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REPORT.

OrFicE OF SECHRETARY OF BTATE,
Des Momses, lows, July 1, 1807, i
To Mis Excellency, Fravcis M. Drake, Governor of lowa:
Sin—In complisnce with the statutes defining the duties of the secre-
tary of state, | have the honor to submit herewith my report of the trans-

sctions of the land department for the bleanial period, begloning July 1,
1868, ud ending Jupe 30, 1897,

For detallod of the busi for that period, referonce is
made w0 the exhibits showlag the ¥ of lands belongiog to the

sovernl congrosslonal grants to the state. The major part of the labor
performed by the land depariment, such as making coples of field notes,
plats, records of patents, ete , It is 0ot practicable to report.

The work of the land department is of the charsoter, that in the per-
formance of the same, tke utmost cautlon and care is required. So many
of the former blennial reports of this departmens have given s history of
muunl ma grants to the state of lows, and the proceedings of the
sate i

fore, confined mysslf principally to the wmulmlu- fu- the past two
yoars, except where other P are d d proper for con-
sldoration herowith.
mmwmwuﬂq:mnlm.mp-u ware lssued
by the state, eylog to individuals and corporations  total of 24,327.15
LN
There ls still rocelved from the general governmont a few patents lor
swamp sod railrosd lsnds. l!lnlnpe-lbl.huw‘l Ih number of acres
of the swamp sad railroad land grants w0 ap
patant, hnlhqunmglluhrn- mmm_lm
summarizes tho transactions of the land department during the last blonnial
peoriod, relating to conveyanoces of the several land grants by the state:
LANDS PATENTED.
mwm—n Erant
Ealine lands grant,

Em!ii
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LANDE PATENTED—CosTiNUeD.

Cusey purchase ...
Bwamp land grant.
Hallroad land grants ...
To correct title ll.lﬂl.oh-riurlmdn i

Total quantivy patented. . ox wrmeeinrannsas e SHIERS

From n careful examination of l.he tract books and other records in this
office, [ find that, of the lands belonging to the several grants to the state,
there remains subject to patent the following aoreage:

LANDE UNPATENTED,
Sixteenth #oction grant.......
Five bundred thoussnd nores ms
University geant..........
Baline lands grant...
Agricaltural college

Ousey purchase, lands. ...
Bwamp and rallroad lands

The following statement ;im lh quamhy uf unsold -hnol lands and
University lands as exhibited by reports recelved from the county suditors,
and from Lovell Swisher, Esq., treasurer of the State University at lows
Clty:

LANDE UNSOLD.

Univorsity INnas (AORAIS, 610 .. .vvrvcrviceoeesvessee sererreeesiosss woveeos MO mfn
Total unsold....... .. . x5

WNMHMMMQEM'HINMM
their proper headings and exhibits.

mduumhndnmummmmtmnhjulwhw
tion in the presence of the clerk by parties having an Interest thereln, and
certified coples of records are furnished for a ressonable foe. The fees
received by the land department for the biennial term ended June 30, 1807,
amounted to $301.45. These fees have been paid into the state treasury as
provided by law. Respectlully submitted,

G. L. DoBsoxn,

1897.] LAND DEPARTMENT. 5

THE SCHOOL LANDS.

The school lands proper of the state comprise what is known as the
SB00.000 scred grant,” the sixteenth seotlon of each congresslonsl town-
abilp, nod the lands bid off on behall of the state on foreclosure of mortgage
glven 10 secure school fond loans.

The law provides that no petent shall be lssued for school lands, except
upon the certificate of the county auditor, setting forth the appralsed value
per aore, name of person to whom sold, date of sale, price per acre, amount
pald, name of porson making final payment, and of person who is antitled
to the patent, and, |f entltled by assignment from the original purchaser,
setilng forth fully such asslgnment. The law forblds the issue of patent if
theso facts are not set forth In the certificate of final payment.

Where the land has been sold on o partial credit and contract entered
into with the purobaser, such contract I sssignable, but the eertifloate of
finsl payment ls pol assigoable. The palent must Issue to the party to
whom the certificate ls lssued. The certifieste must show that the con-
tract embraced only the lands for which patent is saked. The tract books
in the land department wre ruled in & manner =0 as to record each tract by
e llest logul subdivislons, 1t seotlon, township and range, to whom
wold, and when, the sppralsed and purchase price per acre, to whom pat-
anted, and when.

All patents lssued by the state are delivered free of charge.

There Is yet unpatented 41,225.37 acres of the 500,000-acres and sixtoenth
sootlon grants, and 3,114.20 remain unsold.

During tho last two years §,076.07 nores of school lands were patented.
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SIXTEENTH SECTION GRANT.

STATEMENT No. L

Showing for the biennial period ended June 30, 1897,
1. Total pumber of acres in each county.
2, Total oumber of acres patented,
8. Number of acres patented during the Jast two years.
& Nudiberof o Iniag unp q

LAND DEPARTMENT.

STATEMENT No. l—Cosrmmuen,

COUNTIES,

I ot conm-

ty.

Total No. acres

|

| Total No acres

No. of acres

remaining vo-

patnnted.

No, of ncros

yours.

No. of acres
ruc-mddnr-
ng last two

remaln
paten;

No. of seres
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1 STATEMENT No. & FTATEMENT No. $—Cowmvown,
I ! Giving the number of acres of the sixtecnth section school land patented dur —_— = = — — = -
I.q‘ the ht( two years, wul name of patentee and date of patent. | & s ™ or
| = — — e —— — — FARTS OF AECTION ? k| g £ NAME O GRANTER r:":“
| | : | = <
I FAKTS OF SBOTION £ § ‘!: NAME GF GRANTEE e T — —
| | P _i B2 < % utne plwial = :7?”5:".'. Whoasiay . 5 1m8
BOGNRE COUNTY | v b gty T L HE 1 s | -
ww i of nw |l mlm| ® |T.I 0llmers......000nnnr Jan. 15, vt - s RISIR| 1B |Jaenioties | = 1
| I - & % ol ne iy l: I:‘ “ ‘: n'llulu:‘n Wheatley | Waw, 17, l:
||' nw b Of 8 M...ou.... w| m{m| © |Augost Ploper........... Jun. 16, 1087 Ll it 2 e ] P £ e —— s o
1
WUENA YINTA COUNTY. ! - "
atlof . ... M| m|ee  |Jobs H Mildreth.........|Sepl 3, 108 MeRIOR OOUDETY
CALWOUS £OTNTY b F L) HE AR ':':..’“7.‘.'.'.'..:'3‘-'«'-; o m
WHOT 8O M. 2uveban ol | | ® | Noah Btmpeon.............| Do 10, 14 btk gl R = J
| Tokal : Lol | 1=
CHICKARAW DOUNTY. |
sRofaw iy : vh Mimiun|n BT Shaler. ... ... Aug. 5, IS OB COCNTY l
p N | B B| e Mt U RIS
pw it | nlm] e | woo Wi | May 18, e ny ' 1 1
Tuotal | -
M| siE| o R Warren.. ... ... | Oct. 8 168 rau‘ ALTO COUNTYY, : |
W W i huenem «o] Dk, ol o m) w | % | Raiph B Smith. .........| Feb 55 108
W H | Oustaf BOeR: s gcu!-'l'ﬂ * W ‘- s | o
! 97w | 15668 | Oharies M. Varney . ... | Juse 55, 8 | .\infn-\‘. e "l = ﬁl | Wilkam . Hones . ......| Jone 38 087
s g e el . JEN L Jan. 36 194
i = . F T BOTK OVDNTY |
o w iy of wnd
= = o i’;EE "'h'l iy i WOt @ | Peter A Anderson.. ... | Feb. 5, 1
ol W ot 1, |
1o | 80 .}{uufu“"'i"* .
M| wle uuwp.mmmm
= l’i_ "”"::&B T TR Mar. 4 10
................ b ) > 0
-
e alne . wimle W | Mobert Jamison. ... | July 1L T
L
100 t{mm B&iﬂ .hﬂmm“" wl ot s m | John Melirtde......ooo. | Junens 1o
o Y ERNTES COTFYY
» ol ew iy Tl w| mlm| w | Jeants Csmpbell ........ | Apetl 3 1
Mresasranes [ .
30 oy e e ok 4 a--w: {1 R PSS, o,
Y ) m e e | deary ¥ Walltng..........| July &8
-nJ'u"n' e 1| || 10 | Anarew B McReone......| Doc. m 1w ij "‘f‘f“ a g 3 r. Wisen.... &éa
COUNTY. . ARM oes os
wynaw ety | ulwlu] @ fsseveie .. v e ot I .« E . |
X Eil | T PSRRI [T -
vives E ! ’ 3 ‘ -u” rrriieeee] M| W] 0 | Jnmes Benter ... May 1n, l-
ot HEC ol o — Aesreesta o otncres | .
B Jua. 10, 199
L




' ! 10 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. HE 1867.) CARY DA R 1
I STATEMENT No 4.
1
1| v 3 Giving the number of acres of the 500,000 acres school Innds patested dar-
I I IR IOV TRHINCD SORNE GEAY. ing the last two years, with name of patentee and date of patent.
| | . e —— e
| STATEMENT No. 3. PARTS OF SEOTION. | g | ; j | E HAME OF GMANTER ';:';_:;;'
; Showing for the biennial period ended June 30, 1897, LI5S LN ., a
| 1. Total number of acres and the having selccti ““3?:-5‘::;:::1“ Al alala [Etivem: o !ml. e
| 2. Total number of acres pateated. L @ % of nwig of se i [m] =|™ | B B 1% Rue .o Sepe m. 1me
| i‘ Namb ::ma:, ot durfny‘lhtllul LWo years. N o e
_— i 0 T et covmy | m| m| 2| w Joseph Ohapman., . Now, =, 1AM
2 & P
§§ Eg EEE EE' % T~ 3t} o 1) | m| © | Melisss Wickwire ......| Nov. 18 188
ia - = -
-Ek i3 iili i-ﬁg PR P v 6| @ || e John P Hopking....... |Sept. B 1m0
E Es%d | &8
3 g g"!' & Eli | B|s| s | Kidwilor,......... | Feb 18 1ne
— sl GRIIEIOB. oo s oee | ApF] B, 10
1300 f‘.ﬁﬂ “aseh - § 10 | fames Bammond ... | April 20, 1696
:ﬂ":g :’“.ﬁa E% B % w0 |Wiiam Bricer......... Aug 1% 190
- -
| Rk “ ] mli| w Nov. M. 1%
:ﬁn Bes | No.
H 885 | 5 a
g | Haa | e B4 8 Hareh B
ek | SIS G| Phc] =
ise | mamae ... 15178 .
w' r&.ﬁ : 15351 W | W, Lewis Brinson...... |April 20, 158
i SR : ;E! 7 ® [Jebn T.seott. . [0 2 v
2,400 65 | couNTY
£ 'tﬂz ; PR RO 0 | Olaries ¥, Alden........|March 9%, 1807
| WARKEN CORN Y,
g ;"ﬁﬁ = “;l,‘kn,nrn"'u.u!u‘-." R ] |l | July %, 1,
€06d ... .. AgErogate Ko of seresl ...
E y BTATEMENT No. 8.
s | Oiving descriptive st of the 500,000 acres school lands remaining unpat-
w5 ented, at the close of the bienninl period, with the numes of the counties
saan | i
: ADAME COUNTY, =
Bl samy. s HE
B 0f e A ot e 0o me WLl |
Total.. :

cilessibasnntiraie




e

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE.
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LAND DEPARTMENT.

