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REMARKS ON THE SUMMARY. 4

el 2 WA,

The tables in the pages of the directory following show the
totals for the state in such close connection that comparison
may readily be made. The figures are of course derived from
the footings of the full tables in the appendix for the year
given, in which place also may be found the total for any
single counly, in many of the items named.

The deductions made on page 13 will have a special interest
to any who desire to determine more closely than is usual the
relation of special particulars in the cost of our public schools.
Pages 14 and 15 afford a bird’s-eye view of the leading stafis-
tical facts, from the time such information was first gathered
and preserved. Page 16 is an arrangement for the last five
years, of a number of leading items, and still different from any
preceding table in these pages.

If the reader obtains from the items and tables presented the
kind of information for which he is at the time in search, or if
a study of the relations the different totals have to each
other is materially assisted by our manner of presenting the
facts enumerated, we shall feel well repaid for the extra labor,
and the pains taken to bring the information together in con-
cise form, and to secure its correctness in as high a degree as is
possible under the circumstances.




GENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

SECRETARIES’ REPORTS.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

1893. 1894. 1895.
Distriotatownehips: s oo T 1,185 1,191 1,193
Independent distriets. oo ... 3,584 3,577 3,614
‘Whole number of districts. =] 4,769 4,768 4,807
Stbdistriets = . . 9,145 9,190 9,280
SCHOOLS.
fprgded oL ah S vt et Tooa ) N B e 12,387 | 12,456 12,517
Roometinioraded. o io a0 o n T ER et 4,328 4,520 4,777
Whole number.-.. - _-_... . looc . fiin Do8 16,715 | 16,976 17,294
Average duration in months__________________ 7.8 7.9 8.0
TEACHERS
Males ‘employed-_ . - oo oo i Ciliicon. A 4,837 5,281 5,726
Femalesemployed._ ... - oo o Cociotacooas 23,464 | 22,782 22,117
Whole number: - ..o ool oo ool 28,301 | 28,063 27,843
Average monthly compensation, males....____ 3 3873 |8 3819 |8 37.68
Average monthly compensation, females______ 30.81 31.60 31.63
SCHOLARS.
Between 5 and 21, males. - - ooooomoocoaaao 350,730 | 354,995 362,364
Between 5 and 21, females.__ .. __.....______ 336,420 | 342,233 | 350,677
Total enumeration._ .- oaa- 687,150 | 697,228 712,941
Enrolled in public schools_ .o .. . 513,614 | 522,731 533,824
Total average attendance . oo 324,217 | 331,408 | 339,300
*Percentage enrollment on enumeration..._. 76.2 76.1 76.6
Percentage attendance on enrollment........ 63.1 63.4 63.5
*Percentage attendance on enumeration.. ... 49.5 48.0 48.7
Average tuition per month per scholar.__.... $ 189 |% 1.8 (8 1.87
Average number enrolled to each teacher_ ... 30 30 30

*Oomputed on enumeration of previous year, during which these statistics accrued.

1895.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 9

SCHOOLHOUSES.
1893. \ 1894. 1895.

v e A T 13,433 13,519 13,613
%‘gﬁf_i‘f ........................... $15,110,494 | $15,007,468 | $15,645,543
APPARATTUS.

B - [$ 461,094 |$ 512,701 [ $ 569,910
DISTRICT LIBRARIES.

N mber Of VOIuDIOn - -~ »omeoeones [ 122,728 151904 | 151,561
SHADE TREES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS.

Number of growing trees.__------.- | 189,676 | 196,095 | 132,610
TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION.

Schools teaching effects of stimulants | 15,993 | 16,686 | 16,987
TREASURERS’ REPORTS.

TEACHERS’ FUND.

RECEIPTS.

1893. 1894. 1895.
On hand at last report......... $2,086,877.00 | $2,000,589.03 $2,05§.209.86
g Rt 3/908,003 04 | 4,121,434.76 | 4,305,995.81
From apportionments.. ... 769,159.10 807,952.13 838,531 56
From otber sources.......-.--- 123,706.75 | 162,077.84 |  140,508.48
Total receipts. ... ... $6,887,745.89 | $7,092,053.76 | $7,343,236.71
EXPENDITURES.
Paid teachers._-—-------.----- $4.780,323.41 | $4,957,251.10 | $5,075,492.37
Paid for other purposes.. .. .... "'97.833.45 | 16,601.80 73,623 01
Total expenditures. ... $4,887,156.86 | $5,033,852.90 | $5,149,115.38
On hand._..__. R A 2/000,589.03 | 2,058,200.86 | 2,194,121.33
oo e R T $6.887.745.80 | $7,092.053.76 | $7,34%,236.71




GENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

SECRETARIES’ REPORTS.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

1893. 1894. 1895.
District townships_ . ____________.__..______. 1,185 1,191 1,193
Independent distriets_.____._______ 3,584 3,677 3,614
‘Whole number of districts 4,769 4,768 4,807
SubIBtrIcts - o e 9,145 9,190 9,280
SCHOOLS.
ngraded =~ i o .o s s 12,387 | 12,466 12,517
Roome'in graded. .ol no ool oo 4,328 4,520 4,771
Whale number ft. 2 _coooc oo o ot o L ¢ 16,715 | 16,976 17,294
Average duration in months__________________ 7.8 7.9 8.0
TEACHERS
Males employed-_ - oo ccmamiccaeeaa- 4,837 5,281 5,726
Females employed.__ - oo 23,464 | 22782 22,117
W R 32 Bt e OF S R e SR 28,301 28,063 27,843
Average monthly compensation, males._______ 3 38738 38.19 |3 37.68
Average monthly compensation, females______ 30.81 31.60 31.63
SCHOLARS.
Between 5 and 21, males._ .o oooocaoo_- 350,730 | 354,995 | 362,364
Between 5 and 21, females 336,420 | 342,233 | 350,677
Total enumeration. - -cooccceeiccucmana- 687,150 | 697,228 712,941
Enrolled in public schools 513,614 | 522,731 533,824
Total average attendance___ .. . .._... 324,217 | 331,408 339,300
*Percentage enrollment on enumeration_..__ 76.2 76.1 76.6
Percentage attendance on enrollment..._.._. 63.1 63.4 63.5
*Percentage attendance on enumeration.. ... 49.5 48.0 48.7
Average tuition per month per scholar.__._.__ $ 18|38 189|838 1.87
Average number enrolled to each teacher___. 30 30 30

*Oomputed on enumeration of previous year, during which these statistics accrued.
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1895.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 9
SCHOOLHOUSES.
l 1893. 1894. 1895.

B ber ... . eenanaennd ' 13,433 13,519 13,613
e $15,110,494 | $15,007,468 | $15,645,543
APPARATUS.

B L vmar s ooi [$ 461,004 |$ 512,701 |8 569,910
DISTRICT LIBRARIES.
Namber of YOIUmes - - —--vwoo- [ 122,128 151.904 | 151,561
SHADE TREES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS.
Number of growing trees___..._..._ | 189,676 | 196,095 | 182,610
TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION.
Schools teaching effects of stimulants | 15,993 | 16,686 | 16,987
TREASURERS’ REPORTS.
TEACHERS’ FUND.
RECEIPTS.
1893. 1894. 1895.
On hand at_last report.._.. .. "$2,086,877.00 | $2,000,580.03 | §2,038,200.86
B 3/908,003 04 | 4,121,434.76 | 4,305,995.81
From apportionments.......-_- 769,159.10 807,952.13 838,531 56
From other sources..____...... 123,706.75 162,077.84 140,508.48
Total receipts. ... ... $6,887.745.89 | $7,092,053.76 | $7,343,236.71
EXPENDITURES.
Paid teachers...---.---........ $4,789,323.41 | $4,957,251.10 | $5,075,492.37
Paid for other purposes..._.... 97,833.45 76,601.80 73,623 01
Total expenditures.._._.. $4,887,156.86 | $5,033,852.90 | $5,149,115.38
B .. 2,000,589.03 | 2,058,200.86 | 2,194,121.33
atal. .. ... SN $6,887,745.89 | $7,092,053.76 | $7,342,236.71
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SCHOOLHOUSE FUNDS.
RECEIPTS.
1893. 1894. 1895.
On hand at last report.....___. $ 370,116.23 | $ 344,358.12 | $ 395,514.91
From district tax......____.____ 708,390.18 717,684.25 739,887.26
From other sources..__._.____. 569,821.45 805,027.92 581.090.30

Total receipts._.________

$1,648,327.86

$1,867,070.29

$1,716,492.47

EXPENDITURES.
For schoolhouses and sites_.__. $ 707,170.53 | $ 896,027.53 | $ 658,656.17
On bonds and interest..._____. 361,891.30 420,442.18 520,931.33
For libraries and apparatus._.. 10,486.65 13,430.14 13,430.10
Paid for other purposes..._.__. 223,921.26 141,655.53 169,834.33
Total expenditures.__.._. $1,303,969.74 | $1,471,555.38 | $1,362,851.93
OREhandrl eV sete sl 0F e s 344,358.12 395,514.91 353,640.54

$1,648,327.86

$1,867,070.29

$1,716,492.47

CONTINGENT FUND.

. RECEIPTS.
1893. 1894. 1895.
On hand at last report_._.___.__. 8 605,439.77 | 8 535,586.50 $ 543,215.48
From district tax ...o.._._.____ 1,422,488.30 | 1,529,460.94 1,631,354.76
From other sources....__.______ 229,905.93 233,299.47 221,379.58

$2,257,834.04

$2,298,346.91

$2,395,949.82

EXPENDITURES.

For fuel, rent, repairs, etc_.__.

$1,098,655.58

$1,115,754.09

$1,114,181.10-

Paid secretaries and treasurers 132,863.11 135,183.45 137,673.02
For records, dictionaries, etc-. 41,750.05 54,724.26 64,633.39
For text-books to be resold._..__ 44,852.03 35,402.25 41,166.51
For general supplies_....______. 202,737.63 172,708 14 209,365.61
For other purposes.......__.__. 195,389.14 241,379.24 238,897.67

Total expenditures._.._. $1,722,247.54 | $1,755,131.43 | $1,805,907.30¢
(v e S A e RS 535,586.50 543,215.48 590,042.52'

Total S L i oasis it $2,257,834.04 | $2,298,346.91 | $2,395,949.82
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1895.]
COUNTY SUPERVISION.
EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS.
L
1893. 1894. 1895.
i i 11,848

spst orade certificates issued. ... 10,635 11,537 ,84
Is?g;)ng grade certificates issued. .. 14,068 14,’1__42 14,336
Third grade certificates issued. .- -. 1,650 1,528 1,}45
Total number issued. .- o ocooooao. 26,353 27,247 2 7 ,32)2
Applicants rejected..--.-------oo--. 3,911 3,575 ?,za
Total number examined.-_-----.----- 30,2?% 32,82% 32,551

rtificates revoked. ... ... .. = 2 R y
g?;erage age of applicants_ . ... 25 and 23 | 25 and 22 25 and 22
No experience in teaching. .. .....-- 4,337 3,669 3,8;3
Taught less than one year . ... 4,596 4,015 3,8
With state certificates or diplomas.. 478 505 677
VISITATION OF SCHOOLS.
Schobls visited . oo l.- 11,132 10,695 11,692
Visits made during the year_ ___..__. ‘ 14,142 13,365 15,167
Educational meetings held___._.__-. 684 508 1,098
APPEALS.

Number of cases_ .. _--coo-oo-o-ooo- | 67 | 61 | 62

COMPENSATION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

Average received per annum..._... | $ 1,191 | 8 1,203 | 1,220
PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

Number reported . ... cceeoooooonoo- 238 270 268

Teachers employed .- cceeemooaeonne 1,109 1,357 1,42%

Students in attendance.._._..-----_- 27,454 34,103 34,153

Number of graduates_ .._._..------_.. 1,580 1,817 1,966

TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTES.

GENERAL REPORT.

1893. 1894. 1895.
Number of institutes held .. 99 99 99
Continuing weeks ___--—.___... 2.4 2.3 2.3
Males in attendance ... 2,620 3,64? 3,611
Females in attendance_...___.. 16,587 18,682 18,357
Total in attendance. .- ._---- 19.207 22,360 21,968
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FINANCIAL REPORT.

RECEIPTS.
1893. 1894. 1895.
On hand at last report.__._ $ 16,409.97 | $ 17,988.14 5
nd at last report._.._____ ; 988.14 | §  19,794.2
Examination fees__. 727" 30,288.00 32,822 00 52/554.00
egistration fees..__._________ 19,207.00 22,360.00 21,968.00
State appropriation .__________ 4,950.00 4,950.00 4,950.00
From other sources._......_... 341:27 737,29 1,062.71
. ,062,
obal cal i T e $ 71,196.24 | $ 78,857.43 | $ 80,328.96
EXPENDITURES.
For instruction and lectures 8 45,375.50 | 8 48,579.39 | $ 52
nst; s 5,375. .39 |4 ,427.01
P(«)orhmcldentals ________________ 7,832.60 10,483 79 9,713.61 .
9 RO R 17,988.14 19,794.25 18,188.34
Ot e sl o 3 71,196.24 | $ 78,857.443 $ 80,328.96
PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND.
[ 1893. 1894. t 1895.
Amount in September.________ $4,663,770.42 | $4,695,313.76 | $ 4,707,608.70
_ Interest on the same. .. ... .. 220,508 16 | 237,066.74 935.663.06

| STy —

. ——
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THE COST OF OUR SCHOOLS.
1893. 1894. 1895.
For teachers’ salaries...._._._.._.__. $ 4,789,323 | $ 4,957,251 | $ 5,075,492
Tor schoolhouses, apparatus, etc__-_. 1,303,970 1,471,555 1,362,852
For general contingencies ...._..__. 1,820,082 1,831,734 1,879,531
T e e $ 7,913,375 | $ 8,260,540 | $ 8,317,875
FIGURED ON TAXABLE PROPERTY.
Number of mills for each dollar of assessed valuation..
1893. 1894. 1895.
fleachers’ salaries. ... . oicccooloaaaoce 8.6 8.8 9.1
Schoolhouses, apparatus, etc_ ... _....._. 2.3 2.6 2.4
General contingencies..-c---o.cinosacecnad | 3.0 3.2 3.4
e i B 13.9 14.6 | 149
A ON ESTIMATED POPULATION.
For each individual of entire population.
Teachers’ salaries. ..o ocoeeoooooooo- 2.45 2.45 2.46
Schoolhouses, apparatus, et¢...._...__._._. .65 .13 .66
General contingenecies. . .. . _......__ .91 .90 .92
R e e Sl S 4.01|  4.08 4.04
ON SCHOOL ENUMERATION.
For each youth between 5 and 21.
flleachers’ salaries. .. icoco_cscaovimadocss T 7.11 7.12
Schoolhouses, apparatus, ete.________..._. 1.89 2.11 1.91
General contingencies. ... __________. 2.60 2.62 2.63
A g a3 e Rt L0 L 11.60 11.84 11.66
ON TOTAL ENROLLMENT.
For each scholar enrolled in school.
Haachors) salavies .t oo _osll il 9.53 948 9.51
Schoolhouses, apparatus, etc.____._._.____. 2 54 2.81 2.565
General contingencies, etc_...o...________. 3.54 3 50 3.52
15ose ) S I L N e 15.61 15.79 15.58
ON AVERAGE ATTENDANCE.
= For cach scholar actually in attendance the average time.
lEHchers’ palaries . .. ..o ool . U o 15 07 14.95 14.95
Schoolhouses, apparatus, etc.- ... ____.____ 4.02 4.44 4,01
General contingencies. .. . oo ... 5.61 5.63 5.54
R e N 2470 | 24.92 2450
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TABULAR EXHIBIT SHOWING THE GROWTH OF THE PUBLIC e bl R e B
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18621+ 1.105....... 5,891 ..... Dl : £o74| 17390131) 4840| 63) 686,672 199,590  78.029| 964.291| 135,329| 165,000,000| 1864
e 1 e e % 5 '635| 2.183.738| 6,389 5O|° 856,725 207453 111,489 1265667 13,840\ 215,063,000 1865
ML LI 6,6%)....... B8 1 5.000] 2,336.757 10,334 69| 1,006.628| 572,593 158,789| 1,737,955 165,344 220, 1866
1865/ 1171)....... 5.132......1 5l 5 ton 5454 3.450,978| 9,308 67| 1.161,653 692,034 185,910| 2039,597| 177,791| 256,517,000 1367
1866/t 1,195)....... 5,900]...... bii < o 6000 4307944 B776| 65| 1330,823) 917.604| 415.484 2,663,911 201.403| 260,000.000] 1868
1867/ 1,821)...... 229)......| Bl 6 L 6407 5374542 8932| 74| 1,438,964 941,884  466,186| 3,146,034 204,604 295,000,000 1369
18681+ 1,412)...... 6.439 212/ 6| 8 ke 6,888 6.191,633| 11,399| 78| 1,636,951| 1,038.404| 378,065 3,043,420 238,356 300,000,000| 1870
1869+ 1462000 6,788 221 612 1.4 7598 6,868,910 11,482| 78| 1,900,893| 935,617 432,680| 3,260,190 226,111 349,038,000( 1871
18101 1176) 834 SulE L b 8,253 7,495,926 11.633| 85| 2,180,047 1.212.722 722,807 4,065,666 219,077 366.076,000| 1872
1871 1,260 344 7,823 289 6|10 19¢ 8,856 8164375 12,044| 81 2248.676| 1,184,083 796,695 4.220.454) 275.780| 369,124,000| 1873
1813 Latyl 400 £ 1Bl a03) 0110 Lias 9,228| 8,232,935 10,719| 92| 2.447,430| 1,154,745 832,646| 4,443,482 304,836| 374,340,000 1874
801 1,061 1,210 Rt (9la N0 3 9.528| 8.617,956| 18,120 97| 2,598,440 1,114,684 892626] 4,605,749 318,997 395.423,000| 1875
SELS Tl 9ot SAniiiE ot a1 Al '008| 9,375,833| 17,122| 98| 2,784,009| 1.168.057| 1205618 4,957.774| 283,021 401,264.000| 1876
1875) 1,134) 2,536 9,203 407 6)16) 6,5 2o e 10,29| 9.044,973 17,320| 99| 2.953,645| 1,106,788| 1,136,995 5,197,428 276,960 404,670,000| 1877
1876) 1,090 2,933 904 405 616 6 e 10,566 9,161,701| 20,557| 99| 3,011,230 1101956] 990.213| 5.103/399| 284,013 401488.000] 1878
1877) 1,086/ 3,138 9048) 476 T} O DL 10,791 9,066,145 22,581) 99| 2,927,308 1,149,718 979.452| 5051478 276.218| 405,654,000/ 1879
1818 Lof 8,117 20,218/3 2,000, 11 01 1,581113,0 Sy e 11,037 9,243,248 22,609| 99| 2.000948| 1231598 787,703 4920249 282,008 409,819,000 1880
1879 1140} 3,139 e Bl R B R 51 gl 10221| 9533493 26,751 98| 3,040,716 1.263,603| 825.441| 5120820 234,622 419,316,000 1881
1880 1,162 3,192 10,590 2,200 7| 8| 7,254 14,314/ £ 206,006 426,057} 250,8560/1.50 11,285 9,949,243| 27.800| 99| 3,218320| 1.404,727| 935.212| 5,558,250 225,097| 426,251,000| 1882
1881 1161] 3178 10,7411 2311| 7| 8 6,546 15.230| 82,50 27.25| 504780 431.513( 254.088]1.62 10,789| 10,473,147| 34749| 99| 3.630.516| 1,426,260| 1,041,666 6,098.442| 220,748 464105000 1883
1882| 1,170| 3'205 10,751 23501 7| 2| 6,044 16,037| 35.20| 27.46| 604,739 406,947 253,688/2.10 10L975| 10,808,003 33,922 90| 3,606.453| 1.487.395| 1,058,123 6.236.971| 242710 464,508.000] 1884
88 L1t 5,180 106141 20201 T & 5.895116,521 35.21) 27.80) 621,043 477.223) 276,0012.15 12,309 12:690.326| 57005 99 377,002 1227815 1040406 6,054,313 248.260| 488,953,000 1885
1884 1,183| 3.281 10,436 2.’9:» i 4 O,AbO‘lz,d;)Q :3_1'4(_) 30. 2 (3:.3.131 4::.9(?&) 584.4?8 ;.08 12’444 ll’5h'0l326 46,527 99 3‘981.033 1,280,135 1.071.005| 6.332,173| 250,393 4£9,540,000( 1886
M po Ll 10.9591 59601 71 4 5.:800/17,906) 37.95) 29.45| 634,407) 477,663) 201,704/3. 14 12,631 11,706,439| 55,203| 99| 4.026,919| 1.262.794| 1,086,756| 6,376,469 255,207 500,950,000( 1887
18801 0,190,118, 840 ToiRs) a0 X1 5| DT 1,ids) 5. 43) 20.101 638,106 480,768, A bei s 18 12.752| 12.007.340| 63.16| 99| 4.107,102| 1.251,198| 1,048.260| 6.406,569| 261.763| 504.901.000| 1888
1887 1,199 3,400 IL782) 8194 7 8 6,007 18,205 38.00| 20.50| 638,448 487.160| 204,037 2. 04 12,870 12,580,345 74.891| 99| 4.197.165| 1582777 1L,068,186| 6,848,128 263,690| 522,567,000| 1889
1888/ 1,193 3,426 12,065) 3,400 7| 14 5,595/ 19 518| 36.44| 20.05/ 639,248 477,184) 201,070/1.83 12,997 12,715,766| 84,957 99| 4.318.871| 1,380,668 1,010,778 6,710,817 266,338 520,983.000| 1890
1889| 1,188| 3451 2088 3528 714 5,432 20861 87.52) 80.37 6490606 489,200 B04.856/1.79 13,129 13.184,944| 98701 90| 4,458,500\ 1611413 1,074,195 7,144,108 247.686| 531,368.526( 1891
1099 1202y 3,430 ool poctl I 101-0.400121,107) 8109 80.21) 650, il e 28l e ML 20 13,275 13:800,152| 106,130| 99| 4:580.236) 1,247,206 1,585,110 7,420,552 233,980 533,988,309 1802
18011 1198|3463 8,969| 12.178| 3,854| 7| 16| 5.228 2541|3754 | 30.52| 668.541| 503.755| 317,2671.80 B O e | Tl veisorel Souoel ey as ool 1hu
i R A U b e b 40T it Bl el 13,519| 15.007.468| 150,904 09| 4957,251| 1471555 L831.734| 8,260,540 237.067| 559.983,362| 1894
3 1, { : ,387| 4, 5| 4.837| 23,464| 38.73| ,150| 513,614 324,217(1. ) s : ol Bors 362, '879, 317,87 76 292! 1895
1894) 11911 3577 9.190|12,456( 4,520| 7| 18| 5,281 22.7w0| 33.19| 31.60| 697,228 522,731| 331,408[1.29 13,613 15,645,543 151,561 99| 5,075,4921 13628521 1,879,581| 8,317,875 235,763 558,085,292 189
1895 1,193] 3.614| 9.280112517) £777| 8 0| 5726/ 52117 37.68| 31.63 712041 533,824 3391300/1.87

* No report in 1855.
+ Including independent districts.
4 Rooms in graded schools.
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CONDENSED COMPARISON FOR LAST FIVE YEARS.
ITEMS COMPARED. 1891. 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895.
Number of ungraded

SEHOOtE S 12,178 12,322 12,387 12,456 12,517
Rooms in

schools...... 3,854 4,123 4,328 4,520 4,17

hole number

schoolrooms 16,032 16,445 16,715 16,976 17,204
Average number of .

days taught........... 156 158 156 158 160
Number of school-

HOUBEB - .. s ee s vmisvas 13,129 13,275 13,433 13,519 13,613
Value of schoolhouses.| §13,184,944 $13,800,152 $15,110,494 815,007,468 815,645,543
Schoolhouses built dur-

ing the year........... No data No data No data 347 305
Schoolhouses with

No data No data 2,862 3,446 4,195
668,541 675,024 687,150 697,228 712,941
503,755 509,830 513,614 522,731 533,824

BRCA s 317,267 321,708 324,217 331,408 339,300
Average No. enrolled

to each teacher..... 31 31 30 30 30
Average monthly tui-

tion. per pupil........ 1.80 [ 8 1.81 [ $ 189 | § 1.89 1.87
Male teachers em-

RIOFEAIL L Lo s v e 5,228 4,978 4,837 5,281 5,126
Female teachers

employed...... ....... 21,541 22,275 23,464 22,182 22,117
Total different teach-

ers employed... ..... 26,769 27,253 28,301 28,063 21,843
Average monthly

wages, males.......... 3154 | $ 3076 | 8 38.73 | 8 38.19 37.68
Average monthly

wages, females....... 30.52 30.78 30.81 31.60 31.63
Teachers necessary to v

supply all schools.... 16,377 16,702 17,084 17,366 17,677
Schools teaching .

effects of stimulants. 15,249 15,837 15.993 16,686 16,987
Teachers enrolled in

normal institutes.... 18,655 18,955 19,207 22,360 21,968
Expended for normal

institutes.............. 52,807 | 8 52,934 | $ 53,208 | § 59,063 62,140
Average yearly salary

of county supts: 1,174 1,177 1,191 1,208 1,220
Paid for

galares. ... it 4,458,590 4,589,236 4,789,323 4,957,251 5,075,492
For all other purposes.. 2,685,608 2,832,316 3,124,052 3,303,289 3,242,383
Total amount ex-

pEndertind St 0 s 7.144.198 7.421.552 7,913,375 8,260.540 8,317,875

a
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HieH ScHOOL BUILDING, MARSHALL TOWN

TWENTY-SEVENTH BIENNIAL REPORT

OF THE

Superintendent of Public Instruction.

INTRODUCTION.

The value of a report consists in the accuracy of the statis-
tical tables and in the importance of the information contained in
its pages. In Iowa the statute makes it the duty of the superin-
tendent of public instruction to communicate wnatever plans he
may have in mind for the more perfect organization and the
improvement of the common schools. This duty is one of the
gravest imposed upon him by the law. In a great state like
Towa no one mind can grasp the entire situation and do justice
to it in every particular.

Accordingly in compiling this report we have availed our-
selves of the thoughts and opinions of the best minds in our
schools. We have made no recommendations which we do not
believe to be fully warranted by the experience and sound
judgment of our ablest teachers. IFurther than this we have
included no recommendations which we do not believe demanded
by the immediate and imperative needs of our schools.

The new census shows us that there are over two millions of
people within our borders. The school system must grow as
the state grows. That which was sufficient twenty years ago is
not adequate for to-day. This applies to teachers, to buildings,
to text-books and libraries, in fact to everything pertaining to
the school. Nearly five hundred and fifty thousand children
come to the doors of our school rooms every year for instruc-

tion. Owing to circumstances which no one can control, this
2
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instruction must in many instances be of the most limited char-
acter.

There is such a thing as a wise economy in school affairs.
But to deprive these children of the benefit of teachers skilled
in the best methods, of books best calculated to inform and
strengthen the mind, of schoolhouses built in accordance with
the most enlightened sanitary requirements,—in short, to with-
hold any of the influences or environments calculated to make
them upright, moral citizens, is worse than a blunder on the
part of the state. It is a crime which cannot be atoned for in
the lifetime of a generation.

Iowa spends eight and a half millions annually on her public
schools. This is over four dollars to each man, woman, and
child of the population. The question that confronts us is not
how to lessen this sum, but how to get the best possible results
from the money expended. If by wisely legislating we can
double the efficiency of our schools, we at the same time more
than double the value received for every dollar invested. But
the value of thé school to the child cannot be measured by dol-
lars and cents. If through the unwiilingness of the public to
provide efficient means of instruction the opportunities of child-
hood are lost, they are lost forever, If the child is crippled, the
man will be lame all his life.

We come to the body of this report in the spirit of Horace
Mann:

The public school knows no distinction of rich and poor, of
bond and free, or between those who, in the imperfect light of
this world, are seeking through different avenues to reach the
gate of heaven. Without money and without price, it throws
open its doors, and spreads the table of its bounty for all the
children of the state. Like the sur, it shines not only upon the
good, but upon the evil, that they may become good; and, like
the rain, its blessings descend not only upon the just, but upon
the unjust, that their injustice may depart from them, and be
known no more.

North Des Moines High School, Fourteen Rooms, Cost $30,000.
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THE GREAT NEED OF OUR SCHOOLS.

There is no educational question before the public of greater
moment than how to secure and to maintain a supply of compe-
tent teachers for the public schools. Other states have already
recognized this fact and are shaping legislation so as to meet it.

Massachusetts has just opened four mnew normal schools,
making ten in that state. Illinois through its last legislature
provided for two additional schools, making five in all. Wis-
consin has six normals, with a new one to be opened the coming
summer. Within the last four years the accommodations for
students in her normal schools have been doubled. Pennsyl-
vania has a peculiar system. That state is divided into thirteen
normal school districts. The buildings are in the main fur-
nished by the city in which the school is located, and each
school is supported largely by local patronage. Yetduring the
year ending June 5, 1894, the special and direct appropriations
for normal schools were over $409,000. During the same year,
in order to encourage and aid normal students, Pennsylvania
paid out $111,700. In 1894 Minnesota expended $27,000 state
appropriation for the support of institutes and training schools,
$38,000 for the support of state high schools, and $58,000 for
normal schools. During the biennial period 1893-4 California
expended $251,600 for the support and improvement of three
normal schools. Rhode Island has just erected a new build-
ing for her normal school, at an expense of $300,000. The
last legislature of New York put a law upon the statute book
that after January 1, 1897, no one shall be allowed to teach in a
school supported by public funds who has not had some degree
of special preparation for the work. According to the report
of the state superintendent, New York expended in 1893 for
teachers’ institutes, $28,145; for teachers’ training classes, $51,-
770, and for normal schools, $320,135.

This expensive legislation has been brought about by a rap-
idly growing sentiment that the great need of the schools is an
increase in the number of really competent teachers.
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What means have we in Towa for supplying teachers with
special training for their work? Our county institutes cost the
state only $4,500 annually. True, the amount expended on
them is over $50,000, but with the exception of the $50 paid by
the state to each county, the whole amount is paid directly by
the teachers. Our one normal school at Cedar Falls turns
out from its different courses 150 graduates each year. A
much larger number of teachers receive partial instruction
covering one year or more. We have a few private normals
which do good work. Our state university and some of our
denominational colleges have excellent chairs of pedagogy.
But when we recall the fact that 25,000 teachers are in our
schools each year, that it requires nearly 17,700 to fill our
school rooms at one time, we realize that our present means
of training teachers for our common schools are entirely inad-
equate.

The statistics show that during the school year 1894-5, 3,876
teachers in our schools had no experience, and that 3,852 others
had an experience of less than one year.

The schools in our towns and cities absorb nearly all the
graduates of the normal school, and are also continually on the
lookout for other teachers with preparation for their work, so
that this army of young and inexperienced teachers find their
places of work in the country schools or in those of our smaller
villages. And this is repeated year after year.

We do not think it necessary to argue this point. It is con-
ceded by every intelligent person who has given the subject
any thought, that special preparation on the part of the teacher
is as necessary as in any other calling or profession. We may
as well look the matter squarely in the face. There is every
reason to speak well of the teachers of Iowa. We have met
them in associations, in institutes, and in their schools, and we
know that they are doing work of which they have no reason
to be ashamed. Yet only 11,848 first grade certificates have
been granted during the past year, while in the same period
14,336 second grade certificates were issued, and 1,145 third
grade, and this in view of the fact that the standard of county
examinations is not as high as it should be. In the last ten
years the increase of those holding first grade certificates has
been only about 4 per cent.

We are aware that this is not a sure criterion of the condi-
tion of our teachers. The law makes no distinction between

‘ m 1 SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 23
‘m' re of certificates. Hence the standard varies
m 1diﬁ::e§rﬁisrlties, as each superintendent ma.kes hi-s own.
B i ry much depends upon the closeness with Whlch'the
_Aga.u.l, k. sycrutinizes the papers of the candidates. Various
“ mmm?)iditions affect the importance to be attached to these
e sc but there is enough value in them to show us that our
c’ement is not rapid, ar'ld that there is abundan.lt‘ reason
hy we should address ourselves to the task. of raising -the
a . dard of qualifications, and at the same time of- placing
hin the reach of our teachers the means of meeting such
uirements as may be reasonably dema'nded of them. '
There are two points to be kept in view. The teachers in
common schools must have a thorough knowledge of the
nches they are required to teach. No supplemgnta.ry knowl-
e can supply a deficiency in the common English branches.
e cannot expect them to teach without the'use of a text-book,
¢ ﬁce it becomes all the more necessary to instruct them. ho.w
use the text-book to the best advantage. The other Pomt is
tﬁat more teachers fail in school ma,na.ge.an.lent, than in any
3 ‘other particular. They may have the rec.1u1s1te know}edge, but
‘they do not possess the faculty of putting the affairs of the
school in running order, and of keeping them so. : '
The larger part of our teachers, when they begin their work
_ have never seen any other school than that which they at.atended,
and hence have no high ideal in their minds toward w'hlch the_y
~ are to work. As the average time of teaching in this state is
not far from four years, it is apparent that every teacher should
~ comie to the work with a fair degree of skill, and not be com-
pelled as at present to gain most of her knowledge of the prac-
tice of teaching, through costly experiment, and to the harm
and neglect of her school. The children and youth of Towa are
worthy the very best teachers that can be secured for them.
Before they enter the school room, these teache'rs need the
directions which an experienced teacher alone can give them, so
that they may avoid those practices of discipline and govern-
ment which nullify and destroy even the best methods of
 instruction.
' These are the simplest and yet the most pressing wants of
- the majority of our teachers. They must havea b.etter academ-
- ical preparation, and broader and more practical 1d.eas of what
- constitutes an acceptable school. Other qualifications are not
to be overlooked, such as character, the teaching spirit, and a
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clear understanding of the purposes of an education, but these
two are the minimum, without which no teacher can be success-
ful in our common schools.

Nor is this lowering the standard of common school educa-
tion. Rather, it is raising it. If as the result of -their school-
ing, boys and girls can read intelligently, and if they have at
the same time acquired a taste for good reading, if they can
compute rapidly or accurately so as to meet the requirements of
ordinary business transactions, if they can use the English lan-
guage so as to express themselves clearly, if they write, spell,
capitalize and punctuate so as not to attract attention by their
ignorance, if they have such a knowledge of the government
under which they live and of their country’s history, that they
are proud of their heritage, and determined to preserve it,—if
above all things else they have become animated with the desire
to live as worthy men and noble women, the teacher of that
school has laid the foundations upon which a grand life may be
reared, although the child may never see the inside of a college
or even of a high school. ’

Elementary education is at the foundation not alone of all
higher education, but it is the basis of good citizenship, because
it is all the education which the great majority of our citizens
obtain from the schools. In order that this work may be well
done the state must bring the means of efficient preparation to
the very doors of the teachers, and having done that, debar from
the position of teacher all those who will not avail themselves
of this proffered aid.

MEANS OF TRAINING TEACHERS.

There is a greater demand than ever before for good teach-
ers. Some school boards will have none except those who hold
first grade certificates. Other boards will have none but those
with successful experience. Still others require that every
candidate must be a graduate of some school that makes a spe-
cialty of preparing teachers for their work. The state should
encourage this tendency on the part of boards, because it is so
plainly in the interest of good schools. To meet this demand
for trained teachers, various means are at our disposal.




High School, East Des Moines.
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SUMMER SCHOOLS.

~ Ip Minnesota the law provides for a summer school at the
versity. At the session held in 1894, over 1,000 teach-

o uni
They were experienced teachers rep-

were in attendance.
ting every grade of work.

ovision should be made at our state university, during the

mer vacation, for a summer school of a grade suitable for

teachers of the high schools. We have there libraries,

aratus, laboratories, museums, lecture rooms, and all the

her accessories needed to make such a school a success. A

imilar school for grade teachers should be held at the same

time at the state normal school.

- We could thus put to a most profitable use the educational

. gqﬁipments of these institutions, which now, at that time of the
vear, are of no use whatever to the state. These schools would
~ afford to our teachers the means of healthy growth in the sub-
jects taught, and would send them back to their schools with
higher aspirations, and with new and fresh enthusiasm. They
could do a work for these teachers that the county normals
cannot do, on account of the limitations which surround them.

’
THE HIGH SCHOOLS.

In the state there are something over 130 high schools with
a four years’ course of instruction. Many of these schools
have fair libraries and apparatus, and competent instructors.
The state ought to utilize these schools in the training of
teachers. The instructors in these schools are many of them
graduates of the normal school, the university, or of some rep-
utable college, and the quality of high school work is improv-
ing every year. Many of their graduates go directly into our
schools, without further preparation. If they have been rightly
trained under a skillful teacher, these graduates have habits of
thought and study, and a practical knowledge of schools gained
in their course through the different grades, which gives them
the key to success, and is often a fair subsfitute for more spe-
cial preparation.

It is not true that a teacher cannot succeed without some
special training. Neither is it true that professional training
will supply all deficiencies in other respects. Yet itis true that
a good teacher may be vastly improved if rightly instructed in
the essentials of her work.
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It is possible to inaugurate in the last year of the high school
course, a thorough review of the common English branches, with
one or two terms of work in the study of school management for
the special benefit of those intending to teach. These schools
should have such recognition by the state as would prove an
incentive to them to arrange their courses of study so as to
meet the approval of the superintendent of public instruction.

COLLEGES.

So great are the educational wants of this vast state that we
ought to avail ourselves of every possible means of inducing the
best talent among the graduates of our colleges to enter the pro-
fession of teaching. The<e graduates furnish a large proportion
of our high school teachers, and many others are employed as
principals in many of our smaller towns and villages, giving
part of their time to supervision as well as to teaching.

Some of the smaller colleges are doing most effective educa-
tional work. They should be encouraged to make the principles
of education and the art of school management part of their
course, and then their graduates, having had one year’s suc-
cessful experience after their graduation, should be eligible to
the state certificate without further examination, and at the
expiration of the state certificate, to the state diploma, provided

they furnish the state board of examiners satisfactory proofs of
success.

TRAINING CLASSES.

New York appropriates annually out of certain funds the sum
of $60,000 for instruction in the science and practice of common
schcol teaching, under rules and regulations prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction. The design of the law is
primarily to supply competent persons to act as teachers in the
rural schools.

We have taken much pains to investigate this feature of the
New York school law, with a view to determine its adaptability
to our wants in Iowa.

The comments from those who have a practical knowledge of
its workings are so favorable, that we feel warranted in recom-
mending a calm and candid consideration of its merits. We
quote as follows from the last New York report:

No expenditure made by the state for education has yielded better

returns than can be shown in the improvement of the teaching service
through the agency of the teachers’ training classes. This demand for

PERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. A

ing . pormal schools and colleges to over-
e 1s g o.nly tflilleil:t?aezlél;r?ce in and demoustrating the necessity
A mcrea?[ﬁ;n see in the encouragement and development. of
- ossibilities in the direction of ap improved teaching
fre pk(; in a certain degree, of the nature of normal schools,
‘g pa‘r‘,lata,b,'ished on a firm basis, substantially aided and prop-
i behescou;'se of study provided for them can be artie}llabed
- ermal schools, and thus form an important link in the
bi ﬁ:;k gfﬁeienb plan to secure trained teachers for all our schools.
en

e also allowed to quote from a private letter from one

i ’ training classes:
upervisors of teachers’ training

i : ve the right plan of training teachers .for
3 conlv 11108‘31: 1;3;;‘7?811:0 establislgl in one hundred or more u.nlon
‘hoo:s;demies, training class departments, x-Pqu'iring as a basis of
. inimum standard of scholarship, and laying out a c.our'se_of
ﬁzﬁu cover a review of subject matter and a:t the same mmef g1;e
embers of these classes during the year cqnm'derable \.work 1; td e
~ d philosophy of education and of questioning ar.xd in methods.
g;'!:bex?s of the class also will have ample oppf)rbun1ty to obst:xi-rvle
4 of teaching, and frequently to act as substitutes, thus securing
Jerience which comes from actual practical school work.

have printed the main features of this law, with some
tional comments under the title: Important School Legisla-
in Other States.

ADDITIONAL NORMAL SCHOOLS.

We have in lowa, with the one now in pro.cess of.erectlo.n,
itals for the insane, two penitentiaries, an 1ndust;1'1a,1
ool for boys at Eldora, and one for gir1§ at Mitchellvﬂlei:
deaf and dumb, the blind, the feeble I.nmded., are all we 1
ded for. It is time for us to turn our 1mmed1ate- attenmorz
making preparation for more normal SCl:lO(?lS. This prese'xl:
neral assembly ought to appoint a commission to select a si e
d to obtain necessary estimates with a view of submitting
em to the Twenty-seventh General Assembl'y. .
We need one school for training teachers m.each section of
state. These schools need not necessarily be of equal
ade \with the one at Cedar Falls. A course of two years,
ned strictly to preparation of teachers in elementary v‘v%rlk,
uld, under our present circumstances, prove .most favora < k(la.
Phe work of preparation for high school positions and for g
per grades, can well be left to the school at Cedar Falls an
he state university.
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This plan spreads the expense of establishing these normals
over several years, and therefore would prove far from burden-
some to the state.

Leaving to the state normal already established and to the
university the work they are now doing so well, these addi-
tional schools should be made to subserve the interests of the
rural schools. Their course of study should be made to bear
directly upon rural life and its environments. The instructors
should be chosen because of their peculiar fitness for that dis-
tinctive line of work. We commend this subject with great
earnestness to the thoughtful consideration of the members of
the general assembly.

THE INSTITUTES.

The usefulness of the teachers’ institutes is beyond question.
As at present conducted they form an essential and almost
indispensable means of partially instructing teachers for our
commron schools. Their origin dates back to almost the ear-
liest days of our statehood, and many of our strongest men and
women of these times were enthusiastic instructors in them.
The institute law of 1874 made a radical change in the nature
of the institute, and a consequent change in the manner of con-
ducting it. Previous to that time there was no fee charged for
enrollment, and while the schools were closed and teachers were
compelled to attend the institute, they were piid the same as
though present in their schools. There was an element of
fairness and justice in this provision, and it should have been
retained in the present law. The state pays 5200 into the
treasury of the agricultural fair in each county in which the-
fair is held, intended as an encouragement to these fairs. This
is right, it is wise, the state can well afford it. But why should
not the state deal as liberally by the institute as by the fair?
Is agriculture of more consequence than general education?
Can the farms or the product of the farms be for a moment
compared with the welfare of our children? If we could we
would submit the question to the-intelligent people of Iowa,
and willingly abide the result. The least the state can do, if it
would deal righteously, would be to pay into the institute treas-
ury each year such a sum as would release from the enrollment
fee every person in the county who is actively engaged in the
work of teaching. Kven then as long as each teacher must
pay an examination fee, the teachers of the county would stiil

|
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i ne-half the funds by which the institute is S\'Jpported.
furmSh'gstruction given in the institutes is not of as high grade
'-Phehtn;[d be. The character of the institute differs grea-tly.
- 1’5. . ent counties, and is likely to vary with every change of
e erintendént. The opinion is prevalent that too much
cf) unt}t Sl'lx}:en to cursory reviews, with the aim continually in
m.me ” fgl assine an examination and obtaining a certificate. To
51.ght %5 (moti;?e prominence destroys the life of the institute,
5712 ;lllenthusiasm, and tends to bring the instruction down to
fhe level of the district school. : phoy o O
1t is both the quantity and the quality of.‘aﬁzadem.m 1?5 3 "
ith which we find fault. We get supicril(:ml 1fesults'w en w
b % to cover in two weeks’ time suhject matter which WO'uld
aJmenilrpe at least a whole year of schooling, to do it any ‘j ustice.
ﬁ:;ly of the teachers come to the institute, it is .true, with very
meager preparation, and this must cugtmue 11111;1.1 ﬂ-l,e, state flur1
nishes additional means of preparation, and 1n§15Lsh up(? 11-;
higher standard of qualifications on the part of those who asp
'S,
4 '?‘iziazgzlm the work of instructi(?n is often in incompetefl’t
hands. Not that the majority of the instructors are not co;scrl-
entious, and desirous of doing the best they can. 7 We ‘be; ey ;
they are eminently so. But many o_f thegl do not dlstm,:,ultsl
between teaching teachers and teaching chlldren. : COIlS‘-Equel.l y
under their tuition, teachers learn their 1e§sons, Just;.as Foo mdlny
children in school learn theirs, with.a Ylew to l‘eCItat.lOIl OE y
They are not required to prepare a limited amount o't Wlor in
the manner they ought to prepare it to present to their classes.
The aim of the exercise does not reach beyond the remta‘mo}rll.
The instructors fail to grasp the full intent and purpose of the
ms’i‘lktgtilstitute must be kept close to its original purpose,
““the instruction of teachers and of those who may desire to
teach.” All others should be excluded from 1t}s ro%ls. . The
instructors should be chosen solely on account' of the.nr fitness
for the work of instructing teachers. To appoint an 1nstruct(?r
| because of his locality, or for no other reason than that his
influence may be available at some fut}lre time, or for some
political reason, robs the teachers of their hard earned money,
of their time, which is worth more thap m‘oney, and defeats
the purpose for which the institute is maintained.
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At present this department has little control over the
appointment of instructors in the institutes. There should be
some requirements established, some limitations fixed by law,
so that only the best material shall be selected for these respon-
sible positions. The state by enactment can put up a bar to
exclude incompetent persons much easier than the county
superintendent can.

The institute fund is very large. We call attention to its
gradual growth. In 1886 there was expended for instruction,
$41, 417, for incidentals, $8,363, unexpended balances, $16,361,
making a total of $66,142. During this present year we have
paid for instruction, $52,427, for incidentals, $9,713, unex-
pended balances, $18,188, making a total of $80,328. During
the institute season of 1895, 21,968 teachers were in attendance
against 18,026 in 1886.

