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The tables in the pages of the directory following show the 
totals for the state in such close connection that comparison 
may readily be made. The figures are of course derived from 
the footings of the full tables in the appendix for the year 
given, in which place also may be found the total for any 
single counLy, in many of the items named. 

The deductions made on page 13 will have a special interest 
to any who desire to determine more closely than is usual the 
relation of special particulars in the cost of our public schools. 
Pages 14 and 15 afford a bird's -eye view of the leading stalis­
tical facts, from the time such information was first gathered 
and preserved. Page 16. is an arrangement for the last five 
years, of a number of leading items, and still different from any 
preceding table in these pages. 

If the reader obtains from the items and tables presented the 
kind of information for which he is at the time in search, or if 
a study of the relations the different totals have to each 
other is materially assisted by our manner of presenting the 
facts enumerated, we shall feel well repaid for the extra labor, 
and the pains taken to bring the information together in con­
cise form, and to secure its correctness in as high a degree as is 
possible under the circumstances. 



GENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS 

SECRETARIES' REPORTS. 

SCHOOL DIST RICTS. 

1893. 

District townships ... • . . - . _____ _____ _ . __ _ 
Independent districts. ________ ___ ___ __ _ _ 
Whole number of districts ___________ _ _ 

- -- --- 1,185 
---- -- 3,584 
-- -- -- 4,769 

Subdistricts. __ __ -------- ______ ___ _____ _ ------ 9,145 

SCHOOL s. 

- - - - --1 12,3871 
------ 4,328 

16,715 
7.8 

Ungraded __ ___ _____ ____ ___ __ ______ ____ _ 
Rooms in graded .. ---- __ ______ ___ ____ _ _ 
Whole number ____ _____________ _____ __ _ 
Average duration in months __ ________ _ _ 

'l'EACHER s. 

---- - ;- 4,837 
---- -- 23,464 . 

11ales employed ______ _______ _____ ____ _ _ 
Females employed. ______________ ___ ___ _ 
Whole number _____________ ___________ _ ------ 28,301 
Average monthly compensation, males .. 
Average monthly compensation, females 

------ $ 38 73 
- -- -- -

SCHOLAR s. 

Between 5 and 21, males. _____ ____ __ . __ _ ------Between 5 and 21, females _______ ______ _ --- -- -Total enumeration .. ______ ______ _______ _ ------Enrolled in public schools ___ _______ __ __ ----- -Total average attendance. _____ __ ______ _ ---- --n ___ __ *Percentage enrollment on enumeratio 
Percentage attendance on enrollment .. 
*Percentage attendance on enumeration 
Average tuition per month per scholar. 
Average number enrolled to each teach 

---- --
-. . ---
---- --er ____ 

30.81 

350,730 
336,420 
687,150 
513,614 
324,217 

76.2 
63.1 
49.5 

$ 1.89 
30 

1894. 

---· 
1,191 
3,577 
4,768 
9,190 

12,4n6 1 
4,:?~0 

16,976 
7.9 

5,281 
22,782 
28,063 

$ 38.19 
31.60 

354,995 
342,233 
697,228 
522,731 
331,408 

76.1 
63.4 
48.0 

$ 1.89 
30 

1895. 

1,193 
3,614 
4,807 
9,280 

12,517 
4,777 

17,294 
8.0 

5,726 
22,117 
27,843 

$ 37.68 
31.63 

362,364 
350,577 
712,941 
533,824 
339,300 

76.6 
63.5 
48.7 

$ 1.87 
30 

*Computed on enumemtion or previous year , during which these statistics accrued. 
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1895.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 9 

SCHOOLHOUSES. 

1893. 1894. 1895. 

__ __.!..----------- - --·----1------ ------
Whole number.-- - - - -- - ---- --------- 13,433 13,519 13,613 
Value ___ ______ __ - ---- ------ ... -- - - . - $15,110,494 $15,007,468 $15,645,543 

APPARA'l'US-

Value -----· c· --- --------- - - --- ----- I $ 461,094 I $ 512,701 1 $ 569,910 

DIS'l'RIC'l' LIBRARIES. 

Number of volmn es _____ ----------- - I 122, 728 I 151.904 I 151,561 

SHADE TREES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS. 

Number of growi ng trees - - - - -- - - - - - I 189,676 1 196,095 I 11:12,610 

T EMPERANCE INSTRUCTION. 

Schools teaching effects of stimulants I 15,993 1 1o,686 1 16,987 

TREASURERS' REPORTS. 

TEACHERS' FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

1893. 1894. 1895. 

------- - ---- --- ------- ----- -------
On hand at last report ____ ___ .. 
From district ta x ______ . ______ __ 

From apportionm ents. ____ ____ _ 
From otr er sour ces. _________ __ 

$2,086,877.00 
3,\!08,003 04 

769,159.10 
123,706.75 

$2,000,589.03 
4,12t,434.76 

807,952.13 
162,077.84 

$2,058,200.86 
4,305,995.81 

838,53156 
140,508.48 

--- - -------- - ------
Total recei pts ____ ______ _ . $6,887 ,745.89 $7,092,053.76 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid teachers . __ ---- - - -- - ----- - $4,789,323.41 $4,957,~1.10 

$7,343,236.71 

$6,075,492.37 
73,623 01 Paid for other p urposes . . _ _ ____ 97,833.45 76,601.80 

------ 1- - ----- --- -

On 
Total expe nditures ______ _ $4,887,156.86 $5,033,852.90 

2,058,200.86 
$5,149,115.38 
2,194,121.33 hand ____ ___ _ ------------- - - 2,000,589.03 

TotaL _____ $6,887.745.89 $7,092.053.76 $7 .34il,236. 71 



GENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS 

SECRETARIES' REPORTS. 

S CHOOL DISTRICTS. 

District townships ___ ____________ • _. _ . __ . _. ___ 
Independent districts _____ ----- • . . ____ . _____ . . 
Whole number of districts _______________ ____ 
Subdistricts ______ __ _______ ____ ____ ___ ________ 

SCHOOLS. 

Ungraded ___ ________________________ . ___ ____ - ~ 

Rooms in graded ______ - - -- ---- _______ __ . __ __ _ 
W hole number ________ ___ ____ ____ ____ _______ _ 
Average duration in months __ ----- __ _ -- -- ___ _ 

'l'EACHERS. 

~ales employed __ ____ __ ______________ _______ _ 
Females employed ___________ ._ . . _. _______ . . _. 
Whole number ___ __ ________ .. _____ ___ ... ____ _ 

1893. 

1,185 
3,584 
4,769 
9,145 

12,3871 4,32B 
16,715 

7.8 

Average monthly compensation, males ______ __ $ 

4,837 
23,464 
28,301 

38 73 
30.81 Average monthly compensation, females _____ _ 

SCHOLARS. 

Between 5 and 21, males ____ . __ ............ _._ 350,730 
Between 5 and 21, females _________________ __ _ 336,420 
Total enumeration ____ _____ __ _ ----- _- --------- 687,150 
E nrolled in public schools ___ ________ ___ ____ __ 513,614 
Total average attendance _____ ..•.. ____ •.. _ .•. 324,217 
*Percentage enrollment on enumeration _____ 76.2 
P ercentage attendance on enrollment __ ____ __ 63.1 
*Percentage attendance on enumeration_ . . _. _ 49.5 
Average tuition per month per scholar ____ __ _ $ 1.89 
Average number enrolled to each teacher ____ 30 

1894. 

1,19! 
3,577 
4,768 
9,190 

12,4n61 4,520 
16,976 

7.9 

5,281 
22,782 
28,063 

$ 38.19 
31.60 

354,995 
342,233 
697,228 
522,731 
331,408 

76.1 
63.4 
48.0 

$ 1.89 
30 

1895. 

1, 193 
' :f,6:!.4 
4,807 
9,280 

12,517 
4,777 

17,294 
8.0 

5,726 
22, 117 
27,843 

$ 37.68 
31.63 

362,364 
350,577 
712,941 
533,824 
3397300 

6.6 
63.5 
48.7 

$ 1.87 
30 

*Oomputed on enu meration ot previous year, during which these st atistics accrued. 

1895.] SUPERIN1'ENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
\ 
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SCHOOLHOUSES. 

1893. 1894. 1895. 

Whole' 'numb~~==-- - : - - 13,433 13,519 --l3,613 
Value---- -- __ --- - - - - -. - --- -- - ---- - - _ $15,110,494 $15,007,468 $15,645,543 

APPAR A'I'US. 

Value---- - ------- --- - - ---- -------- - I $ 461,094 I $ 512,7011 $ 569,910 

DIS1'RICT LIBRARIES. 

Number of volumes _____ _______ _____ I 122,728 I 151.904 I 

SHADE 1'REES ON SCHOOL GROUNDS. 

Number of growing trees ___ ___ ___ __ I 189,676 1 196,095 I 

TEMPERANCE INS1'RUC'l'ION. 

Schools teaching effects of stimulants I 15,993 1 1ti,686 1 

TREASURERS' REPORTS. 

TEACHERS' F UND. 

On hand at last report ____ ___ __ 
From district tax ____ ___ - _ - - __ -
From apvortionments ______ __ _ _ 
From other sources __ _____ ____ _ 

RECEIPTS . 

1893. 

$2,086,877.00 
3,908,003 04 

769, 159.10 
123,706.75 

1894. 

$2,000,589.03 
4,121 ,434. 76 

807 ,952.13 
162,077.84 

151.561 

ltS2,tilO 

16,987 

1895. 

$2,058,200.86 
4,305, 995.81 

838,531 56 
140,508.48 

Totalreceipt s ___ __ __ ____ _ $6,887,745.89 $7 ,092,053.76 $7,343,236.71 

E XPENDITURES. 

Paid teachers ___ ____ ___ __ ____ __ $4,789,323.41 $4,957,~ 1.10 $5,075,492.37 
73,623 01 Paid for o~er purposes____ ___ _ 97,833.45 76,601.80 

----1------1- -----
Total expenditures __ _____ $4,887,156.86 $5,033,852.90 

On hand___________ ________ ____ 2,000,589.03 2,058,200.86 
$5,149,115.38 
2,194,121.33 

TotaL__ _____ ______ _____ __ $6.887,745.89 $7,092.053. 76 $7 .34il,236. 71 



10 REPORT OF THE [Bll 

SCHOOLHOUSE FUNDS. 

RECEIPTS. 

1893. 1894. 1895. 

-------------1--------------------
On hand at last re port ......... $ 370,116.23 
From district tax____________ __ 708,390.18 
From other sources ... . _______ . 569,8~1.45 

$ 344,358.12 
717,684.25 
805,027.92 

$ 395,514.91 
739,887.26 
581.090.30 

I ------ - ---- --- - ---

Total receipts ________ ___ $1.648,327 .86 $1,867 ,070.29 $1,716,492.47 

EXPENDITURES. 

For schoolhouses and sites __ ___ $ 707,170.53 $ 896.027. 53 
On bonds and interest ___ ____ __ 361,891.30 420,442.18 
For libraries and apparatus .... 10,!!86.65 13,430.14 
Paid for other purposes ___ ____ _ 223,921.26 141,655.53 

Total expenditures . __ ._. $] ,303,969. 74 $1,471,555.38 
On hand_. _____________ ________ 344,358.12 395,514 91 

Total --- ----·----- ------ - $1,648,327.86 $1,867,070.29 

CONTINGENT FUND. 

. RECEIPTS. 

1893. 

On hand at last report _________ $ 605,439.77 
F rom district tax . ____ . ___ . _. __ 1,4?.2,488.30 
From other sources. ___________ 229,905 . 9~ . 

Total receipts __ _________ $2,257,834.04 . 

EXPENDI T URES. 

For fuel , r ent, repairs, etc __ __ . 
Paid secretaries and treasurers 
For records, dictionaries, etc_. 
l<,or text-books to be resold ___ _ 
For general supplies : _________ _ 
For other purposes ... _. ___ ._ .. 

$1,098,655.58 
132,863. 11 
47,750.05 
44,852.03 

202,737.63 
195,389. 14 

1894. 

$ 535,586.50 
1,529,460.94 

233, 299.47 

$2,298,346.91 

$ [ ,115, 734.09 
135,183.45 
. 54, 724.26 

35,402.25 
172,708. 14 
241,379.24 

$ 658,656.17 
520,931.33 
13,430.10 

169,834.33 

$1,362,851.93 
353,640.54 

$1,716,492.47 

1895. 

$ 543,215.48· 
1,631,354. 76 

221,379.58-
-------

$2,395,949.82 

$1, 114,181.10> 
137,673.02 
64,633.39• 
41,156.51 

209,365.61 
238,897.67 

Total expenditures __ c _ __ $1,722, 247. 54 $1,755,131.43 $1,805,907.30> 
On hand___ __________ __________ 535,586.50 543,215.48 590,042.52' 

----------1- --
Total ------------------- $2,257,834.04 $2,298,346.91 $2,395,949.82: 

1895.] SUPERINTENDENT OF P UBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

COUNTY SUPERVISION. 

EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS. 

1893. 1894. 

------
First grade certifi cates issued.-._--. 10,635 11,547 
Second grade certificates issued .... . 14,068 14,172 
Third grade certificates issued._.-_ - . 1,650 1,528 
Total number issued .. --------------· 26,353 27;247 
Applicants r ejected_--_ .. - _. ___ . __ - · 3,911 5,575 
Total number examined ____________ _ 30,264 32,822 
Certificates revoked ... . . __ . .. ... _ .. . 12 1 
Average age of applicants _______ ____ 25 and 23 25 and 22 
No experience in teaching .. . _. _. _ ... 4,337 3,669 
Taught less than one year ____ _______ 4,596 4,015 
With state certificates or diplomas .. 478 505 

VISITATION OF S CHOOLS. 

Schobls visited .... - . -.--- -.- . " .. ----I 11,132 I 10,695 I 
Visits mad e during the year _________ 14,142 . 13,365 
Educational meetings held _____ ____ _ 684 508 

APPEALS. 

Number of cases ___ ________ --- ----I 67 I 61 I 

COMPE NSA'l' ION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Average received per annum _______ I $ 1,191 1 $ 1,203 I $ 

PRI VATE SCHOOLS. 

Number r eported ____ .. ----_ . ...... -- ~ 
Teachers employed .. ____ . ____ . __ ___ _ 
Students in attendance _____________ _ 
Number of graduates ... __ ------- ... 

2381 1,109 
27 ,454 

1,580 

270 I 1,357 
34,103 

1,817 

TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTES. 

GENERAL REPORT. 

1893. 1894. 

Number of institutes held ----- 99 99 
Continuing weeks-- -- -- - ---- - · 2.4 2.3 
Males in attendance ___________ 2,620 3,678 
Females in attendance _________ 16,587 18,682 
Total in attendance _________ ___ 19.207 22,360 

11 

1895. 

11,848 
14,336 
1,145 

27,329 
5,225 

32,554 
4 

25 and 22 
3,876 
3,852 

677 

11 ,692 
15,167 

1,098 

62 

1,220-

268 
1,401 

34,153 
1,966 

1895. 

99 
2.3 

3,611 
18,357 
21,968 



REPORT OF THE 

FINANCIAL REPORT. 

RECEIPTS. 

1893. 

'On hand at last report ______ ___ $ 16,409.97 $ Examination fees ______________ 30,288.00 Registration fees _________ _____ 19,207.00 
State appropriation---- -- --- - - 4,950.00 From other sources ____________ 341.27 

TotaL _____ . _____________ $ 71,196.24 $ 

EXPENDITURES. 

For instruction and lectures _ _ _ $ 
For incidentals 
On hand ______ _ ~ = = = = = = = = = ~ = = = = = 

45,375.50 $ 
7,832.60 

17,988.14 

TotaL-- - -- --- ·· - - __ ____ _ ~ -$- 7 1,196.24 $ 

1894. 

17,988.14 
32,822 00 
22,360.00 
4,950.00 

737.29 

78,857.43 

48,579,39 
10,483 79 
19,794."25 

78,857.43 

PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND. 

1893. 1894. 

Amount in September _________ $4,663,770.42 $4,695,313.76 nterest on the same ___ ________ 229,508 16 237,066.74 

[Bl 

1895. 

$ 19,794.25 
32,554.00 
21,968.00 
4,950.00 
1,062. 71 

----- -
$ 

$ 

$ 

80,328.96 

52,427.01 
9, 713.61 

18,188.34 

80.328.96 

1895. 

$ 4, 707,608.70 
235,663.06 

l 

·. 

1895.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBqC INSTRUCTION. 13-

THE COST OF OUR SCHOOLS. 

1893. 1894. 1895. 

For -teach~alaries--==~~ $4,789,323 $4,957,251 - $- 5,075,492 
For schoolhouse8, apparatus, etc_____ 1,303,970 1,471,555 1,362,852 
For general contingencies _______ ____ 1,820,082 1,831,734 1,879,531 

TotaL-------- -- --- - ---------- - $7,913,375 $8,260,540 $ 8,317,875-

F IGURED ON TAXABLE PROPERTY. 

N umber of mills for each dollar of assessed valuation .. 

Teachers' salaries. __ _______ _ -- - ----- __ ___ _ 
Schoolhouses, apparatus, etc __ __________ _ _ 
General contingencies. _____________ _____ __ _ 

TotaL _____ ___________________ _____ _ _ 

1893. 

8.6 
2.3 
3.0 

13.9 

ON ESTIMATED POPULATION. 

189<!. 

8.8 
2.6 
3.2 

14.6 

For each individual of entire populat ion. 

Teachers' salaries ________ _.________ ________ 2.45 
Schoolhouses, apparatus, etc. __ - ____ ___ -__ . 65 
General contingencies._______________ ___ __ . 91 

Total _______________ ___ - - ----- - - -~ -- 4.01 

ON SCHOOL ENUMERATION. 

For each youth between 5 and 21. 

'l'eachers ' salaries ____ __ _________ ---------
Schoolhouses, apparatus, e tc . ____ ___ _____ _ 
General contingencies _____ ___ ___ _______ __ _ 

7.1.1: 
1.89 
2.60 

2.45 
.73 
.90 

4.08 

7.11 
2.11 
2.62 

1895. 

9.1 
2.4 
3.4 

14 9 

2.46 
.66 
.92 

4.04-

7.12 
1.91 
2.63 

- - --- ---- -----'fotal _______ ________ _______________ _ _ 11.60 

ON TOTAL ENROLLMEN'l'. 

For eac/1 scholar enrolled in school. 

Teachers' salaries . __ ______ _____ ____ ____ __ _ 
Schoolhouses, apparatus, etc. _______ ____ _ _ 
General contingencies, etc . _______________ _ 

'l'otal __ _____ __ _______ _______________ _ 

f!.53 
2 54 
3.54 

15.61 

ON AVERAGE A'l'TENDANCE. 

11.84 

9 48 
2.81 
3 50 

15.79 

For each scholar actually in attendance the average time. 

Teachers ' balarie8. __ ____ ______ _________ __ _ 
Schoolhouses, apparatus, etc ____ __ _______ _ _ 
General contingencies . ___ ___ ____ ______ __ _ . 

15 ()7 
4.02 
5.61 

14.95 
4.44 
5.53 

11.66 

9.51 
2.55 
3.52 

15.58 

14.95 
4.01 
5.54 

------- - - ---
~ota] ______ _________ ___ ____ _________ _ 24.70 24.92 24 50 
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1848 ....... 693 . ..... 
-1849 . ..... 1,005 ······ 554 ······ 4 4 
1850 1,262 ... .. . 914 ······ a 10 
1851 .. ..... 1,358 1,181 ...... . ..... 
1852 . .. . ... 1,560 ··· · ·· 1.266 ...... ... .. . 
1853 ....... 1.761 . . . . . . 1,379 . .... . 3 12 
1854 .. ..... 2,353 ·· ···· 1,520 ...... 3 9 
1855 * ..... . ... . . . 2;i53 ...... .. . .. . 
1856 ... .... 2,850 . ... .. 
1857 .... ... 3,265 . .... . 2,708 ..... . . .. ... 
'1858 t 932 4,109 2.200 .. .... .. . ... 
'1859 t 993 ...... 4,57~ 4,243 ...... . ..... 
1860 t 1,013 ...... 4,655 4,927 . ... . . . .. ... 
1861 t 1,073 4,803 5,502 ...... .. . ... 
1862 t 1,105 5,057 5,895 ...... 
1863 t 1,129 .. .... 5,172 6,237 . ..... 4 2 
1864 t 1,141 5,340 6,623 ...... 5 5 
1865 t 1,171 5,572 5.732 ...... 5 5 
1866 t 1,195 5,926 5,900 ..... . 5 4 
1867 t 1,321 6,168 6,229 ...... 5 6 
1868 t 1,412 6.410 6.439 212 6 8 
1869 t 1,462 ...... 6,773 6,788 221 6 12 
1870 1,176 334 6,986 6,919 213 6 4 
1871 1,260 344 7,716 7,823 289 6 10 
1872 1,317 400 8,438 8,156 403 6 10 
1873 1,266 1,270 7,814 8,397 419 6 10 
1874 1,195 2,026 7,316 8.797 375 6 14 
1875 1,134 2,536 7.062 9,203 407 6 16 
1876 1,099 2,933 7.017 9,454 405 6 16 
1877 1,0S6 3,133 7.015 9 948 476 7 5 
1878 1.119 3,117 7:266 10,218 +9 008 7 6 
1879 1,140 3,139 7,543 10,457 "'2:osa 7 7 
1880 1,162 3,19'-t 7,668 10,590 2,209 7 8 
1881 1.161 3,178 7,808 10,741 2,311 7 8 
1882 1,170 3205 8,134 10,751 2,359 7 2 
1883 1,171 3,189 7,956 10,874 2,720 7 2 
1884 1.183 3.281 8,395 10,436 2,957 7 4 
1885 1,202 3.401 8.546 10,949 3.060 7 4 
1886 1,19!; 3,340 8,654 11,628 o,201 7 6 
1887 1,199 3,409 8,661 11,782 3:194 7 8 
1888 1,193 3.426 8,634 12,065 3.400 714 
1889 1,188 3,451 8,768 12,088 3;523 7 14 
1890 1,202 3,439 8,875 12,094 3,668 7 16 
1891 1,198 3,463 8,969 12,178 3,854 7 16 
1892 1,193 3,532 8,985 12,332 4,123 7 18 
1893 1,185 3,584 9,145 12,387 4,328 7 16 
1894 1,191 3,577 9.190 12,456 4,520 7 18 
1895 1,193 3.614 9,280 12,517 4,777 8 0 

-* No report in 1855. 
t Including independent districts. 
; Rooms in graded schools. 
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336 245 14.53 7.64 50,082 17,350 
549 250 14 .76 8. 78 64,336 24,804 ········ . . .. 
706 432 . ..... ······ 77,154 33.040 . ....... .... 
806 525 . ..... 85.060 33,033 . . .... .. .... 
7~0 599 100,083 42,442 24,559 .. .. 
961 772 19.61 "9:39 111,09J 44,115 ····· ··· .... .... ... ... 

. i;279 · i;243 14.47 . :8:2-3 'i73,868 · ·s9.o1! 
1.572 1,424 ~ . 38 12.95 195,285 79,670 . .... ... .. .. 
1,118 1,682 25.33 9.42 233.927 36,574 $.. . 
2,901 2,36•! 27.68 ' 17.16 240,531 142,849 . '79,4ii 1.10 
3,219 3,155 23.76 15.28 244,938 167,869 77,113 1.06 
3,763 3,562 24.24 16.20 262.570 183,318 101,893 1.10 
3,618 4,187 21.76 14.24 2(;9,522 201.805 100,011 1.02 
2,937 5,563 22 .00 15.68 281,733 199,750 111,185 1.10 
2.815 6,140 25 .12 17.60 294,912 210,569 117.378 1.12 
2.3o3 6,467 31.64 22.80 3';l4.338 217,593 119.593 1 .36 
2,673 6,670 33.60 23.76 3l8,498 241,827 136,174 1. 52 
3,676 6,667 35.88 24 .64 372,969 257,281 148,620 1.37 
4,123 6.846 35 .42 25 .72 393,630 279,007 ·160,773 1.32 
4,479 7,515 36 .96 27 .16 418,168 296,138 178,329 1.34 
4,909 7,806 35.60 26.80 431.134 320,803 202.246 1.32 
5,483 8,587 36.00 27 .80 46D;629 341,938 21!,562 1.52 
5,901 9,320 36.00 28 .66 475,499 S40,789 214,905 1.48 
6,091 10,1P3 36.28 27.68 491,344 347,572 204.20-l 1.35 
6,273 10,729 35.95 27.67 506,385 367,095 215,656 2.31 
6,500 11,645 36.68 28.34 533,571 384,012 225,415 2.82 
6,830 12.22'2 37.27 28.09 553,920 398,825 229,315 2.29 
7,348 12.518 34. 88 28. 69 567,859 4H .163 251,372 1.62 
7,!i61 13,023 33.98 27.84 575,474 -128,362 256,913 1.60 
7,573 13,579 31.71 26.40 577,353 431.317 264,702 1.4U 
7,254 14,314 31.16 26.28 586.556 426:057 259,836 1.66 
6,546 15,230 3'~.50 27.25 594,730 431.513 254,088 1.62 
6,044 16,037 35. 20 27.46 604,739 40(i,947 25a,i;88 2.10 
5,695 16,521 35 .21 27.80 621.0·12 477.222 276,901 2.15 
5,760 17,3.~9 37.40 30.42 623.151 472.966 284.498 2.08 
5,809 17,906 37.95 29.45 634,407 477,663 2o1,794 2.14 
5.927 18,748 38A2 29.10 638,156 480,788 284.567 2.18 
6,007 18,205 38.00 29 .50 638.448 487.169 294,937 2.04 
5.595 19 518 36. 44 30.05 639,2!8 477,1P4 291,070 1.83 
5,432 20,361 37.52 30.37 649.606 489.229 301,856 1.79 
5,460 21,107 37.09 30.21 '660,495 493.267 306,309 1.80 
5.228 21,541 37.54 30.52 668,541 5113.755 317,267 1.80 
! ,978 22,275 37.76 30.7~ 675,0~ 509,830 321,708 1.81 
4.837 23,46-1 38.73 30 81 687,150 513.614 324,217 1.89 
5,281 22,782 38.19 31 .60 697,228 52'Z, 731 331,408 1.89 
5,726 22,117 37.68 31.63 712.941 533.824 339.300 1.87 
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.. .. 387 , ... 38.500 18o .... i .. u ;64s .il .. is:27s i ... i:si2 ., .. 44>ias 6,138 18,509,ooo 1849 

522 68,762 287 .. . 36,814 30,955 3,450 71,219 17,()9..8 22,623,000 1850 
557 63.412 476 .. . 47,502 25,779 3,475 76.756 23,546 28,465,000 1851 
804 99,708 703 .. . 54.643 18,822 4,425 77,890 20,600 38,427,000 1852 
859 144,979 94~... 72,Q<J5 31.800 3,750 107,625 36,166 49,540,000 1853 

1,005 170,564 576 . . . 87,817 30,2"24 3,924 121,965 50,155 72,327,000 1854 

"T333 .... 265;799 875 ...... 147;862 ... 128'.437 .... i5;442 "291;74i 1ggi~ ~~:~~~:~ ~~ 
1,686 571,064 623.. . 198,142 147,167 19,206 ·364,515 111,839 210,045,001) 1857 
2,182 971.004 249 20 148,574 98,719 51,181 298,474 103,966 179,828 000 1858 
2,620 1.049,747 627 14 38-3,539 166.802 67,241 617,632 145,035 197,823.000 1859 
3,208 1.206,840 2,325 32 445,468 158,291 52,179 655,938 142,151 11!3,385.000 1860 
3,479 1,288.837 2,995 33 518,591 134,903 40.953 6%447 140,427 177.451.000 1861 
3,676 1,290.288 3,888 56 515,939 130,805 49,027 704,771 155,217 175.000.000 1862 
4,110 1,394,788 3,857 60 570.115 160.253 58,289 788,857 123,766 167,10~,000 1863 
4,,274 1,739.131 4,840 63 686,672 199,5!l0 78,029 964.291 135,329 165.000,000 1864 
4,635 2,183,738 6,389 59 . 856,725 297,453 111,489 1;265,667 1&,840 215,033,000 1865 
5,009 2,836,757 10,334 69 1,006,623 572.593 158,739 1,737,955 165,34i 220,000,000 1866 
5,454 3,450,978 9,303 67 1,161,653 692,034 185,910 2.039,597 177,791 256,517,000 1867 
6,000 4.397,944 8,776 65 1,330,823 917.604 415.484 2,663,911 201,403 260,000.000 1868 
6,407 5,374,542 8.932 74 1,438,964 9H,884 4.66,186 3,146,034 204,601 2'J5,000,000 1869 
6,888 6.191,633 11,399 78 1,636,951 1,038.404 378,065 3,043,420 238,356 300,000,000 1870 
7,598 6,808,910 11,482 78 1,900,893 9<15,617 432,680 3,269,190 226,111 349,038,000 1871 
8,253 7,495,926 11,633 85 2,130,047 1,212.722 722,897 4,065,61i6 219,077 366.076,000 1872 
8,856 8,164,325 N,944 84 2,248,676 1,184,083 796,695 4,229,454 275,789 369,124,000 1873 
9,2'~ 8,232,935 10,719 92 2,447,430 1,154,745 832,646 4,443,482 304,836 374,340,000 1874 
9,528 8.617,956 13,120 97 2,598,440 1,114,684 892,626 4,605, 749 318,997 395.423,000 1875 
9,908 9,375,83'3 17,122 98 2,784,099 1,168,057 1,205,618 4,957,774 283,02! 401,264.000 1876 

10,296 9.044,973 17,329 99 2,953,645 1,106,788 1, 136,99~ 5,197,428 276,960 404,670,000 1877 
10,566 9,161,701 20,587 99 3,011,230 1,101.956 990,213 5,103,399 284,013 401,48S,Ou0 1878 
10,791 9,066,145 22,581 99 2,927,308 1,149,718 979,452 5,051,478 276,218 405,854,000 1879 
11,037 9,243,243 22,609 99 2.901,948 1,2'J1.598 787,703 4,921,249 282,903 409,819.000 1880 
11.2~1 9,533.493 26,751 98 3,040,716 1,263,663 825.441 5,129,820 23t,622 419,316,000 1881 
11,285 9,949,24il 27,899 99 3,218.320 1,404,727 935,212 5,558,259 225,997 426,2ll1,000 1882 
11.789 10,473,147 34,749 99 3,630.516 1,426,260 1,041,666 6,098.442 229,74~ 464,105,000 1883 
11,975 10,808.093 33,92-Z 99 3,696,453 1,487,395 1,053,123 6,2'36.971 242.710 464,508.000 1884 
12,309 12,690.326 57,095 99 3.777,092 1,227,815 1,049,4~6 6,054,313 248.260 488,953,000 1885 
12,444 11,560,826 46,527 99 3,981.033 1,280,135 1.011.005 6.332,173 250,393 489,~0,000 1886 
12,601 11,706,439 55,203 99 4.02ti,919 1,262.794 1,086,756 6,376,469 2;;.'; ,207 ' 500,950,000 1887 
12,752 12,007,340 63,169 99 4,107,102 1,251,198 1,048,2<i9 6.408,569 261,763 504,901.000 1888 
12,879 12,580.345 74.891 99 4,197,165 1,5e2,777 1,068,186 6,848,128 263,690 522,567,000 1889 
12.997 12,715,766 84,957 99 4,318,871 1,380,668 1,010,778 6,710,317 266,338 520,983,POO 1890 
13,129 13,184,944 98,701 99 4,458,590 1.611,413 1,074,195 7,144,198 247,68(; 531,368.526 1891 
13,275 13,800,152 106,130 99 4,589.236 1,247.206 1,585,110 7,421 ,552 233,989 533,988.309 1892 
13.433 15,110,494 122,728 99 4, 789,323 1,303,970 1,820.082 7 913 375 .229,508 565,857,799 1893 
13,519 15,007,468 15!,904 99 4,957, 251 1,471.555 1,831,734 8:2oo:54o 237,067 559.983,362 189i 
13,613 15,645.543 151,561 99 5,075,492 1,362,852 ...:1:::.,8::..:7..::.\l,c::53::..:1::_8,,:::31:.:7...::,8:.c75::_.::235=.::.7..::.63=--=5::..:58::.c,9:.:8:::.5,"'29"'2:.:....::18=95 
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CONDENSED COMPARISON FOR LAST FIVE YEARS. 

ITEMS COMPAH.ED. 1891. 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 

----·------------------------- --
Number of ungraded 

schools... .. .• .. . . .. .. .. 1~,178 
Jlooms in graded 

scboo'ls................ . 3,854 
Whole number of 

schoo'l rooms .. .. .. . .. . 16,032 
Average number of 

days taught .... ...... _ 106 
Number of school-

houses ... . _ .. _ ..... . .. _ 13,129 

Value of schoolhouses. i13,184,944 
Schoolhouses built dur-

ing the yetLr .. _ .. _ .... _ No data 
Schoolhouses w 1 t h 

flags...... ...... ........ No data 
Enumeration between 

5 and 21.. ....... __ .. .. .. 668,541 
Number e nrolled in 

school.......... ...... .. 503,755 
Average dally attend-

ance .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. 317,267 
Average l'io . enrolled 

to each t ea c her _.... 31 
Average month ly t ui-

tion. per pu ptl.. .. .. .. $ 1.80 I 
Male te:\chers em-

ployed... .. ............ 5,228 
Fema l e tea c hers 

emplor,ed.. .... . .. . . _ _ 21,541 
T ota diffe rent t each-

ers employed... . . _ _ 26,769 
Average m on t b 1 y 

wages, males . _ ........ I 37.5J $ 
A vel' age m o n t lt l y 

wa!(es, females ..... _ _ 30.5a 
Teachers necessary to 

supply all sch ools .. __ 16,377 
Schools tca.chl n g 

etl'ects of stimulants. 15,249 
T eachers enrolled In 

normal Institutes. __ _ 18,6,'i5 
Expended for normal 

iPst itutes .. ___ .. ___ .... I 52,807 I 
Aver age yearly salary 

of county supts .. .. _ _ _ 1,174 
Paid for tea,.~ers ' 

sa.Jaries..... ........ ... 4-,458,590 

!<'or all other purposes.. 2,685,608 
T ota l amount ex-

penilfl<l . ____ ,__ ___ __ 7.144.198 

12,322 12,387 

4,123 4,328 

16,445 16,715 

158 156 

13,275 13,433 

$13,800,152 $15,110,494 

Nodata Nodata 

No data 2,862 

675,024 687' 150 

509,830 513,614 

321,708 11'24.217 

31 30 

1.81 :li 1.89 $ 

4,978 4,837 

22,275 23,464 

27,253 28,301 

a7.76 s 33.73 s 
30.78 30.81 

16,702 17,08~ 

15,837 15.993 

18,955 19,207 

:i2,934 s 53,208 $ 

1,177 1,191 

4,589,236 4, 789,323 

2,832,316 3,124,052 

7.421. 5.~2 7.913,375 

12.456 

4,520 

16,976 

158 

13,519 

115,007,468 

347 

3,446 

697,228 

522,731 

331,408 

30 

1.89 I 

5,281 

22,782 

23.063 

38.19 I 

31.60 

17,336 

16,686 

22,360 

59,063 I 

1,203 

4,957,251 

3,303,289 

8.260.540 

12,517 

4,777 

17,294 

160 

13,613 

115,645,543 

305 

4,195 

712,941 

533,82l 

339,300 

30 

1.87 

1',726 

22,117 

27,843 

37.68 

31.63 

17,677 

16,987 

21,968 

62,140 

1,220 

5,075,492 

3,242,383 

8,317.875 



TWENTY-SEVENTH BIENNIAL REPORT 

OF THE 

Superintendent of Public Instruction . 

INTRODUC'l'lON. 

The value of a report consists in the accuracy of the statis­
tical tables and in the importance of the information con tained in 
its pages. In Iowa the statute makes it the duty of the superin­
tendent of public instruction to communicate wrtatever pla.ns he 
may h ave in mind for the more perfect organization and the 
improvement of the common school s . This duty is one of the 
gravest imposed upon him by the law. In a great state like 
Iowa no one mind can grasp the entire situation and do justice 
to it in every particular. 

Accordingly in compiling this r eport we have availed our­
selves of the thoughts and opinions of the best minds in our 
schools. We have made no recommendations which we do not 
believe to be fully warranted by the experience and sound 
judgment of our ablest teachers. Further than this we have 
included no recommendations which we do not believe demanded 
by the immediate and imperative needs of our schools. 

The new census shows us that there are over two millions of 
people within our borders. The school system must g row as 
the state grows. That which was sufficient twenty years ago is 
not adequate for to-day. This applies to teachers, to buildings, 
to text-books and libraries, in fact to everything pertaining to 
the school. Nearly five hundred and fifty thousand children 
come to the doors of our school rooms every year for instruc­
tion. Owing to circumstances which no one can control, this 

2 
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instruction must in many instances be of the most limited char­
acter. 

There is such a thing as a wise economy in school affairs . 
But to deprive these children of the benefit of teachers skilled 
in th e best methods, of books best calculated to inform and 
strengthen the mind, of schoolhouses built in accordance with 
the most enlightened sanitary r equ:rements, - in short, to with­
hold any of the influences or environments calculated to make 
them upright, moral citizens, is worse than a blunder on tbe 
part qf the state. It is a crime which cannot be atoned for in 
the lifetime of a generation. 

Iowa spends eight and a half millions annually on her public 
schools. This is over four dollars to each man, woman, and 
child of the population. The question that confronts us is not 
how to lessen this sum, but how to get the best possible results 
from the money expended. If by wisely legislating we can 
double the efficiency of our schools, we at the same time more 
than double the value received for every dollar invested. But 
the value of th~ school to the child cannot be measured by dol­
lars and cents. If through th e unwillingness of the public to 
provide efficient means of instruction the opportunities of child­
hood are lost, they are lost forever, If the child is crippled, the 
man will be lame all his life. 

We come to the body of this report in the spirit of Horace 
Mann: 

The public school knows no distinction of rich and poor, of 
bond and free, or between those who, in the imperfect ligt1t of 
this world, are seeking through different avenues to reach the 
gate of heaven. Without money and without price, it throws 
open its doors, and spreads the table of its bounty for all the 
children of the state. Like the su12., it shines not only upon the 
good, but upon the evil, that th ey may become good; and, like 
the rain, its blessings descend not only upon the just, but upon 
the unjust, that their injustice may depart from them, and \>Q 
known no more. 

North Des Moines High School, Fourteen Rooms, Cost $30,000 
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TEACHERS. 
THE GREAT NEED OF OUR SCHOOLS. 

MEANS OF TRAINING TEACHERS. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

HIGH SCHOOLS. 

COLLEGES. 

TRAINING CLASSES. 

ADDITIONAL NORMALS. 

INSTITUTES. 
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THE GREAT NEED OF OUR SCHOOLS. 

There is no educational question before the public of g r eater 
moment than how to secure and to maintain a supply of compe­
tent teachers for the public schools. Other states have already 
recognized this fact and are shaping legislation so as to meet it. 

Massachusetts has just opened four new normal schools, 
making ten in that state. Illinois through its last legislature 
provided for two additional schools, making five in all. Wis­
consin has six normals, with a new one to be opened the coming 
summer. Within the last four years the accommodations for 
students in her normal schools have been doubled. Pennsyl­
vania has a peculiar system. That state is divided into thirteen 
normal school districts. The buildings are in the main fur­
nished by the city tn which the school is located, and each 
school is supported largely by local patronage. Yet during the 
year ending June 5, 1894, the special and direct appropriations 
for normal schools were over $409,000. During the same year, 
in order to encourage and aid normal students, P ennsylvania 
paid out $111,700. In 1894 Minnesota expended $27,000 state 
appropriat ion for the support of institutes and training schools, 
$38,000 for the support of state high schools, and ' ':38,000 for 
normal schools. During the biennial period 1893-4 California 
expended .'251 ,600 for the support and impr ovement of three 
nor mal schools. Rhode Island has just erected a new build­
ing for h er normal school, at an expense of $300,000. The 
last legislature of New York put a law upon the statute book 
that after J anuary 1, 1 97, no one shall be allowed to t each in a 
school suppor ted by public funds who has not h ad some degree 
of special preparation for t he work. According to th e report 
of the state superintendent, New York expended in 1893 for 
teachers' institutes , 28,145; for teacher s' t raining classes, , 51 ,-
770, and for normal schools, 8320, 135. 

This expensive legislation has been brought about by a rap­
idly g ro wing sen timent that the great need of the schools is an 
increase in the number of r eally competent teachers. 
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What means have we in Iowa for supplying teachers with 
special training for their work? Our county institutes cost the 
state only $i, 500 annually. True, the amount expended on 
them is over $50,000, but with the exception of the $50 paid by 
the state to each county, the whole amount is paid directly by 
the teacher s. Our one normal school at Cedar Falls turns 
out from its different courses 150 graduates each year. A 
much larger number of teachers receive partial instruction 
covering one year or more. We have a few private normals 
which do good work. Our state university and some of our 
denominational colleges have excellent chairs of pedagogy. 
But when we ·r ecall the fact that 25,000 teachers are in our 
schools each year, that it requires nearly 17,700 to fill our 
school rooms at one time, we realize that our present means 
of training teachers for our common schools are entirely inad­
equate. 

The statistics show that during the school year 189! - 5, 3,876 
teachers in our schools had no experience, and that 3,852 others 
had an experience of less than one year. 

The schools in our towns and cities absorb nearly all the 
graduates of t}le normal school, and are also continually on the 
lookou~ for other teachers with preparation for their work, so 
that th1s army of young and inexperienced teachers find their 
places of work in the country schools or in those of our smaller 
villages. And this is r epeated year after year . 

We do not think it necessary to argue this point. It is con­
ceded by every intelligent person who has given the subject 
any thought, that special preparation on the part of the teacher 
is as necessary as in any other calling or profession. We may 
as well look the matter squarely in the face. There is every 
reason to speak well of the teachers of Iowa. We have met 
them in associations, in institutes, and in their schools, and we 
know that they are doing work of which they have no r eason 
to be ashamed. Yet only 11,848 first grade certificates have 
been granted during the past year, while in the same period 
14,336 second grade certificates were issued, and 1,145 1hird 
grade, and this in view of the fact that the standard o.f county 
examinations is not as high as it should be. In the last ten 
years the increase of those holding first grade certificates has 
been only about 4 per cent. 

We are aware that this is not a sure criterion of the condi­
tion of our teachers. The law makes no distinction between 
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d .ff nt o-rades of certificates. Hence the standard varies 
1 ere o . h" 

in different counties , as each superrntendent m~kes h~showhn. 

A~ . very much depends upon the closeness w1th w 1c t e 
;:;am, h d"d t V · · er scrutinizes the papers of t e can 1 a es. anous examm 

other conditions a.ffect the importance to be attached to these 

fi S but there is enough value in them to Ehow us that our gure, . 
--'~ cement is not rapid and that there IS abundant reason DUvan ' • . . 
why we should address ourselves to the task_ of ra1smg ~he 
standard of qualifications, and at the same ttme of placrng 
within the reach of our teachers the means of meeting such 
requirements as may be reasonably demanded of them. . 

There are two points to be kept in view. The teachers m 
our common schools must have a thorough knowledge of the 
branches they are required to teach. No supplementary knowl­
edo-e can supply a deficiency in the common English branches. w: cannot expect them to teach without the use of a text-book, 
·hence it becomes all the more necessary to instruct them how 
to use the text-book to the best advantage. The other point is 
that more teachers fail in school management, than in any 
other p 3orticular. They may have the requisite knowledge, but 
they do not possess the faculty of putting the affairs of the 
school in running order, and of keep~ng them so. 

The larger part of our teachers, when they begin their work 
have never seen any other school than that which they attended, 
and hence have no high ided.l in their minds toward which they 
are to work. As the average time of teaching in this state is 
not far from four year s, it is apparent that eve ry teacher should 
corrie to the work with a fair degree of skill, and not be com­
pelled as at present to gain most of her knowledge of the prac­
tice of teaching, tf>.rough costly experiment, and to the harm 
and neglect of her school. The children and youth of Iowa are 
worthy the very best teachers that can be secured for them. 

Before they enter the school room, these teachers need the 
directions which an experienced teac her alone can give them, so 
that they may avoid those practices of discipline and govern­
ment which nullify and destroy even the best methods of 
instruction. 

These are the simplest and yet the most pressing wants of 
the majority of our teachers. They must have a better academ­
ical prep}),ration, and broader and more practical ideas of what 
constitutes an acceptable school. Other qualifi~ations are not 
to be overlooked, such as character , the teaching spirit, and a 
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clear understanding of the purposes of an education, but th ese 
two are the minimum, withou t which no teach er can be success­
ful in our common schools. 

Nor is this lowering th e stc:~.ndard of common school educa­
tion . R ather, it is ·raising it. If as the result of ;,their school­
ing, boys and g ir ls can read intelligently , and if they have a t 
the same time acquired a ta.;;te for good r eading, if t hey can 
compute r apidly or accurately so as to meet the r equirements of 
ordinary business t r ansactions, if they can use the English lan­
guage so as to express themselves clearly, if they write , spell, 
capitalize and punctuate so as not to at tract attention by their 
ignorance, if they have such a knowledge of the government 
under which they live and of their country's history, that they 
are proud of their heritag e, and determined to preserve it, - if 
above all things else they have become animated with the desire 
to live as worthy men and noble women, the teacher of that 
school has la.id the foundations upon which a grand life may be 
r eared, although the child may never see the inside of a college 
or even of a high school. 

Elementary education is at the foundation not alone of all 
higher education, but it is the basis of good citizenship, because 
it is all the education which the great majority of our citizens 
obtain from the schools . In order that this work may be well 
done th e state must bring th e means of efficient prepar a t.ion to 
the very doors of the teach er s, and having done that , debar from 
t he p osition of teacher all those who will not avail th emselves 
of this proffer ed aid. 

ME ANS OF TRAI NING 'l'E ACHERS . 

Ther e is a greater demand than ever before for good teach ­
ers . Some school boards will have none except those who h old 
first g r ade certificates . Oth er boards will h ave none but those 
with successful exper ience. S till other s requir e that ever y 
candidate must be a g raduate of some school that makes a spe­
cialty of preparing teachers for their work. 'l'he state sh ould 
encour age th is tendency on the part of boards , because it is so 
plainly in th e interest of good schools. To meet thi~ demand 
for tra ined teach er s, various means are a t our disposal. 

§ 
b 
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SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

In Minnesota the law provides for a summer school at th e 
tate university. At the session held in 1894, over 1,000 teach­

:rs were in attendance. They were experi~nced teachers rep-
esenting every grade of work. 

r Provision should be made at our state university , during the 
summer vacation, for a summer school of a grade suitable for 
the teachers of the high schools. W e have there libraries, 
apparatus, laboratories, museums, lecture rooms, ,and all the 
other accessories needed to make such a school a success. A 
similar school for grade teachers should be held at the same 
time at the state normal school. 

We could thus put to a most profitable use the educational 
equipments of these institu t ions, which now, at that time of the 
year, are of no use whatever to the state. These schools would 
afford to our teachers the means of healthy growth in the sub- . 
jects taught, and would send them back to their schools with 
higher aspirations, and with new and fresh enthusiasm. They 
could do a work for these teachers that the county normals 
cannot do, on account of the limitations which surround them. 

THE HIG H SCHOOLS. . 
In the state there are something over 130 high schools with 

a four years' course of instruction. Many of these schools 
have fair libraries and apparatus, and competent instructors. 
The state ought to utilize these schools in the tr aining o_f 
teachers. The instructors in these schools are many of them 
graduates of the normal school, the university, or of some rep­
utable college, and the quality of high school work is improv­
ing every year. Many of their g raduates go directly into our 
schools , without further preparation. If they have been righ tly 
trained under a skillful teach er, these graduates have habits of 
thought and study, and a practical knowledge of schools gained 
in their course throug h th e different grades, which gives them 
t h e k ey to success, and is often a fair s ubstitute for more spe­
cial preparation. 

I t is not true that a teacher cannot succeed without some 
special training. Nei.ther is it true that p rofessional training 
will supply all deficiencies in other respects. Yet it•is t rue that 
a good teacher may be vastly improved if rightly instructed in 
t h e essentials of her wor k. 
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It is possible to inaugurate in the last year of the high school 
course, a thorough review of the common English branches, with 
one or two terms of work in the study of school management for 
the special benefit of those intending to teach. 'l'hese schools 
should have such recognition by the state as would prove an 
incentive to them to arra.nge their courses of study so as to 
meet the approva~ of the superintendent of public instruction. 

COLLEGES. 

So great are the educational wants of this vast state t,hat we 
ought to avail ourselves of every possible means of inducing the 
best talent among the graduates of our colleges to enter the pro­
fession of teaching. The;e graduates furnish a large proportion 
of our h ig h school teachers, and many other s are employed as 
pr incipals in many of our smaller towns and villages, giving 
par t of their time to supervision as well as to teaching. 

Some of the smaller colleges are doing most effective educa­
tional work. They should be encouraged to make the principles 
of education and the art of school management part of their 
course, and then their graduates, having had one year's suc­
cessful experience after their graduation, should be eligible to 
the state certificate withou t further examination, and at th e 
expiration of the state certificate, to the state diploma, provided 
they furnish the state board of examiners satisfactory proofs of 
success. 

TRAININ G CLASSES. 

New York appropriates annually out of certain funds the sum 
of $60,000 for instruction in the science and practice of ~ommon 
schcol teaching, under rules and regulations prescribed by the 
superintendent of public instruction. The design of the h1w is 
primarily to supply competent persons to act as teachers in the 
rural schools. 

We have taken much pains to investigate this featur e of the 
New York school law, with a view to determine its adaptability 
to our wants in Iowa. 

T he comments from those who have a practical knowledge of 
its workings ar e so favorable, that we feel warran ted in recom­
mending a calm and candid considerat~on of its merits. We 
quote as follows from the last New York report : 

No expenditure made by the state for education has yielded better 
returns than can be shown in the improvement of the teaching service 
through the agency of the teach era' training classes. This demand for 
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l fillin o· our normal ·c'bools and colleges to over­
-vt teachers is not o.n y the at~endance in and elemonstr>~.ting the necessity 
• --- · ·ncreaswg d d lopment of JowiJJg, but lS t " I can see in th e encouragement a~ eve - . -
of training classe~. ossibilities in the direct ion of a n improved teachmg 
'bese classes great pk . a certain degree, of the nature of normal schools, 
service. Tbey par::ta~l ~:hecl on a firU: basis, substantittlly aided a~d prop-

d if they can be f t dy provided for them can be artwulated 
an . d the course o s u 1' k . the 
er, .. supervise , l h ols and thus form an important m m 

AJ f the norma sc 0 ' l l h ols with tbat o ffi -· t Jlan to secure trained teachers for a our sc o . 
nt of an e cten l 

developxne ll wed to quote from a private letter fr )ill one 
._. are also a o . . . . 
"e · ors of teachers· trammg classes. 

f the supervis f 0 . . d that we have the right plan of training teachers . oe 
I axn convinC~ l is to establish in one hundeed or more u~lOn 

rural schools. ur p an . . class departments rPquiring as a basts of 
academies, tr·aming ' - f 

echO?ls. or ·nimu m standard of scholarship, and laying out a c~urse. o 
lidmlSSlOD a mt . of s bJ·ect matter and at the same tune glve 

h t sh all cover a r e Vlew u l k . the 
s'udy t a ·s of these classes during the yeal' conside t·ab e ;vor m 
•to the member iloso h of education and of questioning a~d m m ethods. 
historY and ph f t:e yclass also will have ample opportumty to obse:ve 
The roexnbel'a oh. - and frequently to act as substitutes, thus securwg 

tbods of t eac mg, l h l k me . h · h comes from actual practica sc oo wor · 
the experlence w lC . . 

. ted the main features of this Jaw, With some 
We have prm - · L · 1 

additional comments under the title: Important School egis a-

tion in Other State::>. 

ADDITIONAL N ORMAL SCHOOLS. 

We have in Iowa, with the one now in process of. erec li~n , 
four hospitals for the insane, two penitentiaries, a~ mdus~nal 

hool for boys at Eldora, and one for girls at Mitchellville: . 
sc d f d dumb the blind the feeble minded, are all well 
The ea an ' ' · d. t ttention 

rovided for. It is time for us to turn our lmme la e. a -
~ k" a- preparation for more normal schools. This pres~nt 
ge:~a~na~sembly ought to appoint a c.ommiss.ion to select~ ~1t: 
and to obtain necessttry estimates Wlth a vww of submittmo 
them to the T wenty-seventh General Assemb~y . . . 

We need one school for training teachers m . each sectiOn o~ 
the state. These school5 need not necessanly be of equa 

d ·th the one at Cedar Falls. A course of two years, 
gra e Wl · 1 t work 
confined strictly to preparation of teachers 111 e emen ary , 
would, under our present circumstances, prov~ _most favorable. 
The work of preparation for high school positiOns and for the 

. upper grades, can well be left to the school at Cedar Falls and 

k> the state university. 
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This plan spreads the expense of establishing these normals 
over several years, and therefore would prove far from burden­
some to the state. 

Leaving to the state normal already established and to the 
university the work they are now cloina- so well these addi­
tional schools should be made to subserv~ the int~rests of the 
r~ral schools. Their course of study should be made to bear 
directly upon rural life and its environments. The instructors 
should be chosen because of their peculiar fitness for that dis­
tinctive line of work. We commend this subject with great 
earnestness to the thoughtful consideration of the members of 
the general assembly. 

THE INSTITUTES. 

The usefulness of the teachers' institutes is beyond question. 
As at present conducted they form an essential and almost · 
indispensable means of partially instructing teachers for our 
comrron schools. Their origin dates back to almost the ear­
liest clays of our statehood, and many of our strono-est men and 
women of these times were enthusiastic instructor~ in them. 

The .ins~itute law of 1874 made a radical change in the nature 
of the mst1tute, and a consequent chano-e in the manner of con­
ducting it. Previous to that time ther: was no fee charged for 
enrollment, and while the schools were closed and teachers were 
compelled to attend the institute, they were p ~id the same as 
th?ugh present in their schools. There was an element of 
fairness and justice in this provision, and it should have been 
re tained in the present law. The state pays $200 into the 
tr~a~my of ~he agricultural fair in each county in which the­
fair IS held, mtendecl as an encouragement to these fairs. This 
is r ight, it is wise, the state can well afford it. But why should 
not th~ state deal as liberally by the inst itute as by th e fair? 
Is ag ncul ture of more consequence than general eel uca tion ? 
Can the farms or the product of the farms be for a moment 
compared with the welfare of our childre n? If we could we 
would. s~bmit t~e question to the · intel ligent people of Iowa, 
and w1llmgly ab1de the result. The least the s tate can do if ·t 

' 1 
would deal righteously, would be to pay into the institute treas-
ury each y ear such a sum as would release from the enrollment 
fee every person in the county wh'J is actively eno-ao-ed in the 
work of teaching. F_,ven then as long as each ;ea~her must 
pay an examination fee, the teachers of the county would s till 
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f 
·shone-half the funds by which the institute is supported. urn1. . 

The instruction given in the institutes is not of as hJgh grade 
as it should be. The character of the institute differs greatly 
. different counties, and is likely to vary with every change of 1
n ty superintendent.. The opinion is prevalent that too much conn . . . . 
time is given. to cursory .rev~ews, w1th t~1e. a1m con~m~ally ~n 

. ht of passmg an exammatwn and obtammg a certt:ficate. 'I o 
Sl.g this motive prominence destroys the life of the institute, 
gwe . . . . 
kills all enthusiasm, and tends to brmg the mstmcnon clown to 
the level of the district school. . . . . 

