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CO [l\f ITT EE ~ 1 REPORT. 

Tho 'pcc:ial Committee, appoialc(l l>y the House of Rcpre:H.mtn­
ti · to iuv1,,;sfgatc the allecrcJ fhttHls iu the location of the ap­
itol of the State of I ,wn, m11l to wliom wa::; referred th f •morial 
of citizens of Polk County nll 0 -ing thnt the Commis ion rb ap­
pointed to locatu the Seat of Guvemrneut did not act for the b st 
intere-ts of the tatc, but that they di<l o.c:t fraudulently au<l cor­
ruptly jn making ::inch locatiun, h , ·e had the whole m tter under 
consi<leration and beg lcaYo to 

R EP OR T ~ 
The charr,c: contained in tho Memurial appeared to the Com­

mittee not t , Le sufficiently e. plicit or specific, tlu;iy thcr fore noti­
fi.etl tho :M 'lllurialists through V{. . Durton, one of thcil' nm11bcr, 
that to warrant nn in vcstigation more Rpecific charges shonhl ho 
preferru~l. ~ ccor in<•ly ccr nin ot tbc f emoriali. t , who·e signa­
tur arc thereto -ub~cril,c1l, prl'tcrr 1l the c:lmrges aec mpanying 
thi R pl•l't, mnrkccl F, fur tl1 crmn:mi nee of rcforc11<·0. 

Tho ub t:i.ncc of the::ie char,,.c · , it will be ceo, is 
Fil', t-That the i-ui<l Oommi ioncrA, viz: J. U. D. trcc•t, Stew­

art Goodn•l , BPnjamin R. Pcgrnrn, C' ny ·wells and John A L. 
Crookhnm, in making the locntion on the East "'idc of the Des 
foinl'-- Hin,r, di<l not aC't with n." trict r1•gar1l to tlic int re te of 

the cntir • State,'' and 
Secv11d-1'hat they or a majority of them, 1mfforcu thcmselvca 

to be au,] were improperly influcuccrl in their dcci ion, and wore 



induced to make and did make aiJ location for the promotion of 
their private and personal en and not with a strict :regard to the 
intere ts of the State, and that said Comm.is ieners did locate said 
Seat of Gevernment or Capitol at the p int where the inhabit.ants 
an.d proprietor of the land did offi r to and did pay the aid Com-
1niseioners the large ·t per~onal bribe or uonus for ai<l fo ion. 

These cl,arge I tlie 11emorialiets offered to pro,•e, if an opportu­
nity w re given them o to du. 

In th out t 0f' the im· tigation, your Committee thott htit the 
mo t prudent and proper oo:ur t make th examination u parte, 
but me ot tJ10 parti accused complained oi thi onr e, and 
asked the privil ge of appearin,. bt:for tbe ornmittee by counsel, 
wbidt was grantc<.l; thencei rth the investigation as urned a more 
formal course a will be seen by the tcdimony appeuded to this 
R port. 

To sustain tit• first char~e the Memoriali ts intrn<lnccd the te ti­
mony of F. C. Grimmel, Lov ·11 WJ1itc, W. 0. Bnrton allCl others. 

From the t timony of Mr. rimme1, it appears that twenty 
acr s f land wma offered to the mmi eioners for the tate to l,e 
used as the location of the npitol-this lan<l appears from the 
tc fouony to have he n worth noarly one hnndt"ed thousand dol­
l r . It app nrs from the t s ti1 1ony of Lovell ·white 1 . C. Bur­
ton, F. R. West and otb rs, that. l1csi les this twenty uc:re of land, 
variou pers ns, I roprictor of 1, nds and otbe,.-wi c int rested on 
the w t sir.lo of tho ri ,•er, ofl:'ercu, or vc the Comm is iouer no­
tice tho.t they would ofl',r, $200,000 worth of real estate nt a fair 
pdc , s a further in<lncement or b nu to tho tato, for the loca­
tiou of tho apitol on the ,v t si<l.e ot the Des Moines River, or in 
Des M. incs City prop r. When the ommi.ssioners received the 
netic that tltc su\> cription tor th J20f < 0 worth of real . tate 
would , m. d :iml otf' ·cd to th m for the b n tit of tlie 
th y ·i~nificJ their w·i[}jngn - t 1 gi\·e the propn. i ion tluc con ide­
:ra1ion, and tlday th it tiual d •ci.,ion till the n :\C: day: l,ut it ap­
p , r th11t m knd of co dcJnyin~ or gi,·i11" the p1u-tiPs interc te<l 
in th l'lli i1w of the $2 0,00 l afor aid nn opportm1ity to p1· eut 
lh •ir propo ition, they camo t l , deci ion which tfohaned those in­
t r •tit (1 partie f'roll'I ma'k:n~ h •ir prC1p11 ition in time f r [t h •ting 

ny < fo·t. 
· ompa.red with the advantag •s and hen fits both in the location 

itself a.n« in the comparative nlue of h land off red by rim-
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It appear from the te tiroony of Mr. Van, that two hun<lred and 
fifty lot. were set apart by proprietora. of land and towu lot on the 
east iclc of the 1·i,cr to influence the location of the apitol, and it 
appears from the te timony of l,oth Mr. Lyon, who g1l.',re some 
p,roper~y, and of M.r. Il Id win who r •coived it for hi i.n:fluence with 
the ommis ione1·s, it wa nnJerliltood, that tmva lots or fotcre ts 
in town lots were given to effect the location. It ha· already beee 
stated as the opinion of the f1ommittee that Mr. Pegralll was br1 
ed, and if anything was wanting to confirm thi belief, it is furnish­
ed both in the testimony of Mr. Bald"·in and of f.lthers who prove 
the clo e intimacy which ex.i te<l between Baldwin and Pegram 
pending the sessions of the Comm i ioners. Indeed it a1 pear 
conclusive that Baldwin was the agent or go-between Pegram, if 
not more of tl10 Commie ioners, and the proprietors of lands and 
other interested in town property on both sides of the river. He, 
Baldwin, appeared to have Pegram, if not a majority of the Com­
missioners for sale to tho .highest bid<l.er, whether by the knowled 
or con ont of the Coinmissioncr!, except Pegram, is left to pre­
sumption. 

r. J.B. Stewart testifies that Guy Welli, one of the Commis­
eioncrs, was int rested to the extent of ten acres at the tim , and 
before tho apitol was located, in lands near the said location, 
which, of course, would be lru-gcly appreciat d in value Ly tl1e lo­
cntion. It itp cars further thnt this purchase was made at or about 
tho tim the act was pa sod for re-locating the Capitol 011 Seat of 
Government. Your 0ommittee content themselves whh stating. 
this fact although th y m ight be warrant d in drawinO' an inference 
nnfa.voraLle to tho 0ommissioners from the circumstance of his 
being int rest d as bcfor·o stuted. 

Altl1 ugh there is no po itivo te timony connecting Mr. treet 
o.m) Ir. rookham with :my of the two hundr d and fifty lots 
which vcro said to bo plnc d at some })ersoos di position for the 
ns and ben fit of th ommis ioncr , yet the circumstantial te ti­
mony of several of the witnesses goes far, if not to a necessary 

·t nt, to conn ct th m in intere t with iOme of that property, 
anJ that they became so interested in consideration of their having 
votou to locate the Scat of Go,,ornment where it now is. The tes­
timony by which it was exp ct d, and by which only it. could be 
proY <l. that tboy and it was a1leged, that all of the Commissioners 

cept Pegram, could be positively identified with fraud and cor-

1 
f tb olllllll -

Till ·on. was "thheld and it wa not in the p ,. er o o111roitt e will 
In . u·c to them elv L1C d ee t briner it out. J\t . t.l t th y mn. °' 

· 1 d - k own t the H u '· · ia 1 t ta.te her "'bat l a rea J n ·t . ~e refo el . 
recial r p rt of the tact that _everol f th w; n u to n11 wcr in­

te tify, or m :re pr perly P •akrng, tha.t iliey r h;.: n t np to thi 
t rro a ories put o them and th a tbe II use . f tb ,e ,.itne·see. 
time dir c d what di,poeition sho_nl~ be mo.;e ~ odr ll, th T a.p-

\Yith r n.rd to the :fifth on_1n11. wn; -!11 ,mplknting him in 
-.1 ars to b nothina in the testimony . ic1 c d ppet.r that he 
r J d bnrge It oe a the fraud alleged in t ic econ c . . . ft r the location wns 
purchased property near the Cap1t 1 site a. 
made as of course he had a ~ght to d . t n cl ·c our om• 

In \)rinO'in this inv etiaah n an~ . re~rt ho. l thev have b en 
t1 t the po 1tion 1n w 1c 1 • m.itt e beg leave to ea.y 11::i. Pl u between t~o x-

placed was disagreeable in th extreme. d . ate xtrcmcly diffi-
• rt nrou i wa 

cited parties whose pass10 wcr f th other in very 
. . . tl o diepl nsnre • one or t· cult to a,,•01d mcu.rrmg 1 h t duty to both par 1es 
. •. ti' but w trust t a ur • • 1·ty tep of the mves.Jga on, . l ' th all the impart1a. l , 

and to the tate has been discbarg~<J W1 ,_ an investiO"ation. 
. uld brmg t o sucu !"' 

which disinterested umpir co . 1 be t1le jurlge. 
Of thi 'howeTer, }et the pr per tri~una t the ommittee ma not 

Finally in order that the conclusions tho . . o.nv way aft ct 
' . d nt of o ers OI m " 

mielea.d or prejudice the JU gme . the hereb . apJ)end the 
oth r persons opinion tOLan t~~:C ~:this y port. 
te, timony taken by t.he omm1 . 

All of which is respectfully ubrmtted L. H. COLLIN , 

U. A THO Y 
[ igned) B M.lLLI EH, 

J). A. .MAUO 1 y · . 
'tl I II' 8 b f the aforesaid ,om1ni cc, L 

Th undersigne~, a roe1:n e\? h h ·d not fully ngrc with the 
to state a few particulars m w nc c oe 

majority of the ommittee. . h. 1Jinion ll to whetlwr th lo· 
The under igned does not g1vo is u" . ·011el' was the belilt, 

·t 1 :de by the 01mm 1 ' 1 cation of the api O , m ; not b lieving a h does thnt _t 1e 

fbat could bo.ve b en made o ' an opinion upon tho. pornt. 
or:mruttee is not called upon to e?~~ tl by tho 0ommitt e to be 

Ho conceives the question tokbe ~c;lye nnd itntentionalvy disregaru-
h C missioners nowm.,, 1 ,vbether t e om b 1 Stat . The qucstio_n t\B tow iere 

ed the best interests of thew o c 



the location should, nder aa the circumst nc , have bce11 111a e, 
i 011 ab ut whi<-b 11en uia.y hone·tly differ Leio simply a lllattcr 
of opinion. He J e not de ire that the ornm1 J ne1 lil)n d 
uffer 011 acco1mt of ha vino- acte:d contrary to wl1at he might c; n­

c•ive to b fo1· tl10 be tinter s s of the Stat•. He would not have 
tl1em jud ed by l1ia mere opinion, nor doe he believe that thcv 
our,Itt to l judge I by the opinion of the Oommittec, w,le- th·e 

ommittee 1 elicve from tho evidence that they have wilfullJ diw;­
r gard d th int •re t of the wb le tatc. Ae one of tl1e C ,m­
mitte , bound to Lcliove that tl1e Commi ioners ach.•d iu accor­
<lance with their oath , until the contrary is proved, tLe undersign­
ed fc ls 1,ound to say that with the e:x,ception of Cornmii-liioncr 

<-' ,ram, ho can c uo suftide11t yi<.lcucc of a wilful tli r •gnnl of 
th, iut re ts of tile ... ·tale. 

The under igned oo1ieves from the e\·idenco tl1at at 1 •u t a rnrJ 
<:om1i<lera1Jle par·t of the s1il scrlption which was raised on tl1e wt~t 
ide of tho river wa not bona fide, and that a numLer of tho.ie 

who aigned tL. nmc did o \,·ithout expectin,,. ever to Le called 
11pon t pay t11c same. The undc1 igned doea not believe that the 
mount of said subscdption, which it i reasonable to presume 

w uld have b en paid in real estate at the then inflated prict: , 
ou ht to have Le 11 enf.Hcient to induce the Oommissioncra to Lo­
e to th apitol t any place where, in their op.inion, it ougJ1t not 
to huv t, en located witL a ,riew to tho future of the tat . The 
undersigned deems it proper to say that thero is eomo testimony, 
tending strongly to show that the subscription was not preeeutcd 
to tho ommis ioners, until after they had agre d upon a location. 

Th unllc1'8igned is not williu,... to preeume that the an ·wers of 
witncs~es who rcfue •tl to tPsti1j,, would implicate persous who ure 
not implic•1:1.t d by th I other testimonx. He thjuks such e. pre­
nrnptiun l>uth th ng rous and nnwan·ant d. When the mu,wor 

1u· elicited h will giv tl.J 111 all th force they <le erve. 
The undor i rue<l thinks there is no force iu the fact that Guy 

Well >Wned amaU tract of land near where the location wae 
made, inasmuch he pw·cha.scd it long before the location was 
ma<le nnd before tho law was pa sod nnder which he was appointed 
a Commissioner. Tho undersigned hclie\'es that the charges arc 
ill tain •d by the e, idenco as to Commi ione1· Pegrnro but not ae 
to th othe1· ommissioner . 

( igned,l c+EO. W. ::MoCRARY, of said Committee. 

Tho I , •mmit w. O.J>[)()inkt • 

fr ud!-. in thC' locati, ,n of tht> l'a: of m nm 
ection jt,4 i .:,f th ode b • - meudcd tu mJ 

the tat'. county or cit ·. be includetl in th~ 1•r f 
tion of the criminal law ot the, ~ a t for ho n 'l' l't fortli in 
th t ection of the C tlc, nml "hi ·h, re ma1h: crim"nnl tlu~rl'l . 

AI~o. that the ttorney e11ernJ I e in rm:tt-d t1J in titnt ·pr • 
ccedin~ agrun~t the l num ·•;ton rs 1r r ·- uc-alino• !ht' ,' :\t of 
Govenunent for the r con~ry fr,,m them of n~· h nu tlll•y III y 
have received for their vot or iri, u ·ll<' • in makin•r 'II ·h lvcatiou, 
as nny ucl1 b,)nn. sLould lio.ve l•t'PU lnr tl1e ,enetit of thl• .:'t to 
and not for the benefit of aiil ,_ mmi. ion n, 

L. G. CC LL[, ~, hniruu u. 

EVIDEN 

Tuoa nA.,, Fobrnary 11th, 1 5 . 
Th · C'omruitt e appoint d for tho purpo of inv tirratin•-: c r­

ta.in char s of fraud in tho lo tion of tlw Ct\pitol ot Iowa, pr -
sented. by ertain citizens f Def. Moin , Polk ounty t Io to 
the Uou o of Repr s ntnt1vcs of aid t te, m t at their room ju 
the Oa.pitol- fr. ollin in tLc ch ir. 

On motion ordered tlrn.t snbp<onUfl b · Iii cd fur tlw followiug 
witnc s ',viz:- . on, ,v. . Burton J. . Wn.rn r lfrcd 
Lyon G. Holland F. R. ,vc't, II. Lyon, H. Bn ick, l•. :himm I, 

en., J me 'mnpbell aml Dr. 'o.ylor. Suhp on ~ " t· cconl-
ingly i sued smnmonin,o- nid witoe .,c. t nppcar \.c or U om-
mittoe on the 13th iustnnt, t II o'clock P. L 

On mc,tion adjourn <l tom •t 'a.tur I y, J<~ •hr, nry l3tli, l~r, , 1:1.t 
2 o'clock P. M. 

H. W. fo 1ItAR ~. Olurk,pl'IJ. t1'1n.. 

\TORI> \, Foliruury 13th 1 !J • 

The investi~atin r Oommitt met o.t th ·ir r om in tho Onpitol, 
at Des Moine., pursuant to adjournmout- Mr. Ool in in the chair. 
Pre cnt, L side the chairman, e r . M ony, Mc r,iry. ntbo­
ny and Melli er - 11 the ommittee. 

2 
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Franci, R. Wut, a witnes of lawful age, was introduced and 

worn, and gave evjdcnce a follow·: 
I can't say that I can n 1 btantiatc the cl1argc . I wm an ~wer 

m1y qn Fti.on you may put to me. I cannot ay t.hat I know of 
the omini . iomm, being influenced by any bribe. I have some 
i1111ir ct knowlcd~c. I have myself to protect. I can state that I 
lic>lieve tl1ey (the 0111111ii.Fi ners] w·ere influenced to make the lo-
1·atio11 hcl'C, I was tol<l by third parties that a c rtain sum would 
pluc it over there, but not by the Commissioner&. One of the 
<'ommi ion •rs prop ed to sell me, a day or two after the lucation, 
tifty lots for $10,000. It wa Mr. Pegram. I don't think tl1e title 
was ve tc<l in liim. I think he was to get -fifty lots fo1· the location, 
hnt the title was not in him. It wns to be vested in any one who 
pnrchn d. I dill not learn that fton1 eitl1er of the Commi sioners. 
I met him [Pcgro.m] tbc day before the location, and lie ~aid we 
might l1n\'e 110.d tho apitol O\'Cr the river, if we had done our 
duty. fr. Baldwin ma.de a proposition to procure us the location 
on tho other aid of tbe riv r for some "'20,000. I do not know 
that the proposition came from the Commissioners, but I snpposed 
it <1ic1. I thought then that if tbe amount required by ]3o.ldv:in 
had been raised, that th apitol wonld have l)een located on the 

tlrnr i<l . I do not know anything about any of the Commie-· 
ioner r cei ,·ing any money for locating tho Ca.pitc,1. I did not 

want to know about it. The proposition made by the other side 
of the river to rrive t,200,000 to the State as an ind1.1cement, I think 
woe not rccci ,·ed by the Cornmissionm·s. I understand that the 
'ommi ioners treated the chairman of the Committee rather cool 

1
1

• The nirrht the apitol wa located, a man came to my room at 
midnight and told 1ll it was aH up. Went down to Baldwin's 
r ol\\. Fo\,nd him i.n bed. Pegram (as I understand and sup· 
po ct1) wn in 1 e<l with .Baldwin. Ile [Baldwin] tolcl me that it 
wa too late-that ,. 4:0 0 wonltl not change it. 

0. '. Van was calle1..1 t nd worn, and gave evi<lcnce as follows: 
I d n t know that I know my·e1f of the in lncements offered 

tl1 ommis i ners, H any. I baYe heard rumors. One of the 
Oo,mui!I ioncrs, [Mr. 1'cgran1] so.i<.l ometlling about some lots he 
was to get here bnt 1 do not reco11ect whether be was to 1rny tbem 

r not. I unc1cr:--tootl n.t the time that be wa to rret them a.s a 
honu . I think there were fifty 1ot . I don't knm! tbat be told 
lllC whom be got them from. A few days after the location was 

11 

' illi m,-on, 
· I i11f•ntd 

l 
. r 

RARY, l rk, p1•0. t<-m. 

T 
TUERDAY E,·enin F ,. 

he Oommittce cha db h ' uruar ... 3d, 1 5 . 
vestigate the char~e rfer yd t . Jiou of R pr' ntnti\•c to in-
Io b r u m he 1 nt' t' } wa, met p11r nant to nd' • wn o I H (', 11it I f 

0 C, '" JOUrlllll •nt. 
. . . Van wa sworn and l tifl ·<l 

I did not s e an-..n t . I n fi 11 w : 
.I e lll t 10 ro . · m he had th m I d C'l"l,IUll of r 'l'flll). TT told 

lots nt the di po ·al 
0
~n er -~od from Mr. Baldwin ther., •r 2 r. 0 

11er . I nn<l r tood tha~;c ody io ca e th api ol wn. I c•nl ,J d 
cott Id cgrmn old om lo t w·11· • o not know wli •r L, t h 8 0 

1 111m on nnd 
cted fooli hly, bccau e the e !uldt o lo ~- I told him h had 

thought they would be paid ! he r pu,!ln.l th note . H 
son . Baldwin told me he could ~ss1gn th~m o third pcr-

w s to harem the profit and my un-
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dcrtandin, w that he •ot 50 lot . There were 25l ot set ap :rt 
to b iveu t,, the Oommi ioncr.,. Baltlwin aiu he wa to ha,e 

roolcham and tr •t were not to have a full huc--sucb 
i my ill\pr iuu. It was thought lco \rnu1J du them. B lcl~in 
told me he had ot 10• thnt the ommi ioner· knew nothing 
h<iut in additiou t ., the -o l t . He did not tell me who from. 

Whc~ I came here I fi und out from JJaJdwin that there were 251) 
tots t be ,j, n to th 'ommi sioner . Ile a-kcd rue what we 
could •ive uo the uth r id•. The 25U lo · w re c timat d at 
11 ,0 1. t that time "Baldwin aiu L -,ms in fa,·or uf the ~ve~t si<le 
ot the river an1l. ai11 he thou ht u majority of the om11u::. 1 n r 
w r, also, and tliat he though $50,00U w nld secure it. ~ . d -
tetmincd that w•· vunl1l n t i, that am nnt to tho umuu 1011-

,c . Befol'e I h • ~rel the Capitol was located, the pcopl on the 
w • t iido l'ain •cl a uh. cription of a largo amount, n a.r $100,00U, I 
think. I know nothing about any or the ommi sioncl'a ox ·ept 
Pc rrarn. He told m thie,-tbat h had made hi · mark at $1U,000, 
and th would hn.vo to comet that. II a kcd me why they 
di<l not come down and aid tliat $10,0 was notl in 17• I have 
had no , 10municution with any of the ommissiou<:1'8 b ~ide 

c rnm. Perrram tohl me th note ho had received wcr·o made 
payable at oun il Bluff", an<l sine . then ho has told me that ~cy 
were pai,l. Pe ram aid th r were 250 lots ancl that ho was g _rng 
to hav 50 lot . My impre i n i that 1oodrell was all tho hme 
in tavor of this . i<le. 

Thl• inve tigatin 'oinmittce clrnrgc<l with the iuveatigation of 
the alleA'cd frauu in the location of the apitol ot Iowa, met at 
their room at the :pitol, whe11 the following proccedinrr ,v re_ had. 

Pr · •nt-the chairman and all the member .1f the Oomm1tt c. 
F. 1/. Tft· t wns worn and testifi •d as foll wi,: 
I caou t r l,,.•IIN:t anythin~ more thnn I 1un-c stated iu my for­

mer •xamimltion. Mr. Pe~ram, perhaps Goodrcll, wa · here thr 
01· four day$ b •for th I cation wa. ma<l.e. It ap.1. ear to me that 

[r. B lth~in told me that :i0,000 Wl1nh1 locate the apitol. I 
will n()t tote po. ifo·cly. Vnriou um., from ..,0,000 t1 .,50 t, 
wC'r~ 11mn •ll. l rcculloc:t diEitinctly lfal<lwi11 1,ni1l t me, when I 
had 11, conY<'r atio11 with him in tho ni••ht, n I • id h •for tlrn. 

