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RULES

OF THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

DUTY OF THE SPEAKER.

1. He shall take the Chair every day precisely at the hour to
which the House shall have adjourned on the preceding day; shall
immediately call the members to order, and on the appearance of a
quorum, shall cause the journal of the preceding day to be read.

2. He shall preserve order and decornm, and speak to points
of order in preference to other members, rising from his seat for
that purpose; and shall decide questions of order, subject to an ap-
peal to the Honse by any two members.

3. He shall rise to put a question, but may state it sitting,

4. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, to wit: “ As
many as are of opinion that (as the question may be) say Aye,” and
after the affirmative voice is expressed, “ As many as are of the
contrary opinion, say No.” If the Speaker doubts, or a division
be called for, the House shall be divided. * Those in the affirmative
of the question shall first rise from their seats, and afterwards those
in the negative.

5. The Speaker sghall have a right to name any member to per-
form the duties of the Chair, but such substitution shall not extend
beyond an adjournment, except that in case of the absence of the reg-
ular Speaker, the House may proceed to elect a Speaker pro tem.,
whose acts shall have the same validity as those of the Speaker.

6. All Committees shall be appointed by the Speaker unless
otherwise specially directed by the House.

7. In all cases of a call of the yeas and nays, the Speaker shall
vote ; in other cases he shall not be requnired to vote, unless the
House is equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to the mi-
nority, will make the division equal, and in case of such equal divi-
sion, the question shall be lost.
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8. All acts, addresses and joint resolutions, shall be signed by
the Speaker ; and all writs, warrants and subpcenas, issued by order
of the House, shall be nnder his hand and attested by the Clerk.

9. In case of any disturbance, or disorderly conduct in the lobby,
the Speaker or Chairman of the Committee of the Whole House,
shall have power to have the same cleared.

10.—ORDER OF THE BUSINESS OF THE DAY.

After the Journal is read, the following order shall govern :

. Petitions or remonstrances to be offered ;

. Reports of Committees ;

Resolutions laid over under rule 34 ;

. Bills to be introduced ;

Resolutions ;

Messages and communications on the Speaker's table ;

. Bills and resolutions read a second time ;

. Bills on their passage.
9. Reports in possession of the House, which offer gronnds for a

bill, are to be taken up, in order that the bill may be ordered in.
10. Bills or other matter before the House, and unfinished the

preceding day.

L R R

OF DECORUM AND DEBATE.

11. When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver
any matter to the House, he shall rise from his foet and respectfully
address himself to “ Mr. Speaker,” and shall not proceed until he
shall be recognized by the Chair, and shall confine himself to the
qu;;tioz};mder debn;)e, and shall avoid personalities.

3 any member in speaking, or otherwise, transgress
rules of the House, the Speaker shngll, or any mem;)er may, calltht:
order ; in which case, the member so called to order shall immedi-
ately .sit down, but may be permitted, with leave of the House, to
explain ; and the House shall, if appealed to, decide the case, but '
without debate. If there be no appeal, the decision of the Chair
shall be submitted to ; if the decision be in favor of the member
called to order, he is at. liberty to proceed. If the case requires it
he;:dlwto;lhbla to the censure of the House.

‘ en two or more members ha to rise
Speaker shall name the member who is ﬁprf::o speak. bt
14 No member shall speak more than once on the same ques-
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tion, without leave of the House, nor more than twice until every
member choosing to speak shall have spoken.

15. Whilst the Speaker is putting any question, or addressing the
House, none shall walk out of, or cross the House, or when a mem-
ber is speaking, shall entertain private discourse; nor whilst a
member is speaking, pass between him and the Chair.

16. No member shall vote on any question, in the event of
which he is personally interested ; or in case where he was not
present when the question was put, unless the Speaker again states
the question.

17. Upon a division and count of the House on any question, no
member without the bar shall be counted.

18. Every member who shall be in the House when the ques-
tion is put, shall give his vote, unless the House, for special reasons,
shall excuse him ; but such member must ask to be excused before
commencing to take the vote on the main question.

19. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by
the Bpeaker; or being in writing, it shall be handed to the
Chair, and read aloud by the Clerk before debated.

