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INTRODUCTORY.

X , STATE OF 10WA, l
OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER OF LABOR STATISTICS,
Des Moixes, June 1, 1801, \

Hox. Horaor Boes, Governor of lowa:

Sir—In conformity with law I have the honor to present to you
the Fourth Biennial Report of this Bureau. Whether this Report
merits just criticism or not, it truly represents the will and the
knowledge of those who voluntarily aided in furnishing the material
of its composition, and I cannot omit expressing warm feelings of
gratitude for the generous aid given me by the ever patient and
willing people of this Commonwealth. The number of reports re-
ceived far exceed that of any former publication of this Bureau,
and the six thousand copiesauthorized by the last General Assembly
to be published will be greatly inadequate to supply the demand
as indicated by the vast number of applications already received.
These and other marked expressions of public interest in the work
of this Bureau clearly reflects its popularity and the necessity of
increasing its powers and resources to a higher point of efficiency,

Not alone is this Bureau retarded in.its work and unable to fully
satisfy public demands made upon it because of insufficient contin-
gent funds, but other needed improvements should command the
attention of the next General Assembly. The value of statistics
depend largely upon their prompt delivery to the public and there-
fore the report should be published annually.

The law now provides that the report shall be published bien-
nially and shall not exceed six hundred pages, but far better service
could be given if the report was issued annually and limited to
one-half the size now allowed by law. In this way the statistics
could always be given to the public before they became obsolete
and inapplicable through radical change of conditions and other
causes,

1




9 FOURTH BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE |E5

Township assessors shonld be required by law to collect and re-
turn a limited amount of statistical matter vpon blanks furnished
by this Burean. Answers to five or ten questions propounded to
the parties assessed by the township assessors would result in com-
plete and reliable statistics on subjects of great importance to the
industrial classes.

Other States have adopted similar methods with beneficial results,
and there seems to be no good reason why the standard of indus-
trial statistics in Iowa should be inferior to that of any other State
in the Union. A closer relationship between the teachers of our
public schools and this Burean would result in giving statistics of
more than ordinary interest to the whole people.

This Bureaun shonld also be authorized by law to maintain a free
employment agency in connection with its statistical work. Nearly
all kinds of labor is in a transitional state caused by the rapid evo-
lution in the mechanical methods of production and the practice of
many manufacturers to control the output by closing factories and
otherwise limiting the supply, which is usually done without notice
to the employes and without considering their welfare. Hundreds
of our working people are compelled by these and other causes to
seek employment among strangers without any knowledge of
whether it is obtainable or not. They are forced by circumstances
over which they have no control, to throw their labor on a strange
market without any knowledge of the demand or the supply, and
many are unsuccessful.

To tramp from place to place is disgraceful in the estimation of
society, and under certain conditions is eriminal in the eyes of the
law. The longer a working man tramps in search of employment
the more likely he is to lose his manhood, and the less likely he is
to find employment. No employer has confidence in a tramp.

A few months ago, while in the office of a large [owa factory, a
workman entered with blood dripping from the fingers of his right
hand; he had accidently caught his hand in the macninery and two
of his fingers were nearly severed from his body. Inquiry revealed
the fact that he had traveled from northwestern Iowa to that eity in
search of labor, and being severely injured he called for the few
dollars he had earned in the few days he had labored. They were
given him, and as he passed ont the manager knotted his face and
clinched his fists to give emphasis to his words, and said: “Our
foreman has been instructed time and again never to hire a tramp.”
Mention is made of this incident to illustrate the apathy and dis-
trust of employers toward men who travel from place to place in
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search of employment, They are despised by society and con-
demned by the law. Yet the State has provided no place where
deserving citizens seeking employment can make application for
positions, or where tlose wishing to employ can make application
for help.

Among the students in the higher educational institutions of our
State may be found a large number of young ladies who are study-
ing stenography, type-writing, commercial law, book-keeping, and
other branches preparatory to supplying clerical needs, and other
positions in commercial and professional pursuits. The modesty of
their sex prevent them from making extensive travels in search of
employment; they are thus wholly confined to the limits of their
personal acquaintance or to private employment bureans which are
often exhorbitent in their charges and diseriminating in their ser
vice.

The first duty of a government is to make it easy for its ecitizens
to do right and accord them the broadest opportunity to earn a livli-
hood by industrial avocations. Therefore the need of free public
employment agencies where both labor and capital may make their
wants known and receive information beneficial to both.

Such an addition to this Bureau would not only prove beneficial
to wage workers and employers, but in many ways would indicate
the relationship between capital and labor and would result in giv-
ing the public reliable information concerning the supply of laborers
and the'demand for their services. The rapid increase of child
labor, the displacement of labor by new and improved machinery,
the degrading influence of contraet convict labor, the great influx
by immigration, the constant decline of wages, the closing of fac-
tories to influence prices, the rapid aggregation of population
toward our cities and other disturbing causes make it necessary
that the State should inaugurate new safeguards for the protection
of labor, and show greater vigilance in the welfare of its industrions
citizens.

No State should express less devotion to labor than does labor
in its defense of the State and the flag of our common country.

Towa is unsurpassed in the healthfulness of her climate, and the
fertility of her soil, and her people are industrious, frugal and in-
spired with patriotism as pure as the light of her stars, yet agricul-
ture is depressed and many of her laborers and mechanies are in
want through lack of opportunities and rewards of industry. The
exigency of the times call for the wisest statesmanship, the purest
philanthropy and the warmest brotherhood.
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Trusting that the Twenty-fourth General Assembly will realize the
necessity of giving greater utility to this Bureau by increasing the
latitude and resources of my successor,

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. R. SOVEREIGN,
Commissioner.
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STATISTICS.

The contents of this volume may not be as complete in all its de-
tails as the public would wish, but it is the best your Commissioner
could do with the limited funds allowed by law for contingent ex-
penses. This publication contains more than three thousand re-
ports from reliable farmers, representing every county in the State
and the classified rates of wages, times of payment, hours worked,
time lost and average yearly earnings of more than twenty-five
thousand mechanics and laborers.

The statistics relating to the general condition of agriculture and
cost of producing corn were almost wholly eollected by correspon-
dence, but in addition to voluntary reports from individual mechan-
ics and laborers, your Commissioner visited many mills, shops,
factories and mines, and through the kindness of their proprietors
and managers was enabled to copy the pay rolls of about twenty
thousand working men and women.

A request to examine manufacturers’ books was a new departure
in this State and many looked upon it with distrust and fear least
some important business secrets were to be given to the public. But
to the credit of Towa manufacturers, only one out of the number
visited by your Commissioner, refused to allow his books to be seen
or his pay roll copied for statistical purposes.

About the first of last Janunary a very spirited press discussion
was begun, centering largely on the credibility of certain data then
on the books of this Bureau. Especially was a strong effort made
to impeach the statistics relating to the cost of producing corn.
Acting upon the inspiration of the discussion and actnated by a de-
sire to publish only truthful statistics a transeript of each individual
report was sent to the orignial maker with the following notice:

“The figures in red ink on the opposite side of this sheet is a true copy of
your individual report to this Bureau. Carefully reconsider it, and if in
your best judgment, a change should be made, plense make it as early as
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convenient. Do not erase the figures in red, but make all corrections on the
line below them under the proper head and write your name and address on
the next line and return to this office. By the question, cutting stalks, is
meant the work of clearing the ground of the stalks of a preceding crop. A
good corn erib will last ten years, at least, and therefore, only one-tenth of
the investment is chargeable to a single erop. In answering all questions to
this Burean, bear in mind the fact that not alone should your individual ex-
perience be eonsidered, but that of your entire neighborhood as well. [ feel
under lasting obligations for your kind assistance, and beg for further aid.
Please answer promptly, as my books will soon be closed and my report put
to press, If you desire to make no change in your former answers, return
this blank without alteration and it will be so considered.”

As the discussion was somewhat of a partisan nature and your
Commissioner was accused of collecting statistics for partisan pur-
poses, and desiring to disprove such charge and give equal privi-
leges to all, letters were sent to a large number of Republican
editors, asking each to send the names and addresses of twenty re-
liable farmers who were members of the Republican party. A like
invitation was extended to Democratic editors and resulted in fur-
pishing the Bureau with more than two thousand additional names,
being more than seemed prudent to supply with blanks at that time
and many of them were already on the books of the Burean, and
had reported. However, blanks were sent to 445 farmers recom-
mended by Republican editors and 453 recommended by Democra-
tic editors, which resulted in swelling the individual reports on the
cost of producing corn to nearly 1,200. In this connection it is
gratifying to state that with only four exceptions none of the reports
received from the farmers whose names were furnished by editors of
Democratic and Republican newspapers, bore any indication of
partisanship.

The spirit of conservatism pervaded both sides and all partisan
identity was lost in the harmony and uniformity of their reports.
Farthermore they gave substantial verification to the 504 reports on
the same subject received prior to January 1, 1891, from farmers
whose political affilintions were unknown to your Commissioner.
Mention is made of these facts that the reader may know that the
individual reporters to this Bureau were not actnated by partisan

motives, but an earnest desire to give truthful and impartial infor-
mation.

AGRICULTURAL DEPRESSION,

It is not within the province of this Burean to treat the causes
of, or suggest remedies for any of the ills of society, but to impart
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knowledge appertaining to the social and financial conditions of the
people. Through the earnest solicitation of many farmers this
biennial report is devoted largely to the conditions of agriculture in
this State.

While prosperous farmers may be found in every county within
its borders, they largely represent the classes who began with am-
ple capital, have received aid from other sources, or were in com-
fortable circumstances before low prices for farm products became
general. Others who are especially gifted in business sagacity and
have keen perception, especially favored by natuve, or have sufli-
cient help to properly do the necessary labor without hiring, have
been rewarded in a greater or less degree. * But reliable statistics are
not wanting to prove that general agricultaral depression is every-
where prevalent.

The general range of prices at local markets in this State have
ruled at, or below, cost of production during the decade just
passed, except when other States in the Northern Central Division
of the Union suffered partial or general failure of crops and Towa
blessed with abundant harvest. Every year within the past
decade in which there was an average yield of grain throughout
the Northern Central Division of States has been followed by uni-
versally low prices and general loss to producers. Agricaltural
depression is not confined to Iowa, it is co-extensive with the great
grain producing region of the northwest. In fact, Towa ranks
a:nong the most favored, owing to the fact that it has suffered no
general failure of crops and was thus enabled to take advantage

of increased prices caused by failure in other States.

Universal depression, resulting from low prices of agricultural
products following the Rebellion, began about 1872. In the re-
port of the Secretary of Agricnlture of Illinois, volume 22, page
2792, may be found statistics showing the profit and loss to the
producers of the corn crop of that State ench year from 1860 to
1854, inclusive, and as shown therein the farmers of Illinois re-
ceived a net profit on the total production of corn in that State
from 1860 to 1871, inclusive, aggregating 155,027,166,  The uver-
age yield per aere from 1860 to 1871, was thirty-one bushels, and
the average cost of production per acre was £10.50. From 1872
to 1854, inclusive, the total corn production of Tllinois sold at a
loss to the producers, aggregating $S5,448,637. The average
yield per acre was twenty-nine bushels, and the average cost of
production per acre Was £10.50. From 1860 to 1871, inclusive,
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corn sold in Illinois at prices profitable to producers of that State
except three, viz.: 18616265, but from 1872 to 1884, inclusive,
only four years (1875-'79-'80-'81) are given as years of profit to
Tllinois corn producers.

The near proximity of Illinois to central market indicates that
the corn producing States west of the Mississippi river sustained
lower prices and correspondingly greater depression during the
period covered by the Illinois report of 1884, and there is abund-
ant evidence to prove that there has been no preceptible advance
in farm profits since 1884. 1In fact, recent years have been marked
by periods of agricultural depression so great that at times indus-
try and production was regarded by many as a universal calamity.
The diversification of farming, and the conversion of corn into
hogs and cattle were abandoned as means of* ameliorating the con-
ditions of agriculture, and the burning of corn for fuel was recom-
mended by certain economic writers as the only mode of relief.
On this subject the Iowa State Register of Saturday morning, Jan-
uary 18, 1890, contained the following editorial:

There has been considerable foolish discussion among the newspapers in
regard to the burning of corn as fuel by Kansas and Nebraska farmers.
Some of the ultra religious critics contend that it is a sin to burn any article
of food, a wicked waste that cannot be too severely condemned, This is
mere quibbling. A farmer can as religiously raise corn for fuel, if he can
produce the corn more cheaply than he can produce or buy the fuel as he can
raise timber for fuel. 1f all the farmers of the United States wounld burn up
one-fourth of the total corn erop for fuel, they would at least save an equal
amount in fuel, at present prices of corn, the remaining three-fourths of the
corn would sell for two or three times the aggregate the surplus would bring
at prevailing values. Whenever corn is cheaper than any other fuel obtalna-
Dle it is the very best policy for farmers to burnit. There has been overpro-
duction of corn for several years past. The world eannot consume all that
has been raised during the seasons of plenty. A large * visible supply " is
being carried over each year and this surplus greatly decreases the value of
each new crop.

The Kansas farmers ave all right, and if stoves can be arranged to burn
corn as economically, and with as little trouble and labor as coal and wood,
all town and eity people can greatly aid in increasing the prosperity of the
farmers and of the whole people by burning corn. It is a cleanly fuel,
ensily handled, and there is no question but its general adoption as a fuel
will speedily extinguish the large *‘visible supply " carried over each year,
rapidly advance values to figures that will give farmers good margins over
the cost of production and greatly revive all business interests in all corn
producing sections. More corn and less coal and wond for fuel is a poliey,
the general adoption of which will speedily bring velief to the farmers who
have been depressed by the low values resulting from overproduction for

L SRS .
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several years past. If Iowa farmers alone were to burn up onve-third of

last year's crop the value of the remaining corn wonld more than double in
Iowa and all over the Union.

The Illinois State Grange offered a prize last year of $10,000 to any per-

son who would invent a machine which would bind grain with its own .

straw, hoping in this way to escape the extortions of twine combines, and it
is said their object has been obtained by the invention of a machine which
will meet all the regquirements, and resalt in a saving to farmers of ten to
fifteen cents per acre in binding grain. 1f a similar prize will secure the
invention of a stove that will burn cheap corn-—all corn below twenty-five
cents per bushel is cheap corn—as economieally and with as little labor
and loss of time in keeping the stove supplied with fuel, as the usual stoves
burn eoal or wood, it would add at least five dollars per acre, at present
low prices to every acre of corn raised in [owa. Nothing can more speadily
or move greatly add to the prosperity of the farmers of the corn raising
sections than the consumption of about 100,000,000 bushels of that grain this
winter as fuel.