10,000 ,_onltl nut chan •o the l0cati011. I met am n day 
or tw after the loc:atiou. 11nd my impr i m i t id wo f. •l-
low on th w t si e w ul<l'nt do anythin~ and th r t we we ha 

E. • Bald,~in worn. 1 don't know an ·thin I 
<luu·t think th')" ar orr <:t. I <l,l n, tr, oll •t of • •in, t I. n ,l) 

. l or . n lot whi. h I 1t11<l r t 
tppo ht it w fw m • 
• ap v·c t when I fi~bt co.m h 0 r 
appointed to hnt infiu<.'t ulcl 1Jrin t 

m 0 it" I ·onhl get th Ill i1ol lm•o.frd 1111 th 
I did not unc.l r, tnnd that t) 01nmi ,..j m 'r w •r, t 

ny Jot for 1uenting on h · . hat 1 

her )f lo n• appropriat pt · g · jnffu-
t''1CI!. I Jo o,v that 1 • • r I any 
1,Jt exe pt fr III rumor. I · 11 •nt of 
1he mnt ·r. I found that th th.,t r had 
deal of intluence with the 'u 1\i(l uot h • 
1Commis ion<"r,; ay unythin;.{ nh l <lid not t •)) 
.uny of tltc 1ommi ioncr what TC.'ll. T Jid 11ot 

n w tlrnt what I would a to t w nhl h v c111y 
inftu nc . Mr. ,vet cnme up aml Mr. I' -
gram were in b d and · th of 

mnu r. aot uy 
some pro1 erty o,·cr p1 ·o 
do t). I h •ard tbn ·i! HI 1tfl'-1. l 
ha\'e hnd · n,· r;,ati ~fr· Williu1n-
s on. I di,l u,1 gi, 1u r nri hing 
1 e. J rli,l not mL I did not. 

bear of an ) I 
n old 1 

11 t :;re he o 
i I od that vi 
the lo •a. io ru anc1 11hlic:. I 
should juc r ople thou"h that I ~1 · < u1 thing • 



February 25th, 1 5 , 4: o clock P. 

The ommittce met pursuant to call of the chairman. 
If all ap tLre<l for Gu dr 11 and Wells-Ka on for th memo· 

l"iali ts. 
Hall present tl tlte puper h r to attached ancl marked 'D." 
Loi·eU White wa w rn nd te tifiecl a follow : 
<iue ticm. W you n. r ident in Du Moine durio th year 
5r. a.nd 1 561 
An w r. I, as. 
Q. W ro you at thi ' place at the time tho ommi ionor w re 

hcl' lu l l'ato th apitol u, d r the net of 1 55 ~ 
A. I was. 

Dill yon her1c for 
that puq ~e! 

. 1 uiu. 
n1 propo ' ition~ ma<l to th Com-

t th tate throuo-h the om-

. 1t the time of the loc tion f th 
nd num ron. ly ignctl by citi­
d nntion of land in con iuera.-

o Tho m, ttcr wa 
ti.lo II the nb cription , written 
I thi ated on which w su od some 

70, 00. · 

wer 

J 

i h 
h 
h ir 
on a 
thy 

1-

tiun om the I 
k . heh d 

they hnd. This pap hat. 
It i no in my hand in . 
p p •r i the iu tanc uir •d 
if they had ed. it and i mi -
Iii.oner . I t ld Mr. tree t the 
citizen w re prepared to make cu 1 r 
a nu cripti · w · c · 
th pap rm h n 
■ubl!criptiou 
I show cl th 
rend it nc 

sub cription t 
per from any , 
was entitled. I th •n a ked if the o ui, tiw~ t rai the 
sub cription to $200,000. They an wcred that we might ho.v all 
that day-there would b no location that day. It w tat <l. that 
th next mornin they would receive anything we ha.cl to offor. 1 
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d not re;collcct be date -xcept .from the date of the e papers 
which ie April S5th, l 56. It w the same day of the date ~f the 
pap r . I went back ,on the west "de on the same day &nd ,mtcr-. 

ted myself in gettin ~ farther o criptioia. In the evenrng ot 
tha do. we h ,ard a rnmor that th mmi sioner hafil located the 

\-.i,itol. n hcaTiTI" that rnm<,r, jn t. ttc~ tea 1 wen_t t? J ewetfs 
offi (> nd with Jewett weDt to the room ot the Comrouwoners and 
pr.1,e~t d tbis paper. [Attached and marked' ."] It _is add!­
tional ea cription t tl1 amount of 13 ,O On pr entmg thia 
paper I , ked i1 they had made a l cation of the Capitol, telling 
tb ·rn I bad un<lertood th y had. They answered that they had 
prorid d they conM agre with the boldera of the land upon tenns. 
I a k d , hy they ht.d ha tened the 1 cation and aid if we had had 
a little further time we hould have complet d the sub cription of 
,~oo,o O. They made no particular answer-only aid they had 
di t·har~ed th 111· dntie . .1. othing further happened a that m et­
io~. Dr. Dro k , J . .M. Griffith and Thomas Mitchell came in at 
that time, 01· Im t them in the pn age way. ,.othing was aid 
onl that th , location was made if th y could agn.e on terms and 
tlmt, it w 1m11e · ssary for ns to make nny further effort to a t 
snl,a •rir,tion to I ate it n tho w st ~ide. I knew tl 01 mi . 
sioncrs. The c remnrk were mado to them. This "'WI all on the 
sum day and eYenin". The "onun· ioner intimated that they 
wi he<l no forther di ·u ~fon f tlie matter. 

Q. Wlwt wa the charact r of the nb..c1·ib r to the paper­
w re th y property liol<lera 3 

A. l think th y were rul ood for the amount sub cribed by 
them. 

Q. 
A. 
Q. 
.A. 

Were tho e ,muscription ma<l:e in irood faith 1 
'f hey ere 01 far ns I know. 
\ a. th ten acre men ioned any part of the 1200, 00? 

The t n acr s w 1·e to be giYen be ide the 
,~ ,1,1.)111 ►. 

< . i'itat · whNh(·r n11v p •r on prol ell to you to bo acting for 
th ( om111i -.i ncr I LUl,je •t d to by conn el for Commi ' sioners.J 

CJ. [ D.r the chllir.] Did y m }1 ar nny vn · -ay that th y were 
a lin • fo1· th Commi sion r ! 

A. I cli<l. 
(J. ho w· it '! 
.A. John B (I\ in. 

J7 

"'o 
$t te wh her r .11,ot <luring tJ1 
in D • 1luine8 for hi: r lo 

h • loeation w: peudin ,, .n:m h 
i ti ing o at,'t tor, or repr •nt 

nc , (If th Cv1nmi11-
1t' apitol nud , · 

pet 

r • pe ·ting- the official ,lc-t' of the onum MOnl!J'S. 

I Ob· l"te,1 to by conn ,1 for ( ,ommissionc ou t ht1 •1·0,md lh t 
it cal ti-,r hearsa .id n . th, rrnlud.J 

A. J>ur.ing he tilll f th, l ndt'ncy of the lot."otion f th 
('apitol, and whil th onuui . ion •r were her , 1 in conn • ti n 
with <•th , acted f, r th itizen of the t side. o, 
1.hre , or lour da ·.; priq:r to th I ·ati n of tl, pitoJ ,John l 3.ld-
win, 01· th, Mr. B:1hlwi11 here w· intr du l l m . II• lat d 
t, m , daat. he was nnthoriz 1 d t ad for Mr. Pegru.rn and .Mr. lr 
in thl! rnattcr r the loc·ntion t' tl1 • Cnpit 1. 11 had pr ., i usly, 
to 11w koowleJ.-r, ha<l l' 1wcr ,ti m with m 1 ns ociat , .. th •r •l re . ) 

th ubj • t di<l not c• me up as o. ue,i on•. He t hl m h would 
s. •m-, th ],,cation uf th apitol for "~W JOO •uarantied to him 
in thl· cn•nt it wru; locatCll on th wc't idc. 11(• 'nill it, wu th 
di! ire · r th~ 'mnmi- ion er .. to locat if ther •. 1 h<.> 1·cc-or<l w ,uld 
how l,ett r, and they ,\O\lhl locnte it thcr it they cm,1,1 Jo ll 

we]l b. · locating it ther •. 1 had dis ·11 ion with him at ,. 1io11s 
time - almo t very dny. Ou th 11ing prior to the 1 1·ntion o1 
th a.pitol h . t ld me tlint the matter coulJ not li' dda_yed lunger 
-tlin r okhum had corn o.nd he nm t mak al'tu11gcm 'Dt ith 
om• one at on ,e. He i:nicl thnt it wa hi hly important 1hot tlio 

iocation should be npon the w st sid , and. ]10 would ecur • jt for 
$15 000 if gu~ranti d to him. IT could g t m ,r' than that from 
tlie ea t side, I.mt it \TOtlld lie in property aud he wanted to make 
i a money tra.n Jction, ifpo sible. For my p •oplc · did not ace pt 
aIIJ of the terms. The r1e1lt conv r a.tion I ha.d with llim was in 
the afterno m of the day ou which th locnti n wns mud', bet we n 
th• tim ,, l vii;itcd the omm1 10ner1:1. 11 ' told rnc thot. h hucl 
a 1·ecd io local the 'npitnl on the east t1id 'ot Ow ri 1:1·. [ 3 kr,i 
him if that cl tcr111in:llit•r1 could b, ·hung cl hy au · ., n idc.-ation. 
He a.itl it could not. lt w1\ · a. bow~ jide A •r • moral h •twc n him• 
felt and tho • with w1wm lit! act ·cl. I Hk<'1l him if hc.i hnd any 
objl' ·lion to lllY sp aki11g to P ~ram or 'tr' t 1·c1 lati, l' to tl1(• 1111\t­

t,,1·. Be ai<l lie had m,t, li11t it "oul<.I u or 111) u • 1lmt th ·1 
wonl<l holu no communi · lion e c pt through him. Ilo said h 
kad clo1ed the trade. He hnd don b Ucr tlum h off.creel to de 

a 



f>II 1111 W(•,-t id1..· l'· 'd· ·, 
I , • · >,i. • J.i \\U , :iot j>i"t'r-l'ut • t 'I · · 

1. 10 CommL 8i iwr- ft \ . . . l . ·' • 1•'. I IH H.• f.11 111i-,:tin, 
· w, 111 t 1 • 'lfter110 • I .., I carri- d the r,11fi-c:ri1,tion . , on 111 t te ,lax on whi 'J 

w.i11 told •ne h1• I ·ul r·I 1,,.111 ie1·.,, to tl1c Oo1.urni1,sio11er,- tlrnt B:ud-
. ,,,e, t It' ti·ade. It ..... 

Leforo tliu ,,ecowl Iliad 1. 1 wa. after the fir~t ::ind 
ft · a ltt e conve.rRati 'th l\f a CJ· the location of the O 't l H .' on wi lJ i·. Peo•i.·am . 

I . · apl O · e sa1d he • · l O ~ 
ota wluch were on the e:tst a·a II . "l:3 ue to seJJ .,01ut, 

of lets an<i would sell them ox ~: e s::ud he had quite ti number 
TJ C . n 1me. 

' le ornmittec then ndjonrnc,1 
~t-hrua,y 26tli. · to nieet at i ,:,ehwk J>. :.-.r._ ,,r 

I Fiigned. I 

lt\•hrn:u-r :!IHII I ~Vi ,... • 
Tl1e (\n ,,1111ittt•t· lllet 1mrsu·mt to . ,J; ' •• • , "clod.: l". M. 
Tl , . ' a'-" ou1·11111{•n t 

,c mc111orit1.!i~t,; and C'.-<:omr . ~· . . 
pectin, attorneys. . 111s:--1onl•r~ itppenrc•d hy thci1· l't'FJ· 

Or )St> c•x11111inati1,11 of Lo\'ell \Vfiitt• 
(J. Uow long he fore tlte f< ""t· . . . 
. . , . '"• IP n o t • he (, . t l 1 · l 

m1s1<1c,ncr,; 111l·,·t 1 ' ap, o ( 1,c the Com-
A · f rould not fh. tJ • · 

(J kl , . · le time-then:: w·1 • . . 
rt.>o wm ~ ut1·1,·al. I ti. 1· h . , s f';.oruc delav Ill Afr . im~ oan·1n:l ii } . . 

tion. fl rnigli t Jiu ve been t . 1 1 ' ''. 1 • ( ay beton• t}w loi=ct.-
n , [ 1-~ o c ays Je1ol'<: 
'<\I• i ow loug hcforc the ] t' . . 
A 1 I oca 10n rltr! [r ~t . · ( o not know. · --= reet arn vo 1 
Q. Which of the O . - . A "" omnttss1oue1·.iJ diet fi 
. , ufr. Pog1·nm was tho first I . ycm rst oee ( 

Q. How lono- lwfor tl . 0 . ~,l w to know him. 
Pegram ( o .ic ,ap1tol wnci located ilid you &<::e Mr. 

A. f could 11ot Htty precisl•ly I tJ . I· . 
Q. How loug altc-1· ti O - . . . . 1111 ~ ,Lroc or tom• days. 

b f ie ou1ims1S1onc1" l I 11 . e ore J'OU got np the first l, .· . . . iar a arrfred was it 
0 . . sn scupt,un wJuch 

o111n11ss1oul.lrs ou tho 99d f A . ,vou pre1:,entcd to tho 
A I tJ · k - . -- 0 1.1ril, 1 56 ·~ · . . . lUI ,t wa,-, o11c• or two clnrs 

mg of U1c, 22d ol' A1,ril. . . II wa,: ~ot up on the lllorn-

Q.. \\'as thnt ~nh,-cri1,11·,,,1 •·t t 
• . ' ' 111 1 ·1 t ti . . 

m1saio11t•1•:-; or either 1• 1 .-. • ll' 1r1 hllH·t· ,JI' t!ic ( , . . o t1en1· '•I' . - 1 111n -
c1t1zcma o11 tho west t1idct . ,1a.~ it w rnlly nt tlw instnuct: of 

Ii· Fi f r ai;; C kno . I -w, nt tie lllstuucc of c·f· . 
i 17.cus Oil the wegt side. 

Q. Before tl1at ::;ul1s(·riptiou wa gut up haJ. you not Ii ~u,i 
ri.:11101· chat tih• (.;a]Jitol wnli loc:.1.tcJ. on tho ea.st side ot the rh d 

.A. Xo. . ·ot other1,·i:,c1 except that I lrn,d heard that Jo.bn 
Baldwin had tntc 1 tlt:tt the Capitol was to be locuted here. 

Q. .A.bont wi.Lat L.om· in the <lay was it tbnt yon presented th · 
subscription at H. IL Griffith's? 

A. Immcdiutcly after dinner-betweeu on aud two o dock·. 
Q. Were all the Commie i.oners pre ent at II. H. (h-iffith' at 

t o time th.at snhscription wn • prc,rnntcd to them l 
A. They were-or at lea t they were introduced to me, ihe of 

them, ns the Cou11nissionors, and I afterward, knew them 11s sue 1. 

Scaing the1:a afterwards and knowing them to lie tho Commis,,ion­
era, I recognized them as the per.;ons I SB.lV there. 

Q. ~Tm, not Mr. 'trcet sick, lying on the bed nt thot timt-, at 
II. II. GnOith's ! 

_l,. He was, witl1 liis c:luthc on. 
Q. \Vere not tho other pcrsou you sa,Y uut of dool',; i,irtinJ 
d~r the trees in the shade i 
A. They were not. They were all in the f1·ont rooru iu 11. II, 

Griffith's house e 
Q. ,v ere not Mr. Goodrcll and Guy -,.yells sitti ug out doors at 

tho tim0 you went there ; di1l either of them go into the hou e 
while you were there 1 

A. They might have been when we n.pproiichml the hou1->o : but 
if so they went into the hou o for they were all present when I 
had conversation with the Oommiiosioncrs. 

Q. Di<l you not lumd the snl,scriptiou paper to .Mr. 1V ell,, wlteu 
they were out of cloors? di,l not '\V-clls an<l Goodrcll exn1uiuc it 
o.nd teU ,ron to show it to t>trect in the house ou the bed, a111l w ~ 
there any person present in the 1·00111 except Gritlith nn.J his lady 
at th• limo in tho room 1 

A. My recollection i':l that tlic pnp •r was nuL shown nt all out 
ot' doora - that OB makinrr known the uatun· uf m,v lrnsinesB in tho 
room I wa:;; rcfoned to Mr. 'treet, who wna lyi11g; 011 th,ci bu<l-thu.t 
1 gn.vc. the paper to him-tlu1.t it pa;;sl•<l frum hcu1<l to hand to all 
the CommissioHns-that 11eithcr Mr. Oritlitlt no1· l1is ln<ly w~re 
prc,;L"llt-that ~'lr. Hrinith { saw 1Stnntli11g in front of hi lto11~0 at 
th e fr·rn·l·-thut Mt·. an1l :\11· . Oriffitl1 mig-l1t 11111 e <·0111(• i11t1 ► tho 
hon:,;l' clul'ing the time .r staid thet'l', but if &o th 1•y marl(• w, -tay. 

Q. With whom 1licl you couvcr~e whill· you w1.•r1.: in tL.u lwu,o ~ 



A. With Mt. treet fJ:.uticnla:rly, but more or lC-B~ with a.11 the 
Commissioners. 

Q. Was it not said pnblicly to you that Lbe location ha<l be~n 
aade if the parties made con...-eyan.ce o( the land ? 

A. It was not in an , manner whatever. 
Q. Did you not go with Mr. Griffith up lo ;the publi<: sgua.i-e 

'Where the sw·veyor was 1nrvo.ri11g tlie land to ~xaminr it :nt tJie 
time~ 

.A. I did-to the pre ont ground or ncai-:them. 
Q. Who was cng-ag d in nrnnrng tJ1e land nt tJu, ti111e yon 

were tJ1 ere t 

A. J clo not kno,,-there w •re a mnuLe1· of persons about the 
groun<la-1 do not rem cm her who. I noticed no one snrve.} ing. 

Q. II ow long did you remain w11ere the surveying war; gohlg on'{ 
A. I remained on tho gronn<ls some Jrn]f hour perhaps. 
Q1

• How long aiter yon rot111·ncft:to the:west shlc of ti," 1·inr 
beforc- you hearcl of the location of the Capitol? 

A. Just after dark I think I 1H•ard th<'J rnmol' tlmt 1he C'apitoJ ~ 
was located. 

(~. Wm·e nil the <Jomrnissionc1·,c; at the Dcmoi11c> Ilo11se whcu 
you snw tl1om that evening? 

A. J think they wcr •, but I \\ ill Hot state .vositivclj. I t11fok 
they wel'e uot when I went Lnt T waited ti)] they aU came i rJ, I think. 

Q. Can you certainly say that Street was on the west side that 
night? 

.A. 1 am vel'y confident he was. 

Q. Al"e yon as certain that;:he was onSthnt sid,e as yon al'o th,~t 
you hHd the conve1·satiou yon hayo related 3 

.A. I would not sponk as clctinitcly of t]1e prusence of the Com­
missioners in the evening- as in the!;nfrernoon. J~vonM not state 
that Sti·ect took part iu the c•on vcrsation t Jiat nig)Jt. Mo t ot the 
Corn1ui:-:i;io1ic1·s wore tlim·e it not al I. 

Q. In what 1·oom in the D •111uille 1fous • was it yo11 ha<l tLc 
conven,Rtion? 

.A. It wae a front room over the dining~Lau,:and tLe tfrst .sec­
oml or thil-d fro1u the stui1". 

(~. Wt-re all the Co1111111issio1w1·a:tlmt Jo11 ta]J:.(1d witl1 tlial night 
logctb l' in the 1·oom t1mt. niglit d 

A. They were. 

Q. How long did you remain iu the room whJ1 th<:m ! 

A. rct·h&i;,; ten ininutee. _ taJ 
Q was not the subecnption , ·opy of hich you. pr tot n to 

. . t d d as moro m.a or here, tit tho time they were got up Ul en_ e 
make capital of, ruid with the ,mdore,tand1ng that they were nevl)r 

t., be paid j' 'th tf d bca.rJ n 
A. I j.,ncd tho subscript.ion in good fau myse an 

one ~uke :ny statement that they did not. . i ~ 
Q Who ncted as the agent in procnrin thc11c subs~ript o; A: I did to some extent, and there ere other part1os. c n . 

not ay who now. d t b n-iven to 
Q. Who owned the sqnarc: thut was propose u e b 

the 'ta.te upon which it wa. p1·opo cd to eroct tho Capitol buildings 
on the we t side l 

A.. F'rancis C. G.-i.mmcl nml Richnrd llolcomb.. , 
Q. Wore those persons hero at the ~itme the Oap,itol was locat:!i 
A. I cannot say positively-I th1~k they were. TtiivereJI 

oruo days previously executed deeds of the ten acres and 
them to Ca.pt. West. I saw them. 

Q. Ilow far is that squa~e fro,_11 the rived 
A. About five eighths of n 1mle. . 
Q. How far from the junction of the t~vo rivera 1 
A. About three-fourths of a mile, I tbmk. t 
Q How ie this ten acres marked on the mnp · 
A. I never compa1·ed the deeds with the map, nor do [ now 

recoilect the description of tho la11c.l in the deeds,~but _I_ under 
itaud it to be at the north-wesl. corner of Gri~~el : addition. 