20. Every motion shall be reduced to writing, if the Speaker or
any member desire it.

21.  All bills, resolutions, petitions, memorials, or other papers,
shall be accompanied by the name of the member presenting the
same; and also the name of the county in which he resides.

22. After a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read by the
Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in possession of the House, but
may be withdrawn by leave of the House.

23. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be re-
ceived but to adjourn; to lie on the table; for the previous ques-
tionj to postpone to a day certain; to commit or amend; to post-
pone indefinitely ; which several motions shall have precedence in
the order in which they are arranged, and no motion to postpone
to a day certain; to commit or postpone indefinitely, being de-
cided, shall be again allowed on the same day and at the same stage
of the bill or proposition. A motion to strike out the enacting
words of a bill shall have precedence of a motion to amend, and
if carried, shall be considered equivalent to its rejection.

24. When a resolution shall be offered, or a motion made to re-
fer any subjeet, and different committees shall be proposed, the
question shall be taken in the following order: The Committee of
the Whole House; a Standing committee; a Select Committee.
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95. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, except when
a member is speaking, or the House voting.

26. The previons question shall always be in this form : “Shall
the main question be now put?” it shall only be admitted when de-
manded by a majority of the members present, and its effect shall
be to put an end to all debate, and bring the honse to a direct vote
upon amendments, and then upon the main question. On a motion
for the previous question, and prior to the seconding of the same, a
call of the House shall be in order; but after a majority shall have
seconded such motion no call shall be in order prior to the decision
of the main question.

27. Motions to lie on the table, to adjourn, and for the “previ-
ous question,” shall be decided without debate.

28. When a question is postponed indefinitely, it shall not be
acted upon again during the session.

20. Any member may call for a division of the question, which
shall be divided if it comprehends questions so distinct that, one be-
ing taken away, the rest may stand entire for the discussion of the
House; a motion to strike out, being lost, shall preclude neither
amendment nor a motion to strike out and insert. A motion to
strike out and insert shall be deemed to be indivisible.

80. Motions and reports may be committed at the pleasure of
the House.

31. No motion or proposition on a subject different from that
under consideration, ghall be admitted under color of amendment.

82, When a motion has been once made and carried in the affirm-
ative or negative, it shall be in order for any member in the majori-
ty to move for the reconsideration thereof, on the same or succeed-
ing day, and such motion shall take precedence of all other ques-
tions, except a motion to adjourn.

83. Petitions, memorials and other papers addressed to the
House, shall be presented by the Speaker, or by a member in his
place, a brief statoment of the contents thereof shall verbally be made
by the introdncer, and shall not be debated or decided on the day of
their being first read, unless where the House shall direct other-
wise, but shall lie on the table, to be taken up in the order they
they were read.

34, A proposition requesting information from the Governor,
Secretary or any other State officers, shall lie on the table one day
for consideration, unless otherwise ordered by unanimous consent of
he House; and all such propositions shall be taken up for consid-
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eration in the order they were presented, immediately after reports
are called for from select committees, and when adopted, the Clerk
shall cause the same to be delivered.

35. Any five members, if the Speaker be in the Chair, shall be
authorized to compel the attendance of absent members.

36. Upon calls of the House, or in taking the yeas and nays
on any question, the names of the members shall be called alpha-
betically. .

37. No member shall absent himself from the services of the
House without leave, unless he be sick or unable to attend.

38. Upon the call of the House, the names of themembers shall
be called over by the Clerk, and the absentees noted, after which the

of the absentees shall again be called over, and the Sergeant-

at-Arms shall be directed by the Speaker to compel their attendance.

39. No Committee shall sit during the sitting of the House
without special leave.

40. Forty-eight (48) members shall constitute a quorum, and npon

thedemand of any two members, the yeas and nays ghall be ordered.
41. The hour to which this house shall stand adjonrned from
day to day, shall be 10 o’clock A. M., and 2 o'clock, P. M., unless
otherwise ordered by the House.
OF BILLS.

49, Eyery bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, or by re-
port of a committee. ; n

43. Every bill shall receive three several readings; but no bilt
shall have its second and third readings on the same day. :

44, The first reading of a bill shall be for inf?rm‘xtion; u.xd it
opposition be made to it the question is: “Shall this bx}l be reject-
ed?" If no opposition be made or if the question to reject be neg-
atived, the bill shall go to its second reading without a question.