Corn makes a very hot fire in usaal stoves, but there is too much inereased
labor involved in keeping the stoves supplied with corn to keep up n regu-
lar heat. This is the only problem necessary for solution to give farmers
speedy relief from cheap corn and the subject is worthy the attention of
granges, alliances and inventors.

Space is not given the article quoted from the Zowa State Regis-
ter for the purpose of giving publicity to canses and remedies
which have universally been rejected by the people of every civil-
ized nation, but to show that the daily newspaper claiming the
largest circulation in this State, fully recognized the depressed con-
ditions of agriculture. Nor was this acknowledgment confined to a
single issne of the publication referred to, but was maintained by a
long chain of editorials, as will be seen from the following notes,
which are extracted therefrom:

Over-production for several years past has kept the value of corn below
cost to the farmer. If 100,000,000 bushels could be burned in stoves for
housekeeping, office and shop purposes, it would double the value of all the
remaining corn before three months.

"The farmers know that the consumption of cheap corn as fuel, if it can he
made practical and economical, will relieve the great depression which
has resulted from over-production.

It can be safely said that nothing has ever been advocated in the interest
of the prosperity of the farmer, and of all business interests in the corn-
growing regions, that could so speedily and permanently give relief to the
depressed conditions of agriculture as the general burning of cheap corn for
fuel.—January 21, 1890,

Increased consumption or the general fatlure of erops ave the only things
which can remedy the long continued era pf over- production and consequent
low prices. These facts prompted the Register Lo advoeate the construction
of stoves which will burn cheap corn as readily as the usual stoves burn conl

L
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and wood, and in this way largely increase the consumption of corn and
preserve the supplies of coal and wood for future generations after the soil
has become exhausted. The burning of 100,000,000 to 150,000,000 bushels of
corn as fuel this winter would make every remaining hushel of corn in lowa
worth fifty cents inside of three mouths, and there would be no surplus to
be carried over to weaken the price of next year's crop.—January 24, 1890.

If it (the Register), had the power to burn 150,000,000 bushels of corn
during the next two months, Town would be vastly more prosperous than
ever before, and so continue until the world was again overstocked with
corn. —/anuary 20, 1890,

The Register cheerfully accepts all responsibility for originating the project
for u stove which will burn cheap corn us readily s coal or wood. No other
scheme of equal promise of benefit to American farmers has ever been pro-
posed in the entire history of the nation.—February 1, 1890.

The Register's corn-burning stove is coming, and it will prove the greatest
blessing that agricultural regions have ever experienced. There has heen a
constant effort among farmers for many years past to find some plan which
would regulate grain supplies or prevent over-production. The corn-burn-
ing stove will do both, and it will save the supplies of wood and coal for
future generations.— February 4, 1890,

The Register's cheap corn burning stove will bring unequalled prosperity
to the farmer and to all other interests in the corn and other graio-growing
regions.— February 7, 1890.

The cheap corn burning stove is not » hobby with the Register, but it is a
matter of unequalled importance to the great corn growing regions of the
world.  Over 10,000,000 of aeres of new land have been thrown open for set-
tement during the past ten months. This is an area more than one-fourth
as large as all New England. Corn will be one of the principal products of

all these new lands, With favorable seasons the over-production of grain
will steadily increase for several years. Where is the surplus to go* The
other nutions of the world are now taking all of our surplus that they can
absorb and cannot be forced to take larger qnantities. A grester diversi-
fieation of erops would sid a little in localities around large towns and cities,
but these are only atoms in the immense grain-growing regions. The farmers

must raise crops, and the number of farmers is increasing largely overy
year.— February 23, 1890,

Mr. J. Welch, of Sargeants Bluffs, in a communication to the
lowa Capital, Janusry 14, 1891, furnishes some valuable informa-
tion on agricultural depression in Iowa. The reader will observe
that the estimated cost of producing corn as given by Mr. Welch is
far below the average of others, and the average yield used in his
caleulation is far above that of the whole State, while the market
prices given by him are taken from book records, made in the
transaction of his business affairs, which precludes the possibility of
exaggerating the loss to corn producers of that seetion. Following
is the communication referred to:
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shall speak from personal experience, T have fed cattle every winter for the
last five years. The first two of those five years I fed corn of my own rais-
ing. The first year the cattle went into the feed yard about the 26th of
November. At that time I could have taken twenty cents per bushel for my
crop. [fed those cattle until the May following. At that time had I had my
corn in erib instead of in the cattle, I could have taken twenty-five cents for
it. The second year the cattle went into yard about the 1st of November,
I could have then taken about eighteen cents for my corn. They went out
of yard about the middle of April. I could then have sold my corn at 22
cents per bushel. Since theu I have bought what corn I have fed and [ find
by referring to my scale board that the highest price I have paid during the
succreding three years was 18 cents per bushel, and the lowest price was 133
cents per bushel, making the average 22§ cents for the first year, 20 cents for

the second and 154 cents for the next three. And the grand average for the

five years ending February, 1800, was 104} cents per bushel, and as I
have always paid the top price I am satisfied that my average is correct for
the months and years specified, and as at best § of the corn produced in this
locality has passed out of the hands of the grower between the 1st of Octaber
and the 1st of May of each year mentioned, it is reasonably certain that the
man who produces corn under the first estimate, and sold it during the
months mentioned, has done so at a loss of about 24 cents per bushel. And
he who has produced corn under the second system has lost the amount of
the diference between the cost and production 1943 cents and the aver-
ago market price (for the time mentioned) 1944 cents.

The average local market price of grain for one or more years
may be above cost of production, and even indicate very remuner-
ative returns to producers, yet a majority of farmers may sustain
heavy losses during the same period from sales made at prices be-
low cost of production. Such results are quite frequent and almost
universal in comparatively new States, or where farmers are heavily
incumbered by debts, owing to the fact, that, as a rule, the lowest
market prices of grain are paid while the greater part of any crop
is passing from the hands of the farmers, and the highest market
prices are not given until the larger part of any crop has passed
from tneir possession. .

Ouat of every ten farmers in this State only three are able to hold
their grain for maximum prices, while the other seven are forced to
sell at minimum rates or whatever happens to be the market price
at the time the crop became marketable.

The great **visible supply,” or the vast volume of grain offered
on local markets, at such seasons, contribute to a further deprecia-
tion of prices, and no considerable appreciation is reached until the
greater part of the surplus has been sold by the produncers.

The *‘bears” have absolute mastery over the “*bulls” in every
central market whenever large volumes of produce are being mar-
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keted, and they use such opportunities to force prices to the lowest
possible level. Therefore, the inability of a large proportion of our
farmers to store their surplus grain militates against them and thus
the average market price of grain is not the measures of their in-
come,

So general is the forced market of farm products that it not nn-
frequently occurs that when prices are lowest railroads are -unable
to meet demands for transportation to eastern markets. The fol-
lowing press dispateh from Topeka, Kansas, dated December 24,
1589, furnishes a striking illustration of this fact:

“A State official, who returned from a trip throughout northwest Kunsas,
says that thousands of bushels of corn are being burned for fuel. In some
counties the market price of corn is less than fifteen cents per bushel, while
coal is from twenty-five to thirty-five cents per bushel. The corn makes ex-
cellent fuel. The corn crop on hand is immense. In all the principal corn
producing counties it is stacked up in large ricks without protection of any
sort, it baving been impossible for the last thirty daysto obtain ears in which
to move it, the railroads having been unable to supply the extraordinary
demands of transportation. Every railronad is short from 800 to 2,000 cars."

1f western farmers were able to store their grain and market it as
demand requires, and market prices were not manipnlated by gordid
interests, average market prices considered with cost of production
and yield, for a given period of years, would perfectly indicate the
profit or loss to farmers who raise grain for market. But under
present conditions a universally large yield is more likely to re}ault
in loss than profit to the producers, and average market prices
always indicate much larger profits than the farmers as a whole
have received.

The following table shows the profit and loss to Iowa corn grow-
ers from 1880 to 1889 inclusive. The acreage, yield, and average
local market prices used are compiled from thejs.gricultu_rsl reports
of this State for the period named. The cost of production is based
on the average of 1,179 reports from Iowa farmers to this Bureaun.
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The foregoing table shows a loss to producers of >
000,000 on the corn produced in this Str:lhe during t!mmp(;ﬁ;dh‘:;ﬁ.
These ﬂgulras represent the most liberal estimate given. They show
that from 1880 to 1800 the farmers of Iowa received an avarage of
$0.73 per acre for the corn produced, or sixty cents per acre less
than cost. This calculation is based on the presumption that all
Iowa corn producers have received average market prices for the
corn they marketed. But the basis of such presumption is untrue
08 detnonstut:ad by the market manipulations of the last ten years
ma p;?vmlilf:g valne:b of all farm produets at the time when th;

portion of every abund i
o o pmdnco?s. ant harvest was passing out of the

If, out of every 100,000,000 bushels of corn marke
bushels are sold by the farmers at 18 cents per bmh:d' m;rg':{ljm(;gg(j
000 bushels at 42 cents per bushel, it is misleading to mnme‘r th;t
the 100,000,000 bushels of corn was marketed at an ave price
of 30 cents per bushel, because in reality the lfxl,ooo,m)lr].gl:mheh
thus marketed broflght-tha producers 84,800,000 less than indicated
by the average price, 30 cents per bushel. And it is reasonabl
certain that seven bushels of corn are sold by the farmers ut mjn'i‘:
mum prices, to every three bushels sold by them at maximum

In fact there is a wider difference in the corn mar-

proportions of

:::ud by the producers at maximum and mini:gzm ral:a:. mS? great
b;:u the disparity of prices that the approach of abundent har

vests have been regarded as ominous of universal depression, and
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some writers in their haste to retaliate against what they seem to
regard as the taunts of our Creator, in giving his people too much
have vehemently urged the burning of corn for fuel that market
prices for the unburned portions might be foreed to a point above
cost of production.

There is every reason to believe that the losses on corn to lowa
producers is greater than indicated by the preceding table. Tt will
be noticed by the following table complied from the **Album of
Agricaltural Graphies,” issued by the National Seceretary of Agri-
culture. June 16, 1800, that the average local market value of an
acre of Iowa corn from 1880 to 1890 is given ut $8.63, or $1.10 per
acre less than given by the figures compiled from the agricultural
reports of this State.  Although complied on the basis of average
prices without considering the number of bushels sold at the vari-
ous rates, and therefore subject to the same general eriticism, the
report of the National Department of Agriculture shows a loss of
$141,806,377 to the producers of Iowa corn for the period given.
These figures, however, are based on the assumption that the cost
of production as given by the recent reports of 1,179 farmers to
this Burean is not exaggeratod.

For the correctness of these estimates the reader is respectfully
referred to that subject treated elsewhere in this Report.

The lowa State Register, in its article of Jan. 18, 1880, recom-
mending the farmers of Towa to offer a prize for the invention of &
stove that will burn cheap corn says, **All corn below 35 cents per
bushel is cheap corn.” Thirty-three bushels of corn (the average
yield per acre in Towa) at 25 cents per bushel, equals $8.25, there-
fore, all corn which sells for less than $5.25 per acre is cheap corn.
But the crop referred to by the Register had an average yield of
forty-one bushels per acre, and therefore, to give full respect to the
authority quoted it is but fair to say that all corn with s market
vilue of less than $10.25 per acre is cheap corn. A part of which
the writer insists should be burned as fuel to save the supplies of
coal and wood for future generations and increase the price of the
remaining corn to figures that would give producers a margin over
the cost of production and greatly revive all business interests in all
corn producing sections.

Flax seed grown in lowa has doubtless returned a reasonable
profit to the producers, but flax is very deteriorating to the soil,
and its production is largely confined to the northern part of the
State, or where it can be sown on newly broken, wild land, and
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therefore, it takes no important place among the permanent crops Perd SRERSERRSILICANISRARISRCUMRRERAENY
of otr haid Srow i Meiohh o [49a angua axuiany momddddgse N drEdesnETcunACReTeswY
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National Secretary of Agriculture include sweet potatoes. £ i SavazesesRaee
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Following are the individual reports by counties of one thousand
and fifteen farmers. The local market price of shelled corn to net
eight per cent profit on investment is computed from the average
yield, average value of land and average cost of production from
1885 to 1889 inclusive. No data relating to farming for 1890 was
taken by this Burean, for the reason that most reports from farm-
ors were received before the crop of 1500 was harvested:
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ment in farming less profitable than equal sum loaned at 8 per cent
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PROFIT AND LOSS ON FARM PRODUCTS.

The following table gives the number of farmers from each counly reporting profit and the numbcr reporting loss on the Juarm
Wud;gm-, covering a period from Dec 31, 1883, lo January }J IS90, This table may he somewhat erroneous, due
to the { that not all the correspondents may have fully tested by practical expericnee the profils and losses of all the products

, but it mﬂclz‘iudwnm the kinds of produets relurming the greater and lesser profits, and no doubt many of the
products named have sold at @ loss for the period given. 1t will be noticed that out of a total of 1,015 reports 575 report a
prafit on hogs, while only 90 report a profit on cattle.
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VOICE OF THE FARMERS.

The accompanying notes are the words of the farmer correspond-
ents to this Burean, They represent all shades of opinion, and,
like the statisties furnished by the farmers, your com missioner is not
responsible for their character. Some commissioners of statistics
have consigned to the waste basket all comments and remarks from
correspondents which did not give landable accounts of universal
or attribute all failures to the weakness of individual
character instead of social wrongs. But the farmers deserve to be
heard, and their opinions should be respected on every subject per-
taining to the conditions of agriculture. For that reason space is

given here to all, without regard to whether their remarks please
your commissioner or satisfy the public, One thing certain, our
farmers will never receive a just reward for their toil, until through
education and association they learn to think and act for themselves.
A little more than one year ago a leading journal, published in Des
Moines, was pleading with the farmers to burn one-third of their
corn, and one of the reasons assigned was that it would prevent the
holding over of any surplus to wesken the price of the next sea-
gon's erop. But that great journal, in its issue of May 31, 1891,
contained the following editorial paragraph:

hhamdmtmmnhnoubummu desler has made
#50,000 on corn in store this spring. This is only an indication of the great
ﬁﬂn farmers of the State might have made if they had had an organiza-

_ to provide for the storage and sale of their own surplus products.