It is much to the credit of the county superintendents that
there are no charges of defalcation or fraud in the expenditure
of these funds. Their disbursement should remain in the
hands of the superintendent, but at the same time the board of
supervisors ought to hold him to a strict accountability, and
settle with him as rigidly as with any other county officer.
There are many counties in which they do not do this, and thus
fail to conform to the plain provisions of the law.

These funds should not be frittered away for unworthy pur-
poses, nor should they be hoarded in the county treasury. The
report at the end of the year should show that every dollar has
been expended for the direct benefit of the teachers by whom
it was contributed.

In this connection we have urged upon county superintend-
ents, in counties carrying sufficient funds, to hold in the course
of the year, usually in the spring, an inspirational institute. It
should be ungraded and under the care of such experts in
educational matters that the best teachers in the county would
be glad to attend. The instructors should be persons who have
something to say that is worth hearing. It should be full of
fire and enthusiasm, and have something especially in the way
of lectures that would draw the attention of the people to
what is going on. Wherever this has been tried it has been a
marked success.

In connection with a summer school for teachers at the state
wniversity, to which reference is made in another part of this
report, there should be a section devoted in the main to the
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ests of those who desire to work as instructors in insti-
This would prove of immense benefit to them, and
¢h them to the teachers of the state.
is found necessary in other states to provide means for a
ul inspection by competent persons of the work done in
institutes. Such a provision should be made in JTowa. The
: expended are too vast, the interests involved are of too
sat moment to be longer neglected. It is impossible for the
H rintendent of public instruction to visit more than twenty-
of these institutes in a year. For his krowledge of them
must depend very largely upon the reports from the county
erintendents. He should have the power, or rather it should
made his duty, to appoint as his agents, men and women
inently qualified, who should visit institutes as directed by

11 [)

n, inspect class work, lecture to the teachers and to the public
educational matters, and make a report to be incorporated
h his report to the general assembly, and he should have a
feient sum at his disposal to pay their expenses and a rea-

onable compensation.
The following considerations are pertinept to this whole
- subject:
5 The county superintendent, or whatever officer controls the institute,
_ peeds to have a better understanding of the relations which ought to exist
between his annual institute and the work in his county. He needs to-
- appreciate the fact that raising the grade of teachers’ certificates is no cri-
. terion at all of a successful institute, especially when it ends there; that
unless in his visits to the schools under his care he can see the results of
~ the institute cropping out in increased enthusiasm and in improved methods
of teaching, he cannot consider that his institute was in any respect a
success.

As soon as the officer who has charge of the school interests of a county
begins to look for results, he will also study the means by which he hopes
to accomplish these results, and his investigations will lead him to the
conclusion that not every good teacher is fitted to be a good institute
instructor, and that not every good instructor is fitted to be a good institute
conductor. The whole instruction of the institute must have unity if it iste
have strength. There should be running through all its work the influence
~ of one strong, clear, discriminating /mind, guiding and directing every
~ exercise to one end, and that end should be to increase and strengthen the
teaching power of the teachers.

As soon as it becomes apparent that the academical instruction in the
institute is incidental to the professional, and that the main purpose is te
make teachers more skillful, and hence more self-reliant in the work of the
sehool, then there will be less pressure from those who never expect te
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teach, and a better attendance of those who really desire to become experts
in the profession. '

The professional work, if it is to reach the highest degree of success,
must be given by those who are adepts in methods of imparting knowledge,
who have that enthusiasm which begets enthusiasm, who are to the teachers
in the classes as the steel is to the flint, and whose instructionsare guided by
that wise philosophy which induces a spontaneous, yet lasting, self-activity

- on the part of the learner.
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NORMAL SCHOOL.

It is not necessary to add much to the reports of the board
of directors and president of the normal school at Cedar Falls.
They have asked for nothing which is not almost an absolute
necessity. We desire, however, to emphasize the need of a
larger teaching force. The present instructors receive a
smaller salary than they could obtain for their services in
graded schools, yet they have not in one instance failed to
respond to the demands made upon them by the steadily increas-
ing number of students.

In order to meet the exigencies of the situation during the
past two years, the board, after transferring from the students’
contingent to the teachers’ fund, all that could safely be taken,
have been forced to engage new teachers at salaries altogether
disproportionate to the work expected of them. This state of
affairs ought not to continue. ~ The people have great confidence
in the school, and send their young men and young women
there expecting that the time and expense will be fully recom- -
pensed by their increased fitness for the position of teacher.
The board do not ask for any more than the demands of the
school require, if we are to meet the expectations of those for
whose benefit the school was established.

. It is not ever’ grade teacher who is fitted to instruct in a
normal school’. We need here the most skillful, the best
trained, and the most thoughtful instructors that we can
obtain. We need teachers of strong personality, who can make
so deep an impression upon the students, that the schools in
which these students are employed as teachers, will feel the
influence of their normal training.

The school is worthy of commendation in all its departments.
The board both as a body and individually take great interest
in the welfare and in the progress of the students. In addition
to their regular meetings, a committee of their number visit
the school every term, mingle freely with the students, confer
with the officers, and carefully inspect all its workings. The
usefulness of the school has been greatly enhanced by the
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continuous good will and kindly feeling which pPr;’ades every
department of the institution.

The contingent fund must also be largely increased. In
several lines there is urgent call for better opportunities than
can now be afforded. In short, the school stands in need of a
more generous and a more ample support from the state. The
work it is doing extends into nearly every county, and its
influence is felt in all grades of schools. There is a great and
increasing demand for teachers who have had suitable special
training for their work. The school at Cedar Falls is doing all
in this direction that we can expect of it under present condi-
tions. It will do more for our schools just in proportion as the
state will furnish the means.

To correct an erroneous impression that the normal school
is educating teachers for our high schools only, we call atten-
tion to the statement of the president upon this point. Proba-
b'y no school of its kind is doing better work for the teachers
in our elementary schools. We quote directly from president
Seerley’s report:

The statistics, as well as the catalogue, show that a large number of the
students instructed in this school are country school teachers, and a large
number of those enrolled in the first year of the course do not finish more
than that at any one time, and then return to the country schools to teach.
At least five hundred enrolled in the year 1894-95 will not be in school the
next year, but will be teachigg in the country districts of Towa, saving
their wages with the hope of returning before long to continue their edu-
cation.

Very great pains have been taken so to arrange the curric-
ulum of studies that these teachers with limited time and more
limited means may get the education and training which will
best fit them for work in the rural schools.

STATE UNIVERSITY.

The needs of the university are clearly set forth in the reports
of the board of regents and the president. The recommendations
and suggestions embodied in the reports are worthy very care-
ful consideration.

In the collegiate department, many of the classes are recit-
ing in rooms overcrowded, dark, and ill-ventilated, a positive
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menace to the health of the students. The library, of over
forty thousand volumes, one of the most valuable collections of
books west of the Mississippi, is in a room over the physical
~ laboratory, where notwithstanding all the care that is taken, it

*  is in constant danger of destruction by fire. This includes the
famous Talbot library, a gift to the university, and which alone
is worth $20,000.

The natural history collection in the science building has
given the university a reputation at Harvard and Yale, with the
Smithsonian Institution, and even among the scientists of
Europe. Some of the most valuable specimens of this collec-
~ tion are stored under theroof in the garret, boxed up, because
~ no proper provision has yet been made for displaying them.

L This collection should be removed as soon as possible to a
fireproof building. If it should be destroyed, not only a large
sum of money, but the patient labors of twenty-five years would
be required to replace that part of it which could now be col-
= lected. The regents state the whole truth when they say that
- much of this collection can never be again secured, because of
~ the extinction of species. It is almost criminal to allow either
the library or the museum to remain longer in this exposed con-
dition. =,

No one acquainted with the results which the university is
accomplishing can help wondering that, with the inadequate
appliances at the disposal of the regents, so high a standard
has been attained in all departments of university work. The
competition between schools of true university grade is as
strong as in any other line of work. Rival universities are well
supplied with buildings, libraries, apparatus, endowments, and
everything which conduces to success. Our state university is
deficient in most of these particulars, and yet the institution is
steadily gaining in rank and reputation. This has been accom-
plished largely by the energy, enthusiasm, and untiring labors
of the several faculties of the different departments. They can-
not be too highly commended for their faithfulness to the trust
posed in them by the regents.

It is now an opportune time for the state to come to the
scue’of the university. The policy hitherto has been to pro-
de for the immediate wants of the institution so as to enable
to tide over each succeeding biennial period. Consequently
regents have not been able to enter upon any broad, far-
hing plans, looking to that harmonious development of the
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university, which alone can make it strong in its work, and
worthy this great state. They are forced to spend most of the
time, when they meet, in contriving how to dole out the pittance
at their disposal so as to satisfy some present emergency, with-
out regard to what the future may require. Such action is
S}licidal and can bring no lasting results. In these days, when
life moves so fast, a temporizing policy invites destruction. The
state ought to enter upon a line of policy which is to extend
over a series of five or even ten years.

While it is for the wisdom of the general assembly to devise
how it can best be done, a permanent income, liberal as is
worthy of a state out of debt, and fertile in its resources, should
be placed at the disposal of the regents, in order that they may
plan wisely and well for the substantial growth of the university
in the near future. In other states, the tax of a fraction of a
mill has been found to be the most effective and least burden-
some way of raising a permanent revenue for university
purposes. We urge the adoption of this method in Iowa,
because we believe it would free the regents from many embar-

rassments, and would be certain to strengthen the university in
every department. )

STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION.

During the forty years of its existence the usefulness of
the state association has proved the wisdom of the men and
women who founded it. It takes rank with the best and most
successful of such associations in the entire country. Many of
its earlier members are dead, and others have passed out of the
profession, but the debt of gratitude the state owes to them
can never be paid.

The meeting once a year of so many men and women, repre-
senting every phase of educational work in the state, tends to
unify, strengthen, and dignify the profession. The college
professor and the teacher from the rural school or the village,
find that they have common interests, and can be mutually
helpful.

At the meeting in December, 1894, the library section and
the school directors’ convention were incorporated as perma-
_nent features of the association, and the minutes of their meet-
ings furnish some of the most interesting papers in the volume
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of proceedings.

Assembly, autho
ings of the state association,

educa,tional interests of the state.

to publish two v
papers of lasting value,
libraries of the state, to mem
members of the associa

the work of education in Iowa.

As a matter of history we renew

The law passed by the Twenty-fifth General
rizing this department to publish the proceed-
has proved of great benefit to the
We have thus been enabled
olumes of two hundred pages each, containing
and to distribute them among the
bers of the general assembly, to
tion, and to other persons interested in

the list of those who have

acted as presidents of the association, with the present address
of those living, as far as we can learn it:

YEAR.  PLACE.

Muscatine
1854 Towa CiLy,,

PRESIDENT.

*J. A. Parvin,

1855. No meeting was held this year.

_. Iowa City,
1856. pruscatine,
Dubuque,
* Towa City,
1858. Davenport,

1859. Washington,

1860. Tipton,
1861. Muscatine,

1862. Mt. Pleasant,

1863. Grinnell,
1864. Dubuque,
1865. Oskaloosa,

1866. Cedar Rapids,

1867. Des Moines,
1868. Keokuk,

1869. Marshalltown,

1870. Waterloo,

1871. Council Bluffs,

1872. Davenport,
1873. Iowa City,
1874. Des Moines,
1875. Burlington,
1876. Grinnell,

18717. Cedar Rapids,
1878. Marshalltown,
1879. Independence,

1880. Des Moines,
1881. Oskaloosa,

1882. Cedar Falls,
1883. Des Moines,

1884. Des Moines,

1J. L. Enos,

)
;— *D. F. Wells,

2, C. Nestlerode,
*F. Humphrey,
*D. F. Wells,

*A. S, Kissell,

2. C. Nestlerode,
sM. K. Cross,

‘H. K. Edson,

*Q. Faville,

L. F. Parker,
*M. M. Ingalls,
oT, S. Parvin,
"W. M. Brooks,
8J. Piper,

¢S, J. Bucek,

s, N. Fellows,
uy,, M. Hastings,
*A. Armstrong,
*J. H. Thompson,
12C. P. Rogers,

1BPhebe W. Sudlow,

“Henry Sabin,
*W. J. Shoup,

*R. G. Saunderson,
153, Calvin,

wR. A. Barkness,
], L. Klinefelter,
1H, H. Seerley,

.,

LOCATED THEN.

Muscatine.

Cedar Rapids.

Towa State University.

Prin. Union School, Tipton.
Cedar Rapids.

Towa State University.

City Supt., Davenport.

City Supt., Tipton.

Tipton.

Denmark Academy.

Supt. Public Instruction.
Towa College.

Musecatine.

Towa State University.
Tabor College.

City Supt., Manchester.
TIowa College.

lowa State University.
City Supt., Ottumwa.

City Supt., Council Bluffs,
City Supt., Des Moines.
City Supt., Marshalltown.
City Supt., Davenport.
City Supt., Clinton.

Prin. Lincoln School, Dubuque.
City Supt , Burlington.
Towa State University.
Parsons College.

Co. Supt., Cerro Gordo Co.
«@ity Supt., Oskaloosa.
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1885. Des Moines, "W, I". King,

1886. Des Moines, *M. W. Bartlett,

1887. Cedar Rapids, L. T. Weld, “City Supt., Nevada.

1888. Des Moines, *J. L. Pickard, Towa State University.

1889. Des Moines, *Lottie E. Granger, Co. Supt., Page Co.

1890. Des Moines,  *.J. MecNaughton, City Supt., Council Bluffs.

1891. Des Moines, *H. H. Freer, Cornell College.

1892. Cedar Rapids, *7T. H. Hacker, Co. Supt., Franklin Co.

1893. Des Moines, *'F. B. Cooper, City Supt., Des Moines.
1894, Des Moines, **W. M. Beardshear, Iowa Agricultural College.

1895. Des Moines, *R. C. Barrett, Co. Supt., Mitchell Co.

*Deceased.

Present Address: 1. Enos, Fla. 2. Fostoria, Ohio. 3. Waterloo. 4 T 8 5
Grinnell. 6. Cedar Rapids. 7. Tabor. 8. Chicago. TIl. 9. (jl?innelﬁ i?()’}d]l:'av.-
ette. 11. Towa City. 12. Marshalltown. 13. Davenport. Des Moines. 15.
Towa City. 16. TFairfield. 17. Mason City. 18. Cedar Falls. 19. Mt. Vernon. 20.
Cedar Falls. 21. Nevada. 22. JIowa City. 23. Owatonna, Minn. 24, Prescott,
Ariz. 25. Mt. Vernon. 26. Hampton. 27. Des Moines. 28. Ames. 20. Osage.

Cornell College.
Towa State Normal School.

The following is the program of the meeting which will be
held in Des Moines the coming winter:

PROGRAM v

GENERAL ASSOCIATION.

FIRST DAY.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 195.
EVENING.,

7:30-—Music. Invocation. Music.
Address of welcome—Hon. George G. Wright, Des Moines.
Response—President George A. Gates, Grinnell.
President’s Address—County Superintendent R. C. Barrett, Osage.
Musie.

SECOND °*DAY.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1896.
MORNING.

9:00—Music. Invocation.
Announcement of committees.
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Business.
9:30—Our common school system:
Tts defects—F'. J. Sessions, Waterloo.
Its remedies—F. B. Cooper, Des Moines.
" (General discussion. :
X 10:30—Is the laboratory method of teaching the natural sciences in the
average fowa high school feasible?
Affirmative—F. A. Lacey, Shenandoah.
Negative—O. E. French, Creston.
Discussion:
Affirmative—Inez F. Kelso, Atlantic.
Negative—Emma J. Fordyce, Cedar Rapids.

EVENING.
7:30—Music.
Lecture by Nicholas Murray Butler, of Columbia College, New
York, President of the National Association in 1895.

Musie.

THIRD DAY.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 1896.
MORNING.

9:00—Music. Invocation. Business.
The benefits of the township high school. Is it desirable?
J. S. Shoup, Le Mars.
Discussion:
H. L. Coffeen, Decorah.
Geo. C. Fracker, Shueyville.
9:30—Address by the superintendent of public instruction, Hon. Henry
Sabin.
:00—Mentally deficient children—generally termed ‘ feeble-minded.”’
k. . M. Powell, superintendent Towa Institution for Feeble-
minded Children, Glenwood.
General discussion.
:30—What can the legislature do for our public schools?
Hon. J. H. Trewin, Lansing.
Discussion: "
Judge M. J. Walk, Towa City.
Professor H. H. Freer, Mt. Vernon.
Hon. C. A. Irwin, Sioux City.
Wm. Wilcox, Des Moines.

—How far should the college determine the course of study for the
high school, and how far should the high school determine the
course pursued in the college?

C. A. Schaeffer, President Towa State University, lowa City.

Discussion:

L T. Weld, Nevada.
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Thomas Nicholson, Mt. Vernon.
‘W, A. Deering, Tabor.

AFTERNOON.

2:00—Reports of committees:
On nominations.
On president’s address.
On resolutions.
Treasurer’s report. ’
Report of committee on necrology. g
2:30—School libraries—how to establish and maintain them.
S. K. Stevenson, Towa City.
Discussion: -
O. P. Bostwick, Clinton. <
W. S. Wilson, Rock Rapids.
3:00—Patriotism in our public schools.
C. P. Colgrove, Nora Springs.
Discussion:
Lillian Lewis, West Liberty.
Elizabeth Perkins, Sioux City.
3:30—Half hour among the kickers.
(At liberty to kick at anything under the sun.)
A. B. Warner, Harlan.
W. A. Doron, Monticello.
A. A. Weaver, Webster City.
A. V. Storm, Storm Lake.
J. Fletcher Brown, Indianola.
A. R. Sale, Mason City.
L. W. Parish, Cedar Falls.

AUXILIARY ASSOCIATIONS.

Since the date of the last report, four strong associations
have been formed as auxiliary to the state teachers’ association.
The northwestern association held its first meeting at Storm
Lake, May 24, 1894, and its second at Sioux City, April 18, 1895.
The northeastern held its first meeting at Waterloo, November
8, 1894, and its second at Charles City, October 17, 1895. The
southeastern met at Fairfield, February 14, 1895, and the south-
western at Council Bluffs, April 11, 1895.

At these meetings the attendance was far in excess of what
might reasonably have been expected, being composed largely
of teachers who seldom attend the state association in the win-
ter. In many cases boards have allowed their teachers to close
the schools and attend these meetings without losing the day.
Teachers in the country schools and the smaller villages have
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availed themselves of the advantages offered by these sectional
meetings. At each of them a special section has been devoted
to tne directors, and the interest shown by school officers has
been very encouraging.

There is no reason why these associations may not become a
perma.nent factor in the educational forces of the state. So far
from detracting from the interest and attendance at the state
association, they seem to inspire teachers with a new zeal, and
the meeting of that body in 1894 was by far the largest in its
history.

The widespread interest awakened by these associations in
different parts of the state marks an era in the history of our
schools. This interest has reached far beyond the schools in
our cities and towns, so that in many of our country schools we
find the teacher following as far as possible the methods of the
best schools. In many communities the people will not be
satisfied with anything less. There is every evidence that this
interest will increase rathe» than diminisk during the coming
year. \

The department of public instruction has given its influence
and active cooperation to encourage these meetings of teachers
in each quarter of the state. The superintendent of public
instruction has allowed no other engagement to interfere with
his attendance. It is just also to the citizens of the cities in
which these auxiliary meetings are held, to say that they uni-
formly give the teachers a hearty welcome and provide gener-
ously for their entertainment and for all the accommodations
necessary to make the meeting a success. In order to show
the general trend of the papers and discussions, we publish a
synopsis of the programs.

MEETING AT STORM® LAKE, MAY 24, 1894,
GENERAL ASSOCIATION.

1. Discussion of country school problem.

2  Should a national committee be appointed to report on elementary
schools?

3. The cigarette habit among school boys.

4. Lecture by superintendent of public instruction.

5. Means necessary to secure needed school legislation.

6. How can we secure a supply of competent teachers?

SECTION MEETINGS. .

What should be expected from country school teachers?
Helps for country school teachers, and how to get them.

b
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3. How can we increase the salaries of country teachers?
4. State course of study for country schools.
5. Relative importance of language and arithmetic.
6. Desirable changes in the present courses of study below the high
school.

7. History in the high school.

8. Claim of the high school on the time of the pupil out of school
hours.

9. How may we raise the standard of the high schools and make their
work more uniform?

WATERLOO, NOVEMBER 8, 1894,
GENERAL ASSOCIATION.

1. Outsiders’ views of what the public schools most need.
2. Physical culture. Manual training. Civies. Supplémentary read-
ing. Schoolhouse sanitation.

3. Reading: how, what, why?

4. Needed school legislation and ways of obtaining it.

5. Are the public schools accomplishing what may be reasonably
expected of them? What should the patron expect? What should the
teacher expect? What may the taxpayer, who is not a patron, expet ¥ Do
the public schools meet these expectations?

6. Isit within the province of the high school to prepare pupils for
college?

7. The county institute: I'rom a county superintendent’s standpoint:
from a city school man’s standpoint: from a country teacher’s standpoint

SECTION MEETINGS.

1. Number of studies for each pupil, and length of recitation period.
2. How much should the teacher do for a pupil’s social life? The boy's
mother?

3. English: what, and how much? What becomes of the sixth and
seventh grade boy? Rhetoricals in the grades.

4. Nature study: is it a fad? Kindergarten work in towns and villages:
what is practicable? What professional recognition should primary
teachers have?

5. What should be expected of country teachers: As to education; as
to health: as to spirit and professional training?

6. Relative value of the branches in the common school course to the
average country pupil

7. What changes are desirable in the course of study below Re high
school?

8. How may the standard of Iowa high schools be raised and be made
more uniform?

4. The condition of country schoolhouses.

10. Rules for governing schools.
11.  Moral support school officers should give teachers.
12.  The relation of a college to the community.
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FATRFIELD, FEBRUARY 14, 1895.
GENERAL ASSOCIATION.

1. City supervision.

2. Duty of the board of directors. Duty of the superintendent. Duty
of the principal.

3. Should public exercises in connection with high school commence-
ments be abolished?

4. Incentives to good work.

5. Normal instruction. What is practicable? How can we obtain it for
our teachers?

6. English in the public schools.

7. The importance of reading.

8. Should the high s:hool prepare for college?
9. Child study.

SECTION MEETINGS.
1. The model schoolhouse. The director and the school. The supply

'of good teachers. Where can we get them? How shall we select the

teacher?

& 2. Country schools. In what do they excel? In what are they deficient?
B

The supply of teachers for the schools of the rural districts.
4. Educational meetings in the country.
5. 'The child’s first year in school.
6. What ought to be accomplished during the first four years in school:
In reading and language? In numbers?
7. In the absence of any special training, how may the teacher of young

. children fit herself for her work?

8. Individual instruction. Is it practicable in the graded school?
9. Science below the high school. What to teach in geography.
Recommendations from the committee of ten.
10. How much algebra should the high school graduate know? Should
algebra be taught in the grammar school? In the country school?

COUNCIL BLUFFS, APRIL 11, 1895.
GENERAL ASSOCIATION.

1. Modern methods in geography.

2. Inmstruction in English. 1In the district school. In the grades. In
the high school. .
Heating and ventilation.
School athletics. Correlation and unification of studies.
Self-preparation in the absence of professional training.
The teaching spirit. I he teacher in practical life.
The ideal district school. A library in every school room.
Patriotism and the schools.

™1 S B 8

SECTION MEETINGS.
School holidays.
Supply of text-books.
Is there a tendency to advance pupils beyond their capacity?
Writing in primary grades.
Uses of literature in the grades.

SR O



46 REPORT OF THE (¥4

Discipline in the grammar grades.

Rural school libraries.

Educational meetings in the country.
Nature study in the district school.
Requirements for admission to high school.
The normal school question.

FPowaa

bt

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS.

It speaks well for the educational life of the state that eighty-
six counties have county associations of teachers, sixty-five
report township meetings, fifty-seven have both township and
county organizations, while six have neither. \

There were held in the differcnt counties during the last
year 1,098 educational meetings. If we include the larger
associations, we have over 1,100 meetings in the interest of the
schools as a summary of the work of this character for the last
year. The report at the close of the last biennial period shows
eighty counties having associations, thirty-one in which town-
ship meetings were held, with a total of 634 meetings for the
entire state for the last year of that period.

This growth is the result of the active, energetic work of
county superintendents, aided by the enthusiastic and self-
denying labors of the teachers. They may well point to it with
pride. It is to be regretted that there are any counties in the
state in which no special educational meetings are held. during
the year. We hope the next biennial report will show than it
every county the teachers are organized in some form for their
mutual benefit. The helpfulness of these meetings cannot be
overestimated. Not alone teachers are stimulated by them to
greater effort, but the entire community takes on new life, as
they are brought in closer contact with their school interests.

A dead teacher in a live community is out of place. A live
teacher in a dead community becomes disheartened and fails to
do good work. But with a dead teacher in a dead community,
God pity the children.

These small gatherings of teachers, school officers and
parents, for mutual consultation and advice, are amiong the
most useful educational agencies in the state.

It also often happens that several townships unite in one meet-
ing, or several counties come together in an association. In

189. ] SUPERINTENDENT O PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

47
some counties regular meetings of school officers are main
tained. As a good s.ample of such a meeting, we print the
program of one held in October in Johnson county:

FORENOON PROGRAM.
COMMENCING AT 10 O’CLOCK.
Music. Silver Horn Quartette,

Paper. The People. What they have a right to expect of school officers

Prof. W. A. Willis. Discussion: F. A i
B e - A. Beranek, J. H, Fisher, J. W.

Address. School Sanitation and Architecture
Paper. Benefits of School Visitation by S(:hO(‘;l
Discussion: D. .J. Shetler, J. M. Mc'Faddon.
Music. Onward Roaming (Muller). S. U. I. Glee Club
Paper. Township High Schools. Their value to fhe com
system. P. I". Schwimley, Discussion: F. J. Pudil G e Tt
John Eggenborg, » George Hunter,
Paper. Moral Support School Offic S i
e I;.pA_ Whitg,l Sflfc’el;P;Il(\);Id Give Teachers. Alfred Pettis.

: illiam Cochran, W. .
Music. Chorus by pupils of Towa City Gr 3 y e
el 1ty Grammar School, directed by Miss 4

Prof. J. J. McConnell.
Officers. Samuel Lininger,

AFTERNOON PROGRAM.
COMMENCING AT 1:30 0’cLOCK.

Music. Blow ye Winds (Straub), S. U. 1. Glee Club
‘Paper. What constitutes a good school. E. D. Jone.w
F‘uhmneister, John Petsel, Bruce Patterson
Music. Towa City High School Quartette. .
Address. The American school, State Superintendent Henry S bi
Paper. ‘Teachers: Their appointment and dismissal. J. C Syenie:'n.
Adgcusswn: ) A.- D. 'J?homas, E. L. Bennett, J, F. Reynolds.. b '
ress. District Libraries: Their value to the school and th
nity. Superintendent W. F. Cramer, ! Bhaas
Paper. Needed school legislation. S. K. Stevenson
Ackerman, J, M. Thomas. '
Musice. Silver Horn Quartette.
Business meeting,

Discussion: A. P,

Dis-
e

Discussion: George
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STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS.

As required by the act establishing a state board of examin-
ers we append a detailed ac~ount of their expenses, and also the
names of all candidates {. whom certificates or diplomas have
been issued during the last biennial period.

Ve have also prepared a comparative table showing the
‘examinations held, the number of candidates examined, the fees
turned into the state treasury, and the expenses of the board
during their entire existence.

While the present law is in the main satisfactory, it needs
amending in several very important particulars.

At their regular meeting in June, 1895, the board appointed
three of their number as a committee to consider and report
what legislation is needed to make the work of the board more
effective. This committee consisted of President H. H. Seerley,
President C. A. Schaefter, and Superintendent E. E. Blanchard.

Their suggestions in the main are these:

The board should have power to employ a clerk, whose whole time
should be given to this work, at a salary of $1,000 and traveling expenses.
Such an officer should be competent to read many of the manuscripts, and
to conduct examinations under the direction of the board

The board should bs empowered to issue to high school teachers, special
certificates, based upon the branches usually taught in the high schools of
the state. They should also have authority to recognize primary teachers
of ability and success, and to grant them an examination calculated to test
knowledge of the best methods of primary work.

In the matter of revoking certificates, while the present law should
stand, giving the county superintendent power to lodge a complaint against
any teacher whom he thinks unworthy a state certificate or diploma, a
clause should be added giving the board power on their own motion to
revoke a certificate or diploma, for any reason which if known at the time,
would have prevented the granting of the same.

‘We believe these recommendations should be incorporated in
the law. The board of examiners have not been an expense to
the state. On the other hand, during the present biennial
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period the receipts from
£
the board by over $700 oes have exceeded the expenses of
There is a manife I
st dispositi
firat T . 1011 among >
e or the certificate, and afterwardsbf 0}1 } ‘ﬁea‘c?hers ook,
l\SN well to encourage. or the diploma, Which
e are thoroughly satisfi
for, to do th: i istiod that wibh il
e ilgic:}slsary work, the number of a;‘:)(ﬁs;ig ;Sk?g
el el e Statenwould be more than reimbursedmf1
i pense of §1,000. Tt would relieve thi i
is now something of a burden, and ewo:l?dOfﬁcet?f
) vastly

increase the efficien
At cy of the work possible to be done by the

»

“Ie ()l]s'()lll |() OlaJnll l}ll . Would lle]. tl}le

high schools and
d would te
capable teachers. nd towards the selection of more

It is

It is especi i
VL o fh :1}31;13; t;:l;)ugtm regard to primary teachers, that the
brauches now reqﬁiredt?g‘n : th‘;?cs 2 311111 examinatio;l S thi
i : . e certificate. Prim
iRk gib,ﬂi‘zandmg by itself and requiring special aélt.;ﬁdteaa(:hci
e a,s I;m;:l t:;ft those.th) expect to succeed. %neze
oo« gm,nt ik atter of justice, that the board have th
e ;1 i (;m dese?ved recognition. S
o readsl 13c};l i rsvoklng the certificate or diploma, as the
i - ’1a,int L;ard seem to be powerless to act’ except
e co}; ; of the coxmty superintendent. O’ccas' -
e theseestot‘che attention of the board concerning 11?}111-
o ate papers, which ought to be investi;at de
s Woul_d. be good ground for a revocationb 1§ ,
e 3; superintendent is willing to take the .in't'ut
e :,h present see no way in which they can 1 o
e e law of the clause recommended by th 45
ould free the board from occasional embarrasysm:n(':com-

We invite the ea
/ rnest attenti
these recommendations. ion of the general assembly to

&
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STATE DIPLOMAS.

e ——————

DIPLOMAS

NUMBER AP-

S| g

PLICANTS. GRANTED. | & )

= >

PLACE OF HOLDING| DATE OF P . .;E .3

EXAMINATIONS. DIPLOMAS. . Q A £ ) b

] = m i 2 =

Q 2 a [}

C 81z B |2 8

= = = = “ <]

N I ELE o T O et L

Des Moines--------- Jan. 1, 1894 8 2 8 —___|s 8000
Cedar Falls--a------ Aug. 1, 1894 j Y (I o (0 (R PR 5.00
Des Moines. -------- Aug. 1, 1804 1 8 1 8 = 45.00
Burlington --------- Jan. 1,189 2 9 2 9 |.ces 55 00
Des Moines--------- Jan. 1, 1895 8 6 6 6 2 65.00
clinton -------=--=" May 1, 1895 |.----- 2 |- b3 10.00
Cedar Falls. -------- July 1,189 , Sl — 1 —— — 15.00
Des Moines. -------- Aug. 1, 1895 2 + 2 ) — 30.00
25 31 23 31| 218 275.00

= B

NUMBER OF APPLI- CERTIFICATES AND ] =
- CANTS. DIPLOMAS ISSUED. 2 E
_’-,_,_/——”J.__ e —T e .ﬁ o

KIND OF TESTIMO- ’ \ | a8 w é

NIAL . & | R 3 g

sl 21z g9 |3|8| B

2 — E 3 — 8 ) a Q

3 ) S = | o 5 | 2 )

= & = p= = B A &
v WP g ,’___,—‘__,_.,_,__/
State certificates---- 216 \ 284 | 500 1814\ 959 | 440 | 60 $ 1,410.00
State diplomas------ 25 31 56 23 31 54 | 2 275.00

Totals -------- 241 | 315 | 556 204 | 290 | 494 | 62 $ 1,685.00

STATEMENT.

Showing record of examinations held by the State Board of Examiners,
together with fees received.
CERTIFICATES.
1

‘ NUMBER CERTIFI-

|

\ OF APPLI- CATES e >
CANTS. GRANTED. | & =
PLACE OF HOLDING\DATE OF CER- B R 7
EXAMINATIONS. TIFICATES. & P 2
REIFAE 2 &
gl13) e 8)|8 | 8
= o) L] 5 G )
= = = oA =
Des Moines.-------- Jan. 1, 1894 31 15 21 13112 |8 120 00
Mt. Vernon..------- Aug. 1, 1804 1 6 1 3 16.50
Cedar Falls. .- ------ Aug. 1, 1894 \ 24 66 23 66 | 1 268.50
Towa City-—--n-====" Aug 1,1894 3 6 3 6 |- 27.00
Des Moines--------- Aug. 1, 1894 19 it 10 5| 11 61.50
Des Moines.-------- Sept. 1, 1894 4 f 3 4| 4 27 00
Burlington - -------- | Jan. 1, 1895 |--o--- I BRETS 1 of) — 9 00
Red Oak-.--w-=---- Jan. 1,189 2 6 2 5| 1 22.50
5 : 14 | 16 165 00

Des Moines. - ------ Jan. 1,184 + 19 33
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NUMBER CERTIF-
OF APPLI- (if{'l"lég 3

PLACE OF HOLDING|DATE OF CER- —_—— GRANIED E 3

EXAMINATION. TIFICATE. S g

3 i 3

2| 81@ 8 Bl 8

) BopA R e =

?edaxé Falls_..____.. Jan. 1, 1895 5 1 =

owa City. .--.... 11895 0

Clinton Y...-.---:: ‘1{/?;‘ i’ }290 2 3 g lg e
M_t. Vernon...._.... July 1’ 1gg§ 8 17 3 17 b7 80.00
Sioux City.......... July 1 18 = 1 4 1 341 e
Cedar Falls ... Tob Titee| o] e aie %050
Towa City.._.._____ Tuly 11898 42| 68| 42| 66| 2 700
Des Moines.__.____. Au i lﬂi)' . g : 6 3'27'00
Des Moines_________ Sept. 1, 1895 B 1wl Bl BT 2550
Tabor .. ____ Sept' ]’ lsgg g 1? 1 12 2 28(5)8
et - 7 o 5 4/ 3 31.50
-------- 216 | 284 | 181 | 259 | 60 | $1,410.00

DATE OF EXAMINATIONS.
FOR STATE CERTIFICATES.

Des Moines..__._._._. s
................................. December 27, 28
I\C/It;(.1 Ver};‘non ......... ey

SARTTIGIIE, o e e I R L P :
Des Moines_.__.___-:_"""""“"“"""““"""-:: --------- 'IIVIa‘y 1]6, i
e e o L e T o
geslmoines_._____:'_'.'""""""""“"""""":' --------- ““fuzl;’é ;g

e

______________________________________ A 3
ggga?a%‘{éﬁ“""“—_“”"”"""_:-._. .......... November 30, Degg;%e?;"%
e e casd i ot
I e, s e ecember 12

e A D L o December 5

___________________ December 26, 27
g{linton ------ 1895. .

e L I
L e — May 9,10
R — rit19) 20
T —— April 19, 20
B i e

T :

________________________________________ June 25, 26
Tabor‘_____________ SR ----'-"-: """"""""""""" & uguSt ’23 3

___________________ August 29, 30
FOR STATE DIPLOMAS.
Des Moines.._....._. e
________________________________ December 27, 28
Cedar Falls..__._..._. "
]]gesllMoines_,-_ e e e R e L e 37 28
e P 2
proep W PR R e e J 27
ey e e N, N T November 30, De]éré?nbgf?
____________________________ December :
Clinton.._. i =5
Conts Tallso o e 11,13
oy s g 2] T ST
__________________________________ June 25: 26
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STATE DIPLOMA.

ognition of professional standing

It is the presumption that

The state diploma is intended as a rec
work

attained by long and successful experience.
those who hold these diplomas have entered upon teaching as a life
and are devoting all their energies to the practice of their profession. The
life diploma is received in any county of the state as an evidence of ability
to instruct the children and youth. The fee, as fixed by law, is 85, one-half
of which is returned to the candidate in ¢ase of failure.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS.
be required to certify to

n blank the candidate will
es required by law for a

1. Inhis registratio
ht or studied the branch

the fact that he has taug

life diploma.
9. He must produce evidence that

least eight years, three of which have
3. Hemu: satisfy the board that he

subjects required for a state certificate.
4. He must be a resident of Iowa ab the time of application.

5. The registration'blank and the thesis must be filed with the presi-
dent of the board ab least thirty days before the date fixed for examination.
6. The thesis must in every case be in the handwriting of the applicant,

and should be between 3,000 and 4,000 words in length.

7. The thesis will be examined by such persons as the bo
nate and will be marked upon the following points:

a. Choice and A'rra,ngement of Subject Matter.

b. English Language.
¢. Thought and Expression.
d. General Appearance of Paper.
8. It will assist the board in reaching a satisfactory conclusion,
will be of material benefit to the applicant if he files:
a. Documentary evidence from standard repu
tions certifying to the special scholarship of the applicant.
which the candidate attained in such institution,

proper officer, may also be submitted.
p. Documentary evidence showing the ability o

said required subjects.

¢. Documentary evidence showing the
of the applicant as & superintendent, principal, or teacher.
should be of as recent date as possible.

d. The names of three persens at present e
to whom the board may write for further information if necessary.

he has been engaged in teaching at
been in Towa within recent date.
has a thorough knowledge of the

ard may desig-

and

table educational institu-
The standing
if certified to by the
{ the applicant to teach

nqualified success and ability
This evidence

ngaged in educational work,
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L. GRADUATES OF STANDARD COLLEGES.

Requirements of candidates who h
lent to those prescribed in the colle
of Towa.

1. File registration blank and fee.

2. File diploma and course of study taken.

3. File thesis in own handwritine on a i

rofe j

the president of the board. i 3 e e

4. Appear for examination at a re i ) inati
' > gular meeting, and pass examination
in two subjects selected by himself from the group (,)f sub?ects required by

law for state diplomas. The president sh i
: s should be notifi j
chosen, at the time the thesis is filed. L i

5. The board may also, at their di
purely professional in its nature.

have taken a course of study equiva-
glate department of the state university

scretion, require an examination

II. CANDIDATES NOT COLLEGE GRADUATES,

but who h_ave attained excellent rank as educators and have held an Iowa
state certificate, or a paper of equal rank.
1. File registration blank and fee.
app21:0 Féli ﬂiism in o:ivn handwriting on a professional subject selected or
ved by the president of the board. This thesis must b i
days before the board meeting. il

3. tl‘a.ke such examination in at least three subjects required by law for
state diplomas, as the board may designate.

III. OTHER CANDIDATES

who do n'ot apply under either I or IT of this circular.

1. File registration blank and fee.

2. File thesis on a professional subj

. ject selected or approved by the

president of the board, said thesis to be filed thirty d
e rty days before the meet-

3: Take such examination in the subjects required by law for state
certificates and state diplomas, as the board may designate.

GENERAL. APPLIES ONLY TO II AND III.

Candidz.ztes.who wish to inform themselves of what will be exacted may
I;lak((ai application for said information at the semi-annual meeting of the
oard previous to the time of taking said examinati i i
koo i ion, by complying with

In all papers great importance will b i
Y s, e attached to the use of the English

DATES FIXED FOR EXAMINATIONS FOR STATE DIPLOMAS, 1895.

June 25 and 26, at state capitol, Des Moines.

I]\?ecember 31 and January 1, 1896, at time of state teachers’ association.
e QTE:—Graduates from the state normal and state university desiring
in (X'ﬁla.ltnﬁ)n sl;guld apply to the institution from which they graduated

other official cor: i best
i respondence for the board must be with the presi-
HENRY SABIN,
President Board of Examiners.
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STATE CERTIFICATES.

I. EVIDENCES OF SCHOLARSHIP.

As evidence of scholarship the candidate must file his last county teach-
er’s certificate and such diplomas as he may possess. He must designate
three persons of standing as educators who can vouch for his scholarship,
and to whom the board can apply for personal official information.

II. WRITING OF ESSAY.

The candidate must write an essay in one and one-half hours at the time
of the examination, upon some topic in didaties that will exhibit his pro-
fessional experience and ability as an educator, the topic being assigned by
the examiner in charge, his selection being determined by the applicant’s
experience.

III. WRITING,OF PAPER

The candidate will also be assigned a topic in U. S. history at the time
of the examination, on which he must write a paper to be completed in one
and one-half hours. This paper must be written out without delay, and
cannot be copied. This will complete the examination in U. S. history,
orthography, penmanship and English language, provided the other papers
do not discredit the qualifications of the applicant in the IEnglish languaze.

IV. TESTIMONIALS AND CREDENTIALS.

1. Each candidate must file written official statements, prepared expressly
10r the hoard, certifying to the professional success and good moral charac-
ter of the applicant. These must be from

a. One or more county or city superintendents or other professional
educators who know the applicant and under whose supervision he has
taught.

b. One or more school boards or directors for whom the candidate has
taught, covering a period of three years’ actual teaching.

2. To be assured that the candidate is successful in instruction and in
government, the board will hold the right to investigate further until satis-
fied.

V. LENGTH OF EXPERIENCE, AND VALUE OF CREDENTIALS.

1. Three years’ actual experience as a teacher, of not less than thirty
weeks in each year, is required before the board will issu¢ a certificate.
Part of this time must be in lowa, and the applicant must be a resident at
the time the examination is taken.

2. The possession of a diploma from an approved college or state nor-
mal school may, at the option of the board, be accepted in the place of a
part of the examination in scholastic subjects. Torequestany such modifi-
cation requires the filing of the application, the fee of $3.00 and the creden-
tials, at least ten days before the semi-annual meeting of the board.

VI. PROGRAM OF EXAMINATION.

The candidate must pass an Bxamination according to the following
arrangements of subjects and time:
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GROUP 1. Qggitég,n g a.n’lsjever%d.
GIRINAL © o s it s A 6 4
Reading - ovomoodscioiiicatosningnsar 0o 5 3
(67 2To7 e T o5 A—— e s LR T 5 3
GROUP 2.
Civil Government of the United States ._____._____ 5 3
Civil Government of Towa ......___________________ 5 3
School Laws of Towa______________________________ 6 4
GROUP 3.
APIIHIOHE wowecwwcneemtaaaalonason o 10 JH VIR 6 4
AVFOITE sinvtussannmsmbessionaate o 28 0SSN 6 4
Book-Keeping s« cxskarao e tottin. oo BN 4 2
GROUP 4.
Physiolomy. heit o eIl i s A sl i e o 6 4
e TalF:h: R ——— - e Tl R 5 3
PHYRICS e wrsenidarsvuataond 2t 0 PR SS 5 3

TIME SCHEDULE.

FIRST DAY.

A. M.—8:00 to 9:30—Essay on U. S. History.
9:30 to 12:00—Group 1.

P. M.—1:30 to 3:00—Didactics.
3:00 to 5:00—Group 2.

SECOND DAY.

A. M.—8:00 to 12:00 —Group 3.
P. M.—2:00 to 4:00—Group 4.

VII. OTHER SUGGESTIONS.

1. Candidates are advised to arrive the day before, as allowance cannot
be made for late arrival, delayed trains, or for being out of physical and
mental condition due to sickness or night travel.

2. The examination in each subject will be restricted to the published
program as to time.

3. All necessary material will be furnished each candidate at the time
of the examination.

4. Chapter 167, laws of 1882, as amended by chapter 22, laws of 1890,
found on page 58, S. L. 1892, will supply much information not possible to
include within this circular.

DATES FIXED FOR EXAMINATION FOR STATE CERTIFICATES, ’95.

June 25 and 26, at state capitol, Des Moines.

June 11 and 12, at state normal school, Cedar Falls.

August 2 and 3, summer school of methods, Des Moines.

December 31 and January 1, 1896, at time of state teachers’ association.

Graduates of the state normal school and of the state university should
address the president of the school. All other official correspondence for
the board must be with the president.

HENRY SABIN,

E. E. BLANCHARD, Secretary. President Board of Examiners.
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RENEWAL OF STATE CERTIFICATES.

I. HOLDERS OF STATE CERTIFICATES
that procured them upon examination.

1. The applicant is required to fill out the application blank furnished
by the department of public instruction and to pay the fee for said exami-
nation.

2. The applicant is required to file the following credentials:

a. Testimonials from his superintendent certifying to his present suc-
cess in instruction and in government, and also to the fact that his present
physi ul condition, and mental and moral character are such as to justify
the board in granting him a renewal of his certificate.

b. He must also furnish testimonials from the boards for which he has
worked during the time he held his certificate, certifying that he is suc-
cessful as an instructor and as a disciplinarian.

3. The applicant must appear before the board in person where attend-
ance may be required, and write a paper in didactics and take such other
subjects as the board may require, but where the personal knowledge and
acquaintance of the board with the applicant will permit, and where the
first examination will justify, an original essay on an educational topic
assigned by the president of the board may be substituted for personal
presence at the examination. This paper must be in the handwriting of
the applicant, and must show professional study and investigation.

II. HOLDERS OF STATE CERTIFICATES

given them under the law as graduates of the Iowa state normal school, or
those holders of life certificates issued prior to 1873, under the former law,

1. All such persons in applying for renewal must file application as
required, and the fee stated by law.

2. In addition they must furnish testimonials from superintendents and
from boards under which they have worked, during the life of the certifi-
cate formerly held, that they are successful in government and in instruc-
tion, and that their physical condition and mental and moral character at
the present time, fit them for doing public school work.

HENRY SABIN,
Presiden. Board of Examiners.

CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS ISSUED UNDER THE PRESENT
LAW, BY BIENNIAL PERIODS.

g8 &5 | 8|5 |8 |8
KIND OF TESTIMO- & vlﬁ i 1 OI & 3 TOTALS.
NIAL. & | ®© ) a0 & & >
a0 a0 o] [co] [se] <o) o0
b ! you{ o Ll Lo} - Lo}
State certificates .. ___.. T 9 53 | 141 | 238 | 252 | 440 1,140
State diplomas _________|_.__|.__. 38 44 52 38 54 226
4 a1 DI PO 719 91| 185 | 290 | 290 | 494 1,366
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e
3 - . T
3'3 &F = 5 o5 m\— From January 1 to December 31, 1894.
2 2 2 S & a 3 ' $ 110
o & S = N 3 2 TOTAL. H.H. Hahn - oo oo e .
Ty ) B et — x © ;-“3 ARWRINIEP DOTHON . == s b s oo B oS e SR RS SRR S o Es s S 110 20
3 4200 (3% 33.00|$ 766.0 P e b ey LT T AllcaH. Mendenhall . - ccccece rmomcnnccc camcms e m e e e - 167.96
018 #56.50 81,140.00 181,282.00 | 8 437.00 | 84,556.50 R ——— 63.09
PAID FOR EXPENSES, W. F. Gies8emMann .o et oo oo i 13-33
T e R N B I O] 2 st s s s S A S T SO IR
o3 3 P R B e et : :
0 @ = — o : 17 B (Y g RS S O 6.00
é ;é' g ;’? i :]? E”f S gERERE anohard. .. oot ot o e e e 74.50
] & * 3 & = 2 3 RHOTATL OARBOBABITON. oo oo smrtni i st S b e e s 12.25
PR b o e I SO S 5 G % X —_—
329706 | 72.55 | 8318.12 | 8539.50 | $786.92 | $549.81 | $964.95 | 351,30 | 33.550.30 DO s cmceniniim i Sl s s i $ 450.00
*From July 1 to September 30. s From January 1 to September 30, 1895.
SUMMARY. ALTco B Mendenhall. e oo litaacmmmmsmmmsmm s S i s S $ 182.57
gumger of CePthGates issued to September 30,1893 ________ - E-. E-. Blanebard. .. .iootiemm st cma a e e e sl e e 216.46
umber of certificates issued period ending September 50, 1805 o e ——— e e St a0
P s e T e e e B s e S EL BREPEVIL o o ot dno s cmusnn iR S SR R S R SRR ;
Tork e AL L flii 1.140 C. A, Sehaeffer .o e e 24.00
Expired by limitation.___________ "305 VNS GHESEOTURNIL - - wsm ot s S A s 2 S s 12.30
e e T L R TR R G i b et : TR GNONTVIN ., oo sompre o sudien e o cosius s sesbenarmee 6.00
Number in force September 30, 1895 8% T s g s R S N N U S 12.20
Number of dipl o e S e S A I d T
Mmoot d_plomas In force September 30,1893 ___________ 172 1 S R L, S $ 469 63
1plomas issued period ending September 30, 1895 .__. __ 54 |
Total number of diplomas in force September 30, 1895_________ i 226 »
STATE CERTIFICATES.
STATEMENT. CF?{'?;PFI‘?&C(XTI‘E TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
Of the expenses of the State Bo. 2 . ) O
ard of Examiners f ; . .
to October 1, 1395_1 it ol Cotojer 1, 1893, December 29, 189{3 E.D. Y. Culbertson - ______________ Gre_ene.
December 29, 1893 | John G. Grundy. .- ... _______. Wright.
December 29, 1893 | Kate M. Jones_ ... .o ____.____. Jefferson.
WARRANTS ISSUED AND TO WHOM December 29, 1893 | Clara Winget . _..oco...___. Keokuk.
Io ’ December 29, 1893 | Edward H. Griffin__. ________________ Keokuk.
rom October 1 to December 31, 1893, December 29, 1893 | Mary E Bechly - ._____.____.____ II;oweslclliek.
Alice L. AM .. December 29, 1893 | Elizabeth Burgess. .. - __._._.._.__.._. oward.
P V%LMHO"M --------------------------------------------------- PR ca December 29, 1893 | Sherman M. Coddington_.-_._.... ... Black Hawk.
A T e ll.’ December 29, 1893 | Emma O. Engel - .. ____. ___._____.__. Muscatine.
A o e 52 December 29, 1893 | Alice Foster ... Osceola.
e R R ;_,7 52 December 29, 1893 | Nellie Johnson ... _________._______. Mitchell.
""""""""" $ 21.52 December 29, 1843 | Agnes Sullivan.....-...._...........| Dubuque.
January 1, 1894 | William F, Bafr-8. Lcecossoneianwss| BUtler.
January 1, 1894 | Charles'O, Canrter .. ..c..-ccodmcusns Jasper.
January 1,1894 | A. Emmett Day - -cccccomccanancoaan. Polk.
January 1, 1894 | Martha C. Fritschel®________________ Clayton.
| January 1, 1894 | Amberry Farnsworth..___.__________ Polk.
January 1, 1894 | Sara L. Garrett . .accceecacooncomcnaan Carroll
January 1, 1804 | Lewis D, Jackson .coccvancnncnaiinas Clinton
January I; 1894 | William J. Jerome - - vuoimstomnmnass Hancock
January4 1, 189| Frank Jarvis. . @k - oo Ida.
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STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED.
e S —_——
DATE OF

CERTIFICATE, TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
January 1.1894 [ J. 8. B BP0 s Mills.
January 1, 1894 Volney W, Muay . el Mahaska.
January 1, 1894 | Ernest C, Meredith. ... . -~ Mahaska.
January 1, 1894 | Melvin (3. Meintgy. .. [T Black Hawk.
January 1, 1894 | Lucinda B Newh'.. [Tl itean Jackson.
January 1,1894 | 8. G, Slohards o, ol T o T Jasper.
January 1, 1894 | w. O. Reed

......................... Marshall,
January 1, 1894 | William W. Rodwell .___ 277 777"7 Polk.
January 1, 1894 | Eugene W, G. Vogenits _____ """ Worth.
January 1 joug| Hetia Woad . T P rroeeees Shelby.
January 1, 1894 | Samuel S, Wright

................... Keokuk.
January 1, 1894 [ S. f, i S | Bremer.
August 1, 1894 | Charles Reuben Keyes__ . 27" 77777" Linn.
August 1, 1894 | Lydia J. Bolston | T Marshall
August 1, 1894 | Miranda, Sooville ... . e Grundy.
August e A Benton.
August e B T N Sac
August, 1, 1894 | Oliver M, BONGY catsos i Adair.
ugust 1, 1894 | Fannie Katharine Laird - .- 777777 Buchanan
August 1, 1894 | Etta L., BIOOKE coiose wnmmar s loyd.
August 1, 1894 | Mary Bright Achenbach____ 7777777 Tama,
August 1, 1894 | Elmer &, Amsden . ____ 17T Cass,
August 1, 1894 | Owen Jesse MceManus ... 2777777 Black Hawk
August, 1, 1894 | El1a LT o VG Clayton.
August 1, 1894 | Geo. W, COrlE, Jr s Jones.
August 1, 1894 | John Baonl Byeps ~~ TTTTmees Kossuth.
August 1, 1894 | John Henry Fellingham_____"""7"" Crawford.
August 1, 1894 | Wm. g, P B Cerro Gordo.
August 1, 1894 | Lizzie M. NN S Scott.
August, 1, 1894 | Cynthia R S O Linn.
August 1, 1894 | A'da May Hapvigon, . 107 77 Lee.
August 1, 1894 | Cora A, o Delaware,
ugust 1, 1894 Agnes Ethe] Heightshoe _______ 7" Dallas.
August 1, 1894 | Laura D, ORI .o Ringgold.
August 1, 1894 | A BOS8 B BOA oot TS Cerro Gordo.
August, 1, 1894 | Fannie A. Beckwith 17777 Clinton.
August 1, 1894 | Carrie R R Madison.
August 1, 1894 | Harriet A Stinson. ..~ "7 Montgomery,
August 1, 1894 | Angie Jane L N e Sioux.
August 1, 1894 | k. Bephis Hioher .. 17" "7"T-=ne Black Hawk,
August 1, 1894 | Jacob Otto Ble, L S Black Hawk,
August 1, 1894 | Sallie VAR et 010 o Ty Benton.
August 1, 1894 | Estella M, Haedinp. [ e Clayton.
August 1, 1894 | Samue] Younkip.. ' 00T reoee Washington.
August 1, 1894 | Eqith Hobesa... 0. oo 1o Wa.shingbon.
\ugust 1, 1894 | William Hoiing X 05T Benton.
\ugust 1, 1894 | Bertha, Loellle Y % TI0 T Webster.
\ugust 1, 1894 | Jennie Hallingby ____________________ Mitchell.
Luguss 1, 1894 | Mabel Shedrget o TG 0TI Montgomery.,
Lugust 1, 1894 | Marie Ella Magnlee 2 (1000 17T 0 Cherokee.
vugust - 1, 1894 Cuea B Dggs S8l Gt Re Jackson,
ugust, 1, 1894 | Olive Mona, Taubman____ "7 7777 Clinton.
-ugust 1, 1894 | Carrie C. R I WA ST E s Polk.
ugust 1, 1894 | Kittie Molver 5200 S0 e Webster,
ugust, 1, 1794 | . M. Allan., Bl S SRS Mitchell.
ugust 1, 1894 | Kittie M. Howard

ac.
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TY.

DATE OF TO WHOM ISSUED. COUN

CERTIFICATE. oo e o

94 | Kthlyn Dav1es._--_-----..----.::" Story.

fagues i’ 1294 Jcnn}i,e e ——— Jeffes;son.

R e —— Jeflerson.

7 i 1, 1894 et e

e 11504 | Clars M. Bedford...._. .- | Black '

o 1, 1894 | Maurice R. e i i e P -

o 1, 1894 | Louie B. J\IOI‘I‘IS"-----_-_._--.--:" s i

Augusg 1, 1894 | Blanche Y ey

August 1, 1894 | o s i ooy e o

Friphen 1, 1894 | Bleanor Wood.._._._2 . 2lloooo Harrison.

August 1, 1894 | Ezra E. s e A i

August 1, 1894 | Frances Oross...._...o.o.oocranacs i,

5 e 1, 1894 | Fannie J. g — S R e

e 1, 1894 | Emma Frances P . M v 5 v
oo A 1, 1894 | Lizzie Greer_.._-__-.----_-_------:_ ot e

o 1’ 1894 | Frances Stewart....... . ......_. e
e 1 1894 | H. E. Blackmar________ e | s

August 11804 | Eiste Irene Arnold.................. Lin

e 1, 1894 | Zuba H. Tibbetts..._ .22 -
o 1, 1894 | Lena T. Shz:l,r_mon.‘..._li __________ Clarian.
e 1T o Elid il o e s g Weaello

i i 1, 1894 | Beniah Dimmnt.--------.__--..._:- Wy

g 1, 1894 | Ida Montalow Sala.._..... idetiun Lee. =

i K 1, 1894 | Justus H. Stuckrath____________.___. s A
Augus: 1, 1894 | Nora May Vaughan. .. .cocaslccmns Grandy

g b 1, 1894 | Cora Etta Raglome o oo o i o

A et 1, 1894 | M. Elizabeth Wyam;,___._..._....:j Keokuk.
e 1, 1894 | Hilda G. Lundeen........-......... | Jackson.
e e s ik
iy 1, 1894 Mary Jeannette Palmer__________ St
Augusg 1, 1894 | Mary Hieber.._...-_-__._.-_-_-.-::: Black Hawk.
Fi e 1, 1894 Clara Atwood Boss__ .._.......___ g
Auguﬁg 1, 1894 | Clarence A. Dmper“_-“_-_....._: i
R iy ot RO o Mabask

e 1, 1894 | Rosa Elizabeth Magill .- _.____ Bremer,
Augusz 1, 1894 Margaret Cunningham.. _______.____ o
Augugt 1’ 1894 | Isaac N. Egmton_._.__.-.._.--_.----_j e
e 1,1894 | C. F. Curtis.._ ... -ooo-oo... iroene.
s 1, 1894 | Geo. Franklin Thompson.-_._....... Greene.
Augus: ], 1894 | Elizabeth Rhoda Jones,,.__._.-.-__: .
e T Ty v e— Bt B
Aug11§ 1, 1%94 Lucy Jane Sweetser__.__.__._..____ b
Auguatt; 1, 1894 | N. Emma T A ey
August l" 1894 | Emma J. Randull.-._-...---...,.--:- Wright.
G 1 B. B. Daniel ..o Wright,
Augubc 1, 1894 i A e ——— Clayton.
Augnst 1, 1894 | Lester Eugene Johnson ... ______. e s
August 1, 1894 | Almeron J. Ston‘e o R )
ﬁggﬁzt 1: 1894 Oliv% Au§usta Grobel s Shelby.

o 94 rthea Jensen . ...cocacicocacnca oy
August }’ iggi ]V?VOillia.m Lewis Dougherty........_.. glag;okee
August 1, 1894 | John B. MOPTIS .- - oo {erais
it 1 1834 Oiaf Jaco Morgenson..._.....-.. ...  Shel
Aﬁbust 1: 1894 | Cyrus H. Morrill ...._.___. S e
August L o e e 5y
August 1, 1894 | U. DoRunkle.. ... ..._....
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CE]f){lT&;DFE‘;C(‘)SI‘E. TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
May 1, 1895 | Millie Palmer._ .. ___._________________ Clinton.
May 1,1895 | NirmaPalmer_ .. .. ...oooeooe o .. Clinton.
May 1, 1895 | Laura Talitha Pascal_._______ ________ Clinton.
May 1, 1895 | Delia Reilley...._.....____.._______. Clinton.
May 1, 1895 | Celesta F. Schoener_________________ Clinton.
May 1, 1895 | Mary Schoener.._.__.._._...____.___. Clinton.
May 1, 1895 | Emilie Seltzer- .- - - oo . Clinton.
May 1, 1895 | Otelia A. SkoOg. .- oo oo __ Clinton.
May 1, 1895 | Emma May Wright__________________ Clinton.
June 5, 1895 | Wilbur H. Bender.._...._....________ Carroll.
June 24, 1895 | Chancellor J. Brower Appanoose.
June 24,1895 | Herbert G. TLamson. - __ .. ___________ Cass.
July 1,1895 | Will J. 8. Brown._ ..o oo Linn.
July 1, 1895 | Ethel Fairlamb ._________.__________ Lyon,
July 1,71806 | Liura Hanna. oo oo oconcooeaoan. . Jones.
July 1, 1895 | Lenna May Huffman_________________ Linn.
July 1, 1895 | Mary Edith Hatch.__________._.______ Lyon.
July 1, 1895 | Elizabeth Louise McCuskey. ... ___ Monona.
July 1, 1895 | Myrta Richardson._..._..._._._..____. Woodbury.
July 1, 1895 | Alice A. Roberts.....oo.ooocoo ... Woodbury.
July 1,1895--May VanBorn. ... . __ . ______.... Monona.
July 1. 1895 | George G. Washburn_________..______ Sioux.
July 1, 1895 | Harriet Porter West.______.___...._. Story.
July 1,989 |-May Adame:- - .- .. oo Clay.
July 1, 1895 | Maude Ferrel Anderson..._....._._. Shelby.
July 1, 1895 | Austin A.Baker. ... ..__.____ Cedar.
July 1, 1895 | Bertha May Beard Warren.
July 1,806 EMyesle G BeIle . 00 L Wapello.
July 1, 1895 | Charles Benson. . ... oc.oooocoooooooo. Harrison.
July 1, 1895 | Everett P. Bettenga,. . .- ..__._...___. Grundy.
July 1, 1895 | Henrietta E. Brayton..____.._.__.___. Harrison.
July 1,1895 | Vlasta Brhel . __.____.____.____.___. Marshall.
July 1,1895 | May A. Brown._ . _........._._.._.. Shelby.
July 1, 1895 | Charles E. Buckley.._....__.___._.___. Shelby.
July 1, 1895 | Ethel Agnes Burns.._.._._..__.____. Plymouth.
July 1, 1895 | George L. Bushyager . ....___..._. Franklin.
July 1, 1895 | Norma Gertrude Butterfield...__.__. Delaware.
July 1, 1895 | Ammon Oliver Christopher Black Hawk.
July 1,1895 | Ella May Clark.___._.______.____. Hamilton.
July 1, 1895 | Eugene G. Clark____________.________ Boone.
July 1, 1895 | Edwin G. Copeland.. ... ________. Jefferson.
July 1, 1895 | B.-P. CGunningham ________.___.__.__. Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Harriet Amaret Cunningham._.___.__ Jones.
July 1, 1895 | Edith H. Curtis ... ..o ______. Butler.
July 1,71805|-Edllian Dale - .. <o .. ____. Story.
July 1, 1895 | William T. Davidson .. __.________. Taylor.
July 1, 1895 | Lulu Davies Jackson.
July 1, 1895 | Debbie Davis Mitchell.
July 1, 1895 | Emma C. DeGroff Polk.
July 1, 1895 | A. G. DeHart Van Buren.
July 1. 1895 | John Frederick Doderer Winnebago.
July 1, 1895 | Cora Leona Ebersole Calhoun.
July 1, 1895 | Ernest D. Ede Delaware.
July 1, 1895 | Louisa Elderkin____ Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Lizzie M. Ellis Fremont.
July 1, 1895 | Clarissa A. Ensign Butler.
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DATE OF TO WHOM ISSUED. \‘ COUNTY.
CERTIFICATE.

Tole 1, 1895 | Albert Francis Ewers_........_.....- Monroe.
J;llﬁg’, 1, 1895 | James Townsend Fackler ......_...__. Calhoun.
July 1, 1895 | Adeline L. Fellingham .. __.._..... Crawford.
July 1, 1895 | James E. Fitzgerald - ..o oooo-.- Carroll.
July 1, 1895 | Blanche Marion Fort ... Wright.
July 1, 1895 | Emma Louise Funk Buchanan.
July 1, 1895 | George Galloway - .- ... Lee.
July 1, 1895 | B. Esma Galt ..o Tama.
July 1, 1895 | Adella J. Gibson . ooooooooo- Cass. !
July 1,189 | Ellis T Gilbert. .o Pottawattamie.
July 1, 1895 | Arthur M. Gray .. ooooeooeooo - Audubon.
July 1, 1895 | John W. Grimes.. ... ...._._...... Harrison.
July 1, 1895 | Abbie Ruth Gunn .. .__...__.. I:e_e.
July 1,1895 | Amy Hahn ..o oo eaaaas Clinton.
July 1, 1895 | Bessie Hall. o oo oo Story.
July 1, 1895 | Jennie E. Hall ... ... Woodbury.
July 1, 1895 | Julia I Halsey --c-ceoeccocmoccnann- Jones.
July 1, 1895 [ Katie Harrodl. ..c-c-: cccccmcacocacnss Poweshick.
July 1, 1895 | Lillie Mae Held . .-ccoeomcomann Plymouth.
July 1, 1895 | Hettie W. Hibben..._.... Benton.
July 1, 1895 | Orrin E. Hibbs ... ... Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Carrie B. Hickman Linn,
July 1, 1895 | Libbie E. Hieber - .- ___.__._. Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Mina Hughes ..o o oooooonaons Montgomery.
July 1, 1895 | James Herbert Kelley - ... _____..__. Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Upton B. Kepford ... ..oeo.. Buchanan.
July 1, 1895 | Emma C. Larkin ... .. ... Bremer.
July 1, 1895 | Edward J. Leonard .- ... Dallas.
July 1, 1895 | Minnie Mack.---. R Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Margaret E Mackin______.____.____. Buchanan.
July 1, 1895 | Elizabeth Maclean_ .. .. _.__._...... Cass.
July 1, 1895 | Carlton C. Magee. . .- ... Benton.
July 1, 1895 | Emma Susan Mantz ... ... Keokuk.
July 1, 1895 | Mealu MArsh .cccaccromaiocannncamacs Jasper.
July 1,1896 | Alice J. Mason - - - oo oo Jasper.
July 1, 1895 | Nellie Maynard ... oo Bremer.
July 1, 1895 | George Everet McCammond. ... Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Benjamin McKeen .. _____.___._... Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Andrew Jackson Miller_ . _____.._.._._. Black Hawk.
July 1,:1895 | Nellie B Miller .corcoicecanornaraas Montgomery.
July 1, 1895 | Arthur G. Morey - ... Bremer.
July 1, 1895 | Herman A. Mueller . ... ... ......_. Madison.
July 1, 1895 | Cora Esther Munro..____. ... Butler.
July 1, 1895 | Della Frances Northey . ............ Dubuque.
July 1, 1895 | Cora Dell Patterson. .. ... ... Cass.
July 1,/1895 | Roxy M. Peterson.. ... ce-zaa-aamas Harrison.
July 1, 1895 | Gordon W,. Randlett_ ... ________.. Mitchell.
July 1, 1895 A Bloomer B. Rice ... oo o..__.. Shelby.
July 1, 1895 | Mary B. Richardson. ... ._...___. Jackson.
July 1, 1895 | Mary H. Ripke.._.........._........| Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Etta Anna Robinson. .. ... .. __.__ Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Ida Mae Robison ..o cocoooocooooot Chickasaw.
July 1,189 | Brdena RO8E ----csccncnmamssssmnnnd Black Hawk.
July 1, 1895 | Mary Rourke . ... cccmmooooaaoo. Dubuque.
July L1895 1 'W. Bos8 SANAY ..l it umnnnmanara Calhoun.
July 1, 1895 | John H. Schroeder ... ... Dubuque,
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DATE OF

CERTIFICATE TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
Mly 1, 1895 | Guy Hurlbut Scobey_ .__ .. ... ____ B r.
faly 1, 1895 | Blanche Simmons y _________________ M:tli:ska..
ruly 1, 1895 | William B Snider_..__.._____.______. Black Hawk.
faly 15 18951 Alice L. St. John s i o . s 0o Mitehell.
faly 1, 189> | Helen Adele St. John ______________. Mitchell.
aly 1,1895 | Ettie D Strong - .- oo . il Pocahontas.
uly 1, 1895 | Orpha Thayer oo - L2 0] 7% i Cass.
uly 1, 1895 | Michael H. Thielen ________________._ Black Hawk,
uly 1, 1895 | George Dell Thompson _.._.._______ Greene. ‘
uly 1; 1895 | Caspiusd. Mool - 2 f00f L Saliee T Hardin.
uly 1, 1895 | Adelaide Twinam _.___._______.______ Washington.
‘uly 1, 1805 [ Joo. BB. VaNee. oo . ticoisidozina Van Buren
uly 1, 18967 | Ellay Waler8-cvoommusnescein doia o Butler.
uly 1, 1895 | Orianna Wesche -« ... -___.....______ Delaware
uly 1, 18965/ Lina Wilkingon . ..o ooooodo b Madison
uly 1, 1895 | Frank C. Woods_._______._____.____. Dickinson.
uly 1, 1805 Alice B. Wrlght ___ .. . ioicie . UL Franklin.
uly 1, 1895 | Bertha V. Wyant - ... ocoooio .ot Keokuk
uly 1, 4895} Maht Blooi. iue ot dim e e s 50 Adair.
uly 1, 1895 | Frances Louise Davis_...._.._________ Johnson
‘uly 1, 1895 | George Cutler Fracker _______ . ____ Johnson
uly 1, 1895 | Leah May Gaymon ..._.._______ ____ Johnson.
uly 1, 1895 | Blanche Alice Hensel Johrsan.
uly 1, 1895 | Zulema Kostomlatsky Johmson.
uly 1, 1895« Mary' P, Linder ... .oiea.ooai i gt Johnson
uly 1,1895 | Albert T. Rutledge...._...__________ Humbolidt.
\ugust 1, 1895 | William W. Jeffers..._..____.______ Plymouth
\ugust 1, 1895 Stephen Btz o .o oo . 2SS 08 Hardin.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Harry Eugene Kelly_..________.____. Towa.
\ugust 1, 1895 | John Harrie Beveridge. ..._..______ Carroll.
\ugust 1, 38961 H, T. Cuitis. .o coccunmsmionshantrasas Marion.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Cathryn Rose Goble...______._______. Benton.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Hattie Myra Green...._.______.._____ Grundy.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Harlan H. Hickman____________.____ Polk.
\ugust 1,1895 | W. Lee Jordan.__.__.________________ Marion.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Angus Macdonald.______.____.______ Wright.
\ugust 1,1895 | Samuel B. Miller.-. . _....ocecencoa Story.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Henry Judson van Gorder_ ..________ Marion.
\ugust A d 805  Mary A. Ward-- - - Cherokee.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Mary Emily Chandler. ___.___________ Harrison.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Anna E. Cunningham__.____________ Black Hawk.
\ugust 11895 Nettio A SIBba L oc. oo Ida.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Charles F. Garrett_.____.__._______. Crawford.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Margaret C. Gilchrist..__._._.____._. Linn.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Matilda A. Harrington___.._____.____ Dubuque.
\ugust 171805 - Mollies Kellyi it s .0 Lo o] Dallas.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Cyrus Ambrose King________________ ‘Winneshiek.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Johin B, MoReew ui Ll ol oie £ o Clay.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Samuel L, Tipton- - o occeeoeeooooooo. Carroll.
\ugust 1, 1895/ IClara M, Trayis e Lol i o D b 0 Buchanan.
\ugust 1, 1806 | Matilda A, Wild - . _ ... ... .. ... Black Hawk.
\ugust 1, 1895 | David Williams_.___.______________. Van Buren.
\ugust 1, 18956 | Janet Wilsont-2v . BT 0GaE RIS o Appanoose.
\ugust 1, 1895 | Elizabeth F. Wright________________. Greene.
jeptember 1, 1895 | Nettie Banister_....________________ Cherokee.
september 1, 1895 | Delbert Earle Barnes. ... _________ Black Hawk.
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STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED.

DATE OF TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
CERTIFICATE.
ember 1, 1895 | Mamie Burgess__ ... . . ... Cass.
Sggtcmber 150896 | Luey 3 Beita oo corvnmnane mimmaeme Madison.
September 1, 1895 | Lawrence 571 5% S S, Montgomery.
September 1, 1895 | H. Vernon Hunt_ ... ... Hardin.
September 1, 1895 | Clara B. Jewett ... Grundy.
September 1, 1895 | Lizzie Langfitt. ... ... Adair.
September 1, 1895 | Mary Lewisten . ... ... Buena Vista.
September 1, 1895 | Charles Wesley Lyon__.__..._...._._. Story.
September 1, 1895 | Mrs. M. L. McCarty. ... ... Palo Alto.
September 1, 1895 | Herbert Pease....-...-.o......__..__ Marshall.
September 1, 1895 | Lenna Prater. .. ... ___._____. Franklin.
September 1, 1895 | Sarah C. Ream ... .-« ... ___ Clarke.
September 1, 1895 | Carrie Jane Samson_._........_._.._. Taylor.
September 1, 1895 | Alvin L. Speaker_ ... ..__._._._._._ Tama.
September 1, 1895 | Martha O Ward. ... Tama.
September 1, 1895 | Laura J. Wyatt. . ....___.____ Story.
September 1, 1895 | John Wesley Young._...._......____. Washington.
September 1, 1895 | Curtis P. Beale ... ____..____.__._. Fremont.
September 1, 1895 | Logan L. Fees- .. ... ... Adams.
September 1, 1895 | L. A. Glassburn - ... . ___________. Shelby.
September 1, 1895 | Ida M. Huffaker . ... ..___________. Mills.
September 1, 1895 | Maud Pinkerton. ... ... ________. Fremont.
September 1,1895 | Henry A. Simons ..........__....._. Fremont.
September 1, 1895 | Holly Sherman Stewart ... ___. Fremont.
September 1, 1895 | Jennie A. Stiles-____ ... ____ Fremont.
September 1 1895 | Ellen Jordan Wing ... _______________ Mills.
< STATE DIPLOMAS.

DATE OF DIPLOMA. . TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
January 5, 1894 | *Milan J. Garrett. ... ___.. Polk.
January 5, 1894 | Henry H. Hahli™. - ...x cccmmesscmnan- Monona
January 0, 1894 | Loulg Ly Hill.ocssccricsnmsnamrrsnan Cedar.
January b, 1894 | J. B. Knoepfler. ... ------ccemmcccon- Allamakee.
January 5, 1894 | Daniel Newkirk. ___________________. Polk.
January 5, 1894 | *Joseph H. Richard - ____.________. Hamilton.
January 5, 1894 | *Charles E Shelton _.____..._________ Des Moines.
January 5, 1804 1 Belle R: Taylor. .- ccsuscmssssassmsms Des Moines.
January 5,1894 | Marian S. Todd._- .- cocceccnces Des Moines.
January B, 18941 WS 'S, WIIEON: Lo = vsvasmnemmmma=ne O’Brien.
August 1, 1894 | Christine M. Benson_________________ Polk.
August 1, 1894 | Martha Cox ..ovsoscnbocon o ssmnmuous Des Moines.
August 1, 1894 | Joella Findley Gowdy.--_. .- _____.____. Polk.
August 1, 1884 | *Lizzie Hughes. ... _________________. Louisa.
August 1, 1894 | *Lambert Benton Moffett. . _______.__ Floyd.
August 1, 1894 | Annette Louise Rice .- ... ___. Mahaska.
August 1, 1894 | *Julia Scurry.-ccceccccaeccccaoacoon. Hardin.
August 1, 1894 | *Phebe S. Sites._.__.. Polk.
August 1, 1894 | *Elmer H. White Polk.
August 1, 1894 | *Fanny Burling Wilde_.____._._.____ Hardin.
January 1,1895 | Ezra J. H. Beard ... ...__ ______.____ Jasper.
January 1, 1895 | Harriet Birdsall_______ ... ___.._. Polk.

*Held state certificate in Towa.
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STATE DIPLOMAS—CONTINUED.
YJATE OF DIPLOMA. TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
fanuary 1 I805 | TAMY BOPEE - o it i o I T 6 SRS Delaware.
f[anuary T, 1800 | Nell Bomagter. i.aes anscner 803 S0 Des Moines.
lanuary 1, 1895 | Anna Marie Bosler -o.o.on. b i0 Des Moines.
lanuary 1, 1895 | Alexander M. M. Dornon....____.__. Louisa.
[anuary 1, 1895 | *Hlmer T. Fitch oo cor 0 wiaal ¥ LRI Clinton.
[anuary +1;, 1895:| Franeis M. Fultz. 2. .00 7 s el TN Des Moines.
[anuary 1, 1895 | *Edward Herbert Griffin.___________ Keokuk.
f[anuary 1, 1805 | Henry Biton Kratz .. L 00 o 0 f Woodbury.
[anuary 1, 1895 | Binnie C. McKitterick_ . _....__._..__ Des Moines.
f[anuary 1, 1895 | *Martha Jane Mellen._._ Hardin.
[anuary 1, 1895 | Florence Estella Robbins | Des Moines.
[anuary 1, 1895 | Anna Loretta Robins_______________. Des Moines.
fanuary 1, 1895 |'Clara E. Russell. .-~ 2 3 {280 | Des Moines.
fanuary 1, 1895 5. Lillian Russell 2 o5 s e i b e | Des Moines.
[anuary 1, 1898:[ Willlian J. Samson il L. casc ) 508 | Des Moines.
[anuary 1, 1895 | Cora Linda Sennett____ .. _______.__.. Des Moines.
fanuary 1, 1895 | *Anna E. Shepherd.... ... . cuci idn | Johnson.
fanuary 1, 1895 | Otis: Blzra Smith . -co. Lozl P08 Polk.
[apuary 1, 1895 | *Liibbie Addie Tower i . oc o220 | Hardin.
[anuary 1, 1895 | Anna L. Zerby ' Des Moit es.
fanuary 15 1895 Mary Ziek. .- tos e 108 $re i uase Linn.
Vlay 1, 1895 | Mrs. L. Elizabeth Wilson.__.________. Clinton.
Vay 1, 1895 | Harriet B, Wiyekoffo o ot ii i i Clinton.
July 1; 1895 | *Bruce Francisz.-— . cccen-aicnauil Dallas.
Taly 1, 1895 | *John A. Kleinsorge - ..o .__-_Z_- Polk.
August 1, 1895 | *Clarence Ray Aurner_______________ Dallas.
August 1, 1895 | *William Francis Barr____...._._.... Butler.
August 1, 1895 | *Gertrude Woodbury Dawley.__.____ Scott.
August 1, 1895 | Huldah Harshman. . .. ... ... ... Lee.
August 1, 1895 [ *Gerald N. Sabin.c-c-cwisoczvssausss Wright.
August 1, 1895 | *Ida Lieonora Schell . _______________. Poweshiek.
August 1, 1895 ' Mrs. Minnie Ainsworth Wilson._.___. (Greene.

*Held state certificate in [owa.
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS.

CIRCULARS OF INFORMATION.
THE HANDBOOK.

THE DIRECTORY.

FLAG DAY EXERCISES.

ARBOR DAY ANNUAL.
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CIRCULARS OF INFORMATION.

Early in the present year this department determined to
make the experiment of printing circulars pertaining to edu-
cational subjects, for distribution in the state. We had in view
the idea of affording in this way information calculated to
awaken a deeper interest in the schools, and thus to lead
eventually to the adoption of means calculated to improve our
school system.

The experiment has proved so much of a success as to war-
rant us in continuing the practice. These circulars fall into
the hands of teachers who are anxious for just the information
they contain, often they are read by those who seldom read or
think upon educational matters, and they are thus invaluable
as a means of educating the people. There is no other way
apparent in which the work of this department can be made to
exert so wide an influence.

Under each of the following titles we have issued the num-
ber of circulars indicated:

National Educational Association._ ... _____ .. ___.___ 7,500
S i WL g S P 3,000
Towa Library Society . . ... 3,000
School Directors’ Convention. . ____ . ___.____________________.________ 5,000
Needed Sehool Legislafion: - ccuv: sossecdvsmunumssmemme s s 5,000
The Rural School Problem .....::sssssstsmsscsreasssomssssntasssasss 5,000
Announcement State Teachers’ Association of 1895 ________________ 15,000

In addition to the above we have sent out in 1895, 6,000
school directories, 5,000 high school statistics, 20,000 of the
handbooks for Towa teachers, 20,000 of the Flag day exercises,
and 20,000 Arbor day annuals.
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HANDBOOK FOR IOWA TEACHERS.

The first edition of this book was prepared in 1890, and
proved such a valuable aid to them in their work, that during
the last year teachers made a very general request for its
republication. The new edition is a revision of the old. The
course of study for country schools has been carefully revised,
and improved in some essential points. The part pertaining to
the civil government of Towa and of the Nation has been com-
pared with the latest and best authorities, the notes on school
law as far as it pertains to teachers, have been enlarged, and
the points of most interest to teachers more fully explained. %

We have urged the use of this book, especially in the rural
schools, both because it contains much valuable information,
and because by following the course of study the work of
instruction will be brought to a reasonable degree of uniformity
in all parts of the state.

County superintendents have received the book with much
favor as a great help to them in their work. We believe that
boards should insist upon the course being followed in the
schools under their care, and should cooperate with the county
superintendent in securing its general use. It is not enough to
encourage the teachers to conform to the outlines, the board
should require them to do so. In this way every teacher will
be able to do more for his scholars, and the work of the
ungraded schools will be unified, harmonized, and permanently
improved.

We believe it is the duty of the county superintendent to
encourage the introduction of this handbook in the annual
institute. Placed in the hands of a competent insfguctor, it can
be made of great use. The civil government once thoroughly
mastered will impart information muchneeded in order to give
both teacher and pupil correct ideas of the nature and functions
of our government. ‘

We have taken great pains with the arrangement and the
matter of the entire book. Under its influence the rural schools
where the course has been faithfully complied with have
uniformly made good progress.
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IOWA SCHOOL DIRECTORY.

Tn the fall of 1894 this department undertook the publication
of a directory for the use of teachers and school officers. The
following is the table of contents:

CONTENTS.

Department Public Instruction.
Board of Examiners.

County Superintendents.

State University—Descriptive.
State Normal School—Descriptive.
State Teachers’ Association.

State Teachers’ Reading Circle.
Pupils’ Reading Circle.

Colleges and Seminaries.

Graded School Directory.

State University.

State Normal School.
Agricultural College.

College for the Blind.

Industrial Home for the Blind.
School for the Deaf.

Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home.
Institution for Feeble-minded Children.
Industrial Schools.

Summary of Statistics, 1894.
Officers State Teachers’ Association, 1895.

The directory proper contains the location of the graded
schools, name of the principal of the.school, of the secretary
of the board, salary paid principal, school enumeration of the
district, and school attendance.

The information contained in this directory has been widely
sought for, so that the edition issued was barely sufficient to
supply the demand.

The directory has proved of especial interest to school offi-
cers. From it they have been enabled to learn what other
places similar in size to theirs are doing for their schools. In
some cases such information has served as an incentive to
increase salaries and to require better work of teachers. The
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tendency of this publication has been to give officers and
teachers fuller information concerning the public schools, an
object which we have endeavored to keep constantly in mind in
all our efforts.

A copy of the directory was sent to the principal of every
school and to the secretary of every district included in it.

PATRIOTISM.

Twice during the past year we have sent to county superin-
tendents, for use in each school room in the state, a carefully
prepared program calculated to arouse and quicken love of
country in the minds of the pupils.

In 1895 the birthday of Washington was very generally
observed as Flag Day. This custom should be continued.
While patriotism should be inculcated at all times and in differ-
ent ways, the observance of this day, with special reference to
the life and character of Washington, cannot fail to impress
upon the child the value of integrity of purpose and purity of
heart as elements essential to true greatness.

Everything calculated to keep in the minds of our children
the deeds of their revolutionary sires should be arefully
encouraged. They enunciated boldly the principles of republi-
can liberty, and by their heroic sacrifices laid the foundations
of our republican government.

The history taught in our schools should be real. It should
catch its inspiration from the lives and words of Washington
and Jefferson, of Adams and Patrick Henry, of the men who
framed a constitution destined to rank with the Magna Charta
of England, in all parts of the civilized world.

In connection with the annual leaflet for Arbor Day, we
issued also a short program of exercises suitable for Memorial
Day. It was designed, not only to commemorate the men who
put down the rebellion, but also to implant and foster an
American pride in American institutions. This government
mwust live long after the last old soldier has gone to his rest. We
shall fall far short of our duty as patriotic Americans if our
teachings of patriotism do not inculcate the thought that the
republic is perpetual.

lowa Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument.
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This department has ruled that boards of directors may,
with the contingent fund not otherwise appropriated, purchase
a flag for school use. Many schools have availed themselves
of this provision of the law. In nearly all our cities and larger
towns the flag floats over the school during certain days of
every term. The practice is, however, not as universal as it

- ought to be. Every school should possess a flag, and the

children should be taught to respect and honor it, not because
the law compels it, but because it is in accordance with the
promptings of that patriotic instinct which the Creator has
implanted in the heart of man.

The number of schoolhouses having flags is steadily increas-
ing. In 1893 there were 2,862, in 1894, 3,446, and in 1895,
4,195. Scott is the banner county, having 121 schoolhouses
and 121 flags. Montgomery follows very closely with 113
schoolhouses and 110 flags, Wayne, 122 houses, 110 flags, and
Cherokee 144 houses with 130 flags.

This has been accomplished without the aid of any special
provision of law. It is the result of the patriotic sentiment
which only needs to be encouraged to grow until every school
owns a flag, and the children are taught to salute and respect
it as the symbol of all that makes their country great.
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Patriotic Leaflet

«.+ FOR ..

PREPARED AT THE DEPARTMENT OF f
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, DES MOINES. ebruar? 22
FOR THE SCHOOL CHILDREN OF IOWA. 1895 FIE T T TS

Thrice honored name—GEORGE WASHINGTON.
The loyal and the brave and true;

Now, once again, for Freedom’s son,
Unfurl our Flag, REp, WHITE, and BLUE.

ad

To the Teachers of Mowa:

It does not seem necessary to urge upon you the necessity of teaching
patriotism in the public schools of the state. And yet, in the great multi-
plicity of subjects which claim our attention, there is very grave danger
that we may overlook the importance of cultivating in the minds of the
children reverence for the flag, love of country, and gratitude towards the
Nution’s heroes.

The soldiers of the Civil War, many of them bending beneath the weight
of years, covered with honorable scars, are a perpetual reminder of the
nation’s debt to them. But the heroes of the Revolution, the men who
breasted the storm with brave hearts when others despaired, who fought
with Washington at Trenton and Yorktown, who endured the hardships of
Valley Forge, and who laid the foundations of the republic, live only in his-
tory. Their deeds must not be allowed to pass into oblivion.

In accordance with a custom now almost universal the twenty-second of
IFebruary is set apart as Flag Da;"in Jowa. I recommend that it be observed
in every public school of the state. The flag salute should be used. It is
printed in this program. Do not neglect it. It can be made exceedingly
impressive. On that day let the exercises in every school close with sing-
ing ““America.” The destinies of the Nation are in our hands. The repub-
lic can suffer no harm if the children are rightly taught.

“ONE COUNTRY—ONE LANGUAGE—ONE FLAG.”

Very cordially,
Your friend and fellow teacher,
HENRY SABIN.




By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,

Here once the embattled farmers stood
And fired the shot heard round the world.
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Ah! never shall the land forget,
How gushed the life-blood of her brave,—
Gushed, warm with hope and courage yet,
Upon the soil they fought to save.

Echoes of War

and Songs of Peace

IN LOVING REMEMBRANCE OF THE HEROIC DEAD,
AND GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF
THE NOBLE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

EXERCISES ADAPTED FOR THE USE OF IOWA SCHOOL CHILDREN
IN COMMEMORATION OF

Memorial Day, May 3o, 1895.

What shall we teach the children to-day? Is it enough that we remind
them of the debt of gratitude they owe to the men who died for the Union?
The teachings of Memorial Day must reach deeper than that. True patriot-
ism is not a sentiment alone; it rules the life, prompts actions, and cirs the
emotions so that love of country becomes part of our existence. It isa good
thing to raise the flag to-day on every schoolhouse, to cover every grave
with flowers, and to honor the memory of the heroic dead. But let us not
forget the needs of the present. We must have in every schoolhouse an
American teacher, deeply in love with American institutions, imbued with
an American spirit, and intent upon building up in the minds of the children
a high ideal of an intelligent American citizenship. Join loyally to-day in
paying a just tribute of love and gratitude to the old soldiers, living as well
as dead, and then, through all the year, remember that the need of the
hour is a noble, self-sacrificing patriotism, and that the country looks to the
teachers in the common schools to train the future citizens of the republic
so that they in turn may create and perpetuate a race of noble Americans.

Cordially yours,
HENRY SABIN,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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ARBOR DAY.

During the biennial period the Arbor Day annual has been
issued as usual. This custom was inaugurated in 1887, and yet
in many counties in the state we find school grounds on which
not a tree is reported as in a healthy, growing condition. The
law makes it the duty of boards of directors to plant and prop-
erly care for twelve or more shade trees on every scho_olhouse
site not already provided with suitable shade. This is not &
discretionary matter; it is mandatory, and yet one who t.ravels
in different sections of the state will notice schoolhouse sites on
which not a tree is growing, and, to all appearances, none hz?uve
ever been set out. Such neglect tells its own story concerning
that community. :

We think, however, that the number of such sites is decreas-
ing in Towa. The observance of Arbor Day is gradua.lly
educating the people to a better understanding of the necessity
of making the school grounds attractive and pleasant.

We print the introduction to the annual of 1894, and also that

to the annual of 1895:

To Teachers in the Public Schools: .

The success of Arbor Day depends very largely upon your et.‘forts in
interesting the children and their parents i.n the l.n'ogra.m which you
arrange. We have had the annual prepared with special refe.rence to your
wants, and hope you will spare no pains to observe the day in accordance
with the spirit of its founders. .

We make this address to you, and not to the children, as is customary,
for good and valid reasons. Traveling about the state at times, we are
pained to notice the bare and desolate condition of too many of the school-
house yards. Often the trees which were planted in former years have kfeen
allowed to die, evidently through want of care. Seldom have we notlced‘
any attempts to cultivate shrubbery or flowers abouf. t.he gro.unds. Very
little has been done to make the approaches to the building, or its surround-
i i way attractive.
mg;t; 1i]fsl ::11(11 enoyugh to plant a tree with pleasant Arbor Day exercises. It
must be cared for afterwards. The children should be taught to have a
real pride in the growth of the Washington tree, the Grant tree, or of any
other, even though it may have no particular namfa. '

We are not doing enough in our schools to cultlva._te the esthetic nature
of the pupils. We do not take advantage, especially in the country schools,

-
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of the attractive side of nature, in bringing to the notice of the children the
beautiful things concealed in the grasses, the flowers, and the trees. Teach
the children that it is a crime to destroy, in wanton play, the eggs or the
nests of our singing birds. Kindness to dumb animals is another needed
lesson to be taught in our schools.

In a word, do not let Arbor Day exercises end with the close of the
special program. Rather continue them throughout the entire school year.
Let every day, in a large sense, be an Arbor Day.

Very cordially,
HENRY SABIN.

To the Teachers in our Public Schools:

Arbor Day has two missions; one of tree planting and one of nature
study. Wherever there is a barren, desolate piece of ground called ‘‘the
schoolhouse yard’’ there its mission is to plant trees and shrubs: to care for
them, and to teach the children to love the trees they plant as one friend
loves another. There are hundreds of such yards in Iowa to-day which
need to be made beautiful and attractive to the children. Select a thrifty
young tree, such as grows most luxuriantly in your section of the state, and
ask some one who knows how to direct you in planting it. Interest the
children in caring for it, that it may get well rooted before the dry summer
months come on. Every such tree planted in Iowa soil, if it lives and
grows, will prove a blessing to the district and the state.

The othermission of Arbor Day is broader and reaches out into the entire
realm of nature. Its exercisesshould Qe such as in after years will awaken
pleasant memories, and recall the associations of a happy childhood.
Nature is many-sided. She reveals her beauties in, a thousand varied
forms. To lead the child ‘‘to look from Nature up to Nature's God” is
the work of a teacher who himself knows her secret ways, and her pleas-
ant paths.

