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‘WeedRazer

Tools for controlling Aquatic vegetation

made for removing submerged weeds

Clears Your Lake or |
Pond Weeds in Minutes

7/

WeedRazers.com ‘
Today!

Using the |
Weed Razer
is simple:

! Clears a path Hin
48" wide- 2. Let it sinl |
' returns weed free! -

Toll Free: 877-356-6455 « www.WeedRazers.com |

Crw}i@ the Heartland of America

1 & 2-Day Mississippi River Cruises
ThedexghtmﬂwenwstnchiyappdnﬂdRanattobehmﬂwdma L
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“all 1-800-331-14

www.RiverboatTwilight.¢
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2. DAY CRUISE b
Departs Quad Cities, Duernlght
in Dubuque, IA & Return ™™

1-DAY CRUISE

Departs Dubuque North to
Guttenberg, IA & Return~
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MUSIC ®* ART* NATURE

Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge
FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2015

Tickets are $50/person

/. tA¢scea e an outdoor concert by Big Blue Sky and ,F'- i
7 Spirit of Place exhibit by artist, Michael Wilson ‘%-‘*
71 by L
/_.4 3 e the butterfly garden and Tallgrass Trail _~
7 while sampling local lowa wines AR
i

<M

FVauder the Visitor Center & get to know the 5 ifi
stewards of our refuge | 7
- f I.\ul‘

. 3:.*’!'('!‘ a sumptuous meal provided by local '_“
restauranteur Magg Family Catering e

{ sAreced ée nature through a guided twilight prairie walk -'--d'\
i ;"l
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For more information go to '3
www.tallgrass.org or call 515-994-2918 ¥
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Hosted by 5{

Friends of Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge

PO Box 114 * Pralrie City 1A * 50228-01 14
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ABOARD THE RIVERBOAT

TWILIGHT

Cruising May through October
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American Ideals Light the Way «:s,
YOU MUST ACT FAST!

ABSOLUTELY LIMITED TO 8,000 WORLDWIDE!
American Innovation that Clicks wltllColledmﬂ

In a Collectibles Market First, two American icons unite to bring you
the Let Freedom Light the Way Zippo® Collection. Featuring the soaring K '

eagle artwork of legendary American artist Ted Blaylock emblazoned on

a brushed brass Zippo lighter, each limited edition pays tribute to the
blazing ideals that have made this country greal. Proudly made in the USA,
each windproof lighter arrives in a Zippo® -branded individual gift box.

A custom glass covered display case — a $100 value — is yours for the

mmpmuagmmﬂummmam
eagle and flag emblem.

AMSMI!WW—WM |

Strong demand is expected for this one-of-

a-kind collection alight with patriotic pride

and limited to only 8,000 collections. Act now

to acquire each of the eight editions (seven

lighters and display) at the $39.99* issue price,

payable in two installments of $19.99 each, |
backed by our 365-day money-back guaraniee, l
You'll receive one edition about every other |
-ul.\’u-qc-ulﬂq-elqm
-.Hnmnl; usi
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\uthentic Zippo®" windproof lighters
with Ted ml)m‘lqk artwork

Distinctive bottom stamp
suthenticates sach

$100 value glass covered display case lighter as a genuine
. Lippo® windproof lightes
with cagle and flag emblem re ’

1IPPO Z:Pm and h

Lighters officially licensed,
1 — lifetime guaranteed by Zippo® | mited States and in m entiries
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hances lowa's outdoors, Call Kim Rasler at 515-725-8440
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W - Herltage
' Cuckoo Clock

A\ Bradiord Exchange Exclusive

o

Classically stvled cuckoo clock

Over One
root Tall!

-

.-"_fl.

showcases Greg Alexander’s

nature artwork

w

Hand-cast and hand-painted
clock embellished with bas
rcliel leaves and pine trees

inspired by Old-World styling

-

Precision timepicce features accurate

quartz movement and decorative pine

cone weights

o ]

Fully hand-cast, hand-painted bust ol a

10 Iminl huck crowns the top

."itrittl_'.' limited edition...order now!

A\ classic
ACt now 1o acquire your Woodland

Heritage Cuckoo Clock at the 1ssue

price, pavable in four intercst-rce

i l:lrpillg
‘mil L-Hi hinf
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hour installments of $31.25. for a total ol
2125.00% Your purchase 158 nsk-ree
backed by our A65-day monev-back
LA rANIc "‘l!‘ll‘t 1100 RNy QRO NA il:"l
complete and mail the Reservation

"‘-["F"'“i ation toxday so vou don’'t miss out!

www. bradlordexchange.com/deercuckoo
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DEPARTMENTS
9 Together

. Pass along outdoor traditions
during the Great American
Campout in June; discover the
Jun of lowa Bike Month; learn
what to do when encouutmlgf'
wildlife babies; turn leaky,
waders into comfy camp ch

12 Outdoor®

Light the way with this

lantern; map your way to bett
fishing with a new online atlas, it
z€am ttps to pu‘ more c? *_;A ica ny .' :.I .‘ .:;..‘:‘ 14
in the bucket. b |

B

1
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14 Lost in Iowa™

The Meskwaki settlement and %
powwow are draws in Tama
County, but that’s not all this
central Towa area offers. Union
Grove State Park will keep &
the outdoor spmtjancmg, toa ¥

-JI

61 Wild 'fj-tusme.« .

or the golﬁng, ﬁf _
at the Rathbuu La' 2

: plﬂ?ﬂt 5 PR S ABOLWESTHE COVER
has the most saphtstzcat atra o i AT ' _ Inatradition spanaing centuries, 3 Meskwaki
system in the ﬁlﬂ‘ﬂf .- " | o | " performs sopg@nd dance spawned by the
; Ao - L ' Native AMBREIRS" religlous and social beliefs
DBSSEﬁﬁﬂWﬁ thretoh generations ‘x"-.'“:.-'af Was
pistoritally a celebration during har *
Befare winter, the annual event near Ta
S draws tribal members and visitars from 3l
e carpers of the country. The 101st annual event
s Aug: 6-9 at the Meskwaki Powwow Groun ds
. on Battleground Road in Tama. 641,484.4678;
meskwoki powwaw.com.
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26 Turkey Vulture _
L NEst Ganmge & &4

. _'-:_*-,' Follow the life of a turkey vulture chick throug h
- thelensof nature photographer Roger Hill

BY ALAN FOSTER
PHOTOS BY ROGER HILL

. Paddle alongside the raptar guru known as

% A ;‘ankman as he explores lowa's first Globally
n ..'r l

portant Bird Area along the Mississippi River.
~ STORY AND PHOTOS BY BRIAN GIBBS

erized bj}" ;

e %c Ecology
&lve

See what DNR biologist to chase lowa’s

n'u: ecretive, hidden wildlife species.

uvglﬂm’ KRALICEK
PH scoumsvh’ LY POOLE

e

B . Destinations

“lowa fisheries biologists pinpoint the
places you simply must take the kids
for top-notch fishing.

BY ONR FISHERIES BIOLOGISTS

earller days on the rver and the still- vivid -'

memories made with his Childrens=-=
BY HANK KOHLER

. PHO - ' BRIAN srml




Together

PHOTOS BY BEN CURTIS

ACTIVITIES, TIPS AND EVENTS FOR THE WHOLE FAM

REGISTER o
RAISE MONEY
or NWF
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I { Stargaze. |

Turn down the volume

The fire
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he Cross of Lorratne is still affixed atop Broadlawns Hospital in Des
Motnes. A century ago it was the symbol the public and health experts
rallied behind tn an epic battle against the most devastating disease of all
time. (The symbol is still the logo for the American Lung Association.)