1897.]

STATEMENT No. s—CosTisvEn.
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wov| $38%|§ gEsgegeEEsusssesses|y 3IE9|5 FRRSNA[E I%(e SeRsssscsesessessges
o | EER = i ; BRBRAR | 23 | ITASIAIITIRAACARBAAR
| .::.L E=EE ==SEFESEEEESEESSESE | UNER :  EEEREE 82 . EELUBEEESSERREEERRER
i m|.\_WMu FRUTT=E=CSIAXTARTTR | R=NE THeEnN e LT L T RS e L
_ T OE e
| ; FHEE 3 :
g : Poiii :
g _ : P s
M : m w - i
i “ : Bii: s
ol & [3: : Pgitii JPE s padiiiiad
Bl E B b
= = = = : - - & i T
A : ; P miiil { : i
gl g i ik .", Flie m (ELEETEA
< (B ] : LAt mu i A
Ll F s X 3 T3 iadisis BE
|3 : i djiEm g :
|8: : | ey : ipE:
| ] 1N PR it
_ 3 : KK. m.. 2.3 : “l. B - o
B B
M e e T T
= n.,n!l ¥
Hi% wets g.ﬂddﬂd
2R RG> T TAT gy AR
RSt e
- - -~y X
i g =z 8 z E s8R L
_1&04 FFED 1 ﬂUﬂ ﬂu_. &ﬁ.ﬂ-gn ] ®383F
[osuwy | == ag | cewsesey 1T g 2 2322 1 FARER
| wacy| sEzszzssssssEEssEsEss | S8 . SEE9ENED | B ® 2333z : TERRE
_ 8____ eescRARNS-CEAEE2E- e S ® veews . 33RNA
i i TR
P

PARTS OF SBCTION.

ALLAMAKER COUNTY.
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FTATEMENT No. b-~Uoxvisvan.

STATEMENT No s—0osTINURED.
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STATEMENT No. 6

Giving the mortgage school lands pateated during the last two years, with
name of patentee and date of patent

=18 3
FARTS OF SECTION. ; ; 5| E NAME OF GRANTER. ey
| &|d)| £ :

.lld"'kl“t‘ll mrsrrr al wl s

i -
:"-:1‘60', SRR LN irerd Hlwl s *m.m: H. G. MUer....ccuioniie Deoa. 35, 1595

CHICKASAW COUNTY,

oo i of ow M. 3 WM 4 Henry B. Newling........| Jan. 22 180
DRECATUR COUNT

swigofsw i, .. = )M 0 aoas| July 20, 1568

n';ntruek ) oe | “w | Miny 1, 1808

ne 3]

B .. a5 | 60| L G G. Oarlon M 1. 1508
awd ot 0| elsl b |HLFW Jurio 16, 10
BW i 0f 6w X | 3| T0 (2| 40 |Charles Won +| Miwr. B8, 1807

POWESHIEK COUNTY.
R R R 4| 15| 10 |Leonidas Royee.......... | July 22, 1508
ENSTEH COUNTY.
nw M of sw M. o 12| W7 | & # | Lowis Morreis ......ccocae Feb. 24, 1508
MN(LI:MEMMG coolia.o] 001008

UNSOLD SCHOOL LANDS.

STATEMENT No. 7

Giving by particular description the unsold school lands, as reported by the
county auditors, and omitting the names of counties having no unsold

assaBEEEsEsEERsas| i
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1897, | LAND DEPARTMENT. 17

BTATEMENT No. —Cosrisuan,

o 1
g "
COUNTY. PANTS OF SROTTON. 4 E (2| B
2 v
2|8 |d] < |
1 ont ... W% of AW 4., 18 || s0 Sizteenth section,
::gom sHolnwX. . 15| 0|43 80 Sixtesnth soction.
Total, ..|.... sanefnas 100
ook ne i of so i, 108 40 Hixteonth section,
 prssiad dugd b g 0| wi|24| 9 |Sixtonsh section.
el
Tkl aife e wasfines] 90
1] 100 |2 |10 | Sixteenth section.
xﬂ:? 0] 100 |29 | 180 Bixteanth sectlon,
i 1] o0 (360 |8 nection
nesuth W 10| 5|10 Eection.
anut 18| 100 50 (160 | Sixteonth section.
Cossut 18 | 100 | 30 | 180 | Sixteenth section,
1B =4 Sixwenth soction.
10 | B4 |48 | 40 Hixteenth section.
16 B 48 W@ Sixteenth woction,
W) B[4 | 40 |Bixteenth section,
10| S5 48| @0 Bixtoenth soction.
" &5 |m| 2 Sixteenth wection,
M| &G W Hixteonth section.
m LA soction.
16 88|43 40 L] wection,
] 42| 0 B snction,
] g “l o« section.
1] @l w #oction.
10| B8 l43| 40 si soction.
1 || 40 1 soction.
IR =itk ik hais i danan 250
Almplenmbcrnr nores uuow a1 &
THE STATE UNIVERSITY LANDS,
The State Uni Innds emt two lonal granta—the

University grant and the Salioe land graat; also. lands soquired under
sheriffs’ deeds snd donsted landsa Of the University grant there is yet
unpatented 653.41 acres, of the Saline lands 1,570.09 acres, and of other
lands 840 ncres.

There were 320.02 sores of the Unlversity lands pateated during the
1ast two years, as shown by descriptive statement herewlth.

Lovell Swisher, Esq., treasarer of the Btate University at Iowa Clty,
kindly furnished me with a complete 1ist of the unsold University lands, ue
exhibited in statement No, 11 ia this report.

The aggregate of unsold University lands is 3,003.60 acres.
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UNIVERSITY GRANT. SALINE LANDS PATENTED.
NT No. 8,
! | \ STATEMENT No FANTE OF SEOTION. | E}i g NAME OTF (IMANTRE. | "P:;HII?TT
| ! Showing for the biennial period ended June 30, 1897 ! | < |
1 ‘ 1. Total number of acres approved to the state. 1 a1 = == ===
2. Total mumber of acres patented. ! "‘3:::;'.‘.-’-4-3'5: ol PN @ | Lewis McOoy......... ....| Bopt 00, 18
8. Number of acres ining uny ted Bl el wl wim] ' weisem Wosdie...oon.os. Fept. 0, 1868
4. Number of acres patented during the last two years. Total.......c..oee S O B
&. Number of acres ining ansold.
| — - — SALINE LAND GRANT.
a T a i e
g 4 ag E;* EE STATEMENT No. 10.
2 %3 % 3-;3 ¥ Showfn; for the biennial period ended June 80, 1897
COUNTIES, | =8 £ |23 1. Total number of acres iv the grant.
B i! 23; Total number of acres patented,
i |3 g | 3 Namber of acre remaitiog wopstented
= e = 4 Number of acres patented du: the last two years.
& Number of acres remaining u June 30, 1867.
Appanoose, . L o :
[ > | naisas | agisa G - — :
LT 17,90 =3 . 8
| Tamor | s !5 3 4
8.2y S| | B i
| Ceeses | eesies cou §5. | E EF 335 £
(e | ame i | af | ] i il
| | v , 3 g : gz [Ed%k §
: aa‘.ﬁ I.i-lﬂrl I 1500085 | 11,740.00 l.:ll ™) ::3“
E (™| 6. : | e vy s g
18|18 .LE_. il B &
5,024, B4 | 0.975.43 | a8 " ieb
o | T ea | 1 | Lo
B UNIVERSITY LANDS PATENTED. UNRIVERSITY LAND-UNSOLD.
STATEMENT No. 11,
MENT No. 9
HRAES ! Giviag & list of the unsold State Usiversity lnnds, which Jist was kindly fur
Giving a description of the Ul ty lunds p duriag the lnst two nished biy Lovell Swisher, treasurer of the State Usiversity.
years, with name of pateatee and date of patest. .
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BALINE LAND GEANT-UNSOLD.

é 5 WiAT
PANTS OF BROTION. i g g g Amﬂw'
H - 3

B0 M OE D8 Moaricneicannnne 2| W0lm L
aw i of se . 81| (| @
ne i of ne 4 0] 7|18 “w
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o l&nl ne M.. w 0 | 18 w0
aw i of nw M 10 0 (18| 40
wa M of ow i, 10 0| 18 an nn
ne i of 5w W 1w 1 W
ow iy of se iy [ 18 4“0 T
ne wotu M. L] 0 | 18 “
nw X of se i 8| 0|8 “
mw i of ne i 1 " w0
aw i ofne iy 1 "
L 1 T
ne i of ne E 1
8o & of se i 2 T
nw W of nw i m ] "
uw g of sw iy 11 18 10
no W of sw i n b 1
ww iy of 5w iy n " T
we X of swig m
::\:‘o?h':: 2| i

ne M
:n.!“‘t;l'u“h“ ®| W w

? n
uonatua.. I.é g g i ity
aw b of B i LB ]
u&t"otn L AR AL
nw W of se iy | ool
Be i of ow 4 B ey
RAEY HEH BRI
nw udw‘ ] 2 ﬁum" "
l-lanfnu T = Ayne,
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ne g of sw §< s nyne.
e i of nw & nyne.
Total.

m:s-t'utﬂil-r-

EExezsseasg! Tows.

aw
e ofow i, oo
Total ..ocoo. . ssasmsrevnas

BUEFEHENERE | Range.

1897.] LAND DEPARTMENT. 2

REAL ESTATE WELD RY THE STATE UNIVERSITY OBTAINED UNDER FORE-
OLOBURE OF LOANE MADE BRY THE UNIVERSITY AUTHORITIES

I WHAT
COUNTY SITU-
ATED.

FANTE OF SROTION

Johusm,
Johnson.

.
Poweshiok.

Dnirersity grant . ...ooienninn
Ballue grant. P
Donated lands sevadnsann buaw
By foreclonure ... ..o

Aggrogate unsold. .
One city lot.

THE AGRIDULTURAL COLLEGE LANTS

The Agricaltural College lands were sequired by two cong
grants, by purchase and donstion.

By the College grant of 1882, 204,300.30 acres were noquired, The Five
seotion grant embraced 3,200 nores; the purchase, known as * Cusey Pur-
chase,” contalned 1502318 acres, and donsted lands amounting te about
1,577.58 nores. The Five section lands have all been sold and patented.

Darlng the last bisnnlal period 11,919.68 acres of the College grant, and
320 nores of the Cusey purchase were patented, making a total of 12,230.66
nores.

There s yet unpatentod of the College grant 12,034.28 nores, and of the

1,253 18 nores; a total of 15,257.48 scres unpatented.

Stalemont No 15 in this report gives a descriptive list of unp
College lands; also the number of lease lssued by the College suthoritles
to said landa.

The of the Agr 1 College sud farm are suthorized to sell
or lease all of the lands granted to the siste by act of congress approved
July 2 1862, None of sald lands shall be sold
made by the trustees of the college in the year

g
i
£
|
£

mas, for & kerm not exceeding ten years, tho lessee to pay B por cent per
annum in advance, upon the price of ssld land.
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In all cases where leases of lands executed
renewed ten years after the date of the arlgh:}?l t;:;n;:«:xhr:;haq
interest in such lands of the lessee shall be subject to unaumentp d s
tion as real property, such leasehold interest to be assessed hxod“ o
;’I;for:::cn;::qu ?::i la.lle :e made or tax deed issued llke u;her m‘lnec::tl:
ra sale has the right
the lease, and in the event of no mdifamp:o?gr;:nw:‘x.::l: :: ln‘:.pd e
from the state for the leased land. e

AGRIOULTURAL COLLEGE GRANT.

