


Tools for controlling Aquatic vegetation 

The most effic1ent and effective tool 
made for removing submerged weeds. 

Clears Your Lake or 
Pond Weeds in Minutes 

Clears a path 
48" wide­

returns weed free! 

Using the 
Weed Razer 
is simple: 

I Giue It a toss 

2 Let It smk 

3 Pull1t m 

Toll Free: 877-356-6455 • www.WeedRazers.com 

Call 1-800-331-1467 
www.RiverboatTwilight.com 

?Oi~ 11ee J(t ?~ f51c~~·l/ie> 
MUS IC •ART• NATURE 

N eal Sm1th National Wlldl1fe Refuge 

FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2015 
Ttckets are $50/ person 

I 1 "'t'l"l t'll<'t' an outdoor concert by Big Blue Sky and 
yr Spirit of Place e (hiblt by artist Michael Wilson 

-
the butterfly garden and Tallgrass Trail 
while sampling local Iowa w1nes 

/I dtttft•r the V1sitor Center & get to know the 

stewards of our refuge 
... 

' ~I( J't'l' a sumptuous meal provided by local 
restauranteur Magg Family Catering 

,. }Jtt'•'t'rtlt nature through a guided twilight praine walk 

For more mformat1on go to 
www tallgrass.org or call 51 5-994-2918 

Hosted by 

Fnends of Neal Sm1th National W1ldlife Refuge 

PO Box I 14 • Prairie C1ty lA • 50228-0 I 14 
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HANK KOHLER, 
.t lirst tune 

contnbutor to !otm 
Outdoors, live's in 

\mcs w1th his wife 

,\nne I lank ht~s 

bl·t n awarded a 

'-;il.,er \ laster 

Angler \\\ar<l by tlw Iowa I>NR and is 

fortunatl: to spt·nd many hours on lakes and 

ri\·ers in I0\\,1, \ l innesota and Ontano 1'1H 
rocks mentim.t'd 111 his ston are along tlw 
Boone River in Hamilton lounty 

BRIAN GIBBS, 
(.la}ton Count} 

natural st. has 

bt•cn addicted 

·o \\ild places 

t'H'r stnt < h1s 

l,tther I rst took 

h irn trou t fishmg 

in Yellm' Rivu 
State Forest. I lis 

pa-;s1on for tt'aching others about t•njoying 

,md t onserving natural beauty has led him 

to work in such scenic plan·s as Glacier 

:-.Jational Park. When not tt•aching, Gibbs is 

exploring the natural beauty hidd<'n amongst 

the blulfs and valleys of northeast I<J\\a. 

ROGER HILL 
has photographed 

wildlife since 1962 

when he started 

hunting big 

game. His passion 

is capturing 

Ill\\ a\\ h1tctails, 

pheasants. pnurie 

chKkens and th< 

rare sharptail grouse in their natural sett1ngs. 

His \\ork is published in countless state and 

national magazines. Roger hvcs on a farm 

with his wif<', 1\.l arcia, near Roland 

JEN WILSON is a 
t1 a\el and features 

writer based 111 

Dt•s \ lomes Ht>r 

work appears 

in \'altona/ 
(JeograpJuc 
J'rat•elrr 
·Frommcr's Budgrt 
Travel. Jfrdwest 

Living and Esquire rind ht:>l book Runnmg 
Away to Homr, at www.jennifer-wilson.com. 
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ABOL rll:. COVER 
In a tradition spanmng centuries. a Meskwaki 
performs song and dance spawned by the 
Native Americans· religious and social beliefs 
passef'down through generat lOns. What was 
historically a celebration during harvest and 
before winter. the annual event near Tama 
draws tribal members and visitors from all 
corners of the country. The 101st annual event 
is Aug. 6-9 at the MeskwakL Powwow Grounds 
on Battleground Road in Tama. 641.484.4678; 
meskwokipowwow.com. 







ACTIVITIES, TIPS AND EVENTS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

GO CAM I G, 
REGISTER AND 

RAISE MONEY 
FOR WF 

EADY. SE 
PEDA .! 
Create a Team for Iowa s Btke 
to Work Challenge 

En oy the allure of btcy hng and see what 
propels thousands to reglSt fo owa Bt 

Month and compete dS mdtvtduals o teams 
for en oymen· camaradene and prues du ng 
May The Bt e Month Cha Lenge showcases th 

ny benefits of btcyclmg-and e courages 
more folks to gtve thelr b ~ sptn 

Whet he you bl e to wo ~ or school to 
money for the bltSs or tl fo a healthy h t nd 
m nd or other reasons the month c L b at s 
pedal power and the mdny r asons to de 

Last year 401 teams 284 orgamz uons 
and 1 686 mdtvtdual nders rode a cumulattve 
53 354 mlles tn one month Its fun fr e and 
the e are pnzes d awards (And for b aggmg 
Lght Last year the ONR team m 0 s Not s 

wo the publlc agency category ) 

L a n mo e nd events get ycl ng hps d 
g t as n o gamza lOn team o d v d 

t ttp h I nge b I emo thiO\' com 

Stargaze. M 
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The Cross of Lorraine LS still affixed atop Broadlawns Hospital in Des 
Motnes. A century ago it was the symbol the publtc and health experts 

rallied behtnd Ln an epic battle against the most devastating disease of all 
time (The symbol LS still the Logo for the American Lung AssoctatLOn.) 

The dtsease went by many names-white death. consumption. and 
Later. tuberculosis. It was a disease that killed one Ln seven of all humans 
through htstory As a deadly enemy we knew ltttle about Lt except what it 
dtd-wastlng away Lts pale victims. But we were tgnorant how it attacked. 
For more than a thousand years our best and brightest belteved Lt was 
heredttary Even when appeanng Ln clusters of people exposed to it. the 
disease wasn't deemed con tagLOus Thts LS llke finding an arrow-nddled 
body and proclaiming death from natural causes 

But even a befuddled understandtng led to some positives. Many 
dtagnosed wtth the disease headed for the hills and other natural 
preserves The annent Greeks and Americans Ln the early 1900s sought 
pure atr and nature as a cure 

The fact thetr tmpatred lungs functioned better away from polluted 
city air provided the Lllusion of a cure But traveling to mountatns deserts 
and natural areas was often beyond the finances of many Thts created 
demand for cLtles to develop Local parks and sanatoriums. Parks were not 
seen as a luxury. but a necessity. provtding "islands of fresh atr'' In New 
York Ctty Central Park was known as the lungs of the ctty' 

A century ago, one out of every 170 Americans llved Ln a sanatorium. 
while thousands more across the Midwest added sleeptng porches to 
homes Today tnfrastructure created to address tuberculosts stLll serves. 
Whtle sanatonums at Oakdale in Iowa City and Broadlawns Hospttal in 
Des Moines quarantined infected individuals today they house crittcal 
medical and public health programs The State Hygtenic Laboratory 
at Oakdale may be Ln Johnson County. but Lt serves all Iowans through 
disease detectLOn environmental monitonng and newborn screening 

As antibiotics started to save Lives (half of all people with acttve TB 
once expected to dLe WLthLn flve years) the need for sanatonums dwtndled 
and they became campuses. hotels. resorts and skL Lodges 

By 1947 Iowa Led the natlon wtth the Lowest TB death rate Thts was 
accompllshed by realtzing Lts contagtous nature and taking actLOn such 
as htstonc publtc health efforts on eliminattng public spttttng sneeze 
suppresston. the introductton of dtsposable Kleenex tissues. higher hem 
lines (away from contaminated sOLL) and a campatgn against beards that 
were vtewed as germ havens 

Another preventatlve approach was open atr schools In Des Moines. 
for example. open atr schools were created Ln 1914 for students deemed 
"underwetght" or physically unhealthy 

Those proclatming a natural cure were correct. although it wasn t fresh 
atr Nature. however. was where Selman Waksman. a Rutgers Universtty 
mtcrobtologtst. found a "strange orgamsm" (streptomycin) ltvtng Ln the 
soil that attacked other mtcrobes He tsolated it and thus found an unlikely 
cure agatnst the Captain of Death while offenng another example of 
nature coming to our rescue 

TIM LANE is a nationally recogmzed authority on pub l ic health and 
physica l acttvity He is past president of the Iowa Associat ion for 
Health. Physical EducatLOn. RecreatLOn and Dance 
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children's nature questions 
BY A. JAY WINTER 

A jay Wmter educates up to 20,000 Iowa chzldren 
each year as the DNR 's training specialist at 
the Springbrook Conservation Educatzon Center. 

JACK IN IOWA CITY ASKS 

What do I do if I find an 
injured or abandoned animal? 

I f you find an animal baby that appears to be 
on its own. don't worry Generally, one of its 

parents is nearby, watching They're teaching 

their offspring to be independent, and in the 
case of danger. some animal parents \\ill take 
off in order to create a distraction away from 
their young. 

~lan} people "rescue" wildlife babtes they 
believe to be abandoned. But when you take 
that rabbit out of the nest or that raccoon out 
of the tree.) ou're takmg that baby a\\a} from 
its parents, its natural setting and a chance to 
live in the wild Many ttmes. taking an animal out 
of the wild greatly reduces its chances of survival. 