The disease went by many names—white death, consumption, and
later, tuberculosts. It was a disease that killed one tn seven of all humans
through history. As a deadly enemy, we knew little about it except what it
did—wasting away its pale victims. But we were tgnorant how it attacked
For more than a thousand years our best and brightest believed it was
hereditary, Even when appearing in clusters of people exposed to it, the
disease wasn't deemed contagious, This (s like finding an arrow-riddled
body and proclatming death from natural causes

But even a betuddled understanding led to some positives. Many
diagnosed with the disease headed for the hills and other natural
preserves. The ancient Greeks and Americans in the early 1900s sought
pure atr and nature as a cure

The fact thetr impatred lungs functioned better away from polluted
city air provided the illusion of a cure, But traveling to mountalns, deserts

and natural areas was often beyond the fitnances of many. Thts created
demand for cities to develop local parks and sanatoriums. Parks were not
seen as a luxury, but a necessity, providing "islands of fresh air” In New
York City, Central Park was known as the “lungs of the city.

A century ago, one out of every 170 Americans lived in a sanatarium,
while thousands more across the Midwest added sleeplng porches to
homes. Today, infrastructure created to address tuberculosis still serve
Whitle sanatortums at Oakdale in lowa City and Broadlawns Hospttal tn
Des Moines quarantined infected individuals, today they house critical
medical and public health programs. The State Hygienic Laboratory
at Oakdale may be mji::lhrm.ln County, but tt serves all lowans through
disease detection, environmental monitoring and newborn screening

As antiblotics started to save lives (half of all people with active TB
once expected to die within five years) the need for sanatoriums dwindled
and they became campuses, hotels, resorts and ski lodges

By 194/, lowa led the nation with the lowest TB death rate. This was
accomplished by realizing its contagious nature and taking action such
as historic public health efforts on eliminating public a‘mttnm; sneeze
suppression, the introduction of disposable Kleenex tissues, higher hem
lines (away from contaminated soil) and a campalgn di]amat beards that
were viewed 3s germ havens

Another preventative approach was open atr schools. In Des Moines
for example, open atr schools were created in 1914 for students deemed
‘underwelght” or pf L]S!_EJ“L; unhealtthy

Those proclaiming a natural cure were correct, although tt wasn't fresh
atr. Nature, however, was where Selman Waksman, a Rutgers University
microblologist, found a strange organtsm’ (streptomuycin) living tn the
soil that attacked other microbes. He isolated it and thus found an unlikely
cure against the Captain of Death while offering another example of
nature comung to our rescue

M LANE ts a nationally recognized authority on public health and
physical activity. He is past president of the lowa Association for
Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance,
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Helping adults answer

children’s nature questions |
BY A. JAY WINTER 1

A. Jay Winter educates up to 20,000 lowa children
each year as the DNR's training specialist at !

the Springbrook Conservation Education Center.

£ 75

—

JACK IN IOWA CITY ASKS

What do | do if | find an
(njured .- abandoned animal?

!-

=, v

r e

Il' vou find an animal baby that appears to be
on its own, don’t worry. Generally, one of its
parents 1s nearby, watching. They're teaching
their offspring to be independent, and in the
case of danger, some animal parents will take
olf 1n order to create a distraction away from
their young.
Many people “rescue” wildlife babies they
believe to be abandoned. But when you take
that rabbit out of the nest or that raccoon out
of the tree, you're taking that baby away from
its parents, its natural setting and a chance to
live in the wild. Many times, taking an animal out
of the wild greatly reduces its chances of survival.
However, if vou know for a fact that the
babies’ parent has died, or if it’s clear the
animal 1s injured, a wildlife rehabilitator can
help. Rehabilitators receive extensive training,
including an apprenticeship, to learn how to
care for animals and reintroduce them to the
wild. They know when to feed them, how to
feed them, how to treat injuries and they have
the space and equipment to house the animals.
Find a list of rehabilitators at iowadnr.gov.

Search for “rehabilitators.™
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DIY cy ‘
avo Camp Stool

Fish in style or lounge around the campfire with this twist on
the common three-legged stool. We took an old pair of leaky
fishing waders—destined for the trash—and substituted it for
the traditional leather seat material.

HERE'S WHAT'S NEEDED

1 I:!I:I"'"‘ : |lj.'lI !‘:'1::’1'-.!.'{1':[1 .Iillll\‘:pt:‘ 3

(enough for three 24 pleces)
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Outdo or Skills

PHOTOS BY JAKE ZWEIBOHMER

NOWS TO EN

IANCE YOUR OUTDOOR FUN

Fishing Atlas

In muddy water : g e C "
crappte rely more N | L ¥
on sound, vibrations and odor RN\ | |
to find food. Thus, they usually
respond better to live baits because
they can hone in on the scent. If

using Jigs, try spray, paste or solid scent
attractants. As for colors, use black brown
dark blue, dark red or a yellow/white combo

]I |J'-\'H i |.-1]|r] ~-|n',|t-._ Zf!z \'-.‘:'I in Vi |!|4 ()1 _11.|!Ii.-'I"1 I],h' ]H'uf: C1

cursing as thewr favorite hangouts— Use it to plan fishing trips
ietties, bank hides, tree piles, rock with road maps, lake amenities
reefs and mounds—are revealed in-+ and topography

a new online fishing atlas available Ssome anglers use GPS

to find fish sti

P ——

loading

it E % ¥ SEaatacil arhu
{1 WWellt 11 LAl 11 | 1251001

Darwin GPS units
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Bruce, DNR fisheries technician “ishing atlas.”
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Ask e Expert

BY KAREN GRIMES

Sandy in Monona County asks:

IOWADNE 13
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Lost In Iowa

BY JENNIFER WILSON PHOTOS BY CLAY SMITH

Ln lowa’s progressive history.

D riving east on highway 30 in Tama County after a spring
rain, the landscape gently shifts. Tree-shorn farmland
reverts to a more wooded incarnation. Old growth trees
lollow gentle slopes to open wetlands, with standing water
in some places. During a rainy lowa jag, the land is sopping
and sloppy, soaking up water as it should

A satellite map of this drive shows a wide buffer of trees
along the lowa River, though this i1s mostly farm country.
Subtle, natural details like these are a sign you're among
the 8,000 or so acres of settlement land of the Native
American Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi River

Modern lowans know them as the Meskwaki, owners
of the casino just west of Tama. Their name means People
of the Red Earth. But now they hold this lowa River land
1NN Sa( 1':'1] esteem. .‘1I|fl 1l|t'_'\.1!'l' kkns'kjn_u 10 better protect 1
Lthrough their sovereign government. You can learn the
history from a small settlement museum, or casino displays,
or even in an old Lincoln Highway restaurant in Tama

You can wander this river valley where the Meskwaki

14 10WA OUTDOORS MAY / JUNE 2015

In Iowa..we found peace.

- %1 %

Tama County has a rejuvenated state park with
a secret admtrer and lightly traveled state
preserves. But this place where the Meskwaki
settled (s also home to one of the best chapters

found peace after long yvears of war, including a state
park that’s been mysteriously revived in the wake of
a destructive storm

But the wandering is best when you start with the
story ol two cousin tribes, and a quietly dramatic

testament to the just heart of lowa Past.

The journey to lowa

'he Meskwaki people are of Algonquian origin from the
Fastern Woodland culture areas. (Early explorers called
them Fox, but that’s only one clan of the Meskwaki.)

[ he Meskwaki fought the French in the Fox Wars,
resisting the encroachment of white fur traders they first
encountered in the mid 1600s. Though eventually defeated
by the French and their Indian allies, Meskwaki warriors
fought so fiercely that King Louis XV signed an order for
their extermination—the only time in history a full army
targeted a single tribe.

By the late 1700s, only a handful of Meskwaki remained




PP, give thanks to the spirits, but also pass

4.2 Jiap” on ancestral traditions and beliefs. Tribal
= members start learning the dance almost
s 33 500N as they can walk.