STATEMENT No. 12.

Showing for the biennial period ended June 30, 1897:
i’ :ﬂﬂ hn:-ma;bcr of acres in county having selections.
2. Namber of acres patented during the last two years.
3. Total omm'ber of meres patented. ;
4, Number o ‘acres remaining unpatented.

B
3

Number ncres
patented.

5,897 [ e
S| -an| (EE
719, 000 | TRed | EIH0
5IG06T | 4000 | veoer | 160.00
ltz | dem| % i’h”ﬂ
EABT.00 || EARTED .. e
L R
4000 ekl 1 s

| st -
ol e | S o]
L2 00 [T 1 e
o | i
190,58 ]
4,645.45 404845
04,500.0 | 11,019 60 | 198,975.00 | 15,0808

1807.] LAND DEPARTMENT. ag

COLLEGE LANDS—CUSEY FURCHASE.

STATEMENT No. 13
Showing for the hiennial period ended June 30, 1897
1. Totalq ity in purchase, ing the

were made.
2. Number of acres patented during the last two years,

8. Total number of acres patented.

in which the selections

4. Nomber of acres g aop
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AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE LANDS PATENTED.

STATEMENT No. 14.

Giving a description of the Agricultaral College lands patented during the
last two years, with name of patentee and date of patent.

COLLEGE GRANT.
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AGRICULTURAL OCOLLEGE—CoNTINUED,
+ ) 4
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AGRICULTURAL QOLLEGE—Costisoen
i . _';: 2 [ DATE OF
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AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE LANDS—-UNPATENTED.

STATEMENT No. 15
Giving herewith a list of the unpatented Agricultural College lands; which
list was farnished by Herman Knupp, Bsq., of Ames, lowa, land agent af
the Agricultural College, wio has charge of these Jands. The college lands

are now under lease.
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SWAMP LANDS.

The act of congress of Septombor 28, 1850, granting to the states “all
legal subdivisions, the greater part of which s wet and unfit for cultiva-
tion,” had its origin in the purpose of providing a fund with which to con-
struct levees and draln swampy places. The leglslature of lows, in 1863,
graoted the swamp lands to the several countles having lands of the char-
actor contemplated by the wet of 1860, and authorized the use of the pro-
coeds of their enles for county purposes, other than those provided in the
grant of 1850, snd congress has conceded to this diversion.

There have been selected, approved and patented to the state of Towa
1,188,452.58 scres ol swamp lands in place, and as swamp land Indemnity
lands, patented 31163207 mcres, making » total of 1,500,08586 acres,
patented to the state under the swamp land laws, since Septamber 23, 1850,
to June 30, 1867,

The state has also received 8544,172.07 s cash indemnity. Noswamp
land ind ity has been all d the state of lowa during the two years
ended June 30, 1807,

During this period 1,860.92 sores of swamp lands were patonted by the
stato to the countles In which the same sresituated. This quantity includes
the bed of & lake known as “Calro Lake," sltuated in Hamllton county and
embracing 1,373 aores. Calro lake was dered in 1840, subseq iy
draloed, a private survey made of the lake bed, an application for patent
graoted, and it was patented to the state under the swamp land grant, and
was conveyed to the county December 14, 1865,

SEWAMP LANDS—-PATENTED.

STATEMENT No. 16

Givieg a description of the swamp lands patented by the United States to the
atate of Iowa during the last two years, the same having been pateated
by the state to the counties in which they are situnted, -

s o st ilf RNE=S
POLPY PTCTAEN oy ARRIOMI, 71 12§ ROPHIN Py
WA LW K e e essveiss aseee] T[981]  8h4 | Nov. w1008
B o ylzie| s.lm 2
Total 3 £

1897.] LAND DEPARTMENT. 20

STATEMENT No. W-Cowvisven.

| g5 |  parsor
PARTS OF NRCTION, 1 E [ pATE OF
| #|8|2 g ool
HANILTON COUNTY. 1| |
7|8 |y
LAk
of 5 & Bllum | pe woms
unsurveysd portion B4 {f
| 1|8 |5
.lﬂ|!ﬂ|t\ ]
HUMBOLDT COUNTY.
Y T L TETTTTI Ienandiere sesiiin T|s o | Nov. W 14
ool aw . LB 18 | Now. B, 16
L ™1 — { 5418
MONONA COUNTY,
e T I R, ilu AR '.'-r.solhn.. 4, 10T
FALD ALTO COUNTT. |
AR S hannenpenns < IR o Jul 17, L8
i |3wl@| & |%F e
Aggregato pumbor of aore. .....cees ] 1,800 W2 |
-»wwun" dored in 180; wob Iy dradnied, private survey made of
. applica for nt granted, paten o ihe state usder the pro-
m:f "h"'p.bu' lm;mf nF IIII..M. by &a state to Hamilton county, patentod
Decombur 14, 159,

THE RAILROAD LANDS.

mmb;mmbdﬂh;w:ﬂrﬂm.nml
i by the Luals of the g | land office, and his Sodings
to the depar with & view to their fnoal adjustmens. The
datlons to the depart are chiefly relative to the recovery of
title to lands found to have bees erroneously certified or patentod under
the rallroad
ndwmm:flhlmmvm“dhnhm#dm
12, 1564, %o aid In the construction of the railroad koown as the Sloux Cliy
& St. Panl rallroad, was completad and submitted to the department In 1833,
A wult was instituted for the recovery of title to 21,670.85 acres of land
Mnﬁwunmnpkmdwthmmhmolmqnam:w
hich i titled.
‘mm“msdthmmalmmﬁlhm
hhmdmudﬂmﬂmmm.ﬂ?’w
court of the United States, on October 1, 1895, rendered its in the

onse and awarded the lands to the United States, aud they were restored to

try aftor dun public notlee.
;unu‘:mmu':mnwmmnuMnmm,
Milwaukes & St. Paul Rallway company, conveying 081.40 acres under the
mdmduwltlﬂl,nl-wﬂhudmw&-wm
& Missour River Rallroad company for 40 scres, uader the aet of May
15, 1868,
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The following described tracts were erroneous
States to the state of Tows, and by the state to
River Railroad company, under the act of con,
to-wit: The nw 1 of nw + and the se ¢ of se } of section 13

s s township 97,

north range 25 west, and the se t of aw  of section 27, township 87 nl(;rt.h
range 32 west, the secretary of the interior having praviously approved the
sald tracts to the state under another and different act from that usder
which they were conveyed to the said rallroad company

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railwa :

| o A Y company, successor of 4
MeGregor & Missour] River Rallroad company, has exw\i’wd and du’ill:er::

to the state ol Towa quitolalm deeds, releasi
e ik L sing all title and Interest in and

ly patented by the [Tnited
the MoGregor & Missour]
gress approved May 12, 1884,

RAILROAD LAND—PATENTED.

STATEMENT No. 17.

Giving a description of the lands conveyed to the sta
te of Towa by the
United States, under the acts of Mgy 15, 1856, and May 12, ISMTM

conveyed by the state during the last ¢ ; also
i wo years; also showing dates or

382 45
i i
g ‘E_‘ﬂfﬁ NAMES OF STATES' GILANTERS. ‘E: ‘
g | EEsd g:i
120 I &
i g : 3
bE S R o A
z April 6, 18581/ Chleago, Mil, & St Paul Ry, Co.[May & 1880
1806 Chleago, 8t. Paul . Qo 2,
A0
8 M B i M P S0k,
[

40 |A Bap. & Mo. Biver R. B. Co [May 19, 1897

-%aldhu.mhln_ The state certlfied list to the ralirond company

THE DES MOINES RIVER IMPROVEMENT GRANT.

The following deseribed tracts of land, viz: The w4 of se ¢ nod ne § a‘

1807.] LAND DEPARTMENT. 81

by Reuben Mathews, and having pald the state in full for same he was enti-
tled to & patent therefor, but by mistake a patent wus issued to him for cor-
responding tracts in township 77, range 19, which tracts were the property
of another party. [n conformity with chapter 128, scts of the Twenty-Afth
General Assombly, the state of Tows on the 10th day of October, 1805, &
patent lssued to said Reuben Mathews for the tracts of land described in
township 77, range 20, being the tracts originally purchased by him.

In accordance with the provisions of the act of March 3, 1803, the sec-
rotary of the {nterior appointed Robert L. Berner as speclal agent of the
department to investigate the Des Molnes River land grani claims, to ascer-
tain the sum or sums pald by the holders of certifi or § (to lands
withinthelimits of the grant), thelr helrs or nssigns, to purchase the para-
mount title as settled by the decisions of courts, to ascertain the value of
the outstanding title In cases where such purchase has not been made and
40 obtaln other facts necessary to enable the Unlied States to properly and
aqultably sdjust the claims of persons who had entered upon suld lands,
recelving from the proper officers written evidence of entry or sattlement
upon sald lands. The list furnished for exsmination by the special agent
contalned 1,132 entries, embracing lands from the Rscooon forks to the
northern boundary of the stute of lown. The special agent reported to the
department an investigation of every entry furnished inthe list. Theaggre-
jgate of olalms reported for settlement amounted to #387,292.64. The appro-
pristion mude by congress for the payment of these claims has boan paid out
to clalmants, but thers are & large number of clafms yet to be disposed of.
Settlars who have suffered loss through a rell upon the er deel-
slons of government officials should be treated ln accordance with the broad-
est sentiments of equity, and that where a loss 1s spparent arising from
fairly supposed invitation of the goverament to settle upon the lsnds, such
lose should be made good.

I have thought it unnecessary to give the history of the Des Moines
River grant, but for the lnformation of parties interested In perfecting the
title to this class of lands I have given herewith & complete list of Des
Moines River land patents in the land department uncalled for. They will
bedelivared free of charge upon der of the ipt given the original |
purehaser, or, If such rocelpt Is lost, the proper affidavit by the owner in
fee will ba pted in lisu thereof.

L 8w £ of section 25, township 77, range 20, containing 120 scres, were &
) 'W#%Mmﬂhﬂtvﬁoﬁ&ukhﬁﬂmﬂmhﬁlmﬂwuﬁ r
- congress of August 8, 1846, The said tracts were purchased from the state
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SURVEYS.

Frequent inquiries are addressed to this office from the
county surveyors in regard to questions pertaining to the work
of restoring lost or obliterated corners and retracing lines of
government survey. By the Jaws of congress, such questions
are referrable to the commissioner of the general land office.

The archives of the surveyor-general's office, consisting of
the original field notes, plats, ete., were turned over to the
state by the general government when the office of surveyor-
general was discontinued.

From these records correct information can be furnished, or
if desired, certified copies of the same can be furnished for a
reasonable fee.

