
BIE I REPORT 
011' TBlC 

COM ITTEE 
OF THB 

IOWA ST A TE HISTORIC L SOCIE'f\ . 
To HISE CELLE: Y, R '-Ll'H P. Low.x, 

Go ER.-oR OP n T TE o~ low : 

ir-In complinnce with the act of the Lcgi latur of Town, 
grantin~ two hun<ln <1 aud fifty dollar annually to tho ", tnt~ 
Historical, ocicty," thu B. ·ocutlvc ommittcc of the Sol'icty bL•g 
to pr sont herewith tho r •port of the Treasurer, for the }Hl t t ,·o 
year , exhibiting the financial condition and c. tent of , p ntlituro 
ofth ociety, with the accompanying voucher. Th t t l re• 
ceip of the t\\'O year , lnclu\liug the balance on band on tho <'C• 
ond day of Decemb r, 1 57, have been ,even hu.ndrtd and u:ty
eiglt.t clollar, and thirty-,even cent,, and the e pendlture&/lt•e h,mdr 
and thrte dollars and t1Dent!I 1iz c:ent -lc.,aving a balan 10 tlii Tr a-
ury of "110 hu.n::tred a,ul 1izty:fiue dollar• an4 ,Inn Cffltl. [ e p
pend i. · A.] 

In pre enting their thirJ annu 1 report, the E ecuti o.m-
mitt o are happy to congr:itulatc the membe of the oci ·ty, anJ 
the citizens of the tatc, in view of the nrioa:NU111 made by th o
ciety since its or~!\niza.tion, an ,\dvancement, belie o, unpreco-
aented by any similar organizaticn, either ea t or. t. 

ot only have the additions to our libr and cabin t be n 
comparatively large, but a sympathy for the ociety, nd a proper 
appreciation of itll object and utility, i being felt, not only by our 
own enlighten d citizens of Iowa, but by men of let r throu 7 h• 
out our own conn try and in Europe, from v. om in many in t nee 
we have received ub tantial proof of their in ere t in our pro • 
perity. 

The report of the Librn.ri n how that during h pa t Y 11r, 
fourteen hundred volmne have b en added o tho librnry1 be· idc 
papers and pamphlet . 

The e works may be cla ed in tho following manner : 
I.-" Hi tory." 
I 1.-" Government," " J uri prudence" and " Politics." 
III.-" Arts" and ", cicnce ." 
IV-" Belles Lettre . " 
V.-" 'fhflolog;." 

.. 



c lun-c de ir p c:i lly to obt iu copie of all pul lit• tk 11 
of our owu • tat , and hclie,·e w h ,·e to a very gr,• t Pxt ·nt ut•• 
cecdcll in thi , ex •cptm om of the N1l'ly .,y 11' JJ 1per fil , "hit•l 
• i fi• r din a fo in nc ha 11 t•11 d • LI yt L \\~t• h , rc-
oeh c, liowc, er, a , ill 11 • •n by tit r port of the. Lil,rnri:rn, 
SC!vcral ti!' of the early new pn1wr pul,lientio11 nf onr w11 • tntc>. 
Of re nt nuw paper p1Ll,licat1ou of ou · w11 'tat , it will al:;1 be 
c •n 1,y th ,ihiari n r l ort, tl1nt iH' ire in n•n•ipt of fl bout. on • 

hundr, d, au<l o 1r warmc t ackoo,,·I dgmcnt· nrc <lu tu the c edi-
tor and i,ubl" her:;, who 1 rc,u I; re ·p nd d to th ll t 
of th cominitte to ud to th icty regular file ti r 
Raper • 

Thcr nrc f•w i11 ... tan •r> in whi ·h tl1i t·.11 hn not h •pn r -
pond rl to-a· cl irc,1, but in tho. fi· ·, we bcli •YI' th• parti 

id not prop rly compreh nu the o j of the co1,1111ittc ' in mak-
in th r<••1u t. · 

he valu of uch a colkPtion of new pa11£'r un1l pcriotlicn! 
nunot be t:oo highly nppr •c:iatt-d. for in it is c·nntai,w,1 :1lmo. t ,,. 