Annual Meskwaki Powwow Aug 6-9, 2015)

This yearly gathering on the powwow grounds within lowa’s ?’r“

only Indian settlement originated from traditional Meskwaki

social and religious beliefs, starting with weeklong “Field

Days” that began tn 1902 and were open to the public, with

dancing, games and horse racing. Visitors today will see

generations-old dances in full colorful regalia that once took -
place during the corn harvest—symbolizing reaffirmation Tribathistorign

and hope, wnrship and kinship. juhnathan 3 ffalu
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| Gathering with their Sauk (or Sac) cousins, they roamed At this point, something unusual—and fairly amazing—

| along the Upper Mississippi River looking for home, just as happened
American colonists seeking independence from Britain were I'hose Meskwakis living in Kansas decided to return

| doing the same. Many natives settled in lowa lo rejoin the tribe members back in lowa, where they

| [n 1805, the Meskwaki and Sauk signed the first of felt a sense of belonging. Returning to the state, Chiel

| many treaties designed to push them off land that white Mamenwaneke presented to Gov. James Grimes a sum of

| settlers wanted. (The treaties grouped these related-but- 5735 from tribal families in Kansas, with the request to
distinct tribes together as one, the Meskwaki, and that buy a piece of land thev could call their own,
reneralization continues today). After the bloody Black T'hat collection would eventually turn into the first

| Hawk War, the Meskwaki were reluctantly relocated to an 80 acres ever purchased by a tribe in the United States,
east central Kansas reservation in 1845 A f.'HI+|I1‘._*.1 to Buffalo

“But actually,” says Meskwaki tribal historian

| Johnathan Buffalo, “we never left. Individually, there was Coming home
| alwavs Meskwaki lowa " S Il bands hid in the state | he s Jeps] (] \AT \ o the v levra b
| dalway V1¢ LWakKkl 1n 1owa mall Dant 111 1N LIe La Lt ne state legisialure passed a law .l|]H~'~|!],-H the Meskwaki
| for vears, surviving along the lowa and Des Moines rivers to live and buy land in lowa—even as the U.S. government
| ; : , j ,

despite v :1]'f_"~' governmental attempts to round them Lp irted to force the tribe back south DY withholding treaty
‘ ind force them to Kansas right annuities. (Annuities are annual payments from the
| [n 1856, the U1.S. government attempted to move the federal government. established by treaties. in return for
|
| Meskwaki again, this time to Oklahoma taking native ancestral land)
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The word powwow
originated from the Native
American word “powwaw,’
meaning ‘spiritual leader’
They are a chance for tribal
members to meet, dance,
sing, socialize and honor
their culture. While some
are private, the annual

b Meskwaki powwow is open

to the public. There is an

¥ admission fee.




*SOURLCES




'Wd

Visiting the Paha

When in the area, visit Casey's Paha State Preserve
in northeastern Tama County, shown below. Paha
means high ground” in Native American lanquage
ana is a ridge formed by glacial till, clay and loess
Casey’s Paha (s a 175-acre preserve that highlights
a half-mile portion of a 2.5 mile long elongated
hill. Wind blown silt or loess tops the ridge and
reaches 40 feet deep in areas. The deposits
beneath the loess are all that remain of older
glacial materials. It is an erosional remnant of a
higher, once-continuous glacial plain. The preserve
(s an important stopover for migrating warblers
and waterfowl.

UNION GROVE

W STATE PARK

MESKWAKI
SETTLEMENT

i
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block of Meskwaki Road. (There's another one 1n the casino).
Last year, the Meskwaki celebrated the 100th anniversary of
their huge and popular powwow

[here's more to :"~;|1llr]l' in the county as well,
Outdoorsy tvpes will want to check out Casev’s Paha State
Preserve, a forested preserve on the arching back of a
large, elongated, whale-shaped hill known as a paha, the
Dakota word for ridge or hill

“To truly appreciate the magnitude of the whole
paha—some three miles long by one mile wide—onq
needs to drive around its perimeter on backcountry roads
as well as walk into the interior of the preserve on foot,”
says state ecologist John Pearson. “Although moderately
large at 175 acres and part ol the Lh['_’-._‘,t'I' 665-acre Hickory
Hills Park, the preserve and park are only a small fraction
of the landform atop of which they ride.”

Walk the subtle arch of this rounded landform for a barnacle’s
eve glimpse of a “whale’s back” breaching in the larger landscape
in northeastern Tama County, 13 miles south of Waterloo.

lhere's also Mericle Woods State Preserve, one of the
state’'s most lightlv visited, on 132 acres of a quiet old oak

lorest tucked 1into a valley and containing an abundance ol

wildflowers and some trees that are more than 200 years old,

1]]1':'1' miles Hc.IT'!!]H'x'Hl Ol 'Inlq-r|n 111 Hnlll]it'l'l] l;iEH.i County

“It protects a woodland whose preservation was
initiated by a previous generation of landowners, setting
aside the forest and only minimally using it as part of
the farm that originally surrounded it,” says Pearson

Continue north on County Road T47 for about a half-hour
to Union Grove State Park, around manmade 110-acre Union
Grove Lake, in northwest Tama County. Ringed on one side
by private cabins of a mostly retiree population, the 300-acre
park on the other side includes three miles of dirt and grass
trail that passes along the dam, a pine plantation, re-established
prairie and Union Falls waterfall (the path is rugged and steep,
and good for birding). A 200-acre wildlife area adjacent to the
property i1s open for hunting pheasant and deer.

Straight-line winds 1n 2011 sheared off 284 trees
around the lake, radically changing its appearance.
The up side of the damage was a renewed effort to
refresh the properties and redevelop older properties

['he belle of the ball 1s a brand-new Craftsman-style
cabin built, according to park manager Roger Thompson,
with a donation from a “secret Santa” who's determined to
put Union Grove State Park on the map.

“The cabin was financed by a private individual who
prefers to remain anonvmous,” says Thompson

The pretty little place sleeps four comfortably, with
heated concrete floors, Kitchenette, and rolling barn doors
Construction begins on another within the next year

Across the lake, Thompson points to the area that
once housed a boat concession, "My Secret Santa wants
to bring it back,” he says. Paddlers already skimming
across the lake seem to love its quiet, no-wake waters

“This lake is seriously a great kid fishing lake. You
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can always catch something,” Thompson says. A sand

beach across the way is busy and clean

In the distance, wind turbines turn slowly in the
breeze. Some grumble it ruins the view, but it looks
modern and picturesque from the porch of a brand-new
cabin in a revitalized park in a county that feels like
something different is stirring. From the Meskwaki
raising bison and addressing water quality and planting
an organic garden to share and grappling with cross-
pollination, to the regeneration of an old lake front.

[t calls to mind something Johnathan Buffalo said about
Meskwaki spiritual practice, which he likened to quantum
physics, when pressed for a religious comparison.

“When we say everything is related, we're not saying it
because it's noble or Indian-sounding,” says Buffalo. “It’s
because we are all related in the same way of quantum physics,

right down to the smallest molecule you can measure.”

TRIP NOTES
Annual Meskwaki Powwow. Turn south at the Meskwaki
Casino exit and follow the colorful signs to the four-day

evenlt. Meskwokipowwow.com

Union Grove State Park. Picnic shelters are all within sight
ol the lake, many are shaded. 26 campsites, 7 with electric
hookups. Primitive restrooms. Cabin S75 per night or 5450

per week

Meskwaki Bingo Casino Hotel. Gaming, as well as five
dining options, hotel, a spa and the occasional live show.
800-728-4263; meskwaki.com

Meskwaki History Museum. Open weekdavs 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., group tours by appointment. 300 block of Meskwaki
Road, north side of the parking lot of the tribal center
641-484-3185.