Q. How does it lie in reference to_ your nddttlon . 
A. It is a Htt1c north-east from mrne. 
Q. How far from your ad_dition ~-
A. An eighth of a mile, 11'1 my Judgmen_t. . 
0 Did the Commissioners go and examine ti.us land i 
A. I understand they did. I do not know of my own knowledgo. 
Q. In gcttino- up yom· snhscriptions was tbete a.ny property 

desc~·ibcd or indiented other tlrnu. the ton n.cres that was to bo given 

to thr- State ? I b t. 
A. There wns 110 othe1· property duscrib-Od th~t romem · er o • 
Q. Do you know that tho persons who subscnbed had property 

to rrj,.-e ~ • f k" A. I know that most oi' tbem had, and at the time o ma 1ng 
the subscl'iptiou it was my impresRion that all were good for the 

mounts subscribe<l. 
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. _ W a the snbE>cription ,,o bonus~ • r- np to he given to tbe Stat~ a.;; a 

A. It WW:. 

). ¥here wa . tl c prop~rty 1 ti b they were to gin•~ ' . t('-,C su ,-cribcr:-i situated that 

A• There ·wa,; nu " t • • o a t•111,•11t 111 :tdt> a:, tn th:-,t. 'fl 
g \'(' such property as they lHL<l. ,ie~· wc.-rc· t.J 

Q. This propt.>rty was tlH!ll ot to the men 1 gi\'C·n as A bribe to the ta-le am! 

A. The land ~a.., oH{;re<l to th , . . . . . 
Jocation of thlil 'apitol. c tatc in ,·uns1deration of the 

Q. ,v ore there any othci· " b -· . . . 
other than those vou ha. <l 11 -1~rtlpt1on;:; got up on the other side 

A 
" , , c e,;cr1 vec 1 

• With the prcse t t' f 1' · all effort ,v u a JOU o t IC two snbf;criptiomi we <'•~n<:ed 
( · c gbt np nothing further after that 

. ' ere not other snbticriptiona J. . 
11idc·r1Ltion that it f>hould be l t 1 an uotcs got up tlwr in {'C\:'11-

A Tl . 
oc:a cc on the wei;t -idc 1 

• 101'(! WllR. • 

(~. MH,rn'. mnclt ~vi.ls o ·ubscribed and l1y whom i 

.i • y impre i,tOn -would L ' ti l . $12 OV!J . l ·1 I l iat t iere was som e 11 •. 000 ,,r 
l bU >SCrJ JC( at one timu 

O B . --· 
• .Ii.• y whom was thi;, snlJI i-nb-.. ··l I . I • it fixed ~ . cl I ie, ' Lu11 Ill whal i;hape was 

A. It w:;:; snb:-:cril1ccl bv mo~t uf t1 ... 
of the ri,·cr .4. a • • . • I ' 1e 1,;itizens <111 tlic wcat side 

• , .1:i.." near as rem cm b . - t1 . 
pr rni:.c1l to pay to ccl't" • , . . . Cl ic tot'm was thnt th 
(

, • • ,.111 p.11 ties ot whom I ,.. . 
;ap1tol wns located on tl . . ,.' 1 . w .. s one: 111 <>a«e tie 

Q 1V . ie '"c-,t sn c of then er 

A
. .ti it not collectccl in pro111i,-sory notes'. 
• It was mo.,tly. · · 

Lc,uk at th' pdition n.n,l ,,late how , . 
l'OOtrihntors to the f cl •. l nrnu.) of tli,• ,;1~rn-1·s were 

0 
nn Jon i:wc la,,t nnmc<l. 

•: LBy Mnhony.7 '\V.t-1 thP. fond of , ·h· ,} 
he :'.!l\'1•n to the 'tate or to tl . C ... , re i yon l:i=;t ,:,poke to 

A I . . ll. .1llllll11,,;s10nl•r..:! 
. t "as put mto the ltan<ls of ·i c . 

lo<'ation of the C •1pitol 'l'I • omnllttcc to intlr1cnc·o the 
• · )('l'C Wl'l~ no ' t t, I . lie used. · "igg••s ,!Oil inw 1t wa,i t) 

.. ,v:1.s y lll one of tlie committee 1 l 
contnbutc to that fund ~ anc iow much ili1l ,rou 

A. I was one of the comm:ttee I 1000. • · contrihu cd either . :.ou or 

Q . \V, th"t timd ,o r. ·.., tl either di1·ecth· or in Hr ' (0th· c er 
<. ficr~J to the Comm.ii.-.,-.i,1ne1", through :.ny ~ peroou, or m~,:, part 

1 he1•t>ot ? 
, . lt ww, nnt to 111 • l.11(1\ ·le,lgc, nulc,:e th• fa ·t that that enm• 

111 i t e1• ht•l11 c:on..:nltations with ,John. J3a\1lwin in reteron ·e t.i prit-e, 
nrnld 1> ' 1·;lllcd o offei·ing it. _A.., :t 1nemhcr of" the 1·1m1mitll'l' I re­
<· iv•d olfors from Juhu llal twin. lmt h:n-c 1w kw1wk!l~e 111' any 

dire<"t ,;pcc;tic.: offer being madl' him. •t• ,,a-; not that funu rai" <l fur the purp :-C (lf h ·ill!.!; pai,1 n,•c.r 
t o th· 'umini.c=-ioncr" an,l u,t•d a.., .t hrilw tn ~N 11 1.: I,w:Hion ,in 

• h,• ,n•st t-ide ! 
A. ft wa~ pnt ;1\.,-,1,1nte1y in th <.! hant., c,f the ,•,,i1unilt 'l's nnd 

: 1- uno of that committee J !clt authorized to 11,) with it just n l 
i,;;iw fit~ :ni<l hnd the pr•"Plhit ion of lhl<lwin hecn :w1·<'ph'•I it 

wonhl h,ln' heen paid hi111. 
n. r I3_y Mahony. I ,v:1 . ,111.)" p1,rtiu11 ot' tl 1i,., 111oucy ('\"(11' pnid 

'lo tlH· ('ommii;,,,-i,"lnC'rs 1 • 
A. , • 0 rortion wa ' p\'('l' tdt; .. ,•c•.J ti l1J 111 unh:t:1' I l l\ offel' to Mr. 

:Ll(lwin ,vus so considcret1. 
IE:-- planatoL'Y remark by Mr. ,Vhite i11 rdt•1·1..•11<·11 to intinrn.tions 

or drnrge .. that he was an int en i;tt'd wi111c,-,.:.l At the t,mc of the 
locatinn I ,vac; <1cc11ly intcr(!sted in tl1t' wc•~t Bidi\ aml fo11ghL th• 
battle to the 1,ebt of my al1ilit to locatP the ( apitol over there.­
that ,;inc·P that time and now J lmn• a,; 11rnch inten'"'t on ihi · sidl} 
ai:; tlmt.-I eigncd a. rP1rn111struncc .l"nin..,t thi.' in,·c•btigittinn ,109 
d id 11,,t ,;olic·it the 1)i-i,ile~c (Ir ,·rnnin~ lterv. 1 wafi comp1'llc1l to 
N)llH.' here, wi,-,hing not tn do ~o- thal lll\ inti'ri•!;t · "·oukl !'!,llfl'Pr 

frnlll this ~witatio~. a11d am now ad\c•r=-e ;,) its iv•ilntion. ~ r ~ 
Thi• ronnsvl for tl1c ('01mni-,,-,ioner:; pruff,·n•1l tbe t'ollowing tp1t•s• 

t i .. u as <:rn,-.s-l':...:,1minati11n tfl t1w ,,taternenl::; of .T11lrn lkihlwin 1 a.s 
c1n~wn nnt in tlw (.•:,;a111inatirm in d1ieC whi<:11 1tl' 1-till ohjncb \11 aK 

ill l';!• 1 :w1l i111111·01w1-, autl ,~ill mni11tni11 hi1> t x, ·c'vti11th tl1('!'t tn. 
tJ. When di(l you firtit,; •e fr .. Johll B:1l<lwi11 ~ 
A. J>roha1,ly thn•c day,; b,·f,wc· the lol"atil•ll-
tJ. I low long 1ifter )'ffll tlrt-L ,.aw him. did yu11 lw,·" t.]w fir \. 

c ou,·l•r~ntion wltic•h yon ddailml ou .)'<'St~r•hl,Y e ,·e rii 11t; / 
A. 1 thi11l · it wa:; lmcl irnmc11iatP]y. I t.Lrnl· li t> wn,; lntrn1lncNi 

lo nw to talk u11 tlw i-uhjc•• . • 
\Vh,, intro<luce•l lihn ! 

,A.. Capt. W 1.•E<t. 



.. 
(}. W8.8 BDJ 011t• of the Commi iouers present when h wa>-1 

introduced? 
A. I did not at auy time see Baldwin with the Commi ·ioncn,. 
Q. Where 9,11_ it and what day was it you had the ccon,l coo 

•ersation with Baldwin in n:forence to tbe closing of the trade l 
A. It was tho evening ]Jtior to the; location of the Capitol in 

W'hich he statcd that the arrangement must be rnatlowith i:iomebody 
for the location of the Capitol-it coulrl not be rlelaye<l lrmgcr -

· It was in my office on Sacond 6treet. 
Q. Did Ml'. Baldwin go to your offiel' voluntarily 1;r \ (l. h 

11ent for by you or a11ybody else~ 
A. Mr. West's office ,vai; next door to mine 1,ut one, a11J Juriu;;1; 

the lint(' of Mr. Bald win,s stay here, he wns in Lhe offices a number 
of times ouch day. I am unable to sny that It(• wa or w,Lij not 
1ont fo1·-my impressiou is that he came there ns he came bet~Jre. 

Q. Wm1 that on ' 'unrlu..r or Satnrdity ~ 
A. I cim't tell tho day of tho week. 
Q. ·was not the Oilpito1 located on Monrlay the ~~u vi April? 
A. I don't knnw 011 what dny of the• wot-k the 2:M of April 

fell on tlmt year. 
Q. Well, if tho 2.i:!d wa on Mooday, di,i the convot"sation tak 

p1acc on Suud~ty '1 
A. 1 don't remcml,er of holding any convel',.ution with Bald ­

win on Sunday-but it m:ght lrnvc buen so. 
· Q. At the time JOlL had this con verso.tiou haii you rajRed tli,..> 

l\19,0uo or did you ruil:le it afterwards ~ 
A. We iw.<l raiAed it before, I think. 
Q. When was it that yon stnv IJaldwio and asked him whether 

t.bo pnrposc or tho Commissioners coulJ not ho changed '! 
A. It wua ufter the presuntatiou of thti first suhseripti,Ju paper 

and befol'c the prc!.entation of tbc second. 
Q. !,out what time iu the uftc•tnoou wn-; it that you had h ,s 

c-onn•rsntion with Bn.ldwin i 
A. It was soou after rny 1·otum from the east siJe of the rivti1·, 

or bctwc(•n tlmt nml tl:a time. I can't fix the hour. 
Q. Who was prusont hohide yourself aud llaltlwiu wheu the 

convorsation took place ·~ 
A. [ think Capt. West, a pu.rt or an the tiuw. 
'(J. \Vho.t became of t.he n,;tos uml ob igation-. gather J up :11 

that special fand ~ 

' Q. 

The_y cl'.:.I r-,,t11rncct to the p;i.rtio gi\·it½; them. . 
Wa.. Gov. Grimes here ,luring the apringor sura1uer o 

o.aon ! 
A. [ 11uTer ~aw G-oY. GrimP:1 to know him till a.bfHlt, ooe Y"--\.U' 

'-"'O· when I WM introduced to hitn at Iow:i City. 
::, ' · I · ff ' Q. About what time Jid you e,;ee Gov. Grirucs at owa tty · 

. I left hore to go to Iowa Oity tho 25th of Fobrmiryt aitii [ 

aw him oon after my arrival, about the fir t of Marcli. 
Q. Where was Gov. Grimes when yon saw him? 
A. Ho wao; at the Clinton House,, fowa City. Mr. Ooo,frllll 

i troduoed him. .., 
Q. Did •ton at the, Olinton Ilous •1 in [owa City, state tu (.~ov. 

Orimoa that· you believed th• CommissiotHJr3 locAiting tho 01&pito1 
cted honestly, and the imputtition of brihl'ry upou thom Wll.i ••· 

&lander or wnrds l1> tlllLt purport~ 
f Obj:ctcd to by conmml for memoriali ,:.t➔ and ol,jecti~n 1'1U'Bt~i1•01I, 

1o1· the rca.s0t1, as stt\tetl by Mr. Mahony, thnt it wus tmpcrtwcnt, 
AA the a.n~W(ff, wlLCthc1· in the affit'rua.tivo or neg11tive would ~o 
contrndiction t,) anythi11g which the witnes li:1'! ah·cndy saul.­
McOr:l.l·y dis&entcd. Tho quo.-,,tion might be a..~kc<l for tho 1~11rpm1e 
of impeachment whethe1· it rPl:l.t 'S to teitimony already gavrn m· 

not.J . 
Q. H.1vo you contribntcd anJthing or promiser!. a11yt.hin_!{ h> • 

v1a.rds hiring connsol to pr(l..,ecute tbi cas,c ~ 

A. I have not. 
~ Q. Where ,vm·e 0. ll. and W. A. Poindoxtcr, who signed the 

sn b.;cri ption, nt that timo '& 
. They were reprcscntod here by William Bu.k:c:r, fL brothor 

' u-law, wh~ hml ,charge of their propurty, which w11..o, in KcPue : r11J 

Poindexter's a<ld it io11. 
Q. Who nhscribod per Bn.rlow Gmng,•r ! 
A. It was for Lorenr.o Bird, of Mi <;ouri. 
Q. Do ,you know auytbin~ of tho 1Lutbority lhi8 party hu..J tq 

J ake th.is :mbscriptiou ! • 
A. I have l.lou"'ht property of Barlow Grnngl'r, a'l a'ttorn~y rn 

fact for Lorenzo Bird. I know nothing nhout Baker's authority. 
Q. What do you know of .J. A. Story's cin:1unstanccs 1 
A.. Ho owned quite a traC't of land north of Orianrnel's a.Jditiou 

ad still owus somo. · 
4 



DllU;,; r EX . .\ l,HN A'rfO!',I. 

<,1,. What w,is the \·nine per acre vf the land n11w kno\,. n as 
Ciipi ol S'lnarc prior to the loc.-:ition uf the "'apitol th_ •re_i 

A. I cannot th: the ntlne of the 11ropcrty on tlu,; ·1<le nt t!be 
r , ... ,. at that time. 011 dw day the l0c:ation was made there was 
(;°tl vr 11ini- or thirt0en ac·res iui the uortb trae:t, now known u Rtev.­
;..·f ,l :Lddit.ion, solcl for 1,50 per acre. Prior to that ti m • it had 
l•l~c>11 •i,;timated to be worth $100 per ac:re. This wu!!I .- i1natcd in 
ll11• s1tmo hi:tlt' section arnl ,,-as a part of that tract a.nd Wtu, an uu-

t:ivide,J intu1c•f't. 1 
tJ,. !By Mahony.J '\Vas thesnuecriptiun to he made to $200.000 

anil was that gnarantiod to tlic Commissiope1·E> for the Stnte t 
A. Tho first proposition is in the notice hy .I cwett. The i;nb-

1wription papers were 1onvar1led a' e\·iclcuco or good faith. It ,,·us 
nudentorn l that the . nm of $200,000 was to, 7H3 made, up. I tlo 
11ot rcc·ollcct of beu.ring- the ma.tter discnt:i;,c,1, w'hethor if ,\U.)' part 
<,f the *20()/HJO \\ a-. not c<1llectcd frum the parties it shonld he 

miull!np. · 
Tliu Curnmittve i1tljournNl t<, lf tu-(;h 
[ f.:.i~n, ,1. 7 

lf,t, at 7 o·clock I'. M. 
~. SIDLEY, CIPrJ;. 

lfoNnA-r, March 1E,t1 lHhS, 7 o'el,,ck P. )I. 

'l'!w Uouuuitt<•ti md ptH'illltwt t•> adjom·nnw11 t. 
,Ill( ge Dull aml ,J. A., illiams11n for the Commit--<1j,,rwrs--D. F 

Mill r for tl11• memoriali:;ls. 
W 0. Burton hei11g bworn, testified as follow;;;: 

l~. \Vere ynn r •sitlinf( at this dty a.t the time thr location of the 
( 'apir,,l wn~ ma•I<•, aurl if yr1n W•'l'P ,;tat<' nil you know ahonl th~ 
:-,<-ts ut' the ('01n11.isi;;w1t,'l'8 iri reg11nl to it;; lo<•ation i 

A .. 1 ,ya,;. Un the 22,1 of April, t85fi, ti.C'r•o1·1lilig H1 the uatc nl 

11w 1rnhH·1·iptin11 pnp1•r;;. l <'lttll with <+. llollaud to J . .M. (hi/Htb's 
with a uotic·l' t(> "e1·vc 111L thu Cou1miH,io11c:1•,-,-that, the propoc.itiou 
wa~ urn,le in t111· 1111tir:L' flint, wt• werP about to rai;-;e a 1-!lb.'cripfom 
<•i .;~011,nno l't•r the 'tate, pr,>videtl the Capitol wa• lo<'ated 011 the 

·1it-t Hide of tl11• Dci:; )foincfi river. ,v e 1:mw 'S• 111c two or tlu·<>e ot 
th ( 'ornmi,;:.;iorn·rs at <Iriffith\, and 1 beli •n' that !lb-. ,Vells wns 
tlwr(• nt thl' time, uml I beli ,vc tw,) or tbreu o hers. W c tol,1 them 

()11l' unr-inl'~~- They told llS tlrnt Mr. trel'l Wl\f; 0 ·er nt l L u. 

Griffitl1= anu we ha<l hetter go over HlHl :,,Ct' him. "'e wc>nt in 
an<l he w.1' lying on the bed with hi· La ·'k It the J w, with his 
elothes 011. \Ve pas,cd the time o1 dav nnd told him what on.r 
b·1 in,•·. wa.:: :111'1 -,t·n· •Ia U)ticP .. n ltilll 1,y givinµ- hir11 tlw n tic<• 
m.,· el anti took a eop,,•• We w,lcc•d him if th,· had nwd<.' the 
l eati 11. Ile ai,l the_, ha<] IH•t. \\' <.· a k •d Iii,;, if llwv would 
t::ikc our prop~)i,ition unJer t·oneicl!'ratioii, mul _g;h \l!'i ~llltil to• 
ruo_rr~w mo,·ning to {•qlllpl tc tlw vll botl'iptinn. Pnrt tJ! tlw 111.'1• 
1,cnptions W<'r' ma1ie nrnl we wunte,l till tlwn 10 c,mipl<'ti• it. Ile 
i;tatcd there wnnlcl 11(' 110 locnti,m till !I Pl' Ill o\•lod. 111•\.t. llav ;rn<l 
ha! th 'Y w~uld rt•eei, e n.ny nffPr OB•l tnk,• it under con:idl\r:ttion, 

wluch we m1.~ht 111akc. That i at! th•cotncr atinn I1,ad ,vitli the 
{ 'ommissioner .. 

Q. "\Vhen ,lid you Jfr,,t lu·,u· the lcwMinn wilfl rnml ,e: ~ 
A. This wa" in the l~H" •n,,un that we wt•re 01 ,,. there ai, a hoYe 

tated, a~d in 1·,•hir11ini l10111e I 11, .. t l\lt'1:;-,1·s. \Vhitl' an1l ,f 'W.ctt 011 
t1ie t~a-.t R1 1le of the river ·omin;.r on.Jr with tlw •111,-.c·ription. 

0. \.Va,., tliat subscription ,i,f . .,200,<HHI 111111lu iu u·t1,1d foitl, 0 

tar ns yon know? · 

.A. Jt '_''a~ to tin' lH1"t of m. · knowledge. '.\Ii1w w,1i,. I wn.; on 
the snlJscr1pt1,m po.per. lt wn on the v, eni11~ of the Bllllll' dn.r 
H1,1t I ht•ard a rnmc11· ~hat tl11• lm·nti,m wa,-. mailv, l111t 11otlii 11 g- l'l•l·i-
able. · 

Q. Do yun bww a1wtlii11g- about an r n·r111;11d 

th . ,vl'st side of tll<' ri,cr for the C •~11i1.,], in 
$2fl0,000 ! 

lwi11~ 11fl'Pl'~!d on 
arlclitio11 t,, the 

A. Xothin" lllOl'i• thnn what w,·1~ t·o11t,·1·,, 1 .. 11 • · r- ~ .., Ill I It' n,,nc•<1 Ii.~' 
Jewett. ., 

t'J:11. ,- bX.\Mf:'\ATJO:-; 11\ 1! ,\LJ ,. 

tJ. ,v ci·e y,,u n11e <>f tlir• t:ett1>1·,:; 11p an,I .,i!!"JtPl'R ,.f 1!11• l1i<•11i,1i·ial 
J!fh1, llt1'1l lo tli(· fl11tl'<f' ul n"l'l'l•~('lltnti,\'{' ~ ~ , 

A. 1 was. 
Q. Ha,•1• .vo11 1·1,11t1··11,,,t,·,l t 1· l n a tt111 to ('; ., c·111tn ,.I t11. id i11 thi1:, 

i , \ C'titi~ntion 1 
A. I h:tn• not. l,m c:qwr·t 11,. 

. <r Han• ,Y,111 di!' ·dl_v <JI' iwlir\:ttl,;· 111: ,,, •. Ii)' • 1· , • 11' •Ill lr,1 ·-. ('I ill I• 

llont!<l un the 1,11ccc: s 1,l'this i11n• t1µ-aliu 11 ! · 
~~- I ha\"e mn1le a c:ontral't witl, ;m Att,11•1wr t,, attnul tu this 

bUbln('(;'l. • 

Q. h, tl1l' <·<,ntrnd t·onditiorH' •I iu , ny , rt ~ 



It j not. 
Q. Is thero not a condition in ison1e part with ome oftlrn coun-

1111e! '? 
A. 1 wiv,c mu.de a contract with Mr. K11:;;1on. I am to pay him. 

a cortain amo1mt, ,and if it tukes more time and trouulc thau we­
a.-a awaro ot; ho leave it optional with me to pay him what more 
it may be worth. 

(~. \Vas this contmct made heioru the memorial wn · pr~J11enh,<l 
to the llous<: ot Representatives? 

'A. It WllS made aftcwai-ds. 
Q. Is thorn not a. contract expreucd or 1mderatow botweeu 

_youreelf aod others vf the momorinlists and coa.oso1, that if a state 
of facts can be provodl to rcmo,~e the Capit-01 to the west idc of th& 
1·i • e1· that a Jnrger ~um of' money shaU bo paid them, 

A. All the cou r:.,ct with Kassoo I hlWO tat,cd. AU tbat I li:ive 
to say iR, thnt I 11 :1, o contL·acto<l with Mr. Kas on and if more work 
i.a required than cxpecte1l tic left it to us to pny more as can be 
agreod upon. 

Q. I lly liller. I Do you pay 11w anything exc pt :1.'I counsel 
licfo1·e the Committee? 

A. f do not. 
Q. W l're you .i eoutrihutor to 1.my fond oxc(•pt the g200,ooo. 
Objt1ctc1! lo and tho objection su taincd hy the Oornmittoe. 
Q. Wlint ti111l' wu1, t.hc .$200,.000 91uhscription commenced to bo 

aot up i 
A. I I was ('.l'Hllrncnccd 011 tho mornin~ of' the elate of tl1at nb­

i:Jcriptiou paper. 
Q. I By Mahonoy.J Wm, ther I auy n1ino1· thnt th0Cln11itol wl\8 

lo<"ntc<l hC"for' that suh.'eription pa11t•r was got up t 
i • \Vu lrnd not ltUtler~too<l that a IOl·ation wa., rnndl·. Thor 

were 1111111y rumori. abroad. 
(i. [By .Mnhnncy, I Ilad you any apprehension that tho loca. 

tion wns mudo or hud het·n mn.,lcthat Ju.y, or di,l you Jread that it 
would be mndc cm the em,t side! 