45, Upon a second reading of a bill, the Speaker shall state that
it is ready for commitment, amendment or engrossment; and if
committed, then the question shall be, whether to a select or stand-
ing committee, or to a committec of the Whole House. Iftoa
committee of the Whole House, the House shall determine on what !
day ; but if the bill be ordered to be engrossed, the House shall ap- ‘

int the day when it shall be read a third time.

46. After a bill has been committed and reported back, it shall
be considered on its second reading after the amendments of com-

mittee have been read.
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47. After the commitment and the report thereof to the House,
or at any time before its passage, a bill may be recommitted.

48. All bills ordered to be engrossed, shall be executed in a fair

round hand.

49. No amendment unless by way of rider, shall be received to
any bill on its third reading.

50. When a bill shall pass, it shall be certified by the Clerk, no-
ting the day of its passage at the foot thereof,

OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE.

51. In forming committees of the whole House, the Speaker
ghall leave his chair, and a Chairman to preside in committee shall
be appointed by the Speaker.

52. Upon bills committed to the committee of the Whole House,
the bill shall be first read throughout by the Olerk or Chairman.
and then again read or debated by clauses, leaving the preamble
to be last considered ; after report, the bill shall be again subject to
be debated and amended by clauses, before a question to engross it
be taken.

53. All amendments made to an original motion in committees
shall be incorporated with the motion, and so reported.

54, All amendments made to a report committed to a committee
of the Whole Honse, shall be noted and reported as is the case of
bills.

55. In filling up blanks in the committee and in the Honse,
the largest sum and longest time, and the highest number shall be
first put.

56. The Rules of the House shall be observed in committee of
the Whole House, so far as they are applicable,

57. No standing rale or order of the House shall be rescinded
or changed, without one day’s notice being given of the motion

therefor, nor shall any rule be suspended except by a vote of at
least two-thirds of the members present ; nor shall the order of busi-
ness a3 established by the rules of the House, be postponed or
changed, except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members
present.

58, It shall be in order for the committee on enrolled bills to re-
port at any time,

59. No bill, memorial or joint resolution, shall be printed unles
ordered by the House. k

60. When any matter is referred to a standing committee by
motion of any member, it shall be the duty of the Chairman of such
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standing committes, to notify such membex: of the time ]o:] :l\helr t:::
ting upon such matter so referred ; and 531111 me'mhe.r shall be p 3
mitted to confer with such committee during their eonsideration o

atter. :
'“‘;li.m The following shall be the Standing Comumittees:

Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

¥ %  Ways and Means.

e “  The Judiciary.

e % Claims. :

o «  Schools and State University.

g5 «  Military Affairs,

‘% “ Enrolled Bills.

% “ Engrossed Bills.

e ¢« Expenditures.

“ “ TRoads and Highwaye. o

“ & Township and County Organization.
s « Public Buildings and Property.

& % New Counties.

% & Agriculture.

o “  Elections.

£ ¢ TIncorporations. . ;

5 « Tmprovement of Des Moines River.
M «  Federal Relations.

o « TInternal Improvements.

= «  Charitable Institutions.

% «  Public Lands.

“ «  TLibrary.

L % Railroads.

g ¢« Banks and Banking.
“ “ Pﬁnﬁug.

A “  Rules of the House.

7 % Domestic Manufactures.

- % Judicial Districts. ¢ -
Committee on State, Senatorial and Representative Dists.

“ % Congressional Distriets. |

p % Police regulations.

82. The rules of Parlismentary practice shall Eovem t£c Hox;se
in all cases where they are not ilnm:;i;ﬁllllt glth ts e standing rules
of this Honnek:g the joint rules onses. o i

int lutions shall not be required to
tre?md i::‘ bill, but shall be subject only to the rules pertaining
to ordinary and concurrent resolutions.
2
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JOINT RULES—HGUSE AND SENATE.

