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Originally established as the governor’s Spanish-speaking task force through
legislative action on April 1974. At the time its primary mission was to study the
issues facing Spanish-speaking persons. The Task Force produced a report titled
“Conóceme en Iowa”.
Two years later on July 1, 1976, the Sixty-sixth General Assembly approved and
Governor Robert Ray signed into law the Spanish-Speaking People’s
Commission. Ten years later, in 1986 , during an overall reorganization of state
government the Iowa Department of Human Rights was formed, under which was
placed the Spanish-Speaking People’s Commission.In 1990, the Commission and
the Division were renamed Latino Affairs. 
 
During the 2011 reorganization the Division of Latino Affairs was renamed again as
the Office of Latino affairs.

DUTIES UNDER IOWA CODE

Like all statewide boards and commissions, the Latino Affairs Commission is
balanced for gender and political affiliation and it’s made up of seven Governor-
appointed community members who volunteer their time to represent the Latino
community in Iowa. According to Iowa Section Code Section 216A.15, the Iowa
Commission of Latino Affairs has the following duties:

Study the opportunities for and changing needs of the Latino population of this
state.
Serve as liaison between the office and the public, sharing information and
gathering constituency input.
Recommend to the board for adoption rules pursuant to chapter 17A as it
deems necessary for the commission and office.
Recommend to the department director policies and programs for the office.
Establish advisory committees, work groups, or other coalitions as appropriate.
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IOWA LATINOHALL OF FAME
On Saturday, October 20, 2019 five Iowans were inducted into the Iowa

Latino Hall of Fame. 

WHY A LATINO HALL OF FAME?
Many outstanding Latinos/as helped shape Iowa and many strong Latino leaders
continue to contribute their talents and skills to improve the quality of life in this
state. To recognize and honor these achievers and to provide visible examples
for tomorrow’s Latino leaders, the Iowa Commission of Latino Affairs established
the Iowa Latino Hall of Fame in 2017 with the goal of ensuring that the efforts of
Latino leaders are honorably recognized and celebrated.
 
Among the many strong Latino leaders are political and social activists,
scientists, educators, writers and spiritual and community leaders. They
represent the Latinos who have helped shape Iowa, the United States, and the
world. Their induction into the Iowa Latino Hall of Fame will enhance the visibility
of their contributions to their work, communities, and the status of Latinos in
Iowa.

2018 HONOREES
Ernest M. Rodriguez, Bettendorf, IA

Salvador (Chavo) J. Lopez, Davenport, IA

Warren Morrow (posthumous), Des

Moines, IA

The First recipient of the Iowa Latinx

Youth Leadership Award: Vanessa

Espinoza, Columbus Junction, IA

The first recipient of the Iowa Latino Ambassador award for Equity and

Justice: Governor Robert D. Ray (posthumous), Des Moines, IA.  From October

20, 2018, this will be the Robert D. Ray Award for Equity & Justice.
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COMMISSION LETTER TO
CONGRESS ABOUT DACA AND TPS
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LATINO DAY ON THE HILL
The Commission held their second Latino Day on the Hill on Thursday,

January 25, 2019, reaching their goal of serving as a bridge to connect

Iowa's Latino community with the Capitol.
 
The event was planned and put together by the commission’s
legislative committee:  
Marlu Abarca, Chair
Cecilia Martinez
Jesus Lizarraga Estrada
Adalberto Castrejon
Sofia Martinez
Alexa Rodriguez

PARTICIPATING COMMUNITY
PARTNERS 

Al Éxito
Bright Lights Big Data
Latino Political Network
LULAC Iowa
LUNA 
New Leaders
Council
 
COMMUNITY SPONSORS

BLK & Bold Specialty Beverages
El Fogón
Ritual Cafe
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2019 COMMISSION'S LEGISLATIVE
RECOMMENDATIONS 
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IOWA QUEER COMMUNITIES
OF COLOR COALITION - IQCC
The commission established this coalition in March, 2019 with the intent to to

bridge the gap of services and initiatives for LGBTQ communities of color in

Iowa.

Mission: The Iowa Queer Communities of Color's mission is to use an
intersectional lens to address the inequity of services, lack of support and space,
socioeconomic disparities, and institutional racism experienced by our
communities through education, advocacy, and intentional inclusivity and
organizing.
 
Vision: Queer Communities of color in Iowa will be empowered to take collective
action resulting in social change to obtain holistic wellness, equity and
interpersonal growth.
 
                                                 MEMBERS:
Alex H. Jimenez                                          Buffy Jamison, Co-Chair
Eugenia Kendall                                         Gabby Guerra Ceron, Co-Chair
Jeanina Messerly                                        Karen McKey
Marlu Abarca, Commission Vice-Chair      Ramon Calzada
Ric Tennenbaum                                         Olivia Samples
Sonia Reyes-Snyder, Secretary
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ASSOCIATION OF IOWA
LATINX PROFESSIONALS

PILA's mission is to support and empower Iowa’s Latinx professionals by
creating an inclusive space and providing opportunities for Self-Advocacy,
Professional Development, Networking, and Connections to Iowa’s
Employers. It was established in 2018.

INITIATIVES 
NETWORK ING

Partnerships with excising organizations that
serve professionals

WEB INAR  SER IES

PILA is facilitates webinars, on the second
Monday of each month about topics identified
by members.

CULTURAL  SPEC IF IC
PROGRAMING

Monthly Newsletter provides employment and
professional development opportunities for
Latinx professionals in the state.

PROFESS IONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Networing events around the state with local
Latinx professionals.
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2018 PILA EVENTS
Networking Events Around the State

Des Moines

Ottumwa

Quad Cities
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2019 PILA EVENTS

Latinx Forum 

Networking Event

Multicultural Reception

Poetry Jam
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OUTREACH IN THE PARK
The commission participated in the Iowa Cubs' Latino

night, doing outreach to Latino families.
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COMMISSION STATEMENT
AGAINST IOWA DETENTION
CENTERS FOR CHILDREN DETAINED
AT THE BORDER
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TASK FORCE: ASSISTING IOWA
SPONSORS THROUGH THE
PROCESS OF GETTING THEIR
CHILDREN WHO ARE DETAINED AT
THE BORDER.

Representatives from over 50 organizations met on August 20, 2019

to plan on how to help Iowa sponsors through the process of

getting their children  that have been detained at the border, out of

detention centers from around the country.
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COMMISSIONERS

Marlu Abarca
Vice-Chair

Jeannette Brown
Chair

Lorena Gingerich
Secretary

Caleb Knutson

Alfonso Perez

Gilbert Nuñez

Valerie Nolte

OFFICE OF LATINO AFFAIRS
 Sonia Reyes-Snyder 
Lucas State Office Building 321 E 12th Street | Des Moines, IA 50319
Office 515.281.4080 | Fax 515.242.6119
Sonia.Reyes-Snyder@iowa.gov | https://humanrights.iowa.gov/cas/la