A. ,v e l1acl 11ome foar that tho location would 1Je madli on the 
-cast 1,ide. \Vt' lutil leur.; that tlw locution woultl be ma<ll• on that 
de.y, or ~ome dny noou, on the en t side, from the mmor we had 
heard. 

Q. [Uy Ma.huauy._l Arc yuu certain that vou <litl not h ar tL.ut 
tht\ loco.lion wa..~ maJc hefori! thu ub cription ·was gt)t up 1 

21-1 

A. 1 am <'erl ·n l did nor 1 hem·. 
Q. Who w pr " nt when von had 

trect? ~ c·u11H:r,-ation ,, ith Mr. 

A. T~erc ,ras no one present. 
Q. Did . •ou not learn th•lt M ·H 

Hquar~, and what time wa it r~ : C (?111?1 WU$ 81ln,eying out tLe 
A I tl t::n.w TOOur ,Jl on the ~ 

. . t was ome dayti allcr that- i ·1 ~ . square . 
after that l s&w him and I , r .1 iap the ne t dEL_y oi· day 

Q II • .. yons on t!lc equarc 
· 0 "· lorw had the · ,· · 

i:, ornm1 -;ltl!Wr huen in ',.. 1 . 
yon presented the :.u bscription to treet i 'l s-;ion >afore 

A. I dou'trecollect who came fo· I oi.'J, , " 
he;c, or did not all c me nt once. a-,t. I ht\\' lVl't·1• not llU 

<1.. W a' there not :t "retit deal or ... · 
the river iltn()n<, dtizcu,,~-e l)ect" ,, 1.xitlle1:1ent 011 l>otli sides uf 

t b m~ ' le ocat,on ot t"l'u• () • I 
was no ev1.'ry excrtinll and appliance . l . . . , .' ap1to, and 
zen on &oth i;iidc.~ of tlw ri~er in onf • t ,UH ,lltcntwn n od hy oiti­
Cn.pitol t · ,ei •) irncmi-c tlie loea~ion <>f tlif' 

A. There \ra A "'l'<''lt .J "·ti of . . . t 
t t1 ,-, • "'-• l'X •1 e1ucnt t tl · · o 1e location. The (' Jl • . • a. 11 trnw 111 i·c,r•u·cJ 
th . i mnt:, ioncr · I ,,;-1 u t . b' 
. e t11ne-so1 11 • wen• TJ . . ' o :tC(Jll:trnicd wHl1 at 
t' . l('j wen• o11 11,e ca~I ,· 1 tl 
nne. I think only two put u t} ;;;1< e . ie inoi;t o{ tJ1 

and Pcgi-a.1.n I think. (To lh~J ;~\ /t wost side o1 the riH1· -Htro t 
pose there w.u:. ( IIUSii.) 1 do 11ot kno,v f snp-

Q. Do you not kno11· that part olth' $-> . . 
made ,vitliont any iuteutiou f ,·t I . u ~IJO,Ol)o 1-<11l11:wripti,.u1 w RI! 

A Tl . o l s >e,.n,,. paid ! 
. tc impression at Uiat t· .::i 

k • , • me wns and JU ' • 
as my -now1,et!go goes there ,v, ' ,. J ow1'1 nuw is, HO far 

b ' .is not one <lolh1· 1. ·1 
paper ut wns subscribed 1·11 ~ l ~· "tl • su111:Jcri Jcu on that 
.. l e-1101 1a1 i and • I l l 
it I ie loenti011 Ji:ul 71l'e11 n1·11le o ti • "ou, iavt' hccn paid 

1 ' n w we t ,· 1 J J as wns ac,ptainrorl wit Ii ti ,. . :, s11 t' •J t ie1•i, <·1·. 'o far r I I . k it• »II o~t·1·il 101·'s c·i • rn1e t ,111. the, l\"l'l't• ull. ·1 1 . . rcu111 ·1a11ct•-1 at tint 
, \ \\T · '1 1 c tu P'l.)' tlwir El I' · • ""-· as it not ••ut llj, ,1 •. 1 . ' H 11-1·1·1pti1111t;. 

n , s ,t ast re,.ort . . j 
mate1.r H,;cd a tlHT :tr<• nu\\" n~i11 ·t t 't w11 • :t , icw to l~c nlri­
Uapitol ( . , g I ' o < istnrh tlH• lncalfon nftht• 

. A . . It w~s got up as n lni,,t retwrt to ., t t] I • . 
side of tl,c 1·1 ,·er and it' tl • 0' . i:'e . w ocut11m o11 the west 
the ,. ·0 ' · Jr orniuis1,10ncrs , • l I 

c.1 ti-t c, a11d notr,•tcivin" J,11• the '. n.u ct io !1,cn.fi(Jn on 
would he an e\·idonco that tli; d"d . tatc th_at arw11111t, tliat tlrn.t 

Q. [By Mahonoy J ,v y , not do tbeu.· duty. 
d th c · as any other subsc · f 

nee e omrnissione1·s to locate the O . . rip ton got up to in-
•ap1tol ou the, west side ! 



A. th •r }•1"11 ,, j ·,,n 

I thin · of non· hat w r • . 
<l. Hvw l 1 , l,cforc tln• pr ·-l·t1t,itw11 f he 

J, 

( /Jol/,11,d I, •iu,, th- t Juh· -..,,· ,r11, t · tti •d a 11 ll 11 " :-
, . . ' ,, • . f I 'l -

tl. \Vii •r • die! yrnt r •--idc wh •n lt • pr ·nt l"l'll wn o · 

'ti rn.mdc1 
A. At Ft.1 c· ioim.!--. on tliL· L•i,-t ,,ill•. ~ 
[A olll' ,,f tl1l· 111c11111riali-t ,, 1111 luwc hir · l <·11 1'.1 ·I. • r: Du 

11 cluiwc,\ tla • riu ht m· l•l'i, ii ,;c to h' \•l' •,;cnt tlm·111u; t ,e In Ye 

ti •1 tio whi ·h wa gr:mte<l. I 
~- i,l . ·vn ha\' :my 11\ •r ati m with tho 01111ni!--;..iuncr , 

who lo cc..l th, 'tipitol vr any or ithcr of th m b fore th ap• 
to! wa l (•at •'1, and if y ·a tat h w · n came t Juw tl1ut 011-

. auu what it , 
ctim • in th •da.yb th 

I, tu,,k t ft 011 io 
hut o tlcl 1· on • n orn-
urn ,rn 10 c for the location, 

· · l th ap • 1· am gronllll"' on the w t i,l of 
Burton w •nt with mo. I found two f tho m-

,J. f. Triflitli s. \ ell. a111l Pegram. I ha1ult:u tl c 
. \ ·11 • I tl,i11k \Vcllti ancl l l'"l'l m b th r •ad th 10-

I ·111· the n h· 1· ply •itl1 •r f th('111 nrnc..lc wn· that w h d 
r Prc,i1lc11t uf the goat·u. \Y c th ,n went to II. IL 
itl o • the Pr ,,,j lent- Mr. 'tr t. 'tr ct • i<l It w Utt· 

I \' · in h ·d- mul tatl•d tl11tl th n '\.t 11111rning- he wot ]J. 
v •r and t· 11,icll•t· tit• pr,,pn,-itiun. Thcr Wlh 1u thin,r · i 

lr. Strc t. I [ aid it w,1._ nut to It tc to (·on--hfor 

I>u y Ill r •111 •111l1l'I' wlmt ~Cr. lJ'l' •t ,-.. id al,nut th• lut·ati 1 

1 ill" mad • 01· 11111 Ii •in~ 111a le! 
, . l think lie aid it wn,- 11ot 111atl ·. 
J. • 't t: \\h ·tl11.:r ;1111 I., ·Ii• "l••I at t i at tin 
nlJ Ul' 111 ul • up 1 tic· i111 : 

? f ith nJ lid • ·c,n 

and \ 11nlt\ 1 •1 

1i l·inll 
11 w· la ltim ~ 
ll l' , . r h ,I 

,· • ,. t hi 111. t ll H' 11(' l l1tll 

. h. I. t II ,-f; ll I. 
II . 

_[ 11 n · · 111 •n .,· 11r •th 1· . ·a -
tl11n omt t ir th(' I ,rntiuu of he 

Capitol o f' th rh· •r . 
I · 1 rtun r. 
[l 1 ad .,·ou ny r Pl r · 

ipt p thnt th npit 
i< 

kt 
t 

irrn d th• ul, ription d"d \ 'I) 

1:,u ,,. ud di,l j 011 t-igu with thL; t 
pcctati o 'oiomi i uc.1· if th ltc,i-
tio 

I nb · ·iht·cl, u~ tn· • 
tol · ti h. 'l'ibL•1I. I 
ditl ['l L d it w 
not, l a r11mu1· th t 
it 

( 1 t, • tl1, n111wr 
th• to tl1 C.,01u111i 

,lo ' w th it I ltc1ml thnt the lo ·at ion w,. n ud -un-
th tit w ut 1 11 nuulc. 
!. I By r_y. J id yon i~n thL· 11l1,<•1·ipti11J1 · 

that tit • npitt.► l oulJ b • Jue: 1t -,1 011 tlw c: "t id•. 11d th: 
·ription pnp ·I' ,,·,Jul1l It· 11,., ,,1 to di,tiu·!t tlll' lnl'.lli1111 : 1 

OlM. 
I cluu't thmk I thou •ht l.f i at h · tin ·. l don't thin· i 
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rntc •<l m mind-th thou ,bt of di tnrbing th location aft r it 
waa mad •. I xpt,ctod i w nld Le locarcd on tho t i c unl • · 
th nb cription onld ccur • it to tlu: c~ id . I could not. t 11 

hat tfe t tho ub ri]Jtiun -would l11tn:. J thought i <louht!Dl 
: l, nt the location. It mi •ht and it rni~ht uot bring I h lo<'Rtio11 
to t . ,l . 

< . 1ot that s · tion got up after you d th ramor 
t tJi • tol al t 1 on th • ea ill • of the rh -
•r a.11,l nc: pc tnl'b tl1 prior t£;rminati n of 

th , 'or ion n impea h th i 1· <'t if t b y lo· 
c .. t ,<l th ,i l t1 · the ri n!r ? 

A. I duu't think I it with tbo.t vi•v.. 
Wh •re• tli<I yon \ }1it and ,J wctt n the r •turn fr 11 1 

Griltith'e { 
A. Be>tw 'C'II (i riltith' and th· ri\'Cr. 
(l. Did ou l'Omc ha ·k wilh \ ltit<' 1 t1 .Jl'W ·It '( 

J , J W lit 1)11. 
(J. Di l ' n 'lib· rib th • p, p 1· I he~· took o, c1· or th~ un • .. 

up ft rward 
A. T don't think 1 aw th• pnp •r until aH r 1 w .it on•r to no­

r th m. 
It' 011 -.i••uccl the 1ir·t paper <lid ·uu ig-n it l>efo1· • 01· ~tll- r 

it w s taken O\Cr by White and J w •tt? 
A. l think I igned_it aft r,,.-arde. 
). a that I ap •1· ,. •rout of th • p Q ion of tr •c after ,iv-

n l1im l>y '\ hit and J •w t? 
A. I do not=-1-now thn.t tl1c ul) ·ription was giv~11 him by th m 

•1,t 1 hear ay. 
< • '\ lint timt• ill the day di,l ."'u llll\kc· y< ur .;11h::-('l'i11tio11 t<, 

thnt pap, •r ( 
A· I <I 11ot k11ow. It wa · It •1· din 11 •r w lil'll I 1·; uw o, •1· to 

Griffith'•· 
Q. Ui<l .Y >11 or :.n · 11 h ·r per on <ll· ionat • n · pr,1p •rt to bu 

iv n to the '1t1t ~ 
.A.. I did no . 
t 1, ' hl'l' • d"d ,11., 'L ,'tn• t at th0 tirnc ..,,f Le ,-.ce;, nd t·on,cr-

sati n \·itb him 1 
A. It on th lo · r .nd f \!C nd tr t, w t 11id • 
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Q. What time in tb day d on a cla , 
A. I do n t rec Hect. It w a day or tw bef'o he I ft town. 

Did 11ot trect th n tell yon. the C.mm' ionen had mad 
11p th ir minds aa to th. 1 tion of tb Capitol at the time you 

"ed the notice on bi ¥ 
A. He did not. 
Q. W th r an1 other onven.rtion. id t tyou ha 

ta ? 
A. Th re aa none. 
Q. Was you a eabs rib r to ny other fond than th 

gi v n to the Stat for the location of t.he Capitol ? 
n . to 

A. l wa.s. 
Q. How much <li<l y u t.nb crib ! 

I <lo not rec.:,11 ct. 
Q. How do _you know what <lay the 'apitol w ca d t 
A. Onlv from ommon rumor and ing th th urv yo o 

t11c hill with th omrm s10n r . 
Q. ,vasnotth tu·v -yoronth •hil,makin~th anrv y,atthe 

tirne yo11 first saw• :Mr. tr t 1 
A. ot that I know of. 
Q. Had you not heard ll1r uo-h Whit or some other person 

that they were making the S\ll'Y" y at th tirn th notice was 
rv d ! 
A. r <lon't think I ho.d s heard. I am pr tty ontid nt. 
Q. Di<l you not hear it that af moon '~ 
A. I think 1 <lid. 
Q. Are yon ac,1uaint d ith molit or 11 th su scribcrs to this. 

pap r? 
A. I wa ac11uaintcd · in town. 
(l. In gcttin p the ion it not ur a r a-

on wh tJ1 n riptio1 be that th wns v ry 
lit le or n~ prob lit ti u v •rb~call d n topayY 

A . I 1lid uu g t np t ti . I c ul<l not po itive-
1. . l thi11k I heard tlw r >mark m thut h 'Y wc,uhl bav tl1 
suL · •ripti ms t1J p:1y. I<' Id 11ot Jny i , ·n. • by th<,:ir• ,,,ho t•>ok th 
Fil l C' •·ip1 ior1.•. 

't I "I I 1' tl ,ai ll,., r, ?::i: l):1 1!1, 11 I f. oil :t ' !~l 

, . l r·lrn! 1_11111 •:1, wlia~ w,l,.; ti., g, 1 c :a' ll•ci·::g. 
011 c I ho.i• 1,t d, \ ·oul,I Ii: lo ·t! · l o I t! .· \ \ ,-t • ;:;. • :.ri,l 

hn , th , ub~cription · to 1,~.r-
5 

~ P}JiJ" f l 

: •• ••• \ ,,;. I J 

l 
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Wu, tl1 crc uof a good d('al of excite (' 1t ! 
Ther " -~ .. 

Where , a . the rTroucd npon which tl1c 'a l ol w. 
foeatc<l ~o make the nu cription binding? P to IJc 

A. 111 r , wcr two tracts propo ('d Th t' 1.d 
I • · • e no ice ( 1 no ue6 i . 

nate any t 1tn&' more than ten acre o . ·h D , . 
• l • ne v. a VI ere r hr· m 

me! s 11 \\" ilOu c 110w is, and the other wa~ l CYon·d tha . ' . 
Q. How far from the ri ,·er ? • · 

A.. Ah nt n half o: mile-about tbr e fotu·t11 ·1 t • t· 1 , o a m r o mm tL.e 
JllflC LOJl. 

I _Q.. lfow fat· al ove th fork is the nearest point of the rh·c1· to 
t us 1te c 

A. 1•''.·om ' o~ Rivet· nor·th nuont lrnff a lni!e au<l u litti<: west 
TJ1 c w1tneRs pointed out the t'wo prOJ)O ed Jots o t] . 
'd ti I 1 J u ie map tlnll sa1 u: am at 1 iat tnne wa, not sul)-divi\led into I . , . 

is higl, g-ron 11d. · · ot~. and that rt 

EXAMIN.\TIC•N RE UMEH. 

{l. Ou · wl at did you 1.Ja c tlie clouhts .). 1 . 
h . t l . on ia,c exp>e• i-,ecu aa 
"' '1ng- a t le tune i11 r,c•ga1·d to tli c loC"ntion f tl . . . 
a t i<le '! 0 tc ap1tol on the 

A. My dou l>t were , .. , · d b · 
.. Jee y nunors ind Hot from what tJ•e ,rnmi ei ner.c1 aid. , 

Adj 1~rned, 
[ ' igned I 

~- SIBLEY, Clerk. 

The O "t Tcm!-DA \", March 2d. 1 5 . 
• omm1 c:o me pu1 uant to adjournment 

Rall appear d for defeu e,-Mm r for me-ru rial' t 
Dr F O 0 · · 1 l b · fi · 1 • ·Q· . . . . , n ime . emg rst duly worn, te ti-tied as follows . 

, , ere yon at Fort De Moi11e at the Hm l . . · 
('l's w~r , here for the locntion of tho apitol ~ t ie Oo10m1ss1on-

A. lee. 
Q. ;~i<~ you ~•wn land_ at_ that l im('. :1d,ioi11i 11 g 1110 to wn : 

~ · It 1 110w w1thm tlt c- tu\\'n . 
Q. I >t,I you take tl1c• o1111n i · i o11 C'1· . tl I . 1 

11art of it f tl l . . . c,n ll' ll ll u :I 'H i 0ffer- auy 
or 10 ocatwn o1 tl1c Capitol on it t 

· ye · I <lid. I showc l tl ll · . 
woul<l hf' ,{itnble and offe . ; t i 1em a my line:- :md the a pot that 

• l' l:l t<'IU any ten UC're,-, they wou ld clt o e 
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oa !rn ci,,.htr ac · f owned. 'I'l:ie ommt awners came the1·e-
11n~ :;ix, ~cveu ur ei~ht men came tl:tere. I did not know tho 

m1 oer . Tlio~c that wore ith me I told tbey could h ve 
o.n · t they w uld choo c to put tb.e Capitol on. I Ion t 

.know it wt1s worth p r aero. l ldaome 1l ,r ut S 20 
per lo About tbu:r lots ma le 11 acr . The t ld me hey 
we ornm1 s10ner . I understood they we1· • This 'gh · 
acr 1t into lots some time a 1• hnt. I 1nn.de the off\lr 
in good fa.-i tlt. 

Q. How S()Oll afte1· yon &ho wed the C lots wn j t befot·e ron 
heard the , apitol was located ! 

A. dn.r or perhap two day~. 
Q. Had oµ mnct :1: ,leed to one ot tho e ten acre lot to th 

State? 
A. I did make a deed. 
Q. ,vherc is that uccd ! 
A. I don't kno1L It eut it to Iowa City and have not con it 

since. It wa a: year or two p1·ior to tho loc tion of the Capitol, and 
at the time the lo{'/'islatm·e w in s ion which pa ed the act for 
t.he remov:Ll. 

Q. Did you make n deed to the ~tate when the Commissioners 
were here? 

A. I did. 
Q. Did you give that deed to the Coinrnis ioncr or to sorne ono 

to give them ? 
A. I dor1 't know. It w put in R. Hofoomb's hand . Hol-

comb wn willino- to gh·e ton acres if tlle Oapitol came there. 
CRO EXAMUf rrION. 

Q. Wa. not Holcomb to take the ten aci·es from , u and ho 
to give ten ncr to the 'tnte ~ 

A. Ile was to o-ive t n aete to the Stnte it tbey wanteJ it. If 
twenty aero wa tnk,cn from me for the 'tate he w to ~ ive me 
ton acr ; au<l if tweut · acre ot his land shonld be tnk n, I was 
t give him ten ncre". 

Q . \Vlw wa t liis un 1fe1·•tn.n li112; with! 
A. ,vith Holcor~1b. 
Q. Il,>w 11111 r h di 1! you . nb-- cri he to bring !tr C'api 11! 0 11 tlio 

w ·'>t i-.itle t. 
A. ·rn,ouo. 
,Q. \V lio hi-,,u~ht tit (• su b ct·ipt i,m tc , yr ,11 ~ 
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at to Le 

Di n ign thi p p r no howu you . L H to attach 
and mark R"] 

A. my nam to that p per. I think I ign d it. 
Q. Ia the r n which you i ned the ,1 O,O O I 
A. I think it i . 

J . T. Baldwin, b · ng <l uly sworn, t 
. Did P m er 11 011. th t 011 

liam on and ott ha<l ev r l, 
A. 
Q. note in his p ion i 
A. 

h d uch note 1 
o, e never told me be b d any. 
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Q. Did yon and on re together 
A. Yes, ir. 
Q. Did Pe •i-au g t olc bile h re from 

purpo e? 
A. No, ;.ir, not to my lrnowlc<lge. 
Q. Did you ~ro borne with ] ,,ra, 
A. o, sir. 
Q. What means did yon ttt,e tn influ,ence t:he Jocatiou of the 

Capitol on the Enst side ~ 
A. I told them I thouglit it was the intention of tha L~gial. 

trrre, OJ' that if the Lcgi latm,o had :fixed th location it would haYe 
be n made there. 

Q. Did you c,ct money OJ' pr pcrty to n e your in~uenct' to get 
tl1e location on the Ea t side ~ 

A. I promised none to the Commis.;iouere, and llone wa 
i ed through me. · 

Q. Where did the om.mis ion rs.st p 3 
A. 'ome at the De M:oine Honse. I think all stopped there. 
<~. id they stop on tlte East idc d 
A. 1'h y did mo t of their eating and drinking on the East i<le. 

They remarked that the l>eoplc on the West side gave them the 
cold shoulue1·; ,vbilc on the East icle they were treated with mvrc 
ho pitalit , and this treatment on the East side ba<l ome influence 
in the location of the apito . 

Q. Did not tr, ct stop at Griffith's mo ' t of th time e 
A. He fir t stopped at tbe De .Moin House. He took ick rui<l 

came ov r to Hrifiitb 's. 

F.XAlllNATJON JN 'lllEF BY JIALL, 

'CJ, Do you rccoU ct the day tho ,sub ·cription was pr ent <l to 
tho 'ommi sioncl's from the "\Ve t side 1 

A. I 1licl not eo it. I recoil ct of some of tho 1on1mi ... ~ ione;rs 
speaking of a. u b cription. 

Q. Wl:to came up ith 1t ~ 
A. I clon t rec llect. 
Q. tato what time in tho 1..lay wa · the location of tL, Cap·tol 

ma<le when it was made? 
A. I think in tlrn morning, short1y aO:;cr lJr a.kfa t. 
Q. What men n.res did the ommi ·-ioners talce townl'Cls s r­

v ying the rrround thnt morning 1 

3 

I 
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A. Tl..iat wa& my understanding. It was my own. 
Q. Don't you know that Guy W ,ella, claimed a l.arge interest :in 

lots or lands near the location of the Oapitol at that time? 
.A. [ did not. 
Q. Did you stay with tbe Commie iooers most of the time while 

.they were hero, and eat and dr:ink with them? 
A. I we~ over there with them sev,eral times, not e ery time. 

