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TRUSTEE'S REPORT. 

To Iii• Exre/1,nc,J, Out•emrn- Drake, aml rite Gen,raJ As,.,,,wlv: 

The trustees or the low& Institution !or Feeble-Minded 
Children herewith respecUully submit their eleventh bienni&l 
report, together with the reports of the superintendent &nd 
tre&surer, for your inspection &nd consider&tion. 

We c3,n consistently point with pride to the gre&t work th&t 
is being done by the st&te or low& in e&Nl!ully fostering the 
interests of these, her deficient children, and feel &&sured th&t 
time h&S &mply proven the justice &nd wisdom of our people in 
providing for their welf&re &nd h&ppiness. The &id so beno6.
cently bestowed in tho past, &nd tho continued int.erest mani
fested by the public, gives assurance of continued recognition 
In providing tor the future needs, &S they arlae from time to 
\lme. 

It h&S been our privilege during offlci&l vlalts to meet many 
parents who come to the institution with their burdens; by this 
means, and by information glesnedfrom the superintendent and 
others, we have been made to realiie somewhat of the magni
tude of the burdens which these afflictions entail. The pres• 
ence of one blighted being not only weighs down with sorrow 
the entire family, but interferes with the norm&! wealth pro
ductiveness of one or more members of it. Often the accumu
l&tions of years &re expended in false directions in the hope to 
bene6.t the afflicted one; and it not infrequently ooours that the 
llfe of one or more of the family, especially the mother, is 
shortened or prematurely cut off. We also believe that many 
now cared for by the state in this institution would,. under less 
favorable surroundings, have succumbed to viciouti habits or 
crime, and caused materi&l losses to the community by their 
irresponsible doings. 
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IMPR0Vf:]4Els'TS, 

During the period additions have been made to tho cuato• 
dial buildlne, In accordance with the provisions made by the 
Twenly 1lxth General Aaeembly, which appropriated f.lq,500 
for lhl.l purpose. Tb- additions were deelgned for the plll'• 
poae of 10 enlarging thl.l 1pecial building tba1 the cl ... lllcatlon 
might be lllllde lu such monnor as 10 Insure to ..U lho wards of 
the ln1t1Lutlon the faclllt\01 demanded by the many and varied 
degrees of mentality poue11ed by them. Thie purpose bu not 
yel been entirely carried out, for the reason lhal while the 
atru~ture wu In COllJ'ae of erection a dl.laater occurred which 
deprived the Institution of la l&rgeal and mosl important build• 
log. That I.be present legl1leture may be Informed In detail.of 
the conae11uences of 1h11 terrible lire, we embody the Join\ 
reporl of tho trusleea and 1uperintondent to tho ei:ocutlve 
cou.ncil : 

JOWA lN ... '"Tl"fCTIO!lf ro• FCZ:ULS \lr.rnzo Colt.l)RIH, l 
GI..L"fWOOO, loW'a, Jaoaary I, 1"97. r 

To lh• Si~/koq, l'ra.oci- ~f. Drait, Gonraor or JowAt a.ad to ti# Sn.er,. 
tire Coum·il• 
G&NTL&MltN fn aocordaoeti with your requ•t, we herewhh 1u.bmU • 

t peclal repor&. rel&\h-e '° \he Ire wbtoh oonHmtd Lb& main or admtatatra.
\lTe bulldlnr of &he lo•• lat\ltul.ioa. for Peebl•Mladed. Chlldrea, AU11UI 
Z8. Jll\lll. 

W• ba•• lb• hOOOT to be, Joorw 1'el'J' H1pt,Cltull7• 
W. :I. HALL, 
J. E.W1t·KIIAM, 

F. M. POW&LL, E. R • .Moou. 
Supuint.~o,kat. 

The malo or admW.,ruho bulldlor of 1ho Io•• Intll&utloo for f' .. bi. 
X!Dded CblJJNo wu enclAld bolw .. a \ho yMJ't I™ aad 1"90, lo acoord
&a06 wl,h Ibo proraloaa made for tbu p,u·p-by 1he Nnralpoeral -m• 
bUee, a, rol1ow1: 

Fim. Tho T,rontlelh General A-mbly approprlat.ed e:;o.cw. tCh&J>o 
16r I~, Se .. lon I.Ha, 11\1\l.) 

&w11d. Tb• Tweiuy,Bro Cienera1 AtHmbly approprlated •~,000. 
(Chap1er 112, Seo.Ion I.Awa, !"'"I.) 

Tlwd Tbe Twen\y-oeeoad G-ral A-mbly appropriated 118,000. 
CCll&!Mr IIU, S..loa I.Awa, l'!SS.I 

Foord1.-Tbe TwenlJ·\blrd Goeoral ,\-mbly approprlat<,d l'.!,000 for 
eold 110_. (1ddl\lon IO main building); '2,000 for bol<ory aod kltobon fur
Dllu.re. {Cbapt,er t40, S.,lon l..aw11 J~90.) 

Filt.b. Tbo TweaLy•rour,b t.eaeral A ... mbly appropriated 11,000. 
(Cllapl6r 92, lln1loo,1Aw1, 18112.) 

SI•••· Tllo Twuly- Gueral A-mbly aho approprlat.ed lhe 
-af tl5,000 , ... ·--11 .. , 11,t,00 lor hyd_ .. and 5NI ......... ud 
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11.:!IIO for-• aad beddlor; aod the Twen\y•\hlrd General "-"'blf, a 
1um or f j,000 for electric Ush1latir A lar,e porUoa of thCle latter 1um1 
ware e.s:pended OD t.be bulldlDll under OODllderaLlon. 

h laa dlfllcull malter to adtt1u1t.ly ettim.al.e the full pecullla-ry 1011 LO 
1bo •late by 1h11 oalaml,y, !or lo addhlon IO lhe auma opeclJlcally approprl• 
ai.,d for ooattnclloc acd hara.i1bla,r \he buildlnr \here ha•e beta -.:.b 7...,. 
e.xpeodltu,_ oa the Mme, aad we nu1not 11'U yet. NAIi .a clearl7 all \Ila\. 
bu heea l0tt to th• lHthu.Lloo and IO the 1ta\.e. 

The tot.al amount. 1poclftcally appropriated ao4 expeo.ded ln t.be erect.loo 
or Ibo bulldlor •Ill be oecn to be I00,000. Tblt, wl\b a propor,loo of Lho 
other 1om1 ju1t moat.loned, toalcee u appro,dma\.e ooat of buJldlar and ru,-. 
at1bloc of DOI., ... tbaa. Sl2.5,000. 

The •bole of thu t,,,IJdlnr •aa oo .. umed b7 5NI, o•oepl \he fo..,detlon 
wall•, Ul• Taal\ a.ad coa1e.a11, a poRlon of lhe w-allt or 1-be ... , wtar, t.ad 
•ocb material and turulture u wat • •ed at ih• lta,e of \he Dre. 

l"orthor, lbo eooteota or adjolnlor bulldlnr• wore bodly dam~ed, or 
d61Lro1ed, It. betor 1.boufbL e1pedloot. LO remo•e &.bom, otrlng 1.0 tho lmml• 
oen1, daapr of the dre ex.Leadtn&, Tbe dr7 1ood1 it.ore.room contained 
91.KDe tbou.taad• of cloUan' worlb. of mat.erial, much ot wbtch WH ruloed ta 
ILi Nmo.-at, and by eubaeque.a1, wetUair from lbt ralos\Orm pn.•alllar a\ 
tho U-. Tbo main buUdlar •M tho wir- and prlaelpel one ol \ho N•• 

oral bulldlnro oonatltullog lbe lattltudon. 11 wu built lo tho form or a 
cro1a, e:ueoJ.lor oortb and 10ulb ~" feet, and e&1t. and wuL 169 fN\.i OOn• 
1&.loed cellar11 • ba..emeat door, two ma.lo brick norJ .. 1 and aa al.Uo ftoor. 
The cellan wore uaed for ,iorar• 11urpo901 lo 00111000,100 •lLh Lbe klt.cbea 
depe....,eol. Tbe hMomeot 5oor COD\aloed \be kll.cben, b&kor7, dlolnc
N>Oml for children and ei»ptor•, &Dd • aeaeral 1LOreroom. The An, 800C' 
prorlcled for om,0 .. , Urlac room• tor nperiote.adea,1

• tam.Uy. offloeN ud 
ie..hel'I, &Dd a ••- of thlr\y chUdren. Tho •-•d 5oor wu u\llll<d 
talirely by tbe tcbool departm•nl. Th• aUJofloor pro,lded room fOf" a cla.11 
of rtrl1 and ll•lor room• for employ.., The e,,reme roar e11.en1too ooa
talned tbe oold 11.0raee plan, aocl 1wo aoboolroom,. 

DffAtlA or TUE J'lR&. 

