
REPORT 
OF Tlllll 

SECRETARY 

OF IOWA STATE AGRlCULTURAL COLLEGE AND FARM. 

:Zo the Honcmible 

Speaker of the Hoitse of ..Repreaentative3 : 

The undersigned, a Committee ot' the Iloard of Tru tee ot tho 
Iomi State Agricultural College and Farm, appointed to present 
to your Honorable body their acts and doin~s as authorized by tho 
Luw of March 22d, 1 58, incorporn.ting nnd making appropria
tions for a State Agricultural College and Fann, ba\•e to report, 

That their first meeting under saicl law took place in tho Ou.pitol 
on tlw 10th day of J au nary, 1850; that there were present at said 
meeting all the members appointed by the last Legislature nnd 
named in the law, excepting Messrs. M. W. Robinson, John D. 
Wright., E. H. WHliama, Clement Coffin, and the Governor, R. P. 
Lowe. )Ir. E. H. Williams, having resigned his trnsteo sl.iip, 
J obn Pattee was duly elected to fill tho vo.cancy. 

One of the first duties of die Bonrd being the 1ectioo of pcrma., 
nent officers, Wm. Duane Wilson, ,,;ras duly elected Secretary, to 
hold his ofnce for two years from the 22d ot .March 1859, and 
RLCI.Jard Gaines wns duly elected Treasurer, to hold his oflico for 
,oDe year, who was re-elected for a like term at tho meeting of the 
Board in Jan nary last. The trnstces and ofticcrs executed their 
bondB of office as required by law. In deciding the terms ot ser-
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. , 1 u'•r uf the Hoard ai,, rP•Juired by law, tlie folJm\'• 
\'lCC of t IC IIICUl " ' 

in()' wa the r •· ult: . . W 
..,.M . --.c- ur l{obimwn. Tunothy Day, J. D. \ r1~ht, ru. c .,rs. .,.I.Ill. n . , d h 

D \n·1 on [{jcbard Gaines and John Patte.e, each rew t e 
uane • l e ' J. • M G 

i' four year from the 10th ot January, 1 59, and . ea~rs. . 
;';0 ~ -~ 'herwin, Snel }"or,ter, J. W. Eendereo11.' lement Ooffi~ and 
E G l)ay each drew the term ot two yi.:ars, irom tbe 10th 11t .Tau-

. ·1 ;!I .Propo als 10r tbe sale of lands for the College Farm 
nary . ,.1 ·d from this meeting anu circulated ovtir the tate, to he 
wercd1r.,,ae "t the fl econ d m eeting ol tb e Board in Ju.ne lat. At 
a<:te upon •• . . · t' u 
l t ·n,, pi·oi>oA1tions wer e recci,•ed fro111 the couut1cs o nr-

nat tni.'C, i ,., . , Th B d b . • 
d . p lk 8toi·y .Mor ball .J efl er vn nnJ Tamu. . e oar &'>· 

rn, O 1 ' 1 • ff d ] ( was not img dotcrinincd to exami~e t~ e t;Itcs . o ere , a se ec 101: , _ 
rnndt· until tho next meetlllg m the sa11 1c month, when 1_t. ,~11~ lo 

l · 't \, Connt\· on the west fraotioual hnlt of section mun• 
<·attir 1n orJ J' • • 

her (3) thr,cc, the east fractional haH o1 sectwn No. (4) tour,, the 
l 1f of south-we t. quarter of section ' o. ( 4) four, and the east 

east Hl. . . N (4-) f · 
halt' of north-west fractional (JlHtrter ot sect1 on o. onr, m 
township No. ( 3) eighty-three: 1~orth.01' range No. (24_) twen_ty: 
tr r W '"'t of P. M. Inwn contnrnrng 1x bundre<l and forty-nm~ 