I wa& invited to tea with them several times. 
Q. Did yo11 not 81.eep with one of the Oommissionere t 
A. I did. 
Q. What uridorstanding was there between yourself and the 

Commissioners? 
A. [ waa to have the benefit of tbe l,rnowlcdgo of the lo<'ation 

from one of the Oommissioners before it was made public. 
Q,. Did yoll excrci c any influence with tbe Commissioners in 

.consideration ot otfers made you i 
A. l talked with Pegram many timM abou't the location. I 

wrote to Pcgrw.m while the matte,· was l;e(oz·e the Lon-isl.atm·o, if lie 
was in fornr of tho locatio11 of tho Oa.pitol on the Ea.at side. 11 c 
wrot(l me he was. I helped to get him appointed. 

Q. Wore you to giire the Commissioners aoythiug for the 
knowJc,lgo they were to give you t 

A. I was not. I gave them nothing. 
Q. Did yon 1·oceho informati()n that thero was to ho a subpoona 

for yon before you got it ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did it co1no in a letter i 
A. l snppo e it Jid. I got it !rom my brother, who lives nt 

Oouncil Bluffs. 
Q. How soon uftct the, information did yon got the sul>pmna? 

How soon at'tur your urothcr· got the letter di<l Lie tcU you? 
A. I 1lon't know. They go to th• otfico in the morning-I waB 

awny. J got it iii the e\·ening. 
Q. Who scut thut information 1 
A. l don't know. 
ti. Wns there a su~geation that you had better go over into 

N ebra Im ti..1r l) fow days I 
A. ro, sir. 

Q. Did yvu see l"egrt\n1 af er _you got tlie letter and bcfom yon 
i(Ot the sul,110.ma 'i 

it 

A. I did not. l Sa'v him. P~raw, ft i·. 

Q. What did y<1u and he converde ab ut ! 
A. Ho asked me if I wa 0 oing on. I -a:id y,e . II 

I thonght he would (Tet a ubpnm . I thoogbt perh p b 
Q. At the ti.me you n Pegram had thi convc tion 

manife t any feeling l 
A. o, sir. He said, 11 let her rip.'' 

J. B. ~te1oad, being sworn, t titiad a follow . : 

ked if 
mig!Jt 
did ho 

Q. Did you appear before tho May r n<l Aldermen or D i, 

lloine8 Oity, 11 me several mouths ago to hove a change nui.d -• in 
the assessment of lots • n the Ea t side ot' the river that hail bec11 
made to you 1 

.A. I dou't think I ever appeared l>efore tho M yor ,on,l Aid r­
men wuen they were in. session. [ can ay bowe,•er that I roquoat­
ed one of the Aidermen-Ti<lsick. I think-anu the Treasurer to 
s~ if tho change conld not bo made. ..My rea ou wn , tho land Lad 
been asaessed by tho acre in ono tract to my elf and other . S'-'v 
oral ,mdivide<l intoreats haJ he~n com·oycd to other particR prior 
to that time, some perl :aps a. year before, anJ as the tax amounted 
to about $ I ,000, I «Jesireu to h:n·o the chan~e mauo o tuat I could 
pay my part, and not pay for o.11 the entire interest or assessment. 

Q. Was Mr. Wells intereste,l in any part of tho property you 
.:1 ha.ct so aasessed '( 

A. He was. 
Q. To what extent was he intotestoJ ? 
A. To the exten.t ot' ten acrca, from thn 2 th uay of I>ccornl,m, 

1854, which was tho date of the houJ. ft wa,, nol con Toyed to 
h im by deed 'till i.t was JividcJ. 1t was cum eyed 1:1in c·e tho tiri1t 
of September, 1 57. Ho pnid for it some time l,eforu- ouo hu!t 
on the 20th ot Oecembor, 185¾, an<l the otho1· hn.lt on tho first (If 
November following. The price hC' paiJ. was $35 per ucre- a good 
price at that time. 

Q. Where did that tell acres lay in referoneo to the Oupitol ? 
A. It was an und.ivided intcre. tin what i . known as f::ltewt1.!'!fr1 

atlclition. 
Q. Was that lanrl sold. lo Well~ at tho tilll o of t he pa;;Rago r>f 

the act for tho remornl of tLo On.1,itol ef 

6 
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A. ,.ring 
b 

J..< ri fa• r •-a ·er 

! 
n t ·1 o 
theru · 

Tone. 
(J. Did J'Jl know, r w, 

< I. th, h woal<l be nppoin 
,\. 11 ~o not m re titan a week r o. 
(J. Di, ,w one 
A. - . km 

l-
lun • an int r t in ~ 

A. l do not. 
\ h n the nd w <l 

h appoint• l . 
A. J hntl no a 1f ·t. 

t ,v 11 vnld u u nc 
th• I ,,;i,;J tiv d 

A. 1 di 1. ul in rl at. 
Tf , • 

< . Did 11 ,t d ,,. n l i5 h r than 
, lio pur ·ha •d i . 

A. He did p or hi••h r than om lan<l in 
I rnd <il<l for 1 

< . Did Jn< right p y a much a \V •JI 
A. .No. 11 · •• p r acl·e l i:: • 

(~. ( t it ? 
t f th pa ea•., •Jt b' law. 

.I. A. 1r:11;a,11 OIi • d ·orn, d a fu lo"".: 

ith 

tb r 

J. Do ·,m lrn , gr, ·ccl'i, inf' or h vine,. r •cc:v · 
pr tu·,-,(lry 1 ,,, on nr. IJont on : ft cr 1e loc tion of tl · 
it ) ~ 

J 11 ), 
Ho Y mu h wer 
T 1 1· • Wt!re tiOm 

} IJ, I). 

11 nv for ! 
t 'O <ir thr e of th m. n all be an 01 nt 
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h ·re? 

grn111 ~ 

A. Yeti. 
Q. Front whom I i 

Ir 11y 

'\ the ,.J , ·i h you fro, 

Ill' d, IU. 
\\'h,, L 11 •It 

n t 

yo r or tlt ( ,nrn111i ~i n 
ll h wl h<.•1·1• ! 
•no inh 1·c t i11 I I or 

l r i 

{ . ·n, m ,a"'' tltc t' lots! 
.i\ . to th• e I in wliid1 

th9 <.: • aw 110 1rn11<•y }' id 
,C 

\ , r w. llt re • ny c n i<l, rnti 
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you undc e cept the rvicea of Pegram a.s Cow mis ;oner 
in impro,·in the v lue ot tbe Lan<l or lo l 

. I 10,000 wa.s tho um talked of. If anything further was 
mentioned! it was in a profi aiooal manner which I d not choose 
k> divulge. 

Q. Did you draw up any papers between the Com mi ion era or 
either of them or any other peraou similar to those between Pe• 
gram and Scott 1 

A. I have I ay drawn up Scott's l?•P re. I havo no recol­
lection of dm·awiog up any papers between Scott aud! eitb.er of the 
Oommi sionc1 or any oth r person and the Oomm i sioners. 

Q. Do you know of any property bein conveyed, or m ney 
·vcn to Ba.lJwin. [Objected to by counsel for accused.] 
A. If I have any knowledge about that it i of a profes 1on~l 

character. I waotc•tl the inftu.ence of Baldwin and woul bavo 
been wiUing to ha ,. · paid him for it. 

Q. Did you go t Council Bluffi to eo Pegram . 
I never s w Pegram till he came here. I went to Council 

Blufti , but I did not see Baldwin. 
Q. Did yon know ot Orookbam 's ha'll'incr any lots bere i 

Q. 
A. 
Q. 

I h ard so. I don t know Qf whom he g t them. 
Ho.d you an interoat in Scott's addition~ 
1 hall- of t n acres. 
Was Dr. uaw a partner in inter t1 

A. He was. 
Q. Was any part of that addition sold to the Commissioners 

or either of them, 
A. P •gr·am state he had bought ftfty lots in tho. addition. 
Q. Did you k1tow of any attempts being mo.do to inftnencc the 

Oorumissioncr · in the Location of the Capitol now made? 
I tl . I worked st adily for it for year and o. halt to get 

the location wh r it now is. I used all lawful anci leo-al mem s to 
g t it, including he apea.ke a.nd Sar<linian appliances, anJ aoy 
qu, ntity ol whi koy. 

Q. Do you know ot any money or proporty being devoted to 
inttu nc th 1ornmi sioncrs in makinrr the locn.tion a now made~ 

A. I know l expcml d a Q' od deal of money indirectly to in­
flu n the locati n her . I expended it in in ueocino- public 
opinion- in tra eling trom point to point, ecure this ;oint a.s 
lhe h st calculated to s.ccommoda.te the mos people of the tate, 

and a the J)6int wlle mor li 
tate, an ae a bet r town 'te 

facilit.i for an peraon, ho ? h 
get it at the chea. t rat 

Q. ere the Commi ·ooen to ha e 
or land t 

A. I solicited peno111 to auk. 
~t imilar ~ppliance were b in d b1 part' 
e1d of the nver. H ever uch dona ion w mad it 
nd. would be a part of my privat bn ine o e rniug 

decli11 an w ring any qu tion. 
Q. What ~there ult f your appli tion to uth p nion 'I 
A. I found one per on who was willing to tru t ttm or fitt 

lots in iuy hant.le. Th t w all th t re pla.c d t my cJi p 
~- Have yon. any knowledge of ppli atioas of irnilar kind 

bem"' m e to or for o her p rti to influence the ''>mmi r 
A. o. 

Q. Have you any kuowleJgc that any of th Oommi i()IJ 

cxc pt l' gram, r ccil'e<l b1·ibcs or bonus , or vtb r t M ng to influ'­
once the location of tho Capitol I 

A_. I don't know Pegrarn's notion ab ut fl10 Ioc t iou uf h 
ap1tol. I don't conceive it po ible tb t tltc ther ( om r i ioncr 

could _be bri_bed if t~ J did r ce~ve honu cs. J h \' > every 1· 'I 011 

to behe~e, from their own conviction , thnt they heUov d th.ii to 
be the r1gbt place for the locati.on of tho apitol. 1 Jon 't kuo\ 
of any bonu being given to influence their v te or action. I uon 't 
k~o~ that anything was given P gr:1111 to influcn the action of 
h1 Judgm n. 

Q._ Di<l hey ~ccei,,,c :my ,rrt tnit.y in Jund , 111 0 1wy ur li1t I t,for 
or after ti e I ~ lrvn wo. 1111ule & 

A. I think it vo ~iblo t!1ey mio·h. harn linJ , me• 1 ,.,, 11 t !{h ., 
them after the location ot tho ap1tol. I kn , om e of b •m 
have property here, an I d n1t know auythin., to the Hlfr• r 
tli, tl.HJy JJnid n. c~r~siclorat! ,J I to. 'cott. I ~ot 11~) th I p 1p r II ul 
tlwy e.·p;- •'~l'u '.t f.ur co11. 1 lcrat11J I I d,1 11, I. ,1 ,, 'Lil.}' Iii 1 , t,, 
the <' 1•1 1•;tl'J' f" l .. , ... ' I, -'.Ilg a li1ir c, 1 i I r:itio•1 1 d . 

( \ . " ti . I t; ,,. ve ·u 11 jt u·:1"· l.o I 1"'3 l'f•P •r ! 
A . J ( 1·,•1 up ab 111 I !vii Wt' ·n •.· • a 11 J'.,,,r.u 1. f • ! ai I 

himself to <!Oil ey ii!'ty lot . I thiuk l " t up ur, o'li r 
between tl1 em at lhat time. b • 1'· P"ri-; 



i. 
n uddition t<> th·• nt 
aid, ot the riHr ! 

l )lij. ·tc l o, an t\i, wit'.w; de .'linc,1 t1J nn wer. 
for 111ca10rinli t· moLliti('<l }11,, 'Lu twn. \ . 

Q. I o y 1t know of Bnltlwin': , •ttiug t,r),10 tr cu 
[ bj, t rl to a,ntl the qn tion mo itie -l _ . 

2- Wlnit 11pp~•0,1· 1l tv he th relation f H.1l,lw111 

mi ion 1· while h 'I'' 1 
1 · h h (1 · o , , t,a'1t1 J, :i. nr,t 1 

[ bj tell t w uc t C1inm 1 

1y pertinent to h i1JSnc. I 1 
ujonrne<I. 

['i'rt1 l.l 
LEY 

in-

in 7 dir1,;Ct-

H •1k. 

.M: \. • 3•1, l G • 

Th 'onunltt • mc.-t pur:--uant t1J a1lj 1rnnnn n• . 
• /1/.oU 011,1plwll, l, ing llnl~ 1-Wl)l'n1 tc ~;tie,!~ ti 11,,w : 
l} . l) i1\ yon 1• ~ide in thi-. c·i y at tl!l' t 1 H'. o• the l tion uf tli 

{:apitlil 1 • 
A. Y , ... , ,ir, 011 th•\ • t ~Hle. 
(.). II ad y 1n n11 , .,,m r,-ntio11 with th · \m 1111, . ;oner , or ci h •r 

vt ll('lll, at the tin;c of th• h c:ntion ot' th · 'np~tol, or 11011 ::i.fl er • 
ul ii' o ·tal nll t lrnt cou ,· •r,-ati,rn. what •v •r 1t wa~. 

. A\,ont a \\'1.•ck atwr th1: lnl'Rti;,n I 1a\l n a lk ,·-ith '.-0,1 •· 
1 .,111 '111 r(""11t·1\ to tht• luentiu11-1ln11· k1ww th· e ·a •, wo1·1l. -no 

1• ,.., • I · • l · t· ·1 e _Al or it. \', \ l'l' • nlkin~ 11 ,in• 11· ,. Ul•t•ll <\ !Oil 11 1 

I• • 

I i 

lwt \'a,,. 
A. I I h ll"ht t thl· K-, t 

'de. He Ji1l no ) . 1. I wi h l 
·n \" 1111)1'(.' t•t' i . J would tl I I { it !ti •h r 

than tlw ky. 
I>i<l you I c•< ,. ltirn v anytli i1 ~ l11n1t !111 • oil •r oftliC' 111 _ 

11 E: t i<lc 1 -li:ivi n 
A. · r •r. 

u r <•kh ni alio1 
of tit h 

c,ny 

A. I don·t 1 · . 1 lon·t think I did. The, Id-. ;,pc keu 
of I under to <l I y on tlic Eu iJ . 

Q. Do you know whcthe1· any or the Comn i io11C'1· re , i, ·d 
anythi1 r:r in lot or money? 

A. '[ ti not. I d.i(l u11t h · 1· from whwm th d d 1) O ·, k-

u1~c,,,~ J· •. • uu. \Tio •. 

\Vh · • wer~ _- 111 wltcn tlti ... c IIH·r n iuu o I p lnN• ~ 
A. C, tb · tltir,l tor.v of m; lmildin•~ '1on1 nt th, point. 
Q. Did 11ot. in th '-lll11c: Mn,· 'I' ntion. ( .-unkhnn1 t •11 """ ho 

·:l l11oki11;.r fr,r C'I ar! 'Y Y fin tv ~" Q\ (• 1 < om, ri, •r t11 111·,· -~ lnnd; 
A. I thi_nl · It<.• ,1·1t. looki11~ f 1· a -.11rH•.H•r-d .. 11·: I uow · •ho,_:_ 

E-0 •thi 1.~, ·. aid ahont l,i . - ('r,11, ·hn111·•-l t111l,i11•! fr,•· a ... 11 rH•\'· 

T>on't r • •1111 •<.: any hin~ ab ,u '1,1,11 ri, •r. " 
i . i_~ht 11 l h · c,,n · • · n i1111 of (' ,. ,,H,am Ii.,, c• b , 1 in t~ 

er 1c to I n 11c . 't i ,, ' 
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A. That mi,,ht 'ba,e been. B t 1 think he aid be had got 
many lots over tliere on lie East ide. . 

Q Did not be tell you he w g ·n over outh of Coon nnP, 
A: It might hav b n. 1 don't know. I e<>n't recoil t. 
Q. Did he not teU you he wa.s going heme aa IOOD u he 

the uney and deed• ~ 
A. t might ha e been-think he did. 
Q. Did not rookham meet the nrveyor and scrnd bands to go 

on and snrvey on the th r ide of Coon river 1 
A. I dont know-do not recolle.ct. 
Q. Did you under ta.ad that he got tbe suneyor I 
A. 1 don't recollect of e ing them me t-did not pay a!lY • 

t •ntion to it after I stopped talking with Croo'.kham. 
Q . In the ame conversation did he not tell you ~he ~eo~le were 

toolish on thit. side for not donatino- for a tate Unwer 1ty l 
A. He may- I don't r col1e t. . . 
Q. Did you n t at the time feel d cply intere ted m ha mg t.he 

~apit l l cat d on th w t ide f' the rive,· ? 
A. Y s. But this was after tho location was made. 
<i. Did yo11. not foej disappointed and chagrined at the location 

ovc-r th re I 
A. [ did. I di<l'llt think th re was a disinterested mnn in the 

Unit d tatcs who woul<l locnt it on the east • i<le of the river. I 
did not think th y could locate it v r there. 

<i. Was it not McII nry, rookham wa looking for as surveyort 
A. ]t might ha..-e been. 1 don't r co11 ct. 

DllRltCT E, A U NATION. 

(l. When you hRu this conv rs. ti n why id you .. ay he hud 
Plttr ~t·L tJ1 title right. before h Jer ·1 
I ()l,j 'Clt!tl t . j 
A. 01ily 1 • it wonld l, • m , way f <loi ng lm inci,;s. 
Q. At th time of the c nvtr ation \rd you think the · 1~pi1ul 

g1·uu11 cls h:ul bl'Cn i-;\tr\ eyed -~ 
A did 111, l· ow 
() ,n l tn ti,·..; ('0 . i ui lh '100l·ham? 
/ I d I l' ·, ti ·t [ , ~1 i 1. it \-. ln al.Ii.hit 'I, r- ('~ IJ• .. ,.-1 h~a '· 

I fi:t1 I W<' •,·,111 11 h.·n gi1·111 1111w1• 0:1 lhi . i::i<lP thnn 01 'Y gr~-.• · 0:1 

1hat. -t h'nl· I tPc-ol!ct:t: ,.,l·i1 g hl)w 1111tcb th 'Y, t e Uo111mi1,:;i,:,, ~r .. , 
got O\'Cr U1 •r, for th nselv s . l don't kuow that Orookh:.un took 

¼I 

it that way. I took it they got it for the h~ 
would ha,e ·ven ·ce that on thew t side. 

When you oaid you wouJd ha,·e •h.·en twi 
you mean to the te or to the Com.mi · onen f 

A. I hardly know-would have gi ,·en the 
to the tat.. 

told him 

ommi· iooera 

Q. Whatr 
were in market ! 

n bad ou to think th ould ac pt off. rs, or 

A. .Because I thought no r onalil , disin'.t rcstc l m n t:oulcl 
locate it over there. 

Q. Did yon not vi it rookham at Oekaloo to learn whe 
he would locate the Capitol 1 

A. I ent to O kaloosa. I was v ry an iou■ to J •am •hich 
ide he w in favor oi'..-don t think I put it to him righ s raiiht. 

Q. What did r okl1am r ply~ 
. A. I don't think h gave any pref r nee-tliought he m\ · 

f vorable to. the w t side as to the a~t ide- think he uid ho had 
no~ cxamineJ the ast itlc-thinkh aid my prop 1-ty a g:oo 
as in the F ort, and he would not chnn c it 1 t th apito! c,o whe 
it would. 

The Com;uittee then adjourned. 
[. igned.] . SIBLEY 'J •rk. 

lfA.R u 4:tlb, 185 
Th Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
Parties a,ppeared by their r spective otme l. 
A. N. Cassady, being duly swern, t stiiiecl a follow : 
Q. Mr. Cassady, I am in trneted to inquire of you wb thcr yo 

had any con ver a.ti on w1th any or either of the ommi ion r about 
tbe location t' tho apitol of the tate einc th lo tion aa nmd 
i11 r lo.tion o his own~r hip of property at D l{ in ity; if y ' 
state who that Oomm1 . ioner was y u talked witl1 , and h t he 
said, and about what time he aid it. 

A. I had a. conv r ation with Mr. r okham. I think it wu 
'in the latter par. of 1856 or early part of 1 57. W were coa.­
ver ing about the depreciation of 1·eal estate in the country. H 
told me that Mr. Mitchell and himself had an interest in property 
at r n ar Fort De M ine", for which they had been offer d fr 

7 



· .°)1JOII tn • 1<1,1)(111. ~rnd tliat lil· w, - i 1 fon,r r,f (•llin~. 1i•rh,..-!J 
t·•Ju!liil •r<:d the: land wouid aJvan r..:~ r.n,1 was c,J'l"' c:,1 to tiw al(•.-­
I think thut wa iu l .;;. Tl,~· :11111.1u11t wouhl ran~ from tiYc tr 
j • thou ·:.md to ten tlw11,mHI Jollars-nbout l•io-ltt thonsaml d .. f­

lur . Thi c rwer ati1 11 to1.1k 1,hwc in Or okham'i; office. The 
can. e of it wn w were talkino- about the depr<:ciatiou in t'1o v-:iluc 
ofhu:id.!_thecon,·er ation ro ein thatwuy. II<: and I ha,t sonH:th 11g 
t do in real estate then. 

OHO 1, ll..MINA1JO •• 

Q. Oid n t thi con~cl"iation take plac in th• fall ot 1 57, af• 
ter the.: Ii, r<l tim •shad c·onun<mc d aud had be•rau to 11 prcciatc ! 

A. I will n t tntc I o itively at what hnc, bu think it ·n · ._ 
early nt le ta the spring ol 1 57, from th t'n('t tba I hall ju t 
r um •d frorn tho east nt th11t timo, and I n·tt t-11eil in tlw la er 
pa1t or Ar ril. l think tltat wa tll tim . It mio•ht 11ave l,ceu be• 
fo1·0 f loft for tu , cast. 

Q. W 11 not tlii all a mnUer or jok,e an1l romanc , ttnJ tliJ not 
tb <.:011vci- Rtion ndi, • from your asking r JO dunn how much hu 
made at 1· fro,n the locati n of the Capitol ( 

A. I think uot for th• r •a on that w wc1· conver ing 011 tl1e 
dep1·l·t·iatiun in null c tate aml [ think there wa no ]l ~r u \,u 

1· okliam and ut.Y ·clf pre nt at the time. I havcj kPd with him 
in r latio11 to the J ·Ation lmt not at that tim<.•. 

