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" ness methods, so far as we could in the short time allott

REPORT.

To the Twenty-sixth General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

The committee by you commissioned to visit the Institug
for Feeble Minded Children, beg leave to report that:

On the 23d day of January, 1896, we visited the instituti
and made a thorough inspection of its condition. We exan
the buildings, power house, industrial department, farm
tage, and, in short, the property of the state devoted to -
purposes of the asylum. We found the property in excell
condition and well cared for and well suited to the uses
which it is intended. Wealso inspected the accounts and by

and found the same to be well kept and in satisfactory con
tion. It is the opinion of your committee that the charac
purpose and work of this institution is of great importance
the welfare of the state, and one which must commend itself
every citizen who takes pains to familiarize himself with
work done. The class of patients taken care of by the state
one which especially commends itself to the sympathy e
charity of every humanitarian. As a rule, they come from |
families of those in straightened, or at least very modest
cumstances, where these stricken ones are necessarily a p
petual burden. No greater charity*could be maintained by |
state than to furnish a home and the intelligent and kin
care such as is here given to those who are unable to care
themselves. The inmates are, without exception, of the cl:
known as mental and physicaldegenerates, who should be ca:
for as a matter of charity to themselves, and their restra
and maintenance in such an institution benefits the pu
immersurably, by shutting off that stream of mental and ph;
ical degeneracy, which, unrestrained, would tend to we
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and destroy the mental and physical strength of the race if
allowed to mingle with society at large. At the date of our
wisit there were registered as inmates 602, classified as follows:

In asylum department
With attendants ........
At home MBI DOPARILY o i a3 o B s o e 2

Of those in school we made careful inspection and we must
speak in the most complimentary terms of both manageément
and teachers. The task to one not experienced in such work
would seem appalling, for the pupils are of every grade of
intelligence, many of them unable to make intelligible, articu-
late sound : many unable to draw a straight mark or to dis-
tinguish simple forms and colors; requiring months of patient
training to enable them to distinguish the simplest forms or
appreciate the value of numbers, and yet the progress made by
these patient, untiring teachers is wonderful. The display in
some of the rooms in physical culture, calisthenics, and orderly
drill, is highly creditable. Some of the pupils have developed
considerable musical talent, and we were treated to music from
a band made up of the pupils, which was both pleasant and
entertaining.. We feel assured that the utmost kindness pre-
vails, because of the fact that these little unfortunates greet
the superintendent, matron, attendants, and teachers with a
displag.of the greatest affection. We were much pleased with
the perfect method and order which pervades the whole insti-
tution, and the manners of the pupils would do credit to many
of our public schools and institutions of learning; all this
proves beyond a doubt that the work is of the highest efficiency
and faithfully and conscienciously carried out. Of those
classed at work we found several divisions. Something over
forty of the most able-bodied of the boys have been transferred
to cottages on the farm, where their labor has been made
profitable to the institution. We found them cheerful and in
good health and apparently enjoying themselves and contented
with their lot; in this connection we would recommend that
the management be allowed to extend the cottage system, as it
is cheaper and can be made profitable to the institution, and is,
we believe, beneficial to those who are able to be transferred
to this department and mode of life. The management have
instituted an industrial department, where many of the boys

o
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find work according to the special talent that may be found
easiest of development; and some of the pupils .have become
quite expert in wood turning, carving, and suc}.1 lines of work.
Our belief is that this work is beneficial both in 1]1.@, develop-
ment of the pupil, fitting him for the enjoyment of life, and by
working off the superfluous energy making them more amen-
able to discipline. Some of them have made such },zz'cg_rc—.ss'
that they are able, under the direction of a'?tendants, to assist
in caring for the other inmates. A conalderaple p:u'fu of the
work in the well-appointed laundry and in the kltcher_x is dope
by inmates of the better class. Our visit to L‘-ne }}ospu;al satis-
fied us that the hospital facilities are entirely inadequate .10 the
wants of the institution, and yet it was a matter of surprise t_o
us to find that out of a total of 600, only nine were in a condi-
tion to be called sick, that is, were ailing in any manngr other
than their natural deficiencies. The money uppro.prlated. by
the last General Assembly has been used, as v‘{e belicve, 'fmr,}'l-
fully and economically in erecting an asylum for the epllept}c
inmates and non-improvables, termed lone grad'es. ?n .thl'S
department we found 147, many of whor.n are afflicted in vari-
ous degrees with that terrible disease, epilepsy. Of these, npt
half a score have any capacity for caring for them:elves; very
1w of them have articulate speech, and the natu.re of 1h.elr
disease is such that they require constant watching, being
liable at any time to become viclent and ungcvernable, yet the
control of them as they are now situated appears to be as per-
fect as could possibly be acquired. These unfortunates s.hould
in some manver be separated from those who are simply
feeble-minded, and we believe that the management has taken
a step in the right direction in providing for a separate asy-
for them.
lur:ll‘h(:) general condition of these wards of the stzttue ha.s .bfaen
fully described and graphically told in reports of prior visiting
committees. It has never been over stated, and no language
of ours could depict to the members of this General {Xssc:\mtfly
the natural condition of these children, for whom this charity
is erected and maintained by the state. We [ully endor:se .all
that has been said in prior reports as to the patieuce, Ch'rlstlan
charity, self-denial and faithful work of t}ne o}ﬁcgrs, assistants
and corps of teachers employed in the institution. ‘ We call
attention to the report of the trustees and of the superintendent
as made and distributed to this General Assembly, and would