,u , '"' ' ' · · · · r· 1 and fifty ono hn111<lredtt1 1> ncree : provi<lmg tho rondtt10ns o t 1_0 
hnncl, accompanying it and subsequently added to_ the µropo 1• 

tions IIHtdo hy the c·itize11s <,f St0ry nnd Boo:10 ount~es, and the 
eountv ol Story ar1· complied with in accordnnco w1th a re;::,0)11-

tinn o"r tltis Board. 
Tho 1,ffers made liy Story connty and somo of thu ci.tir.ens there-

(if', and the citizens of Boone comity, embraced --10,000 of County 
Bon<ls which had been votcu hy the lcgnl voters ot Stor.r coun ty, 
near ;·4,0()IJ in individual notes, at 10 per ceut interest frnm ~he 
dntc of loc1Ltio11, paynble in two years, aud 1000 acres ot nmm
pmvcd lands in tory 1mcl Bo(')ne <'onnt.ies, in tho vicinity of the 

t'nrm. 
<it:,\LITY ~l'F ·rnE lo"AR 1 1, .\:-11). 

'l'hl· land i ... well calc11lnt1·d for the w,e .. int •ntlcd, there being i~ 

~ood 1wrtion 111' dry rolling prairie of tlH! ~enna\ character of onr 
t;tnle, some It it a little wet, 0.'1.d some cre(•k bott!Jlll: 8quaw 
Fork 'reek, ln tin~ water, runs thrnng-h the ca1:1t sid1• of th(• land; 
un oxc:ollent nc,·vr tniling !ljrring in tlir prai,rie 11e;1r tlw <·entN· ot 
th farm ; a ~nod upply ot timher, prohably l'.3U IIC:l'l' ,' : and g-ood 
clo,y fol' hriPI- U\JOll it. Tlwre i n\so dm,nt.•d a s11t1icie11t tnm• 

.. 

,1uarry \,hich i ituated about ono and u half mil :; w s of th 
farm , being a plain quality of tone, betwcon snnd ftllld lim i.to1110 • 

The public road leading from Nevndu tu Boon ·ooru, p t! s 
through the farm ea t an<l we t, neo.r th i.011th lin . It i intend. 
ed to chanao this roa<l to the-south line. The Farm i::1 in traction
al section , being one mile and a fourth en t and we t. tnd contain
ing 64:7½ acres. 

The place selected by the Ex~cutire Committee for the CoHege 
buildings, is about 60 rod fr m the south line, and 130 rodis from 
the west Hoe. There is a small creek nmning east along nnd near 
the oath line, somewhat crooked. At this place it makes a ourv 
to the south leanng a handsome swell of land, ele\•ated about 
25 feet above the small creek o.nd about 45 foot above Squo.,"I" Creek, 
which is three-faurths ot a mile ea t. This is nearly the height ot 
the high prairie of tho Farrn, ldxceptiog two or three ridges some
what higher, not large enough however, for building sites. A 
Topographical Survey of the Farm has not been made, believin~ 
it might be dispensed with until the school is opened. 

It is intended to lay off a farm road, north and south from the 
College bnilding, jtllst half a mile from the "\\Test line of the Farn1. 

The site tor the Farm Honse, is about 40 rods N. N. E. of the 
College building, and on the east side of the farm road. The Barn 
is to be 20 rods . E. ot tho house, o.nd within 30 rods from 
the large spring which lies . N. E. This spring can be conveyed 
by meu.ns ot ao Hydraulio Ram to nil these building sites. 

IHP.R0VEMENTS MA.l)E ON 1•n,-; FA.l/.~. 

The improvements and preparation for improvements ar? a.A 

tonows: 
Breaking 70 acres ot prairie, at $2.oO por acre,... . . . . . 175.00 
Fencing contracted to be done. 
213¼ rods post and rail. 
213¼ rods Virginia rail. 
213¼ rods Posts and 5 boards. 

6-10 rods requiring in all 9200 posts and rails, at fUSO 
per hundred, to be cnt from timber on farm and de-
li-.-,cred.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . l as.oo 
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Lumber for fencing, 7,500 feet at 1.50 per hundred ..... 
Lumber for building house and barn. 69',800 feet of which 

'7000 feet is to be tinis1iing lumber, o.t , 1. 0 per hun
dred, and 62, 00 feet at i,1.50 per hundred, makiog, 
i;\·bicb i all contracted for and being delivered •..... 

