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On Tuesday, January 12, 1808, the two houses of the general
assembly assembled in joint convention, as required by the
constitution, for the purpose of canvassing the votes for gov-
ernor and lieutenant-governor cast at the general election held
on the second day of November, A. D. 1897, The canvass
showing that Leslie M. Shaw, of the city of Denison in the
county of Crawford, and James C. Milliman, of the town of
Logan in the county of Harrison, had been duly elected to the
offices of governor and lieutenant-governor respectively, formal
declaration thereof was made.

On Thursday, January 138, 1808, at 2 o'elock in the afterncon,
the governor of the state, accompanied by Mrs. Theodore P.
Shonts, of Chicago, 111, his daughter, the governor-elect,
accompanied by Mrs. Shaw, the lieutenant-governor and the
lisutenant-governor-elect, accompanied by the state officers and
the staff of the governor, were escorted by a joint committee of
the two houses, Companies A and H of the Third Regiment,
I. N. (., and the Lincoln Hussurs, of Des Moines, from the
Savery house to the State house, and into the presence of the
general assembly in joint convention assembled, in the rotunda.
Here the officers, having taken the seats assigned them on the
platform, the ceremonies attendant upon the inanguration were
begun by the lientenant-governor, as president of the joint
convention, calling the convention to order and introducing
the Reverend J. T. Crippen, of Marion, Linn county, who
offered prayer Thereupon the chief justice, Honorable Horace
E. Deemer, administered the oath of office to Leslie Mortier
Bhaw, as governor, and afterwards to Jumes Cutler Milliman
as lieutenant-governor. The new governor then delivered
the address found on the pages following. At its conclusion
the joint convention dissolved. The'exercises were preceded
and followed by, and interspersed with, music by the Carroll
band of Carroll, and the Apollo ¢club of Des Moines.
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Benators and Representatives, and Fellow-Citizens:
In as

iing the duties of the office to which the suffrages of
a great commonwealth have called me, T am not unmindful of
the honor conferved, nor of the responsibility imposed. The
people of lowa have been kind without measore, and it remuing
for me faithfully to observe the oath just taken in your pres-
ence. As 1 approach the task I can but ask your kind consid-
eration and your prayers that He, on whom I must rely, will
vouchsafe both grace and wisdom to avoid the more serious
mistakes and save the people from the unhappy consequences
of such errors as I may commit.

It is & matter worthy of note that our industrial and financial
skies are brightening. After the experience of unrest, dis-
trust, doubt, fear, disaster, and much of ruin, through which
we have passed, no thoughtful mind questions the truth of the
proposition that we are entering upon a period of improved
conditions,

 STANDARD OF VALUE.

The human family learns slowly. Tt required thousands of
years to tench monotheism to one nation. The lids above the
soothing pots of earth had rattled for centuries before man
aven discovered stenm power, and for many years thereafter
the world remained in comparative ignorance of the power of
stean.  Both earth and sky have been charged with electricity
from the dawn of creation. Men stood i of its exist ,
{in dread of its manifestations, but in ignorance of its nature.
With equally laggard steps the world has moved toward, but
hus hesitated to embrace, a single standard of value. Nearly
everything—cattle, tobacco, iron, leather, shells, copper, silver,
gold—has been tried as standards, but not until recent years
has the subject been given that careful and scientific investiga-
tion necessary to the establishment of a national and interna-
tional uniformity of standard, so essential to the highest and
best financial condition. Gradually, but irretraceably, has
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civilization advanced, and the time s not far distant when no
one, inmy judgment, will so much as consider a double standard.

The family was originally the unit of civilization. Each
man was more or less an Ishmaelite. He moved whither he
liked, lived as he pleased, and defended himsell as far as he
wis able. He had little, if any, intercourse with those about
him, and neoded no standard of value, What liftle traficking
he may have found convenient was effected by the exchange of
commaodities, Subsequently several families joined together
for mutual convenience and protection, fortified a castle,
defended ity but remained isolated and independent.