1. In every case of disagreement betwei
en the two I i
either House request a conference, and appoint a Co‘:nmi(::::s;’(::
that purpose, the other House shall appoint a Committee to confi
t.hell‘-]e]:wnhl upon the subject of their disagreement. i
oy shall meet at a ;ouvenient time to be
! g agreed upon b i
Ohmrm.en, and having conferred freely, each shall re;):: txy> :ll:::
res;ect:;;a House the result of their conference.
2 hen a message shall be sent from either IT
;: shall be announced at the door of the IIonl:: to?ﬁctlr tilt“;: :l;::’
y the doorkeeper thereof, and shall be respectfully communicat fi’
to ;he gnhmr by tlie person by whom it is sent. ¢
2 messages between the two Houses shall be i
co cated
byiﬂle;?]eretary' or Chief Clerk, or their respective assxix:;znn:
en“.,ugd ben ﬂ:‘ bill shall have passed both Houses, it shall be‘duly
o g tlly e 'Enr(_)llmg. Clerk of the House in which it origina-
2 and the fact of its origin shall be certified by the endorsement
ol stlm %}ﬁremy or Clerk thereof. :
i en bills are enrolled the, i
) y shall be examined b, i
%;::;t:e;t?f TWO il‘:omhil:]le Senate and Two from the );I?m.sl:u;;
ves; who shall be a Standing Committee for th
at
g::;e:u%’ ivlvi:o shall carefully compare the enrollment with theP:::
e as passed in the Houses, correct any errors therein,
8 A& report thereof forthwith to their respective Houses. !
s,,;.m :r hnid report, each bill shall be signed, first by the
& of the House of Representatives, and then by the Presi
ex;t of the Senate, in the pr of their r tive Houses, i
du]'l beAﬁm thzel:lxll shall have been thus aigne(ri in each House, it
sowad pl:o:: by said Committee to the Governor for his ;}»
o .:“ b'ezn t:t:ldl forthwith report the day of presentation,
Yl cigioated upon the Journal of the House in which the
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8. All orders, resolutions, memorials, or other votes which are
to be presented to the Governor for his approval, shall be enrolled,
examined, signed and presented in the same manner as bills.

9. When any bill, joint resolution, or memorial which ghall have

od in one House is rejected in the other, notice of said rejection
shall be given to the House which passed the same.

10. When a bill, resolution, or memorial, which shall have
passed one House, is rejected in the other, it shall not be again in-
troduced during the session without five days’ motice, and leave of
two-thirds of the members voting thereon.

11. Each House shall transmit to the othery with any bill, res-
olution, or memorial, all papers upon which the same shall be
founded.

12. When each House shall have adhered to their disagreement,
a bill or resolution is lost.

13, When any bill, or resolution, which may have passed one
House, is ordered to be printed by the other, a greater number of
copies shall not be printed than is necessary for the use of the
House making the order. When any other bill, or resolution, shall
be ordered printed by either House, a sufficient number of copies

shall be printed for the use of both Houses.
14. Tt shall be the duty of the Chief Clerk of the House of

Representatives, and the Secretary of the Senate, when any docu-
ment, except bills and resolutions, is ordered to be printed in their
respective Houses, forthwith to communicate such order to the

other House.
15. TIn all elections in J oint Convention of the two Houses, the

names of the members shall all be arranged in alphabetical order,
and they shall be called upon to vote in the order in which they
stand arranged.
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STANDING COMMITTEES.