However, if you know for a fact that the 
babies' parent has died. or if it's clear the 
animal is injured, a wtldlife rehabilitator can 
help Rehabilitators receive extensive training. 
includmg an apprenticeship. to learn how to 
care for animals and reintroduce them to the 
wild. Thcv know when to feed them. how to 
feed them. how to treat injuncs and they haH 
the space and equipment to house th<' animal~. 

Find a list of rehabilitators at iowodnr.gov. 

~earch for "rchabilitators." 

( 

• 
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TIPS, TRICKS AND MUST-KNOWS TO ENHANCE YOUR OUTDOOR FUN 

NewDNR 
Fishing Atlas 
shows where to 
fish · . kes 

10 

....... 
ever.. ... . 
...... "''M' ... Ct ... 
n aac ... 
~ 

If fish could speak, they'd be 

cur">mg as their favorite hangouts­
jetties. bank hides, tree piles, rock 
repf.., and mound..,-are revealed in 

a new online hshtng atlas available 
for Pl" and smartphones. 

"l "ually anglers are 
clusten d in a locatiOn, based on 

F1shmg Atlas 

who organized the project. 
Usc it to plan fishing trips 

with road map">, lake amenities 
and topography 

Some anglers use (.J>~ 
to find fl',h structure b~ 
downloading coordinates 
from iowadnr.gov that work with 

another gu~ 's luck 1\o\\. anglers software from Hummingbird and 
can spread out to other habitat Darwin (,pc., units. 
localwns with similar water 
depth and contour, .. sa~ s Lew1s 

Bruce. DNR f1sherie" technician 
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lowodnrgov search for 
"fishing a tla"' " 

Muddy Water 
Crappie 

In muddy water, 
crappLe rely more 
on sound, vLbratLOns and odor 
to fLnd food. Thus, they usually 
respond better to Uve baLts because 
they can hone Ln on the scent. If 
using jigs, try spray, paste or saUd scent 
attractants As for colors, use black, brown, 
dark blue, dark red or a yellow/white combo 
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'In Iowa ... we found peace: 

• 

• • 

Tama County has a rejuvenated state park wLth 
a secret admLrer and Ughtly traveled state 
preserves. But thLs place where the MeskwakL 
settled LS also home to one of the best chapters 
Ln Iowa's progressLve hLstory. 

D nving east on highway 30 in Tama County after a spring 
rain. the landscape gently shifts Tree-shorn farmland 

reverts to a more wooded incarnatiOn. Old growth tree" 
follow gentle slopes to open wetlands, with standing water 
in somt> places During a rain} lov.a jag, the land is sopping 
and c;;loppy, soakmg up v.:ater a.;. 1t should 

A satellite map of this drive shows a wide buffer of trees 
along the IO\\a River. though th1s is mostly farm countr}. 
Subtle, natural details like the-.e are a sign you're among 

the 8,000 or so acres of settlement land of the Native 
American Sac and Fox I'ribe of the l\.l1"-sissipp1 River 

Modern Iowans know them a'.> the Mcskwaki, owners 
of the casino just west of Tama. Their name means People 

of the Red Earth But now thev hold this Iowa R1ver land 
1n sacred esteem, and they're working to better protect it 
through their sovereign government. You can learn the 

h1story from a -.mall settlement museum. or ca"1no displays, 
or even in an old Lincoln Highway restaurant in Tama. 

You can wander this river valley where the \1eskwaki 
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found peace after long years of war, including a state 
park that's been mysteriously revived in the wake of 
a destructive storm. 

But the wandering is best when you start with the 

"tory of two cousin tribes, and a quietly dramatic 
testament to the just heart of Iowa Past. 

The journey to Iowa 
The Meskwaki people are of Algonquian origin from the 
Eastern Woodland culture areas (Early explorers called 
them Fox. but that's onl} one clan of the Meskwaki) 

The Meskwaki fought the French in the Fox Wars, 
resisting the encroachment of white fur traders they first 
encountered in the m1d 1600c;; fhough eventually defeated 
by the French and their Indian allies, Meskwaki warriors 
(ought so fiercely that King Louis XV "igned an order for 
their extermination-the only time in history a full army 
targeted a single tribe. 

By the late 1700s. only a handful of :\1eskwaki remained. 





Gathering with their ~auk (or ~ac) cousins, they roamed 
along the Upper Missis-.,tppi River lookmg for home. ju-.,t as 
American colonhts ~eektng independence from Britain \\ere 
domg the same. Many natives settled in Iowa. 

In 1H05, the 1\Iesk\"aki and ~auk stgned the first of 
man; treaties de-.,igncd to push them off land that whtte 

settlers wanted. (The treaties grouped these rclatecl-but­
dtstinet tribes together as one. the \lcskwakt, and that 

generaltzation continues today) After the bloody Black 
Hawk War. the Meskwaki were reluctantly relocated to an 
t ast central Kansas reservation in 18·1:l 

"But actuall:y," says Meskwaki tribal htstorian 

Johnathan Buffalo. ''we never left. Individuall~. there was 
alwa~s \1eskv.aki in IO\\.a." Small band-., hid in the state 
for years, surviving along the Iowa and Des Moines rivers 
despitr} early governmental attemph to round them up 
and forl e them to Kansas. 

In 1856, tht> U S. govcrnmt>nt attempted to move the 
l\leskv.akt again. this time to Oklahoma 
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At tim, point. something unusual-and fairly amazing­
happened 

Those Mesk\\akis ltving in Kansas decided to return 
to rejoin the tribe members back in Iowa. where they 
felt a sense of belongtng Returning to the state, Chief 

Mamenv1:anekC' presented to Gov. James Grimes a sum of 
8735 from tribal families in Kansas, with the request to 
buy a piece of land thr\ could call their own 

That collectton would eventually turn into the first 
80 acres ever purchasrd by a tribe in the Untted Stat<'s. 
accord1ng to Buffalo. 

Coming home 
The state legi.,.lature passed a Ia\\" allowing the 1\Ieskwaki 
to live and buy land in Iowa-even as the U.S. government 

tried to force the tribe back south b} "'" ithholdtng treaty­
right annutties (Annuittes are annual payments from the 
federal government. established by trt>aties. in return for 
taking native ancestral land) . 
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st In Iowa 
V1s1tm~ the Paha 
When tn the area. visit Casey·s Paha State Preserve 
in northeastern Tama County shown below. Paha 
means "high ground" in Nattve American language. 
and is a ridge formed by glacial till. clay and loess. 
Casey's Paha is a 175-acre preserve that highlights 
a half-mile porttOn of a 2 5 mtle long elongated 
hilL Wind blown silt or loess tops the ridge and 
reaches 40 feet deep in areas. The depostts 
beneath the loess are all that remain of older 
glactal materials. It is an erosional remnant of a 
higher. once continuous glacial platn. The preserve 
ts an tmportant stopover for migratLng warblers 
and waterfowl. 
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Lost In Iowa 

block of I\lesk\'.akt Road (There's another one in the casmo). 
I ast ycm. the \1t'sln\aki celebrated the lOOth anniver,.ar~ of 
thetr huge and popular po\\ wow. 

There's more to explore in the county as well. 
Outdoors~ t} pe" \\ill \vant to check out Ca"e} ·.., Pahc1 State 
Pre sen<'. a fot ested pn•..,erve on the arching back of a 
large, t'longated. whale shaped hill known as a paha, the 
Dakotct \\ ord fo1 ndgc or hill. 

'To truly app1 eciate the magn1tude of the whole 
paha-some three miles long by one mile wide-one 
needs to driH· around 1h penmeter on backcountry roads 
as \\ell as walk 1nto the inteno1 of the preserve on foot," 
says state ecologist John Pearson "Although moderately 
large at 175 arrcs and part of the larger 665-acre H1ckory 
Hills Park, the preserve and park arc only a small fraction 
of the landform atop ol \\ hich they nde " 

\Yalk the subtl<' arch of this rounded landform for a barnacle's­
eye glimpse of a "whale's back" breaching in the larger landscape 
m northeastern I .tma Count). 13 mtles south of\\ aterloo. 

There's also ~lcricle Woods ~tate Preserve, one of the 
state's most lightly visited, on 132 acres of a quiet old oak 
forest tucked mto a vallev and containmg an abundance of 
wildflowers and some trees that are more than 200 years old, 
three miles northwest of foledo in southern Tama Count}. 

"It protects a \\Oodland \\hose preservatiOn was 
initiated by a previous generatiOn of landowners, setting 
astde the forest and onh minunally using it as part of 
the farm that on gina II} surrounded it." says Pearson 

Continue north on County Road T47 for about a half-hour 
to Cmon GroH .. <.,tate Park. around manmade 110-acre l mon 
C1rove Lake, in northwc-;t Tama County Rmged on one stele 
by private cabins of a mostly retiree population. the 300-acre 
park on the other ostde mdudes three miles of dirt and gra ... s 
trail that passes along the dam, a pine plantation. re-establtshed 
prairie and Union Falls \\aterfall (the path is rugged and steep. 
and good for bu cltng) A 200-acre wildlife area adjacent to the 
property ts open for hunting pheasant and deer. 