In the resurvey and subdivision of lands by county sur-
veyors, their deputies, or other persons, the rules prescribed by
acts of congress, and the instructions of the secretary of the
interior, shall in all respects be followed. By an act of the
Thirteenth. General Assembly, approved April 16, 18:0, it was
provided that ‘‘said rules and regulations sht_ﬂ.l be published in
pamphlet form under direction of the register of the siate
land office, and one copy furnished for the use of each county
surveyor.” Hon. O. C. Carpenter, while register of the state
lund office, made a careful compilation of the laws, rules and
instructions relating to the duties of county surveyors, which
was published in pamphlet form in compliance with law. Only,
a few copies of this pamphlet remain to supply the wants of

county surveyors, In response to an increasing demand from
county and local surveyors for information as to the proper
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methods of restoring lost or obliterated corners to their original
position, ete., the commissioner of the general land office
prepared the following general rules, which I have deemed of
sufficient interest to be properly made a part hereof:

RESTORATION OF LOST OR OBLITERATED CORNERS,

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
WasHinGTON, D. C,, October 18, 1804

The increasing number of letters from county and loeal surveyors
received at this office making Ingulry as to the proper method of restoring
to their orlginal position lost or obliterated corners marking the survey of
the public lands of the United States, or such a8 have been wilfully or
aceldentally moved from their original position, have rendered the prepars-
tion of the following general rules necessary, particularly as in & very large
number of cases the faels necessary to a thorough and intelligent under.
standing are omitted. Moreover, surveys baving been made under the
authority of different acts of congress, different results have been obtained
and po special law has been enacted by that suthorlty covering and regu-
lating the subject of the above named ioquiries Hence, the general rule
here given must be consldered merely as an expression of the opinlon of
this office on this subject, based, however, upon the spirit of the several
acts of congress authorizing the surveys, as construed by this office and by
United States court declsions. When cases arlse which are not covered by
these rules and the advice of this office ls desired, the letter of inquiry
should always contain a description of the particular eorner, with reference
to the township, range and sectlon of the publie surveys, 10 enable this
office to consult the record.

An obliterated corner |s one where no visible evidence remains of the
work of the orlginal surveyor in establishing it. Its location may, how-
ever, have been preserved beyound all question by acts of land owners, and
by the wemory of those who knew and recollect the true situs of the
original monument. 1l such cases it s not s lost corner.

A fost corner is one whose position cannot be determined, beyond reason-
able doubt, either from original marks or reliable external evid Sur-
veyors sometimes err in their declsion whether a corner is to be treated as
lost or only obliterated.

SBurveyors who have been Unlted States deputles should bear In mind
that In their private capacity they must act under somewhat differant riles
of law from those governing original surveys and should carefully dis
tinguish bet'veen the provisions of the statute which guide a government
deputy and those which apply to retracement of lines once surveyed The
failure to observe this distinction has been prollfic of erroneous work and
injustice to landlords

To extinet boundaries of the public lands correctly, vhe surveyor
_ must have some knowledge of the in which hips were sub-
divided by the several method horized

thor by cong
‘Without this knowledge he may be greatly embarrassed in the fleld, and ls

liable to make mistakes invalidating his work and leading eventually to serl-
ous litigation. It is believed that the following synopsis of the several acts
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of congress regulating the surveys of the public lands will be of service to
gounty SUrveyors and others, and will help 1o explalo many of the difi-
culties encountered by them in the settlement of such queations.

Complisnce with the provisions of congressional legisiation at different
pl\r[odn has resulted in two sets of corners belng established on township
lines ot one time; st obher times three sois of corners have heen established
on range lines, while the system now in operation mikes but one set of eor-
ners oo towaship boundaries, except on standard linea, i, e, base and cor-
rection lines, and in some exceptional cases.

The following brief explavation of the modes which have been practiced
will ba of service to all who may be called upon to restore obliterated
boundsries of the public land surveys:

Where two sets of corners ware established on township boundarles, one
set was planted st the time the exterlors were runm, thosa on the north
boundary belonging to the sections and quarter sections north of sald line,
and those on the west boundary belonglng to the sections and quarter sec-
tions west of that line, The other set of cornoers was established when the
township was subdlvided. This method, ss stated, resulted in the estab-
Iishment of two sets of corners on all four sides of the townships. Where
{hree sets of corners were established on the range lines, the st hdivisional
gurveys wers made in the sbove manoer, except that the east and woest
peotion lines, Instead of belng closed upon the corners previously estab-
lished on the east boundary of the township, were run due esst {rom the
\nst interior sectlon corner, and pew corners were orected al the polats of
{ntersection with the range line,

The method now in practice requires section lines to be initlated from
the corners on the south boundary of the township, and to close on exist-
Ing corners on the east, north and west boundaries of the township, except
when the north boundary s & base line or standard parallel. But in some
onses, for speclal reasons, an opposite course of procedure has been fol-
lowed, and subdivisional work has been begun on the north boundary and
has bsen extendsd soutnward and eastward or southward and westward.

In the more raceat general instructions, greater care has been exercised
to secure rectangular sublivisions by fixing a strict limitation that no new
township exteriors or section lines shall from & true meridian or cast and
west line more than twenty-one minutes of are; and that whers a random
Iine 15 found liable to correction beyond this limit, a true line on a eardinal
course must be run, setting u closing corner on the line to which it closes.

This prod in suryeys closing to irregular old work, & groat numbar
of exteriors marked by a double set of corners, All retracing surveyors
should procesd under these new conditions with full knowledge of the field
notes and exceptional methods of subdivision.
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SYNOPSIS OF ACTS OF CONGRESS.

‘The first enactment in regard to the surveylng of the public Innds was
an ordinsnco passed by the congress of the conledera-
tion May 20, 1385, prescriblag the mode for the sur- oriioaace of the
vey of the “Western Territory,” und which provided Ld°fpron of May
that sald territory should be divided Into “townships tstes TAna Lo
of six miles square, by lines running due morth and ™ % ®tion 1
south, and others crossing thom st right angles” as near as might be

It further provided that the firet line runniog sorth and south should
begin on the Ohio river, at & polnt due north from the western terminus of
& line run as the south boundary of the state of Pennsylvanis, and the first
line running east and west should begln st the same point and extend
through the whole territory, In these Initlal surveys only the oxterior
lines of the townships were surveyed, but the plats were marked by sub-
divisions lato sectlons one mile square, numbered from 1 to 38, commene-
ing with No. | in the southeast corner of the township, and running from
south to north In each tier 10 No. 38 in the northwest corner of the town-
ship; mlle corners were established oo the township lines. The region
embraced by the surveys under this law forms & part of the present state
of Ohio, and Is generally known as “'the Seven Ranges,"

The federal congress passed s law, approved May 18, 1706, In regard to
surveying the public d in, which applied to “the territory northwest of
the River Ohlo, and above the mouth of the Keatucky
river."” Section 2 of sald met provided for dividing such ;ﬁﬂnfs'm.u
lands as had not been already surveyed or disposed of G134 4t Tazes
“by north and south lines run according %o the true 3K Uifud Suais
meridian, and by others crosslng them st right angles, TERviged Bt
80 as to form townships of six miles square,” ote.

It also provided thst “one-half of said townships, taking them alter-
nately, should be subdivided Into sections containing, as nearly as may be,
640 acres each, by running through the same esch way parallel Hoes at the
end of every two miles, and by marking s corner on each of sald lines st
the end of every mile.” The act also provided that ““the sections shall be

bered, respectively, beglnning with the No, 1 in the northesst section,
and proceeding west and east aliernately through the township, with pro-
gressive numbers Ll the thirty-sixth be completed."

This method of numbering soctions is still In use. An sct smendatory
of the loregolog, approved May 10, 1800, required the **townships west of
the Muskingum, which are directed to be sold in quarter townships, to ba
subdivided Into balf sections of 320 acres each, as nearly v
ns may be, by ! 1lel lines th __‘lhuumaamf't!nsn’%

from east to wost, and from south to north, at the dis- Seitules

tance of one mile from each otber, and marking corners m"'

as the distance of each hall mile on the lines running

from east 10 west, and st the distaace of each mile on those running from

ne
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south to morth. And the lolerior lines of townships (ntersected by the
Muskingum, and of all towaships lying essi of that river, which have not
been heretofore sctually subdivided into sectlons, shall also be run and
marked. * * * And in all cases where the exterior lines of the town-
ghips thus to be subdivided into sectlons or half sections, shall excesd or
shall not extend six miles, the excess or deficlency shall be speclally noted
and added to or dedocted from the western or northern ranges of sec

tions In such townships, according sa the error may be in running the
lines from east to west Or from south %0 north.” Said sct also provided
that the northern and western tlers of seotions shonld be sold as containing
only the quantity exprossed on the plats, and all others as containing she
somplete legal quantity.

The act approved June 1, 1796, “ regulating the grants of laod appro-
pristed for milltary services,” ete., provided for dividing
the Unlted States * military tract,’ in the state of Oblo, A of June 1
into townships five miles square, each to be subdivided lauuu;a!.m
Into quarter townships conlaining 4,000 aores. Section 6 77
of the mct spproved March 1, 1500, amendatory of the foregolog sct,
enncted that the secrotary of the treasury was authorized to subdivide the
guarter townships into lots of 100 acres, bounded as nearly = :
as practioabie by purallel lines 100 perches in length by ﬁ‘u,mm““_-
100 perches in width. These subdirisions Into lots, bow- m‘i‘&'ﬁ' Large,
ever, wore made upon the plats in the ofice of the secre-
tary of the treasury, snd the actual survey was only made al & subsequent
tlme when s sufficient sumber of such lots had been located to warrant the
survoy. It thus Bappencd, in some | that when the survey came
to ba mads the plat and survey could not be made to agree, and that frac-
tional lots on plats were entirely crowded out.

A knowledge of this fact may explain somo of the difficultios met with
in the distelet thus subdivided. The met of coogress approved February
11, 1808, directs the subdivision of the publio lands into in e I
quarter sections, and provides that all corners marked in ﬁ.l,am: prared
the fleld shall be established as the proper corners of the vol'3'p. g

lons or quark lons which thoy were Intended to %...z’mf{“-.“'

designate, and thst corners of hall sod guarter seotions
not marked shall be placed as nearly s Pn.!blu “equidistant from those
two corners which stand on the same line."

hhmrwthnwu-mt'\hbmﬂwumnuﬂlymul
markod" (in the fisld) “whall be established ne the proper bouodary lines
of the sections or subdivisions for which they were intended, and the length
of such lnes as returnsd by either of the surveyars aforesald shall be held
and consldered as the true length thereof. And the boundary lines which
ghall nob have beea ctually run and marked as sforesald shall be ascer-
mmmmmmmm corners to the

! ding bat in thoso portions of I:: h:::ml

townships where no such opposite or corresponding corners have or
mhlp;d.moddbmdnquuadlh nscertained by running from
the extablished corners dus north and south or east and woat lines, as the
case may be, to the ummuu.lndi’n boundary line, or other external
a Jary of such fractional hip.”
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The act of congress approved April 24, 1820, i

public lands in half-quarter section: wnd rmf;t’mﬁr‘:;;d‘e:i:o;v:he' ek
the division of a quarter section the line for the division o
thereof shall run north and south,” “and fractional s yol AP %
sections, containing 160 acrea and upwards, shall in like ’i""-'!“‘!:' "" E‘-‘:ﬁ
manner, as nearly as practicable, be subdivided into half- ér'.rl Jl":.'.’1i::f;:I m:':.
quul;:r wutiora‘dn;:der such rules and regulations as o o Statutes.
may be prescribe the secretary of the tr

contalning less I.hmyllsﬂ uores sh al{ not be u:its:l:{:’ Al e

The act of congress approved May 24, 1824, provides **
the opinion of the president of the United sruma‘ a du;}:::.u‘::u?::;r.t;l
ordinary mode of surveying land on any river, lake, .
bayou, or water course would promote the public interest, At of May
he may direct the surveyor-general in whose district ﬁﬁ‘{uﬂ,&"ﬂ' l.::-.‘:
such land is situated, and where the change s intended Nl vk
to be made, under such rules and regulations as the president may pre-
soribe, to cause the lands thus situated to be surveyed in tracts of two
scres In wideh, fronting on any river, bayou, lake or water course, mod
running back the depth of forty acres.” :

The net of congress approved April 5, 1832, directed the subdivislon of
the public lands into quarter sections; that in every case of the division of
& hall-quarter eection the dividiog line should run emst
and west, and that fractional sectlons should be sub- 1&'“1721’:43 rt’nl "
divided, under rules snd regulations prescribed by the Sisiutes at L o
secretury of tho iressury. Under the latter provision g’: ‘llrn':i:g" Btutos
the secretary directed that fractional sectd ini dESvivnd sy
less than 160 acres or the residuary portion of & fractional section, after the
subdivision into as many quarter-quarter i as it Is ble of,
may be subdivided into lots, each containing the quantity of & quarters
quarter sectlon as nearly us practicable, by so laylng down the line of sule
division that they shall be twenty chains wide, which distances are to be
marked on the plat of subdivision, ns are also the areas of the quarter-
quarters and residuary fractions.