The spirit of Arbor Day should remain throughout the year. The exer-
cises should be made to minister to building the character of the child.
Character is always fashioned after some ideal. This should be the ten-
dency of nature lessons, to form the right ideal of truth, reverence, and
worship, as well as of knowledge. If it is not, then the golden opportunity
is lost.

We send you this Arbor Day annual in the hope that it may prove an
inspiration to you and your school, so that in the light of nature all good
and beautiful thoughts may take root and grow in your lives and in the
lives of your pupils, as the tree you plant grows in the air and the sun-
shine. We wish you abundant success in your calling.

Very cordially, HENRY SABIN,
Superintendent o1 Public Instruction
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TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION.

As far possible this department has endeavored to have the
provisions of chapter one, of the Twenty-first General Assem-
bly, faithfully carried out. KEach county superintendent has
reported to us the manner and extent to which the requirements
of section one of this act have been complied with in the
schools and institutes under his charge. We have sent blanks
to the secretary of school boards in cities and towns, and have
tabulated the answers in a compact form for publication in this
report. Every county superintendent reports that in the
county institute he gave the subject the consideration which
the law requires. The secretaries for the different school
boards report that the law is generally complied with in the
graded schools of the state, as well as in all the schools in the
country districts.

As far as the letter of the law is concerned there is a gen-
eral compliance with its provisions. Not that there are no
exceptions. There are some districts in which the most con-
scientious teacher, owing to complications beyond her control,
finds it difficult to decide what course should be pursued. In
regard to what precise method the teacher is to employ, the
law is silent, as it should be. The term scientific temperance
instruction is misleading. The aim should not be alone to implant
in the mind of the child a vivid idea of the evils of intemperance,
lest that which we hold up as a warning may become, first an
impression, and afterward a hideous growth. There must be
something more than this.

The chief aim in temperance instruction should be to con-
vince the child that the only path to happiness or success lies
through a life of temperance and sobriety. A high ideal of a
noble life, like a beautiful picture on the walls of a room, is an
ever present, all powerful influence for good.
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The law itself is one in which the spirit far overshadows the
letter. Unless the instruction given reaches the heart and con-
vinces the judgment, it fails of its purpose. The boy is not
greatly benefited by the instruction given in the school, if after
reciting his lesson upon the ruinous effects of tobacco upon his
system, and perhaps before he leaves the schoolhouse yard, he
lights his cigarette and smokes it on his way home.

This law, as well as the one forbidding the sale of tobacco
to minors under sixteen, is very wholesome in its tendency.
Such laws, however, add new and grave responsibilities to the
teacher’s office. That some teachers fail to appreciate this is
due simply to human nature. That others fail to appreciate
the fact that precept is futile when not supported by practice,
is pitiable. On the whole we believe the teachers in our schools
are anxious to do their duty in observing this law. If parents, in
many cases, were as watchful as the teachers, and as willing to
make sacrifices if necessary, in order that their children may
be taught habits of soberness and temperance, the work of
temperance instruction would be much more effective.

F—
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SUMMARY

From cities and towns, regarding the manner and extent to which the require-
the teaching and study of the efiects of alcholic drinks, stimulants, and
said cities and towns, during the school year 1894-1895.

TOWNS,

PRIMARY.

What method is em-

Are text-books used

dopted by the

by pupils?
Has a course of in-
board?

struction been

a

Are your pupils sub-
ject to examina-
tion in this branch?
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EDUCATIONAL JOURNALISM IN IOWA.

Although Iowa was detached from Wisconsin in 1838 and
admitted as a state in 1846, it was not until 1853 that an attempt
was made to found a journal devoted to the cause of education.
In January, 1853, The District School Journal of Education was
issued at Dubuque, under the care of A. P. Wood, S. R. Gilbert
acting as editor. It was in form a royal octavo, sixteen pages.
The attempt of the editor to swell his subscription by going
from place to place was not encouraging, and his description of
the schools as he found them is a curiosity worth preserving.
An extract from an editorial in one of the first numbers shows
the spirit of the times:

Send in your orders, gentlemen. If we had time and space we could
explain to your satisfaction, no doubt, the modus operandi which enables
the eastern men to send you such a quantity of reading matter for so small
a price, and we could also satisfy you that with the limited number of sub-
seribers we yet have, we cannot afford to enlarge the journal. You say you
can get twice as much reading matter from the east for half the money—so
you can at home. We will furnish you three times as much for one-third of
the money. We now offer it to you. We have on hand, subject to your
order, several hundred copies of Greeley’s Pictorial Life of Scott, several
illustrated copies of old almanacs printed in Dutch, and a cart load of old
congress speeches which once saved the country.

And again:

Night and day we shall battle away until our experiment becomes a fixed
fact. The only forces we have to contend with are ignorance, indifference
and stinginess. We shall endeavor to enlighten the first, arouse the second
and shame the third. We have a mission to perform, and the greater the
obstacles we have to surmount, the more complete will be our triumph.

In May, R. Spaulding, a bookseller of Dubuque, became the
publisher of this paper. At the end of the first year, January

1, 1854, the name was changed to the Iowa Journal of Educa-
tion. The editor says:
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The time has not yet arrived in this state when a journal devoted exc.lus-
ively to the interests of our publie schools will be supported. But the time
has arrived when the people will sustain an educational family journal.

The name as it appears on the title page of the gsecond Volun'le
is, An Educational Family Journal. Out of 3,000 teachgrs in
the state, however, the editor complains that only four furnished
original contributions.

From 1855 to 1857 there was no educational journal in the
state. In the latter part of the year 1857, J. L. Enos commenced
the publication of the Educational Voice, at Cedar Rapids.

Mr. Enos was one of the strongest educational men Towa has
ever produced. He was temporary chairman at the time the

_ pational association was formed at Philadelphia, and was chosen
one of the permanent vice-presidents.

The Educational Voice was conducted with great vigor. No
educational journal in the state has ever surpassed it in the
ability of its editorials or in the practical nature of its articles.

The aims of the Voice, in the words of the editor, were “Fo
speak the wants of Towa,” not only in education, but also in
improvements, mechanics, agriculture, commerce, and all else
that tends to give strength and beauty to the affairs of the
state. ;

Consequently its articles were varied and touched upon all
the wants of the community. In short, the Voice recognized
the fact that school interests have much in common with the
interests of the public at large, and acted upon that fact.

The influence of the Voice was largely instrumental in form-
ing the State Historical society. The Voice at one time boas.ted

of 1,000 paying subscribers, and that the advertising recelpts
were over $1,000. In 1858 the state association came to its aid.
At a meeting held at Davenport in that year 500 subscribers
were guaranteed by the members. In November, however, the
editor complains that out of that number he had realized only
$10, and that of the 186 which the county superintende.nts
agreed to take, only &3 ever reached the publisher of the Voice.
T4 is uncertain what became of the Voice. It disappeared. The
reader of its pages, by the manly, earnest tone which pervaded
them, is forced to acknowledge that Iowa has had no journal
since its day, of greater, and only few of equal, merit.

Tn May, 1859, Rev. S. S. Howe, principal of the academy at
Mount Pleasant, commenced the publication of the Literary
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Advertiser and Public School Advocate, eight pages; subscrip-
tion price, £5 cents a year. There are no copies of this magazine
now extant. It was discontinued with October, 1860.

The same year, 1859, Mills Brothers, of Des Moines, com-
menced the publication of the Towa School Journal, under the
editorial care of A. J. Stevens.

The first number of the Iowa Instructor was issued in Octo-
ber, 1859, at Tipton, under the control of the executive com-
mittee of the state association, but was published at Davenport,
Q. C. Nestlerode being the responsible editor. It is probable
that the subscription list of the Voice was taken as a starting
point for the new journal.

At a succeeding meeting of the association, in 1860, the
executive committee reported: ¢The Instructor was started at
a time when it was far from popular to unfurl the free school
banner. It has received no charity from the school killers. It
has been derided and scoffed because it is purely an educational
journal, but it has gone on the even tenor of its way, pleading
for the inalienable rights of the defenseless children of Iowa.”

The Instructor runs through three volumes. The ablest men
in the state were among its contributors. Turning over its
pages we find the names of S. N. Fellows, T. H. Benton, Jr.,
N. R. Leonard, M. Ingalls, C. C. Nestlerode, F'. M. Witter, J.
D. Hornby, A. S. Kissell, Miss P. W. Sudlow, and many others
well known in connection with the educational history of the
state.

It is not difficult to discover the object of the association in
desiring to have an organ under their own direction. They
were broad minded men, who were endeavoring to found an

educational system adequate to the wants of a new, but rapidly
developing state. They needed a journal which would serve as
a means of communication not only among themselves, but
between the schools and the public.

The journals of those early days would be voted dull and
uninteresting by the modern reader. The articles were written
by teachers who had something to say, and not by educators
deeply versed in the philosophy of education. The writers had
a plain, simple, direct way of putting things, and yet they evi-
flently were imbued with the idea that the power of a teacher
18 in the use which he makes of his brains; that the practical
utility of a school journal is in its power to awaken ideas, to
arouse and stimulate thought.
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Tt is to the influence of the educational journals published
prior to 1865, that we owe the existence of a race of sturdy,
enthusiastic, thinking teachers, men and women whose writ-
ings gave tone to the entire educational work of the state.
More than this, to these early journals, and to those who sup-
ported them, often at a pecuniary sacrifice which they could
poorly afford to bear, we owe much of whatever prestige lowa
now enjoys in the educational ranks of the Nation.

For three years the Instructor and the School Journal both
managed to live. In 1862, however, they were combined and
published by Mills & Company, at Des Moines, under the name
of The Instructor and School Journal.

Among the articles in the first volume are the following:
¢« English Composition,” *‘Furnishing the School Room,” in
which the writer enumerates as necessary, a clock, a water pail
and dipper, hooks, and outline maps; “The Farm,” and ¢ Will
Clergymen Help the Teacher.” The editor complains of three
county superintendents who refused to take the paper from the
postoffice because they had no time to read it.

From July, 1860, to January, 1861, the Journal was in a state
of suspended animation. The second volume begins with the
latter date, under the editorship of T. H. Benton, Jr., secretary
of the board of education. That gentleman was an able writer,
and under his supervision the Journal at once became influen-
tial. TIts articles were mainly from the pens of Iowa writers,
and treated of matters of immediate importance. The editorial
department gave especial attention to those points of vital
interest to the people. The selections were also of high order
and showed much literary taste.

Mr. Benton entered the army in December, 1861, and the
editorship of the Journal was left to chance. During the years
1864-7, we find the names of various teachers on the editorial
page, evidently a committee chosen by the state association.
Tt is impossible to follow the Journal through each year. The
keen, vigorous utterances of A. S. Kissell, who ranked among
the strongest and most enlightened educators of the northwest;
the terse, epigrammatic sentences of Jonathan Piper; the wise,
logical reasoning of D. Franklin Wells, grace its pages and
make them profitable reading to the student of the educational
history of Towa.

In August, 1871, the Manual was commenced at Keokuk under
the supervision of C. M. Greene, of Keokuk, and O. A. Burchard,
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of Fredonia, New York. It did not ¢continue long, for in June
1872, the Manual was combined with the Iowa School J ournal,
first under the proprietorship of Hdwards & Greene, and in’
August of that year Mr. Greene bezame the sole proprie’ator and
continued its publication at Des Moines until 1875. ,

In January, 1873, W. E. Crosby, of Davenport, commenced
the publication of the Common School, and in 1875 bought the
Journal of Mr. Greene. Mr. Crosby was for a number (?f ears
superintendent of the Davenport schools. He was at one):cinlle;
connected with the schools of Cincinnati, and was once secretar
of the National Kducational association. As a writer he os}-’
sessed more than ordinary talent, being the master of teﬁse
vigorous English, which made his journal extremely readwblel’

(Phe lasp number of the Common School we are able t(; 'ﬁnci
is April, 1877. However, we think it was issued for a short
;ime ;ﬁﬁr ‘;h?t. Wlith it disappeared the last vestige of the
owa School Journal, as originated at t apital ci
B T o nated at the capital city and con-

With the vanishing of the School Journal ended an e poch 1
the history of the schools of Towa. The men and Womlen Whn
.wrote for its pages have nearly all ceased to take an acti .
interest in the educational affairs of the state. i

The strength of these old journals lay in the homely, common-
sense character of the articles which filled their paﬂeé There
was less of pedagogy and philosophy than in the la’;r ]:ourlial
The names of Pestalozzi and Froebel are seldom fouﬁd O »
sea.rches the pages in vain for those aids to teachino; u ¥
which the young teacher of the present day lays so m:mhb t PQ‘IT
but, on the other hand, there was more which appealed Storetslf’
pj(faop‘;e},1 and whic.h b.rought more prominently before the peoblz
zio I(iac school district the blessing of a common school ed uca-

In.1_877, a resolution was passed at a meeting of normal insti
;u;i ninlstﬁlctors, resulting in the establishment of fhe Iowa-,

al Monthly. The first number was issued in August of

- that year at Dubuque, with Principal W. J. Shoup as editor and

ipropriebor.. It was designed to be an Iowa journal, devoted
almost entirely to state interests. Tne Normal Morithly was

: 3 :lily c%nducted and was very popular. As an editor, Mr. Shoup
e 2 solutely fearless, and did not hesitate to express his

opinion upon the educational vagaries of that day. He edited

- his own journal in every sense of the word. Ill health forced
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him to retire, and in April, 1884, he sold the Normal Monthly
to J. A. Edwards and G. W. Jones. Afterward Mr. Edwards
purchased the interest of Mr. Jones, and has continued the
publication since under the former name.

In Mr. Shoup’s valedictory he pays a worthy tribute to his
wife, who, he says, had labored with him in the preparation of
every number, often, when other duties were pressing upcn him,
doing the greater part of the work. When the cruel hand of
disease drove him from his work in the editorial chair, educa-
tional journalism in Iowa suffered an incalculable loss.

The Central School Journal was issued at Keokuk in Decem-
ber, 1877, with J. W. Rowley as editor-in-chief. Tae Journal
has had several editors, and always maintained a progressive
character, fully up with the demands of the times. The last
number of the Journal was issued in the summer of 1895.

The Northwestern Journal of Education began in the spring
of 1885 and flourished for a time as a weekly journal. Although
it had the best educational ability in the person of one of the
ablest female writers of Iowa, it did not pay expenses and came
to an untimely end.

Of journals at present published in Towa litfle need be said.
We have referred to the Iowa Normal Monthly. The Iowa
Teacher is published at Charles City. This paper furnishes
the larger part of the printed matter for many county papers,
leaving them a page or two for home matters.

In 1889 the Towa School Journal was published at Des Moines
under the proprietorship of C. W. Martindale. In 1892 the
name was changed to Towa Schools, and for two years Henry
Sabin was its editor. At present Superintendent F'. B. Cooper,
of the West Des Moines schools, is editor, and J. M. Mehan,
business manager.

In October, 1894, the Directors’ Round Table was started by
J. H. Richard, of Towa Falls. With general educational news
there is also given more than the usual attention to the con-
sideration of those subjects in which the scheol directors are
most interested.

The educational journal most needed in Iowa is one that will
reach the people in their homes as well as the teachers in their
school rooms. It should be the means of shaping public
opinion and of influencing legislation in favor of better salaries,
more money expended in the preparation of teachers, and a

P -
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rate of attendance at school, enforced, if necessary, by
nlsory law. The directness of its utterances should c,om-
respectful attention of other papers. It should be
d, a strong, bold, cautious newspaper, discussing educa.z
al questions from the standpoints of public utility and bet-
.agﬁhoo.l& That such a paper would be voted dull and
1;111gi because it would promise little which the
old girl could copy on the blackboard for to-day’s
, is another strong argument for not only a better, but a
r different preparagion for the business of teaching. ,
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[MPORTANT SCHOOL LEGISLATION.

NEW YORK.
NEBRASKA.
MINNESOTA.
WISCONSIN.
MICHIGAN.
ILLINOIS.




RECENT SCHOOL LEGISLATION IN OTHER STATES.

We have gathered under this title some of the more impor-
tant laws bearing upon school interests recently enacted in
other states. We call attention to them as indicating the gen-
eral drift of what is going on about us. The fact that the edu-
cational world moves cannot well be ignored by us. There isa
spirited contest for the leadership, in which Iowa is in great
danger of being left out.

We have in our schools as teachers a superior class of men
and women. They are earnest, and filled with enthusiasm and
zeal. They make the best of the advantages which come to
them. They are looking anxiously to the Twenty-fifth General
Assembly to place upon the statute books such laws as will give
new life to our school interests.

NEW YORK.

TRAINING CLASSES.

We have referred to this law in another connection. What-
ever merit it has consists in bringing normal training to the
doors of the teachers, and in emphasizing the preparation of
~ teachers for the rural schools. These points must be strictly
observed, whatever alterations or amendments may be neces-
sary to adapt it to the Iowa system of schools.

. TEACHERS’ TRAINING CLASSES.

SECTION 1. There shall be annually appropriated out of the income of
the United States deposit fund, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of
$30,000, and out of the free school fund the sum of $30,000 for the instruction
of competent persons in academies and union schools, in the science and

o
)
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xamine the students in such classes, and to issue teachers’ certificates to
how moral character, fitness and scholastic and profersional quali-
fications worthy thereof.

The following rules and regulations will give some idea of
conditions under which these classes are formed. It will be
geen that they are placed under the strict charge of the state
depm‘tment, and that they are subject to close and continual

superv ision.

e
such as 8

I. APPOINTMENTS.

1. No school will receive an appointment unless it can fulfill the follow-

ing requirements, VAT

a. To furnish as instructor ot instructors of the class for not less

(each day) than three recitation hours of forty-five minutes each, a duly
qualified teacher who is either (a) a college graduate, with not less than
three years’ experience in teaching in the public schools of the state; (D)
a graduate of a normal school of this state from a higher course than the
elementary course, sO called, of at least two years’ experience in teaching
in the public schools of the state; or (¢) one holding a state certificate
granted in this state upon examination subsequent to 1875. Such instructor
or instructors must be approved by the state superintendent of public
instruction, the same as teachers employed in the several normal schools of

the state.
p. To furnish a room or apartment separate from all other departments
1l be seated and no

of the school in which the training class members sha
others, unless it may be the members of the graduating class of the current.
school year.

¢. To furnish opportunity for the class or some members thereof each
day to observe methods of teaching in the several grades of common school
work, and, when practicable, to actually have an opportunity to teach in
such grades under proper criticism and direction.

d. To conduct the recitations in the several subjects belonging to the
training class work separately and distinet from all other recitations in

such subjects.

e. To maintain a class of a least
eighteen weeks each, or thirty-six weeks in the year.

£ To observe implicitly the conditions of admission to membership in

the class.

9" In making assignments to i
will be had to th2 following considerations:

a. The proper distribution of the classes a
sioner districts of the sfite.

b. The 10cat"on of//he class b
suitable candidates. ]

c. Sl'ch equipment of the institution as will giv
substantial work, both in the theory and practice of teaching.

3. The funds paid by the state for this instruction go into the treasury
of the institution, and not to any individual. Trustees who pay @ fixed

ten members for the full two terms of

nstitutions in the same county, reference
mong the school commis-

o accommodate the greatest number of

o assurance of doing
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salary to their principal cannot allow teachers to share in these funds as an
extra compensation.

II. QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADMISSION.

1. Candidates must be at least 16 years of age at the time of entrance.

y 2. They mus?; subscribe in good faith to the following declaration:

We, the subscribers, hereby declare that our object in asking admission
to the training class is to prepare ourselves for teaching; and that it is our
purpose to engage in teaching in the public schools of the state of New
York, at the completion ol such preparation.’’

The principal and school commissioner must be satisfied that the candi-
dates have the moral character, talents, and aptness necessary to success in
teaching.

3. Be.fore admission they must hold as a minimum qualification either
an unfsxplred third grade teacher’s certificate and have attained an average
standn?g of 60 per centin American history and civil government, under
the uniform examinations, or, in addition to a regents’ preliminary certifi-
cate and pass card in physiology, hold a twelve-count certificate. Four of
such counts shall be in English, two in American history, two in eivil gov-
ernment, and the other four optional. A

4. Can.didates entering an examination, in order to qualify for entrance
to any training class, shall present to the examiner a certiﬁca'zte from some
reputal?le teacher, that in such teacher’s judgment the candidate is capable
of passing the examination and worthy to enter a training class. Such
certificate shall_be forwarded to the state superintendent’s office with the
answer papers of the candidate.

III. ORGANIZATION.

1. The school year is divided into two terms of not less than eighteen

nor more than twenty weeks each.

o ‘
2. The class must consist of not less than ten nor more than twenty-five

members.

3. The compensation allowed institutions for the instruction will be at
the rate of 81 for each week’s instruction of each member.

4. To secure the most promising candidates, the following information
should be fully announced prior to the organization of the class:

a. The date on which the class is to be organized.

b. The conditions of admission.

(o8 'rI‘he (‘:h aracter and advantages of a professional course of study.

d. l‘h.e 1fnporta.nce of this work in securing teachers’ certificates.

5. ' Principals should consult the school commissioner with a view of
securing, from the schools under his visitation, as members of the class,
those persons who intend to teach.

: 6 1 Three periods of 45 minutes each, every school day, must be occupied
with ‘mstructlon on the topics laid down in the course of study. Outside of
the tlrpe given for this separate instruction, such members of the class as
have time and ability may be allowed to pursue other subjects, for which,
however, no tuition may be charged, '

7. Free tuition includes all subjects embraced in the uniform and state
examinations.
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The following law is perhaps one of the most far-reaching
and progressive ever passed in any state. If its provisions are
carried out, no person can be employed after January 1, 1897,
to teach in the primary or grammar grade of any city, who has
not had at least three years of successful experience, or in lieu
thereof has not had some amount of professional training.

In a spirit of fairness, teachers are given nearly two years
in which to prepare. If the law is rigidly enforced, as we pre-
sume it will be, it will raise the standard of professional teach-
ing, and will supply the best teachers for the lower grades of
city and village schools, the places in such schools that most
need skilled teachers.

TO ENCOURAGE AND PROMOTE THE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF
TEACHERS.

SECTION 1. The board of education of the public school authorities of
any city, except the city of New York, or of any village employing a super-
intendent of schools, may establish, maintain, direct and control one or more
schools or classes for the professional instruction and training of teachers
in the principles of education and in the method of instruction for not less
than thirty-eight weeks in each school year.

SEC. 2. Toward the maintenance and support of these schools and
classes established pursuant to this act, or heretofore established and main-
tained for similar purposes, and whose requirements for admission, and
whose course of studies are made with the approval of the state superin-
tendent of public instruction, and under whose direction such classes shall
be conducted, the said superintendent is hereby authorized and directed in
each year to set apart, to apportion and to pay from the free school fund $1
for each week of instruction of each pupil; provided, however, that said
apportionment and payment shall not exceed in the aggregate $100,000 in
each year. Such apportionment and payment shall be made upon the report to
the local superintendent of schools filed with the state superintendent of
public instruction, who shall draw his warrant upon the state treasurer for
‘the amount apportioned.

SEc. 3. Iithe total sum to be apportioned and to be paid as provided by
section 2 of this act, shallin any one year exceed the said sum of $100,000, the
said state superintendent of publiec instruction shall apportion to each school
and class its pro rata of said sum upon the basis described in section 2 of
this act.

SEC. 4. After January 1, 1897, no person shall be employed or licensed
to teach in the primary and grammar schools of any city authorized by law
to employ a superintendent of schools, who has not had successful exper-
ience in teaching for at least three years, or, in lieu thereof, has not
completed a three years’ course in, and graduated from a high school or
academy having a course of study of not less than three years, approved by
the state superintendent of public instruction, or from some institution of
learning of equad or higher rank, approved by the same authority, and who,
subsequently to®such graduation, has not graduated from a school or class
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for the professional training of teachers, having a course of study of not less
than thirty-eight weeks, approved by the state superintendent of public
instruction. Nothing in this act shall be construed to restrict any board of
education of any city from requiring such additional qualifications of teachers
as said board may determine; nor shall the provisions of this act preclude
the board of aducation of any city or village from aceepting the diploma of
any state normal and training school of the state of New York, or a state
certificate obtained on examination, as an equivalent for the preparation in
scholarship and professional training herein required.

NEBRASKA.

The most important school law passed by the Nebraska leg-
islature of 1895 was that providing for the free attendance
of non-resident pupils in the nearest high schools. This act
brings a high school education within the reach of the brightest
boys and girls of the neighboring rural schools. This law is
worthy a careful consideration. It would free the boards of
our city and town schools from the necessity of deciding who
are, and who are not, non-resident pupils, which now is often
exceedingly perplexing. It would incite the country schools to
do better work, as their pupils can be admitted only upon the
condition of having completed the course of the common school.
It would tend to strengthen the high schools, both in equipment
and in courses of study, as the state superintendent has power

to determine what schools shall be considered within the pro-
visions of the act.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FREE ATTENDANCE AT PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS.

SECTION 1. All public high schools in this state which shall be deter-
mined by the state department of education to be properl Y equipped as to
teachers, appliances, and course of study, shall hereafter be open to attend-
ance by any person of school age residing outside the district, who is a
resident of the state, and whose education cannot profitably be carried fur-
ther in the public school of the district of his residence; provided, that
such pupil must have a certificate, signed by the county superintendent,
that said pupil has completed the common school course prescribed by the
state department of education for work below the high school; provided,
also, that such non-resident pupils shall be subject in all respects to the
same rules and restrictions as those which govern resident pupils attending
such high school; provided, that such pupils shall attend at the nearest
high school, or a high school of approved grade, in the county of their
residence; and provided, that when any high school shall be unable to-

-
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i modations to non-residents without constructing or renting
::iglitsign:f?ﬁdings, the board of education may refuse admission to such
H 9. The state department of education shall have power, and it

h ?f;ge i'ts duty, to determine annually what school§ in this state n}get the
ie:\lirements of the preceding section and are subject to the provisions of
! act~3 The school board of each school district in the state whose high

SE10 -is .attended by pupils under the provisions of this act sha:ll, at the

i f each school year, report in such form as the state superintendent
010561’ orescribe to the county board of each county in which such pupils are
shaildelzﬂ; the n:nnber of pupils attending such school from such county and
:ﬁ:l leng:th of time of attendance of each pupil in weeks as he.reinafter
specified, and such county board shall, at t}}eir first regula_r meeting a.fte}t;
the filing of such report, allow such district the sum'of 50 cents f(?r eﬁcu
pupil reported for each week during any part of which such pupil sda,f
have been in attendance, and order a warrant drawn ?n the scho?l fun .o
such county in favor of such school board for the said sum, W'hlch clfnm
shall be enforced in the manner provided by la\fr foruot_her c}alms against
counties, and the teacher’s register shall b.e prima fame evidence (.)f the
attendance of pupils as set forth in such claim; pr.ov'fded, thaf, when it can
be shown that the actual cost of education per pupil in any hl.gh. sch?ol is
greater than the sum herein specified, the count}y board may, in its dlsc.re-
tion, allow a greater sum, not exceeding the said actual cost of education

ili high school.

Persr});g)ﬂ(ﬁﬂ S';;z cfunty board of each county in this state shall lev'y
annually a sufficient tax to meet the expenses contemplated by the provi-
sions of this act, said tax not to exceed one mill on the doll'ar of the assessed
valuation of said county for the preceding year‘, to be levied a.,nd collected
in the manner provided by law for the levymg: and collection of other:
county taxes; and the funds so acquired sha.ll ct?nstltute a cour_lpy school fund;
provided, that school districts which ma,m.ta.m se'hools desl,:;nated by the
state deparbmer&of education, as provided in section 2 of this act, shall be

from such levy.

exe:;);roved April 8, 31895; in effect August 1, 1895.

MINNESOTA.

In 1893 the legislature of Minnesota enacted a law givingthe
directors of every school district power to purchase text-books
for free use in the schools under their charge. It also makes
it the duty of the directors to submit the question of free text-
books to the electors upon the petition of five or more legal

voters.
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We introduce the law here as a fair model of what we need
in JTowa. The whole subject of free text-books, with comments
upon this law, by the state superintendent of Minnesota, will
be found on another page in this report.

FREE TEXT-BOOKS.

SECTION 1. The board of trustees or board of education of each and
every school district in the state of Minnesota is hereby authorized and
empowered to select, adopt or contract for the text-books needful for the
use of the school or schools under its charge; and the said board of trustees
or board of education shall have power to purchase the text-books selected
or contracted for, and provide for the loan, free of charge or sale at cost
of such text-books to the pupils in attendance at such school or schools. ’

Provided, That no adoption or contract shall be for a period of less than
three (3) years nor more than five (5) years, during which time'the text-hooks
so selected, adopted or contracted for shall not be changed.

SEC. 2. Before any publisher, or publishers, shall enter or attempt to
enter into any contractefor the sale of text-books as herein provided, they
shall file with the superintendent of public instruction of the state of
Minnesota, a list of their books, and the lowest prices at or for which they
wi'll sell any or all of such hooks to any board of trustees in the state of
Minnesota, and they, the said publishers, shall deposit with the superin-
tendent of public instruction a sample copy of each book so listed, which
shall represent in style of binding, mechanical execution, general make-up
and matter the book or books they offer to sell to the board of trustees at

or for the prices so listed, and in no case shall prices be raised above said
listed prices as filed.

SEC. 3. It shall be the duty of the state superintendent of public instruc-
tion to furnish a certified copy of the list of books and prices filed, in
accordance with the provisions of section 2 of this act, to the district clerk
of each common school district in the state of Minnesota.

SEC. 4 Whenever five or more legal voters of any common school
district in the state of Minnesota shall petition the board of trustees to sub-
mit to the legal voters thereof the question of providing free text-books to
the pupils attending the schools under its charge, it shall be the duty of
-said board of trustees to call a meeting of the legal voters of the district,
:giving ten days’ notice, which notice shall state that the question of free
‘text-books will be submitted at such meeting. Such question may be sub-
mitted at any annual meeting, provided that notice shall have been pre-
viously given in accordance with the provisions of this section. In case a
majority of the legal voters present and voting shall vote in favor of free
text-books, it shall be the duty of the board of trustees to provide for the

‘same.

SEC. 5. All books purchased in accordance with the provisions of this
act shall be paid for out of the school funds of the respective districts; and
it shall be the duty of the school districts and their school boards to see

what sufficient funds are raised and set aside for the purposes of this act.

Approved March 24, 1893.

e
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The following enactments are in the direct line of our remarks
concerning the policy of encouraging college graduates to take
up the work of teaching as a profession:

STATE CERTIFICATES.

The superintendent of public instruction is authorized: (1) To approve
the diploma of a graduate of the normal school of another state. (2) To
issue a state certificate to a graduate of a college or university upon condi-
tion that he has taught successfully in the public schools of this state one
year and has received a first grade certificate. (3) To examine teachers in
subjects named in the law and to issue a state certificate to persons qualified.

The time limitations of state certificates are left to the judgment of the
superintendent of public instruction. Life certificates have no legal force
in case the teacher abandons educational work for three years, except upon
the endorsement of the same by the state superintendent.

Approved April 18, 1893.

COLLEGE DIPLOMAS.

SECTION 1. The teachers’ university certificate issued by the university
of Minnesota to graduates of the department of pedagogy in said university
shall be valid as a certificate of the first grade to teach in the public
schools of the state of Minnesota for a period of two years from date of
graduation

SEC. 2. At the expiration of two years of actual teaching the certificate
of such graduate may be endorsed by the president of the university and
the superintendent of public instruction upon satisfactory evidence that
such service has been successful, and such endorsement shall make said
certificate a permanent certificate of qualification; provided, that said
endorsement may be canceled and its legal effect annulled by the superin-
tendent of public insfruction upon satisfactory evidence of disqualification.

SEC. 3. This act shall take effect an@ﬁ be in force from and after its
passage.

Approved April 11, 1895.

Under the title ¢“ Means of Training Teachers” we mentioned
the possibility of utilizing to a much larger extent our high
schools as a means of providing a limited amount of normal
instruction. In 1895 Minnesota passed the following law for
that purpose:

NORMAL INSTRUCTION IN HIGH SCHOOLS.

SECTION 1. That for the purpose of providing elementary normal
instruction in the state high schools of Minnesota, the sum of ten thousand
(10,000) dollars, or such a portion thereof as may be needed shall be and is
hereby annually appropriated out of any money in the treasury not other-
wise appropriated, beginning with the fiscal year one thousand, eight hun-
dred and ninety-five (1895), to be paid as hereinafter provided.

SEC. 2. That whenever the board of education in any city or village in
the state of Minnesota, in which there is a state high school, having a four-
year course, and classes doing work in each of the four grades therein, shall
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provide in the senior year of their course for a review of the common school
branches, geography, arithmetic, English grammar, United States history,
and for instruction as to the best methods of teaching the said branches;
and when the said board of education shall have notified the state high
school board that the provisions of this statute shall have been fully com-
plied with, it shall be the duty of the said state high school board to have
the said school examined by the state high school inspector; and if upon
said examination it shall appear that the local school board having charge
of the high school so examined, has fully complied with the provisions of
this statute, the state high school board shall thereupon certify the facts to
the state auditor; and the state auditor shall at the end of the school year
1896, and upon the close of each succeeding school year, so long as the ele-
mentary normal instruction above described shall continue to be given in
accordance with the provisions herein set forth, issue his warrant upon the
state treasurer for the sum of five hundred (500) dollars in favor of the
board of education having charge of the schools in which the above
deseribed work isdone. Provided, however, that thestate high school board
shall certify each and every year to the work of each high school applying
for aid under this statute before the state auditor’s warrant shall issue
upon the state treasurer.

Sec 3. No pupil shall be admitted to the state high school training
classes provided for in the second section of this statute who has not com-
pleted and passed the examination of the state high school board in the
folloving branches: English composition, civil government, physiology,
elementary algebra, plane and solid geometry, three years’ work in Latin
language, or in the modern languages, or in lieu of the three years’ work
in Latin or the modern languages, one year’s work in natural philosophy, one
year’s work in general history, one-half year’s work in botany and one-half
year’s work in physical geography or chemistry.

Skc. 4. That the state auditor’s warrant shall not be drawn in favor of
any board of education until the end of each school year, and only
upon the certificate of the state high school board mentioned in section 2 of
this statute, accompanied by the certificate of the superintendent or princi-
pal of the school applying for aid under this statute, to the effect that the
teachers’ training class in his school has numbered not less than eight
pupils at any time during the current year.

SEC. 5. The board of education in any city or village in Minnesota
applying for aid under this act shall employ a special teacher to instruct
the pupils in the teachers’ training class, said teachers so employed shall
be in addition to the number employed by the said board in its high school
during the year next preceding the date of their application for aid under
this act. Said special teacher shall be a regular graduate of the school of
pedagogy of the university of Minnesota, or the school of pedagogy of any
other college of equal rank or of the advanced course of a normal school

SEC. 6. That for the purpose of this act and to carry out the provisions
thereof the president of the board of directors of the state normal schools
shall be and is hereby made ex-officio a member of the state high school
board.

SEc. 7.
passage.

Approved April 25, 1895.

This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its

iy A s

\l‘/

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 11%

1895.]

WISCONSIN.
anced position or enacted more rad-
Wisconsin. We are able to insert
elation to county superintendents.
The only important proviso omitted is the one w%lich 1nitl§u$z
the county clerk not to place the name of any per flontupko v
official ballot as a candidate for county superintenden 1v‘v\ (; b
not filed the required evidence that he has fully complie

the law.

No state took a more adv
jcal legislation in 1895 than
only a part of the act In T

COUNTY SUPERINTEN DENTS.

ter 333.) No person shall be eligible jco the oﬁicc; of
who shall not at the time of his election or appo1ﬁt-
ment have taught in public schools of the state for a pe'arzod oft e},ig}an ;]coeri‘tb : fsi,
i lection or appointmen 1 -
ho shall not at the time of such e ) ; ? ‘
2:39,:ntitlin0’ him to teach in any public school in the stdtéa, Oi a lcler;clflfa}t;z
y intendent’s certificate, and which S
known as a county superinten ficat
?gs::d by the state superintendent after examination .by, and upon the
1‘ecommendation of the board of examiners for sta,;g ceiz'tlﬁi‘:;ﬁs.d‘t o Iy
i tate certificates s 58
. 2. The board of examiners for s i :
f }iﬁfﬁng the regular examinations for state certificates n(;)w t})r'ovult(.agcizg
5 % i intendent’s ceril
ine ¢ for the county superin
law, examine all applicants = nt's :
ll?t;rein’ provided for, upon the branches upon which exa,mlnatlloln is un(;v;
uired for a first grade county certificate, and also upon schoo f.lw, per-
:}22 organization and management of district schools, and upon the sup

vision of district schools. '
Sgc. 3. The board of examiners

supcTioN 1. (Cha
county superintende

for state certificates shall, in addition

to the examination now provided for by law, hold in the()i Ez:;cit Oéoi Illxégr ;)s
each year, three examinations simultaneou'sly ?J‘o three di G s
the sta.te., The points where such examinations shall be .eh bfemnce
determined by the state superintenden.t, a.r%d shall be (:llosint\;lv(l}bst ::}e e
o the accommodation of applicants 1n different parts O 5

examinations so held shall be for the purpose of examining applicants for

i i ein provided for. Each of the
the county superintendent’s certificate her P g

three examinations shall‘be held under the superv1510nho e
board of examiners, but the scope and charact.er of t 3?;3 st
be previously determined by the board of examiners and, b.e ey 1o
tendent. Printed questions shall be prepared on ea,chdsuf ]ec&mi{ners et
the applicant is required to be examined, and the b()‘ar' ﬁ exerS Syt
examine the papers written by applicants and shall file all pap:

in the office of the state superintendent.
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Spe. 4. All persons passing the examination prescribed in section 3 to
the satisfaction of the bcard of examiners for state certificates, and who
shall furnish satisfactory testimonials of moral character to the board of
examiners, shall, upon the recommendation of the board, receive from the
state superintendent the county superintendent’s certificate, which, together
with the eight months’ experience in teaching in the public schools provided
for in section 1, shall constitute a legal qualification to hold the office of
county superintendent of schools. It shall also legally qualify the holder to
teach in any public school in the state for which a first grade county certifi-
cate is now a legal qualification.

DIPLOMAS.

The first section of this act authorizes the state superin-
tendent to duplicate certificates granted by other states, pro-
vided they are of the same rank as those granted in Wisconsin.
The remainder of the law is as follows:

SEC. 2. Any person holding a diploma granted upon the completion of

a regular collegiate course of the state university, or upon the completion
of the full course of any Wisconsin normal school, may present such diploma
to the state superintendent to be countersigned. No diploma shall be
countersigned except the holder thereof shall furnish evidence satisfactory
to the state superintendent of good moral character and one year’s success-
ful teaching in a public school. The certificate granted upon the comple-
tion of the elementary course of any Wisconsin state normal school may be
countersigned by the state superintendent. When countersigned it shall
have the force and effect of a limited state certificate in this state; but no
such certificate shall be countersigned unless satisfactory evidence be fur-
nished the state superintendent of good moral character and successful
experience in teaching a public school for eight months after the date of
its issuance.

SEc. 3. The holder of a diploma granted by any incorporated college or
university, whose regular collegiate courses are fully and fairly equivalent
to corresponding courses in the university of Wisconsin, and the holder of
a diploma granted by a state normal school whose course of study is fully
and fairly equivalent to the courses of study in the Wisconsin normal
schools, may present such diploma, together with evidence of the required
standing of the college, university or normal school granting the same, to
the state board of examiners. The applicant shall furnish therewith testi-
monials of good moral character and of two years’ successful teaching in a
public school after the date of issue of said diploma. The diploma recom-

mended favorably by said board shall be countersigned by the state
superintendent.
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MICHIGAN.
ing is

Michigan in 1895 passed a compulsory léafzv.w‘l'llih: égil(;mgs fful

t=} 3 :

ar its principal features. . . 1
7 Summt?(l)z t?)ft}lxosepwho may be interested in the sub;]]fe(lzlt(,) 3? nl;
1f§;zlihe trend of public opinion in that state. Thefo
:,re some of its principal features:

The school age for compulsory attendance:

i n throughout the state. :
g:f};g tt?) fs?iizzsl in citifs under police1 .regula.mons.
The length of time pupils must attend:

At least four months.
Attendance nob 1'1§nit,e
i exempt from
CTlllllég; ev:'lho attela)nd private schoo}s.
9. Those who have allr-ea.dy acquired
mu%»ht ]l?flu;}ilfs?EiIZ:;(]z)%(;':ically unable? to attend. 2
4' Pupils living farther than _two xfules from a sc 4
d: Truant officers—how appointed:
1. Appointed by school board of gr
9. In townships where scho?ls are odrg
law, the chairman of the towship board o

3. In cities llndb‘l pohce super v1s101, bhe tr uant O(ﬂCBI 18 detaﬂ.led from

{ 1.50 per day for time
i - shall not be less than $
lice force. His salary st T 8 %
Z,}(l:’zuicily employed under the direction of the school boar
e. Attendance ab school:
1. Pupils shall commence on

the truant officer. )
9. Parents must send children to

a to four months in cities.
the provisions of this law:

o e Tl

the ordinary branches usually

aded and township school districts.
anized under the primary school
¢ school inspectors is the truant

the Monday following 2 notification by

school at least eight half-days in

each week.
3. Failure to comply
£ An ungraded schoo.
a school census of 500 pupils.
g. Juvenile disorderly persons: :
1. Habitual truants from any school. i
9. Children in school who are.ungoverna de. i
3. Children who do not and will not attend sC :

! . s
ished by fine or imprisonment. - = '
plultllxlzy be established in any school district having
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ILLINOIS.

For many years deadlocks in school boards have been frequent
in Towa, sometimes continuing for months. They always cause
bad feeling, and sometimes seriously impair the interests of the
schools. It is exceedingly desirable that our law should be so
changed as to render this less likely to occur in our independent
city districts. Thelegislation in Illinois is along the line which
seems very desirable for Towa.

INCREASING THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL INSPECTORS ELECTED UNDER
SPECIAL ACTS.

SECTION 1. That in all cities in this state having over 10,000 and less
than 100,000 inhabitants, whose schoels are now operated under special law,
and where, by such special law, boards of school inspectors, consisting of six
members (three in each of two districts) are elected, such board shall here-
after consist of seven members: and at the time other members of such
boards are elected in April, 1895, and each three years thereafter, such
additional member shall be elected for a term of three years, by all the
voters entitled to vote at school elections of the entire school territory
embraced in said two districts; and whenever such additional member is to
be elected he shall be designated and voted for as ‘‘member of board of
scheool inspectors at large.””

SEC. 2. Whereas, an emergency exists, therefore this act shall take
effect and be in force from and after its passage.

Approved March 6, 1895.

In some districts there is a strong desire to establish and
maintain a kindergarten at public expense. The following act
gave power to have it done in Illinois. It will be noticed that
there is nothing compulsory in the act.

TO AUTHORIZE BOARDS OF EDUCATION AND DIRECTORS TO ESTABLISH
KINDERGARTEN SCHOOLS.

SEcTION 1. That in addition to other grades or departments now estab-
lished and maintained in the public schools of the state, any school district
managed by a board of education or a board of directors is hereby
empowered, when authorized by a majority of all the votes cast at an
election for that purpose, such election to be called and held in accordance
with the provisions of article IX of an act entitled ““ An act to establish
and maintain a system of free schools,” approved and in force May 21, 1889,

T
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SEC. 2.

ifyi the holder
i law certifying that
rti i d as provided by il e
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5 Approved April 17, 1895.
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to its rest;
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IN MEMORIAM.

W. J. SHOUP.

Wwilliam J. Shoup at the time of his death was the principal of the
Lincoln school in Dubuque—a position which he had occupied since 1876.
He was born in Pennsylvania in 1846, being 47 years old at the time of his
death. Of the earlier years of his life there is little to be said. He lived
with his mother on a farm near Galesburg, I1l. When the rebellion broke
out, his two older brothers entered the army, as did also his younger, while
he remained at home to care for his mother and sister. In 1864 he yielded
to his patriotic impulses and enrolled himself as a soldier in the Union
army. Onlyoncein an acquaintance extending over many years was he ever
heard to refer to this, when he remarked that he never boasted of his
army record, but that he received his first drill under the enemy’s fire, and
his awkward squad was exercised on the field of battle. Only a year in the
service, but the hardships and trials he endured developed the disease of
which he afterward died. In 1873 he graduated from Knox college and
after teaching at various places found his work for long years in Dubuque.
In estimating his work as a teacher we must place him among the ranks of
conservatives. The newer way had no especial attraction for him unless
he could be convinced that it was a better way. The usefulness of a method
might attract him, but not the mere novelty of it. He hated all pretense
and sham; he had no patience with the tinsel and display intended only to
catch the popular applause. Yet he was not narrow minded, nor was he in
any sense devoid of enthusiasm in his profession. He believed in the com-
mon schoel; in the necessity for teaching thoroughly the common branches.
It was the great study of his life how to teach well those things which the
average child most needs to know.

Had Mr. Shoup lived he would have taken high rank as an author. His
school books found a large sale, because they were the result of successful
experiences in the school room. He was the possessor of a pure, yet
vigorous lifc'arary style—both prose and poetry. The disease which
enfeebled his body did not in any degree diminish his love for authorship.

In editing the Normal Monthly for some years he brought to it all the
resources of heart and hand. He had his opinion upon educational matters.
as concerns Towa, and he expressed them without fear or favor. But as a
man, a friend, and a Christian, Mr. Shoup’s character was like fine gold; or
a pure garment whitened only as a fuller can whiten it. Not alone in the: .
presence of his pupils, but at all times and places, his habits were such as
they might well imitate. His pupils knew this, and they respected him as
much as they loved him. He was a most genial friend and companion,
manly and noble, but not frivolous nor trifling.
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G. E. REED.