By degrees, through epochs more or less deflned, we have
ndvanced past the clan, the tribe, the fendal system, the state,
to the federation of states, and are possibly nearing the time
when the nations of earth shall be bound together, not by
treaties terminating at fixed periods, but by perpetval union.
Whatever may be our dreaw, or our hope, or our fear, we have
reached the time when international commerce is of recognized
importance. We have learned by experience the convenience
and practical necessity of the same standard of value in all
countries. We have learned that the laws of trade and the
laws of convenience are, in matters temporal, supreme. Sel.
dom has the law-making power sssumed the initistive with
favorable results, and every attempt to cireamvent commereial
necessity has precipitated disaster.  The great body of English
and American civil law is not the result of the inventive genius
of statesmen, but it stands & monument to the adaptive versi-
tility of the Aunglo-Saxon business mind. That which trade
and commerce have found necessary, or most convenient, has
been perpetuated by legislative ensctment and judicial deci-
sion. It has been found necessary to guard against harmful
tendencies, and to erect many safegunrds against the encroach-
ments of business and financial enterprise, “lost one good
custom shonld corrupt the world," but business necessity has
boecome the test of expediency. Any proposed violation of
prineciples and conditions which experience has proven neadful,
has ever wrought sad havoo along all industrial lines. Recent
history furnishos the best proof of this statement. It would
seam, from the sufferings through which we have so lately
passed, that no one able to commiserate the homeless, the
helpless, the friendless, and the destitute will again attempt to
revolutionize the single gold standard, the beneflcent effects of
which have been enjoyed since January, 1879,
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When the exchange value of all foreign coins in the currency
of our country, anid the exchange value of our money in all
foreign ports, can be ascertained by simple mathematical com-
putation, based solaly upon the relative welght of each standard
coin, the greatest possible inducement to both domestic and
foreign commerce is securad. This is now an accomplished
fact in ull gold standard countries. The merchant from silver
or bimetallic states must watch the market guotations of silver,
as well as of the commaodities in which he proposes to operate,
and the possible fluctuation of his own money is sufficient to
exclude him from all competitive enterprises. The people, not
only of Towa but of the entire nation,are to be congratulated
that they have at last learned the necessity of a singlo stand-
ard, and the supreme convenience, at least, of making th.M
standard gold. They have also learned the necessity of main-
tining the parity with gold of each and every kind of money
now cireulating, or that may be created, for in finunce, as well
a8 In mathematics, ‘“things eqnal to the same thing sre aqual
to each other.”” When esch form of our money is directly or
indirectly redeemable or readily exchangeable at par fur'gnlti
it passes current under all flags, beneath every sky, and in all
ports.  Anything short of this is an embargo on American
commerce,

CURRENCY REFORAM.

It 1o be e ded by mén, and statesmen as
wall, that our national currency systom neads reformation,
The varions plans devised, and formulated and recommended,
all tend in the same direction with greater or less sbruptness.
It is urged that the country will not consent to the retirement
of the greenbacks and the issuance of any form of money in
lien thereof. This may be true, but if true it proves the exist.
ence of an ill-ndvised prejudice. Concede the necessity of
maintaining the parity of each form of currency with gold, and
the necessity of some modification of the present system is
upparent. That the gold standard should be maintained was
the verdict of 1506 by a million majoritv. The fact of notice
that the case will be retried in 1800 will not justify a delay in
plucing the country on n safe financial basis. To do this
demunds the best and most stable form of paper eurrency. No
on presumes to recommend s contraction of the earrency. No
one would limit us to the use of gald as a medinm of exchange.
All that is claimed, and all that inheres in the verdiot of 1896,
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is that the value of each dollar of United States currency,

whether of coin or of paper, shall be the equivalent of 25.8
grains of standard gold.
The gover t now

the responsibility of maintain-

ing the parity of the greenbacks, and for the protection thereof

redeems the same in gold on demand. A hundred millions of
gold is retained in the United States treasury for the sole pur-
pose of maintaining this parity.