It is both the quantity and the quality of a:;ademlC mstruct10n 
with which we find fault. We get superficial results when we 
attempt to cover in two weeks' time suhject matter which would 
require at least a whole year of schooling, to do it any justice. 
Many of the teachers come to the institute, it is true, with very 
meager preparation, and this must co~tinue unL~l t:1e state fur­
nishes additional means of preparation, and ms1sts upon a 
higher standard of qualifications on the part of those who aspire 
to be teachers. 

Then again the work of instruction is often in incompetent 
hands. Not that the majority of the instructors are not consci­
entious, and desirous of doing the best they can. We believe 
they are eminently so. But many of them do not distinguish 
between teaching teachers and teaching children. Consequently 
under their tuition, teachers learn their lessons, just as too many 
children in school learn theirs, with a view to recitation only. 
They are not required to prepare a limited amount of work in 
the manner they ought to prepare it to present to their classes, 
The aim of the exercise does not reach beyond the recitation. 
The instructors fail to grasp the full intent and purpose of the 
institute. 

The institute must be kept close to its original purpose, 
"the instruction of teachers and of those who may desire to 
teach." All others should be excluded from its rolls. . The 
instructors should be chosen solely on account of their fitness 
for the work of instructing teachers. To appoint an instructor 
because of his locality, or for no other reason than that his 
influence may be available at some future time, or for some 
political reason, robs the teachers of their hard earned money, 
of their time, which is worth more than money, and defeats 
the purpose for which the. institute is maintained. 
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At present this department has little control over the 
appointment of instructor,; in the institutes. There should be 
some requirements established, some limitations fixed by law, 
so that only the best material shall be selected for these r espon­
sible positions. The state by enactment ca,n put up a bar to 
exclude incompetent persons much easier than the county 
superintendent can. 

The institute fund is very large. We call attention to its 
gradual growth . In 18 6 there was expended for instruction, 
'41, 417, for incidentals, $8,363, unexpended balances <t>16 361 

' q;J ' ' making a total of , 66, 142. During this present year we have 
paid for instruction, 52,427, for incidentals, 9, 713, unex­
pended balances, $1 ,188, making a total of $80,328. During 
the institute season of 1895, 2 t, 968 teachers wer e in attendance 
against 18,026 in 1886. 

It is much to the credit of the county superintendents that 
there are no charges of defalcation or fraud in the expenditure 
of tbese funds. Their disbursement should remain in the 
hands of the superintendent, but at the same time the board of 
supervisors ought to hold him to a strict accountability, and 
settle with him as rigidly as with any other county officer. 
There are many counties in which they do not do this, and thus 
fail to conform to the plain provisions of the law. 

These funds should not be frittered away for unworthy pur­
pose~, nor should they be hoarded in the county treasury. The 
report at the end of the year should show that every dollar has 
been expended for the direct benefit of the teachers by whom 
it was contributed. 

In this connection we have urged upon county superintend­
ents, in counties carrying sufficient funds, to hold in the course 
of the year, usually in the spring, an inspirational institute. It 
should be ungraded and under the care of such experts in 
educational matters that the best teachers in the county would 
be glad to attend. The instructors should be persons who have 
something to say that is worth hearing. It should be full of 
fire and enthusiasm, and have something especially in the way 
of lectures that would draw the attention of the people to 
what is going on. Wherever this has been tried it has been a 
mar ked success. 

In connection with a summer school for teachers at the state· 
•niversity, to which reference is made in another part of this 
Peport, therQ should be a. section dQToted in the main to the 
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Sts of those who desire to work as instr uctors in insti-
intere . 

This would prove of 1mmense benefit to them, and 
tutes. 
hr 

uh them to the teachers of the state. 
t OU o . th t 'd f It is found necessary m o - er s ates to p~·ov1 e means or. a 

ful inspection by competent persons of the work done m 

carh e·nstitutes. Such a provi ion should be made in Iowa. The 
tel h · · l d ft s expended are too vast, t e mterests mvo ve are o - oo 
su~t moment to be longer neglected. It is impo3sible for the 
gre erintendent of public instruction to visit more than twen ty­
:~! of these institutes in a year. For his knowledge of them 
be mmt depend very largely upon the r eports from tbe county 
superintendents. He shoul~ have t~e power, or r ather it should 
be made his duty, to appomt as h1s agents, men and women 
eminently qualified, who should vi&it institutes as directed by 
him, inspect class work, lecture to the teachers and to the public 
on educational matters, and make a report to be incorporated 
with his report to the general assembly, and he should have a 
sufficient sum at his disposal to pay their expenses and a rea­
sonable compensation. 

The following consideratio~s are pertine.,_t to this whole 
subject: 

The county superintendent, or whatever officet· controls the institute, 
needs to have a better understanding of the ralat ions which ought to exist 
between hi s annual institute and the · work in his county. H e needs to · 
appreciate the fact that raising the grade of teachers' certificates is nq cri­
terion at a ll of a successful institute, especially when it e nds ther e; that 
unless in his visits to the schools under his care he can see the r esults of 
the imtHute cropping out in increased enthusiasm and in improved m ethods 
of teaching, he cannot conbider that h is in stitute was in any t·espect a 
success. 

As soon as the office r who has charge of the school interests of a county 
begins to look for results, he will also study the means by which he hopes 
to accomplish th ese r esul ts, and his investigations will lead him to the 
conclusion that not every good teacher is fitted to be a good institute 
instruct<H·, and that not eve1·y good instructor is fitted to b e a good institute 
conductor. The whole instruction of the institute must have unity if it is to 
have strength. There should be running through all its work the influence 
of one strong, clear, discriminating •mind, guiding and directing every 
exercise to ooe end, and that end should be to increase and strength en tht~ 

teaching power of the t eacher s. 
As 8uon as it becomes apparent that ,the academical instruction in tht~ 

institute is incidental to the profe~sional, and that the main purpose is WI 
make teachers more skillful, and hence more self-reliant in the work of the 
eehool, then \here will b e less pre11sura from \hoile whe never expect \e 
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teach, and a better attendance of those who really desir e to become experts 
in th e profession . 

The professional work, if it i s to reach the highest degree of success, 
must be given by those who are ad epts in meth ods of imparting knowledge, 
who have that enthusiasm which begets enthusiasm, who are to the teachers 
in the classes as the steel is to the flint, and whose instructions are guided by 
that wise philosophy which induces a spontaneous, yet lasting, self-activity 
on the par·t of the learner. 

/ 
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NORMAL SCHOOL. 

It is not necessary to add much to the reports of the board 
of directors and president of the normal school at Cedar Falls. 
They have asked for nothing which is not almost an ~bsolute 
necessity. We desire, however, to emphasize the need of a 
larger teachin g force. The present instructors r eceive a 
smaller salary than they could obtain for t heir services in 
graded schools, yet they have not in one instance failed to 
respond to the demands made upon them by the steadily increas­
ing number of students. 

In order to meet the exigencies of the situation during the 
past two years, the board, after transferring from the students' 
contingent to the teachers' fund, all that could safely be taken, 
have been forced to engage new teachers at salaries altogether 
dispropor tionate to the work expected of them. This state of 
affairs ought not to continue. · The people have great confidence 
in the school, and send their young men and young women 
there expecting that the time and expense will be fully recom- , 
pensed by their increased fitness for the position of teacher. 
The board do not ask for any more than the demands of the 
school r equire, if we are to meet the expectations of those for 
whose benefit the school was established. 

It is not eve grade teacher who is fitted to instruct in a 
normal school. We need here the most skillful, the best 
trained, and the most thoughtful instructor~ that we can 
obtain. We need teachers of strong personality, who can make 
so deep an impression upon the students, that the schools in 
which these students are employed as teachers, will feel the 
influence of their normal training. 

The school is wortby of commendation in all its departm ents. 
The board both as a body and individually take great interest 
in the welfare and in the progress of the students. In addition 
to their regular meetings, a committee of their number visit 
the school every term, mingle freely with the students, confer 
with the officers, and carefully inspect all its workings. The 
usefulness of the school has been greatly enhanced by the 
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continuous good will and kindly feelin g which per;,ades every 
department of the institution. 

'l'he contingent fund must also be largely increased. In 
several lines there is urgent call for better opportunit ies than 
can now be afforded. In short, the school stands in need of a 
more generous and a more ample support from the state. The 
work it is doing extends in to nearly every county, and its 
influence is felt in all grades of schools. There is a great and 
increasing demand for teachers who have had suitable special 
training for their work. The school at Cedar Falls is doing all 
in this direction that we can expect of it under present conci­
tions. It will do more for our schools just in proportion as the 
state will furnish the means. 

To correct an erroneous impression that the normal school 
is educating teachers for our hig h schools only, we call atten­
tion to the statement of the president upon this point. Proba­
b 'y no school of its kind is doing better work for the teachers 
in our elementary schools . We quote directly from president 
S eerley's r eport : 

The statistics, as well as the catalogue, show that a lar ge number of the 
students instructed in this school ar e country school teach er s, and a large 
number of those enrolled in the fi rst year of the course do not finish mor·e 
than that at any one time , and then r eturn to the country schools to teach. 
A t least five hundred e nrolled in the year 1894-95 will not be in school the 
next year, but will be teachi~· in the count1·y distr·icts of Iowa, eavi.ng 
their wages with t h e hope of r e turning before lon g to continue their ed Ll ­

cation. 

Very great pains have been taken so to arrange the curric­
ulum of studies that these teachers with limited time and more 
limited means may get the education and training which will 
best fit them for work in the rural schools. 

srrATE UNIVERSITY. 

The needs of the university are clearly set forth in the reports 
of the board of r egents and the president. The recommendations 
and suggestions embodied in the reports are wurthy very care­
ful consideration. 

In the collegiate department, many of the classes are recit­
ing in rooms overcrowded, dark, and ill-ventilated, a positive 
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menace to the hea.lth of the students . The li brary, of over 
forty thousand volumes, one of the mo t valuable collections of 
books west of the Mississippi, is in a room over the physical 
l aboratory, where notwith standing all th e care that is t aken, it 
is in constant danger of destru.c tion by fire. rrLiis includes the 
famous Talbot library, a g ift to the uniYersity, a.nd which alone 
is wor th 820,0 0. 

The natur al h istory collection in the science building has 
"'iven the universi ty a r eputation at H arvard and Yale, with the 
"" Smith~onian Institution, and even amono· the scientists of 
Europe. Some of the most valuable specimens of this collec­
tion are stored under the"Toof in the garret. boxed up, because 
no proper provision h as yet been made for disphy ing them. 

'rhis collection should be remov d as soon as possible to a 
fireproof building. If it should be destroyed, not only a large 
sum of money, but th e p atient labors of twenty·five years would 
be r equired to r eplace that par t of it which could now be col­
lected. T he regents state the whole truth when they say that 
much of this collection can never b e again securPcl, because of 
the extinction of species. It is almost criminal to allow either 
the library or the museum to r emain longer in this exposed con­
clition. 

No one acquainted with the results which th e university is 
accomplishing can h elp wondering that, with the inadequate 
appliances at the disposal o:E the r egents , so high a· standard 
has been attained in all departments of university work. The 
competition between schools of true university grade is as 
strong as in any other line of work. Riva l universities are well 
supplied with buildings, libraries , apparatus, endowments, and 
everything which conduces to success. Our state university is 
deficient in most of these particulars , and yet the institution is 
steadily gaining in rank and r eputation. This h as been accom­
plished largely by the energy, enthusiasm, and untiring labor s 
of the several faculties of the different depar t ments. They can­
not be too highly commended for their faithfulness to the trust 
reposPcl in them by the regents. 

· It is now an opportune time for the state to come to the 
rescue• of the university. The policy hitherto has been to pro­
vide for the immediate wants of the institution so as to enable 
it to tide over each succeeding biennial period. Consequently 
the regents have not been able to enter upo.n any broad, far­
reaching plans, looking to that harmonious development of the 
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university, which alone can make it strong in its work, and 
worthy this great state. They are forced to spend most of the 
time, ~he~ they meet, in contriving how to dole out the pittance 
at thmr d1sposal s9 as to sati~fy some present emergency, with· 
out regard to what the future may require. Such action is 
s.uicidal and can bring no lasting results. In these days, when 
hfe moves so fast, a temporizing policy invites destruction. The 
state ought to enter upon a line of policy which is to extend 
over a series of five or even ten years. 

W~ile it is for the wisdom of the general assembly to devise 
how 1t can bes t be done, a permanent income, liberal as is 
worthy of a state out of debt, and fertile in its r esources, should 
be pla~ed at the disposal of th e r egents, in order that they may 
~lan w1sely and well for the substantial growth of the university 
m the near future. In other states, the tax of a fraction of a 
mill has been found to be the most effective and least burden­
some way of raising a permanent r evenue for university 
purposes. We urge the adoption of this method in Iowa, 
because we believe it would free the regents from many embar­
rassments, and would be certain to strengthen the university in 
every depar tment .. 

ST ATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIA'riON. 

During the forty years of its existence th e usefulness of 
the state association has proved the wisdom of the men and 
women who founded it. It takes rank with the best and :most 
~uccess.ful of such associations in the entire country. Many of 
1ts earher member:> are dead, and others have passed out of the 
profession, but the debt of gratitude the state owes to them 
can never be paid. 

T~e meeting once a year of so many men and women, repre­
sentmg every phase of educational work in the state tends to 
unify, strengthen, and dignify the profession. Th~ college 
professor and the teacher from the rural school or the villaae 

0 ' 

find that they have common interests, and can be mutually 
helpful. 

At the meeting in December, 1894, the library section and 
the school directors' convention were incorporated as perma­
nent features of the association, and the minutes of their meet­
ings furnish some of the most interesting papers in the volume 
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of proceedings. The law passed by the Twen~y·fifth General 
Assembly, authorizing this department to pubhsh the proceed­
ings of the state association, bas proved of great benefit to the 

ducational interests of the state. We have thus been enabled 
~0 publish two volumes of two hundred pages each, containing 
papers of lasting value, and to distribute them among the 
libraries of the state, to members of the general ~ssembly, ~o 
members of the association, and to other persons mterested m 

the work of education i_n Iowa. 
As a matter of history we renew the list of those who have 

acted as presidents of the association, with the present address 
of those living, as far as we can learn it: 

YEAR. PLACE. P RESI DENT. LOCATED 'l'HEN. 

18M. 
Muscatine, *J. A . P jLrvin, Muscatine. 
Iowa City, 

1855. No meeting was held this year. 

1856. 
Iowa City, I ' J. L . Enos, Cedar Rapid s. 
Muscatine, l 

1857. 
Dubuque, ~ *D. F. Wells, Iowa State l)niversity. 
Iowa City, 

1858. Daven port, 2C. C. N estlerode, Prin. Union School, Tipton. 

1859. Washingto n, *F . Humphrey, Cedar Rapids . 

1!l60. Tipton , *D. F . . v"Vells, Iowa State University . 

1861. Muscatine, ~·A. S. Kissell , City Supt., Dawn port. 

1862. Mt. Pleasant, ' C. C. Nestlerode, City Sul)t. , Tipton. 

1863. Grinnell, 3M. K. Cross, Tipton. 

J864. Dubuque, •H. K. Edson , Denmark Academy. 

1865. Oskaloosa, ·x·o. Faville, Supt. :Public I nstruction. 

1866. Cedar l~apids , "L . F . Parker, Iowa College. 

1867. Des Moines, *M . M. Ingalls, Muscatine. 

1868. Keokuk, 0T. S. Parvin, Iowa State University. 

1869. Marshalltown, 7W. 11'1. Brooks, Tabor College. 

1870. Waterloo, 8J. Piper, City Supt., Manchester. 

1871. Council Blu1Is, •s. J. Buck, Iowa Coll13ge. 

1872. Davenport, IUS. N. Fellows, Iowa State University . 

1873. Iowa City, nL. M. Hastings, City Supt. , Ottumwa. 

1874. Des Moines, *A . Armstrong, City Supt., Council Bluffs, 

1875. Burlington, ~·J . H. 'l'hompson, City Supt., Des Moines. 

1876. Grinnell , 12C. P. Roger s, City Supt., Marshalltown. 

1877. Cedar Rapids, 18Phebe W. Sudlow, City Supt. , Davenport. 

18711. Marshalltown, 14Henry Sabin, City Supt., Clinton. 

1879. Independence, *W. J. Shoup, Prin. Lincqln School, Dubuque. 

1880. Des Moines, *R. G. Saunderson, City 'Supt , Burlington. 

1881. Oskaloosa, 15S. Calvin, Iowa State University. 

1882. Cedar Falls , 10R. A. Harkness, Parsons College. 

1883. Des Moines, 11L. L. Klinefelter, Co. Supt., Cerro Gordo Co. 

1884. Des Moines,· 18H. H. Seerley, ~Gi>ty Supt., Oskaloosa. 

-
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1885. Des Moi nes, 
1886. Des Moines , 
1 8~7. Cedar Rapids, 
1888. Des Moines, 
1889. Des Moines, 
1890. Des Moin es, 
1891. Deo 'Moines, 
1892. Cedar Rapids, 
1893. Des Moines, 
1894. Des Moi nes, 
1895. Des Moines, 

* Deceasecl. 
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"W. F . K ing, Cornell College. 
"''M. W . Bartlet t , Io wa S tate Normal School. 
"'L . T. W e ld , - c ity S upt., Nevada . 
" J . L . P ickard, Io wa State U niversity . 
'"Lottie E. Granger , Co. Supt. , Page Co. 
24J. McNaughton, City Supt. , Council B lu ffs . 
" H . H . F reer , Cornell College. 
20T . H. H acker, Co. Supt ., F r anklin Co. 
27 8'. B. Cooper . City Supt ., Des Moines. 
28 W. M. B eardsh ear , Iowa Agricultural College. 
'"R. C. B an e tt, Co. Supt . , Mitchell Co. 

Preseni Add i'Ci!S : 1. Enos. L<'h . 2. Fostor i:c. O hi o. 3. \V;H OJ· Ioo . 4. G rin ne l I. .>. 
Grinn e ll. 6. Cedar Rapids. 7. T abor . 8. Cli ieago. J II. U. Gri n ne ll 10. Fay­
ette . 11. I o wr• City . 12. Ma r s halltown . JO . Dn venpo l'1 •. 14 . D~s Moin es. J.; . 
Iowa City . 16 . Fai rfi olu . l'i. M:csu n City . 18. Cedar Fa lis . LO. lil t . Vem on. 20 . 
Ced a r Fal l:;. 21. Nevada. 2':3. Iowa City. 23. O wa to nna. Min n . 24 . P r <'S<'Ott. 
1\ riz. 25. Mt . V er n o u. 26 . H:Lm pton . ~7 . Des Moi nes. 28 . Ames . 29 . Osa )!e . 

Th e following is the program of the meeting which will be 
h eld in Des Moines the coming wi.nter: 

PROGRAM 
OF 

GENERAL ASSOCIATIO N 

F IRST DAY. 

TUESDAY. DECEMBER 31 , 1895 . 

E VE N ING . 

7:30-- Music. I nvoca tion. Music. 
Address of welcome-Hen. George G. Wl'ight, Des Moines . 
R esponse-President George A. Gates, Grinnell. 
President 's Address- County Superintendent 8.. C. Barrett, Osage. 
Music. 

SECOND ' DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 1896 . 

MORNING. 

9:00-Music. Invocation. 
Announcement of committees. 

' 
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Business. 
9::3o-Our common school system: 

Its defects-F . J. Sessions, W a terloo. 
Its rem edies- F . B. Cooper , Des Moines. 

Gener al discussion. 

-±1 

l0:30-Is the laboratory method of teach ing the natural 
average Iowa, h igh school feasible'? 

sciences in th e 

A ffirmative-H. A . L acey, She nandoah . 
Negative- 0 . E. French, Creston. 

Discussion: 
A ffi rmative- Inez F. K~lso , Atlan ti 
Negative-E mm a J . F ordyce, Ceclae Rapids. 

EVENI NG. 

7:30- Music. 
L ecture by Nicholas Mu r r·ay Buthw , of Columbia College , New 

York, President of the National Association in 1895. 
Music. 

THil\.D DAY. 

T H URSDAY, JANUARY 2 , 18 96 . 

~IOl~NING. 

9:00-Music. Invocation . Bu~i.n ess . 
T he benefi ts of th e townsh ip h igh school. I s i t desirable'? 

J . S. Shoup, Le Mar·s. 
Discussion : 

H. L . Cofl'een , Decorah . 
Geo. C . .l''r acke e, Sbueyville. 

9:30- Address by th e su pe rintendent of public instntetion, Hon. H enry 
Sabin. 

10:00- Mentally deficient childr en-generally termed " feeble-minded. " 
F . M. p owell, superinte nrlen t Iowa Institution for Feeble­

minded Child ren , Glenwood. 
Gener al di scussion . 

10:30-What can the leg i.olat lH'e do for our pu blic schools'? 
H on. J. B . Tre win , Lansing·. 

Discussion: 
Judge M. J. Wa , Io ,o;a Cit.y. 
Professor H . H. Freer , Mt. V ernon. 
Hon. C. A . Irwin , Sioux City. 
Wm. Wilcox , Des Moin es. 

11:15-How far should the college determine the course of study for the 
high school, and bow far· should the hig h school determine th e 
course pursued in the college? 

C. A. Schaeffer, President Iowa St ate University, Iowa City. 
Discussion : 

L T . \Veld, Nevada. 
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Thomas Nicholson, Mt. Ver·non. 
W, A. Deering, Tabor . 

AFTERNOON. 

2:00- R eports of committees : 
On nominations. 
On president 's addr es ' . 
On resolutions. 

Treasurer's repor·t. 
R eport of committee on necrology. 

2:30- Schoollibraries-how to establish and main tain them. 
S. K . Ste venson, J ow a ity. 

Discussion: 
0 . P . Bostwick , Clin ton. 
W. S. Wilson, Rock Rapids. 

3:00-Patriotism in our public school s. 
C. P. Col grove, Nora prings. 

Discussion: 
Lillian Lewis, West Liberty. 
E lizabeth P erkins, Sioux City. 

3 :30- Half hour among the kickers. 
(At liberty to kick at anything under t he sun. ) 

A . B. Warner, Harlan. 
W. A. Doron , Monticello. 
A . A. W eaver, W ebster City. 
A. V. Storm, Storm Lake. 
J. F letche r Brown, Indianola . 
A . R. Sale, Mason City. 
L. W. Parish, Cedar Falls. 

AUXILIARY ASSOCIATIONS. 

[Bl 

Since the date of the last report, four strong associations 
have been formed as auxiliary to the state teachers' association. 
The northwestern association held its first meeting at f;;torm 
Lake, May 24, 1 94, and its second at Sioux City, April 18, 1895. 
'rhe northeastern held its first meeting at Waterloo, November 

, 1894, and its second at Charles City, October 17, 1895. The 
southeastern met at Fairfield, February 14, 189;), and the south­
western at Council Bluffs, April 11, 1895. 

At these meetings the attendan<;e was far in excess of what 
might reasonably have been expected, being composed largely 
of teachers who seldom attend the state association in the win­
ter. In many cases boards have allowed their teachers to close 
the schools and attend these meetings without losing the day. 
Teachers in the country schools and the smaller villages have 
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availed therr..selves ::>f the advantages offered by these sectional 
meetings. At each of them a special section has been devoted 
to tne directors, and the interest shown by school officers has 
been very encouraging. 

There is no reason w by these associations may not become a 
permanent factor in th e educational forces of the state. So far 
from detracting fro m the interest a'nd attendance at the state 
association, they seem to in spire teacher s with a new zeal, and 
the meeting of that body in 189-t was by far the largest in its 
history. 

The widespread interest awakened by these as sociations in 
different parts of the state marks an era in the history of our 
schools. This interest h as reached far beyond the schools in 
our cities and towns, so that in many of our country schools we 
find the teacher following as far as possible the methods of the 
best schools. In many communities the people will not be 
satisfied with anything less. There is every evidence that this 
interest will incr ease rath€''' .than diminisl-. , during the corning 
year. 

The department of public "instruction has given its influence 
and active cooperation to encourage these meetings of teachers 
in each quarter of the state. The superintendent of public 
instruction has allowed no other engagement to interfere with 
his attendance. It is just aiso to the citizens of the cities in 
which these auxiliary meetings are held, to say that they uni­
furmly give the teachers a hearty welcome and provide gener­
ously for their entertainment and for all the accommodations 
necessary to make the meeting a success. In order to bhow 
the general trend of the papers and discussions, we publish a 
synopsis of the programs. 

M~ETING A T STORM LAKH:, :\fAY 24, 1894. 

GE NER A L ASSOCIATION. 

1. Discussion of country school problem. 
2 Should a national committee b<:l appointed to r e por·t on elementary 

schools? 
3. The cigarette habit amon g school boys. 
4. Lecture by superintend e nt of public instruction. 
5. Mean~ necessary to secure needed school legislation. 
6. How can we secure a supply of competent teachers? 

SECTION MEE'l.'INGS. , 

1. What should be ex pected from country school teacher·s? 
2. Helps for country school teachers, and how to get them. 
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3. How can we increa e the sala t"ies of count t·y teache rs? 
4. State course of study for count ry schools. 
5. R elat ive importance of la,nguage and arith metic. 
6. Desirable chan ges in t he present com·-es o.f study below the high 

school. 
7. H istory in the high school. 
8. Claim of th e hig h schoo l on th e t ime of t,h e pupil out of "Chool 

hours. 
9. How may we raise the stand ard of th e high schools and make thei e 

work more Luliform? 

WAT Et'tLOO, ' 0V8MBER 8, 1 9~ . 

GENEI:lAL ASSOCIA'l'ION. 

1. Outsiders ' v iews of what the public schools most need. 
2. Physica,l culture. Manual tr·aining . Civ il.: . Suppldme ntat·y r·ead-

ing. Schoolhouse sanitation. 
3. R eadin g: h ow, what, why ? 
±. Needed school leg is l ~tt ion and ways of obtain ing it. 
5. A r e the public dchoo ls accomplishing wllat m ay be reasnn ,,bly 

expected of them? What should the patron ex pec t'? What .'hou ld t h e 
t eache r expect? What may the taxpayer . who is not a patron , expeb ! Do 
the public schoob meet t hese expectat tons? 

6. Is it within th e p1·ovince of the h igh school to pr·epare pupil::; for 
college? 

7. The county in sti tu t e : P rom a count.y superintendent's standpflint: 
from a city sehoul man's standpoint; from a co untr y teache e's standpoint 

SECTIO~ MEETI NGS . 

l. I u mbe t· of studies for eac h pu pil, and length of r ecitation pel'iud. 
'> How much ·hould the teacher do for a pupil 's social life? The boy ·:; 

mother ? 
3. Eng·lish : what, and how muc h ; What becom es of th e sixth and 

seventh gr·ade boy? Rhetoricals in the g rades . 
4. Natur·e studs; is it~ fad? Kinde t•gaeten work in towns and villages : 

what is practieable·) \ iVhat professional recognition should primary 
t eac hers h ave? 

5. What should be expected of countr-y teachers: As to ed ucation; as 
to h ealth: as to spirit and pl'Ofessional tra ining·' 

6. R e lative value of the branches in th e common school course t o the 
avel'age countl'y pupil ......, 

7. What changes are desit·able in th e course of study below !t!e h ig·h 
school? 

8. How may the standard of Iowa high schools be l'aised !tnd be rnade 
more uniform'? 

ll. The condition of country schoolhouses . 
10. Rules for gove rning schools. 
11. Moral s uppol't school officer s should give teachers. 
12. The relation of a college to the community. 

1895 .] SUPI::HINTTW DE NT OF PlJBLIO I NSTHUCTJOX. 45 

rAIRFIELD, FEBl=tUARY 14, 1895. 

G EN ERAL ASSOOIA TION. 

]. it,y supervision . 
2. Duty of t h e board of dir·ector . Duty of th e superintendent. Duty 

of the princ ipal. 
3. Should public e xer<Jises in connection with high school comme nce­

ments be abolis hed'? 
4. Incentives to good work. 
5. Normal instruc tion. vVhat is practi cable·) How can w e obtain it for 

our teachers? 
6. Engli~b in th e p ublic schools. 
'· The im portance of r eading. 
8. S hould th e hi g h s :hool prepat·e for college·:' 
9. Child study. 

SECTION MEETINGS. 

1. The model schoolhouse. The director and the school. The supply 
of good teach er·s. Where can we get them·.' How shall we select the 
teacher? 

Y. . Country schools. In what do they excel? In what are th ey deficient'? 
;; , The supply of teachers for the schools of th e rural districts, 
4. Educational meetings in the country. 
5. The child ' s fir·st year in school. 
6. What ought to be accomplish ed durin g the first four years in school: 

I n r eading and language? In numbers? 
7. In the ah3ence of any special training, how may the te ach er of young 

childre n fit h erself for her wor·k? 
8. Individual instruction. Is i t p racticable i n th e graded school'? 
9. Science below th high school. What to teach in geography. 

Recommendations from the c.ommittee of t e n. 
lU. How muc h algebra should the high school graduate know·) Should 

algebra be taught i n the grammar school" In t he country school! 

COUNCIL BLUFFS, APRIL 11, 189:). 

GENERAL ASSOCIATION . 

1. Modem met!10ds in geog r·aphy. . 
2. Instruc tion in English . In the d istric t school. In the grades. In 

the high school. . 
3. Heating and ven tilation. 
±. School athletics. Con·elation and unifi cation· of studies. 
5: Self-pt·epat·ation in the absence of pt'ofessional training . 
6. The t eachin g spir·it. 'J h e teach e r in practical life. 
7. The ideal d istrict sch ool. A libeary in e ve t·y school roQm . 
8. Patriotism aud the schools. 

SECTION MEETINGS . 

l. School holidays. 
2. Supply of text-books . 
3. Is there a t enden cy to advance pupil beyond their capacity ·' 
4. W riting in pr·imary g rades . 
5. Uses of li terature in the grad es. 
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6. Discipline in the grammar grades. 
7. Rural school libraries. 
8. Educational meetings in the country. 
9. Nature study in the district school. 

10. R equiremencs for admiss ion to high school. 
11. The normal school question. 

• 

OTHER ASSOCIATIONS. 

It speaks well for the educational life of the state that eighty­
six counties have county associations of teachers, sixty-five 
report township meetings, fifty-seven have both township and 
county organizations, while six have neither. 

There were held in the di:ffer, nt counti.f's during the last 
year 1,098 educational meetings. If we include the larger 
associations, we have over 1,100 meetings in the interest of the 
schools as a summary of the work of this character for the last 
year. 'rhe r eport at the close of the last biennial period shows 
eighty counties having associations, thirty-one in which town· 
ship meetings were held, with a total of 68J meetings for the 
entir e state for the last year of that period. 

Thi s growth is the result of 1he active, energetic work of 
county superintendents. aided )Jy the enthusiastic and self.' 
denying labors of the teachers. They may well point to it with 
pride. It is to be regretted that there are any c9unties in the 
state in which no special educational meetings are h eld during 
the year. We hope the next biennial r eport will show than it 
every county the teachers are organized in some form for their 
mutual benefit. The helpfulness of these meetings cannot be 
overestimated. Not alone teachers are stimulated by them to 
greater effort, but the entire community takes on new life, as 
they are brought in closer contact with their e.chool interests. 

A dead teacher in a live community is out of place. A live 
teacher in a dead community becomes disheartened and fails to 
do good work. But with a dead teacher in a dead community, 
God pity the children. 

These small gatherings of teachers, school officers and 
parents, for mutual consultation and advice, are among the 
most useful educational agencies in the state. 

It also often happens that several townships unite in one meet­
ing, or several counties come together in an association . In 
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some counties regular meetino-s of scho 1 ffi . 
. o o o cers are main-

tamed. As a good sample of such a meet · · 
f . mg, we prmt the 

program o one held m October in Johnson county: 

F ORENOON PROGRAM. 

COMMENCING A'l' 10 O'CLOCK. 

Music. Silver Horn Quartette. 

Paper . . The Peopl~ .. Wh~t they have a right to expect of school officers 
Prof. W. A. Willis. Discussion· F A B k · · 
McKray, Charles Probst. · · · · erane ' J. H. Fisher, J. W. 

Address. School Sanitation and A rchitect ure p f J J M 
P B fi t f S h . . . · ro · · . • cConnell. 

aper. ene I so c ool VIsitatiOn by Sehool Officers . . . 
?iscussion: D. J . Shet ler, J . M. Mc.Faddon. . Samuel Lminger. 

Music. Onward_Roa~ing (.\fuller). s. u. I. Glee Club. 
Paper . Townsh1p H1gh Schools Tb · 1 

t p F . . mr va ue to the common school 
sys em. . ' . Schl'l'lmley. Discussion- F J p d"l G 
John Eggenberg . · · · u I ' eorge H unter, 

Paper. Moral Support School Officers Sho ld G · T 
'>iscussion: H . A. White S p F . wu · . Ive eachers. A lfred P ettis . 
. ' · · ry, Ilham Cochran w H c tt 

MusiC. Chorus by pupils of Iowa City G . . . S h ' . . . o er. ~ 
Letitia Grogan. I ammar c ool, directed by Misl• 

AF'l'ERNOON PROGRAM. 

COMMENCING A'l' 1:30 O ' CLOCK. 

. Music. Blow ,ve Winds (Straub), S. U. I. Glee Club. 
P aper. What constitutes a good school. E D J .. 

F h · t J b · · ones. Discussion : A p . u rmeJ s e r, o n P etsel, Bruce Patterson. . . 
Musw. Iowa City High School Quartette. 
Address. Th e American school. State S .. · t d 
p upe!ln en ent Henry Sabin 

aper. T eachers: Their appointment and d ismissal J C S . . 
cuss ion· A D Th · · · pencer. Dis-
~ . . ·. . omas, E . L . Bennett, J. F. R eynolds 

Ad r~ss. Distri?t Libraries: Their value to the school ~nd th 
mty. Supenntendent W. F. Cramer. e commu-

Paper. Needed school leg-islation s K St 
Ackerman, J. M. Thomas. · · · evenson. Discussion: George 

Music. Silver Horn Quartette. 
Business meeting . 
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STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

-

4 

NEW LEGISLATION. 

REPORT. 



STA')'E BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

As required by the act establishing a state board of examin­
ers we append a detailed ac-·ount of their expenses, and also the 
names of all candidates !.... whom certificates or diplomas have 

1
be-en issued during the last biennial period. 

~ve have also prepared a comparative table showing the 
examinations held, the number of candidates examined, the fees 
turned into the state treasury, and the expenses of the board 
during their entire existence. · 

While the present law is in the main satisfactory, it needs 
amending in several very important particulars. 

At their regular meeting in June, 1895, the board appointed 
three of their number as a committee to consider and report 
what legislation is needed to make the work of the board more 
effective. This committee consisted of President H. H. Seer ley, 
President C. A. Schaeffer, and Superintendent E. E. Blanchard. 

Their suggestions in the main are these: 

The boat·d should have power to employ a clerk, whose whole time 
should be given to this work, at ;1 salary of $1,000 and t raveling expenses . 
Such an officer should be competent to r ead many of the manuscripts, and 
to conduct examinations under the direction of the board 

The board should be empowered to issue to high school t eachers, special 
certificates, based upon the branches usually taught in the high schools of 
the state. They should also have authority to recog nize primary teachers 
of ability and success, and to g t·ant the m an examination mLlculated to test 
knowledge of the best methods of primary work. 

In the matter of revoking certificates, while the present law should 
stand. giving the county superintendent power to lodge a complaint against 
any teacher whom he thinks unworthy a state ~ertificate or diploma, a 
clause should be added giving the board power on their own motion to 
revoke a certificate or diploma, for any r eason which if known at the time, 
would have prevented the granting of the same. 

"\Ve believe these recommendations should be incorporated in 
• the law. The board. of exa"miners have not been an expense to 

the state. On the other hand, during the present biennial 
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period the receipts from fees have exceeded the expenses of 
the board by over $700. 

There is a manifest disposition among our teachers to work, 
first for the certificate, and afterwards for the diploma, which 
it is well to encourage. 

We are thoroughly satisfied that with the secretary asked 
for, to do the necessary work, the number of applicants would 
increase so that the state would be more than reimbursed for 
the additional expense of $1,000. It would r~lieve this office of 
that which is now something of a burden, and would vastly 
increase the efficiency of the work possible to be done by the 
examiners. 

There is a very great demand for special certificates. It is 
the custom to grant them in other states. It would help the 
high schools ar_...d would tend towards the selection of more 
ca.pable teachers. 

It is especially true in regard to primary teachers, that they 
have not the time to fit themselves for an examination in all the 
branches now required for a state certificate. Primary teach­
ing is an art, standing by itself and requiring special study and 
training on the p art of those who expect to succeed. Tnese 
teachers ask, as a matter of justice, that the board have the 
power to grant them deserved recognition. 

In the matter of revoking the certificate or diploma, as the 
law now reads, tbe board seem to be powerless to act, except 
upon the complaint of the county superintendent. Occasion­
ally r eports come to the attention of the board concerning the 
holders of these state papers, which ought to be investigated, 
and which if true would be g ood ground for a r evocation. But 
unless the county superintendent is willing to take the initia­
tive, the board at present see no way in which they can act. 
The addition to the law of the clause recommended by the com­
mittee would free the board from occasional embarrassment. 

We invite the earnest attention of the general assembly to 
these recommendations. 
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1895 .) 
SUPERINTEN DENT OF PUBL 

-\ 
PLACE OF HOLDING 

EXAMINATIONS. 

STATE DIPLOMAS 

DATE OF 
DIPLOMAS. 

NUMBER AP- DIPLOMAS ] 
PLICANTS. GRANTED. .,... 

"' \ ~ ~ Q) • ...... ,D 
rD ~ "' <'J s gj 
Q) d ~ s ::::! Q) 
~ s=< ol Ol I'« 
""" r'3. ;g R ~ 
~ ""' -- - 5000 

--- 894 8 2 8 2 - --- $ 5.00 
"' ·nes -- Jan. 1, 1189 ' 1 ------ 11 ----8- - --- - 45.00 Des enOl -- ----- A ug. 1, "' 8 

Cedar~alls --- - - · -- - Aug. 1,1894 1 2 9 -- - - 5500 
Des Molnes - - ----- - - Jan. 1, 1895 2 9 6 6 2 65.00 
Burling.ton . - - ------ J a n. J , 1895 8 6 9 10.00 

"'lo1nes - 8"~ ___ \ 2 ----- - ~ · · - 15.00 Des .).'. --- - - -- - May 1, 1 nu · -- 3 --- - 3 ----- - ---- 30.00 
Clinton -- --- - -- ·-- · Jul 1, 1895 2 4 
Cedar Falls - ------ -- A y 1, 1895 2 4 ---- - - -
Des MoineS- ------ -- ug . --23312 $ 275.00 

Totals - - - - - - - - --- · -·_:_-::__-::_:--_:_-~· L~2~5J__JJ3~l_I_~~--~..!--=-.!-C----
t- SUMM ARY. 

;;::: OF APPI I- CERTIFICA'l'ES AND ..g ~ 
NUMBE R ' ~ DI PLOMAS ISSUED. ..-< :> 

'l'l
'iO CAN:rs . -----:-~-- ~ ·~ 

K IND O F 'rES " - m <ll ,n ~ 
~ • 00 ~ ~ d en 

N I AL. 00 <'J ~ ~ S .;g ~ ~ 
~ 8 ..., ol Q) 0 z I'« 
ol Ol ~ ~ I'« E:-< -----

~ ~-----g\440 60 $ 1,410.00 -- . 216 284 500 181 25 54 2 275.00 
State certlficates ---- 2~ 31 56 23 31 - ---
State diplomas.- - ---~---~~ 62 $ 1,68:).00 

2·11 3\5 556 204 . 
Totals ------ .. 

Showing 

STATEMENT. 

- ·nations held by tJ:e Stat e 
record of ex:~;~ther with fees received. 

Board o f Examiners, 

CER'l'IFICATES 

NUMBE R \ CER'l'IFI- \ 
OF APPLI- CA'rES ,j ,j 

CAN'l'S~ GR AN'l'E:· ~ ·\ 

,n ~ ,n ~ 'S \ gs 
~ ~ ~ ~ .; ~ 
~ I'« ;g I'« ""' __ --- ----it --1-3 12 $12ooo 

--------~1,18M 31 1 ~ 1 3 3 16.50 
Des Moi nes . - ------- Aug. 1, 1894 1 

66 23 66 1 268.50 
Mt. Vernon -- - -- -- -" Aug. 1, 1894 2.4

3 6 3 6 ____ 27.00 
Cedar Falls-- - ---- -- Au<Y 1 , 1894 19 7 10 5 11 61.50 
IowaCitY-- ----- -- - - Au~· 1 18\:14 

7 3 4 4 27 00 
Des Mo~nes- - - ------ Sept. 1•, 1894 4 3 ____ 9 00 
Des ~omes .---- ---- Jan 1, 189~ -- --- - 3 ----2- 5 1 22.50 
Burlwgton - -------- ~ J 1 189<:> 2 

1
6
9 33 14 16 165 00 

d 0 k an. ' 44 R e II; - -- - - -- - - - · J an. 1, 18\15 

LD>N1 ATE OF CE"' 
PLACE OF HO "S 'l'IFICA T ES. 

EXAMINATION · 

Des Mo10es . . - - -- -
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NUMBER 
OF APPLI· 

CANTS. 
PLACE OF HOLDING DATE OF CER-

EXAMINATION. 'l'IFICATE. ----
-
,;, 

.,; 
~ 
ol 

~ 
Cedar Falls - -- - ------1

- - · ' 

Iowa City __ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ · · · · Jan · 1, 1895 
Clinton _ ---- Jan. 1,1895 
Mt. Vern~~--------- May 1, 1895 

5 
2 
3 
1 
4 Sioux City.~~~~ ~- - - · July 1,1895 

Cedar Falls - · -- July 1, 1895 
Iowa City.~~~:~---- July 1,1895 
Des Moines ---- July 1, 1895 
Des Moines·--·- - --- A ug. 1, 1S95 

Tabor-----~~~~~~~~~ ~:~~- i; ~~~~ 

42 
3 

15 
8 
5 

Totals ___ _ -------· 1 216 

Q) 

d 
~ 

r:<; 
--

10 
3 

17 
4 
7 

68 
6 

14 
13 
7 

284 

CERTIF­
CATES 

GRAN'l'ED. 

.,; 
Q) 

d 
~ 

---
5 
2 
3 
1 
2 

42 
a 

15 
7 
5 

181 

-

"' Q) 

d s 
Q) 

r:<; 
--

10 
3 

17 
3 
6 

66 
6 

13 
12 
4 

259 

DATE OF EXAMINATIONS. 

FOR S'l'ATE CERTIFICATES. 

[B1 

I 
.-d 
Q) .-d 

...... Q) 

:§ .!::; 
Q) ... <::> 

~ 
dl ... 
rn 

;:::> 
Q) 
<!> z r:<; 

-- ---- -
--- - $ 45.00 
---- 15.00 
-- -- 60.00 

1 13.50 
3 28.50 
2 327.00 

---. 27.00 
1 85.50 
2 60.00 
3 31.50 

60 $1,410.00 

Des Moines 1893. ----- ---- -- ---- -- - ----- - --- ... - ----- --- - -- -- - December 27, 28 

Mt. Vernon 1894. 
g:~~J:~~~-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ = ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~~ · · · ·-----· -----May 16, 17 
Iowa City _____ -_-_------- ___ _ --------~ ~- --- - -------.June 14, Hi 
Des Moines -- - ---- ·--- -- - - - --- - __ __ · - _____ ___ ___ June 27, 1'8 
Burlington_~·_~~-_-_-_-_-- - - - - -- ---------. ________ ~~~~~~~~---·-- -- ---- --June 26 
Red Oak____ __ _ - - -- -- ---------------- - -----Nove~b -- -3 - . . August 3, 4 
Cedar Falls ____ -- ---------------- - ------- - --- - ---- er NO, December 1 
Iowa City -- - ------------- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -- - -- - -- ovember 22, 23 

Des Moin~s-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_---- -_-_-_-_- ____ _ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~;; ____ ___ __ __________ December 26 27 

Clinton 1895. ' 

~~~~~~~~~~~:~~ = ~=~~~~~~~:~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~lg 
Iowa City --------- - ------ -- -- --. _ __ _ _ _ _ ------- - -- - -- . Apnl19, 20 

5,~'gf~~::::~- -:-: :-:_-_-_-_-__ -::::~~:~~:::::~:~:-~:~~~: ~~:~-::::: ~ ~--: i~~{~~ ~ 
---- - ---------------- - -- -- - - - Augu'St 29 'go 

FOR STATE DIPLOMAS. ' 

1893. 
Des Moines 

- - -- - -~- - --- - ----- - - - - --- --- - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - --- -December 27 28 

Cedar Falls 1894. ' 
~~~li~~t~!~~ ~~~ =~ ~~~: ~= ~~ =~ ~: :::: ~ ~ ::~: :: :~:: :~::: - - --· - - ----- -June 14, 15 
Des Moines __ -::--------------------- -.No~~~b~~--3-0- _D_June 27, 28 

- - - - - - - - -- ---- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , ecem ber 1 ________ _____ _____ December "6 27 

1895. ~ ' 

1895.] 
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STATE DIPLOMA. 

The state diploma is intended as a recognition of professional standing 
attained by long and successful experience. It is the presumption that 
those who hold these diplomas have entered upon teaching as a life work 
and are devot ing all their energies to the practice of their profession. The 
life diploma is received in any county of the state as an evidence of ability 
to instruct the children and youth. The fee, as fixed by law, is $5, one-half 

of which is returned to the candidate in cp:tse of failure. 

GENERAL DillECTIONS. 

1. In his registration blank the candidate will be required to certify to 
the fact th at h e has taught or studied the branches required by law for a 

2. He must produce evidence that he has been engaged in teaching at life diploma. 

least eight years, three of which have been in 1owa within recent date. 
3. He mu satisfy the board that he has a thorough knowledge of the 

subjects required for a state certificate. 
4. He must be a resident of Iowa at the time of application. 
5. The registration "blank and the thesis must be filed with the presi­

dent of the board at least thirty days before the date fixed for examination. 
6. The thesis must in eve:ry case be in the handwriting of the applicant, 

and should be between 3,000 and 4,000 words in length. 
7. The thesis will be examined by such persons as the board may desig-

nate and will be marked upon the following points : 
a. Choice and Arrangement of Subject Matter. 

b. English Language. 
c. Thought and Expression. 
d. General Appearance of Paper. 
8. It will assist the board in reaching a satisfactory conclusion, and 

will be of aterial benefit to the applicant if he files : 
a . Documentary evidence from standard r eputable educational institu-

tions certifying to the special scholarship of the applicant. The standing 
which the candidate attained in such institution, if certified to by the 

proper officer, may also be submitted. 
b. Documentary evidence showing the ability of the applicant to teach 

said required subjects. c. Documentary evidence showing the unqualified success and ability 
of the applicant as a superintendent, principal, or t each er . This evidence 

should be of as r ecent date as possible . 
d. The names of three persons at present engaged in educational work, 

to whom the board may write for further information if necessary. 
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I. GRADUATES OF STANDARD COLLEGES. 

Requirements of candidates who have taken a course of stud e uiva­
lent to those prescribed in the collegiate department of th t t y · q •t 
of Iowa. e s a e umversi y 

1. File registration blank and fee. 
2. File diploma and course of study taken. 
3. F~le thesis in own handwriting on a professional subject selected by 

the president of the board. 
4. Appear for examination at are 1 · · · · . . gu ar meetmg, and pass exammatwn 

m two subJects selected by hi lf f h , . mse rom t e group of subjects required by 
law for state di~lomas. The president should be notified of the subjects 
ehosen, at the time the thesis is filed. 

5. The board may also, at their discretion require an examination 
purely professional in its nature. ' 

II. CANDIDA'l'ES NOT COLLEGE GRADUATES 

but who have attained excellent rank as educators and hav~ held an Iowa 
state certificate, or a paper of equal rank. 

1. File registration blank and fee. 

2. File thesis in own handwriting on a professional subject selected or 
approved by the president of the board. This thesis must be filed thirty 
days before the board meetin o-

3. ;rake such examinatio:in at least three subjects required by law for 
state diplomas, as the board may designate. 

III. OTHER CANDIDA'l'ES 

who do n_ot apply under either I or II of this circular. 
1. File regi stration blank and fee. 
2._ File thesis on a professional subJ·ect 1 t d se ec ·e or approved by the 

president of the board, said thesis to be filed thirty days before the meet­
ing of the board. 

3: Take such examination in the subjects required by law for state 
certificates and state diplomas, as the board may designate. 

GENERAL. APPLIES ONLY 'l'O II AND III. 

Candidates who wish to inform themselves of what will be exacted 
make appl" t• f "d · may 

· 
1?a IOn or S~l mform~tion at the semi-annual meeting of the 

board prevtous to the t1me of takmg said examination by complyin o- with 
numbers 1 and 2. ' "' 

In all papers great importance will be attached to the use of the Encrlish 
language. "' 

DA'.rES FIXED FOR EXAMINATIONS FOR STATE DIPLOMAS 1895. 

June 25 and 26, at state capitol, Des Moines. ' 

~ec~mber ~1 and January 1, 1896, at time of state teachers' association. 
. 01E:-Graduates from the state normal and state university desirin 
IDformatwn should apply to the institution from which they o-raduated g 

All other official correspondence for the board must be w"I.th' th · 
dent. e presi-

HENRY SABIN, 

President Board of Examiners. 
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STATE CERTIFICATES. 

I. EVIDENCES OF SCHOLARSHIP. 

As evidence of scholarship the candidate must file his last count.,Y teach­
er's certificate and such diplomas as h e may possess. He must desig nate 
three persons of standing as educators who can vouch for his scholarship, 
and to whom the board can apply for personal official information. 

II. WRI'l'ING OF ESSAY. 

The candidate must write an essay in one and one-half hours at the time 
of the examination , upon some topic in didatics that will exhibit his pro­
fessional experience and ability as an educator, the topic being assigned by 
the examiner in charge, his selection being determined by the applicant's 
experience. 

III. WHITIN OF PAPER 

The candidate will also be assigned a topic in U. S. history at the time 
of the examination, on which h e must write a paper to be completed in one 
and one-half hours. This paper must be written out without delay, and 
cannot be copied. This will complete the examination in U. S. history, 
orthography, penmanship and English langnage, provided the other papet·s 
do not discr edit the qualifications of the applicant in the English language. 

IV. 'l'ESTIMO::-<IALS AND CREDENTIALS. 

1. Each candidate must file written official statements, prepared expressl_v 
wr tbe board, certifying- to the professional success and good mo.·al charac­
ter of the applicant. These must be ft·om 

a. One or mm·e county or city superintendents or other professional 
educators who know the applicant and under whose supervision he has 
taught. 

b. One or more school boards or directors for whom the candidate has 
taught, covering a period of three years' actual teaching. 

2. To be assured that the candidate is successful in instruction and in 
government, the board will hold the right to investi gate further until satis­
fied . 

V. LENGTH OF EXPERIENCE, AND VALUE OF CREDENTIALS. 

1. Three years' actual experience as a teacher, of not less than thirty 
weeks in each year, is required before th e board will ism<i' a certificate. 
Part of this time must be in Iowa, and the applicant must be a resid ent at 
the time the examination is taken. 

2. The possession of a diploma from an approved college or state nor­
mal school may, at the option of the board, be accepted in the place of a 
part of the examination in scholastic subjects. To r equest any such modifi­
cation requires the filing of the application, the fee of $3.00 and the Cl'eden­
tials, at least ten clays before the semi-annual meeting of the board. 

VI. PROGRAM OF EXAMINATION. 

The candidate must pass an amination according to the following 
arrangements of subj ects and time: 
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GROUP 1. Q~~~~d~s an;~e~~d. 
Grammar . ___ -- _____ -. ___________ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6 4 
Reading _____ - ____ __ ____ . _ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ __ 5 3 
Geography____________ __ _____ ______________ _______ 5 3 

GROUP 2. 
Civil Government of the United States-- - ---------
Civil Government of Iowa . ___ .. __ ___ ___ . _________ _ 
School Laws of Iowa. _____ ______ . ______ __________ _ 

GROUP 3. 
Arithmetic ____ ___ ___ _ .. _________________ . _______ _ 

Algebra---- - -- - -- -- --- - ------------ -- ---- - -------Book· keeping ___ ___ _________ ____ ____ _______ __ ____ _ 

GROUP 4. 
Physiology __________________ ______ ____ _______ ___ _ 
Botany ________ .. __ ___ _____ . ___ . ______ ___________ __ 
Physics ____ . . . __ __ . _ .... _ ... __ _________ _______ __ __ 

TIME SCHEDULE. 

FIRST DAY. 

A . M.-8:00 to 9:30- Essay on U. S. History. 
9:30 to 12:00-Group 1. 

P . M.-1:30 to 3:00-Didactics. 
3:00 to 5:00-Group 2. 

SECOND DAY. 

A. M. - 8:00 to 12:00 - Group 3. 
P. M.-2:00 to 4:00-Group 4. 

VII. OTHER SUGGESTIONS. 

5 
5 
6 

6 
6 
4 

6 
5 
5 

3 
3 
4 

4 
4 
2 

4 
3 
3 

1. Candidates are advised to arrive the day before, as allowance cannot. 
be made for late arrival, delayed trains, or for being out of physical and 
mental condition due to sickness or night travel. 

2. The examination in each subject will be restricted to the published 
program as to time. 

3. All necessary material will be ful'Dished each candidate at the time 
of the examination. 

4. Chapter 167, laws of 1882, as amended by chapter 22, laws of 1890, 
found on page 58, S. L. 1892, will supply much information not possible to 
include within this circular. 

DATES FIXED FOR EXAMINATION FOR STATE CERTIFICATES, '95. 

June 25 and 26, at state capitol, Des Moines. 
June 11 and 12, at state normal school, Cedar Falls. 
August 2 and 3, summer school of methods, Des Moines. 
December 31 and January I, 1896, at time of state teachers' association. 
Graduates of the state normal school and of the state university should 

address the president of the school. All other official correspondence for 
the board must be with the president. 

E. E. BLANCHARD, Secretary. 
HENRY SABIN, 

President B oard of Examiners. 

.. 
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RENEWAL OF STATE CERTIFICATES. 

I. HOLDERS OF STATE CERTIFICATES 

that procured them upon examination. 

59 

1. The applicant is required to fill out the application blank furnished 
by the department of public instruction and to pay the fee for said exami­
nation. 

2. The applicant is required to file the following credentials: 
a . Testimonials from his superintendent certifying to his present suc­

cess in instruction and in government, and also to the fact that his present 
phys; ... 1 condition, and m ental and moral character are such as to justify 
the board in granting him a renewal of his certificate. 

b . He must also furnish testimonials from the boards for which he has 
worked during the time he held his certificate, certifying that he is suc­
cessful as an instructor and as a disciplinarian. 

3. The applicant must appear before the board in person where attend­
ance may be required, and write a paper in didactics and take such other 
subjects as the board may require, but where the personal knowledge and 
acquaintance of the board with the applicant will permit, and where the 
first examination will justify, an original essay on an educational topic 
assigned by the president of the board may be substituted for personal 
presence at the examination. This paper must be in the handwriting of 
the applicant, and must show professional stndy and investigation. 

II. HOLDERS OF STATE CERTIFICATES 

given them under the law as graduates of the Iowa stnte normal school, 0r 
those holders of life certificates issued pl'ior to 1873, under the former law . 

1. All such persons in applying for renewal must file application as 
required, and the fee stated by law. 

2. In addition they must furnish testimonials from superintendents and 
from boards under which they have worked, during the life of the certifi­
cate formerly held, that they are successful in government and in instruc­
tion, and that their physical condition and mental and moral character at 
the present time, fit them for doing public school work. 

HENRY SABIN, 
Presiden. Board of Examiners. 

CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS ISSUED UNDER THE PRESENT 
LAW, B Y BIENNIAL PERIODS . 

c-.i ..0 ,..: ci .....; c-.i ..0 
KIND OF 'l'ESTIMO· 00 00 00 00 0> 0> 0> 

d. I I I I d. I TOTALS . NIAL. .... <0 00 0 .... 
00 00 00 00 0> 0> 0> 
00 00 00 00 00 00 00 ,.... ,.... .... ,.... ,.... .... ,.... 

------------ ------- --- - -- - ----------
State certi"cates . __ ____ 7 9 53 141 238 252 440 1,14.0 
State diplomas _____ ____ . --- -- - - 38 44 52 38 54 226 

-- -- - -- ------ - - - - - - - ---
Totals .. .. --- - 7 9 91 185 290 290 494 1,366 
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RECEIVED I N E X AMINAT ION F EES. 

·r:i ,..: ci ,..... c,.; .,.; 00 "? 00 0> 0> 0> ....!. I I ... ~ I .,.; <0 00 0 .,. 
0> TOT AL. 

00 00 00 0> 0> 0> 00 
00 00 

~ 00 00 00 -< 
..... ..... ..... ..... ..... 

* $ 42.00 $ 33.00 $ 766.00 $ P56.50 $1,140.00 $1,282.00 $ 437.00 $4,556.50 
PAID FOR EXP ENSES . 

c,.; .,.; ,..: ci ,....; c,.; .,.; 00 00 "? "? 0> 0> 0> ~ ;)j I I .J .,.; <0 00 0 <>'I 0> T O'I.'AL. 
00 00 00 0> 0> 0> 00 
00 00 00 00 00 00 00 ,...., 
,...., ,...., ,...., ,...., ..... ..... ,...., 

* $237.05 $72.55 $.'318.12 $539.50 $786.92 $549.8 t 
* From July 1 to Sept ember 30. 

$964.95 $8L30 $3,550. 20 

SUMMARY. 

Number of cer tificates issued to Se ptembe r 30, 189.'3 __________ __ _____ 700 
Number of cer t ificates issued period ending- September 30, 1895_ ____ 440 

Total number issued _____ _____ ___ ____ ___ ______ ____ ___________ _ 1,140 

Expired by lim itation ______ _________ _____ __ ______ _______ .. _____ __ ___ _ 305 

Number in force September ilO, 1895 ______ __ . _ _ __ __ __ __ _ _ __ ____ R.'35 

N umber of diplomas in force September .'30, 1893___ _______ ___ __ ___ ___ 172 
Num ber of diplomas issued period ending September 30, 1895 .... _ _ _ _ 54 

Total number of diplomas in force September 30, 1895_ _______ _ 226 

ST A1'EME NT. 

0 { the expenses o f the State Board of Examiners fi-om October 1 , 1893, 
t o October 1 , 18 95. 

WARRANTS I SS UED AND TO W HOM. 

F rom October 1 to December 31, 1893. 

A MOUN 1' . Alice L . H eald ______ ______ ____ - --- - __ __ ______ ____ _______ _________ . $ 16.00 
A. W. McPherson_ . _______ __ ____ ______ _____ __ __ _____ __ ____ _ ·__ ___ _ 11.52 

Total ___ _____ _______ ______ __ _________ __ - - -- -- - - - - __ _____ ___ . $ 27.52 
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From J a n uary 1 to December 31, 1894. 

H . H . Hahn . -- ------ ---·-- - -- --- -- -- - ---- .. ------- --- - - - - - - ---- - - __ $ 1.10 
110 20 
167.96 
63.09 

2.20 
12 70 
6.00 

74.50 
12 25 

A . w. McPherson . --- - ---- --- --- - - - - - -- - - - -- ------- - ---- - -- - - - - - -

~.'~~~~~~;[":"noll::~::;:;~~~~~;;~ ; ;~;~~~ ~ ;; ~ ; :;:;:; ~ :;;::::~:: : 
c. A. Schaeffer - - -- - - -- - - - - - -- --- ---- - - - -- - - - - - -- -- - --- - --

Total - -- -- --- - - - --- - - -- - - - - -- - - -- - - - · -- ---- --- - - - - -- - - - __ ___ $ 450.00 

From J anuary 1 to September 30, 1895 . 

A lice H . Mendenbal -- - --- - --- --- -- - -- - - - - - - - · ---- ---- --- --l _____ __ $ 182.57 
216.46 E. E. Blanchard--- - - - -- --- -- --- - - -- -- ------ - -- - -- -- -- -- - - -- - - - - -­

Minnie D. Nash __ -- - - --- - -- -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- · - - ----- - -- 6.00 
10.10 
24.00 
12.30 

H. H . Seer ley . - ---- -- -- - -- - -- - --- - - ------- - --- - - - ... . --- -- ---- - -- -
c. A. Schaeffer- ---- -- -- - -- ---- -- -- - - - - - - ----- - · - - - - - - -- - - -- --- ---­
w . F . Giessemann - -- - - - - ---- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - --- -- - ------- -- --
J. G. l\1c Alvin _____ ________ __ _____ _______ . __ ____ _______ _____ _ 6. 00 

12.20 B. W . Bowen .. - -- - - --- - --- - - ------- - -- -- -- ------- --- --- --- - - -----

'£otal - - -- -- ----- --- -- -- -- - - - - -- -- - - - - - - - - ----- - -- ------ - - -- -$ 469 63 

STATE CERTIFICATES. 

DA'I.'E OF 
CF.R'l'IFICATE. 

'1.'0 WHOM I SSUED. 

December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
De cember 
December 
Decembe1· 
December 
De cember 
December 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January4 

29, 1893 E. ~ . Y . Culbertson - --- --- -- - --- - - --
29, 1893 John G. Grundy - -- - - - ----- --- - ---- --
29, 1893 K a te M. Jones ___ ____ -- --- - --- - -- - - --
29, 1893 Clam Winget -- ---- ---- --- - - - - -- ----
29, 1893 Edward H. Griffin ___ - --- - ---- -- -- -- -
2~. 1893 Mary E B ech ly - -- - - --- - --- -- -- - - -- -
29,1893 E lizabeth Burgess_- - - -- - --- - -- - - - --- -
<::9, 1893 Sher man M. Coddmg ton ___ ______ __ _ _ 
2\J , 1893 E mma 0 . Engel __ ____ __ -- - - - - - - -- - -
29. 1893 Alice Foster ______ ___ _____ __ __ __ __ __ _ 
29, Hl93 Nellie Johnson -- - -- - - - - - --- · --- - ----
29, 18!J3 Agnes Sullivan------ --- ---· - - - - --- - .. 
1, 1894 William F . B arr . \ . ___ __ ______ _____ __ 
1, 1894 Char les 0 . Carter - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1, 1894 A Emmett Day- - -- -- - -- - - - ---- - - - --
1, 1894 :M~rtha C. F r-itschel ___ ___ _______ __ _ _ 
1, 1894 A mberry Farnsworth __ ____________ _ _ 
1, 1894 Sara L . Garrett . - - - -- - - -- - -- -- - - - - -- -
1 1894 Lewis D. Jackson -- -- - - - --- - -- -- - ----
1' 189-! Wi.lliam J . J erome --- - - - - ------ -- - - -

\ 189 Frank Jarvis ___ - --- - - ---- - --- - -- --

COUNTY. 

Greene . 
Wright. 
J effer son . 
K eokuk. 
K eokuk. 
Poweshiek. 
Howard. 
B lack Hawk. 
Muscatine . 
Osceola. 
Mitchell. 
Dubuque . 
Butler . 
Ja~per. 
P olk. 
Ulayton . 
P olk. 
Ca rroll. 
C: linton . 
Hancock . 
Ida. 
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STATE CERTIFICATES-CONTINUED. 

DA'l'E OF 
CER'l'IFICA 'l'E. TO WHOJII ISSUED. COUNTY. 

January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
J:'tnuary 
Januar-y 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
Augu;:;t 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
Aug ust 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
Aug·us t 
August 
August 
~ugust 
~ugust 
\.ugust 
l..ugust 
l..ugust 
~ugust 
lugust 
,ugust 
,ugust 
.ugust 

1. 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 

J. S . LePage------------- - --------- - Mills. 
Volney W. Macy ------- ---- -- --- --- - Mahaska. 
Ernest C. Meredith _________ _________ Mahaska. 
Melvin G. Meister ________________ ___ Black Hawk. 1, 1894 

1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 189-! 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1 94 
1, 1894 
1, 189! 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
I , 1894 

Lucinda E. Nash _____ .. _________ . _.. Jackson. 
S. G. Richards . ___ .. ____ __ .. ________ Jasper. 
W. 0. Reed -- ----------- -- - - -------- Marshall. 
William W. Rodwell ________________ Polk. 
Eugene W. G. Vogenitz ---------- - -- Worth. 
Retta Wood. ______ _______ .-- ______ __ Shelby. 
SamuelS. Wright_ ___ __________ __ ___ Keokuk. 
S . 1''. Fieste1· ---- - --------- ---------- Bremer. 
Charles R euben Keyes _________ ______ Linn. 
Lydia J. Rolston-------------------- Marshall. 
Miranda Scoville --- --- ______________ Grundy. 
Mae Wolfe-- --- ---- ------- -- -- --- -- - Benton. 
Mary Scott __ ___ ___ ------ ________ ____ Sac 
Oliver M. Harvey ___ __ ___ ____________ Adair. 
Fannie Katharine Laird __ _______ __ __ Buchanan. 
Etta L . Brooks-------- - -------------- Floyd. 
Mary Bright Achenbach .. ___________ Tama. 
E lmer E . Amsden -- -- - -------------- Ca~s . 
Owen Jesse McManus ---- ---------- - B la <!k Hawk. 1, 1894 

1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 189! 
1, 189-! 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1' 1894 
1, 189-l 
1, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, 1891 
I , 189-! 
1, 189! 
1, 1894 
1, 189-! 
1, 1 94 
1, 1894 
1, 18\14 
1' 1894 
1, 1894 
J, 1894 
1, 1894 
1, I894 
1, 1894 
1, 189! 
1, I894 
1, 1894 

Ella L eibrock ____ . .. ________________ Clayton. 
Geo. W. Curtis, J r ___ .. __ . _ .. _ .. _____ . Jones . 
John Raoul Byers _____________ ______ Kossuth. 
John Henry Fellingham __ ___ _____ __ Crawford. 
Wm. E. Long ___ _______________ __ ___ Cerro Gordo. 
Liz>ie M. Frye __ ___ ______ ___________ Scott. 
Cynthia C. 'l'itus - - ---- ------ ---- -- . Linn. 
Ada May Han·ison .. ____ _ . __________ Lee. 
Cora A. Stone . ... __ . . .. ___ .. __ .. __ . __ .. Delaware. 
Agnes Ethel Heightshoe ___ _________ Dallas. 
Laura D. Perkins .. ____ __ _______ ____ Ringgold. 
Agnes N. BoaL ___ ___ ____ __________ _ Cerro Gordo. 
Fannie A . Beckwith __ .. ____ .... _ ... .. ___ Clinton. 
Carrie Francis __ .. ________ . ___ . _ _ _ _ Madiaon. 
Harriet A . Stinson _ .. ___ ____________ Montgomery. 
Angie Jane Elder ________ __ ______ ___ Sioux. 
E. t:lophia Hieber _______ ___ _________ Black Hawk. 
Jacob Otto B elz ___ __________ ________ Black Hawk. 
Sallie Van Metre __________ ------- ... . Benton. 
E3tella M. Harding .... __ . __ __ .. _____ Clayton. 
Samuel Younkin __ ________ __ ________ Washington. 
Edith Roberts ... _______ _ ---- -------- Washington. 
William Collins . .. _ .. __ ______ _ .... __ . Benton. 
Bertha Lucille HilL _______________ _ Webster. 
Jennie Halling by _____ . _______ ______ _ Mitchell. 
Mabel Shearer---------------- - ---- Montgomery. 
Marie Ella Maguire .... _____ ______ __ _ Cherokee. 
Clara E . Dodd _ .. _ .. _. ___ . _____ . _ __ _ _ Jackson. 
Olive Mona Taubman ________ _____ __ Clinton. .. ugust 

.ugust 

.ugust 
ugust 

1, 1)194 
Carrie C. Rule ... _ ... __ ... ___ . ___ . ____ .. Polk. 
Kit tie Maher. ____ .. _______________ ... Webster. 
F. l\1. Allen _____ ____________________ Mitchell. 1, 1894 Kit tie M. Howard _. __________ ._____ _ Sac. 

1895 . ) SUPERINTENDENT OF PUB LIC 1 rsTRUCTION. 63 

CEI:>T!F[CATES-CON'l'INUED. STATE "' 

DATE OF 

CER'l'IFICATE. ~---------------~~ Mitchell. 
--------=-1,-1::-:8:;;9~4 Ji'th lyn Davies.. ------=== Story. 
August 1394 J e nnie Harper_ ___ _________ ___ ___ Jetierson. 
August ~; 1894 Clara B. Whitmore _____ ____ ___ ====~ Cherokee. 
August 1, 1394 Margaret MontgomerY------===-- - -- Black Hawk. 
August 1894 Clara M. Bedford___________ ---- - Linn. . 
August ~; 139~ Maurice R. Ha~sel.--- ·------ · __ _ Pottawattamie. 
August 1894 Louie B. Morris.-- --- -- ----- - ·-- Chickasaw. 
August ~; 1394 Blanche Perr:y------------------===: Bremer. 
August 1, 1894 .'yra E. Martm ___________ ___ ===--- - Harrison. 
August 894 Eleanor Wood_______ __ __ Harrison. 
August ~; ~894 Ezra E. Crane _____ ____________ __ ___ _ Iowa 
August 1894 Frances Cross.--- --- --- --------- Bremer. 
August 

1
• 89~ Fannie J. Archer . ~------------·-=== Calhoun. 

August ~ ; ~894 Emma Frances Alhson ______ __ ______ Winneshiek. 
August 1 1894 Lizzie Greer---- ----------------- _ Montgomery. 
August 1; I894 Frances Stewart ...... ____ _______ __ Cedar. 
August I894 H. E. Blackmar ________ ---------- Linn. 
August 1, 894 Elsie Irene Arnold ___ ____ ____ __ __ === Lee 
August i; i89-l Zuba H. Tibbetts_________________ Shelby. 
August 1 1894 Lena T Shannon ___ ________________ Clayton. 
A ugus t ' Florence Rose MarshalL ______ ______ Wapello. 
August 

1
' ~~~! Beniah Dimmitt ________ ____________ Lee. 

August 
1

• 894 Ida Montalow Sala __ ____ ____ _________ Mitchell. 
August i; i 894 Justus H. Stuckrath ________________ Black Hawk. 
August · 1, 1894 Nora May Vaughan ________________ Gr·undy. 
August 1, 1894 Cora Etta Taylor ___ _______ ________ Keokuk. 
August 1, 189-! M. Elizabeth Wyant ______ ___ _______ Jackson. 
August 1, 1894 Hilda G. Lundeen ______ _____________ Keokuk. 
August 1, 1394 Anna Morgan __ __ ___ ______ ________ __ Poweshiek. 
August J , 1894 Mary Je_annette Palmer _______ ====== Blaek Hawk. 
August 1, 1394 Mary Hteber --- - -------------- _____ Black Hawk. 
August 1, 1 '94 Clara Atwood Boss .. ----------- Black Hawk. 
August 1, 1894 Clarence A . Draper _______ ______ ____ Mahaska. 
August 1394 L ena Br·own _____ c·· ; -- -------------- Bremer. 
August I , 4 Rosa Elizabeth MagilL _____________ B lack Hawk. 
August i; i~~4 .Mat·garet Cunningham . ---- -------- Black Hawk. 
A ugust I 1894 I saac N Eaton -- - - - ---- ------ -- Greene. 
A ugust 1; 1894 c F. Curtis ____ _____ ---------------- Gr·eene. 
August 894 Geo. Franklin Thompson _____ _______ J efferson. 
August {; }894 Elizabeth Rhoda Jon es __________ ____ Black Hawk. 
August 1, l894 Ella M. F01·d ----- --- -- - ------------- Grundy. 
Aug ust 1, 1'194 Lucy Jane Sweetser ____________ ==== - Mahaska. 
August 1, 189-l N . Emma England____ ___ ______ _ Johnson. 
August . 1894 Emma J. Randall ___________________ _ Wright. 
August i; 189-l R. B. Daniel ---- ------------ -- ----- - Marl:ihall. 
August I , 189-1, Georo-iana Scurr--- - ------------- -- Clayton. 
August 1, 1894 Lest~· Eugene Johnson .. - - - .. ------- .. Appanoose. 
August I, 1894 Almeron J. Stone -- ----------------- Howard. 
August 1, 1894 Olive A ugusta Grobel __ ____________ _ Shelby. 
August 1394 Dorthea Jensen - -- ------------ · - - -- Wayne. 
August 1, William Lewis Dougherty- - - -------- Cherokee 
August 

1
• i~~! John B. Morris ..... ----------------- Shelby .. 

August i; 189-1 Olaf Jacob Morgenson _______________ L ee. 
August 1, J894 Cyrus H. Morril~-------------------- Mal'ion. 
August 1, 1894 Frank W. Shultis - ------- - ---- - ---- I Linn. 
August 1, 1894 U. D.•Runkle __ ____________ -------August 

TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY. 

• 
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STATE CERTIFICATES-CON'I.'INUED. 

DATE OF 
CERTIFICATE. 

May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
June 
June 
June 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
J uly 
July 
J uly 
July 
July 
. July 
. J uly 
July 
Jul.v 
J uly 
. July 
July 
.July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
J'uly 
July 
July 
July 

1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 18U5 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
5, 1895 

24, I895 
24, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
l, 1895 
l , 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1. 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
I, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
I, 1895 
I , 1895 
I, 1895 
1, 1895 
I, 1895 
I, 1895 
1, 1895 
I , I895 
I, 1895 
I . I895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
I, 1895 
1, 1895 

TO WHOM ISSUED. 

Millie Palmer Nirma Palmer· - --- -- - ----------- -----
Laura Talitha P~s~~i = = = =- --- -- -- ---­
Delia Reille - -- - -- -- -- - -
Celesta F. S~ho-~~~;. ---- -------------
Mary Schoenee ____ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ = ~ ~ = = ~~ == =: 
Emilie Seltzer ___ __ ____ ______ ___ _ 
Otelia A . Skoog- ___________ ____ __ ----
Emma May Wright .. ____ ____ __ --==== 
Wilbur H. Bender ______ ____ ___ __ ___ _ 
Chancellor J . Brower ___ ____ ______ _ 
Herbert G. Lamson ·- - --- --- -------== Will J . S. Brown _____ _____ _____ ____ _ 
Ethel Fair lamb __ ____ __ __ _______ ___ _ 
Lura Hanna .. ____ ________________ __ _ 
Lenna May Huffman . .. ___ _________ _ _ 
Mary Edith Hatch. __ __ __ __ _______ __ _ 
Eliza beth Louise McCuskey ________ _ 
Myrta Richardson. ___ ___ ___ _____ ___ _ 
Alice A. Roberts ___ ____ ____________ _ 
May Van Dorn .. ___ ___ ____ __ ______ _ _ 
George G. Washburn .. ______ _____ __ _ 
Harriet Porter W est. _____ _ . _______ _ 
May Adams ______ __ __________ __ ____ _ 
Maude Ferrel Anderson _____ _______ ·_ 
Austin A. Baker. ______________ ____ _ _ 
Bertha May Beard _________ __ ___ ___ _ 
Myrtle C. BelL ___________________ .. 
Charles Benson __ ________ __ _________ _ 
Everett P . Bettenga __ __ ______ __ ____ _ 
Henrietta E. Brayton. ___________ ___ . 
Vlasta Brhel ________________ _______ _ 
May A. Brown ________________ __ __ __ 
Charles E. Buckley _________________ . 
Ethel Agnes Burns ___ __ ______ ______ _ 
George L. Bush yager _________ .. __ _ _ 
Norma Gertrude Butterfield. ___ ___ .. 
Ammon Oliver Christopher ____ . _. __ 
Ella May Clark ______ __________ .. ___ _ 
Eugene G. Clark _____________ ___ ____ _ 
Ed win G. Copeland ________________ .. 
E. P. Cunningham. _____ ___ _________ _ 
Harriet Amaret Cunningham. ____ . __ 
Edith H. Curtis---------------------Lillian Dale_------ ________ __ __ ___ __ _ 
William T. Davidson _______ _______ _ _ 
Lulu Davies ____ -- ------- - -----------
Debbie Davis .. _______ ---------- - ---
Emma C. DeGroff __ ______ _________ __ _ 
A. G. DeHart. ______________________ _ 
John Frederick Doderer. _______ _. ___ _ 
Cora Leona Ebersole _________ ______ _ 
Ernest D. Ede ______________________ _ 
Louisa Elderkin ______________ ______ _ 
Lizzie M. Ellis _____________________ _ 

Clarissa A. Ensign------------------

COUNTY. 

Clinton. 
Clinton. 
Clinton. 
Clinton. 
Clinton. 
Clinton. 
Clinton. 
Clinton. 
Clinton. 
Carroll. 
Appanoose. 
Cass. 
Linn. 
Lyon. 
Jones. 
Linn. 
Lyon. 
Monona. 
Woodbury. 
Woodbury. 
Monona. 
Sioux. 
Story. 
Clay. 

[Bl 

Shelby . 
Cedar . 
Warren. 
Wapello. 
Harrison. 
Grundy . 
Harrison. 
Marshall. 
Shelby. 
Shelby. 
Plymouth. 
Franklin. 
Delaware. 
Black Hawk. 
Hamilton. 
Boone. 
Jefferson. 
Black H a wk. 
Jones. 
Butler . 
Story. 
Taylor. 
Jackson. 
Mitchell. 
Polk. 
Van Buren. 
Winnebago. 
Calhoun. 
Delaware. 
Black Hawk: 
Fremont. 
Butler. 

,. 

• 
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STATE CERTIFICATES-CONTINUED. 

DA'l'E OF 
CER'I.'IFICA'I.'E. 

July 
J uly 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
J uly 
July 
July 
July 
J uly 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
J uly 
July 
J uly 
J uly 
July 
J uly 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
J uly 
J uly 
July 
July 
J uly 
J uly 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 

1, 1895 
1, 1S95 
1, 1895 
1, I895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1' 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, I895 
1, 1895 
1, 1S95 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
I, 1895 
I , I 895 
1, I895 
1, 1895 
I, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
I , 1895 
1, 1895 
I , 1895 
I , I895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
I, 1895 
1, I895 
I , 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
I, 1895 
1, I895 
1, 1895 
I, 189;) 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, I895 
I, 1895 
I, I895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
I, I895 
1, I895 
I, I8\'l5 
1, 1895 
I, 189) 
I, I895 
I, 1895 
1, 1895 

'1'0 WHOM ISSUED. 

Albeet Francis E wer s . ______ __ __ ____ _ 
James Townsend Fackler __ ___ __ ____ _ 
Adeline L . Fellingham ---- -- ----- --· 
James E. Fitzgerald-- - -- -- ---- -- -- - -
Blanch e Marion Fort . ____ ____ ______ _ 
Emma Louise F unk .. __ ___ ____ __ __ _ .. 
George Galloway _________ .. ____ ____ _ 
B. Esma Galt _______________________ _ 
Adella J. Gibson _________ ------- ___ _ 
E llis T Gilbert. __ _______ ___ ___ ___ __ _ 
A r thur :M. Gray _. __ _______ _______ __ _ 
John W. GrimeS--- -- -- - - --- --- · . . .. . 
Abbie Ruth Gunn - - ---- --- --- -------A my Hahn ___ ________ ___ ____ ___ ____ _ 
Bessie HalL ___ __ . ______ ___ ___ ______ _ 
J ennie E. HalL- __ __ __ - ______ _ - . __ -_-
Julia I Halsey _____ - ____ _____ ______ _ 
Katie Harrod . _- --- . . _____ ______ __ __ _ 
Lillie Mae Held_· -- - -- ------ ---- ___ _ 
Hettie W Hibben _____ _________ ____ _ 
Orrin E. Hibbs----·--- --- ----- -----· 
Carrie B. Hickman . ____________ . ___ _ 
Libbie E. Hieber--------------------
Mina Hughes . . __ --_ - __ ___ _ --- --- __ _ _ 
James H erbert Kelley - - - --- ---- - - ---
Upton B . Kepford __ .. __ ___ . ___ . ____ _ 
E mma C. Larkin ____ ____ ____ ___ ____ _ 
E dward J. Leonard ______ ____ __ ___ __ _ 
Minnie ~rack __ ________ _____ _______ _ _ 
Margaret E Mackin _________ ____ ___ _ 
Elizabeth Maclean . _________ _____ __ _ _ 
Carlton C. Magee ____________ -- -- - - --
Emma Susan Mantz ________ .. __ ___ _ _ 
.:. ··lu Marsh . ___ ___ __ ____ ________ ___ _ 
Alice J . Mason _______ ___ ____ ___ ____ _ 
Nellie Maynard - ---------------- -- --
Geor ge Everet McCammond. ___ ____ _ 
Benjamin McKeen __ ________ ___ ___ _ _ 
Andre w Jackson Miller __ ____ ___ ____ _ 
Nellie F . Miller------- - ------ · -- ----
Arthur G. Morey. __ _______ __ _______ _ 
Herman A. Mueller - -------- · -------
Coea Esthee Munro ______ _______ ____ _ 
Della Frances Northey ______ ___ ____ _ 
Cora Dell Patterson ______________ __ _ 
Roxy M. Peterson. __________ __ _____ . 
Gordon W,. Randlett·- - - -- ------------
Bloomer B. Rice __________ ____ _____ _ 
Mary B. Richardson. ______ _______ __ . 
Mary H. Ripke ... .... ... _____ __ . ___ _ 
Etta Anna Robinson _______ ______ ___ _ 
Ida Mae Robison _____ .. __ __ . _______ _ 
Erdena Rose--- - -------------------­
Mary Rourke - ----- ----- ---- --------W. Ross Sandy _________ ______ __ ____ _ 
John H. Schroeder . ___________ _ . ___ _ 

COUNTY. 

Monroe. 
Calhoun. 
Crawford. 
Carroll. 
Wright. 
Buchanan. 
Lee. 
Tama. 
Cass. 
Pottawattamie. 
Audubon. 
Harrison. 
Lee. 
Clinton. 
Story. 
Woodbury. 
Jones. 
Poweshiak. 
Plymouth. 
Benton. 
Black Hawk. 
Linn. 
Black Hawk. 
Montgomery. 
Black Hawk. 
Buchanan. 
Bremer. 
Dallas. 
Black Hawk. 
Buchanan. 
Cass. 
Benton. 
Keokuk. 
Jasper . 
Jasper. 
Bremer . 
Black Hawk. 
Black Hawk. 
Black Hawk. 
Montgomery. 
Bremer. 
Madison. 
Butler. 
Dubuque. 
Cass. 
Harrison. 
Mitchell . 
Shelby. 
Jackson. 
Black Hawk. 
Black Hawk. 
Chickasaw. 
Black Hawk. 
Dubuque. 
Calhoun. 
Dubuque. 
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DATE OF 
CER'l'IFICA TE TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY. 

-------1-------------- -------
ruly 
ruly 
ruly 
ruly 
ruly 
iuly 
iuly 
·uly 
iuly 
·uly 
·uly 
·uly 
·uly 
·uly 
·uly 
uly 
uly 
uly 
ul.y 
uly 
uly 
·uly 
ul y 
uly 
·uly 
·uly 
~ugust 
'..ugust 
~ugust 
l,.ug ust 
l,.ug ust 
~ugust 
l,.ug ust 
~ugust 
~ugust 
~ugust 
~ugust 
l,.ugust 
~ugust 
~ ug ust 
\ugust 
~ugust 
~ugust 
l..ugust 
l..ugust 
l..ugust 
\.ugust 
l..ugust 
~ugust 
\ugust 
~ugust 
l..ugust 
~ugust 
l..ugust 
leptem ber 
leptember 

1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1 95 
1, 189) 
1, 1895 
1. 1895 
1, 1 95 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
] , 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1 95 
1, 1895 
1, 18\15 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
] , 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1805 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 
1, 11-195 
1, 1895 
1, 189-1 
1, 1895 
1, 1895 

G uy Hurlbut Scobey __ __ _____ ________ Butler. 
Blanch e Simmons _____ _______ ____ ___ Mahaska. 
Willi.amE Snider _____ ___ __ _____ __ __ Black Hawk. 
Alice L . bt . John -- - -- __ --- -- -- - ---- Mitchell. 
H elen Adele St. J ohn ---- -------- -- - Mitchell. 
Ettie D Strong --- -- -------- ---- ---- Pocahontas. 
Orpha Thayer _______ __ ____ ---- ------ Cass. 
Michael H. Thielen - ---------- -- -- - - Black Hawk , 
George Dell Thom pson _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Geeene . 
Cassius E. TooL - _: --- _____ ___ ___ _ _ _ _ Hard in. 
Adelaide Twinam - --------------- -- - Washingt;on . 
J oe E Vance _- -- _______ _ .. ___ _______ Van But·en 
Ella Waters __ - ______ __ ___ _______ ____ Butler. 
Ol'ianna W esche __________ ____ ___ ___ Delaware 
Lina Wilkinson - --- --- -- -- -- -- -- -- - - Madhon 
Frank C. Woods ____ ___ __________ ____ Dickinson . 
Ali~e E. Wright--- --- -·---------- - - Frankl in . 
Bertha V. Wyant -- --- -- ---- - ----- -- Keokuk 
Mant Bloom __ . __ . __ ___ . ___ . ____ ___ __ Adair. 
·Fr ances Louise Davis ________ ___ _____ Johnson 
George Cutler Fracker _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ J ohn~on 
L eah May Gaymon .. __ _____ _______ __ Johnso!1 
blanche Alice H ensel ___________ ____ Job11 son . 
Zulema Kostomlatsky _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Johnso n. 
~lary F . Linder ________ ________ ___ __ Johnson 
Albert T. Rutledge _______ ___ ___ ___ _ Humb ldt .. 
William W. Jeffe r s _________________ Plymouth 
Stephen Fitz ___ __ _______ -- ---- ----- - Hardin. 
Harr·y E ugene Kelly ____ ___________ __ Iow a. 
.John Har·rie B everidge ___ _____ _____ Carroll. 
H. T. Curtis ___ _____ _________________ Marion . 
Cathryn Rose Goble __ __________ ____ _ Benton. 
Hattie Myra Green __ ___ _____ ____ __ __ Grundy . 
Harlan H. Hickman _____ __ __ ___ "- - -- Polk. 
W. Lee Jordan __ _____ ____ __ ___ _____ Marion. 
Angus Macdonald ___ ____ . _____ _____ _ Wright. 
Samuel B . Miller ___ __ ___ ----- --- ---- Story. 
Henry Judson van Gorder .. __ ____ ___ Marion. 
Mary A . War·d ____ ________ __________ Ch erokee. 
Mary Emily Chandle r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ H arrison. 
A nna E. Cunningham _____ ____ __ ____ Black Hawk. 
Nettie A . Fibbs ____ .. ___ __ _____ _____ Ida. 
Charles F. Garrett ______ -- - - -------- Crawford. 
Margaret C. Gilchrist ___ ____ ______ __ Linn. 
Matilda A. Harrington ____ _________ _ Dubuque. 
Mollie K elly ----------- -- ---- ______ Dallas. 
Cyrus Ambrose King _________ ______ _ Winneshiek. 
John R. McKee ------------ -------- Clay. 
Samuel L . Tipton ____ ___ _____ ________ Carroll. 
Clara M. Travis ________ ___ ____ __ ____ Buchanan. 
Matilda A . Wild ____ ___ _____________ Black Hawk. 
David Williams .. ___ _______ _________ Van Buren. 
Janet Wil~on __ -- ________ ___ _______ __ Appanoose. 
ElizabethF. Wright ___ ______________ Greene. 
Nettie Banister __ ____ ___ __ __ ____ ____ Cherokee. 
Delbert Earle Barnes ___ _______ ___ __ Black Hawk. 

r 
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STATE CERTIFICATES-CONTINUED. 

DATE OF 
CERTIFICA 'l'E. 

'1'0 WHOM ISSUED. 

September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
Se ptember 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 

1, 1895 Mamie Burgess __ ____________ _______ _ 
1,1895 Lucy J. F eitz _______________ ___ __ __ _ 
1, 1895 Lawrence Focht ____ _________ _ .. ____ _ 
1, 1895 H . Vernon Hunt_ ____________ _____ _ _ 
1, 1895 Clara B. Jewett. _______ ______ ______ _ 
1,1895 Lizzie Langfitt _____ ___ ___ _________ _ _ 
1, 1895 Mary L e wisten - ------ - ----- - -----
1, 1895 Charles Wesley Lyon _____________ __ 
1, 1895 Mrs. M. L. McCarty ______ ________ __ _ 
1,.1895 Herbert Pease _____ _______ _______ __ _ 
1, 1895 Lenna Prater ___ . ______ -- ------ -----
1, 1895 Sarah C. Ream---------------- - -----
1, 189-~ Carrie Jane Samson ______ - ___ - __ . - __ 
1, 1895 Alvin L. Speaker ____ ... ___ - ________ _ _ 
1, 1895 Martha 0 Ward __ -------------- - - - -
1, 1895 Laura J. Wyatt.------ -- ---- -- - - ----
1,1895 John Wesley Young __ ____ __ ___ _____ _ 
1, 1895 Curtis P. Beale ________ ____________ __ 
1, 1895 Logan L. Fees __ ___ . ___ --_- ___ - ___ ---
1, 1895 L . A . Glassburn ___ __ -- _____ ______ __ -
1,1895 Ida M. Huffaker _____________ _______ _ 
1, 1895 Maud Pinkerton __ ______________ ___ _ _ 
1, 1895 Henry A. Simons . ___ _____ ____ - - - ___ _ 
1, 1895 Holly Sherman Stewart - --- - --------
1, 1895 Jennie A. Stiles-- - ---- - - - -------- -- -
1 1R95 Ellen Jordan Wing . ________ __ ___ ___ _ 

STATE DIPLOMAS. 

DA'l'E OF DIPLOMA. I '1'0 WHOM ISSUED. 

January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
A ug ust 
A ugust 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
January 
January 

5, 1894 *Milan J . Garrett _____ ______________ _ 
5, 1894 Henry H. Hahir ____ ___ . _ ---- _______ _ 
5, 1894 Louis T. HilL __ ____ ______ ____ ___ _ .. 
f> , 1894 J. B. K noepfler _____ _________ ____ __ _ _ 
5, 1894 Daniel Newkirk _____________ . ______ _ 
5, 189-1. *Joseph H. Richard ______ _ ----- - -- --
5, 189-! *Charles E Shelton------- ------- - --
5, 1894 B elle R. Taylor ___ _____ ____ ___ -_-_ -_ -
5, 1894 Marian S. Todd __ __ ______ --- - ---- - ---
fi. 1894 W . S. Wilson _____ . ____ ___ ______ ___ _ 
1; 1894 Chri&tine M. B enson ___________ __ ___ _ 
1, 1894 Martha Cox __ _____________ __ ____ ___ _ 
1, 1894 Joella Findley Gowdy ____ _______ __ __ _ 
1, 1884 ·*Lizzie Hughes __ _____ ______________ _ 
1, 1894 ~'Lambert Benton Moffett __ ___ ______ _ 
1, 1894 Annette Louise Rice------ - - -- -- - ---
1, 1894 *Julia Scurry ___ ___ _______ __ _____ ___ _ 
1, 1894 *Ph ebe 8. Sites __________ _____ _____ _ _ 
1, 1894 *Elmer H. White --- -- ----------- ---
1, 1894 *Fanny Burling Wilde ___________ ___ _ 
1, 1895 Ezra J. H. Beard _________ ----- - - ---
1, 1895 Harriet BirdsalL _________ ____ ____ _ __ 

*Held state certificate in To1va. 

COUN'l'Y. 

Cass. 
Madison. 
Montgomery. 
Hardin. 
Grundy. 
Adair. 
Buena Vista. 
Story. 
Palo Alto. 
Marshall. 
Franklin. 
Clarke. 
Taylor. 
Tama. 
Tam a. 
Story. 
Washington. 
Fremont. 
Adams. 
Shelby. 
Mills. 
Fremont. 
Fremont. 
Fremont. 
Fremont. 
Mills. 

COUNTY. 

Polk. 
Monona. 
Cedar. 
Allamakee. 
Polk. 
Hamilton. 
Des Moines. 
Des Moines. 
Des Moines. 
O'Brien. 
Polk. 
Des Moines. 
Polk. 
Louisa. 
Floyd. 
Mahaska. 
Hardin. 
Polk. 
Polk . 
Hardin. 
Jasper. 
Polk. 
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STATE DI PLOMAS- CON'l'INUED. 

lA'rE OF DIPLOMA. TO ·wHOM ISSUED. 

fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fa nuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fa nuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fanuary 
fa nuary 
Ylay 
Ylay 
fuly 
fuly 
<\.ugust 
<\.ugust 
<\.ugust 
<\.ugust 
'\.ug ust 
<\.ug ust 
<\.ugust 

1, 1895 '~Amy Boggs. ______ _____ __ __ ________ _ 
1, 1895 Nell Bomast,er ________ ____ ________ __ _ 
1,1895 Anna Marie Bosler --- ------- -- --- --
1, 1895 Alexander M. M. Dornon. __ ___ __ ___ . 
1, 1895 *Elmer 1' . Fitch __ _____ __ __ __ _____ _ _ 

-1, 1895 Francis M. Fultz __________ ________ __ 
1, 1895 ~-Edward Herbert Griffin __ __ __ _____ _ 
1, 1895 Henry E lton Krat z -- - -- ------------
1, 1895 Binnie C. McKitterick ____ _________ __ 
1, 1895 *Martha Jane Mellen ____________ ___ _ 
1, 11l95 Florence Estella Robbins __________ _ 
1. 1 95 A nna Loretta Robins .. _________ ___ __ 
1, 1895 Clara K RusselL __________________ __ 
1, 1895 S. Lillian RusselL _________________ __ 
1, 1893 William J . Samson __________ ____ __ __ 
1, 1895 Cora Linda Sennett ________________ _ _ 
1, 1895 ~-Anna E . Shepherd __ __________ _____ _ 
1, 181;)5 Otis Ezra Smith ______ _____ _____ ____ _ 
1, 189:'i *Libbie Addie Tower. ______ ______ _ __ 
1, 1895 Anna L . Zerby ____ ------ --- --- __ __ __ 
1, 1895 Mary Ziek . __ ____ __ __ ____________ ___ _ 
1, 1895 Mrs. L . E lh:abeth Wilson. ________ __ _ 
1, 1895 Harriet E. Wyckoff ___________ ___ ___ _ 
1, 1895 ~-Bruce F r ancis _________ __ ___ ____ ___ _ 
1,1895 *John A. Kleinsorge ____________ ____ _ 
1, 1895 *Clarence Ray Aurnet' -- - ------------
1, 1895 ·*William F1·ancis Barr _______ ____ __ _ 
1, 1895 *Gert r ude Woodbury Dawley _______ _ 
1, 1895 Huldah Harshman __________ ___ _____ _ 

. 1,1895 *Gerald N . Sabin __ __ __ ____________ _ _ 
1, 1895 *Ida L eonora SchelL ______ _________ . 
1, 189fi • Mr s. Minnie Ainsworth Wilson . 

*Held sta.te cer1;ifi ca.te in fow>L. 

COUN'l'Y. 

Delaware. 
Des Moin es. 
Des Moines. 
Louisa. 
Clinton. 
Des Moines . 
Keokuk. 
Woodbury. 
Des Moines. 
Bardin. 
Des MoineF. 
Des Moiner:. 
Des Moin e~. 
Des Moines. 
Des Moin es . 
Des Moines. 
Johnson. 
Polk. 
Hardin. 
Des Moit es. 
Linn. 
Clin ton . 
Clinton. 
Dallas. 
Pclk. 
Dallas. 
Butler. 
Scott. 
Lee. 
Wrigh t . 
P oweshiek. 
Gr eene. 
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CIRCULARS OF INFORMATION. 

Early in the present year this department determined to 
make the experiment of printing circulars pertaining to edu­
cational subjects. for distribution in the state. We had in view 
the idea of affording in this way information calculated to 
awaken a deeper interest in the schools, and thus to lead 
eventually to the adoption of means calculated to improve our 
school system. 

The experiment has proved so much of a success as to war­
rant us in continuing the practice. These circulars fall into 
the hands of teachers who are anxious for just the information 
they contain, often they are read by those who seldom read or 
think upon educat.ional matters, and they are thus invaluable 
as a means of educating the people. There is no other way 
apparent in which the work of this department can be made to 
exert so wide an influence. 

Under each of the following titles we have issued the num­
ber of circulars indicated : 
National Educational Association . __ _________ ____ __ _____________ _____ 7,500 
Child Study. __ ----_ - -- - --- __ ___ __ _______ __ ____ _____ _____ ____ __ . _____ 3,000 

Iowa Library Society . ______ _________ ____ ______ __ ________________ ____ 3,000 
School Directors' Convention . ____ ___ _____ ___ ___ __ ___ . ___ __ _________ _ 5,000 
Needed School Leg islation ____ __ . _____ __ ________ . ___________ ______ __ 5,000 
The Rural School Problem ______________ __ ____ _____ ___ ___ ______ _____ 5,000 

A nnouncement State Teacher s' Association of 1895 . ______________ __ 15,000 

In addition to the above we have sent out in 1895, 6,000 
school directories, 5,000 high school statistics, 20,000 of the 
handbooks for Iowa teachers, 20,000 of the Flag day exercises, 
and 20,000 Arbor day annuals. 
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HANDBOOK FOR IOWA TEACHE RS. 

The first edition of this book was prepar ed in 1890, and 
proved such a valuable aid to th em in their work, that during 
the last year teacher s made a very general request for its 
republication. The new edit ion is a revision of the old. T he 
course of study for country schools has been car efully r evised , 
and improved in some essen tial points. The part "pertaining to 
the civil government of Iowa and of the Nation has been com­
pared with the latest and best authorities, the notes on school 
law as far as it pertains to t eachers, have been enlarged, and 
th e points of most interest to t each ers more fully explained. 

Y.le h ave urged the use of this book, especially in th~J rural 
schools, both because it contains much valuable information , 
and because by following the course of study the work of 
instruction will be brough t to a reasonable degr ee of uniformity 
in all parts of the state. 

County superintendents have r eceived the book with much 
favor as a great h elp to them in th eir work. We believe that 
boar ds should insist upon the course being followed in the 
schools under their car e, and should cooperate with the count,y 
superintendent in securing its general use. It is not enough to 
encourage the teach ers ~o conform to the outlines, the board 
!!hould require them to do so. In this way every teacher will 
be able to do more for his scholars, and the work of the 
ungraded schools will be unified, harmonized, and permanently 
improved. 

We believe it is the duty of the county superintendent to 
encourage th e introduction of this handbook in the annual 
institute. Placed in th e hands of a competent ins~uctor, it can 
be made of great use. The civil government once thoroughly 
mastered will impart information muchneeded in order .to give 
both teacher and pupil correct ideas of the nature and functions 
of our government. 

We have taken great pains with the arra.ngement and the 
matter of the entire book. Under its influence the rural schools 
where the course has been faithfully complied with have 
uniformly made good progress. 
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IOWA SCHOOL DIRECTORY. 

In the fall of 189-! this depart ment undertook the publication 
of a directory for the use of teachers and school officers . 'I'he 
following is the table of contents: 

CONTENTS. 

Department Public Instruc tion. 
Bo:l.rd of Examiner~. · 
County Superintendents. 
State University-Descriptive . 
State Normal School-Descriptive. 
State Teachers ' Association. 
State Teachers ' Reading Circle. 
P upils' Reading· Circle. 
Colleges and Seminaries. 
Graded School Directory. 
State University. 
State Normal School. 
Agricultural College. 
College for the Blind. 
Industrial Home for the Blind. 
School for the Deaf. 
Soldiers' Orphans' Home. 
Institution for Feeble-minded Childre n. 
Industrial Schools. 
Summary of Statistics, 1894. 
Officers State Teachers ' Association , 1895. 

The directory proper contains the location of the. graded 
schools, name of the principal of the . school, of the secretary 
of the board, salary paid principal, school enumeration of the 
district, and school attendance. 

The information contained in this directory has been widely 
sought for, so that the edition issued was barely sufficient to 
supply the demand. 

The directory has proved of especial interest to school offi­
cers. From it they have been enabled to learn what other 
places similar in size to theirs are o.oing for their schools. In 
some cases such information has served as an incentive to 
increase salaries and to require better work of teachers. The 
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tendency of this publication has been to give officers and 
teachers fuller information concerning the public schools, an 
object which we have endeavored to keep constantly in mind in 
all our efforts. 

A copy of the directory was Slilnt to the principal of every 
school and to the secretary of every district included in it. 

PATRIOTISM. 

Twice during the past year we have sent to county superin­
tendents, for use in each school room in the state, a carefully 
prepared program calculated to arouse and quicken love of 
country in the minds of the pupils. 

In 1895 the birthday of Washington was very generally 
observed as Flag Day. This custom should be continued. 
While patriotism should be inculcated at all times and in differ­
ent ways, the observance of this day, with special reference to 
the life and character of Washington, cannot fail to impress 
upon the child the value of integrity of purpose and purity of 
heart as elements essential to true greatness. 

Everything calculated to keep in the minds of our children 
the deeds of their revolutionary sires should be ;arefully 
encouraged. They enunciated boldly the principles of republi· 
can liberty, and by their heroic sacrifices laid the foundations 
of · •Ur republican government. · __. 

The history taught in our schools should be real. It should 1 
catch its inspiration from the lives and words of Washington 
and Jefferson, of Adams and Patrick Henry, of the men who 
framed a constitution destined to rank with the Magna Charta 
of England, in all parts of the civilized world. 

In connection with the annual leaflet for Arbor Day, we 
issued also a short program of exercises suitable for Memorial 
Day. It was designed, not only to commemorate the men who 
put down the rebellion, but also to implant and foster an 
American pride in American institutions. This government 
nmst live long after the last old soldier has gone to his rest. We 
shall fall far short of our duty as patriotic Americans if our 
teachings of patriotism do not inculcate the thought that the 
'republic is perpetual. 

Iowa Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument. 
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This department has ruled that boards of directors may, 
with the contingent fund not otherwise appropriated, purchase 
a flag for school use. Many schools have availed themselves 
of this provision of the law. In nearly all our cities and larger 
towns the flag floats over the school during certain days of 
every term. The practice is, however, not as universal as it 
ought to be. Every school should possess a flag, and the 
children should be taught to respect and honor it, not because 
the law compels it, but because it is in accordance with the 
promptings of that patriotic instinct which the Creator h as 
implanted in the heart of man. 

The number of schoolhouses having flags is steadily increas­
ing. In 1893 there were 2,862, in 1894, 3, 446, and in 1895, 
4,195. Scott is the banner count y, having 12 l schoolhouses 
and 12 l flags. Montgomery follows very closely with 11 3 
schoolhouses and 110 flag s, Wayne, 122 houses, 110 flags, and 
Cherokee 144 houses with 130 flags. 

This has been accomplished without the aid of any special 
provision of law. It is the result of the patriotic sentiment 
which only needs to be encouraged to grow until every school 
owns a flag, and the children are taught to salute and respect 
it as the symbol of all that makes their country great. 
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Patriotic Leaflet 

. , FOR,, 

.......-~-----Flag Day 

PREPARED AT THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION~ DES MOINES . 

FOR THE SCHOOL CHILDREN OF IOWA. 

jfebruar~ 22 
1895 ..... 

Thrice h onored name- GEORGE WASHiNGTON. 
The loyal and the brave and t m e; 

Now, once a.gaiu, for Freedom's son, 
U nfurl our Flap;, RED, WHITE, and BLUE . 

.... 

\rc- tbe Ueacbers of 11owa : 
It does not seem necessary to urge upon you the neces ity of teaching 

patl'iotism in the public schools of the state. And yet, in the great multi­
plic ity of subjects which claim our attention, there is very grave danger 
t hat we may overlook the importance of cultivating in the minds of the 
children reverence for the flag, love of country, and gratitude towards the t · 
Nation's heroes. 

The soldier s of the Civil War, many of them bending beneath the weight 
oJ years, covered with honorable scars, are a perpetual reminder of the 
nation' s debt to them. But the heroes of the R evolution, the men who 
b reasted the storm with brave h eat·ts when others despaired, who fought 
with Washington at Trenton and Yorktown, who endmed the hardships of 
Valley Forge, and who laid the foundations of the t·epublic, live only in his­
tor y. Their deeds must not be allowed to pass into oblivion. 

In accordance with a custom now almost universal the twenty-second o f 
F e bruary is set apart as Flag Da:· in Iowa. I r ecommend that it be observed 
in every public school of the state. The flag salute should be used. It is 
printed in this program. Do not neglect it. It can be made exceedingly 
im pressive. On that day let the exercises in every school close with sing­
i ng ''America.'' The destinies of the Nat ion are in our hands. The r epu b­
lic can suffer no harm if the children are rightly taught. 

"ONE COUNTRY-ONE LANGUAGE-ONE FLAG." 
Very cordially, -

Your friend and fellow teacher, 
HENRY SABIN. 

• 



• 

By the rude bridge that arched the fl ood, 
Their fl ag to Api"il's breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood 
And fired the shot heard round the world. 
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Ah: nm,er sh fLll t he land forget, 
How gushed the life- b lood of he r brave,­

Gusllell, wa rm with h ope a nd courage y et, 
Upon the so il tbey fought to save. 

- ll' ill·imn OnllenBrwwt· 

Echoes of War 

and Songs of Peace 

IN LOVING REMEMBRANCE OF THE HEROIC DEAD, 

AND GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF 

THE NOBLE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

EXERCISES ADAPTED FOR THE USE OF IOWA SCHOOL CHILDREN 

IN COMMEMORATION OF , 
Memorial · Day, May 30, 1895 . 

What shall we teach the children to-day? I s it enough that we remind 
th em of the debt of gratitude they owe to the men who died for the Union? 
T he teachings of Memorial Day must reach deeper than that. T rue patriot­
ism is not a sentiment alone ; it rules the life, prompts actions, and tirs the 
emotions so that love of country becomes part of our existence. It is a good 
thing to raise the flag- to-day on every schoolhouse, to cover every grave 
with flowers, a nd to honor the memory of the heroic dead. But let us not 
forget the needs of the presen t . We must have in every schoolhouse an 
American teacher, deeply in love with American institutions, imbued with 
an Amer ican spirit , and intent upon building up in the minds of the children 
a h igh ideal of an i ntelligent American citizenship . Join loyally to-day in 
paying a just tribute of love and grat itude to t h e old soldiers, living a s well 
as dead, and then, t h rough all t hoe year, remember tha t the need of the 
hour is a noble, self-sacrificing patriot ism, a nd th a t the country looks to the 
teacher s in the common schools to t rain the future citizens of t he republic 
so that they in turn may create and perpetuate a race of noble Americans. 

Cordially yours, 
H ENRY SABIN, 

S uperin tendent of P ublic l11struction. 



80 REPORT OF THE [Bl 

ARBOR DAY. 

During the biennial period the Arbor Day annual has been 
issued as usual. This custom was inaugurated in 1887, and yet 
in many counties in the state we find school grounds on whi ch 
not a t ree is reported as in a healthy, growing condition. The 
law mak es it the duty of boards of directors to plant and prop­
erly care for twelve or more shade t rees on every schoolhouse 
site not already provided with suitable shade. This is not a 
discret ionary mat ter; it is mandatory, and yet one who trave ls 
in differ ent sections of th e state will notice schoolhouse sites on 
which not a t ree is growing , and, to all appearances , none h ave 
ever been set out. Such neglect tells it s own story concer ning 

that communit y . 
We think, however, that the number of such sites is decreas-

ing in Iowa. The observance of Arbor Day is gradually 
educating the people to a better understanding of the necessity 
of making the school grounds attractive and pleasant. 

We print the introduction to the annual of 1894, and also that 

to the annual of 1895: 

To Teachers in the Public Schools : 
The success of Arbor Day depends very largely upon your efforts in 

interesting the children and their parents in the program which you 
arrange . W e have had the annual prepared with special r efer ence to yuur 
wants, and hope you will spare no pains to observe the day in accordance 

with the spirit of its founders. 
We make this address to you, and not to the children, as is customary, 

for good and valid reasons. Traveling about the state at times, we are 
pained to notice the bare and desolate condition of too many of the school­
house yards. Often the trees which were planted in former years have been 
allowed to die, evidently through want of care. Seldom have we noticed 
any attempts to cultivate shrubbery or flower s about the grounds. Very 
little bas been done to make the approaches to the building, or its surround-

ings, in any way attractive. 
It is not enough to plant a tree with pleasant Arbor Day exer cises. It 

must be cared for afterwards. The children should be taught to have a 
real pride in the growth of the Washington tree, the Grant tree , or of any 
other, even though it m ay have no particular name. 

W e are not doing enough in our schools to cultivate the esthetic nature 
of the pupils. We do not take advantage, especially in the country schools, 
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of the attractive side of nature , in br inging to the notice of the children the 
beautiful things concealed in the grasses, the flower s, and the t rees. T ea ch 
t he children t~at. i t is. a 0rim e. to destroy, in wanton play , t he eggs or the 
nests of our sm gm g bu·ds . Kmdness t o dumb animals is another needed 
lesson to be ta ught in our schools. 

I n a word, do not le t Arbor Day exercises end with t h e close of t he 
special prop·a~. Rath er con tinue them throug hout t he enti re school year. 
Let every day, m a large sense, b e an Arbor Day. 

Very cordially, 
H ENRY SABIN. 

T o t he Teachers in our Public Schools : 
Arbor Day has two ~issions ; one of t r ee plantin g and one of nature 

s tudy. Wher ever there 1s a bar ren, desolate piece of g round called " the 
schoolhouse yard '' ther e i~s mission is t o plant t r ees and shrubs; to care for 
th em, and to t each t he ch1ldren to love t he t r ees they plant as one fr iend 
loves another . Ther~ are hundreds of such yards in Iowa to-day which 
need to be made beaut1ful and att ractive to t h e children . Select a thrift 
youn g t r ee, such as grows most luxuriant ly in your section of the state an~ 
as~ some. one _who knows how to direct you in plant ing it. Interes~ t h e 
ch1ldr fln m carmg for it, t h at it m ay get well r ooted before t h e dry summer 
months ~orne on. Eve? such tr ee planted in Iowa soil, if it lives and 
grows, w1ll prove a blessm g to t he district and th e state. 

T he other mission of A rbor Day is broader and r eaches out into th e entire 
realm of natur e. . Its exer cises should ~e such as in after years will awaken 
pleasant. memon e.s, and r ecall t he associations of a happy childhood . 
Nat ure 1s many-s1ded. She reveals h er beauties in a thousand varied 
fo rms. To lead the child "to look from Nature up t~ Nature 's God" is 
th e work of a t eacher who h imself knows h er secret ways a nd her pleas-· 
ant paths. ' 
. The spirit of Ar bor Day should rem ain throughou t the year. T he exer­

Cises shoul~ be m ade to .minister to b uilding the char acter of t h e child. 
Characte r 1s a lways fash w ned after some ideal. This should be t he t en­
dency. of natur e lessons, to form the right ideal of t ruth, r ever ence, a nd 
~vorsh1p, as well as of knowledge. If it is not , then t h e golden opportunity 
1s lost . 
. vye s.end you this A rbor Day annual in the hope that it may prove an 
msp1ratw~ to you and your school, so that in the ligh t of nature all good 
~nd beaut1ful thoughts may take root and grow in your lives and in the 
h v.es of your pupils , as t he tree you plant gr ows in the air and t h e sun­
shme. W e w1sh you abundant success in your calling . 