6 INSTITUTION FOR FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN. [B8a

respectfully say that we can find nothing asked for by this
institution which is not actually needed. The report shows
that the superintendent is overwhelmed with applications from
like unfortunates for admission, which cannot be accommo-
dated at present; we believe that an extension to the asylum
building is necessary if the state expects to continue this neces-
sary charity. The amount asked for furnishing is in our judg-
ment reasonable. The water supply is very deficient and
something must be done in this matter in order to supply the
institution with this necessity. A large part of the supply has
heretofore been drawn from a neighboring stream called Keg
creelr, but the building of a sewerage system in the town of
Glenwood has poluted this supply so that it is unfit for use.
An arrangement was made by the state with the town of Glen-
wood so that the supply could be drawn from above the point
of polution, but the extension of the sewerage system of the
town }preatens again to pollute the stream above the present
sourc® of supply. The water of thislittle creek has never been
of even a fairly good quality, and under the conditions prevail-
ing for the last few years is insufficient in quantity aside from
the evil of pollution. The town of Glenwood, lying on the
opposite side of Keg creek, has bored a well from which it
draws its supply, but the diameter of the well having been
reduced in the boring to less than five inches, its capacity is
insufficient for the wants of the ianstitution and the town both,
so that we are informed that it is impossible to make arrange-
ments at any price to obtain water from the town water works.
Observations from actual borings made at Glenwocd and other
poiats in the valley, justify the belief that an abundance of
water supply can be reached by a boring made at the institu-
tion to a depth of from 1,000 to 1,200 feet, and we believe the
only proper thing to do is for the state to provide itself with
its own water supply by a deep boring of this kind. The
management feel sure that they can accomplish this, including
reservoirs, with the amount asked.

A visit tc the institution would readily convince any one that
water is here an absolute necessity. The amcunt asked for
hospital buildings and furnishing the same is in our judgment
reasonable, and we desiie to call attention to the fact that the
institution is practically without hospital conveniences. The
report of the trustees asks an appropriation of §5,405 for the
purchase of additional lands. These lands are now a necessity
which will appear more urgent as the time goes by, and as the:
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better class of the pupils are pub at WOI‘].K. bTheur;(?}?:s:f:f:
have in view eligible tracts of land that.can : e 1?0}1 gt
reasonable price at this time, and the price of w '1 i

in the future, and can certainly never D g
o ‘:}?an they are now offered. The tract particularly n
ol Jation is now surrounded on three sides. by the 11ands
contem}b) aJ‘nhe state, and if the same should pass into the hands
Ozwslsile );ne deair*r’lg to speculate on it, would eventually cause
o siri

4 imed as

The management have almed

te & much larger sum. :
t;he S;:' ossible, to zsjupply the wants of- the kitchen from. gﬁe
f:rm‘ 05)' at least to make the farm contributeas éa}r{ astpfosrmtha;’
: stoc ept 10
lv. The cattle and other e
ki So‘;pfxzellent quality, bub the barns and falt ;111 bu;lctle
ior i i disgrace to the sta

i inferior in quality, and a g :
. aﬁe ve'?;u;nsum asked for the extension of the farm (?otta%e
e n our judgment very moderate and would certainly be

colony is i \ d estid
a verz economical expenditure. The remaining sumyg

for the biennial pericd, surpris'ingly small thenszxi fu:iiﬁ,lze r;ﬁi
pumbers and the wants of the inmates of _t e in Lol g s
sum especially asked for pauinting1 dsekt?ms tfoa 11;1 tec:: One;) ; y i
v ieve it wou ea _
niiisjfa 371:3 z;;l:t::o 23;3 ‘11112;73 valuable buildings to cl.ex')rica:ﬁz
5 inti -oper care. In our Opiulo
e Wa'm"‘ tofonl?iz\gf baynghepllai)sI; General Assembly have bee‘an
a'I?PYOPUa'a economically used. The General Assembly 1?(15
Wlse]yd' e sed to regard all recommendations made by Lh(-i
e 1S§Otrustees for appropriations as in excess of the needs
bO&TdS;O titution, and has been disposed, we believg, t? cu}; thfam
e ;;S; Iina,tt:ar of custom. In the case of this msmuuiin
(3;)1311; we desire to recommend ec.onomy, we axfe for;(:)i c;olc:l tse g,
that we cannot but regard every item asked fur as i
e“:ential and we are unable to point out anything tha.:) W;Bt i
cZuld be fairly dispensed with or cut dowln. We subm
with a copy of the monthly pay roll as follows:
NAMES, KIND OF SERVICE AND COMPENSATION.