All have seen the evils of this condition. The government,
as soon as the reserve dropped balow the admitted danger limit,
was compelled to borrow gold and thereby inereased the national
debt. If the national banks were empowered to issue currency
to the full value of the bonds deposited for their security, with
& reaucuon in the tax upon their cireulation sufficient to make
it prontante, and then made directly or indirectly responsible
{2:‘ the maintenance of the parity of this cireulation and the
redemption thereof in gold, it is dificult to conceive how the
credit or the nation conld be imperiled, whatever might become
of the banks. 1If they were unable to protect their issue, the
government would sell bonds to obtain the gold with which to
make redemption, but it would sell the bonds owned by the
bank’and on deposit in the treasury, and the national debt
would not be increased. Now, to maintain the parity of the
greenbacks, the government is compelled at every threatened
invasion of our credit to sell government bonds, but having
none on hand it issues more and increases the public debt,
Which is preferable? Each form of currency is supported by
the government’s credit. We are now banking at government's
peril.  We would then bank at the peril of the banks them-
selves, and the cireulation would be maintained as stable us
gold.  Our paper currency in either instance would rest upon
the market value of & government hond,

AN ELABTIC CURRENCY NECESSARY.

In some way onr currency must be made elastic. Recent
experience ought to evidence the necessity of authority some-
where tor an emergency issug. It has been demonstrarea i
the last five years that a very little scare engenders a disposi-
tion on the part of the people to hoard, This proved to be as
contagious as the disease germs of Asia, and as ruinous to
trade and commerce. The only way that the government,
under existing laws, can now increase its cireulation is by bor-
rowing upon an inereased issue of bonds, which results in any-
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thing but the removal of the conditions rendering llu»nx;wﬁiont
necessary. The government assumes to do a hunki.ng business
upon ecredit rather than assets, and her board of directors are
subject to sudden and capricious change, and are elected, not
se of peculiar fitness for this particular Iv_mnr'h of
business, but with various tendencies and '[II'i'llHl.‘l'{ll)h:-’ and
pledged to represent the sentiments of widely diversified con-
stituents, wise or otherwise. When such a board confronts a
condition of imminent peril, they may well be expected to
debate each proposed measure of relief until the l:":llTI!.l')’ goes
to ruin, or is saved by the patriotism and self-sacrifice of ”“.'so
whose interests are more vitally at stake. r'-k:mn_\rlmnr-, \Y“h
some power, there must b lodged uuthority to 1';-11.:\:0 against
a sudden mania for hoarding. An anthority of this kind in
recent years might have averted the disaster. Tt nlnl' not be so
important where this authority is lodged as that it be Ifx!ged
where it can be quietly exercised as oceasion demands, ﬂ'lthi‘mt
extrasession of congress Or special legislative enw::tmpnt. The
mere publication of its axercise would, .m umrfy instances,
prove sufficient to inerease the apprehension which rendered
the expedient necessary. The most natural and reasonable
repository would be with those institutions wlm:‘se se:,lf- preser-
vation would lead to the safe, conservative, and judicious exer-
i eof.

cmgbtt:?l:i ?eit,her one of the several plans for currency reform
now proposed be adopted, it would go far towards rendering &
panic, such as we have recently seen, fm least a remuu_-_poast-
bility. The merest flurry, the gathering clonds ever discern-
ible, would be protected against, and the country would nevc!r
know that a threatened danger had been _wur(led t_:ff, for it
shonld be borne in mind that the public has its attention drawn
to these matters only when the storm breaks. :

It has been urged that to increase the powers of national
banks would result in a contraction of the currency to the preju-
dice of the people. Those who fear this result lose ?lght of thet_
law of supply and demand, and the equally potent mﬂum.me o
‘competition. ~ It is safe to suppose the banks would increase
their issue as long as it proved profitable so to do, and it would
prove profitable so long as there was a demand forit. Calslml
would be sttracted to banking channels so long as it con be
made to yield a moderate dividend. The interest derived by
the bank upon its deposit of bonds would assist and vnr;rso::
result in a material reduction of rates of interest to those Wi
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might require accommodation: and trade, manufacture, and
every industry would be stimulated thereby. We can safely
allow experience to be our teacher in this s well as in other
matiers. Amid the currency famine of 1508 the government
was powerless to relieve, bot the national banks purchased
bonds at exorbitant premiums and increased the circulation
$94,000,000. Now that threstened repudiation is past, and the
people have returned their hoardings to channels of trade, the
banks are literally gorged with money, notwithstunding an
increase in business, as shown by clearing-house reports, of
more than 60 per eent; and these same banks are now retiring
their circulation at the rate of £3,000,000 per month. The gov-
ernment tax renders it unprofitable to maintain their issue in
idleness,