Very cordially, HENRY SABIN, 
S uperintendent 0 1 Public Instmction 
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TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION. 

As far possible this department has endeavored to have the 
provisions of chapter one, of the Twenty-first General Assem­
bly, faithfully carried out. Each county superintendent has 
reported to us the manner and extent to which the requirements 
of section one of this act have been complied with in the 
schools and inst itutes under his charge. We have sent blanks 
to the secretary of school boards in cities and towns, and have 
tabulated the answers in a compact form for publication in this 
report . Every county superintendent reports that in the 
county institute he gave the subject the consideration which 
the law requires. The secretaries for the different school 
boards report that the law is generally complied with in the 
graded schools of the state, as well as in all the schools in the 
country districts. 

As far as the letter of the law is concerned there is a gen­
eral compliance with its provisions. Not that there are no 
exceptions. There are some districts in which the most con­
scientious teacher, owing to complications beyond her control, 
finds it difficult to decide what course should be pursued. In 
regard to what precise method the teacher is to employ, the 
law is silent, as it should be. The term scientific temperance 
instruction is misleading. The aim should not be alone to implant 
in the mind of the child a vivid idea of the evils of intemperance, 
lest that which we hold up as a warning may become, first an 
impression, and afterward a hideous growth. There must be 
something more than this. 

The chie£ aim in temperance instruction should be to con­
vince the child that the only path to happiness or success lies 
through a life of temperance and sobriety. A hig h ideal of a 
noble life, like a beautiful picture on the walls of a room, is an 
ever present, all powerful influence for good. 
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The law itself is one in which the spirit far overshadows the 
letter. Unless the instruction given reaches the heart and con­
vinces the judgment, it fails of its purpose. The boy is not 
greatly benefited by the instruction given in the school, if after 
reciting his lesson upon the ruinous effects of tobacco upon his 
system, and perhaps before he leaves the schoolhouse yard, he 
lights his cigarette and smokes it on his way home. 

This law, as well as the one forbidding the sale of tobacco 
to minors under sixteen, is very wholesome in its tendency. 
Such laws, however, add new and grave responsibilities to the 
teacher's office. That some teachers fail to appreciate this is 
due simply to human nature. That others fail to appreciate 
the fact that precept is futile when not supported by practice, 
is pitiable. On the whole we believe the teachers in our schools 
are anxious to do their duty in observing this law. If parents, in 
many cases, were as watchful as the teachers, and as willing to 
make sacrifices if necessary, in order that their children may 
be taught habits of soberness and temperance, the work of 
temperance instruction would be much more effective. 



• 

88 REPORT OF THE [Bl 

SUMMARY 
From cities and towns, reg arding the manner and extent to which the require­

the teaching and study of the effects of alclwlic drinks, stimulants, and 
said cities and towns, during tbe school y ear 1894-1895. 

PRIMARY. 

TOWNS . 

Yes .... .. 
No ... .. 
Yes .... .. 
Yes .... .. 
Yes . .. .. .. 
Yes . .. . .. 
Yes . . .... . 
Yes . .. .. . 
Yes . . . . 
Yes .. . ... . 
Yes ..... .. 
Yes . . .. .. . 
Yes ... . 
Yes .. .. .. . 
No ...... .. 
No . ..... . 
No . .. . .. .. 
Yes . ... . 
Yes .. : .. .. 
Yes ... .. 
Yes ...... . 
No .... .. .. 
Yes ... .. 
No ...... .. 
~0 . . 
'Yes .... . .. 
No ...... . . 
Yes ...... . 
Yes .. . .. . 
Yes .. 
Yes .. ... . 
Yes . .... . 
Yes ...... . 
Yes ... .. 
Yes .. .. .. 
Yes ... .. 
Yes ...... . 
Yes ...... . 
Yes .. . .. .. 
Yes ... .. . 
Yes .. .. .. . 
Yes ... .. .. 
Yes ..... .. 
Yes .. .... . 
Yes . ... .. 
Yes ...... . 
Yes ... .. .. 
Yes .. .. .. 
Yes ..... .. 
Y.es .. .... . 
Yes . .... . 
Yes ...... . 
Yes ... .. .. 
Yes .. .... . 

Yes .. . .. .. 
Yes ... .. 
Yes . ... .. 
Yes.. .. 
Yes .. . . .. 
Yes . .. . .. 
Yes ..... .. 
Yes . . .. .. . 
No .. ... .. . 
Yes .... . 
No ...... . 
Yes ...... . 
No ...... .. 
Yes .. . . . .. 
Yes ... .. .. 
Yes .. .. .. 
Yes .. . ... . 
Yes .... .. . 
Yes .... .. . 
Yes ... .. .. 
Yes ...... . 
No ...... . . 
Yes .... .. 
No 
No . .. .. . .. 
Yes ..... .. 
No ..... .. 
Yes ...... . 
Yes .... .. . 
Yes . .... . 
No .. ... . 
Yes ...... . 
Yes ..... .. 
Yes ..... .. 
Yes . 
No ....... . 
~es .. .... . 
'Yes .... .. 
Yes ...... . 
Yes ... ... . 
Yes . . .. .. 
Yes ..... .. 
Yes.. . . . 
No ... ... .. 
Yes . .... .. 
Yes .. .. .. . 
No .... .. 
Yes .... .. 
Yes ..... .. 
Yes ..... .. 
No ...... . 
Yes ..... .. 
No .. .. .. .. 
Yes . .... .. 

'g ..s .0~ 
aJ ~~~ 
::I "'-~ C CD oo..S ~ 

't:S ] 0 ~-s :::: 8~ 
~ g~ ~.0 ~ ;-~!! 
G)~ ~~ ~ §-o ~(1)~ 
S'g -;;, 8<>~'d g£,e 
~~ ~~ d~:5'~ .PQ 

~~ f~ ~~~2 f.~~ 
-~------------·1--"--- __ < _ __ IIl ____ < __ _ 
Ackley ... . .. .... ...... .. .. .. .. ...... .... . ... .. Oral...... No ... .. .. 
Adel ........... .... ..... . ............ .. .. ..... Oral. .... . No ...... .. 
A fton ... .. ... . .. . .. .. . ... .. .... . ........ .. Orttl ... ... No . ..... .. 
Agency .. . . .. .. . .. . . . . .. .. . • . .. .. . .. .... .. Or·al...... No . .. .. 
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Bloomfield ... .. ...... ... . .. . .. . . .. ........ .. .. Oral. ..... No .. . .. . 
Boone. . . ..... .. .. ... ...... . ... . ...... .. . .. Oral ..... No ... . ... . 
Bri tt. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . . . .. .. .. Oral..... No ....... . 
Brooklyn .......... . ................. .. . ... O•·ai. .. .. . No .. .. .. 
Burlington ...... . ....... ..... ........ .. . .. . .... Book ..... Yes .... .. 
Carroll... . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .. Oral . .. .. Om!. .... . 
Cascad e ........ .. . .. . ...... . ............. .. . Book ..... Yes . . ... .. 
Ced a r Falls ........ . ........ .. .... ... .. . .... Ora l. .. .. ' o ..... . 
Cedar Rapids ...... .. .......... ... . .. .. . .... .. Ora l.... . No ...... .. 
Oen tervi lie .. ;.. .. .. . .. . .. . . .. .. .. . . . . . . .. .. .. . . Oral...... No ...... .. 
Chariton ... .... . ...... ... .... .. .. . . . .. ....... . Ora l. . .. .. No ...... .. 
Ch a rles City . . .... . . .. ........ . .... .. . .... .. Oral ...... Yes ..... .. 
Ch erokee .... ........ .. .. . .. .. . . .......... .. Or.tl . . ... No ... . ... . 
Clarinda .... . .. .......... .. .. .............. O•·ftl. ... .. No .. . .... . 
Olear Lake ........ .. .......... . ..... ... ... ... Oral. .... No ..... .. . 
Clin ton .. ..................... . .. . ... . .. . ..... Oral. .... . No . ...... . 
Colfax.. .. . ..................... .. .. .. ....... Oral... .. No ..... .. . 
Oolumbrr s Junction.... . .. ... .. .. .. . ... . . .. Oral.... . No ... . ... . 
Corning- ...... . .... . ............ .... ...... .. Or·al...... No ... . ... . 
Oorrectionv!lle ............ .. ... . ............. Oral. . .... No .. . 
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Denison .... . ..... .. .. .. ...................... Oral.... . No ...... .. 
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ments of Chapter 1 , L a w s of Twenty-first General A-ssembly, providing for 
narcotics upon the lmman system, have been complied with in the schools of 
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TOWN S. 