At! 16 oa tho moralol' of Sa••rday, \ho ~lb ol Aoruat, l~g&, dur!Jlr a 
NT-,,. nla ••d ~!crtrlcal norm, th• DOl't.btul. con:t,ar of lhe tower of th• 
admlalatrall•• bolldlnc •at l\ruck hy ll,rh1olor, aad, oot"1\bal6odlnr \be 
berolo efforlt on \he part. of t.bo la1tltutloa naff, the p(\Ople ot Glenwood, 
aud the nre derartmeo\ or CoJaell Jl1utr,, tbe eat.ire 1tructure, wllb mucb 
of Jt.11 conteru .•• wa, do,lroyed. 

Fire wu 4l.co•ere4 a few m1a1.11.M afc.•r th• l~butar 1trudr tho bulld
bl', bJ emplo7N who ■le-pt on ,be upper door. Tber &rOUNd otber ooeu
p&ata, IO'O■dod tho ala?"m, aad poL lDIO operadoa the Oro- bOM, Tb• tall re 
lorco of the la•tltutloa quickly "'•poad.ed 1-0 Lhe atarm, aod 1-be •••liable 
ftre llj'bLlnr •Pl""''"" ... , apeedlly !,rough~ .... Mltloo. lo Mldl\lOD IO 
c.bl11 be.lb tub• wore coottao,ly ko1>i full of Wfller !or the u1e of Lbe buoke\ 
brtg&de. which rendered valuable tenlce. 

Tbe 8.nL 1bogzbt and coa1lJ1radoa were for tbe 1&feLy ot the c.bttdren, 
who were all qulellJ acd orderly remand IO plll-<"N of Mfny, lo • ma.noer 
4em.onaLr&&IDf 1,be efflclenc7 of lo•lllutloo. dltclpllne, 
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1 duco ered 1,1,0 Ire a ppeared io be c,ool oed io .i.e u pper por-
Wbea. n t .,. brh:k t\.r'UCLUre whb be&YJ p&1'tlUoo b rlck walls 

don:\ ~:• :7:~ •.:'}~t117a, 1"00Dlt 1D tbo butld tar, S ad ihe llrbtotor ta 
ltep6 • Ir al.h no\ 1,0ucbod ot.ber paru:, doubtlou lho tire would ba•o 
h• deetr ui"tl~:J' but le, eooo b , ea,:nt maoUet\ 1.b• \ aa.o~ber port.loo of tbt 
b,en ooa ro '.~ • !ud u d a Are fa r more ter tou.~ lo h• aa,ure wa■ Jou.ad '° 
billldlal' wN ._~-- 1' tb root Umber-1 of I.he aouth es 1.emilo11 o•er \he 
bo GtNelJ rac._ • 9 __. I I ,..i bJ lbe 
obapel. Tbe l■•tha\loo e,.. appu·a\u■ wu , ..--1 1 1upp emon 

8,. depanmoo• 0r 1ho 0!11 or GleowoOd, 
810

.,
11 

but , urely 1,be are crept oa. Fla llllJ, roco,.-atd ar &.be hnf)Ol,11· 
blllt of ..,,l.a,r tho bulltltnr, an t11.tra force wu orraolzed to r11move ,be 

1 n ibl• lhn• olber bulld!or • were In dao11er. mora aapeclal17 
::::.t.a~o ,.:. w N \. known., a.he 11old bolldlnr," 1be dluaace b at,w .. a the 
b IIIC wlldlor acd Lbla " "'°l ore belag ODl J t rieea rueL IL wu of Lh• 
:_:01, lm rL&ace 10 lnieroept t'b• ere a, ,ht• Ja.Dnure1 u th• ' ' old blltld-

:8., ,, wu ':,nooc-"84 with a number of o:ber• l bai raui. 'baTe 1a• •ltably 
~a deatroyed In lho eveal. or a faUure 10 control tho Are,., lhlt point. 
StN1ouou• etrort.e wore acoordlnclJ directed \.0 1.bl1 end, aud euocn1full:,, 
Tb• wetl. 1011 of the admlalitrat.lve bulldlar wu IO tborourbly HlUrated 
wltb ,rat.er tb•t the 4re aradually died ou, wltbla a few tee\ or th• we,, 
wall• Bid tbHe efforla bMa uo•ucoeeefu.l only • aim,ll pordoo ot tbe 
lunnutloa woold ha•• bNo le.fl. t\.&ndloc. I ff 

&arty du..rl.Df tbe ooaftasratloa tbe Are des,-rtment. ol Council 8 a. • 
,,.,.. toleanpbed t.o tor help, aad a 11ptcl•l trata oa tbe Ch_tc:aro. BllrllDlf\.OD 
& Q\ltnoy brouabt a p0n.ton ot tbelr department,. t.o our all. They u1l1t.ed 
mawr1ally In lb• work: of ea•lar t.be remalnlae butldlnrt,, 

Th.e appll&DC'8l lor dre proWtlon coo1lJ1oed of wat4r--pipee on ucb Boor 
w'llh boM auachmeaca, ere b\acktt\l and aaee.. cbemle&l are ex1tacu.ltber9, 
ouwtd• bfdranu, aod bON cart.I. Tb• reeetTolr 110rac• tor wa&er 11 coa.-
1alaed la a brklt iower JOO r .. , blrb, Ill wblcb are lr011 l&Dlra, "'11b a 
capachy of 1,300 bt,n-ela, • por1.too be.tag kepi. oon1ta.odJ 1a reteMe, io be 
dra"o on oolJ In the e•en, of nre, un\U dlreol preu11re can be obt.atood 
from the pumpe, wblob ha•• a !orctair capaclLJ of &00 barrel.t aa hour. 
Tbe appen,IUI ,IOOd lbe leOL la a ,,.,1f7lor muoer. The bulldlo,r .... 
pro•tded. whb ere eecapee OD th• N1'8nl U'8Dt1oot. 

The,.,.,_ d•lre IO UpNN , .. u,ude IO lb• i-pl• of GlenwoOd ud 
\be IVl'OIIDdlDr COUDlf'J' lot' lhelr etncieus. u,lal&Doe. They &190 wl1b IO 
NtOf'd thal th• offloera a-DCI 9fflployea wore actl•• aod enerrt\.lo lo 1.b•lr 
elforll lo ••• 1bo t,,,lldlor ud ure for \be children. All were unMIJl•b 
lo 1ba1 ihe7 , ... no ibou1hL for their belon11lolfl, buL obeerroll7 aod •!II· 
lacly labored IO••• lbe 1ta\e'1 unfortuaar.e charroe aod propert.y. 

The -- _pec,lull7 call 7our e1ieo\lon IO •b• per10oal loo- ol .i.e 
_plo,eo, 11107 belal lllJ able LO-• 1bem. 

.&.M'U TB& f'lRL 

Tile 11N a& oare depri•ed ,bo tull1u,1on of II0,800 oquare loeL ol oorraoe, 
4h·l4ed lDIO JOO room,, e•er1 root. or whtcb wu uUllaed la the ooado.ot. ao.4 
muqemeol of \be to,Utut1on. Tbe oouequeoi. embarruameat. wu verJ 
ma&. To eppnclalo Lill,. LI WO\lld bf_..., IO b&T• beea lamlller ,rl'1, 
all Ille a1,.,,. .. _ bel- ucl alier , ... e... ID., •• bOW'O Ibo laolllu-

- - ..,,.i...i ol all Iba -...i- I« .oklaf lol' aad dllll■J •-

REPORT Of' T R I!: TRU.sTF.F.,, 11 

-400 ebtwreo &o4 teT"eD\J•flYe employ-. room, tor euperla&.eodtnt aod 
famUy, ol!icoe of t he execatlYe department, oold t t.or•g• plaol, 1oneral 
eio"'TOOm1 and .. :'.'bool departmeot. eot.lre. All "hit mutt, ba temJ)()ra t"II.J 
v n.n·IJed for, and that lmmtd lat.flly, un,.U J>"'rmaneni provl1loo eoultl be 
Neared. T b• cba i,.r et lacldeo t "., reorgaoln d1'prlv-ed a larre aum,l,.r of 
chlJdl"H lo Lbe ol•l hull•lln« of allotl.ed "'pa.ce, wblch ma.de It otce••rJ \.0 

lmpl'OrlN eomewbere a od aomeho.,, The oolr retoo.rce wu &o cro•·d 
• pace • •~ dt o,copled. h therefore becam• Dt<'euary t.o double tbe 
,ct,.... a fld 1:1 .. b all tpa.oe t or donnltoTlM aod dlolaac-roomt. 

h wa11 lmJ11t1rat1ve k> pro•lde at oaoe temporar1 quart.ert for the adm1o• 
ltt.ratl•o depnt.ment. to dlreci. and carry on lbe a ffatr-. ot the to,thiutloo 
under the obaored condition~. li'or tblt pur poM rooma were utllhtd la \he 
old IMIUdtaa-. wblth we bad fou.-hl IO ...-1roroul1 \.0 • • •e. and wbteb wu 
now Lboroaably dr• ocbtd, from ran-e\ to bluemeae,. wh b ,.-at.er rrora 1be 
ue c,f hoN du r1n r t.he ftre. Tta• N !De room wu broorbt. ia i.o requ11t\ loo 
u •• offloe U,at wu used for lbe Mme purpoN t.weo"J yean aro, at tbe 
orraoluUoo of the IDl\.h-utJon. 