These two acts last mentioned provided that the corners and contents
of half-quarter and quarter-quarter sectipnsshould be ascertained as nearly
as possible n the manner und on the principles presoribed lo the act of
congress approved February 11, 1805,

GENERAL RULES.

From the foregoing synopsis of congressional legislation it is evident:

First.—That the boundaries of the public lands established and returned
by the duly appolnted government surveyors, when approved by the sur-
veyors-g 1 and pted by the government are unchangeable,

Second —That the origioal towoship, fon, and q sl ers
established by the government surveyors must stand ss the true corners
which they were intended to represent, whether the corners be in place or
not.
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Third —That quarter-quarter corners not established by the govern-
ment surveyors shall be placed on the stralght lines joining the section
and quarter section corners and midway between them, except on the last
half mile of section lines closing on the north and west boundaries of the
township, or on other lines between fractional sections.

Fourth.—That all subdivisional lines of a section running between
gorners established in the original survey of a township must be straight .
lines running from the proper corner In one section llne to 1ts opposite cor-
responding coroer lo the oppesite section line.

Fifth,—That la & fractional section where no opposite corresponding
corner has been or can be established, any required subdivision line of
guch gection must be run from the proper original corner in the boundary
line due east and west, or north and south, as the csse may be, to the water
course, Indian reservation, or otheér boundury of such section, with due
parallelism to section lines.

From the foregoing It will be plaln that extinet corners of the govern-
ment surveys must be restored to thelr original locations, whenaver itis
possible to do &0, and hence resort should always be first had to the marks
of the survey In the field. The loous of the mirsing corner should be first
{dentified og the ground by the sid of the mound, pits, line trees, bearing
trees, aic., deseribed in the feld notes of the original sarvey. The identi-
fieatlon of mounds, plts, witness trees or other permansol objects noted In
tho Geld notes of survey, affords the best means of relocating the missing
oorner In 1ts original position 11 this ennnot be done, clear and convineing
testimony of citlzens as to the locallty it originslly ocoupied should be
tukon, If such can be obtained. In any event, whether the locus of the
corner be fixed by the one means or the other, such locus should slways
b tested and fi d by messur to known vorpers. No definite
rule oan be lald down s to what shall be sufficient evidence in such cases,
sod much must be left to the skill, fidelity, and good judgment of the sur-
veyor in she parformance of his work.

EXCEPTIONAL CABES.

When new measurements are made on & single llne to determine the
pesition th for a i lost corner (for example, & quarter section
porner on line between two originsl seetion corners) or when new measure-
ments are made between original corners on two lines for the purpose of
fixing by their (ntersection the position of a restored missing corner (for

oxumple, a corner 1o four secti four hips), It will slimost
invariably huppen that discrepancies will be d ped t the new
te and t rlginal ments In the fleld notes. When

thess differsnces ocenr the surveyor will in all cases establish the
issing corner by proporti 8 on lines conforming to the

original field notes and by the method followed in the original survey.
From this rule there can be no departure, since it is the basis upon
which the whole operation depends for y and truth. In cases where
the relocated corner can not be made to harmonize with the fleld notes in
all direotl and lained error in the first survey is mpparent, It

lnmatlmuhumthetﬁkof the surveyor to place it according to the
requirements of one line and against the calls of another line. For Instance,
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if the line between sections 30 and 31, reported seventy-eight chains long,
would draw the missing corner on range line ooe chaln esstward out of
range with the other exterior corners, the presumption would be strong
that the range line had been run straight and the length of the section
line wrongly reported, because experience shows that west random lines
are regarded as less Important than range lines and more liable to error,
Again, where a corner on a standard parallel has been obliterated, it Is
proper 1o assume that it was placed in line with other corners, and if an
anomalous length of line reported between sections 3 and 4 would throw the
closing corner fnto the northern township, a surveyor would properly
ssume that the older survey of the standard line s to control the length
of the later and minor line. The marks or corners found on such a lins
closing to a standard parallel fix its location, but its fength should be
limited by [ts actual Intersection, at which point the lost closing corner
may be placed.
The strict rule of the law that “all corners marked {n the field shall he
established es the corners which they were intended to designate,’ and
the further rule that ‘the length of lines returned by the surveyors shall
be held and considered as the true length thereof,” are found in some cases
to be impossible of fulfillment in all directions at once, and & gurveyor is
obliged to choose, in his own diseretion, which of two or more lines must
yleld, in order to permit the rules to be applied at all. In & case of an
erroneous but existing closing corner, which was set some distance out of
the true state boundary of Missouri and Kansas, it was held by this office
that & surveyor subdividing the fractional section should preserve the
boundary as a straight line, and should not regard sald closing corner as
the proper corner of the adjacent fractional lots. The said corner was con-
sidered as fixing the position of the line between two fractional sectlons,
but that its length extended toa new corneér to be set on the true boundary
line, The surveyor should therefore preserve such an original corner as
evidence of the llne; but its erroneous position cannot be allowed to cause
# crook between mile corners of the original state boundary. It is only in
cases where it s maaifestly Imposalble to carry out the literal terms of the
law, that & surveyor can be justified in making such a declslon.

The prineiple of the preponderance of one line over another of less
importance has been recognized in the rule for restoring a pection corner
common to two townships in fo-mer editions of this clrcular. The new
corner should be placed on the township line, and mensurementa to check
its position by distances to corners within the townships are useful to con-
firm if found to agree well, but should not cause it to be placed off the line

if found not to sgree, If the general condition of the boundary supports the
presumption that it was properly aligned.

mmmcsmmmmm

1. To restore corners on base lines and standard parallels.—Lost or

b d dard will be r d to their original positions on
a buse line, standard parallel, or lon line, by proporti L

ments on the line, conforming as nearly as practicable to the orlginal fleld
notes and jolning the nearest identified original standard on it

sldes of the missing corner or corners, as the case may be,
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(a) The term “standard corners’ will be understood to designate stand-
rd township, section, quarter sectlon, and meander corners; nn.d._ in
:,ddir.{on closing corners sa follows: Closing corners used In ‘.hi:‘ original
Ve t.o determine the position of & standard parallel, or established dur-
o lhye survey of the same, will, with the staodard corpers, govern the
lﬂ:; ent and measurements made to restore lost or obliterated standard
~ rl:::l:\ but no other closing eorners will control In any manner the restora-
::)II of Bllunﬂa!‘f] corners on & buse line or standard parallel
(b) A lost or obliterated closing corner from which a standard !.mrnltal
has been initinted or to which it has been directed will be re-established in
i a!‘l:»rl inal place by proportionate messurement from the corners used in
I: orfainll survey to determine its position. Measurements from corners
:u“thl! opposite slde of the parallel will not control In any menner the
of said corner. L
Nloc;u:nmlnlng closing corner originally established during the sury ey
flu‘!l.;!dll'd parallel as a corner from which to project surveys south m]‘;
l])_-.o restored to ite original position by considerlng It  standard corner an
{ng it accordingly. ‘
‘Nﬁj:hql‘hemfﬂre‘ paylog attention to the precediog explanations, we have
rurtl.h._n restoration of one or several corners on & staodard parallel, and ttur
ral application to all other surveyed lines, the following proportion:
8“:' the orlginal fleld-note distance between the mlect?dﬁ klzuwr:’co?r:::;
is the original ficld-note le
i the new measure of sald distance, so is
:l ‘:uy part of the line to the required new messure thereof. The] n;:n‘::
the computed lengths of the several parts of a lins must be equal
re of the whole distance. =
“T Taruuhu been observed, existing orlginal corners can nur.badtgl.:rboi;
n' uently discrepancles between the new and the original ﬁ;}l -\:o!
s mwmunu of the line joining the selected original corners will no d n
g v affect beyond sald eorners, but the differences
:I:]I be distributed proportlonately to the several intervals embraced in the
in guestion. ‘ :
un:f: quser having checked each new by ‘t}o ::;
nearest known corners, new corners will be elublls\:ad perm::m: u:u\ﬂd
inent objects, whic
bearings and measurements taken 10 prom
::‘ot as p::maneut a character as possible, and the same recorded for
future referance. ne : e e
ration ip
MS.B 1:::: be clearly recogoized: 1. Where the position ::r ;ﬁhu‘:;igl:.:::
a a
i roer has been made te dep upon
w':,:lp:: les to esch other. 2, Where the original corer has bns:
'“ . d hxg on one line only; for example on a guide mer!

(a) For restoration of a townshlp corner originally wl:Jac:mt:dt‘:: ‘I:::
t iden
oond | will first be run connecting the neares
m:l;i.onn&“:l::sﬂm“! township lines, north and south of the :ll;::a;
corper Iand & temporary corner will be placed ut the pmger p::P:i -
d.l.lnm;e. This will determine the coroer in & north an a!u:m :hlmulmu
only. Next, the nearest original corners on the mltu:;nln :o:; - :; ;
[ nnected poin: reon will be determin man
e Ao s m:iw on the meridional lice. Then
i 7

ner, jpendent of the
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through the first temporary corner run u line east (or west) and through
the second temporary corner a line north (or soush) as relative situations
may suggest. The Intersection of the two lines last run will define the
position of the restored township corner, which may be permanently estab-
lished.

() The restoration of a lost or obliterated township corner established
under the second conditions, £ ., by measurements, on single line, will
be effected by proportionate measurements on sald line, between the near-
est identified original corners on opposite sides of the missing township
corner, a5 bafore deseribed,

3. Re-establishment of corpers common to two townships.—The two
nearest known corners on the township line, the same not being s base or
& correction line, will be s in case No. 1, by a right liue, and the missing
corner established by proportionate distance as directed in that case; the
location thus found will be checked upon by ts to nearest
known section or quarter-section corners north and south, or east and west,
of the township line, as the case may be.

4. Re-establishment of closing corners.—Measure from the quarter-sec-
tion, section, or township corner east or west, as the case may be, to the
next preceding or succeeding corner in the order of original establishment,
and re-establish the missing closing corner by proportionste measure-
ment. The line upon which the closing corner was originally established
should always be remeasured, in order.to check upon the correctness of the
new location. See pages 8, 12 and 13 for detalls.