Eldor·a .... . .. ........ . .... .. .. . . .. . .. 
Elk~Lder . .. . . . .. . . .•.... . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
Emmetsburg . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . 
Estherville . . . . . . ...... .. .. . . . ...... . 
Fairfield . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . .. . . .. ... .. ·.. .. .. 
li,at·mitlgton.... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . . 

~~~~;~~lie :::: . .' ::: .. ::: ... ::::: :· .. ::.::: .. :: 
~g~.~st~J~~.::: ::: ::. :::· .. :: ·: .. ·: .. :::· :: :: :: 
Fo r·t Madison . . . . . . .. ... . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . 
Glenwood .. . ... ... .. .... .... . . .. ... . .. .. 
Gold fi e ld ...... . .... .. . 
Grand Junction..... .. ......... ....... .. 
G r·eene . . .. .. .. . . . .. . . . ... ....... . 
Greenfield . .. ... . . . . . ... .. . . . . . ... .. 
Gri nne ll ...................... . .... . ... .. 
Gr·lswold... ... .. .. . .... . . . ... . ...... . . . .. 

g:;~h~l~g:~~~: : :: :: ··:. :::: :: :: · ::· :::: :::: :: 
Guttenberg . .. .. . . . . . .. . . ....... 

~:~~~;£ .: :::::::: .. :::::::: .. ::.:: .:: . ·: .. ::. 
Ha.rla.n. . ..... . .. . .. . . . ... . . . .. .... .. . 
Humboldt .... .... .. . .. . ... .... .......... .. 
lda Gwve .... . .... .. .... . ............ . ... . 
Independence . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. 
lndhmola.. . .. .. .. .. ... . . . . . . . . .. ... .. . 

ig;: ~~Ds :: ::: :::·:: :::: ·::: .. :::::::: ::·.::::. 
Jefferson ... . . .. .. .. . .. . . .. . . . . . ... 
Keokuk... . . .. ... . . ................ . 
Keos ... uqua . ... . . . .... .. .. .... .. 
Keot~> ...... . ......... ... . .... . ... ...... . 

~~';fxs;ft1e· ::.::: : : : :: ::::· · ::· : :: :: .: ·::: :: ···· 

t~~~~n~1t.~ . · ·::. ::: ·::: :::::: :: · :. : : : :: .. . . .. . 

t~ J'~;~e. ?i.t.~ .'.:::.::: .. : .' .. : .":::::: ... : . . :. 
Lenox .... . .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .... ....... . .. . . 
Leon ......... . ............ .. ...... . . .. ... .. . 
Lisbon.. .. .. .. .. ..................... . 
Logan . .... .. .. . ..... .. .. ... . .. .. .. 
Lucas ............. ..... .. . .......... ... .. 
Lyons ... .. ................ .. ......... . 
Malvern. ... ... .. . .. ... ... .. .... . . .... . 
Manchester.. . .. ... . .... .. .. ... ...... . . 
Manning... .. .. .. ..... .. .. .. .. .... ..... . 
Mansnn .. .... .. . . . . . . . .... . ...... . .... . ... . .. . 
East Mapleton . . .. . .. . .. . .. .. 
Maq uo ke ta.. .... .. ...... .. . . . . ..... . .. . . . 
Ma rengo... .. ........ . .......... . .. . .... .. 
Ma rlon .................. . . .. ......... .. 
Marshalltown ........ . .... .. .... . . .......... . 
Mason Olty .. .... ... .......... . ... .. ..... .. 
McG regor ..... ....... ... .. ............. . .. . 
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EDUCATIONAL JOURNALISM IN IOWA. 

Although Iowa was detached from Wisconsin in 1838 and 
admitted as a state in 1846, it was not until1853 that an attempt 
was made to found a journal devoted to the cause of education. 
In January, 1853, The District School Journal of Education was 
issued at Dubuque, under the care of A. P . Wood, S. R. Gilbert 
acting as editor. It was in form a royal octavo, sixteen pages. 
'rhe attempt of the editor to swell his subscription by going 
from place to place was not encouraging, and his description of 
the schools as he found them is a curiosity worth preserving. 
An extract from an editorial in one of the first numbers shows 
the spirit of the times: 

Send in your orders, gentlemen. If we had time and space we could 
explain to your satisfaction, no doubt, the modus operandi which enables 
the eastern men to send you such a quantity of reading matter for so small 
a price, and we could also satisfy you that with the limited number of sub­
scribers we yet have, we cannot afford to enlarge the journal. You say you 
can get twice as much reading matter from the east for half the money-so 
you can at home. We will furnish you three times as much for one·third of 
the money. We now offer it to you. We have on hand, subject to your 
order, sev1-1ral hundred copies of Greeley's Pictorial Life of Scott, several 
illustrated copies of old almanacs printed in Dutch, and a cart load of old 
congress speeches which once saved the country. 

And again: 

Night and day we shall battle away until our experiment becomes a fixed 
fact. The only forces we have to contend with are ignorance, indifference 
and stinginess. We shall endeavor to enlighten the first, arouse the second 
and shame the third. W e have a mission to perform, and the greater the 
obstacles we have to surmoun t, the more complete will be our triumph. 

In May, R. Spaulding, a bookseller of Dubuque, became the 
publisher of this paper. At the end of the first year, January 
1, 185 1, the name was changed to the Iowa Journal of Educa· 
tion. The editor says: 

7 
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The time has not yet arrived in this state when a journal devoted exc~us­
ively to the interests of our public schools will be supported.. ~ut the time 
bas arrived when the people will sustain an educational family Journal. 

The name as it appears on the title page of the second volu~e 
is, An Educational Family Journal. Out of 3,000 teach~rs ill 
the state, however, the editor complains that only four furmshed 
Qriginal contributions. . 

From 1855 to 1857 there was no educational journal ill the 
state. In the latter part of the year 1857, J . L. Enos com_menced 
the publication of the Educational Voice, at Cedar RapidS. 

Mr. Enos was one of the strongest educational men I?wa has 
ever produced. He was temporary ch airman at the time the 

. national association was formed at Philadelphia , and was chosen 
one of the permanent vice-presidents. . 

The-Educational Voice was conducted with g reat VI~O~- No 
educational journal in the state has ever surpasse_d It ~ the 
a.bility of its editorials or in the practical nature ?f Its artic;~s. 

The aims of the Voice, in the words of the editor , were ~0 
speak the wants of Iowa," not only in education, but also ill 
improvements, mechanics, agriculture, commerce, a~d all else 
th at tends to give strength and beauty to the a:ffarrs of the 

state. 
Consequently its articles were varied and touched upon_ all 

the wants of the community. In short, the Voice rec~gmzed 
the fact that school interests have much in common w1th the 
interests of the public at large, and acted upon that fa{l:. 

The infiuence of the Voice was largely instrumental m form· 
incr the State Historical society. The Voice at one time boa~ted 
ot' 1,000 paying subscribers, and that the advertising r~CeiJ?ts 
were over $1,000. In 1858 the state association came to It~ aid. 
At a meeting held at Davenport in that year 500 subscnbers 
were guaranteed by the members. In November, how~ver, the 
editor complains that out of that number he had re~hzed only 
$10, and that of the 186 which the county superilltende_nts 
agreed to take, only $3 ever reached the publisher of the Vowe. 
It is uncertain what became of the Voice. It disappeared. The 
reader of its pages, by the manly, earnest tone which pe_rvaded 
them, is forced to acknowledge that Iowa has had _no Journal 
since its day, of greater, and only few of equal, ment. 

In May, 1859, Rev. S. S. Howe, prin~ip~l of the acad~my at 
Mount Pleasant, commenced the pubhcat10n of the L1terary 
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Adver tiser and Public School Advocate, eight pages; subscrip· 
tion price, ~5 cents a year. 'rhere are no copies of this magazine 
now extant. It was discontinued with October, 1860. 

The same year, 1859, Mills Brothers, of Des Moines, com· 
menced the publication of the Iowa School Journal, under the 
editorial care of A. J. Stevens. 

T he first number of the Iowa Instructor was issued in Octo· 
ber , 1859, at Tipton, under the control of the executive com­
mittee of the state association, but was published at Davenport, 
c. C. Nestlerode being the responsible editor. It is probable 
that the subscription list of the Voice was taken as a starting 
point for the new journal. 

At a succeeding meeting of the association, in 1860, the 
executive committee reported: "The Instructor was started at 
a time when it was fe~r from popular to unfurl the free school 
banner. It has received no charity from the school killers. It 
has been derided and scoffed because it is purely an educational 
journal, but it has gone on the even tenor of its way, pleading 
for the inalienable rights of the defenseless children of Iowa." 

The Instructor runs through three volumes. The ablest men 
in the state were among its contributors. Turning over its 
pages we find the names of S. N. Fellows, T . H. Benton, Jr., 
N. R. L eonard, M. Ingalls, C. C. Nestlerode, F. M. Witter, J . 
D. Hornby, A. S. Kissell, Miss P. W. Sudlow, and many others 
well kno wn in connection with the educational history of the 
state. 

I t is not difficult to discover the object of the association in 
desiring to have an organ under their own direction. They 
were broad minded men, who were endeavoring to found an 
educational system adequate to the wants of a new, but rapidly 
developing state. They needed a journal which would serve as 
a means of communication not only among themselves, but 
between the schools and the public. 

The journals of those early days would be voted dull and 
uninteresting by the modern reader. The articles were written 
by teachers who had something to say, and not by educators 
deeply versed in the philosophy of education. The writers had 
a plain, simple, direct way of putting things, and yet they evi­
dently were imbued with the idea that the power of a teacher 
is in the use which he makes of his brains; that the practical 
utility of a school journal is in its power to awaken ideas, to 
arouse and stimulate thought. 
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It is to the influence of the educational journals published 
pr ior to 1865, that we owe the exis tence of a race of sturd_Y, 
enthusiast ic , thinking t eachers, men and \\omen whose wnt­
inas o·ave tone to the entire educationa l work of the state. 

0 b , 

More th an this , to these early journals, and to th ose wno sup-
ported th em , often at a pecuniary sacrifice which th~y could 
poorly affor d to bear, we owe much of whatever presttge Iowa 
now en joys in the educational r anks of the Nation. 

For three years the I nstructor and the School Journal both 
managed to live. In 1862, however, they were combined and 
publish ed by Mills & Company, at Des Moines, under the name 
of The Instructor and School J om·ual. 

Amona the ar ticles in the first volume are the following: 
''English Composition, " ''Furnishing the School R oom," i~ 
which the writer enumerates as neces,;;ary, a clock, a water pa1l 
and dipper, hooks, and outline maps ; "The Farm," and "Will 
Clergymen Help the Teacher. " The editor complains of three 
county superintendents who refused to take the paper f rom the 
postoffice because they had no time to read it. . 

From July, 1860, to January, 1861, the Jom·nC:I l was m a state 
of suspended animation. The second volume begins with the 
latter date under the editorship ofT. H. Benton, Jr., secretary 
of the boa~d of education. That gentleman was an able writer, 
and under hi:> supervision the Journal at once became influen­
tial. Its articles were mainly from the pe ns of Iowa writers, 
and treated of matters of immediate importance. The editorial 
department gave especial attention to those points_ of vital 
interest to the people. The selections were also of h1gh order 
and showed much literary taste. 

Mr. Benton entered the army in December, 1861, and the 
editorship of the Journal was left to chance. During the_ye~rs 
1864- 7, we find the names of various teachers on the ed1tor1al 
page, evidently a committee chosen by the state association. 
It is impossible to follow the J uurnal through each year. The 
keen, vigorous utterances of A. S. Kissell, who ranked among 
the strongest and mo.st enlightened educators of the northwest; 
the terse, epigrammatic sentences of Jonathan Piper; the wise, 
logical reasoning of D. Franklin Wells, grace it~ pages_ and 
make them profitable reading to the student of the educatwnal 
history of Iowa. 

In August, 1871, the Manual was commenced at Keokuk under 
the supervision of C. M. Greene, of Keokuk, and 0. A. Burchard, 
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of Fredonia, New York. It did not C)ntinue long, for in June, 
1872, the Manual was combined with the Iowa School Journal, 
first under the proprietorship of Edwards & Greene, and in 
August of that year Mr. Greene be3ame the sole proprietor, and 
continued its pu blication at Des Moines until1875. 

In January, 1873, W. E . Crosby, of Davenport, commenced 
the publication of t be Common School, and in 1875 bought the 
Journal of Mr. Greene. Mr . Crosby was for a number of yea-r s 
superintendent of the D.wenport sch ')ol s. H e was at one time 
connected with the sch ools of Cincinnati, and was once secretary 
of the National Edu~.:ational association . As a writer he pos­
sessed more than ordinary talent, being the master of ter se 
vigorous English, which made his journal extremely readable: 

The last number of the Common School we are able to find 
is April, 1877. However, we think it was issued for a short 
time after that. With it disappeared tbe last vestige of t he 
Iowa School J ournal, as originated at the capital city and con­
ducted by T. H . Benton, Jr. 

With the vanishing of t h e S chool Journal ended an epoch in 
the history of the sch ools of I owa. The men and women who 
wrote for its pages h ave near ly all ceased to take an active 
interest in the educational affairs of the state. 

The strength of these old journals lay in the homely, common­
sen~e character of the articles which filled their pages. There 
was less of peda.gogy and philosophy than in the later journals. 
The names of P estalozzi and Froebel are seldom found. One 
searches the pages in vain for those aids to teachina upon 
which the young teacher of the present day lays so much

0

str ess ; 
but, on the other hand, th er e was more whwh appealed to t h e 
people, and whic_h br ough t more prominently before the people 
of each school d1stt·ict the blessing of a common school educa­
tion. 

In 1877, a resolution W d S p assed at a meeting- of normal insti­
tute instructors, resulting in the establishment of the Iowa 
Normal Monthly. The first number was issued in August of 
that y_ear at Dubuque, with Principal W. J. Shoup as editor and 
propnetor._ It was designed to be an Iowa journ al, devvted 
almost ent1rely to state interests . Tne Nor mal Monthly was 
ably conducted and was very popular. As an editor, Mr. Shoup 
w~s . absolutely fearless , and did no t hesitate t o express his 
o~mwn upon t he ed ucat ional vag aries of that day. He edited 
hls own journal in every sense of the word. Ill ·health forced 
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him to retire , and in April, 1884, he sold the Normal Monthly 
to J. A. Edwards and G. W. J ones. Afterward Mr. Edwards 
purchased the interest of Mr. Jones, and has cuntinued the 
publication since under tbe former name. 

In Mr. Shoup's valedictory he pays a worthy tribute to his 
wife, wb.o, he says, had labored w ith him in the preparation of 
every number, often, when other duties were pressing upcn him, 
doing the greater part of the work. When the cruel band of 
disease drove him from his work in the editorial chair, educa­
tional journalism in Iowa suffered an incalculable luss. 

The Central School J ournal was issued at Keokuk in Decem­
ber, 1877, with J. W. R owley as editor-in-chief. T ne J ournal 
has bad several editors, anu always maintained a progressive 
character, fully up with tbe demands of the times. The last 
number of the J ournal was issued in the summer of 1 95. 

The Northwestern Journal of Education began in the spring 
of 1885 and flourished for a t ime as a weekly journal. Although 
it had the best educational ability in the person of one of the 
ablest female writers of Iowa, it did not pay expenses and came 
to an untimely end. 

Of journa-ls at present published in Iowa little need be said. 
We have referred to the Iowa Normal Monthly. The Iowa 
Teacher is published at Charles City. This paper furnishes 
the larger part of the printed matter for many county papers, 
leaving them a page or two for home matters. 

In 1889 the Iowa School Journal was published at Des Moines 
under the proprietorship of C. W. Martindale. In 1892 the 
name was changed to Iowa Schools, and for two years Henry 
Sabin was its editor. At present Superintendent F. B. Cooper, 
of the West Des Moines· schools, is editor, and J. M. Mehan, 
business manager. 

In October, 1894, the Directors' Round Table was started by 
J. H. Richard, of Iowa Falls. With general educational .news 
there is also given more than the usual attention to the con­
sideration of those subjects in which the school directors are 
most interested. 

The educational journal most needed in Iowa is one that will 
reach the people in their homes as well as the teachers i.n their 
school rooms. It should be the means of shaping public 
opinion and of influencing legislation in favor of better salaries, 
more money expended in the preparation of teachers, and a 
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higher rate of attendance at school, enforced, if necessary, by 
compulsory law. The directness of its utterances should com­
mand the r espectful attention of other papers. It should be, 
in a word, a strong, bold, cautious newspaper, discussing educa­
tional questions from the standpoints of public utility and bet­
ter schools. That such a paper would be voted dull and 
uninteresting, because it would promise little which the 
18-year-old girl could copy on the blackboard for to-day's 
lesson, is another strong argument for not only a better, but a 
very different prepara,tion for the business of teaching. 
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IMPORTANT SCHOOL LEGISLATION . 

NEW YORK. 

NEBRASKA. 

MINNESOTA. 

WISCONSIN. 

MICHIGAN. 

ILLINOIS. 



RECENT SCHOOL LEGISLATION IN OTHER STATES. 

We have gathered under this title some of the more impor­
tant laws bearing upon school interests recently enacted in 
other states. We call attention to them as indicating the gen­
eral drift of what is going on about us. The fact that the edu­
cational world moves cannot well be ignored by us. There is a 
spirited contest for the leadership, in which Iowa is in great 
danger of being left out. 

We have in our schools as teachers a superior class of men 
and women. They are earnest, and filled with enthusiasm and 
zeal. They make the best of the advantages which come to 
them. They are looking anxiously to the Twenty-fifth General 
Assembly to place upon the statute books such laws as will give 
new life to our school interests. 

NEW YORK. 

TRAINING CLASSES. 

We have referred to this law in another connection . What­
ever merit it has consists in bringing normal training to the 
doors of the te'achers, and in emphasizing the preparation of 
teachers for the rural schools. These points must be strictly 
observed, whatever alterations or amendments may be neces­
sary to adapt it to the Iowa system of schools. 

TEACHERS' TRAINING CLASSES. 

SECTION 1. There shall be annually appropriated out of the income of 
the United States deposit fund, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
$30,000, and out of the free school fund the sum of $30,000 for the instruction 
of competent persons in academies and union schools, in the science and 
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practice of common school teaching, under a course to be prescribed by the 
superintendent of public instruction. 

SEC. 2. The superintenden t of public instruction shall designate the 
academies and union schools in which such instruction shall be given, dis­
tributing them among the school commissioner districts of the state, as 
nearly as may well be, having reference to the number of school districts in 
each, to location and t o the character of the institution selected. 

SEC. 3. Every academy and union school so designated shall instruct a 
class of not le3s than ten nor more than twenty.five scholars, and every 
scholar admitted to such class shall continue under instruction not less than 
sixteen weeks. Whenever it shall be shown to the satisfaction of the sup­
erintendent of public instruction that any pupil attending such class or 
classes has been prevented from attending the same for the full term of six­
t een weeks, or h as attended the first full te1·m, but not the full time in the 
second term, during any one year; or that for any r·eason sathdactory to 
such super intend ent, said cl ass or classes have not been held for the full 
term of sixteen weeks, such superintendent may excuse such default and 
allow to the trustees of the academy oe union free school in which said class 
or classes shall have been instructed, pay for· such scholar or scholars for 
-the time actually spent in attendance, or during which said class or classes 
shall have been under instruction, at the rate of $1 for each week's instruc­
·tion, as provided in section 5 of this title. The superintendent shall 
prescribe the conditions of admission to the classes, the course of instruction 
.and the rules and regulations under which said instruction shall be given, 
and shall, in his discretion, determine the number of classes which may be 
formed in any one year, in a n academy or union school, and the length of 
time exceeding sixteen weeks during which such instruction may be given. 

SEc. 4. Instruction shall be ft·ee to all Echolars admitted to such classes, 
and who have continued in them the length of time required by the third 
section of this title. 

SEC. 5. The trustees of all academies and union schools in which such 
instruction shall be given shall be paid Jrom the appropriations named in 
the firs t section of this title at the rate of $1 for each week's instruction to 

·each scholar who has attended for the term of time a required by section 
3 of this t itle, on the certificate of the superintendent, to be furnished 
to the comptroller. 

SEC. 6. The appropriation provided by this act, for the instruction in 
academies and union schools in the science and practice of common school 
teaching-, shall be deemed to include, and shall include, the d ue inspection 

.and supervision of such instruction by the superintendent of public instruc­
tion, and the expenses of such inspection and supervision shall be paid out 
.of said appropriation on ·vouchers certified by the superintendent. 

SEC. 7. Each class organized in any academy or union school under 
.appointment by the superintendent for instruction in the science and 
practice of common school teaching, shall be subject to the visitation of 
the school commissioner of the diotrict in which such academy or union 
school is situated; and it shall be the duty of said commissioner to advise 

-and assist the principals of said academies or union scbools in the organiza­
tion and management of said classes, and at the close of the term of 
· nstruction of said class2s, under the direction of the superintendent, to 
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to issue teachers ' certiftcates t? 
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el~roentary course, so called, of at . :~.s c) wone holding a state certificate 
· the public schools of the state, ( t 1 - 5 tiuch insteuctor-
tn ination subsequent o · · . 
granted in this state upon ex~m d b the state superintendent of pubhc 
or instructors must be appiove y d ·n the sever al nol'mal schools of 
instruction, the same as teach ers em ploye 1 

the state. t se arate from all other departments 
b To furnish a room or apartmen P b s shall be seated and no 

· . h' h the t"ainincr class rnem er t 
of the school m w lC - " f th g raduating class of the cm·ren · 
others, unless it may be th members o e 

school year. . or some membera ther eof each 
c. To furnish opportumty fo~ th~ c~~ss several grades of common sch ool 

day to ob5erve methods. of teachmg m 11 e have an opportunity to teach in 
·k and when pr-actteable, to actua y . 

wor • ' 'ticism and directwn. 
such grades under prope r ? rl. 'n th e several subjects belonging :o t~e 

d. 'fo conduct the recttatwns l . . t f om all other r ecitatwns lD 

training class work separately and dtstmc r 

such subj ects.' . 1 . f a least ten members for the full two terms of 
To mamtam a c ass o 

e. th' t six weeks in the year. 
eighteen weeks each, ~r . tr y- d't' s of admission to membership in 

[ To observe irnphCltly the con t wn 

the class . th arne county, refer ence 
2 .· I~ making assignments to . instit~tio~s m e s 

will be had to th 3 following constderatw~s . amon CT the school commis-
a. The proper di3tr~bution of the c asses ' "' 

sioner districts of the st .!;e. to accommodate the g reatest number of 
b. 'fhe locatjon of ,~he class 

suitable candidates . . t't t 'o as will give assur,wce of doing· 
01 h · ment of the m s t u 1 n 

c. .._. c eqmp . d r actice of t eaching. 
substantial work, both in the t heorr a~h_P instruction cro into the treasury 

3. The funds paid by the state ~rd. t.sd al Truste"es who PJ.Y a fixed_ 
of the institution, and not to any m tVl u . 



110 REPORT OF THE [Bl 

salary to their principal cannot allow teachers to share iu these funds as an 
.extra compensation. 

II. QUALIFICA'l'IONS FOR ADMISSION. 

1. Candidates must be at least 16 years of age at the time of entrance. 
2. They must subscribe in good faith to the following declaration: 

"We, the subscribers, h ereby declare that our object in asking admission 
to the training class is to prepare ourselves for t eaching; and th at it is our 
purpose to engage in t eaching in the public schools of the state of New 
York, at the completion ol such pre paration." 

The principal and school commissioner must be satisfied that the candi­
dates have the moral character, tal ents, and aptness necessary to success in 
teaching. 

3. B efore admission they must hold as a minimum qualification either 
an unexpired third grade teacher's certificate and have attained an average 

·standi~g of 60 per cent in American history and civil government, und er 
the umform examinations, or, in addition to a regents' preliminary certifi­
cate and pass card in physiology, hold a twelve-count certificate. Four of 
such counts shall be in English, two in American hi story, two in civil gov­
ernment, and the other four optional. 

4. Candidates entering an examination, in order to qualify for entrance 
to any training class, shall present to the examiner a certifi cate from some 
reputable teacher, that in such teacher's judgment the candidate is capable 
of passing the examination and worthy to enter a training class. Such 
certificate shall be forwarded to the state superintendent's office with the 
answer papers of the candidate. 

III. ORGANIZATION. 

1. The school year is divided into two terms of not les than eighteen 
nor more than twenty week · each. 

2. The class must consil:;t of not less than ten nor more than twenty-five 
members. 

3. The compensation allowed institutions for the instruction will be at 
the rate of $1 for each week 's instruction of each member. 

4. To ·ecure the most promising candidates, the following information 
should be fully announced prior to the organization of the class : 

a. The date on which the class is to be or·ganized . 
b. The conditions of admission. 
c. The ch aracter and advantages of a professional course of study. 
d. The importance of t hi s work in securing teachers' certificates. 
5. Principals should consult the school commissioner with a view of 

ecuring, from the schools under his visitation, as member s of the ch;ss , 
those persons wbo intend to teach. 

6 T hree periods of 45 minutes each. erery school day, must be occupied 
with instruction on the topics laid down in the course of study. Outside of 
the time given for thi s separate instruc tion, such members of the class a s 
have time and ability may be allowed t.o pursue other subjects, for which, 
however, no tuition may be charged, 

7. F r ee tuition includes all subjects embraced in the uniform and state 
examinations. 

1895.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 111 

The following law is perhaps one of the most far-reaching 
and progressive ever passed in any state. If its provisions are 
carried out, no person can be employed after January 1, 1897, 
to teach in the primary or gr:ammar grade of any city, who has 
not had at least three years of successful experience, or in lieu 
thereof has not had some amount of professional training. 

In a spirit of fairness , teachers are given nearly two years 
in which to prepare. If the law is rigidly enforced, as we pre­
sume it will be, it will raise the standard of professional teach­
ing, and will supply the best teachers for the lower grades of 
city and village schools, the places in such schools that most 
need skilled teachers. 

TO ENCOURAGE AND PROMO'l'E THE PROFESSIONAL 'l'RAJNING OF 
'l'EACHERS. 

SECTION 1. The board of education of the public school authorities of 
any city, except the city of New York, or of any village employing a super­
intendent of schools, may establish, maintain, direct and control one or more 
schools or classes for the professional instruction and training of teachers 
in the principles of education and in the methoJ of instruction for not less 
than thirty-eight weeks in each school year. 

SEc. 2. Toward the maintenance and support of th ese schools and 
classes establi bed pursuant to this act, or h eretofore established and main­
tained for similar purposes, and whose requirements for admission, and 
whose course of studies are made with tbe approval of th e state superin­
tendent of public instruction, and und er whose direction such classes shall 
be conducted, the said superintendent is h er eby authorized and directed in 
each year to set apart, to apportion and to pay frorr: the free school fund ~1 
for each week of instruction of each pupil; prov1ded, however , that sa1d 
appoi·tionm ent and payment sh all not exceed in the aggregate $100,000 in 
each year. Such apportionment and payment shall be made upon the report to 
the local superintendent of ·ch ools filed with the state super intendent of 
public instruction, who shall draw h is warrant upon the state treasur er for 
the amount apportioned. 

SEc. 3. Ii the total sum to be apportioned and to be paid as provided by 
section 2 of this act, shall in any one ) ear exceed the said sum of $100,000, the 
said state superin tendent of public instruction shall apportion to each school 
and class its lJro rata of said sum upon the basis described in section 2 of 
this act. 

SEC. 4. After January 1, 1897, no person shall ba employed or licensed 
to t each in the pr imary and grammar schools of an y city authorized by law 
to employ a superintendent of sch ools, who has not bad successful exper­
ience in teaching for at least three years, or, in lieu thereof, has not 
cOm]Jleted a three years' course in, and graduated from a high school or 
acad emy having a course. of study of not less than three years, approved by 
th e state superintendent of public instruction, or from some institution of 
learning of equ t': or h igh er rank, approved by the same authority, and who, 
subsequently to-ouch graduation, bas not graduated from a school 01· class 



112 REPORT OF THE [Bl 

fol' the professional training of teachers, having a course of study of not less 
than thirty-eight weeks, approved by the state superintendent of public 
instruction. Nothing in this act shall be construed to restrict any board of 
education of any city from requiring such additional qualifications of teachers 
as said board may determine; nor shalJ the provisions of this act preclude 
the board of aducation of any city or village from acceptino- the diploma of 
any state normal and training school of the state of New"' York, or a state 
certificate obtained on examination, as an equivalent for the preparation in 
scholarship and professional training herein required. 

NEBRASKA. 

The most important school law passed by the Nebraska leO'­
islature of 1895 was that providing for the free attendan~e 
of non-resident pupils in the nearest high schools. This act 
br ings a high school education within the reach of the brightest 
boys and girls of the neighboring rural schools. This law is 
worthy a careful consideration. It would free the boards of 
our city and town schools from the necessity of deciding who 
are, and who are not, non-resident pupils, which now is often 
exceedingly perplexing. It would incite the country schools to 
do better work, as their pupils can be admitted only upon the 
condition of having completed the course of the common school. 
It would tend to strengthen the high schools, both in equipment 
and in courses of study, as the state superintendent has power 
to determine what schools shall be considered within the pro­
visions of the act. 

AN AC'l' TO PROVIDE FREE AT'l'ENDANCE A'l' PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS. 

SECTION 1. All public hig h schools in this state which shall be deter­
mined by the state department of education to be properly equipped as to 
teachers, appliances, and course of study, Ehall hereafter be open to attend­
ance by any person of school age residing outside the district who is a 
resident of the state, and whose education cannot profitably be c;rried fur­
ther in the public school of the district of his residence; provided, that 
such pupil must have a certificate, signed by the county superintendent 
that said pupil has completed the common school course prescribed by th~ 
state department of education for work below the high school; provided, 
also, that such non-res ident pupils shall be subject in all respects to the 
same r~les and restricti~os as those which govern resident pupils attending 
such high school; provided, that such pupils shall attend at the nearest 
high school, or a high school of approved grade, in the county of their 
residence; and prorided, that when any high school shall be unable to-
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furnish accommodations to non-residents without constructi~g _or renting 
additional buildings, the board of education may refuse admissiOn to such 

pupils. . d · 
SEC. 2. The state department of educatiOn shal~ ha~e power, an It 

shall be its duty, to determine annually what school_s m this state ~~et the 
· eroents of the preceding section and are subJect to the proviSIOns of reqmr 

this act. . . . . 
SEC. 3. The school board of each school distriCt m the state whose high 

school is attended by pupils under the provisions of this act sh~ll, at the 

1 of each school year, report in such form as the state supermtendent 
c ose . h' h h .

1 shall prescribe, to the county board of each county m w 1c sue pup1 s are 
r esident, the number of pupils attending such school from such coun_ty and 
the length of time of attendance of each pupil in weeks as he_remafter 
specified, and such county board shall, at their first regular meetmg after 
the filing of such report, allow such district the sum of 50 cents for each 
pupil r eported for each week during any part of which such pupil shall 
have been in attendance, and order a warrant drawn on the school fund of 
such county in favor of such school board for the said sum, which claim 
shall be enforced in the manner provided by law fora other claims against 
counties, and the teacher's register shall be prima facie evidence of the 
attendance of pupils as set forth in such claim; provided, that when it can 
be shown that the actual cost of education per pupil in any high school is 
greater than the sum h erein specified, the county board may, in its discre-· 
tion, allow a greater sum, not exceeding the said actual cost of education 
per pupil in such high school. 

SEC. 4. The county board of each county in this state shall levy 
annually a sufficient tax to meet the expenses contemplated by the provi­
sions of this act, said tax not to exceed one mill on the dollar of the assessed 
valuation of said county for the preceding year, to be levied and collected 
in he manner provided by law for the levying and collection of other 
county taxes; and the funds so acquired shall constitute a county school fund; 
provided, that s~hool districts which maintain schools designated by the 
state departme:rt of education, as provided in section 2 of this act, shall be 
exempt from such levy. 

Approved April 8, 1895; in effect August 1, 1895. 

MINNESOTA. 

In 1893 the legislature of Minnesota enacted a law givingthe­
directors of every school district power to purchase text-books 
for free use in the schools under their charge. It also makes 
it the duty of the directors to submit the question of free text­
books to the electors upon the petition of five or more legal 
voters. 

8 
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We introduce the law here as a fair model of what we need 
in Iowa. The whole subject of free text-books, with comments 
upon this law, by the state superintendent of Minnesota, will 
be found on another page in this report. 

FREE TEXT-BOOKS. 

SECTION 1. The board of trustees or boar d of education of each and 
every school district in the state of Minnesota is h er eby authorized and 
empowered to select, adopt or contract for the text-books needful for the 
use of the school or schools under its char g·e· and the said board of trustees 
-or board of education shall have power to p~rchase the t ext-books selected 
or contracted for, and provide for the loan, free of charge or sale at cost, 
.of such t ext-books to tb e pupils in attendance at such school or schools. 

Provided, That no adoption or contract shall be for a period of less than 
three (3) years nor mor., than five (5) years, during which time•the text-books 
s o selected, adopted or contracted for shall not be changed. 

SE~. 2. Before any publisher, or publishers, shall enter or attempt to 
-enter mto a~y contract r. for the sale of t ext-books as her ein provided, t hey 
.shall file w1th the superintendent of public instruction of the state of 
~innesota, a list of their books, and the low·est prices at or for which they 
w1ll sell any or all of such books to any board of trustees in the sta te of 
.Minnesota, and they, the said publishers, shall deposit with the superin­
tendent of public instruction a sample copy of each book so list ed, which 
shall represent in style of binding, m echanical execution, general make-up 

.and matter the book or books they offer to sell to the board of trustees at 
·Or for the price13 so listed, and in no case shall prices be raised above said 
listed prices as filed . 

S:Ec. 3. It shall be the duty of the state superintendent of public instruc­
tion to furnish a certified copy of the list of books and prices filed in 
:accordance · with the provisions of section 2 of this a ct, to the district cl~rk 
Qf each common school district in the state of Minnesota. 

SEC. 4. Whenever five or more legal voters of any common school 
district in the state of Minnesota shall petition the board of trustees to sub­
mit to the legal voters thereof the question of providing free text-books to 
the pupils attending the schools under its charge, it shall be the duty of 

.said board of trustees to call a meeting of the legal voters of the district 
;giving ten days' notice, which notice shall st a te that the question of fre~ 
·text-books will be submitted at such meeting. Such question may be sub­
l:n:itted at. any . annual meeting, provided that notice sh all have been pre­
-vwusly g1ven m accordance with the provisions of this section. In case a 
tiD.ajority of the legal voters present and voting shall vote in favor of free 
text-books, it shall be the duty of the board of trustees to provide for the 

·same. 

SEC. 5. All books purchased in accordance with the provisions of this 
act shall be paid for out of the school funds of the respective districts; and 

·it shall be the duty of the school districts and their school boards to see 
>:that sufficient funds are raised and set aside for the purposes of this act. 

Approved March 24, 1893. 
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The following enactments are in the direct line of our remarks 
concerning the policy of encouraging college graduates to take 
up the work of teaching as a profession: 

STATE CERTIFICATES. 

The superintendent of public instruction is authorized: (1) To approve 
the diploma of a graduate of the normal school of another state. (2) To 
issue a state certificate to a graduate of a college or university upon condi­
tion that he has taught successfully in the public schools of this state one 
year and has received a fi rst grade certificate. (3) To examine teacher s in 
subjects named in the law and to issue a state certificate to persons qualified. 

The time limitations of state certificates are left to the judg ment of the 
superintendent of public instruction. Life certificates have no.legal force 
in case the teacher abandons educational work for three years, except upon 
the endorsement of the same by the state superintendent. 

Approved Aprill8, 1893. 

COLLEGE DIPLOMAS. 

SECTION 1. The teach er s' univer sity certificate issued by the univer sity 
of Minnesota t o g raduates of the department of pedagogy in said university 
shall be valid as a certificate of the first grade to tea ch in the public 
schools of the state of Minnesota for a period of two years from date of 
graduation 

SEC. 2. At the expiration of two years of actual teaching the certificate 
of such graduate may be endorsed by the president of the university and 
the superintendent of public instruction upon satisfactory evidence that 
such service has been successful, and such endorsement shall make said 
certificate a permanent certificate of qualification; provided, that said 
e ndorsement may be canceled and its legal effect annulled by the superin­
tendent of public in~ruction upon satisfactory evidence of disqualification. 

SEC. 3. This act shall take effect an~ be in force from and after its 
• passage. 

Approved Aprilll, 1895. 

Under the title "Means of Training Teachers" we mentioned 
the possibility of utilizing to a much larger extent our high 
schools as a means of providing a limited amount of normal 
instruction. In 1895 Minnesota passed the following law for 
that purpose: 

NORM AL INSTRUCTION IN HIGH SCHOOLS. 

SECTION 1. That for the purpose of providing elementary normal 
instruction in the state hig h schools of Minnesota, the sum of t en thousand 
(10,000) dollars, or such a portion ther eof as may be needed shall be and is 
her·eby annually appropriated out of any money in the treasury not other­
wise appropriated , beginning with the fiscal year one thousand, eight hun­
dred and ninety-five (1895) , to be' paid as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 2. That whenever the board of education in any city or village in 
the state of Minnesota, in which there is a state high school, having a four­
year course, and classes doing work in each of the four grades therein, shall 
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provide in the senior year of their course for a review of the common school 
branches, geography, arithmetic, English grammar, United States history, 
and for instruction as to the best methods of teaching the said branches; 
and when the said board of education shall have notified the state high 
school board that the provisions of this statute shall have been fully com­
plied with, it shall be the duty of the said state high school board to have 
the said school examined by the state high school inspector; and if upon 
said examination it shall appear that the local school board having charge 
of the high school so examined, has fully complied with the provisions of 
this statute, the state high school board shall thereupon certify the facts to 
the state auditor; and the state auditor shall at the end of the school year 
1896, and upon the close of each succeeding school year·, so long as the ele­
mentary normal instruction above described shall continue to be given in 
accordance with the provisions herein set forth, issue his warrant upon the 
state treasurer for the sum of five hundred (500) dollars in favor of th e 
board of education having charge of the schools in which the above 
described work is done. Provided, however, that the state high school board 
shall certify each and every year to the work of each high school applying 
for aid under this statute before the state auditor's warrant shall issue 
upon the state treasurer. 

SEC 3. No pupil shall be admitted to the state high school training 
classes provided for in the second section of this statute who has not com­
pleted and passed the examination of the state high school board in the 
follq-vi.ng branches: English composition, civil government, physiology, 
elementary algebra, plane and solid geometry, three years' work in Latin 
language, or in the modern languages, or in lieu of the three years' work 
in Latin or the modern languages, one year's work in natural philosophy, one 
year's work in general history, one-half year's work in botany and one-half 
year's work in physical geography or chemistry. 

SEc. 4. That the state auditor's wanant shall not be drawn in favor of 
any board of education until the end of each school year, and only 
upon the certificate of the state high school board mentioned in section 2 of 
this statute, accompanied by the certificate of the superintendent or princi­
pal of the school applying for aid under this statute, to the effect that the 
teachers' training class in his school has numbered not less than eight 
pupils at any time during the current year. 

SEC. 5. The board of education in any city or village in Minnesota 
applying for aid under this act shall employ a special teacher to instruct 
the pupils in the teachers' training class, said teachers so employed shall 
be in addition to the number employed by the said board in its high school 
during the year next preceding the date of their application for aid under 
this act. Said special teacher shall be a regular graduate of the school of 
pedagogy of the university of Minnesota, or the school of pedagogy of any 
other college of equal rank or of the advanced course of a nor~al school 

SEC. 6. '.rhat for the purpose of this act and to carry out the provisions 
thereof the president of the board of directors of the state normal schools 
shall be and is hereby made ex-officio a member of the state high school 
board. 

SEC. 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its 
passage. 

Approved April 25, 1895. 
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WISCONSIN. 

No state took a more advanced position or enacte~ mtr: rad~ 
. a· . in 1895 than Wisconsin. We are ab. e o mser 
ICalleoislatlOn t . lati'on to county supermtendents. 

1 ·t of the ac m re . 
on y a par . mi'tted is the one which mstructs 1 ·mportant proVISO o 
The on yt 1 clerk not to place the name of any person upon the 
the ~oun y d' date for county superintendent who has 

~~c~~::~~!~tr:~:i::: e~idence that he has fully complied with 

the law. 
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

No erson shall be eligible to the office of 
SECTION ~· (Chlter 33:~all not at the time of his election or appoint­

county supermten~e wh~ h ols of the state for a period of eight months, 
ment have taught m pubh.c sc o~ such election or appointment hold a c.ertifi­
and who shall not at the tlme bl' hooll'n the state or a certlficate 

. . . t t h in any pu lC sc ' 
cate ent1tlwg h1m 0 eac . d t's cer·tificate and which shall be 

ty supennten en ' 
to be known as a coun . d t fte examination by, and upon the 

th t te su perm ten en a r 
issued by e s a . examiners for state certificates. 
recommendation of the board of. for state certificates shall, at the time 

2 T h board of exammers · . d f 
SEC. . e . t' f . state certificates now provlde or 

of holding th~ regular ex.amwa /~n~h~r county superintendent's certificate 
by law, examwe all apphcants o h which examination is now 

. d f pon the branc es upon 
herein prov1de or, u t'fi te and also upon school law, upon 
required for a first grade county cer; ;at.~ t schools and upon the super-
the organization and management o lS nc ' 

vision of district schools. . f t te certificates shall, in addition 
SEC. 3. The board of ex~ml:ers ~r sl:w hold in the month of July of 

to the examination now pr~vlde . o~ :eousl at three different points in 
each year, three examinatwns SlD1U ta . ytl'ons shall be held shall be 

· t here such examma 
the state. The pom s w d t d shall be chosen with reference 
determined by the state superil~ten ten.' adnl'fferent parts of the state. The 

d t . of app 1Can s 1n . 
to the accommo a lOD h e of examini.nO' appllcants for 

. . h ld h ll be for t e purpos b 
examwatwns so e s a . h . pr·ovided for Each of the 

· d t's cert1ficate ere1n · the county supermten en · · of a member of the 
. . h ll·b held under the supervlslOn 

three exammatwns s a e d h actel' of the examination shall 
· b t the scope an c ar ' · board of exammers, u · and the state superm-

. d b ' the board of exammers 
be previously determwe ::1 d on each subJ'ect upon which 

. d t' ' hall be prepare 
tendent. Pnnte ques 1008 ~ . d d the board of examiners shall 
h l . · . qui.red to be examme , an . 

t e app lCant 1s r e . t d shall file all papers so wr1tten 
examine the papers written by apphcan s an 
in the office of the state superintendent. 
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SEC. 4. All persons pass~ng the examination prescribed in section 3 to 
the satisfaction of the beard of ex aminers for state certificates, and who 
shall furnish satisfactory testimonials of moral character to the board of 
examiners, shall, upon the recommendation of the board, receive from the 
state superintendent the county superintendent 's certificate, which, together 
with the eight months ' experience in teaching in the public schools provided 
for in section 1, shall constitute a legal qualification to hold the office of 
county superintendent of schools. It shall also legally qualify the holder to 
1each in any public school in the state for which a firs t grade county certifi­
cate is now a legal qualification. 

DIPLOMAS. 

The first section of this act authorizes the state superin­
tendent to duplicate certificates granted by other states, pro­
vided they are of the same rank as those granted in Wisconsin. 
The remainder of the law is as follows: 

SEC. 2. Any person holding a diploma granted upon the completion of 
a regular collegiate course of the state university, or upon the completion 
of the full course of any Wisconsin normal school, may present such diploma 
to the state superintendent to be countersigned. No diploma shall be 
countersigned except the holder thereof shall furnish evidence satisfactory 
to the state superintendent of good moral character and one year's success­
ful teaching in a public school. The certificate granted upon the comple­
tion of the elementary course of any Wisconsin state normal school may be 
countersigned by the state superintendent. Wh en countersigned it shall 
have the force and effect of a limited state certificate in this state; but no 
such certificate shall be countersigned unless satisfactory evidence be fur­
nished the state superintendent of good moral character and successful 
experience in teaching a public school for eight months after the date of 
its issuance. 

SEC. 3. The holder of a diploma granted by any incorporated college or 
univer sity, whose r egular collegiate courses are fully and fairly equivalent 
to corresponding courses in the university of Wisconsin, and the holder of 
a diploma granted by a state normal school whose course of study is fully 
and fairly equivalent to the courses of study in the Wisconsin normal 
schools, may present such diploma, together with eviden ce of the required 
standing of the college, university or normal school gr·anting the same, to 
the state board of ex aminers. The applicant shall furnish therewith testi­
monials of good moral character and of two years ' successful teaching in a 
public school after the date of issue of said diploma. The diploma recom­
mended favv'rably by said board shall be countersigned by the state 
superintendent. 

y 
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MICHIGAN. 

- ulsor law. The following is 
Michigan in 1895 passed a comp y It will afford useful 

f "t principal features. "t 
a summary o 1 s b interested in the subject, as 1 

information to those wh~ ma~ . e . that state. The following 
h ws the trend of pubhc opmwn m 
~r~ some of its principal features: 

The school age for compulsory attendance: 
a. th oughout the state . 
1. Eight to f~urteen_ r"ties under police regulations. 
2 Seven to s1xteen lD c1 1. 

. The length of t ime pupils must attenc . 
b. h At 1 ast four mont s. . . . 
1. e l" •t d tO four months 1n Clt1eS. 
2. At~endance notpt1~~r: the provisions of this law: 
c. ch1ldren exem 

1 
1. Those who at tend plrivadte sc:qo:i:~d the ordinary branches usually 
~ Those who have a r ea y a 
"'· · bl" c schools. 

taught lD t~e pu 1 h ysically unable to attend. 
3. Pup1lS who are ph th n two miles from a school. 
4 Pupils living fart er a . 

· h v app01nted: d" t · t d Truant officer s- o> d d d township school 1s r1c s. l Appointed by school board of gra e _and under the primary school 
. h chools are orgam ze t 

2. In townships w er e s . d - f chool inspectors is the truan 
law, the ch airman of th e towsh1p boar o s 

officer. . . the tr uant officer is det ailed from 
3. In cit ies under police superv1sl0nb, l than $1.50 per day for time 

B " salary shall not e ess 
the police force. 1S • h d " ct ion of th e school board. 
actually employed under t e 1re . -

e. Attendance at school: th Monday following a notification by 
1. Pupils shall commence on e 

the truant officer. . t hool at least eight half-days in 
2. P arents must send ch1ldren o sc 

ea:lh week. . 1 b fine or imprisonment. 
3. Failure t o comply pum sh ec Y t bl" hed in any school district having 
f. An ungraded schoo~ may be es a 1S 

a school census of 500 pup1ls . 
g . Juvenile disorderly per sons: 

Habitual truants from any school. 
;: Children in school who are lulngotve~::n~:~hool 
3. Children who do not and wi no a . 

• 
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ILLINOIS. 

For many years deadlocks in school boards have been frequent 
in Iowa, sometimes continuing for months. They always cause 
bad feeling, and sometimes seriously impair the interests of the 
schools. It is exceedingly desirable that our law should be so 
changed as to render this less likely to occm in our independent 
city districts. The legislation in Illinois is along the line which 
seems very desirable for Iowa. 

INCREASING 'l'HE NUMBER OF SCHOOL INSPECTORS ELECTE D UNDER 

SPECIAL ACTS. 

S ECTION 1. That in all cities in this state having over 10,000 and less 
than 100,000 inhabitants, whose schools are now operated under special law, 
and where, by such special law, board. of school inspectors, consi ting of six 
members (three in each of two districts) are elected, such board shall here­
after consist of seven members: and at the time other members of such 
boards are elected in April, 1895, and each three year s thereafter, such 
additional member shall be elected for a term of three year s, by all the 
voters entitled to vote at school elections of the entire school territory 
embraced in said two districts; and whenever such additional member is to 
be elected h e shall be designated and voted for as "member of board of 
chool inspectors at large. " 

SEC. 2. Wher eas, an emergency exists, therefore this act shall take 
effect and be in force from and after its passa<re. 

Approved March 6, 11595. 

In some districts there is a strong desire to establish and 
maintain a kindergarten at public expense. The following act 
gave power to have it done in Illinois. It will be noticed that 
there is nothing compulsory in the act. 

TO AUTHORIZE BOARDS OF EDUCATIO~ AND DIREC1'0RS TO ESTABLISH 

l{INDERGARTEN SCHOOLS. 

SECTION l. That in addition t o other grades or departments now estab­
lished and maintained in the public schools of the state, any school district 
managed by a board of education or a board of directors is hereby 
empowered, when authorized by a majority of all the votes cast at an 
election for that purpose, such election to be called and held in accordance 
with the provi ions of article IX of an act entitled "An act to e tablish 
a.nd maintain a system of free school , " approved and in force May 21, 1889, 
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189::> ·] · · t kinder-
bl' schools of such dtstnc a 

tablish in connection with the pu ~~ of children between the ages of 
to ~s or kindergartens for the in.struc wn e manner as other grades and 

I:~~e:nd six years, to b~ paid fo~ l~!~:t:~d in the public schools of sue~ 
d 

rtments now establlshed an h a· t ict from the school tax fund . o 
epa accruing to sue lS r es of such kw-

~~:t:~~~~ s~~l~::~~ed to de~~i ~ee ~U:f~~~;e~r ~::: t::P:al tax and the 
rten but the same s a . 

derga ' venue of said distr1ct . . under this act shall 
special school r e . kindergartens establlshed th holder 

S EC· 2. All teachers m 'ded b law certifying that e 
hold a certificate issu~d as pr~~inder:arten principles, and is competent 

f h as oeen exammed upo 
the reo 
to teach the same. 

Approved April17, 1895. . . n in other states concerning their 
These extracts from le~lslatlO tly multiplied. They are 

ducational interests mlght be greaf which they are inserted 
e f the purpose or 
u:fficient however, or . t'on that we have recom· 

~ this r~port. They justify the asse: l the changes which we 
ln a· l r stran ae l1l t 
mended nothing ra lCa o . . . o Iowa it is true, are differen 

t d The condltlons m ' b t the have sugges e . ·sting in these states, u 
in many respects from those exl educational principles are 

h ols are the same, . will 
wants of our sc o . h l . lation along these llnes as 
the same, and we need s':c egls 
most benefit the schools m Iowa. 

• 
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1Recrolog~. 

'CUt. :t. Sboup, 

'mil. 'mil. :tamte.son. 

a;, E. l?eeo. 

'mil. 'lb. lDf&.son. 

:t. ~. Sweette)?. 

"B ack again, back a crain 
Cradle h · 1 " ' earth unto earth· 

IS s umbers wh ' 
Take the fi 0 cradled his birth· 

orm tenderlv t ' 
Gather it lo ving/ h - cos~ to thy breast; 

F 'd . 'Y ome to zts rest . 
o,, It a wa fi h ' 

y, or t e tenant has Bed.,, 
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IN MEMORIAM. 

W. J. SHOUP. 

William J. Shoup at the time of his death was the principal of the, 
Lincoln school in Dubuque- a position which he had occupied since 1876. 
He was born in Pennsylvania in 1846, being 47 years old at the time of his­
death . Of the earlier years of his life there is little to be said. He lived 
with his mother on a farm near Galesburg, Ill. When the rebellion broke 
out, his two older brothers entered the army, as did also his younger, while . 
he remained at home to care for his mother and sister. In 1864 he yielded 
to his patriotic impulses and enrolled himself as a soldier in the Union 
army. Only once in an acquaintance extending over m&.ny years was he ever 
heard to refer to this, when he remarked that he never boasted of his 
army record, but that he received his first drill under the enemy's fire, and 
his awkward squad was exercised on the field of battle. Only a year in the 
service, but the hardships and trials he endured developed the disease of 
which he afterward died. In 1873 he graduated from Knox college and 
after teaching at various places found his work for long years in Dubuque. 
In estimating his work as a teacher we must place him among the ranks of 
conservatives. The newer way had no especial attraction for him unless 
he could be convinced that it was a better way. The usefulness of a method 
might attract him, but not the mere novelty of it. He hated all pretense 
and sham; he had no patience with the tinsel and display intended only to 
catch the popular applause. Yet he was not narrow minded, nor was he in 
any sense devoid of enthusiasm in his profession. He believed in the com­
mon scho<"'t; in the necessity for teaching thoroughly the common branches. 
It was the great study of his life how to teach well those things which the 
average child most needs to know. 

Had Mr. Shoup lived he would have taken high rank as an author. His. 
school books found a large sale, beeause they were the result of successful 
experiences in the school room. He was the possessor of a pure, yet. 
vigorous u rerary style- both prose and poetry. The disease which 
enfeebled his body did not in any degree diminish his love for authorship. 

In editing the Normallll onthly for some years he brought to it all the 
resources of heart and hand. He had his opinion upon educational matters. 
as concerns Iowa, and he expressed them without fear or favor. But as a 
man, a friend, and a Christian, Mr. Shoup's character was like fine gold; or 
a pure garment whitened only as a fuller can whiten it. Not alone in the . 
presence of his pupils, but at all times and places, his habits were such as 
they might well imitate. His pupils knew this, and they respected him as. 
m uch as they loved him. He was a most genial friend and companion,. 
manly and noble, but not frivolous nor tritiing. 
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WILLIAM W J W. W. J AMIE80N. 
' AMIESON lat · was born in w . ' e supenntendent f 

died in Keokuk ai~~~gtJon county, Pennsyl~a~~: KOeotkubk public schools 
H ' ' ' anuary 26, 1893 ' c o er 11, 1824 a d 

Is early years were . ' n 
acquiring an element passed upon a farm and h . 
country schools of ary :ducation were tho~e affor Is opportunities for 
Wheeling, W. Va that. tr.me. In 1847 he entered d~d by ~he common 
college at W~sh' ., remarmng there a year He th Lmdsey mstitute, at 

' ~ mgton p · en enter d w · 
from that school in S' enn., and after three yeal's of st d e ashmgton 
Greek during th l eptember, 1851, havincr served u y w.as graduated 
service in an acadeemast{ear ?f his college ~ourse. a;_fttutor IU Latin and 
where he was en ""y, . e resrgned and r emoved to ' er three years of 

In the .ga.,ed IU general merchandi . vestern Pennsylvania 
meantime some f M smg, ' 

urged him to come o r. J a mieson 's college frien 
Accepting their . . t~ Keokuk and establish th ds and classmates 
lOth of Ma o Invrtatwn, be arrived in Keokuk ere. a classical school. 
Classical a~ ~:nt~d a ~rivate school, having for~~nl 5, 1858, and on the 
thirteen u 'l ematwal School for Bo s I s name The Keokuk 
t eacher b~c~~se, abut the. attendance speed ilyy i~cr'!'ehe dschoo.l opened with 

. necessrty I th' ase until an · 
tramed for the dut' . · n Is private school h assrstant 
business and in t res of life. Many of them have un~reds of boys wer e 
and high regardhfe pMrofessions, and they uniformlybeenkhr~hly successful in 

or 1 r Jam· spea wrth g. t 
In June 1868 l\lr J. reson as a teacher and • rea respect 

h ' ' ... r . amieso a man . 
sc ools of K eokuk As . n was elected superintend 
system of the cit , raprdly as was possible he , en~ of the public 
introduced bett y schools, brought them into th . reorgamzed the whole 
work and a hi .::methods of teaching, and insi err proper relationships, 

Unde h. g ';'r~de of scholarship. sted upon thoroughness of 
r IS admrnrstrati th 

rank with the best s on e Keokuk public schools 
advance the school" chools of. the west. While until'itoo~ and. maintained 
the real interests o/ t~e was .wrsely conservative and ng In hrs efforts to 
the schools upon a fi e puprls should be subser~ed b;~s %o.re anxious that 
to him or his schoot: ~nd ~nduring basis, than that notUI . ~ng the work of 
value. r oug attempting radical f one y should come 

Mr Jam· re orms of doubtful final 
· reson was a 

'Singular! fre man of broad charit and 
he was Jway: f~~: any na:row tendencies :nd eg:~::: a~indn~ss of heart. 
teachers, give such ~u t~ hs.ten to suggestions from hi to ~Is ~wn plans 
approval, to adopt th g,e~twns due consideration a d s ·tllncrpals and 
another's, the me . e~ wrthout a thought that b' . n ' I they met his 
a quiet worker an~I~~fkhrs own. work should seem to s~~aus:h the ideas were 
tations of all kinds toh no delight in newspaper notorie:r Fereby, He was 
m d h' ' e noble hon t Y· reefrom ff 
to ~h:m1:}~r!nsc;;:~80~~d teachers hi:sp:r~~~a~~:~~~~l asi:h~icity of hi: l~f: 

een, personal loss. ' n rs death carried 
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G. E . REED. 

George E. R eed was born at Vinton, Benton county, Iowa, October 18, 
1858. Mr Reed gained his elementary education in the city schools of 
Vinton, and by an attendance of one year at Tilford academy. In 1880 h e 
graduated at the Iowa agricultural college. During his college course he 
taught in the country schools of Iowa. After graduation he was first 
assistant in the Northern Iowa normal school at Algona, for four years. 
From a position in the Spencer public schools he went in the fall of 1893 to 
accept a place in the high school of Sioux Falls, S. D. 

While absent, he was elected to the office of county superintendent for 
Clay county, and entered upon its duties January 1, 1894, in the midst of 
which he died, after a service of eight months. Mr. Reed entered upon this 
work with great energy and gave every promise that the schools of the 
county would continue to progress under his administration. He died at 
Spencer, September 3, 1894, after an illness of one week. 

Superintendent Reed was at all times in deep sympathy with educational 
progress , and as a teacher and educator he must be ranked with the best. 
For hundreds who knew him, his g reatest teaching is the lesson of his life 
and the inspiration of his death. 

W. H. DIXSON. 

ln th€ death of superintendent William H. Dixson, of the Algona public 
schools, the state loses a most earnest educator. Mr. Dixson was born in 
Oneida county, New York, in February, 1847. His early education was. 
obtained in ~ country school, and during his youth and early manhood he 
lived in the country, carrying on the business of farming, and teaching 
school a part of the time. His interest in school work led him in 1873 to 
enter the normal school conducted by A . S. Kissell, at Des Moines. Leaving 
the rural schools for the g raded schools, he began work as a teacher in DeR 
Moines, in 1874, and a year or two later was advanced to be principal of the 
Webster school, an important ward school in the east city. In 1882 he was 
chosen superintendent of the Webster City schools, and in 1887 was elected 
superintendent of the public schools at Algona, which position he held until 
forced to give up all worlr. 

Mr. Dixson's place in the ed ucational world was attained entirely by his. 
own energy and ambition. Forced to earn his own livin~ very early in life, 
he thus laid the foundations of a self-reliant manhood. Of great executive 
ability, he carried out his well-laid plans of school organization, and the· 
discipline and system in the Algona schools are a monument to his memory. 
No question concerning the goocl of the schools was too trivial for him to 
notice, and while firmly holding to his own ideas of school work, he won the 
aid of his teachers by his genial interest in their welfare. He died mourned 
by the entire community. One of the touching incidents of his funeral was 
the procession of school children marching through the church to take a. 
last look at their revered superintendent. 
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J. K. SWEENEY. 

John Kane Sweeney came to Iowa in 1857, and located at Washington, 
filling the chair of Greek in the college at that place. He was born in 1829, 

.and graduated from Franklin college, Ohio, in 1854. He taught at Morn­
ing Sun for six years, and after that at various places in Iowa, finishing his 
work at East Waterloo, in which position he remained for eight years. 

Mr. Sweeney was an earnest worker in all lines of educational effort. 
In two of the earlier institutes, at Cedar Falls and at Iowa Falls, he had 

·charge of the mathematics. Failing health compelled him to relinquish 
teaching soon after he left the East Waterloo schools. He died at his home 
near Waterloo, October 7, 1895. 

Mr. Sweeney was always active in educational gatherings, and his advice 
and counsel were very welcome. His fellow teachers had confide nce in his 
judgment and in the integrity of his motives. He worked faithfully and 
honestly for the good of his scholars, without any ostentation or parade. 
Firmly believing in public school education, the schools of Iowa are to-day 
better and stronger because of his labors in them. A good citizen, a firm 
friend, an earnest teacher, .and a consistent Christian, his name and his 
-work will be held in remembrance for a long time by all who knew him. 
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SCHOOL BOOKS. 

TEXT-BOOK LAW. 

REPORTS. 

FREE TEXT-BOOKS. 



THE TEXT-BOOK LAW. 

The present text-book law, as far as we are informed, is 
giving good satisfaction, and we have no amendments to sug­
gest. We believe that the law, as it now stands, tends to 
lessen the price of books, and to prevent too frequent changes. 

In view of the fact that the contracts for five years in many 
counties will soon expire, we have obtained certain opinions 
from the attorney-general of the state. We publish them as a 
matter of inforrrLation to all who may be interested in the work-­
ing of this law : 

STATE OF IOWA i' 
O FFICE OF AT'l'ORNEY-GE1mRAL l. 

DES MOINES, July 11, 1895. ' \ , 

Han. Henry Sa bin, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Des Moines, Iowa:­

DEAR SIR-Your favor of the 2d inst. duly at hand, in which you ask my 
opinion upon the following question: 

"The contract of adoption of text-books under the first part of chapter 
U, laws of 1890, having expired, must the board of a district, before entt,r­
ing into another contract as empowered to do by the new section 1, from 
chapter 35, laws of 1894, advertise in full compliance with section 5, or may. 
the board of such a district proceed at once to make a new contract, with• 
any firm desired, without the formality of a notice by publication as. 
required by said section 5?" 

The amendment referred to in the Twenty-fifth General Assembly does­
not change chapter 24, acts of the Twenty-third General Assembly, with. 
reference to the purchasing of text-books ar.d necessary supplies. In my 
opinion, the provision of section 5, chapter 24, acts of the Twenty-third• 
General Assembly, is mandatory, and the board of directors would have no· 
authority to purchase text-books or other necessary supplies without adver­
tising for bids and letting the contract to the lowest and best bidder. 

The provision 'If section .5 creates a continuing obligation upon the board 
which makes a contract for text-books, etc., to advertise for bids as often. 
as a contract is made. I cannot readily see how it can be claimed other­
wise. The same reasoning that would lead to the conclusion that it was 
only necessary to advertise for bids and let the contract to the lowest biddeF 
when this system of purchasing text-books was first adopted, would as 
readily lead to the conclusion that the power of the board having been once 
exercised, it would have no further authority to make another contract. 

If the power to purchase text-books extended from year to year, then 
the manner of making such purchase must be complied with. The language 
of the statute commanding the directors to so advertise is no less imperative 

9 
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I am therefore of the opinion that without another election of the people· 
on the question of the uniformity of school books of the county, that the 
board of education may enter into another contract, such a one as is con­
templated by the act, but cannot agree with the idea tbat a five-year 
contract is contemplated. Yours respectfully, 

MILTON REMLEY, 

A ttorney-General. 

We include a carefully compiled synopsis of the contract 
pr ice paid for each grade of text-books, as r eported by lthe 
county superintendents, in conformity with chapter 24, of th~ 

Twenty-third General Assembly. 
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CONDENSED REPOE~ 
As pro1<ided for by sect ion 10, Chapter 24, Laws of 1890, o f the list of text-books selected by the county boards of education, 
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RF~ADER-Fi rst .. ....... . . ... . ..... . .... . . . .... ! .13 * .21 $ .16 S .14 $.16 t .16 $.15 $ .16 ! .13 $ .18 $ .20 $.21 $.18 * .29 $ .18 $.12 ! .16 $.20 $ .14 .f .19 t .16 

Second.......... . .... . ............ . ........ .23 .24 .25 .21 25 .28 .25 .28 .2.3 .27 .28 .32 .27 .27 .27 .24 .25 .28 .23 .28 .28 
Tbird.. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . .3·! .34 .35 .iJO .3.5 .40 .34 .40 .32 .36 .40 .42 .36 .36 .36 .34 .35 .40 .29 .38 .40 
Fonrtl1...... . ...... .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38 .40 .45 .40 .45 .56 .4.'5 .56 .38 .45 .:;2 .53 .41 .4ii .45 40 .45 .52 .38 .48 .56 
Irlft b... .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. .54 . .'\8 .6o .72 .60 .72 60 .72 .54 68 .72 .so .6o .67 .68 .58 .60 .72 .68 .72 .72 

SPEw¥r~~~:,:ii~i~:::::::::::::::::::: : ::: : ::: : :.i5: : :.i4: : :-~5: : y;: : :-~~: . :-~5: : :-~5: : :-~3- .:M· : :-~ ~- : :.i6_ + :.15: . }~_ ,+ :.16:,: :.i.5: . _j~- : j5· :: i3_ : :.i6: : :-~6: :: :~~ 
:~WRrTLN G.. . . . .. . . .. . . . ... ...• .• .. .. • ••• .. . ... .72 .77 t .67 .84 .72 .72 84 .72 t .66 .72 84 .96 .84 

.18 ARITRMETTG-Primary. . .. . . .............. . . .12 .28 .23 .24 .25 23 .27 .26 .23 .28 .28 .28 
Intermediate. . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26 .40 ... .......... . : .45 .26 38 .30 . . . . . . . . . . " .25 
uomplete . ......... .. ....... . ... .. . . . . . . . . . .38 .68 .49 .60 .50 .59 .64 .38 .64 .50 1.48 70 

Gil:osiilp':~0r;,;t~od·t;ct<i;.Y::::: : ::::::: : :::: · · 44· · ·.44. · ·.44· · ·.oo· · ·.44· ··.ail· :~~ :~ · ·_4·1 .. 44· ·.aii ·.4ii 
Oomplete ... . ....................... . .... 1.00 1.00 .96 .81 1 00 .81 .96 1.00 .90 .96 .81 .95 
l:'bysical.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80 .80 . . . . . .87 . . . . . 1.00 .87 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88 

LANGUAGE LESSONS- . .. .... . ... . .. ... .. . ... . t .53 t .18 t .32 .!!2 .32 t .22 .32 t .18 t .17 t .31 t .14 .33 
Grammar aod composition ..... . ... . ..... t .41 .52 .50 t .40 .50 .51 .50 .49 .49 .49 .52 .55 

PHYSIOLOGY-Primary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23 .24 .2! .24 .23 .24 . . . . . .24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28 
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FREE TEXT-BOOKS. 

It is worthy of note that no state which has once made the 
text-books used in the public schools free, has r eturned to the 
old plan of having each pupil purchase his own. 

The universal testimony is to the effect that the system of 
free books greatly stimulates attendance, and thus promotes 
the efficiency of the school. 

We do not intend to enter upon a full discussion of the sub­
ject at this time. The success attending the use of free books 
in other states is the best guaranty that the plan is feasible and 
practical. Having succeeded elsewhere, it can be made to suc­
ceed in Iowa. If it has accomplished all that was expected of 
it in.states where it has had a fair trial, then it is worthy a trial 
in Iowa. If it has proved a blessing to the children in other 
communities, why should not the children in Iowa have the 
benefits of it ? 

The addition which it necessitates in the tax levy is almost 
imperceptible. The relief which it affords to parents, who are 
too often illy able to bear the expense of furnishing books, is 
very grateful. It takes away from many families the only 
excuse for not sending children to school, and it takes away 
from the teacher any valid excuse for not organizing her 
classes on the very first day of the term. 

It is an economy, in point of expense, and an equally great 
economy in point of saving time. Besides this, it is just_ 
Everything else, the heating, the desks, the crayon, the serv­
ices of the teacher, the house, and all the other appliances of 
the school, except the text-books, are without money and with­
out price. There is no good reason why books should be made 
an exception. 

There was a time in the history of the public school when 
the teacher boarded around; when each farmer furnished a, 
load of wood for the wi11ter fires; when the boys took turns in 
cutting it up ; when rate bills were collected; but these things 
have changed with the spirit of the age, and all that is now 
needed to make our schools free in reality, as they are in name, 
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is to furnish school books and supplies as we furnish all other 
necessaries, at the public expense. 

We make some extracts from reports of other states to for­
t ify our posit ion. These r eports speak from actual experience. 

MAI NE. 

Atten tion is called to the reduction in the cost of books to 
each pupil. 

The sch ool year h ere reported is the second since the law r eqllln ng 
towns to furnish free books, went into effect. As t he resu lt, fo r the first 
time in the history of our schools, there is practically both u niformity of 
books within a ll necessary requirements, and, what is quite as essential, 
prompt and full supply. A nd t he ex pense of th e plan has been ver y much 
small er than was anticipated. The average cost per pupil supplied fo r the 
two years has been less than $1 per year . T h e average fo1· the la st year 
~vas 58 cents. 

MASSACH USETTS. 

The law in Massachusetts includes supplies of all kinds. 
Taking all th e pupils enroll ed in the schools, th e en tir e t ax for books 

1nd supplies aver·aged $1.70 per pupil. T he average for the eig h t year s 
;ince the enactment of t h e law is $1.62 per annum for each child. 

N EW JERSE Y . 

The superintendent in New Jersey specifies the following 
1dvantages of supplying tex t-books at public expense. He adds 
n another place that the law is operating to increase the regis­
oration of pupils, and to cause a much larger increase in the 
w erage attendance. 

Among the advantages of supplying text -books at public 
~xpense are the following : 

1. Greater economy, since books purchased at wholesale can be sup­
>lied at a less cost . 

2. All pupils will be supplied with the same kind of books, thereby 
acilitating the org anization of classes and enabling more systematic g l"ading 
md instruction. 

3. The transfer of pupils from one sch ool to anoth er· without the expense 
1f purchasing new books. 

4. The saving of a great deal of time now lost at the beginning of a 
chool term, and on the occasion of promotions, by reason of the delay of 
1upils in purchasing their own books. 

5. The use of books under proper care and restrictions until the same 
Lre fully worn out, thus ext ending the life of a book almost twofold . 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The superintendent in Pennsylvania makes the strong point 
:hat the statistics show a very marked increase in attendance, 

• 
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especially in the upper grades, since the adoption of fr ee text­
books. 

The beneficent results of th e free tex t-book act are visible in many of 
t h e larger ·towns and cities. So far a s has been ascertained. a t t h e present 
writing the attendance has g r eatly increased, especially in the upper grades. 
The chiid r en will no longer be kept fl"om studying certain bra nch es through 
a lack of the necessar y books, nor will the boys be kept out of sch ool, a s 
t h ey r each the advanced g r ades, because th e parents a re unable to p ur ­
cha.se the t ext-books. The care of the books will in spire respect fot" publk 
property, while the danger of infection , wh ich some fear ed fr_om soiled 
books, bas been larg·ely over come by the use of paper cover~, wbwh ca n be 
cast aside and replaced by a fresh cover when a book passes mto new han ds. 
~.rhe system has not failed , except in sch ools whose t eachers lack disciplin · 
ary power. 

T he free text-book la w is a step towar ds th e solution of the most momen­
tous problem now before the people of Penn ylvania. Our industrial life 
attracts immigrants from foreign countries in countless numbers. Their 
children must be assimila t ed by our social and civil life, or th ey will drift 
into t h e criminal classes. 

NEBRASKA. 

The r eports which come to us from teacher s and school 
officers in Nebraska show that the law, after a trial of three 
_years, is giving eminent satisfaction. Ther e is nowhere a dis­
position to go back to the old custom. 

The text-book law bas been in for ce for tht·ee years. Our people are, 
a lmost without exception , pleased with the operation of the law. Th is law 
provides that the district board of each school district shall b uy all b ooks 
necessary for the childr en while a ttendin g school; th ese books are loaned 
to the pupils for their u ·e . Under this law all necessary supplies, such as 
pens, pencils , ink, note books, st a tionery, et c., a r e a lso required to be fur­
nish ed by the district to the pupils in attendance. 

It is remarkable that since th e enactment of this law, which was fram ed 
af te l" careful consideration, and after th e collection of a lar ge amount of 
information regarding the t ext-book laws of other states, not a single amen d­
ment bas been suggested in the legislatm·e . Our people find it less expen­
s ive and more satisfactory every way than the former custom of parents 
fu mishing their children with books and supplies at private coat . 

MINNESOTA . 

In Minnesota it is worthy of notice that the firs t outlay for 
cost of books is about $1 per pupil. After that the annual 
expense is estimated at about 30 cents. 

T h e law of 1893, providing for fr ee text-books, has already bome excel­
lent fruit. At the presen t time nearly half the districts are loaning text ­
books free of charge, and a third of the remaining ones are furnishing them 
a t cost . The latte r plan, however , is not sa tisfactory , and the remaining 
step will , in most cases, soon be taken. The infl uence of t h e more pro­
g ressive distr icts i s being felt by the conset·vatiYe ones, and t he prospect 
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now is that the old plan of compelling each pupil to buy hi own books will, 
in a few years more, be practically at an end. As nearly as can be ascer­
tained, the first cost of the books averages about $1 per pupil. This outlay 
carries the district through one year. After that the annual expense will 
be about 30 cents. This reduction in the cost of books is but one in the list 
of advantages to be gained. Organization can be completed the first day of 
the session, lessons assigned, and all the classes put in good working order. 
Pupils are supplied at once with everything needed, they k now what to do, 
they have the means to do it, and there is no excuse for delay. In diEtl'icts 
working under the old plan, whole weeks, and sometimes the whole term, 
pass away before a large percentage of the pupils at•e prepared to do the 
work which would render their presence of any value to themselves or the 
school. During these week of waiting they become restless, inattentive, 
and often misch ievous and unmanageable. They contract indolen t and 
vicious habits, h·om which they ,seldom fully recover. B esides, their exam­
ple is cont!tgious, and the usefulness of the school is materially impaired. 
Parents frequently cut the Gordian knot by keeping their children out of 
school altogether. This is true to an extent not even suspected, except by 
those who have given the matter serious consideration. It is now a com­
mon r emark among county superintendents that there has been a great 
improvement in attendance wherever the free text-book system has gone 
into operation. 

In view of all the facts which we can gather, we believe that 
a law should be enacted allowing the board at their discretion 
to furnish books and supplies free of cost to the pupils in the 
schools under their charge. There is little danger that they 
would take such a step unless they beJ ieve the public opinion of 
the dist r ict would sustain them. They should also be obliged 
to submit this question to the electors of the district , whenever 
a certain number , fiye or more perhaps, of the legal voters 
petition them to do so. 
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THE HIGH SCHOOL. 

The right of the high school to exist is not seriously ques­
tioned in any intelligent community. It was originally 
designed to afford all classes of children the opportunity to 
gain something beyond the elementary education afforded by 
the district school. As long as the high school keeps within its 
proper limits, and does not trespass upon those of the college 
or university, public opinion will sustain it. While the high 
schools may very properly, and should, form the connecting 
link between the common schools and higher institutions, this 
is not the main purpose for which they were established. 

In educational discussions concerning high schools, there 
has of late been too much prominence given to the relation of 
the high school to the college, while the vastly more important. 
relation of the high school to the public has been, in a measure, 
ignored. This arises largely from the fact that college presi­
dents and professors have directed these discussions into a 
channel most in accordance with their own interests. 

How much can a high school do and do well? Should it have 
a course of two years, or one of four? These are questions to 
be determined by the environment of the school. No ambition 
to have the school upon the list of those accredited by the uni­
versity or the normal school should have any weight in extend­
ing the course beyond what the instructors are fitted to teach, 
or that for which the taxpayers are able to pay. The high 
school should put itself in a position to do the greatest amount 
of good to the greatest number. Its influence should be felt 
along the lines of preparing teachers for their work, and, in a 
greater degree, in inspiring pupils with correct ideals of those 
things which make life a success. 

The great amount of knowledge which he picks up in his 
course, the number of studies in which he has managed to pass 
his examinations, are of minor concern to the high school 
graduate. If he has not the ability to assume the attitude of 
an independent thinker; if he has not acquired habits of appli­
cation and powers of concentration; if he is not able to 
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undertake lines of investigation and study, his work in the high 
school has not been under the direction of a master's hand. 

We would not lower the tone of high school education in any 
degree, but we would broaden its scope. It should fit for the 
college or the university, as it does now, because through this 
avenue many students are able to fit themselves for greater 
usefulness. The state can afford to encourage them. But the 
high school must.be made to subserve a far larger class whose 
school education must needs end there. 

We quote from an Iowa superintendent, believing that "his 
words are words of truth and soberness:" 

It is a growing belief with the writer that the doors of the high school 
should be opened freely to all those who are fit to get benefit from its 
courses. When it is evident that a boy or girl will get more benefit from 
the pursuit of a high schqol course, in whole or in part, than he would from 
the further pursuit of elementary school studies, he should be admitted 
there if he craves admission. The high school, as well as the elementary 
school, was established for the pupil who can get little as well as for the one 
who can get much. We are sometimes apt to proceed with a policy that 
assumes, unless a pupil can get a definite quantity in a certain grade or 
department, he is entitled to nothing beyond, and must stay there until he 
does get that definite quantity, although he never can get it. Now, a half 
loaf will give to a common man more nourishment, in proportion, than a 
full loaf to a Hercules, and we musn't deny the half loaf to the common fellow 
because he can't assimilate a full one. If a pupil can do and won't, if it is a 
case of indisposition instead of deficiency, that is a different matter. Such 
an one needs different trea·tment. 

It has been asserted that the high school is patronized only 
by those most able to provide instruction for their children. 
Experience proves this to be very far from the truth. An 
inspection of any high school in the state will show that many 
of the brightest and most promising scholars come from families 
which make almost heroic sacrifices to keep their children in 
school. It is in accord with the spirit of American institutions 
that while the children of the wealthy are in the high school, 
the children of the poor man are there as well, sitting on the 
same benches, and enjoying the same rights and privileges. 
The high school is one of the great levelers of society, with this 
advantage, that it levels up rather than down. 

We are not giving our high schools the recognition they 
deserve, if they are to accomplish all that we expect of them. 

At present they are under no central control. There is noth­
ing approaching any degree of uniformity in their courses of 
study. 

' ·· 
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The superintendent of Pennsylvania says that he can tell at 
a superficial glance whether a course of study was prepared by 
the holder of a permanent certificate or of a normal school 
diploma, or whether by a college graduate. 

Every change of principal, especially in our smaller schools, 
is likely to be followed by a change in the course of study. 
New branches are introduced, the order of arrangement is 
changed, and too often the course is extended far beyond the 
needs of the school and the ability of the instructor. It is 
disastrous to good scholarship, and a waste of the people's 
money, for two or three instructors to attempt to carry all the 
branches necessary to a full course of four years. The scholar­
ship and worth of the high school is measured by the scholar­
ship and attainments of its teachers. 

To make our high schools more useful they need a judicious 
but vigorous pruning, a cutting out of that which is worthless 
in the course of study, in order to give that which promises to 
be productive a chance to grow. 

As in Wisconsin and Minnesota, our high schools should in 
some way be placed under state inspection. Such a substantial 
recognition should be offered them by the state, provided they 
comply with conditions necessary to enable them to do state 
work, as would prove a stimulus for them to come up to the 
required standard. 

The establishment of township high schools and the exten­
sion of high school privilege;; to rural districts, we have 
discussed in another p lace. 

GRADES BELOW THE HIGH SCHOOL. 

It is plainly the duty of the grades below the high school to 
resist the attempt to thrust high school work upon them, in 
order that more attention may be given to the preparation of 
students for colleges in the last years of the high school course. 
We have no sympathy whatever with the attempts to modify 
the course so as to shorten the school life of the child. Recent 
studies in the physical development of children verify the fact 
that we have beQn requiring the severest mental work at a time 
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of life when the physical forces are least able to endure such 
exertion. 

There could be some changes in the arrangement of branches, 
and in the time allotted to each. By throwing out much that is. 
unprofitable and worthless in some studies, we can make room 
for other useful studies. We need more skillful and better 
informed teachers in this part of the work. But we would 
lengthen the eight years now given to grade work, to nine· 
years; rather than shorten the time. Although we may rashly 
disrega.rd time as an element in the education of our pupils, 
nature will have her own way, and take her own time, in bring­
ing the child into t he fullness of manhood and womanhood. 

The work in our schools in the lower grades will bear com­
parison with that done in schools of the same grade in. 
other states. It is true that children forg et very much that 
they have once learned, Wbo of us does not? We r ead a book 
attentively to·day, but the events of to-morrow, or of the next 
day, and the next week , crowd it out. It gradually disappears, 
and at the end of the year we can recall scarcely any part of the· 
book. Yet the impression which i t mad e may have been an 
influence in our minds and in our life all this time. We cannot 
trace the intricate threads of life so as to be able to determine 
what influence this or that study has had in making us what we 
a re. The most serious question for us to settle is the kind of 
pupils we are desirous of benefiting in these rooms below the 
high school. Some one has said very truly, "the heart of 
American education beats below the high school line; to 
strengthen and deepen the education of the pupils in the lower 
grades, the real common schools stand first among the educa­
tional needs of the times." 

One thing is certain. If there is to be any distinction at all, 
it must be in favor of that large majority of pupils who never 
expect to r each beyond a common school education. There )s. 
an immense work devolving upon these grades in our cities and 
towns. Here we find the children of the emigrant and the for ­
eigner. Many times they cannot speak, much less comprehend, 
the English language. They have the thoughts and ideas, the· 
traditions and the customs, inherited from their ancestors. The 
education they are to receive is a revelation, a creation, the 
passing away of old things in order that all things may be made­
new. 
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The state should insist that the teachers of grammar rooms 
and primary rooms should be thoroughly equipped · for their 
s pecial work. We ought to emphasize the idea that for a 
teacher to be taken from one of these lower grades and placed 
in a higher one is by no means a promotion. It is often the 
reverse. We are making our future citizens below the high 
chool. Here we want the best teachers, the greatest freedom, 

<:"lind t he must liberal expenditures of money. Here is carried 
on the work of preparing American citizens, and we need to 
magnify this work in the eyes of teachers. The school author­
ities should see to it that records and reports, always burden­
some and often. useless are reduced to a minimum, so that the 
teacher may br!i.ng to her work a growing enthusiasm, an 
<el'l.ergy which never flags, and a vitality which endures to th , 
end. 

We are glad to note the growing disposition in all our 
schools to iadii.vidualize the work of instruction. The idea that 
t!he teacher m'lil.st work for the class, and that the individual 
m'llst shirk for himself may raise the class average, as tested 
by- the examination, but this is at a fearful cost to some of the 
.children. The problem is not so much how to ungrade the· 
graded school as how to ungrade the instruction, so that every 
.eh.!i.ld may receive his portion of meat in due season. In every 
large building there should be one teacher whose entire time is 
devoted to aiding and instructing those who for various reasons 
need .special help and encouragement. We commend this to the 
thoughtful attention of superintendents and teachers in our 
graded schools who may read this report. It is the voice of the 
individual child, under the strict class system too prevalent 
t o-day, which is heard crying out in the bitterness of his soul : 
" I was hungry and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty and ye 
gave me no drink." 

THE COUNTRY SCHOOL. 

The factors that enter into the problem of improving the 
schools in the rural districts are so many that we cannot discuss 
them in the brief space allotted to this subject. The most· 
important of them all is the supply of competent teachers. 

10 
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This we have discussed elsewhere in relation to the school sys­
tem at large, but if we could we would gladly emphasize two­
fold its importance in connection with the schools in the rural 
districts. Here we often find the immature .girl of seventeen, 
untaught and untrained in her profession, blindly groping her 
way along, keeping school. If through her brightness and her 
aptness to learn, she develops into a good teacher, the school 
in the village or in the city elects her to a more lucrative posi­
tion, and s me other girl takes her place in the rural school, to 
be in turn transplanted and followed by a raw recruit, and so 
the endless procession moves on. Connect with this the fact 
that often one untrained teacher follows another, term after 
term, sometimes three in one year, and it is a wonder that the 
country school is as good as it is. 

There has been, however, a marked improvement in these 
schools in many counties. There is a tendency to employ better 
teachers, to retain them longer in one school, and to supply 
them with the necessary appliances for instruction. 

At all the large meetings of teachers the section devoted to 
the welfare of rural schools has proved one of the most profita­
ble and interesting. The efforts of the teachers in the country 
districts ought to be better app.reciated than they are. In their 
enthusiasm, and in the fullness of th~ir labors, they compare 
well with the teachers in the graded schools. As we have met 
them in the institute and at associations, we have been forcibly 
struck with their intelligence and their intense desire to know 
the best things which pertain to the art of teaching. 

The pupils in the rural schools are fair ly well classified. The 
introduction of the state course of study has done much for 
them. We have been gratified to hear city superintendents in 
different sections of the state say that pupils coming to their 
schools from the country ar e well fitted in the branches they 
have studied. Such instances are sufficiently numerous to show 
that country schools can do good work, and that in many coun­
ties they are doing good work. But the character and qualifi­
c ations of the teacher are if possible, of more consequence here 
;than in any other part of the school system. 

We desire to reiterate it, again and again, that the wisest and 
the most effective step to be t aken, is for the general assembly 
to devise some means of putting into every one of these country 
:schools not already so provided for, a teacher who is suited to, 
·and trained for her work. 
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A successful teacher for the rural school must be able to 
adapt herself to conditions. She must know what cari, and 
what cannot, be done in the country school. The things that 
render rural life attractive should be magnified before the 
children. There should be the greatest freedom of choice as to 
subjects for general instruction. There are facts concerning 
aO'riculture which the child of the farmer ought to know. 
Tl1ere are others concerning mines and minerals, which the 
child of the miner should be taught. The country school can­
not be made into a city school, and it ought not to be. But 
here in the country school is the teacher's opportunity to assert 
her individuality, to get close to her pupils, to impress her 
character upon them, and to work out problems of individual 
instruction-opportunities too often denied the tea-;her in the 
crowded schools of the city. 

'rhe discussion of this problem should not stop here by any 
means. 'rhe wisest, the most capable and the most patriotic of 
our citizens have commenced their education in the country. 
Some of our brightest and most promising boys and girls are in 
these schools to·day. Provision should be made so that with 
as little hindrance as possible they may obtain the advantag~s 
of a more extended education. The poorest child in the city 
has high school privileges offered him without charge. Justice 
and equality demand that the same privilege should be guaran­
teed to the boy or girl in the country. The Nebraska law is 
pre-eminently wise and fair, in its provision that the children 
from country schools may attend the high schools in cities and 
villages at the expense of the county. This is simply affording 
the children of the farmer the same advantages enjoyed by the 
children of the laborer in the city. 

DIRECTORS. 

The interest which directors have taken in educational asso­
ciations has been a new feature of the school work of the state. 
We believe it is equally true that they have become unusually 
active in promoting the welfare of the schools under their 
charge. The law making the tenure of office of the subdirector 
three years has proved a wise measure. The people are learning 
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to be more careful in the selection of the incumbent for the 
important office of subdirector, there is a growing tendency to 
retain the same teacher a longer length of time, and the sub­
director himself has a better opportunity to become acquainted 
with his work and with the school. We have taken special 
pain s to ascertain from county superintendents the practical 
workings of the law, and the replies, with but here and there 
an exception, have been strongly in its favor. 

The office of school director should be enlarged and its 
importance magnified in the eyes of the people. Only the best 
persons should be elected, and for no other reason than that 
their election will be for the highest interests of the schools. 
The duties devolving upon them, as enumerated by the law, are 
such as touch the community at vital points. Here, if any­
where, we need men and women of cooL clear judgment, who 
cannot be swayed from their duty by prejudice, nor tempted by 
selfish motives. They should be selected without regard to 
party or creed, color or sex, and the public should be spare in 
criticising them, provided they manifest an honest disposition 
to do their whole duty by the schools. 

.In this connection it is proper to repeat what we have else· 
where referred to, that in independent districts having six 
directors at present, the law should be so changed as to make 
the number either five or seven, so as to lessen the probability 
of a tie vote. 

In September of 1895 we sent to all school boards a circular 
from which we make some extracts, in order that the genera~ 
assembly may see the trend of our instructions to those bodies. 
We have endeavored not to leave the boards in doubt as to 
their duty in the matter and manner of complying with the law 
concerning temperance instruction. 

COURSE OF ST DY. 

We suggest the adoption of a resolution by your board at this t ime in 
something like the following form: 

Resolved, That the course of study in the edition of the handbook for 
teachers for 1895 is adopted for use in the schools of this district and all 
teachers are hereby directed to follow this course of study in the in~truction 
given by "them in their schools, until further notice. 

It is, of course, unnecessary for us at this time to speak of the value of a 
ca~efully prepared outline of instruction . This is too apparent to everyone 
who has observed the want of system and the lack of order in schools where 
no course of study is in use. We feel that we can safely leave this matter 
i n the hands of the boards of our state, believing that you will not fail to 
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cooperate with th e county superintendent and with your teachers in secur­
ing from the course of study a nd the teachers' handbook all the benefits 
that can possibly be derived. ·The fact that you have a course now adopted 
and i n use should not prevent you from utilizing this new outline, as it will 
apply in connection with any other course without conflicting. 

The course of study contains a 8ufficient amount of instruction in the 
etiect s of alcoholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system 
to comply with the law requiring such subject to be taught in every school. 
You are aware that i t is essential that every district should h ave a text­
book adopted in this study for the use of the older scholars. To the 
younger pupils the instruction will have to be given orally. This subject 
shou ld receive the same attention as other branches of study. Please r efer 
to the outline of the course of tudy on page 45 of the handbook. we·have 
called your attention thus directly to this subject in order that, in the 
word s of the law, you may not fail ' 'to see to the observance of this s tatute 
and make provision therefor. " The statute is MANDATORY, and does not 
give a ny school officer the least option in the matter. 

Ther e has been trouble in some counties arising from the sale 
of apparatus to school boards in an unlawful manner. At one 
time we were forced to issue a circular, and to give it wide dis­
tribution, in order to counteract the work of unprincipled 
agents who pretended to have the official sanction of the super­
intendel).t of public instruction for the sale of their goods. The 
following extract from our circular makes our position very 
plain : 

PURCHASE OF APPARATUS. 

We feel to bring anew to your attention the subject ot the purchase of 
maps, charts, and other apparatus. Hection 1729 confers upon boards the 
power to use contingent fund in the tr easury and not needed to keep the 
school s in operation during the year, to buy suitable apparatus and other 
such appliances for the use of teachers and scholar s. But the same section 
prohibits incurring a debt for such a purpose. In this matter the harm 
does not come in following the law by purchasing suitable apparatus with 
money on hand in the contingent fund, but from the violation of the law in 
giving orders on the contingent fund when the money is not in the hands of 
the treasurer unappropriated, that may be used for such purpose. Our 
supreme court hold in 80 Iowa, 121, that the law does not contemplate any 
purchase of maps, charts, or apparatus, that cannot [?e paid for with surplus 
contingent funds. The purchase of supplies and apparatus under this sec­
tion r ests entirely within the disc!'etion of each board, and we would be the 
last to attempt to control their discretion in this matter, or to discourage 
the judicious i nvestment of a reasonable amount to supply every school room 
with these teaching- helps. Every school room should have a good, strong 
globe, a good dictionary, a few g-ood reference books, a good map of Iowa, 
and a plain map of the United States, all well protected in some way from 
other injury than natural wear by necessary use. We think boards should 
.avail themselves of this pr·ovision of the law and secm·e these very desirable 
teaching helps. It is the abuse of the law and the direct violation of its 
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plain provisions, that is to be avoided, and it is this that is condemned by 
us. Some unscrupulous agents have even claimed that their articles have 
the indorsement of the superintendent of public instruction. While thi 
department commends the purchase of suitable apparatus by following the 
terms of the law strictly, we have never given an official indorsement of 
any single article of such kind. Our uniform suggestion to school boards is 
that they should not fail to exercise the same prudence in this as in other 
business matters. The practice of signing orders or contracts for apparatus 
of any kind, presuming upon the ratification of such purchase by the board 
at a subsequent meeting, is also clearly in violation of the law and should 
never occur·. 

The annual report of the county superintendent is due in this 
office the first Tuesday in October of each year. In the major· 
ity of cases he finds himself greatly hindered by the delay of 
district treasurers and secretaries in sending in their reports. 

If boards would heed the advice given below, and compel 
from their officers a prompt and complete settlement at their 
meeting in September, the entire matter of reports would be 
greatly simplified, their accuracy would be promoted, and much 
valuable time and labor would be saved. 

SET'.rLEMENT WITH OFFICERS. 

You are aware that it is your duty at this meeting to make ettlement 
with the secretary and the treasurer and if their reports are found sa is fac­
tory, and the treasurer accounts in full for all money that should be on 
band, to enter upon your records such a statement. The intention bv such 
act is to comply with the law and to regard the interests of the bon . .-lsmen 
of these officers. It should be insisted by the board that the accounts of 
the district be kept in an approved manner. The boa.,.d ehould also at this 
meeting direct the outgoing officers to send the annual reports just approved 
by the board, to the county superintendent immediately, in compliance with 
the law. 

On another page we call attention to the condition of school 
buildings and their surroundings. We have not failed to urge 
upon boards of directors and all concerned, their duty in this 
respect. The schoolhouse is an index of the moral and the ethi­
cal tone of the community about it. It need not be an expen­
sive building, but it ought to be attractive and comfortable in 
all its surroundings. 

'l.'HE SCHOOLHOUSE AND OUTBUILDINGS. 

We come nuw to urge anew a matter that should receive marked atten­
tion in every diatrict in the state. Every board should at all times have a 
reasonable knowledge as to the actual condition of ever·y schoolhouse and 
site as regards cleanliness, provisions for ventilating tbe bouse, the s •pply 
of pure drinking water, and very particularly as to the matter of the neces­
sary outbuilding . The law of the last general assembly requiring boards 
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to give especial attention to the matter of convenient water-closets, has 
met with very general approval, and very many boards are complying- with 
the law in its spirit, but it requires constant a.nd unremitting vigilance on 
the pa1·t of a board to know that their outl'>uildings are in all cases kept in 
wholesome condition for use M is required by lhis law. The community in 
which the outbuildini!S of the schools are always in suitable condition, may 
well be citf' d as a model. This is a matter of such immense importance 
that we feel to ask you to give it a very serious consideration. Unless you 
are quite sure that every outbuilding in JOur district is now in suitable 
condition for use, it is certainly your duty a s a board to take immediate 
action to have such building put into proper condition, and to ta1te such 
precautions as to the care of all outbuildinga that they may be continuously 
preserved in good and wholesome condition. ~ • 

Various other matters were brought to the attention of boards 
in this circular, such as the necessity of employing the best 
teachers, of visiting the schools, and of taking a large interest 
in their welfare. 

GENERAl, INS'l.'HUCTIONS, 

The success of your schools depends very largely upon the selection of a 
competent teacher for each school. Before you engage anyone, you ought 
to know something of the proficiency of the candidate in the branches to be 
taught, of his success in other school , and of his character, as it will influ­
ence the conduct of the children under his care. As far as the actual work 
of the school is concerned, this is the most important matter you will have 
to consider. We also would suggest that when you find you have a suc­
cessful teacher, you should by all means continue him at least through the 
entire school year. Nothing is more calculated to demoralize the school 
than a freq1:1ent change of teachers. Retaining a successful teacher at an 
advance in wages, is one of the very beat means to improve the quality of 
the work done in all the schools of your· district . . 

The present law requires you as members of your board frequently to 
visit the schools in your district and to encourage and aid the teachers, to 
see that they keep the daily register properly, that they make the required 
reports, and attend to such other matters as may be required by the county 
superintendent. We feel to urge this matter strongly upon your attention, 
as we know that a conscientious compliance with the law would greatly 
increase the efficiency of your schools, and as a ·board you would be better 
able to know what is demanded in order to make your schools more success­
ful in the future. By frequently visiting your school, inspecting the work 
of the pupils, and conversing with the teacher about what is being done, 
you may very greatly assist in the work of instruction and discipline. 

We are aware that your duties are somewhat burdensome and that there 
are many other matters to which we might ask your attention, but many of 
these will be apparent to the board when they are met to consult together 
with regard to the best interests of the schools of their district. While it 
is agreed that our common schools are our pride, and we as a people confide 
in them with an abiding trust, it still r emains true that in many instances a 
school is not all that it should be, and does not afford to the children 
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gathered ther ein all the opportunities which our law intends for them. It 
remains for you as a board to at tempt to make the very bes t provision possi­
ble in all these matters. We desire again to assure you that your county 
superintendent and the state department will gladly be of the utmost use­
fuln ess to you by aidin g you in every possible manner. 

HENRY SABIN, 

Des Moines, September 5, 1895. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

The condition of school buildings throughout the state is in 
a general sense ver y creditable. Much more attention has been 
paid to ventilation, heating, lighting, and sanitary conditions, 
than was formerly the case. Many of the buildings lately 
erected are models of neatness and convenience. There is an 
increasing disposition to expend the money not for t he purpose 
·of making a show, but for the health and comfort of p upils and 
teachers. 'rhe tendency to erect three-story buildings is fast 
disappearing. This disposition to improve in building is spread­
ing in the country districts, and many of our r ural schoolhouses 
ar e in excellent condition. 

The following table compiled from the annual reports of 
c ounty superintendents, while not wholly accurate, shows sub­
stantial improvement: 

CONDITION OF S HOOL BUILDINGS. 

WI'I'HOUT 
WHOLE YEAR. NEW. OUT- GOOD. F AIR. POOR. HOUSE NUMBER. 

----- --- - --- - ----J 893. ------- No data 2,081 13,433 7,875 4,081 1,477 1894 -- -- - - - - 347 1, 769 13,519 8,096 3,928 1,495 1~95 _ ----- - - 305 1,653 13,715 8,378 3,847 1,490 

I t is encouraging to know that many counties have pushed 
t he work of providing suitable outbuildings for each sex, unti.l 
t'1ey can show that the law of 1894 has been substant.ially com­
plied with. Yet there are to·day in some districts conditions 
which would disgrace the civi lization of the Apache Indians. 
Think of sending a child brought up in a family where decency 
and modesty are inculcated by precept and example, to a school 

Liscomb. Three Rooms, Cost $3,500. 
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for six hours a day, where there is no attempt at all at provid­
ing suitable privacy, or, what is possibly worse, where there is 
only a rude shed for both sexes, defiled in every possible way, 
marked with the most suggestive drawings and the most 
obscene expressions; and this, too, in enlightened Iowa. 

That there is a gradual improvement, no one ca,n deny. The 
act of the last general assembly has wrought some good results, 
but this is no time for us to stop and congratulate ourselves on 
our progress, while there is so much yet to be done. Horace 
Mann wrote: "A want of decency enforced upon boys and 
g irls will become physical and ~oral turpitude in men and 
women." 

If the women of Iowa who are so earnestly and nobly work­
ing in the cause of temperance instruction, and of patriotism, 
and who are just awakening to a greater interest in the public 
schools, or the personal purity associations, would make an 
investigation along the lines indicated, they would possibly find 
a field of labor of which they have before had no conception. 

The present law r egarding outhouses should be so amended 
as to make it the duty of the secretary of each board to certify 
to this office regarding the manner in which t.he law has been 
complied with, on blanks provided by the superintendent of 
})Ublic instruction. 

• 
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

The duties devolved by the law upon this office increase with 
every biennial period. We think they have doubled since we 
became practically acquainted with them eight years ago. 
And yet the office force is numerically the same. A large· 
amount of additional work comes through the increasing desire 
of teachers to obtain state certificates or diplomas. Under 
favorable conditions this work will soon extend beyond the 
capabilities of the office to handle it. 

The formation of teachers' associations in each of the four 
~ections of the state, to which we have given very hearty and 
very willing co6peration, doing everything in our power to 
make each a success, has added materially to our labors. 

The superintendent of public instruction under present 
arrangements has but little time for personal inspection of 
school work. The work of gathering and tabulating the sta­
tistics for the biennial reports is growing every year. It 
requires the services of experts to prevent statistics from 
becoming valueless through palpable inaccuracies and ridicu­
lous blunders. We can draw no conclusions relating to the 
growth of a school system unless the statistics are correct for 
each of a succession of years. Hence the responsibility thus 
thrust upon this office is of very grave importance . 

The time th'at can be spared from the office is largely taken 
up with lectures at associations, and with inspection as far a 
possible at county institutes. We have endeavored in every 
way possible to make the office useful to teachers and school 
officers. This office ought to add to its usefulness year by 
year until it reaches in some form every hamlet in the state. 
How to do this is a question of growing importance. 

At present the office has little more than advisory powers, 
except in the decision of appeal cases. We do not believe it 
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would be wise to add to its arbitrary powers, but it should have 
additional facilities for extending and strengthening its influ­
ence as counselor and director. It should be able to know 
more, through personal inspection and through accredited 
agents, of the actual condition of the schools and school system 
throughout the state. 

The traveling fund placed at the disposal of this office is 
$250 a year. This is much less than is allowed other offices, 
and is very much below the expenses which the superintendent 
of public instruction must incur if he does his full duty. In 
justice to the requirements of the office, and in justice to the 
school interests of Iowa, the amount ought to be at least $600 a 
year. 

We are impelled by a sense of justice to say that all our 
efforts to promote the cause of education in Iowa have been 
warmly seconded by county superintendents and teachers 
g enerally. Between this office and the educational forces of the 
state the relations are those of mutual accord, and a desire to 
work together for a common purpose. 

Tne hearing of appeal cases is of such importance that we 
include a somewhat detailed account for the last two years. • During the biennial period 1894-5 thirty-eight appeal cases 
h "'ve been heard and disposed of by the superintendent of public 
instruction. Nine of these r elate to change of boundaries, 
eleven to relocation of site, nine to dismissal of teachers, and 
the other nine to various matters which concern the schools. 
The cases have been disposed of as follows: Twenty-two were 
affirmed, nine reversed, four remanded, one dismissed, one 
withdr awn, one affirmed in part andreversed in part. 

Hearing and deciding appeal cases forms no inconsiderable 
part of the work of this office, at some seasons of the year, but 
we do not know of any way by which this can be avoided. In 
many counties the county supe_rintendent exerts a very whole­
some influence by inducing parties to settle or compromise 
before the case comes to trial. Such a course cannot be too 
highly commended. 

Very many of these cases are the culmination of some neigh­
borhood dispute, perhaps extending over many years of time. 

Tne superintendent of public instruction has uniformly 
refused to take up the case de novo, or to consider testimony 
other than that contained in the transcript as sent up by the 
county superintendent. County superintendents are instructed 

• 
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to give great weight to acts of a board plainly discretionary in 
their nature. In all such cases the responsibility rests with the 
board, and their action is to be sustamed, unless it is very 
clearly proved that they have abused the discretion vested in 
them by the law. The same weight is always given by this 
department to acts of the county superintendent, which the law 
commits to his discretion. The validity of a contract, of dis­
trict organization, or of an election, cannot be determinedby 
appeal to the county superintendent, or by this department.~· 

We have also instructed county superintendents that the 
general intent and purpose of the law in allowing these appeals, 
is to furnish an inexpensive and speedy way of adjusting diffi­
.culties in school matters. Consequently they should not be 
decided on mere technicalities. The affidavit may be amended 
at the time of trial, if necessary to establish the meaning of the 
original. The case should not be dismissed because of some 
error in the affidavit which does not prejudice the rights of 
either party. If the affidavit is sufficient to show the ground 
of complaint as urged by the aggrieved party, it should give 
him a standing before the county superintendent. 

It is just to the county superintendents to say that while it 
11as been found necessary at times to reverse them, their decis­
ions with hardly an exception, have shown an honest intention 
to do what seemed to them to be right and just. It certainly 
speaks well for their judgment and canrlor, that while 123 cases 
were heard by them during the last biennial period, but thirty­
.eight of these were brought up to this office on appeal. 

THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCY. 

The office of county superintendent has come to be considered 
a permanent feature in the educational system of the state. Its 
importance is better understood and appreciated each year . 
Consequently we find that there is springing up in many 
counties a disposition to ignore party lines, and to elect the 
man or woman best fitted for the place. It is certainly encour­
aging to know that in the heat of political strife, the interests 
of the school8 are not forgotten. 

What can be done to make this office still more effective? The 
answer seems very plain. Require higher qualifications, 
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embracing scholarship and actual experience in teaching, in 
order that a person may be eligible to election, and after that 
enlar()'e his powers, and give him additional facilities, so that 

b f his work of supervision may be made to tell for the progress o 
the schools under his charge. 

We are not at all sure that it would be wise to make this a.n 
appointive office. We distrust the advisability of any plan 
which would remove the public schools from the direct control 
of the people. The term should, however, be lengthened to 
four years, in order that the incumbent may have such a tenure 
of office that he may have time to execute whatever plans he 
may make. The tendency everywhere noticeable to commit 
important trusts to hands of experts, has reached the county 
superintendency. Wisconsin, Indiana, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey have recognized it. It is a most opportune time for 
Iowa to fall into the line of progress. 

Following the custom of other biennial periods, the reports 
of the county superintendents have been carefully tabulated 
and the totals arranged for publication. Some of these reports 
are in with great promptness on the :first Tuesday in October, 
or very soon after, and such reports are in the main models ~f 
correctness and neatness. Every year sees an improvement m 
this direction. This is due to efforts put forth to induce the 
district officers to keep their accounts accurately with each fund 
and to have their reports in readiness for the September meet­
ing of the board. Where this work is well done, the county 
superintendent has little trouble with his annual report. On 
the other hand, the neglect of some of the county supe~intend­
ents to compile and send in their annual reports until af_ter 
the :first of November, is an impediment in the way of gettmg 
our report into the governor's hands when it is due. 

If these late reports were correct in their details it would 
make less difference, but too often they are evidently com­
piled in haste, are full of inconsistencies, some very important 
items are plainly estimated, so that in fact an expert has to 
make some of them over before the totals can be of any use to 
us. This is not true of many, it ought to be true of none. 
When rightly viewed this forms an additional argument that 
only competent persons should be eligible to the office, and that 
their term should be long enough for them to become accus ­
tomed to its most important duties. 
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This department has repeatedly called the attention of the 
general assembly to the necessity of an enactment making it 
the duty of the county superintendent to examine and audit the 
books and accounts of every district treasurer in his county, at 
least once each year. We call attention to this matter again as 
one of such importance that it should not be longer postponed. 

The duty of examining candidates for the position of teacher 
is one of the most important which devolves upon the county 
superintendent. The instruction from this department not to 
issue certificates to females under seventeen years of age, and 
to males under nineteen, has been very generally observed. \Ve 
have repeatedly urged the equity of a law that no person 
under eighteen year s of age should teach in any public school. 
'fhe state should take the responsibility of this act, and thus 
relieve the county superintendent from any pressure to issue 
cert ificates to young and immature girls. We should fail of 
our full duty if we did not urge upon the general assembly the 
wisdom of such a law. 

It has been the custom to call the county superintendents 
together twice each year, once in section meetings in the spring, 
and again at the time of the state association in the winter. 
There are some counties which are without exception repre­
sented every year at the section meetings, which are held at the 
most convenient points. Then there are other counties seldom 
if ever represented, and there is as much diffe~ence in the 
schools of these counties as there is in the superintendents.­
F rom 75 to 80 per cent of the superintendents can usually be 
depended upon to be present. And about the same number 
attend the state meeting at the holidays. Considering the dis­
tance some of the county superintendents have to travel, and 
the expense, this is a very creditable showing. In this respec 
the law should be mandatory, and it should be equally manda­
tory in compelling the county board of supervisors to pay the 
necessary expenses of the county superintendent when the super­
intendent of public instruction thinks it for the good of the 
schools to call them together for consultation and advice. 

For information, we print the program and places of meeting 
for 1895. 

To t he County Superintendent : 
The county superintendents of Iowa are called to meet for consultation 

with the superintendent of public instruction, in accordance with section 
1577 of the code, as follows: 

CEDAR RAPIDS- April 3-4, at Grand J iotel. 
ll 
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COUNCIL BLUFFS-April10-ll, at office of county superintendent . 
SIOUX CITY-April17-18, at Hotel Garretson. 

[Bl 

DES MOINES-April 2-!--25, at office of superintendent of public instruc-
tion. · 

0TTUMWA-April30 to May 1, at office of county superintendent. 
CHARLES CITY-May 15-16, at Hotel Hildreth. 
While these meetings are mainly for the benefit of county superintend­

ents, other educational men and women will b g ladly welcomed, especially 
any who are ex-county superintendents. 

CIRCULAR. 

W e design to follow the plan adopted last year, of having no fixed pro­
grams at these section meetings. The fullest discussion of some of the 
subjects printed on the opposite page will prove both interesting and 
instructive. 

We need the light of reason and experience, in order that we may be 
mutually helpful. 

The educational outlook is very good in all sections of the state. The 
reports which come from every county show an unusual activity among 
both teachers and officers. 

The subj ects selected for discussion bear very largely upon the improve­
ment of the ungraded schools. W e believe this is right. It is the work 
most needed to be done. We want your help. Each county superintendent 
is at liberty to attend where he finds it most convenient, but we belier·e it is 
his duty to attend at least one meeting, unless prevented by sickness or 
some unforeseen circumstance. Visiting schools, hearing an appeal case, 
correspondence in the office, must not be allowed to prevent attendance. If 
you find no one of these subjects which interests you, bring with you some 
other, and there will be time to discuss it. If you do not feel that the meet­
ing will help you, you may be able to help others by your presence and your 
words. Let us work as one man for the good of the cause of education in 
Iowa. Very cordially, 

March 5, 1895. 
HENRY SABIN, 

Superintendent o( Public Instruction. 

SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION. 

1. Directors' Meetings. 
2. Libraries. 
3. Nature Studies. 
4. New Studies for Rural School 
5. English Language. 
6. Certificates. 
7. Most Pressing Needs of Rural Schools. 
8. The Institute. 
9. Mental Arithmetic. 

10. Is Arithmetic Well Taught? 
11. Signs that Public Opinion is Improving. 
12. Study of Children. 
13. National Association at Denver. 
14. Teachers' Reading Circle. 

NOTE.- If any super intendent desires to introduce other subjects of interest to his 
county, there will be abundant opportunity given him to do so. 
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TOWNSHIP v. DISTRICT. 

The statistics for 1895 show that there are in the state 4,807 
districts. Of these 1,193 are district townships and 3,614 are 
independent districts. Each of these districts requires the serv­
ices of a secretary and a treasurer. During the same year we 
paid for the services of these officers S l37,673. 

There are 9,190 subdistricts in the state. In the same r atio, 
if by any means these subdistricts should change their organ­
ization so as to become independent, it would require over 
$34-±,000 to pay the secretaries and treasurers. 

The organic law of 1858 contemplated the township as the 
unit. In 1872 the law was so changed as to permit the forma­
tion of independent districts from subdistricts. Ron. Alonzo 
Abernethy in his report for 1872-3 says: 

A large majority of th e most active friends of education in Iowa have 
always insisted that a serious mi take was made in the incorporation of the 
subdistrict feature into the district township system; that if each civil 
township had been made a simple, single distr·ict to be governed by a board. 
of directors chosen at large in the district, as in independent districts, much 
better results might have been looked for and better satis faction given. 

We have before us the report of the commissioners appointed 
in 1856 to revise the school laws of Iowa. It is signed by 
Horace Mann and Amos Dean. We quote some of the reasons 
which they give why the district system should be discontinued 
and why each civil township should be made a district: 

The township as a district equalizes among a large community the 
burdens imposed in the er ection, repairs, and outfit of schoolhouses, offers 
much greater facilities and inducements to establish district libraries, and 
to sustain and increase them. 

It tends to a more equal participation in the benefit of the common 
school fund. 

It annihilates, and forever, the possibility of cutting up a population 
into small districts, to which the district system so frequentl_y leads. 

It gives to each family in the district the choice of schools to which to 
send , after the location of schoolhouses is decided upon. 

It leads to the creation of more commodious schoolhouses, with larger 
accommodations and means of instruction. 
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It tends to secure the services of mot·e accomplished teachers, the 
accommodations being better, and t he choice of schools furnishing the 
strongest motives to keep them in the best manner. 

So fu lly convinced are your commissioners of the wiser policy of insti­
tuting the township in the place of the district, and thus of avoiding the 
small district organization, that th ey her ewith present to your honorable 
body an act based upon the township system, in which they have stated at, 
large all th e provisions peculiar to that system, and g iven such directions 
as will lead to i ts easy adoption if desired. 

Every advantage which they claimed for the t ownship system 
has been fully r ealized, and every evil which they laid at tbe 
doors of the district organization has made itself felt. 

We have read with care the reports made from time to time by 
the incumbents of this office. Many of them have made lengthy 
and strong arguments urging the adoption of the township 
system, and nearly all of them are on record in its favor. 

The states making the greatest progress in education to·day 
are those which bave discarded the district and have made a 
larger territorial division the unit of organization. 

At the meeting of the national council of education at Denver, 
July, 1895, a report was made by a committee on state school 
systems. As a matter of information we quote as follows: 

Indiana.-W e tried the district system several years ago, and should 
consider it taking a long step backward to drop the township and take up 
the district system again. 

New Ha.mpsbire.-Th e most far-reaching change mad e in the last ten 
years bas been the substitution of the town system for the etrete and 
impotent system of district schools. The district school had lost much of 
its usefulness, and was, in many towns, no longer susceptible of improve­
ment. 

New Jersey.-Hence it is that the system (district) introduced many years 
ago, whereby townships were divided into school districts to fit the then 
p r evailing condition is to-day antiquated, inefficient, and expensive. 

Rhode Island.-As fast as our towns have abolished th e district by th eit· 
own vote, they at once begin to consider the matter of a high school. So 
long as the districts exist we shall not have high schools, but if we can get 
rid of the districts we shall ultimately be able to provide high school facili­
ties for the gr eater part, if not for all, of the ch ildren of the state. 

Vermont.-It is doubtf ul if any law (township system ) enacted in th e 
state of Vermont, r eceived under such antagonistic; a nd discouraging cir­
cumstances, ever won more or stancher supporters than our present law 
during the short time i t has been in operation. 

'l'he principal arguments in favor of making the civil town­
ship the unit may be stated briefly, as follows: 

1. Effectiveness an d economy of administration. Th e number of school 
officials would be g r eatly red uced, and h ence there would be less liability 
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to loss of funds through incompetency or dishonesty. In Iowa, about 27,000 
school officer s are set·ving as members of school boards. The secretaries 
and treasure es receive $135,000, annually, as compensation foe their services. 
In Minnesota the township system would reduce the number of school 
officera from 18.000 to 3,000. In Wisconsin, it is estimated that the sum of 
$190,000 is wasted annually upon unnecessaey schools. Under the district 
system, there is a g reat wast e of supplies in one school, and the want of the 
same in another; buildings are allowed to become dilapidated for want of 
attent ion; several school official s are paid, when one officer would suffice. 
In these r espects the township system would effect a saving of thousands of 
dollars annually. It is simply applying business principles to the business 
affairs of the chool. 

2, Effectiveness and simplicity of organization. T he township board of 
-education, a certain proportion going out of office every year, should be 
.a rmed with the same powers and exercise the same duties as the board of 
·education in the city or in the independent district. They should appoint 
·teach ers, locate building3, select text-books, determine courses of study, 
desig nate what schools pupils may attend, consolidate schools when their 
,number s are r educed to a certain extent, and, in fact, transact any business 
which may lawfully come before them. · 

3. The township system affords the only m eans through which we may 
hope to reach township high schools and township supervision. W e believe 
these two points are essential in any system looking t o the improvement of 
the ungraded schools. 'l'he township high school has become a necessity, 
,.if we are to lift the r ural school out of the rut into which it has fallen. To 
promote the h ighest efficiency of such a school, it must be in complet e and 
'perfect harmony with the schools of the township. This cannot be the case 
unless they a re all under the control of one board, and supported from 

·the same general fun ds. Th e establishment of these high school s would 
furn ish a needed incitement to the pupils in the lower grades in the country , 
.and would stimulate t hem to remain long·er in school, .that they m ight grad­
uate at the end of the course. It would dissipate the aimlessness of study 
·and inst ruction so pt'evalen t in the country schools of to-day., 

We already have the basis of the township system in most of 
·our counties. It is not expedient to attempt to abolish the 
independent city and town districts now in existence. The only 
road open to us is to repeal all legislation which looks to the 
·establishment of such districts for less than ~00 inhabitants on 
the town plat. We not only advise this, but we urge it as a 
matter of economy and in the interest of good schools. 

Under the law as it now stands, only one·third of the sub­
directors go out every year. We have but to put in the hands 
of the township board the same powers and duties that are in 
those of the boards of independent districts, and we will have a 
very near approach to the township system. 

It is now in the power of the district township board to estab­
lish and maintain a township high school. The law needs to be 
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amended so as to permH two or more townships to unite for t his 
purpose. Such a provision should be plain and straightforward 
in its terms, so that boards could easlly understand and apply 
it. We believe it would result in the establishment of such 
schools in different parts of the state, and that it would aid us 
in supplying teachers for the rural schools. 

In connection with this subject of township organization, 
there should be a provision allowing the board to close any 
school having too small an attendance to be profitable, and to 
convey the pupils to neighboring schools, and pay for the same 
out of the contingent fund. 'l'his provision bas been on trial in 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire for some years, and the 
evidence is conclusive that it is economical and that it aids in 
promoting the progress of the scholars. Indeed, there is no 
opposition to it there to-day in any quarter. 

The average cost of instruction for each scholar per month 
during the past year was ''1. 87 for the entire state. Turning to 
the reports of the county superintendents and selecting at 
random from a few of the secretaries' reports, we find figures 

-like these: One school, with an average attendance of three, 
costs 7.52 per pupil; another of four, .:5.2 ; one of four, .7.40; 
one of three, R8.33; one of seven,, -±.90; one of four,, 7.50; one 
of seven, -±.28; one of six, 85.29; one of five, -±.66; one of 
three, • 5.11; one of four, 86. 75, and one of one costing , 28. 33. 

It is only a business proposition whether it would not be 
better from a financial standpoint, to give boards the power to 
consolidate the schools in some townships, and thus enable 
them to pay higher salaries, to employ teachers more compe­
tent, and as a result to obtain more efficient schools for the 
children without increasing the tax levy. The words of Horace 
Mann bear diJ:ectly upon this subject: 

The great doctrine which it is desirable to maintain and to carry out, in 
reference to this subject, is equality of school privileges for all the children 
of the town, whether they belong to a poor district or a rich one, a small 
district or a large one. 

• 
j 
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SCHOOL ENUMERATION. 

The returns by counties, showing the number of youth in 
each chool district between the ages of 5 and 21 years, ought 
to be of the most reliable character. We reg ret to say that it 
is not. This enumeration is often estimated, it is taken by 
unreliable persons, in some districts in August, in others in 
September, and yet it i made by the constitution the basis for 
the distribution of quite a part of the money subject to the 
support and maintenance of common schools. 

As a matter of comparison we print in parallel columns the 
census of youths between the ages of 5 and21, as taken by the 
assessors for the state census of 1895, and the same item as 
returned to this department in the annual report from the 
county superintendent. The census for the state was taken in 
January, 1895, and that to be returned by county superintend­
ents in September of the same year, but this can account for 
but very little of the great discrepancy in numbers: 
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COUN'l'IES. 

_A_d_a_ir_>_-_-__ -_-__ -_-__ -_-__ --5,_7_8_0- l --5~5 .1 8 ~J~hn so;;-::~~~- 8,157 -S~96 
Adams ____ ________ 5,089 4,863 Jones_____________ 6,902 6,629 
Allamakee _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 6,526 6,358 Keokuk _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1-l. 5:j2 8,536 
Appanoose________ 9,203 8,682 Kossuth _____ __ ___ 6,858 6,759 
Audubon__________ 4,909 4,426 Lee ______ _____ __ _ 13,187 12,741 
B enton ____ _ ---- - - 8.739 8,2-H Linn - -- --- --- ____ 17, 197 17,527 
B lack Hawk______ 9; 169 \:!,089 Louisa -------- ---- 4,:377 4,185 
Boone------ ------ 9,96-± 9,252 Luca:; _____ _____ ___ 5,061 4,90-± 
Bremer. - - ------ - - 5,491 5, 181 Lyon. __ ____ ___ ____ 4,164 4, 190 
Buchanan________ _ 7,023 6,252 Madison----- - -- -- 5,965 5,858 
Buena Vista___ ___ 5,820 5,550 Mahaska ______ ___ 11,457 11,008 
Butler ---- -------- 6,042 5,806 Marion----------- 8,463 8,229 
Calhoun------- -- - 5,896 5,649 MarshalL_ ______ __ 9,229 8,881 
Carroll - --------- - 7,687 7,069 Mills ___ "-- -- - ---- - 5,539 5,782 
Cass -------------- 7,867 7,516 Mitchell--·. ·---- 5,259 .6, 11'11 
Cedar ______ - ---- - 6,579 6,22-± Monona -- ----- --- 5,925 '5,883 
Cerro Gordo ______ 6,655 6,090 Monroe- · --- - ----- 5,6!J8 5,402 
Cherokee_ 5 787 5,495 Montgomery______ 6,240 5,1:Sl2 
Chickasaw-------- 5:i'l50 5,978 Muscatine___ ______ 8,450 i'l ,312 
Clarke _______ ____ 4,323 4,211 O'Brien __________ _ 5.58-± 5,321 
Clay------- ------· 4,106 3,927 Osceola - --------- · 2,764 2,678 
Clayton----------- 9,7:::8 9,725 Page --- ------ ---- 8,113 7,663 
Clinton------- ---- 15,149 14,717 Palo Alto _________ 4,401 4, 103 
Crawford_________ 7,982 7,249 Plymouth_________ 8,196 7,337 
Dallas ______ · -- --- 7,663 7,215 Pocahontas _______ 4,6 18 4,554 
Davis _____________ 5,552 5,424 Polk_ __ _____ ______ 23,562 23, 138 
Decatur_________ __ 6,135 5,776 Pottawattamie _____ 16,335 16,669 
D elaware- --- ---- - 6,197 6,057 Poweshiek___ _____ t-i,355 6,251 
Des Moines _______ 13,191 12,351 Hinggold ________ _ 5,370 5,263 
Dickinson _________ 2,133 2,31± Sac ____ ___ __ _____ 6, 0\19 5,534 
Dubuque ____ _____ _ 20, ti35 20,254 Scot.t __ ___ ___ ____ _ 15,563 15,888 
Emmet· - ------___ _ 2,872 2,737 Shelby_________ ___ 7,031 6,294 
Fayette ___________ 8, 743 8,454 Sioux_____________ 7,971 7,586 
Floyd _______ __ ____ 6,131 5,795 Story _____ _____ ___ 7,1 98 6,747 
Franklin---- --- - - - 5,099 4,800 Tama - -- - -- ---- --- 8,464 7,678 
Fremont---------- 6,466 6,151 Taylor_ __ _________ 6,474 6,127 
Greene_ ___________ 6,068 5,157 Union_______ __ __ __ 6,215 6,299 
Grundy-- - ---- --- - 5,192 4,785 Van Buren________ 5,901 5,775 
Guthrie ____ ___ ____ 6,667 6,479 Wapello __ ________ 11,575 10,339 
Hamilton_ 6,808 6,326 Warren ----- ---- - 6,497 6,716 
Hancock______ ____ 4,167 4,099 Washington_ ____ _ 6,21:$3 6,189 
Hardin ------ - ____ 7,25 l 7,353 Wayne - ---------- 5,872 5,712 
Harrison _________ : 8,468 8,477 W ebster __________ 10,074 8,438 
Henry ---- - - - - ---- 6,02S 5,753 Winnebago- ------ 4, 170 4, 071 
Howard_ ---- - ---- - 4,833 4,905 Winneshiek _______ 8,168 7,674 
Humboldt_________ 4,209 3,945 Woodbury __ ____ __ 15,213 17,966 
Ida----- ---------- 4,255 3,883 Worth------ ----- - 3,970 3,730 
Iowa-------- ---- · 6,738 6,362 Wright________ ___ 5,76-± 5,615 
Jackson ____ _______ ! 8,649 8,105 --------
Jasper-____ ________ 9,119 8,771 Totals ______ __ 736,818 712,941 
Jefferson _______ __ _ 5,625 5,316 

-. 

. fl 

' " 
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The law sliould be so amended as to state definitely between 
what dates the enumeration must be taken, and by whom. It 
should in all cases be taken upon uniform blanks furnished 
from the state office of public instruction, and it should contain 
certain items such as may be deemed necessary in order to 
ascertain with some degree of exactness the true condition of 
education among all classes of our citizens. 

The number of youths is steadily increasing as the state 
grows older. The total amount of the permanent school fund 
January 1, 1895, was , 4,707,608.70 and it is increasing every 
year. The distribution of the interest of this fund is based 
upon the number of youths in each county. It can readily be 
seen that fairness and justice demand that the enumeration 
should be as accurate as possible. 

While the following table does not bear directly upon this 
subject we publish it as a matter of general interest. In taking 
the census of 1 95 some care was taken to ascertain the number 
of children in each county between the ages of 6 and 17 who 
have not been in school at all during the year. While the 
number is not surprisingly large considering the entire number 
of children in the state, it is still much larger than it ought to 
be. If we could ascertain the number who have been in school 
but a small portion of the time, or whose attendance has been 
so irregular as to prevent their receiving any benefits, we 
should swell the number very largely. 

An inspection of the table will r eveal that the counties hav­
ing large cities have as a general thing the most children who 
are non-attendants at school. Tbis suggests the inquiry 
whether there should not be a law conferring upon the boards 
of directors in city and town independent districts the power to 
compel the attendance of children who are habitually upon the 
street, at some school, either public or private, as their parents 
may elect. We believe some such law ought to be enacted. 

Table showing the n umber of children over 6 and under 17 not in any 
'school. Also showing the n umber who can read but not write, and the 
.number who can neither read nor write : 
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Adair ___ ____ _ ~6 32 47 J efferson _____ __ _ 14 15 47 
Adams __ _____ _ 5 9 20 Johnson· __ ______ 67 127 318 
Allamakee __ _ 75 93 29;) Jon es __ ____ __ __ _ 22 55 132 
A ppanoose ___ 179 6!2 139 K eokuk ________ 51 81 207 
Audubon __ ___ ill 10fi 38 Kossuth ____ _ ___ H4 31 88 
Benton ___ ___ _ 66 .f45 91 L ee __ __ ___ __ ___ 383 ]12 435 
B lack HH.wk __ 41 42 13± L inn ___________ 447 23 333 
Boone _____ ___ 99 61 13(j Louisa _____ _____ 1:.1 27 73 
Br·emer _______ 26 7± 52 Lucas _____ . _____ 56 34 85 
Buchanan _____ 36 37 77 L yon ___ _ ____ ___ 21 24 22 
Buena Vista __ 40 200 44 Madison ____ ___ _ 13 28 31 
Butler ___ _____ 55 205 .f l Mahaska __ _____ 93 135 437 
Calhoun ___ ___ 26 22 73 Mar·ion __ __ _____ 340 147 239 
Car roll _ _ _ _ . . _ 49 61:l 73 Mar shall __ __ ___ 63 39 63 
Cass __ ____ __ __ 31 :J9 iJ9 Mills ___ _____ ___ 28 38 126 
Cedar . . ___ ___ _ 24 33 55 Mitchell __ . ___ __ 19 22 5± 
Cerro Gordo __ 53 47 59 Monona ___ __ __ _ 51 70 70 
Cherokee ___ · __ 7 10 :J5 :Monroe ___ ______ 52 86 185 
Chickasaw __ _ 34 43 101 Montgomery _ - _ 33 173 123 
Clarke ___ _____ 32 12 36 Muscat ine ___ __ _ 239 79 119 
Clay---------- 14 37 50 O'Br·ien ____ ____ _ 15 21 47 
Clayton __ ____ . 100 96 20U Osceola __ __ __ ___ 4 18 16 
Clinton __ __ __ _ 32 8 316 Pag·e ______ ____ _ 38 55 74 
Crawford __ __ _ 32 54 136 P alo Alto _______ 13 19 31 
Dallas ___ _____ 105 37 110 Plymouth _ ___ __ 96 38 85 
Davis- · ____ __ _ 16 51 84 Pocahontas _____ 15 25 27 
Decatur ____ ___ 12 100 103 Polk ___ _______ _ 199 144 294 
Delaware .. ____ 57 47 119 Pottawattamie __ 164 113 232 
Des Moines __ _ 333 111 255 Poweshiek __ ___ 38 61 104 
Dickinson ____ 13 8 15 Ringgold _______ 25 47 49 
Dubuque ____ _ 203 254 230 Sac _- _- - - ---- - -- 37 45 66 
E mme t ----- - _ 24 21 23 Scott _ __________ 287 28 50 
Fayette ___ ___ _ 99 72 148 Shelby _--- -- --- 38 23 44 
F loyd ___ _____ _ 21 43 127 Sioux ________ __ 136 26 64 
Franklin _____ 60 39 41 Story--------- -- 44 89 47 
Fremont __ ____ 79 49 103 T am a ______ ___ - . 58 63 195 
Geeene __ __ ___ 17 28 70 Taylor ____ - --- -- 9 28 38 
Grundy __ ___ __ 47 15 60 Union . _ . _____ ___ 57 16 42 
Guthrie ___ ___ 33 33 69 Van Buren __ __ __ 37 82 91 
Hamilton ____ _ :n 80 69 Wapello- --- -- -- 418 191 487 
Hancock __ __ _ 14 89 71 Warren __ - --- -- 17 43 75 
Hardin __ _____ 40 30 56 Washington ____ 49 48 65 
H arrison ______ 63 49 u s Wayne _________ 13 84 74 
Henry ___ __ __ _ 64 61 107 Webster ____ ____ 58 105 14 
Howard ___ ___ _ 18 29 59 Winnebago _____ 89 26 49 
Humboldt __ -· 15 58 49 Winneshiek ___ __ 158 109 119 
Ida ____ ___ ___ _ 11 17 l7 Woodbury ___ __ _ 320 85 197 
I ow a __ _ . __ ___ 40 66 159 Worth __ _______ 45 61 59 
Jackson_ . _____ 114 141 172 W ri.ght -· ------- 17 33 78 
Jasper _______ _ 52 97 247 ---- --- ---

'J'()t,al ~ __ ____ 7.569 7.407 11.102 
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DISTRICT LIBRARIES. 

We have thought it our duty during the last biennial perio~ 
to encourage as far as possible the establishment of district 
libraries. In this we have received the hearty support of 
county superintendents and teachers. These efforts ha.ve not 
been wasted, although we have not accomplished all we 
desired. 

The statistics show a total of 122,728 volumes in district 
libraries in 1893, 151,904 volumes in 1894, and 151,561 volumes 
in 1895. By persistent efforts we hope to nearly double the 
number of volumes within the next two years. 

To know the value of books, and how to u'se them, is itself 
an education. The ability to distinguish good, healthy litera­
ture from that which is vicious and unwholesome, is a growth 
which should be cultivated in the youth from earliest childhood. 

The increase in the number of youthful criminals is without 
doubt in a measure due to the reading of books which glorify 
crime, and which hold up the person who violates law and 
who eludes justice by his sharpness, as the highest type of a 
successful man. 

The county institute or the normal school comes far short of 
its purpose if it fails to call ~he attention of teachers to the 
features which characterize good literature, as developed in the 
purest classic English. If our teachers do not know the 
sources of good literature how can they point them out to. 
others? If they have no taste for good reading how can they 
cultivate it in their pupils? 

There is pressing need of pushing this line of work. Many 
schools have not even a dictionary. Few of them are well sup­
plied with reference books. There are thousands of teachers 
who have no resources beyond the text-book in their hands. 
The teacher who has not access to books of reference, to histo­
ries, geographies, travels and biographies, is shorn of half his 
teaching power. 
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I t should be no small part of the work of the teacher to 
direct the reading of the children in the school. The shelves 
-of the bookstores fairly groan with the weight of books pre­
pared expressly for children. To make a suitable selection 
requires time, knowledge and judgment. It is possible that 
children are receiving an injury from the character of some of the 
books which they read. T.he book which conveys information, 
increases the power of expression, induces thought and makes 
a lasting impression is a good book for the child. He grows 
strong, manly and independent through reading it. On the 
other hand, a book from which all life and vitality has been 
extracted, which has been diluted until it has lost the vigor of 
thought and clearness of expression which characterizes the 
author, with a view of bringing it down to the level of the 
child's mind, is not a good book for children. Such a book 
weakens the mind, dissipates the powers of concentration, and 
is forgotten as soon as the covers are closed. It may be even 
more interesting and attractive than it was as it came from the 
author's hands, but it has been robbed of its power of inducing 
thought, and is no longer to be classed among books suitable 
for the district library. 

The selection of a library for the public school is a matter 
of very grave importance, and should be undertaken only by 
experienced and well informed persons. There is great danger 
that children are reading too much. It is better for the child 
to read a few books well, to digest them, and to enter into the 
spirit of the author, rather than to read a multitude of books, 
and gain no clearly formed idea of any one of them. Do not 
bury the child under a load of rubbish until he is so surfeited 
with trash that he cares for nothing substantial. 
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DISTR lOTS IN 1895 REPORT ING A LIBRARY OF l\10RE THAN 250 VOLUMES. 

D I STRI CT. 

.; 
"' s 
" 0 
~ 

- - --- 2()2 

tf~l~~y. :: :: ::::::: .:: :: ~~~ 
Ald en. ·· · .. · .... " " .. .. 1,000 
Allerton · .. " · "" · " 305 
Alton ..... .. . .. .... . .... 450 
Amaua,D.T ........ . .. 310 

t~p:git~::: :: ::::::::: : 1'~~ 
Audubon · ·,:,· · · · · ·· · · · · 202 
Beaver . D. I .. .. " .. ... 300 
Bed ford· · .. .... " " · " · 2.'i0 
Helle vue .... " " .. ·"" 270 
Belle Plaine. · · ·· 

290 Belmond ........ ....... 1 goo 