This should convince the farmers that they must work out their

own social and financial destiny; that society and this busy world -

will not do for them what they should do for themselves. And it is
for the purpose of aiding in the dissemination of thought and inter-
change of opinions that so much space is given in this Report ©
the following notes from farmers: -
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Farming and stock raising, since 1885, has i

., sk 883, paid nothing on the investment
after paying taxes, labor and the wear and tear of machinery. We work
harder and longer than any other class and our pay is the smallest

I have taken great pains in answering your questions, and yon may rest
assuged that they are correct to the very best of my jmlm;u-nt I gave
gach question due and careful consideration which accouuts for the lon
time it has taken to reach you with my reply. . =

In June. 1888, corn sold at twelve cents per bushel above cost and all the
balance of the time since 1983 below cost. From 1585 to 1889, inclnsive
oats averaged sixteon and three fifths conts per bushel on our Iooall m:u'knts.
which is just about the cost of production, Wheat has sold at a loss o.(
£2.00 per acre. I have lived and farmed in Adair county since 1870 and from
my personal knowledge of four townships, and from what farmers tell me
about others, seven-tenths of the farms are under mortgages.

Actual mortgage foreclosures are pot common iu this county, It is not
usually done that way. The mortgagoe demands payment of the mortgagor
which he eanunot make, and a sale of the property is made to the mortgages
on his own terms, and all the public know about it is that Mr. A. has sold
his farm to Mr, B, The price paid is not often given. But Mr. A oither
becomes & renter or goes west W commence life anew.

During the winter of 1839-90 corn sold for much less than the cost of its
production.

Profit on farming depends lnrgely on the ability of the farmer to turn his
grain and hay into live stock, and even then, net profits are difficult o as
certain, s the farmer uses u large portion for the sustenance of his family
without computing the value. »

Farmers' children attend school about as regular as the ¢hildren of other
¢lasses and know about as much. But there is not enough money in the
country to do the business, and we have to pay too much for hired help, in
proportion to what we receive, Hived men on the farm make mord money
than the farmer.

- h‘(.:ouming me;[l“mi::l hins not been profitable. A eertain cvop may pay
current cost of its production but the expense of farmi ;
when the crop is raised. £ B jore e

My report is based on the market price of farm products on December 1, of
ench year since 1885, 1 think farmers get along with fifty per cent less labor
than was nsed to do thie same work twenty years ago.  That amount has heen
displaced by labor saving machinery. But, as s matter of fact, & lurge par
m dhi:pu;od could be given work if the farms were kept up as they

. But so long as farms no profit, farmers w
us little hired labor as possible. i e e '!”-"'-"“

Tn regard to loss of farms by mortgage foreclosure, T only answer for

A my
township, and although many are mortgaged, none that [ know of have
been foreclosed as yet. It would be better if they were, for these farmers
are merely working for the holder of the mortgage.
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My nearest neighbor is an jndustrious farmer. He bought his farm in 61
i
somoom];n:::::dou are quite hard to answer. My ealeulatio
hased on perience, and I ecan truthfully say that he Is not a lazy

| 1576 and paid $10,000 for it. He stocked it and hired one man each year at
i $150, paid his taxes, which smounts to §100 per year, and kept up repairs,

and that isall he has been able to do after supporting his family.

25,000 invested in farming returned as much profit

co 1880, Asarule it hasretarned #5,0000 less.

allianee while in session. (Report

farmer but a good manager who makes both ends meet

1 put the number of those who have |
st their farms by 8 y
:::;:r: 1;Iu.-r cent, w!:lt the reason the per cent ls not ::—:x:g;, f;mluu-
ave rene their mortgages. If they conld not have rm:::‘;

Not by any means has
them 80 per cent would have lost their farms.

as #5,000 loaned at 8 per cent sin
The above answers were made by our
6, Allamakee county.)
Noinvestment in farming Lo my knowledge has return

{ know of a few farmers, who, under favorable eonditions hold thelr own.

They were a little ahead, and by close economy and jodicious management
have kept ahead. A few others having their own help—grown-up boys who
stay at home—lo very well. But a majority of the farmers whom I kuow,
are in debt, and they find it very hard to pay the interest, and if present
prices continne and present systemns prevail, they never can pay the prinei-
cipal. The farmers here are industrious, economical and sober,

This is a German community, and as a cluss, they are the thriftiest

farmers. They accumulate property very fast. Wages are higher (#19.00
el Inborers scareer than before the days of improved machinery.

Have answered your questions as
: wall as [ could. [ have farn
:‘:‘Ykﬁh ii‘::ﬂ“s and have but an eighty-aere farm. 1 do lmn:l" ::lll i:l -
ok and have but three in my family, but I have not receiv -
for my labor. : g o 5

ed 4 profit since 1885.

My auswers hold good for the wes

sstern part of Awd T
of the farming industry is such that a liviog ‘"“ul;ru::ont:;nn?; e
pectod, many do not make thart. ol gt -

Land has decreased in value al

S0 yout 20 per cont sinee 1880, and all farm
ducts:t:m decreased in price, so much 5o that the more a farmer rnlnmptrl:“
poorer he gets, and he has to mortgage the farm to meet exponses X

Where schools ran lon, ix

gor than six months the time lost |
: 4
greater. My answers to your school questions are bnsed o’:‘:p;::“::::g :

per month) &
‘There Is & great searcity of farm Jaborers this season. Female help is always school year, or 130 days. The loss of all incomes on farm iuvestmen
searce. : s
:; :?;ln{.u cases, been made up in uncompensated lnbor au:;t::me v::;nhaw.
ap who own farms have made it up as far as possible in mxurh‘l'gl.

[ think the investment in farming, including stock raising, has just about
vents, which have beggared the tenants.

paid 8 per cent. I presented this blank to three local alliances, and the

answers are the average of all.
1 have worked on a farm in southern Iown fifty-two years, have owned and
managed my farm to the best of my. ability; and while I have made a living,
1 bave not made one dollar where the money joaner has made ten on the
same amount invested. In this locality, as shown by my rveport, there have
been but few foreclosuras of farm mortgages. From 1870 to 1880 many of
our best farmers lost their homes by mortgage foreclosure.
In estimating the price corn should sell at to net eight per cent profit, I
figure that it costs twenty-three cents per bushel to produce corn, without
counting taxes on land, crib room, or cost of hauling to market.

The average cost of producing oats is #5.00 per acre, and the average sell-
ing price since 1885, has brought 84.55 per acre. ;

The extremely low prices for farm products and the partial failure of crops
for the past few years in this part of the State has had the effect of keeping

© ous farmers down to bed rock. 1t is all we can possibly do to make ex-
penses.  Low {uterest and more money in circulation would be a blessing to

I know a number of farmers
well. The farmers are as prosperous, on an average, ns our

the towns and cities.
This report was to the Farmers’ Alliance in {his community and

submitted
was approved by them. (Report 10, Appanoose county.)

In regard to foreclosures, have been 1
" ass than bet
The tor::!mu:l'sa nrke’ ma‘de by curbstone brokers mo;:ewwmu ;ﬂ?ﬂ:r; Imm.
panjes or local banks. In fact eastern companies have k 4
of interest and have been a hel ve kept down the rate
p in one sense to the farme her trusts .

a': combines :u:;;.- been robbing us with their high tariff :mr ::;:f sohomes

farmers o 8 county are educating th ’
ances and local assemblies in a quiot ‘“; emselves by combining [nto alli-

1 filled out your blank to fit my furms
y own neighborhood. Some fars
:::n :nld subject to the mortgage, while many are struggling nlong'b:s
& m;; eep the interest paid. Some have kept oven by selling part of thelr
. You can call that much a loss, for the morigage has taken it :

1 farm and hire all my work, and
generally farming woul
:hwruld lose money, but by breeding fine stook, I oan ml: :o’t"mm
mnm“t. That 1% 1o say breeding fine stock for b puplr.
hhl:wwm the past fiye years has not eleared 81,00 por day for
hor nor 2 per cent on his investmant,
1 observe that those farmers who are able to 'wm-
buy graio to feed § W

they raise are maki who | '
ey sut hhintl.“ some money, while those who have to sell thelr grain.

Thete has not been any profit o ) jeat
P et o‘!" .::n;ktndd grain for the last ten years

There has been no profit, as a rale, o %7, and since
Ther , on grain products sinoe 1887,
that time the profits of farming have fallen 4 per cent hehind mu;;:lhg-

here who begun on nothing and are now
people in

I
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poe did and is getting Jess profitable every
from 1icts to Scts per pound and fat hogs be-
_ which has been the rulg of late years. The}
cost to the farmer. 1f & farmer who owns eighty acres of land wou
#150 per year for hired labor it woud take the entire surplus of the
pay it. The farmers feel Jissatisfied and have just cause for it.

Farming st times has returned & profit and at others s loss but it is safe to
say that the farmers in this township have bearly made expenses sinch 1885.

In this, ‘Sp:ing Creek township, Black Hawk county, there have been two
foreclosures and T know of eightect farms thal are ander mortgage about
fifteen per cent of W hich have no prospect of paying them.

[ believe that half the farmers in this part of the State are working their

farms at o loss.
1 have looked the matter up in our township, and find only nine farmers

who can hold their gmin and other products for the best prices. Most

farins are mortgaged.
The bulk of shelled corn has been murketed st eighteen cents and oats at
sixteen cenlts and eattle at #8.25 per pundred pounds. Corn should sell at
return & profit-

twenty-eight vents pet hushel to
1 have had many years' experience as 8 farmer, and think my answers
are correct Farmers, as & rule, can make uo profit on corn at Jess than
thirty-five cents pev bushel.
1n the itemized statement made by one of your Ida county correspond-

ents, giving the cost of producing cors, copy of which you sent me, he
cost of repairs, etc. No laborer can live and keep 2
searcely furnish them s eom-

farm to

men and

they are employ becanse a
you tmxrepoﬂhmmct 1 got thirteen of mndghhorhm-

ors to sign it with me.

pay about 5 per cent on

To own aud rent & farm in Boone county will
n;upuneu.uc.

to the landlord after paying taxes, keepi

five cents per bushel. !‘nmwholmlmck to eat
have made some money. but those who have sold their grain have lost,
except those who were able to hold It over.

harvest and a self-rake reaper
method of eradling graiv. yet neither
done with the eradle.
Uﬂuﬁnhﬁd&omuudwmwmm
ilthttnm—mthln!m

The answers in this report were
session of our Y

;w.ﬂtuhopwmmmm.mﬂm-
surplus

Awmwnwm;amhwmmmﬂm
W!ﬂp«uﬂtoﬂﬂho&d

dnthawo:tmyehnpcrtbnltm

farms have changed hands on account
were forced to sell to save

of the mortgage. hmmmmm 7
themselves. read and spproved in open
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In this vicinity -=
of it Thel;‘::l‘l}c':::;wﬁ‘ as a rule, do not sell graia, bat buy 1
; i : > Y mor ’
i e abge. ¥ h_orst:-. hogs and dairy products, and are ‘i § (T Vous
: . aw of them are in debt and thev es » in what is
money they need at a moment's notice ¥ ean borrow all the

Weare in lwpus sS0m i i
sS4 (sthmg “'l“ h(‘ l'!n],u i
= ' ) s to enl ﬂ'h en the ped o P’
Arue condition of this country. It is much “1‘“1111‘ ’ Hegome e

The question, wi :

e t:l'l.'i i !lil:ﬁm ‘l‘tt profit have farmers received on the labor of hi
nab Shadie \ ilt to snswer.  The general verdict is none ;lml vy
y EXPOnSes o ey eme i . , A8 : .
Parmars “nl e s at the low wages they have been able to Ol:l. .l “;l" Iha“-'
» DOt Very prosperou wt a2 ain help at
. rous sonn the : :
miachine by those theyowe. ' their grain is hauled from the

I have tuken much pai
pains to guestion farmer 4
not the > ners. Why i goodness ca
ot the genersal government loan monoy direct to th y u'. = - =
jnterest® v o the people at a low rate of

ho gov -
. The lmelrumu at should loan money to the fam
jnterest us it does to the banker - R M N

Fl.mf” hU own lllli.l' Arims nol cons ¥ L] vesty 4 ‘f he
W ] f 1 l‘" ! i ,
A llll r their in nen t
‘h” ", ‘l ¢ = al the tud of thl' Year th(‘ ¥ nre ﬁl‘iﬂﬁe‘l ' If lll!ml"" "‘n‘d
earti M, wonld L2 “ ‘hﬂ‘il farms lnd tﬂkl.‘ ()I t -3
; a W "l‘uul Ih',' pnl‘-

These answers are the bes
. t I can give for my
> : or wmy neighborh
.n:'wddid nf,:m' ‘ulw paid cash rent last year and o:ld theml o
receive enough to pay the rent. They had e i
not laxy farmers, either. R

There bas not been much

sh profit in farming
ﬁn:mom of every hundred have rather m:‘t:ckr l‘hellm‘ u two years; nlasty-
, 1887, and 1889 profits were not so bad. n made snything,

I think I have given
You a correct answer to
mised on a hrmm , but learned the blacksmiths' mmf'hmr:!? ::luo“ﬂl:tm
:ndon pa:-m about fifteen per cent better than farming. If & m‘;u =
ough to pay for a farm and stock it well, he may make some mwm“

1 tell you it is by the most rigid

: d economy that farmers keep from running
e s e e
:h“manmaw: have hh;::r usney lankiuﬁ q:::ln. n:u:;u plln
i 4 make pay from twelve Lo twenty-six per cent to

In 1886 flax seéed sold st 4 loss; in
. in 1588 wheat and oats
fn 1850 cattle and barley sold at a loss; bmhv&huuﬁ“' -2y

Our bankers here seldom foreclose vietim a little
s a mortgage; they give the
money snd take the farm, which Mkmuﬁl&q-ﬂlﬂﬂi‘m&.

stock-raising hummdnhir:o;:mm“h this coanty, but
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Corn can be raised at a profit when the selling price is thirty cents per
bushel; but when the market price runs down as it did last winter, corn

must sell at a loss.

Marketing grain means a loss 1o the farmer; but, as a rule, the farmers who
feed their grain to stock pay off their mortgages, bat, of course, this requires
much more capital. .

You will see that I have given a profit on butter; 1 mean by that that
there has been n small profit on dairy proaucts, allowing one-fifth of a cent
per pound for skimmed milk with which to feed hogs and calves. The
farmer has had about all he coull earry, and I don't think the MeKinley bill

will help him any.

based on the condition of things in this vicinity. Asarule,
the man who works at #20.00 per month mukes more than the farmer who
tires him; for when we come to pay off our hired help in the fall we have
nothing left from the income. The average farmer does not make fifty cents
per day clear of board, say nothing of other expenses incurred.

In filling out your blank 1 speak only for the northern part of this cold-
water township. The majority of the farmers own their own farms, or at
jeast claim to, and stock-raising is the principal industry.