Stratght-lin(' winds tn 2011 sheared off 284 trees 
around the lake. rad1cally changing tis appearance. 
!'he up side of the damage wa-; a renewed effort to 
refresh the properties and redevelop older properties 

The belle of the ball ts a bt and-new Craftsman-style 
cabin built, according to park manag<'r Roger Thompson. 
\\ith a donation from a "secret ~anta" \\ho's determined to 
put Union Grove State Park on the map. 

"The cabin \\as financed b> a private individual who 
prefers to rematn anonymous," says 1 hompson 

The pretty little place sleeps four comfortably, with 
heated concrete floors. kitchenette. and rolling barn doors. 
ConstructiOn begins on another withtn the next year. 

Across the lake, Thompson points to the area that 
once housed a boat concession "~h Secret Santa \\'ants • 

to bring it back," he says. Paddlers already skimming 
across the lake seem to love ih quiet. no-wake waters 

"Th1s lake ts serious!} a great kid fishing lake. You 
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can always catch something," I'hompson says. A sand 
beach acroso;; the wa~ is bus} and clean 

In the distance, wind turbuH's tum slowly in the 
breezC'. Some grumbiC' it ruins the view, but it looks 
modern and picturesque from the porch of a brand-new 
cabin in a revtta!Jzed park in a county that feels like 
something different is stirring. From the Meskwaki 
raising btson and addre-;stng water quality and planting 
an organic garden to share and grappling with cross 
pollination. to the regeneration of an old lake front 

It calls to mind something Johnathan Buffalo said about 
Meskwaki sp1ritual practice, which he likened to quantum 
physics. when pressed for a religious comparison. 

''When we sa} everything is related, we're not saying it 
because it's noble or Indian-sounding," says Buffalo. "It's 
because \\ e arc all related in the same \\ay of quantum ph~ sics. 
nght down to the smallest molecule you can measure." 

TRIP NOTES 
Annual Meskwaki Powwow. Turn south at the Meskwaki 
Casino exit and follow the colorful signs to the four-da} 
event Meskwoktpowwow.com 

Union Grove State Park. Picnic '>helters are all within stght 
of the lake, many are shaded 26 camp..,ites, 7 with electric 
hookups. Primitive restrooms. Cabin $75 per night or $450 
per\\ eek. 

Meskwaki Bingo Casino Hotel. Gaming, as well as five 
dining option'>, hotel. a spa and the occasional !Jve show. 
800-728-4263; meskwoki.com 

Meskwaki History Museum. Open weekdays 9 am. to 3 
p.m., group tours by appointment. 300 block of Meskwaki 
Road. north side of the parking lot of the tribal center. 
641-484-3185. 

Matchstick Marvels. Iowa arti"t Patrick Acton glued more 
than 4 million wooden matchsticks into 65 detailed scale 
models of world-famous architecture and more Man} 
pteces have gone on to be featured in Rtpley's Believe 
It or Not museums around the world. See several in 
this dov ... ntown (Jladbrook muo;;cum Admission charged. 
641-473-2410; motchstickmorvels.com 

King Tower. In Tama. not on settlement land. this old 
Lincoln Highway eatery serves belly-filling road food 
with house-made specials regularly. An odd collection of 
~Ieskv .. aki portratts and some vintage-looking paintings 
decorate the walls, with a few artifacts in a display case at 
the counter (641-484-5970). 

Casey's Paha State Preserve. 319-266-6813: iowodnr.gov 

Mericle Woods State Preserve. 641-752-5521: iowodnr.gov !I! 



- .. . ~ 

Af 



BY BRIAN BUTTON PHOTO BY BEN CURTIS 









• 
• 

, 

• • 

shortly before hatch. 
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Mysteriously, one egg vanished wlthout 
a clue after the first chick hatched. 

' n,., 
Both years, the adults laid two 
eggs And both years, one egg 
Illysteriou">l} disappeared shortly 
after the first chick hatched. "I 
never found a '>hell the day that it 
hatched The one time I got there 
in the afternoon and one hatched. 
The other time I got there in the 
morning-around 10 o'clock-and 
they had hatched. Both times 
the two eggs were there the day 
before," hatch Hill says. "Both 
limes there was just one chick 
there," the day of hatch. In both 
cases, there were never any signs 
of egg shells. blood or anything 
like that "What happened to the 
second egg is a mystery, given 
life cycle habits indicate vultures 
generally lay two eggs and raise 
t \VO young. 
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approximately a week and a half 
after hatch The neck and crop is extended. 
indicattve of a recent feedtng. 

0 hI I 

The vulture chick quickly accepted 
Htll'"> pre"ience and tolerated the 
brief intrusions "I checked it the 
day it hatched and took photos. I 
photographed it every day for 55 days 
until it flev. the nest It saw more of me 
than 1ts parents. I suppose," he jokes. 
Hill's vis1ts were usually early morning 
or middle of the afternoon so as not to 
disturb feeding 

\A/a, t' a= r i.' f ~ 

Both times when Hill arrived at the 
barn the day of hatch, the chick's 
breast and neck area was swollen, and 
"seemed to have been fed. It appeared 
to have a half an orange or grapefruit in 
its neck." Hill remembers. "Come back 
six to eight hours later and that bulge 
would be gone and he'd be back to 
hav1ng a ""'rinkled neck." 

\ I 

Although the barn showed ample 
sign of raccoons-a notorious egg 
predator-DNR wildlife experts 
don't believe they were the 
culprits "You could go up in that 
barn every s1ngle n1ght around 10, 
11 o'clock and shoot a coon," Hill 
recalls Raccoon scat was plentiful. 
If that was the case, raccoons 
would have gotten to the eggs long 
before hatch, says wildlife research 
supervisor Willie Suchy. One can 
only wonder what happened to the 
second egg. 

approxtmately 
three weeks old. 
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slightly more than a month old. 

,... c '11h +J 

Vulture-s cat primarily carrion-dead 
and dt>compoo.;ing animal flesh. 
And while they prefer freshly dead 
animals. they often have to wait for 
their meal to emit gases for location 
and for the tissue to soften in order 
to pierce tlw skin. "Crows eat the 
first day and th<' vultures eat later 
on down the week." II ill recalls. An 
exceptional 1mmune system and strong 
stomach acid allows vultures to eat 
decomposing nesh wilhout contracting 
the cliseast>s a..,sociated with eating 
rotten meat-salmonella. cholera and 
botuhsm A super-sen-;itive sen e of 
smell allo\vs turkey vultures to locate 
decomposing nesh up to a mile away. 
Their -;rnse of "mel! is so acute, natural 
gas companies often rely on turkey 
vultures to detect suspected pipeline 
leaks by adding a "carrion-like odor" to 
the odorless gas. 

shortly after hatch. 

n .C: nrf f' 
Although adults do little to 
defend their nest, startled 
vultures eject a vile stream 
of partial!} digested food 
at their threat The smell 
alone i usually enough 
to discourage further 
advances from intruders. 
The regurgitated substance 
is foul smelling and can 
sling if directed at the face 
or eyes. 8 









"ending ttny fla"hbulb" acros" the smooth waters. Trre 
ft ogs call a longside the long trills of American toads A 
\ ellO\'- \\ arbler melds in to the "u n. and once ,., hen m} 
JMddle blade scuffs the water, the tremulous sound of 
wood ducks rrho through the darkening backwaters. A 

blue-gra} gnatratcher '' heeze" overhead and red-bellted 
woodpeckers drum downstream. 

Storm clouds grow overhead in the evening heat while 
the dark back" or red·\\ tnged blackbtrcls and grackles ftll 
the trees For days, a south wind graced their backs and 
nO\\, in true blcH:kbird racophon). the} celebrate spring's 
arrival A fe\\ hundred } ards ahead. an elevated landform 
stands above water. Paddling closer. I notice dozens of 
earthen mound" adorntng the lop of the island I realize 
I've finally arrived at the Sny Magill Unit of rJfigy 
Mounds National Monument 

Containing more than 100 1\ative American mounds, 
the Sny Magill Unit preserves the largest concentration 
of burial mounds in the United ~tates The mound 
\\ere constructed dunng the \'.oodland period (2,500 
to 700 years ago) and were used for ceremonial and 
burial purposes Toda). the mounds are still considered 
ceremontal and sacred by Nattve Amencans and provide 
a confluence of where the pi ritual world is linked to a 
dtverse natural'' oriel 

A thunderstorm roll-.; over the bluffs and drops rain 
onto the mounds. I take refuge under a gnarly bur oak 
and wait the .;;torm out until a "unlit ratnbO\\- blooms 
in the sky. Yellow shafted flickers and red-headed 
\\ oodpeckers undulate over the mounds The cool air 
dances with warm river air until enough water vapor and 
cooling creates an eerie white fog. Softly, the fog crawls 
upriver. ever o;;o slo,,ly extending its gentle fingers over 
this anCient place. Before departing, I rest be'>ide a 
swamp white oak that shields a large conical mound. 

!y feet glow\\ hite in the mi">t and in the deep cobalt sky 
as a 10-million year-old song bugles from two sandhill 
cranes Their haunting call echoes over the river and 
above the whale-backed bluff'> into the ghostly beauty 
of time. This kayak trip is etched in my memory and 
provides me a clear picture of why bird researcher Jon 
Stravers told me to venture here. 