~~~~~;~ :: :::::: ::: ::::: ·~~~ 
Brooklyn .............. sco 
Burl ington...... .... .. . 345 
Calmar ......... " ··" · · 600 
Oan oll · .. · · · .. · .... · · · 205 
Cedar, D. T.... 500 
Cedar· Falls .···· · ······ 

1
,
250 Cedar· Rapids ........ ·· 

Cente rvill e .. .. .. · .. · .. · ~26 
Centr l<l City·· .... · · · · · 25o 
Charlton ... · ...... "" 500 
Charles O!ty .......... · 
Clarence .... .. .. .... .. · ~~~ 
Clari uda .. · .... ·.. .. .. .. 

7
.
096 gg~~~~·: ii.'i·: :: ..... ". '250 

Corning.·· · · · · ·· ··· · · 53~ Correctionville.·· · · · · · :Jg 
Cresco ...... . · · · · · · · · · · 

475 g~e;;~~ort::::: ·:: :: ::: 2.ooo 
Decorah .. . .. . ..... · .. ·· ~Q05 Defiance .. . . . · · ·· ··· · ·· · .... b 
Des Moines, E ......... 1,500 
Des 1\Joines. N .. . ...... 2,5 0 
Des .1\loines, W ....... · 4, 7gQ 
Demson ....... · .... · .. · 1,1-0 De Witt ........... .. · .. · 40

0 Dubuq ue .. ............. 2,?Q 
Dunl ap ..... . ..... . . .... :!i>O 
Ert"le Grove, D. T ... · ~~~ 
Eldon .. ...... .... · .... · _,) 

DISTRICT. 

ui 

"' a 
"' 0 
~ 

Eldora . . .. .. ..... . . . ... = 
~~g:f~u~g:::::::::: 1,o23 
Farmington .......... ·

5 
3
35
00.-

Fort Dodg-e ...... .... .. 
Fort Madison . .. .. · . . ·· 1 , 03~05 Fremont City . . 
Gilmore. . · · · · · · · · · · 252 
Glenwood .... · .. · ...... 1·F

6
•
5
5 

Grand J unction . .... ·· ~53 Grant,D.T...... -
G1·inncll ... .... · .... · .. 1,000 
Grundy Center .. .. . .. ?,tO 
H ambur" . ........ · · ·· ·· oOO 
1 ndep~!laence. · · · · · · · · 

1 
~g~ 

IowaOtty..... .. .... .. ' ~ 
Irvington, D. T- .. · · · · · ~og 
JarM ·,town,D.T ... .. .. ~O 
JeJhn•,nn ........... · · .. 

1 
~OO 

Keol<uk .. ........... .. . ·
260 Keosa uqua .......... .. . •
00 Knoxville .. ..... .. .. · · · SOO 

.Lake City . .. ....... .... .
0 LlLuSlf!g ......... . .. .... !:h 

LeClaire .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
6
:
0 Le Mars.. .. . 

2
(J? 

Lewis. D T .. .. .. .. · .. 
2 0 Lincoln. D.'l' . . .. ·· · · · _5 

Lynn Grove, D. T.. ... 0 65 
Ma lvern................ 7 
Manchester . .. .... · · · · · ~;;~ 
M!Lratbon .......... .. .. 30 

·llf!Lren!lO ........... ·.. .. 5• 0
0 M!Lrion .............. ·.. ~0 

Ill a rsh;,lltown ... . .. · · · 4,?ug 
Mason City . ~ 
McGregor ....... . .... . . 1" 0 
Melrose, n . T .... .. · .. · 279 
Missouri Valley . .. .. ·· 5u0 
Monroe.. .... . .. .. .. .... ~~~ 
Mont icello .. .. . .. . .. .. ·~ 
1\1ontezuma. .. .. .. .. .. ? 
~1ouot A yr .......... ·.. ·:oo 
Moul ton .. .. .. ...... .. · 6HO 
lllusca.t!ne .. . · .... · · ·.. 600 
New Che rokee . ..... . · · 500 
Newell... 472 

DISTRICT. 
~ 
s 
"' 0 
~ 

Newton, D. T .......... · 400 
Northwood ..... . . .... . 300 
Oli n ...... .... ... .. .... ~~g 
Orange City ...... ·.. .. 

519 g~~~~~a:::::::::::: : :::: 3oo 
Os kaloosa ....... ....... 2,600 
Ottumwa .......... · .. · J ,

2
10
6

°S 
Palermo. D.T.... . .. ... 