Sbingfos, 62 M. at '3.50, ot" wbite Oak or Black Wnlriut. 
contracted for and being delivered, ............... . 

Cello.rs for bc,uso and barn, contracted fur at 15 cts. per-
cubic yard, estimated to cost in all .............. . 

Well dag and partly walled, at $1.00 per foot, estimated, 
Stone for building foundations : 
100 perch, quarried, at 50 cents per perch,.. . . . . . ..... . 
100 perch contracted to be quarried at same price, ...... . 
Ilay stacked on farm, ten tons at 3 per ton, ........... . 
For fencing the same, .............................. . 

125.50 

106 .00 

21 11.00 

120.00 
30.00 

50.00 
50.00 
30.00 

1.50 

2005.00 

Somo of the above nro paid for out of the inrlividrn'\l donations 
to the College, to n1 .. ount of nbont $300; the exact figures ,,e 
arc unable to fornish, and about. 8800 in co.sh from the State appro. 
priation, which deducted from $2005.00 leaves a balance of 900 
to be paid for in material and labor contracted for. 

FINANCIAL CONDITION. 
BEOElPTS. 

AppropriaHon by the State, ....................... .. $10,000.00 
Bonds of the county of Story,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000.00 
Notes of individuals due July 1, 1861, but which will bo 

µaid when called fo1·, in labor or material,.... . . . . 4,420.00 
Subscriptions, considered g.:iod, but not yet put in form 

of individual notes,........................ . . . . 920.00 
731 acres of land, embracing some of the best in the 

counties of Story and Boone, most of which is loca
ted contiguous to College Farm, deeded to State 
valued nt ..................................... ' 4,925.00 

250 acres of Jand 1 of which wo have bonds for deeds es-. ' timated value,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,090.00 
----
131,355.00 

EXP~"DITUR.E • 

For purcha .e ot Farm, 0!7½ ncre ........ "5,379.12 
Of location . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 349.:)7 
For impro\·ement of Furm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73.10 
Pre ident pro tcm. for per diem and travel-

ing expen c~, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274:.30 
Agents, stationery, ofr.ice furniture, printing, 

Jerica} serdces, &c., &c.. . . . . . . . . . . 1'76.50 7,052.90 

2'1,302.01 

Tho prospect for providing the farm with the best imploment 
of husbandry, without cost to the ta.to is cry flattering, n wo 
h4ve had many offers from mannlhcturers in ovc1·y section of tlHi 
U nitcd tates, to donate such a might be needed, with th view, 
on their po.rt of luwincr them tested rn tho most so.tis 'lnctory man
ner, nad it found valuable, tho attestation of the fact to our 
·farmers. Persons o.lso, in the East, ns well AS at l10me, have, to o 
limited extent, proffered us the gift ot procreative animal , such 
ne cattle and bogs of tho most valuable bl'ecds. And fot· Iforti
cultural purposes, wo have a proposition from Mr. James Smith 
of Polk County, to furnish the College Farm with nursery stock to 
the vo.lue of one hundred dollars, provided oue half of this smot1nt 
be taken in apple trees the coming spring. N amorous wiH be tho 
donations, embracing the above named classes ot husbandry, na 
well as all the others, we have no donbt wiH be mad,e to the Stnte 
whenever we aro prepared to receive them, by parties in and out 
of onr borders, who feel a lively interest in t,be prosperity of an 
Institution which is destined, at no distant period to wield an im• 
mense influence for good in developing onr Agricultural rcsotuces, 
and without which we would lose them. 

COLLEG'.R BUILDINGS-PLANS. 