Under the Wing of Gladys Blaclt 
Jon Stravers' love for birds dates to 1974 when he 
discovered a nesting red-phased screech owl in his 
backyard. The bird's quiet behavior provided a perfect 
study for Jon and his two small children, Lisa and Jon­
jon. Stravers' curiosity about the bird led him to his first 
communication with Gladys Black, already a well-knO\\n, 
spirited voice for Iowa's birds. Always resourceful, s he 
took time to answer his phone call and even sent him a 
handwritten letter about the natural history of screech 
owls. Little did Stravers know her kind act would "light 
the spark" for his raptor affinity 
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Stravers kept in touch with Black and accompanied 
her on several field trips where the two searched for 
shore•.ide raptor nesl'i at Lake Red Rock. The magic of 
finding nesting raptors and documenting their life cycles 
was an instant hook. Black quickly became his mentor 
and the two mtgrated into an enduring friendship. 

At her urging, Stravcrs attended an Iowa Ornithologist 
Union meeting in 1976 After hearing state ecologi<>t 
Dean Rosa talk about Iowa's endangered species and 
the raplor work he was conducting. Straver <> introduced 
himself The two hit it off. and in the fall of 1977, he 
accompanied Rosa to his banding and trapping station 
on Malarkey Ridge ncar Wexford in Allamakce County 
The surrounding landscape was incredibly rugged 
and Stravers experienced his first encounter with red­
shouldered hawks. "Once I <>aw the courtship flight and 
habitat of red-shouldered hawks, I wa" hooked. I was 
ready," recalls Stravers. 

For the next 37 years, Stravcrs conducted raptor research 
worldwide. including trapping golden eagles in the mountains 
of Nevada and banding raptors in New Mexico. Yet every 
year. the mystery of the red-shouldered hawk drew him back 
to Sny Magill Creek on the upper Mississippi. 

"The Sny Magill complex is the center of the universe 
because it contains a wonderful interspersion of water and 
ancient forest. The mystery of the mounds blends with the 
magic of an incredibly diverse bird community," he explains. 

Big Blue Sky-MusLc For Birds 
Today. from April through July, Stra.,ers conducts daily 
bird contract work for organizations including Audubon, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the DNR When not 
in the woods conducting research he frequent!} is heard 
playing with his band, Big Blue Sky. Originally a father 
son-duo, gigs now range from a solo act to an 11-piece 
band More than 45 musicians from 11 states have 
recorded or appeared as a component of Big Blue Sky, 
playing Mississippi River boat cruises to annual concerts 
at Elkader's Opera House. A significant portion of band 
earni ngs support outdoor education programs for area 
students and Stravers' bird conservation projects. ~Iusic 
doesn't make him wealthy, but allows him to be enriched 
in the lessons of nature. 

Stravers concentrates his research on discovering and 
monitoring populations of birds of greatest conservation 
need, including one of Iowa's rarest nesting raptors. 
red-shouldered hawks. These secretive hawks prefer 
large tracts of mature noodplain forests dominated by 
maple or cottonwood trees, unlogged for decades. These 
hawks are indicators of contiguous tracts of high qualtty 
forests and are an Iowa e ndangered species due to loss 
and fragmentation of this type of habitat. Despite growing 
conversion of bottomland timber into ag land, thousands 
of acres of protected, continuous bottomland forest 
exist along the Upper Mississippi and its tributaries 
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in northeast Iowa. According to Stravers, these areas 
provide ide al "cathedrals" for field research . 

Red-shouldered hawks nest in remote loca tion s. 
St ravers describes the bird as the "master of th e 
floodplain," and finding them requires him to ping pong 

his boat through flooded timbers. Some years, he walks 
in ankle-deep mud or wades waist deep wate r just to get a 
peck at the seclude d nes ts. "I've looked in a lot of places 
whe re the b1rds we ren't," says Stravers , whose dedication 
to research has given him a life time full of birdsong and 
endearing stories. 

5ny Magill Creek s eems to harbor his most captiva ting 
stories , including documenting a hawk nes t active for 
more than two decades. One late May, at the lower e nd 
of Sny Magill. he was able to s neak up on a nesting 
female. Exci te dly setting up the s potting scope, hopeful 
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BOVE LEF Young red shouldered 
Jawks n thP nE>st somewherP 1n the vast 
35 000 dupe, of Iowa s flr'">t off1c1ally 

destgnatPd Globally Important B1rd 
Area. the Effigy Mounds YPllow R1ver 
Forest Btrd Conservation Area. Wh1le 
tudytng thE> hawks. jon Stravers also 
ocumentl?d s1gmftcant populations of 

ceru,ean warblers 1n the area-a spenes 
that has dl?cltned 70 percent 1n the United 
States s1nce the 1960s. The discovery of 
the warblers was critlcat for the global 
b1rd area dPsignatton At nght. Stravers 
records ddta (TOP CENTER) and with 
gu1tar (RIGHT) entertains a boat tour 
on the MISSISSIPPI H1s band Btg Blup 
Sky record.-, and performs and donates 
a Slgntflcdnt port10n of Pdrnlngs for 
outdoor Pdt..ratmn and b1rd conservatiOn 
proJects FAR RIGHT A s1gn 1n the water 
procta1ms thP entrance to the Sny 
Mag1ll Umt of Fff1gy Mounds Natmnal 
MonurPent w'ltch IS a po·tton of the b1rd 
co'lservatto!l arpa i'l Cla~Jton County 

to determine "how many young there were, how old they 
we re and what they were ea ting," in the instant he got the 
scope set up, the female spotted him and clove directly 
for him . He hit the muddy g round face first to hear "the 
wind traveling through her flig ht fea the rs." Untouched, 
S travers quickly stood to observe the bird c irc ling higher 
a nd higher above him. The bird squawked it s loud rage 
before again honing in . He dove face down back into 

the mud but was not lucky enough to e<>cape the bird's 
blow. With Stravers' face tucked '>afely in th e mud, the 
raptor took advantage of his exposed he ad, mysteriously 
">triking him only with he r folded feet. 

Enter the Hawkman 
A 1983 article in the Iowa Conservalwlllsl dubbed 
Stravers the "Hawkman of Iowa." To thi s clay. his family 
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A small bird of the deciduous forest 
treetops. the sky-blue cerulean warbler 
is hard to see. It nests and forages higher 
in the canopy than most other warblers. 
Females (male pictured) have an unusual 
way of leaving a nest after sitting on it. 
Some call it "bungee-jumping:· She drops 
from the side of the nest. keeping her 
wlngs folded to her sides. opening them 
to fly only when well below the nest. 
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thr u h " rm ht h r th m tra,Lr"" RagiH 
n u '" r d h uld r d h "k mngc. from Jtop th 

r r t n J nd r l \ raJ hundr d f t bo\ Th 
r pt ,r tl h tht rmdd > thum I nd pt rf< rm a k> 
I "' th<: n de 'II ( r '< r th<: bluff 1 h<: bard dtdn t 

) " rd ather th ) had a f al d m tang llt Jllf)l or 
th \H r tr) ang t k p om thang ecrc:t: Str.t\ r a\ 

h pull tht bo t to c;;hon 
\\ tumbh onto the b tnk. and aftl r <i fey, mmut of 

In kkang through ogg fon t floor, llllt rgl undc rnec1th 
I r' n t f lie k I n 'aou n ar h ha It tfi d tlu 

1 nan tl\ nt t butth l\\oha"k , .. JUt 3\\lcad 
u t b ht\ th tc. rnt n "a a taH nd the. re ould b 
1 nt" nc. t I t h> \\ Jump back 111 th b at motonng 
moth r Ill 1r.hth nnh up tr am bt: fort dockmg undt r a 
tmd of tt n\\n ds I" tl h a ~traHr ambl( s about an 

Ill r I 1t ,.. d( n "' lkmg tack 111 h md a unllght fill 
th f r t f1 r nd bard filial ''1th ong 

B f n I n tr \c. r mota n met a tre ''ath a IW\\ 

n t 11 tlu m km lunw nd broken branche 
hm 1t md ' 1 tl p t ct of fre h "ood} de. bn n t at 
wr f t II 1 km n 1 un un 1f the tH t a-, mrl< ed actl\t 
• b 111 u I 1 durnm) nc t .. \\halt 111 pcctmr. at. ht 

t 1 I 111 l h r 1 r 1' t " c n d h o u M ( n d t u n t o ru: s 
111 th II urmt c. that m arl pnng, r.tptors 
llt 

f rn 
Dunn 
t rnt r 
mt 

I 

I 
I 

l 

urt haJ) ommun 1 g.HIH nng .md 
r t b ug of r d hould r 

1\l h call t m mt:un 
nnt r <" mate. nd t p tbh t hang 
h uld r n 11 bout 1 ngu gc. " } 

h 1 hun lr d f r lCI h uldt rt rl h "k aU 
r l m It pr du t lot f n 1 c. 

u t h11 n I th( n th mll n 1t fn QUt nn 

unng h r n t lt\111 pt ru I unhl 
hal 1ttmg n th l 

........ 111 I J nl nd an ub 1t t 

m ab t1 n th bard r lth r h11 m n 
1 t r h I t p l 1 rd1 I "1 t h t h null 
I r h1 amh b und n \ \c. 