300 Parkersburg ... .. .. .. .. 
Pella ............. ·.... ~88 

~~~i''B,~k::: ::::::::::::: 1,5oo 
Hichland...... ... ...... 3

3
0
0
°
0 Rockford . ... .. ...... .. 

Rock Rl<nids...... ... .. ~~ 
Rock Valley........... 6ao 
~!~~~~~·.::::: : :::: :::: : 290 
Rb eJ by .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 330073 
Sh eldon........ .. ...... 

322 1-'il)l ey . .. ............. .. 
SIOUX City ............. 1,~~0 
Sioux l{ap!ds.... .. . .. ~ 
Spl'ingdale .... .... ... · ~3 
' prin!{vlll c .... ........ "

60 State Ceo t er .. · · .. · · .. · 
9
u; 

1 Storm L a k e.. . ......... " 
Stuart.. . ..... .......... g~g 
Tipton . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. :;v

85 Toledo .... .. .......... · BOO 
Traer .. .. . . ····· · ··· · ··· 6:"-~ 
Vail............ . .. . ..... 300 
~m~~;~:: ::::::: :: :::: : 3(10 
Vinton. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ~.!,05 Waca usta, D. T . .. · · · · 000 ;~ig;rJ;.o~ .. : .. :::. :: 45o 
Waterloo, W . ... .. ···· 40~ 
Waukon..... ..... .. .. .. 64 
Wav~rly. .... . . . .. . . . .. . l,ll)lg 
Wel.st.Ar 0 Ity .. . ....... 

1 

.. 
0 Wes t B•·anch.......... :n 

WestLiberty.......... ~00 
What ( lbeer.... ....... ~00 
Woodbine. .. .. .. .. .. .. oOO 

In 0 0tober, 1895, a circular was sent to county s~perinte~d­
ents asking them to send the department all t~e m.for~atwn 
possible concerning the formation of district l~branes l_n the 
various counties. The following questions were mcluded m the 
circular: 

1. How many districts in yo ur county have libraries? 
2. How many volumes in these libraries'? . 
3. How were the fund s raised to provide the books~ 

What advance has been made the last two years? 
4. f t' i g the wot·k <:> 5. What is the present outlook or con mu n . 

From the answers received a condensed summary b.as been 
prepared, giving the facts in as clear a manner as possible. 

1. How many districts in your coun ty have libraries? 
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The answers to this inquiry indicate an increase in the num­
ber of districts purchasing libraries. 

2. How many volumes in these libraries? 

Replies show marked additions recently made to libraries in 
a large number of districts. 

3. How were the funds raised to provide the books? 
Adair.-Public entertainments. 
Black Hawk.-Contingent fund and e ntertainments. 
Boone. -Subscription and entertainments. 
Carrol/.-School entertainments, donation, and teachers givi g books to 

the library instead of prizes. 
Cass.-Lectures, entertainments, subscription. 
Cerro Gordo.-Subscription, donation , school entertainments. 

. Cher~kee. -School _entertainments and teachers giving books to the 
library mstead of ment cards to pupils. 

Chickasaw.-Entertainments gotten up by teachers. 
De/aware.-Contingent fund and entertainments. 
Emmet. - Direct tax and school entertainments. 
Franklin.-Entertainments. 
Fremont.-Lectures, entertainments and subscription. 
Greene.-Lectures, entertainments. 
Grundy.-Donation, contingent fund, entertainments. 
Guthrie.-Donation, contingent fund, entertainments. 
Hancock.-Entertainments. 
Howard.-Tax levy and entertainments. 
Humboldt.-Tax and entertainments. 
Ida.- Subscription. 
Iowa.-Subscription. 
Johnson.-Subscription and entertainments. 
Louisa.-Entertainments, principally. 
Lucas.-Entertainments. 
Madison.-Entertainments. 
J.ldahaska.-Entertainments. 
Marion.-Eotertainments. 
Marsha/I.-Tax levy and entertainments. 
Mitchel!.-Etforts of teachers and pupils. 
~usc_atine.-Book companies, contingent fund, entertainments. 
0 Bnen.-Donation and entertainments. 
Page.-EntePtainments. 

Palo Alto.-Subscription, entertainments, contingent fund. 
Plymouth.-Hard work, donation, entertainments. 
Pocalwntas.-Subscription and entertainments. 
Polk-Entertainments, contingent fund. 
Pottawattamie.-Donation and entertainments. 
Scott.-Donation by teachers and pupils, or purchase by board. 
Wape/lo.-Entertainments. 
Warren.-Entertainments. 
Washington. - Entertainments. 
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Webster.-Entertainments and contingent fund. 
1¥innebago.-Entertainments, contingent fund. 
Winneshiek.-Entertainments. 
Wright.-Entertainments. 

177 

4 What advance has been made the last two years? 
Adair.-Not much advance has been made during the past two years. 
Black Hawk.--Two years ago nc rural districts had libraries. 
Boone.-All the work was done within the past two years. 
Carroll.-All work done in the past two years. 
Cerro Gordo.-Most of t~ work accomplished in the past two year~. 
Cherokee.-Great advance has been made. 
Chickasaw.-Everything accomplished in the past two years. 
Emmet -Nothing done in the last two years. 
Fayette.-Perceptible increase. 
FJoyd.-Circulars distributed. 
Franklin. -The best teachers have been raising money. 
Fremont.-Slight advance. 
Greene.-Number of books purchased. 
Grundy.-Every district in the county has a library. A large number of 

books bought. 
Hamilton.-Little effort made. 
Hancock.-Very little. 
Howard.-Larger part of the work done in the past two years. 
Humboldt.-Fifty per cent increase in the two years. 
Ida.-Everything accomplished in the past two years. 
Johnson.-Twenty-eight libraries purchased since January, 1824. 
Louisa.-Most of the work done recently. 
Lucas.-Educational mee tings have done some work. 
Madison. - The teachers have provided themselves with r eference books. 
Mahaska.-Teachers' meetings have taken it up. 
Marion.-Public sentiment has been aroused and a few libraries started. 
Marsha/I.- T eachers' meetings have given the subject considerable 

attention. 
Mitcbell.-A few small libraries established, but no working organiza­

tion effected. 
Muscatine.- Very little perceptible advance. Discussed at educational 

meetings. 
0' Brien.-All existing libraries established in the last two years. 
Palo Alto.-More interest shown than every before. Educational meet-

ings talking· up the matter. 
Plymouth.-Quite a number of libraries established. 
Pocahontas -Only reference books secured. 
Polk.-But little ad,vance. 
Pottawattamie.-Marked advancement. 
Scott.-Hard times and public opinion have retarded the work. 
Tay/or.-No advance. 
Wape!lo.-Parents and school officers are interested in favor of libraries . 
Warren.-But little progress. 
Washingto11.-A number of books purchased. 
Webster.-Not much advancement. 
Hfinnebago.-Slow advance on account of hard times. 

12 
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Winnesbiek. -Slight ad vance. 
Wright. Three libraries established. 

5. What is the present outlook for continuing the work? 

Adair.-Outlook for the coming year is encouraging. 
Boone.-Good·field for work. 

[Bl 

Carrol!.-School patrons, teachers and pupils have combined to push the 
work. 

Cass.-Very good public spirit in favor of libraries. 
Cerro Gordo.-Interest is growing. 
Cherokee.-Teachers are interested. 
Chickasaw.-Two enthusiastic boards have purchased bookcases. 
Emmet.-Outlook discouraging. 
Fayette -Good prospects. 
Floyd.-Bright outlook for the coming year. 
Franklin.-Outlook is hopeful. 
Fremont.-About half the districts will begin the work during the next 

year. 
Greene.-County association has taken up the work. 
Grundy.-Much work will be done i.n the near future. 
Guthrie.-Educational leaders will help to place profitable and proper 

literature in the schools. 
Hamilton.-School directors are anxious to benefit the schools. 
Hancock.-Poor. 
Howacd.-Room for continued effort and better opportunity for success. 
Humboldt.-Good outlook. 
Ida.-Good. 
Iowa. -Good. 
Johnson.-Expect to have 100 libraries by another year. 
Louisa.-Prospects not very bright. 
Lucas.-Not very encouraging because schools need other supplies. 
Madison.-Good r esults if we are determined and energetic. 
Mahaska.-We are going to continue to agitate the subject. 
Marion.-Good prospects in many localities. 
Marshall.-We hope for better results. 
Muscatine.-We hope further progress may be made all along the line. 
O'Brien.-Patrons, teachers and pupils are very much interested. 
Palo Altu.-The best teachers are working· to establish libraries. 
Plymoutb.-Outlook good. 
Polk.-Present outlook not of the brightest. 
Pottawattamie.-Very promising outlook. 
Scott.-Expect to accomplish something with the help of patrons of 

education. 
Taylor.-Poor outlook. 
Wapello.-Good prospect for continuing the work. 
Warren.-We intend to accomplish something definite next year. 
Washington. -Patrons and pupils are very much interested. Slow but 

.sure progress. 
Webster.-No plans for future work. 
Winnebago.-Good prospects. Desir e for libraries evident. 
Winneshiek.-Districts are organizing for work . 
. Wright.-Teacher s are enlisted for this work and th e prospects are good. 
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FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

We have taken pains to compile condensed reports of .some 
of the more prominent city libraries. Although they do not 
properly come within the scope of this report, yet they form a 
very valuable adjunct to a system of schools. No greater boon 
can fall in the way of a teacher than to have free access to a 
good public library. The establishment of a free library in a 
town or city adds a perceptible impulse to the cause of popular 
education. Through its influence a higher tone is given to the 
morals of society, purer and loftier motives are placed before 
the young , and grander ideals lead up to noble and more useful 
lives. 

We have not attempted any reference to the state library at 
Des Moines, with nearly 50,000 volumes, to the libraries at the 
various state institutions, to the Davenport academy of sciences, 
with 30,000 volumes, to the Iowa masonic library at Cedar 
Rapids, with 12,000, the library of Iowa college, with 20,000, 
Cornell, with 13,000, and others of equal merit though not so 
large. All these are powerful factors in the educational inter­
ests of Iowa. We would g ladly give them full and complete 
mention if we bad time and space. 

The library law as amended by the Twenty-fifth General 
Assembly has already produced a marked effect in adding to 
the number of cities in the state maintaining free libraries . 
These libraries will increase as the law comes to be better 
kriown and appreciated. 

In a paper read by Hon. G. W. Wakefield before the library 
section of the state teachers' association last year, he said: 

The establishment of libraries in the municipalities is strictly a part of 
the educational system of the state, and the taxing power is very properly 
exercised for that purpose. The benefits of our library laws should be more 
generally accepted throughout the state, and this association ought to be 
able, through the influence of the teachers, to secure such more general 
acceptance. At your nex t session, in the light of another year's experience, 
it would be well to again inquire what amendments, if any, are needed to 
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our library laws to secure their general acceptance and to promote the 
growth and usefulness of the libraries thereby established. 

Before the same section, Col. C. H. Gatch also said: 

As the public library is very largely patronized by all classes, r ich and 
poor alike, by th e for·mer because it is much ch eaper than to buy for them­
selves, and by the latter because they have no means with which to buy for 
themselves, largely more is saved by even the well-to-do class on private 
account than is paid by them in the way of taxes on public account, and 
thousands of the poor have access to t h e best r eading matter who have no· 
other means of procuring the same. As an educational means the librar·y 
may safely be said to be only second to the public school. 

Statistics demonstrate that to be of use to the people generally, the public 
library must be absolutely free . The smallest charge for their use will 
deter the large majority from becoming book borrowers. In the city of 
Springfield , Mass., in a single year, after the library was made free, the 
number of borrowers increased from 1,100 to over 7,000, and the circulation 
of books from 41,000 to 154,000. 

By all means let thei:e be a free public library in every town and city of 
Iowa. 

BURLING'.rON. 

On February 22, 1868, a circulating library association was established 
in Burlington. Hon. James W. Grimes subscribed $5,000 for purchasing· 
books, and stock in small amounts was taken by a considerable number of 
citizens. Three dollars a year was fixed as the price for the use of library 
books. Although quite a number of books were added from time to time to 
the original contribution, the library did not satisfy the demands of the 
public, the number of subscribers having been r educed on January 1, 1885, 
to a little more than seventy, and the library was quite heavily in debt. 
A t that time the stockholders voted to turn the library over to the city of 
Burlington, upon condition that it should become a free public library. 
The gift was not accepted, however, for several months, as there was 
indebtedness of about $1,000 as a lien upon the property. In July, 1885, P. 
M. Crapo induced the city council to accept the gift by himself guarantee­
ing the payment of the indebtedness Mr. Crapo raised the money and paid 
the debt, also donating the first 100 books to the new free public library. 
Under the management of the city the library has been a success from the 
beginning. There is now a well selected list of nearly 15,000 books upon its 
shelves. The book takers number 2,300 at the present time, and an average 
of from 1,000 to 1,500 students and readers frequent the reading room every 
month. The trustees have received a small donation toward their building 
fund, and have saved out of the tax levied for their benefit a considerable 
amount, so that they have purchased a very choice building sit e at an 
expense of $5,500, and expect during the coming ~-ear, by the extra levy of 
tax which has been made, and the donations \vbich they will probably 
receive, to be able to commence the erection of a new library building, 
which will cost not less than 140,000, and which will be dedicated exclus­
ively to the use of Burlington 's free public librarv 
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CEDAR FALLS. 

One of the sure indications of a city's literary culture, taste and educa­
t ion is the presence of a public library. Th e Cedar Valley Horticultural 
a nd' Literary association was organized February 18, 1858. The society 
accumulated a library of about five hundred volumes. This association 
ter minated its existence in 1865 by donating to the library associat ion of 
Ceda r Falls, which association was organized upon the dis olution of the 
horticultural society, the library containing about five hundred volumes. 
ln a few weeks after the new organization one hundred dollars were raised 
and put into new books. In 18il these books were destroyed by fi1·e. The 
association went to work to secure a new supply of books and collected 
a bout one thousand volumes. In 1878 the association turned over to the 
c ity the books and all of its interest in the same thus forming the foundation of 
t he present library, now the property of the city, under the control of a 
board of trustees of nine members one elected each year. It is supported 
by a tax of one mill on the assessable property of the city. 

'l'he library is in good condition and increasingly well patronized and 
each member of the board bas taken a self sacrificing interest in the life 
and growth of the library. There are now about 4,300 volumes. For the 
first six months of 1895 the librarian reports a circulation, of 4,069 volumes 
of all classes. The kind of literature is of the best, and while a more 
extreme read ing of history, biography and the more useful books is desira­
ble, the r eading of the community will compare favorably with that of the 
most cultured New England towns. The fiction read by the patrons for the 
first six months of t he year is some sixty per cent. While this might seem 
an excessive amount of the lighter literature a comparison with twelve of 
the leading New England libraries shows their lowest average per cent as 
sixty-nine against eighty-seven per cent, the highest. 

CLIN'l'ON.* 

I n March, 1864, a meeting was held in the time keeper's office in the 
mach ine shop of the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad company, which 
r esulted in the organization of the railr oad literary association of Clinton. 
This association at once took steps to establish a library. On the 4th of 
July following an excursion was given, the train being furnished without 
expense by Mr. I. B. Howe, superintendent of the road. From this effort 
together with subscriptions, $200 were realized. This money was expended 
in the purchase of books, forming· a nucleus of a library, which a fter the 
accessions gathered through a period of twenty years, was transferred to its 
present sphere of usefulness in the school system of the city . 

T he railroad literary association in two years had one hundred and 
forty-one volumes in its library. In February, 1866, the associ!ttion trans­
ferred i ts membership, librar·y and furniture to the young men's association 
of Clinton, which was organized under the general incorporation act of the 
state, h aving for its object the e5tablishment, maintenance and manage­
ment of.: library, reading rooms and lectures. To the 141 volumes r eceived 
from the raill'oad literary association, accessions were made by donations 
of 199 volumes, and by the purchase of 232 volumes, making a total of 573 
volumes in the library at the beginning of thi,;; period of its history. 

* Public school I ibrttry . 
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From an annual membership fee of $2, from fines, subscriptions, and feom 
the proceeds of lecture courses, a fund was created for the ma intenance of 
the library. In August, 1882, there were in the library exclusive of 
r eports and pamphlets, 1,394 volumes. In November of th a t year the 
library with all its furniture was transferred to the board of education and 
became the property of the public schools. Mrs. Henry Sabin was elected 
librarian. The library was r eorganized and catalog ued and valuable 
accessions made. Under efficient management the library rapidly increased 
in usefulness and service to the schools. 

In January, 1888, Mrs. R . S. Bingham was elected librarian and served 
one year and a half, since which time Mrs. 0. P . Bostwick has been the 
acting librarian. 

The Clinton public school library has at present 4,876 volumes in the 
circulating department. Of government r eports and documents there are 
753 volumes, many of which are of great value. The books have been 
selected largely with reference to their use in connection with the course 
of instruction in geography, h istory, literature and science. Pupils in the 
sixth, seventh and eighth grades andoin the high school have access to th e 
library. Classified lists of books are furnished the pupils in each grade from 
which they ma ke selections with the recommendation or approval of their 
teacher. The library serves the pupils below the grammar school depart­
ment through reading courses, closely related to the subjects in the grades, 
the books being furnished in sets equal in number to the membership of the 
class . The reading is done in claos and at home under the guidance and 
help of the teacher. B.v these courses the pupils are taught the value of 
books, their proper use, a nd a taste is cultivated for good reading, so that 
when the child r eaches the grammar school he is able to draw books from 
the library on his own account and do intelligent reading. 

The library is an important fac tor in the educational system of t he city. 
Its value and service to the schools is rapidly increasing . Last year over 
10,000 volumes were drawn from the library by the pupils and teachers in 
the schools. The library is supported by district tax together wit,h mem­
bership fees, about one thousand dollars being expended each year in the­
purchase of books and foe running expenses. 

COUNCIL BLUFFS. 

In 1866, the first effol't was made toward a free public library in Council 
Bluffs. 'l'he young men's library association organized and began the collec­
tion of books. Their work was destroyed by fire in 1867. The next attempt 
to form a library was made by the high school of the city. R on. Horace 
Everett donated several hundred books, the school r aised considerable sums 
by entertainmen ts, and the Council Bluffs high school library association 
was an assured fact. Through the efforts of the Y . M. C. A., the high 
school turned their books over to the public, the libr·ary was moved down 
town, and the free library, with W . T . Robinson of the Y . M. C. A. as 
librarian, was organized. This association continued with slight cbanges. 
for five years. 

The Council Bluffs library association was incorporated in 1878. The 
women of Council Bluffs were invited to aid the enterprise, and went ener­
getically to work . The proposit ion to vote an annual tax for the free public 
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library, was submitted to the people and after many delays carrijld. The 
levy bas varied ft·om one-half mill, three-quarters mill, one mill, one-half 
mill, back to one mill again, which last amount is necessary to accomplish 
the object of the library. 

The free public library has maintained its pl·esent title and form since 
1881. Its headquarters have been moved from time to time, as more room 
was needed, and now the urgent demand is for a library building. Council 
Bluffs was the fir t city in Iowa to vote for a tax upon its people for the sup­
port of a free public library, and the friends of the 01·ganization are hope­
fully planning for a suitable building. The library contains about 15,000 
books, and during the year ending June 30, 1895, but one book was lost. 
The books are free to all over 12 years who present the required certificate. 
D. C. Bloomer is president of the library association, and Miss Elizabeth 
Peterson, librarian. 

DES MOINES. 

The plan for the establishment of a public library in Des Moines origi­
nated in 1866, with H . Y . Smith. Col. G. A . Stewart became interested in 
the project, and prepared a paper for circulation, obtaining the signatures 
of those v,;wng to furnish substantial aid to the new enterprise. Col. C. H. 
Gatch g-ned first, the next signature was Mr. Smith's, and third was that 
of Colonel Stewart. In four days the interest mr,nifested warranted the call­
ing of a meeting for organization, and the first articles of incorporation were 
adopted December 17, 1866. The officer;s chosen were men who took a 
prominent interest in city affiairs, and they went actively to work to secure 
the necessary books . 

In September, 1867, the library was opened to the public, with about 
2,300 books on the shelves, the reading room being supplied with thirty 
newspapers and magazines. C. A. Dudley was the first librarian. Upon 
Mr. Dudley's resignation in 1868, he was made a life member in considera­
tion of his efficient services. Miss Lizzie Black was the next regularly 
appointed librarian, and rendered helpful and gratifying service. During 
her short term of office, the notable presentation of the Lady of Lyons was 
given for the benefit of the library. Mis~ Belle Griffiths, now Mrs. Choate 
of Chicago, was elected to fi ll the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Miss Black, and gave to the library efficient service, under many difficul­
ties, until November, 1875, when she resigned th e position. 

The needs of the library were now greater than its income, and much of 
the time it was having a hard struggle for existence. The women of the 
city consented to take the library in charge for a period of 5 years, electing 
Mrs. Sarah M. Dickinson as their fi rst president. Miss Nellie Griffiths, 
now Mrs. McClain of Iowa City, was appointed librarian in June, 1876. The 
library was transferred in September to rooms in the Art block, on Fourth 
street near Court avenue. In May, 1878, application was made to the city 
council for aid, and $500 annually was voted from the city fund. Mrs. Ada 
North became librarian in 1878, and during- her term g-ave the library its 
first catalogue in manuscript. The number of books at this time was about 
3,500 volumes. Mrs. North left a lasting and valuable impress upon the life 
of the struggling association. In 1879, Mr·s. W. T. Dart took up the duties 
of librarian and made many earnest efforts to stimulate public interest in 
the library and its needs. 
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In 1882, the library was turned over to the city of Des Moines. An 
appropriation of $200 per month for the support of the library was tempora­
rily made and afterward a tax of one-fourth of a mill was levied for the 
purpose, affording an annual income of about $2,000. 

Mis5 Stella Bebout, now Mrs. A . B. Morse, succeeded Mrs. Dart as 
librarian in 1887. Miss Bebout brought to the work great enthu iasm and 
untiring energy, and did much to popularize the libra y and attract public 
attention to the work it was doing. Her first annual report showed a 
yearly circulation of over 40,000 books. 

In 1890, the library was transferred into rooms on the first floor of the 
Young Men's Christian association building on Fourth and Grand avenue. 
In ·1891, the board of trustees became an active working organization, hold­
ing monthly m~etings in the interest of the library. 

The present librarian, Miss Ella M. McLoney, entered upon the duties 
of the position in 1891. In 1892, the first printed catalogue of the library 
was issued. In the same year, the city council by urgent r equest raised th e 
levy for the library to one mill. 

In 1895, the library was moved to the first floor of the block on the comer 
of Eighth and Locust streets, and is now comfortably established in its new 
and commodious quarters. Miss McLoney has proved an efficient librarian, 
understanding well the duties of her office. 

*DUBUQUE. 

The young men's literary association of Dubuque was incorpor ated March, 
1859, by fifteen young men. The object was to establish and maintain a 
library ancl1·eading room, and to procure literary and scientific lectures. The 
records of the library are blank during the civil war, but in 1865 a great 
increase in interest was manifested . The library was moved to new quar­
ters, and Martha A. Chaddock was elected librarian, which posit ion she 
held for ten yeara. Many a young reader, by kindly counsel and pleasant 
suggestion, has she led from a mental diet of chaff and trash, dime novels 
and sensational literature, to the broader, higher, and when reached, the 
no less inviting, fields of history literature and science. December 16, 
1865, the name was changed from litera1·y to library association, and in Jan­
uary, 1866, a committee was instructed to purchase $1,000 worth of books. 
Year followed year and the library grew and pt·ospered, for its officers were 
unusually faithful, doing much, and receiving nothing in money. The true 
value of the services rendered by 0. P . Shiras, who served as president 
eleven years, and the efficient directors who aided him, in particular Dr. S. 
H. Guilbert; whose labors as chairman of the book committee were indefat­
igable for many years, will undoubtedly never be fully recognized, but 
they have nevertheless left a lasting impression upon the intellectual life 
of Dubuque. Rev. H . Ficke succeeded Miss Chaddock as librarian. After 
twelve years of effi.cient management and earnest work Mr. Ficke resigned. 
Mrs. Clara E. Dwight served over three years and was followed by Miss C. 
Wilder, present librarian. 

F rom time to time the subject of transferring the library to the city has 
been under consideration, but the plan has never met with favor , for though 
its endowment is small, and its maintenance a constant source of anxiety to 

*Membe rsl.iip library . 
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i ts officers, they have never failed to rally to its support when a necessity 
al'ose. There have been many in recent years whose names deserve honor­
able mention, and they will long be h eld in high esteem by their fellow 
citi?.ens for their labors. Within the last five years a book fund of $1,200 
has been obtain d,. mainly through th e efforts of Ron . Jacob Rich, as presi­
dent of the a sociat ion. 'l'wo bequests of $1,000 each have also been received 
from the estates of N. C. Ryder and Dr. J. H . Lull, both member s of the 
round table, and warm friends and efficient officer s of the association from 

the beg·inning of its history. 
7:· FAIRFIELD. 

The Jetier on county library association was founded in the spring of 
1853. In common efforts to promote its welfare the citizens of F airfield 
bave seemed to avoid those many local disturbances that often creep in to 
plague the community life of many another· city and town. '.Che library has 
never drawn one dollar from the hand of involuntary taxation. Its spacious 
grounds, i ts commodious building, its books, pictures and mu!:<eum, have all 
come in obedience to laws, not statutory , but those that are written on the 
warm, life-giving t ides of human h earts. This fact alone stamps it as one 
of the best of human endeavors, and gives to its present proportions a sym­
metry that is gr and. It now has about 16,000 volumes of well selected 
books, a museum without a rival in the stat e, and is in possession of a r are 
exhibit of the E uropean lace industrie 

In 1853 one of its earliest certificates of stock was issued to the late Sen­
ator James F . Wilson, who bad been but a few days in his newly adopted 
t own and state. Thus was enrolled among its stockholders and members 
one who never ceased to think and act for its welfare and up building, down 
to his latest conscious moments on earth. Through his personal donation 
or solicitation, at home and abroad, has come most of i ts books and much of 
its museum material. It was he who interested and fi nally influenced 
Andrew Carnegie to dona te $40,000 for the e t·ection of its present and per­
manent home, the quarter of a block on which it stands, being the gift of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilson No man in Iowa had a higher appreciation of the value 
of books in exer t ing a h ealthy influence upon society than Mr. Wilson. The 
results of his labors fo rm a grand illustration of what one man can do who 
h as at heart the good of the cornmuni.ty in which his lot in life is cast. The 
library at Fairfield, with all i ts surroundings, its museum, its well appointed 
rooms for lectures and for social purposes, is his most enduring monument. 

This library is the rallying point for much of the social life of t he city 
and county that is linked with education, literature and art. The building 
has a lecture room seated with opera chair s, accommodating 300 people. 
Lectures, concerts, exhibitions of literary societies, and reading clubs, are 

frequently held within its walls. 
From these latter sources and private subscription is draw·n its annual 

expenses, which now aggregate $1,500. Its affairs are conducted by a board 
of twelve director s, elected annually. Mr. War d Lamson, Sr. , is now presi­
dent, and Rollin J. Wilson, secretary. The present libr arian, A. T . Wells, 
has been librarian for thirty-two years. 

* Membersblp libra ry . 
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FORT DODGE. 

The Fort Dodge library association was organized May l, 1874. Its 
financial nucleus was a subscription of $216. A room suitable for library 
purposes was ·placed at the disposal of the association free of r ent, and the 
services of the librarian were volunteered, so that all the expense incurred 
for starting the library was for a few small incidentals. The second yeat• 
the entire income was ex pended for Appleton 's cyclopedia. In November, 
1883, the firs t catalog was issued, showing· 2,110 volumes. In the year 
1886, owing to increased expenses and no increase of income, the number of 
new books purchased was much smaller, and the number of r eaders began 
to fall off . 

The affairs of the library wer e very discouraging for the next three years, 
though the ladies of Fort Dodge raised $542 by an entertainment and put 
the library in good financial standing in 1887. In the summer of 1889 a 
donation of 150 volumes was made to the library by Ron. Theodore Hawley, 
of Fort Dodge. The common council of the city on the first day of Novem­
ber, 1889, made an appropriation of $772, being the equivalent of a one-mill 
tax on the assessed valuation of the city, to maintain the library for one year, 
to be continued at the pleasure of the city, the association agreeing t o 
expend $500 of the amount voted, foe new books, to be the property of the 
city, if at the end of the year the city should decide not to aid in maintain­
ing a free library any longer. 

January 1, 1890, the library was opened as a free public library. The 
experiment proved so satisfactory, that at the end of the first year the city 
council and the association established the library as a permanent institu­
tion of the clty. The library has from its foundation been conducted on the 
theory that in small towns it is better to expend the money available in the 
purchase of books that can be read at their homes by i ts patrons, than to 
expend it principally for the maintenance of a reading room, which as a 
rule, cannot conveniently be used by the more industrious classes of the 
community. 

INDEPENDENCE. 

The free public library of Independence was organized under section 
461 of the statutes of Iowa, in September, 1873. The library contains 4,000 
volumes, and an average of 900 a month are loaned, exclusive of those used 
in the reading room for reference. Eight monthly periodicals, with t welve 
weekly and three daily publications, are on file in the reading room. Eigh t 
hundred volumes were destroyed by fire May 25, 1874. The regular income 
for library purposes is a tax levied upon the assessed valuation of the city, 
and is about $950 a year. In January, 189±, J. B. Jones donated by win 
$500, and in July, 1894, Dr. George Warne bequeathed $500 to the library. 
By the will of Perry Munson $15,000 were placed in the hands of Col. Jed 
Lake, W . .E'rancis, and M. Timms as trustees for the purpose of erecting a 
building for the library and an industrial school. The building has been 
completed on a lot donated by Col. Jed Lake, and the library occupies the 
second story free of rent. The building is 42x92 feet. 

The library is open afternoon and evening and is liberally patronized by 
the pupils of the public schools. For several years after the organizaticn 
of the library the large majority of books read were of the class of light 
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liter ature, but during the last few years standard and more useful books 
are the roost popular. The secretary reports that the endeavor now is to leave 
out the t rash as fast as possible and to supply the library with such books 
as will be useful and of especial benefit to the rising generation. 

KEOKUK. 

The Keokuk library association was organized and incorporated Decem­
ber 10, 1863, as a stock association. Stock sold at $10 per share, life mem­
bership, $50; subscription, $3 per year. It was first opened for the delivery 
of books June 1, 1864, with four life members and one hundred and eighty­
one stockholders, and with about 2,500 books for distribution . During the 
first year 1,000 books were added and this number was increased by 1,500 · 
more during the second year by purchase and donation. For a number of 
years the association conducted a lecture course deriving most of their 
income ·from t hat source, and from entertainments given by the ladies of 
the city. 

A printed catalog was issued in 1866, which has since been supple­
mente-d with written ones. A card catalog was made in 1887. In 1879, 
J. L. Rice in dying left a bequest of $10,000 for the library association, 
which became the nucleus of an amount raised for the erection of an excel­
lent building costing about $25,000. The library room is on the second floor 
with lecture room attached, the first floor being rented and constituting the 
main income of the library. 

In 1883 the ladies gave an art loan exhibition netting about $1,100 and 
shares of-stock wer e sold entitling the holders of them to the use of the library 
for ten years. 

The library was opened for the public in their own building February 
24, 1883. Jn April, 1894, the people by their votes testified t heir willing­
ness to supvort a library and the association leased the library building and 
books to the city for the t erm of eight year s, and it was opened to the pub- · 
lie as a free public library.July 15, 1894. The city pays $1,700 a year for the 
lease of the library. The rent of the lower floor amounts to $800 a year, and 
the fines on books amount to $120 a year. Thus the total income for library 
purposes is about $2,620 a year. 

*LYONS. 

The Lyons young· men 's association was established about 1863, the 
original purpose being to maintain a public library . The association was 
duly incorporated in February, 1879. 1'he public library contains over 6,000 
bound volumes, ahout 2,000 unbound magazines and pamphlets, also a large 
number of maps, engravings, pictures and curiosities. The terms of sub­
scription are $1.50 and $3 per annum, and entitle a member to two and six 
books per week, respectively. There are only about ninety members 
enrolled, a very low membership considering the size of the city, but this is 
the usual number of members for preceding yea1·s. The library is very 
prosperous, however, and besides meeting all current expenses, the funds 
permit the purchase of from $150 to $200 worth of books each year. The 
library has no endowment nor any income other than that received from 
subscriptions and the proceeds of entertainments given by the association . 
Its progress has been very fair, and it is now in fir st class condition in every· 

* 1\iembersb ip library. 
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way. The library is recognized as a most excellent one by all, but it is not 
as well patronized as it should be. 

MASON CITY. 

InN ovember,l888, the ladies of Mason City organized a library and reading 
room. The entire collection of books comprised orne standard historie and 
biographies, and a few miscellaneous volumes that had once formed part of 
a small membership libt·ary. · From this beginning has g·rown slowly and 
steadily a good working city library, containing several of the best cyclope­
dias, histories, biographies and scientific works, together with a large num. 
ber of volumes of poetry and fictio~ . A vigorous appeal to the city council in 
1893 t·esulted in the levying of a tax of one mill for the benefit of the library. 
In connection with the library is a r eading room. which is kept open every 
·day and evening in the week. Many of the be t maga7.ines and newspapers, 
secular and religious, are on file. The reading room is very laegely patron­
ized by men, women and children, a all find their wants supplied to a 
~ertain extent. Miss Mary Hurlburt is the efficient librarian , thoroug·hly 
understanding her business. An item of interest noted by her ie that the 
tone of the reading matter demanded i constantly being elevated. The 
number of books loaned in a year is increasing, and the intellectual growth 
of the city is encouraging. The several study clubs of the city, as well as 
the high school, make the city library of great use for reference purposes. 
The mayor has appointed nine ladies, who ha.d a! ways been interested in 
the library, as trustees, according to a recent act of the legislatur·e. He 
declares them to be the most economical and conscientious boal'd he has 
ever known. 

NEVADA. 

As early as 1875 a number of Nevada's thoughtful and earnest women 
began a movement for the establishment of a publb library for the town. 
The outcome wa favorable and the library became a certainty in the spring 
of 1876. The proceeds of a one-mill tax was allowed to accumulate until 
1879, when some 300 to 400 well elected volumes were purchased, W. W. 
Hunt was appointed librarian and the library formally opened to the public. 
lts book purchasing· resources were early curtailed by a reduction of the 
tax levy, and for nearly a decade and a half the institution was conducted 
simply as a circulating library with opportunity fo r taking- out books but 
two evenings each week. Yet, notwitb tanding these limitations, it has 
_year by year steadily grown and exerted a marked and wholesome influence 
in the community. In July, 1893, a library and reading room association 
was formed for the purpose of enlarging the scope and work of the library. 
Its membership reached 250 or more. Its executive committee, co-operating 
with an appreciative and willing city council and library committee, rear­
ranged the library room and established therein a well furnished reading 
room. The GO-cent fee previously exacted for using the library, was abol­
ished, a superintendent was appointed, and the building was kept open for 
the use of visitors every week-day after·noon and evening. This arrange­
ment still continues with slight modifications. The library has an income 

·Of about $500 a year. Mrs. Lillian Monk is the present librarian. 

Osage Free Public Library. 
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SIOUX ITY. 

T he Sioux City p ublic library originated in the young men's literary 
association of Sioux City, organized in 1869. In 1871 the association had 414 
books: Rober t Buchanan was the first librarian, and wi th others who 
acted as volunteers, kept the library open until it passed into the possession 
of Sioux City. In 1877 the city bought the library, consis ting of 600 
books. The library had a healthy g rowth and was moved several times to 
accommodate its needs. ln 1885 the city purchased a plat of ground as a 
site for a library building, and in 1891 commenced its erection. The struc­
tuee was completed early in the summer of 1892, and was finished and fitted 
for occupancy in August. It is a massive five story and basement building 
of fine, pinkish white sandstone, and excepting the state library at Des 
Moines , it furnishes the finest home for a circulat ing and r efer ence library 
to be found in the state. 

On the present as es ment the annual income for library purposes is 
about $16,000, of which one-h alf goes for the purchase of books and pel'iodi­
cals. T he selections are made very largely from lists recommended by 
patrons, thus answering the actual present demands of the r eaders. The 
library is classified on the decimal system, combined with the Cutter system 
of book numbering . 

The u e of the reading rooms since the opening of the new library has 
been most gratifying . T he steadily g rowing patronage has made this one of 
th e most important departments of · th e library. T h ere is capacity to seat 
from seventy-five to one hundred. The rooms are kept open each week day 
feom 10 A . M . to 10 P. M., and on Sundays from noon to 7 P. M . At present 
the current r eading matter comprises t wenty-two magazines and twelve 
newspapers, of which four are in fo reign languages. The leading dailies 
and weeklies of the United States, as well as of Iowa, are kept for all classes, 
r egard.less of religious or political belief. 

T he efforts of the past yeaL" have been given entirely to the practical 
work of or ganizing the various departments of the library, and of classify­
ing and cataloging its resources. With future growth definite 3teps will be 
t a ken toward bringing about closer union with the public schools, the num­
erous literary and art clubs of the city, and with the shops and factot' ies. 
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T AMA INDIANS. 

While it does not come strictly within the limits of this 
report, we think it is our duty to call the attention of the gen­
eral assembly to the condition of the Indian youth living on 
their reservation in Tama county. These childrren are growing 
up not only without any education whatever in books, but also 
without any of the influences calculated to lift them out of their 
native degradation. 

There is a duty here which ought not to be.longer neglected. 
The promptings of philanthropy alone should move us to pro­
vide some way by which these Indian youth may be taught at 
least the rudiments of an English educa.tion, and trained in the 
habits of industry and thrift. 

Some time ago we wrote to the Indian agent at Toledo in 
regard to the educational wants of the Tama Indians, and we 
append the reply to our letter: 

TOLEDO, IOWA, October 17, 1895. 
DEAR SIR-Your letter to the undet·signed in which you kindly offer to 

make r eference to the educational wants of the Tama I ndians in your for th­
coming biennial report, is received. Thanking you for the same, we beg 
leave to make the following brief statement of facts: 

The Sac and Fox Indians of Iowa, locally known as the Musquakies, are 
a r emnant of the once powerful Sac and Fox tribe of the Mississippi. In 
1855 they settled along the Iowa river in Tama county. In 1856 the legisla­
ture of Iowa enacted a law permitting these Indians to remain within the 
state as long as they continued peaceable. Here for forty years they have lived 
in the very midst of our Christian civilization, with scarcely any apparent 
improvement. The present enrollment is 403, and their numbers are slowly 
increasing. The number of school age is 117. They live in wick-i-ups, have 
no marriage rites, and observe their dog-feasts and medicine dance as their 
fathers did. Recently the ghost dance has been introduced among them. 
They nearly all wear the blanket . They resist all progress, and declare: 
As for us, we are Indians and will always be Indians. A small Christian 
mission and a government day school have been maintained for a few years, 

13 



194 REPORT OF THE [Bl 

but with very little benefit to them. No concerted humane or Christian 
effort has yet been made in their behalf. 

R ealizing tb e deplorable condition of these Indians, the citizens of 
Toledo and Tama, irrespective of party or creed, in June, 1895, organized 
the Indian Rights Association of Iowa, with the following· officers and execu­
tive committee : S. N . Fellows, president; E. G. Penrose, first vice-presi­
dent; E. C. Ebersole, second vice-president; J. R . Caldwell, secretary; A. 
E. Jackson, treasurer; H. M. R ebok, U S . Indian agent. 

The purpose of this association is to secure the lawful rights of these 
l:ndians and to promote their civilization. To this end, a movement has 
'been set on foot to secure the establishment near this tribe of a government 
reservation school. This is chiefly an industrial school. It would require 
·th e appropriation, by the general government, of about $75,000 with which 
~o purchase a farm of 160 or 200 acres of land, to equip the fa1·m with houses, 
barns, stock, and machinery, by the use of which the boys may learn gen­
eral farm and mechanical work, and the girls learn laundry work, cooking, 
sewing, cutting and fitting garments, and all forms of domestic industry. 
Also, they would be taught to speak, read, and write the English language, 
the elements of arithmetic, bookkeeping, geography, history, and such 
other branches as would be most helpful to them in their condition. In all 
such schools, arrangements are made for moral and religious instruction of 
a st r ictly undenominational character. The aim is to consider the Indian 
as he is, his needs and possibilities, and to develop him as an Indian in all 
the habits and life of Christian civilizat ion. This work is at once humane, 
patriotic and Christian. 

T he legal status of these Indians differs from that of any other tribe in 
the United States. Theirs is not a reservation. They own the land on 
which they live, having bought it with their own money. This land , con­
sisting of nearly 2,000 acres, is held in trust for them by the governor of 
Iowa and the U . S . Indian agent. It is their land and they pay taxes the 
same as whites, of over $600 annually, into the Tama county treasury. None 
of th is money r eturns to them for education, but goes to benefit the whites. 
As a consequence of their owning this land, the U. S. Indian agent is limited 
in his authority over them, and the federal government is restrained from 
police r egulation over them. It is believed therefore that in order to reach 
the desired results, the ge neral assembly of Iowa should remove all legal 
r estrictions so that the federal government may have the sam e control of 
these Indians as of those on r eservations. Possibly a law granting jurisdic­
tion concurrent with the federal government would be suffic ient. 

In conclusion we may say that such schools as the one for which we 
ask are being established for smaller t r ibes in other states. 'Why not make 
equal provision for th e Indians in Iowa? We believe the sentiment of the 
people of the state will be unanimous that the general assembly of Iowa 
should enact such a law as will r emove all restrictions and that the next 
eongress shall give the Indians of Iowa the same advantages that have been 
given to the Indians of other states. 

Thanking you for the interest you have shown us in this movement, we 
lie main, Yours respectfully, 

H. M . REBOK, 

liL N. FELLOWS, U. S. Indian Agent. 
Ii'llesident Indian Rig hts Associat ion of Io wa. 
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te the following from a letter received from W. N. 
We quo · h l . perintendent of Ind1an sc oo s: 

Hallman, su 
k 

the following suggestion : L et Iowa, for the present, con-
I would rna e '11 b 1 t · · d ' t ' U •t d States concur rent, or better st1 , a so u e JUrlS 1c wn 

fer upon the .m e pled<Ting herself to receive thero into full citizenship as 
these Ind1ans, " · · · · h ' t' b l over 'dl as the processes of c1V1llzat10n r ender t 1s prac 1ca e. 

soon ~n~ a:h::-:
1
h/best, as probably will be the case, to confer concurrent 

. If 1~ 1~0n t:e relation should be clearly defined, so as to avoid all c:ash­
JUrisdlCt1 ' 't and all shirking of r esponsibility on the part of e1ther 
ing of author1 y, 

r the United States. . 
Iowa 0 . ht hold in trust the lands of the Indians, ·collect taxes, bmld 

Iowa nng U · d St t · out · h for crimes and misdemeanors, the mte a es carrymg 
roads, p~mslations educating the Indian youth, having full police jurisdic­
treaty std1pu . ting' the state authorities in the administration of justice 
tion an ass1S . h h 

'. th execution of state laws which do not conflict w1t t e preroga­
andm e 
. s of the United States. 

t1ve d chan arrangement the United States could build an industrial 
Unl er su the Indian land compel the attendance of the Indian youth, 

schoo near ' . . . b . thods for breaking up the permmous tr1bal customs, secure su -
d~vl~e mteo the marriage laws of the state, create opportunities for the full 
m1BB10ll d ' t ' d ' · t 'on of Indian youth from the thraldom of savage tra 1 wn, an m 
emanmpa 1 · ·t· h d als · et1' re and leave Iowa to deal w1th the new c1 1zens as s e e due t1me r 
with all others. 

It is only necessary to add that we fully agree with the con­
clusions reached in these letters. It is understood that the 
United States is ready to purchase the necess~ry land, t~ erect 
buildings at a cost of $75,000, instruct the Ind1an youth muse­
ful ar ts and callings, and to afford them the advantages that 
are provided for other tribes under the care of the general 

government. . . 
I t is not expected that those Indians can be recla1med who 

have reached maturity. They are too strongly intrenched in 
nature and habit. But much can be done for the children and 
youth. It is not an experiment by any means. The plans _pro­
posed in this case have been successfully tried ~ithother tnbes. 
There is no reason to think that they would fall here. 
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ARCHITECTURE. 

We have taken much pains to gather for this report a large 
number of cuts representing school buildings lately erected in 
different counties of the state. Persons who may be attracted 
by any particular house can undoubtedly obtain furt.her informa­
tion by addressing the secretary of the board at that place. 

We have also been able to publish a few interiors, and in 
some cases the floor plans. We think no feature of this report 
will prove of greater interest and usefulness than this. 

Our predecessor in this office called attention to the advisa­
bility of authorizing this department to publish in pamphlet 
form plans and specifications of desirable buildings, especially 
those for district schools and for our smaller places. We fre­
quently receive calls for such plans and specifications, which 
we are at present unable to furnish. We renew his recom­
mendations in this report. 

It is highly desirable when a new building is to be erected, 
that it should as far as possible conform to modern discoveries 
with reference to amount of floor space in each room, to the 
lighting, heating and ventilation, so as to promote the health 
and comfort of both the teachers and scholars. 

There is sometimes a disposition to sacrifice the more essen­
tial points of the building to a showy exterior. This should 
not be done in any case. While the building should be well 
proportioned and tasty, suited to its surroundings, the main 
point, its adaptability to the purposes for which it is designed, 
should be prominent in its erection. 

It is frequently the case that the employment of an architect 
who has made the construction of school buildings a special 
study, will secure for the district the best approved facilities, 
thus adding materially to the usefulness and availability of the 
house, and this very often at a real saving of cost over all 



200 REPORT OF THE [Bl 

attempt to build without first procuring the most desirable plans 
and specifications. 

While it is very g ratifying to note that there is a growing 
interest on the part of the community in the kind and character 
of the buildings in which their children attend school, there is 
still much to be done before all the people will fully realize the 
importance of this matter. Even our teachers are not well 
posted in the details of what constitutes a building suitable for 
school purposes. 

On this account we urge the recommendation already referred 
to, that this department be authorized to take such steps as will 
place the needed information where it can be obtained by those 
most inter ested. 

The h ealth of the childr en of the state is of very grave impor· 
tance. It is possible that in some cases their health is injured 
through overcrowding by injudicious 'oeachers, or by too ambi­
tious parents. It is more often injured undoubtedly by their 
being forced to study in school rooms crowded, ill-ventilated, 
badly lighted, and badly heated, and in seats which cramp and 
deform the body and force the pupil to assume unnatural and 
tiresome attitudes. Few children are injured by overstudy, if 
they are surrounded by right sanitary conditions at school. and 
are subjected to such rules and regulations, both at school and 
at home, as tend to promote development of all the organs of 
the body as nature dictates. 

In a few instances buildings have been planned so as to place 
the high school room on the lower floor, with a view to using it 
as an assembly hall for lectures and school entertainments. In 
small cities such an arrangement has been found to be very 
practical. In the same building as adjuncts to the high school, 
may be placed the village library, the gymnasium, and the 
museum. This plan makes the school an additional factor in 
the community, and it becomes the rallying point for every 
good cause. 
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TEACHER AND PUPIL. 

TEACHERS' READING CIRCLE. 

PUPILS' READI G CIRCLE. 

CHILD STUDY. 

NATURE STUDY. 



Cou ntry Schoolhouse. 



Floor Plans of Country Schoolhouse. 



TEACHERS' READING CIRCLE. 

'rhe state reading circle board is composed of six members 
selected from the county superintendents' section of the state 
teachers' association, with the superintendent of public instruc­
tion as president ex o.tlicio. 

BOARD OF DIREC'l'ORS. 

W. A. McCord , Co. Supt., . . ......... . ............ . .... . ... _ .. . Des Moines 
Term expires January 1, 1896. 

F annie E. Rutledge, Co. Supt .,------ -··· ··- _--- ---···· ··· ·····--- Bedford 
Term expires January 1, 1896. 

A. B. Goss, Co. Supt., _ . . ___ .... . _ .. ...... _. _ .. . __ . . _ .. . . . _. _ .. Keosauqua 
Term expires J anuary 1, 1897. 

Thomas Walpole, Co. Supt. , ______ _ - ------ - --- - -- ----- ·····- ----- ----Alta 
Term expires J·anuary 1, 1897. 

R. C. Barrett, Co. Supt., . .... --- - -------- --- - - - - - -- - ----- ----------Osage 
Term expires January 1, 1898. 

W. L. Etter, Co. Supt . , ____ . . ... .. . ··· · ···- · · ·-·· --- - --- - - - ----- --· Tipton 
Term expires January 1, 1898. 

W. A. MCCORD, 

Secretary and Manager. 
HEN RY SABIN, 

President. 

The following books have constituted the course for each 
year: 

1895- 6. 
King' s School Interests and Duties __ __ __ ________ ________ _____ __ _____ $1.00 
Adler's Moral Instruction of Children _____ _____ _________________ __ __ 1.10 

Guerber's Myths of Greece and Rome ... .. ---------- · · ·· ······· · ·· -·· 1.35 

1894-5. 
White 's School Management ... ____ ... ...... ___ . .. __ . __ ._._. _._. --- - $1.00 
Skinner's Studies in Folk-Lore ____ ___ _____ ___ ______ _______ ______ __ __ 1.00 
Or, Hale's Lights of Two Centuries _______ ___ ____ __ ________ __ ________ 1.25 

1893-4. 
White's Elements of Pedagogy.--------- ------------------------ - - -- $ .90 
Shepherd's Historical Readings-------- - - - -- - -- -- -- -- ---·······-· - · · .90 

1892-3. 
Hewett"s Psychology· · ····-·-·-·· · ···· · ·- ·-···-··· -···-····· · ···--·· $ .75 
The Schoolmaster in Literature . ........ .. . . ...... . ..... . . •.. . ______ 1.25 

• 
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Tbe following extracts are taken from the circular sent ou 
by the secretary: 

The course for· this cit·cle is the only one uniformly recognized by the 
t eachers of Iowa, by which a definite plan of work is outlined. Starting 
with a compar·atively small enrollment in 1889, the older teachers point 
with pride to the fact that very nearly 30,000 teachers have profited from 
this reading. 

The limited expense makes it possible for each teacher in Iowa thor­
oughly to inform himself as to the motives and methods of good schoo 
teaching. All of the pedagogical books on the cour se had their origin in 
an intense des ire on the part of the res pective authors to contribute some­
thing towards elevating an important profession. The books in th e line of 
general literature ar·e r e plete with biographical sketches of the master minds 
of the past and present centuries, the history of a ncient and medieval times, 
the folk-lore of th e Norsemen, Syrians, Egyptians, and Persians, together 
with enter taining accounts of Grecian and Roman mythology, which have 
had so great an influence upon the literature and art of the present time. 

In testimony of his work, a handsomely lithographed diploma has bee n 
issued to each teacher who has completed the four years ' course. Experi­
ence has shown that very few teache rs not identified with some movement 
of this character will ever read books of a profes ional nature. H is to be 
hoped that the time is not far distant when those teachers who do not pre­
pare themselves from a professional standpoint, will find it extremely 
diffi3ult to secure desirable places. It is believed that Iowa has reached 
that stage when it will soon demand of all its teachers superior scholar­
ship, technical and professional, and that the compensation of such a class 
of teachers will be fol"thcoming when this time shall arrive. 

PUPILS' READING CIRCLE. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
W. A . DORAN, Preside11L ____ ___ ___ _____ -------- _______ ___ __ ____ Monticello 
LYDIA HINMAN, Treasurer. ____ __ _________ ____ ______ · -- --- ____ E. Waterloo 
J. M. DEARMOND -- _- ___ ------- ___ _______ ____ __ ____ ______ ____ __ Davenport 
J. T . MERRILL --- -- ____ --- - __ _____ ___ ____ ---- __ ____ ____ ---_Cedar Rapids 
GEORGE L MILLER, Secretary __ ___ __ ________ ___ __ -- - - ____ ____ ______ Boone 

COURSE OF READING-1895- 1896. 

Second Year or· Second Reader Grad e, 2Esop 's Fables. Bds. Price, 35 
-cents. 

Third Year or Third Reader Grade, Anderson 's Fairy Tales, First 
Series. Bds Price, 40 cents. 

Fourth Year or First Half of Fourth R eadet• Grade, Frye's Brooks and 
Brook Basins. Price, 58 cents. 

Fifth Year or Second Half of Fourth R eader Grade, Jane Andr·e ws' Ten 
Boys. Price, 50 cents. Jane A ndre ws' Seven Little Sister s. Price, 50 
cents. 
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Sixth Year or First Half of F ifth Reader Grade , Rus~in s King of _the 
Golden River. Bds. Price, 20 cents. Montgomery's Begmner's AmeriCan 
H"story. Price, 60 cents. 1 

Seventh Year or Second Half of Fifth R eader Grade, Martineau's 
Peasant and the Prince. Bds. P rice, 35 cents. Franklin's Life, written 
by himself. Bds. Price , 40 cents. 

Eighth Year or Advanced Grade, Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare. Bds. 
Price , 40 cents. Francillon's Gods and H eroes. Bds. Price, 50 cents. 

BOOKS FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION. 

First Year, Ninth Grade, Irving's Sketch Book. Price, 20 cents. The 
De Coverley Papers. Price, 20 cents. 

Second Year, Tenth Grade, Shakespeare 's J ulius Caesar. Price, 20 
cents. Scott's Marmion. Pr·ice, 40 cents. 

'l'hird Year, Eleventh Grade, Macaulay's Second Essay on the Earl of 
Chatham. Price, 20 cents. Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice. Price, 20 
cents. Scott 's Ivanhoe. Price, 50 cents. 

Fourth Year, Twelfth Grade, Emerson's American Scholar. Price, 20 
cents. Arnold's Sohrab and Rustum. Price, 20 cents. Dowden 's Shake­
speare. Price, 35 cents. 

The importance of providing good r eading for the children 
in our schools is attracting much attention. The pupils' read­
ing circle affords the means of doing this with the least expense, 
and with the assurance that only the best books will be selected. 
Tbe circle was organized in 1891, under the auspices of the 
state teachers' association. Over 50,000 children have been 
enrolled as members. 

There should be a cir cle in every school. The teacher should 
encourage it by every means in her power. If properly directed 
children are easily led into the habit of choosing good books for 
their reading, and that habit once formed, will last through life. 

CHILD STUDY. 

I t is a part of the purpose of a state report to call attention 
to new movements along educational lines, which promise 
important results. 

Within a short time leading educational men have undertaken 
what, for want of a better term, they call child study. It is an 
attempt to trace the development of the individual child through 
all stages of growth, from the first manifestations of conscious­
ness until perfect manhood or womanhood is consummated. 

The study is yet in its early stages; its progress has been 
slow and blundering, and its methods crude and unsatisfactory. 
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Yet, notwithstanding all hindrances, child study is promising 
great things in the future, not only for the schools, but also for 
the family. 

Ordinarily the teachers in the common schools are not ready 
to undertake this work for themselves from a scientific stand­
point. They can and ought, however, to accept the conclusions 
which are reached by others, and to verify them from their own 
experience in dealing with children. 

The teacher must understand the pupil whom she has to 
teach. We make a mistake in attempting to deal with children 
en masse, something as we do with the cattle in the yards. One 
child retains most readily the impres&ions which he gains 
through the eye, another those gained through the ear. One 
fails to distinguish colors, and another is nearsighted, and thus 
fails to catch the blackboard illustrations. One is partly deaf 
and another entirely so. The temperament of each child has a 
direct bearing upon the discipline of the school, and must be 
carefully considered in allotting punishment or in awarding 
praise. 

The physical development and stages of growth, if under­
stood, enable the teacher to anticipate the actions of the child, 
to give him intelligent direction, and often to avoid trouble by 
making allowances for faults due to natural causes, and which 
are only temporary in their nature. 

The intelligent teacher will watch carefully the progress of 
this new study of the child. Its tendency is to break up the 
unvarying cast-iron standard too often applied to each and ~ 
every pupil, with no discrimination. It brings into great promi­
nence the question of what is for the good of this child, as a 
child, not as one of a class of children. 

The old rule that children must be treated with strict impar­
tiality, is in one sense right. There should be the same care 
for each, the same solicitude for the welfare of each, and love 
and justice should be meted out to each alike. In another sense 
it may work great injustice. All children have not the same 
capacity. What is a reasonable requirement for one, may be 
very unreasonable for another. One child excels in mathe­
matics, another in language, one memorizes easily, . another 
with equal application retains with difficulty. What the child 
honestly attempts to do should be the standard of praise or 
-blame. 
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The teachers of the state should watch the growth of this 
form of practical psychology, with great interest. It concerns 
the welfare of the child, and while it requires careful though~ 
and attention to minute particulars, it will free the teacher from 
mistakes in discipline and punishment, which too often worry 
and harass her more than actual school work. It is the worry 
in school life that kills, and everything which tends to reduce 
it to the minimum is to be hailed as a blessing to the school. 

NATURE STUDY. 

The term nq,tuTe studies as used in our school vocabulary may 
mean very much or very little. If it is simply a device which 
enables a designing teacher to cover up her ignorance of impor­
tant subjects, under the pretense of appearing progressive, 
then it has no more worth than any other senseless fad. On 
the other h and, if it puts into the hands of a skillful teacher the 
power of calling the attention of the child to the wonderful 
beauty and economy of nature as seen in every day life about 
him on the farm, or in the garden, among birds and animals 
and flowers, then its tendency is to cultivate the perceptive 
faculties, to enlist the finer sensibilities, and to give to life a 
deeper and broader meaning. 

That is indeed a fortunate community whose teacher is an 
adept in the study of nature, and who knows how to enlist her 
school in the work. 

We believe it is possible to introduce into our schools a class 
of work which bears directly upon agricultural life. This is 
attempted in Canada, we think with fair success. This work 
should not by any means be confined to country schools. I t 
would be a most excellent thing if the boys and girls in our 
city schools knew something more than they do of the duties 
and pleasures of rural life. 

Farm life will not always be what it is now. With the intro­
duction of the system of postal delivery once a day at every 
farm house, with better roads and greater facilities for inter­
communication, life on the farm will take on new attractions, 
and youth from the city will look to it as a very desirable 



208 REPORT OF THE (BI 

refuge from the bustle and excitement, the mad whirl of city 
life. 

The preparation for this work on the part of teachers could 
be commenced in the institutes and at the state normal schooL 
The state owns plenty of ground at Cedar Falls, so that an 
experiment of this kind, as far as the growth and care of trees 
both shade and fruit, and plants and flowers, is concerned, could 
be carried on with little added expense. Such a course should 
include so much as to make the student conversant with the 
fauna and flora of Iowa. 

In 1890, the following circular was sent to the teacher s of 
Iowa. It is r epeated here because this subject is one in which 
all must have a continuous inter est : 

To the Teachers of Iowa : 
·At the recent meeting of the horticultur al society we had the pleasure of 

inspecting a very fine display of fruit raised in Iowa. The thought occurred, 
why cannot the children in our public schools, especially those in the 
country district,s, be interested and instructed by simple lessons in the rais­
ing of fruit adapted to th eir locality, in the growth and na ture of forest 
trees and in th e care of. domestic animals? W e at once wrote to P rofessor 
Budd, at Ames, concer ning the matter . I n reply be writes: " Text-books 
were found useless in A ustria and Prussia. A little each day from the 
intelligent teacher, with object lesson in hand or in the yard cr eated an 
interest w b icb sch ool books could not r each ." ' 

The school yards in our state are many of them uninviting places, desti­
tute of tree, sh rub or flower. A little care every day, a few trees or shrubs 
set out each year and protected, would soon work a wonderful chano-e in the 
surroundings of t he schoolhouse. The good r esults would not end h er e but 
you would find this instruction productive of better discipline, more willin g 
study, and mor e rapid im provement on the part of your scholars. 

There is abundant authority in the law for this w01·k. Ever since 1874 
we have bad a law to encourage such instruction in connect ion with the 
work in our schools. W e r efe r to ch apter 64, laws of 1874, found on page 
40, S . L. 1892. Chapter 23, laws of 1882, will authorize the board to a ssist 
you by defraying any expense necessary to pr ocure the proper trees or 
shrubs. 

The following is from the pen of P rof. J. L . B udd. Will you not read it 
carefully and act in accordance with i ts suggestions ? 

"The question of reaching our people with the elementary facts a nd 
principle~ of hor ticulture is beyond the possibilities of our few widely scat­
tered ~grwultural_colle_ges. This was r ealized many years ago in E urope. 
Austr1a and Pruss1a, w1th their mao.y t echnical colleges and institutes, have 
recently begun the work of teaching the elements of horticulture in the com­
mon schools of the cities and rur·al districts. 

"The school yards now have their flower beds shrub patches shade trees 
d 0 ' ' ' ~n spe~1mens of _the ~rchar~ fruits and small fruits, and lessons are given 

lll buddmg, graftmg, marchmg, transplanting, pruning, training, etc. To 
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prepare teachers for this work, provisions are made for attending lectures 
and outdoor training at horticultural institutes, while at the great institute 
at Proskau, in northern Silesia, over seventy teacher s of the public schools 
were under training in the elements r equired by the school laws. I a sked 
the director, Doctor Stoll, if the students took interest in the work, if they 
ever injured the flower beds, shrubs, e tc., and more particularly whether it 
retarded advancement in the regular school studies. H e r eplied that the 
interest was constantly on the increase, that mutilation or injury of the 
object lessons was rare, as the feeling of the majority was averse to it, and 
that the little time given each day to lessons in tree, shrub and flower cul­
ture, was a r elaxation and pleasure rather than a r etarding influence . 

"At first I wonder ed why inarching was included in the elementary 
studies, but I found that the gathering of the seedlings to be inarcbed of 
cherry and the grape was a sort of gala day. These are planted near to or 
under the cultivated vine or cherry tree by the pupils, and much eagerness 
was evinced in watching the process of bringing down and inarching the 
twig, and watching its after growth, the severing from the parent plant, etc. 

"I believe the German plan can be and should be introduced into our 
schools. To those who urge that our boys and girls are vandals who would 
soon destroy the object lessons of the school yard, I would say that with 
hundreds of students of all ages above 14, I have never known the wilful 
destruction of a flower, shrub or tree, and the same is true of the few kinder­
garten schools of our country where the flowers, shrubs, and neatly kept 
borders, are pets of teachers and pupils. 

"In Michigan the planting and decorating of school yards is paving the 
way for teaching that plants are things of life and full of interest to young 
minds once awakened. " 

In the spring, do not wait for Arbor day, but make the selection of trees 
or shrubs that you desire, and either plant them or heel them in on the 
ground a few days in advance if the day appointed is late for planting in 
your section of the state. Very cordially yours, 

14 

HENRY SAB]J'il", 

Superintendent of Public instruction. 
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TERRITORIAL REPORT. 

The first superintendent of public instruction for what is the 
present state of Iowa was Dr. William Reynolds. His first and 
only report was dated Iowa City, December 20, 1841. 

Superintendent Reynolds was evidently an enthusiast, who 
lived as enthusiasts are apt to, far ahead of his times; in fact, 
we have not yet come up to the full measure of his ideas. The 
territorial legislature, evidently startled by his innovations, pro­
ceeded at once to abolish the office, but they could not suppress 
the report. It still exists in the archives of the state, and 
speaks in no uncertain terms of things as vital now as they 
were over fifty years ago. 

w e commend these extracts as good, healthy reading after 
our existence for half a century as a state. The r eader will 
note how closely the report adheres to the lines followed by the 
best educators of to-day. There is an absence of those tech­
nical terms which enrich the wr itings of our later professional 
teachers, but the man of business, the teacher desiring better 
to understand his work, and the legislator intent upon doing 
his duty, can find instruction and profit in r eading from the 
report: 

I t i s proper her e for me to observe that the office uf superintendent is no 
nominal one. The law itself requires of him the discharge of importan t 
duties. The title would seem to demand of him others, and the wants of 
the community do actually demand many others. There is no officer whose 
whole time and talents could be so profitably spent and exerted in th e serv­
ice of such an un paralleled growing territory as this. To r ender h imself 
gener ally useful, he must devote at least one-half of the coming year to 
traveling through the territory. He must visit, not the larger and county 
towns only, but he must tak e such steps as will make h is influence felt in 
every neighborh ood in the ter ritory. This cannot be done without incur­
r ing considerable expense. What measures shall be taken, I r espectfully 
submit to t he wisdom of your honorable body, with the full conviction that 
you will, under all the circumstances, suggest the proper course and means. 



21 4 REPORT OF THE [Bl 

The astonishing rapidity with which our territory is being sett led by 
emigrants from every par t of t he union, seems to call on our legislat ive body 
for ea rlier and more efficient ac tion than h as ever been made by any other 
sta te or territory. L egislation in anticipation can hardly be avoided. We 
are hastening fr om infancy to maturity wi th such rapidity that we are 
forced to k eep a vigilant eye to the future, and the educ~ tion of our youth 
is one of those matter s about which we cannot be too vig ilant, nor begin 
too early to make provisions to devise the ways and means. W e boast of 
being an intelligent people. L et us manifest our intelligence by the wisdom, 
the ener gy, and the liberality with wh ich we provide for the intellectual 
training of the r ising gener ation. 'I here is much, may I not say everything, 
to do except it be to undo errors. We are just beginning to act . L et us 
act worthy of ourselves, and aim at nothing short of a syst em of education 
that shall be public, not in name only, but one that sh all be public in the 
full sense of the word; one that sh all r ender our schools free the year round 
to every child in the t erritory, and let us see to it that the schools are good 
ones. 

No one will, it is presumed, feel at all inclined to question the right of 
every child to an education. It ought to rank among "the natural and 
inalienable rights of man." Children are not capable of taking care of and 
providing for themselves; they have, therefore , a claim on others for every­
thing which is necessary for their comfortable support . They will, when 
arrived at a properly matured age , be expected to perform certain duties, 
not to themselves and their families , but to society and to God, all of which 
may h ave a n important bearing upon society, and which they cannot dis­
charge in a proper manner without a proper development of their physical, 
intellectual and mor al power s; h ence their claims to an education . And 
though the claims of children are fir st on their parents, as their natural 
guardians, yet in case of the fail ur e of parents, from inability, carelessness 
or otherwise, their claims on society will be equally strong, though by no 
means to the same extent. Children have claims upon their parents accord­
ing to their means and their own capabilities. Their claims upon society 
extend no further than to the acqu'sition of such a degr ee of training as 
will enable them to take care of themselves, and pursue, with advantage , 
their own education. The parent whose circumstances are such as to 
enable him to carry the educat ion of his child beyond an elementary train­
ing, is bound to do it, nor is be justifiable in neglecting the full development 
of the physica l, intellectual and moral faculties of his child for the sake of 
laying up fo r i t wealth . Society is bound to do no more than to give it such 
an education as will prevent its becoming a burden to others, and that shall 
fi t it for the performance of those r elative duties for which it is held 
accountabl e to that society. This is the least amount of education for 
which society is bound. But let us bear in mind that just in proportion as 
this standard is exceeded by the munificence of society, will the intellectual 
and moral state of that society be elevated. 

To enter into a formal discussion of these points is deemed as unneces­
sary, as out of place. It is presumed they are assented to by every person 
who has reflected much on the subject. All, all admit the importance, yea. 
the indispensable necessity of education. Its praise is sung by young and 
old , rich and poor. W ere a foreigner to judge of our American schools and 
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hool systems, by the importance we attach to them, and to education, gen-­
sc Uy as manifested by our professions as a people, he would be led to · 
era ' t' f d . nclude that our na 1on · orme one great somety for their promotion, and· 
~:at every citizen was an active member, r eady with heart, h and and purse­
to advance the common cause. However honest may be our professions,. 
practicallY -ne admit tha t education is one of those i tems in our policy that . 
may on occasion , be dispensed with with impunity. 

It is certainly very na tural to conclude that the education of our youth· 
is one of those interests that may be left , with all safety, to tak e care of' 
itself. Facts, however, show the fallacy of such a conclusion , and facts are 
stubborn things. F rom the nature of the case, one would suppose it as nec-­
essary to pass a law oblig ing par ents to furnish food and clothing to. prevent 
their children fr·om starving and freezing, as to provide by law :flor the cul-· 
tiva.tion of their minds. But what does experience tell us?· Does it not tell 
us that it is just one of those things about which parents are particularly· 
careless, if not even indiffer ent? Go throughout our belove€~! country, this­
boasted land of enlightened fr eemen, and does it not tell us that the educa-· 
tion of our youth is treated as a matter of secondary importa,nce when it. 
impedes the progress in the way to wealth? Now this is consider ed as a 
matter of such supreme importance to society, to the state;. one so precious 
in its nature, and one so liable to be neglected, that legislators find it nec­
essary to devise plans for effecting that, by law, which fathers and mothers. 
ought to feel bound by ever y tie of parental affection and eare· to have done· 
voluntarily. From these pr emises arises the gr eat and important question 
in the minds of legislators, w.l.t a t means can be devised to induce all parents 
to send their childr en to school? To effect this g reat object var>ious means 
have been adopted. Is it not strange, and to us Americans; ra!Jhel.' a· humil­
iating fact, that one government only, and that a monarchy, has devisedi 
the means of doing this? Str ange it is, but equally true, that in Prussia. 
every subject is not only obliged to contribute to the support of the public· 
schools, according to his means, but he is obliged to participate in their· 
benefits by sending his children to school at lea st seven yea;rs. No excuse 
whatever is admitted short of physical inability or absolute idiocy. Well! 
may we look on such an exercise of absolute power with wonder ;· and who· 
does not contemplate it with admiration? 

It wer e useless to say that coer cive measures like those r esorted to in. 
Prussia would, "o say the least, be inexpedient and unneeessary in our · 
country. But surely our governments ought, by all means, to devise such 
plans in r efer ence to this all important question , as to raise their citizens, 
in point of intellectual and moral acquirements, above the level o:fl the sub-­
jects of a despot. Our kindness in providing for the education of our 
children should not be surpassed by that of !t master to his servants. 

Every state in our union, where schools are in any way supported by law,. 
ha~ , in an indirect manner, had r ecout·se to coercive means. It would be· 
impossible to pursue a system without so doing . It is true this authority is; 
disguised in the various ways of taxation, but this does not alter the case. 
It is so far coercion, and so far the right is conceded to our legislatures, andi 
this is as it should be. In every country the government is considered in 
the light of a parent to that country. Now if this be true in any country,. 
how eminently is it so in our o~n . Then certainly it is the unquestionabl · 
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duty, not only of the general, but also of each of the state governments, to 
provide for the well being of society, fo r its own existence, safety, and 
healthy operations. 

Soc iety may be in two conditions, either of which would render it; gov­
ernment easy. It may be well iuformed, or it may be very ignoraut. In 
the former case the people are capable o:f governing theu.selves. In the 
latter they become the willing dupes and slaves of despots. The most 
dan""erous state, undoubtedly, is the transition fro m one of these to the 
oth;'r. We boast of being the only nation which has passed this ordeal. 
But have we no r eason to fear that we have not altogether escaped its 
limits? It requires neither the spirit of prophecy nor the wisdom of a 
sage to discern that our destiny depeuds mainly upon the character of our 
schools. The schoolmaster must understand his duty and he must per­
form it. 

From the very nature of our government every man should have such 
an education as to fit him to bear a part in its management; and "he 
should have moral and political honesty enough to make a right use of it." 
In theory every citizen is a legislator; let, then, practice see to it that our 
citizens are fitted for their duty. In our country the will of the people is 
the law of the land. They declare tha t will through the medium of the 
ballot box. The poor man's vote counts as much as the rich man 's -the 
most ignorant or vicious, as much as the wisest and most virtuous. In 
some of the stales a certain amount of property is made a qualification for 
voting . With how much greater propriety might a proper degree of 
knowledge be required? 

It argues but little that "we have" good systems of education-that 
we excel other nations in point of intelligence. ThRre are many r easons 
other than those already enumerated why we should make better pro­
visions for the education of our childreu than any other nation under 
heaven-and why, as a nation, we should be far more intelligent, far more 
virtuous, and far more r eligious than we are. 

There is not a state in the union that can make anything like a reason­
able apology for the little it has done for education- for the support of its 
schools -.for its comparative want of intellectual and moral worth. There 
is not a state in which the schools are absolutely free to all the children. 
In some states the schools are free for a short time during each year, and 
several of them have increasing school funds and are evidently aiming at 
the right mark , viz.: To make the schools eventually free to every child 
the year round. To effect this great and benevolent object at once, 
r equires only that the people be made r ightly to understand the subject, 
that they may be convinced how infinitely it would be to their interest, not 
only in a moral, but in a pecuniary point of view. Why are those states, 
where legislative care is most exercised, so ready, every few years, to 
increase their taxes for the support of schools? Is it not because experi­
ence has taught them more and more the benefits of the free school system? 

Let such a system be adopted to its full extent in any one of our states, 
or in our territory, and a properly educated teacher placed at the head of 
every school, and let the whole of the present rising generation _be thor­
oughly educated under it, and who among us could be made to beheve that 
it would ever after be laid aside for any other system? It is generally 
admitted that to prevent crime is much easier than to cure it. That such 
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3 system would do much to prevent it, is certain. That it would save many 
a dollar now expended in visiting amusements, at the same time that it 
would add to our fireside en joyments by rendering them intellectual, and 
that it would elevate the standard of moral and r eligious excellence 
thereby rendering soc~ety happier and our institutions more permanent: 
"is as clear as though 1t wer·e written with a sunbeam on the margin of th e 
heavens." No one doubts it. 

In order to have good systems of education something more is necessary 
than the mere enacting of laws. Here is a stream that to flow on in its 
course unobstructed must emanate from the proper fountain. That fountain 
is the will of the people; if they will to have good schools their wills must be 
obeyed; they will have them. Their representatives dare not disobey the 
call. Good systems will be devised and they will be carried into effective 
operation. But if the people are indifferent-if they r epudiate legisla­
tio~ -if they refuse the necessary aid and throw abstracts in the way, 
leg1slators dare not act, and even if they do it, it is worse than useless for­
mality. No system of education can ever be useful without a hearty 
co-operation of the people with those whose duty it is made, by law to 
carry it into effect, and these officers must co-operate with each other. And 
it shou ld ever be borne in mind that no school district can continue a good 
school, for any length of time, wher e tbe inhabitants do not act systemati­
cally. Every cause that_ requires public action requires organization, 
system. We spare no pams, or money, I probably might say, to organize 
our various political and r eligious parties- to act ,;ystematically, shall we 
:value our schools -those nm·series of fr·ee politicians, and of Christians, 
less than those? Certainly not. 

Schools must cost money, and ii we would have good schools, the money 
must somewhere be raised for their support. Our American citizens do not 
in general, pay grudgingly their school bills, but there seems everywhere 
to exist a natural repugnance to taxation. It is true, I believe, that they 
will pay five dollars in any other shape rather than one by tax. Perhaps 
we inherit this dislike to taxation from our forefathers. But let it not be 
forgotten that taxation by our own consent, does not lessen our freedom 
nor ~ill the am?unt paid for chools, even were they altogether supported 
by d1rect taxatiOn (a cour·se I have no disposition, at present, at least, to 
advocate) make us a whit the poorer. It would be but putting our money 
out of our hands into our pockets for safer keeping. 

It is to be regretted that om· situation is such that good teachers are 
so hard to be found , and when found, that we are so often unable to pay 
them according to their merit. If our honorable legislature could do some­
thing toward r emedying this deficiency, which is a growing one, it would 
be worth more than all they can do at the present time for the promotion 
of higher seminaries of learning. No one can attach more importance to 
.academies, colleges, and universities than myself. We shall need them and 
must eventually have them. But our common schools are now of infinite 
importance. It is here out~ citizens are to be made. If our young men and 
women could be made to view the matter in its proper light, and set about 
•the work of self-improvement in good earnest and qualifying themselves 
for teachiog with becoming ardor, probably they might. do more for the 
cause than we can at present look for from any other source. 
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THE SEMI-CENTENNIAL. 

The period between 1846 and 1896 includes a time in Iowa 
history reaching from the inception of statehood to its present 
development as tenth in the list of states. At that time we had 
a population of 97,583. By the census of 1895, we have 2,058,-
069. Then there were 416 districts, 2,922 youth between 5 and 
21, and 2,439 enrolled in school. The equalized valuation of the 
entire state was $12,271,000. 

In 1895 we have 4, 807 districts, 712,941 school enumeration, 
533,824 enrollment, and 339,300 average attendance. The val­
uation of our schoolhouses to-day is $15,645,543 or $3,374,543 
more than the equalized valuation of the entire state in 1847. 

This is a marvelous growth. But it is by no means all. The 
state educational institutions at Iowa City, at Ames and at 
Cedar Falls, areentirelytheworkvf this half century. Denom­
inational colleges, academies, a;nd private schools, scattered 
in every section of the state, are gathering endowments, libra­
ries and all the equipments for a successful career. 

As we look back to the days when pioneers, a few of them 
still living in our midst, laid broad and deep the foundations of 
this state, and compare their outlook with the prospect that 
stretches out before us, we have every reason to "thank God 
and take courage." If we are but true to the interests of pop­
ular education, .as it affects the masses of our people, who must 
depend upon the common school for the instruction of their 
children, Iowa has nothing to fear in the hture. 

The proposition has been made that Iowa should cele­
brate in an appropriate manner the fiftieth anniversary of 
its admission as a state. In such celebrations the school 
should have an important place. A movement should be inau­
gurated to place wiLhin reach of our schools a course of study 
embracing the history of Iowa. Such instruction should be a 
part of the work in every county institute during the summer 
of 1896. From the institute the work should be taken by the 
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teachers into the schools of every district, conclud~ng towa~d 
the end of the fall term with such a local celebratiOn as will 
enlist the active sympathy of the entire people. 

Such a course as this would prove interesting and profita~le . 
The preparation for this must begin at once. Th~ gathermg 
of the necessary material must embrace many particulars per­
taining to territorial days. The lives of our eminent men a~d 
women, the scenes of the Black Hawk war, the part of Iowa In 
the civil war our noted writers and authors, the r esources and 
products of the state, with many other kin~red. topics, cannot 
fail to furnish an interesting field for the histonan. Its effect 
upon the teaching of histo~y in a gen~ral way in our schools, 
we believe would be beneficial and lastmg. 

If the plan outlined seems feasible to the teachers and people 
of Iowa, it will give this department great pleasure to cooper­
ate most heartily in making it a success. 

MORAL INSTRUCTION. 

If the question is asked how far shall we carry moral 
instruction in our schools, we answer, just as far as the wel­
fare of the citizens and the necessities of the state demand. 
A community in which every man is a liar, in which no kind of 
property is safe from depredation and plunder, where reputa­
tion is the rightful prey of the slanderer, and laws have no 
binding force upon any one, could not long exist under the 
light of our present civilizati~n. . . . u 

Society is based upon certam great cardmal prme1ples, recoo-
nized as the foundation of our common law, and upon the gen­
eral adherence to which depends the safety of our homes, and 
the future of our children. 

In schools supported by the state there ~ust be abso~ute 
freedom from everything that savors of sectanan or de.nomT~la­
tional bias. There can be no reserved or vested rightsm whiCh 
some may participate to the exclusion of others. But ~his does 
not by any means establish the claim that the pubhc scho~l 
must be secular in the same sense as the merchant makes his. 
store or the shoemaker his shop. 
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The or dinar y business of every day can be transacted only 
when men have confidence in each other's integrity. When we 
know a man to be destitute of this we expect to find fraud and 
·deceit in all h is dealings. If we buy a piece of land of him, we 
look carefully to the title deed; if he sells us a pair of shoes, 
we are afraid the soles are made of paper; if we obtain our coal 
of him, we mistrust the weight. In fact we don't care to deal 
with him if we can by any means avoid it. In business no one 
cares to what church a man belongs if so be it that he is honest, 
prompt, truthful and courteous. We do not care whether he is 
tall or short, fat or lean, broad shouldered or narrow chested; 
but we do want to be sure that he is accurate in his accounts, 
and that he gives full measure and honest weight. We do not 
care what side he takes in politics, or whether he votes this 
ticket or that, but the public will not deal with him if he keeps 
lewd or drunken clerks about him to insult our wives or cheat 
our children or servants. 

There are certain accidental qualities which attach them­
selves to every man. They are his peculiar property, and 
make up the sum total of his individuality. With these we 
have no concern. But there are other vital qualifications which 
make up his character and g uide him in his dealings with his 
fellows, and these qualifications it is the business of the public 
school to cultivate in the children who attend upon its instruc­
tion. Temperance, regularity and promptness in meeting bus ­
iness engagements, honesty in dealing with others, reverence, 
purity , truthfulness and obedience, respect for law, the sanc­
tity of an oath, whatever virtues enter into the character of the 
typical American citizen, these must be taught to the children 
of all classes alike, for they are the foundation of that practi­
cal religion which alone makes this life endurable. 

And so we come back to the point at issue, that there is occa­
sion in the public schools for teaching that plain, practical, 
business morality which enters into the every day dealings of 
life, and which by teaching the child the brotherhood of man, 
enables him more fully to comprehend the fatherhood of God. 

Is this done in the public schools of Iowa? In a measure, it 
is, but not as fully as it ought to be. The intellectual has the 
preference over the mor al in many of our schools . The text­
book is on the throne. Mathematics, science, liter ature, what­
-ever induces brilliant intellectual results, ar e cr owded to the 
fron t, while the growth of those finer qualit ies of th e hear t, 
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I t is unfortunate that the work of compiling and writing the 
report from this office must of necessity be crowded into the 
last few weeks of the year. We are unable to see how this can 
be avoided, although this evil would be lessened greatly if 
county superintendents and school officers would file their 
reports promptly upon the dates required by the law. 

We have endeavored to base what we have written upon the 
statistics of the present year, thus bringing the report down to 
.January 1, 1896. Consequently as we have had no oppor tunity 
of revising our work, we are forced in thelast pages to refer to 
some impor tant matters which have been brought to our atten­
tion since the body of the report was written. 

CITY v. COUNTRY. 

The returns as gathered by the census bureau show that 
42.34 of the people of this state live in the towns and cities, and 
only 57.66 per cent in the country. There are fourteen ounties 
in which the urban population constitutes over 50 per cent, 
while there are only seven in which it is less than 25 per cent. 
It is evident that the tendency toward cities as centers of pop­
ulation is as marked in Iowa as in other states. 

The effect of this upon our school system is worthy of con­
sideration. It strengthens the argument made in another 
place that provision should be made so that when a school is so 
small in point of numbers as to be both unprofitable and expen-
ive, the board should have power to close ·it and carry the 
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pupils to other schools at public expense. The tendency toward 
towns and cities is induced in many cases by the desire of 
parents to obtain better school facilities for their children. 

A return to the township system and the establishment of 
township!high schools throughout the state would do much to 
r etain people upon their farms. What the ultimate effect of 
this tendency toward centers of population will be upon society 
is a question in sociology which can not properly be discussed 
here. We have referred to it here as an additional argument 
why we must at once provide for the rural population educa­
tional facilities equal in degree to those in the cities, and thi 
not only as a matter of justice but of public policy as well. 

KINDERGARTENS. 

The state constitution provides that the distr ibution of pub­
lic money to the schools shall be based upon the number of 
children between the ages of 5 and 21. There is, however, 
in our larger cities and towns a disposition to introduce kinder­
garten instruction as preparatory to the regular primary 
grades. The desirability of this step is not doubted by any one­
who has given attention to the subject. The results as obtained 
in other states where such a custom prevails fully justify us in 
urging its introduction in Iowa. 

We recommend the passage of an act authorizing boards of 
education at their discretion to establish and maintaiD. kinder­
gartens provided always that the person in charge of the same 
shall be examined upon kindergarten principles and is fully 
competent to teach the same. 

PRIVATE NORMALS. 

We desire to add the following to what we have already said 
in regard to means of training teachers. There are scattered 
in various counties schools which makeaspecialty of preparing 
teachers. In some the object seems to be to fit teachers so· 
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that they can pass the county examination. This is good 
nou"'h as far as it goes, but it is not the legitimate end of nor-

e o . 0 h mal school instructiOn. n t e other hand there are schools 
under private control in which the instructors are themselves 
normal school graduates, or men of wide experience in school 
matters, and the work of such schools deserves recognition in 
something the same way as that of our colleges. 

If these schools can be so organized as to unite local and 
state interests the state can afford to aid them by some plan 
which is based upon the results of their work as tested by 
inspection and examination. 

Nothing, however, can postpone or preclude the necessity 
of providing additional state normal schools. The spirit of the 
age, the wants of our schools, and the credit of the state unite 
in demanding this at our hands. 

CONCLUSION. 

We come to the close of this report in the same spirit with 
which we entered upon the beginning of it. We are fully con­
vinced that the state has no interest of greater importance than 
the education of her children and youth. 

The boys and girls in our schools to-day will be the men and 
women who will shape and mold society during the first half of 
the twentieth century. Will the state be safe in their hands? 
Will they guard the elective franchise as sacredly as the old 
Israelite guarded the Ark of God? Will they protect the home 
and defend the rights of the family against all destroyers? Will 
they regard themselves as responsible beings, and so conduct 
affairs, bo th private and public, as those who must give an 
account of their stewardship? 

This is a high standard, but just in propor tion as it is low­
ered, the perils of a nation increase. This is Horace Mann's 
ideal citizen : 

We want men who feel a sentiment, a consciousness of 
b~otJ;terhood for .the whole human race. We want men who 
Wlll mstruct the 1gnorant, not delude them; who will succor the 
weak, not prey upon them. We want men who will fly to the 
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moral breach when the waters of desolation are pouring in, and 
who will stand there, and, if need be, die there, applause or no 
ap plause. 

Our thanks are due to the citizens of Iowa for their cordial 
sympathy with our work. As we have seen them, without dis­
tinction of party or creed, crowd churches and halls to listen to 
an educational address, we have found cause for encourgement, 
because, whatever else may divide them, we have found them a 
unit in their attachment to their schools and school interests. 

The teachers of the state have added new ties to those which 
have bound us to them for so many years. It would be base 
ingratitude on our part did we fail to acknowledge our indebt­
edness to them, and to place on public record our appreciation 
of the zeal, the enthusiasm, the real worth that characterizes 
tb e teachers of Iowa. 

The deputy in this office, Mr. Ira C. Kling, has seen twelve 
years of service in the discharge of his duties. Careful and 
painstaking in all things, he has entered readily into every 
plan of work, and given our efforts his earnest and hearty sup­
port. 

The accuracy and value of the statistics in this report are 
due very largely to his knowledge of our educational resources, 
a nd to his ambition to have the figures as correct as possible. 
He thoroughly appreciates not only the value of accurate 
statistics, but the danger of misleading the public through 
-those which are inaccurate. He has been a thoroughly loyal 
co-worker, deeply interested in the educational progress of the 
state, and with an honest pride in whatever has made the work 
of the office a success. Our acknowledgment of the worth of 
his assistance is due to him, as a man and as a friend. 

We have had for our secretary during this biennial period 
Miss Lill1an G. Goodwin of Clinton. A former scholar of ours, 
the promise of h er school days is fulfilled in the work which 
she has shown herself capable of doing. Quiet and ladylike, 
always at her post ready for duty, never shrinking or com­
plaining when extra labor has been imposed upon her, she has 

·been a very valuable aid in every department of our work. Her 
labors and responsibilities have been very largely increased by 
the work she has had to do in connection with the state board 

·Of examiners. She has done it with great faithfulness and to 
their eminent satisfaction, but she ought to be released from it, 
in justice to ot-her work of the office, which demands more of 
her time and attention. 

1895.] 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCT ION. 229 

We commend the interests of the schools tothe Twenty-sixth 
General Assembly, with great faith that they will r eceive 
ttention in a measure commensurate with their needs. The 

:reat, the most threatening peril in our schools, is the pres­
ence of the incomp etent teacher. 

Respectfully submit ted , 
Henry Sabin. 
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CURRENT MOVEMENTS IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION. 

EXTRAC'r FROM A PAPER BY CI'l'Y SUPT. F. B. COOPER. 

It is to be counted a~ a promising aug·ury foe education, that the fWOb­

lem of teaching have never been ~o searchingly and seriously studied as 
now. Question and discussion are rife everywher ; light is turned on from 
all quarters. ot only from the ranks of those engaged in educat iontLl 
work, but from pulpit and rostrum, from the secular and r eligious as well 
as educational press, proceed in unwonted measure the tiOUnds of attack 
and defense of present educational methods and conditions Nowhere is 
beard, however , any attempt to maintain the importance and nece s ity of 
education as a means of individual or national development and progress. 
That, happily, is settled: but attention is DO\\ directed toward the d ... sira­
bility of putting education upon safe and sure foundations suitable to the 
conditions and need8 of human and civic life. 

That school education now suffers both in administration and instru r· tion 
from limitations imposed b y tradition, that it does not conform wholly to 
the genius of the times, and that it has not reached its mo.t desirable form 
are statements that must pass unchallenged in the minds of the thoughtful. 

That of the old which is bad or unnourishing- must give way aLd be 
replaced by that of the new which has the sanction of good sense, and in 
t he process of transforfYlation it will happen that what zeal proposes will 
sometimes be found to be unsound. Mistakes will be made. 'l'hey are the 
usual, if not the necessary accompaniment of evolution towat·d better 
t hin gs in all human reforms. Fermentation has its dregs and i• s froth. 
The fad comes to the surface in filmy bubbles; it par·kles and glittet·~ in 
the sunlight of hope, but vanisbe,; before the breath of reason. Neverthe­
less, underneath the gli tening and effervescent foam is the throb of new 
life, perhaps; and the ear that hears that throb and the judgment that 
sounds the meaning of that changing life, is better than the eye that <ees 
nothing but froth or the voice that ]Jl'OClaims tbe movement, the fancy of 
an hour. Many a blessing has Leen born in the brain of the enthusiast. 
many a beacon for humanity 's safer guidanc e has been lit at the zealot· , 
torch. 

Some one dreams to-day and to· morrow hi dream is a fact; the fantastic 
notion of the present hour may become a ruling principle the next, and the 
fad of t h is year be common work another ye<tr. Every upwal'd step the 
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world takes has its beginning in a dream. There is everywhere in every­
t hing, in work of every sort, the night of dreams; the gray, misty dawn; 
the burnishing light of the rising sun, and, behold! the world of work is 
transformed; "old things have passed away, all things have become new. " 
The man or woman who dreams of better things for his race may prove a 
benefactor, and he who to-day startles us with the conception of a better 
curriculum or better methods in education may be enshrined by and by . 

Another cause operating to binder the broader and more tiberal devel­
opment of school work has come from the necessary employment of many 
poorly equipped teachers. The settlement of the country has bee n so rapid 
and the increase of population so great, that the demand for teachers bas 
bee n altogether out of proportion to the supply in all parts of the country, 
especially so in the ne we r sections, so that the standard of qualification has 
been necessarily lower than desirable, and many with insufficient pr·epara_ 
tion have been called into work any phase of which requires for its efficient 
performance thoroughness and breadth of scholar8hip and the skill r esulting 
from professional training. With the country practically settled and a 
gradually increasing population, the chances for improving the quality of 
t he preparation of teachers will be g r·eatly increased and the standard of 
teaching may be more easily raised. 

During the past ten years there has been a marked and growing activity 
in educational ranks. The investigation of methods of teaching has been 
very thorough and general. T eachers ' meetings have been more frequent, 
more generally attended and more definite in aim than ever before. Peda­
gog-leal literature has greatly increased. More books treating the subject 
of ed ucation have bee n issued during t,he past decade than in all time pre­
ced ing. Many of these have been produced here, and many have been 
t ranslations from European pedagogical lite r·ature. Most of the books 
published and most of the professional periodicals have been devoted to 
methodology, but ther a have been not a few excellent p ;od uctions i n the 
field> of ed llcat io nal p3ychology and history. 

Reading circles have been organized in many of t he states ·mder the 
auspices of the state teachers' associat ions and books upon general literature 
as well as those having a professional bearing have been ado pted for read­
ing. In one state, Indiana, many thousands of these books are sold to and 
read annually by teachers through the reading circle influence. 

()hairs of pedagogy have been established in many colleges-the best 
institutions in the land thus giving recognition to the desirability and need 
of professional training in addition to a purely literary preparation. Ten 
yea•·s ag-o there were only five or six colleges that had any pedagogical 
wo t·k; now, it is the exception that the better class of colleges and univer­
sities do not have such work. In many institutions the professors of peda­
gogy a re numbered amon g the ablest men in the faculty. These professors 
exercise a wholesome i nfluence in several directions. They not only pro­
vide instr·uction in the science and art of teaching fo r their students, and 
insoire them with enthusiasm for the work, but they look abroad over the 
field of education, study its variou s phases, investigate adaptation of means 
to conditions, consult with those engaged in the practical work of the 
schools, bring to them something of the philosophic atmosphere, and in 
these ways and oth ers give intention to the life and work of school educa­
t ion . The presence of these earnest and well equipped men in th e faclll ties 
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l leges has given to the science of teaching a dignity in the eyes of 
of the co · · h t b f es 'ed * * lon" established profeosorsh ips whwh 1t as.no e ore poss ~ · 
the h these important reports emphasize the 1mportance of nature stu~y · 

Bot · ting the child with the world which is not of books, and of puttmg 
o~ ac~u:l:arly and active communication with the original sources of knowl­
hlill lD oh things about him. It is not the intention of nature study to 
e dge-t e Th · · to inter est 
. art information; that is a secondary purpos:· e a1m 1s . 
lUl"P · livina and growing thin as and to tram them to use the1r senses, 
children 1n , . "' , 

b alert of eye and ear, anil accurate as well. 
to I~ has been said that as man is a creature of fiv e senses, he who. lacks 

of the senses is only four-fifths of a man, and if h e la.cks two he 1s only 
one fi·fths If early in the career of a child a well considered and careful 
three- · · 1 · t · t t · made to direct his observation and to appeal to his natura m er es 
~ffol: .lSg and growino· thinas he will have started a habit and unlocked 
1n l Vlll " " ' h' If · •t' es that will always b e a source of belp and of knowledge to 1m. 
actiVI I f th · h ere with b 'ld be so taught that, he will be enabled to see our mgs, w . -
~uct ~uch teaching he could have only seen three things, if by that teachmg 
he can do four thin gs, where without it he could only have don~ three, the 
school where he r eceived such training is worth much more to hu~ t~an the 
one that gives him the -power to read and spell witho~t ~uch tram1~g. It 

be uraed tbat the introduct ion of nature study will mterfere with the 
mayh' a ~f the school arts. If , as held, it contributes to quickness and 
teac m,. · · t' 't ust more 
accurateness of observation, if it sharpens the discnmma 10n. I m 
than make up to reading and spelling what it has taken away from them, 

and so it will and does. 
His a fact well known to those who have watched the effect of ki?d.er-

ga,·ten training, that children who have bad the benefit of such trammg 
have more readiness and more power in doing the work of the elementar! 

hools than those who have not been so trained. Hence, whatever co~tn­
~c t es to the child's quickness and accuracy of observation. whatever brmgs 
o~t a waiting germ of power, increa. es his ability to master the common 

school studies. . · t d f 
* * * * * The effect of this study of real thmgs, substitu e . or 

conning pages of facts about them, has reached to other department~ of 
instruction besides that of science. Its tendency has. been to put a premmm 
upon the method of investigation in literature and history and other ~epart­
ments of study. Not that the child can become an origina~ investigator, 
but that there are things which he can learn by aad for h1mself It ~as 
O'iven emphasis to the truth that it is what a child does as a self-actlve 
being, not what he learns by rote, tbat gives him both kno':led~e a~d 
po wer. Popular belief, and to some extent educational. practwe, 1s still 
im pregnated with the notion handed down fr·om the Rena1ssance, ~hen t~e 
waking intelligence of the world turned to the learning locked up m classiC 

1. f th t "k 1 dge is power " E'ver literature and registered the be Ie a now e · 
since that time until within a recent period education has been conducted 
upon the assumption that the more a man kn0ws of books ~he ~or~ he ~an 
do: and so the aim and method of education have drawn m s.piratwn fr?m 
that doctrine and fillin o· the mind with facts, no matter what connect10n 

' "' b . t th ey bore to each other or to the pupil' s experience, has een lll oo ~any 
instances and to too great a degree recog·nized as proper educatwnal 

practice. 
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Th<'ee is much moee than necessary alat·m shown sometimes by both 
teachers and parents because a child or you ch may have forgotten this or­
that process, or can not give this or that fact after the lapse of a year or 
two, or perhaps of only a few months. It i$ no reflection upon the teaching 
he has received that such a thing may happen if the process ot· fact has 
been connectedly and clearly taught. The mind is not an encycloped ia, and 
all that has been realized there is not always subject to recall unless it is 
r ecalled with some frequency. It is true, however, that the force and 
influe nce of an impression is not lost when gained in the right way, but 
often th e effect of it, instead of remaining ~<s knowledge is converted into 
power. Things mor·e important, more needFul and closer to life are 
remembered. Processes and facts unused may be dissipated as the year·s 
increase, but the energy spent in their acquisition has not gone for naught, 
but reappears in a new and more highly developed form; it has been con­
verted into power·. 

The most significant and momentous movement now on foot in education 
is child study ''It bas in it, " so a level-headed normal school president 
says, "the germs of revolution." Not much has been don e; only a little is 
known, but if the revelations of a later stage in the movement are at all 
proportionate to those already made, we must look for radical modifications 
not only in the conditions t hat affect the physical welfare of the child, in 
lighting, in ventila,tion, in construction of school buildings, in play, in exer­
cise and work, but also in co urse of study, in administr ation and treatment. 
T his child study represents one of two impor tant and emphatic remon­
strances of these later days to the old introspective psychology. The other­
remonstr·ance is to be found in the development of physiological psychology 
which has exercised an influential bearing upon studies in the philosophy 
of education. 

Child study has for its purpo e the observation of children with a view 
to gathering a mass of facts relati ve to their growth, physical and intell ect­
ual, their mental and mo!'al characterist.ics, their li kes and dislikes, apti­
tudes, dispositions and habits. These facts will be collated, studied, 
classified by those competen t, and conclusions arr ived at. Investigation 
must doubtltlss continue for many years before final or- decid ed conclusions 
can be reached upon many points. We may n0w be :;aid to be in the fact­
gathering· stage of the science of education. This movement has been going 
on in a modest wa~· for a number of years, and many exper-iments and inves­
tigations have already been made. 

Some conclusions have been reached that point emphatically to the 
necessity of modification in the treatment of children. One of the results 
refers to the slow diffusion of nervous energy from the brain and spinal 
cord outward. The nervous force in the case of children communicates 
more readily with those muscles nearer the centers than with those more 
r emote, as to the muscles of the upper arm more quickly than to those 
which move the finger s. This accounts for· the tendency in ch ildren up to 
the eig h th or n inth yea1· of age to prefet· lon g , s weeping movements of the 
arm, especially observable before the child has. had school i nstr uct ion. If 
during this per iod of development t h e fingers are exerci eel in doing exact 
w01·k as in wri ting, in the fine work of the kindergarten, now happily 
eliminated, ot· in wor k of any k ind employing the muscles a t the extremi­
t ies and requir ing exactness, the nerve centers a re unduly dra wn upon and 
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.] . . d 1 ent of both ·s which inte rferes wtth the propter eve opm waste occm ne rvous . 

body and rni~d- rtant result of child study relates to the tr~nsformatwn 
Another 1IDP? the b sica! and mental organism at what lS known .as 

that takes place m p 1.t, from twelve to fif teen years of age the bodtly 
t he age of pub~s~~;i~e~al undeqo a marked change. :r'he in tellect ual a~~ 
organs of th e m t ke on new characteristics. New mter ests appear , ? 
e motional life als~ : t The boy now enter s u pon th at eritical ~ime_ wh1ch 
ones drop out oil:1 the " hog years ," but without under standm g tts re~l 
o m· fathers caer Durin"' t his per iod of change the growth of the bo~y 1S 
import or dang'd . and th; needs of the rapidly growing bo~y c_au~e lt .to 
often v~t·y rap\.~ than its shar e of •nutrition, so tha t the b ra tn . ts ms~ffic­
appropnat~ mod and intellectual work of good quali ty is next to tmposstb le. 
ie ntly nouns be ' d that the ch an a e in the phyoical nature of the 

It is commonly suphpose. th boy but i~vestigation proves the contrary. 
e mar ked t an m e ' h · 1 f a cor g irl is rnor h that boys are not t alle r and h ea vie r t an g tr s o -

It h<t.S b~en s O'ow~rouahout t he entire per iod of developme~t , ?ut that at 
respondtng a,. ed the lrl beg ins to grow more rapidly, outs tnpptng the boy 
twelve year~ ?l h g t er height until about six teen, when th e boy h as d maintammg er g rea . 
an d h g reater weight and h etght. 
caught up ~n s o:~ f the boy does not begin until about the age of four-

The rap1d g ro w o f ll ing h is g rowth exceeds that of the fi ve 
d during the two years o ow th . t ' e 

t een, a n . I t fre uent ly happens t hat a boy up to ts tm 
or six years precedmg . q student but now th er e is decay of 

. · ed a crood average as a ' d 'l 
bas rnamtam . "' f ff t U p to this time the b rain has been stea 1 y 
i n teres~ a~d. slack_m g o t~e o~~ 's b rain showin g a little heavie~ . t han the 
increasmg m we1gh t, f f t y there is a decided loss in the wetgh t of the 
gi!'l 's; but at t he age ? our e:n to what it wei"'hed when he was four or 
boy 's brain, so t hat 1t ~oes I own fi a loss in ~he weigh t of t he brain, 
five years of age. The gtr l a so su ersl d and sh e has recovered h er brain 

arlie r and is not so mar ce , h' 
but i t occurs e . t 11 t , lly when the boy begins to lose 1s . d i" a t her best m e ec ua . 'd 
vtgor an :s . . h ' orst Her e is another convincmg evt ence 
s t rength of bram and lS a t tsb w ·.thdrawn from the brain to nourish the of the fact th at t he blood h as een Wl 

other bodily organs. . . . ins man irregularties and eccen· 
This pover ty of brat~ n~tntwnHexlp la 'ntere:t in t he t hings t hat before . . . the boy at thts ttme e oses 1 d 

triet ttes m . ·. . d tendencies not before man ifeste , t d h ' he shows d1spos1t10ns an 
1 

h 
interes e ~~' . b d including h imself, and i t frequent y ap­
he is out of JOtnt w1th every o ~' b th par en tal and school a uthority may 
pens t hat at this stage of growt ' 0 

. a d all tasks except those 
become less resp~cted , sc~ool becorn;~ a f:::~:e:t of a boy ~t this critical 
of h is own selectm g, are tr ksome.h e t and teacher buLan appr eciative 
s tage is .a seri~~s r oble: f?~·::rtt w~~r::terially assis; in t iding him safely 
and pat1ent atu1tu e on eu b. fo r mer steady and commendable over it, and he will then resume 18 . 

coul'se. . th t be wrapped I . dications of the crr eat questwns a I)lay 
These a re on Y tn . It . lain! evident that we must take 

u p in th is investigation of. chtl~~e~. wa ~a~k at ~he beginning- in the life of 
more counsel of t he law~ tns~~~- e to :onsult more freely t he tendencies and 
t~e .chi~d, that whe mhu~ltd ' sel~~ ~~d have more regard foe his choices a nd h mttatwns of t e c 1 ' 
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interests, h is likes and dislikes, h is comforts and discomfor ts. Some harm 
will come, but uncounted good a lso will g t•ow out of t h e study of the child. 
The eye of t h e teachet• will be more likely to have the whole boy in range. 
Defective makeup , conditionin g factors, and varying ability will all pass 
before the vision and m odify judg ments and measures . 

The fact of individual diffe rence is the most serious and trying of all 
the problems of education. To igno re it is to enthrone system and rule at 
the expense of per sonal welfar e. To consult it is to throw the ma chinery 
out of gear at every turn of the wh eels. 

Th er e is a movement, slow, scarcely felt, but certain, toward g reater 
liber ality in the adjustment of the m achinery of the school to individual 
needs. Ther e now obtain in many of th e best schools much more freedom 
and fl exibility than formerly . T he opin ion and practice of many of t hose 
char ged with school admin istration is that the public school should meet 
the child at th e point of his neede, as nearly as it can and st ill ser ve the 
interests of the many. A delinquency in any essential particular is no 
longer a bar to a pupil 's advancem ent - but it Phould be shown to be delin­
quency and not indi sposition. Many changes in the direction of ·increased 
liberality in providing for the instruction a•Jd advancement of indiviilual 
pupils will be made as soon as the teaching force is ample enough to 
permit it. 

Until then, and until the qualification of teachers is of a character fully 
requisite for the many and increasing demands of education , those charged 
with directing the p rogress of the schools may be safely trusted to do all 
in their power to minister wisely to th e needs of our g rowing American 
citizens 

THE TEACHER SUPPLY PROBLEM. 

EXTRACTS FROM A PAPER BY CITY SUPERINTENDE N T S. H. SHEAKLEY. 

The t eacher supply problem, or rather the problem of how to man, chiefly 
with women, the schools of our state and nation with competent and pro­
fessionally trained teachers, is one that like the poor, is always with us, and 
like Banquo's famous wraith, will not down. The fact that this subject is 
of perennial interest, and is a lways discussed at round tables and other 
teachers' gatherings, is an evidence of its real importance and of the serious 
danger that threatens our schools and our nation from poor instruction a nd 
poorly prepared instructors. 

T he main question is how to supply th e rural schools with teacbet•s. 
trained for their work. This is the gr eat educational problem of the day. 
We spend much time discussing cor r elation and kindred topics which ar e 
all right in their way, although their way is often devious and wearisome, 
when we have this live problem of t ea cher supply knocking each year more 
forcibly at our doors, and demanding admittance with a strength and vehem-­
e nce commensurate with its importance. Shall we spend precious time in_ 
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. . tin o· over the H erbartian system or the weigh t, height or color of 
bair-spllt f "'our pupils while t he majot·ity of the children lack proper 
the eyes o ' 
· truction? . . . 
lns What man is there of you , w 10m if h is own son ask b read, will be give 

. · t e? T o show the magnitude of t he problem, let me quote from a 
h1ma s on ' ' U d b dl . t the national council on the r ural sch ool problem: · n ou te Y 
r epor t 0 · 1 b l · f t 

ber of pupils enrolled in ungr aded schools w1l reac near y. I no 
the num . f • . 

5
o per cent of the en tire enrollment. If we mclude schools o t wo or 

quite, ms bavin<Y practically no supervision, and which are b ut partially 
t h ree roo ' " . . . · d the per cent would be much higher . It 1s very diffic ult to gather 
gra~et'' s which show the number of teache rs in t he ung raded schools, hav-
statis IC . . k . thing· like an adequate preparatw n for the1r wor k . When we ta e 
~~ f . sideration the fact t h at a very large percen tage of graduates o our 
w to con . . . d 1 '11 

l Schools is absorbed by the schools m the Cities an arger vi ages, 
norma · 1 d that usually the brigh t teach er •, who have h ad the bene fit of a par tia 
an ·n the normal school work their way into rreaded schools as fast as 
course I ' ~ 

'ble it is evident that the schools in t h e country ar e mainly left to t he 
p OSSl ' . • l . . , 

re of novices without any spec1a trammg . 
ca If funds can be obtained from the state sufficie nt to permit t he boliling 
in every county of a summer school of at least six weeks ' duration , whi~h 
will t ake the place of our present institute, then prog ress may be made m 

lyina professionally trained teachers for our rural schools. But under 
supp " . . t d . 
the present system, with th e duration of the summer m stitu e ecreasmg 
rather than increasing·, very little professional work can be done. I am 
· formed that but fif teen of our ninety-nine counties, held more than a two 
~eeks' institute during the summer of 1895. What can be a ccomplish ed 
toward a bettee preparation of t eachers in that time? Very little. At best, 
the work can only be beg un, perhaps to be r epeated the following year wi th 
dry monotony and dull medioc~·ity . E vidently the r~mfld y does not lie in 
the direction of the county institute as now developed m Iowa. 

I must confess a weakness for the colle ge bred t ea cher. He ought, if h e 
bas done nothing more, at least to have absorbed something of the c ulture 
popularly supposed to be lying 'round loose in the halls of alma mat~r. T~e 
college man or woman, with the influence of four year s of scholastiC tram­
ing and contact with some of the brightest intellects of the time, s~ould be 
able to take with h im into his work high ideals of life and duty which can­
not fail of effect upon his pupils. Many of the best teachers of Iowa to-day 
are those who have had the stimulus and training of the college course . Of 
course it is true that many fail even with the advantage of this culture, but 
is that not true of the graduates of our best professional schools? 

There seems to be som ething in the college atmosphere conducive to 
power in teaching and in leading. This is especially true of the smaller 
institutions where the classes are small and a personal influence is exerted 
over every student by the faculty. Such institutions have done an~ ~re 
doing to-day a grand work for pub lic education in our land . The dist m­
g Ltished educator before quoted says: " It is a fact which every one 
acquainted with educational progress in the western states must have 
observed that those colleges in which sound scholarship is the basis of 
work ha~e produced a marked effect upon the schools of the surrounding 
regio~. " But the colleges do not claim to make teacher training anything 
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more than incidental to their wm·k. Theit· function , a t hat of the h igh 
school, is to furnish a training for all , a training that will better prepare 
evct·y one taking it for his voca tion in life, whatever that may be. Evi­
dently the colleges cannot provide a fu ll solution of our p roblem, however 
much they are doing and will do in the di rection of teacher t raining. 

Wher e, t hen, m ust we look for relie f? The ans wer, " to the normal 
scboQl," must come to the mind of each oue of you. To the normal school, 
the avowed purpose of which is the pro fessional preparation of teacher s. 
No sane man acquainted with the facts will a t tempt to beltttle t he wo rk of 
nor mal schools. T heir place in the educational world is assured . They 
are no longer experiments, but are e tabli hed factors in the educational 
g rowth of our nation. Their influence for better teaching is felt in every 
school room in America. 

The question may be asked, would you have normal schools supported 
by t,he state, or those under pr ivate auspices? To this I would answer 
emphatically, those suppor ted by t he stat e. The state h as no h igher duty 
than to pr ovide for the education of h er teacher s. I t is a matter of self­
preser vation . In a govem ment like out·s, where everything depends on the 
int elligence and h onesty of the citizen, every r e ource of t he tate should 
be taxed to t he utmost to p t·ovide competent and t rained teachers for our 
schools. I n insisting on state schools I do not mean for a moment to dis­
parage the excellent work done by some of the private normal schools of 
the s t,ate. They are doing a necessary work in the ir sever,~l localitiea, but 
t hey exist mainly because the state has not done be t• duty in est.ablis hin g 
normal schools in every corner of he!' domain. 

We have then reached the true solution of our problem in proposing the 
establishment of state nor mal sch ools in sufficient numbers to meet th e 
t·equirements of the schools. While "no state provides means sufficient to 
g ive the teachers the advantage of special preparation, Massachusetts with 
six normal sch ools, and with four addit io nal schools in course of erection 
comes the nearest to it.' ' P ennsylvania has thirteen well equipped normal 
schools, N ew York has eleven, and our sister state, Minnesota, has four. 
To put Iowa on an equal footi ng wi th Massachusetts would r equire the 
est.ablishment of twenty-fi ve normal schools and we to-day have but one. 
If the teachet·s of Iowa would unite in a determined effOt't to secure addi­
tional state normal schools, one in e very county, if possible, the problem 
of teacher supply would soon be solved. W e don ' t k now our power . W e 
ar e afraid to assert ourselves, and to ask for what we know to be necessa t·y . 
When we r ea lize that our se t· vices, if we are e fficient, are as essential to 
the community as the community is to us, then will begin the dawn o( the 
educationa l millenium so often the theme of the visionary enthusiast. W e 
can accomplish almost anything, if we unite on what we want, and work 
with energy a nd intelligence toward our object. It is not enough to 
appoint a legislative committee, but the major part, of the work m ust be 
done at home with the local member of the legisla ture, by bringing every 
influence to bear upon h im, and showing him the ct•ying need of addit ional 
appropriat ions for teacher training. The teachers of a county are a power 
in politics if united, and can do much with the legislator anxious to please 
his constituents and ecure a re-election. 
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· the furth er question closely allied to the main point; that of 
There IS I th e instruction in normal schools. Some would make the baracter o · · th ld 

the c far as possi ble , strictly professional m Its nature, o er s :W?u 
work, as e course a lmost exclusively to the elementary branches JOmed 
confine th. . th e model school. W h ile many of our foremost educators 

· h practice m th t 'f e 
Wlt · 1· e to the lat ter plan it yet stands to r eason a I we ar th · kers me m . 
and m t and obtain the recog nition due our professwn, our k ad vance men h 
to roa e h ls must be raised to a plane at least equal to that of ot er normal sc oo 

f · onal schools. . 
1 pro essl. 1 ormal school is one on equal footing with other professwna 

The Idea n · · h h l · a . one to which the youth, having received m ot er sc oo s or m 
schools, . d artment his founda tion training, may r esort, and there 

Paratory ep · f d t• Th' pre . t· · the art of teaching and the sCience o e uca wn. IS ·ve Instruc 10n In 
recei . t · · g should be more th an a simple knowledge of the datiOn r am m . h 
foun b t h t W e do r equir e and ought to r eqmre more t an b hes to e aug . f 
r~nc 1'he teacher of to-day for ever y school should be a man or ':oman o 

thiS. d t ossible culture and discipline as is meet for t hose m whose 
the broa es P d t • f 

· laced so a r eat a r esponsibility fo r the future es my o our hands IS P "' · · h . 
d the moulding of the character of her Citizens Ip. 

c >Untry ancent issue of an educational journal, the action taken in Massa-
In are h l h l · d N "Y or k to raise the standard of t e norma sc oo IS chusetts an ew · d f th fi t h 
· f llo ~s· " The t wo states that still con ten or e r s onors ot1eed as o " · d · ? he establishment and development of t he common school have, urm~ 

m t t ar taken each an important step forward in r egard to the quah­
the ~as yef te' acher s. Massachuset ts, after more than half a century of 
ficatwns 

0 
' · t ' t t b · s · t ' · tl1e state normal school and teachers ms 1 u e usm es , experimen m g m th 

· f ced by a perpetual a .aency of experts, with probably at present e 
rein or " · · · th t y 

ff t . system of town and rural school supervision m e coun r , moste ec Ive . . f h ' 
f 'ty tra1·ni·na schools college and umversity pro essors Ips with a sc . r e o CI " ' . d 

d · Presi'dent Eliot of Harvard, all the time on hand r ea y to of pe agoglCs, h h 
b f"' d as chief educational crank-turne r for the commonwealt , as 

e o .. ere h' h ol 
ver sensibly concluded that it is high time to stop teac mg g r een sc o 

y d · 1 the thr ee 'R 's' in the t en state normal schools. A boys an gir s f h · 1 
t law Pl·ovides that after a fixed dat e, only graduat es o a Ig 1 

recen ' h · n t• A hool course or its equivalent , shall be admitted tot es~ m s I u wns. s 
:~ery child i~ Massachusetts is now entitled to a free high school. educ~­
tion, the least that could be demanded of state n~rmal stud ents IS this 
qualificatiJn, especially as the average high scho~lm thre~-fourths of the 
towns in Massachuset ts is probably not on a par with the higher grammar 
school grades in the cities ; but i t is a good step forw~rd, . and we trust the 
legislature will not be scared by any shrieks of locality mto t~e repeal of 
the law. New Y ork, i : we are rightly informed, has moved m the same 
direction by a statute providing that every t eacher shall have had at least 
one year'~ normal preparation. It strike> us that the Massachusetts scheme 
gets nearer the difficulty by raising the admission test to the n?rm~l school. 
As long as boys and girls can step from a n average cou:1try distnct school 
into a state normal school, and after two years of study of common sc~ool 
branches receive the state certificate as qualified to teach,. Br~ther ~ame, 
of the Peabody normal school, would seem to be justified m his persiste~t 
assertion that the great want of the American common school teachers Is 

16 
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not new methods of teaching, but more knowledge of the few simple ele­
ments which every boy and girl is bound to know on peril of posing as an 
ignoramus." 

Dr. John S. Hart, for so many years the honored principal of the New 
Jersey state normal school, and a well known author of text-books, thus 
defines a normal school: ''A normal school is a seminary for the pro­
fessional education of t eachers. It is an institution in which those who 
wish to become t eachers learn how to do their work ; in which they learn, 
not reading, but how to t each r eadin g ; not penmanship, but how to t each 
penmanship; not grammar, but how to teach grammar; not arithmetic, but 
h ow to teach arithmetic. The idea which lies at the basis of such institu­
t ions is that knowing a thing and knowing how to teach that thing to 
Qthers are distinguishable and ver y different facts. The knowledge of the 
s ubjects to be taught may be tearned at any school. " 

Many of those who attend a teachers' seminary come to it lamentably 
ignorant of the common branches of knowledge. They have, consequently, 
first to study these branches in the normal school as they would •study 
them in any other school. That is, they have first to learn the facts as 
matters of knowledg·e, and then study the art and science of teaching 
these facts to others. Instead of coming with their brick and mortar 
ready, prepared that they may be instructed in the use of the trowel and 
plumbline, they have to make their brick and mix their mortar after they 
enter the institution. This is, undoubtedly, a drawback and a misfortune. 
But it cannot be helped at present. All we can do is to define clearly the 
true idea of the teachers' seminary, and then to work towards it as fast and 
as far as we can." May not then be allowed us, as Dr. Hart says, to define 
it clearly and work toward the ideal normal school. 

Our state normal school at Cedar Falls has been steadily aiming towards 
this high standard, a fact over which all true lovers of educational advance­
ment have been honestly r ejoiced. But the gr eat drawback is that one 
state normal school for Iowa is not enough. 

After the high and g raded schools, where the higher salaries are paid, 
have been supplied with teachers professionally trained, but few are left to 
fill the vacancies in the rural schools. The educational needs of Iowa will 
not be met, as some sugg-est, by lowering the standard of normal instruction, 
but by the establishment of additional state normal schools in sufficient 
numbers to s,upply trained teachers for all classes of schools ; to 
supply teachers not only well grounded in the common branches, 
but instructed in all that goes to make up a liberal culture, a 
culture of mind, heart and hand. 
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NEEDED SCHOOL LEGISLATION. 

EX'£RACT FROM 
A PAPER BY HON· A. H . D AVISON. 

. at our public sch ools, through the 
a view obtained by lo~kmg h no public school system, an 

From . f · sa" Ing we ave . t books one IS sa e m J de sufficient ly promm en . 
statutely the ~xistence of wh ich h as not beePt::ly to the o.irectors of each 
anoma ~s our school work " is left almost en ' de such schools, such courses 
So lo~g rather board of directors, to pr. ovi h dly be said to have a 
d · trict, or fi t " we can ar 

lS t dy such teacher s as th ey see 11 , ft excellent in charact er, worthy 

~;:::~ i:~~f 0~~rp:~~:~0t':e
8