The President pro temporo and Chairman of the Exocutivo 
Committee, hns tnken a good den! of pnjns in procuring a plan 
for a College building, having corresponded with the officers of 
the Mfobigan and New York Agricuhnral Oolleges, wbo have had 
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ome experience in the Far~er '. Ool~e~es ot those _ _'tatc_, and 
rocured some ot the plans ot their buildm~ . He n ·1ted rn per

!'on the ·Farmers' College near <Jincinnati, and the Female Col
le ; at the same place, which Horace .Mann aid wa the be t ar
ra~ged College building he had. ever seen. It is warmed with 
steam which they think far superior to any other mode of warm
ing y;t di co\·ered. He also visited the Far~ers' High chool, of 
Penn ylvania, a building begun on an extensive ~cale, a. part only 
being finished, snfficicnt to open the sch~ol with 100 tudente. 
Thi building is well arranged for tho n ea rntcnded. 

we have not yet come to the conclu ion whether we had bet
ter build our College in three separate buildings, one at a time, 
and far enough apart to be safo from tire from each other. Thia 
will be a matter tor further consideration. 

We have studied every way to economize the funds ot the 
State, having all the time in view a good school rathe_r than_ a ~ie
play of architectural beauty,-no costly dome, or curious wmdmg 
staira-Lut a solid stone foundation, a plain brick superstructure 
of four stories, with pilasters, dental brick cornice, projecting roof 
with brackets, with portico over tht1 doors at each end : all of good 
respectable appearance, about good enough for the farmers ot our 
State, and good enough for any body el8e. For further details you 
are referred to the plans and specifications prepared by Mr. 
Milens Burt, of Muscatine, architect and builder, a prudent, judi
cious, and excellenl mechanic, anu a mau of much care and pru
dence in all things. 

We have had a good deal of deliberation in regard to building 
three or four stories above the basement. Our plan is for four 
stories, 120 by 42 feet. To get the same accommodations with 
three stories, moat extend the length to 150 feet, at an additional 
coat of 1,500 to 2,000. We think the convenience of the build
ing will well pay tor the change, if the State can afford it. 

The cost of this building is estimated at f30,000, without stove1, 
turn aces, or steam for warming; of sufficient size to accommodate 
100 students, a President and his family, two or three Professors, 
lecture and recitation rooms, library and reading rooms, &c.; and 
in the basement, store rooms, panties, steward's rooms, kitchen, 
dining room, homes, lodging and boarding for 120 person,. It 
has r quired much time and effort and akill to arrange all thia in 
one com•eni t building. 

j 

Tl c pl n of t 1e b ru i 4:! h · oO t ct, leugthwi~ _u rtli aud 
.. ,uth u11on a "•ntle lo•lL' of ,.,ronnd to th a t, with under-, r b t ~ • 

round -mole:,-. built with i; one walL n thr e -.id .. , 1ght feet 
hi"h nd one f ot b low th• ,rr und in tlu stab! ;-lti f ot po·ts, 

I"' 

with tloor I no-thwi~e, ~o th t we n a Id at the onth ml, any 
Je11gth we choo,- . Hor:;e- tabl • and harne ·. room nbo,·o ~round. 

Farmer' hon e. 32 bv -12 f t, two tori~,., hrick, with pantric 
und kitchen back. Hi by 2-:l, ono and I\ half s orie , ot brick. Back 
,f thi is wa hr, m, milk-room and ''°oort .hc•d, 24 hy 24, one 
tory, of wood. 

plan of the e bnildin1:1: i herewith ubmittcd. hy Mr. Burt, 
but no accurate e ti mate are gh•en, - would nppo t• it to be 

l O tO for the barn and :,"-!0110 for the lwn ·t•. 
Ther, mu t ne<" --i-arilv be n tool-h n~e. o-rmrnry c·orn-crihs, 

hog-hou t', lau~htcr !wt; l', })invr nnd black 1-1mith t-hops, nnJ 
wood hon t•, all of whic·h will co~t ··1~,00 tu :·~1H)1l. "~t• mn t 
al1-n im1m>n~ tht· farm with a,lditionnl hH•nking-1 fL•nci11~, plnnting 
of trCC!- orchardn anti gnrdl'n8, 1or nil of which wt hope• to l'Ollect 
Jrom sn bi-criptions and 11ote • 