Matchstick Marvels. [owa artist Patrick Acton glued more
than 4 million wooden matchsticks into 65 detailed scale
models of world-famous architecture and more. Many
pieces have gone on to be featured in Ripley’s Believe

[t or Not museums around the world. See several in

this downtown Gladbrook museum. Admission charged
641-473-2410; matchstickmarvels.com

King Tower. In Tama, not on settlement land, this old
Lincoln Highway eatery serves belly-filling road food
with house-made specials regularlv. An odd collection of
Meskwaki portraits and some vintage-looking paintings
decorate the walls, with a few artifacts in a display case at
the counter (641-484-5970),

Casey’s Paha State Preserve. 319-266-6813: iowadnr.gov

Mericle Woods State Preserve. 641-752-5521; iawadnr.gov #
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Wildlife photographer Roaer Hill tracked the life of a pair
of turke%vultures, most notably their offsdprln_g. Every day for nearly
two months tn 2012 and 2013, Hill quietly slipped into an pld barn ne rhis
home in Roland, climbed to the rafters and photographed the progression of a
turkey vulture nest, from the day two speckled white and brow eggs were lai
the sole-surviving offspring left the nest never to return. I

BY ALAN FOSTER PHOTOS BY ROGER HILL (8
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Large burds require large nest sites, and vultures
frequently use spacious cavities found within
rotting trunks of aging trees. Vultures also nest
in abandoned farm buildings—especially across
lowa’s less timbered interior, such as this old
barn in Story County. Located in hay lofts or
attics of retired wooden corn cribs, nests are
often situated in dimly lit corners where rafters
or crude board shelving provide a platform for
€ggs and young.




shortly before hatch.

Muysteriously, one egg vanished without
a clue after the first chick hatched.

Both years, the adults laid two
eggs. And both vears, one eggp
mysteriously disappeared shortly
after the first chick hatched. “I
never found a shell the day that it
hatched. The one time | ol there
in the afternoon and one hatched
I'he other time [ got there in the
morning—around 10 o'clock—and
they had hatched. Both times

the two eggs were there the day
before,” hatch Hill says. “Both
times there was just one chick
there,” the day of hatch. In both
cases, there were never any signs
of egg shells, blood or anything
like that.” What happened to the
second e £r e IS a mystery, L{i\.'t_'n
life k'}.’i‘|l' habits indicate vultures
generally lay two eggs and raise

WO young

appmmmatelg a week and a half
after hatch. The neck and crop is extended,
tndicative of a recent feeding.

T'he vulture chick quickly accepted
Hill's presence and tolerated the
brief intrusions. “I checked it the
day it hatched and took photos. |

photographed it every day for 55 days

until it flew the nest. It saw more of me
" he jokes

Hill's visits were usually early morning

=

than its parents, [ suppose

or middle of the afternoon so as not to
disturb feeding.

Both times when Hill arrived at the
barn the day of hatch, the chick’s

breast and neck area was swollen. and

“seemed to have been fed. It appeared

to have a half an orange or grapefruit in

1its neck,” Hill remembers. “Come back

six to eight hours later and that bulge
would be gone and he'd be back to

having a wrinkled neck.”

Although the barn showed ample
sign of raccoons—a notorious egg |
predator—DNR wildlife experts

don’t believe they were the

culprits. “You could go up in that

barn every single night around 10, l
11 o'clock and shoot a coon,” Hill
recalls. Raccoon scat was plentiful.
If that was the case, raccoons
would have gotten to the eggs long
before hatch, says wildlife research
supervisor Willie Suchy. One can
only wonder what happened to the
second egy.

approximately
three weeks old,
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a lttle more than a month old
Having kept (ts white color well into its
fourth week, the young bird (s starting

to gain some black feathers

that first day. The next day | never Saw them agan”

MUl says.

)

L

ame oyt of the bar to

the vulture
pst for the final time it was only around

approximately s weeks old. The
juvenile s losing more white down. By now
the youngster (s highly mobile

“When the head area 1S white but
the rest of the body (s black, those were
the last days before it left” HIll says
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Vultures eat primarily carrion—dead
and decomposing animal flesh

And while they prefer freshly dead
animals, they often have to wait for
their meal to emit gases for location
and for the tissue to soften in order
to pierce the skin. “Crows eat the
lirst day and the vultures eat later
on down the week,” Hill recalls. An
exceptional immune system and strong
stomach acid allows vultures to eat
decomposing {lesh without contracting
the diseases associated with eating
rotten meat—salmonella, cholera and
botulism. A super-sensitive sense of
smell allows turkey vultures to locate
decomposing flesh up to a mile away.
['heir sense of smell is so acute, natural
gas companies often rely on turkey
vultures to detect suspected pipeline
leaks by adding a “carrion-like odor” to

[1]:‘ I]1|H1 Il'h-,‘-. gas

shortly after hatch,

Although adults do little to
defend their nest, startled
vultures eject a vile stream
of partially digested food
at their threat. The smell
alone is usually enough

to discourage further
advances from intruders.

[ he regurgitated substance
1S foul smelling and can
sting if directed at the face
O eyes, b, ]
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Turkey vui _ it prefer '

to lay their in natural ¢ S. & q
Large birds require large nestSiles, and

_» wvultures frequently use spacious cavities
fo within rotting trunks of aging trees.
Along the bluff-shrouded corridor of the

- . .. Wpper Mississippi River, turkey vultures

may nest in natural shallow caves found

” on yertical walls of limestone cliffs. Ever
e ©  resourceful, vultures also find nest sites
%, in abandoned farm buildings—especially
J }i %' across lowa's less timbered interior.
s AN Located in barn hl"ﬂﬁ! or attics of
The first year Hill NWW" - v retired w - cribs, nests are
;ﬂ“t‘:_:ﬂﬂ;“m;;'g% \t A/ ongng in dimly lit corners where
The next year. the sole-survivisiy ., n L or crude board shelving provide a
chick left in 55 days. \\\ 4 " ",‘ F "r* “ Ial[grm‘ﬁ'r cggs and young.
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National Monument called the Sny

~ Magill Unit. it preserves at least 106

"

one lotation

_ mounds
group in

mounds. three bear mounds.
six linear mounds and 95 conical

mounds. including & 2. 500-gear -old
red octhre mound And red-talled
hawks frequent the area.
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sending tiny flashbulbs across the smooth waters. Tree
frogs call alongside the long trills of American toads. A
vellow warbler melds into the sun, and once when my
paddle blade scuffs the water, the tremulous sound of
wood ducks echo through the darkening backwaters. A
}Tll]l‘-_‘._{l'.l'_". _';;ILIIL';IEVEH‘I' wheezes overhead and red-bellied
'l."l.LH}t“}l‘t'i{l'I"h drum downstream.

Storm clouds grow overhead in the evening heat while
the dark backs of red-winged blackbirds and grackles fill
the trees. For days, a south wind graced their backs and
now, in true blackbird cacophony, they celebrate spring's
arrival. A few hundred vards ahead, an elevated landform
stands above water. Paddling closer, I notice dozens of
earthen mounds adorning the top of the island. I realize
['ve finally arrived at the Sny Magill Unit of Effigy
Mounds National Monument

Containing more than 100 Native American mounds,
the Sny Magill Unit preserves the largest concentration
of burial mounds in the United States. The mounds
were constructed during the woodland period (2,500
to 700 years ago) and were used for ceremonial and
burial purposes. Today, the mounds are still considered
ceremonial and sacred by Native Americans and provide
a confluence of where the spiritual world is linked to a
diverse natural world

A thunderstorm rolls over the bluffs and drops rain
onto the mounds. | take refuge under a gnarly bur oak
and wait the storm out until a sunlit rainbow blooms
in the sky. Yellow shafted flickers and red-headed
woodpeckers undulate over the mounds. The cool air
dances with warm river air until enough water vapor and
cooling creates an eerie white fog. Softly, the fog crawls
upriver, ever so slowly extending its gentle fingers over
this ancient place. Before departing, | rest beside a
swamp white oak that shields a large conical mound.