When it. 11 undetetood that ,,ory departtntu,&. ••• actuaJly crowded 
~fore the tl,e, 1ou m•J reallze the dlfflcul11 of eoh tnr r.be problem - ho• 
to Q'let\ lb.• esl11tlal' condl1.1oa1, Ye, Ule emerrf'a<'1 mu-1t be me&.. For 
fe.e.Uol' arid bou.ttor the popu~atloa •• depended upoo tb.e u1ham, or ca.,
IOdlal bulldlor, which ba4 a ,mall kl1<beo aod dlol•fl"r'OOm !or ISO or 1be 
lo•er c'u ... ot rbUdreo, aad lb• u" of &be k:Ucben aod dioin1,t•room a\ tbe 
f1rmbo1•' OOILajce. By b,1.,1., lalO UH lbOM llmlled racll!llet ••d by 
maklae- dloln1-room1 of ball, a11d pro,tdtor meal• at 1ep.arate tJmff, "be 
abeolute oet*•lt1N were, la a meuure, provided for 

Wblle \.he experience WM a MYere OQt, 11wa11 .. ,o tba.a U, woulJ bu·e 
been bad &be MUOG ol \he year been uafan>r-abl•. 

The 1operlat.e.ade.At ielerr-apbed Lbe boarJ of t.ru,ie. to oome at. oace, 
aDd n<Kt.flf-d lbt u.ecu\lye couocll of the calam1'7. 

Your honorable bod7 wlll rerneinbe.r \bat. we met you la oouocll oa 
Wedaeeday, RPJltembe-r 141 at. whtcb lime lhe fa.ct.,, u above 1t.at.eJ, wore 
suh'lllU.ed. In addttton to the oeoe1.1l1lea referred u,, your au.eatloa wu 
called IO Lbo r ... ,ha, portlOOI or lb• wall• 11lll 11&ncllo,r could ...... ..i, II 
OODttnrcU•• rf'p&I ... oou.ld take pla..10 before Ibey weN 1ubject.ed to wlnUir 
•&orm.e ud •prtaw th•••· ta olber •ordt, &be •late would, lo our oplnloa, ,a,·• \booaodt of dollare If IL were po.lble lO reb1.1lld a\ oaoe. Al a 
N1ult. or your dellberat\001, t U.000 wu appros,rla.i..d lo bertn work a, onoe, 
whb tnur..a 1\.loo, \O roblllld a , rar u ueceeur1 "° meet exltt.tnr ome rr&n· 
ctee, all t.o be done tubu.aotlally at• p.,,m,aen\ 1tru nure

1 
1ulc.abto tor the 

purpottl of th• 1a.tl"11tioo wbeo tbe bura\. bulldtar th&ll b&Te b~n rebuilt 
••• wbolt>. 

You wUl ~member, also, that anotberp!t.lUon •at praented NoYemt-tr 
JtLb. uklnc f~rlhtr &Nlitant-e 10 rebuild olber pon1001 to m~·t the 
req Wremeoloe or the tnttltutJon, tad to H•e lb• ital•'• pro~rty. With 
the aid reDdf'rtd b7 )Our hoo.orable bod,-, web••• lw,en eoabled to reooa• 
1t.ruct tho eoulb oztoneton and portloc..1 of t.bo wH, wta,, t.be former now 
h~lag p,rtlall1 utlll1od. Ia accorJanee wltb your •ul'etetlooa and our own 
Judgment, h bH been the t:adea-..Jr to bulld 1uh.u.nt1aUy, u1lr,- lt"OII 
,trden and partltloo brick ••U.. wbene•er practicable, aad la O\b•r wa7•. 
build ,r!Lb a •I•• or tin prol«II-
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WbUe theworlr: oommeaoed 11 lncomplet.e,we are (t(>Dftdoat t.ha\. tbelffl,000 
pol<!d la belall' oooaomlcall1 aad pro6Labl1 ezpeoded. The relld lj'r&nl<!d 
wtu provW.e ldtchea. racUhtu, dl.a.lar•room, for 1rtrl1 and employu, and 
about. oo:o-haU the former eobool faolUUea. h wUJ &llO pro•lde day ..a.d 
dormltor7 room• tor a oJ,111 of clrl1; and room, for a oumber of e.mployea. 

From cve.ful ett.fm&t.et procllJ'ed we conclude that- $10,000 will oomplete 
and haroltb 1,be r-emainlor pOrt.1oot of the bulldlag1 whlob will coa&alo tho 
admlall\ratl•e, offl.oee. dlolar•room for bo71, atttc> room.1 for emploJet, 
1uperlat.eodeai • apart.Ule.ow, aod oomplet.e the 1cbool dooartmeo&,, all of 
•h.lolh It u.rrontlJ' aeeded IO place ibe tn1tltutloa oa tbo ume ba•l• u tt. 
.,., before lbe ftre. Re1pectlull7, 

W. 1J BALL, 
J.E. WJCKOAl«, 
E. R. MOORS, 

F. M. POW'&t.L, Tra.dtta. 
Supulnt~nckat. 

The superintendent in his report has referred to tbe expend• 
iture o! the 810,000 a.pproprlated by the exeoullve council. 
Immediately &fter the appropriation of 872,900 by tile Twenty
au:t.h ~neral Assembly, io extra session, we advertised for 
sealed proposals, end on the 22d of Ma.y, 1897, a contract was 
awa.rded t.o the Ncrthorn BuUdlng compa,ny, of Bio= City, for 
the cotstruotion of tho rema.inlng porllons of the burned struc
tures, according t.o plall.S and speollleatioDS prepared by Arcbi
lects Bell & Kent, oC Council Bluffs. This building is to be 
practically tire-proof, and It ls expected tha.t it will be ready 
for occupancy by January, 1898. 

The present electric plant is being remodeled and enlarged 
nnder contract. 

WATl!:R SUPPLY. 

A contract for a deep well was entered iot.o with Mr. F. M. 
Gra.y, of Milwaukee, Wis., lo M&y, 1896, which well is now at 
a. deptll of 1,915 feet. Tile contractor la contldent that he will 
be able to farnlsh the quantity and <1.UJl.l.llJ ol .. -..\.e, c.lled !or 
in contract, but so far the requirement.s have not been fully 
complied with. 

EXPENDITURES. 

A detailed account of lhe expenditures of moneys appropri• 
aled for other purposes is given in the superintendent's report, 
herewith a.ttachtd. All lhese sums have been expended to tho 
benotlt of the Institution and in accordance witll tho act. 

ODSERV ATIONS. 

Durlllg our \'arious meetings, and other times, we have vis
ited the wards of the 111.Stltution and inspected the children, 

],91.] REPOR"f OF' TBE TltOSTEES. 18 

their condition and surroundings. We have at all times found 
the wards scruplllously clean, a.nd the children's appearooco 
has denoled carellll attentiou to all the Uule details necessuy 
for their personal wellare. The tables have been supplied 
with an abundanl and healthy dietary, and t.bolr evident enjoy• 
ment er the food provided has been ample evidence of good 
health. The contldence and cheerluln8SS oC t.be children rellect 
the thoughtful· gentleness which their Immediate attendants 
observe t<,ward them. 

Our Investigations Into hospital methods have been very 
satisfactory; the coDStallt vigilance that i1 bestowed oo the 
sick Is a feature that merits our commendation. With the 
Inadequacy of the present bospil&l facilities, the low mortlllty 
during the period reflects in a praiseworthy manner the general 
management of this deparLment.. Wb.lle speaking of the hos• 
pita!, we would say that we are lo lull accord with t.be super
lntendenVs request for an appr~prlatioo for a new bulldlog 
wit.b adequate tacilitles. 

T,ie schooh we have ,·isited regularly, and noted with pleas• 
ure the patience and pehe\'erance of the ladies 811gaged in 
bringing Into activity the dormaot faculties of these children. 

We especially refer to our visits lo the new custodial build· 
Ing, where the lower forms of mentality lo their large and airy 
rooms are now so comfort.ably housed, more appropriately than 
at any time in the institution's history. h is a pl88S\ll'e to 
observe the comlortahle quarters they now enjoy and the evi· 
dent deJ1gb\ experienced by thom. 

We ha,•e also ,•isited the !arm. orchards, engineer, carpenter 
and induitria.l departmenu, and have !ouod them a.II well con
duct.Ed In the general loterest.3 c,! the Institution. Tboso 
inmates engaged in work lo these sevor&l dop&rtments are 
happy Ill their various oooupatlons; they have an Interest In 
IHe. We have found that the children are fully con1entcd a.nd 
in all cases proud c,! the reslllts of their handiwork. The chil
dren's living-rooms a.re made as bright and cheery as possible; 
tbe walls are adorned with pictures, and the constant endeavor 
appears to be to make their surroundlogil as home-like as pos• 
sible. 

Gt:N:&RAL. 