11 the. dh 
de. fh llJ! I 

f m 
n 

documentmg cc rule an populataons 
In the xact mom<: nt th cerul an mg ab 'e 

u • a male r d hould r call Mke) aah. ke\ aah .. Th 
en p1crc th bag blue k) and chot: through tht 
'urroundang bluttland I haH r 111 anHl?:cm nt a' 

tnt\ t' r record both b1rd ong on has audao recorder 
I 'en though 9 perc nt of StraH r · r d houlderc: d 
ha\'•k terntones ha\e c rulean 111 th m. h till look 
a gidd) a a fl('dgling bard 111 till hared moment 'Tm 
addicted to th(' t' bird ... he (' cia am In 2012. tu bard an~ 
ob e -;ion docunwnted a n cord bn t~king 192 .tCtl\ l 

cc>rul<: an territonc.;;; 111 northt cl'-t I0\\3, .t sagmficnnt count 
that "ould not go unnotac<: d 111 th bardang '"orld 

On ?\Ia) 31. 2014. more than 0 J)('Ople mcludang 
munber of ('Veral con enat10n agenc1c. ~. packc.:d mto 
tht hc.:adquartt r of '\c.llo'" R1H r tate Fore. t On tha 
da\. loY. a Audubon and tht' DNR offica.lh dcdacattd 
l ffig' Mound -) c:'llo" Ra\ ('r I on -;t Bard Con en all on 
\rca as the tate' fir t Llobalh lmJJOrt tnt B1rd rea 

1 otahng 135,000 .ten . tha B ~and hllJ)Ortant Berd 
Ar('a 1 th(' large t unfr<~gment d fore t remnant 111 IO\\a 
and mclude port1on of the l pp r "II asSIJ)JH Refuge. 
'\eJioy, Rt-.er tat(' fort: t. I ffig\ Mound Nat1onal 
~lonurnent. P1kt Pc. ak tall Park. Blood\ Run Crc('k 
and n~ Maga11 North tdar tatt \\ 1ldhfc. Managt'mt'nt 
Arc.t Bdore an arc.1 as dcsagnatt'd In Audubon. C\eral 
rc QUJf('lll('nt mu t be llll t to acln<: \ c bas1c IBA o.;t 1tus. 
and glob.III} unportant tatu must be b tckt: d b\ 
compr h n 1\ docurnentataon of It' nnportnnC<: to 
amp nl('d b1rd 

t the d dacataon l>oug H trr pr sadc nt of I \HI 

udubon and r tar d D R "aldhf d1' r It) coordanator 
... urm1 c. d th t tr 'c. r dal nt r c. tr h on rul n 
\\3 th pnm n f d urn nt lwn an m kmg 
global tatu p ht p rt1 ul r bard th t br ught 
uch n cogmtl n t north t l " 1 the. c rul n 

'' rbl r a pc.cat th. t de. lm d pc. r c.nt n t1 nalh 
mcc the 1 " } H rr \h ll r u h dunng th 

de d1c ta n thn l n rut<: n rblc. r n mgmg '' athm 
met r f the fon t ht dqu rh r 1 he. c rule. n m ' 

b1 th<: g 111 of the n 1 b It It 1 tl b1od1\ c. r at\ that c. t 
tin IB \ 3J rt fr m th r 

\\ n: <: t r 1 1 h pic. 1 r t nd 
hagh t qu ht' f r t I 1 I 

Ia II h 
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A Peek lnsLde one Career lnspLratLon 
BY MINDY KRALICEK PHOTOS COURTESY KELLY POOLE 

"I feel very pnvlleged dnd grateful to have thLs job. 
I get to do what I'm passLonate about-protectLng 

threatened and endangered spedes for Iowa's publLc 
trust resources. That's flleanLngful work and I'm 

proud to serve Ln thLS capadty:· - ONR ecologtst Kelly Poole 

eLy Poole c;harrc:; with lowo 

Outdoors how st'E? fi.rc;t becdme 
an aquatlc bLologLst and 
conservatlomst and her current 

role as a DNR ecologist who focuses 
on threatened and endangered animal 
species In coordinatLOn WLth the U.S. 
Fish and Wtldlife Service. she works 
with private landowners. busLnesses and 
DNR programs to help reduce harm to 
threatened species It's a lot of time spent 
Ln the offlce. but she still gets afield too. 

How dtd you become tnterested 
Ln bLology and natural resou'"ces7 
I grew up in Illin ois. My parents loved 
the outdoors and we spent family 
time enjoying nature. especially lakes 
and rivers. We spent weekends at my 
grandparents' hou se on the Vermillion 
River in central Illinois and tent camped, 
boated and swam at lakes in southern 
Illinois. We also spent time at a family 
cottage in Wisconsin a few weeks every 
summer. When I was in seventh grade 
our family moved to a house my clad 
built on Lake Bloomington. It was here 
my brother and I snorkeled. ice skated, 
swam and fished year-round. How 
could I not be interested in aquatic life? 
Sometime when winter conditions were 
right, I could lie on the clear ice in a 
protected bay and watch fish swim and 
turtles move below me. 
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I (lld11 t go l 11 gl nghl aft r lugh rh ol In the arl) 
1 g1rl '" r 11 our g('d to pur U(' an: r m busmc 
I h t d1dll t mh n t me. at all I'm glad I \\altt d a fev. ) cars 
\\ lu 11 I dc.cadt d to go to collt gc.. I h arrH d Joy., tall 
llll\ l r It} h 1d tuthl for JJl OJ)lc mh rc tl d m b1olog) and 
on f\ clh011 1 ookmg through thllr cat •log. I llOIICl d a 

ur all d clQU ll 1om I \\3 thnll((llo dascuvtr 
I uld tud\ m thmg I " mt('r(' tt: d m 111) ''hoi hfe 
I llJ )td t ~ nc.l\ of n 1 c. the fir lt\\ Hars. but 
It \ tlH tqu t1 our c. Ill) JUmor and ('lllor) c. ar I 
I ' d mo t I m •J n d 111 fi he. nc. and "•ldhft b1olosn 

I " nt d1r tl t ~· ~ulu Ill hool md n Cll\ t d a m.t~tt r' 
I • t fr m I .. 1 t It m .uumalc.rolom !\I) thcs1 fo u cd 
n I " 1 I oil , .. mg gradut~t rhool, 

ncl ngacd n~ t:r mu ... I c.. m I ngland \\ c. 
tudu I tht h u tl h n 11 c.. of the. "att rsh d and rl\ t r S) stem 

Y.}Hn tht < mu tl Y.<rt abundantandY.hc.n HY.a ab till 
11H 1 t 1 " 1 bt lu 't d to he thn 1tt n d h) poilu lion 
md dn d •m 1f lr , .. nHwmg \\att r ch.mntl Our d11ta 
h 11 d de.' c. lop n omnH ndat1011 for prolt c tmg I ngl,mcl's 

fn h tlt r mu I 

R 
\\ nh u H 111 HH for Y.}lllt: no 

111 n h 11 1 ru I " • Ill of thn 
nt 1 qu k 11 Park I count l11b rn lmg 

I I d I k r r IJ!Il f \\hit no l ndr llH 1 d 
llt\ b undbtl b f n ndliHn tht \Hrt Ill 

I• I n ' c llmg It ., 1 111 till 1 mg 1.1) 

h fr 1111 th c. J rttnu 1111 1 "h 11 

t I km tt the. D R I I n m thmg 
I I \ 

' t I \ \ld ~ •• h 
n I \\ 1 h f\1 n ton d n\t r 

n 1 \\ mtcr tc.dml Jtk hmtr 
I ' h I nd ho'' tht:\ urHH d the. 

I It h h ttl t d ' f md th 
II n 1 t mu k t r n I rlm 

I I thr 1 h 
th 

t 
I lo~ lo" .1 TI1 n an talt:.., "1th m tH m unt 111 nd 
tho t' \\Jth oct m " 'c. r hmg g 111 t th h r But 
IO\\ll beaut) I" ubtlt qu1tt llld th I Y.h t m k tl 
mtt n ling to lllt' lakt " lkmg m n tur I n "ht n 
th( 11 Y. I 

11 th<: tr ul 
lht \\tilt t 

Hlklll I 

J I I hk 
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mdtmg mel. 1f onchtu n.., trt nght '-tt mg 

rod nt h.\( m tell undt r the. n " Y.ht r 
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Lak Jcaria n r C ornmg 
1 th f.ullll) pot to catch 

to I I m h cr •mm . 
bhH_$!111 up to an h<' 
"aile} t largl mouth ba 

nd hannc. I tfi h 
I r) JIJ'! or mmnow 

around tlu fi hmg Jt till 
for JH mgt arne panfi..,)t rroJ1 
r mkbaat long th~.: darn 

for ~ llq r 1 t O\ c. r 
fi h mound r d r tn 
J)ll "'1th Jl r pi t1 for 
I rgc.m uth b 1 h nuH:l 

tfi h lakc. mght r t\\ll'r 
tl mg the r ck\ h n l111 
1h d m or 1 h mound 

I he. I rc. I kc. 1 
urr und d b JJopular 

"c.ll m m t tn c1 1 rk 
111 Ul f( d h tht \d 1111 

( uunt ( c n n ttHHl 

Bn trcl ( I m 641 32 4703) ~ l .tkc 11 .1 fanuh 
o\ r111 ht t rH of h .. o mod<'rn c mt>ground • I I log 
t\ IL c b1 tr ul ~1mmmg h< ach "tth conu "lOll" 

' U \ l II art pi 'ground and tm rue r \ full 
c. nut m n r nt b 1 nd c. II bait and t klc. ftc. r 

11 hu tu ut the. kad 111 tht 1 nul \\ ll r k1 om 

Gr n V II 
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II ut 
h 111 

t 

k St t P rk ft tlun 
thr l l tblll J)ICflll rl I 

'1tnmm bl c h HHit tlu malt 
111 th<: p trk fnr nhQUt h p 

rt t. u ht n r th f1 hm c. til 
m II JIS! m th 1 ng 11H I kc. 