My feet glow white in the mist and in the deep cobalt sky
as a 10-million year-old song bugles from two sandhill
cranes, Their haunting call echoes over the river and
above the whale-backed blufis into the ghostly beauty

of time. This kayak trip is etched in my memory and
provides me a clear picture of why bird researcher Jon

Stravers told me to venture here

AJ I i = |

llador +bho \AMimaA r s N It
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Jon Stravers’ love for birds dates to 1974 when he
discovered a nesting red-phased screech owl in his
backyard. The bird’'s quiet behavior provided a perfect
study for Jon and his two small children, Lisa and Jon-
Jon. Stravers' curiosity about the bird led him to his first
communication with Gladys Black, already a well-known,
spirited voice for lowa's birds. Always resourceful, she
took time to answer his phone call and even sent him a
handwritten letter about the natural history of screech
owls. Little did Stravers know her kind act would “light
the spark” for his raptor affinity
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Stravers kept in touch with Black and accompanied

her on several field trips where the two searched for
shoreside raptor nests at Lake Red Rock. The magic of
finding nesting raptors and documenting their life cycles
was an instant hook. Black quickly became his mentor
and the two migrated into an enduring friendship.

At her urging, Stravers attended an lowa Ornithologist
Union meeting in 1976. After hearing state ecologist
Dean Rosa talk about lowa’s endangered species and
the raptor work he was conducting, Stravers introduced
himself. The two hit it off, and in the fall of 1977, he
accompanied Rosa to his banding and trapping station
on Malarkey Ridge near Wexford in Allamakee County.
['he surrounding landscape was incredibly rugged
and Stravers experienced his first encounter with red-
shouldered hawks. “Once [ saw the courtship flight and
habitat of red-shouldered hawks, I was hooked, I was
ready,” recalls Stravers.

[F'or the next 37 vears, Stravers conducted raptor research
worldwide, including trapping golden eagles in the mountains
of Nevada and banding raptors in New Mexico. Yet every
vear, the mystery of the red-shouldered hawk drew him back
to Sny Magill Creek on the upper Mississippi.

“The Sny Magill complex is the center of the universe
because 1t contains a wonderful interspersion of water and
ancient forest, The mystery of the mounds blends with the
magic of an incredibly diverse bird community,” he explains. |

Bilg Blue Sky—Mustc For BLras

[oday, from April through July, Stravers conducts daily

bird contract work for organizations including Audubon,

[1.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the DNR. When not

in the woods conducting research he frequently is heard

plaving with his band, Big Blue Sky. Originally a father

son-duo, gigs now range from a solo act to an 11-piece

band. More than 45 musicians from 11 states have

recorded or appeared as a component of Big Blue Sky,

plaving Mississippi River boat cruises to annual concerts

at Elkader’s Opera House. A significant portion of band '
earnings support outdoor education programs for area
students and Stravers’ bird conservation projects. Music
doesn’t make him wealthy, but allows him to be enriched
in the lessons of nature.

Stravers concentrates his research on discovering and
monitoring populations of birds of greatest conservation
need, including one of lowa's rarest nesting raptors,
red-shouldered hawks. These secretive hawks prefer
large tracts of mature floodplain forests dominated by
maple or cottonwood trees, unlogged for decades. These
hawks are indicators of contiguous tracts of high quality
forests and are an lowa endangered species due to loss
and fragmentation of this type of habitat. Despite growing
conversion of bottomland timber into ag land, thousands
of acres of protected, continuous bottomland forest

exist along the Upper Mississippi and its tributaries
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In northeast lowa. According to Stravers. these areas
provide ideal “cathedrals” for field research.

Red-shouldered hawks nest in remote locations
Stravers describes the bird as the “master of the
floodplain,” and finding them requires him to ping pong
his boat through flooded timbers. Some years, he walks
in ankle-deep mud or wades waist deep water just to get a
IH':‘]u; at the secluded nests “I've looked in a lot of |I[.'|l't"-
where the birds weren't,” says Stravers. whose dedication
to research has given him a lifetime full of birdsong and
endearing stories

Sny Magill Creek seems to harbor his most captivating
stories, including documenting a hawk nest active for
more than two decades. One late May, at the lower end
of Sny Magill, he was able to sneak up on a nesting
temale. Excitedly setting up the spotting scope, hopeful
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to determine “how many voung there were, how old they
were and what they were eating,” in the instant he got the
scope set up, the female spotted him and dove directly
for him. He hit the muddy ground face first to hear “the
wind traveling through her flight feathers.” Untouched,
Stravers quickly stood to observe the bird circling higher
and higher above him. The bird squawked its loud rage
before again honing in, He dove face down back Into

the mud but was not lucky enough to escape the bird's
blow. With Stravers’ face tucked safelv in the mud, the
raptor took advantage of his exposed head, mysteriously
striking him only with her folded feet.

Enter the Hawkmar

\ 1983 article in the lowa Conservationist dubbed

Stravers the "Hawkman of lowa.” To this day, his family







A small bird of the deciduous forest
treetops, the sky-blue cerulean warbler
is hard to see. It nests and forages higher
tn the canopy than most other warblers,
Females (male pictured) have an unusual
way of leaving a nest after sitting on it.
Same call it "bungee-jumping.” She drops
from the side of the nest, keeping her
wings folded to her sides, opening them
ta fly only when well below the nest.
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with private landowners, b

DNR programs to help reduce ha
threatened species. It's a lot of time
in.the office, but she still gets afi

How'did you become interested

LN ototogy and natural resources?

[ grew up in Illinois. My parents loved
the outdoors and we spent family

time enjoying nature, especially lakes
and rivers. We spent weekends at my
grandparents’ house on the Vermillion
River in central [llinois and tent camped,
boated and swam at lakes in southern o

[llinois. We also spent time at a family s -
cottage in Wisconsin a few weeks every =
summer. When | was in seventh grade
our family moved to a house my dad
built on Lake Bloomington. It was here —
my brother and I snorkeled, ice skated, S =
swam and fished year-round. How _
could I not be interested in aquatic life? St

Sometimes when winter conditions were SRS

- . : : Sl
right, I could lie on the clear ice in a -
protected bay and watch fish swim and b

turtles move below me.
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voung anglers. King's Pointe Resort is on the water and
includes waterparks and beach for a ready-made family
weekend, Campgrounds and cabins dot the east shore

c

Kingspointeresort.com. 866-552-5960; camping ot
JAT PHnNL

3

stormlake.org or 712-732-8023

Yellow Smoke Lake has extremely clear water, big
bluegills, bass, ample shoreline access and a well-manicured
swimming beach, plus cabins, a campground and playground.
[!se the bridges and fishing jetties to get over the water

without a boat. Mycountyparks.com: 712-263-2748

]

Lake Anita State Park is a family fishing destination
a few miles south of I-80 in Cass County with modern
camping, playground, fishing jetties, picnic shelters,
paved bike trail and swimming beach—plus 8-inch
bluegills. The best fishing begins late May when bluegills
arrive on spawning beds to build disk-shaped nests in 2 to
4 feet of water along protected shorelines. Get your kids
to look for open areas in vegetation and cast a small hook
with an inch of worm dangling one foot below a quarter-
sized bobber. For even faster action, trv a 1/32 ounce
black feather jig tipped with a piece of nightcrawler