The &yatem of bookkeeping In the clerical department Is 
complete, and kept up with accuracy. All contracts and bida 
for fumlshlog supplies have been opeo for loapecllon, ud 
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meet our approval. We have regularly, each quarter , examined 
and audited the accounts ot tho institution; also note that the 
law requiring the treasurer to make monthly rnttlement with 
the superintendent is followed. We a.ro especially pleased with 
the thorough system employed In recording the financial trans
actions of the instit u lion. 

The g, ner&I needs of the institution ar e set for th In the 
6Uperintenden~•s report, and have our approval. What the 
st&teshould do in further providing for tbesederectives, it is not 
our province to dictate, but we submit tho following summary 
or the estimated needs of this Institution for the coming period: 
f.,t bl'lfph.aJ PUr'P<»fl ., .. ............... , ..••.• , ... • •..••.•.• . J.!OIIO 
For Mld!OoD t.o f&rl:GCOtODJ ODt.~......... .• .. A.0.0 
Por l&.Dd,, U,S.t05--ll.6CO),"" •• • ........ •••· .•.••.•• ·••••• ,,, •• ., •• .. • • . , .. , ':".D 
For new 1.,an, GH>YUIS 1laa,ihlcir bou" and ntd ban,a ••.• , ....•... ,. ••• ... &.GOO 
For 1boJ)f tor carptD&tr, boJ S ladunrlal a■d eoalaHr, ud Npalrt~ boll•r 

f'OOm ,oo,u ,.,, . .,,,,,.,,, · ••••••.,• ••• ,, . .,, •••••••• ., ,.,,,,.,, •••••• 10.000 
f'CN' lulpfOT«i~nt.of 1rounds ... , ... o •••••. ..... , •.•. ••••···· • • •• ....... •. • .. l.OCIU 
t·or ('OQl.lo.-•a\ •od rtpa.lr taod . ... • . .. .. .. .•. . • .... . . . .... .. ,. ... . ..... .•.. . 5.000 
l'ar palaUt11 .. .............. •••••••·••·· ...................... •••······•··•···· 1.000 
for Ir• ...-apee to eu&. u d ••L ua..uloot '-0 cu.t.od1•1 l1ulldla1 ...•....... ,... 1,M 
l!'or ...:-bool ■uppll•.. .... .. . . .... • • ..... , ... , .. • • ...... , ............ • • a)) 
•·o, IDftdt.-aJ llbrur Md 1zu1:1eal INlra111•111t1 , .• , , . ... •• . ......... , •• !» 
For beddt•1 ,oppJI• .. , •. . ... , .. .. 

1
,-

Tol&l. ........ .. ... .... ..... ....... .. ........... . ............... I 41,m 

We r espeeUully c&IJ your a ttention to the personal losses of 
cer ta in employes during the lire. These losses were caused 
by their fidelity to t he interests of the Inmates and the st.ate, a t 
the ti me of the tire. A bill was introduced a t t he extra session 
of t he leg islature to reimburse these people, but was referred 
tor consideration to t he T wenty-seventh Gener&! Assembly. 
We believe in Justice t hey should be paid. 

Shortly before the expiration of bis term of office as trustee, v.·e 
were appris£d of tho death ot Dr. Robert McGavren. In the d is
cb&rge o! bis duties as trustee, be maintained the Hme high 
order ot thought and action tb&t cb&raetoriz ><l bis Ille toward 
bis fellow-man- " charily for all, enmity for none.'' Ia bi; 
death 1he institution loses a sincere and devoted friend, and the 
board tho counsels of one whose w!Edom was born of experience 
Although ripe In years, be was constant in his attention to duty. 

At the April meeting, 1►96, .l>ir. E. R. Moore, of AnamOS<l, 
who was elec:.ed t.> succeed Dr. Robert McGavren, presented 
bis crcdentiat. and was duly sworn In as a member o! the bo:i.rd. 
At this meeting the board reorganized by the re-election of W. 
H. Hall u president, Mr. J. E. Wickham as t reasurer, and Dr. 
F. M. Powell as secretary. 

REPORT O!' THE TRUSTEES. 

In closing tbls report we desire especially to commend the 
!aitb!ulness of all the offlceu and employes to their trust. nor 
can we omli to refer to tho lldelity with which they labored 
under the embarr assments at the time o! the 6.re, and the wlll
ingness shown by all in the discharge of the many arduous and 
extra duties imposed 00 them at and following that trying 
period. 

The success o! the institution has been due In no sm&IJ 
measure to tho painstaking efficiency of the matron, . Mrs. 
Powell and we desire to add our recognition or the fa1thtul 
devotl~u shown by the superintendent, in bis many years of 
service, mlnlstaring to the wants of this helpless class. The 
best years of Doctor Powell's life have been sbsolutely devoted 
to their cause. and it Is nothing more than his due to s ay ths t 
the results of bis labou express more than any words of ours 
can do. 

W. H. BALL, 

J. E. W ICKllAM, 

E. R. MOOR!::. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 

Tv the ll,Mrn/JI~ Boord ,,J Tr,, •~t•: 
I ha\"e t he honor to sabmit the eleventh biennial report of 

the Iowa Institution !or Foobte.Mindod Children, covering the 
period from July 1, 1R9S, to J une 80, 1R9; . 

The following table shows tho movement o! population dur• 
ing tho period: 

h h grsUlylng to rep~rt another ~uccessCul ~riod In the 
life history of tne in8tlt~tio11, notwith1L&ndiog the ombarra~s
menl connectoJ with 1md following the disastrous tire. which 
complet.ely d,Htroyed the main or admini,tn.tlve bulhliui;:, on 
\be :?!Ith of August. I ><i•a. The joint report ,ubmittod to tho 
executive council by your honorable body and myself, giving a 
detailed account of tnls disaster, relatrs so fully tho circum 
stancoa at tbe time, and subM!quent conditions immediately 
following. th!Lt I need only add that through the fid1,my and 
constancy of the officers and omployes the affairs of the Institu
tion have been continually kept up to a fair degree of efficiency. 

: 
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Tho welfare of the inmates bas been paramount in all our 
consider&tions. By cons tant vigilance in enforcing sanitary 
re~ul•lions, no serious consequences have resulted from tho 
unavoidable overcrowding of 1be liYing apartments. You will 
r emember that the emc•rg1iocies of the sit uation were such Ulat 
It was deemed imp<•rativo to proYide, as rapidly as possible and 
in a perm.nent manner, relief from this cooges1lon. In view 
of all tho f&cts, It was deemed achinble, immediately afLer an 
npproprlalioo mada by 1b1• executive council, Lo commence 
r econstruction of t he south and west cxLensions of the burned 
bulldinic, for t ho r eason that these extensions ccnt.ained t he 
Jrit.cheo and dining rooms, day and dormitor~• rooms, store• 
ro) ms, chapel and a p~rtion or the schoolrooms, and leave the 
north and e&St exten6ions to be considered when further fands 
shall have been provided. 11 was also considered Expedient lo 
rebuild these portions by day labor. thereby saving loss of 
tirue which would bs e,w,iled if bids were advcr1i,ed ror. T be 
supervision of tbe work was left to myself and the arcbit.eot. 
A foreman was employed to take Immediate tbarge, aod as 
large a !.lrce of workmen employed as could be utilized to 
advantage In order to expedite construction. The work was 
pu•hed as rapidly as tho weather and o ther .-ircums!aoces 
would permit. As fas\ as rooms were tlnisbed they were occu
pied, but It was not until Apr il, 16~7. that tbose extensions 
were Jlnished and furnished, since which Ume we have been 
able ta receive children who were temporarily at bome, and 
also to admit urgent cases, until the pNsent enrollment num
bers 6!•'1. This was made pos~,ble by tbe completion of tbe 
additions to the custodial building in J anuary, I ~\17. 

Ct:STOl)IAL Bl"ILOIXG, 

This buildhur now a ffords facilities for the full care of 850 
custodial charges. T he lmportonce of Ibis building hu been 
fully referred to in previous reports, and needs no repetition. 
At the present time a portion of the acoomt11odations are uti l• 
bed for the care of a number of children from the school 
division, and it will not be unlll the completion of the main 
building that our o rganisation will he fully restored. 

HEALTH AND MORTALITY, 

Notwithstanding tbe exposure referred to, the general health 
of tbe hoU11ehold hM been excellent, the mortality beillg 1-
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tb&n usual. With the exception of two from tbe school depart
ment, the deaths have been from \be lower classes ; tbe r«ords 
ill this respect corresponding wilb previous r.-.porl..!!. During 
tho period twenty-seven deaths h:we OC<'urrod, from tho fol, 
lowing diseases: 

Twelve died during the llrst year of tbe period and ftfteen 
during the second, a percen~e of 1 o+ and 2. 2-, , respec
tively. The cases of diphtheria occurred b1 a girl from the 
custodial division and a boy from the school dh·isioo, both 
being maligna nt, the latter ot the ' laryng1•al type, in whic h 
intubation was practiced, but without avail. Two other cases 
developed, both being omploye~, one the hospital nu""· the 
other the girls' supervisor. .\ltboogb both cases were severe, 
tollowed by most exleuslvo post. dlpbtheric paralysl~. yet a com• 
plete recovery took place. By a stric t quarantine, at a great 
inconvenience and'at tho expense or other inlel'<'..sts, we wore 
fortunate in coofioiog the epidemic to so small a number. 