11 nd 1 t 1 1m h hr 'til uth 
t I J mch 
tht d m 
uth 

1 ht d n 

r r d\\ truduH 

r 1 1kb at tl n 
t pll 

accc.., 1blc from hor , but 
ka) ak.;; or cano<' makt 
fi hmg eH~n more fun Go m 
Ma) to ca h m on tht: pnng 
b1tc. u mg a mall p1cct of 
mghtcr.mlu Bnng the kid · 
bikt .md ride the 1 22 mile 
tr.ul around tiH 40 c~cr<' lakt 
\Vwwc pleasant h IL1o us 
515 262 9368 

Ada Hayden Lake north of 
Amc."' 1 "to ked \\Jth trout 
dunng the cool months 
.md hold o\ r mto urn me: r 
for <'XCJtmg fi hmg u mg a 
fl) rod or t} JHCal panfi hmg 
mtthod -a ... mall bobb<'r 
and moll hook tappld Y.llh 

an mch of mghtcra" lc r or 
pre p.tn d ba1t \ p.t\l' d tra1l 
ell OUnd the l,tkt I perfect 
to locate 1wds of trout ncar 

hore Once found, pre l nt b,ut .thead of tht> fet>dmg li h 
Sc arch \da Ha} den Park at Cltyo(omes org 

1 rout tockt d m fall and \\ ant<'r at Lake Petocka an 
Bondurant r rnam mto ... prmg I lt>ll<'nt hon acct •~ 

l "()l cmlh 10\ 1tmg for fl} roddt r aftc.: r trout or blut gall 
1 o b.utfi h trout ca t t mall p1c. cc. of naghtcr \\I rand a 

mtll \\t:Jght to tht bottom nd Itt the. fi h come. to \OU 

t o(b d t o 

Mill Cr ek L k 111 0 Brae n mnt) 1 on p 1r \\Jth rn m 
fth b<:tt r fi h n 111 th tr<:.l lh 1 rc I kt 

bur t \\ Jth 1. r' mouth b ts blut g11l r tppu .md 
th nn 1 tt t h M tla \\ lktnd fum!) 'tl 1' t) \\Jth 
thl t am1 ~rnund 1b111 un l s1on I(J(Ig<: \\ 1ntmlll~ 
b 1ch tr al md \1111\ r lh 1 (_ 1bl fi hang plttform 
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} oung angler" King's Po1nte Re ... ort i'> on thr water and 
include~ watC'rpc~rks and beach fo1 a ready made family 
weekend. Campgrounds and cabins clot the cast shore. 

Kingspointeresort com. 866-552-5960 camping ot 

stormloke.org or 712-732-8023. 

'elJ~· · <;rna)·~ ' :~Jm ha" extreme!} clear water, big 

bluegill". bas'>, cunple shoreline acre"" and a well-manicured 
swimming beach, plus cab1ns, a campground and playground. 

Use the bridge" and fishing jcttie" to get over the water 
without a boat Mycountyparks com. 712 263-2748. 

Southwest Iowa 
La~o A :.a c:o ..... e a 1" a famil~ f1"hing dc.;;tination 

a few mlles south of 1-80 111 Cass County with modern 
camping, playground, fishing jetties. picnic shelters, 

paved bike trail and swimming bcach-plu" 8-inch 
bluegllls The bc~t fishing begins late ~la) \\hen bluegills 
arrivr on spawning beds to build disk-shaped nests in 2 to 

4 feet of water along protected -;horelines Get your kids 
to look for open areas in vegetation and ca"t a mall hook 
with an inch of worm dangling one foot below a quarter­

sized bobber. For even faster action, try a 1/32 ounce 
black feather j1g tipped w1th a p1ccc of nightcrawler 

By early July, bluegills move out. so fish deeper water 
off the ends of fishing j<.'tties or, better yet, drift fish from 
a boat Cap the family fun \\ith a movie and free popcorn 

in the campground aturday night~ during summer 
lowodnrgov, 712-762-3564. 

':""he----n!:_,..~ ,...:•y o ... <~:orvoir just south of Greenfield 

in Adair County, is a secret family fun spot that 
consistently produces fi"h Kids can catch ample crappie 
and bluegills (usc small Jigs tipped with a piCce of worm) 
plus largemouth bass and channel cats. A city park 
around the tro lling-motor-only lake offers a paved path, 
playground. picnic shelter'> and d1sk golf 

Vikin~ Lake St te ParJc in Montgomery County is 
a longtime family favorite now made better due to 
improved water quality, a new restaurant, e>..panded 
campground, swimming beach, hiking trails and easy 
fishing Photos adorning the park's bait shop wall 
confirm the largemouth bass here are Junker~. Kid-; 
can catch bluegill and crappies, swim and gobble ice 
cream at the restaurant-all without leaving the park. 

Stocked channel catfish is an automatic success, and with 
Viking Lake's campground on the water and new fishing 

jetties, it's ideal for catfishing. lowodnr.gov: 712-829-2235 

Southea.-+ 1"' 

Marr Park near Ainsworth is a premier Washington 
County recreation area with its 6-acre lake. 1-acre pond, 
paved lake trail. nature center, campground. vo lleyball, 
softball, playgrounds and shelters. 
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The lake has swarms of 12· to 15-inch largemouth, blurgills 

up to 8 inches and oodles of 1 1- to 18-inch channel cats near 
the dam. The lake has a lot of fish-attracting structure. some 
vi">ible from the ">urface There is a single Jane boat ramp and 

an electric motor-only restnct10n. 
The lake trail connects with one lcacling to Ainsworth. 

I'he pond is on the comeback after it was drained, 
deepened and a fish1ng jetty installed. Nearby is a 

gazebo, new playground and rental lodge. mycountyporks 

com: 319 657-2400 

u~1SO T r~.lro 'P:~r in Lee County receives fall trout 

stocking I hat attracts hordes of anglers. and its pockets 

of cool "'ater allov. trout to grow all "ummer 
"There is a Jot of enthus1asm when people see trout 

in the summer," says fisheries biologist Chad Dolan. In 
addition to trout. the 6-acre lake ha" improving panfish 
and largemouth bas'> opportunities 

The park ca ters to families with its trail system, shore 
access and campground with cabin" mycountyporks.com 

319-463-7673 

9 1 e -c ho ·•• in West Lake Park next to I-280 and 

U . 61 111 western Davenport is the primary fishing lake 
in Scott County. The 54-acre lake holds channel catfish up 
to 20 inches and excellent numbers of largemouth bass. It 
is stocked with 2.000 trout spring and fall. All the Jake-; in 
the park have 6.5 to 7-inch bluegills. 

The park's expansive campground has primitive trails 
that connect four bluegill-laden lakes. It's a family fun 
spot with beach. concession, shelters, playgrounds, 
children's forest, universally accessible fishing pier, boat 

ramp and picnic areas. scottcountyiowo.com 563-328-3281 

Northeast Iowa 
,...eorgo ~"'-~h Memo-iaJ C"t:~•p Pa 1 is a popular family 

spot in Waterloo The 75-acre lake features plentiful 
shoreline access and sizeable populations of bluegills, 
crappies. northern pike, catfish and largemouth bass. 

Kid'> love to cast from the floating fi hing platform, 
roam the fishing jetties and burn energy at the swimming 
beach and playground. Bring your bicycles as the 
campground connects to the metro's extensive bike 
trail system that leads to shopping, restaurants and 

entertainment venues. lowadnr.gov; 379-232-5505 

("' sey 1 in Hickory Hill s Park is managed by the 

Black Hawk County Conservation Board, although it is 
located in Tama County ncar LaPorte City. 

The lake has high catch rates for largemouth bass. 
bluegills, channel catfish and crappies. Half the lake ha 
rasy s hore fishing access. Enjoy three fishing jetties and 
a fishing platform at this 37-acre lake, which is benefiting 
from watershed work to reduce sediment and improve 
water quality. 
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.. The tn.'am i prett) mall. so no need for an) pedal 
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walleyes up to 22. In the ~pnng the dam ts one of the best 

places to fish . Vbcountyconservotion.com 319 293-3532. 