oomplctc lustory <?f tltc Sta/1•, nt least of' all th 1110,4t important 
vvenb, an<l they :u:e re ·orr1e1l s tht•y pn:. ,and for <·011, l't1icnc of 
rcferc~cc tlwy arc mrnlu l,h. Alrca,ly h. ve the ·c Iii hecn con-
ult d m nmncrou instance. for infonuaticm that eo11l1l bl• outain

od_ from no other source; ncl the importance of this collc<'ti6n i. 
bemg fl It •.norc and more t1aily. ,vc th rcfore hop• tli tall new • 
paper pubh hers who lune not air oly cut their p11lJ)icatio1 to 
ti1e Socict ·, will not fail to do o without delay. 

Our coll •ction of pa1111,l1lct and Jocumcut numbers : bout one 
tbou11and. 

Tho value of oollection of this character, compri in , ns has 
j~ tly bee~ ob ervci:l ".the clemPnts of history,'' c·a11110t be too 
highly tnnatcd; and 1t hns been the olijoct of tl1P committee to 
a_ugmo!1t the nu_mber a _11;uoh ns i. prn.cticable. To om· collec
~on ot maps, many titld1t10ns of much value have Wen mad du
nng tho pa. t year, o that wo have copies of nearly all that have 
b n publi hcd of the State. from the fir. t f!Cltll•nwnt by tho 
whites to. the. pr cnt ti!nc. a~ul on that <late: b. ck a. arly a 
1650, wh1c_h •~ conncl'tiou ~•th the dc~cription of the country 

COntJ?~ny10g 1t rorm. a Y ry mt 'r ting ·olnme of our library. 
In ~dd1t1on to tills, w hnvc tl1e prnmi e of a very full ct of the 
fJ&rhc t map of tho Mi i ippi Valley by "Joliet • La. ellc from 
• eo!go H: ewell, E q., ao nrti t four ·tatc, at pre en t re id

J( m Pnri". 
Vithio the pa t year we have obtained two autograph I tt.cl'R 

of.Gen., ,va hmgton' ; one of Bl•nj. Franklin'·; one of ])o ·itt 
Clinton s ~ntl ~ lnr"O 11 umber of papcr.s and book of an olcl datC', 
among wh10h 1 n. copy of "C1cero" written on parchme1,t in ltc 
Y.ear 1253-ono .of those rare curio tics that eldom flnd1;1 i way 
into a modern library. 

0 ing to the want of an arti t pcrlrnp; as mudi as :my t11ing 
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... 
\ .. c h:t 1 t·o •e·1vctl the promi o from the l::uncnte,1 Prof. \V. '\Y, 

1atl1cr ol' olumbu~, O., of n. )1 ·. Hi Lory of n. .:\Iilitary . ur~u)' 
of' fown. a111l Mi souri rn:1uc by him in 11,:~2 nuder the clire~t~o1t 
,,/"the \Viir Dept., hnt bi'! 11,lJen death p1·C'n:11Le 11 our ol.itnrnmg 
the work as soon a· we nnticipntecl. \,Vo lw1 c, however, to C• 

cu1•1• it id. no ,li-;taut day, 11nd nmko . uch nse oi it as may thcfl bo 
tl1·"mP1l arh-isnble. 

Tlit· ,,IJ,,,·" Ii ·t con ains the nnmes or lint n smaU number of 
th ,~e \\ ho have promise<l <1011ations to our collections, for t_h~re 
nr«· rnn11y pnr ons in our own ~t.ntc. nnd l?thcrs who nrc wa1t111~ 
for au opport1 nity to end collections winch they have olre:ldy 
madu li,r the ,'ociety; and the word,i of enco1lr:1,gemcnL _n_ncl pro
mi"' • of as i ta.nee, which we rec·eive, not only from c1t1zent1 of 
0111· wn :,ltote but from tl10!se of other tates, witl1 whom tho 
, 'ueicty is in' correspondence, lea..l us to hope much (or tho flt. 
t II r,• 11ro~pPri f y of our on!;anization. 