Alfnost any year except 1539, corn and oats have sold at a profit, but not
until the bulk of both had passed ont of the hands of the farmer. During 1859
corn and oats sold below cost thronghout the year, and the farmers say if
they could find help during haying, harvesting and corn husking by the
day they would not hire by the month for eight months because it does not
pay. But the rate of wages is 80 low on the farm that help is hard to find.

Farming in this vicinity is largely devoted to dairying and hog raising.
Farmers who raise grain to sell are renters and they make a poor living.
This s considered a prosperous farmiog country, yet a farmer who has
25,000 or 47,000 jnvested, and has from five to seven persons in his family, all
working 800 days per year, considers himself ot the high road of prosperity if
he saves from $200 to 3250 above expenses, and that, as o rule, is expended in
improvements necessary to the farm, which is believed by many to be n sign

of wealth and prosperity.

This township is settled mostly by foreigners, wha, as a rule, do not send
their children to school. Thus muny of them can neither read nor write.

*1 think if a farmer counts the labor of himself and family there has been
no profit on any crop ruised here since 1885.

The law of supply governs prices to some extent, but the hoard of trade at
Chicago controls prices of farm products to a greater o less extent and
should be abolished.

The average yield of corn in this vicinity for the past five years was twenty-
seven bushels per acre, and the average price paid at Clarksville for the
same period wos twenty-three cents per bushel. There are a number of
farmers here who have been puying on mortgages for the past ten or fifteen
years. They have gained very little, keeping about the same from yearto

My report is

B i s
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year. Th.':!om have made substantial improvements and still pay their inter.
I:: o ore h‘a:c been a gml!.lmany improvements made on hr;ns here dur

ree rs, suc i : '
ing o past yea as buildings, ete., but mostly with borrowed

Farms here have not paid more th
. an three percent. Loanv ;
hest investment in the West. l canieg taoneg 1 e

.l have a good farm of 160 acres, free from incumbrance, well fenced, and
with suitable shelter for stock, hay and grain; 1 hire but s very small ﬁ[:;onn!
of labor, and 1 must say that [ only come out about even ench year

My report is |.umlo from close caleulation and eareful observation with an
pxperionce of fifty years closely devoted to farming. Take out the death
loss to the hog industry, which is eight per cent, and it leaves that but livel
better than other lines of farming. ‘ .

hl ‘pruuamnd your farm blank to our alliance and the answers given are
their report.  The per cent of foreclosures is small, but the number of farmers
forced to sell to escape foreclosure will reach fifty per cent

w::-:k:o;'mliu:m like ours where land hns advanced in value rapidly thers
ave been more profit on money Invested in fa ‘ :
e 3 rm land than if loaned

Have tried my best to answer all but one of
: your questions, - I think 1 hav
received a profit of about ten per cent on the Inbor of hired men. Nearly :;;
nmmer far::lrn :;rmmd me complain of having lost. So I leave the question
answered. i
SR cannot be convinced that my answer, as | figure it, would

Up with your distilleries all over Inwa and we wi

Il get better prices fo
our corn, rye and barley; also help eattle and hog market. Be I:et;uomr:
instead of importers. I am a prohibitionist when the United States is prohi-
Ht!m:;e:mt :::l for Towa alone, we cannot afford it. See the original pack
nges bein i i '
ks b?ly. pped into all parts of the State, and out goes our money. Peo-

All & man can make on a farm is pay for his labor; if he
; hires the labor
done and pays taxes, ete., there s nothing left. Th
done a | ng loft. is has heen true for the
It Is only during the summer months that ch
R s nihs that children are kept from schoal to

From close ohservation for the last few rong
years I find that only th
ulous} cconomy, snd the hardest toll, is the farmer able to :ny upum.
I don't think the farmer is protected like the maoufacturer. The high
z:;iﬁ:n of nll theltu.ru:er has to buy, and the low price of all he has to -3::
sooner or later,
o i r later, with high interest, make the farm owner of to-day

The hard working economical farmers are barel

, y holding their own, but if
:iekm or misfortune comes they loso their farms. Six in my vicinity
st thelr farms last year. The foreigners seem 1o do better than the native

b
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born. 1f you will take cattle and hogs away there will be no money in farm-
ing, The man raising grain to sell is on a short road to the poor house.

1 can not find words to do this subject justice. The situation of the farmer
is getting worse and worse year Ly year.

There has not been as large an amount of mortgages foreclosed ns there
would have been from the fact that the mortgagors foreseeing the inevitable
consequences, have, as a rule, sold out to other parties, and thus saved a
small amount which they conld not otherwise have done.

Most of the loans on farms are renewed every five years, the amount is as
u rule being all the land will bear which is about one half the value of the
farm, The raising of grain has paid us nothing for the past five years.

The answers to your questions were furnished by the Lyman Alliance, No.
1145, with a full attendanee and I am satisfied that they are as nearly correct
us can be,

I find that it costs twenty-uine cents per bushel to raise and deliver corn at
the railroad station to make eight per cent on the money invested. There-
fore £3.000 loaned at eight per cent and compounded semi-unnually has
returned a much greater profit than the same amount invested ‘in farming.

The German farmers here, as o rule, keep their children from seven years
old and upward all at home and at work from seed time in the spring, until
corn is gathersd in the fall. They seldom hire help; they live well; raise their
own meat and buy but Httle out of the stores,  Their eggs and poultry are
made to pay their stove bills, The money realized from hogs, cattle and all
other products of the farm are net profits to them. The women and men,
from youth up, all labor in the field, They pay ont but little for labor and
are gotting rich,

The wage laborer on the farm, here, being boarded and having his washing
done for him, makes more money than his employer. It is the farmer who
is compelled to hire who is driven to the wall heve. There is no ¢lass of men
who work harder and move hours than the farmers for so little pay.

Land is high here, worth $50 or more per acre, Farmers who are not pay-
ing much intevest, and are feeding to stock all they raise and all they can
buy, are making some money. Renters and those badly in debt, are selling
their grain, and are not holding their own but are poorer than they were
five years ago.

I can truthfully say that nioe out of every ten farmers, for the last five
years have done well if they have kept even.

1 figured corn at thivty bushels per acre and land ut $55 per acre. There
have been no foreclosures of farm mortgages in this township siuce 1880,
that I know of. This vicinity is one of the best, oldest settled and highest
cultivated parts of the State, and for that reason there are no foreclosures.

I have been running a farm in fowa for the past thirty years and can say
that a few farmers who have large farms and keep much stock are making
some money, but the great majority ave only making a living by very hard
work. The men who bave made the most money here are the movey logners
and speculators. They do no work except to watch for opportunities.

1801.] COMMISSIONER OF LABOR STATISTICS. 6T

Agrie-ﬂlmr:ll depression is caused by an insufficient amount of monesy in
girculation to do business with. It has been monopolized Ly law to the
injury of our tarmers and laborers. I withheld this report until I could
submit it to the lodges of the Farmer's Matual Benefit Association here for
their approval.

Some farmers have realized three per cent profit on the labor of hired
men, but generally nothing ;

If the present stagnation in agriculture be due to indolent and lazy farmers
the world is full of them. If it had not been for the hog crop lm;‘i of !hm.li
sands of farmers would have been driven to the wall, and by :Ilil appearance
the profit on hogs is being rapidly removed. v W

Farming is the least profitable of all industries. If a man stavs at home
and works seventeen hours out of twenty-four, and live on what {\'lll not sell
and subsist as a slave, he may keep his head above water, so to speak. l"rﬂ;
trade on what he sells and protection on what he buys, will eventually neultl
him to the poor house,

In making this report I have taken pains to look up from every availuble
souree, any information which would help to make it correct. And in the
absence of any means by which I can make this report more correct I am
abliged to submit it as it is.

Farmers have to a large extent quit keeping hived men, because the wages
of labor is greater than the profits of farming will pay. The number of
tengut farmers ave increasing. Successful farmers raise only such grain as
vequire the minimum labor. The value of land exclusive of improvements
in country districts has not deprecinted during Inte years,

The children of farmers ave, as a rule, kept from school during the summer
months to help along the work of the farm and so enable the parents to give
Shylock his pound of flesh. The children of town laborers get more school-

ing, because in these later years it is more diffienlt to find employment for
them.

My answer to your first question is based on the average yield of the State,
which is high for our loecality. [ think fully three-fourths of the farmers
are forced to sell their produets before the average price is reached. For
instance, oats sold at from fourteen cents to fifteen cents per bhushel last fall,
and not above eighteen cents until April, when they went to twenty-five
cents, but not more than one-fourth of our farmers were benefited by the
twenty-four cent market, most of them being foreed to sell hefore the raise
came,

Very few farms are lost by mortgage foreclosure, The mortgage holders
prefer the interest to the property and thus grant extentions while many
keep praying to be protected some move. It is mostly renters who are
closed out. Seores of them are elosed out every year in this county,

Moneydnvested in farming has returned three per cent less than money
loaned even swwhen the rise in the value of land vesulting from improve-
ments and increase of population is considered.
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Most of the farms that were mortgaged in 1880 have changed ownership
to save foreclosure, and as o general thing the new owners are still carrying
the mortgages. But actual foreclosures are very rare in this part of lowa.

Consulted many leading farmers before answering your questions. We
have a foreign population here, and they are industrious and frugal; they
can do much better, as a rule, than Americans, in farming, as they arve strong
people and keep expenses below income, if possible. It takes a long time
for the average farmer to recover financially from a special dispensation of
Divine Providence, namely: Sickness and loss of teams, stock, ete., but he
loses muech more in tariff tax for eastern millionaires.

Give the people money S0 generally abundant as to not exceed an average
of three per cent interest per anunum, and by dictum of law pay one per cent
of it to the general government, one per eent to the State, and one per cent
to the county; it would give to the industrial classes in the great northwest,
the west, southwest and central States such an era of prosperity as the world
pever before witnessed.

These estimates are made from setual conditions in this immediate locality,
and I venture the assertion that there are not three sections of occupied
land in this vieinity that is not ineumbered by either mortgage or judgment.
1 am convineed that these estimates are not overdrawn, and I feel sure the
same will average with most localities in the State.

The majority of farmers in Chickasaw county have had a discouraging
time since 1878.

1 do not think my report is’ overdrawn, for it is the general cry among
farmers that they only make a living, and lay up nothing for a rainy day or
to pay off the mortgage. 1 do not know what they will do if they do not
have a change.

Horses, hogs and fat cattle are not directly farm products, for they can be
raised cheaper off the farm than on it in other words, hay and grain can be
bought cheaper than it can be raised. About fifty per cent of the farmers of
this vicinity are renters.

I have been farming for the past twenty years and find it difficult to make
both ends meet. More monéy is lost in farming than in any other industry.

We farmers think if we had the free right to buy in the markets of the
world, inasmuch as we are compélled to sell in the markets of the world, we
would be much more able to compete with the money loaners for the soil on
which we lahor.

'Phis report is based on the wages of adult labor. Many children are hired
out for almost nothing in this neighborhood. Stock and butter only can be
sold at a profit. Generally farm products are sold below cost,

Many farmers would not keep hired help if it were possible to do other-
wise. Stock is the only profitable part of farming. Selling grain meauns
bankruptey,

Your questions were read at a meeting of our loeal alliance and the yiews
of the members were given, and T give the answers accordingly.
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1 read vour blank to our alliance and e
' yous ach member was assi
tion and their answers acoepted by a vote of the meeting “;'1:12‘”1 ;\quaa—
mgng?go ff)reclosum since 1880 are only five per cent. ‘I‘he.: other t::' ot
cent given in the report relate to forced sales to avoid foreclosure oy

The farmers of CI‘I)’ ch'l!'ll}' have not recei
- t > " *, T
ooy I ceived three per cent on their invest-

Those who invested in wild lan i
s d and improved it h
=% 3 B ave made i
jnvestment through the rise in the price of land. Itisa lm:; u:emm S
the best farmers to make a living, pay taxes and keep out of de’:“ﬂlgglu s

In regard to products sellin
ot g at a profit since 1885, I rep
. : wrt flax I
hm-sles and hogs at a profit, but 1 hesitate to put hogs in the Ii;t of : li h?}l
products of the farm. If they ecan be kept free from disease they npre:, > "le
able, but disease has caused many farmers to lose money on such i.n\'esng:’nt:t-
nts.

All things being considered, the hired

wred, s man on the farm makes n J
prt:lﬁt. thfm the fa.rmel". There is no profit in raising grain for thlum:]:linr
and very little p}'oﬁt in any farm products. But the increase of stock o
the rise in the price of land have given the farmers considerable aid e

Wild land in this loecality has doubled in v

\ ralue since 18
age farm products have sold at a loss. Only a few in tt:l(;;l b;tr(:: ol's.
safely report a profit on money invested in farming. .

In this vicinity good horses have been : 4
iy tiasell ave been as profitable as any other product

I eannot find a farmer here who claim i
s that he is makin :
claim to do is to pay expenses. Some are not doing that e

We cannot produce an acre of corn i

\ n this locality for less th

which makes the cost thirty-eight cents per bushel, considerin :ﬁ:w'm'
age yield which is thirty bushels per acre here, ¥ o

Many items of expenditure and labor re i
quired in the product
are overlooked by farmers in their efforts to be auumnl‘l:ll. I.;fdk::e;l: m;:::‘
io gu:rd against local sharks who grow fat on their toil, The pimtuaicooks
or the rich laden ship, the local shark for the struggling farmer.

Many who own their farms clear of mor
i ‘tgage ave renting them, and
::ve in the cities and do other work. They make their Hv?ng expensa::':;
ave the rent of their farms clear, whereas if they had stayed on their Farms
they could save as much as they get in rent.

Ten per cent of the farmers of Clinton

county vent their farms
landlords on a small seale. Fifteen of our members were present wh::d' .ur:
questions were discussed, and they agreed to the answers herein made. =

Very few farmers, after payin '
: s g reasonable wages to th
obliged to hire, receive five per cent on their ln\'aeguant. gt

The condition of the farmer is now su

X ch that there is no inducem
invest in land. Farmers would be better off if they had thel: tnvm:::ut:
loaned at six per cent. I settled on a farm here eighteen years ago and have

*NoTE; The forty per cent referrisd to 1s not enteroed in the report.—[COMMISSIONER,
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improved three hundred and sixty acres, [ have a fine farm, vet find it hard
to pay taxes and other expenses and keep out of debt. If anyone thinks it
is caused by laziness let him try it and he will be the wiser. 1 regret to differ
from other farmers in regard to the price corn should sell at to net eight
per cent profit. Ido not think the estimate you sent me from the Ida county
farmer is the correct way (see remarks to report one, Ida county). The
pearest way 1 can figure it for this locality is this: Farm land here is worth
from 320 to #25 per acre; I ean rent the land for eleven bushels of corn per
acre.