(~. I By 'ruokhrtm.J Did 1 not suy in thatconvcr,-ation a p c­
ulo.tion ot ti acr , I think, wa ffor tl to me, unu Mitchell e:-,ti­
mnteu that at 1115000, m,u Mitcl,ell thought we lrnd hetter go into 
it, urnl that it HC\W could be had for le i. than balf that money? 

A. I think the com· r tion t'l.'lntcd to u11 interest he ( Oi-ook­
ham) hotl that time with liitch 11, and as n ar a I r •momber, hi 
.laugtul~t w thnl Mitchell noel bimsC'Jf bad au indivi<lual inforo t 

J.t'ort Do oin for which the- · hnd he u offered e\·cral thou­
nu dollnr , a I tat d I cfor . that 1·ookLam wa in fa.Tor of 

ellin lmt !itch 11 con iclcred tho r al <.date vronld increw e - in 
V lne and was oppo1eu to tu '.ale. 

LD.r lahon Y•l Doy u k1ww of any lot , hm~ls or mon y 
•iY n lo th ,rm1mi~ ic,ncr:- for l , atin~ the Cnpitol 1 
T do not. 

'Di.tmw.s ~IJ.?°tcl,ell being duly wom> t stifle aa follow 

. \. 
ti. o· o: 

ll 'V 

I 
.r. M. G-ri 

·Q. \ here 
A. In Mar hall Oo 

Did y u retarn w· ' 
A.. I uid. 
Q. Do you kno · of 

ho rctu.rnod ! 
.\.. I do not. 
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Q. Do you know ofCrookhatn 
thi town! 

A. I thiuk I <lo, Ue my ha 
Q. Who did lie ct it from t 
A. I d n't know. 

Wher doc it lay ~ 
.A. Id n't kuow. 

at\m of ti._ • 

about 

Q. How did yon und tan(l th t Orookham tlwnou 1 rop(lrty 
here! 

I thu1k I h rd from him. 
'When did you h ar it from him t 
I think at ditferont times b •fore anu 
Du s the land lie on th ea t or w at 
I hink on both ide . 

incc• th loc tion. 
iue of the ri Vt't ~ 

~re ->:on intere,,ted with him in any property i11 thi t· u_ntJi 
o, 1r. 

A. 
Q .. 
.A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
ti. Wero .r n ev r inter t<:u in ny pt· perty in thi. •ounty 

with him 1 
[ Objcc;tcd t nn<l the ohj ction u t iucu. Tiu c1u slio11 tho 

witnes de ·lined to nswcr and tho conn cl fot· tho mem r:i i td 
pnt the following : ] 

Q. Vtfus rookhamc\•r,ori. ho11owint•1·ct 1lfo uypw11-
erty in thi nnty with. you i 

A. llo wn unt intcrr: tc•d with me• i11 auy prop 1ty i•riui-1,1) th 
location of'the upitul. 

The witncs tloclinou (\ll wc1·ing whether he ( Un•okl1. m) w 
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ever interested with him in property ince the location, aud filed 
the following reason, to wit:.-

" The witne objects to answer the question because it embra­
ces an inquiry entirely beyond the jurisdiction of the Committee 
and not pertiw.ent to the subject undel' investigation, and because it 
:may send, i! answered affirmatively, to bring deponent into public 
scandal." ] 

Q. llow long is it since Crookham heeame interested in the 
property which you declined answering a.bout a 

[Objected to but not sustained. The witness then filed the same 
reason for not answering as is last above given, and refused a farth­
eir answer. The Committee excused the witne88 from ains"rering 
on the ground last stated, as coming ,dthin the statute exempting 
witnee:sess from testifying in certain cases.] 

Q. When you went to see Orookham did any one authorize you. 
to make any arrangement in regard to the sale, trade or convey­
ance of any property to Orookham, and if yea did yon give Orook­
ha.m information of that fact i 

A. I think not. I might have told him there was a good deal 
of property here to sell-might have made such a proposition as 
tbat. 

Q. Did yowi tell him there was any property to sell on the east 
side of the river 1 

A. I think not. I may have. 
Q. Do yon know of Orookam'& getting .any interest in property 

here at 01· ubout the the time of the location of the Oapitol here ~ 
A.. I do not. 
Q. Do yon know ofhis getting any interest in propm·t,y on the 

east side of the river since the location of the Oapitol e 

[Objected to, but not sustained. The ,vitness declined to an­
swer the question iu full, for the reasons stated in his refusal first 
above written, and proceeded to answer as follows : J 
. A.. I _don't~know as he has or ever bad any legitimate title or 
mtercst rn a. part of land on the east side of the river. He has 
proporty in the county, I have undentood, but I don't know where 
it is located. 

(~. At 01· abont the time, or s0on after the location of the Capi­
tol, <lid you heaJ' Orookha.m speak a.bout any interest in property 
he had here 1 
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.A. Y s I thiuk I heard him ay he had some property offered 
to him. 

Q. Who offeretl it ~ 
A... 1 don't know. He h, d eYera.l proposition of the kind of­

fered him. 

Q. Were these prop ition mn<le jnst before or immediately 
afte1· the location ? 

.A.. I cannot sny. I think they must have been before. 
,Q. Were they made after yon came ·with liim (Orookhnm), from 

.Marshall county? 
A. I think not-think they were made before. 
Q. What did Crookham say the o propositions were? 
A. I think they were in relation to property on tho we t aide. 
Q. Wl~ did he say nbout property boina offered to him on tho 

east side Z 0 

A. I never heard him say anything about it, I think. 
Q. Do _you, Mr. Mitchell, say en your outb, that you did not on 

or about, or oon after the location of the Capitol wa made, or that 
you do not know of Orookha.m's procuring an in tercst in some prop­
erty on the cast side of tlw rh·er,-I don't mean the title but a 
right to procure a title in certain contingencies~ ' 

[Objected to lby counsel for accused, but objection not sustained. 
The witness declined to answer the question and for reason says: 

' It will ope~ my w~ole prh-ate business. I am willing to an­
swoc any questwn relating to the locating of the CaJJitoL"J 

The Committee refusecl to entertain the excuse proffered by the 
1?~ue s, ~s it docs not eonforrl_l or ~ttempt t~ conform to the pro­
Y1~1ons of the statute exemptmg witnesses from testifying in cer­
tnm cases. 

The conn el for tho memoriali ts decline to question tho witness 
farther till the question last put shall be answered. 

Mr. McOrury, one of tho Committee, thinks the question should 
be changed so as to enquire of the witness whether he know8 of 
Crookhnm's owning any property got by the location of the Capitol I 

OROf!S EXATlllN ATION •. 

Q. _Do ) ' OU know of Mr. Crooklrnm's having received nuy com­
pensahon m money or property, o. a co11si<lc:ration or inuucemont 
to locate the Onp1tol ais it was located by the Conuniseione1·s 'I 7 

A. I do not. 



J. B .. Sleicart, :re-called : 
Q. Statu if eithc:r of the Co1111nis;;ionen; owned any part of the 

addition 'in which you spoke ni' Wells as being intel'e 'tcd ln ~ 
A. Yes, I believe I made a conveyance of sume lots to tho ex­

tent bf five acres, That interest he plu·cha.sied of Van Buskid· at 
about $400-or from $300 tu $500 per acre.. The put·chase was 
made by Goodrell in the sum.I.ner or fall of 1 56. 

Q. Did yo01 see the money paid l 
A. I di<l not. The intere::1t li:id 1,e,en owned b,:i,r Baldwin, of 

Fairfield: and by him sol'1 to Yan Buskirk. The, tfoed was made 
to me by Baldwin. The reason why I know it was pm·drased by 
Van Buskirk was that he got the Ueed aml gave it to me, and I 
gave him, I think, a bond fol' twu and a. half ac1·es. T here was a 
bond given by Van Buskirk to Gooch-ell for five acres. I lifted 
tbat lbond and gaive Goodrell a. bond agreeing to convey lots to him 
when tl10 tract was di vjded. 

Q. What was the date of the uouJ. from Van B11ski.rk to 
Uoodrell? 

A. J think it was in tho summer of 1 56. 
Q. l 1s this Baldwi.r: of Fairfield a brother of the one who testifi-

ed here t]1e other night 1 
A. l have l1eard so. 
Q. Do you know who Ba.l<lwin bonght the land oi ~ 
A. Ho bought it of me. 
Q. What time ,die] he pay for it ~ 
A. Sometime in 1 54 or 1855; in the winter 01· sp,·ing. 
Q. Was it after the law passeu for the re-location 1 
A. It was in the spring of 1855. ile paitl me :1$35,00 JHlr acrn 

for it. 
Q. H:ul Van Bnskirk any other property on this side of tlie 

r iver'd 
A. I don't kuow of any except, in the tlll'ee hundred and sixty­

two am·e traet lying north-east of the Capitol s11nnre, in Stewart's 
Addition. 

Q,. What iutetest had Van Buskirk in that tract~ 
A. I know of his having U acres at one time. He uongl1t and 

soM a great deal i]) it. 
Q. Whal interest bad he at the time of the location of the 

Oapitol 1 
A. 1 think five aeres-den't know. 

Q. Otl ,'!:'on know of trcd h, ,·iog any ·,,tcre'!, here ;:i11ce tl1e 
locaci,:'1•1 ,,f the Capitol 1 

A. ~ l sir. 
E\.l'J,\NAfliO.:. 11\ '-IFW.\RT. 

\Vhen he, llincr, on y01u· fir~t examinalina, n.<keJ if I c:-.pede1] 
,veils to n·c hi- inflnenc:c to remnn! h j apit,,l. I will i· ply 
further that be, "'iVells, never ma le illl)' prupositi.-,n to nse hi- in­
fii1euee1 :md that I neYer r'quired it or poke, of it a,1 n. C<1n11i iou, 
and th1tt I never spok,e of it at aH nt1 c,111nee f•il with tlrnt tr1tnBIH' .. 

tio11-tlu1t all 01rr cri1n-craa wn 011 the auhj(•ct ,d· the remo,,al of the 
il.pitol at that tim~ a,n·l bet'oi·c, \'f".l"! his e1111,·i ti-in that the Capi­

tol would c\·i,lently come here, at this town or near it. 
Q. Do yon know of the Co11rn1i~si11t1er.s rci.:'eh·in~ anything 

eithcv clin:ctly or imlirec:tly for lor:a ing tli (':i,pitol mi the ,c,ast 
11-1ide of tbe ri \·er ? 

A. I do not. 
.A.1ljvm·11eu. 
[, ignellj 14. SIBLEY, Clerk. 

MA.R( ' H nth, 1H5,8, i 
Se,,(•n o'elock1 P. M. f 

The Corrnuittee met pursuant to a<ljour11mcnt. 
The parties appeared by tlrnir eun11sel. 
J. a Wanuw, l.,eing (lu.ly i>WOl'll, te-,til:lrnl as follows: 
Q. Diel you luwe ~rny con,•ersation with cithm· of the Uoimnis­

siouei·s at or about. the time of the l.ocn,tion NI' the Oapit()l, Lmd if 
yea 1:1tnte whom yon com·crscd with nnd wl1nt 110 Rn.icl in refer,ence 
to the locatim1 of the C~pitol '~ 

A. I had eonvert'lation with them-with Mr. Goodrell, Urook­
hmn r.nd Pcgnlm-at the time of tho lueatinu, prior aml nt'tcr. 

Q. Did ,,ither uf the Comrnls~ionen, 1,0,y to yon au_ytliing ~d,cmt 
rn,\kiug- a speculation ont. oi' th<' 1oca.t1,m 11 

A. I don t know that tlwy said tlutt. I think one of tliem sLLid 
i.n a jovh1l way that he inteudcd to make HllllPOiing. rrlris wne 
Mr. Goothell. 

(J. What did Street ~ay ! 
A . I (]on't think he said anythin~ a.l.,ont, t.llat. We talked AOV· 

ernJ times ,1bout tho location. I don't thiuJ, he flaid a11ytLiog in 
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p rticulnr al,out any particular location. I think treet and two or 
I hrc<: CJther;i of the l,ommk ioner" said they had examined evoral 
aite anu had found two that would be good sites for th Capitol. 

CJlO~ KXAMINATIO • 

(.l. Wero you not in the bauit of joking with Mr. Goodrell ? 
A. Yes, sir. ' 
Q. Did not Mr. Gol!Kirell ay at that time that he would locate 

the Uapitol to th be t of his j 11dgment 1 
A. I don't think he did say o at that time. I think I have 

heard him say so, preveiou to that time. 
Q. Was the conversation before or after the l0cation? 
A. I think it wa the evening it was located. 

DIRECT EXAMJNATIOX RE -..o,;D. 

Q. Do you know of Goodrell's claiming any property on the 
E'llAt Hid<> of tl.io riv 'r at or about that time / 

A. He tohl me that he had some. 
Q. How soon after the location di<.l he tell you so? 
A. Within thr e or four days after. 

CROS~ EXAMINATION RESUMED. 

~- JJid not Oootlrell leaye leave within three or four days n.f:. 
ter the locatioll ~ 

A. I ,km't know. He Raid he wus going to buy some proper­
ty on tlte Nlht i;i<le. I think three or iourduy after he said heh.ad 
aome or hn.<1 bought some. Jfo had told me prior to thi three or 
four days that he illtended to purchase some. 

Q. Did he not tell yon he was corning here to lh·e 1 
1 th ill k he did. Ye·, h , told me that. 

q. Dill 1\C not retun, within a month after the location of tlie 
J pitol, noel migl1t not this ron,·ersation have heen after he re­

turnl'<l ~ 
A. I think not. I think thii:l wa within thrc-e or four days after 

tl1t• l1H"ation of the Capitol. We l,ad !'IC•Yeral couvereations after tit is 
in wl1ic·h lw told me RO. 

Q. ·where were you when the c ,n versn.tion took place, s.rnd 
...-ho we1·e prt•,.ent? 

A. 1 think we were alone. I think it was iu Walnut trect 
nenrly in front ofthe De Moine House. 

,1. Dill he not tell yon he was going to start a lumber yard 7 

5i 

I d,m·t t · : . I th.nk tha w~ tl:er he r turn J. · 
thouO'h he mi,., e then. 

Q. Diel yo the 1: crt1't tun,i h' pr ~•nre the h tion 
upon the west 

A. r. I know ,f DI) e<.:ret fund. 
Q. Did you u · for any purpo whate,·er ! 

A. I Glid n ny amount. 1 w in p· rtn ~rship. My 
partner may ha,·e. If o it wa to th tat1.:, n t to a ccr t fund. 
NotbinD" w put down t my k110 led~ upon rn ub cription.­
I ba,·e heard. my p rtner ub cril,e l to thl"' 't h.•. I don't thio k 
it i tru . 

Q. W er ynu th· propriet )r of th De foine I!uu::;e at th time 
of the loent1on, and wer Mr. n>0Jrell and otlu.•r 'ornmi., ion •rs 
your gu t ? 

A. I w ~ and they were my !!UC t , all of them. 
Q. [Dy nthony.] Do you know whether anything wn given 

to the Conuni ""'io•1ert; to· t e Iota i(\n ot the C:1p:1nl? 
.A. I d.o 10. 

lf'. .1. • ',·ott b in,. <luly worn, testifiorl a~ follow~:-
Q. Where did yon re,,ide at the time of ho location of tl1e 

Capitol? 
A. At thi:- place, on the ea.st siJe of the river. 
Q. Diel )·on sec th1..• Oommi-.-ionerf' at th ti nc they were here 

to locatt· the Capitol 1 

A. I diJ. 
Q. Ditl you h:1s~ any conver-.ation with them in r forcnc to 

the location and before jt W:ti <let rmiucd? 
A. Ye , sir. 
Q. "\Vhu ownoil and lui 1l ont thc,~e additions wlaiC'la I n, w point 

out (Ill tl1e map / 
A. I nnd Dean lai1l l t cott and Dl,:111',., AJ,litioll. I wu. in­

terestc<l in the town ot' De,m.oine nn,i in Sc'.ott's Aduiti n. l eau't 
tell who o,\·ne<l them unle . I !.'('' to my pri rnte paper . 

Q. 011 which of the;; , it' either, wa the 'apitol lo ··\tc•rl ! 
A. It WU!I partly Oil 'c,1 f;; A dition t11 h t(,wn of ncm11ine 

and partly '° Lyon· a,lditiou. 
Q. Did you, at or al,out th time of the location of the aid 

8 
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(' 111i ol, rnll and c:v11,·ey, or a~ree to conH~', or a;:!'re~ to hold in 
t. .:t. any part ,.,f yonr ~aid 1,ro1 ertr for Mr. ' reet, on, of the Colli• 
rnir+inncr ~ 

I 01,jectcd tn by c:,,nn,-el fr,r the ac:cn e,1. The wi ne 'i3 rcfnscd 
to answer tho q1.1ebtion arnl filed the following 1·ca. on for such 
n in,-al :-

" Th0 witnc s tcfns •s to answer the qnestion on the (J'rounu nnd 
fr r he reason that if any any act doue,or transaction had between 
Mr .. 'trc:et an<l this affiant: wc,nlcl ten<l to impeach the conduct f 
Mr. 'tn•c:t, it wonlcl and will operate to impeach and di grace af­
fi:mt : an1l he further ba. es his objection and refn al to answer, 
tliat the an wer which he wnuld b ('vmpelled to g-ive, taken in 
c·onnec:tinn vdth the e •idence alrcaly taken and lluestion that 
rr i~ht follow-thi answer, will tend. to disgrace this aftiant.''] 

The Co1111nittee refused to excus tho witn, 'SS from ausw,·ring 
the qnc>stion for the reason that fl10 reason for such refusal does 
Jll1t tonform to the re<Jnisition of see:tion 2397 of the Corle, which 
cxeurJJtS witnes,,es frr,111 uni,wering in certain ca!ec~. 

Q. Diil you convey, or agree to con'l"ey, or agree to hold any 
or your eoaicl property in trn t, for Guy '\Velis, on or about the t irne 
ot the loeation ot the Capitol~ 

I Ohjcctcd to by the con nscl for accused. The witness refn ·eel to 
nnewt•r tlw qne tion an,l for ground for such refw-m.l gavP in the 
same stntemcnt or excuse, as to the 111st preceding c1ucstion. 

Whenmpon the Committee refused to excuse the witness from 
nu1-1 wer~ng for the same rcaso11 stated to the 1nAt preceding 111wFition 
1 IHI n·lmutl.J 

(,l. Did you, at or about the tirnc of the location of the CaJlitol 
cmivey, or agree to cozwcy, or to hold in trm,t nuy of your aid 
pr<l}'t•rt ' fur Mr. Pe~r:un ~ 

, l Ohjectell to by couni-,d for the ~wen ed. ,v1icrenpo11 tho same 
re foMl :lll(l n·n on. t,w rl.!fasal were ~iven a,; to the t:-c<:ond aboYC 
wr·:tcn •Jlll'Sliun; an<l for the rcasn1,1s following t'll<'h rcfn,-.al, tlu~ 
C1.mnnitt~o rclnsctl to excuse the witnes2 from tet';tifyi11g.J 

Q. Did you, c1r did yon not, at or nbont the time of the locution 
or the aid Capitol, con vcy or agree to con ,·ey, orto holJ in t.rn!:it any 
portino of your aid property, to said Commissioners m· to any •Jr 
to c•ither of tlicm ? 

l Objected to by c unsel for the accnse<l. Tho witness refused 
t<l m1a,ver the question, ancl for excnse for such refusal filed the 

J If. ''. Bll-'-tl'.,' being Inly worn. l' tined a-. f l11rn·i.: 

Q. Di I ~-011 re,idc ht•r a the time of the I 1 •ation ot h, apitul t 
A. I Nsiucd in Pulk c nnt,; near nylon·ilh.•. 

. tJ. Do _Yun ur ti yon n t know of ;iny nll n ~y , ,r pt·t•pel'ty 1,e­
rn..,. pru11nse<l. tn 1,o pnid or furnit>hC' 1 to intln •nt·c tlte loeation ,1f 
the C,1.pitol on the en~t ide o tho Des Moine~ Ri,·t•r ~ 

[ Objected to hy e(Jnnse1 for accn-:eili 01i tho g-ru1md that it em­
braces too mach; which objecti, n was ~nstninecl.J 

Q. Do yun know of said Ct\llllllissioner hnvin•P 1·ccoil·c1l the 
promi.,;e of any property at c)l' a 1Jollt the ti m c , ,f th; ln".,ti, •n of the 
C'o.pitol to influence the location ,~Lerc it nnw is m. 1lc ! 

A. I <lo not. 

Q. Did yon or dicl yon not sell propnty on l11e t•.ist bide n!' the 
river for one or more of the om missioner ~ 

A. I did not to my k110wlcugc. 
Q. Did yon, or did yon not carry, or wore yu11 •Jr wu1•p you not 

reqncstecl to carry money to one 01· more of snicl Comm i.,siuner::i, 
s~:Y Pegram. or Street; nnd ff yon were so re,1n0t'to(l t.o ti) C"an·y, 
did yo_u or ,bl yon not pay th<' snmc to th<' i-nid Pegrmn or Street} 

[Ol~ected to as to that vart wJnc:h cnlls for <lcdaratio11s other 
tlrnu those of Pegram and ,trcet, wltieh wa , 11stni11l'.1l hy the Com­
mittee.] 

A. I ne,·cr carried any 111niwy to cithm· Pt•grar11 nr ~I ro •t. r 1mw 
mmc. I hanllled none. 

(}. Do you tJl' ,lo you 11nt kni.,w 11!' any or t:ilher of the Com­
mi~!:-ioncrs claiming :my propt•rty cm till' <.':l l i;iclc uf the rh·1•1·, nt 
or a1,out or soon after the location of the U:1.pitul ! 

A. I heard ono ol' the Cun1missi11rwrs 1-p1•ftk nf 111·01H'rty wbid1 
I m1del'stooJ frorn hirn J1c owned here. It wns f;1111ll•tiuw nftl'I' the 
location. Of my own knowledge I know J1flthi11g uf it. 

ORO ·s l:X.A.\llNA'riuN. 

Q. Who was the Commibi-,ioncr, ancl 110w long al er th c Joe~ 
tion, and has he not since been a resident of this t,,wn 1 
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A. It was Mr. Good.rel!. I have u.nder&tcvd him to bo a citi­
zen of this town. It was after be left here after the location and 
had come back. Si.ace then I have understood him to be a citizen 
here. 

The Committee then adjourned. 
[ Sign<>d] 

• 

The Oommitteo met pursuant to call. 

S. SIBLEY, Cleric 

MABorr 8th, 185 . 