',Vn lrnvc rclia,'Lle pro,nises of M ~ . histories of nearly 0110 half 
the eoun.t1~s oI onr, 'tntc, to bo ~vl'itten by m,m who arc fully com
pvtunt for the work, which they 11:we unde1·taken, au<l who will 
1•11t1•1· upon it n.s s Jon a.i:i JrJl'll.otioahlc. 

fo thi..1 l~pµen1li'i to this 1·eporL w-m be fou1Hl the history or Sc•Jtt 
t,ounty, from its fi.rst settlement by. the wh~te to the prese_nt tir)ll! 
hy H11n. \\"'illard .Barrows. The lwitory ot Dulmque co., hom 1ts 
Jii· L .;1 ,ttle111eut to 1840, l>/ C. Obilds,Esq. Tfie history ?fDa,vis co., 
from it fin;t settlement hy the whites to the present t1111c,by H. B, 
Horn, l•~"'i· The hi tory of ,vapelio coLmty from its :fin;t se.;tle
ment by the whites to the pr sent tuue, by G. D. R. Boyd, Ei;q,; 
uccompanied with a history oftl10 Indians of the Des Moines 
Valloy fol' a number or years 111·i.or to the settlement of the conn• 
try hy the whites, guthor·ecl from then- tl'aditionR by llon. Ul'iah 
B1ggll. The history of Boone county, by S. 0. Daniols, Esq.; of 
01Jrrn Oortfo county, by A. B. 'l'uttle, Esg.; of ,vayne county, !Dy 
,fnlw ]fays, Jr.; oflnn.uison connty, by W.W. McKnight; of Jef
ferson rounty, by lion. Chas. egus; of Jolmson county from ita 
Jir1,t Hetti 111cnt to 1841, by 1\1. 13. Cochrnu. Also a lecture on the 

isoovery of the Mi sissippi river, delivered at the annnal meeting 
of the Hocicty, December, 185'7, by Ilon. T. S. Parvin. 

To all of the abo,·e on.med o:entlemco, the Soci ty is and er spe
cinl ol>ligation for their zeolou effort to pt·omote its objects and 
int 'l'C Lq, 

The , 'ociety i11 also un,ler special obligation to the foHowe<l 
nnm1.11l gentlemen for donations made hy them: Ilon. James 
L:H\ l'l'll('C, llo,:,to11, for 3 run sett of the wm·ks of Wm. IIioking 
PnJscott, Uanl. \Vobster,aml Benton's thirty years' view. To Rev. 
AlhcrL B:u·ne,11 D. D., fo1• a fa.II sett of his own publications. To 
Hon. 8tephon A. Dongln.s, for Congressional Ducumcots and 
!-11uithso11ian' H.cpoi·ts. To Hou. Jns. \V. Grimes, Hon. Jus. 
J In.dim, J Ion. . \V. J on,es and Lieut. Maury, for valuable Con
grcs, ionnl tlocmncuts. 1o Mes rs. ""'heldon Blakeman & Co., N, 

Y., ~or-:-- misce)l01wo~1 b_ ok,. 1•0 J. ~\. J. plrnm, ,vi ., for 
work relattn'.! to \V1, •ln '111 In~, r \·. To M ,,. I• · k • . 

l I C• , . • , I 11 .._ • \I • 
q,rn.r, t, ow·1 1ty, .I 1r n c 1p\' of th e lit' 111<1 , ·ritin f V 
Penn. To E·\,t,011 :\I 1-..!~, h.,q., f ► r ,1 l'opy nl' hi, 1 purt. uf ca•~~ 
ln up1·ern 1: C 1urt, \nd lot· ~1 nnml_,cr c,f n,J:-1. llf "~l:ite Pi\ icr1<." 
To Hon. ~\: Penn. C~arke I r c 11' •-; of hi, rLT,11·1 of uprem, 