008 SorS OL MDA o o« o <o vvesssinsasvmosvronsneasdnnesrendanye, sovans & 2500
PIAKEE + o ssseswsnassbssrspasasrnontse o REEIR & N4l en e Sl A : B0
Repairing fenees, 610, .. .....ocorsaesracamrromssianasinees AN 25

B & o 5o vihn i3, varenin s SoiRRanAPbldssisoaisheinabacxai)ess 8 2575
Elever bushels of cOPmat 200, ..uocovvrreinraarnrrunairmrieness A 22
Eight per cent interest on 830,75 . v ninairrniannsanve Ty e 2.06

Bxooss Profili, . ovoosscsogrversasqaivasisivessasonnepnnes e A4

If the £5,000 loan was invested in a farm and machinery to run it, the
result would be a loss. But if half of it were invested in young stock the
farmer would recelve more than the loan company. [ based my calenlations
on selling the grain and not on feeding it to stock.

Many school children in this vicinity do not attend school more than ten
days per yesr. With but few exceptions all farm products have sold below
cost of production since 1885,

Farmers here escape mortgage foreclosure by taking a little more than the
face of the mortgage and deeding the land to the holder of the mortgage. 1
know one man who had just 885 left out of one thousand acres of land, after
he had deeded it to the agent of the loan compuny.

Now, if the report goes out that corn should sell at twenty-nine cents per
bushel to net eight per cent profit, which you say the reports thus far show,
when it is well known that millions of pushels were sold the past winter for
Jess than eighteen cents per hushel, it will certainly have a bad effect on the
value of our property. The condition of the farmers here,the Lord knows is
bad enough, and [ think they should not make a report that will contribute
to make their conditions worse.

A one hundred and sixty scre farm, worth #4,000, with 21,000 in stock,
secnpied by the owner and his family, well worked and well managed, has
produced more than 85,050 profit since 1880, if we count family living on the
profit side. But when we allow fair pay for labor, about half that smount
only can be made.  If by extra skill the produets have been much greater,
the owner is entitled to skilled labor.

There is not a farm in this township that pays two per cent on the invest-
ment counting the labor of the occupants. Farm land has decreased in
value and it is only by hard work and shrewd management that the average
farmer keeps his head above water, so to speak.
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Farming is profitable where farmers do all the work tl
k - 03 ork themselve
their families. But they eannot induolge in luxaries. NN NS S

‘l-i R+ jos .
officers should be reduced fifty per cent. M RATIIOT i

Any man who raises grain and sells it is no farmer
grain into more profitable produets.
time.

He must turn his
He must find employment the whaole

Nothing raised on the farm has returned a profit for the past five years
The mortgaged farmers toil on year after year, hoping each .”“.l.,.,,‘“nf' )‘e-n;

will find them better able to pay the mortgage. But, alas! their hogs die of

cholern or their crops nre poor or prices are below the profit point. Nota
dollar of profit is realized on the labor of hired men an the farm .

Since 1882 farming has been unprofitable, anid, on an average, farmers
have lost money. The mortgage docket is on the increase.  Those who have
escaped loss have, as n rule, enjoved the most favornble conditions and do-

mestie help.  Under existing conditions a change in the ownership of the soil
is inevitable.

By interviewing some of the best farmers in this connty they inform me
that only for the profit made on pastures their farms \\-m.lld put pay taxes
and expenses. And that there is no profit whatever in grain at present
prices. Many farmers have eseaped the mortgage by selling out for a trifle
more than the mortgage called for. §

Country children from six to twelve years old get about six months’ school-
fug per year. From twelve to sixteen years old four months per year. How
long, 0! how long, will the farmers and other laboring men stand divided
and be skinned? Let us get together,

_ 1 have lived on a farm all my life and am more than fifty yearsold. [ have
livedl on the farm | now own during the past forty years, and [ know that
nine-tenths of the farmers have lost money for the past ecight years,

1 know by actual facts that I am not as wealthy now as I was in 1885, and
1 owe no man anything, and did not in 1885, I have worked as hatd as ever,
and if any man will pay me three per cont, compounded semi-annually for
ten years, on what I have saved since T came to Towa in 1846, he may have
the property,

Corn wonld have to sell at twenty-six and two-thirds cents per bushel to
pay eight per cent profit on the capital invested. I buse my culenlations on
a forty-acre field at 8600, team, $200; feed, 320; tools, 8100; labor, #80; and
calenlating thirty bushels per acre, which is nhout the average yield hove for
the past five years.

There is & depreciation of all farm vroducts. The very best farmers ave
going backwards. The cause is due to the searcity of money. There is not
money enough in circulation to do the business of the country.

My answers are given with no shading or coloring. Isubmitted them to
Crow Alliance No. 1828, and they were endorsed as being correet. In
regard to foreclosures I cannot answer, but the fact Is, the foreclosure pro-
cess has not yet commenced.
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In this township three-fourths of the children are kept from school during
{he summer season, but seven-eights of them attend school during the winter.

Having lived on and worked my farm in Decatur county for the last twenty-
two years, and having compared notes with bundreds of other farmers, I
can safely say that money invested in land will not return more than four
per cent per annum, one year with another. Farmers are so beset on every
side with combinations and trusts, both in buying and selling, that it is hard
to keep out of debt.

I have kept a strict account with my 840 acre farm for the past twenty
years and the land is not worth as much in the market as it was twenty

years ago.

Many farmers, to escape mortgage foreclosure, have been forced to sell at
a sacrifice. Boys from ten to twenlty-one years of age seldom enjoy school-
ing during summer and fall terms. Farmers seldom receive any profit
from hired help. This report was approved by our local alliance.

I have interviewed many of our most successful farmers on the subject of
your questions. Out of fifteen farmers interviewed the average price corn
should sell at to net eight per cent profit was fifty cents per bushel. There
can be nothing made by raising corn for sale. The farmers in this county
feed the most of their corn and in that way barely keep from going any
deeper in debt.

About seven per cent of the farms have been sold by mortgage forclosure
since 1880, but most of them were small farms and owned by men with large
families. About four per cent of the land has changed hands by mortgage
forclosure during the last ten years.

I do not think any farmer in Delaware county has made eight per cent
profit on #5,000 invested in farming during the last five yeavs. There have
been but few forclosures. Money is plenty in the hands of the money loan-
ers, and they would rather have the interest than the land; therefore, they
renew the mortgage until the farmer becomes discouraged and sells out to

got a little to enable him to moye away.

Danville township, Des Moines county, Iowa, is six miles square and of as
good u quality, I think, as can be found in the United States, cultivated by as
industrious and frugal a class of farmers as Ihave ever et with, Notwith-
standing these favorahle conditions, five or six hundred men, boys and teams
have been working through oold and heat, wet and dry, early and late, Yot
according to the assessor's books for 1889, which [ compared with 1872, we
were in the aggregate of money and credit, real und personal property, more
than $124,000 poorer than before all this work was done. .

Some of our farmers make money by speculating in stock and loaning
money at interest, But that cannot be called legitimate farming. That is
Yiving by the sweat of some other fellow's brow. Yet certain politicians
point with pride to that class of so-called farmers as an evidence of agricul-
‘tural ;

, ing for a meeting of our alliance of which I am president,
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Farmers here work as hard as the

. ¥ are able to, and as lon
There are a few large farms in this township that pay a prEﬁT :I::ty o
three per cent on capital invested. DR

Fat cattle for the past five years, have so fluctuated in price that it is diffi
cult to tell whether as a whole there has been any profit on the: b
There is probably a small profit on wool, If grah; and other md eyt
always sell for what they bring to-day, (August 25, 1800) l-l . &
good profit in farming. R

In reality most of our farmers do not own their farms. They are mort
gaged, Bul farmers are gritty and deny themselves many comforts to keap

up the interest. Only the s okl :
ke y the small children attend school during the summer

Corn costs #82.00 per acre and sells for $6.00; wheat costs 28.00 per acre
and sells at !{1.00; oals costs #88.00 per acre and sells at 80.30. so you can
see that there is no profit in these products. P

The' answers herein given are based on a knowledge of the neighborhood
in which I live, and as I am well acquainted for several miles around, I can
say that most of the farmers for the last ten years have no more t.hn‘u held
their own, and last year they fell behind on account of the drounth.

Corn with us averages about thirty bushels per a
r::'ims are mortgaged and the umrtg;tgo lndcbtﬁnmc:; :t:‘: 1::::1{0’.‘“'1"‘::
:m cttaa:heconomy will not pay the 8150,000,000 taken anuually from the farm-
4 0 ehnorthwest as a margin to speculators. This sum is the difference
ween the prices fixed by them and prices regulated by supply and demand.

A large per cent of the farmers of this cou

ty are mortgaged, but the
majority of them are able to keep up the i u '
2 By p up the interest. What the result will be

Searcely enough farm products have sold
! at a profit since 1885 to enable
the farmer to pay taxes and expenses. | held your blank some time wait-

But few farmers in this part of the State are
prevented by the press
:l;eir debts from holding their prouucts for best market [I:Irim PNotu:o::
an one third ave thus prevented, Very few farmer's boys go to school
durlug the summer after they wre ten years old,

Large erops mean low prices, short oro prices. '

i ps mean high Therefore,
conditions are not matevially changed by the qumti'iy- barvested,  Since
1880 the farmers have had hard work to make more than a living,.

Farm products have been small on aceount of a partial crops
- failure
during the last five years and nlso the low prices for grain, PR

My loeal alliance aided me in aswering your questions. The managed
farm in this vicinity eannot be said to have mqadc more than t.l:h':::'r per cent
profit on capital invested since 1885, The last question s not answered for
want of information on that subject. My impression is that the next few
years will result in more mortgage foreclosures than has yet taken place here.
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Nearly all farmers in this county make butter or sell milk. April milk
petted the farmer forty-two cents per hundred pounds. Fresh butter at the
store sells at ten cents per pound. It takes n mighty happy disposition to get
any comfort out of such prices. A farmer told me he had to get up at 3:80
A. M, in ovder to get his milk on the stand on time, Hé said he could stand

t but he noticed that his little boys looked droopy about noon. These little
fellows would be too sleepy to learn if they did go to school.

The farmers are not so hard pressed in this loeality as they might be, but
there Is, nevertheless, a feeling of dissatisfaction. They feel that there re-
wards are less than speculative schemes, The producer of corn does not
realize a8 much ag those do who receive it after it has passed into their hands.
The smallest profit received by anyone dealing in farm products is received
by the producer, who works hanl and long to bring them from the earth.
And we farmers elaim that system is nofairv and unjost.

There have been times since 1885 when grain sold at a profit, but only for
brief periods. As a rule, it has not paid a profit to raise and sell it. The ex-
pense of raising grain, allowing nothing for the labor of the farmer, often
abisorbs the crop.

Corn will return more profit when fed to hogs ani eattle than when sold
at the usnal market prices.

I have run my farm by hired help and know how it pays to farm. Last
year it paid a small profit and it is my opinion the oat orop will pay the
present year,

I am satisfied our profits for the last ten years have been very small but 1
think (lazy farmers excepted) we have mude small gains. Hired help is get-
ting its full share of the profits and a faithful hired man should have his
just share. So you see I am no erank farmer.

The farmer in this loeality is obliged to do his own work for the reason
that the price he receives for produce will not justify him in hiring more than
he is obliged to. Either wages are too high or proiduce is too low. The

farm hand who gets 820 per month is making much more than the man who -
hares him

It is not right to compare the business of money loaner with that of the

farmer. It requires brains nnd foresight and business taot and labor to bea

successful farmer and very little of these is necessary to lend money,

Except the increase in the value of land, farmers here have made but
little above expenses.

Farmers here have not made more than expenses since 1383, except cattle
feeders, and many of them have lost all they had within the past three years,
Renters have given mortgages on their teams and other chattels.

It is my opinion that farmers, as a rale, do not keep posted in regard to
their occupation. If they did they would raise less corn when it costs more
to produce it than it brings wheu sold.  Our best educated farmers make
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Industrious and frugal farmers, who settled here many years ago and got
s good start before theve was general depression, seem to be getting along
all right because they ean combine a little speculation with farming. But
the farmer who begun with a small capital, during the past ten years, has
made very little or nothing. Many of them have failed after a hard struggle.

During the past ten years the best farmers here have made some progress.
Some have lost money. The majority have made no asdvancement. The
alliance has done some good in aiding those who take no agricultural papers
and have kept them posted on new methods.

Forty per cent of the farmers’ children arve kept from school eighty school
daya per year, as shown by the school records.  Farmers who are good busi-
ness men make some money on hired help. T do all my own labor and
usnally come out a little ahead at the end of the year.

It may seem strange that we hire help when it is unprotitable but we are
in the boat and must hire help or sink. One man cannot successfully do
many kinds of farm labor alone. It is by strict economy that we are able to
pull through.

I have made a livtle money since 1 comumenced farming here. 1 seldom
sell grain, 1 feed it, but feeding cattle and hogs has not paid all the time and
does not pay at the present time,

For the past three years drouth has had something to do with the low
profits on farm products. Still I think our county has kept well up to the
average of the whole State if vot above.

As a rule farmers who feed their corn and oats to cattle and hogs and use
o large part of their farms for pasture and hay are doing quite well; while
those who depend on selling grain do not do well. It is only by strict econ-
omy and hard labor that small farmers and renters can make s living, «

1t costs twenty-five cents per bushel to raise corn. Durlng 18586 and 1887
wae had a fair profit on grain, but in 1888 and 1889 grain sold at a loss.

One-half of the farmers who have their lands mortgaged are forced to sell
their products at any price.

All farm products sinee 1885 have sold below cost of production. Farmers
as a rule do not consider the cost of any produet. If they receive anything
for the lubor after paying taxes and other expenses it Is considered profit by
them.

The loan companies allow the mortgaged farmers to hang to the willows,
as it were, becanse if they can get the interest it is better than the land,
Farm land has depricated here in the last ten years. Farmers ave discon-
tented and many of them do not know what is the matter and they continue
to kiss the hand that smites them.

It costs £10.25 to produce and market an acre of corn. [ am positive that
the indebtedness of the farmers of this county is greater at present than at
any other time in its history. | make this statement from elose investigation
and extensive acquaintance in this county sivce the spring of 1871, Hun-
dm-hmuuldnunonvo mortgage foreclosure and have gone west or he-
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come renters. Fifty per cent of the people who composed the population of
Grundy county in 1870 have gone away on account of a failure to make a
living here. Climatic changes making wheat raising impossible has wrought
a great change. The introduction of greater horse power in connection
with improved machinery since 1570 has displaced one man to every quarter

section under cultivation.