Lake WapeJlo St-te ParJ· in Davis County is home to 

largemouth ba s common)} over 18 inche" 
"If you <tre lookmg to catch a b1g bass. Wapello 

is one of your best bets," says fisheries biologist 
Mark Flammang 

Bluegill and crapp1e arc abundant and will continue 
to grow. Channel catfish up to 8 pounds were recently 

sampled. Recenll) remodeled Lake Wapello offer"' a 
campground, trails, lodge, playground, swimming beach 
and cabin'>. Seven fishing jetties get anglers close to fish 

lowodnr.gov, 641-722 3371. 

East Central 
Pa~Jc Lc: ·e ' I he 26-acre Kent Park Lake is a 

longstanding family destination II orne to the Johnson 
County Con~ervat1on Board and 1h nature center. its 

paved lake trail prov1des easy shore access in addition 
to jetties and a handicap accessible area. 

Hook tnto 6- to 8-inch bluegilb. largemouth and 
channel cat. with an occasional nice-sized crappie. 

A large population of 12- to 14-inch bass is a hit vv1th kids 
The popular beach and conce~s1on stand yield 

family fun after the bobbers are slowed, and the nearby 
campground and playground provide more family 

memories Mycountyporks.com. 319 645-2315. 

Lal r -'--:d- C'•-•c n-- At 940 acre..,, Lake ~lacbride 

in johnson County has easy access to limestone shores. 
numerous fishing jetties and a handicapped acce.-,sible 

fishmg pter connected last } ear v1a sidewalk to the 
parking lot. Macbride has a strong year class of crappies 
now measuring 7 to 9 inches and growing, a bonanza of 6-
to 7-inch bluegills plus "every other spec1es imaginable," 
says fisheries biologist Paul Sleeper. 

Convenient fish cleaning stations dot each side of 
the lake A concessiOn stand and beach offer fun after 
fishing. Pedal bike trails and choose between a modern 
campground away from the lake or a primttive lakeside 
campground with playground. lowadnr.gov, 319-624-2200. 

Db o. c 1-e. EnJOY recent changes to 100-acre 
Diamond Lake in the heart of Poweshiek County, 
including a new and remodeled campground and a hard 
surface b1ke trail that connects to Montezuma. The lake 
is one of the area's most consistent fisheries with a huge 
year class of small crappies. 

Boats with electric motors arc allowed A convenient 
fish cleaning station is near the new campground 
Select spots allov .. fishing and beaching of boats at your 
campsite. Part of the lake protection project added a 
3-acre pond in the watershed, popular with anglers 

Mycountyparks com 641-623-3191 
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Central 
Sm"•J- J -1 (Ko.,.suth County). Catch bluegill, 

largemouth bas.._, crappie and channel rat on this 
59-acre impoundment that features a jetty and six piers 

or docks and trails for shore fishing. Rent kayab from 
Waters Edge Nature Center. mycountyporkscomcom, 

515 295-2138 The county park has camping with 16 new 
sites on the north "'ide of the lake. a playground. beach 
and shelters. A perk for campers is free canoeing on 

designated weekends. Take a history side trip to a war 
museum four mlle'> away 1n Algona where 10.000 German 

POWs spent WW II. Pwcampalgona.org, 515 395-2267 

n: !.. -• p C::ta•- • and t\P , ,... o·...... (Hardin 

County). Pine Lake State Park offers fishing in two 
lakes-the 69-acre upper lake and 50-acre lower lake­
plus the adjacent Iowa River. 

Enjoy fishing for largemouth bass. bluegill, crappie and 

channel catfish. Both lakes have a boat ramp and fbhing 
jetties. The lower lake has a swimming beach and shore trail. 

A popular campground on Upper Pine Lake has four 

re.,.tored depression era cabins built by the CCC below 
the spillway near the river. (wwodnrgov, 641-858-5832). 

The Iowa River i-> known for smallmouth bass. walleye 
and channel catfish. plus inner tube rentals through a private 

contractor. After rlshing, swing some clubs at Pine Lake 
Country (.lub. a nine-hole golf cour<'>e bet"'-'een the lakes. 

B ds L;)~e St arl' in Franklin County and its 

100-acre lake offers largemouth ba s. bluegills. crappies 
and channel catfish with a trail for easy access to jetties 
around the lake. Relax in the large campground with a 
pia} ground, picnic areas, swimming beach and shelters. 
A bike trai l connects the park to Hampton. Hike below a 
picturesque. cascading waterfall dam built by the CCC 

lowadnrgov, 641-456-2047 

MLSSLSSippi River 
L sine umage C' eel~ Pool9. The Village Creek boat 
launch and floating fishing platform south of Lansing in 
Allamakee County is a favorite for boaters and \\eekend 
fun seekers. Avoid crowds at the boat ramp by walking 
the new fishing sidewalk acros-> the bridge on the 
west side of Highway 76, a half-mile south of Village 
Creek boat landing. The area is an excellent bluegill and 
largemouth bass fishery, and catfish anglers have success 
around the bridge abutments early to late summer. 

ri+·- o! ,..1 e:tb ,.. P~ 0 c: Access to Bus ey 

Lake's floating dock and boat ramp above Lock and Dam 
10 provides easy family-fishing. Yellow perch fishing is 
e>-.cellent along vegetation beds. as well as for bluegill. 
crappie and northern pike. 

An accessible walkway on South River Park Drive is 
behind the DNR f1sheries station and aquarium. It is a 
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Meet new friends. test your firearm and archery sktlls. catch a few fish and 
learn how to clean them and try your hand at paddling at the Outdoor Journey 
for Gtrls summer camps. The th ree-day camps will be June 17-19 and Aug. 5-7 at 
Spnngbrook Conservation Education Center near Guthrie Center. and July 7-9 at 
Hickory Hills Park near Dysart. Along with learning basic outdoor skills. campers 
come away hunter safety certtfted. Camps are sponsored by the DNR and Iowa 
Women tn Natural Resources. Local Pheasants Forever chapters provtde full or 
partlal scholarshtps to attend. For information and to register. go to iwinrcom. 
or ca ll 515.423.4747 in central Iowa or 515.360.8712 in eastern Iowa. 
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A Father's Reflectton on Famtly Memortes 
BY HANK KOHLER PHOTOS BY BRIAN STRONER AND COURTESY HANK KOHLER 

tis a short drive to the put-in spot. Arm 
out the window, I watch fields of corn 
and beans go by, and though few farms 
grow hay these days, my nose is alert 

for the charce to smell a rocent cutting. 
I don't understand the physics of sound waves. but J 

think it's cool that while I'm going down the road at 60 
miles per hour. I can clearly hear the song of a blackbird 
or meadowlark as I pass by 

The canoe is unloaded just above the strcambank. On 
this trip, like many now. I will be alone. Our children. 
who used to accompany me on these excursions, have 
grown and moved away. It's a very special clay when one 
can join me, but this time I'm going solo. 

The list of what I take-camping gear, fishing equipment, 
food and drinks-has become routine. I caution myself to 
never take for granted how special both this place is and how 
my day wtll be. 

Leaving it all in the canoe, I drive downstream to the take-
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out. I've never had anyone bother my c;;tuff while I was gone. 
Dad told me years ago that if you can't trust a fisherman. 
who can you trust, and I guess I've been fortunate that only 
angler have noticed my unattended supplies. 

With the truck at the county park, I mention to the 
camp host that I will be on the river for the night. I don't 
want anyone to wonder if someone had troub le upstream. 

And so it begin .... Since I am nov. where I v.ill get out 
tomorrow, I need to pedal my middle-aged mountain bike 
out of the park, up the h ill and back to the canoe. The trip 
is only about 5 miles. with the last mile-and-a-half an easy, 

smooth blacktop. T he star t and longest stretch is gravel. 
hopefully packed hard, not loose with small drifts of sand. 

The incline out of the stream's valley is a bear. Geared 
\\ ay down. I pass trees and fence posts slowly, a nd then 
e-ven more slowly. Th is is my first trip of the year. Did the 
winter and passing months take too much of a toll? The 
front wheel wobbles, I hit a stone or two that I should 
have missed, but I make it. That's good I think. Satisfied 
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Top centPr Andy at aqe 25 tn June 
2006 Top ngnt Kerry, dge 9, with 
fnend C..retchPn and a ftsh named 
'Btq Ptq ·At r ght. Robyn, age 7 
hoLds a [atftsh and Kerry, 3, near 
Robyn s rock. 
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the tr ngth of th(' fi h and currl'nt of the n\ e r Ho1>c' 
of , .. alll')(' fillets lllhng m tht k1lll'l start to nsc. but 
... oon I am g ntl) r ll'a mg a bnllmnt carll't and 1h l'r 
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EXPLORE what's happening 
in Iowa's Outdoors 

FOLLOWUSON 
Face book, 

Twitte and Pinterest! 

focebook.com/iowodnr 
twitter.com/iowodnr 

pinterest.com/iowadnr 

Hike atop the scenic 
Loess Hills. Bike across 
a 13-story trail bridge. 
Explore inside a deep, 
dark cave. 