ottrt d"'c1 1011 , and _tor a cnrnp!,•tp fil , ol th ~ . ,~. Triban t'rom 
HHO to thl• pre.sent, tun•~ '1~11 It I I. ~ yh-L•~t1.•1·, E 'I· for 1111 auto
graph lettc:1· of ,..in. ~\ L h1t1Jt,1n, nn,l ,·alu bll ona:rt' 11 nal 
doc~1ment;, ~o Geo. :-. II 1:1!1ton. E q., t' · :111 antogrnph letter 
of Gen. \"\ tt 'hrn-\'..t ''?•. Fra11~hn ~nrl other ,·il11·1bl pf\per . T1> 
Mess:"'. Henn ..,. ,~ 1lh, nr tor a, iull '-Olt 01 thc>ir m·ip-, of the :tat . 
To B.. JI. Pl'cttym n tor the IHI\\' ler h,1ru t :1 k ,11 fr(lll\ Bl:wk 
linwk, when t·1ken pd.:; ncr .it tho lmttle of lhd \xe. 'I'o . II, 
Fa.irnll for !\ )1' . copy ot 'icer . written 011 pi-u·,·lun •nt tluri 11 ., 
the thirteent!1 cent11ry. ~ 

T\te 1dcty i also r.rnilci- obli.~ation to the \Ve..,tern 'tn.o- " 
for t'.u·nishi1q the correqp ndin~ ~l'cr1.:1tfl.1•y a p:t-;s ov r.· thei~· line· 
free of ch \ra:e, an,l tom rnyot-her gentlemen in om·own nn,t other 

t::i.tes, the 111. nus of 1vh0in, if giveri, wouhl swell thi n•port to n. 
grea.te1· len~th thaa W1)uld be ,lc-1irahle. 

Th.e 3:~t o~ the Le~isbt11re. 1n·oviiling for tl1e orgn ni1.atioo of tho 
State [I1st.or1cll.l >c1ety, de 1~1!·1tes Llrnt ighty bound copiefl of 
all reports an l docnme:it_ pt1hlr ·he,l hy :iu,l nndl'r th , uthority 
of ~h13 y1te, h · ~ppr0pn:1.te~ tu~the u-,e ,>t tlie Society for li tri
buuon tn oth~r , tates an,1 111 ltnrup '· The committee ha • 
cureil the pect6ed nnmber of ·opic'! ortltc . ct8 of tho General 
Aasernuly_for 185 ;,. e_uate and Lfou.e .Journ:.l'!, and Report of 
Sta.ta ::,ncultura.l oc1ety for An.rue year. Ahio, th ~pacified 
number of the Oen. 11s RrporL for lSJO, and fle 1)::tte'I ot· the Con
stitutional Convention; Goolo.~ical Rrport; J 01u11:1I of Board of 
1£ducation; R3port or, nperinten,1cnt of P11blin Instrnr:tlon n.nd 
thirty-five copte of the act a.n,l r .solutions of the Board of1}1~du
oation. The Journals of tho II,mse m11l :-ionatc, a111l 11..ots and l'O• 

so1ntious for 1857; report~ nf nil tnte Ollicl'l'S anrl 't.:ito I1tstitu
tions, nnd messages of the Governor for J s- 7 and 1858; fvrty-fi vo 
copies of the acts and resoltltions of the Bo:u·rl of Education; thir• 
ty copies or the Agriculturnl Hep, rt, an1l 8omo othur ~tat pal, rs 
o.re yet clue the Society from the ,"'tate. The ren.~on a · .. igne fo1· 
their not beino- f'nrrri. l,e<l to the Socicty i!l, that thcro wero not 
enough left aft.er the distriL11tion to con11tief!. 