Epidemics ot mumps and chicken-pox bave occuned during 
tbo period, but were light and attended wilh little aicknEss. 
These periodic t•pidemlcs, to which children are so liable, 
emphasize thP need of more extensive and &uilablo provision for 
ho8piul purposes than we at pr<?sent enjoy. The number of 
miuor ailments trealed lo the hospital has been very lar~e, 
always overtaxing the capacity of the prei;ent. hoapital wards. 
The dispens1ry clinic eacb morning ha;; been regularly 
attended. The assistant physician, Doctor Mc,gridge, report.II 
10,000 cases trealed during tho two y.-.>Lr&. 

The extent of physical ailments that children of tbls class a re 
prone to can only be comprehended anrl understood by continual 
association a od observalion. Tuberculosis In all ita form■, 
epilepsy, tcrofula, ophtbalmia, diseases of the sk.lo , diseaaea of 
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tb.e respiratory and alimentary tract, nil find a favorable soil in 
our Inmates. While the diseases enumerated are common ID 
aJ.I, there is a large percentage who, in addition, sulfer from 
some form of nervous dise&Se-cases or accidental idiocy-who 
rt-quire special medical attention and nursing, and special !aolli
ties tor obsen·ation. The predisposition to disease common to 
this cir.as constantly fills to o,·ertlowing the few small rooms 
which constitute the hospital. This was true years ago, when 
the populMlon was less than 400, and is doubly so now with a 
population of i OO. Under the present condltions, it is often 
Impossible for the sick to receive that hospital care &nd nursing 
that their condition demands, & portion of them having to be 
cared for as best we can in de.y-rooms or temporary quarters 
improvi.sed to meet the nece~slties of the case,; as the.-, arise. 

I respectfully call your attention to the !&et that, while the 
institution Is not a hospital primarily, yet a Je.rge per cent of 
the Inmates are subjects for bobpital treatment during their 
~nti.re life. 

In former reports I lave ad,·ocated an appropriation for the 
purpo,,e of building an adequate hospital. I desire now to 
repeal, with emphasis, the necessity of lncrea,5ed e.ccommodi>· 
tions In this respect, with annexes for sutopsics and scientl6c 
lnveatlge.lions. I recommend that you ask !or an approprllllion 
o! $12,000 for thia purpos,•. 

llPEC[AL t>EFEOTB or NUIIIIV.R NOW PRE8Eh"T, 

F.ptl~i,tJ,'1. ............. ...... , ••·• ·••·•· la'I I 01;.,,111aru.Jl1 .......... . ..... ... ••••• : 

~~::tH/ii/\/\ :~ ~tJ~~~lf}HE:/H ~ 
EPILEPTICS. 

The number o! epileptics cared for by tbls lnsUtutlon is now 
100, &bout 25 per cent or the population. The nature of their 
malady requires constanL medical atLention and hOiipilal care. 
ln previous reports I have called your attention to this c\1188 
and their noods, and &dvocated special provision for them, prof. 
erably on the colony plan. During the present year I have 
corresponded with physicians In every county in the state, in 
all over fj()(), In order to base &n accurate estimate of tbe num• 
ber of this afflicted class. The ro,ults of my investigation 
show a knowl811ge of ~,997. If the extent of this inquiry lad 
Included all tbe 4,000 phyaiciana in the state, tbe aggregate 
1'0Uld lave been much greater. The results, however, were 
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sufficiently de6nite to form s conclusion that the ratio of epi• 
leptlcs to the population is not less than one ln 600, or over 
8,300, corresponding ID similar conclusions in other states. 
The me.jority of them ani without state c~ro, and the disee.se is 
su.cb ae to be a powerfnl !&ctor In tbe continuation of t,>eble• 
mllldedness and kindred degeneracy. 

Tbo question of adequately providing for theb8 a.ftlicted per• 
sons is attr&eling the attention of various sociological organlza· 
tlons, and others, who have a knowktlge or the number and 
character of them. New York and Ohio have made separate 
provision by establishing colonies at Mt. Morris and Gallipolis. 
For the reasons above presented &nd in previous reports I trust 
you will call the attention of the loglslaturo to their co~dltion 
and favor special provlslon for them. ' 

ADULTS. 

Continued experience emphasiz<'s !onnor conclusions regard• 
Ing the tldvl&&b11ity of permanent detention of adults A8 the 
lnstilu!io~ grows older, the r.umber over ecbool age Increases, 
necess1tat,og extended scope for care and management. With 
?ur present arrangements, the adult females can be domiciled 
10 existing buildings for some yc&ra to come if exten•ions can 
be made for ~ult males at the farm colony cottage, which is 
now meager Ill space and equlpm,:,nt, thirty being al1 that can 
0ud lodgh:ig In this frame building. I suggest that you recom
mend an e.ppropriatlon of f:i,000 for tho purpose of unlarging 
t~o present atncture and to equip the entire building with 
light, wat~r, sud othor sanitary conveolonccs. This will give 
accommodations for an additional thirty-Ova. 

You will remember that these older boys are principally 
occupied on the form, orchard and garden snd for this reason 
it is desir11ble that they abould be located near the SD.me, and 
adJacent to the !&rmer's cottage, where be and bla wife e&n 

exercise a general supervision over their deportment, also as e. 
matter of convenience for work and oversight during •a.me. 
Co~stant employment Is of special Importance to this class, for 
~etr general heal•h, and ii is also 0iting th&t, wherever pos
s.ble, they sbould contribute to their own support by labor. 

As will be seen by the tables e.ppended, the farm, orchard 
and ge.rden are a source of revenue to the state. In previous 
repor_ts I b~,•e.spoken of the necessity of a larger tract of land 
at. this lnslltut1on, and brielly state that this Is in accord with 
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the opinion ot all who are familiar with the best methods of 
caring tor tbe feeble-minded. This is required, not only lor 
revenue, but in order that avenues of an educational nature 
may be provided lor the inmates, in which their labor m,.y be 
utilized advantageou,ly. The state already owns 300 acres, 
Including building-grounds and p•rks. It is conceded that these 
institutions should have not less than one acre per inmate. At 
the present time we rent forty acres of adjofoing land on the 
south, and f!lty four acres on the east; land "hich it is desir
able that the state should own, tor reasons previously pre• 
sented. In connection with the farm I quote from the report 
to the Twenty-sixth General Assembly: 

I am lnolloed to remind you ot i.be aooeult,y ot bet.ter farm faclllt.lee:. 
Tbll hu been me.ur.loo&d In preTiOuJ11 reporta, bur. recoh·ed but- llU,lo 1ub• 
1&.aotlal encou.ragemon\, 1\L.bougb work: bu demoo1t.rated lbc 1uccees or 
farm enc.erprl.Jes lo the fotereets or the at.au,. Tbcre 11 nothing boyond 
very ordinary atruct.urea for t.he care of al.Ock. The dairy iolcrest. 1160lf 
demand.a a ~ood bat"D, We keep from fifty to 1l1:ty cows 0001taatlJ't which 
should bo provided wl~b better accomrcoda.iolons t.han now ox.lat. Fh.·e 
t.bou&a1ld dollars can be uaed prollt..ably io t.blt dlrocLloa. 

The necessities of two years ago are supplemented now by 
the further growth of the institution. The buildings have 
extended toward the farm yards untU the proximity ot the 
barns, etc., to the living apartments of the children is unsani
taey and unsighUy. 'l'bey should of necessley be removed to a 
more appropriate location. 

You will remember that this Institution h•s never had more 
than a few hundred dollars in all its history appropriated for 
the special purpose of farm buildings. The constantly increas
ing number of stock necessary for our needs m&kes it impera• 
tive that adequate provision ba made !or their care. 

The horticultural division is further developing. and the 
results are yearly increasing yields of fruits, both profitable and 
health-giving. 

Mr. Jackson reports growing trees as follows: 

.i.Prl,I& 
T~ bearina:, ....................................................................... .. ., 1.DC!il) 
TrN,ia •Ix "° ('t.ab&. 1e•r11 old . , ...•..•...........•••.........•.... , ............... , ... . .••.. :,m 
Tn.'4111 i.wo \O foor 1can old....... ........................................ ............... l30 

'rotaJ , ..... ........................................................................... ""imo 
OUUl■IO. 

TN'CII, Dlao t.o &.wel•e Je.an beaTln1 .... .. , . .. .. . . ....... . . .. ... .. .. ........ ..... .. .. .. !60 
Ttff .. t.WO 7UJ'a &et.......... . . .. . ................... . .......... , ...... , . .. . . ...... , . . ':'I 

Tota.I ...................... ... . .. ...................................................... ~ 

t 
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In the nursery we b&ve gro•ing 1,531 yearling a.pplea and 

l.:JOO apple-grafl-8, set this aprln/1'. Also I k2 cherry grarte sot 
this spring, 200 poaches from aoed, and 6,000 grape-cuttings. 

EN<IINE£R A,;r> CAIIPENTEII Sll01'$. 