5. Re-establishment of interior section corners.—This clsss of corpers
should be re-estublished in the same manner as corners common to four
townships. In such cases, whén & number of corners are missing on all
eides of the one sought to be re-established, the entire distance must, of
course, be re-measured between the nearest existing recognized corners
both north and south, ard east and west, in accordance with the rule laid
down, and the new corner re-established by proportl
The mere measurement In any one of the required directions will not suf-
fice, since the di lon of the 1 lon lines ing northward
hrough s township, or running east and west, are ooly in the most sxcep-
tional cases true prolongations of the allgnment of the section llnes inisi-

ated on the south boundary of the township; while the east and west lines
running through the township, snd theoretically supposed to be at right
angles with the former, are seld in that dition, and the alig of
the closing lines on the east and west boundaries of the township, in con-
nection with the Interior section lines, are even less often In scoord,
M y the alig of the line itsolf from corner to corner, in
point of fact, also very frequenily diverges from a right line, although pre-
sumed to be such from the record contained in the field notes and so des-

iguated on the plats, and hecomes either s broken or & curved line. This

faet will be determined, in & timbered country, by the blazes which may
be found upon trees on either side of the line, and although such blazed

Hne will not strictly govern as to the absolute directd d by such

line, it will assist very lly in determining its approximate direction,

and should never be neglected in retracements for the re-establishment of
lost corners of any deseription. Sight trees described in the fleld notes,

together with the ded dist to same, when fully identified will, 1t
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more states, govern the line itself, even when oot
e "10’: ult::;:ehﬁlno between established corners, which line is then
o diﬂ”ll > broken line by passing through sald sight trees. Such trees,
nwm?ﬂ . ;‘wnuu and properly identified beyord u question of doubt, will
w:r‘:.nn;:t.::{:ﬂy assist in evidencing the correct ralurintion n[[& ml:-sl;:r:\:;
s 2 thatthe earlier finld notes of sorvey
o ﬁr&ﬂinﬁiﬁ:ﬂﬁme topography found on the ur]g‘i‘nal line,
o 1is menighl. in very many instances materially lessen & surveyors labors
e ant of lines and re-establishment of the required missing cor-
= rﬂ-ﬂ\‘!ﬂ:‘ absence of such sight trees and other evidence regarding the
Yo h: gos open country, or where such evidence has been destroyed by
ity h" Tller:}enls or the progress of improvement, the line connecting
prosptotd ornars ;hnuid be run straight from coraner o m:_-ner. )
e km;:n.::nbﬁ;hmmt of quarter-section corners on township boundaries.—
05?\; un::m of ﬁuurwr-se:.-unu corners are actually mur’l;]ed 1:11‘?‘;,?;21::;
. lines, and they are established &t the time when e
ol 1:nn When double ssetlon corners are !ouml‘ the quar .
e :::ni ar;! considerad generally as standing midway buu:e;::; oe
o t‘ﬂ' their respective sectlons, and when required to be establ l»’a» b“:
wrmnb":keheﬂ as the case may be, vhey should be generally so placed; X
i huluhl be exercised not to mistake the corners belonging to cim
ot “N:r thosa of another, After determining the proper sect oln
et king the line upon which the missing quurulrvlecliun L'ol'nl!!" 8
bz m“hlr::ed and messuring said line, the missing s;unrwree;n ;:
S w;ﬁ“}n rﬁ-ut‘.lblilhed |n sccordance with the requirements on :he
‘:-ir:f:sr field notes of survey, by proportionste measurement betweel
Ine.
i eorz;:::n :::1:;;!:: lneu of section corners on townshipand ;:m::
m“;th uarter-section corners for sections south of the w;*n; :nld
iy sy lines, are required to be established in the field, lo :
ko anwmer‘s should be so placed as to suit the caleulat! 0:«:1
s r-sections adjolning the township boundaries as expre
areas of the quarte g B ip bo

18 when
township plat, adop propo
:hp:n;r‘:::;ﬂ:a::uu:emenb of the north and west boundaries of the section

e lzrm:mon corners on closing section lines
i Rmu_uiﬁmemnt_ EThl.a olass of corners must be re-established
s m:;:;,risml measurement of forty chains from the last intcrtu-
m'di“:er 1{ the messurements do not agree with the original :;:'t :l;
:;:l“::n::lor .daﬁo!.nnoy must be divided proportionately between

inal survey. The seotion
distances, ss expressed in the field notes of orlg prrs P i

started f and the corner closed upon
:'r:::ine, uulﬂ::l:; t should & p the :;c;t that the section
11:5 {s either & broken or curved line, as is meﬁmumom“h e
b - L piga ble distances, in which case
lder surveys thess corners are placed at varia S e .
:h:rnnld notes of the original survey must be consulted, so narte
mﬁ?m:ﬂﬁﬁn’m therewith. The later surveys

missl
being more uniform and in stricter sccordance with law, the ng

quarter-section corner must be re-established equidistant between the
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section corpers making the line, according to the field notes of the original
survey. The remarks made under sectlon 5, in relation 10 section lines,
apply with full force hore also; the cautlon there given not to neglect sight
troes s equally applicable, sines the proper re-establishment of the quarter-
soction corner may In some instances very largely depend upontits obsery-
ance, and avold one of the many sources of litigstion,

¥  Where double corners were originally established, one of which is
standing, to re-establish the other.—It being remembered that the corners
established when the exterior township lines were run, belong to the
sections in the wwnships north and west of those lines, the surveyor -must
first determine boyond a doubt to which sections the existing corner
belongs. This may be done by testing the courses and dlstances to witnoss
troes or other objects noted in the original fleld notes of survey, and by
messuring distances to known corners. -Haviog determined to which town-
ship the existing corner belongs, the missing corner may be re-established
in line north or south of the existing corner, as the case may be, at the
distance stated In tho field notes of the original survey, by proportionate
measurement, and tested by retr t to the opposite corresponding
corner of the seotion to which the missiog section corner beloogs. Theso
double corners belng generally not more than a few chalns ‘apart, the dis-
tance between them can be more accurately lald off, and It is considered
preferable to firat establish the missing corner as above, and check upon
the corresponding lnterior corper, than to reverse the proceeding, since
the result obtained is everyway more acourate and satisfactory.

10. Where double corners were originally established, and both are miss-
ing, to reestablish the one established when the township line was run.—The
surveyor will the known on the township line by &
right line, being careful to distinguish the lon from the closing
and re-establish the missing corper at the point indieated by the field notes
of the origloal survey by proportlonate measurement. The cormer thus

i will be o two lons either north or west of the town-
ship boundary, and the ion north or west, as the case may be, should be
carefully retraced, thus checking upon the re-established corner, and test-
ing the scouracy of the result. It oan not be too much impressed upon the
surveyor that any messurements to objects on line noted lo the original
survey are means of determining and testlng the correctaess of the opera-
tlon.

11, Where double were originally blished, and both are miss
ing, to blish the one blished when the hip was subdivided.—

The corner 10 bo re-established belng common o two sections south or
east of the township llne, the section llne closiog on the missl I

corner should be first ret d to an | tlon with the hip line In
the manner previously indicated, and & temp y corner established at the
poiat of i ! The hip line will of courso have beem pre-

d in with the requl of .the

carafully q
original field notes of survey, and marked lo such & mannor as to be roadily
identified when reaching the same with the retraced section line. The
loeatlon of the temporary corner planted st the polnt of Intersection will
thon be carefully testod and verified by measurcments Lo objects and known
corners on the township line, as noted In the original field notes of survey,
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le in such relocation. A permancat cor-
iy m 23:::0:. ‘r;:‘ corrected location oo the tow nahip line,
odinics rikod and witaessod, anid recorded for futare req .urr::\enls "
'PI'D'PQ"-"?“‘:;‘ triple corners were origivally established on range lines, one ;.]11
o Tn rt. become obliterated, to re-esta blish either of them.—1t W :
e ey qul. vhatonly two corners woerd entabllshed as actusl cornors o
s “;nm nenublhhed on the range line not eorresponding with \Sr
mu”'n:l'):u::r survey ast or west of said raage line, The uurvr)u::t‘b;
e first prooced to indeotily the exisiing corner of cornors :
S gmun re-establish the missing corner or corners in the line
oy m;.h“wwrdlng 10 the distances stated in the original field unuim
s wl:n ‘!.'ne muanner indicated for tho re-establishment uld;lnu:;
iriy tlng the accurscy of the result obtained, a8 hereinbalore mn"
g .lt 1f, however, the distances belwean the triple corners o
- m:::a:“r: I.!u! wr.'.g!.nal fiold notes of survey, ssls !mqmn;l;rnlh;::ﬁ‘
m :m.ur: s ol oldersarveys, the range line should bnlnr::o;:u uu:n“n“‘m
and marked ina manner sufficlently clear to admit T:' e
reachiog same durlog the subsequent procecdings. i
:lp:ilug upon the missing cornors must then bo retraced h;l“'?ndlnllad s
the original field notes of survey, in the manner pmlnwh‘ym 2 dclmbu
‘hm: m:“" ol d:'ﬂ:‘: &:‘nnur ol retrace-
survesor can not be 100 eareln e
nentr:; tdrl::lag cI:u-I., all the recorded Isd:uml h:‘::::;:lzlul line,
and nloi.hlug. however slight, should ‘be meglec wt- i emhukmupun
retracement of the original line; sinoo there is o seba
g { the blish t of the missl ournlsﬂ!.l;n e
o . aﬂw yooll lines are d by proporiloni ma::‘n’
mtlnm;r:;r!mn“ heoked by & recalculatl of thanrmuc:;l:'m
m. which, at best, Is but & teq: {mmuohmk. hauﬂm“ .
pressed u the margin of many plat t survey 3
:;ndon :h?:m of the plats, or have been un!fnl: xcuhudb“' Forger
Where triple corners were originally established ml.d -

o missing, to re-establish same.—Theso corners shoul oo
'mmmoﬂ" - with the foregoing directions, mmmu\ng} :“ o
g ‘:ﬂ[lllﬂ\;:‘::lullh.ﬂ when the range line was run, establishing
corner
mame in accordance given restoring soction
and qhmmﬂ :wllﬂ“h ; thas is lo say, h&numﬂ.g between the
nearest Known coTners towoship lioe,

proporilonate mml:::l, The two remaining will then b‘o :mu-
ﬁhd In conformity with the g 1 rulos for re-establishmen!

14. Re-cstablishment of meander ers.—Before with the
re-sstablishment of oai s oEE, B twasa kzowa
carelully st lenat thresof b =

of the township within which the lost cornerf 13 10 be relocated, order
messuremen

uirement of
i v 1o bonsed. Thisreq g
e “.nmumu::iet section lines must in no case bo omivers

preliminary tional sectlon line can be
since it gives the only ":::,‘“’.;':;":;.f“f.:“‘.ii“m the termiaus, or the
e eiar corner, belng wissing, which It 4 ateaded 40

. mwdn.unmw

on the section or township
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line rotraced in ita original 1 {on, by the propor measurement
found by the preceding operations, from the nearest known corner on such
township or section line, in accordance with the requirements of the origiaal
field notes of survey. Meander corners hold the pecullar position of denoting
& point on line between land owners, without usually being the legal terminus
or corner of the landsowned. Leading judicial declsions have affirmed that
meander lines are not strictly boundaries, and do not limit the ownership
to the exact areas placed on tho tracts, but that suid title extends to the

water, which by the plat, appoars to bound the land. As such water
boundaries are, therefore, bj to change by the b or
recession of the stream or lake, the precise 1 fon of old dera s
seldom Important, unless in states whose laws prescribe that dried lake beds
aro the property of the state.