None of the volumes whil'h the Society lrns rou11 il·<!ll, o.·cept 
,Geological Report ancl Del.m.tcs of the Oonstitutiorrnl Convention, 
Were bo11.1nd, as W!I.S prn·,·i,leil in th organic vet of th 8ocieLy; a 
matter which wos prolrn.bly ovcl'lookod by 1he 1•ropur otlicer hav
ing it in charge. 'fhis nrn.ttl'r houlil have l,een att.t-n,lerl to, from 
the foot that most of the volr.mws ,\·hich the lloc rel have r01wh·ed 
from other societies, anu. esp oially ,'tote In tiL•ttiomi, were Lound 
when niceh·ed, and it is detiirnblP. t reci11·oca. that fovor; nud 
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fui·thcr, it i:'l hirrhly im.p wtn:11, In or,ler to pre~cr~'C boo.ks . of th I. 
ch r,1,;ter th:\~ tl, .. y h ,•1IJ bJ JJl'OP rly b tu ,L TIHi bindm~ may 
he of a t>hc;..i.p <le-crii1ti m, :,, that it would no:. co t over tlul'ty or 
forty cul p<!r yoltun<.:. The B J:tnl woul,l hrwc hrv_l ~he work 
don ,it the cxpcn ·c uf the • '>ciety, ha 1 the al'I ropnat10n' been 
C:'lnul to meet the •xpc11sc-uut from the_ limitc,1 I' ourccs of the 
Sur-itity, this w· ·~ wh1.>lly ,mt of th ,c 'luestwn. \Ve can only hope 
that thil'l 111 itter nviy not be ne!!'lc•cte1l hy the State hel'eatte1·, or 
that th,: nppropriation to tlw :-lo<·iPty m:1y he large c1tottt.rh to eu-
1\blc the Honnl to pay for it from its tr.-:1.. ury .. 

The committ<'c arc happy to n port t1111t _duru~g the pa~~ yt•ar, 
110 mcetm~ ol' the B >anl t' C11mto,·s ha~ fa1l.c1l lor ,rant, ol a q110-

r11m n.n<l that tho 11weti111.;>< hrwc l,N•11 tegnl:nly :11eld ('ncb month, 
nt! 'thPl'l' h:1 been that dt•·rr(•e ol' i,it •1·e-~t mn.nll'cRt<!cl hy the 1nc111-

hcr,- of tho Bonni tl\:it ~ll'J;tt1·s "'di for rhc f'ntarc 1no·pcrity ot: tho 
S cicty. • ot only h·1\'t' lhc• local 111~1111,cr. attenilccl the mcc_tu_ig!-l 
in m ,st in l;tncc!'l p1111cl.11 ill,1·, l1 11t iu 1u.i11y C!l.'ll',, urnmhers rcs1d~ng 
at f\ clistanec• from Im,·.1 City, Juve met \\ ith u~ :1nrl ~reatly :1.'1'11. t• 
ccl in 1rnr1·yi11g ont tla· objcl"lt- of' tho ~o.ciety-::i.nd to ~uc_h nn PX· 
tcnL 1·0 tho c\Lizcns of the ~uite hcl.'om111g mtcrc te(l m its p1·0s• 
perity, that sevcl':li a.pplicf\tions for mt>mhN'l-lhip h~,·c UC'Cll re• 
ceivc1l from per,;011s 1·•sidin[!' in n•moto portion of tie 'late: 

lt 1\T,L at the or,,:rniZ;Ltion of the, 'ocll'tY, a omcwlrnt dtfficnlt 
mattor t~ find •11.rn'l11t, ncti vc meml.,ortl, ,,·i't0 fnlly appreciated the 
1mr,ort:i.1100 of an inRtitttLion of thi<1 cl11\1':u·tc1·, hnt that luu, now 
ohn.ng:c,1, 1L111l 0111" citiw'ns :u hc,·0111in~ alh·o to tlie y~u-it rm1l im
port.a11l rc~ult. whi,c.:h fire ure to gro, outof :\ prnpcdy cond1t~le1I 
,'tiit.c llisto1·ical So(•iPty, an<l proffo1·ia: of assistance arc reccnved 
from every portion of onr t4tale. Thi,; ic1 what we need, nncl what. 
we mn t have in ordt.>1' to fully oarry out the o1ijects contemplatetl 
by our organization. 