MiUer appea:-ed for the memorialists and Hall for the accuseu. 
The counsel for the accused called M. D. McHenry to the wit-

ness stand, wko tosti:fied as follows: 
Q. Were yo11 in the dty of Des Moines at the time the Capitol 

was located in H :rn ; if so what time in the day the location was 
made did yot1 lcurn the loc&tion wns mo.deg 

A. I came to Des Moines on Monday the 21st of April, 1856, 
before sun.rise of that day. My business here was with Mr. Street, 
ono of the Oommissioneri:,. I found him about nine o'clock that 
morning, and during that forenoon learned from him that although 
no formal ·,ote ot the Commissioners bad been taken on tho sub­
ject he was in favor of the location on the East side himself, and 
knew enougL. of the sentiments of others to be satisfied it would be 
so located. He said they w@nld det,ermine the matter formally 
that even.fog, or the next rooming as he supposed. }fr. Street in­
troduced mo to the other Commissioners and I roomeu with them, 
and may be said to haYo been one of their company while I re­
mained. On J;tonday afternoon or T11esday forenoon-I feel pretty 
confident it was the latter-I was for the first time introduced to 
WHliam II. McIIonry, my present partner in business, while he 
was in the act of fixing the exact position of a section corner, or 
centre, near the school house, close :co the north-west corner of the 
Capitol quni-e. He was then defining the exact limits of the 
sqmire under the direction of the Commissioners, as I was Informed 
on tbo ground among th('m, and the fact that they bacl made the 
location was spoken of in the crowd as a thing them made known 
by themRelYe . I am not certain that I heard any of them say so 
just tlHm, bttt it was so stated either by them or by othe.r in their 
presence, as a matter which they haJ. determined on and made 
known. 

,.. 

[The latter part of the an· wer 
th inemo · nlists.] 
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objected to by tl1e coun e1 for 

CBO EX.UUN.A.'flON. 

Q. Do your ·ide on the East ide of th D Moin s river, nnd 
are yon interested in property on that siee i 

A. I live in Des lloine east sid of the river, and o n a "' d 
many lots on that side-none on the e t; a.nd further dth not . 

[ igned.] M. D. McHE RY. 

D. H. G, iffitJ1, being eworn on the pn.rt of the accused, testified 
as follows: 

Q. Were you in th city of Des :Moines at tho time tho Capitol 
was located in 1 56, if so state hat ti111e in the <lay the location 
-wo.s made did yon learn the location wa made ~ 

A. I was a resident here at the time-can't say tho dQy exact­
ly-my nmlerstanding was that it was, on Monday even:ng. 

Q. What time m the following day did they commence to Sltr­

vey off the Capitol Square I 
A. I cant eay-my impr £.ion i they commenced the follow­

ing day. 
CRO S E AMJNATION. 

Q. D::i you own property on the East side of the rived 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. [By McO.ra:ry.] Do you romomber when the survey was 

made-whethe1· before or after the location 1 
A. I don't recollect. The day Street came to my houae, on 

Monday evening, sick, my understandini from him was that the 
location was ma<le. He gn,;o tliat ns a reason why he wanted to 
lca\'c, and wanted n. pla.ce to rest. 

Q. Did you at or about the time of the locati01 , con ,·oy 01· agree 
to convey, bold in trust or agr e to hol<l in trust, any property for 
,either ot said Commissioners, 01· for a.ny person in thoi:r b halt; or 
for them I 

[Objected to by counsel for accused a•d sustained.] 
Q. Did yon conv,cy or ag1·ee to convey any property to inih1-

cnce the location of the Oapitol 1 
[The witness refused to answer this c1uestion on the ground that 

it concerned his own private affairs, whlcb he is under no obliga.-
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ti 1111 11 di ,· 11) • •. ( 1!,j •(; tl•d t t • ,,. e,11111,d !;.lr a N• t1 cd th not proper 

ci·, ,. , rn.11iin~ti11J1, u;1,1 u 1111 in;t"' iti(,, ,many attompt uu th' part 
t•f the rc,;11011•1l::1t · t,, takl· ',tit11 ,1 y. Tit• Olll'llitteo 'rCfnf;c1l to 
excuse the ,vitnc,;-., l 

tl, !)id you, t 01· al1 11t tlat: time or the location of the Capitol, 
c,m , . .,_.,.. or a~t·ee to ron, • .c,r hold · n tn t. any propcrtf for ho 

',,rn 1 ·,; • lD ~, ur y ur cit h •r of tl11,;1n. or: to anybody el e o 
tlwir h lt, to int1u('nco tl lucnti n uf th" Capitol. 

~Ol,ject I to l,.v c• nsel a nut cro~ cxamina ion, and a palpau~o 
,·i,1lati1111 of •,·ny rnlc c,t' tukin~ tc t:1111)11y.J 

A. I ari-,wer tlutt •tuc..-ti1111 cmpliaticnlly nu. I answer so bc­
<·,111. c I m:t.Y 1,e liuhle t11 111i:,c•o11.titructic n by rct'u,iing t•J un-;wcr, and 
not l,c:cnni.c I thi.nk the <1uc tion a proper one. 

Tin: U1J1u111ittce then adj,.nu-nc-i. 
f,ignc,1.) '. SIBLEY, lerk. 

MARC'H, 9th, 185~. 
The Oo1111uith·e met pur ·uunt to ai'ijournmcnt. 
The partic ap11eare<l by their re. p<:ctivt- c nn~el. 
Tl.ac following witn s • · w •ro worn by the excused : 
/J. 1( .J ll//1, b •iog Jul,v worn, tustificd 8i; follows: 
(J. W •re you n resittent in l.''ort D Moines at the timo the 

Capitol w located here, in th yt·ar 1 · 56 ! 
A. J was. 
jJ. Look at this i,avcr Lnu1rk<'1l "'K" ! and st te wh<ither you 

ig1H.•d that paper, whnt tlie circum to.nc were un<ler which you 
aigue<l, an1l whether bvt,a p'de or, not, antl whether it wns not got 
np after there ,ma a report that th<: Oapitol hnd been located 1 

l ,\icl aign it, though I h:id forgottC"n it. I Jiu not wish to 
sig11 it. lmt I ee it iR my JUlllll· and I now r collect aLout it. Tltc 
uu,101· ta111liug w , it was tc,Jd me. that it wai got up merely for 
"l,nnkum," or aham, a111l not b<majide, ,,n my part, and it was not 
•· pee,1:ed hy me tl1at it wonlJ be pai1l. 1 don't recollect; it is o 
1011~ since I can't tell whctht•r the Capitd was located at tho ti ue 
or nt1t. l taum t rell for <'l•rtain ; my imprc ion i.t1 tliat it WM 

•atcd. 
~- [By Mahoney.] Do you speak tor others :tt-i well as yourselH 

[ do not ipt-ak tv1· other:;. It was a "ery Ul•ar bargain as it 
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. . h11il,lit !! a t: to.: U - 11"-.ld11:,; i 
free. h with \ t «iv· h •-.i1\o. 

Q. iptiou p l er a11,wc: 
if the :.1 n ·uh.• at 

A. :. v,:. 1d all Lian: l> :\ t ,;tt 

time, s p.-11111,-(''1. iii prop1:rty, nt th1..· • thvu~h 
it wonhl haH' tnh•n abont all 0111" lm,l. 

Q. I· 11 it that. 11l1,ct'i1 ti1111 l' ·tm · 111• l1av1 
l,w •n rni1tO\l'I tv 0111c" th mrtic-. to ipti~, 1-1 

.\. It w,rnM on ,(l\lll', r hit,·. I t Woll' l 
have l,t•<:H r11i!1111i,,. 111· w >nl l ha,·L· •\111 , IH•y 11. ,I 
ha<l tv pay it ut fair pri 'l':,,. 

CltO J.:\'. :\11.\ . \ll •:-.. 

Q. Do yvu u t own ahuut :l(IU acn·s ut' Ian I n hort lli,t:meo 

north of '&pitol 'qua1·e 1 
A. I owu 1 ·o acre. adjoining the corp•.1m ion, ah0ut thn• · 

fourths of a mile from Oapitol 'quart·. 
(J. Did you not a;..;sert the other <lll,r to a.-\·er.tl pc N ill that ·o 

had not i ne<l a snhscription ! 
A. I did. Ju I saiu, I had furguttcu it. At tlil' time 01 tl,o 

loett.tion. l haJ much more pl'operty on the Wl'"t iilc tl1tm llll th 

east sido of the fr•· r, an<l I istill have. 
. Did you iin that u'b ·criptiun in go_oJ_ faith. 01· lc>l' th' 1,111· 

po of working o. framl upon the ()01.111111 · 11111 1·;; u111l upnn tho 

community ! . 
. l can't rec1Jll ct the i,iguing of it. I surposc~l 1t ~., . all.~o 

u for •'bunkum:' l oan·t ay what wa~ my .,1~1tcnho1~ u1 1gnrn~. 
/

1bave-forgotten wl1at was my 1utention. My n11pre ·._1011 wa~ :m,1 

till ii, that it wa~ all got U}' for '' bunkmn."' . 
Q. Since yon cannot 1·~'<.'ollect ~f i~ni~1 t_hat paper, _a!1 1l ~~a!'. t 

recollect what your intent1011 w s m wning 1t-a matlm Ill \\ luch 
·ou have and had such a persounl i11tl11·e t-how _th~11 c:an you re• 

!ollect that it is youl" impre sion thnt the anh cl'1pt1on w1l •~•Jt up 

for" bunkmu !" 
A. I can recullei:t of hearing it talkc1l ol_ at tho ti1110 u.s fnr 

,1 l,unkmn.'' I know that { hau r~fu ,,{ to l [l it C'\'Cr:ll tillle I 

and suppo&eu I had not. 
(..2. Point out whnt man or men v-c1·~ rwt ahlt• t<J pay, upou tl11~t 

subscription. 
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A. Barlow Gran er for one I <lo not think wa.s able to pay his 
subscription of 12,00-0. J. C. Jones for another, for 6,000. 

Q. Was not Granger an agent for Bird of :Mi son1-i, and has he 
not acted as agent in selling and deeding property T 

A. He was, but n«.1t a , lat,e as that I think. 

lv. W. lVi.lli.a11uon, being duly sworn, testi:fie<l as follows : 
Q. Were you a resident of J,...,ort Des Moh1es at the time of the 

location of the Capitol ~ 
A. I was. 
Q. Did you know that this paper [marked·' E.' J was in circu­

lation about the time of the location, and if so, wl:at was the un­
derstanding of those who subscribed and circu]ated it about its 
being bona,fide, and their being required to pay their subscriptionsi1 

A. I su.w the sub cription after it was circnlatecl somewl1at, and 
my undcrstu.ndil'lg was, at the time that I subscribed, that the 
Commissioners had agreed upon a locntiou. I had this only from 
reports that I heard upon the streets, I think on Tuesday rooming, 
and my recollection now is that at the time I subscribed that I did 
so under the belief tl1at it would not be accepted, for the reason 
that I had beard that the C0mmissioners had located the Capitol 
on the east side. I think I circulated the sul?,scription pal;f;ly my­
selL lly uncle&·standing was sncb, and I would not give the under­
standing of others who circulated .it~ a.e I have afore stated. 

Q. When you circulated the paper and saw others ciroula.te it, 
how was it represented to others in order to procure subserjptions 1 

A. I don't recollect of bt1t one instance of any repr88ent.ations 
being made. There may have been repre entations in more than 
one particular ca e. Mr. Sypher and my elf were together and 
presented the papm· to Mr. Hokomb, and he remarked that he had 
alren.dy subscribed. something to tl1c State and diJ not wish to give 
anything mc.,re, and I recollect the reply was made to him that he 
need not hcsitato to sign it fo1· the reason that there was not much 
'1aJ1ger of his ht\,·ing to givo it, or something to that effect. Sypher 
or myselt~ I think Sypher, made the reply. 

Q. Was Sypher engagod in circulating the paper and getting 
1.mb ·cribcrs ? 

A. .My i.mpl'eE.siou is that he was. It has been so long since 1 

J 
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cannot s y that he circulat d the paper only ~·hen be w. , •ith me. 
Q. Look at the paper and ·ee what the a gre ~ate of yonr y-

pber's and Holcomb's snb cription i& · 
A.. 190,500. 
Q. ,vas not that au extravagant sub cription for the persons 

who subscribed, to make, taking into con idera.tion their ability to 
pay at that time and &ince ? 

A. It was rather more than a •reat many of them could pa1 
now. At the time the subscription was made, quite a number, at 
tbe price property was then, could pay. Upon looking over the 
subscription, I don't see any bll.t that might have paid ui.king prop­
erty at the price it was at that time. 

CRUS EXAMINATION. 

Q. Did yob sign that paper in good faith nnd with the intent 
to pay in case the Capitol bad been located on the west eide of th.e 
rjve:ri 

A. Had the location been made on the west side of the river 
after the sub cription had been presented to the Commissioners, I 

presume I would have paid it. 
Q. [By Mahoney.] Did yot1 own property on the west aide ot 

the river at that time i 
A. Yes. 
Q. [By Mahoney.] Wonld it have been aft'ecte<l by tho Joe. 

tioa on the west side ·~ 
A. It would, I suppose. 
Q. [By Mahoney.] Were you influenced by that fact .in 1mb­

scribing i 
A. In part, I was. I resided on the west side; for convenience 

to the Capitol I wished to have it there. 
Q. To what extent had the subscription been drcula.ted whe11 

you got it? 
A. I took the subscription to Holcomb. I sec that i11 these•-

eotll name. 
Q. llow many names <lid you get to it ~ 
A. I have no recollection. 
Q. Can you name a single snllscriber you got beside Ilolcombl 

If so name him. 
A. Francis Grimmel, Jr., I got. I see that is the fourth from 

the last. I now recollect I went to hunt up Grimme]. I aee hit 
9 



11.!Jlllc' i,; $;.,11ed ill ,n.· lioi,d \\ ritiu!!. f think [ g"llt tlic r,L1l,~t·rir1tiori 
"' LI t' . . ,1" · I "•->t l h:r,-e nrJ of George Snecl'. l 1·ceo cot H•• o 11c1 m1.1 .. ~ - · 

clouht 1 JJreeentcd it to otbor . 
l •.1 tl, 1 yt u "Ot tht' 11::1.me,, Q Du you wish to con,·e\' t 1e tuea td • 1 e 

fron; the seventh from tlw fir.,t to the fom·tl1 from the lo.st, on the 

sub crivtion t 
A. No, sir; I say no ~uch thing. 

lV. Jl. M0Be1u!J, being duly sw-om, h. tHiecl as t'~Uows: . 
Q. Did you reside in Des Moines at the t i111e of the locah_vn. of 

tLe Capitol in 1856, and wHc yo\\ called upon to i-,\ll'\:ey the g10~11 '.1 

upm, which the Capitol is locnte<l, and otl1cr r1nl~lw ,g1·~m1ds • if 
yeo. state what tim1:1 you were called npon, what tune ) ou nrnd~ 
the 1sm·vey, aml what time yo11 fir,,t heard th1;: 'apitol was l~cat_cd. 

A. I did live he1·e. I wns called upo11 to s:n··rey the ?apitol 
g1·0111uls. I can't he (1nitc positive abont t~lO tune. I dunk,_ (Ill 

Moudu.y the 21st of April, I was calletl UJJO~ to _-nrvcy the Capitol 
gl'onmla. l<'rom i;evcral circumste.noe,; I thrnk 1t wnE' un Mo~d~y 
the '2lst. 1 i.im nol quite s1u·e whether [ commonccd the sm, cy 
th day I was catted upon 01· not. 1 di,l make the survey aml I 
commcnceJ eitlL •r Mondn,v attemoon 01· Tue <lay f1.1re_noon, to tlw. 
best of my reco11ectfon. I. ctrn't say exactl.v when I first bear1I ot 
the location, but I h ,ar<l lt before I was called upon to make the 

sm·vey. . . 
Q. What grounds did you tirst survey, aud how luug (hd you 

conti11uo in the employ of the Cowmissiontirs in making sur~e,rs? 
A. The first snrYey was on Capitol Square. Tho next piece I 

"urv •yed, wns on de iguated as " State G ronuds, _'' on _Bmismn~•~ 
Map of ]),es Hoines. The ne~ was on t!10 south stde of Coon Riv­
el'. I waii employed tl.lree or fo111• days In al I. 

Q. Do you recoUect making any appointment. with .fudgo 
Orookhnm to meet .him at ampbell's hniMing- to make u survey 
on the i:!O\lth Ride of Coon River? 

A. !<lo. 
(!. Oitl jOll do auy blll'll'l'J'iug fo1· ,l uJv(' ( ·I'()( 1kham_ on bi11 J'f't· 

vat~ 1u.:connt, or in any ,,tl, •r wa} l'xc:q,t n-. on tl.H.• puhltc grounrl ~ 
A. l !lever did. 
Q. StstCI if you 1Ud n(lt l11n o to m21k,, :m t-xtr~ . m·vey of tit 
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ix-aer' lot. C;l$t o · the ',1pitol. on accotmt of ~n obj t;vn y 
Cl' oklmm, r~·['c ·ting the quantity of l nd fir t .surY ·e . 

A. I tl1iuk th quare was eulnr,.,.cd, and w h d to su ·ve • 
part of it a seconu time. 

Q. Huw lou01" luw" you been a r ident of De M ine u 
- ! 

wlrnt ha been yonr occnpnti n anu opportm1ity of knowing th 
amount of real property held iby persons on thtlt subscription i 

A. I have !ixed in Polk county nine year on the 13th day of 
J last Angust. I have boen engage•! in variou kind of bn:;int"s ,, 

and have boon operating as surveyor, more ot· le s, aU of tl1e tim , 
in the county. I have been herilf of this county. Ily n -eociBtion 
and surve ·ing land for parties, I have had an opportunity ot fon 1-

ing some icloa of tho amount of property own.cu by parti '. 
Q. Looking o\~er the sub cription do you not consicie · thu 

amounta subscribed by some partie U' ertnwag,mt, an~l boy n 
their men.ns at the time and since to pay? 

A. I think the subscriptions vel'y oxtrnvagu.ut f,ll' some -1. ther11 
could pay it. 

Beitjami,n Bryant~ being dLtly swm·o, testified as follow :­
Q. llow long have yon Ii vet! in the town or Des Moiaes ~ 
A. I have residell in Polk county since May 6th 1 -13. 
Q. Were you in Fort De~ Moine at the timo of the location of 

the Cap.itol { 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you see the subscription paper, UlR.rkcd '· E, " about the 

time the Capitol was located 1 
A. Itlon't know that I eve1· so.w tltisthing ll'i itie. I imw n sub­

ecription similar to this in chara -ter. 
Q. Wel'e these snliscription paper,- drculu.to1l bef ,ru or ftor 

repo1·ts said the Capitol wn located ( 
A. Before ::md on the ,fay the Oapitol WM locat<.,1l. After [ 

knew tlie Capitol wne located, ubscriplions wero nroLu ,1 in1d I w 
a.sked to subecriue tu thum. 

Q. Were thCfi<'Sttb.scriptions circulattid eon i,k·n·tl u-, ''l1milq11u," 
or bona .ft'1ie 'I 

A. 'l'lwsc cireululc:t1 l1cli1rn tl1e locatio,l I (•ow,i,fo1·ed a /,,m,1, 
ftd,, and to1· the· p111·pufic• of g·etti ng the (J pit,ol on tht ,,..<·i'lt ~11!1, vf 



68 

river. Those after the location, I understood were for the pnr~ot.e 
of showing that there could be a certain amount of money ra1.Sed 
on the west aide of tile river. 

Q. Were not the subscriptions raised bef•re the loc~tion to be 
given to influence the Commissioners to locate the Capitol on the 
west side of the river ~ 

A. The first one I don't h.--now about. I think it was to see what 
amount could be raised. It was to be put into the hands ef a Com­
mittee. Think it was spoken of, as to see what amount could be 
raised to build temporary buildings for the State. . . 

Q. Look at the subecription paper, marked "E, » and state _it 
the subscriptions of many are not extravagant and beyond the abil­
ity ot tlle subscribers at that time and since to pay i 

A. Several I can mention, I think the subscriptions of, would 
be extravagant,-others would not. 

The Committee then adjourned. 
[Signed.] S. SIBLEY, Clerk. 

l!.A.ROU 10th, 1858. 
The Committee met pursuant to ca.11 by the Chairman. The fol­

lowing witnesses were called. by the Committee : 
O. J. L. Ji'o&ter, bcini!: duly sworn, testified as follows: 
Q. State whether you bad any conversation with Mr. Crook­

ham concerning the iocation of the Capitol, and if so what that 
conversation was i 

A. Mr. Crookham came into my room at the Grout House: one 
evening since his arriV"al here, some time last week. I commenced 
talking wi.th him in a jovial, joking sort of u way, ab.out tho loca­
tion of the Capitol. Ho went on to say that the loc·ation was about 
the best that could be made. He said he got here on Sun.day night, 
when ho came to locate the Capitol, and found the people here in 
a great contest about the location. The people on the west side 
came o-vor and presented a subscription ot a large amount, if they 
would locate the Capitol o,er thero on the west side. On Monday 
he aid they went over on the west side and looked around and 
examined the location offered. He, Crookham, took a bond for 
ten acrefil of land, I think he said for the location of the Capitol, or 
Stnte University upon. He said the proposition from the west 
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side r cei rnd in the ti renoon of .Mondny, and thoy went over 
to examine the we,;t shl" in the aftern on. n Tue d y he aid, 
we looked on the east ~id . The sub cription from he west ide 
they received on Monday, and ma<le the location on Tuesday.­
Thi~ he repeated upon my question. He said he rode nround on 
the east side, und on returnlng said to the other Commiasionertl 
tha he had made a location, and it was upon the hill, where it now 
is, and the other Commissioners snid they agr ed with him aa to 

; the locution. He, Crookhnm, wi'l.S ecretary of the Board of Com­
m.is·ioners, and they pas.eel a re olntion on Tue day afternoon to 
locate the Capitol on its present site. Ile said he had all tho pro­
ceeding· of the Board at his office. I asked why he did not bring 
them up. He said he did not consider it of enougl1 consequence, 
or i;ometbing to that effect. Ile, Crookham, thought it was the 
beat location that could be made, and it was none of their business 
how many lots they got. He, Oreokham1 seemed qnito indignant 

_ that they should have called up thi.s investigo.tion. 