Where the United States has disposed of the fractional lots ad jacent to
shores, it clalms no margioal lands left by recession or found by reason of
erroneous survey, The lines between land owners are therefore regarded
as extended beyond the orlginal meanderlineof the shore, but the preserva-
tiom or rel lon of the dor corner Is important, as evidence of the
position of the section line.

The different rules by which division lioes should be run between private

owners of riparian accretions sre & mattor of state legislation, and not
subjoct to & general rule of this office,

15 Fractional section lines.—Co!
times called upon to restore fractl

uaty and local surveyors belng some-
1 section lines closing upon [ndian,
military or other reservations, private grants, etc,, such lines should be
restored upon the eame principles as directed in the foregolng pages, and
heoked whenever possible upon such corners or monuments as have bean
placed to mark such boundary lines.

In some instances corners have been moved from thelr orlginal position,
elther by mceident or deslgn, and county surveyors are called upon to restore
such corners to their origioal positions, but, owing to the absence of any
and all means of Indentification of such § ion, are ble to make the
regult of thelr work acceptable to the owners of the land affected by such
corner. In euch cases the advice of this office has Invariably been to the
effect that the relocation of suoh corner must be made in nocordance with
the orders of a court of competent jurisdiction, the United States having

no longer any suthority to order sny changes where the lands affected by
such corner have been disposed of.

RECORDS,

The orlginal evidences of the public Iand surveys in the following states
have been trassferred, under the provislons of sections 2818, 2819, and
2520, United States Revised Statutes, to the siate suthorities, to whom

application should be made for such coplos of the original plats and fleld
notes as may be desired, viz:

Alabama.—Socretary of state, Montgomery.
Arkansas —Commlissloner of state lands, Little Rock.
Hlinois.—Auditor of state, Springfield.

Ipdinna —Auditor of state, lodlanspolis.
Jowa.—Secretary of state, Des Moines.

ND DEP AL M EN L. —_—
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Kansas.—Auditor of state and register of state lands, Tope ks.
\I’::M wam—Commissloner of state land offics, Lansing.
.\Imi;ipﬁ Commissioner of state im:da,. Jackson.
: ; —Secretary of state, Jeflerson Clty- .
;‘V:‘r::::?n —Commissloner of public lands und bulldings, Lincoln.
Ohio,—Audltor of state, Columbus ]
Wisconsin.—Commissloner of public lands, Madison. . 5
1 f:':.lwhm' pluhlic-llml states the originnl flald notos and plats are reo
in L:e offices of the United Btates surveyors-genersl.

SUBDIVIRIOR OF SECTIONS.

i king inguiry in regard to
belng in receipt of many lotters ma
e Dﬁ:“;;g of subdividing sections of public lands, the following
- pw\p:;ln have been prepared as a reply 10 such Inquiries: e
'I‘;: rules for subdlivislon are based upon the laws gutem::“d :" il
ublic lands. When cusea arlse which wre oot 0O it
: l::“lgﬂ the advice of this office in the matier l]:,“ﬂelin:i.‘t:aepuuuw
e description o
instance, contaln & -
oo i peisaggan hip, range and ssction of tha publ
per, with reference to wownship, s
:::::::,u;rnmhle the offica to consult the record, also s diagram & ng
o i
1 Sub;!w:hinn of sections into gquarier sections.—Undor :::h:t:;l;::;
of u'u act of congress spproved Pebruary 11, l:ﬂnt,.? ‘:uu":: s b
usrter sec
in the mbdirh}?a‘oi .:::1::. inw'q corners, United States surveys. to .;b;
oo mwrreapwd!ng corners, The point of intersection of the ll:::nam“
: wil‘l‘; be the corner comimon to the several quarter sections, or
run
words, sl center of the section. .
w' ‘l‘J';o':'\ba lines closing on the nmt.;:ldl:::u::lré:;ldaawwn
re are o tates
o ‘h:nﬂq?;:: ::0 :quho:t::.w the north or west of the I.nlhl,umlm'
mw.nﬂtbnumw"' “!nu:;“'“wo R
the balf mile noxt o the towanship or rauge “wwmhlp e
hz:) Whare thers sre doublo sets of ml!lun :;r&e:: :t; e
range linos, cornd! the sections
-n\-‘ I::. m‘“:”um arl"n::r established In the field by tl:le ii:l:':.
- d gurveyors, buy In subdividing such wal qo{ ol
”w-ln m bo #o placed as to sult the caleulstions of the areas
AT

aarter sections adjolnin the -'....-uuprm:nd'umx
:M plﬂ.doplll‘ mmm::s'uuﬂmnuwm now measn
t:l of the nuri\l‘or waont ¥ duries of the jon differ from the
mon
a9 Subdivisi d'“-‘ ! i —Wuwmh‘m‘-

lines should be

been not be fxed, the subdivision
“.mmhul“' borilpes wl:; !::s the established corners due north, w;t.h. aun::.
west llu:,u"\Mem may be, to the watar oourse, lndian boundary line,

e other dary of such ional section.

.6 the sectlon lionos oumiod uu:“ m::l;nd w::h‘t:'

ba due no

nited States deputy surveyors w0

::::dmvﬁmhsh Mupﬂnutﬂlhm always the case.

In
Mhﬂﬁuhmmnn spirit of the lsw, it will be necessary
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running the subdivisionsl lines through the fractional sections to adopt
moan courses where the section lines are not due lines, or to run the sub-
division line parallel to the east, south, west, or north boundary of the
section, as conditlons may require, where there is no opposite section llne.

3. Subdivision of quarter sections into quarter-quarters. vI"rallmlngry
t0 the subdivision of quarter sections, the quarter-quarter corners will be
established at points midway between the section and guarter sectlon cor-
ners, and between gquarter corners and the center of the section, except on
tho last hall mile of the lines closing on the north or west boundaries of &
township, where they should be placed st twenty chalns, proportionate
measurement, to the north or west of the guarter section corner.

(a) The quarter-quarter sectlon corners having been establishod ns
directed above, the subdivision lines of the quarter sectlon will be run
stralght b opposite corresponding quarter-quarter section corners on
the quarter section boundaries. The Intersection of the lines thus run will
determine the place for the corner common to the four guarter-quarter
wectlons.

{. Subdivision of fractional quarter ions.—The subdivision lines of
fractionnl quarter seotlons will be run from properly established quarier
quarter section corners (paragraph 3) due north, south, sast, or west, to
the lake, water course, or reservation which recders such tracts fractional,
or parallel to the east, south, west, or north t y of she g
soction as conditions may require. (See paragraph 2 a).

b Proporti —By “proportl J'"
used In this olroular, s meant a moasurement having the same ratlo to
that recorded in the original flald notes as the length of chain used In the
new messurement has to the length of chain used In the original survey
sssuming that the orlgisal and new measurements bave been correctly
‘made, For example: The length of the line from the quarter sectlon
corner on the west side of sectlon 2, township 24 north, range M
enst, Wisconsin, to the north lne of the townshlp, by the United States
deputy surveyor's chaln, was reported as 45.40 chains, and by the county
surveyor's s reported as 42.90 chaing; then the distance which the
quarter-quarter section corner should be | d north of the quart !
corner would be determined as follows: As 45.20 chalns, the government
measure of the whole distance, Is to 4290 chains, the county surveyor's
measure of the same distance, so Is 20 chains, original measurement, 1o
18.90 chains by the county surveyor's messure, showing that by

ato mensurement In this case the quarter-quarter section corner should be
sot &t 18.90 chains north of the quarter section corner, instead of 20 chalns
north of such corner, as represented on the officlal plut. In this manner

thoe discrey riginal and new are equitably
distributed.
5. W. LAMDREAUX,
Approved:
Davip R. FRANCIS,
Secretary Department of the Interior.

October 16, 1596,
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THE MEANDERED LAKES.

The question involving the title to the lake beds, is one of
great interest to the state of lowa. Did the title to the beds
of non-navigable meandered lakesin lowa pass under the swamp-
land grant of September 28, 1850%

It is claimed that after the establishment of the state
government, the title to the lakes, and the soil under them and
the shores to high-water mark, was vested in the state.

The land whieh passes under the swamp-land grant is such
as was then recognized as swamp land. Tand that was not
swamp land at the date of the grant would not pass with the
grant. The swamp-land grant of 1830 is one in prasenti, pass-
ing title fo the lands from its date. In the survey of public
lands in Towa, it was found necessary to meander and segregate
the lakes from the public lands, and it has long been the policy
of the department to decline to survey lands situate outside of
the lines of meandered lakes, which lands have been uncovered
by recession of the waters of the lakes through natural or
artificial causes. Thereis nospecific enactment which authorizes

such surveys, and there is grave doubt whether the United
States has any claim to lake beds, and whether they do not come
under the sovereignty of the states, respectively, within the
limitsof which they aresituated. The policy of the department

in denying an application for the survey of a meandered tract
when the adjacent land has been disposed of by the government
is not without exceptions in the state of Iowsa.

“ Goose lake” in Clinton county, *'Owl lake" in Humboldt
county, and ** Cairo lake" in Hamilton county, Were mean
and segregated from the public lands, under the direction of the
surveyor-general, in the survey of the public lands within the
state of Towa, and were designated as such on the government

The beds of the aforesaid lakes have been disposed of by the
United States as inuring to the state of Iowa under the swamp-
land grant of September 28, 1850. In a case entitled, George
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R. Pearsons, as plaintiff, v. A. T. Anderson et al., defendants,
and state of Iowa, intervenor, tried in the district court of
Towa, in and for Humboldt county, the title to the bed of " Owl
lake" was involved. The plaintiff claims title to these lands
under the swamp-land graut of 1550, and an act of the general
assembly of the state of lowa, approved February 2, 1853, by
the provisions of which ‘' All the swamp and overflowed lands
granted to the state were granted to the counties respectively
in which the same may lie or be situated,” and through convey-
ances from Humboldt county.

The defendants assert that the lands were public lands of
the United States subject to entry under the homestead and
pre-emption laws, and that they have entered upon the lands
in good faith fur the purpose of making such entry.

The attorney-general of Iowa filed a petition of intervention
in behalf of the state of Iowa, alleging *“That the land
described in said petition * * * was and is a part of the
lake bed of a lake known as the Owl lake, lying wholly within
the state of Iowa, and the same did not constitute any part of
the land which the United States government was authorized
or empowered to sell; that the state of Iowa was duly admitted
into the union and became a sovereign state in the year 1546,
and, as such sovereign state, became and was the owner of all
the lakes within its borders, subject to the right of the public
to use the same and for the use of the public, and the title of
the soil under said lake was and is in the said state.”

On the 9th day of February, 1897, a decree was entered dis-
missing the petition of the intervenor aud quieting the title in
the plaintiff.