Io lhe earlier history of the Institution. h wa.s nooe!\S&ry tor 
the purpoee of economy to utilize space tor the engineer r.nd 
cr.rpenter shops, thr.t is now lnauftlcient tor the purpose,; not 
only so, but the ca.rpenter shop Is located ovor the boiler room, 
& position not only Inconvenient, but absolutely dangerou,. Io 
the event of fire In this shop, the boiler• below would be crlp· 
pied if not deetroyed, leaving the inslitullon in a lamenL&ble 
condition. Tbe risk.a we run lo this matt,,r r.re too grer.t to be 
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al.lowed to continue. Properly equipped shops for engineer 
and ca.rpenter should be provided elsewhere. The boiler room 
walls are also ln need of repair. I suggest, therefore, that you 
urge an approprle.tion ot )'.(10,000 for tbe purpose ot building 
ncoe.ssary workshops and repairing the present boiler house 
walls. 

SCHOOLS. 

During the first year of the period the schools had developed 
to a greater extent than at any previous time, and we were 
anticipating that the second year ot the period would be !raugM 
with greater bcoeths to the inmates, but of all the departments 
of the lostltotlon none were so completely dls'lrganized by the 
lire as thls. You will remember that the destruction of the 
maln building occurrod on the very eve of the opening of the 
school year, and that it contained not only the schoolrooms 
and assembly hall, but the entire school supplies, none of which 
were saved. Realizing that the schools are the vital point In 
which center the principal interests of our children's lives, an·d 
that without this department we would sink to the plane of ao 
a.lmshouse, it was deemed o! the ulmost imporu,oce lo our chi!• 
dren that no effort be spared lo roorganlze as prompLly as pos• 
slble, e,·en at a disadvantage. The teachers having been pre• 
vlously employed and a number of them preseot, the reorganl• 
zatioo of this department was begun at once, but was not in full 
force until January lsL, and then this was ooly accomplished by 
appropriating day and other rooms In various parts of the 
rumalnlng buildiogs, and with such appa.ratus as could be used 
under the lncoovenience.,. By this date the general school 
exerclacs were couducted in the new assembly h&II In t he usual 
manner. By the earnest attention of the teachers and the 
C0·0[)1!ratlonof all Interested, the special efforts to maintain the 
efficiency o! the schools were successful. Sunday exercises 
were loterfered with during the early pan of the second year, 
but early In the fall tboy were resumed in the living-rooms, 
and later, 1ince the completion of the assembly ball, they have 
been carried on regularly. Amusements and enter tainments 
of various lcinda, aucb as atereopt.icon views and concerts, have 
been provided from time lo time; all of which has tended lo 
en.lh·en and cheer the children. 

Flower ml.uion day was obser ved at the closing of the school 
each 7ear of the period. Mrs. M. F. Hlnmr.o conducted the 
exen:i-, - lated by an umber of l&diea from the dlatrlct organ• 
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lzations. These exercises are especially enjoyable to our chll· 
dren, and they now look fonor.rd lo the coming ol the "ilower 
ladies" "·ith pleasurable anticipation. 

The Institution is divided into two general divisions, the 
school and custodial, the latter including as a subdivision the 
asylum classes. Tho school division receives all the educable 
and rutains them until such time as It Is considered they have 
derived all the benefits from school training they are capable 
of, when they are i.raosferred I<> the custodial division, where 
they remain under the permanent home idea. This latter 
division receives also the lower or uneducnble cla~, &!I they 
come to the lnstitution. This portiou of the custodial we term 
asylum charges. The capable custodials participate in the 
amusement and Sunday exercises of the school division, and 
their work is designed wiLh a view lo educate in some trade or 
employment. 

The lower types o! the latter division also receive such train
ing as they are capable of in special rooms and by special 
t.(>achors, and even the lowest in intellect are nnd"r a mild dls· 
cipline which tends lo Inculcate habit tralnlog, If nothing more. 

IMPROYEM~~NT OF GROUNDS. 

Gradually, from year I<> year, we have made such improve• 
meots of the grounds around the buildings &!I we have found 
opportunity lo employ the regular help and lomatos. The 
irregulariLies of lhe surface Is such that It requiros a large 
amount of labor to bring the grouods lo a tlulrable finish. As 
a matter of convenience for lran1>it lo aod from buildings, and 
lo the dillerent parks and other part.a of the ground, it Is very 
desirable that this work should progre11s more rapidly than we 
are able to accomplish without special aid. Tbe general plan 
of the buUdiogs 1s now suftlciootly developed so that It is also 
desirable for the ~cneral appoarance of the ioatltutlon that 
a.:tive work In this direction be no longer delayod. 

CONTINOENCl&;;, ETC. 

I estimate that the institution for the nExt period will need 
fS,000 as a contingent and r epair fund; tor outside painting, 
, 1,000; for fire-escapes on the east and west extensions of cus
todial building, ,1,1,00; for school suppHes, $300; for med ical 
library and surgical instruments, @:250; for bedding supplies, 
1 1,200. 



INSTITUTIOX I'OR FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN. (21 

EXPE:-.DtTCRE OP' Al'l'ROPlllATIONS. 

The $18,500 appropriated for additions t.o the custodial 
building and furnishing same bas all been expended in accord• 
ance with the act. The 81,000 for ramodeling the cold storage 
plant was expended. Toe same is true ot tho 8100 for school 
supplies, 8500 for painting, and $8,500 for contingent and 
repairs. 01 the $100 for kitchen supplies, there is an unex
pended balance of $6~.35, which wil I be used this year. Ot the 
fl,500 badding fund there is aho a balance of $1,005.89, which 
will be expended in providing !or the coming winter. O! t,he 
$10,000 appropriated for the.purpose of providing a water sup
ply, $3,172 90 has been expended, the greater part being paid 
t, the well contract.or conc!itionally. 

The prevalent thought among those in charge of the feeble
minded Is that states need protection against the ever Increas
ing numbers of these delicieol8 and dependents. The methods 
ol obtaining snch protection is one o! the problems we are 
attempting t.o solve. Briefly l wo11ld say that the consensus of 
opinion is in favor o! (1) permanent detention of all those who 
are capable of reproduction among this class: (2) provision and 
permanent detention of all the epileptic class; (8) legal enact
ments looking toward more searching inquiry as t.o fitness 
before issuance of marriage licmse. 

CBA:iGES. 

In 1890 Miss Sarah E. Clark, housekeeper for a number of 
years, severed her connection with the institution t,o usume 
the matrooship in another institution. Miss Clark was over a 
faithful and conscientious officer in tho Interests of our helpless 
class. In the same year Miss Ella Frazee, who had been a 
valued teacher here, accepted a similar position in the Minne
sota school !or feeble-minded. Miss Margaret Maywood also 
left us lo accept a position in a. school for the deaf. In the 
resignations of Miss Frazee and Miss Maywood, the institution 
lost valuable teachers. To fill these vacancies and to meet 
additional requirements owioe- to the growth of the institution, 
Mias Kathie IAngan, Miss H&ttie Hale. and Miss Mamie Matrau 
were secured as teachers; Miss Nettie Combs was appointed 
assistant ~atron of the school division; Miss Mary Quigg t.o 
fill the po111tion vacated by Miss Clark; Miss Eunice Buchanan 
as housekeeper at tbe custodial building a.nd Miss Flora McKee 
uaiatant matron al tbe same building. Mr. E. L . Duprey was 
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appointed boys' supervisor. I am pleased _to report that these 
new appointees ha.ve proved efficient and valuable workers. 
With these exceptions 011r statr remains practically the same as 

last reported. 
ACKNOWLEDOME~TS. 

Shortly after tbe destruction o! the administrative b11ildiog 
by fire, Mr. and Mrs. George W. Wilkinson, of Primgh.r, 
tendered the trustees of the Institution $500 for the commence
ment of a libr&ry for the children. L&ter, Mr. Fred Giesen
baus, of Muscatine, donated $50 for the same purpose. This Is 
tho beginning of what we hope will be a large collection of 
suitable books and papers for the pleasure and pr1,fit of 011r 
dependent, but happy, family. In behalf of the institution, 
we tender them our thanks, and also to other kind and thought
ful friends who yearly remember our family in a substantial 
manner. 

The period just past bas been eventful, and at times the 
ordinary duties and anxieties have been greatly increased. 
Through all the severe strains we have been subject t.o, l have 
been supported by the unftincbing fidelity of all the officers and 
employes, who have at all times labored faithfully and dili
gently m the interests of the inmates and the state. 

For efficient service, and unremitting attention, as an assist• 
ant with responsible tr11sts, I am greatly indebted t.o Doctor 
Mogridge. 

And t.o you, gentlemen of the board, I am Indebted for 
friendly counsel and co-operation in the management of the 
affairs of the instit11tion. RespecUully submitted, 

F. M. POWELL, 
Superi»tenclent. 
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OF.NE£UL MAOUINF.AND nANDWORK IN WOODWORR.lNO ROOM---Oon1xi.--.o. 
PltODUOT OJll' 'l'DE PARM, GARDEN ANO OROllARD-OOn1:t~D. 