Other facts, known to all, hut overlooked by many, must
be ever kept prominent if one would wisely solve the problem.
Money is not consumed by its use. There is a limit bayond
which money cannot be absorbed, and idle money profits no one,
It is the running stream and not the stagnant pool that turns
our wheels and floats our commerce,

Let no one understand this to be an argument in favor of an
immediate retirement of the greenbacks It is intended only
a8 an argument in favor of maintaining, at all hagards, the
single gold standard, with an abundant issue of both gold and
silver coin, and an elustic paper eurrency, every dollar of
which shall be redeemable or convertible, either directly or
indirectly, at par with gold. The dangers of our multiplied
forms of paper money have necessarily been but slightly
referred to.

LIMITATIONS INCIDENT TO OUR TIMES.

It is not likely, however, that we shall very soom, if ever,
8ee a5 prosperous times as those that followed the resumption
of specie payment, which was the praetical application of the
single gold standard. It may not be amiss to note a few
changes in conditions, At the resumption of specie payment
wi had large arveas of as good land us the sun ever shown upon,
either subject to homestead entry or for sale at nominal prices,
These are now exhausted, No one will again be able to pur-
chase at less than %5 per acre and in fifteen years see it advance
to $40. Complain as we will, these opportunities are gone.
The department store is fast superseding the ordinary retailer,
True, it has brought the merchandise of earth within reach of

-

1807.] GOVERNOR LESLIE M., SHAW 11

the consumer st the lowest possible cost. The factory has
taken the place of the shop. Aggregated capital has sup-
planted the man of small means. Corporations are more than
a mateh for the individual in very many 1|v|r:|l'1lnl~Tlls.l Nearly
every industry is now prosecuted on gigantic ||:|'r|11IJ[‘H\![.l:~:. and
amid such intense competition as to render the probability of
success for the man of limited resources di.‘l'illl'dl.‘\' remote,
Business is also conducted on very small margins. The sur-
plus eggs of lowa are handled and disposed of in the m:u"lwfzi
of the world at a profit of less than a cent per dozen. This is
of infinite value both to the producer and to the consumer, but
is an absolute bar to the ege merchant who proposes to handle
less than a wmillion dozens per annum, The u!uln:Em:t.nrprul’
domesties confronts n market controlled by an eighth of a cent
per yard. The producer of flonr has been Lb()ll.l[l{‘.ll.{?(l to recon-
struct his mill every five years, or retire from the fwid, and his
output competes for the tenth of a cent. A certain I‘m:.!{fr_'.' in
Town sells over 100,000 worth of cog wheels per annum in an
adjoining state, and is able to do this because the Iowa {u?tury
does such an extensive business, and has such uxlru.o'rdmm'y
{acilities, that it can lay them down at the consumer’s plant
for the fraction of a cent per pound less than they can be m_u-da
in smaller quantities. The same principle lm‘w_u!as all lines
of business. It is idle to complain, 'l‘hus:_- conditions balong
to our eivilization and are here to stay. They are neither an
unmixed good nor an unmixed evil. Great fortunes have been
fortunes lost.
mn’;ﬁ :::i:}:}[:: possibility of a fortune being made it is so'me-
times proposed that the government shall take control of :.“ ery
industry which has proven profitable. Others are content to
rail at the existing order of things, and we hear it sometlmtlas
from the pulpit, now and then from the platform, fraqmrlm ly
from the stump, and very often from the street corner. Ld‘:
the part of wisdom to prepare the citizen fto meet these condi-
tions, unpromising thongh they be, for meet them he :;!.m,aat.‘.=
This generation has produced them; the next must confron
them, and in some respects it is illy ])I'upll}'t‘d- We have sym-
pathized, and pitied, and wept over, and disconraged, ftnd ener-
vated to an alarming extent. We are more in need, just now,
of men who con face facts than of those who can promulgate
theories. There was never such a demand as at present for
men who can do something better than others. Never were
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such rewards offered for real merit. Never was mere physical
power ecomparatively so cheap, nor high grade practical intel-
ligence better rewarded.