The burning of the surplus corn for fuel, with the purpose of increasing
the price of the remaining corn, as has been recommended by certain news-
papers, can never prove beneficial to farmers. The reason is obvious. As
soon a8 farmers begin burning ecorn it will be looked upon by the schemers
and the speculators as indieative of the near approach of higher prices, and
they will hoard corn to reap the benetits caused by sacrifices on the alter of
fire by the corn burning farmers. The man who recommends the burning
of a part of the corn, as & means of increasing the price, assumes that by
common consent the sacrifice will be equally divided among the farmers ac-
cording to the number of bushels produced by each. Now everybody who
knows anything about human nature knows that no such scheme will work.
As soon as the corn burning process begins one farmer will hoard his corn to
receive the increased price caused by the burning of corn by his less saga-

cious neighbor.

I do not think that there isa farm in this township that pays two per cent
on the investment after the labor is paid for.

What the farmers need is a united effort sod the co-operation of all labor
to bring about needed changes of conditions.

[ have an excellent quarter section of land, but I have run behind for the
past seven years. There hns been but very little building and improvements
done on the farms since 1885,

Since 1855 all products have sold at a profit some of the time; likewise
some have sold at a loss some of the time, except hogs, raised by skillful
feeders. 1 have resided in Hardin county twenty years, and have an
intimate aoquaintance with the people in it, and think my answers are true.

It is seldom a farm mortgage is foreclosed if the interest is paid. It is a
better investment than to own the land,

Here and there a farmer may be found who has saved $1,000 since 1835,
but I believe there are twenty-five who bave not made half that amount

where there is one who has made more.

Farming has especially been a very poor paying business during the past
two years. [ do not think a common farm hand has produced enongh to
himself. I employ from three to six all the time. Cattle have been

Taised at o loss for the past three or four years.

This report was submitted to and adopted by the Hardin County Farmers'
Alliance, in regular session, assembled January 15, 1801, (Report No. 11,
Hardin county.)
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Farm laborers are scarcer here than in 1870,  Labor saving machinery has
caused the scarcity of laborers who were then so plenty In piantins’r and
harvesting. Without labor saving machinery the western farmer would have
po chanee in the markets of the world. It is his only protection,

1 have studied this matter very much, and must say that when we pay our
taxes and other expenses, the erop is usually gone. :

In this township the general remark among the farmers is, *‘Farming don’t
pl.‘l "

A considerable numberof farms have been sold under the sheriff's hammer

while a large proportion have avoided foreclosure by trading or selling their
farms, Some farm products have sold at a profit for a brief period, hut most
of the time below.

There has been no profit in farming since 1883, Farmers holding their
own are considered doing well.

It is difeult to compare the profits of farming with the profits of money
joanlng for the last ten years. But in my opinion s majority of the farmers
who were worth 85,000 ton years ago would find it difficult to realize that
amount for their property at present.

In this particnlar locality the farmers are getting out of debt in spite of
the hard times, ‘This is the best farming spot in the world; we never know
what a failure is.

I live in Jefferson Township, Greene county, and can say that only one out
of every thirteen farms are free from mortgage.

Farmers depending on grain alone have not done well. Horned stock
have given poor returns. Hogs somewhat better. Horses best of all.

The farmers are looked npon as a simple-minded eclass who are expected
to aceept every theory advanced by capitalists and money loaners. When
we have good crops we are expected to believe that hard times iz cansed hy
over-production, and when we have short erops we are expected to belleve
that hard times is caused becsuse we did not produce enough, The Lord is
said to be taunting ns poor furmers with too much one year and too little
the cest. But we farmers have learned better than to blame the good Lord
for the crimes of the Chicago Board of Trade, the money kings aud the dear
protected infunts, who form trusts to rob us. Farming is not profitable
and will not be until there is a new deal.

There s no money made on hired help on the farm and they are only
hired where it is necessary, in order to earry on the work advantageously,

1 believe, and know it to be a fact, that from Janunary 1, 1890, to July 1,
1800, the farmers of Howard county borrowed one-half million dollars,

All kinds of farm products, as u rule, have been produced at & bare mar-
gin of profit and that only by close application and strict economy.

A few more years under existing counditions and ninety per cent of lows
farmers must lose their homes. The government must loan money directly
to the farmers, at & low rate of interest. Interest on mopey is Shylock's
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winning card. My hope is that the reports of the farmers of Towa to your
bureau will bring the whole people to s fall reslization of the danger that
confronts them.

1 have farmed continuously on one farm in Howard county for move
than a quarter of a century. I began the old fashioned way, with an ox
team. To-day 1 own my farm of two hundred scres free of delt and
have something besides, But while 1 was working hard and struggling to
pay for my farm I earned enongh to pay for a half dozen other farms, each
as large as mine, which 1 never received, I paid the principal and interest
of the mortgage out of the small end of the long chain of profits in farm pro-
ducts as they pass throngh various hands on the road to the consumer, The
farmer has not been justly treated and I can truthfully say that if T had not
made a good start before 1880 I could never have paid the mortgage. Since
that time thgre has been very little or no profit in farm products to the man
who produces them. I keep my farm seeded to clover and timothy and
well supplied with cattle and horses, and that is the only way I can keep
out of debt and pay taxes.

Corn has paid a profit when fed to hogs aud cattle. Some wise invest-
ments in land have paid ten per cent profit cansed by the natural rise in
jand. But they are exveptions unless the grain raised has been fed to stock.

In this part of the State only stock raising and the raisein land have added
to the wealth of the farmers. Those who have raised grainto sell have made
no profit.

I doubt if any of our small grain crops have paid a profit since 1855. But
there has been some money mude on hogs and eattle where corn and other
grain has been fed. If stook of all kinds are included, then this part of the
country has no doubt made & profit of seven per cent on investment,

Mortgages, to the best of my knowledge, are not being paid off, but many
have been renewed and the loans inereased. One banker here has five
thousand acres of land, nearly all bought at sheriff’s sale.

Our school records show that thirty-three per cent of the children are

kept from school forty school days per year. Most farmers are doing their
own work as far as possible, feeling ns they do that hired help is unprofita-

ble at the present rate of wages and prices of farm products.

No mortgage foreclosures on farms here, but many have sold their farms
to escape foreclosure. The protit on hired labor is so little that it cannot
e found.

Farm produets in this vicinlty have sold at a loss for the last four years
in succession. The loan companies are getting the farms. I think it is high
time our law-makers did something for the farmers.

Some farmers do not manage as others do, and therefore do not get ahead
and are often compelled to sell when things sell low. I think if such would
even get o fair price for their products they could get along better, but this
and other causes make them very hard up.

“This report was submitted to Honey Creek Allisnce and adopted as the re-
port of the alliance with an sttendance of forty members, A greal many of
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the members thought the price of corn to net eight per cont profit on the |

yestmeut should be forty cents per bushel, but it wasagreed to make it Il'r‘\' |'ll-‘
conts per bushol, with land at 330 per nero and a yield of thivty bushels i
acre. . neis por

-
A farmer often has his entire year's work in two or three cars of s
and when shipped to Chicago, he must sell to the highest I»i.l.llfn'l[‘ stock,
is genernlly obliged to sell for less.  And many limou. he I.'I:!l'I:I" : I-l?‘. .
margin in his favor. Truly this is a world of chance aadalll

It is acknowledged by every farmer that there is no profit on the lal
hired men on the farm. But some will wak, if there Is no profit vl f‘lw 8
hire* Simply because many of s are compelled o, Tt would | ftdys.
sensible to talk about plowing with one horse as it wonld to {‘.lk 1 o i
ing hay with one man, Id to talk about stack-

It costs about thirty cents per b
] . ishel to ralse corn In Lhi
1 : .
present price of labor and land NPT S e

Thirty per cent of the farmers of this county will lose their farms durin
the noxt ten years if times do not got better. Farms here do not net f %
!mr gent profit. Farm land is cheaper now than It was ten yoars s
Thivty per cent of the changes of title in land in this county ht- Il“:n'
jadebtedness that could not be paid otherwise, i

I cime to this county twenty-three y

yoars ago and my observation 1
farmers are about as poor now as they were then. Wild land cuuhl'l;n;hl.n:
bought st 816 per acre, and the same land with good improvements can now
be bought for 880 per acre. This will not pay the cost of Improvements,

U wa h“ll in thl! oountry n !'“mf'iﬂnl ?UI““IL‘ (l' fllll ] ,
o egal Iandl! mone ‘u
ulrculll.tiuu Lo d“ u'll:‘ ll“_‘iuﬂ“ w“h, lhl.' !h!‘ltll!r wWoll d e
: l ‘m ey [Il’ot‘lﬂﬂl‘lll

A farmer in our county with one hundred and s
family of small children must be very industrions m‘:l‘ ?&g&lﬁdﬂ :
living, Hired holp on the farm for the lust five yoars has proven a mﬁlu:
to the furmer. Any farmer living a considerable distance from market need
uot be told that there is vo profit in farming.

The smount of incumbrance on mortgaged farms is usually [
rom one-
to two-thirds their value, and when the farmers find it Iml;ouibh to l;‘;
::::. tjnr!: or u:u wlwmm hope of saviog something for themselves. The
oining mine on the enst was sold that way and the ing !
farm on the enst was sold to satisfy debt, E mabc b

I firmly boliove that money invested in land and rented to

niunts
cash reat, will, in the future, return as much profit o the Inv?unl'll tal:
samie amount loaned has returned to morigage companies,

Farms that were worth from $40 to #60 per acre in 1830 are slow sale to-day
;::;uw;.:.?m. ?m:;w?rmmhnmhnmuidrnwn for the past ton
A armer can afford 1o pay present rates of farm
at the present price of produce. J s i
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For several years farmers have received little more than scanty return
for the herd labor of themselves and their families, possibly four per cent
on their investment.
1f the value of products used on the farm are counted the profit will be
increased, but the profit of farming is very small.

In 1892 [ was taken sick and have not done two months’ work since that
time. 1 was 82,500 in debt on Yy farm of one hundred and sixty acres, on
which I paid eight per cent interest, My oldest boy at that time was seven
years old. I have bired my help, paid $1,000 doctor bill and paid #500
on my debts. Dairying and raising hogs and horses has been my mode of
farming. I[ustead of selling grain I buy it.

There is now being cirenlated a great deal of pure, unadulterated “rot'
vegarding the poverty of lowa farmers, and the statements made of the farm
mortgages, etc,, are largely the work of demagogues, who think by posing
as the friend of the farmer they can thus cover up their own rotten records.
Excepting in the matter of cattle there has been no great loss to the farmer.
Many were convinced that the range cattle were about played out, as it
were, and took it for grpnted that prices wounld soon be better. But since
1885 there has been » steady decrease in prices and great loss 1o those who
had goue into cattle extensively, About mortgages, 1 know of about twenty
cases of foreclosure in ns many years; geven or elght were the result of pure
recklessness, and as many more of speculation in other property, while the
balsnce were mostly cases of disaster that no eaution could have provented,

such as sickness and loss from locs! storms of great severity. So faras I
know, there is no investment that & man can make now that will give so sure
returns a8 the farm; of course it requires a level head to muke mouey in
these days when there are so many trained to driving hard burgains, and so
many unscrupulous about their statements, The great detrimeat to the
agricultursl industry is the enmmercial pirates who speculate in the products
of our farms; and 1 care not whether it is a small pirate, bucket shop, or the
Chicago Board of Trade, it s piracy all the same. No, Mr. Commissioner,

I am disgusted with the whaole business of trying to make it appear that the

Jowa farmer is just on the verge of bankruptey; it has done our State more

injury than can be andone in the next ten years; of course the money kings

like such statements beeanse they serve ns an excuse for keeping up extor-
tionate rates of interest upon Western farm loans; but, of conrse, this is not

~ what you asked of me, nnd I trust you will pardon what may seem like
impertinency, but [ am all out of *“whack ™ about this matter of western
farmers going into bankruptey; somebody has lied—andaciously led; and it
seems it is to be kept up until eredit is depreciated. If you want any more
information please address me.

As n general average I do not think the pro
pumtonnplullnrmd.

I have not had much experience in raising grain to sell, us I feed it all on
the farm. And it has been nphﬁltminmlorﬂ:omﬁva years at that.

‘But few farmers’ children under tweive years old are kept from school.
But the boys from twelve to eighteen years old are nsunlly kept from schoal
during the spring and summer terms. :

fits of farming much over two
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It is misleading to compare the profits of money lending with [ i
although such doubtless was not intendad. But money is an unp M"lﬂ‘“‘ll‘l'
power and may be compounded, Money at eight per cent com : Tt’: ‘i“.u;;i
soon absorb the wealth of the world, but there is no sueh thing ;ul:-c.-l o i
farming. Another thing which makes the comparison unjust to the ';‘W““
:_.; u‘.p l’;w; l|\|nl tllu.- l-;nuiug and profits of endless millions may be c:‘:::l?

sod in the hands of onn man, while : it \ |
what he ean actually 1"““!!.-9.‘ hile a farmer's profits muost be limited to

Ouar l:r.rm-'rﬂ hl-l'c- are generally very hard workers and very good husiness
men. Sines 1879, there have been fewer dabts contrnoted and fewer fore
nlmu.n-;. Mauy of our farmers owned their farms before the I‘l‘|;e“il:|l'l
This 1s an old settled community, I :

I have made some money, while some of my neighhors have not But th
farmers of this vicinity nre, as a rule, about twelve per cent l‘ll'llﬂ"f‘ off thn:
they were in 1885, Yet the drouth is very severe here {July 27, 1890, ) and
1801 may leave us ton or fifteen par cant poorer. [ :

Corn and oats are generally fed to hogs and othe

\ 3 r stock to keep the wolf
from the door. Thers are no foreclosures hore owing to other mat‘;\mia than
selling grain. Our sohools are badly neglected in some settlements,  All
ate obliged to work to pay off the mortgages.

Abont thres per cont of the farmers here are acoumul
) , ating wealth. Abo
twenty per cont are hard pressed to pay their taxes. s

The farmers, as o class, have hardly held their own fo

i sluss, r the last ten s,
Farming requires hard work and close ealenlation to make it a moc{::uu
BUCCCSS,

1 know of no mortgage foreclosures in this vicinity, but the farmers
only able to pay the iaterest, They have not reduced the principal v:;
much. Hogs have netted but a very small profit.