\Yo wnnt Lionks, pam pt.lets, o:btalognes of Sl'liools and college!'!; 
repo1·t,4 of meetings of religious, political, benevolent and soientifio 
orgo.ni:r.:1.tions and societies of every description; old newspaper 
file , I I tu1·s, 111:1.mt. cripts; painting~, l'liotogra.ph., lithogl'o.phs and 
Dn.gnerreotypus of prnminent indivi,lnal of the State; maps2 
pl::i,tt1 of towns and citic11, 11i;-tinct an,1 e,·tinct; biographical 
11kctoho,-i1 :rncl pi,·um.is of localities, towns nn!l. counties; ruanu• 
soript; 01· Jlrintetl :ectnres, speeches, &o.; Indio.n t1·aditiona1, por
trnii..-1, n.nd curio itios of every de~cription; description of Indian 
ruotmu:-1, cnrth-work , &c.; con titntions, by-Ja·w1,1, rules, re_gula.• 
tiom, antl lists of officers :rnc1 mcmhers of ocieties anJ as oc-ia
\ion of (•ndy org-n.11ii1atious in thi,1 or other Stn.t , . 

From pnhli9hcrs of 11ew8pa1 era and periorlicahi, we olicit re{{n• 
Jar oopil'. of' Lheir 1Jnhlim1t1on~, rm<l from :iuthm·s a.nil sister soclc• 
t.ie11 wo olinit oopie of their 1rnhli(l'lliions-promising in 
all c:ises to mn.ke return or om· own publications, and tho o whi h 

ru: y h:ivt• for excltnngc. 
We al o sol\cil fro,n tho citi:1,e1•~ of olll' own and of other t:i 

i 

P}'l•p:u_crl topC>ciu.1~11-; ot' .... ,turnl 1-!i~toi·y:- ud1 tl.'> hinl .. , ti. Ii<'::-, r ('· 
tt e , 10. ccts, wtl<I amm·,I,; oi l,11 k11Hl;;, a111l h, auic:11 •1wd
mens. 

The-.e .ire de~igne 1 to r l1ibit 11.;1 for fh m'.ly the fauna 
and tll•r:1. of th<' . tatl'. 'lliere i-. no do11bt nt. ny (H•dcs nf 
both arc hecoming cxtiul·I c•,•pry .·L•:u- a111l tn pr1:<1C'1·-i·e tlwm while 

•c, mny, is an objt><: ,vhi ·h Wt• ,!l-,.·m WPII ,\·orthy ,,f onr ,llll•ntiou 
n,l ~- pl' ·i:11ly a. there is no or~ nizn.tion in tc St t • of whit·!; 

the Boru,l ha, an_- k11owl,.'d~l.l ct1ga~ ·din makin!:!' /l t•olle1'tivn ,f 
thi. kin,1. 

At thl• la t meeti11g- ot the Tioar,I ot'"frn-t <'. ot tlrn :0-tntr• l ui
,·er, ity, 011 11 petition pt·t•sPnted tn tli,•111 hy th<> I onr1l of C'1rn• 
tor", tJH• u~c or tlic. former l: . .'. Dii-trid l'onrt rnom, in tlH• ni• 
versit.v huihliug~, ·wai< gn1:nte l tn tlw ~ocil't_ • fo1 11 lihr:1n· nnd 
<;::l.Li11ct room; which is :-nfli,·il'lltly lurgt• fo1· till• l'l'l''<('tit mt• 

t the , 'odt•ty. 
,\ppropri:itP en. e. nn11 ht•lving 11:wc be n 1·011. tn1c-te,I 

and the room g ,,wrnlly hn · hcvn htt<•tl up i11 11 neat mul 
pproprinto mannc•1·. 
The bookN n\) to thill time 11:111 ht•t'll JX'rmittcrl to ocenpy tho• 

ame room wit I tlw lr11ivcr-..ity iihi·ar ·-much •o tlic i11cot1\' -
nienec of hoth the ~ocil•ty :mil the l'11iYl'l',ity. E11t by thl {!'rnnt 
from the Bo:n'll of 'i'n1stecs nil !littirulty in tl1 i:' r pcct is po. •d, 
a.nd the neco111mo,fati:1n!l of the t-luciL•ty,for th~ p-r sent nt l •ni-t,nr 
a.11 th nt we could dl'h n'. 