It )'01ir bonorabll' hody uPem it (•xpcdicnt to make au appro
priation, at the present t1e ion, tho i;um 0f 40,000 will be anfti
cient to erect the main building, and fit it up for u e previou to 
vour next session, without an appropriati<.,n of another cent to 
~omplete it throughout.; but as it is probable the demand@ for ap
propriationR for other institutions <lf the ~tate, now in an unfinish
ed condition will ahsorh all the neans which the tnx payers of 
the Stn.tc haYe ability to mcl't, or tlw Legiidature mn.y feel diapos
e1l to grant, we shall not pre:.; an appropriation at this time.
With the 1wailahle means in nnr po es•on, we shall be able we 
trust, to ert>ct necesRary farm hnilding, nnd place th farm, or a 
portion of it, in good workin~ condition. By the ~ime of the 
111ccti11g of tht next it'" ion of th• Le ~ii;li\turt·, you will, no tloubt, 
I,, plucod in po flei...;ion of the wi,..lw ot tho 1wuple 11t the 'tate, in 
r<'gard to thiR Im,tit11ti1111, when _you can determinP more @atisfac
torily tu yonrKeh·c.'l, perhap than J"ll <·au nt. pre cut, in re~ard 
to the PXtent to which the State will J?;ivc it her fostering car 
Whi!Rt. w1• insist upon ,rnd expect no appropriation at the present 
e ion ot the Logi latun·, w,. c te m our In titution one demand

I'd by the imprrntive necc iti<• of 1wriculture in the Htate, and 



one ,vhicb is heartily endor ed by tho ·e who bear the burden of 

taxation. 

Tho titl, to the lands out id of the College farm is ta.ken in the 
namo of the Stnto ot Iowa, for the use of the Agricultnral College. 
'\Vo recommend the sale ot this land at tl'l early a day as practica
ble to :a stst in the impro\·erooot of tho ollcge Farm, and the 
pa' 8 ,.c of a Jaw anthorizino- the G,:wernor and Regi ter of the 
'tato Land Office to grunt deeds to parties purchasing any of the 

htnclR wbich arc or may 1Je donated to the lown Slate Agricultnral 
OollPgc 1rnd J<'11rm, upon certificates of purclrnso signed by the 
Pn•. i<.Jcnt nf tho ln titution, and count ri;igned by tho cc.-retary 

thereof. 
·w(', l'P~pcctfnlly U I, the pa;;SHf!Cl of an a.ct lcg, lizing the i 8Ut• of 

the bonds of Story county. 
Th net of in~orporntion requires that vacnncies in the Board of 

Trustce11, cnuse<l by the expiration of terms ot service be filled. by 
the fA,gislature. There nra five that will occur on the second 
Mon<lny of J auuai·y next ; it will therefore, be necessary to elect 
fj\'C nt the present sessi m, who sbnll hold otiice for fo111· years 
from thnt time. Tho judicial districts in which these vncrmcies 
will ocrnr arc the •Hl1, now filled by G. \V. F. Shel"llian of C l1cro
h~o county ;-tbc 7tlt, now tillerl by Sucl Foster, of :i'.:.foscatine 
connty;-the th, now filled by J. W . Henderson, of Linn coun
ty ;-the 9th, now filled by Poter Melendy, of Black-h awk county, 
nod the 11th, now filleJ by E . G. Day, of Story county . 

All of wl1id1 iR icspectfully submitted, etc. 

WM. DUANE WI LSON, 
M. W. ROBINSO , 
SAMUEL J. K IRK WOOD. 

SPEECH 

OF 

HON. TIIOS. W. CLAGGET 

OF LEE COUNTY, 

r 

, 
j 

Oelin rcd t1 the Jiom;e of Repre11ontn.Uves of Iowa, in Commltten or the Whole, on. 1 

lddreaa or Gov. Samuel J, Kirkwood, FebroorJ 9th, l 60, 

-._.:..---· ---·-

DES ·MOINES: 
l'RlNTED AT TllE IOWA STATE JOlJ'.RNJ.LOFFlO:E!. 

lKO, 