By early July, bluegills move out, so fish deeper water
off the ends of fishing jetties or, better yet, drift fish from
a boat. Cap the family fun with a movie and free popcorn
in the campground Saturday nights during summer

lowadnr.qov; /12-762-3564

I'he Greenheld City Reservoir, just south of Greenfield
in Adair County, i1s a secret family-fun spot that
consistently produces fish. Kids can catch ample crappie
and bluegills (use small ngs [i],'li'lt'{i with a |1il-t'l~ of worm)
plus largemouth bass and channel cats. A city park
around the trolling-motor-only lake offers a paved path,

playground, picnic shelters and disk golf

Viking Lake State Park in Montgomery County is
a longtime family favorite now made better due to
improved water quality, a new restaurant, expanded
campground, swimming beach, hiking trails and easy
fishing. Photos adorning the park’'s bait shop wall
confirm the largemouth bass here are lunkers. Kids
can catch bluegill and crappies, swim and gobble ice
cream at the restaurant—all without leaving the park
Stocked channel catfish i1s an automatic success, and with
Viking Lake's campground on the water and new fishing
jetties, 1t's ideal for catfishing. lowadnr.gov; 712-829-2235

Marr Park near Ainsworth is a premier Washington
County recreation area with its 6-acre lake, l-acre pond,
paved lake trail, nature center, campground, volleyball,
softball, playgrounds and shelters
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The lake has swarms of 12- to 15-inch largemouth, bluegills

up to 8 inches and oodles of 14- to 18-inch channel cats near

the dam. The lake has a lot of fish-attracting structure, some
visible from the surface. There is a single lane boat ramp and
an electric motor-only restriction.

The lake trail connects with one leading to Ainsworth.
The pond is on the comeback after it was drained,
deepened and a fishing jetty installed. Nearby is a
gazebo, new playvground and rental lodge. mycountyparks
com; 319-65/-2400
Wilson Lake Park in Lee County receives fall trout
stocking that attracts hordes of anglers, and its pockets
of cool water allow trout to grow all summer.

“There 1s a lot of enthusiasm when people see trout
in the summer,” says fisheries biologist Chad Dolan. In
addition to trout, the 6-acre lake has improving panfish
and largemouth bass opportunities

The park caters to families with its trail system, shore
access and campground with cabins. mycountyporks.com
319-463-7673
Lake of the Hills in West Lake Park next to [-280 and
U.S. 61 in western Davenport is the primary fishing lake
in Scott County. The 54-acre lake holds channel catfish up
to 20 inches and excellent numbers of largemouth bass. It
1s stocked with 2,000 trout spring and fall. All the lakes in
the park have 6.5 to 7-inch bluegills.

The park’s expansive campground has primitive trails
that connect four bluegill-laden lakes. It's a family fun
spot with beach, concession, shelters, playgrounds,
children’s forest, universally accessible fishing pier, boat
ramp and picnic areas. scottcountyiowa.com; 563-328-3281

Georee Wvth NMemorial State Park

_ Is a popular family
spot in Waterloo. The 75-acre lake features plentiful
shoreline access and sizeable populations of bluegills,
crappies, northern pike, catfish and largemouth bass.
Kids love to cast from the floating fishing platform,
roam the fishing jetties and burn energy at the swimming
beach and playground. Bring your bicycles as the
campground connects to the metro’s extensive bike
trail svstem that leads to shopping, restaurants and
entertainment venues. lowadnr.gov; 319-232-5505

Casey Lake in Hickory Hills Park i1s managed by the
Black Hawk County Conservation Board, although it is
located in Tama County near LaPorte City.

The lake has high catch rates for largemouth bass,
bluegills, channel catfish and crappies. Half the lake has
easy shore fishing access. Enjoy three fishing jetties and
a fishing platform at this 37-acre lake, which is benefiting
from watershed work to reduce sediment and improve
water quality.

/EIBOHMER: REMAINING PHOTOS BY BEN CURTIS
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memorable for a kid than a family ~« = w=
day on the water—especially if the e

fish are biting. Largemouth bad
are especially fur for kids to catch
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walleyves up to 22. In the spring the dam is one of the best

places to fish. Vb ountycanservation.com; 319-293-3532

Lake Wapello State Park in Davis County is home to
largemouth bass commonly over 18 inches,

“If vou are looking to catch a big bass, Wapello
1s one of vour best bets,” says fisheries biologist
Mark Flammang

Bluegill and crappie are abundant and will continue
to grow. Channel catfish up to 8 pounds were recently
sampled. Recently remodeled Lake Wapello offers a

campground, trails, lodge, playvground, swimming beach

and cabins. Seven fishing jetties get anglers close to fish.

lowaanr.gov. 641-722 3371

Kent Park Lake, The 26-acre Kent Park Lake is a
longstanding family destination. Home to the Johnson
County Conservation Board and its nature center, its
paved lake trail provides easy shore access in addition
to jetties and a handicap accessible area.

Hook into 6- to 8-inch bluegills, largemouth and

channel cat, with an occasional nice-sized crappie.

A large population of 12- to 14-inch bass i1s a hit with kids.

['he popular beach and concession stand vield
tamily fun after the bobbers are stowed, and the nearby
campground and playground provide more family
memories. Mycountyporks.com; 319-645-2315

Lake Machride State Park. At 940 acres, l.ake Macbride

in Johnson County has easy access to limestone shores,
numerous fishing jetties and a handicapped accessible
fishing pier connected last vear via sidewalk to the

parking lot. Macbride has a strong year class of crappies

now measuring 7 to 9 inches and growing. a bonanza of 6-

to 7-inch bluegills plus “every other species imaginable,”

says fisheries biologist Paul Sleeper.

Convenient fish cleaning stations dot each side of
the lake. A concession stand and beach offer fun after
fishing. Pedal bike trails and choose between a modern
campground away from the lake or a primitive lakeside

campground with playground. Jowadnr.gov; 319-624-2200.

Diamond Lake. Enjoy recent changes to 100-acre
Diamond Lake in the heart of Poweshiek County,
including a new and remodeled campground and a hard

surface bike trail that connects to Montezuma. The lake

1s one of the area's most consistent fisheries with a huge

vear class of small crappies,

Boats with electric motors are allowed. A convenient
fish cleaning station 1s near the new campground.
Select Spols allow I'iwhiH,L[ and ht*;lL'lliI];ﬁ{ of boats at your
campsite. Part of the lake protection project added a
3-acre pond in the watershed, popular with anglers

Mycountypaorks.com,; 641-623-3191
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sSmith Lake (Kossuth County). Catch bluegill,
largemouth bass, crappie and channel cat on this
S9-acre impoundment that features a jetty and six piers
or docks and trails for shore fishing. Rent kavaks from
Waters Edge Nature Center. mycountyporks.com.com
515-295-2138. The county park has camping with 16 new
sites on the north side of the lake, a plavground, beach
and shelters. A perk for campers is free canoeing on
designated weekends. Take a history side trip to a war
museum four miles away in Algona where 10,000 German
POWs spent WWIIL, Pwecamp.algona.arg; 515-395-2267

State Park and the lowa River (Hardin

County). Pine Lake State Park offers fishing in two

Pine Lake

lakes—the 69-acre upper lake and 50-acre lower lake—
plus the adjacent lowa River.

EEnjoy fishing for largemouth bass, bluegill, crappie and
channel catfish. Both lakes have a boat ramp and fishing

jetties. The lower lake has a swimming beach and shore trail.

A popular campground on Upper Pine Lake has four
restored depression era cabins built by the CCC below
the spillway near the river. (iowodnr.gov; 641-858-5832).

The lowa River is known for smallmouth bass, walleye

and channel catfish, plus inner tube rentals through a private

contractor, After lishing, swing some clubs at Pine Lake
Country Club, a nine-hole golf course between the lakes.