~~~~r~l~n~~~!:n~:o~~:, 1~:/:~:~ta!:h~! 
~Uiteracy; the m~~ut~!1:::~=~:io:~

1

:::m to argue no1necess~~yo~: s;a~~~~ things too cern Iowa in a genera way, 
. we do not possess one. Not s?. eri~d the period of original develo?-
lf d throuo·h the for mat ive p ' . d The new century will 
hae';tp~:s:t least the year 1900 will closde ctho~sdft~~~s .both in our people and 
m ' .· d with many change ' bring a new perlO , 
surrounding influences. . the exc&llence of our schools has been 

During the period now closmg, t th t their foundations rested o~ the . 
due, in a large measure, to the f:~tabli~hing a new home for his family; a 
enthusiastic indus~ry of t~e manf life led him to believe a good sch?ol ne~r 
man whose early hfe and Ideas o . t to be bad at any price. With this 

t band half his home, and an obJeC the best blood of older states, 
a men and women, · · · the 
pioneer came, aleo , young . t have a share in the positiOns, m 
educated, enthusiastic, anxious o d increment, if you please-to be won 
profits, in the honors-the unearne The best days of thousanos of these 
in the early days of a new ~tate. iven to our schools. A single easter_n 

oun men and women have een g . (J' the past decade, sent to this 
~ormgal school of my acquaintance hasf, ~tusrbine;t o-raduates. This condition 

. d , or more o I "' d · b · g city-Sioux City-a ozen Wh'le this life-giving bloo IS em 
has affected all parts of_ the s~a.te . the b~dily vigor must be great. In such 
injected into our educatw~al vems mi ht govern nearly as well as the 
a period a declaration of md~penden;e t gmake the mistake that a com­
matured constitution. It will n~t ' 1~ ~furnished assures to our children 
modious and elegant schoolhouse Ul dan d cation There will come a day 

the benefits and blessings of a goo e u 'vl·n· g fl'om outside our state 
. have been recei 

when th e vital assistance we ffi . t extent to guarant ee the permanence 
will not stop in our midst to ~ su C1en 
of the excellence of our pubhc sc~?t~ls . wh er e by consulting t he wisdom of 

W e h ave now arrived at a con_ 1 IO~ t t ~e without doing violence to 
be outhned m s a u 

experience, a system can 
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the principle that law must be growth, must come by evolution. In Horace 
Mann's day the man who presumed to provide in statute for a . complete 
system of public schools most likely would have made a dismal failure and 
retarded educational growth. W e must have schools before a system, and 
laws before a system of laws upon a subject. Both these we have, and now 
let us have _a s~stem_ of school laws that exhibits in clear lines a complete 
system begmnmg w1th, and proceeding from, the kindergarten to the com­
mon school, the high school, and terminating with the university, supple­
me~ted at the proper places by the normal school, the industrial and 
agncultural schools. In a plain, business-like manner must be provided by 
statute, not only for the creation, maintenance, control and adminis tration 
of all the schools, but also by whom a nd how. 

The source of authority for control of courses of study for control of 
conditions of advancement of students from one school to a~other. for the 
determination of the province and boundaries of each school , for the 
determination of the qualifications of teachers and superintenden~s and of 
control of examinations, certificates and degrees, and if this control be 
various or di~ided, the whole to be placed under the advisory or directory 
control ?f. a smgle board, must be provided for in this system . 

Re~hzmg, no doubt, the anival of the ripeness of time for such a system 
a?~ Wlth full knowledge of the mixed, unintelligible and contradictory con­
dlt10n of our present school laws and the great need that school officers 
~ave for a system of laws easy of interpretation, the heads of our educa­
tw~al department have for the past fifteen years been pleading with each 
leg1slature for a commission to revise and amend our ochool laws. The 
report of a ~roperly constituted commission to so revise, enacted as a sub· 
stltute for t1tle 12 of the code, would relieve the situation. It has been 
~~oposed th~t the next general assembly be asked to constitute a special 
JOint educatwnal committee to be charged with the preparation of a com­
prehensive educational measure as a substitute for title 12 of the code, 
as the same may be reported by the codification com•nission. Unless some 
m?re promisin~ scheme is suggested very Eoon it rould seem the part of 
w1sdom to begm a systematic campaign on this line. 

Every general assembly has in its membership a number of experienced 
educator s \v~o can be relied upon to do good work. This preparatory work 
should be remforced by a thorough study of details of systems and of the 
local conditions and circu~stances tha t should have a bearing upon the 
mat.ter by men able to adv1 'e uch a committee. It is necessary that these 
adv1sers be not only school men, but men of affairs. It is a notorious fact 
that those who have only such views of education as they acquire in the 
school room are unfit for so comprehensive a work. 

The next general assembly should not fail to make ample provision for 
the training of teachers. More depends upon the skill of the teacher than 
upon any other one thing. The conditions of the development of our state 
d_emand t~at a permanent system be inaugurated which will provide suffi­
Cient tramed teachers for all the public schools. T he trained common 
~chool teachers are of first importance. The importance of the first round 
m the ladder has not been sufficiently recognized. The training of 
teachers must r each the rural schools or the system is not complete. 
The farmers' school is of greater state importance than the college and 
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"t The intelligence and virtue of the average man marks the 
universl y. ·civilization. A few mountain peaks in the educational conti-

lane of our · f h l · th t P erve as beacon lights, but it is the elevatwn o t e p am a 
ent maY s · h "11 b "d n th miasma of ignorance imposs1ble. The wages t at w1 e pal 

makes e f . . t 
· h 1• in r ural districts are so low that any system o trammg mus 
the teac e · 1 W"th" th 

k near to the teacher · and be made practwa ly free. 1 m e beta en . 
1 county some scheme of training that will ~each every comAmonh ~c ooof 

Should be developed and enacted mto a statute . c OlCe o . teacher 
methods is open. . . . 

The plan of the Bishop bill, which fa1led m the last asse~btl~ fo~twfant of 
to appropriate, has many friends and some strong pom s m 1 s avor. 

mo~eyl n which proposed to support a free training class for sixteen weeks 
Thls P a ' h · "t f Jly in eaoh county would improve the schools nearest t e maJOrl y o 
annua er·s If this plan' is pursued a number of state normal schools should tax pay · ' , . 
be provided at an early day. Another plan that has real mer1t 1s the estab-
. h ent of a county normal school in every county; a school where 

lis m . h . t t" 
d ates of the township high school could rece1ve thoroug m s rue 10n 

gra u . . d d . . th h . the sciences and a thorough course m Enghsh an rawmg, w1 enoug 
1~ lementary mechanics to enable them to construct simple apparatus for 
~llu:trations of school room work, besides a thorough cour~e in methods ~nd 
manaO'ement. These schools would not require extens1ve or expens1ve 
buildings, but the faculty should be of high order. Such schools would 
remove the necessity for numerous state normal schools. Two or three 
t te institutions with advanced courses of study would meet future demands. 

s a The normal institute has served a noble purpose, but with co-ordinate 
training facilities. The branches taught should be made fewer and the 
· stitute take upon itself a more exclusively professional nature. All teachers 
lD 0 h 0 should meet annually at some spring of inspiration where th1s ent us1asm 
will be fired and the fatiguing burdens of every day school work forgotten 
and new life and courage stored for the next year. F'or these reasons the 
enactment of laws providing other means for training teachers does not 
make it proper to abolish the institute. With a state board of education in 
full control of courses of study the normal institute can be led in new lines 
as it may become necessary. . . 

In the matter of school territory the statute should make the d1strwt 
township th e unit, and make district and township lines coincide where no 
physical division of the territory by streams makea this impossible. The 
subdirector, subdistrict and rural indepen dent district should be abolished. 
The village independent district is amply provided for , and too well, as 
some believe, but probably not. The law governing the creation of a new 
independent district out of others needs to be cleared up. 

P rovisions for a central advanced school in townships should be made, 
and also for township superintendence. Every year raises the professio~al 
estimate of the value of efficient superintendence. A competent superm­
tendent who spends one day every two weeks in the several schools _of the 
township and holds a teachera' meeting on alternate Saturdays w1ll add 
25 per cent to the efficiency of the farmers ' school. Legal existen~e should 
be given to the kindergarten for children under five years of age m ~owns 

and cities when established by vote of the electors at the annual meet mg. 
All public schools should be required to use a course of study authorized 

by the department, subject only to have added specified branches, by vote 
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of the people, in exceptional cases. Many of our best schools are crippleo 
by the impo it ion of an elaborate course of study so out of proportion to the 
t ime to be employed that the culture and discipline to be derived from a 
few thin gs well done is entirely lost and habits of superficial study estab­
lished for life . The short period of teachers ' contracts and service and the 
r esulting want of permanence is an evil t hat can be r educed by legislat ion. 
The making t he township the unit, the abolishing the offie.e of subdirectors 
and the incr easing the means for professional training, will t end to lessen 
this evil. A further provision of statute making the term of school an. 
annual term, with vacations, and ma kin g it th e duty of officer s to employ 
t eacher s for the full annual term, subject to th e right to terminate the con­
tract sooner for cause, would r educe the evil to the minimum. 

The qualifications for th e differ ent g r ades of teach er s' certi ficates should 
be varied. The branches now r equired are no more than should he 
r equired for the lowest grade of certificate. T he next g rade should require 
a knowledge of civil government, dr awing, physical geography, botany, 
zoology and physics, with an incr eased amount of professional preparation. 
These two grades, wit b. a professional certi ficate to be g ranted for mer itor ­
ious work, are all t he county super intendent should issue. The statute 
should prohibit th e issuance of certificates to applicants under eigh teen 
yea rs of age, and should compel teach ers to attend local i nstitutes and 
teachers' meetings in th eir towns a nd t ownships and as3ist in th eir conduct 
when requested by the township or county super intendent, but they should 
be entit led to receive pay for their time if the meetings are held on school 
days. 

The present statute providing for distr ict lib raries is not sufficient. The 
library is essentially necessary in all schools for reasons too generally 
acquiesced in to need mention . If the central townstip school is made a 
part of our system, the library in townships might be located in this school 
and be made more extensive than if each house is supplied with a separate 
library. Books could be distributed to the several houses without destroy­
ing the united character or the librar y. The size of l ibraries would need 
to be varied, and the discretion in this matter could be left in the district 
board, subject to approval of the county superintendent. The contingent 
fund should bear the expense, and th e round-about way of the present law, 
which is really a reason for the absence of libraries, repealed. The state 
board OJ' department should furnish approved lists of books, suitable for 
different grades of schools, from which all books should be required to be 
selected, according to such rules as the department might deem wise. 

The statute should forbid the erection of schoolhouEes not built from 
detailed plans furnished by the state department, or approved by that 
departmeu t . Legislation of this kind means nO· burden to tax payers, but 
rather the contrary. The building of buildings p roviding t he best safe­
guards for health means years of additional li fe to very many people . Such 
plans should be pmvided and furnished distr ict s on application. 

The present enumeration is little less than a far ce, and in many cases a 
fraud. This change, with th e possible adoption at no very dist an t date of an 
educa tional qualification, for the elective franchise, will yield better r esults , 
in my judgment, than a compulsory attendance law. Truancy and vag­
r ancy among school childr en of school age m ust be specially provided for. 
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1 

it should be made the duty of police authori~ies to appreh end all 
posslb y d d 1 . "th them accor ding to some wise plan that a board 

h hildren an ea Wl h · d 
sue c "ties and state educational board may jointly by law be aut orlze 
of char! . ff t This subJ. ect should not be dismissed without thoroug h 
to carry m to e ec . 

b those most competent for the work. 
study Y . h . th number of directors wher e under the present 

L islat10n c an gmg e ' . b 
eg board consists of a n even number, is very desirable. The num. er 

laW ~~ locks and the resulting feeling which often destroys the wor~mg 
of deao; boards of directors, should be provided against so far as po .slbl~ . 
!force . hool d!"rector leads me to believe that no one thmg m 
M experience as a sc · d 11 

y cal school work as directors is of gr eater moment than to . av01 a 
our lot f this kind A board of director s can do much for thelr schools 
contes so · 

h they are united in action. f 
w en 

1 
. this paper no apoloay will be offered for t r aveling away ro~ 

In c o~m;actice of recommending patch work legislation. Already m 
the usu~ac~s the patches are three or four deep and the origin~l fiber of our 
man! t ·eakin g down from the weight of rider s The man with the mend­
law 1~ : . eneral assembly and it behooves those able to do 
ing bil! l~ alw::~~~!~:ehensive view of the situation. I do not depreciate 

:~~ t~x:el~e:t accomplishments of our schools in th e p.ast, a:.thoughd ~ h~~ 
. t l remarked that we have at times b ecome vamglonous an . oas 

been JUS y ellent facili ties when a new house is built and furmshed, 
ful over our exc · · t f th good 

· that the material that we possess 1s a mmor par o e 
!~~~~~~mJur city schools are very excellent in near~y al~ p.arts of th~ st.~ts~,a~~~~ 
. the farmers' schools the inexperienced teacher lS gawmg groun , 1 b f 
1~ s are not misleading. W e are told that from 1880 to l~llO the num er o 
t!Chools in the state increased thirty-eight per cent, while ~he numlber .of 
sc t H er e I feel 1s a rea g re1 v­
inexperienced t eachers increased fif ty per cenh: t "de the r each of the 

h o le who live fn the towns !pS ou Bl 
:~~:n~~t !i:y ~~h~ols and a correction of this condition carrie~ wit~ it the 
cessation of a part, at least , of the stampede from the farm tot e Cl y . 