The advantages and attractions of life in the cities anil towns and
cheapuoss of land south and west continually take from us our most imlut‘i.
gent and active young mon. So much so that farm Inborers are oot, ss W
x u;k‘::'hd in u:o work that they perform. Furm machinery does not
reatl capen the cost of production of farm uels hut its
satisfactory than unskilled help. o7, e 1

We receive no profit from the labor of hired men. Weo employ them
to keep up caltivation hoping for better days. Over nln:;l:uml n!an??
in‘:wu_ are tzammw wre tndustrious, and economioal,
Any farmor who his mortgage has do X :

down or by speeulation. T

ljohemuwhlmmavmphmrmwolmm-
small amount each yenr if they attend strictly to their business. st
xowmwhmmummmm Some of the
shrewidest farmers are makiog a litt but the majority are wakiog
G - : ng o money majority are makiog
l L]
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This report relates to Cedar township only. Farming pays with proper
management. The trouble is we farm with too many farmers who manage
poorly.

The farmer who is sharp enough to market his stock and other products
when the “bulls” are masters of the Chicago board of trade, is saving
some money. But those of us who are eaught by the * bears,” or have not
the mental capacity to foretell what the produce gamblers are going to do,
very often lose money. And that, too, when we can least afford it. Itisa
shame and & disgrace that our Jaw-makers will allow the profits of farming
to be regulated by the will of a fow soulless gamblers.

Thirty-six per cent of the school ehildren on the farms, over eight years
of age, are kept from school sixty-three days out of a school year of nine
months.

It has been my experience that four per cent from real estate is hetter
than money loaned at eight per cent. The trouble of getting the eight per
cent and finally having to take the property will make the difference.

No farmer can afford to rvaise corn for less thun thirty cents per bushel,
and even ut that price it will not net eight per cent profit.

The rate of interest is too high and the only remedy 1 can suggest is gov-
ernment loans on real estate al a low tate. This would compel private cap-
jtal to go into other business and open up new fields for the laboring classes.

[ am not on the farm now, 1 am living in town (Chariton). I recently left
the farm on account of the squeeze that always follows a mortgage. 1 know
something of the blessings of a mortgage.

Four per cent is the best that farming will pay one year with another.
Dairying is the only kind of farming that will pay.

There have been less foreclosures in this county than in other parts of the
State on account of the continual rise in land value and are thus enabled to
renew loans.

Righty per cent of the chiildren are keépt from school sixty days during the
summer term,

Loan compnnies loan money on farms in sums equal to about one-third
their value, and as theland increases in value the farmersaveable to increase
their loans until they fail and finally sell at a sacrifice. The splf binder dis-
placed labor during harvest fifty per cent, the stacker in haying forty per
cent, the check row planter in planting fifty per cent and the sulky plow
anables a boy twelve years old to fill the place of a man in plowing.

1 jocated heve in March, 1886, During that year and the next good prices
were roceived for cattle, hogs, wheat, oats, flax and barley. But since that
{ime crops have been injured by blight and drouth, and there has been heavy
Joss of hogs by disease.

Some keep the children out of school to do farm labor, but the majority
are anxious for their children to become educated. Farming does not pay
with so much unjust taxation.
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It is a hard struggle to live and pay interest. The farmers haveno 1
. AWS

in their favor. A farm laborver has n¢
1 1 & no chance any mor
not afford to hire. a 'S N6 The fareioy cha:

The number of farmers who have had their mortgages foreclosed |
but the number who have paid their mortgages is smaller I. UGG 50 smadl,
ship, Madison county, it is said there is but one farm lhni h R e
upon it, and the surplus goes to pay interest. as not a mortgage

In !.hl." vieinity the money loaners gets the profits of farming; 1 have b
farming here many vears and know something about it ‘ i

It is evident that eight out of every ten farmers in this county
better condition than they were in 1870. All who were much | ' :;"l; e
n‘mde little or no progress if the depreciation in land \;alttns 1;"-;“ itl oty
Wot one farm in twenty in this county is worth as much as it wuw;nngi;“:)md-
.

My report is based on the b
Sty 1 best farms and the best farmers in Mahaska

1 base my report on the judgment of thre
p se of the b
county, and they report no profit since 1885, RIS

I am running a farm of 240 acres nearly
: ; . y all under cultivation or i
I have been fortunate with stock but have made no appreciable En{“nl”“'t“m-

only made fair wages. 8

Speaking of the average laboring farmers their condition can justly be

ealled deplorable. Property unincumbered wil
s T will take care of itself whether

Some farmers figure that if land has increased in value i
increased profits. But I cannot see the logic of such mu:n:;ge:[::;:e t: :
furmer wants to sell ont. The increased value may be due to speculation o:
cansed by an inerease of population as is true in Burope, and have no bear:
ing upon the productiveness of the land or profits on products. X

The fact that go many of the brightest and most promisi
present farmers have gone to the towns and cities I;sr.u'l B’nmn:no;t;::
busivess, and the fact that our population is rapidly aggregating in tmrnsl
a_nd cities is all the evidence needed to prove that farming is less remunera-
tive than other industries. Our boys read abount how Mr. A, B, C or D, made
s million dollars in a short time in this or that business, hut tlu:oy neve,r read
about the million dollars Mr. A, or snyone else made by farming. Nor do
they find a farmer who ever made one-half or one-fourth of that. amount
On the other hand they learn that the Etna Insurance Compuny has MWJ
loaned on the farms of Marshall county, and other great loan companies in
proportion. They think of how many years their fathers struggled against
the mortgage, and how few have succeeded in paying them off, These
{acts drive our boys from the farm to the cities,

There has not been any farm mortgage foreclosures in this, Taylor
ship, since 1880. By industry and economy we are keepin , Taylor town-
are saving a little money, ¥ eping even and some

Where a farm is mortgaged for two-thirds its rarely
the farmer redeems it, e o
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This community is largely German and they are thrifty. Land ranges
from 825 to $50 per acre. About one-third of all tillable land is planted to
ecorn each year.

Farmers' children are kept from school during the busiest parts of the year,
sueh as corn plowing and husking times. Otherwise they go to school quite

regularly.

Foreclosures have not yet commenced, but many have sold their farms to
escape foreclosure and save a little from the wreck.

Men wheo feed cattle on o lavge seale claim they have not made money for
the last five years, and farmers who are out of debt say they have made no
advancement sinee 1885,

As a rule, it has paid better to sell wheat and barley as soon as harvested.
Many farm products have sold for less than cost, [ think the canse is over-
production. Even a half crop of any farm product causes o surplus of that
particular kind and there is no foreign demand except at prices balow cost.
1 can see no other way except 1o raise everything cheaper. I have no faith
in legislation on these mutters and I do not belong to the farmers’ alliance.

I have cultivated from 1,000 to 1,560 acres of land every since 1877, I
have produced as much as 95,000 bushels of grain in a single year. I sold
1,000 head of eattle from one farm one year and paid the same year more
than 82,000 for farm labor. I have 2.500 neres of land free from incum-
brance and yet I say theve is not five per cent profit in farming.

There is not & farm in Mitchell county thatpays four per cent profit. Why
do not the money loaners buy farms; there are plenty of good farms around
Osage that can be bought for $25 per acre; why don't the money lords buy
them and double their wealtht The trouble is there is no profit in farming
and they know it,

Neurly this entire township is under mortgage to Eastern loan companies.
There was placed on the records of Monona connty, from September 1, 1889, to-
Mareh 1, 1800, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-two mortgages em-
bracing every kind of security even to household furniture.

The last ten years have brought us sigver-production,” and although the
prices have been low, we have managed to pay interest. But at least twenty
per cent have sold or traded their farins because they saw no other way to
get from under the mortgage. The mortgages, however, are still on the
same farms, only other fellows serateh togather the taxes and interest. Two
years' failure would close out ninety per cent and less than ten years of pres-
eut prices will bring the same result.

Many farmers sell out from fear that the gheriff will sell them out; many can
hardly.pay interest and taxes. .

I have a farm of 160 acres and three boys to help cultivate it, and still go
poorly clad. My oldest boy worked on a public diteh last winter to assist
me in paying taxes,

Mortgaged farms arve numerous, and the outlook for the farmers not
‘encouraging.
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Many farms are u nder mortgage, but to my knowledge there has only 1
one foreclosure in this, Lake township, Monona eounty 3 iiiss

It is with sorrow that I make such a report, but such are the facts. E
the farmers have a change of conditions for the better, it \\'ill‘m Tk
before they will be under the control of n moneyed m'i'illucrﬁv\‘ RNRERE
My report is conservative and consistent with truth. There were pl
on the records of this county nearly 1,800 mortgages duri.n tl.l-.aip e
months, and they are steadily increasing. If I':u‘min-g’ will . y e
Monona county ean furnish material as good as any in the St:ait):J il

A 25,000 farm generally supports seven persons and that should be eredi
to the farm but it is not. When a man loans 85,000 all the interest : o~
to the money and nothing charged for the support of the fan l‘ll' s
difienlt matter for most farmers to tell how much the mt;l:L ks
they keep no account of what is consumed by the fa:mily w0

- I operate a t:arm of one hundred and sixty acres, all in a good state of cul
tivation and it has not paid four per cent on the investment since 1885

Most farmers' children who ar
b ) wre old enongh to work on t
from school nearly two terms per year. gy i

In the country school nearest me there ar :
Y re about fifteen pupils,
swhom attend school most of the eight months out of each yenr? t::s r:l.;‘.lnalzf

ing five only about three months. It is a shame th
e b g me that so many are of neces-

It is my opinion that any sum of money invested in farm land in this

county in 1880 cannot be realized from the same at
taxes and improvements. N

Those kept from school to do farm Iabor are nearly all boys, and in my

opinion, this is th )
agd bmmm:_ e worst feature, as they must soon take up the battle of life

It is said that farmers can hire money st a low rate
ting this to be true, the increase of da'l‘:t makes it pos:lfb}:t:::!:iwtdl::;
loaner, by eompounding, to receive fifteen per cent interest per annom on
the money loaned, Agents of loan and trust companies have visited this
county soliciting subscription to stock and picking up all the loose dollars
for loaning purposes, and every one of them guaranteed more than liftesn
per cent interest per annum on & seven year investment. But us the sub-
seriptions are payable monthly for seven years, the average time of invest-
ment is only three and one-half years. In that short time the trust
epmpanies promise to double the money invested. Now we furmers think
these facts ‘prove that debts are increasing so fast that not only the prin-
¢ipal can be reloaned, but the interest compounded from two to four times
::ti‘a m ﬁ::d pow, if loan and trust companies can p&rﬂleeu per cent
rs it comes out of the borrowers who a '
it proves that interest is not low. B e L

Small grain is no lo aised -
value since 1880, R at a profit and land has depreciated in
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loss in the depreciation of land and cattle

Farmers here have sustained »
d hogs we would all have been bankrupt

and had it not been for horses an
before this.
Few farm mortgages have been foreclosed since 1880, but butween ohe-
fourth and one-third have been forced to sell to settle their debts and have
ne elsewhere to try again, Those who were out of debt and had money
to pay with in 1880, have generally accumulated more or less, but & large
part of those who were in debt in 1880 are still in debt, but by no means all

of them.

Foreclosure of farm morigages are faw,
farms to save themselves from foreclosure.

are mo

but many farmers have sold their
Nearly all farms in this vieinity

ren between eleven and sixteen are generally kept from

*

Farmers' child
school except during the winter term,

One-half of ull the farmers’ children are kept from school during the busy
geason.
This much is certain, that farming I8 not as profitable as money lendings

. but by strict indostry and econotny a farmer can make a living and provide

# home for his old age.

The questions asked in your farm blank were pretty thoroughly discussed
at our farmers’ club meeting last winter, and it was there shown, by actual
figures, that we were raising rye at a loss of one dollar per acre and oats at
@ loss of ten cents per acre, includieg the value of the straw.

Very few farmers bave made any headway since 1885; a few, by being for-
tunate and selling at the right time, and belng economical, have accumu-
lated a little, but theyare an exception to the rule, although this is a favored
part of the Stute.

. Beventy-five per cent of farmers children over twelve years of age are kept
from school one-half the time.

Comparntively few have lost their farms by mortgage foreclosure, but o
Jarge number are only hanging on by the closest possible management.

Farming has not paid three per cent on the investment for the last five
years,

Corn, oats, wheat and barley are unprofitable to the farmers. Flax on new
ground is the most profitable crop here.

New land advaneing in value has enabled the furmers to increase thejr
Joans, but even here farming does not pay one per cent profit on ¢he invest-
ment. 1 have seen it tried over and over again.

Farms in this locality are mostly new and are increasing in value. There-
fore farmers are enabled to pay off old loans by making new mortgages,
which is the rule here.

The rise in the value of land has ensbled the farmers to renew their mort-
gages, hence no foreclosure.

1801.] COMMISSIONER OF LABOR STATISTICS -

Land has nearly doubled in value in this eo -
. anty, which enal
to pay off their mortgages with new and lurger loaus, enabledl farmers

My observation convinces me that fa ¥
rmers’ boys, from twelve ye
‘ : e ’y ; y years old
upwards, are n‘lmm-l universally kept from school during the numm{-r 1o do
farm work. Those who have paid off their mortgages during the | l
years have genernlly done g0 by selling out ’ g

There has been no profit on money Iny
2y Invested in farmi (O
in land and feeding stock. TRg SSHAPS v ey

Very many mortgage foreclosures are th
o ¢+ the result
have farmed in this county ninoteen years. sult of bad management, 1

Nincty per centof the farmers in this vicinit

. . ' ' y are only making a poor liv
They are paying about §2 per avre each year in interest for !:e p:‘irt;lli“llsi'
staying on the land. pesage e

My report represents the opinion of ten of the best farmers in this town-
shlp.mh‘hnj‘ of ;l;e farms have changed hands sinee 1580 and the sales were

perally caused by mortgage ‘hite : ; -
ﬁfm-]mum, wigage indebtedness, but there have been few aotual

Foreigners succeed better farming than native born o

and there are causes for it. One ls‘tlmt the Gerllzu‘:ns:\r'ltl’i::..n:l.ur:l::;
foreign born women have greater physical atrength and endurance thau
Al:lerionu women. ],{ hey do less housekeeping and more field work. It Is
not an uncommon thing to see a foreign born womar .

ather field work with as much ease :'ful rpidity :: 1‘::“:::3“:-3’ 1';'-1:13:"!
save very much more, and thelr manner of llvlf:g. both in food .Illll rlrul,.i:
much cheaper but is unsatisfactory to the natural wants of our own people.

Flax has been n paying erop in this county for the last fo

: W yours,
cases where men have pald for the land with one erop of wd’ﬂu. 'I‘Ih::.: ;
no other kind of grain that has pald cost of production, .