Beeds Lake State Park in Franklin County and its
100-acre lake offers largemouth bass, bluegills, crappies
and channel catfish with a trail for easy access to jetties
around the lake. Relax in the large campground with a
playground, picnic areas, swimming beach and shelters.
A bike trail connects the park to Hampton. Hike below a
picturesque, cascading waterfall dam built by the CCC.
lowadnr.gov: 641-456-2047

Lansing Village Creek-Pool 9. The Village Creek boat
launch and floating fishing platform south of Lansing in
Allamakee County is a favorite for boaters and weekend
fun seekers. Avoid crowds at the boat ramp by walking
the new fishing sidewalk across the bridge on the

west side of Highway 76, a half-mile south of Village
Creek boat landing. The area is an excellent bluegill and
largemouth bass fishery, and catfish anglers have success
around the bridge abutments early to late summer,

City of Guttenberg-Pools 10 and 1. Access to Bussey
Lake's floating dock and boat ramp above Lock and Dam
10 provides easy family-fishing. Yellow perch fishing is
excellent along vegetation beds, as well as for bluegill,
crappie and northern pike.

An accessible walkway on South River Park Drive is
behind the DNR fisheries station and aquarium. It is a

1S COURTESY MARK FLAMMANG
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JOR |OURNEY FOR GIRLS

Meet new friends, test your firearm and archery skills, catch a few fish and
tearn how to clean them and try your hand at paddling at the Outdoor |ourney
for Girls summer camps. The three-day camps will be June 17-19 and Aug. 5-7 at
Springbrook Conservation Education Center near Guthrie Center. and July 7-9 at
Hickory Hills Park near Dysart. Along with learning basic outdoor skills, campers
come away hunter safety certified. Camps are sponsored by the DNR and lowa
Women in Natural Resources, Lacal Pheasants Forever chapters pravide full or
partial scholarships to attend. For information and to register, go to iwinr.com,
or call 515.423.4747 in central lowa or 515.360.8712 in eastern lowa.
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A Father's Reflection on Family Memories

BY HANK KOHLER PHOTOS BY BRIAN STRONER AND COURTESY HANK KOHLER

11 f

tis a 5‘15}1 t drive to the put-in spot. Arm
out the window, [ watch f'E]EI._-: OI corn
111[‘1 beans go by, and though few farms

'OW h 1y | Hese d: Y'S, My nose is alert

for mp chance to smell a recent L'zlttim;{.

[ don't nluh_-l‘t-'«lunfl the physics of sound waves, but |

think 1t's cool that while I'm going down the road at 60

miles per hour, I can clearly hear the song of a blackbird

or meadowlark as | pass by.

The canoe 1s unloaded just above the streambank. On
this trip, like many now, | will be alone. Our children,
who used to accompany me on these excursions, have
grown and moved away. It's a very special day when one
can join me, but this time I'm going solo.

The list of what I take—camping gear. fishing equipment,

food and drinks—has become routine, I caution myself to

never take for granted how special both this place is and how

my day will be.

Leaving it all in the canoe, I drive downstream to the take-
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out. I've never had anyone bother my stuff while [ was gone.
Dad told me vears ago that if vou can’t trust a fisherman,
who can you trust, and I guess I've been fortunate that only
anglers have noticed my unattended supplies.

With the truck at the county park, | mention to the
camp host that I will be on the river for the night. I don’t
want anyvone to wonder if someone had trouble upstream.

And so it begins. Since | am now where I will get out
tomorrow, I need to pedal my middle-aged mountain bike
out of the park. up the hill and back to the canoe. The trip
is only about 5 miles, with the last mile-and-a-half an easy,
smooth blacktop. The start and longest stretch is gravel,
hopefully packed hard, not loose with small drifts of sand.

The incline out of the stream’s valley is a bear. Geared
wayv down, | pass trees and fence posts slowly, and then
even more slowly. This is my first trip of the year. Did the
winter and passing months take too much of a toll? The
[ront wheel wobbles, I hit a stone or two that | should

have missed, but [ make it. That's good I think. Satisfied




"Andy’s Rock”™ with Kerry
age 7. and Andy. age 4
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The Boone River valley is part of
central lowa’s largest expanse of

wopdland. The boulder-strewn
river formed from meltwater as

| ‘-,j glaciers receded northward some

13,000 years ago. The broad valley
indicates the volume of water was

* ~consigerably more during the glacial.
age than today. Shales, siltstones,
sandstones, coal and limestone are
found along the waterway.
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My Backyard

BY BRIAN BUTTON

fildlife Service
in's Migratory Bird

D omestic cats are non-native
predators, and based on
o . numerous studies, kill staggering . Felines are a top three cause
""f 'umbers of songbirds nationa L fdeclining bird populations, along
| ery year. Estimates range from 1 ¥ith habitat loss and collisions with

o

Imn to 3.7 billion birds lulled buildings. The solution? Keep kitty
year and 7 to 20 billion mammals indoors. And the benefits aren’t just
annually, according to studies by “for the birds”"— cats benefit too.
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'-'i:a'ts indoors is one of the
dys to ensure a long, healthy
life for ynur pet, say veterinarians.

‘Indoor cats live longer, safe from

bites and wounds from other roaming
cats, dogs, wild animals and injury
from automobiles. They have reduced
exposure to rabies, infectious

i
e, i e e i ki o, s T ey o U

2
g
o
0
-
3
-1
L 4
U
0
=
9
3
|
Q
?

e VTP

Cap



-
-
i~

diseases, parasites and poisoning
from engine antifreeze and other

outdoor chemicals,
k“’hih- some cal owners pul a bell

al 1o “warn birds.” studies

®garn to stalk without
jingling the8ell and that regardless,
birds fall to equate a tinkling bell
with danger—it simphy isn’l a
warning birds identily.

Another misconceplion among cal
ners is that their pet just “toys”™
witlhgongbirds, then releases them
"~ harmlessly. But evidence shows

\ internal organ damage or infection

.' from bites and scrapes (cal saliva
containg bactéria and viruses)
dooms 80 percent of birds that
“escape.” A “kittycam” study by the
University of Georgia and National
Geographic shows cals prone o
largeting songbirds average one

kill every 17 hours. It also shows
just 23 percent of prey items are
returned to homeowners, 49 percent

Wiy M

are left at the site of capture and 28

4

percent are consumed. “Our results
sugeest that previous studies of pet

4 . cat predation on wildlife using owner
surveys significantly underestimated
capture rates of hunting cats,” nole

. the rescarchers
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ldeas ron Creating Safe,
Outdoor Cat Enclosures
« Use lattice or screened enclosures

+ Use pvc pipes for framing and cover
with netting or screen with wire

« Attach brackets off top of privacy
fences to attach screen, wire or
netting enclosure

« Modify a dog kennel

« Add a litter box, water bowls and
sleeping areas to existing screened-
in porches

« Purchase an outdoor pet gazebo
or cat playpen available online from
pet stores, Walmart, Amazon and
other retailers

Tips for Safe Outdoor Areas
for Housecats and Wildlife

For cat owners that wish to salely
give their pet time outdoors
without inflicting damage to
songbirds, use homemade or
purchased patio-like “catios.”
These areas contain pets ouldoors,
safe from other animals, while
allowing them to sun. Owners

can purchase kits or make DIY

cal enclosures from materials
such as hardware cloth, screens,
chicken wire or other materials.
Some enclosures are small, simple
and portable, while others are
calios” with

over-the-top, ornale
elevated runs that connect to a
window to allow cats the freedom
o go to their screened enclosures
whenever desired. Il the unit is
ouldoors, ensure adequate waler
and shade. Add a removable Iitter
box. Some owners add vertical
structures such as limbs for cats
that enjoy climbing or sunning
shelves with sleeping baskels.
Some grow catnip and other
plants that cats like to nibble on.
Simplest option of course, is jusi
a nice sofl spot in front of a cat’s
favorite window.
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EXPLORE THE BEAUTY of onr 30 wores of
recreated prairee. entdeoor exhibits, council rings,
premic aveas, sutdoor fitness equipment. 4 greew
roof. paved path, and homesteaders cabin.
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A SEASON FOR ALL

Keokuk Geodes are
the most beautiful
and sought after of
all geodes. The most
productive and
famous collecting area
is within a 35 mile
radius of Keokuk.
Contact us for a list of Geode hunting sites!