It is estimated that steam costs per horse-power about £100
per annum.  He who can do only what a steam engine can must
expect low wages, and no power of legislation will grant ade-
quate relief.  Changes in our civilization cannot be prohibited
by law, nor vetoed by executive authority. Substantial pro-
tection of our industries against the homeless and hopeless
laborers of Europe allevistes. The suppression of child labor,
enforced sanitation, and kindred efforts all tend to abate the
hardships. The abolition of trusts and monopolies would
relieve, but must not be expected to cure. Encouraging labor-
ers to oppose every measure desired by their employers never
has proven helpful, and each effort to array class against class
has been abortive of good.

ONE PARTIAL REMEDY.

How shall we prapare thecitizen to meot existing conditions?
Educate him—make a thinker of him. Proteet him from
heresies by teaching him logic; teach him mathematics,
language, history, philosophy, mental and moral science. He
may become a producer of something either rare or useful. The
producer of un industry that employs ten men is as helpful to
the state us the producer of the wheat that feeds them. The
producer of -an improvement in the method of making butter
renders better service than he who merely puts this method into
operation; and he who in turn produces the better article, by
thus making use of the product of the other's mind, adds more
to human happiness than he who produces only rejected goods.
Begone forever the cant that he alone renders service who
performs manual labor, or that the foundations of our govern-
ment rest upon muscle rather than mind. Musels ischeap; the
rivers are full of it, the winds laden with it, the very clouds
surcharged with it, but mind is searce everywhere and brings
& high price in the American market. It will require an article
of u little higher grade, however, to meet the demands of the
twentieth century,than has been merchantable in the nineteonth.
The best product of the prairie is not corn, but men: and the
quarter section that producesa thinking man, full fledged in all
his powers, may well be held to have performed its mission.
Be far removed also the disposition to discourage! Every child
should be expected to rise above his environments, whatever
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they may have been. Many will fail, but none shonld ever hear
the suggestion from parent or teacher, from pulpit or stamp,
that he cannot rise. The father who is a dispenser of hope in
his household renders better service to the state than the mere
dispenser of bread. Labor, capital, and intelligence are jointly
essentinl and ever interdependent. Neither can say to the
other, *1 have no need of thee.”" Each should have the fﬂ_stmh
ing care of the state and the hearty co-operation of the citizen.
EDUCATIONAL OBSERVATIONS.

Our public schoo' system is justly the subject of :ullnil'll.titll.:.
It has nccomplished much, and we do well to foster it. It is
not without wesknesses, however. The city and town graded
sehool may fulfill its mission with some measure of complete-
ness, but the country district school, in my judgment, fails
somewhat to requirements. The common observation of
men in middle life justifies the statement that children leave
the rural school at a much earlier age than forme A gen-
eration ago algebra and geometry were guite frequently taught
in rural schools, The old time schoolmaster is surperseded
by those once supposed to be children, and to render their
e;nplnymnnt practicable the attendance of pupils who have
reached on age when the value of an education is appreciated
is prohibited. Towa wisely maintains a magnificent university
within the reach of the high school graduate, but she has made
no provision for the country boy and girl to prepare to enter it.
1ts annual sapport costs the state in round numbers, $100,000
outside of permanent improvements, and in it she is able to
nssist far less than 1 per cent of the young people of the state,
and none from the farm without preparatory assistance in some
way unprovided for by the state. Within a half century at
least two years linve been added to the average college curriculum
and fully as much dropped from the more important branches as
actually taught in the country schools, thus ever widening the
gap between the rural school and the college, and the pupil is
laft to bridge it as best he may. At no time is a young man or
woman so illy prepared for self-support us while fitting for
college, The state ought to provide liberal things for all her
educational institutions, but ought also to provide some means
to assist the country pupil to take advantage thereof. The
town and eity graded school is designed solely for those who
enter it in infancy snd remain continuously. It necessarily
offers poor encouragement for the country pupil who may be
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behind in some branches, though perhaps fully abreast in those
which tend to make thinking men. It will take the greater
purt of & year to get graded, and he might about as well miss a
year a8 to lose o term. It requires an unpsaal thirst for knowl-
edge 1o keep a boy in school to a girl of his own uge, or to con-
sent to be graded in a town school with boys several years his
juniur.