Looking for an adventure? 
Discover great trip ideas 
at traveliowa.com. 
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We Sell Minnesota 

Resorts & Campgrounds 
~inn sota's 1 Resort and 

Camp round Bro ra Since 19SO. 

\f cun ntl h ~ s r I af ordabl , 

ttr ctiV , c.ash no In osprtaltt 

busln ss s or s I In II nort rn 
I tons h n hsttn s wPj~t 

ta I or I Bn n tod I 

(21 )751·11 7 

www.realtysales.net 
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I l's .t good thing I'm a sucker for a good story, because 
I hear 111} fair share Many are excuse<.;, sob stone-. and 

wild tales told to distract me from the task at hand. 

~omctimes it seems like the most important part of 
m} job 1s simply sorting fact from fiction When docs 
an officer call B~'> Is the person completely fibbing, 

or is there some truth'> I've found there arc different 
catcgoiH's complete whopper. partial falsification and 

the ver} rare absolute truth. Whether an officer believes 
a person·.._ ston comes dO\\n to pre\'ious experience. 

t:nfortunatd}. for the t} pi cal officer. hi'> or her prcviou.., 
experience probably does not make for the most tru ... tJng 
audience. The other da} when I was driving through 
:\orth Liberty and heard a call of a "suspicious nakc·d 
man in a van," I knew I wouldn't be able to drive b} 
without "hclping" the local police sort out what \\a'> ...,urc 
to be one intcrt"o.:,tJng stor} 

When I arnvcd. two officers were standing ncar an 
old 'J oyola van with Arizona license plates. The vehicle 
was parked in someone's backyard under a shade tree. 

One of the officers was talking to a young woman. 
The woman was wearing an ankle length, wraparound 
skirt. She had piercing green eyes and rat's nest hair. 

A.., I listened to her strange story, I kept m} eye on the 
other officer \\ho was standing at the passenger s1de of the 
van, speaking with a c;;hirtless (except for a strange quilted 
vest) man who I assumed to be the "suspicious naked man 
111 a van," though he v.as no longer naked 1f he ever had 
been. The man v.as ver} thin and had bu5h} black hair 

standing out in fn.zzled curls, a straggl} black goal<'<' and 
dark eyes As1de from the vest, he also sported a pair of 
burlap pants bare!} held up by a dra\\-stnng. 

The woman told us her name was Daina, and her 
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husband was Thiago. The story goes they hacl j us t 

returned to the mainland from Hawaii In Hawaii , Thiago 
had been living in an eco-vi llage called Cindcrland, which 
was run by a man named J ezus Cindcr la nd. Producers 
from the National Geographic channel clccicled to film 
a series about the eco-villagcrs The show was about 

villagers constructing an ark du<' to Cmderland's VI sion 
of a coming flood So Thiago \\as pa1d to be par t of the TV 
series which was yet to air. Da1na mel Thiago du ring that 
lime and shortly thereafter married. 

Daina \\ent into detailed dcscnption of their 
rcligiou.., beliefs The very short ver ... ion, using Daina 's 
terminology, is the} had both been " {'\\ Age" be fore 

becoming "Born Again" Christians t\ow their mission 
wac; to convert "hippies" from "Nt"\\ Age" to "Born Again." 
Still following? ow you know how I felt. 

Daina and Thiago returned to the mainland and 
decided to set off on a journey to Utah for a "Ra inbow 
Gathering" in the Uinta Nationa l Forest. Da ina, like ly 

seeing the confused expression on my face, expla ined 
that Rainbow Gatheri ngs consis t of a bunch of "New 

Agcrs" who sometimes smoke marijuana, play g uitars 
and make friends. Because this young couple had s topped 
smoking marijuana and changed their religious be liefc; a 
couple months prior, and the refore no longer fit the mold 
of the typical Rainbower. their goal \\ ao.; to usc the Utah 
gathering as a mission trip 

Daina told us she placed an ad on Facebook to tr y to 
find a vehicle they could borrow for the summer. The ad 
v. as an ~m ered by a stranger named T on}, \\- ho sa1d he had 
a van located in Indiana. Tony offered it for free if they 
\\Ould eventually return it to him 111 Sedona. Ariz .. whe re 
he was starting a new church After l"<"lll lll g a car to get 
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THE PARK BUILT 
FRIENDS OF CEDAR ROCK 

p - r l ' rve significant 
architecture in an Iowa state park 

'Thts ts really a umque park. We don't really have parks dedicated 
to someone's house and archttecture" says jerry Reistnger. 
retired DNR state parks supervisor and director of Friends of 
Cedar Rock. The group of 40 history and architecture afi.cLOnados 
has worked since 2003 to protect and preserve Cedar Rock. a 
unique home butlt along the Wapstpimcon River tn the 1940s 
by legendary archttect Frank Lloyd Wright Donated by ongmal 
owners Lowell and Agnes Walter Ln 1981. the house's mter.o" 
destgn all fur1tture. carpets. drapenes and accessones were 
chosen by Wnght htmself -rematns Lntact "All those O"Lgtrals 
are stlll there Its truly ltke tt's been mothballed from day one: 
says Retstnger And that's what draws Wriqht followers and 
archttecture buffs from aro~nd northeast Iowa. ltke fundrcnsmg 
dtrector Carl Thurman. to the fnends group We need to preserve 
the hentage and archttectural htstory~ says Thurman. who has 
photographed all of Wnght's butldtngs Ln the US 'Thts house 
was buLlt to be at the cuttmg edge of modern archttecture Ln 
the 1940s. but tt's sttll fasonating people" However. 60-some 
years wtll take a toll on even the best maintatned homes. Wnght 
also designed a boat house for the Walters along the Wapsi. 
complete wtth office space and bunks above the boat storage 
Wnght only designed a handful of these river pavilLOns. and not 
all were butlt. maktng the boat house archttecturally stgmfi.cant 
In need of restoratton-especially the masonry-the friends 
group set out to rat~e $16.000 to help wtth repatrs Now they re 
neanng thetr revtsed goal of $160.000 'To ratse all the money 
LS a pretty stgmfi.cant benchmark for us. says Alltson York the 
group's prestdent Wtth a htstoncat property theres always 
somethtng that needs fu<Lng or preservtng· The group also helps 
draw attentton to the park through events ltke Strawberry Moon. 
vtsttors· only crance each year to see the house ut up at mght. 
home toLrs. nver float trips. and the annual Afternoon W,th 
Frank Lloyd Wright. featunng guest speakers lectunng on Wnght 
and archttec.ture 'The restoration of the nver pavtlton LS a project 
that would not be tn the works wtthout the dedtcatLOn of the 
Fnends of Cedar Rock:· says park staff Katie Hund ·cedar Rock 
is tncredtbly lucky to have such a dedicated and loyal group to 
support this unique example of Wnght's Usonian architecture" 

Find a volunteer project or post your own event at 
wwwLOwadnr.gav/valunteer or call SlS-725-8261 

MONARCH HABITAT 
'tAT 

HIGHLAND ELEMENTARY, WATERLOO 
_ 10 { ~ .llu p a. p n I ~U tJ 

critical monarch habitat 

The bright wtngs of the monarch come to mind for many Iowans 
when they hear the word butterfly but drasttcally decltmng 
populatLOns mean that some younq Iowans have never seen 
the once wtdespread colorful Lnsect After readtng an arttcle on 
the monarchs' plight and nottctng the lack of butterfltes Ln her 
area. Waterloo ktndergarten teacher Elatne Brown wanted to do 
somethtng-her schooL Htghland ElemPntary. had a praLne. after 
all-so she called Dave Wtlltams at the Umverc;tty of Northern 
Iowa's Tallgrass Pratne Center Wtlllams helped studentc; create 
and seed the 1-acre praLne back tr 2007 and toddy he grows 
500 butterfly mtlkweed and 500 swamp mtlkweed p.ants to 
attract monarchs. Mtlkweed plants-once wtdespread on the 1owa 
pratne but now also decltmng-are cntical habttat for monarchs. 
as monarch caterptllars feed only on mtlkweed. and monarchs lay 
eggs only on milkweed. As an Earth Day project last year more 
than 500 Highland students planted the young milkweeds and 
listened to Williams speak about monarch biology and milkweed. 
"We're getting schools to thtnk about nattve vegetatton and 
polltnators. Many kids don't get the opportumty to see these 
plants first-hand:· says Willtams. "It would be a huge loss if we lost 
monarchs. We have the opportunity to restore these ltttle patches 
and use Lt as an educational platform" Other schools took notice of 
the Htghland effort and an Eagle Scout project to restore the Peet 
Jumor Htgh pratrie in Cedar Falls followed. along wtth other school 
pratne plantmgs tn Cedar Falls and janesvtlle and near the Denver 
Publtc Ltbrary Calls have come Ln from as far as Des Mmnes The 
Htghland students tled the event to classroom work on butterfltes 
and Brown hopes to soon use the pratne to study the butterfly 
ltfe cycle first-hand. ·we want to tncrease the habltat so we can 
study natural butterft.tes:· she says ']ust knowtng that we're trymg 
to do our part to bnng monarchs back-lllke expostng the ktds to 
thtnktng about how to help the envtronmenr 
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