The following are the Standin i
g Committees of the H
an;«r)unced by the Speaker, Friday morning, January 17th, 0:;35-“
AYs AND Means—Messrs. Bowdoin, M ’ '
e ; , Mercer, Bass, Lorah
e Gord::_m of Des Moines, Fuller of Fayette, Martin, Burt
Miuirary Arrares—Messrs. Lane, K i
. Lane, Kellogg, M i
of sl';remont, McLennan, Pierce and Pendlet?ff i NN
noots AND State Usrversity.—Messrs. Rothr
: % 4 H
Poger, Denlinger, Chase, Dorr, Milburn, and Clark ?)i‘k'Tm:j L
g Leorions.—Messrs. Williams of Mahaska, Meyer, Sarver, bun-
vg‘,) Fuller ot:r Harrison, Smeltzer and Lakin. ’ ’
Jounty AxD Townsume Oreaxmzarioy.—Messrs, Shi
W;f:t, Parker, Loomis, Wasson, Hood, Eaton and Is:;\‘;‘r;\B‘ker,
., lné._ quno_xs.—'Mesers. Lake, Dunlavey, Moser, Meyer.
Dzﬁ, lbs;(n, Shipman, Guthrie and McLaughlin y i
s1i0  Manvracrures.—Messrs, Wileox, P .k
Bcthnmm, Stowart, Martiand Russll o R B g
vpictary.—Messrs. Young, Williams of M i
lﬁtchA ell of Fremont, Van An;la, Rothro:k nn?ihf:k&;.Faimn, il
oriovrTurRE.—Messrs. Converse, Hood, Hardie, Whi
Gt Glnsill, Rowle, McLaniiin o Eaaron i oy
ANKkS AND Banking.—Messrs. Fuller of Fa ; is, Bass,
. 4 yette, Loo
M«il::; ngZ“m, Thom};;on, Hollingsworth and Whittemorn:m’
ORATIONS.—Messrs. Van Anda, Pendleto: .
erall, Moir, Curt;l and Wilson of Pottswntan;e. o i ]
Ramnroans,—Messrs. Lowrie, Hudn i
‘.g’ o e g , Hudnutt, Fairall, Stanton, Weth-
mnkmof T—l{unl. Mercer, F:nller of Fayette, Bracewell, Cleaves,
_ LI:I:;.' 'Wnll:an,M Holl_mgsworth, Smeltzer and Holyoke.
—Messrs. Mitchell of Polk, Wilson of Chickasaw,
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Russell of Jones, Bracewell, ‘White, Williams of Des Moines, and
Thompson.

Pusric BUiLDINGS AND Properry.—Messrs. Wilson of Pottawat”
tamie, Parker, Calfee, Schramm, Woodworth, Jackson and Gault.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS.— Messrs. Curtiss, Gordon, Hardie,
Bracewell and Russell of Jones.

Exeesnrrores.—Messrs. Walker, Parker, Walton, Russell of
Jones. Gault, Stevenson, Baker, Jackeon and Dorr.

Prixtine.—Messrs. Stanton, Mitchell of Polk, Wilson of Potta-
wattamie, Knoll, Lake, Chase and Nelson.

Exarossep Bruus.—Messrs. McQall and Smeltzer.

Exroriep Biuis.—Messrs. Frishie, White and Denlinger.

TarprovemesTs oF Des Morxes River.— Messrs, Gibson, Russell
of Datlas, Maxwell, Ferguson, Jackson, Stewart and Converse.

InrerxAL IyproveMesTs.—Messre. Sarver, Wilcox, Moser,
Eichorn, Flint, Blackford and Chase.

Roaps Axp Higmways.—Mesars. Price, Stevenson, Wright,
Flint, Wasson and Glanville.

New Counties,.—Messrs. Cutler, Nelson, Denlinger, Maxwell,
MecLaughlin and Fuller of Fayette.

Liseary.—Messrs. Cleaves, Hudnutt, Lakin, Gault, White,
Walker, Calfee and Speer.

Cmariranre IxstrroTions.—Mesers. Holyoke, Chase, Dunlavey,

Woodworth, Castor, McQuinn, Speer, Young and Meyer.

Rures.—Messrs, Moser, Hardie, Blackford, McQuinn and Kel-
logg.
ogssnmmm AND REPRESENTATIVE Distriors.—Messrs, Black-
ford, Fuller of Harrison, Ferguson, Quinn, Cleaves, Denlinger and
Calfee.

JuniciaL Disrriors. —Messrs. Loomis, McLennan, Curtiss, Low
rie, Frisbie, Hollingsworth, Wright and Milburn. ¢
(QONGRESSIONAL Disrricrs.—Messrs. Eaton, Gibeon, Mitchell
Polk, Van Anda, Cutler, Kellogg, Lane, Wilson of Pottawatamie
Williams of Mahaska, Pendleton, Hardie, Gordon, Dunlavey,

Mitchell of Eremont, Bowdoin and MeQuinn.
Porwce ReauraTions.—Messrs. Meyer, Lake, Pendleton, Calfee,

Flint, Wetheral.
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