To 1,J1ow the compar:ltini progres~ of the SDci<'ty <111ri11g tho 
po.st year, we make the follnwin~ e.·trt t from the ucond annnal' 
J1eport of the ,viscon in lfo,toricaJ Kcwil•ty, publi ·lwJ in 1856: 

The r.fa :achn ctts Historical Society, the pioneer institution, 
of the Union, which was found •din 1701, ha· H000 yolumcs in its 
library :lnd lrn I ubli. h d thirty-one volumes of coHcctiom,; the 

cw Yot·k IlistorionJ 'ocicty WM fonn(lcd in li804, has 25000• 
volumes, ancl hns published about thirteen Yolumes of collections 
and proceedings; the American Autirprnri::m , · ocicty, founded 
in 1812, ha. twenty-t,vo thom;an<l Yo-lume~, and has puhli heel 
th1·ee volumes of collections, a ca.to.log-uo volume, a.nil seyernl 
pampb lets; the Rhode Island Ifoitoric~l ' ciety, foun<lcrl in 1822, . 
h:i.s 2500 volmueR, a.ml hM pnhlishc,l live volnmus of collectlo11111; 
the foinc llisturicLil Aociety, founded- in 18-22, (number of vol• 
umes unknown), ha. pnlilishcd thrc volmne" of collections; tho 
New Ilampshirn I-fo,torical ociety, foundc1l in 1823, b M 1500• 
volumes, a11tl h:\.'i pu~,li hed si.: volumes of coll •ctiom1; th n
nectiont Historical. , ocicty, found •<l in l tl:t~, hni. 8000 vohnncl'I, 
but bus puufoihed no coll?etions; tho P1~nn~yl_v1111\a Hiatodonl 'o
oiety, founded im 1825_1 with 2_000 volmno. llll its hlir!'-1·y, bns pnb• 
Ji bed five volume-1 oi coll ctions ll.tl<l ~c.wcral hullct111 un,l J•llm• 
pblets; tho Virginia Ilistoricnl Soriety, founcl.crl iu 1_81~, hll&' 
1200 volumes and has publii<hcd .one vo'.nme oi collcctwn , nn1 
about sc,·cn v~Jumos of an Historical Uogi.,tcr; the Ohio llutori.-



al. ocicty, founded i11 l !31, hll 100 ,·olumes and has publi h• 
cd thr e ,·olmne of colleeti n , arul . cveral pamphlet ; the Ke!l
tucky Iii torical ·o i<.lt ·, ti uncle I in 1...,:1 , Im-. 1000 "?lnm_c 1';1 
ita library, and ha i. u d no pnl,li ation'-; the G org1a H1ston
cal Sucieh·, foun led in 1 3f,,has unitc,1 it. lihrary with that ~fthe 
8avanah, ociety, au,l ha1.1 )lllbli;;}1c<l tlll'ce ,·olumes of collect1oos; 
the Maryl nd Iii torical ~ocil•ty, fbnnclcd in l 14,. has ~ 12~ vol
um , and ha pul,li hcd c,·crnl ptimphli!l ; the ~I1ssouri 1~1 tor
ical ocicty, founJCtl in _UH!, has 3TOO volumes, and _ha . 1 uecl 
one pamphlet of proc·ced111g. ; ti. .J,. cw England II1stor1c-Gen
eological .. ociety, founded in 1844, Jia 8000 volume , and bu 
puLli hed nine volunw>1 of an Historical :mil Gencological Regis
ter a11d 11ome pnmphlets; the cw Jeri-ey Historical , ociety, 
founded in 1845, ha 1930 voluurei<, ancl has publi!!hed four vol .. 
umcs of collection and ix of proceecling. ; the Minne ota Hi tor
i<'al ocicty, fonntl d in 1 40, ha 3UO volunrns and ha. published 
four p mphlet of ·ollcctio1111." 

"Thero are other Historical Socicti<• extant, 1mch as those of 
Vermont, North Caroli11a, , ·outh Carolina, and Alal.Jama-whose 
librnrie are mall and which Jinn i 11ucd no puhlication11." 