George E. Reed was born at Vinton, Benton county, Iowa, October 18,
1858. Mr Reed gained his elementary education in the city schools of
Vinton, and by an attendance of one year at Tilford academy. In 1880 he
graduated at the Towa agricultural college. During his college course he
taught in the country schools of Towa. After graduation he was first
agsistant in the Northern Towa normal school at Algona, for four years.
From a position in the Spencer public schools he went in the fall of 1893 to
accept a place in the high school of Sioux Falls, S. D.

‘While absent, he was elected to the office of county superintendent for

Clay county, and entered upon its duties January 1, 1894, in the midst of
which he died, after a service of eight months. Mr. Reed entered upon this

work with great energy and gave every promise that the schools of the
county would continue to progress under his administration. He died at

Spencer, September 3, 1894, after an illness of one week.
Superintendent Reed was at all times in deep sympathy with educational

progress, and as a teacher and educator he must be ranked with the best.
For hundreds who knew him, his greatest teaching is the lesson of his life

and the inspiration of his death.

‘W. H. DIXSON.
1n thesdeath of superintendent William H. Dixson, of the Algona public
schools, the state loses a most earnest educator. Mr. Dixson was born in
His early education was

Oneida county, New York, in February, 1847.
obtained in ® country school, and during his youth and early manhood he

lived in the country, carrying on the business of farming, and teaching
His interest in school work led him in 1873 to

school a part of the time.
Leaving

enter the normal school conducted by A. S. Kissell, at Des Moines.
the rural schools for the graded schools, he began work as a teacher in Des
Moines, in 1874, and a year or two later was advanced to be principal of the
‘Webster school, an important ward school in the east city. In 1882 he was
chosen superintendent of the Webster City schools, and in 1887 was elected
superintendent of the public schools at Algona, which position he held until
forced to give up all work.

Mr. Dixson’s place in the educational world was attained entirely by his
own energy and ambition. Forced to earn his own living very early in life,
he thus laid the foundations of a self-reliant manhood. Of great executive
ability, he carried out his well-laid plans of school organization, and the
discipline and system in the Algona schools are a monument to his memory.
No question concerning the good of the schools was too trivial for him to
notice, and while firmly holding to his own ideas of school work, he won the

aid of his teaehers by his genial interest in their welfare. He died mourned
by the entire community. One of the touching incidents of his funeral was
the procession of school children marching through the church to take a

last look at their revered superintendent.
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J. K. SWEENEY.

John Kane Sweeney came to Iowa in 1857, and located at Washington,
filling the chair of Greek in the college at that place. He was born in 1829,
and graduated from Franklin college, Ohio, in 1854. He taught at Morn-
ing Sun for six years, and after that at various places in Towa, finishing his
work at East Waterloo, in which position he remained for eight years.

Mr. Sweeney was an earnest worker in all lines of educational effort.
In two of the earlier institutes, at Cedar Falls and at Towa Falls, he had
charge of the mathematics. Failing health compelled him to relinquish
teaching soon after he left the East Waterloo schools. He died at his home
near Waterloo, October 7, 1895.

Mr. Sweeney was always active in educational gatherings, and hisadvice
and counsel were very welcome. His fellow teachers had confidence in his
judgment and in the integrity of his motives. He worked faithfully and
honestly for the good of his scholars, without any ostentation or parade.
Firmly believing in public school education, the schools of Towa are to-day
better and stronger because of his labors in them. A good citizen, a firm
friend, an earnest teacher, and a consistent Christian, his name and his
‘work will be held in remembrance for a long time by all who knew him.
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THE TEXT-BOOK LAW.

The present text-book law, as far as we are informed, is
giving good satisfaction, and we have no amendments to sug-
gest. We believe that the law, as it now stands, tends to
lessen the price of books, and to prevent too frequent changes.

In view of the fact that the contracts for five years in many
counties will soon expire, we have obtained certain opinions
from the attorney-general of the state. We publish them as a
matter of information to all who may be interested in the work-

ing of this law:

STATE OF IOWA, /
OFFICE OF ATTORNEY-GENERAL, -
DEs MOINES, July 11, 1895.

Hon. Henry Sabin, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Des Moines, Iowa:

DEAR SIR—Your favor of the 2d inst. duly at hand, in which you ask my
opinion upon the following question:

“The contract of adoption of text-books under the first part of chapter
24, laws of 1890, having expired, must the board of a district, before enter-
ing into another contract as empowered to do by the new section 1, from
chapter 35, laws of 1894, advertise in full compliance with section 5, or may
the board of such a district proceed at once to make a new contract, with:
any firm desired, without the formality of a notice by publication as.
required by said section 52’

The amendment referred to in the Twenty-fifth General Assembly does.
not change chapter 24, acts of the Twenty-third General Assembly, with.
reference to the purchasing of text-books and necessary supplies. In my
opinion, the provision of section 5, chapter 24, acts of the Twenty-third
General Assembly, is mandatory, and the board of directors would have no
authority to purchase text-books or other necessary supplies without adver-
tising for bids and letting the contract to the lowest and best bidder.

The provisionof section 5 creates a continuing obligation upon the board
which makes a contract for text-books, etc., to advertise for bids as often
as a contract is made. I cannot readily see how it can be claimed other-
wise. The same reasoning that would lead to the conclusion that it was
only necessary to advertise for bids and let the contract to the lowest bidder
when this system of purchasing text-books was first adopted, would as
readily lead to the conclusion that the power of the board having been once
exercised, it would have no further authority to make another contract.

If the power to purchase text-books extended from year to year, then
the manner of making such purchase must be complied with. The language
of the statute commanding the directors toso advertise is no less imperative

9
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I am therefore of the opinion that without another election of the people:
on the question of the uniformity of school books of the county, that the
board of education may enter into another contract, such a one as is con-
templated by the act, but cannot agree with the idea that a five-year
contract is contemplated. Yours respectfully,

MILTON REMLEY,
Attorney-General. o

We include a carefully compiled synopsis of the contract
price paid for each grade of text-books, as reported by the
county superintendents, in conformity with chapter 24, of the
Twenty-third General Assembly.
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FREE TEXT-BOOKS.

It is worthy of note that no state which has once made the
text-books used in the public schools free, has returned to the
old plan of having each pupil purchase his own.

The universal testimony is to the effect that the system of
free books greatly stimulates attendance, and thus promotes
the efficiency of the school.

We do not intend to enter upon a full discussion of the sub-
ject at this time. The success attending the use of free books
in other states is the best guaranty that the plan is feasible and
practical. Having succeeded elsewhere, it can be made to suc-
ceed in Towa. If it has accomplished all that was expected of
it in states where it has had a fair trial, then it is worthy a trial
in Iowa. If it has proved a blessing to the children in other
communities, why should not the children in Towa have the
benefits of it?

The addition which it necessitates in the tax levy is almost
imperceptible. The relief which it affords to parents, who are
too often illy able to bear the expense of furnishing books, is
very grateful. It takes away from many families the only
excuse for not sending children to school, and it takes away
from the teacher any valid excuse for not organizing her
classes on the very first day of the term.

It is an economy, in point of expense, and an equally great
economy in point of saving time. Besides this, it is just.
Everything else, the heating, the desks, the crayon, the serv-
ices of the teacher, the house, and all the other appliances of
the school, except the text-books, are without money and with-
out price. There is no good reason why books should be made
an exception.

There was a time in the history of the public school when
the teacher boarded around; when each farmer furnished a
load of wood for the winter fires; when the boys took turns in
cutting it up; when rate bills were collected; but these things
have changed with the spirit of the age, and all that is now
needed to make our schools free in reality, as they are in name,
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is to furnish school books and supplies as we furnish all other
necessaries, at the public expense.

We make some extracts from reports of other states to for-
tify our position. These reports speak from actual experience.

MAINE.

Attention is called to the reduction in the cost of books to
each pupil.

The school year here reported is the second since the law requiring
towns to furnish free books, went into effect. As the result, for the first
time in the history of our schools, there is practically both uniformity of
books within all necessary requirements, and, what is qguite as essential,
prompt and full supply. And the expense of the plan has been very much
smaller than was anticipated. The average cost per pupil supplied for the
two years has been less than $1 per year. The average for the last year
was 58 cents.

MASSACHUSETTS.
The law in Massachusetts includes supplies of all kinds.

Taking all the pupils enrolled in the schools, the entire tax for books
ind supplies averaged $1.70 per pupil. The average for the eight years
since the enactment of the law is $1.62 per annum for each child.

NEW JERSEY.

The superintendent in New Jersey specifies the following
advantages of supplying text-books at public expense. He adds
1 another place that the law is operating to increase the regis-
ration of pupils, and to cause a much larger increase in the
werage attendance.

Among the advantages of supplying text-books at public
:xpense are the following:

1. Greater economy, since books purchased at wholesale can be sup-
blied at a less cost.

2. All pupils will be supplied with the same kind of books, thereby
acilitating the organization of classes and enabling more systematic grading
ind instruction.

3. The transfer of pupils from one school to another without the expense
f purchasing new books.

4. The saving of a great deal of time now lost at the beginning of a
chool term, and on the occasion of promotions, by reason of the delay of
npils in purchasing their own books.

5. The use of books under proper care and restrictions until the same
wre fully worn out, thus extending the life of a book almost twofold.

PENNSYLVANIA.

The superintendent in Pennsylvania makes the strong point
‘hat the statistics show a very marked increase in attendance,

]
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especially in the upper grades, since the adoption of free text-
books.

The beneficent results of the free text-book act are visible in many of
the larger towns and cities. So far as has been ascertained, at the present
writing, the attendance has greatly increased, especially in the upper grades.
The children will no longer be kept from studying certain branches through
a lack of the necessary books, nor will the boys be kept out of school, as
they reach the advanced grades, because the parents are unable to pur-
chase the text-books. The care of the books will inspire respect for public
property, while the danger of infection, which some feared from soiled
books, has been largely overcome by the use of paper covers, which can be
cast aside and replaced by a fresh cover when a book passes into new hands.
The system has not failed, except in schools whose teachers lack diseiplin-
ary power.

The free text-book law isa step towards the solution of the most momen-
tous problem now before the people of Pennsylvania. Our industrial life
attracts immigrants from foreign countries in countless numbers. Their
children must be assimilated by our social and civil life, or they will drift
into the criminal classes.

NEBRASKA.

The reports which come to us from teachers and school
officers in Nebraska show that the law, after a trial of three
years, is giving eminent satisfaction. There is nowhere a dis-
position to go back to the old custom.

The text-book law has been in force for three years. Our people are,
almost without exception, pleased with the operation of the law. This law
provides that the district board of each school district shall buy all books
necessary for the children while attending school; these books are loaned
to the pupils for their use. Under this law all necessary supplies, such as
pens, pencils, ink, note books, stationery, etc., are also required to be fur-
nished by the district to the pupils in attendance.

It is remarkable that since the enactment of this law, which was framed
after careful consideration, and after the collection of a large amount of
information regarding the text-book laws of other states, not a single amend-
ment has been suggested in the legislature. Our people find it less expen-
sive and more satisfactory every way than the former custom of parents
furnishing their children with books and supplies at private cost.

MINNESOTA.

In Minnesota it is worthy of notice that the first outlay for
cost of books is about $1 per pupil. After that the annual
expense is estimated at about 30 cents.

The law of 1893, providing for free text-books, has already borne excel-
lent fruit. At the present time nearly half the districts are loaning text-
books free of charge, and a third of the remaining ones are furnishing them
at cost. The latter plan, however, is not satisfactory, and the remaining
step will, in most cases, soon be taken. The influence of the more pro-
gressive districts is being felt by the conservative ones, and the prospect
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now is that the old plan of compelling each pupil to buy his own books will,
in a few years more, be practically at an end. As nearly as can be ascer-
tained, the first cost of the books averages about $1 per pupil. This outlay
carries the district through one year. After that the annual expense will
be about 30 cents. This reduction in the cost of books is but one in the list
of advantages to be gained. Organization can be completed the first day of
the session, lessons assigned, and all the classes put in good working order.
Pupils are supplied at once with everything needed, they know what to do,
they have the means to do it, and there is no excuse for delay. In districts
working under the old plan, whole weeks, and sometimes the whole term,
pass away before a large percentage of the pupils are prepared to do the
work which would render their presence of any value to themselves or the
school. During these weeks of waiting they become restless, inattentive,
and often mischievous and unmanageable. They contract indolent and
vieious habits, from which they seldom fully recover. Besides, their exam-
ple is contagious, and the usefulness of the school is materially impaired.
Parents frequently cut the Gordian knot by keeping their children out of
school altogether. This is true to an extent not even suspected, except by
those who have given the matter serious consideration. It is now a com-
mon remark among county superintendents that there has been a great
improvement in attendance wherever the free text-book system has gone
into operation.

In view of all the facts which we can gather, we believe that
a law should be enacted allowing the board at their discretion
to furnish books and supplies free of cost to the pupils in the
schools under their charge. There is little danger that they
would take such a step unless they believe the public opinion of
the district would sustain them. They should also be obliged
to submit this question to the electors of the district, whenever
a certain number, five or more perhaps, of the legal voters
petition them to do so.
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THE HIGH SCHOOL.

The right of the high school to exist is not seriously ques-
tioned in any intelligent community. It was originaily
designed to afford all classes of children the opportunity to
gain something beyond the elementary education afforded by
the district school. As long as the high school keeps within its
proper limits, and does not trespass upon those of the college
or university, public opinion will sustain it. While the high
schools may very properly, and should, form the connecting
link between the common schools and higher institutions, this
is not the main purpose for which they were established.

In educational discussions concerning high schools, there
has of late been too much prominence given to the relation of
the high school to the college, while the vastly more important
relation of the high school to the public has been, in a measure,
ignored. This arises largely from the fact that college presi-
dents and professors have directed these discussions into a
channel most in accordance with their own interests.

How much can a high school do and do well? Should it have
a course of two years, or one of four? These are questions to
be determined by the environment of the school. No ambition
to have the school upon the list of those accredited by the uni-
versity or the normal school should have any weight in extend-
ing the course beyond what the instructors are fitted to teach,
or that for which the taxpayers are able to pay. The high
school should put itself in a position to do the greatest amount
of good to the greatest number. Its influence should be felt
along the lines of preparing teachers for their work, and, in a
greater degree, in inspiring pupils with correct ideals of those
things which make life a success.

The great amount of knowledge which he picks up in his
course, the number of studies in which he has managed to pass
his examinations, are of minor concern to the high school
graduate. If he has not the ability to assume the attitude of
an independent thinker; if he has not acquired habits of appli-
cation and powers of concentration; if he is not able to
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undertake lines of investigation and study, his work in the high
school has not been under the direction of a master’s hand.

We would not lower the tone of high school education in any
degree, but we would broaden its scope. It should fit for the
college or the university, as it does now, because through this
avenue many students are able to fit themselves for greatver
usefulness. The state can afford to encourage them. But the
high school must.-be made to subserve a far larger class whose
school education must needs end there.

We quote from an Towa superintendent, believing that ‘‘his
words are words of truth and soberness:”

It is a growing belief with the writer that the deors of the high school
should be opened freely to all those who are fit to get benefit from its
courses. When it is evident that a boy or girl will get more benefit from
the pursuit of a high school course, in whole or in part, than he would from
the further pursuit of elementary school studies, he should be admitted
there if he craves admission. The high school, as well as the elementary
school, was established for the pupil who can get little as well as for the one
who can get much. We are sometimes apt to proceed with a policy that
assumes, unless a pupil can get a definite quantity in a certain grade or
department, he is entitled to nothing beyond, and must stay there until he
does get that definite quantity, although he never can get it. Now, a half
loaf will give to a common man more nourishment, in proportion, than a
full loaf to a Hercules, and we musn’t deny the half loaf to the common fellow
because he can’t assimilate a full one. If a pupil can do and won’t, if it is a
case of indisposition instead of deficiency, that is a different matter. Such
an one needs different treatment.

It has been asserted that the high school is patronized only
by those most able to provide instruction for their children.
Experience proves this to be very far from the truth. An
inspection of any high school in the state will show that many
of the brightest and most promising scholars come from families
which make almost heroic sacrifices to keep their children in
school. It is in accord with the spirit of American institutions
that while the children of the wealthy are in the high school,
the children of the poor man are there as well, sitting on the
same benches, and enjoying the same rights and privileges.
The high school is one of the great levelers of society, with this
advantage, that it levels up rather than down.

We are not giving our high schools the recognition they
deserve, if they are to accomplish all that we expect of them.

At present they are under no central control. There is noth-
ing approaching any degree of uniformity in their courses of
study.
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The superintendent of Pennsylvania says that he can tell at
a superficial glance whether a course of study was prepared by
the holder of a permanent certificate or of a normal school
diploma, or whether by a college graduate.

Every change of principal, especially in our smaller schools,
is likely to be followed by a change in the course of study.
New branches are introduced, the order of arrangement is
changed, and too often the course is extended far beyond the
needs of the school and the ability of the instructor. It is
disastrous to good scholarship, and a waste of the people’s
money, for two or three instructors to attempt to carry all the
branches necessary to a full course of four years. The scholar-
ship and worth of the high school is measured by the scholar-
ship and attainments of its teachers.

To make our high schoocls more useful they need a judicious
but vigorous pruning, a cutting out of that which is worthless
in the course of study, in order to give that which promises to
be productive a chance to grow.

As in Wisconsin and Minnesota, our high schools should in
some way be placed under state inspection. Such a substantial
recognition should be offered them by the state, provided they
comply with conditions necessary to enable them to do state
work, as would prove a stimulus for them to come up to the
required standard.

The establishment of township high schools and the exten-
sion of high school privileges to rural districts, we have
discussed in another place.

GRADES BELOW THE HIGH SCHOOL.

It is plainly the duty of the grades below the high school to
resist the attempt to thrust high school work upon them, in
order that more attention may be given to the preparation of
students for colleges in the last years of the high school course.
We have no sympathy whatever with the attempts to modify
the course so as to shorten the school life of the child. Recent
studies in the physical development of children verify the fact
that we have been requiring the severest mental work at a time
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of life when the physical forces are least able to endure such
exertion.

There could be some changes in the arrangement of branches,
and in the time allotted to each. By throwing out much that is
unprofitable and worthless in some studies, we can make room
for other useful studies. - We need more skillful and better
informed teachers in this part of the work. But we would
lengthen the eight years now given to grade work, to nine
years, rather than shorten the time. Although we may rashly
disregard time as an element in the education of our pupils,
nature will have her own way, and take her own time, in bring-
ing the child into the fullness of manhood and womanhood.

The work in our schools in the lower grades will bear com-
parison with that done in schools of the same grade in
other states. It is true that children forget very much that
they have once learned, Who of us does not? We read a book
attentively to-day, but the events of to-morrow, or of the next
day, and the next week, crowd it out. [t gradually disappears,
and at the end of the year we can recall scarcely any part of the
book. Yet the impression which it made may have been an
influence in our minds and in our life all this time. We cannot
trace the intricate threads of life so as to be able to determine
what influence this or that study has had in making us what we
are. The most serious question for us to settle is the kind of
pupils we are desirous of benefiting in these rooms below the
high school. Some one has said very truly, ‘‘the heart of
American education beats below the high school line; to
strengthen and deepen the education of the pupils in the lower
grades, the real common schools stand first among the educa-
tional needs of the times.”

One thing is certain. If there is to be any distinction at all,
it must be in favor of that large majority of pupils who never
expect to reach beyond a common school education. There is
an immense work devolving upon these grades in our cities and
towns. Here we find the children of the emigrant and the for-
eigner. Many times they cannot speak, much less comprehend,
the English language. They have the thoughts and ideas, the
traditions and the customs, inherited from their ancestors. The
education they are to receive is a revelation, a creation, the
passing away of old things in order that all things may be made-
new.
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The state should insist that the teachers of grammar rooms
and primary rooms should be thoroughly equipped for their
special work. We ought to emphasize the idea that for a
teacher to be taken from one of these lower grades and placed
in a higher one is by no means a promotion. It is often the
reverse. We are making our future citizens below the high
school. Here we want the best teachers, the greatest freedom,
and the most liberal expenditures of money. Here is carried
on the work of preparing American citizens, and we need to
magnify this work in the eyes of teachers. The school author-
ities should see to it that records and reports, always burden-
some and often useless, are reduced to a minimum, so that the
teacher may bring to her work a growing enthusiasm, an
energy which never flags, and a vitality which endures to the.
end.

We are glad to note the growing disposition in all our
schools to individualize the work of instruction. The idea that
the teacher must work for the class, and that the individual
must shirk for himself may raise the class average, as tested
by the examination, but this is at a fearful cost to some of the
children. The problem is not so much how to ungrade the
graded school as how to ungrade the instruction, so that every
child may receive his portion of meat in due season. In every
large building there should be one teacher whose entire time is
devoted to aiding and instructing those who for various reasons
need special help and encouragement. We commend this to the
thoughtful attention of superintendents and teachers in our
graded schools who may read this report. It is the voice of the
individual child, under the strict class system too prevalent
to-day, which is heard crying out in the bitterness of his soul:
“I was hungry and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty and ye
gave me no drink.”

THE COUNTRY SCHOOL.

The factors that enter into the problem of improving the
schools in the rural districts are so many that we cannot discuss
them in the brief space allotted to this subject. The most
important of them all is the supply of competent teachers.

10
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This we have discussed elsewhere in relation to the school sys-
tem at large, but if we could we would gladly emphasize two-
fold its importance in connection with the schools in the rural
districts. Here we often find the immature .girl of seventeen,
untaught and untrained in her profession, blindly groping her
way along, keeping school. If through her brightness and her
aptness to learn, she develops into a good teacher, the school
in the village or in the city elects her to a more lucrative posi-
tion, and sume other girl takes her place in the rural school, to
be in turn transplanted and followed by a raw recruit, and so
the endless procession moves on. Connect with this the fact
that often one untrained teacher follows another, term after
term, sometimes three in one year, and it is a wonder that the
country school is as good as it is.

There has been, however, a marked improvement in these
schools in many counties. There is a tendency to employ better
teachers, to retain them longer in one school, and to supply
them with the necessary appliances for instruction.

At all the large meetings of teachers the section devoted to
the welfare of rural schools has proved one of the most profita-
ble and interesting. The efforts of the teachers in the country
districts ought to be better appreciated than they are. In their
enthusiasm, and in the fullness of their labors, they compare
well with the teachers in the graded schools. As we have met
them in the institute and at associations, we have been forcibly
struck with their intelligence and their intense desire to know
the best things which pertain to the art of teaching.

The pupils in the rural schools are fairly well classified. The
introduction of the state course of study has done much for
them. We have been gratified to hear city superintendents in
different sections of the state say that pupils coming to their
schools from the country are well fitted in the branches they
have studied. Such instances are sufficiently numerous to show
that country schools can do good work, and that in many coun-
ties they are doing good work. But the character and qualifi-
cations of the teacher are if possible, of more consequence here
than in any other part of the school system.

We desire to reiterate it, again and again, that the wisest and
the most effective step to be taken, is for the general assembly
to devise some means of putting into every one of these country
schools not already so provided for, a teacher who is suited to,
and trained for her work.

. |
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A successful teacher for the rural school must be able to
adapt herself to conditions. She must know what cain, and
what cannot, be done in the country school. The things that
render rural life attractive should be magnified before the
children. There should be the greatest freedom of choice as to
subjects for general instruction. There are facts concerning
agriculture which the child of the farmer ought to know.
There are others concerning mines and minerals, which the
child of the miner should be taught. The country school can-
not be made into a city school, and it ought not to be. But
here in the country school is the teacher’s opportunity to assert
her individuality, to get close to her pupils, to impress her
charaeter upon them, and to work out problems of individual
instruction—opportunities too often denied the teazher in the
crowded schools of the city.

The discussion of this problem should not stop here by any
means. The wisest, the most capable and the most patriotic of
our citizens have commenced their education in the country.
Some of our brightest and most promising boys and girls are in
these schools to-day. Provision should be made so that with
as little hindrance as possible they may obtain the advantages
of a more extended education. The poorest child in the city
has high school privileges offered him without charge. Justice
and equality demand that the same privilege should be guaran-
teed to the boy or girl in the country. The Nebraska law is
pre-eminently wise and fair, in its provision that the children
from country schools may attend the high schools in cities and
villages at the expense of the county. This is simply affording
the children of the farmer the same advantages enjoyed by the
children of the laborer in the city.

DIRECTORS.

The interest which directors have taken in educational asso-
ciations has been a new feature of the school work of the state.
We believe it is equally true that they have become unusually
active in promoting the welfare of the schools under their
charge. The law making the tenure of office of the subdirector
three yearshas proved awise measure. The people are learning
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to be more careful in the selection of the incumbent for the
important office of subdirector, there is a growing tendency to
retain the same teacher a longer length of time, and the sub-
director himself has a better opportunity to become acquainted
with his work and with the school. We have taken special
pains to ascertain from county superintendents the practical
workings of the law, and the replies, with but here and there
an exception, have been strongly in its favor.

The office of school director should be enlarged and its
importance magnified in the eyes of the people. Only the best
persons should be elected, and for no other reason than that
their election will be for the highest interests of the schools.
The duties devolving upon them, as enumerated by the law, are
such as touch the community at vital points. Here, if any-
where, we need men and women of cool, clear judgment, who
cannot be swayed from their duty by prejudice, nor tempted by
selfish motives. They should be selected without regard to
party or creed, color or sex, and the public should be spare in
criticising them, provided they manifest an honest disposition
to do their whole duty by the schools.

In this connection it is proper to repeat what we have else-
where referred to, that in independent districts having six
directors at present, the law should be so changed as to make
the number either five or seven, so as to lessen the probability
of a tie vote.

In September of 1895 we sent to all school boards a circular
from which we make some extracts, in order that the genera.
assembly may see the trend of our instructions to those bodies.
We have endeavored not to leave the boards in doubt as to
their duty in the matter and manner of complymg with the law
concerning temperance instruction.

COURSE OF STUDY.

‘We suggest the adoption of a resolution by your board at this time in
something like the following form:

Resolved, That the course of study in the edition of the handbook for
teachers for 1895 is adopted for use in the schools of this district, and all
teachers are hereby directed to follow this course of study in the lnqtructlon
given by them in their schools, until further notice.

It is, of course, unnecessary for us at this time to speak of the value of a
carefully prepared outline of instruction. This is too apparent to everyone
who has observed the want of system and the lack of order in schools where
no course of study is in use. We feel that we can safely leave this matter
in the hands of the boards of our state, believing that you will not fail to
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cobperate with the county superintendent and with your teachers in secur-
ing from the course of study and the teachers’ handbook all the benefits
that can possibly be derived. The fact that you have a course now adopted
and in use should not prevent you from utilizing this new outline, as it will
apply in connection with any other course without conflicting.

The course of study contains a sufficient amount of instruction in the
effects of alcoholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system
t0 comply with the law requiring such subject to be taught in every school.
You are aware that it is essential that every district should have a text-
book adopted in this study for the use of the older scholars. To the
younger pupils the instruction will have to be given orally. This subject ;
should receive the same attention as other branches of study. Please refer
to the outline of the course of study on page 45 of the handbook. We have
called your attention thus directly to this subject in order that, in the
words of the law, you may not fail “‘to see to the observance of this statute
and make provision therefor.”” The statute is MANDATORY, and does not
give any school officer the least option in the matter.

There has been trouble in some counties arising from the sale
of apparatus to school boards in an unlawful manner. At one
time we were forced to issue a circular, and to give it wide dis-
tribution, in order to counteract the work of unprincipled
agents who pretended to have the official sanction of the super-
intendent of public instruction for the sale of their goods. The
following extract from our circular makes our position very
plain:

PURCHASE OF APPARATUS.

We feel to bring anew to your attention the subject of the purchase of
maps, charts, and other apparatus. Section 1729 confers upon boards the
power to use contingent fund in the treasury and not needed to keep the
schools in operation during the year, to buy suitable apparatus and other
such appliances for the use of teachers and scholars. But the same section
prohibits incurring a debt for such a purpose. In this matter the harm
does not come in following the law by purchasing suitable apparatus with
money on hand in the contingent fund, but from the violation of the law in
giving orders on the contingent fund when the money is not in the hands of
the treasurer unappropriated, that may be used for such purpose. Our
supreme court hold in 80 Iowa, 121, that the law does not contemplate any
purchase of maps, charts, or apparatus, that cannot be paid for with surplus
contingent funds. The purchase of supplies and apparatus under this sec-
tion rests entirely within the discretion of each board, and we would be the
last to attempt to control their discretion in this matter, or to discourage
the judicious investment of a reasonable amount to supply every school room
with these teaching helps. Every school room should have a good, strong
globe, a good dictionary, a few good reference books, a good map of Iowa,
and a plain map of the United States, all well protected in some way from
other injury than natural wear by necessary use. We think boards should
avail themselves of this provision of the law and secure these very desirable
teaching helps. It is the abuse of the law and the direct violation of its
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plain provisions, that is to be avoided, and it is this that is condemned by
us. Some unscrupulous agents have even claimed that their articles have
the indorsement of the superintendent of public instruction. While this
department commends the purchase of suitable apparatus by following the
terms of the law strictly, we have never given an official indorsement of
any single article of such kind. Our uniform suggestion to school boards is
that they should not fail to exercise the same prudence in this as in other
business matters. The practice of signing orders or contracts for apparatus
of any kind, presuming upon the ratification of such purchase by the board
at a subsequent meeting, is also clearly in violation of the law and should
never oceur,

The annual report of the county superintendent is due in this
office the first Tuesday in October of each year. In the major-
ity of cases he finds himself greatly hindered by the delay of
district treasurers and secretaries in sending in their reports.

If boards would heed the advice given below, and compel
from their officers a prompt and complete settlement at their
meeting in September, the entire matter of reports would be
greatly simplified, their accuracy would be promoted, and much
valuable time and labor would be saved.

SETTLEMENT WITH OFFICERS.

You are aware that it is your duty at this meeting to make settlement
with the secretary and the treasurer and if their reports are found sa isfac-
tory, and the treasurer accounts in full for all money that should be on
hand, to enter upon your records such a statement. The intention by such
act is to comply with the law and to regard the interests of the bon“smen
of these officers. It should be insisted by the board that the accounts of
the district be kept in an approved manner. The board should also at this
meeting direct the outgoing officers to send the annual reports just approved
by the board, to the county superintendent immediately, in compliance with
the law.

On another page we call attention to the condition of school
buildings and their surroundings. We have not failed to urge
upon boards of directors and all concerned, their duty in this
respect. The schoolhouse is an index of the moral and the ethi-
cal tone of the community about it. It need not be an expen-
sive building, but it ought to be attractive and comfortable in
all its surroundings.

THE SCHOOLHOUSE AND OUTBUILDINGS.

We come now to urge anew a matter that should receive marked atten-
tion in every district in the state. Every board should at all times have a
reasonable knowledge as to the actual condition of every schoolhouse and
site as regards cleanliness, provisions for ventilating the house, the s pply
of pure drinking water, and very particularly as to the matter of the neces-
sary outbuildings. The law of the last general assembly requiring boards
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to give especial attention to the matter of convenient water-closets, has
met with very general approval, and very many boards are complying with
the law in its spirit, but it requires constant and unremitting vigilance on
the part of a board to know that their outbuildings are in all cases kept in
wholesome condition for use as is required by this law. The community in
which the outbuildings of the schools are always in suitable condition, may
well be cited as a model. This is a matter of such immense importance
that we feel to ask you to give it a very serious consideration. Unless you
are quife sure that every outbuilding in your district is now in suitable
condition for use, it is certainly your duty as a board to take immediate
action to have such building put into proper condition, and to take such
precautions as to the care of all outbuildings that they may be continuously
preserved in good and wholesome condition. B 9

Various other matters were brought to the attention of boards
in this circular, such as the necessity of employing the best
teachers, of visiting the schools, and of taking a large interest
in their welfare.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS,

The success of your schools depends very largely upon the selection of a
competent teacher for each school. Before you engage anyone, you cught
to know something of the proficiency of the candidate in the branches to be
taught, of his success in other schools, and of his character, as it will influ-
ence the conduct of the children under his care. As far as the actual work
of the school is concerned, this is the most important matter you will have
to consider. We also would suggest that when you find you have a suc-
cessful teacher, you should by all means continue him at least through the
entire school year. Nothing is more calculated to demoralize the school
than a frequent change of teachers. Retaining a successful teacher at an
advance in wages, is one of the very best means to improve the quality of
the work done in all the schools of your district.

The present law requires you as members of your board frequently to
visit the schools in your district and to encourage and aid the teachers, to
see that they keep the daily register properly, that they make the required
reports, and attend to such other matters as may be required by the county
superintendent. We feel to urge this matter strongly upon your attention,
as we know that a conscientious compliance with the law would greatly
increase the efficiency of your schools, and as a-board you would be better
able to know what is demanded in order to make your schools more success-
ful in the future. By frequently visiting your school, inspecting the work
of the pupils, and conversing with the teacher about what is being done,
you may very greatly assist in the work of instruction and discipline.

We are aware that your duties are somewhat burdensome and that there
are many other matters to which we might ask your attention, but many of
these will be apparent to the board when they are met to consult together
with regard to the best interests of the schools of their district. While it
is agreed that our common schools are our pride, and we as a people confide
in them with an abiding trust, it still remains true that in many instances a
school is not all that it should be, and does not afford to the children
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gathered therein all the opportunities which our law intends for them. It
remains for you as a board to attempt to make the very best provision possi-
ble in all these matters. We desire again to assure you that your county
superintendent and the state department will gladly be of the utmost use-
fulness to you by aiding you in every possible manner.

HENRY SABIN,

Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Des Moines, September 5, 1895.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS.

The condition of school buildings throughout the state is in
a general sense very creditable. Much more attention has been
paid to ventilation, heating, lighting, and sanitary conditions,
than was formerly the case. Many of the buildings lately
erected are models of neatness and convenience. There is an
increasing disposition to ex pend the money not for the purpose
of making a show, but for the health and comfort of pupils and
teachers. The tendency to erect three-story buildings is fast
disappearing. This disposition to improve in building is spread-
ing in the country districts, and many of our rural schoolhouses
are in excellent condition.

The following table compiled from the annual reports of
county superintendents, while not wholly accurate, shows sub-
stantial improvement:

CONDITION OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS.

* WITHOUT| ¥
YEAR. r NEW. oUT- G‘I&?}IF];{ GOOD, ’ FAIR. POOR.
HOUSES. |~ i ‘
— e | PSS |
1898, .. ... No data | 2,081 13433 | 7,875 | 4,081 1,477
1804. - .. .. 347 ' 1,769 13,519 ‘ 8,096 | 3,928 1,495
1895 L7 &% 305 1,_653 13,715 8,378 | 3,847 1,490

It is encouraging to know that many counties have pushed
the work of providing suitable outbuildings for each sex, until
tney can show that the law of 1894 has been substant!ially com-
plied with. Yet there are to-day in some districts conditions
which would disgrace the civilization of the Apache Indians.
Think of sending a child brought up in a family where decency
and modesty are inculcated by precept and example, to a school

e
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for six hours a day, where there is no attempt at all at provid-
ing suitable privacy, or, what is possibly worse, where there is
only a rude shed for both sexes, defiled in every possible way,
marked with the most suggestive drawings and the most
obscene expressions; and this, too, in enlightened Iowa.

That there is a gradual improvement, no one can deny. The
act of the last general assembly has wrought some good results,
but this is no time for us to stop and congratulate ourselves on
our progress, while there is so much yet to be done. Horace
Mann wrote: ‘A want of decency enforced upon boys and
girls will become physical and moral turpitude in men and
women.” S

If the women of Iowa who are so earnestly and nobly work-
ing in the cause of temperance instruction, and of patriotism,
and who are just awakening to a greater interest in the public
schools, or the personal purity associations, would make an
investigation along the lines indicated, they would possibly find
a field of labor of which they have before had no conception.

The present law regarding outhouses should be so amended
as to make it the duty of the secretary of each board to certify
to this office regarding the manner in which the law has been
complied with, on blanks provided by the superintendent of
public instruction.
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

The duties devolved by the law upon this office increase with
every biennial period. We think they have doubled since we
became practically acquainted with them eight years ago.
And yet the office force is numerically the same. A large
amount of additional work comes through the increasing desire
of teachers to obtain state certificates or diplomas. Under
favorable conditions this work will soon extend beyond the
capabilities of the office to handle it.

The formation of teachers’ associations in each of the four
sections of the state, to which we have given very hearty and
very willing cooperation, doing everything in our power to
make each a success, has added materially to our labors.

The superintendent of public instruction under present
arrangements has but little time for personal inspection of
school work. The work of gathering and tabulating the sta-
tistics for the biennial reports is growing every year. It
requires the services of experts to prevent statistics from
becoming valueless through palpable inaccuracies and ridicu-
lous blunders. We can draw no conclusions relating to the
growth of a school system unless the statistics are correct for
each of a succession of years. Hence the responsibility thus
thrust upon this office is of very grave importance.

The time that can be spared from the office is largely taken
up with lectures at associations, and with inspection as far as
possible at county institutes. We have endeavored in every
way possible to make the office useful to teachers and school
officers. This office ought to add to its usefulness year by
year until it reaches in some form every hamlet in the state.
How to do this is a question of growing importance.

At present the office has little more than advisory powers,
except in the decision of appeal cases. We do not believe it
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would be wise to add to its arbitrary powers, but it should have
additional facilities for extending and strengthening its influ-
ence as counselor and director. It should be able to know
more, through personal inspection and through accredited
agents, of the actual condition of the schools and school system
throughout the state.

The traveling fund placed at the disposal of this office is
$250 a year. This is much less than is allowed other offices,
and is very much below the expenses which the superintendent
of public instruction must incur if he does his full duty. In
justice to the requirements of the office, and in justice to the
school interests of Towa, the amount ought to be at least $600 a
year.

We are impelled by a sense of justice to say that all our
efforts to promote the cause of education in Towa have been
warmly seconded by county superintendents and teachers
generally. Between this office and the educational forces of the
state the relations are those of mutual accord, and a desire to
work together for a common purpose.

The hearing of appeal cases is of such importance that we
include a somewhat detailed account for the last two years.

During the biennial period 1894-5 thirty-eight appeal cases
have been heard and disposed of by the superintendent of public
instruction. Nine of these relate to change of boundaries,
eleven to relocation of site, nine to dismissal of teachers, and
the other nine to various matters which concern the schools.
The cases have been disposed of as follows: Twenty-two were
affirmed, nine reversed, four remanded, one dismissed, one
withdrawn, one affirmed in part andreversed in part.

Hearing and deciding appeal cases forms no inconsiderable
part of the work of this office, at some seasons of the year, but
we do not know of any way by which this can be avoided. In
many counties the county superintendent exerts a very whole-
some influence by inducing parties to settle or compromise
before the case comes to trial. Such a course cannot be too
highly commended.

Very many of these cases are the culmination of some neigh-
borhood dispute, perhaps extending over many years of time.

Tne superintendent of public instruction has uniformly
refused to take up the case de novo, or to consider testimony
other than that contained in the transcript as sent up by the
county superintendent. County superintendents are instructed
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to give great weight to acts of a board plainly discretionary in
their nature. In all such cases the responsibility rests with the
board, and their action is to be sustained, unless it is very
clearly proved that they have abused the discretion vested im
them by the law. The same weight is always given by this
department to acts of the county superintendent, which the law
commits to his discretion. The validity of a contract, of dis-
trict organization, or of an election, cannot be determined‘B}
appeal to the county superintendent, or by this department.

We have also instructed county superintendents that the
general intent and purpose of the law in allowing these appeals,
is to furnish an inexpensive and speedy way of adjusting diffi-
culties in school matters. Consequently they should not be
decided on mere technicalities. The affidavit may be amended
at the time of trial, if necessary to establish the meaning of the
original. The case should not be dismissed because of some
error in the affidavit which does not prejudice the rights of
either party. If the affidavit is sufficient to show the ground
of complaint as urged by the aggrieved party, it should give
him a standing before the county superintendent.

It is just to the county superintendents to say that while it
has been found necessary at times to reverse them, their decis-
ions with hardly an exception, have shown an honest intention
to do what seemed to them to be right and just. It certainly
speaks well for their judgment and candor, that while 123 cases
were heard by them during the last biennial period, but thirty-
eight of these were brought up to this office on appeal.

THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCY.

The office of county superintendent has come to be considered
a permanent feature in the educational system of the state. Its
importance is better understood and appreciated each year.
Consequently we find that there is springing up in many
counties a disposition to ignore party lines, and to elect the
man or woman best fitted for the place. It is certainly encour-
aging to know that in the heat of political strife, the interests
of the schools are not forgotten.

‘What can be done to make this office still more effective? The
answer seems very plain. Require higher qualifications,
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embracing scholarship and actual experience in teaching, in
order that a person may be eligible to election, and after that
enlarge his powers, and give him additional facilities, SO that_
his work of supervision may be made to tell for the progress of
the schools under his charge. ‘

We are not at all sure that it would be wise to make this an
appointive office. ~We distrust the advisability of any plan
which would remove the public schools from the direct control
of the people. The term should, however, be lengthened to
four years, in order that the incumbent may have such a tenure
of office that he may have time to execute whatever plans h.e
may make. The tendency everywhere noticeable to commit
important trusts to hands of experts, has reached .the county
superintendency. Wisconsin, Indiana, Pennsylvania apd New
Jersey have recognized it. It is a most opportune time for
Towa to fall into the line of progress.

Following the custom of other biennial periods, phe reports
of the county superintendents have been carefully tabulated
and the totals arranged for publication. Some of these reports
are in with great promptness on the first Tuesday in October,
or very soon after, and such reports are in the main models (?f
correctness and neatness. Hvery year sees an improvement in
this direction. This is due to efforts put forth to induce the
district officers to keep their accounts accurately with each fund
and to have their reports in readiness for the September meet-
ing of the board. Where this work is well done, the county
superintendent has little trouble with his annual repor.t. On
the other hand, the neglect of some of the county supex:mtend-
ents to compile and send in their annual reports until af.ter
the first of November, is an impediment in the way of getting
our report into the governor’s hands when i"o is due'. .

If these late reports were correct in their deta:ﬂs it would
make less difference, but too often they are ev1de1f1tly com-
piled in haste, are full of inconsistencies, some very important
items are plainly estimated, so that in fact an expert has to
make some of them over before the totals can be of any use to
us. This is not true of many, it ought to be true of nonme.
When rightly viewed this forms an additional argument that
only competent persons should be eligible to the office, and that
their term should be long enough for them to become accus-
tomed to its most important duties.
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This department has repeatedly called the attention of the
general assembly to the necessity of an enactment making it
the duty of the county superintendent to examine and audit the
books and accounts of every district treasurer in his county, at
least once each year. We call attention to this matter again as
one of such importance that it should not be longer postponed.

The duty of examining candidates for the position of teacher
is one of the most important which devolves upon the county
superintendent. The instruction from this department not to
issue certificates to females under seventeen years of age, and
to males under nineteen, has been very generally observed. We
have repeatedly urged the equity of a law that no person
under eighteen years of age should teach in any public school.
The state should take the responsibility of this act, and thus
relieve the county superintendent from any pressure to issue
certificates to young and immature girls. We should fail of
our full duty if we did not urge upon the general assembly the
wisdom of such a law.

It has been the custom to call the county superintendents
together twice each year, once in section meetings in the spring,
and again at the time of the state association in the winter.
There are some counties which are without exception repre-
sented every year at the section meetings, which are held at the
most convenient points. Then there are other counties seldom
if ever represented, and there is as much difference in the
schools of these counties as there is in the superintendents.
From 75 to 80 per cent of the superintendents can usually be
depended upon to be present. And about the same number
attend the state meeting av the holidays. Considering the dis-
tance some of the county superintendents have to travel, and

the expense, this is a very creditable showing. In this respect
the law should be mandatory, and it should be equally manda-
tory in compelling the county board of supervisors to pay the
necessary expenses of the county superintendent when the super-
intendent of public instruction thinks it for the good of the
schools to call them together for consultation and advice.

For information, we print the program and places of meeting
for 1895.

To the County Superintendent:

The county superintendents of Iowa are called to meet for consultation

with the superintendent of public instruction, in accordance with section

1577 of the code, as follows:

CEDAR RAPIDS—April 3-4, at Grand Fiotel.
11
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CounNciL BLUFFS—April 10-11, at office of county superintendent.

Sioux Crry—April 17-18, at Hotel Garretson.

Des MoiNes—April 24-25, at office of superintendent of public instruc-
tion.

OTTUMWA—April 30 to May 1, at office of county superintendent.

CHARLES CiTy—May 15-16, at Hotel Hildreth.

While these meetings are mainly for the benefit of county superintend-
ents, other educational men and women will be gladly welcomed, especially
any who are ex-county superintendents.

CIRCULAR.

‘We design to follow the plan adopted last year, of having no fixed pro-
grams at these section meetings. The fullest discussion of some of the
subjects printed on the opposite page will prove both interesting and
instructive.

We need the light of reason and experience, in order that we may be
mutually helpful.

The educational outlook is very good in all sections of the state. The
reports which come from every county show an unusual activity among
both teachers and officers.

The subjects selected for discussion bear very largely upon the improve-
ment of the ungraded schools. We believe this is right. It is the work
most needed to be done. We want your help. Each county superintendent
is at liberty to attend where he finds it most convenient, but we believe it is
his duty to attend at least one meeting, unless prevented by sickness or
some unforeseen circumstance. Visiting schools, hearing an appeal case,
correspondence in the office, must not be allowed to prevent attendance. If
you find no one of these subjects which interests you, bring with you some
other, and there will be time to discuss it. If you do not feel that the meet-
ing will help you, you may be able to help others by your presence and your
words. Let us work as one man for the good of the cause of education in

Iowa. Very cordially,
HENRY SABIN,

March 5, 1895. Superintendent of Public Instruction.
SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION.

Directors’ Meetings.

Libraries.

Nature Studies.

New Studies for Rural Schools.
English Language.

Certificates.

Most Pressing Needs of Rural Schools.
The Institute.

Mental Arithmetic.