Jo.'fi'J}lt (J,•irldJ-~, being duly sworn, te~tified as followa: 
Q. [By the Chairman.] State whether you hcnrd any conver­

sation by Mr. Crookham about the location of the Capitol, and if 
so, what he, Crookham, said: 

A. I heard Orookham speaking about tho locution at tho Grout 
House, some time from the first to the fifth instant, onQ evening. 
He, Crookham, snid he came here to locate tho Capitol on Sunday 
njght. The Commissioners had a proposition from the other side. 
They, the Commissioners, went on the other side to look on Moo.­
day. My impression is that ho aaid the bond he got there was for 
ten acres on the other side of the forks on tho hill, and was for 
some of tlle Institutions. Ile said they r ceived tho propositiona, 
which was a subscription of n considerable amount and I <lon't re­
member whnt,-from the west side on Monday, and they went over 
and looked at tho location offorec.1 after they received the proposi­
tion. The <l.ay after they went over on the west side, he said they 
located the Cu.pitol here on the cast side. Ho said that at night 
after the location was made some of them from tho weet side came 
over to see about it, la.te at night; but they told them it was too 
l.ate. He, Crookham, went on to say that it was none of their busi­
ness how much they got or how much money they received. Thia 
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conversation wat; rnluntar on the part of Yr. Crookham. He 
cc,rnmence<l talking about it and <lirccte<l his c<JI1Yer£>ation inaiuly 
to :Mr. Fo tcr. This occurrc<l la,,t week: sometime auout the fit· t 
part or middle of the 1\'Cek. 

The ComR1ittee then a<ljourne<l. 
r ,:i •ned] S. "'I BLEY, Clerk. 

J 
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[A.] 
<'t PY < 1'' TUE ~·t Bl-I 1,lPTIO~ ~s f ... .' THE WE 'T ~lfH; 

OF TIIE IYEH. 
\\~t.. th\• 111lll •r,..,i~nc\1 , severally 11romi c anll • •r' to d mate to 

ll 't. t ot low Re: l E.: te, to •e npprai~c1l hy <lisintcrc tNl 
l'' r,on": t rhe ,·alnu <•f the ·e,·cral um,, t-t. t. gai11st 11ur re lwdinl 
r \n : P,· · t ii 'Dh 'o mi -.ioner ai: p intt d fort hi- r -lo<·atioo 
of 1lit. t, te Capitol, locat tht• ume in the iork of th~ D M in s 
1 rul H ccoon Riven. 

~(lrt Dci- M11i11es Iowa, .April :..!?d, l 56, 
P .. M. Ca1-al ·, ........ . ~:O R. W. s ·phtr, ...... . tl ,o 0 
(-· Y. Kc 1n e .. .......... :i. 11 O ,Jou h· 1 L. on, ....... 15,n 
.U. P. 0:hl'rman, .. .... .... :~ II) ,James 'mnpboll, ....... !'j 00 
W. H. Ilcn·c , ......... 1,000 Lo" ll Whitt•, .......... 3,000 
J ra Cunk, ............. .-1-,0110 F. H. W ei:;t, ........... 10,UOO 
F. C. (-.rimmcl, ........ l 1J,t101) ,v m. F. Ayr ~, ......... .3,00() 
H.. II, >lcomh, .......... 1 l,tJOIJ Tlw . ::\ikMnllen, ....... ;'),000 
E. R. lapp, ............. 500 J.C. Jone., ............ 6,000 
J. D. Davis, ............ 1,000 .J. ~- Di~s, ............. 500 
,J. Lewis, .............. l,000 "'\V. "'\V. Moore, ........... 500 
ll. 'tephcnson, .......... 30() II. M. IIoxie, ..... ..... 1,000 
H. R. Lovejoy, .......... :30/J Hoyt Sherman, ......... 3,000 
L, T. Fih;on, ... .. ...... 1,000 J. E. J ewctt, ........... 2,uoo 
William Busick, ......... 500 R. Rice, ................ 500 
RF. Allen ............ 2,000 D. P. W. Day, ..... .... 2,000 
J. \\7 • Bracl1:1haw, ....... 1.00ll R. L. Ti<lric·k, .......... 1,000 
Eel win Hall, ........... 1,UllU H. 0. <.:irimmcl, ......... .400 
And. J. teven~ •........ 2 OUO D. 0. Finch, ............ 500 
G. Holland, ... .' ........ 5,000 W. ·w. Williamson, ...... 500 
W. C. Bn;tun, ......... !\IJO J .J amc · CraJH~, ............ 500 
Fn ncib Grimmel, Jr., ... l ,000 ,J. m •i; hcmian, ......... 500 
(h·orgt1 11 •r, .......... 1,000 

S56,900 
71,900 

,12 , 00 

171,900 



[B.] 
COPY OF NOTICE bERVED UPON THE COMMI sro -

ERS BY PEOPLE OF WEST SIDE. 

FT. DEs MomEs,, April 22, 1 56. 
To the J:foA.r<l of Commissioners, appointed 1,y his Honor, J. W. 

Grimes for the re-location of the Seat ot Government of the I 

State of Iowa: 
You are hereby notified that the citizens of the town of Ft. Des 

Moines will on to-morrow morning offer, through you, to tho State 
of Iowa., ten acres of laud, in an eligible situation and in a suitable 
place, and within the territory fixed by law for said location, s.nd 
hrn hnndrod thousand dollars if said Location shall be made on th.a 
West side of the Dee Moines river and within the Raccoon fork:11. 

J. E. JEWETT. 

73 

[C.] 
OOP'[ O.F THE E O.r"rD UB CRIPTION J>APER. 

We tho undersigned severally promise and agree to donnte to 
the State of Iowa, Real Estate, to be appraised by disinterested 
persons to the amount of the seTeral sums set ngainst our respect­
ive 1u1.mes P,·o-vid«l, the Commiesioners to re-locate tho State Cap­
itol do locate the sa11 .. e in the forks of the Des Moines nnd Raccoon 
rivers: 
John ..Mumma, ......... . 1500 
Barlow Granger, for Bird, 2,000 
Wesley Rodhend, ....... 1 000 
Milton Sc&tt, ........... 1,000 
0. H. & ,v. A. Poindexter,5,000 
Wm. M. Baker, ........ 1,000 
0. W. Vanhorn, .......... 400 
Martin Winters, ..... ..... GOO 
Thomas Boy•, ........... 300 
A. Newton, ............ 1,000 
Lah-d Brothers, .......... 500 
J ohu Yost, ............ 1,000 
Casper Hibbard, ........ 1,000 
J. '. Cook, .............. 500 
G. W. Cleveland & Co., .. 500 
Johu W. Penny, ......... 500 
W amer & Spofl:ord, ...... 500 
Jolin W. Jones, .......... 500 

Bro't u1\ 

10 

117,800 
12,750 

Leas e Har h, .......... 1500 
T-Rompson Bird, ........ 5,000 
H. R. Lovejoy, .......... 20U 
B. Bryant, .............. 50 ) 
James Stanton, . ......... 2 0 
}'. Palmer, .............. 5 0 
J. :M. Reich.sncker, ....... 200 
R. W. Ooncklin, ......... ~00 
J. A.Nash, .............. 500 
William P. Davis, ...... 1,000 
Il. L. Whitman, ..... .... 2,000 
John Kirby, ............. 200 
A. S. Kingman, .......... 900 
David orris, ........... 500 
John IL Story, .......... 500 
John Tyler, ..... ......... 300 
A. IIepburn, .•.....•.•... 150 

,12,050 

• 
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[D.] 
STATEME.NT OF TWO <.xn.t::MISSIONER 'IO THE COM­

MITTEE OF INVESTIGATION. 
The nu1lerbigne<l, late Commissioners to 1·e-locate the C;;q,itol of 

1.Lc 'tate of fowa, being cha1·ged with the other Commissioners with 
f'ra1:rl, corruption and 1,ribery in their acts in fixing the location as 
now fixed by law,. beg leave to present to the Committee of Inves­
f ga.tion the follow:ing statement: 

Tliat nt tlrn time the location was made all of the Commissioners 
W(•re present, and made the examination that they deemed necesaa,.; 
ry in orcler to come to a correct opinion in regirnl to the proper 
place to locate the Capitol. They wait.cu upon citizens and exam­
ined different donations proposed to be made. That afte1• consul­
tation the Commis1;ioners were unanimously of opinion that the 
location made was for the best interest ot' the State. It ie unncc­
essnl:'y to state all the reasons and causes that were taken into con­
~i<lcration in formiug their judgment. 

After the Commissioners had acted and decided, the citizens, or 
some of them, residing on the ,vest side of the 1·iver, made some 
propositions that had not been previously made, and which we1·e 
not consi<lei·e<l by the Commissioners. 

The unden,igned deny that they u1· either of thorn, or any other 
of the Commissioners, to their knowledge,, acted unclcr the infln­
(mcc of any gift or bribe made by any person whatsoev r, but on the 
contrary Lhey decided upo11 the question prest:mted to them accm·d­
ing to their honest conTictions and best judgment. 

Tile undersigned deny in tho most emphatic manner each auu. 
all of t~e. allegations, and charges so nnjnstly presented by the 
memonn.l1sts. 

l Sig:ned.J . GUY WELLS, 
TEW ART GOODRELL. 
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IE~ 
< OPY OF TUE FIR::ST i.;"('l{ '( HU'T1u.· P.\.PER. 

lY c the un< cr,i!.!'nl•tl :-.c,crall_,, pr,mii ... e anrl ,t!!n l' to d<11Hlfc ,1 the 
St, tc f I.-,wa. Hl", I E::;t,Hc, to bl' ~ ppr; i~ •( l 1y 1lii-.intt·1· ,,,tL"d per1::1•ns 
t<: lli·l' ,·ahrn of tlw 61.' n:>ral ,-.umi, :et :l,(!nin t 1)m• r1.•.pcdhre 11a1n ', 

l ,c,nd d, Th• Cn1mni:-:: ... il•llt'l" aµpoint J t',,r t1tl' k-l(lc-ati,m nt' the 
tate Capitol, loe, te tlif' anw in the f 1·k~ of tl1P T>ci. f,,hwt:1 1uHl 

R.a.c·coun RiYcrs. 
Fort Des Moin •s, lown, April 22,1, 1 50. 

P. :M. Ca·a'1 ..•........• ·t,.uo, '\V'm. I·'. \ r. 10 . : JC!l't') ..•••.•• ·-', I. 
S. Y. Keene, ........... [, ocJ TJ u u ll r. tl O l\.lt-• .JU..('lU\l II ••••••• ,J, . 
L. P .. bhernrn.11 ........... :mn .J. ( 1• Jones, ............ f'li,000 
\V111. II. ll1.1noy, ....... 1, hJ1) .J. . Dic'ks, ............. :,oo 
Ira Cook ............. A-,000 W. ,v. Moo1·e, ......... ,.;jOO 
1<' C (' . 1 0 · J . . Trmuuc ~ ........ 1 ,Otll) l. 1rL lloxic, ........... 1,1100 
R. Ilulcomh, .......... hl,000 IIoyf, lierman, ......... 3,0 O 
E. R Ulnpp, ............. 5U1) .r. E. Jewett . ........... 2,00 
J. D. DaYis, ............ 1,000 n. Hie<' •.•............... 500 
J. Lewis, .............. ] ,00 D. P. W. Day •........ 2,000 
ll. Stephenson, .......... 300 R L. Tiilrick, .......... 1,0 O 
IT. R. Lovejoy, ........... 300 H. 0. (h-hnmel, .......... 4- O 
L. T. Filson, ........... 11000 And. ,J. "ttwcne, ........ !!,000 
William Bm,ick, .......... 5(h) G. Holland, ............ f►,000 
B. F. Allen, ............ 2,uno D. 0. Finc11, ............. 500 
J. W. Bradshaw, ....... 1 000 1.V. W. Vlillialllsun, ....... 500 
Edwin Ilall, ........... ~,uoo W. 0. Burton, .......... 3,000 
R. ,v. Syplier, ........ 101000 Francis Grium1P1, J 1·., ... ] ,OOO 
,Jonatl1an Lyon, ........ 15,000 He<.1rge f:incer, .......... 1,000 
James •,Jarnpliell, ....... 5,0 O Ja111c~Crnu<', ............ 500 
Lovell ,Vhitt•, .......... 3,001) , mn< s ~hernrnn, ......... f>()IJ 
F. l. 'West, ........... Hl,o O - - -

l\40,90t) 
If; 7,900 

4U,000 

$12 . ,SflO 



[F.] 
SPECIFIC CHARGES. 

8TA.'J'E Oli IOWA, l ss 
City of De · Moine , I · 

.Before Oomm:ittee of the HOU1Je ef Rep1•e.ffe11tative.,, appointed w 
inve8tifjate cltargea of f,·aud 01i t/1e pm·t of tlui OO'lmm· ... .,.,:01ier1, fa 
locatinr, tlw Oapitol .~ 
The memoda.lists in thiR ca e offer to prove anu expect to prove: 
That the 11overal Commissioner, appoint.ed pursuant to the pro­

visions of an act of the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 
approved January 25th, 1855, entitled "An Act to re-locate the 
Seat of Government," in making the location of the Seat of Gov­
ernment did not perform said duty with a strict regar<l to the in­
terests of the entire State:" but did proceed to locate nnd establish 
the said Seat of Government at the point where the inhabitants 
and proprietors ot the land Jid offer to anu did pay s~id Commis­
sioners the lar~es-t personal bribe or bonus tor locatini the same. 

That notwithst 111ding the people and oitizons residing on the 
west side of the l >es Moines river and within the limits provided 
in the said act for the location of the same, offered to donate to the 
State sufficient lands for public nae, and to make the State a dona­
tion of lands to the amount of two hundred thousand dollars or 
thereabout besides, to have the Seat of Government located on 
that side of the riYcr, the Commiflsioners did locate the ame on 
the east side of tho river without any donation of lands to the 
State, other than for public buildings, (or without any donation 
amountin~ to any considerable sum,) aml did receive iu considera­
tion ot said location sums in land and money amounting to from 
seven to ten thousand dollars to each of said Commi sioners-all 
of which took place and occun,ed in the spring of 1856. 

That while tho question of making saiJ location, to wit in the 
11pring of 1856, was before said Commissioners and pending, they 
or a majority of them suffered themselves to be and were improp­
erly inftaenced in theit· decision,, and wore induced to make and 
dlid make their said lo('ation for the promotion of private and per­
sonal ends, and not with a "strict regaPd to the interest of the en­
tire Stat ," as required by law; and being so influenced and im­
properly induced, the said location was made by them against tbo 
tnic inte1·ests ot the State, and without regard to the same. 

[Signed.] W. 0. IlURTO ', 
THOS. MoMULLIN, 
A. N. MARSH, 
J . . COOK. 
JAME' CRANE, 
JAS. SHERMA.N, 
H. M. BUSH, 
H. K. LOVEJOY, 
F. C. GRIMMEL. 
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l .J 
REA ~ON OF THE MEMORIALI T FOR RGING A 

FULL lNYE TIGATIO.i.: . 
Ill, ilw m.att.,r of th-.; nu:m<>l't< l.fvr an i1wcstigation r:rf fra1td and 

undtw i.1tfl1W2<:e,; in tlu1 l<x.:ati.on of t/1,., ~tdt,; Capitol ttnda th"'? Ac, 
o/1855: 

It is held by the M mori. i t at- fo11ow : 
They appea:r e citizens of the ta.te, aud claim that the investi­

gation should be bad becau,sc 
First-It is dne to th dignity of the State, which, if their cha1·gee 

are true, has been grievously outraged. 
Seoond--lf the:re was 110 other purpose, the Legislature has the 

:right to the information to enable them better to unar<l. iwaini.t such 
fra11ds in future legislation. 

Tl1ird--The State bas the right, and is impeUetl by duty, to fer­
ret out all wrongs and fro.uds committed by her agents ago.inst her 
dignity and her intereats in order to evince alike he1· condemnation 
of snch conduct, and her determination that no snch action will be 
permitted to rema.in hidden and nndiscov,ered. 

Fourtlt--Bnt fnrther than this, the act of the 25th of Jan nary, 
1855, charged these Commissioners with certain duties, among 
which was that of locating the Capitol ,vithin a ,certain district for 
the belilt intcre1Sts of the State, in the language of the act, thus:­
"that in making said re-locati• n they will have strict regard to the 
interests of the ,entire State." [§ i .] 

"It shall be theh· dt.ty in making said re-location, to obtain at 
least as much land ae is necessary for the Capitol buildings, and 
may be practicablo to obtain without charge to the State, and also 
any and all gi·ants antl donations of' land an<l tov,rn-l0ts within their 
power to the State.·, . . . . 

Jt is therefore a l'ight an<l a duty uJ the Lc-g1slat11re to mqmre, 
upon information given them, whether these fnnctiona ui,vo uoen 
honebtly performed by the Commissioners. . 

Fifth-Especially is it o. right and duty to ascertam whether they 
,did eo obtain all c,rants and donations in their power to the Sb1.te; 
because if they obtained them for themselves, instead of the State, 
they would be chargeable in a Court of E,1n.i~y, _a~ trnstee~ ot tihe 
State, with every toot of land given to them md1V1dnally, m con­
sideration of their official action, a!ld could be compelled to acconnt 
to the State therefor, or for its proceeds in «ase of sale. 
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8i.rtlt --Tlwy ha, a fudlter rig-ht t.•J at-ccoc-t::ii11 the qne~tion of 
fraU(( in the rc-l()c:atio11, in 01'1lur tl1~~t. iftbe ,'tntt.> i., dis~ati tied witl1 
the: ten acr~ •lec·ted. aud prd'er,, a•1vtl.t:r lvt f0r the pcrmani.'nt 
Capitol, they urny foe! at t•ntire libcrty t,, J.o so withont foelino- nny 
11prcli£•m;iuu uf i11t!r1uity tu\'\·ard the pcr.,on wl10 so donated thb 

land tu the t,tatc; tU\ll nlf!o, uy ascertaining wbat offcl's were maiJe 
Uwn to tl1c· Curn111i i,,,iowir;.; ot' rnnch large!' grants of land, to the 
far greater u<mefit of the 'tate, tu jndge 011 the one hanJ of the 
bad faith ot the CJ.,m,Hi. sione1•,;, au•l tho other (If tl1c p1·opdety (if 

yet ,weepting- th<Jsu otforei, il' still opo11 tu the State. 
8,,1,cntl,-Lu ,ndditio11 tn the forcwoi110• tho i\'lenwriali'ltt:i coutenJ '=' ..,. 

that tl1c ('u11stit11ti<Jll ,loc,.; 11ot 111·odLl'-· for tbu situ ofa lrnil<llng, 111 t 
fot· a 1nnni1·ipal ,Ji:;trict containing tlw ·~at (If Uovemment, and 
that unywh l'C within tl1i: municipal 1Ji~t1·ict the itc of the Ca1•itol, 
tltu lrnildi11g i;; wit!tiu tl1c power of the Lcgi8latm·e: mul that 
ueithe1· Oon:'nwr, nm· prioi· Leg-iehlt1u·,>, nur Olmve11tion, nor tho 
pi'!Oplc, cnn by u11,y po,,-,iliility be consiclcrc1l as having mtified tho 
f1·111ul, if auy. P1·riud, 1m<l 11n1li. coYerc•d franJ capoc.inll:r, is uevet· 
atiti tl l,y anJ 1kp1utrnt•11t of gcivcL·111ne11t, tho11.rrb it may be ovur­

look •<l. 

7 

T. 

lIEMOHIAL FUR THE IX\.E 'TH-,-ATlO'N. 
'Io lite /{011m•cd1lt?, ll,,, ,1J.1c•al.d of' tlic Hv11~t' 1:t' ll,·J_II u,· ,11111 •'t:'.;, 

cj' tlit> Legi;:1lat11,, of tht Nole ,:r' 101 ': 
Y onr Memol'ialist , dtizeR • of Polk connty i11 ' aid 'h1.tc, would 

respectfully repre. cut, that they hove govJ and snfficien_t r('t on ti) 
uolieve that iu th , lt,cath,n of the Cnpitol n.t De YuuH•s un,l •r 
tbe A;t enftled A.n .\ct "to re-locate tltl· Seat of :-c-oH·rmncut," 
the Commi ·h)!l , .. :tpp,)inteJ lt,r the l'Ul'\•o.--e ?~ cl 1ct~n~ a -.t~it, ble 
location, di,l not i11 ,1ccoril1rnce ,·ith the pr n1'11Jlb l•I tlto ~an\ ac, 
and thuir onth-. of otlice, t'.nitht'u.llr uml impartially diM·l11u·ge their 
t:e\·ernl dutic!-i., and furthL•r thnt Wl' nro t'11ll.\• $11.fi-.,ftctl thnt in ti l' 

1 n•:;e11 t h, •ati•Jll till· af1>n•sai,.l u.-,mmi:-,it111cr,, 1fot n11t net f,,r th• 
be t j ten· t,, nt' tbc .._'L,.'ltc n. pn·.-.t·rihed i11 t<tli Ind. 

Your Memol'iali,,t· wonhl further l'epre,;1:nt that Wl' l,elicvu and 
al'e satisfied that w~ cau ahuw fraud and ~·orn1ptio11 r,11 tho pnrt of 
th Oommissiouc1·i:1 awl otlH:t·s sufficient to cansc thif- LL1gi::1lat'.1rn 
to -et nsi<le the nets of the Omnmi ionct·E-. "lf u wonhl thel'L'hH·o 
reRpccti11lly urge upon yom h\moralilo b0tly thl' iu_tpot·tnure ot ap­
I oiuting a Oommittee. fttlly empowerc<l_ t". onu_ to1: pere1_onl! l\Ud 
i,apers, anu enter into a l'ull ~nd impartial 1'.nrost1ga.tw11 ot al! 111:it­

terij pertaining to the rc-locatwu of the Capitol. , , . 
J. '. Oook, C. C. H weU, Jobu R., ~nuth. 
John L. Smith, ,I. C. Lo\•ejo,Y, II. ,. (~1·1mmol, 
Wm. Baker, J. F. Kemp. C. Lcluuau, 
John Tylor, D. P. W. Da.r, E. R. Su.nfvrd, 
D I-, K W. 0. flurtou , David Norrif!, . . enyon, 
II. M. Bush, J. D. Davi.:, P. M. Scott, 

A -.- u· b W.W. 1non.,, A. Newman, n.. . ..w.ars , 
J. A. W o..)ds, Samuel Gruell, 
Wm. MaClellaud,, Jr. Wm. Phillips, 
Ohas. Wietz, Jame~ Oranc, 
J ooeph Ro"'g, Jame Shen nan 
John Johns, J. S. Dick!!, 
} 1 • W. Ohatfoe, 0. P. Luco, 
H R L · y L. T. Fil.Hou, • • OV0JO , 

OreE'nnp Scott, (+. W. Dunkle, 
Wm. Alleu, 0. lfort·is, 
J. A McUouuhay, Jo!in IL Gi ,~n, 
F. C. Grimme!, Jr., D. D. '·inn r, 
.Jac()b Lehman, 0. W. Vanhorn, 

G-e0rg-o Gt·oun, 
U. W. Ooncklii , 
H.. W. 8yvL1cr, 
S. McOnfo, 
,John IL Tho1le, 
E. R. Clapp, 
R Holco nhc, 
[. ,I. Harrod, 
H. , t0p!H•lliOll, 

FrAuc1"' C. G1inu110, 
,r oh 11nJ l1an Lyon. 