Bu8hel!iofontons . ......... .......... ............................................ ,.. !::'.H 
Bu .. bel1or peu..................................................... .. .............. ... IOG 
01,1!thl•l:i1 or &.om•ioe. ....... · · ········ ················-- •••. .• . .............. .......... ~I 
Hu1o;hel1 or cucumbl•r1 . .. . . .... ..• • • ••••....•• , .................................. , .•• m 
Dusbel,o(rad ptpp,ort..................................................... ............ 1"1 
Bushel■ ot pa.ranlps . • .. . . .. .. • . . ...•. . . . ... . ... .. .. .. . ... • . .. . ••• ... . .. •• 11-, 
80!lbel• Of horse.ra.dl.sh ...... , .. •.• . . . . . . ... .. . . .. .. . . .. . ... .. . ... .. . ... ... . .. .. . ... .... 10 
Bu.helt ol 1)21.rtley.. ........ . ..... .......... .•.••••• .... ..• ••... ............. ...... .... 1• 
na11bels or turnll)J;.. •• . . . . . . . .• •• . . .. .. .. .. . • ... .... . • . .. ... . •. •• . . .. .. . . •• . . • . .. .... JIO 
Dlllib6l11 of ground cberrlct . ................................................. .... ,. .. • ! 
8t.1Mht'illl Of ireen11. . ... .. .. .. ... . .. . ................................. ·•.. .... .. . . . . .. .. ◄ 

nu11hel• ot b11rco110...... ..• . . .. .. . ••• ... . •• . • .... ... . .. . .. .. . ••• .. • . .• •• . . .... •••• .... zo 
Doz.en ot Mparajl:US. ................. . .............. ......... .. .. ... ............... , ••• . 5..'110 
Do.ion or rhubarb........................... . .. •• ... . • .•. . ..• •.•.. ..••• .• •.•• .. •• •. .. • • 11,.:.4;)6 
llu1.e-o of 001001 .................................... ·····•••·--· ....•••• .. •... .... . •.•• 1:=:,:.os 
Do.ten of r&d1ahtl ..................................... , .............. , • .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 11,MO 
l>o:l'"D or tndl•&. .................... . ..... ·• .............. •·.. •• • .. . • ..•• •• •• .. •• .. ••• . :no 
Ooz.e-n of okra........................................................................... lW 
DOJ:.f'O ot ptu·•l&J' ... •• .. •• ... ••• . .. • ••• •• • ••• • • •• .. .. .. • . •• • • • • • • .. . .... •• .. •• .. .. • • f(I 

Do1.••n or l,arc:ollo.. ... .... • . . . • • . •• ... .. . . •. ...... .... . • .. . ... .. . . •• •• .. .. .. .. .. JOO 
rl.>s.en of Jen.ace ......... .............................................. , ..... , . .. .. .. 9,300 
I>oton or PC1JJ)('lraru1 • . •• . ... ••• . . ••••. .. . • .. .• .. .... •• .. • ... • ... . ... .. . • .. •• .. • . .. • .. . •OO 
D.,1.~uoti:re-11 ...................................... ,......... . .......................... goo 
J)n,cc of aweet. coro ... • • .• •• ••• . .. •• • . • • • .. ... •• • • • .. .... .... • •• .. ... • • • • •• .. .... • •• • ?,t;o 

1oo~a ot eJp, ...................... .. . ................ .. ................ ...... ........ ae 
Doun ot vine p~t.ehtll •••.•• , ............................ , .................. , •. .. . S!O 
Do,:.-.o or cucumbers ...• , ............................................ ,..... ........ ..... 1.!30 
Dozeoof&a(CO ..... ,......... ........ . ........ .. ..................... ................... • 
811t1n.$h<'.S, •..••••• ,... ......................................... ... .... ....... ........... M 
Cabb&1te1 ......... , .......... ,, • . . • . ... •• . • . ... .... ... . .. . • .... ..• . • ... . ... .... .. . . .. ... • Z040 
Cblckeo1 .................................................. , .......... ,. •• .... .... .. • • . all 
Pouncb1 of lla,tO.... .... •••• •••••••••• •.. .. .... ...... .................. .... . tsO 
t?o.lt111orbtdoe, ............... .......... ................................................ ◄l!U 
!--■lc-Aorbo,i:11 ........................................................................... J,1fLF-i 
~&lf11 ot cat.th, .................................................. , ••• •••••• •• .. .. • ... • ... JOIS.C,O 

OORTJCULTUftAL 01CPAltTJ1n::-r!'. 

Buthel,.ot ■pple!I ...................................................................... l,..flOl 
Bu.11bet,or pluro11.......................................................... .............. 4 
Bu!lbel Of i,our8 . . ................................... , ... ............................. . 
Bu•hels or peaches ......... ,... ............... ............................ .............. 2 
llusbeilt'I or turolp11., ..................................... , ........................... ,.. 8tJJ 
Busbel•oti.trlngbca.os................................ ....... ........................ ll! 
Ru,ih~laofpot.aioe~. ... ....... ....... ... ......... ...... ............................. ... ™ 
n11sbl'!l11-otaweet. pota.~..... ....................................................... 3,,;1 
Bu5hllls of onions ..... .................... , .................... •• . ... • ... •• . . • .. ... ... U 
8u1liel1 or 1t•ed t,e,l\r1111 .............................................................. . 
Quarts o: NLspbe,rleai ....... , ................................. . ....... , •• . . •. •• ... ... J,318 
Qtuu i. or btaekberrll'.'11... •. .... .... . •.• • . .. •. •. . . .. .. • ... . . • ••• . ... •. •• . . •• . •• ••• ... . •n 

PRODUCTS OF FAR1J, GARDEN AND ORCHAHD. Qllllrt~ or "'r-"'wberrle<J .............................. . , .......... , . .. . . .• . . .. ... . • . . .. 1,6:M 
QuarldO(Cht!rrh.•8 ............ ................................ ......................... ~I~ 

l'ound~ofc1rM1>t.'CIJx,.r,t ........ . ..................................................... ~ 173..YIO 
Poucd11of dre9$('d p,ork ................. ,,,, •• , •••.•••••.•.•.•... ,,,................ . 1..400 
Pot1nd1ofdrcasedmu\.l0n, •• ,, .....•... . ..••••.. , •.. .... •. , .• , . .... .•.. •.•.......... a.a 

QutLrtaotcorraol.!f. ...................... ,,............................................ :n 
Qul\rta ot gooseberries:............................ ... ............................. • •.. . W 
Pouod11orgM11)(':I ........................................................................ 17,107 

l'oQruJs of tallow ... , ........... . ............................... , ...... ,.. . . . .• . ••• •••• 1,z.-J Oallo1u,ot cldsr vln(.•gar .............. :.... ............ ............. . ........ .... •• .... l.~ 
Poundilof bot.ter............. ......................................................... 173 
Pound.soti;nltlr: , ..•..••••••..•. , •• ································•···--····•••······· 61il.U.i 
Pounds or popcorn .•.• ,............................................................... "°° 
Bu11hela or po1ai.o.. ..... , • .. • •••• •• .. •• .. • ••• ••••• . . • •. •• • • •••••. •• ••• •••••••• .• •• • . •• •• 7.111),c 

llall.ds ot ca'bbl\Jee ................................... ... . ...... . .................. ... , • .. , ,tiOT 
l)o,.f!DOt11woet.corn........... . ..... . . . .......... ..... ...... ....... ................ O'it 
Dozen or r&dl•hel ............................ , ................................... , •• • 11 
Oo:r.en ot let.tu~....... ... •• .. ••• ... • ... • ... . ... ••• •• . .. . ... . • ................ , .. • 61 

Dutheha of btana ............................................... , •• .••• ••• . • . . . .... •••• 1ea Oozeoorcueumbett............................ .................................... •.. J,16.i 
8u11be.l1 or beo":1 ..................................................... , .. . • • • • • . . • • .. . • :u Pozeo or cblckoDA . .. . . .. .. . . ... . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. ... . .. ... . . ... . . .. .... ... . . ... 11 

D,.:r.en of ~gg$ ..... ., .. . .. .. ..• . .• . .• . .. . . .... • •..• . , .• , ............... ,.. MIO 
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rtWO'l"C"r Of•. tu& PA&Jl. 0.A.ltn'I.S A?\D ORC'BA1U>--Ooni,i,ru, 
l,MU Mt-1•1«1• .•••••••• •• ........ .......... • ••••••• • 

f-1",c plaot11............. , ... ·· ~ ..... . .. • •· •••·•••• •·•·· "'' '' p 
llo111u1,.-. ..................... ,..... .. .. ... • 
Pompilio, •••••·•••• .... .... " ••····· 

B&l•Goa &ocredtl. o r,..,,... 1.1.rdH ud orch.Ar•S t v r putod , ••• I ,,_.,. 

fil f'[:ltlSTESDI '1N CA~II AOC()t:, T WITR l' ... TJTOTIO"li TIU:a.,t;RER., 
pa:;alT. 