KEOKUK AREA CONVENTION & TOURISM BUREAU
www.KeokuklowaTourism.org 319.524,5599
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EXPLORE what's happening

in Iowa’'s OQutdoors

FOLLOW US ON

Facebook,
orand Pinterest!

facebook.com/iowadnr
twitter.com/iowadnr

pinterest.com/iowadnr

W

Phe

Hike atop the scenic
Loess Hills. Bike across

a 13-story trail bridge.
Explore inside a deep,
dark cave.

Looking for an adventure?
Discover great trip ideas

at traveliowa.com.




Wild Cuisine camesioe

BY ALAN FOSTER pwoTO BY CLAY SMITH

T S -

Lay the lid over a bed of
coals and preheat for 10
minutes. When a drop
of water dances on the
surface, the lid is ready.
If the water steams, it's
too cold. If it quickly
fizzles away, (t's too hot.
Above: squash cooks on
a hot lid.

Indian Fry Breadi¥’

ust because vou left the frying pan  if done in a covered grill. Iudian\*
at home on your weekend camping  bread pulfs up crispy and light withouf® \-,

getaway doesn’t mean vou have to soaking up excess oil. Follow t
scrap dinner plans. A Dutch oven lid or '
doubles nicely as a fryi

i

-
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We Sell Minnesota

Resorts & Campgrounds

www.realtysales.net

\. /
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Wild Cuisine KITCHENSIDE

BY ALAN FOSTER PHOTOS BY KATI BAINTER

Rathbun Lake 101

-—' ;- 'F-L.‘,, — "'1

quick glance at the Rathbun Cove, Icomum. Rathbun, Mystic
keshore Grille menu reads like View—all named for sma H towns§
any typmal eatery. Hot wings. Caesar area attractions. 2
alz With 45 years experience,
executive chef Bob Newgll's passion
is providing the “best possible dining
experience” and customer service.
His philosophy is getting to kn¢
customers and serving them w
they like. Cateh a mess of fish i
the lake and *Chef Bob,” will coo
it for you. Deseribe a past special
offered just once months before and ¢
he will recreate it. Need gluten free
or vegetarian? It's his specialty—a 3
testament to 22 years with health care
cuisine. Want to learn tricks of the
trade? Schedule or attend one of his
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Wardens Diary

BY ERIKA BILLERBECK

IE'H a good 1|;i[|_L’ ['m a sucker for a good story, beq dlse
| hear my fair share. Many are excuses. sob stories and

wild tales told to distract me from the task at hand
sometimes it seems like the most important part of
my job is simply sorting fact from fiction. When does

an olficer call BS? [s t

e person completely fibbing,

or 1s there some ti uth? I've found there are differ ni
Cdlerories: o :,;;;.;.i.-.'.- :'«]l-r;l_[!l"._ Pdl !'I;’.] l.iiﬂi!h dAl1071} ;J'h]
Lhe very rare absolute truth. Whether an officer believes

ol ;Jr:\||:|'~. *-\|L- '\ COlines :IIII:.".{] LL) Ir:""" :l.jlli]"-.l:'llill;lii 11¢

Unfortunately, for the tvpical otiicer, his or her previous
1t 11 |

. 15 ] - el ] .y ;
nce probablv does NnNot maxKke 1or the most trustine

audience. The other day when [ was driving through
North Liberty and heard a call of a “suspicious naked
man in a van,” | knew I wouldn't be able to drive by
without “hi :';'I:'I:_'- the lod al police sort oul what Was sure
to be one interesting story

When I arrived, two officers were standing near an
old Toyota van with Arizona license plates. The vehicle

Ly

was parked in someone’s backyard under a s

1ade tree
One of the officers was talking to a vounge woman

['he woman was wearine an ankle length, wraparound

skirt. She had piercing green eves and rat’s nes haii

As | listened to her Strange storv. |

g |_|[ MY eve On 1.|[I'-'

1r1i|- I IJ'!in 1 :x]:u Wds “-|-l|'|l]]|i"..'_ dl rii' Dd'sSENE el S1cle (1 f]it'

van, speaking with a shirtless (ex: e¢pt lor a strange quilted
vest) man who | assumed to be the “suspicious naked man
In a van,” though he was no longer naked if he ever had
been. The man was very thin and had bushy black hai
standing out in frizzled curls, a straggly black goatee and
dark eves. Aside from the v st. he also sported a pair of
burlap pants barely held up by a drawstring

I’ he woman told us her name was Daina. and he !
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husband was Thiago. The story goes they had just
returned to the mainland from Hawaii. In Hawaii. Thiago
had been ii‘u'i!lﬁ.: IN an eco \.'i“.l;.{i' t.‘llHt'lF { i!H|{'I'[£iIH’f. WhiL‘h
was run by a man named Jezus Cinderland. Producers
Irom the National Geographic channel decided to film

a series about the eco-villagers. The show was about

villagers constructing an ark due to Cinderland’s vVision

ol a coming flood. So Thiago was paid to be part of the TV

series which was yet to air. Daina met Thiago during that
time and shortly thereafter married

Daina went into detailed desc ription of their
religious beliefs. The very short ver sion, using Daina's
terminology, is they had both been “New Age” before
becoming “Born Again” Christians. Now their Imission
wds 1o convert "lliir[ni:w” from “New Age” 1o “Born Again.”
Still following? Now vou know how [ fel

Daina and Thiago returned to the mainland and
decided to set off on a journey to Utah for a “Rainbow
Gathering™ in the Uinta National Forest. Daina. likely
seeing the confused expression on my face, explained
that Rainbow Gatherings consist of a bunch of “New
Agers” who sometimes smoke marijuana, play guitars
and make friends. Because this voung couple had stopped
smoking marijuana and changed their religious beliefs a
couple months prior, and therefore no longer fit the mold
of the typical Rainbower, their goal was to use the Utah
gathering as a mission trip.

Daina told us she placed an ad on Facebook to try to
lind a vehicle they could borrow for the summer. The ad

was answered by a stranger named Tony, who said he had

a van located in Indiana. Tony offered it for free if they

would eventually return it to him in Sedon |, Ariz.. where

he was starting a new church. After renting a car to get
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FRIENDS OF CEDAR ROCK HIGHLAND ELEMENTARY WATERLOO

P o r b ' S £ = [ | 3 | f = = )
1S M LT Caterpiiars teed only on mukweed. and monarchs lau

)Gs onty on mukweed. As an Earth Day project last uear. maore

-

than 500 Highland student: planted the young milkweeds and
ustened to Williams soeak IDOUT monarch f_]',l.'.lll_:-_'r--.,I ana milkweed

A

VWETE getting schools to think about native vegetation and

potltnators. Many kids do
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CEDAR ROCK PHOTO COURTESY |[ERRY REISINGER: MONARCH PHOTD COURTESY ELAINE BROWN
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Flora & Fauna

8Y BRIAN BUTTON

Clever Carnivorous Bladderwars

UTRICULARIA, collectively called bladderworts, are carnivorous p
Thegoccurmfreshwaterasaquatl:speclesandterresm:l pecie In' S acros
Antarctica and are cultivated for their flowers, which res > those of orchids an f
bladderwort refers to its bladder-like traps or utricles. Utricularia is dutmlﬁm a Latin word

“wine flask”™ or “leather bottle” Aquatic members have the largest bladders, initially ;,_\ gh

._-h#: _J o NS

before discovery of their carnivorous function. |

+L1)h'n..

INSIDE THE TRAP

Prey is dissoived by digestive Sitretions often within
a few hours. All the time, the trap walls continue to
pump out water, and the bladder can be resetinas

little as 15 to 30 minutes. .
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