The learned judge agrees with the position of the intervenor
that after the government has disposed of lands bordering on
the meander lines of rivers or lakes the Uuited States has no
interest in the lands under the water, and that under the law of
this state the title thereto passed to the state. But in this case,
because the governor, acting under the authority of law,
requested the United States government to patent the land as
swamp land and & patent issued to the siate accordingly, the
state could not now claim the land by reason of the title thereto,
if any, because of its sovereignty. The court expressed a
douby as to whether the tract in dispute would not properly
come under the description of swamp land, but whether or not

‘the state was now estopped from claiming title thereto.
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STATEMENT No. 19,

The following statement of the mesndered lakes of lowa has been pre-
pared from the origloal plats of government survey, and published in c'on—
pection herewith, in order that the information concerning this auh;m‘:t.
may be as full and complete as possible. The names of the counties in
which the meandered lakes are sltuated, the number of township and range,
with & careful estimate of acreage ecovered by each, are given: also the
fength of shore line as shown by the meander notes of goveroment survey.

There sre a few meandered lagoons and bayous slong the Mississippl
and Missourl rivers, the Jocation and ares of which I have not given.
About 61,000 acres of land were covered by lakes in Iowy, as shown by the
plats of survey. A total of 2,474.55 acres of lake bed has beeo conveyed as
swamp land, under the act of September 23, 1850,

MEANDERED LAKES. .
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MEANDERED LAKES—CONTINUED.
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MEANDFRED LAKES—CONTINUED.

-]
=3

|

% ESTI-

LODALITY OF LAKE. H gz

- LINE.

= 3 1
2

OOUNTY. _S,E i g .

F =58
IE 2|D|a
@l | Teas | 1|83 |80
H | Pou | 070 6| &%) 40
| Potinw 2M.60 4|17
5 H | Pottawn afe| G0 6|10

78 |
. - |“lnulllnurllnn an|slale
d 28 (Boldier) ] mrrison
ake 1n secs. 2,19 ao ¥ :m !lll arrison. - Al
] 45 | Harrlson 418 g8 a4 =60
Blos JRke.. . ocacaeriiazenes -84 | 4540 | Monona . REE TS CHE BN
1,

Lﬁn&n:‘:«::;‘_lﬂ.mm - 47 | Woodbu! Wiy 13| B8




L AT A R RN
— e
10 w30y ‘gl denD y eg Jepun Cawig C L AL 01 panaawd puv pros PININD (VDI Al PET DEY
-+ec INGS O qiI0N DO}

Osil ‘5 vlegmesl N Fay 3851&-“”.?- B I e i
A o fynco morer g (el et on Bu 30 Serre
w1 s vdog ]

- ”! o ._-L_n o Ll Fiirsainimainsaier ..::“ﬁil
. 30 i—muﬂnuuﬂﬂangl wa 0
e

................ b o,
= 02 A3 44 a1 pare rma| = ol 110] J0 pUD WAk JO BO
“ £
= 100 SPOM] DOV
=

§ a4 ' &2 reamabune s
m sant v St Replda g ..--..m...m__m_am.llqﬂ.:.
W [T Ll e vwniaﬁmh_aus».
£ SR ..__s.: A RO M of] th [or foe foe
2 eunp|-£3,3394 | pronpal ULV | dosenisnieran sunverhsinasn
91 LE OUD [N W . Rl -
3 jomy Moy
; ek

e e

AR0S AITHL

aoual) WUy

u!u—,bﬂi-

‘wupens ol-1y

pas
=

1897.]
£
E

[
=
I~
=
-
B seessssniens ofossinnne | s onmounan e he b
3
s PEE
o = s
-] -re “ H
m ORI 0 Q0 jResT e e Araanyy | senang o dop o
o
W 05131 "Hny sl ‘s sun gl Ky 2awg | 308000 WOV b0 ies | - _ﬁ
@ OR8L S CFuyjeest e Linp| Ay sawy | aemimey £aao(]
PN JONIN] ONWNEEEF .

B pour'st o jesst w1 £nr| £3,40w M| Lqampopg Laoeg | “— W ’ |
m L B wsdl % eunpKydawg |t aelpeg WMl i b iy |
A x|

23 wm e 4 W N
& EF 5t g £
g Mn " - T PRI “SouaNORID “WOLLALISSRT

2 LY E

§ i :
7 T

18390 2q p{ro3 wos s gaas 5w Aadwos s ‘paodas sop
pop Sy jo 39p puw pap jo Aup ‘pap jo umywa ¥ jo smwa Grmenl ay3 sop paunbow 3yu3ss (was jo voydisap.
‘wonnysay g3 jo Jureu Fupard ‘suopnysar ypqud s35 jo e g3 J0j WMO] JO 2jWIS ) Aq pannbIw 3)w)sI (031 Y} JO JUNGNEIS ¥

‘SESOJMNd ANV SHSN OITEAJ HOd HIVIS THL A€ QauIndOV ALTvad 1

1]




yF

g

BREALTY ACQUIRED BY THE STATE FOR PUBLIO USES AND PURPOSES—CoNTINTED. ¥

Town.
Range.

N
acen;

Date of
deed.

When filed.
for record.

e

L Bplrit Lake Hotel &
portation Co.

Bplrit Lake Hotel &
tion

Co.|Warr'ty.[April 1, 1887

‘Warr'ty.|Aug. 25, 1550,

May 0, 15t
May 0, 152

Feb, 17, 1853

JJune 185, 158

= e

Bept. 27, 1556

Apri] 7, 1887
July 19, 1583
July 19, 1833
Feb. 17, 1853

July 10, 1582

shisanvansan [April 34, 1852/ July 10, 1858

0L

AIVIS 40 AUVIAHOHEE FHIL 40 LHO04dW™

a1

o Bl OfSW.coniaanis

range 4

wown. 72,

uzamn 25 rods and
and 8 links; thence

thonos west to place of beglonlag.........

Lot & block 48, eity of Glenwood. ...

‘o Lt of out lot 16, city of Glenwood...

Four acres off of nw corner of s ht of ne of

25 rods nod

One bundred adres off of sast slde of these &

Ok divsenemnsnnisnsie sasinmessne

Jock 44, city of Glanwood. .
%ll"l’mnt 4T, clgnl Glenwood..

sec
commen at suld corner an
nﬁhi thenc~ east 35

& links:

“‘Askern, for

nnd Weorge B,
busband nnd wife
Nuwton B. Pitser nn

ls 8 acres of n 13 acres ol ne

ml”l Eilza G -
merly Pl vy

A Warr'ty.
.. |Warr'ey.

wile. coooioinnas 0.
I'..w.mlnm'll and wife Warr'ty.

Mershon and
WIS aucecenosoioooe | WAEF'LY.
... |oharles W, Tofkin,

April ¥,

April 22, 155
..|June 17, 1882

Warr'ty.|
Warr'ty.

May

July 18, 1882

Tuly 19, 188
July 19, 1683

|Mur. 90, 1552 Tuly 19, 1582
A pril 20, 1852 July 10, 1882

May 24, 18s2(July 00, 1888
April 15, 1882\ Jaly 19, 1653

June 16, 1858 July 19, 1882
May 8, 1500 June 14, 1560

June 14, 184

May 1, 15M
Aprilse, 1sssiuly 19, 1653
1, 1852 July 18, 1862

Ees, iy Qllon unmarried.... Warr'ty.|April 20, s July 19, 1582
" 19 Wl Butlerand |
e = B & xalll&:unnmm.. | |Warrty.[Oct. 18, 1584|Nov. 14, 1584
- or
AgEaERRIvO. O e Tarner .o | Warety.(Oct. 8 188 Nov. 4, 188
s it of 96, 80 Of SW...... %ﬂ Frederick Fisherand
lamutaaot oo, and n 20 nores of nw of ne.. Elizabeth Fisher...|Warr'ty.|Oct. B, 1884 Nov. 14, 1584
ishfofsw. ...
oit...... F. Wise and
A ] l O both £ Wiseo|Warr'ty.loct. & 1s4lNov. M, 1854

[-Lo81
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REAL ESTATE TAKEN ON ACCOUNT OF DEBTS DUE THE STATE.

A statement giving a description of real estate acquired by the state of lowa
an account of indebtedness to the state, and on what account taken. The
executive council of the state has the disposition of these lands. Taken on
loans of school fand by James D. Eads, Supt, Public Instruction.

‘pIODAT 30
PoIg maup

O‘P“'f‘
Jo eyu( REAL ESTATE TAKEN.

April 23, 158 April 27, 1884

LOT OB PART OF NLOCK, CITY.

Block. |

p

“peal
JO BInyEN

Weat % contains 8ve acres....... .. . (91| Nussau sddition to Hookuk.
Weat 4 foot of east 213 fect, B4 Inches of| |
_porh 170 feet. ..... .. i | #{Brott's additlon to Des Molnes.

{Warr'ty.[April 5 1878lApril @, 1578

Ed Wright, widowar

P F . Day -
¥

Jobn V. Wise, ex'r of

Warr'ty.|Juno 17, 1880 June 19, 1550
Warr'ty.[June 0, 1507

Fx'r's...

wife

One-third of thirty-five acres deseribed as follows? Cemmencing at se
1 cor of ew gr of secl, tp 85, r § w; thence w on & line of sald qr sec to the
] «w cor of sald qr sec; thence n on the w line of sald qr sec, 11.42 chains to &
stone; thence e parallel to the s line of sald qr see, 30.50 chains to a post;
thence s 10,92 chains to & post; thence e parallel to the s line of said gr see,
: .50 chains to a post; thence s 50 links to place of beglnning,in Lee county,
s : : : Towa.—Except a small tractsold to W. W. Belkoap, in 1883
i : : Also, the n # of sw ¥ sec 3, tp 01, range 26, w 80 acres in Wright
oounty.

and Jen
« his

GRANTOR.

M
E. Da

Jobn H.Wise estate
..|Flora Wright ........

o
nle

*afuny

HMOL |
mopoeg| 1 - "

E3CHEATED REAL ESTATE.
Pursuant to the provislons of chapter 85 of the laws of the Twonty-
second General Assembly of Towa, the distriet court within and for Plymouth
county, on the 16th day of March, 1894, entered a decree adjudging and
decreelng that the following described real estats had escheated to the
state of Tows under the provisions of sald statute; the said real estate
belng & part of the north half of the northwest quarter of eection sixteen
1. (18), township ninety-three (93), north of range forty-eight (48), west of the
| ‘-'- Fifth P. M., and more particularly described as follows: Beginning at &
point on north line of sald sectlon sixtoen (16), seven chalne, nlnevy-seven
and one-half (7.974) links east of tbe northwest corner of said section;
thence east thirty-two (32) chalns to the northesst corner ol said northwest
quarter; thence south twenty (20) chalns to the southeast corner of the
north half of eaid northwest quarter; thence west thirty-two chains and .
'“3 eleven (32.11) links to a point seven chalns, ninety-seven and one-half (7.974)
§§ links east of the southwes! corner of sald north hall of northwest quarter;
thence north twenty chains, thirteen and one-half (20.134) links to the place
of bagloning, containing slxty-four and thirty-three one-hundredehs (84.33)
scresof land, fess three and thirty-three one-hundredths (3.33) acves belong-
ing to the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Radilrosd company.
Fsoheatod lands are sold lo the same manner provided for the sale of
school lunds in chapter 12, title 12 of the code, and the prooeeds of such
sale shall become & part of the permunent school fund of the state.

addition 1o the clty of Des

, of Beolt's additlon to the elty

1and 2, block 7,

4, H. Lyon’s addition to the clty

Lyon's add. to the town of De Moine|

Lyon's

Molnes..

REALTY ACQUIRED BY THE STATE FOR PUBLIC USES AND PURPOSES—CONTINUED.
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