purpose are

Per month.
.............. 3 175.
F. M. Powell, superintendent....... sassEsess R
L M. Powell, matron .........e---:- reeia s S
George Moyridge, assistant physician.........- o

H. W. Wright, clerk (without DOArA) .eevereneeres

......... 35 00

Isabell Irwin, stenographedr. " b e YA -. .................... 3.:))%(()]
illa Drew, visitor’s attendant....... i e A e s 3

%illie Moyridge, matron asylum R .4?‘00

Nettie Baker, principal Of SCROOIS. oo cavsnsnsnsnssssnseee st T 3;(())?)

Nettie Wahl, teacher .... ............................... 2500
Gene Sartelle, PPNV i) S :

Ella Frazee, teACher.. ..ocovesrasseenmersrestretiints
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Laura Beashore, teacher
Alice Smith, teacher.................... .....
Etta Inscore, teacher....‘....................::: .........
Margaret Maywood, teacher i
Anna Deane, teacher......... z 5.
e e i SR N s e e e s E o e 85.00
Mary Dill, teacher.... ... Pt 1 1, ol : e
Lillie Wehrend, teacher..................... " ied
Alice Steppan, teacher.... 5 <
Clara Davis, supervisoress..... ............... i
Sarah Clark, supervisoress ............ .. . i
Etta Greendahl, supervisoress. ... ............. il
Mrs E. A. Zimmerman, hospital matron..... ... ol
Emma Dwyer, hospital nurse ................. . : =
Belle Wood, hospital nurse... { e
David Evans, attendant .......... ... . .. o
Frank Sidener, attendant. S
August Greendahl, attendant o
Sam Thomas, attendant s o
Grant Lewis, attendant. .... s
W. B. Williams, attendant. .. e
A.T. Allen, attendant. ... .............. <
O. Van Sandt, attendant ........................... " i
N. J. NelSOn, &Henadants. .. ....vevssosssnnn o o eea? il
Sadie Nevillegattendant............. ..... ok
M. Armstrong. attendant....................... . o
M B bt TR R s e et s 20.00
D. Ames, attendant ..................... g
Eva Rinkers, attendant.................. ... e
Sadie Lauson, attendant.................. T
My Soirve, SO G e 20.00
Moty Bovnoiis sh enane T e RO s s easstg e 16.00
Bvh Head stterdant, . AR e E bt st bt 18.00
Minnte BUrber, BEbenaants .l s e b b i oot St tad oo
Belle Snowden, attendant.. i
ATy DUNN; EIENARI s bt oo s om e I h 0 SR e by
D it1e Helton, attonaant. .. . irerns cormioma s o
E. H. Gorton, attendant............ ... g
Nettie Combs, assistant matron. .. S g ........................ o
Flora McKee, assistant supervisoress........ ................................ e
Shella Bukler ankintans snoatmisciiry L Al b 18.00
Blohdell Benaion, seamutvone. T e s sttt 18.00
Mrs. E. A. Cathcart, seamstress. .............. .. i
Clara Fisher, seamstress. . ...... g
Beulah Mudd, seamstress.. g
Ilva Anderson, seamstress. .
Lille Greone; SOAMEITEES . st oo innmmemonn i s Ll TTEeRRs R R .
Grice DEION, SSaTUBITERE! Lo oo don o D MG g e e e
Gt BabEand: Sokimattons R bt 14.00
ot Lora)isenmptrens oo Colie, 00 LSRRI et i ml e e e
Mary Wood, SeamMEtIess. ..uuueunenen. o e
Nettie Mitchell, seamstress. ........... ... . .. e
Essa Parker, hall girl....................... =
Laura Creek, hall girl.. .. o
Tonia Poceffel, hall girl e
Mabel Lawson, hall girl e
Persia Hinds, hall 2 P BRI TR Dy 1
TIoKe 50016, HaTl QI8 v e ek et b 13.00
Mrs. A M Eaton, night watch................... ;2.00
00