There ure great possibilities in the rural popualation of Iowa.
No inconsiderable number of the industrious thinkers of earth
have come from the farm, The rising generation of Town ought,
and surely will, carry westward the laorels now held by the
middle states. It has always been the first rural born genéra-
tion of men that has given a state her repatation. Nowhere is
there such indomitable courage, such incessant industry,and such
constant hope as among those who follow the pionesr and trans-
form the wilderness into o garden with villas, and the ohildien
of these men and women have always been heard from.
With such a genceration now of practical sehool age, shall Towa
negloct them? Motives of patriotism, as well as of philanthropy,
ought to secure for them as good opportunities as are furnished
their town and city cousins,

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

Iowa hns but one normal school. The operative department
is sustained by an annval appropriation of $20,000, nod in this
most excellent institution the state is able to educhte less than
2 per cent of her more than 6,000 teachers, It is generally con-
ceded that the state should add several more schools of like
grade. Private enterprise has sought to supply that which
the state is too poor to furnish. Thus we find different locali-
ties, from patriotic and philanthropie principles, competing in
# field so large that the state is admittedly unable 1o occupy it.
Might it not be both safe and wise, at least until such time as the
statashall be able to provide additional sehools, to allow gradu-
uates from normal departments, of officially approved gmdc and
standing, in schools and colleges maintained by the ib
of our people, the same rights and priviloges, ingluding the same

class of certifi , NS are graduates from this one
state imtituﬁon? "To protect agninst superficial work the
institutions applying for these special privileges ought to be
reqaired to conform their course of study to that presceribed by
a state board created for the purpose, and this board should,
by annunl visitation, see that the requisite scholarship is main-
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tained. A grest impetus wounld thus be given to the prepara-
tion of teachers, and the state would reap the benefits with no
outlay of money. Unless for some unexplained resson it is
thought pl'l.-fl-rﬂblu to prepare teachers at public oxpense, the
stute ought to place no preminm apon the small per cent of
work she is able to porform. Until she shall have facilities for
the preparation of all teachers nesded, she ought to place no
bounty upon the product of her solitary institution. It can
certainly be no loss to the state to award private enterprise all
possible sneouragement.

THE DAIRY INTEREST.

Iowa is an agricultural state and will remain one, Not
exclnsively agricaltural, but predominntingly so.  Of this fact
we are assured, and with it we are content. Those who have
read the gurrent report of the dairy commissioner, most have
been impressod with the remarkable development and wonder-
ful possibilities of the dairy interest in lowa. It is diffcult to
conceive what might be accomplished by the people of our
state, were this great industry adequately developed. It should
receive the fostering care of the legislature.

There is but one material from which butter and cheese can
be made. The very torms themselves should be as sucred from
infringement as a copyright. Nothing but butter and cheese
made from the product of the cow should be allowed in the
markets in such gurb us to permit of deception.  Any whole-
some produet of lard, tallow, or oil should find an open market,
but its color or absence of color should protect the purchaser
from the possibility of mistaking it for what it is pot. This
most wise provision of our own law should be nrged upon the
sttention of the people of every state and country likely to
afford us o market,

I the eradication of tuberculosis will be of assistance to the
industry, and helpful in finding a markoet for the product, then
this diseaso should be exterminated. Let it be known every-
where that lowa butter is made from pure eream, and is wholly
free from disease gorms, and the prairies of our state present
an Eldorado unsurpassed.

An industry that is likely to ocoupy any appreciable per cent
of our farming aren, and afford employment to sny consider-
able number of our people, is worthy of every encouragement,
including both the prohibition of fraudulent imitation st home
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and abroad, and » national protective tariff. CUne consideration

i i le is the fact that the
uite genorally lost sight of by our peop -
?!Mrvman'n farm will bo worth at the ond of o decade ES per
lcrv more than that of his corn-farming neighbor

MEMORIAL TO 10WA HEROES.