The tate Hi torical !:'ioeit•ty of Iowa, wa~ organized Feb. 3d 
1857, our library contain. alwut 2,000 ,·olmnc!I, a large number of 
parnphl ts, maps, 111a11118criJ)ts, engravings and curiositie ; we 
h v publi hcd one annn:Ll report, and the present year will i11sue 
our fir t volume of c:ollcction -a progre8s and a before remark
ed, miprecedcntell by auy similar in. titntion in om- co1\ntry. 

llut although our prcwre ' has h en thus rapi,l, and our collec
tions for the time our oci<.>ty ha hern in operatioll so nuwer<,us, 
but a moiety has been :Lccompli lied, to what might have been, 
contd the uudivillecl attention of a in~le indivi,lunl been given to 
thi work, who o salary woul,l have b1icn an a'1eqnatc compensa
tion for services rendered. It is rare to fin<l meu who will engage 
in any labor or tmtcr UJ.!Oll nny work, especially a.Fl arduom1 as the 
duties incumbent upnn tho ofliee of Corrt!:-pnnding Secretary of a 

ooiety of thi oh:.i.ractcr, who focl1< tho rc--ponsibilitie. of hi of. 
floe, aucl who has sufficient capacity to engage in work of' tbl1 
kind, without some. ecur-ity or promi~l' ofpt-cuniary nnvard; such 
&o ODl• it is rare to fin,l in the oltle1· State of' onr comruonwealt.b1 
aod pecially in the \Y(• t. 

,vhat c need then, i 1m appropriation from the tate of an 
ouot ufficient to compell ate a man who will dc,·ote hi whole 

time to the duties of th(• work of ,·ollecting the materia)FI for a 
oompl te hi tory of tl1u tat<•, u.n<l to ai range them in proper 
form for publication. The materials arc abundant, and could eas
ily be obtained if thorc was i;omo one to go over the tate and 
collect them. 

To meet this want an apvrupriation of not le than fifteen bun
dre<l dollar per yea1· i nt•ce ary, for that amount would no more 
tba11 P" for the timL• a111l trav ·Hing c~pc•n:cs of such :m agent. 
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. Other "'tste h ve wi 'l!ly ma e pro,i:ions for a ,,ork of thi 
~md, and onr own should u~t b b bin 1-for th tim i fa t Jl· .• 
lll!! aw _', ·hen Y ry m. ny 1mportan ind,l n of th • rly hi . 
tory ol our 't: t will b lo,t fo1· Yc1·. · 

:V-c n ·k thi· nppropri · on with mor conficl nc1•, fr m t11 fi t 
that the zeal that h:u already been hown hy the memh ,r of th 
, ociety, i a ~ood earne. t that the work , iii h tlone :mil the np
propriation will not be lo. t 

\Ve have thus endeavor d to la before our R. ecll •ncv the 
hi tory, ~rowth, pro pect and want of the "t tc Hi. to~ical 
Society of Iowa, with the hope that the labors of th ommittc1> 
may meet with the approv 1 of your. elf and tho. c to whom tho 
Soriety is indebted for that material aicl. which has enabled u to 
accomplish what ha dcen done, and with the a . urnnc that the 
enlightened wisdom of our Lc!ri..,JatorFI will n ver utrer it.II inter-
ests to flag for want of propl•r cno.:onragem nt from th tate. 

J. \V. GRL [E,, • lORGA RE 0, 
TflO .. II. BE .. TO , G. \V. AcCLEAH, , 
T. S. P RVIN, D. F. WELLS, 
.T. C. TRAER, W. REYNOLDS, 
D. P. PAL, IER, K. PORTER, 
J. D. WIL ON, S. W. HUI<'F, 
E.W. EA TMAN, G. Il .• TERO:llE, 
C. CIIlLDS, W. A. SALE, 
C. B. SMITH, 1\1. B. COCHRA , 
W. H. BAU.RIS, E . CoHlllITTRF:. 

Iowa City, Dec. I, 1869. 