10. Is Arithmetic Well Taught?

11. Signs that Public Opinion is Improving.
12. Study of Children.

13. National Association at Denver.

14. Teachers’ Reading Circle.

ool e e e I e

o . P e
Nore.—If any superintendent desires to introduce other subjects of interest to his
county, there will be abundant opportunity given him to do so.
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TOWNSHIP v. DISTRICT.

The statistics for 1895 show that there are in the state 4,807
distriets. Of these 1,193 are district townships and 3,614 are
independent districts. Hach of these districts requires the serv-
ices of a secretary and a treasurer. During the same year we
paid for the services of these officers S137,673.

There are 9,190 subdistricts in the state. In the same ratio,
if by any means these subdistricts should change their organ-
ization so as to become independent, it would require over
$344,000 to pay the secretaries and treasurers.

The organic law of 1858 contemplated the township as the
unit. In 1872 the law was so changed as to permit the forma-
tion of independent districts from subdistricts. Hon. Alonzo
Abernethy in his report for 1872-3 says:

A large majority of the most active friends of education in Towa have
always insisted that a serious mistake was made in the incorporation of the
subdistrict feature into the district township system; that if each ecivil
township had been made a simple, single district to be governed by a board

of directors chosen at large in the district, as in independent districts, much
better results might have been looked for and better satisfaction given.

We have before us the report of the commissioners appointed
in 1856 to revise the school laws of Iowa. It is signed by
Horace Mann and Amos Dean. We quote some of the reasons
which they give why the district system should be discontinued
and why each civil township should be made a district:

The township as a district equalizes among a large community the
burdens imposed in the erection, repairs, and outfit of schoolhouses, offers
much greater facilities and inducements to establish district libraries, and
to sustain and increase them.

It tends to a more equal participation in the benefit of the common
school fund.

It annihilates, and forever, the possibility of cutting up a population
into small districts, to which the district system so frequently leads.

It gives to each family in the district the choice of schools to which to
send, after the location of schoolhouses is decided upon.

1t leads to the creation of more commodious schoolhouses, with larger
accommodations and means of instructior.
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It tends to secure the services of more accomplished teachers, the
accommodations being better, and the choice of schools furnishing the
strongest motives to keep them in the best manner.

So fully convinced are your commissioners of the wiser policy of insti-
tuting the township in the place of the district, and thus of avoiding the
small district organization, that they herewith present to your bonorable
body an act based upon the township system, in which they have stated at
large all the provisions peculiar to that system, and given such directions
as will lead to its easy adoption if desired.

Every advantage which they claimed for the township system
has been fully realized, and every evil which they laid at the
doors of the district organization has made itself felt.

We have read with care the reports made from time to time by
the incumbents of this office. Many of them have made lengthy
and strong arguments urging the adoption of the township
system, and nearly all of them are on record in its favor.

The states making the greatest progress in education to-day
are those which have discarded the district and have made a
larger territorial division the unit of organization.

At the meeting of the national council of education at Denver,
July, 1895, a report was made by a committee on state school
systems. As a matter of information we quote as follows:

Indiana.—We tried the district system several years ago, and should
consider it taking a long step backward to drop the township and take up
the district system again.

New Hampshire.—The most far-reaching change made in the last ten
years has been the substitution of the town system for the effete and
impotent system of district schools. The district school had lost much of
its usefulness, and was, in many towns, no longer susceptible of improve-
ment.

New Jersey.—Hence it is that the system (district) introduced many years
ago, whereby townships were divided into school districts to fit the then
prevailing condition is to-day antiquated, inefficient, and expensive,.

Rhode Island.—As fast as our towns have abolished the district by their
own vote, they at once begin to consider the matter of a high school. So
long as the districts exist we shall not have high schools, but if we can get
rid of the districts we shall nultimately be able to provide high school facili-
ties for the greater part, if not for all, of the children of the state.

Vermont.—It is doubtful if any law (township system) enactled in the
state of Vermont, received under such antagonistic and discouraging cir-
cumstances, ever won more or stancher supporters than our present law
during the short time it has been in operation.

The prineipal arguments in favor of making the civil town-
ship the unit may be stated briefly, as follows:

1. Effectiveness and economy of administration. The number of school
officials would be greatly reduced, and hence there would be less liability
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to loss of funds through incompetency or dishonesty. In Iowa, about 27,000
school officers are serving as members of school boards. The secretaries
and treasurers receive 8135,000, annually, as compensation for their services.
In Minnesota the township system would reduce the number of school
officers from 18,000 to 3,000. In Wisconsin, it is estimated that the sum of
$190,000 is wasted annually upon unnecessary schools. Under the district
system, there is a great waste of supplies in one school, and the want of the
same in another; buildings are allowed to become dilapidated for want of
attention; several school officials are paid, when one officer would suffice.
In these respects the township system would effect a saving of thousands of
dollars annually. It is simply applying business principles to the business
affairs of the school.

2. Effectiveness and simplicity of organization. The township board of
education, a certain proportion going out of office every year, should be
armed with the same powers and exercise the same duties as the board of

-education in the city or in the independent district. They should appoint

teachers, locate buildings, select text-books, determine courses of study,
designate what schools pupils may attend, consolidate schools when their
numbers are reduced to a certain extent, and, in fact, transact any business
which may lawfully come before them.

3. The township system affords the only means through which we may
hope to reach township high schools and township supervision. We believe
these two points are essential in any system looking to the improvement of
the ungraded schools. The township high school has become a necessity,
if we are to lift the rural school out of the rut into which it has fallen. To
promote the highest efficiency of such a school, it must be in complete and
perfect harmony with the schools of the township. This cannot be the case
‘unless they are all under the control of one board, and supported from

‘the same general funds. The establishment of these high schools would

furnish a needed incitement to the pupils in the lower grades in the country,

and would stimulate them to remain longer in school, that they might grad-

uate at the end of the course. It would dissipate the aimlessness of study
and instruction so prevalent in the country schools of to-day.

We already have the basis of the township system in most of
our counties. It is not expedient to attempt to abolish the
independent city and town districts now in existence. The only
road open to us is to repeal all legislation which looks to the
establishment of such districts for less than £00 inhabitants on
the town plat. We not only advise this, but we urge it as a
matter of economy and in the interest of good schools.

Under the law as it now stands, only one-third of the sub-
directors go out every year. We have but to put in the hands
of the township board the same powers and duties that are in
those of the boards of independent districts, and we will have a
very near approach to the township system.

It is now in the power of the district township board to estab-
lish and maintain a township high school. The law needs to be
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amended so as to permit two or more townships to unite for this
purpose. Such a provision should be plain and straightforward
in its terms, so that boards could easily understand and apply
it. We believe it would result in the establishment of such
schools in different parts of the state, and that it would aid us
in supplying teachers for the rural schools.

In connection with this subject of township organization,
there should be a provision allowing the board to close any
school having too small an attendance to be profitable, and to
convey the pupils to neighboring schools, and pay for the same
out of the contingent fund. This provision has been on trial in
Massachusetts and New Hampshire for some years, and the
evidence is conclusive that it is economical and that it aids in
promoting the progress of the scholars. Indeed, there is no
opposition to it there to-day in any quarter.

The average cost of instruction for each scholar per month
during the past year was $1.87 for the entire state. Turning to
the reports of the county superintendents and selecting at
random from a few of the secretaries’ reports, we find figures
like these: One school, with an average attendance of three,
costs $7.52 per pupil; another of four, §5.28; one of four, £7.40;
one of three, 88.33; one of seven, $4.90; one of four, $7.50; one
of seven, $4.28; one of six, $5.29; one of five, $4.66; one of
three, £5.11; one of four, $6.75, and one of one costing £28.33.

It is only a business proposition whether it would not be
better from a financial standpoint, to give boards the power to
consolidate the schools in some townships, and thus enable
them to pay higher salaries, to employ teachers more compe-
tent, and as a result to obtain more efficient schools for the
children without increasing the tax levy. The words of Horace
Mann bear directly upon this subject:

The great doctrine which it is desirable to maintain and to carry out, in
reference to this subject, is equality of school privileges for all the children

of the town, whether they belong to a poor district or a rich one, a small
district or a large one.

1895.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 167

SCHOOL ENUMERATION.

The returns by counties, showing the number of youth in
each school district between the ages of 5 and 21 years, ought
to be of the most reliable character. We regret to say that it
is not. This enumeration is often estimated, it is taken by
unreliable persons, in some districts in August, in others in
September, and yet it is made by the constitution the basis for
the distribution of quite a part of the money subject to the
support and maintenance of common schools.

As a matter of comparison we print in parallel columns the
census of youths between the ages of 5 and 21, as taken by the
assessors for the state census of 1895, and the same item as
returned to this department in the annual report from the
county superintendent. The census for the state was taken in
January, 1895, and that to be returned by county superintend-
ents in September of the same year, but this can account for
but very little of the great discrepancy in numbers:
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Boone - ;e 9,964 0,252 || Lueas. .. _ L.~ .. 4,904
Bremer_ _________. 5, 491 DBl Tiyon sl o e le 4,190
Buchanan. ._.__.._. 1 ,023 6,252 || Madison «..coe.... 5,858
Buena Vista...... 5,820 5,550 || Mahaska, . . ) 11,008
Batleriitn 201 s 6,042 5,806 |1 Msrion ... - =.. 8,229
Calboun - .cooov. 0,896 5,649 |! Marshall _________ 8,881
Carrell S .ir b 7,687 R RS o e 5,782
(40 T e 7,867 1,616 (| Mitehell 11, .. LoL8 5,181
CBAGD e nmee 6,579 | 6,224 || Monona _........ 5,383
Cerro Gordo...... 6,655 6,090 |l Monroe .. ....* . 5,402
Cherokee. -_.._... 5,187 5,495 || Montgomery ... 5,812
Chickasaw - ... ____ 5,850 5,978 || Muscatine.__ - ___. 8,312
ElaRke et 4,323 421001 O BricpeSe R U S 5,321
DN e e S 4,106 3,927 |l ‘Oseceola - otola io. 2,678
Glagton - - .. ... 9 728 9,200 || Pagel. Lol o Sl 7,663 -
CLNTON = - i i lo 1491 - 14 FiE N 2 gin s A T oo e 4,103
Crawiord -........ 7,962 7,249 || Plymouth_.-__.__.__ 7,337
DABES s 7,663 7,215 || Pocahontas _.._.... 4,554
LRI e N 5,562 D24 lirPalls TURT S AT 23,138
Decabur: coua oo 6,135 5,776 || Pottawattamie . 16,669
Delaware _........ 6 197 6,057 || Poweshiek _.___.___ 6,251
Des Moines ... ].3 191 12,351 | Binggold ... . 5,263
Dickinson___...._. 2,133 2.8 lla8ae vt T 5,534 |
Dubuque.-_...._. 20,635 | 20,254 || Scott ... ... ... 15,888 ‘
Emmetis s .. .. 2,872 2.787 | 'Shetby Tuel 1 6,294
Fayette ... __.___. 8,743 Sidad | SionR oo ol sl 7,586
Py Teeo -t s . 6,131 oo |l Story L 6,747 |
Franklin ..__.______ 5,099 & 00 Mamay . b e 7,678
Premont .......... 6 466 GUBL N BaglOr . s e 6,127 ‘
Greefe. .o il .. 6 068 S Taen. oo 6,299 w
Grungy Lo s o 5,192 4,785 || Van Buren._______ 5,175 ;
Guthrie. ... ___ 6,667 6,479 || Wapello _._....... 10,339
Hamilton_ _______. 6,808 | 6,325 || Warren __.________ 6,716 L
Haneoek = i 4,167 4,099 || Washington ...... 6,189
Flardin. . S ",Zol 7.80811 Wiayne = o2 5,712
Harrison_________ 2| 8,468 8,477 || Webster _________. 8,438
HenPy L. hiy 6,028 5,753 || Winnebago _...... 4,071 f
Howard- ..o .. 4,833 4,905 || Winneshiek ______ 7,674
Humboldt..._.____. 4,209 3,945 || Woodbury ........ 15 5, 213 17,966 |
15 T O L - 4,255 3,888 |l SVorth .. ... .. 3 970 3,730 {
Towa ... ). Dot 6,738 6,862 Il Werdohb oo ro oo 5,764 5,615 i
Jackson. .. i o2 8,649 8,105
A sl s MU 9,119 8,771 Totals — e 736,818 | 712,941
Jefferson. _......__ 5,625 5,376
|




North English. Six Rooms, Cost $8,500.

1895. ] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 169

The law should be so amended as to state definitely between
what dates the enumeration must be taken, and by whom. It
should in all cases be taken upon uniform blanks furnished
from the state office of public instruction, and it should contain
certain items such as may be deemed necessary in order to
ascertain with some degree of exactness the true condition of
education among all classes of our citizens.

The number of youths is steadily increasing as the state
grows older. The total amount of the permanent school fund
January 1, 1895, was $4,707,608.70 and it is increasing every
year. The distribution of the interest of this fund is based
upon the number of youths in each county. It can readily be
seen that fairness and justice demand that the enumeration
should be as accurate as possible.

While the following table does not bear directly upon this
subject we publish it as a matter of general interest. In taking
the census of 1895 some care was taken to ascertain the number
of children in each county between the ages of 6 and 17 who
have not been in school at all during the year. While the
number is not surprisingly large considering the entire number
of children in the state, it is still much larger than it ought to
be. If we could ascertain the number who have been in school
but a small portion of the time, or whose attendance has been
so irregular as to prevent their receiving any benefits, we
should swell the number very largely.

An inspection of the table will reveal that the counties hav-
ing large cities have as a general thing the most children who
are non-attendants at school. This suggests the inquiry
whether there should not be a law conferring upon the boards
of directors in city and town independent districts the power to
compel the attendance of children who are habitually upon the
street, at some school, either public or private, as their parents
may elect. We believe some such law ought to be enacted.

Table showing the number of children over 6 and under 17 not in any

ischool. Also showing the number who can read but not write, and the

number who can neither read nor write:
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o ) - 2 S =
S |5 |8g 2 ls | B
COUNTIES T e COUNTIES IS -
E i nE B ¢ 5 | 22| 85
2. 3k | BE 5 | 88| 58
7z &~ 8] Z /M &}
Adair o cnae 26 32 47 || Jefferson_.._____ 14 15 47
Adams. ....... 5 9 20 || Johnson:.. ______ 67 127 318
Allamakee - _ 5 93+ 2851 l1.Jones -~ - 22 55 132
Appanoose - _ .| 179 [ 642 | 139 (| Keokuk .. ____. 51 81 207
Audubon .. ... 31 108 38 || Kossuth ..._. ___ 84 31 88
Benton .. ... 66 | 445 GINl=Teel 2o S5 ienmie 383 112 435
Black Hawk __ 41 o N s S T - S e G ) 447 238 333
Boone - -w.- .- 99 61 2136 I EoNiBs L aaat ot 13 27 73
Bremer ___.___ 26 74 b2 || Bueas---_--.- 56 34 85
Buchanan.____ 36 37 DTy OnaL - Sl e 21 24 22
Buena Vista __ 40 | 200 44 || Madison ________ 13 28 31
Butler . ___..__ 56 | 205 41 || Mahaska .. ____. 93 135 437
Calihaonn ... i 26 22 T3 1l Marion ......... 340 147 239
Carroll = -1 0. - 49 68 73 || Marshall ... ___ 63 39 63
Cass. .. ...t 3l 39 S8 "Nl g 28 38 126
Cedap.. . ol o 24 33 85 || Mitehell .. oo 19 22 54
Cerro Gordo --| 53 47 59 || Monona . . ____. 51 70 70
Cherokee ... 7 10 35 || Monroe _._._..._. 52 86 185
Chickasaw . .| 34 43 | 101 || Montgomery - - - 33 173 123
Clarke . ..o 32 12 36 || Musecatine - __..__ 239 79 119
Gy e o 14 37 50O Brient: - 2 15 21 47
Clayton..____.| 100 96 | 200 || Osceola .. ....... + 18 16
Clintonl-m Lt o 328 S8 16N N Paoays L ) 38 55 7
Crawford __... 32 54 | 136 || Palo Alto._._... 13 19 31
Dallag .o co0ox 105 ST | 110}l "Plymeuth .-o-.- 96 38 85
Dayis .. 16 51 84 || Pocahontas _____ 15 25 2
Decatur.. ... . 12 2005 1085 Rellk v innn. - iy 199 144 294
Delaware .. .__ 57 47 | 119 || Pottawattamie .| 164 113 232
Des Moines ___| 333 | 111 | 255 || Poweshiek __ ___ 38 61 104
Dickinson -..7.] 43 8 15 || Ringgold .. __... 25 47 49
Dubuque .-~ | 203 | 254 | 230 || Sae . .-von_ = 37 45 66
Emmet ... |21 21 28 {1 Seotb o ol oo 287 28 50
Fayette.___ __. 99 T2 | 148 || Shelby - .. .___. 38 23 44
Blowde Tos Ly 21 2 s | S S 136 26 64
Frapklin .._._ .| 60 39 3 BR3P 44 89 47
Fremont.. ____ 79 401103 || Parma .oubcorowa 58 63 195
Greene .. _____ 17 28 Tl Raylor s cot. i 9 28 38
Grundy -..____ 47 15 G0El el niont o= "= 57 16 2
Guthrie ... __ . 33 33 69 || Van Buren..____ 37 2 91
Hamilton .. ___ 27 80 69 || Wapello .__..__. 418 191 487
Hancock .. ... 14 89 TL [ Warren . c.-.. 17 43 75
Hardin - - - 40 30 56 || Washington _. __ 49 48 65
Harrison..___. 63 49 | 118 || Wayne ____. .__. 13 84 4
Henry ... . ... 64 61 | 107 || Webster.._.._ __ 58 105 148
Howard.______ 18 29 59 || Winnebago - ____ 89 26 49°
Humboldt - - 15 58 49 || Winneshiek ___._ 158 109 119
fda - .occae- 11 17 17 || Woodbury ------ 320 85 197
TOWET .. oz 40 66 | 159 || Worth . -~ -==- 45 61 59
Jackson_.____._ 114 | 141 | 172 || Wright . - 17 33 78
JASPOr. . il 52 97 | 247
Totals ______ 7.569 | 7.407 ! 11.102




LIBRARIES.

SCHOOL LIBRARIES.
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NEVADA.
SIOUX CITY.

Fairfield Public Library.




DISTRICT LIBRARIES.

We have thought it our duty during the last biennial period
to encourage as far as possible the establishment of district
libraries. In this we have received the hearty support of
county superintendents and teachers. These efforts have not
been wasted, although we have not accomplished all we
desired.

The statistics show a total of 122,728 volumes in district
libraries in 1893, 151,904 volumes in 1894, and 151,561 volumes
in 1895. By persistent efforts we hope to nearly double the
number of volumes within the next two years.

To know the value of books, and how to use them, is itself
an education. The ability to distinguish good, healthy litera-
ture from that which is vicious and unwholesome, is a growth
which should be cultivated in the youth from earliest childhood.

The increase in the number of youthful criminals is without
doubt in a measure due to the reading of books which glorify
crime, and which hold up the person who violates law and
who eludes justice by his sharpness, as the highest type of a
successful man.

The county institute or the normal school comes far short of
its purpose if it fails to call the attention of teachers to the
features which characterize good literature, as developed in the
purest classic English. If our teachers do not know the
sources of good literature how can they point them out to
others? TIf they have no taste for good reading how can they
cultivate it in their pupils?

There is pressing need of pushing this line of work. Many
schools have not even a dictionary. Few of them are well sup-
plied with reference books. There are thousands of teachers
who have no resources beyond the text-book in their hands.
The teacher who has not access to books of reference, to histo-
ries, geographies, travels and biographies, is shorn of half his
teaching power.
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. It should be no small part of the work of the teacher to
direct the reading of the children in the school. The shelves
of the bookstores fairly groan with the Weioht' of books pre-
pa,refi expressly for children. To make a a:’suit:anle selecgion
requires time, knowledge and Judgment. It is possible that
children arereceiving an injury from the char, i ;
l?ooks which they read. The book which co
1ncreayses the power of expression, induces
a lasting impression is a good book for th
strong, manly and independent throuch
other hand, a book from which all 1155 a
extracted, which has been diluted until it

thought aind clearness of expression which characterizes the
au.th(’)r, \imh a view of bringing it down to the level of the
child’s mind, is not a good book for children. Such a book
wealens the mind, dissipates the powers of concentration, and
is forgotten as soon as the covers are closed. It may be ’even
more interesting and attractive than it was as it camé from the
author’s ha,nd:%, but it has been robbed of its power of inducing
though‘o,'and 1s no longer to be classed among books suit blb
for the district library. & e
; The selec‘mor} of a library for the public school is a matter
0 ve%'y grave importance, and should be undertaken only b
1e;l)l:peme.nced and well informed bersons. There is great dar}lrﬂez
. at cguldren are reading too much. Tt is better for the chbild
o'r(-aa, a few books well, to digest them, and to enter into the
Spirit (?f the author, rather than to read a multitude of book
and gain no clearly formed idea of any one of them. Do nsé
bl%ry the child under a load of rubbish until he is so. surf 'tod
with trash that he cares for nothing substantial. ‘el :

acter of some of the
nveys information,
thought and makes
e child. He grows
reading it. On the
nd vitality has been
has lost the vigor of

-
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DISTRICTS IN 1895 REPORTING A LIBRARY OF MORE THAN 250 VOLUMES.
B

g g g

DISTRICT. § DISTRICT. g DISTRICT. g
= G S
> > >
LA ;

AZENCY .cvonvevvrs oot 2831 BIAOLS v i viecniimnaines 635 || Newton, D.T........... 400
it - cene| GBI EErson. Jo....uosies 306 || Northwood ...... .| 800
LT e ..| 250 || Emmetsburg < LORSUIOHA - hds .| 280
‘Allerton ..| 1,000 || Farmington . 300 || Orange City 300
Alton....--:- 365 || Fort Dodge.. 535 || Osage .... 519
Amana, D. T 450 || Fort Madisor 1,000 || Osceola .. 300
Arcadid. .. .| 310 || Fremont City .. 325 || Oskaloosa.. 2,600
Atlantic .. o [ 183 GHIMOTE. ...« vooneissime ..| 252| Ottumwa..... 1,100
‘Audubon . 332 | Glenwood.....c.oovenns 268
Beaver. D. T.. 252 || Grand Junction....... 300
Bedford....... 800 |'Grant, D. T...cooo0aan b N 250
Rellevue. ... .. 2501 Grinnell: . .. eeeve cies 0 VS isanmisiantan cese| 400
Belle Plaine.. ....| 270 || Grundy Center.. ..... ¢0 || Red Oak....... ves| 1:500
Belmond...... versl 00N TR DITPRL s o555 v 500 || Richland... 300
Boone. ..~ ...| 1,900 [| Independence. ........ 250 || Rockford .... 300
Bristow.. ... g Iowa Ofty........ . | 1,320 || Rock Rapids. 550
Brooklyn - 865 || Irvington, D. T .| 833 || Rock Valley 250
Burlington 800 || Jamestown, D 350 || Sabula . 630
Calmar 345 || Jefferson . 8%0 || Sanborn 290
Carroll 600 || Keokuk.. .| 1.800 || Shelby ... 373
Cedar, D. ..| 265 || Keosauqua, ..| 260 || Sheldon.... 300
Cedar Falls. esxe| DO IRBOXVEINE v oo 700 || Nibley. . ...... 822
Cedar Rapids | 1,250 [ LaKe Ot .. conennoeonoe 300 || Sioux City..... 1,400
Centerville.... (sl BT 4101 U - ) 450 || Sioux Rapids.. 254
Central City.. R B [ 8 571 1T TSR 495 || Springdale ..... 325
Chariton...... sawil| o DAL FIOPNEAPS. o fabsa g sioien 650 || Springville.... 250
Charles City .- |- B0 N Eewls, D P .oias b 267 || State Center... 360
Clarence.. .. 6500 || Lineoin. D.T. .o. . cves 250 || Storm Lake.... o 951
Clarinda... 500 || Lynn Grove, D. T.....| 511 || Stuart........ cee| 650
Qlinton.... 7,086 || Malvern.... 700 || Tipton . 250
Corinth, D 250 || Mancheste 250 || Toledo 385
Corning... 520 (| Marathon 300 300
Correction 345 ||-Marengo. 50 652
Cresco .| 349 || Marion .. 400 300
Creston ..... ..| 475 || Marshalltown. ..| 4,500 360
Davenport.. vees]| 2000 [ Mason City.....oooe... 300 || Vinton. ........ 276
HIBCOTaN: . - cccciiiovens 500 || McGregor.......c....u 750 || Wacausta, D. T.. 350
Defiance....... Melrose, ND.7T.......... 279 || Washington ... 500
Des Moines, E Missouri Valley.......| 500 || Waterloo, E... 450
Des Moines, N... MOBTOO, .- vsisvainsinsains 320 || Waterloo, W... 400
Des Moines, W..... s Montieollo...5 vavesnas 353 || Waukon...... | 640
IODISON . ovionns s, 25 || Montezuma . «..cocevass 500 || Waverly ....... ...| 1,600
De Witt.... MOUBE AYE, . scvvssonn 500 || Webster City.. . 250
Dubuque.. Moulton ..... ..| 680 | West Branch 330
Dunlap.... Muscatine . 600 || West Liberty 300
Eagle Grov Ly ¢ New Cherolk 500 [| What Cheer. 300
IBlaon.. ........ Dares 5) || Newell..... 472 || Woodbine. 500

In October, 1895, a circular was sent to county superintend-
ents asking them to send the department all the information
possible concerning the formation of district libraries in the
various counties. The following questions were included in the
circular:

1. How many districts in your county have libraries?

How many volumes in these libraries?
How were the funds raised to provide the books?

‘What advance has been made the last two years?
‘What is the present outlook for continuing the work?

SHECED

From the answers received a condensed summary has been
prepared, giving the facts in as clear a manner as possible.

1. How many districts in your county have libraries?

.
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The answers to this inquiry indicate an increase in the num-
ber of districts purchasing libraries.

2. How many volumes in these libraries?

Replies show marked additions recently made to libraries in
a large number of districts.

3. How were the funds raised to provide the books?
Adair.—Public entertainments.
Black Hawk.—Contingent fund and entertainments.
Boone.—Subscription and entertainments.
Carroll.—School entertainments, donation, and teachers givihg books to
the library instead of prizes.
Cass.—Lectures, entertainments, subscription.
Cerro Gordo.~Subscription, donation, school entertainments,
Cherokee.—School entertainments and teachers giving books to the
library instead of merit cards to pupils.
Chickasaw.—Entertainments gotten up by teachers.
Delaware.—Contingent fund and entertainments.
Emmet.—Direct tax and school entertainments.
Franklin.—Entertainments,
F'remont.—Lectures, entertainments and subscription.
Greene.—Lectures, entertainments.
Grundy.—Donation, contingent fund, entertainments.
Guthrie.—Donation, contingent fund, entertainments.
Hancock.—Entertainments.
Howard.—Tax levy and entertainments.
Humboldt.—Tax and entertainments.
Ida.— Subscription.
Iowa.—Subseription.
Johnson.—Subscription and entertainments.
Louisa.—Entertainments, principally.
Lucas.—Entertainments.
Madison.—Entertainments.
Mahaska.—FEntertainments,
Marion.—Eatertainments.
Marshall —Tax levy and entertainments.
Mitchell. —Efforts of teachers and pupils.
Muscatine.—Book companies, contingent fund, entertainments.
O’Brien.—Donation and entertainments.
Page.—Entertainments.
Palo Alto.—Subscription, entertainments, contingent fund,
Plymouth.—Hard work, donation, entertainments.
Pocahontas.-Subscription and entertainments.
Polk.—Entertainments, contingent fund.
Pottawattamie.—Donation and entertainments.
Scott.—Donation by teachers and pupils, or purchase by board.
Wapello.—Entertainments.
Warren.—Entertainments,
Washington.—Entertainments.
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__Entertainments and contingent fund.

vvsébszzl;gol.]—rigntertainments, contingent fund.
W;’zzesbiek.——Enterbainments‘

Wright.—Entertainments. i s
4. What advance has been made the last two ‘yemb. iy

i __Not much advance has been made during the' past‘t?&o years.
Adazr.H vk.—Two years ago nc rural districts had libraries.
. _i‘ul 'the work was done within the past two years.

g;:;:i]. —All work done in the past two ?iears. s i
Cerro Gordo.—Most of the work accomplished in the past two y .
Cherokee.—Great advance has be(.an mac}e. 223 2
Chickasaw.—Everything accomplished in the past two years.

Emmet —Nothing done in the last two years.

Fayette.—Perceptible i‘ncrea,se.

Floyd.—Circulars distributed. s

Franklin.—The best teachers have been raising money.
Fremont.—Slight advance.

Greene.—Number of books purchased. . g :
Grundy.—Every district in the county has a library. A large number o

books bought.
FHamilton.—Little effort made.
..—Very little.

gzz;;:j.—Larger part of the work done in the past two years.
Humboldt.—Fifty per cent increase in the two years.

Ida.—Everything accomplished in the past th) years. y
Johnson.—Twenty-eight libraries purchased since January, 18¢4.
Louisa.—Most of the work done recently.

Lucas.—Educational meetings have done some work.. ,

Madison.—The teachers have provided themselves with reference books.
Mahaska.—Teachers’ meetings have taken it up. : .
Marion.—Public sentiment has been aroused and a fewi llbrames.started.
Marshall —Teachers’ meetings have given the subject considerable

attention. g . .
Mitchell.—A few small libraries established, but no working organiza-

tion effected. : :
Muscatine.—Very little perceptible advance. Discussed at educational

meetings. .

O’Bi'en.——All existing libraries established in the last two years.

Palo Alto.—More interest shown than every before. Educational meet-
ings talking up the matter. : :

gPIymoutb.—Quite a number of libraries established.

Pocahontas —Only reference books secured.

Polk.—But little advance.

Pottawattamie.—Marked advancement,.

Scott.—Hard times and public opinion have retarded the work.

Taylor.—No advance. : , ;

Wapello.—Parents and school officers are interested in favor of libraries.

Warren.—But little progress.

Washington.—A number of books purchased.

Webster.—Not much advancement. g

Winnebago.—Slow advance on account of hard times.

12
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Winneshiek.—Slight advance.
Wright. Three libraries established.

5. What is the present outlook for continuing the work?

Adair.—Outlook for the coming year is encouraging.

Boone.—Good field for work.

Carroll.—School patrons, teachers and pupils have combined to push the
work.

Cass.—Very good public spirit in favor of libraries.

Cerro Gordo.—Interest is growing.

Cherokee.—Teachers are interested.

Chickasaw.—Two enthusiastic boards have purchased bookcases.

Emmet.—Outlook discouraging.

Fayette —Good prospects.

Floyd.—Bright outlook for the coming year.

Franklin.—Outlook is hopeful.

Fremont.—About half the districts will begin the work during the next
year.

Greene.—County association has taken up the work.

Grundy.—Much work will be done in the near future.

Guthrie.—Educational leaders will help to place profitable and proper
literature in the schools.

Hamilton.—School directors are anxious to benefit the schools.

Hancock.—Poor.

Howacd.—Room for continued effort and better opportunity for success.

Humboldt.—Good outlook.

Ida.—Good.

Iowa.—Good.

Johnson.—Expect to have 100 libraries by another year.

Louisa.—Prospects not very bright.

Lucas.—Not very encouraging because schools need other supplies.

Madison.—Good results if we are determined and energetic.

Mahaska.—We are going to continue to agitate the subject.

Marion.—Good prospects in many localities.

Marshall.—We hope for better results.

Muscatine.—We hope further progress may be made all along the line.

O’Brien.—Patrons, teachers and pupils are very much interested.

Palo Alto.—The best teachers are working to establish libraries.

Plymouth.—Outlook good.

Polk.—Present outlook not of the brightest.

Pottawattamie.—Very promising outlook.

Scott.—Expect to accomplish something with the help of patrons of
education,

Taylor.—Poor outlook.

Wapello.—Good prospect for continuing the work.

Warren.—We intend to accomplish something definite next year.

Washington.—Patrons and pupils are very much interested. Slow but
sure progress.

Webster.—No plans for future work.

Winnebago.—Good prospects. Desire for libraries evident.

Winneshiek.—Districts are organizing for work.

Wright.—Teachers are enlisted for this work and the prospects are good.
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

We have taken pains to compile ¢condensed reports of some

of the more prominent city libraries. Although they do not
properly come within the scope of this report, yet they form a
very valuable adjunct to a system of schools. No greater boon
can fall in the way of a teacher than to have free access to a
good public library. The establishment of a free library in a
town or city adds a perceptible impulse to the cause of popular
education. Through its influence a higher tone is given to the
morals of society, purer and loftier motives are placed before
the young, and grander ideals lead up to noble and more useful
lives.
We have not attempted any reference to the state library at
Des Moines, with nearly 50,000 volumes, to the libraries at the
various state institutions, to the Davenport academy of sciences,
with 30,000 volumes, to the Iowa masonic library at Cedar
Rapids, with 12,000, the library of Iowa college, with 20,000,
Cornell, with 13,000, and others of equal merit though not so
large. All these are powerful factors in the educational inter-
ests of Towa. We would gladly give them full and complete
mention if we had time and space.

The library law as amended by the Twenty-fifth General
Assembly has already produced a marked effect in adding to
the number of cities in the state maintaining free libraries.
These libraries will increase as the law comes to be better
known and appreciated.

In a paper read by Hon. G. 'W. Wakefield before the library
section of the state teachers’ association last year, he said:

The establishment of libraries in the municipalities is strictly a part of
the educational system of the state, and the taxing power is very properly
exercised for that purpose. The benefits of our library laws should be more
generally accepted throughout the state, and this association ought to be
able, through the influence of the teachers, to secure such more general
acceptance. At your next session, in the light of another year’s experience,
it would be well to again inquire what amendments, if any, are needed to
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our library laws to secure their general acceptance and to promote the
growth and usefulness of the libraries thereby established.

Before the same section, Col. C. H. Gatch also said:

As the publie library is very largely patronized by all classes, rich and
poor alike, by the former because it is much cheaper than to buy for them-
selves, and by the latter because they have no means with which to buy for
themselves, largely more is saved by even the well-to-do class on private
account than is paid by them in the way of taxes on public account, and
thousands of the poor have access to the best reading matter who have no
other means of procuring the same. As an educational means the library
may safely be said to be only second to the public school.

Statistics demonstrate that to be of use to the people generally, the public
library must be absolutely free. The smallest charge for their use will
deter the large majority from becoming book borrowers. In the city of
Springfield, Mass., in a single year, after the library was made free, the
number of borrowers increased from 1,100 to over 7,000, and the circulation
of books from 41,000 to 154,000.

By all means let there be a free public library in every town and city of
Towa.

BURLINGTON.

On February 22, 1868, a circulating library association was established
in Burlington. Hon. James W. Grimes subscribed $5,000 for purchasing
books, and stock in small amounts was taken by a considerable number of
citizens. Three dollars a year was fixed as the price for the use of library
books. Although quite a number of books were added from time to time to
the original contribution, the library did not satisfy the demands of the
publie, the number of subscribers having been reduced on January 1, 1885,
to a little more than seventy, and the library was quite heavily in debt.
At that time the stockholders voted to turn the library over to the city of
Burlington, upon condition that it should become a free public library.
The gift was not accepted, however, for several months, as there was
indebtedness of about $1,000 as a lien upon the property. In July, 1885, P.
M. Crapo induced the city council to accept the gift by himself guarantee-
ing the payment of the indebtedness Mr. Crapo raised the money and paid
the debt, also donating the first 100 books to the new free public library.
Under the management of the city the library has been a success from the
beginning. There is now a well selected list of nearly 15,000 books upon its
shelves. The book takers number 2,300 at the present time, and an average
of from 1,000 to 1,500 students and readers frequent the reading room every
month. The trustees have received a small donation toward their building
fund, and have saved out of the tax levied for their benefit a considerable
amount, so that they have purchased a very choice building site at an
expense of $5,500, and expect during the coming year, by the extra levy of
tax which has been made, and the donations which they will probably
receive, to be able to commence the erection of a new library building,
which will cost not less than 840,000, and which will be dedicated exclus-
ively to the use of Burlington’s free public librarv

)
‘wooy ArAlRd -K1eiqi d1and 2914 sauloW s2d

,‘/‘(w



|
|
|
1
]
|

[ T ———

1895.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 181

CEDAR FALLS.

One of the sure indications of a city’s literary culture, taste and educa-
tion, is the presence of a public library. The Cedar Valley Horticultural
and Literary association was organized February 18, 1858. The society
aceumulated 2 library of about five hundred volumes. This association
terminated its existence in 1865 by donating to the library association of
Cedar Falls, which association was organized upon the dissolution of the
horticultural society, the library containing about five hundred volumes.
In a few weeks after the new organization one hundred dollars were raised
and put into new books. In 1871 these books were destroyed by fire. The
association went to work to secure a new supply of books and collected
about one thousand volumes. In 1878 the association turned over to the
city the books andall of its interest in the same thus forming the foundation of
the present library, now the property of the city, under the control of a
poard of trustees of nine members one elected each year. It is supported
by a tax of one mill on the assessable property of the city.

he library is in good condition and increasingly well patronized and
each member of the board has taken a self sacrificing interest in the life
and growth of the library. There are now about 4,300 volumes. For the
first six months of 1895 the librarian reports a circulation, of 4,069 volumes
of all classes. The kind of literature is of the best, and while a more
extreme reading of history, biography and the more useful books is desira-
ble, the reading of the community will compare favorably with that of the
most cultured New England towns. The fiction read by the patrons for the
first six months of the year is some sixty per cent. While this might seem
an excessive amount of the lighter literature a comparison with twelve of
the leading New England libraries shows their lowest average per cent as
sixty-nine against eighty-seven per cent, the highest.

CLINTON.*

In March, 1864, a meeting was held in the time keeper’s office in the
machine shop of the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad company, which
resulted in the organization of the railroad literary association of Clinton.
This association at once took steps to establish a library. On the 4th of
July following an excursion was given, the train being furnished without
expense by Mr. I. B. Howe, superintendent of the road. I'rom this effort
together with subscriptions, $200 were realized. This money was expended
in the purchase of books, forming a nucleus of a library, which after the
accessions gathered through a period of twenty years, was transferred to its
present sphere of usefulness in the school system of the city.

The railroad literary association in two years had one hundred and
forty-one volumes in its library. In February, 1866, the association trans-
ferred its membership, library and furniture to the young men’s association
of Clinton, which was organized under the general incorporation act of the
state, having for its object the establishment, maintenance and manage-
ment of  library, reading rooms and lectures. To the 141 volumes received
from the railroad literary association, accessions were made by donations
of 199 volumes, and by the purchase of 232 volumes, making a total of 573
volumes in the library at the beginning of this period of its history.

* Public school library.
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From an annual membership fee of $2, from fines, subscriptions, and from
the proceeds of lecture courses, a fund was created for the maintenance of
the library. In August, 1882, there were in the library exclusive of
reports and pamphlets, 1,394 volumes. In November of that year the
library with all its furniture was transferred to the board of education and
became the property of the public schools. Mrs. Henry Sabin was elected
librarian. The library was reorganized and catalogued and valuable
accessions made. Under efficient management the library rapidly increased
in usefulness and service to the schools.

In January, 1888, Mrs. R. S. Bingham was elected librarian and served
one year and a half, since which time Mrs. O. P. Bostwick has been the
acting librarian.

The Clinton public school library has at present 4,876 volumes in the
circulating department. Of government reports and documents there are
753 volumes, many of which are of great value. The books have been
selected largely with reference to their use in connection with the course
of instruction in geography, history, literature and science. Pupils in the
sixth, seventh and eighth grades and:in the high school have access to the
library. Classified lists of books are furnished the pupils in each grade from
which they make selections with the recommendation or approval of their
teacher. The library serves the pupils below the grammar school depart-
ment through reading courses, closely related to the subjects in the grades,
the books being furnished in sets equal in number to the membership of the
class. The reading is done in class and at home under the guidance and
help of the teacher. By these courses the pupils are taught the value of

books, their proper use, and a taste is cultivated for good reading, so that
when the child reaches the grammar school he is able to draw books from
the library on his own account and do intelligent reading.

The library is an important factor in the educational system of the city.
Its value and service to the schools is rapidly increasing. Last year over
10,000 volumes were drawn from the library by the pupils and teachers in
the schools. The library is supported by district tax together with mem-
bership fees, about one thousand dollars being expended each year in the
purchase of books and for running expenses.

COUNCIL BLUFFS.

In 1866, the first effort was made toward a free public library in Council
Bluffs. The young men’s library association organized and began the collec-
tion of books. Their work was destroyed by fire in 1867. The next attempt
to form a library was made by the high school of the city. Hon. Horace
Everett donated several hundred books, the school raised considerable sums
by entertainments, and the Council Bluffs high school library association
was an assured fact. Through the efforts of the Y. M. C. A., the high
school turned their books over to the public, the library was moved down
town, and the free library, with W. T. Robinson of the Y. M. C. A. as
librarian, was organized. This association continued with slight changes
for five years.

The Council Bluffs library association was incorporated in 1878. The
women of Council Bluffs were invited to aid the enterprise, and went ener-
getically to work. The proposition to vote an annual tax for the free public
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library, was submitted to the people and after many delays carried. The
levy has varied from one-half mill, three-quarters mill, one mill, one-half
mill, back to one mill again, which last amount is necessary to accomplish
the object of the library.

The free public library has maintained its present title and form since
1881. Its headquarters have been moved from time to time, as more room
was needed, and now the urgent demand is for a library building. Council
Biluffs was the first city in Towa to vote for a tax upon its people for the sup-
port of a free public library, and the friends of the organization are hope-
fully planning for a suitable building. The library contains about 15,000
books, and during the year ending June 30, 1895, but one book was lost.
The books are free to all over 12 years who present the required certificate.
D. C. Bloomer is president of the library association, and Miss Elizabeth
Peterson, librarian.

DES MOINES.

The plan for the establishment of a public library in Des Moines origi-
pated in 1866, with H. Y. Smith. Col. G. A. Stewart became interested in
the project, and prepared a paper for circulation, obtaining the signatures
of those willing to furnish substantial aid to the new enterprise. Col. C. H.
Gatch Qﬁed first, the next signature was Mr. Smith’s, and third was that
of Colonel Stewart. In four days the interest menifested warranted the call-
ing of a meeting for organization, and the first articles of incorporation were
adopted December 17, 1866. The officers chosen were men who took a
prominent interest in city affiairs, and they went actively to work to secure
the necessary books.

In September, 1867, the library was opened to the public, with about
2,300 books on the shelves, the reading room being supplied with thirty
newspapers and magazines. C. A. Dudley was the first librarian. Upon
Mr. Dudley’s resignation in 1868, he was made a life member in considera-
tion of his efficient services. Miss Lizzie Black was the next regularly
appointed librarian, and rendered helpful and gratifying service. During
her short term of office, the notable presentation of the Lady of Lyons was
given for the benefit of the library. Miss Belle Griffiths, now Mrs. Choate
of Chicago, was elected to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of
Miss Black, and gave to the library efficient service, under many difficul-
ties, until November, 1875, when she resigned the position.

The needs of the library were now greater than its income, and much of
the time it was having a hard struggle for existence. The women of the
city consented to take the library in charge for a period of 5 years, electing
Mrs. Sarabh M. Dickinson as their first president. Miss Nellie Griffiths,
now Mrs. McClain of Iowa City, was appointed librarian in June, 1876. The
library was transferred in September to rooms in the Art block, on Fourth
street near Court avenue. In May, 1878, application was made to the city
council for aid, and $500 annually was voted from the city fund. Mrs. Ada
North became librarian in 1878, and during her term gave the library its
first catalogue in manuscript. The number of books at this time was about
3,500 volumes. Mrs. North left a lasting and valuable impress upon the life
of the struggling association. In 1879, Mrs. W. T. Dart took up the duties
of librarian and made many earnest efforts to stimulate public interest in
the library and its needs.
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In 1882, the library was turned over to the city of Des Moines. An
appropriation of $200 per month for the support of the library was tempora-
rily made and afterward a tax of one-fourth of a miil was levied for the
purpose, affording an annual income of about $2,000.

Miss Stella Bebout, now Mrs. A. B. Morse, succeeded Mrs. Dart as
librarian in 1887. Miss Bebout brought to the work great enthusiasm and
untiring energy, and did much to popularize the libraty and attract public
attention to the work it was doing. Her first annual report showed a
yearly circulation of over 40,000 books.

In 1890, the library was transferred into rooms on the first floor of the
Young Men’s Christian association building on Fourth and Grand avenue.
In 1891, the board of trustees became an active working organization, hold-
ing monthly meetings in the interest of the library.

The present librarian, Miss Ella M. McLoney, entered upon the duties
of the position in 1891. In 1892, the first printed catalogue of the library
was issued. In the same year, the city council by urgent request raised th
levy for the library to one mill. i

In 1895, the library was moved to the first floor of the block on the corner
of Eighth and Locust streets, and is now comfortably established in its new
and commodious quarters. Miss McLoney has proved an efficient librarian,
understanding well the duties of her office.

* DUBUQUE.

The young men’s literary association of Dubuque was incorporated March,
1859, by fifteen young men. The cbject was to establish and maintain a
library and reading room, and to procure literary and scientific lectures. The
records of the library are blank during the civil war, but in 1865 a great
increase in interest was manifested. The library was moved to new quar-
ters, and Martha A. Chaddock was elected librarian, which position she
held for ten years. Many a young reader, by kindly counsel and pleasant
suggestion, has she led from a mental diet of chaff and trash, dime novels
and sensational literature, to the broader, higher, and when reached, the
no less inviting, fields of history, literature and science. December 16,
1865, the name was changed from literary to library association, and in Jan-
uary, 1866, a committee was instructed to purchase $1,000 worth of books.
Year followed year and the library grew and prospered, for its officers were
unusually faithful, doing much, and receiving nothing in money. The true
value of the services rendered by O. P. Shiras, who served as president
eleven years, and the efficient directors who aided him, in particular Dr. S.
H. Guilbert, whose labors as chairman of the book committee were indefat-
igable for many years, will undoubtedly never be fully recognized, but
they have nevertheless left a lasting impression upon the intellectual life
of Dubuque. Rev. H. Ficke succeeded Miss Chaddock as librarian. After
twelve years of efficient management and earnest work Mr. Ficke resigned.
Mrs. Clara E. Dwight served over three years and was followed by Miss C.
Wilder, present librarian.