Within the past fow yours a monument, 8 beautiful granite
shaft. has been srected by order of the general assembly, at
eonsiderable cost, to the memory of those who so nobly and »t
the peril of their lives ook & conspicuous purt in th_\‘ lmn'."mly
of our civil war, It was constructed from patriotio motives
and for patriotic purposes, and was expected, nt the time of its
ervction, 10 be dedicated ut no distant date.  This -:urutmmyi
through some oversight or otherwise, has been neglected.
venture to suggest that the guestion 8 worily of public con-
sideration. The monoment has baen of sustructed, it will stand
forever. NO Ong BOW, OF Al any future time, will dare W0 luy it
low, and in the coming yoars it will be priceloss. It s educn-
tional in its chavaster, and is caloulated to impress itsolf and
that for which it stands upon the hearts and lives of many
million people. Shall it be dedicated to the primipl_u of liberty
and patriotic devotion, or stand @ perpetual memorial o hnman
misunderstandings?

HISTORICAL AND ANT MUSEUM.

Town has & history. Thero i much associnted with her ter:
ritorial existence, as well as her subsequent statehood, of which
our people may well be proud, Thersare two ways of perpotu
ating this recard, One, and the lenst interesting, is to lm\"n it

bound in volumes, and placed on shielves. This s
and the state can m
expect the nbition of avthors, and the promised gain
hmb‘r:blhhcm will do all that is neaded in this direction.
The second, the most interesting, and nuhumﬁmtham::
expensive and most permanout method is the preservation
historieal relics, state papers, interstate and national corre-
spondence, geological, goological, mineralogical, art, and other

has nlrendy assumed no mean proportions. It

g o yuamdmaﬂh-hm
' Mmm:ﬂdanum»popm_ pristion from

lntely proscou el e of nirinsic and of far grester historic

value has been secured, and is now the property of the stute..
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For the want of any suitable place it is now literally paclked
away in quarters entirely inadequate in the basement of

{ the
capitol.  Assurances hat several private eol-

lections of great value, and of greater interest, can be seourod
without expense, conditionsd only that the state arrange for
their protection and exhibition where the public ean be bone-
fited thereby.

Are not wanti

If it be true that we are proud of our state and

of its history; If the names of the pioneers who have builded
cities, defended the honor of the flag, or occupied conspieuous
positions in the councils of the nation are dear to us, should
not the preservation of all that pertains thereto be a matter of
public solicitudo?

The Inst general assembly appropriated 25,000 with which
to purchase grounds and erect an historical and art museum.
An adjoining state, with less population, with £400,000,000 less
taxable property, and with a state debt flve times ours, has
appropriated 8450,000 for a like purpose. To pay this a special
lovy of one-tenth of a mill for seven years has been provided.

There are many things which the state, in view of its exist-
ing debt and insufficient revenues, eaanot afford todo, and some
others notwithstanding conditions which it cannot afford to
omit. The son who has inherited a fortune is inexcusable if he
neglect 10 erect 4 monument to his parents, even though he
transcend for the time his current income. Will this genera-
tion be uble to excuse itself to the next if it shall ignore its
opportunity and permit to bo turned into other channels the
historie papers and rolics now in the possession of men whose
yoars give notice that they are not to remain long with us, or
in the hands of the i dinte d dants of those who have
recently departod? .

STATE FINANCES.

Town is fortunate above any of her adjoining sisters, and
above nearly every state in the union in her financinl condition,
Much alarm has been expressed bocause of a small state debt.
This should by a1l means be discharged at the carliost possible
moment. Iows has cortainly seen more prosperity than most
states, and owes it to hersell, under ordinary conditions, to
keep out of debt. And when & debt has been contracted, as st
prosent, because of extraordinary circumstances, it onght to be
puumnpuwmqwuu&omﬂnmw
nereased levy. Our people, in common with those of every
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state nnd of every country und of every time, complain of high
taxes, snd it has become quite popular to attribute the excessive
burden to mismanagoment in state offairs.