Oul1 Nk'€11"'4 durlna perl,Jd from CIOthlDII: a,,»•oatt .••.• ........ I I Ill,, 
u .. ,1 recrolt"ed, •••~•of lirlck, farm prod act.a, ••d all othor•ou.rr:o, • 11, .. t.l~ U.W..l.• 

Cill.lilT 

Otp('■lu.d wld, l1'91UNlr M) C":redll of •opporl ,.,..4 •. .• •••• • ltt.t6118 
UrpodU!d with ,,..,.._,rn &oeNJll,ot ruabMa1 t■ad ••••• 14. u-• 1•te Cl 

tr.Ma Tbe ~ub ffNll'ed fl'OCD c.&Ol,tq a«IIMlOW b fQr mo■•,- pndOll61J 
a4•uc.d f\J the luUt■Uon 

Anr-..,percap11a coat..ern ,ear •••••• • I !~: 
A"•ni•p,1•r tapt\a00t,l.•to0Dd1Nr, •... • •••••• • •••·••·•• • ••••• ......... 
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• 

A"•r••• Pf'r capha n»t, fur period .... •• , ... • .. • ...... .. atO 

~:\7~~~~·~:;:! ~~~!.-d, -~d 'b~',id1;f-.-_· .... . ..... ........ . .... • ........... tr,O,OOOAO 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 

To ti,, Jf<morable &,,ir,/ 'ii Trwl,e.• rif the Imm lm!Uutlcn fur 
J'ttU~- lfind<d ChUJrrn, at Glmrrood, ltJu:a: 

GE:<Tt.•~Es-1 baud you herewith forh1spoctiooaud npproYal 
my report w, tn•~uur of thb institution, for the eleventh 
biennial period, viz: frc III July 1, 1~!15, to July 1, IA07 

Tho attached statement shows an acrou at o! all moneys on 
hand at the bl'ginnlog of the period, all m~neys rce<?ived dur, 
ing lh11 period, from what souroo recch·od, tho total ainount 
~"l"ed, the amounu paid out on the order or the superintend
ent, and the amount on hand in each !und at th<' closu of tho 
period. Yours very truly, 

J. E. ,r1cKIIA}I, 

;rrca&Urrr. 



84 INSTirOTION FOR FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN, 

CIRCULAR. 

Tbll inst.U.utloo was establlabed by the Slxte&at.b General Assembly of 
the ~tato ot Iowa lo the ye&r 18161 and 1oca"6d at. Gleowood, ln the bulldlng 
formerly occupied by tho ■oldlera' orpb.ans. 

The object or t.bl1 tnatitutlon 18 to provide speolt.l O'leans of tmprovemeot. 
to that clau of chUdreo so do.dolent in mind or a.ftllct.ed wltb auoh m&rked 
pecullarltlca of lntelleot. a., to deprlve tbem of the benellt.a and prlvllegeaof 
o\.her ednca.t.lonal 1o&tltuttoos and ordltuu•y mot.hods of IDetruot\on. 

The education imparted to thl• class locludes no\. only 'tibe simple ele.
ment.l of lnstruc&.loo of our common schools, where that la pract.leablo, bu\ 
embrace.a a oourao of t.ralotog In the more pract.tca.l ma1.ter8 of everyday 
life, and the cult.l'la.tloa of ha.blt1 or eloanlloe.a, propriety aod eelf-rellance, 
,o al! LO dovolop a1d enlarge their aapaclt.y for u.eful oecupa1.tone. 

To promoto tbe~e objec~ children "lll r&eol\•e 1ucb education, and 1uoh 
moral and hy&leolo t.roatmont, u tbelr peculiar and varied condltlonB 
dcmaod. 

Mental tmboclllt.y depGGda upon &Ome abnurmal or imperfectly developed 
condttioo ot tho pbyslcal 11y11om, a ooodltloo in wblob the nervou1 orgaot
zat.lon I.a ea:peclally de.toot.he, prevent.log \he harmonious t.od 01.tural devel• 
ment. of t.he mental and moral powers. 

Idiots and tmbaclles, as a rule, are feeble lo body as well as 1n mind. 
Their gatt and voluntary movements are generally awkward and slow, and 
their 1pocl1l 1eosD1 inaot.lve, uoduveloped, and wanting in nervous and 
muscular power. Pbyaloal training and deYelopment, t.hereCore, a-.re 
e,acntlal lo order that. t.beh· mental lmprovemen~ many booome permanent, 
bence the importance and necesalt.y of gymnasllc and callatbcmlo exerolees 
ln t.belr treatment. 

Tho vory reeble powor ot at.i.eot.lon muat. be oultlv•tod &nd locreued by 
t.be most. &.tt.r&ett ve me.a 011. Tbe apeclal soneos must. bo trained a.ad edu· 
catcd. vicious habits a:ro to be correct.ed, and the idea of obcdleac.e arid 
coral obllgalJon mutt.. bo planh·d aod nourisbod.. 

Somo, -boareonly backward and are undeveloped, from being mlaunder-
1tood. or abuse.d, ean be brough\. out and recla.laied by epoclal meana. 
Many ot.bere can be a.rreet.ed lo their downward cour1e1 mado orderly aad 
obedient, dootle, and loduatrlo\18; n.nd all ean bo improved Jn t.beir reneral 
eondlt.loo and hablte . 

. In order t.o eecure t.hese bleselngtJ to this affllctcd,clu.1, t.hoy mU&t h~ve 
tba.t ap&elal care, t.rea.tmeia&. aod inBtruc&.lon, whtob cannot be obta.loed hi 
tbef&mlly &t. bomo, or ln private medical pracl-lco,or by any of t.be ordinary 
methods of education; 11.nd it l1 only In 2ome lnHll.ullon, well arranred and 
directed (or the accomplishment. of t.bose 1pe.clal objuots, that they caa 
r&eelve auob boneftl.8. Et.ch lndlvldual caee must be et.udled, and t..reated 
u lWI peouliaritte1 dem1ad. .. 
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Every child and youth t'6Sidlng lo the etat.o. bee.ween the are, of 6 and 
21, who, by reason of de8.clent lnt.e1loct, ls rendered unablo to aoqutre an 
ed.uoaUon la c.he common school.a, shall bo entitled to receive tho pbJaicat 
and mental t..r1lniag, and care of 1.hli inetltutton at. the oxpenSG or t.bo etate. 

Tbe special system of lnstruct.lon, t'ralnlng aod management. adbored to 
In t.bi1 111.Ult;ut.lon readen it. a desirable reeldeac.e for all cblldreo of t,hl• 
elus. 

Application (or admt .. ton ,ball be made: Fir.I, by the (albor and 
mot.her, or ei&.bor of those 1J only one par-ent le llvlnr; second, by guardian 
duly appol.ot.ed; t.hlrd, lo all other case, by t.he board of eupervlsore of t.be 
county lo whlcb ,bo child re,tdeo. h •hall ho tho duty or ,uch board of 
1upervi90n to make 8Ueh appllea.tloo for any aucb cbUd t.bat. baa no It vtng 
aaoe parent or guardian ln tho atat,1 uoleas such child is comfort•bly pro
vided for already. 

T be form lor application for admltsloo into t.be inet.ltut.lon 1hall be such 
u the t.ruat.ee1 prescribe, and each a.ppllcatJon ehall be accompanied by 
anawera to auoh lntorrogaiorios a.at.be tru&Leee ~ball requlre propounded. 

The in8t.U.utJoo is uoder the manag-ement oC medical oftlc01·a, and t.bo 
tnmatoa receive all ordlnary me-dlcal and hospital treatment Cree of charge. 

Tho progre:a.a and tmpro,·emeot o( tho cblldren hH been very eocou.ra
glng, 110d parent.I and frionds al moat. lnvarla.bly ox press eatl&faction with the 
results of Lble t.rainlog. 

The lnatltut.ton Is open dally, e:r:oopt Sundays, Sat.urday1 and vacation 
period. Viel tors and the public, nt. all reasonable hours, aro not only cor
dially lovlted to vlelt our 1cbool1 but. a.re earnest.Jy nquost.cd todo ,r,o. The 
tobool year conal&ts of ton montbe, beglo..oing tho fir,t, week to Sept.ember 
and ending the lut or June. Dur1og the vacation tho children &ro permitted 
to vhlt. home at. the requen and expen@o or pa.t'ents or guardians. 

Esch child admitted •b"U ho provided with a~ least tbroo change• or 
clothing, which wlll be ..eglstered wbon child le admlltoo. Suob clo•htng 
as may be needed subsequently wlll bo furnished by t.be auporlntendent 
roglet.ered, &nd a bill of tbe aame rendered. 

1 

Al a mat.tor ot eonvealeoce, lheso blUs will be gent quarterly to the 
11.udltor of tho couoty in wblcb the pa roots re.aide, so that t.hoy c&n be 
eet.tled by eald p&rent9 near home. 

The board of aupervJsors of 68ld county ehall determine aa to the abutty 
of said paroate to pay their btlls 10 rendered, and lo c.aso of toabtUty they 
shall bo p&ld by tho county. 

ton1::t~tber information deelred wtll bo cbeorfully rlvon by t.ho auporln-

F. M. POW&tt, 
Supcrinttadcnt. 




