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REPORT OF STATE INSPECTOR.

Hon. F. M. Drake, Governor of lowa:

DeAr SIR—In dccordance with the provisions of the statutes
of Lywa, I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the
doings of myself aud deputies for the biennial period ending
June 80, 1897.

During the period covered by this report, little outside of a
routine nature has occurred in the inspection service. There
have been a few explosions of gasoline, due to the careless
handling of it, but in no instance was the loss great.

The legislature did wisely two years ago in increasing the
inspection fees on gasoline, making the fees for oil and gaso-
line unilorm. Hiad not this been done the revenues derived by
the state from the oil inspection service would have been much
less than they hawve been. It is just as much work to brand a
barrel of gasoline as it is to brand a barrel of oil, and no dif-
ference should ever have been made in the fees for the same.

1 wish to say i brief word in commendation of the deputy oil
inspectors, on whom the burden of the work of the service falls.
They have been earnest and faithful in the discharge of every
duty.

At the end of the biennial period covered by this report,
inspectors were stationed as follows:

Jusper GItner. ... ..ccooveeninanes.
¥. 0. Udall
W. H, Goodrell
W. R. Wier
Louis Welnstel
H. M. Pickell
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