The aggregate taxes collected for a1l purposes within the
state is, in ronnd numbers, §149, 000,000, Of this only about &
per cent goes to the state; 92 per cent is absorbed at home
Assuming that all railroad taxes are paid by residents of the
state, and it swells our AgEregnie taxation to between #£= wnd
£0 per capita, of which abouat 60 cents resches the state Lroas-
ury. Should the state lavy be inoreased to # mills it woold
make a per capita difference of 2§ conts. To docrease the levy
to 24 mills would save 3 conts to the man whose annual tax is
£50. To increase it to 3 mills would add 20 cents to his annual

tax.

. 1t has occarred to me that no one can very certainly tell to
what extent onr state tax can be decressed. 1t will be a mat
ter of folicitation if it can be reduced to 24 mills, but 1 am not
propared, at this time, to promisy more than & good faith
sttompt. Taxes are too high only when un expenditure is made
which is needless, or excossive. They are never oo high when
the affalrs of siate are economically administered, when no
more departients are maintained than the demands of the state
require, when no more improvemsnts to stato institutions are
made than are _und when all revenues aré
collected and faithfally applied to the purposes for which they

were designed.

1 shall, indeed, bo glad 10 see my adopted state return dur-
lngnyldmlniluallonhl.hn"m-n-yuwgu"pﬂnuipll- There
is little that we can haqmﬂnwchiﬂmmﬂgpndﬂh
affoct ihan debt. 1t is doubtful, however, if the state Jevy can
bo appreciably redoced: not if the custom shall con-
tinwe of annunlly lowering the wssessed valuastion of the prop-
erty of the state. That this expedient for reducing taxes has
been resorted to in the past is most appavent. In 1871 the
cattie of the state bore an Avorage assossment of §13.57. This
has been graduslly decrensed until in 1505 it reached #4.90.
Horses in 1574 were assossed at £42.07, and in 1507 at 11,51
The live stock in lown was assessed $19,000,000 loss in 1567
than in 1680, A state levy of £} mills even upon this amount
would have yielded #47,500 por anonin. assessed valuation
dllmnookhubmnﬁmd:.‘?mrmtﬁmmm

pmmi{pfmu.udnnmud property & fraction
over | per cent Assessod valuations must be maintained or
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h]ﬂ!l'lt'ﬂﬁ‘d levies must follow. The expense of state sdmin

trations do not decrease simply because pr--pu-r‘i\' 1:. "'”l‘“"

valued by tho assessors. On the coutrary, the --t|-.n»n-'u'- .:?l ?\r‘

state has grown constantly, and in somo items .ru iy "l"he

;um],er of inmntes of all our state institutions qu-l \'--r-'\'l nuu:

18;‘:-]3' increased, and in severnl has more than doubled since
;

Whatever may be the sequel of the next two years, itisa
pleasure to succeed an administration against which no whispe
of dishonesty has been heand, and one, as related to all v l',l ¢
of public duty, admivtedly worthy of u-mulniiun-. s

BUSINESS METHODS IN STATE AFFAIRS.

Much has boen said in some sections of the state

too much, nbout the application of business prlnt;;lg:; :::t:
affairs.  All this meots my most hewrty approval. Will an
forbid me the presumption that we are all, without regard 1::
party, intensely interested in the of this ndministration¥
I can assure you that [ am, and to that end 1 desire the mi-t:
ance of n-\r«r}: ’guod citizon., Permit me, then, to suggest that
it will not ev good busi methods on the part of the
public to either praise or blame every act of official discretion,
for it is safe to assume they will be neither wholly good na'-
'whnllx bad. The prudent housewife only criticises particular
items of maladministeation, taking care to point out the specific
envuon:shimdaf,thnl they may be corrected and not
mw&n th;hu more infl in the affairs of her
common scold, who seeks to discover nothing

mwonhbm{ :: her commendation, and is able to disclose nothing
. censure. Should anything connected with the affairs
:‘:o t’l:u within the purview of the executive department come
L Mll'tmwldge of any citizen, caleulated to cause s suspicion
or should any discover wherein, in his opinion, the
resources of the state are being extravagantly expended, it
mwﬂh& his duty, as it is my desire, to promptly report the
it tl:umwh particularity as possible, to the administra-
gt may be investigated and corrected if within my
m& otherwise that the attention of the logislature may
directed theroto and a speedy remedy recommended. In the
absence of such particularized complaint, let us all indulge the
happy presumption that the depariments of state are being
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