L. Mendenhall night watch (one m.
y eal daily)..
Mary Quigg, OO et N v et ‘ .

1896. ] REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE. 9
BHantal TILISOR, (COOK S vms-vs s oiessesoas st osn o wi s e 5 aesss hra s 956 $ 20.00
Botible WIllIaIne, COOI s« snmrsns s v e en s s s mtssss s 5 o fasem oo is s s i aasa e 18.00
Helen TIYNEB; COOK v, viis sss s siman s o S o aam § S B s i e 5o em S AlS S Se M b e e aiete 18.00
Lilie Davis, cook, LarM COIONY suzinis ssarssmnsnisies soasesodsvsovesssossass soasssss 16.00
TaaTs Moneely: COOR, BRNTUBAL. v creiewssms o meo s mssbiss i siss s s s St D GRS o s ook $ 25.00
BRI OR B ST CYONT BTN o corieraililon s oi0 0 lemisine 55 i aspiet a0 Simsmimionsio a7 W racmm S sagmne R m o el 16.00
AN G OIROYENICTEO I G BIEL ot rais vaniorasron: s (ornai Do ik anse e esasivme mbliE e mseia et 16.00
Hrleda DN astroin, WATEIOEE . v auwswwn oo s s ssanmsines:e e ssbsss s isad swssshaeses s 16.00
BN aBIACTE WRINFOSE e rr s somm e sp s eioiss 5 ere iy o s s s s e o s s 54 16.00
Florence Bonham, waitress .........c.cocvuiuinenn T 16.00
ADDEr. BUrsan, WaltTO8E. ..iiieite soraseities amsontns Tovee 5wttt ss sk me s sl 16.00
BV E o BT R s (o, £ L o o - A S S g S o RO e S S S e, BURET Ll 16.00
A. M. Jessup; lavsdry man (without BOArA)......cvriososonarares vamcononsasanmases 35.00
Fannie Hall, 1atmaress. o .o esseneensnsmonores e A T 45 R SRS ) 16.00
Maud Purcell, laundress 16.00
Bhoda Romford; IAUNATress: o ssveimems sz osismasess savaivs inaesesissavenses saavoss 12.00
MR W RTECL VAT ELEEH. « ai e 58 5004 v SAN S P B R AR PR A AR P S TS 14.00
A. Davis, shoemaker (one meal daily). 50.00
Frank Bicknell, industrial teacher...........ccooouu .. BOIOO
L. Styppan, industrial teacher........cocoveiveiueanss ae 30 00
John Rether, baker (one meal daily)... 50.00
D. K. Donnelly, engineer (without board) 85.00
Thos. Clune, assistant engineer (wWithout board)........ccovvveiiiiiiren vevvenneens 50.00
W. H. Storey, enginecr’s helper (without board). .. 35.00
& W Shaul, electrician. (WHHhouE DOATAY .. cwwoe creasnmsssmmonsasons s smnaaimee v 60.00
Smith Anthony, day fireman, asylum (one meal daily)......ccovvuiiniiiiiinninanans 40.00
H. 1. Jelley, night flreman, asylum (one meal daily)... 35.00
T. O. Hall, day fireman, asylum (without board).....cccevevireiiieiiveeiceaiseinnas 35.00
I. E. Newman, night fireman (without Hoard)..........c.ceeevemereneiiarannaneeranans 35.00
C. W. Smith, coachman 30.00
J. W. Miller, foreman farm (board and housSe Tent).....oceeuer cervnienrnanenanans 50.00
J..P. Jackson, horticulturalst (house: Fent). .« seess vubmu ssvavssiarisspoesies 45.00
W. D. Himes, carpenter (without board).... 50.00
M B etorsavsy QaITYINATL. e s cirs seocioiosiss e s e Wi iaas (o3 Sl o e SRRSO e ol S AL R A 25.00
] N T T e e e ts oo sl afeos Sasriats oinas et e Yo e e e U o, Bl 25.00
H. J. Eddy, laborer (without board) .o 30.00
Rollin Balley. IDOTB s ssmisswesstsiomu s e opgeesssiy s myseebone o gaes s 25.00
8, ‘W Durks; Taborer (without Boatd).: cseussssnsacansesmmppmssiars idawssnsysvsssess 30.00
O, J. Wright; 1aborer. o o5 savasess i 9 20.00
Thomas Edgar, laborer (without board) 30.00
Everett Taylor, laborer.............. 26.00
Robert Morris, laborer (two meals @aily). vivecvcves wr sivsas smvosivasssassiossseon oo 35.00
L T D T T 83,252.33

With the exceptions as noted, all have board, washing and
lodging at the expense of the state.

We find nothing in the business methods of the institution
to criticise. The accounts are in good condition, and all the
officials were perfectly willing to give us all the aid possible.
We find the centracts for supplies to be made carefully and
economically and on a business basis, and the whole manage-
ment favorable to the institution and to the state.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
W. O. MITCHELL,
Commiittee on part of Senate.
CLAUDE R. PORTER,
M. L. TEMPLE,
Committe on part of House