From time to time the subject of transferring the library to the city has
been under consideration, but the plan has never met with favor, for though
its endowment is small, and its maintenance a constant source of anxiety to

*Membership library.

i



Des Moines Free Public Library. Reading Room.

1895.] SUPERI.\'TENDI-ZNT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 185
its officers, they have never failed to rally to its support when a necessity
There have been many in recent years whose names deserve honor-
able mention, and they will long be held in high esteem by their fellow
citizens for their labors. Within the last five years a book fund of $1,200
has been obtained, mainly through the efforts of Hon. Jacob Rich, as presi-
dent of the association. Two bequests of $1,000 each have also been received
from the estates of N. C. Ryder and Dr. J. H. Lull, both members of the
round table, and warm friends and efficient officers of the association from

arose.

the beginning of its history.
* FAIRFIELD.

The Jefferson county library association was founded in the spring of
1853. In common efforts to promote its welfare the citizens of Fairfield
have seemed to avoid those many local disturbances that often creep in to
plague the community life of many another city and town. The library has
pever drawn one dollar from the hand of involuntary taxation. Itsspacious
grounds, its commodious building, its books, pictures and museum, have all
come in obedience to laws, not statutory, but those that are written on the
warm, life-giving tides of human hearts. This fact alone stamps it as one
of the best of human endeavors, and gives to its present proportions a sym-
metry that is grand. It now has about 16,000 volumes of well selected
books, a museum without a rival in the state, and is in possession of a rare
exhibit of the European lace industries

In 1853 one of its earliest certificates of stock was issued to the late Sen-
ator James F. Wilson, who had been but a few days in his newly adopted
town and state. Thus was enrolled among its stockholders and members
one who never ceased to think and act for its welfare and upbuilding, down
to his latest conscious moments on earth. Through his personal donation
or solicitation, at home and abroad, has come most of its books and much of
its museum material. It was he who interested and finally influenced
Andrew Carnegie to donate $40,000 for the erection of its present and per-
manent home, the quarter of a block on which it stands, being the gift of Mr.
and Mrs. Wilson No man in Towa had a higher appreciation of the value
of books in exerting a healthy influence upon society than Mr. Wilson. The
results of his labors form a grand illustration of what one man can do who
has at heart the good of the community in which his lot in life is cast. The
library at Fairfield, with all its surroundings, its museum, its well appointed
rooms for lectures and for social purposes, is his most enduring monument.

This library is the rallying point for much of the social life of the city
and county that is linked with education, literature and art. The building
has a lecture room seated with opera chairs, accommodating 300 people.
Lectures, concerts, exhibitions of literary societies, and reading clubs, are
frequently held within its walls.

From these latter sources and private subscription is drawn its annual
expenses, which now aggregate $1,500. Its affairs are conducted by a board
of twelve directors, elected annually. Mr. Ward Lamson, Sr., is now presi-
dent, and Rollin J. Wilson, secretary. The present librarian, A, T. Wells,
has been librarian for thirty-two years.

* Membership library.
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FORT DODGE.

The Fort Dodge library association was organized May 1, 1874. Its
financial nucleus was a subscription of $216. A room suitable for library
purposes was placed at the disposal of the association free of rent, and the
services of the librarian were volunteered, so that all the expense incurred
for starting the library was for a few small incidentals. The second year
the euntire income was expended for Appleton’s cyclopedia. In November,
1883, the first catalog was issued, showing 2,110 volumes. In the year
1886, owing to increased expenses and no increase of income, the number of
new books purchased was much smaller, and the number of readers began
to fall off. .

The affairs of the library were very discouraging for the next three years,
though the ladies of Fort Dodge raised $542 by an entertainment and put
the library in good financial standing in 1887. In the summer of 1889 a
donation of 150 volumes was made to the library by Hon. Theodore Hawley,
of Fort Dodge. The common council of the city on the first day of Novem-
ber, 1889, made an appropriation of $772, being the equivalent of a one-mill
tax on the assessed valuation of the city, to maintain the library for one year,
to be continued at the pleasure of the city, the association agreeing to
expend $500 of the amount voted, for new books, to be the property of the
city, if at the end of the year the city should decide not to aid in maintain-
ing a free library any longer.

January 1, 1890, the library was opened as a free public library. The
experiment proved so satisfactory, that at the end of the first year the city
council and the association established the library as a permanent institu-
tion of the city. The library has from its foundation been conducted on the
theory that in small towns it is better to expend the money available in the
purchase of books that can be read at their homes by its patrons, than to
expend it principally for the maintenance of a reading room, which as a
rule, cannot conveniently be used by the more industrious classes of the
community.

INDEPENDENCE.

The free public library of Independence was organized under section
461 of the statutes of Iowa, in September, 1873. The library contains 4,000
volumes, and an average of 900 a month are loaned, exclusive of those used
in the reading room for reference. Eight monthly periodicals, with twelve
weekly and three daily publications, are on file in the reading room. Eight
hundred volumes were destroyed by fire May 25, 1874. The regular income
for library purposes is a tax levied upon the assessed valuation of the city,
and is about $950 a year. In January, 1894, J. B. Jones donated by will
$500, and in July, 1894, Dr. George Warne bequeathed $500 to the library.
By the will of Perry Munson $15,000 were placed in the hands of Col. Jed
Lake, W. Francis, and M. Timms as trustees for the purpose of erecting a
building for the library and an industrial school. The building has been
completed on a lot donated by Col. Jed Lake, and the library occupies the
second story free of rent. The building is 42x92 feet.

The library is open afternoon and evening and is liberally patronized by
the pupils of the public schools. For several years after the organizaticn
of the library the large majority of books read were of the class of light
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literature, but during the last few years standard and more useful books
are the most popular. The secretary reports that the endeavor now isto leave
out the trash as fast as possible and to supply the library with such books
as will be useful and of especial benefit to the rising generation.

KEOKUK.

The Keokuk library association was organized and incorporated Decem-
ber 10, 1863, as a stock association. Stock sold at $10 per share, life mem-
bership, $50; subscription, $3 per year. It was first opened for the delivery
of books June 1, 1864, with four life members and one hundred and eighty-
one stockholders, and with about 2,500 books for distribution. During the
first year 1,000 books were added and this number was increased by 1,500
more during the second year by purchase and donation. For a number of
years the association conducted a lecture course deriving most of their
income from that source, and from entertainments given by the ladies of
the city.

A printed catalog was issued in 1866, which has since been supple-
mented with written ones. A card catalog was made in 1887. In 1879,
J. L. Rice in dying left a hequest of $10,000 for the library association,
which became the nucleus of an amount raised for the erection of an excel-
lent building costing about $25,000. The library room ison the second floor
with lecture room attached, the first floor being rented and constituting the
main income of the library.

In 1883 the ladies gave an art loan exhibition netting about $1,100 and
shares of stock were sold entitling the holders of them to the use of the library
for ten years.

The library was opened for the public in their own building February
24, 1883. In April, 1894, the people by their votes testified their willing-
ness to support a library and the association leased the library building and
books to the city for the term of eight years, and it was opened to the pub -
lic as a free public library.July 15, 1894. The city pays $1,700 a year for the
lease of the library. The rent of the lower floor amounts to $300 a year, and
the fines on books amount to $120 a year. Thus the total income for library
purposes is about $2,620 a year.

* LYONS.

The Lyons young men’s association was established about 1863, the
original purpose being to maintain a public library. The association was
duly incorporated in February, 1879. The public library contains over 6,000
bound volumes, about 2,000 unbound magazines and pamphlets, also a large
number of maps, engravings, pictures and curiosities. The terms of sub-
scription are $1.50 and $3 per annum, and entitle a member to two and six
books per week, respectively. There are only about ninety members
enrolled, a very low membership considering the size of the city, but this is
the usual number of members for preceding years. The library is very
prosperous, hewever, and besides meeting all current expenses, the funds
permit the purchase of from %150 to $200 worth of books each year. The
library has no endowment nor any income other than that received from
subscriptions and the proceeds of entertainments given by the association.
Its progress has been very fair, and it is now in first class condition in every-

* Membership library.
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way. The library is recognized as a most excellent one by all, but it is not
as well patronized as it should be.

MASON CITY.

In November,1888,the ladies of Mason City organized a library and reading
room. The entire collection of books comprised some standard histories and
biographies, and a few miscellaneous volumes that had once formed part of
a small membership library.” From this beginning has grown slowly and
steadily a good working city library, containing several of the best cyclope-
dias, histories ,biographies and scientific works, together with a large num.
ber of volumes of poetry and fiction. A vigorous appeal to the city council in
1893 resulted in the levying of a tax of one mill for the benefit of the library.
In connection with the library is a reading room, which is kept open every
day and evening in the week. Many of the best magazines and newspapers,
secular and religious, are on file. The reading room is very largely patron-
ized by men, women and children, as all find their wants supplied to a
certain extent. Miss Mary Hurlburt is the efficient librarian, thoroughly
understanding her business. An item of interest noted by her is that the
tone of the reading matter demanded is consgtantly being elevated. The
number of books loaned in a year is increasing, and the intellectual growth
of the city is encouraging. The several study clubs of the city, as well as
the high school, make the city library of great use for reference purposes.
The mayor has appointed nine ladies, who had always been interested in
the library, as trustees, according to a recent act of the legislature. He
declares them to be the most economical and conscientious board he has
ever known.

NEVADA.

As early as 1875 a number of Nevada’s thoughtful and earnest women
began a movement for the establishment of a public library for the town.
The outcome was favorable and the library became a certainty in the spring
of 1876. The proceeds of a one-mill tax was allowed to accumulate until
1879, when some 300 to 400 well selected volumes were purchased, W. W.
Hunt was appointed librarian and the library formally opened to the public.
1ts book purchasing resources were early curtailed by a reduction of the
tax levy, and for nearly a decade and a half the institution was conducted
simply as a circulating library with opportunity for taking out books but
two evenings each week. Yet, notwithstanding these limitations, it has
_year by year steadily grown and exerted a marked and wholesome influence
in the community. In July, 1893, a library and reading room association
was formed for the purpose of enlarging the scope and work of the library.
Its membership reached 250 or more. Its executive committee, co-operating
with an appreciative and willing city council and library committee, rear-
ranged the library room and established therein a well furnished reading
room. The 50-cent fee previously exacted for using the library, was abol-
ished, a superintendent was appointed, and the building was kept open for
the use of visitors every week-day afternoon and evening. This arrange-
ment still continues with slight modifications. The library has an income
of about $500 a year. Mrs. Lillian Monk is the present librarian.

Osage Free

Public Library.
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SIOUX CITY.

The Sioux City public library originated in the young men’s literary
association of Sioux City, organized in 1869. In 1871 the association had 414
books. Robert Buchanan was the first librarian, and with others who
acted as volunteers, kept the library open until it passed into the possession
of Sioux City. In 1877 the city bought the library, consisting of 600
books. The library had a healthy growth and was moved several times to
accommodate its needs. In 1885 the city purchased a plat of ground as a
site for a library building, and in 1851 commenced its erection. The strue-
ture was completed early in the summer of 1892, and was finished and fitted
for occupancy in August. It is a massive five story and basement building
of fine, pinkish white sandstone, and excepting the state library at Des
Moines, it furnishes the finest home for a circulating and reference library
to be found in the state.

On the present assessment the annual income for library purposes is
about $16,000, of which one-half goes for the purchase of books and periodi-
cals. The selections are made very largely from lists recommended by
patrons, thus answering the actual present demands of the readers. The
library is classified on the decimal system, combined with the Cutter system
of book numbering.

The use of the reading rooms since the opening of the new library has
been most gratifying. The steadily growing patronage has made this cne of
the most important departments of the library. There is capacity to seat
from seventy-five to one hundred. The rooms are kept open each week day
from 10 A. M. to 10 P. M., and on Sundays from noon to 7 P. M. At present
the current reading matter comprises twenty-two magazines and twelve
newspapers, of which four are in foreign languages. The leading dailies
and weeklies of the United States, as well as of Iowa, are kept for all classes,
regardless of religious or political belief.

The efforts of the past year have been given entirely to the practical
work of organizing the various departments of the library, and of classify-
ing and cataloging its resources. With future growth definite steps will be
taken toward bringing about closer union with the public schools, the num-
erous literary and art clubs of the city, and with the shops and factories.
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TAMA INDIANS.

While it does not come strictly within the limits of this
report, we think it is our duty to call the attention of the gen-
eral assembly to the condition of the Indian youth living on
their reservation in Tama county. These children are growing
up not only without any education whatever in books, but also
without any of the influences calculated to lift them out of their
native degradation.

There is a duty here which ought not to be longer neglected.
The promptings of philanthropy alone should move us to pro-
vide some way by which these Indian youth may be taught at
least the rudiments of an English education, and trained in the
habits of industry and thrift.

Some time ago we wrote to the Indian agent at Toledo in
regard to the educational wants of the Tama Indians, and we
append the reply to our letter:

ToLeEDO, Iowa, October 17, 1895.

DEAR SIR—Your letter to the undersigned in which you kindly offer to
make reference to the educational wants of the Tama Indians in your forth-
coming biennial report, is received. Thanking you for the same, we beg
leave to make the following brief statement of facts:

The Sac and Fox Indians of Towa, locally known as the Musquakies, are
a remnant of the once powerful Sac and Fox tribe of the Mississippi. In
1855 they settled along the Iowa river in Tama county. In 1856 the legisla-
ture of lowa enacted a law permitting these Indians to remain within the
state as long as they continued peaceable. Here for forty years they have lived
in the very midst of our Christian civilization, with scarcely any apparent
improvement. The present enrollment is 403, and their numbers are slowly
increasing. The number of school age is 117. They live in wick-i-ups, have
no marriage rites, and observe their dog-feasts and medicine dance as their
fathers did. Recently the ghost dance has been introduced among them.
They nearly all wear the blanket. They resist all progress, and declare:
As for us, we are Indians and will always be Indians. A small Christian
mission and a government day school have been maintained for a few years,
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but with very little benefit to them. No concerted humane or Christian
effort has yet been made in their behalf. ]

Realizing the deplorable condition of these Indians, the citizens of
Toledo and Tama, irrespective of party or creed, in June, 1895, organized
the Indian Rights Association of Towa, with the following officers and execu-
tive committee: S. N. Fellows, president; E. G. Penrose, first vice-presi-
dent; E. C. Ebersole, second vice-president; J. R. Caldwell, secretary; A.
E. Jackson, treasurer; H. M. Rebok, U S. Indian agent.

The purpose of this association is to secure the lawful rights of these
Indians and to promote their civilization. To this end, a movement has
been set on foot to secure the establishment near this tribe of a government
reservation school. This is chiefly an industrial school. It would require
the appropriation, by the general government, of about $75,000 with which
o purchase a farm of 160 or 200 acres of land, to equip the farm with houses,
barns, stock, and machinery, by the use of which the boys may learn gen-
¢ral farm and mechanical work, and the girls learn laundry work, cooking,
sewing, cutting and fitting garments, and all forms of domestic industry.
Also, they would be taught to speak, read, and write the English language,
the elements of arithmetic, bookkeeping, geography, history, and such
other branches as would be most helpful to them in their condition. In all
such schools, arrangements are made for moral and religious instruction of
a strictly undenominational character. The aim is to consider the Indian
as he is, his needs and possibilities, and to develop him as an Indian in all
the habits and life of Christian civilization. This work is at once humane,
patriotic and Christian.

The legal status of these Indians differs from that of any other tribe in
the United States. Theirs is not a reservation. They own the land on
which they live, having bought it with their own money. This land, con-
sisting of nearly 2,000 acres, is held in trust for them by the governor of
Towa and the U. S. Indian agent. It is their land and they pay taxes the
same as whites, of over $600 annually, into the Tama county treasury. None
of this money returns to them for education, but goes to benefit the whites.
As a consequence of their owning this land, the U. S. Indian agent is limited
in his authority over them, and the federal government is restrained from
police regulation over them. It is believed therefore that in order to reach
the desired results, the general assembly of fowa should remove all legal
restrictions so that the federal government may have the same control of
these Indians as of those on reservations. Possibly & law granting jurisdie-
tion concurrent with the federal government would be sufficient.

In conclusion we may say that such schools as the one for which we
ask are being established for smaller tribes in other states. Why not make
equal provision for the Indians in Towa? We believe the sentiment of the
people of the state will be unanimous that the general assembly of Iowa
should enact such a law as will remove all restrictions and that the next
eongress shall give the Indians of Towa the same advantages that have been
given to the Indians of other states.

Thanking you for the interest you have shown us in this movement, we
remain, Yours respectfully,

H. M. REBOK,

S. N. FELLOWS, U. S. Indian Agent.

President Indian Rights Association of Iowa.
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uote the following from a letter received from W. N.
an superintendent of Indian schools:
1atty

o the following suggestion: Let Towa, for the px:esnnt., con-
ited States concurrent, or better still', absolut,e. ]'umsdlntmn
s Indians, pledging herself to receive them into Eull_ cxtlzen&';hlp as
g g rapidly as the processes of civilization render this practicable.
x| ?s&:hought best, as probably will be the case, to confer. concurrent
g tion, the relation should be clearly defined, so as to avoid all c}ash-

' ito and all shirking of responsibility on the part of either

would mak
upon the Un

va might hold in trust the lands of the Indians, collect taxes:, build
' a'uni;sh for crimes and misdemeanors, the Unit:ed States ca,rrymg ont
st,ipula.tions, educating the Indian y.out.h, havmg lfull pnlice Jun1sd.1c-
and assisting the state authorities in the a.dm.lmstnatlon of justice
’in the execution of state laws which do not conflict with the preroga-

United States. ' ‘ '
U:;eih:uch an arrangement the United States could build an industrial

. the Indian land, compel the attendance of the Indian youth,
g l:;lnods for breaking up the pernicious tribal customs, secure sub-
: _mj,;uin to the marriage laws of the state, create opport.unities. fnr the éu'll
gmgncipation of Indian youth from the tl_lraldom of savage tradltmi, ag 111;
ue time retire and leave Towa to deal with the new citizens as she dea
th all others.
Tt is only necessary to add that we fu}ly agree with the con-
~ clusions reached in these letters. It is understood that the
: i}nited States is ready to purchase the necessary land, t(.) erect
buildings at a cost of $75,000, instruct the Indian youth in use-
' ful arts and callings, and to afford them the advantages that
are provided for other tribes under the care of the general
B ¢ nment.
: go?[,: Ii‘s not expected that those Indians can be rfaclaimed Wno
have reached maturity. They are too strongly mtx:enched in
nature and habit. Butmuch can be done for the children and
youth. It is not an experiment by any means. _The plans pro-
posed in this case have been successfully tried with other tribes.
There is no reason to think that they would fail here.
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ARCHITECTURE.

‘We have taken much pains to gather for this report a large
number of cuts representing school buildings lately erected in
different counties of the state. Persons who may be attracted
by any particular house can undoubtedly obtain furt.her informa-
tion by addressing the secretary of the board at that place.

‘We have also been able to publish a few interiors, and in
some cases the floor plans. We think no feature of this report
will prove of greater interest and usefulness than this.

Our predecessor in this office called attention to the advisa-
bility of authorizing this department to publish in pamphlet
form plans and specifications of desirable buildings, especially
those for district schools and for our smaller places. We fre-
quently receive calls for such plans and specifications, which
we are at present unable to furnish. We renew his recom-
mendations in this report.

It is highly desirable when a new building is to be erected,
that it should as far as possible conform to modern discoveries
with reference to amount of floor space in each room, to the
lighting, heating and ventilation, so as to promote the health
and comfort of both the teachers and scholars.

There is sometimes a disposition to sacrifice the more essen-
tial points of the building to a showy exterior. This should
not be done in any case. While the building should be well
proportioned and tasty, suited to its surroundings, the main
point, its adaptability to the purposes for which it is designed,
should be prominent in its erection.

It is frequently the case that the employment of an architect
who has made the construction of school buildings a special
study, will secure for the district the best approved facilities,
thus adding materially to the usefulness and availability of the
house, and this very often at a real saving of cost over anm
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attempt to build without first procuring the most desirable plans
and specifications.

While it is very gratifying to note that there is a growing
interest on the part of the community in the kind and character
of the buildings in which their children attend school, there is
still much to be done before all the people will fully realize the
importance of this matter. Even our teachers are not well
posted in the details of what constitutes a building suitable for
school purposes.

On this account we urge the recommendation already referred
to, that this department be authorized to take such steps as will
place the needed information where it can be obtained by those
most interested.

The health of the children of the state is of very grave impor-
tance. It is possible that in some cases their health is injured
through overcrowding by injudicious teachers, or by too ambi-
tious parents. It is more often injured undoubtedly by their
being forced to study in school rooms crowded, ill-ventilated,
badly lighted, and badly heated, and in seats which cramp and
deform the body and force the pupil to assume unnatural and
tiresome attitudes. Few children are injured by overstudy, if
they are surrounded by right sanitary conditions at school, and
are subjected to such rules and regulations, both at school and
at home, as tend to promote development of all the organs of
the body as nature dictates.

In a few instances buildings have been planned so as to place
the high school room on the lower floor, with a view to using it
as an assembly hall for lectures and school entertainments. In
small cities such an arrangement has been found to be very
practical. In the same building as adjuncts to the high school,
may be placed the village library, the gymnasium, and the
museum. This plan makes the school an additional factor in
the community, and it becomes the rallying point for every
good cause.

'NOLONITINH ‘ONIMVIA NI SSVID
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TEACHERS READING CIRCLE.

The state reading circle board is composed of six members
selected from the county superintendents’ section of the state
teachers’ association, with the superintendent of public instruc-
tion as president ex officio.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

RYVES 0 (6] 810 BTV S 11 o) S S SR S e e Des Moines
Term expires January 1, 1896.

Fannis BURNtIedge; CouSuptiy .« oo tatenvicncbodonmmivanb dusodns Bedford
Term expires January 1, 1896.

A. B GoBa U0, SUDEjacc o i E i st n mn i s mas s i Keosauqua
Term expires January 1, 1897.

ThemageWwalnole, Co. Supts, . .cabenl g o S ateeive ol Now e e bie Do Alta
Term expires January 1, 1897.

R CoBarrettipCo, Supt - cuc sssmsssimnnm mabamsssssedonss s ssas st Osage
Term expires January 1, 1898.

o B ] BRTE o (B 10 ) e R A SRS 515 s S SO S SRt 1 s SO St Tipton
Term expires January 1, 1898.

‘W. A. McCorbp, HENRY SABIN,
Secretary and Manager. President.

The following books have constituted the course for each
year:

1895-6.
King’s School Interests and Duties. . ... o coceoo oo oooooooo $1.00
Adler’s Moral Instruction of Children_ .. . ________ 1.10
Guerber’s Myths of Greece and Rome. . . . oo ... 1.35
1894-5.
‘White’s School Management. - oo mcccacaaaan $1.00
Skinner’s Studies in Folk-Lore.. . oo cccmcmmmeaceaee 1.00
Or, Hale’s Lights of Two Conturies. ... cougucioiisniiniommomtcamas 1.25
1893-4.

‘White’s Elements of Pedagogy---cccocaccccraniocccmrasmcosossannas $ .90
Shepherd’s Historical Readings ... oo oo oo .90
1892-3.

IHowetbls BEyeholOgy i te it sttt st n s Dl S e sea P b o b $ .75

The Schoolmaster in Literature_ .. __ . .. o mmimeaan 1.25
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The following extracts are taken from the circular sent ou
by the secretary:

The course for this circle is the only one uniformly recognized by the
teachers of Towa, by which a definite plan of work is outlined. Starting
with a comparatively small enrollment in 1889, the older teachers point
with pride to the fact that very nearly 30,000 teachers have profited from
this reading.

The limited expense makes it possible for each teacher in Towa thor-
oughly to inform himself as to the motives and methods of good schoo
teaching. All of the pedagogical books on the course had their origin in
an intense desire on the part of the respective authors to contribute some-
thing towards elevating an important profession. The books in the line of
general literature are replete with biographical sketches of the master minds
of the past and present centuries, the history of ancient and medieval times,
the folk-lore of the Norsemen, Syrians, Egyptians, and Persians, together
with entertaining accounts of Grecian and Roman mythology, which have
had so great an influence upon the literature and art of the present time.

In testimony of his work, a handsomely lithographed diploma has been
issued to each teacher who has completed the four years’ course. Experi-
ence has shown that very few teachers not identified with some movement
of this character will ever read books of a professional nature. It is to be
hoped that the time is not far distant when those teachers who do not pre-
pare themselves from a professional standpoint, will find it extremely
diffizult to secure desirable places. It is believed that Iowa has reached
that stage when it will soon demand of all its teachers superior scholar-
ship, technical and professional, and that the compensation of such a class
of teachers will be forthcoming when this time shall arrive.

PUPILS’ READING CIRCLE.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

W A DORAN PTOSIHEHT o . o oioioie e em oo s Monticello
I DTASHINMANSERECTEUTEE .o oo o S o o it o e K. Waterloo
N B M N e i teae Davenport
I L Bt 0 e R e & L B S Cedar Rapids
GEORGE L MR, SECtetary - o ccorsh i o i maiiis s tana L Boone

COURSE OF READING—1895-1896.

Second Year or Second Reader Grade, /Esop’s Fables. Bds. Price, 35
cents.

Third Year or Third Reader Grade, Anderson’s Fairy Tales, First
Series. Bds Price, 40 cents.

Fourth Year or First Half of Fourth Reader Grade, Frye’s Brooks and
Brook Basins. Price, 58 cents.

Fifth Year or Second Half of Fourth Reader Grade, Jane Andrews’ Ten
Boys. Price, 50 cents. Jane Andrews’ Seven Little Sisters. Price, 50
cents.
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Sixth Year or First Half of Fifth Reader Grade, Ruskin’s King of the
Golden River. Bds. Price, 20 cents. Montgomery’s Beginner’s American

e Price, 60 cents.
Hm;::z;nh Yea:r or Second Half of Fifth Reader Grade, Martineau’s
Peasant and the Prince. Bds. Price, 35 cents. Franklin’s Life, written
by himself. Bds. Price, 40 cents.

Eighth Year or Advanced Grade, Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare. Bds.
Price, 40 cents. Francillon’s Gods and Heroes. Bds. Price, 50 cents.

BOOKS FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION.

First Year, Ninth Grade, Irving’s Sketch Book. Price, 20 cents. The
De Coverley Papers. Price, 20 cents.

Second Year, Tenth Grade, Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. Price, 20
cents. Scott’s Marmion. Price, 40 cents.

Third Year, Eleventh Grade, Macaulay’s Second Essay on the Earl of
Chatham. Price, 20 cents. Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice. Price, 20
cents. Scott’s Ivanhoe. Price, 50 cents.

Fourth Year, Twelfth Grade, Emerson’s American Scholar. Price, 20
cents. Arnold’s Sohrab and Rustum. Price, 20 cents. Dowden’s Shake-
speare. Price, 35 cents.

The importance of providing good reading for the children
in our schools is attracting much attention. The pupils’ read-
ing circle affords the means of doing this with the least expense,
and with the assurance that only the best books will be selected.
The circle was organized in 1891, under the auspices of the
state teachers’ association. Over 50,000 children have been
enrolled as members.

There should be a circle in every school. The teacher should
encourage it by every means in her power. If properly directed
children are easily led into the habit of choosing good books for
their reading, and that habit once formed, will last through life.

CHILD STUDY.

It is a part of the purpose of a state report to call attention
to new movements along educational lines, which promise
important results.

Within a short time leading educational men have undertaken
what, for want of a better term, they call child study. It is an
attempt to trace the development of the individual child through
all stages of growth, from the first manifestations of conscious-
ness until perfect manhood or womanhood is consummated.

The study is yet in its early stages; its progress has been
slow and blundering, and its methods crude and unsatisfactory.
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Yet, notwithstanding all hindrances, child study is promising
great things in the future, not only for the schools, but also for
the family.

Ordina,rily the teachers in the common schools are not ready
to undertake this work for themselves from a scientific stand-
point. They can and ought, however, to accept the conclusions
Wwhich are reached by others, and to verify them from their own
experience in dealing with children.

The teacher must understand the pupil whom she has to
teach. We make g mistake in attempting to deal with children
en masse, something as we do with the cattle in the yards. One
child retains most readily the impressions which he gains
through the eye, another those gained through the ear. One
fails to distinguish colors, and another is nearsighted, and thus
fails to catch the blackboard illustrations. One is partly deaf

and another entirely so. The temperament of each child has a
direct bearing upon the discipline of the school, and must be
carefully considered in allotting punishment or in awarding
praise.

The physical development and stages of growth, if under-
stood, enable the teacher to anticipate the actions of the child,
to give him intelligent direction, and often to avoid trouble by
making allowances for faults due to natural causes, and which
are only temporary in their nature.

The intelligent teacher will watch carefully the progress of
this new study of the child. Tts tendency is to break up the
unvarying cast-iron standard too often applied to each and -
every pupil, with no discrimination. It brings into great promi-
nence the question of what is for the good of this child, as a
child, not as one of 3 class of children.

The old rule that children must be treated with strict impar-
tiality, is in one sense right. . There should be the same care
for each, the same solicitude for the welfare of each, and love
and justice should be meted out to each alike. In another sense
it may work great injustice. All children bave not the same
capacity. What is a reasonable requirement for one, may be
very unreasonable for another., One child excels in mathe-
matics, another in language, one memorizes easily, another
with equal application retains with difficulty. What the child
honestly attempts to do should be the standard of praise or
blame.

l" . — ———-
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The teachers of the state should watch the growth of this
form of practical psychology, with great interest. Tt concerns
the welfare of the child, and while it requires careful thought
and attention to minute particulars, it will free the teacher from
mistakes in discipline and punishment, which too often worry
and harass her more than actual school work. It is the worry
in school life that kills, and everything which tends to reduce
it to the minimum is to be hailed as a blessing to the school.

NATURE STUDY.

The term nature studies as used in our school vocabulary may
mean very much or very little. If it is simply a device which
enables a designing teacher to cover up her ignorance of impor-

~ tant subjects, under the pretense of appearing progressive,

then it has no more worth than any other senseless fad. On
the other hand, if it puts into the hands of a skillful teacher the
power of calling the attention of the child to the wonderful
beauty and economy of nature as seen in every day life about
him on the farm, or in the garden, among birds and animals
and flowers, then its tendency is to cultivate the perceptive
faculties, to enlist the finer sensibilities, and to give to life a
deeper and broader meaning.

That is indeed a fortunate community whose teacher is an
adept in the study of nature, and who knows how to enlist her
school in the work.

We believe it is possible to introduce into our schools a class
of work which bears directly upon agricultural life. This is
attempted in Canada, we think with fair success. This work
should not by any means be confined to country schools. It
would be a most excellent thing if the boys and girls in our
city schools knew something more than they do of the duties
and pleasures of rural life.

Farm life will not always be what it is now. With the intro-
duction of the system of postal delivery once a day at every
farm house, with better roads and greater facilities for inter-
communication, life on the farm will take on new attractions,
and youth from the city will look to it as a very desirable
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refuge from the bustle and excitement, the mad whirl of city
life.

The preparation for this work on the part of teachers could
be commenced in the institutes and at the state normal school.
The state owns plenty of ground at Cedar Falls, so that an
experiment of this kind, as far as the growth and care of trees
both shade and fruit, and plants and flowers, is concerned, could
be carried on with little added expense. Such a course should
include so much as to make the student conversant with the
fauna and flora of Towa.

In 1890, the following circular was sent to the teachers of
Towa. It is repeated here because this subject is one in which
all must have a continuous interest:

To the Teachers of Iowa:

“At the recent meeting of the horticultural society we had the pleasure of
inspecting a very fine display of fruit raised in Iowa. The thought occurred,
why cannot the children in our public schools, especially those in the
country districts, be interested and instructed by simple lessons in the rais-
ing of fruit adapted to their locality, in the growth and nature of forest
trees and in the care of domestic animals? We at once wrote to Professor
Budd, at Ames, concerning the matter. In reply he writes: * Text-books
were found useless in Austria and Prussia. A little each day from the
intelligent teacher, with object lesson in hand or in the yard, created an
interest which school books could not reach.”’

The school yards in our state are many of them uninviting places, desti-
tute of tree, shrub or flower. A little care every day, a few trees or shrubs
set out each year and protected, would soon work a wonderful change in the
surroundings of the schoolhouse. The good results would not end here, but
you would find this instruction productive of better discipline, more willing
study, and more rapid improvement on the part of your scholars.

There is abundant authority in the law for this work. Ever since 1874
we have had a law to encourage such instruction in connection with the
work in our schools. We refer to chapter 64, laws of 1874, found on page
40, S. L. 1892. Chapter 23, laws of 1882, will authorize the board to assist
you by defraying any expense necessary to procure the proper trees or
shrubs.

The following is from the pen of Prof. J. L. Budd. Will you not read it
carefully and act in accordance with its suggestions?

“The question of reaching our people with the elementary facts and
prineiples of horticulture is beyond the possibilities of our few widely scat-
tered agricultural colleges. This was realized many years ago in Europe.
Austria and Prussia, with their many technical colleges and institutes, have
recently begun the work of teaching the elements of horticulture in the com-
mon schools of the cities and rural districts.

“The school yards now have their flower beds, shrub patches, shade trees,
and specimens of the orchard fruits and small fruits, and lessons are given
in budding, grafting, inarching, transplanting, pruning, training, etc. To

f
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prepare teachers for this work, provis';ion§ are mad‘e for attending .lect'\:r:,s
and outdoor training at horticultural institutes, while at the great: institute
at Proskau, in northern Silesia, over seventy teachers of the public schools
were under training in the elements required by the sch.ool laws. I_asked
the director, Doctor Stoll, if the students took interest 1'n the work, if the.y
ever injured the flower beds, shrubs, etec., and more pa.rtlcularl_y whether it
retarded advancement in the regular school studlez.a. Ee repl.le.d that the
interest was constantly on the increase, that mut.lla.non or injury .of the
object lessons was rare, as the feeling of the majority was averse to it, and
that the little time given each day to lessons in tree, shr}lb z?nd flower cul-
ture, was a relaxation and pleasure rather than a reta,rd.mg influence.

¢« At first I wondered why inarching was included in the elementary
studies, but I found that the gathering of the seedlings to be inarched of
cherry and the grape was a sort of gala day. These are planted near to or
under the cultivated vine or cherry tree by the pupils, and much eagerness
was evinced in watching the process of bringing down and inarching the
twig, and watching its after growth, the scvering from the parent pl.a.nt, ete.

‘T believe the German plan can be and should be introduced into our
schools. 'To those who urge that our boys and girls are vandals who would
soon destroy the object lessons of the school yard, I would say that with
hundreds of students of all ages above 14, I have never known the wilful
destruction of a flower, shrub or tree, and the same is true of the few kinder-
garten schools of our country where the flowers, shrubs, and neatly kept
borders, are pets of teachers and pupils.

“In Michigan the planting and decorating of school yards is paving the
way for teaching that plants are things of life and full of interest to young
minds once awakened.’’

In the spring, do not wait for Arbor day, but make the selection of trees
or shrubs that you desire, and either plant them or heel them in on tl.le
ground a few days in advance if the day appointed is late for planting in

ti f the state. Very cordially yours,
your section o y Yy 3 Bt Sange.

Superintendent of Public Instruction.

14
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TERRITORIAL REPORT.

The first superintendent of public instruction for what is the
present state of Towa was Dr. William Reynolds. His first and
only report was dated Towa City, December 20, 1841.

Superintendent Reynolds was evidently an enthusiast, who
lived as enthusiasts are apt to, far ahead of his times; in fact,
we have not yet come up to the full measure of his ideas. The
territorial legislature, evidently startled by his innovations, pro-
ceeded at once to abolish the office, but they could not suppress
the report. It still exists in the archives of the state, and
speaks in no uncertain terms of things as vital now as they
were over fifty years ago.

We commend these extracts as good, healthy reading after
our existence for half a century as a state. The reader will
note how closely the report adheres to the lines followed by the
best educators of to-day. There is an absence of those tech-
nical terms which enrich the writings of our later professional
teachers, but the man of business, the teacher desiring better
to understand his work, and the legislator intent upon doing
his duty, can find instruction and profit in reading from the
report:

It is proper here for me to observe that the office uf superintendent is no
nominal one. The law itself requires of him the discharge of important
duties. The title would seem to demand of him others, and the wants of
the community do actually demand many others. There is no officer whose
whole time and talents could be so profitably spent and exerted in the serv-
ice of such an unparalleled growing territory as this. To render himself
generally useful, he must devote at least one-half of the coming year to
traveling through the territory. He must visit, not the larger and county
towns only, but he must take such steps as will make his influence felt in
every neighborhood in the territory. This cannot be done without incur-
ring considerable expense. What measures shall be taken, I respectfully
submit to the wisdom of your honorable body, with the full conviction that
you will, under all the circumstances, suggest the proper course and mean s.
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The astonishing rapidity with which our territory is being settled by
emigrants from every part of the union, seems to call on our legislative body
for earlier and more efficient action than has ever been made by any other
state or territory. Legislation in anticipation can hardly be avoided. We
are hastening from infancy to maturity with such rapidity that we are
forced to keep a vigilant eye to the future, and the education of our youth
is one of those matters about which we cannot be too vigilant, nor begin
too early to make provisions to devise the ways and means. We boast of
being an intelligent people. Let usmanifest our intelligence by the wisdom,
the energy, and the liberality with which we provide for the intellectual
training of the rising generation. 'Thereis much, may I not say everything,
to do except it be to undo errors. We are just beginning to act. Let us
act worthy of ourselves, and aim at nothing short of a system of education
that shall be public, not in name only, but one that shall be public in the
full sense of the word; one that shall render our schools free the year round
to every child in the territory, and let us see to it that the schools are good
ones.

No one will, it is presumed, feel at all inclined to question the right of
every child to an education. It ought to rank among ‘‘the natural and
inalienable rights of man.’”’ Children are not capable of taking care of and
providing for themselves; they have, therefore, a claim on others for every-
thing which is necessary for their comfortable support. They will, when
arrived at a properly matured age, be expected to perform certain duties,
not to themselves and their families, but to society and to God, all of which
may have an important bearing upon society, and which they cannot dis-
charge in a proper manner without a proper development of their physical,
intellectual and moral powers; hence their claims to an education. And
though the claims of children are first on their parents, as their natural
guardians, yet in case of the failure of parents, from inability, carelessness
or otherwise, their claims on society will be equally strong, though by no
means to the same extent. €hildren have claims upon their parents accord-
ing to their means and their own capabilities. Their claims upon society
extend no further than to the acqu'sition of such a degree of training as
will enable them to take care of themselves, and pursue, with advantage,
their own education. The parent whose circumstances are such as to
enable him to carry the education of his child beyond an elementary train-
ing, is bound to do it, nor is he justifiable in neglecting the full development
of the physical, intellectual and moral faculties of his child for the sake of
laying up for it wealth. Society is bound to do no more than to give it such
an education as will prevent its becoming a burden to others, and that shall
fit it for the performance of those relative duties for which it is held
accountable to that society. This is the least amount of education for
which society is bound. But let us bear in mind that just in proportion as
this standard is exceeded by the munificence of society, will the intellectual
and moral state of that society be elevated.

To enter into a formal discussion of these points is deemed as unneces-
sary, as out of place. It is presumed they are assented to by every person
who has reflected much on the subject. All, all admit the importance, yea
the indispensable necessity of education. Its praise is sung by young and
old, rich and poor. Were a foreigner to judge of our American schools and
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school systems,‘by the importance we attach to them, and to education, gen-
erally, 89 mamfested. by our professions as a people, he would be led to-
conclude that our nation formed one great society for their promotion, and
that every citizen was an active member, ready with heart, hand and purse
to advance the cox.nmon cause. However honest may be our professions,
pra.ctically we admit t:ha.t education is one of those items in our policy that
may on occasion, be dispensed with with impunity.

Tt is certainly very natural to conclude that the education of our youth
is one of those interests that may be left, with all safety, to take care of
jtself. Facts, however, show the fallacy of such a conclusion, and facts are
stubborn things. From the nature of the case, one would suppose it as nec--
essary to pass a law obliging parents to furnish food and clothing to prevent
their children from starving and freezing, as to provide by law for the cul--
tivation of their minds. But what does experience tell us? Does it not tell
us that it is just one of those things about which parents are particularly
careless, if not even indifferent? Go throughout our beloved country, this.
boasted land of enlightened freemen, and does it not tell us that the educa-
tion of our youth is treated as a matter of secondary importance when it
impedes the progress in the way to wealth? Now this is considered as a
matter of such supreme importance to society, to the state, one so precious
in its nature, and one so liable to be neglected, that legislators find it nec-
essary to devise plans for effecting that, by law, which fathers and mothers
ought to feel bound by every tie of parental affection and eare to have done
voluntarily. From these premises arises the great and important question
in the minds of legislators, what means can be devised to induce all parents
to send their children to school? To effect this great object various means
have been adopted. Is it not strange, and to us Americans, rather a humil-
iating fact, that one government only, and that a monarchy, has devised
the means of doing this? Strange it is, but equally true, that in Prussia
every subject is not only obliged to contribute to the support of the public
schools, according to his means, but he is obliged to participate in their-
benefits by sending his children to school at least seven years. No excuse
whatever is admitted short of physical inability or absolute idiocy. Well
may we look on such an exercise of absolute power with wonder; and who-
does not contemplate it with admiration?

It were useless to say that coercive measures like those resorted to in
Prussia would, ‘o say the least, be inexpedient and unnecessary in our
country. But surely our governments ought, by all means, to devise such
plans in reference to this all important question, as to raise their citizens,
in point of intellectual and moral acquirements, above the level of the sub-
jects of a despot. Our kindness in providing for the education of our
children should not be surpassed by that of a master to his servants.

Every state in our union, where schools are in any way supported by law,
has, in an indirect manner, had recourse to coercive means. It would be
impossible to pursue a system without so doing. It is true this authority is:
disguised in the various ways of taxation, but this does not alter the case.
It is so far coercion, and so far the right is conceded to our legislatures, and
this is as it should be. In every country the government is considered in
the light of a parent to that country. Now if this be true in any country,.
how eminently is it so in our own. Then certainly it is the unquestionable:
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duty, not only of the general, but also of each of the state governments, to
provide for the well being of society, for its own existence, safety, and
healthy operations.

Society may be in two conditions, either of which would render its gov-
ernment easy. It may be well informed, or it may be very ignorant. In
the former case the people are capable of governing thewselves. In the
latter they become the willing dupes and slaves of despots. The most
dangerous state, undoubtedly, is the transition from oue of these to the
other. We boast of being the only nation which has passed this ordeal.
But have we no reason to fear that we have not altogether escaped its
limits? It requires neither the spirit of prophecy nor the wisdom of a
sage to discern that our destiny depends mainly upon the character of our
schools. The schoolmaster must understand his duty and he must per-
form it.

From the very nature of our government every man should have such
an education as to fit him to bear a part in its management; and ““he
should have moral and political honesty enough to make a right use of it.”
In theory every citizen is a legislator; let, then, practice see to it that our
citizens are fitted for their duty. In our country the will of the people is
the law of the land. They declare that will through the medium of the
ballot box. The poor man’s vote counts as much as the rich man’s— the
most ignorant or vicious, as much as the wisest and most virtuous. In
some of the states a certain amount of property is made a qualification for
voting. With how much greater propriety might a proper degree of
knowledge be required?

It argues but little that ‘‘ we have” good systems of education — that
we excel other nations in point of intelligence. There are many reasons
other than those already enumerated why we should make better pro-
visions for the education of our children than any other nation under
heaven —and why, as a nation, we should be far more intelligent, far more
virtuous, and far more religious than we are.

There is not a state in the union that can make anything like a reason-
able apology for the little it has done for education— for the support of its
schools —for its comparative want of intellectual and moral worth. There
is not a state in which the schools are absolutely free to all the children.
In some states the schools are free for a short time during each year, and
geveral of them have increasing school funds and are evidently aiming at
the right mark, viz.: To make the schools eventually free to every child
the year round. To effect this great and benevolent object at once,
requires only that the people be made rightly to understand the subject,
that they may be convinced how infinitely it would be to their interest, not
only in a moral, but in a pecuniary point of view. Why are those states,
where legislative care is most exercised, so ready, every few years, to
increase their taxes for the support of schools? Is it not because experi-
ence has taught them more and more the benefits of the free school system?

Let such a system be adopted to its full extent in any one of our states,
or in our territory, and a properly educated teacher placed at the head of
every school, and let the whole of the present rising generation be thor-
oughly educated under it, and who among us could be made to believe that
it would ever after be laid aside for any other system? It is generally
admitted that to prevent crime is much easier than to cure it. That such
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a system would do much to prevent it, is certain. That it would save many
a dollar now expended in visiting amusements, at the same time that it
would add to our fireside enjoyments by rendering them intellectual, and
that it would elevate the standard of moral and religious excellénce
thereby rendering society happier and our institutions more permanent’
¢js as clear as though it were written with a sunbeam on the margin of thé
heavens.”” No one doubts it.
In order to have good systems of education something more is necessary
than the mere enacting of laws. Here is a stream that to flow on in its
course unobstructed must emanate from the proper fountain. That fountain
is the will of the people: if they will to have good schools their wills must be
obeyed; they will have them. Their representatives dare not disobey the
call. Good systems will be devised and they will be carried into effective
operation. But if the people are indifferent—if they repudiate legisla-
tion —if they refuse the necessary aid and throw abstracts in the way
legislators dare not act, and even if they do it, it is worse than useless for:
mality. ‘No system of education can ever be useful without a hearty
co-operation of the people with those whose duty it is made by law, to
carry it into effect, and these officers must co-operate with ea.ch’ other f’\nd
it should ever be borne in mind that no school district can continue a. good
school, for any length of time, where the inhabitants do not act syst,er;ati-
cally. Every cause that requires public action requires organization
system.. We spare no pains, or money, I probably might say, to organize:
our various political and religious parties—to act systematically, shall we
value our schools—those nurseries of free politicians, and of dhristians
less than those? Certainly not. -
Schools must cost money, and if we would have good schools, the money
must somewhere be raised for their support. Our American cit’izens do not
in ge}leral, pay grudgingly their school bills, but there seems everywhere
to. exist a natural repugnance to taxation. Tt is true, I believe, that they
will pay five dollars in any other shape rather than one by tax.’ Perhaps
we inherit this dislike to taxation from our forefathers. But let it not be
forgot:ten that taxation by our own consent, does not lessen our freedom
nor vinll the amount paid for schools, even were they altogether supported’
by direct taxation (a course I have no disposition, at pre;ent at least, to
advocate) make us a whit the poorer. It would be but putiil';ﬂ' our moz’lev
out of. our hands into our pockets for safer keeping. 5
It is to be regretted that our situation is such that good teachers are
80 hard to be found, and when found, that we are so offen unable to pay
th?m according to their merit. If our honorable legislature could do some-
thing toward remedying this deficiency, which is a growing one, it would
be w-ort,h more than all they can do at the present time for the }’)romotion
of higher seminaries of learning. No one can attach more importance to
academies, colleges, and universities than myself. We shall need them and
pust eventually have them. But our common schools are now of infinite
importance. It is here our citizens are to be made. If our young men and
women could be made to view the matter in its proper light, and set about
the work of self-improvement in good earnest and qualifying themselves
for teaching with becoming ardor, probably they might do more for the
cause than we can at present look for from any other source.
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THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL.

The period between 1846 and 1896 includes a time in Iowa
history reaching from the inception of statehood to its present
development as tenth in the list of states. At that time we had
a population of 97,583. By the census of 1895, we have 2,058, -
069. Then there were 416 districts, 2,922 youth between 5 and
21, and 2,439 enrolled in school. The equalized valuation of the
entire state was $12,271,000.

In 1895 we have 4,807 districts, 712,941 school enumeration,
533,824 enrollment, and 339,300 average attendance. The val-
uation of our schoolhouses to-day is $15,645,543 or $3,374,543
more than the equalized valuation of the entire state in 1847.

This is a marvelous growth. But it is by nomeans all. The
state educational institutions at Iowa City, at Ames and at
Cedar Falls, areentirely the work of this half century. Denom-
inational colleges, academies, and private schools, scattered
in every section of the state, are gathering endowments, libra-
ries and all the equipments for a successful career.

As we look back to the days when pioneers, a few of them
still living in our midst, laid broad and deep the foundations of
this state, and compare their outlook with the prospect that
stretches out before us, we have every reason to ‘‘thank God
and take courage.” If we are but true to the interests of pop-
ular education, .as it affects the masses of our people, who must
depend upon the common school for the instruction of their
children, Iowa has nothing to fear in the fature.

The proposition has been made that Iowa should cele-
brate in an appropriate maaner the fiftieth anniversary of
its admission as a state. In such celebrations the school
should have an important place. A movement should be inau-
gurated to place within reach of our schools a course of study
embracing the history of Iowa. Such instruction should be a
part of the work in every county institute during the summer
of 1896. From the institute the work should be taken by the
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teachers into the schools of every district, concludi.ng towax"d
the end of the fall term with such a local celebration as will
enlist the active sympathy of the entire people.

Such a course as this would prove interesting and proﬁta.l?le.
The preparation for this must begin at once. The_ gathering
of the necessary material must embrace many pfxrtlculars per-
taining to territorial days. The lives of our eminent men ax'ld
women, the scenes of the Black Hawk war, the part of Towa in
the civil war, our noted writers and authors, the res9urces and
products of the state, with many other kindred.toplcs, caJnlnot
fail to furnish an interesting field for the histor.lan. Its effect
upon the teaching of history in a general way in our schools,
we believe would be beneficial and lasting.

If the plan outlined seems feasible to the teachers and people
of Towa, it will give this department great pleasure to codper-
ate most heartily in making it a success.

MORAL INSTRUCTION.

If the question is asked how far shall we carry moral
instruction in our schools, we answer, just as far as the wel-
fare of the citizens and the necessities of the state dex.nand.
A community in which every man is a liar, in which no kind of
property is safe from depredation and plunder, where reputa-
tion is the rightful prey of the slanderer, and l.aws have no
binding force upon any one, could not long exist under the
light of our present civilization. . o

Society is based upon certain great cardinal principles, recog-
nized as the foundation of our common law, and upon the gen-
eral adherence to which depends the safety of our homes, and
the future of our children.

In schools supported by the state there must be absol.ute
freedom from everything that savors of sectarian or denom1¥1a,-
tional bias. There can be no reserved or vested rights in.whlch
some may participate to the exclusion of others. But ?;hls does
not by any means establish the claim that the public SChO(?l
must be secular in the same sense as the merchant makes his
store or the shoemaker his shop.
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The ordinary business of every day can be transacted only
when men have confidence in each other’s integrity. When we
know a man to be destitute of this we expect to find fraud and
deceit in all his dealings. If we buy a piece of land of him, we
look carefully to the title deed; if he sells us a pair of shoes,
we are afraid the soles are made of paper; if we obtain our coal
of him, we mistrust the weight. In fact we don’t care to deal
with him if we can by any means avoid it. In business no one
cares to what church a man belongs if so be it that he is honest,
prompt, truthful and courteous. We do not care whether he is
tall or short, fat or lean, broad shouldered or narrow chested;
but we do want to be sure that he is accurate in his accounts,
and that he gives full measure and honest weight. We do not
care what side he takes in politics, or whether he votes this
ticket or that, but the public will not deal with him if he keeps
lewd or drunken clerks about him to insult our wives or cheat
our children or servants.

There are certain accidental qualities which attach them-
selves to every man. They are his peculiar property, and
make up the sum total of his individuality. With these we
have no concern. But there are other vital qualifications which
make up his character and guide him in his dealings with his
fellows, and these qualifications it is the business of the public
school to cultivate in the children who attend upon its instruc-
tion. Temperance, regularity and promptness in meeting bus-
iness engagements, honesty in dealing with others, reverence,
purity, truthfulness and obedience, respect for law, the sanc-
tity of an oath, whatever virtues enter into the character of the
typical American citizen, these must be taught to the children
of all classes alike, for they are the foundation of that practi-
cal religion which alone makes this life endurable.

And so we come back to the point at issue, that there is occa-
sion in the public schools for teaching that plain, practical,
business morality which enters into the every day dealings of
life, and which by teaching the child the brotherhood of man,
enables him more fully to comprehend the fatherhcod of God.

Is this done in the public schools of Iowa? In a measure, it
is, but not as fully as it ought to be. The intellectual has the
preference over the moral in many of our schools. The text-
book is on the throne. Mathematics, science, literature, what-
ever induces brilliant intellectual results, are crowded to the
front, while the growth of those finer qualities of the heart,
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REMARKS.

Tt is unfortunate that the work of compiling and writing the
yeport from this office must of necessity be crowded into the
last few weeks of the year. We are unable to see how this can
be avoided, although this evil would be lessened greatly if
county superintendents and school officers would file their
reports promptly upon the dates required by the law.

We have endeavored to base what we have written upon the
statistics of the present year, thus bringing the report down to
January 1, 1896. Consequently as we have had no opportunity
of revising our work, we are forced in thelast pages to refer to
some important matters which have been brought to our atten-
tion since the body of the report was written.

CITY- v, COUNTRY.

The returns as gathered by the census bureau show that
42.34 of the people of this state live in the towns and cities, and
only 57.66 per cent in the country. There are fourteen gounties
in which the urban population constitutes over 50 per cent,
while there are only seven in which it is less than 25 per cent.
It is evident that the tendency toward cities as centers of pop-
ulation is as marked in Towa as in other states.

The effect of this upon our school system is worthy of con-
sideration. It strengthens the argument made in another
place that provision should be made so that when a school is so
small in point of numbers as to be both unprofitable and expen-

sive, the board should have power to close it and carry the
35
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pupils to other schools at public expense. The tendency toward
towns and cities is induced in many cases by the desire of
parents to obtain better school facilities for their children.

A return to the township system and the establishment of
townshipfhigh schools throughout the state would do much to
retain people upon their farms. What the ultimate effect of
this tendency toward centers of population will be upon society
is a question in sociology which can not properly be discussed
here. We have referred to it here as an additional argument
why we must at once provide for the rural population educa-
tional facilities equal in degree to those in the cities, and this
not only as a matter of justice but of public poliey as well.

KINDERGARTENS.

~ The state constitution provides that the distribution of pub-

lic money to the schools shall be based upon the number of
children between the ages of 5 and 21. There is, however,
in our larger cities and towns a disposition to introduce kinder-
garten instruction as preparatory to the regular primary
grades. The desirability of this step is not doubted by any one
who has given attention to the subject. The results as obtained
in other states where such a custom prevails fully justify us in
urging its introduction in Towa.

We recommend the passage of an act authorizing boards of
education at their discretion to establish and maintain kinder-
gartens provided always that the person in charge of the same
shall be examined upon kindergarten principles and is fully
competent to teach the same.

PRIVATE NORMALS.

We desire to add the following to what we have already said
in regard to means of training teachers. There are scattered
in various counties schools which makeaspecialty of preparing
teachers. In some the object seems to be to fit teachers so
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ey can pass the county examination. This is good
h as far as it goes, but it is not the legitimate end of nor-
chool instruction. On the other hand there are schools
er private control in which the instructors are themselves
school graduates, or men of wide experience in school
, and the work of such schools deserves recognition in
ing the same way as that of our colleges.

hese schools can be so organized as to unite local and
terests the state can afford to aid them by some plan
ch is based upon the results of their work as tested by
ection and examination.

hing, however, can postpone or preclude the necessity
roviding additional state normal schools. The spirit of the
the wants of our schools, and the credit of the state unite
anding this at our hands.

CONCLUSION.

e come to the close of this report in the same spirit with
ch we entered upon the beginning of it. We are fully con-
ed that the state has no interest of greater importance than
ducation of her children and youth.
The boys and girls in our schools to-day will be the men and
men who will shape and mold society during the first half of
twentieth century. Will the state be safe in their hands?
11 they guard the elective franchise as sacredly as the old
aelite guarded the Ark of God? Will they protect the home
d defend the rights of the family against all destroyers? Will
y regard themselves as responsible beings, and so conduct
irs, both private and public, as those who must give an
unt of their stewardship?
his is a high standard, but just in proportion as it is low-
d, the perils of a nation increase. This is Horace Mann’s
al citizen:

We want men who feel a sentiment a consci

clousness of
]gerhood for .the whole human ra.ce.’ We want men W}(1)o
instruct the ignorant, not delude them; who will succor the
véak, not prey upon them. We want men who will fly to the
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pupils to other schools at public expense. The tendency toward
towns and cities is induced in many cases by the desire of
parents to obtain better school facilities for their children.

A return to the township system and the establishment of
townshiphigh schools throughout the state would do much to
retain people upon their farms. What the ultimate effect of
this tendency toward centers of population will be upon society
is a question in sociology which can not properly be discussed
here. We have referred to it here as an additional argument
why we must at once provide for the rural population educa-
tional facilities equal in degree to those in the cities, and this
not only as a matter of justice but of public poliey as well.

KINDERGARTENS.

_ The state constitution provides that the distribution of pub-

lic money to the schools shall be based upon the number of
children between the ages of 5 and 21. There is, however,
in our larger cities and towns a disposition to introduce kinder-
garten instruction as preparatory to the regular primary
grades. The desirability of this step is not doubted by any one
who has given attention to the subject. The results as obtained
in other states where such a custom prevails fully justify us in
urging its introduction in Towa.

We recommend the passage of an act authorizing boards of
education at their discretion to establish and maintain kinder-
gartens provided always that the person in charge of the same
shall be examined upon kindergarten principles and is fully
competent to teach the same.

PRIVATE NORMALS.

We desire to add the following to what we have already said
in regard to means of training teachers. There are scattered
in various counties schools which make aspecialty of preparing
teachers. In some the object seems to be to fit teachers so
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moral breach when the waters of desolation are pouring in, and
who will stand there, and, if need be, die there, applause or no
applause.

Our thanks are due to the citizens of Iowa for their cordial
sympathy with our work. As we have seen them, without dis-
tinction of party or creed, crowd churches and halls to listen to
an educational address, we have found cause for encourgement,
because, whatever else may divide them, we have found them a
unit in their attachment to their schools and school interests.

The teachers of the state have added new ties to those which
have bound us to them for so many years. It would be base
ingratitude on our part did we fail to acknowledge our indebt-
edness to them, and to place on public record our appreciation
of the zeal, the enthusiasm, the real worth that characterizes
the teachers of Iowa.

The deputy in this office, Mr. Ira C. Kling, has seen twelve
years of service in the discharge of his duties. Careful and
painstaking in all things, he has entered readily into every
plan of work, and given our efforts his earnest and hearty sup-
port.

The accuracy and value of the statistics in this report are
due very largely to his knowledge of our educational resources,
and to his ambition to have the figures as correct as possible.
He thoroughly appreciates not only the value of accurate
statistics, but the danger of misleading the public through
those which are inaccurate. He has been a thoroughly loyal
co-worker, deeply interested in the educational progress of the
state, and with an honest pride in whatever has made the work
of the office a success. Our acknowledgment of the worth of
his assistance is due to him, as a man and as a friend.

We have had for our secretary during this biennial period
Miss Lillian G. Goodwin of Clinton. A former scholar of ours,
the promise of her school days is fulfilled in the work which
she has shown herself capable of doing. Quiet and ladylike,
always at her post ready for duty, never shrinking or com-
plaining when extra labor has been imposed upon her, she has
‘been a very valuable aid in every department of our work. Her
Jlabors and respounsibilities have been very largely increased by
the work she has had to do in connection with the state board
.of examiners. She has done it with great faithfulness and to
their eminent satisfaction, but she ought to be released from it,
in justice to other work of the office, which demands more of
her time and attention.

of the incompetent teacher.
Respectfully submitted,
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commend the interests of the schools to the Twenty-sixth
1 Assembly, with great faith that they will receive
n in @ measure commensurate with their needs. The
the most threatening peril in our schools, is the pres-

Henry Sabin.
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is to be counted as a promising augury for education, that the prob-
f teaching have never been so searchingly and seriously studied as
Question and discussion are rife everywhere; light is turned on from
arters. Not only from the ranks of those engaged in educational
z, but from pulpit and rostrum, from the secular and religious as well
ducational press, proceed in unwonted measure the sounds of attack
defense of present educational methods and conditions Nowhere is
d, however, any attempt to maintain the importance and necessity of
ion as a means of individual or national development and progress.
happily, is settled: but attention is now. directed toward the desira-
y of putting education upon safe and sure foundations suitable to the
tions and needs of human and eivie life.

That school education now suffers both in administration and instruction
limitations imposed by tradition, that it does not conform wholly to
o genius of the times, and that it has not reached its mo=t desirable form
tatements that must pass unchallenged in the minds of the thoughtful.
That of the old which is bad or unnourishing must give way ard be
placed by that of the new which bas the sanction of good sense, and in
e process of transformation it will happen that what zeal proposes will
ometimes be found to be unsound. Mistakes will be made. They are the
al, if not the necessary accompaniment of evolution toward better
ngs in all human reforms. Fermentation has its dregs and i's froth.
e fad comes to the surface in filmy bubbles; it sparkles and glitters in
e sunlight of hope, but vanishes before the breath of reason. Neverthe-
s, underneath the glistening and effervescent foam is the throb of new
e, perhaps; and the ear that hears that throb and the judgment that
nds the meaning of that changing life, is better than the eye that rees
hing but froth or the voice that proclaims the movement, the fancy of
hour. Many a blessing has been born in the brain of the enthusiast.
ny a beacon for humanity’s safer guidance has been lit at the zealot’s

Some one dreams to-day and to-morrow his dream is a fact; the fantastic
notion of the present hour may become a ruling principle the next, and the
fad of this year be common work another year. Every upward step the
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world takes has its beginning in a dream. There is everywhere in every-
thing, in work of every sort, the night of dreams; the gray, misty dawn;
the burnishing light of the rising sun, and, behold! the world of work is
transformed; ‘‘old things have passed away, all things have become new.”
The man or woman who dreams of better things for his race may prove a
benefactor, and he who to-day startles us with the conception of a better
curriculum or better methods in education may be enshrined by and by.

Another cause operating to hinder the broader and more iiberal devel-
opment of school work has come from the necessary employment of many
poorly cquipped teachers. The settlement of the country has been so rapid
and the increase of population so great, that the demand for teachers has
been altogether out of proportion to the supply in all parts of the country,
especially so in the newer sections, so that the standard of qualification has
been necessarily lower than desirable, and many with insufficient prepara.
tion have been called into work any phase of which requires for its efficient
performance thoroughness and breadth of scholarship and the skill resulting
from professional training. With the country practically settled and a
gradually increasing population, the chances for improving the quality of
the preparation of teachers will be greatly increased and the standard of
teaching may be more easily raised.

During the past ten years there has been a marked and growing activity
in educational ranks. The investigation of methods of teaching has been
very thorough and general. Teachers’ meetings have been more frequent,
more generally attended and more definite in aim than ever before. Peda-
gogical literature has greatly increased. More books treating the subject
of education have been issued during the past decade than in all time pre-
ceding. Many of these have been produced here, and many have been
translations from KEuropean pedagogical literature. Most of the books
published and most of the professional periodicals have been devoted to
methodology, but there have besn not a few excellent productions in the
fislds of educational psychology and history.

Reading circles have been organized in many of the states 'inder the
auspices of the state teachers’ associations and books upon general literature
as well as those having a professional bearing have been adopted for read-
ing. In one state, Indiana, many thousands of these books are sold to and
read annually by teachers through the reading circle influence.

Chairs of pedagogy have been established in many colleges—the best
institutions in the land thus giving recognition to the desirability and need
of professional training in addition to a purely literary preparation. Ten
years ago there were only five or six colleges that had any pedagogical
work; now, it is the exception that the better class of colleges and univer-
sities do not have such work. In many institutions the professors of peda-
gogy are numbered among the ablest men in the faculty. These professors
exercise a wholesome influence in several directions. They not only pro-
vide instruction in the science and art of teaching for their students, and
inspire them with enthusiasm for the work, but they look abroad over the
field of education, study its various phases, investigate adaptation of means
to conditions, consult with those engaged in the practical work of the
schools, bring to them something of the philosophic atmosphere, and in
these ways and others give intention to the life and work of school educa-
tion. The presence of these earnest and well equipped men in the faculties
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lleges has given to the science of teaching a dignity in the eyei; oi
blished professorships which it has.not before possessed. 5
E Both these important reports emphasize'a th.e importance of nz:im;'e St::,'l ny.
- f acquainting the child with the world which is not 'of.books, and of pu ;g_
> s i q to early and active communication with the original sources of know
. mt,(l);e things about him. It is not the intention of nature s.tudy to
?dge_t_; information; that is a secondary purpose. The aim is 130. interest
101;115?111"611 in living and growing things, and to train them to use their senses,
r, and accurate as well.

£ a];}::tt?:ezyzgﬁdtz:t, as man is a creature of five senses, he who. lacks

Iﬁf the senses is only four-fifths of a man, and if he la.cks two he is only
Qne 3 ffths. If early in the career of a child a well considered and.careful
ﬂgiet_is ma.de to direct his observation and to appeal to his .na,tura,l interest
3 (;iving and growing things, he will have started a habit and un‘locked
i:t,ivities that will always be a source of help and of know.led fge b}(l) h}m.itllj
i hild be so taught that he will be enabled to see four t‘hmgs, where wif
. ct uch teaching he could have only seen three things, if by that teaching
R, csa,n do four things, where without it he could only have don(? three, the
::hool where he received such training is worth m}lch more to hm% t.han th{?—,
one that gives him the power to read and spell Wltho.ut f.such tralm‘nti. T

be urged that the introduction of nature study will mterfe.re wi ¢
?;:ihing of the school arts. If, as held, it cogtm‘pu?es t:.o qlnnckne:s a:)x;e
accurateness of observation. if it sharpens th'e discrimination, it mus tl}?em
than make up to reading and spelling what it has taken away from !
it will and does. :

andl: (;su; vai:.izlt well known to those who have watched the effect of kll"]d'et‘-
garten training, that children who have had the benefit of such tra.u:mg
" have more readiness and more power in doi.ng the work of the elemen .::gi
~ schools than those who have not been so trained. Henfze. Whabever‘(i)m:} ;
‘ butes to the child’s quickness and accuracy of o.bgervatwn. Whatf;vel rmbz
 out a waiting germ of power, increases his ability to master the commo
g 3‘3]3301*5“;‘11:5-* The eoffect of this study of real things, substituted .for
~ conning pages of facts about them, has reached to other department's ?;
: instruction besides that of science. Its tendency ha.s. been to put a prdemm 2
ﬁpon the method of investigation in literature and hlstoxjy .and (?ther lepar
ments of study. Not that the child can become an or1g1na.1 mvestlgati?r,
 but that there are things which he can learn by ar.-ld for himself Itﬁ 1as
~ given emphasis to the truth that it is Wha.t a ck.uld does as a sse(lif-a.gtlv(e1
. being, not what he learns by rote, that gives hlm. both knovx‘rle ge a;,]:i\u
. power. Popular belief, and to some extent educatxonal' pracmce,h is st,he
~ impregnated with the notion handed down from the Benalssance, VY erll i
aking intelligence of the world turned to the learning 10-cked up 1{1’ ¢ E:v
iterature and registered the belief that “knowl‘edge is power. e:-i
‘since that time until within a recent period education has been eont}i}ucba
“upon the assumption that the more a man knows of books t'he more (; can
: and so the aim and method of education have drawn inspiration :f)m
~ that doctrine, and filling the mind with fa,cts,. no matter wha.t' connection
'~ they bore to each other or to the pupil’s experience, has been in too glﬂ.n);
instances and to too great a degree recognized as proper educationa

~of the co
the long esta
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There is much more than necessary alarm shown sometimes by both
teachers and parents because a child or youth may have forgotten this or
that process, or can not give this or that fact after the lapse of a year or
two, or perhaps of only a few months. It is no reflection upon the teaching
he has received that such a thing may happen if the process or fact has
been connectedly and clearly taught. The ming is not an encyclopedia, and
all that has been realized there is not always subject to recall unless it is
ney. It is true, however, that the force and
is not lost when gained in the right way, but
d of remaining us knowledge is converted into
important, more needful and closer to life are

remembered. Processes and facts unused may be dissipated as the years
increase, but the energy spent in their acquisition has not gone for naught,
but reappears in a new and more highly developed form; it has been con-
verted into power.

The most significant and momentous movement now on foot in education
is child study It has in 1t,” so a level-headed normal school president
says, ‘“the germs of revolution.” Not much has been done; only a little is
known, but if the revelations of a later stage in the movement are at all
proportionate to those already made, we must look forradical modifications
not only in the conditions that affect the physical welfare of the child, in
lighting, in ventilation, in construction of school buildings, in play, in exer-
cise and work, but also in course of study, in administration and treatment.
This child study represents one of two important and emphatic remon-
strances of these later days to the old introspective psychology. The other
remonstrance is to be found in the development of physiological psychology
which has exercised an influential bearing upon studies in the philosophy
of education.

Child study has for its purpose the observation of children with a view
to gathering a mass of facts relative to their growth, physical and intellect-
ual, their mental and moral characteristics, their likes and dislikes, apti-
tudes, dispositions and habits. These facts will be collated, studied,
classified by those competent, and conclusions arrived at. Investigation
must doubtless continue for many years before final or decided conclusions
can be reached upon many points. We may now be said to be in the fact-
gathering’stage of the science of education. This movement has been going
on in a modest way for a number of years, and many experiments and inves-
tigations have already been made.

Some conclusions have been reached that point emphatically to the
necessity of modification in the treatment of children. One of the results

often the effect of it, instea
power. Things more

the case of children communicates
more readily with those musecles nearer the centers than with those more
remote, as to the muscles of the upper arm more quickly than to those
which move the fingers. This accounts for the tendency in children up to
the eighth or ninth year of age to prefer long, sweeping movements of the
arm, especially observable before the child has had schoeol instruction. If
during this period of development the fingers are exercised in doing exact
work as in writing, in the fine work of the kindergarten, now happily
eliminated, or in work of any kind employing the muscles at the extremi-
ties and requiring exactness, the nerve centers are unduly drawn upon and
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waste occurs which interferes with the proper development of both
mil'ld. rtant result of child study relates to the tra'nsformatlon
i lmp(i)n the physical and mental organism at what is known .a.s
e pla,Cecence At from twelve to fifteen years of age the bodily
8 of pUb'esdividtia,l underzo a marked change. The intellectual and
o ﬂ'le u’;so take on new characteristics. New interests appear, f)ld
i (1)15: :f sight. The boy now enters upon that critical time which

. i i i the growth of the body is
er. During this period of cha_nge ; d

e d::}%id and the needs of the rapidly growing bod'y cause 1ti,ﬁ to

v;:{,e moré than its share of mutrition, so that the brain is insuffic-

: i i tigation proves the contrary.
is arked than in the boy, but inves ¢ : ¢
‘”‘:;:;esllxllown that boys are not taller and heavier than gu‘}bs :ft 1? (;O:t
i i f development, bu a
- i e throughout the entire period o . nt, |
3 'dlggr: ;g)ld the girl begins to grow more rapidly, outstripping the goy
E eg.fnta,iuinv her greater height until about sixteen, when the boy has
m s g e
nd shows greater weight and helg . ]
gt I:Zpa{d growth of the boy does not begin until about the age of fc;iur
: :nd during the two years following his growth exgeeds th:t. th t;:eﬁ n::
. i a boy up to
It frequently happens that )
aixmymenm‘s e dent, but now there is decay of
intained a good average as a student, A i
erest a:?iusllacking of effort. Up to this time the brain has t.)eenttslbeail}iy
reasing i i in showing a little heavier.than the
in weight, the boy’s brain s . _ '
;"?811:1% at the age :)f fourteen there is a decided loss u;l thehwelghtf of tl(x):
b i i ighed when he was four
0’ in, so that it goes down to what it weig ‘ :
: ;e:;zl:f, :ge The gg;rl also suffers a loss in the weight of dtl}lle b;'al?l,l
1 i 3 d, and she has recovered her bra
ut it occurs earlier and is not so marked, . :
v “:(:md is at her best intellectually when the boy beg'ms' to 10§e his
4 h of brain and is at his worst. Here is another convincing ev.ldenltlze
tl?ffflact that the blood has been withdrawn from the brain to nourish the
ot bodily organs. . ' R .
ﬁh’?‘ll.lis powfert,;%r of brain nutrition explains many 1rrefgl'u1:|,]:1l '1;1es :.1111;’ EZ?Z:G
tricities i is ti He loses interest in the things
tricisies in the boy at this time. ] : s i
; i ‘ i iti d tendencies not before mani 5
interested him, he shows dispositions an ‘ : i oo 7]
he i joi i including himself, and it frequently hap
he is out of joint with everybody, inc e G
e i f growth, both parental and schoo
 edeada e i d all tasks, except those
§ J becomes a prison and a ; th
become less respected, school v
-~ of hi i i The treatment of a boy at thisc
- of his own selecting, are irksome. . ot
{ i i for both parent and teacher, but an app
stage is a serious problem : ) i i e e
L i i i terially assist in tiding him y
tient attitude on their part will ma
::grp?t and he will then resume his former steady and commendable
) s .
~ course. .
. These are only indications of the great quest10n§ that may be wr:,;;pi(;
up in this investigation of children. It is plainlyhevt)dex%t tl.m,t v;:.la :?l:slif: s
i i back at the beginning
more counsel of the laws inscribed way ] t
' illi 1t more freely the tendencies an
he child, that we must be willing to consu ! '
rin?i(;atio;ls of the child’s life, and have more regard for his choices and
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interests, his likes and dislikes, his comforts and discomforts. Some harm
will come, but uncounted good also will grow out of the study of the child.
The eye of the teacher will be more likely to have the whole boy in range.
Defective makeup, conditioning factors, and varying ability will all pass
before the vision and modify judgments and measures.

The fact of individual difference is the most serious and trying of all
the problems of education. To ignore it is to enthrone system and rule at
the expense of personal welfare. To consult it is to throw the machinery
out of gear at every turn of the wheels.

There is a movement, slow, scarcely felt, but certain, toward greater
liberality in the adjustment of the machinery of the school to individual
needs. There now obtain in many of the best schools much more freedom
and flexibility than formerly. The opinion and practice of many of those
charged with school administration is that the public school should meet
the child at the point of his needs, as nearly as it can and still serve the
interests of the many. A delinquency in any essential particular is no
longer a bar to a pupil’s advancement— but it should be shown to be delin-
quency and not indisposition. Many changes in the direction of ‘increased
liberality in providing for the instruction and advancement of individual
pupils will be made as soon as the teaching force is ample enough to
permit it.

Until then, and until the qualification of teachers is of a character fully
requisite for the many and increasing demands of education, those charged
with directing the progress of the schools may be safely trusted to do all

in their power to minister wisely to the needs of our growing American
citizens

THE TEACHER SUPPLY PROBLEM.

EXTRACTS FROM A PAPER BY CITY SUPERINTENDENT S. H. SHEAKLEY.

The teacher supply problem, or rather the problem of how to man, chiefly
with women, the schools of our state and nation with competent and pro-
fessionally trained teachers, is one that like the poor, is always with us, and
like Banquo’s famous wraith, will not down. The fact that this subject is
of perennial interest, and is always discussed at round tables and other
teachers’ gatherings, is an evidence of its real importance and of the serious
danger that threatens our schools and our nation from poor instruction and
poorly prepared instructors.

The main question is how to supply the rural schools with teachers
trained for their work. This is the great educational problem of the day.
We spend much time discussing correlation and kindred topics which are
all right in their way, although their way is often devious and wearisome,
when we have this live problem of teacher supply knocking each year more
forcibly at our doors, and demanding admittance with a strength and vehem-
ence commensurate with its importance. Shall we spend precious time in
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itting over the Herbartian system or the weight., height or color of
ves of our pupils, while the majority of the children lack proper
ction? S ‘ S
hat man is there of you, wiom if his own son ask bread, will he give
a stone? To show the magnitude of the problem, let me quote frox:g a
vt to the national council on the rural school problem: * Undoub't.edly
amber of pupils enrolled in ungraded schools will reach nearly, if not
e 50 per cent of the entire enrollment. If we include schools of two or
g rooIt)ns, having practically no supervision, and which‘ are but partially
ded, the per cent would be much higher. It is very difficult to gather
¢ ;,5 which show the number of teachers in the ungraded schools, hav-
anything like an adequate preparation for their work. When we take
) consideration the fact that a very large percent.age of graduabez? of our
nal schools is absorbed by the schools in the cities and larger v1llage.3s,
| that usually the bright teachers, who have had the benefit of a partial
b o in the normal school, work their way into graded sc%xools as fast as
ble, it is evident that the schools in the country are mainly left to the
e of novices without any special training.” ] ‘
funds can be obtained from the state sufficient to permit tk}e hold%ng
ery county of a summer school of at least six weeks’ duration, whu:h
take the place of our present institute, then progress may be made in
plying professionally trained teachers for our rural 'sch(‘)ols. But um‘ier
"‘ present system, with the duration of the summer institute decreasing
her than increasing, very little professional work can be done. I am
ormed that but fifteen of our ninety-nine counties, held more than a two
oks’ institute during the summer of 1895. What can be'accomphshed
vard a better preparation of teachers in that time? Very little. At be'sr,,
work can only be begun, perhaps to be repeated the following year v‘nt,_h
v monotony and dull mediocrity. Tyidently the remedy does not lie in
direction of the county institute as now developed in Towa. ;
T must confess a weakness for the college bred teacher. He ought, if he
s done nothing more, at least to have absorbed something of the culture
pularly supposed to be lying 'round loose in the halls of alma mat.er. T'he
llege man or woman, with the influence of four years of sc_holastlc train-
o and contact with some of the brightest intellects of the time, should be
able to take with him into his work high ideals of life and duty which can-
t fail of effect upon his pupils. Many of the best teachers of Iowa to-day
» those who have had the stimulus and training of the college course. Of
urse it is true that many fail even with the advantage of this culture, but
is that not true of the graduates of our best professional schools? ;
There seems to be something in the college atmosphere conducive to
power in teaching and in leading. This is especially true of t,h.e smaller
nstitutions where the classes are small and a personal influence is exerted
er every student by the faculty. Such institutions have done a,nt% are
ing to-day a grand work for public education in our land. The distin-
uished educator before quoted says: ‘It is a fact which every one
] quainted with educational progress in the western s:zta,t:es must 1'1a.ve
~ observed, that those colleges in which sound scholarship is the ba.81s‘ of
‘work, have produced a marked effect upon the schools of tt.le'surround%ng
region.” But the colleges do not claim to make teacher training anything
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more than incidental to their work. Their function, as that of the high
school, is to furnish a training for all, a training that will better prepare
every one taking it for his vocation in life, whatever that may be. Evi-
dently the colleges cannot provide a full solution of our problem, however
much they are doing and will do in the direction of teacher training.

Where, then, must we look for relief? The answer, ‘“to the normal
school,” must come to the mind of each one of you. To the normal school,
the avowed purpose of which is the professional preparation of teachers.
No sane man acquainted with the facts will attempt to belittle the work of
normal schools. Their place in the educational world is assured. They
are no longer experiments, but are established factors in the educational
growth of our nation. Their influence for better teaching is felt in every
school room in America.

The question may be asked, would you have normal schools supported
by the state, or those under private auspices? To this [ would answer
emphatically, those supported by the state. The state has no higher duty
than to provide for the education of her teachers. It isa matter of self-
preservation. In a government like ours, where everything depends on the
intelligence and honesty of the citizen, every resource of the state should
be taxed to the utmost to provide competent and trained teachers for our
schools. In insisting on state schools T do not mean for a moment to dis-
parage the excellent work done by some of the private normal schools of
the state. They are doing a necessary work in their several localities, but
they exist mainly because the state has not done her duty in establishing
normal schools in every corner of her domain.

We have then reached the true solution of our problem in proposing the
establishment of state normal schools in sufficient numbers to meet the
requirements of the schools. While ‘“no state provides means sufficient to
give the teachers the advantage of special preparation, Massachusetts with
six normal schools, and with four additional schools in course of erection,
comes the nearest to it." Pennsylvania has thirteen well equipped normal
schools, New York has eleven, and our sister state, Minnesota, has four.
To put Towa on an equal footing with Massachusetts would require the

If the teachers of Towa would unite in a determined effort to secure addi-
tional state normal schools, one in every county, if possible, the problem
of teacher supply would soon be solved. We don’t know our power. We

When we realize that our services, if we are efficient, are as essential to
the community as the community is to us, then will begin the dawn of the
educational millenium so often the theme of the visionary enthusiast. We
can accomplish almost anything, if we unite on what we want, and work
with energy and intelligence toward our object. It is not enough to
appoint a legislative committee, but the major part of the work must be
done at home with the local member of the legislature, by bringing every
influence to bear upon him, and showing him the crying need of additional
appropriations for teacher training. The teachers of a county are a power
in politics if united, and can do much with the legislator anxious to please
his constituents and secure a re-election.
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her question closely allied to the main point; that of
b i:e:h:f f:l:‘: iistguct,ion in normal schools. Some would make the
e a.fcar as possible, strictly professional in its nature, others 'wc-)uld.
¥ course almost exclusively to the elementary branches joined
g the', in the model school. While many of our foremost e.ducators
rmm;eincline to the latter plan it yet stands to reason that 1f. we are
g ncement and obtain the recognition due our profession, our
m&kle;(lll‘;zls must be raised to a plane at least equal to that of other
rma.
b Mionallsggzﬁl:i school is one on equal footing with other professi?nal
e ide!: to which the youth, having received in other schools or in a
i department his foundation training, may resort, a,.nd ther:e
- l'a'!;()rz’z-uction in the art of teaching and the science of education. This
R o training should be more than a simple knowledge of the
g atiOI’: be taught. We do require and ought to require more than
'che; C;;ea,cher of to-day for every school should be a man or woman of
bx;rad(:st. possible culture and discipline as is meet for thosg in v;rhose
is placed so great a responsibility ffolx; theftifzu;;l:;ipdestmy of our
oulding of the character of her ci : .
l;,yr:l::g:t]-l fs:nl;e of angeducational journal, the action taken in Massz?-
; d New York to raise the standard of the normal school is
oy anfollows: “The two states that still contend for the first honf)rs
cee((ias::blishment and development of the common school have, durn;.g_'
t year, taken each an important step forward in regard to the quali
'tl.;:s of teachers. Massachusetts, after more thafx .hal'f a,t cebnt:i?re s(;f
imenting in the state normal school and t:eachers institute bu iy é
orced by a perpetual agency of experts, with pro}):?bly'a,t Iﬁresen s
effective system of town and rural school super-.vmlo? in t fe counhiyé
a sc_re of city training schools, college and uni Yerslty pro ;ssords {)0
pedagogics, President Eliot of Harvard, all the time on han rle;; yh .
offered as chief educational crank-turner for the commonwesa ,h 21
v sensibly concluded that it is high time to stop teaching grel:m lsc oA
and girls the three ‘R’s’ in the ten state normal sc ;)o s.hi .
cent law provides thaf, after a fixed da,t‘e, only gmdx'mte.st (;. a i ;
hool course, or its equivalent, shall be admitted to thes? mstlhu 1;ms(i c&-
ery child in Massachusetts is now entitled to a free high sc (;o ie :’,lhig
on, the least that could be demanded of state n(?rmal studen }sl sf =
l,iﬁca.tion, especially as the average high schoql in three.-fourt s 0 e
ns in Massachusetts is probably not onda. tparf\:)n::la :;]e al::gl::: f:?;l?he
i cities; but it is a good step for s
hﬁ:tglf:: ?ii?lf(l)lt.ebe sca.;'ed by any shrieks of locality into tl.le rl(lapeal oef
e law. New York, i. we are rightly informed, has moved 1;11 ; et sizgnst
ection, by a statute providing that every teacher shall ha;e :t a o
@ year’s normal preparation. It strikes us 'thz'zt the Massachuse slsc vy
s nearer the difficulty by raising the admission test to the n?r:u.a, t,sc l:;ooi
long as boys and girls can step from an average country distric scho01
a state normal school, and after two years of study of common ;c 0
ches receive the state certificate as qualified to t:each,. Brother aine,
to be justified in his persistent
the Peabody normal school, would seem j o i
ertion that the great want of the American common school teac

. 16
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not new methods of teaching, but more knowledge of the few simple ele-
ments which every boy and girl is bound to know on peril of posing as an
ignoramus.”

Dr. John S. Hart, for so many years the honored principal of the New
Jersey state normal school, and a well known author of text-books, thus
defines a normal school: ‘A normal school is a seminary for the pro-
fessional education of teachers. It is an institution in which those who
wish to become teachers learn how to do their work; in which they learn,
not reading, but how to teach reading; not penmanship, but how to teach
penmanship; not grammar, but how to teach grammar; not arithmetic, but
how to teach arithmetic. The idea which lies at the basis of such institu-
tions is that knowing a thing and knowing how to teach that thing to
others are distinguishable and very different facts. The knowledge of the
subjects to be taught may be tearned at any school.”

Many of those who attend a teachers’ seminary come to it lamentably
ignorant of the common branches of knowledge. They have, consequently,
first to study these branches in the normal school as they would ‘study
them in any other school. That is, they have first to learn the facts as
matters of knowledge, and then study the art and science of teaching
these facts to others. Instead of coming with their brick and mortar
ready, prepared that they may be instructed in the use of the trowel and
plumbline, they have to make their brick and mix their mortar after they
enter the institution. This is, undoubtedly, a drawback and a misfortune.
But it cannot be helped at present. All we cau do is to define clearly the
true idea of the teachers’ seminary, and then to work towards it as fast and
as far as we can.”’” May not then be allowed us, as Dr. Hart says, to define
it clearly and work toward the ideal normal school.

Our state normal school at Cedar Falls has been steadily aiming towards
this high standard, a fact over which all true lovers of educational advance-
ment have been honestly rejoiced. But the great drawback is that one
state normal school for Towa is not enough.

After the high and graded schools, where the higher salaries are paid,
have been supplied with teachers professionally trained, but few are left to
fill the vacancies in the rural schools. The educational needs of Towa will
not be met, as some suggest, by lowering the standard of normal instruction,
but by the establishment of additional state normal schools in sufficient
numbers to supply trained teachers for all classes of schools; to
supply teachers not only well grounded in the common branches,
but instructed in all that goes to make up a liberal culture, a

culture of mind, heart and hand.
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the principle that law must be growth, must come by evolution. In Horace
Mann’s day the man who presumed to provide in statute for a. complete
system of public schools most likely would have made a dismal failure and
retarded educational growth, We must have schools before a system, and
laws before a system of laws upon a subject. Both these we have, and now
let us have a system of school laws that exhibits in clear lines a complete
system beginning with, and proceeding from, the kindergarten to the com-
mon school, the high school, and terminating with the university, supple-
mented at the proper places by the normal school, the industrial and
agricultural schools. In a plain, business-like manner must be provided by
statute, not only for the creation, maintenance, control and administration
of all the schools, but also by whom and how.

The source of authority for control of courses of study, for control of
conditions of advancement of students from one school to another, for the
determination of the province and boundaries of each school, for the
determination of the qualifications of teachers and superintendents and of
control of examinations, certificates and degrees, and if this control he
various or divided, the whole to be placed under the advisory or directory
control of a single board, must be provided for in this system.

Realizing, no doubt, the arrival of the ripeness of time for such a system
and with full knowledge of the mixed, unintelligible and contradictory con-
dition of our present school laws and the great need that school officers
have for a system of laws easy of interpretation, the heads of our educa-
tional department have for the past fifteen years been pleading with each
legislature for a commission to revise and amend our school laws. The
report of a properly constituted commission to so revise, enacted as a sub-
stitute for title 12 of the code, would relieve the situation. It has been
proposed that the next general assembly be asked to constitute a special
joint educational committee to be charged with the preparation of a com-
prehensive educational measure as a substitute for title 12 of the code,
as the same may be reported by the codification commission. Unless some
more promising scheme is suggested very soon it ‘vould seem the part of
wisdom to begin a systematic campaign on this line.

Every general assembly has in its membership a number of experienced
educators who can be relied upon to do good work. This preparatory work
should be reinforced by a thorough study of details of systems and of the
local conditions and circumstances that should have a bearing upon the
matter by men able to advize such a committee. Tt is necessary that these
advisers be not only school men, but men of affairs. Tt is a notorious fact
that those who have only such views of education as they acquire in the
school room are unfit for so comprehensive a work.

The next general assembl y should not fail to make ample provision for
the training of teachers. More depends upon the skill of the teacher than
upon any other one thing. The conditions of the development of our state
demand that a permanent system be inaugurated which will provide suffi-

cient trained teachers for all the public schools. The trained common
school teachers are of first importance. The importance of the first round
in the ladder has not heen sufficiently recognized. The training of
teachers must reach the rural schools or the system is not complete.
. The farmers’ school is of greater state importance than the college and
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of the people, in exceptional cases. Many of our best schools are crippled
by the imposition of an elaborate course of study so out of proportion to the
time to be employed that the culture and discipline to be derived from a
few things well done is entirely lost and habits of superficial study estab-
lished for life. The short period of teachers’ contracts and service and the
resulting want of permanence is an evil that can be reduced by legislation.
The making the township the unit, the abolishing the office of subdirectors
and the increasing the means for professional training, will tend to lessen
this evil. A further provision of statute making the term of school an
annual term, with vacations, and making it the duty of officers to employ
teachers for the full annual term, subject to the right to terminate the con-
tract sooner for cause, would reduce the evil to the minimum.

The qualifications for the different grades of teachers’ certificates should
be varied. The branches now required are no more than should be
required for the lowest grade of certificate. The next grade should require
a knowledge of civil government, drawing, physical geography, botany,
zoology and physics, with an increased amount of professional preparation.
These two grades, with a professional certificate to be granted for meritor-
ious work, are all the county superintendent should issue. The statute
should prohibit the issuance of certificates to applicants under eighteen
years of age, and should compel teachers to attend local institutes and
teachers’ meetings in their towns and townships and assist in their conduct
when requested by the township or county superintendent, but they should
be entitled to receive pay for their time if the meetings are held on school
days.

The present statute providing for district libraries is not sufficient. The
library is essentially necessary in all schools for reasons too generally
acquiesced in to need mention. If the central townskip school is made a
part of our system, the library in townships might be located in this school
and be made more extensive than if each house is supplied with a separate
library. Books could be distributed to the several houses without destroy-
ing the united character of the library. The size of libraries would need
to be varied, and the discretion in this matter could be left in the district
board, subject to approval of the county superintendent. The contingent
fund should bear the expente, and the round-about way of the present law,
which is really a reason for the absence of libraries, repealed. The state
board or department should furnish approved lists of books, suitable for
different grades of schools, from which all books should be required to be
selected, according to such rules as the department might deem wise.

The statute should forbid the erection of schoolhouses not built from
detailed plans fornished by the state department, or approved by that
department. ILegislation of this kind means no-burden to tax payers, but
rather the contrary. The building of buildings providing the best safe-
guards for health means years of additional life to very many people. Such
plans should be provided and furnished distriets on application.

The present enumeration is little less than a farce, and in many cases a
fraud. This change, with the possible adoption at no very distant date of an
educational qualification, for the elective franchise, will yield better results,
in my judgment, than a compulsory attendance law. Truancy and vag-
rancy among school children of school age must be specially provided for,
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