County school districts are beginning to have longer winter i shorter
sutnmer terms, to give the children more opportnaltf: to get n:nad:uuun
who ave obliged to work on the furms during the busy season.

Here in Northwestern lows, wheat, corn and barle

¥ have no doubt sold at
1 loss for the past five years. Flax, oats and pot
A sy potatoes have probubly brought
Every school hoy ten yoars old knows that no kind of farm prod :
nets
paid a profit in the last five years. Why ask such (uestions? -
It is impossible to tell the exact number of farmers who ha
ve lost thel
:::Ilm bec:.uu ::Mmow indebtedness for the reason thut such n :
ve at u saerifioe, in order to rather
actunl foreclosure, o SR s
While farming does not return large profits, it is the surest thing
on earth,
Grain raising for market does not pay, but when fud to good stock
s returns
fair profit generally. .

Some farmers are improving their farms with new bulldings, eto.,, but in

nine cases out of ten it takes an addition to the mortgage todo it. It isdone
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by taking up the old mortgage and giving »
who sre on what is known as college land, and they cannot pay the $2.50

per acre and have to take a new loase, yeb they are pointed out as our most
prosperous farmers. 1 will give you another illustration, & neighbor farmer.
The family consists of man, wifeand one son. The son, however, is twenty-
three years old and a more industrious family does not live. Four o'clock
in the morning finds them st work. [hefather took a homestead in 1860 and
afterwards bought eighty acres adjoining it. The eighty acres he bought is
paid for but the old homestead has a mortgage on it and there are some other
debts. But be will lift that mortgage if hurd work and economy will do it.
The son has not had much time to go to school but he is n splendid worker,
I give you the above as the MoOsSt Prosperois case I know of.

No money can be mude raising fat cattle at from two and & h

and a half cents per pound.
srned ns mueh profit as money at eight per cent in-
o of land is considered.

farger one. 1 kuow farmers

alf to three

Farming has not rett
orest unless the rise in the valu

[n 1880, I investad $10,000 in a farm and still live on the same. Have three
sons and two daughters. Made a good honest living ou my farm and
my children have all recolved n good common sohool  education.  Dur-
jng ten yeavsof farming 1 have only seen oue ontive fallure of crops.
Have done all work with my own boys, and to-day I consider my farm and

stock worth $15,000.

Farma generally mortgeged, Renters mak
are often unable L0 pay their rent.

The laborer who works for day wages receives mo
farmeor for his lnbor and investment.

A #5,000 farm rented for ten years at eash rent will rotarn & profit of about
#2,000, but the same farm tilled by its owner will return & much less profit,

There is no profit on the labor of hired men on the farm in this vieinity.
Wages are too high in proportion to what the farmer receives for his pro-
ducts. Hogs have brought & fair price but there is too much risk from

Most of the profits of the farm are expended for improvements and begin
to depreciate in value as soon a8 purchased. Farmers who are able to hold
their produce for favorable markets realize a small profit.

[ keep & onreful mccount of all receipts and expenditures, aod am pre-
pated to prove that my farm does nol pay any intérest on the jovestment
if anything is allowed for my labor,

{f something is not done to relleve the farmers many will soon become
renters who now live on their own farms. If farming is as profitable as
claimed, by some, why i it that the inerease of farm population is so much
less than the increase of population in cities and towns?

1 know of but few farmers who are making & profit on their investment.
Many who were in debt in 1880 are still in debt, and those who were out of

debt ten years ago have only succeeded in keeping what they had. Money

¢ no more than a living and

ve for his labor than the

.
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loaners claim to loan al seven per cent interest, but when the commissions

are taken out of the loan it makes the interest very high

Consider what the labor is wortl i

0 (0 rth and there is no \
R i is no profit in farmiong. Th
farmer who has paid ioterest and taxes, and sent his ehildren mg | q
has dotne so by very hard work and close economy 5 300,

The aumber of farmers losi {

' s losing their farms, by reason of
; . « D ! mort b .
not ]..‘ given w0 many have sold to avold foreclosure, Seores of Ku::{lz:&l‘:::“o
hanging on with a death grip. tiusting that better times will como

Farmers' girls usually go to school more regularly than the boys. 1
own schocl district there are thirty-two pupils enrolled, and .dm‘in. Ll fl o
tor term (four months), they are about equally divided i)etm-m\ n itl 3 :'h"‘
::1':19 Iiui' during the summer and fall h:ruu.u five mounths), 1 hav:lo?t::n?l;
en or sixteen girls at school aud uot one boy. re fe s v
often as 1 live only ten rods from the -.-hnul-ln‘:nml l"““.;:“::';“: tlhll;:‘.;’
entire male population old enough to work, the farners are not pr::;:mu:

1 am a feeder of stock and buy
y most of my corn and 1 know th
farmers have done very poorly for the last three years, at least. S

If there was as much protit iu farmin i
g as there i in money loaning, th
would not be half so many honest farmers i - i
i s inde
s deesiatoy abt and have to sell their farms

Thirty per cent of the farmers have lost

e their farms since 1880, N
foreclosure, st_rir.tly speaking, but they have been forced to sell to mml:.ttlg
mc:ingageﬁ which ms;mn the same thing except the name. My knowledge
and experience convinces me that farmers cannot pros prices
eeived for farm products since 1880, e %

Many farmers are badly in debt and hard

pressesd, but if not forced to
payment by their creditors will eventually get out. Taking t.ha;::ld Iu::
consideration, T do not think the 1860 crop will be any sdvantage to the far-
mers over the crop of 1889, All in all this is a diffichlt problem to solve.

I have one hundred and sixty acres of land which I val '

ue ab $5,000.
sold one year $1,200 worth of stock, grain, berries, butter, eggs ::’d rq:
tables. Have five children from four to sixteen years old. The two oldest
are boys. | paid #20 for hired help in the year 1880,

Nearly all the boys over twelve years of a from
go on the farm ure kept

school during the summer term. A

et s Sy much smaller per cent of the girls are

The farmer who invested 85,000 in farming bas only beld his own
«l 85, . wh
the mobey loaner has doubled his capital in the lnt't:n yoars, -

Our school bosrd arvange the school months in such : conflict
with farm work as little as possible. N SRS

Land has depreciated in value thirty per cont here sines 1884,

Farmers who depend on the selling of for
B - ng of grain foraliviog are in bad circum-
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Owing to the fact that farmers have been able to renew their mortgages
there have been few forelosures. If they could not have renewed them, fully

seventy-five per cent would have lost their homes by forced sale.

Have lived in this connty nine years and find it is all the farmers can doto
keép their heads above the waves; some cannot. Qats especially is an un-
profitable crop in this vicinity.

All resident lsborers have work during farming season. Ninety-nine per
cent of farms are mortgaged for from one third to three fifths their worth
and many farmers will never puy out, Farmers are not making money out
of farming alone.

Oue thing is certain, farming does not pay suflicient profit to enable mar-
ried men to become farm laborers.  None but single men can afford to work
for o farmer at the present rute of wages. Yet the farmer pays the highest
wages paid by any industry in proportion to his gross receipts. We pay a
good laborer #18 to $20 per month and hoard and washing. But if he were
martied and had a family, and we paid him 882 to $34 per month, being the
wages now paid when cost of board and washing is considered, he would be
anable to feed, clothe snd shelter an ordinary family. When the profits of
farming resch that point where a farmer can afford to pay wages that will
support hired men who have families, as many other industries now do, then
it will be time for the eroakers and the politicians to talk about the glorious
prosperity of the farmers.

If the Burpaun of Labor Statistics could give to the farmers and other
laborers thelr just shares of the good things of earth, it would be a greater
blessing to mankind than all the politicians and millionairs put together.
Why need our children be kept from school to do labor that should be done
by s full grown man, and farmers work fifteon hours per day for a bare
existenvey

Farmer boys, as & rule, ave kept from school during the busy season to
nssist their fathers. |

The highest price paid for corn at this point (Shaller) from January 1,
1885, to August 1, 1800, was twenty-three and one-fourth cents. Such facts
indicate that the farmer has been playing a losing game, And were it not
for the incrensed value of land many would lose their farms,

Thirty per cent of the country children are kept from school. The per
cent is greater in & community of foreigners than Americans.

During the last four years farming was up hill business. The four years
preceding was somewhat better in this part of the country.

1 am paying $208 per year for labor besides board and washing. I farm
one hundred and seventy-five acres, pay #550 reut per year for one hun-
dred and thirty-five acres, and own forty acres on which there is a mort.

- gage of #1,100 at eight per cent per anpum. I have paid but #200 on my

mortgage in five years,

Farming does not pay as well as money loaning, and it should pay more,
if for no other reason than the fact that more labor is required. The money

-
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loaner begins business at § o'clock and closes at 4 o'clock, the farmer begins
atl 4 o'clock and closes at 9 o'clock.

Following is a comparison between the profits of money loaniog and farm-
ing: #10,000 represents the average value of one hundred and sixty acres in
this county; 10,000 loaned at 8 per cent componnded semi-annually, returns
profit one year, #8832; taxes one-third valuation, #80; net income, $772; £10,000

worth of land will rent for $720 per year; taxes, $72; repairs, #50; net income
on lnod, $602,

During spring and fall farmers’ children are generally kept from school to
assist in seeding and gathering the crop.

Very few foreclosures of farm mortgages here owing to the priviloge given
the farmers to renew their mortgages,

Can not give a correct estimate of the per cent of mortgage foreclosures,
but the majority of farmers have been going backward instead of forward,

Corn snd barley have at times sold above cost but the average price has
heen below. .

Corn nsunlly brings a better price after it has passed out of the hands of
the producer than before. Therefore ueither the highest market prices nor
the average can apply to our farmers who are unable to hold their products
until the best or avorage market prices appear, The farmers who are
mostly in need of good prices are the farmars who cas not wait for them.
Very few of our mortgaged farmers or renters can wait for June murkets,

A farmer is both a laborer and a capitalist. He combines his labor with
his capital and starts out to make a fortune, but he soon learns that such a
combination of capital and laboris not half so protitable as a combination of
capital with legislation, and he also finds that he lives in the poorest honse
and wenrs the poorest cloths of any capitalist on earth, In the city one
man lives off of his capital and another off of his labor, but the farmer in
the conntry has a hard struggle to live off of both.

1 have #15.000 invested in my farm and stock and $1,800 invested in the
Hawarden State Bank and the 81,800 invested in banking returns as much
profit as my 815,000 invested in farming.

In 1870 L rented my farm to two energetic young men, and I worked with
them; together we raized 10,000 bushels of graln. The next year the census
tiker reported me as having produced 10,000 bushels of grain with my own
hands, becanse [ hired no lnbor. Hundreds of others woere misrepresentod
in a simllar way. Congressmen base legislation on sueh unjust roports, and
it is made to appear that we produce enormously and grow rich, while the
truth is, we are foreed to labor almost day and night to secnmulate sny-
thing.

A few farmers have made money on eattle, but It was generally when they
hought the cattle and the corn from other farmers at less than it cost to ralse
them.

Farming has paid no profit above expenses.
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Ninety per cent of the males and fifty per cent of the females over twelve
years of age are kept from school to work during the summer. Two-thirds
of the farms of this county were mortgaged in 1876, and many were forced
to sell.

Farmers generally are compelled to sell their products when prices are
lowest because they are in debt and cannot wait for better prices.

The increased cost of living, caused by trusts and increased tax on the
necessaries of life nud the decline in land values, works greatly to the dis-
advantage of the farmer,

As s whole, farming has not paid, and » majority of the farmers realize it.

Few farmers walt until their mortgages are foreclosed. When they find
it impossible to pay they make some kind of & trade or sale with the view of
saving something out of the wreck. Many of the farmers who are making
a profit on investment are those who have sufficient capital to take advantage
ol the necessities of their less favored neighbors.

Farmers' children are kept from school daring the summer and fall; forty
per cent of them are thus kept from school to work on the farms.

Farmers ns o rule escape foreclosure by renewal of loans or sale at a sacri-
fice. Many who bought railroad land have forfeited it to the company be-
cause of non-payment. [ know of several farms that have gone back to the
company two or three times in this way., Farmers' childrenable to do work
only sttend school about three months during the winter.

Farmers' boys, fourteon years of age and older, are kept from school about
five months each year. Farmers do not wait to be foreclosed, they sell out
to prevent it.

Farmers in this locality have only been able to keep even for several years.
Prices are better now (November 20, 1800), hut the partial failure of crops
will leave them in about the sama condition as before.

Mixed farming is all that will pay. I know of no foreclosures, but many
farms are sold cheap to anload the mortgage. These are very hard times;
stoek is lower than for years, but 1 hope for the best.

The last ten years has been discouraging to the farmers, and if the present
conditions continue ten yesrs longer there will be a great number of fore-
closures.

It i3 not 80 mueh the debt we f.ael as it is sufliclent money on which to do
business. Turning the farms into grass and pasture has displaced more
farm laborers than labor saving machinery.

1 have lived in lowa sinee Oectober 12, 1838, and have lived in Union
eounty sinee May 17, 1854, [ have farmed «ll or nearly all the time. I have
worked hard and some years saved a little, and other years lost it, but
money at eight per ceny interest always makes,

1 believe the man with 85,000 invested in farming and out of debt, can
accumulate $300 per aunum, which is six per cent on the investment, but
the renter is poorly paid for his labor. In fact he is reduced to the level
of the lowest class of laborers. s
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| know of no farmers wlfo are maki i
) ! aring a profit excapt those w y
other bosiness with farming. ’ he coeahin

When the farmer feeds his grain to stook he makes

0 sr .
ally on hug_d‘ but n_-',[hiug like l‘iﬂ]ll per ecent, small l!t‘ulll. espeq i-

The average wages paid farm labor in this countv is about #17.00
month, and at that rate many of the farmors have l'.]l‘ia,’tl'lllhh‘d Lo M.rl- el
or none at all, for they realize that the hired labore
wages, is unprofitable

less
T r, al present rates of
'his throws a large class of laborers on the trades

who could otherwise be employed on the farms
1o} * farms with profit t
i o I o both farmers

Iu this connty quite a pumber of farmers have been compelled to sell ont

to avoid being closed out, and have gone where luad was cheaper to com-
mence life over again,

Nearly every farm is mortgaged for about one third its value. About fif-

tean per cent of our farmers have sold thel
f ners s R eir farms to prev y
auid save a fraction of their value. PERTERS Sesicedes

I am considerad a prosperons farmer but after paying taxes and keeping

up jmprovements and providing the necessaries of life for my f
. a cdm
out each year about even. P 2

All the male children over sixteen years old are kept at work in the field
during the summer months.

I am :.luwrcl'mnt; my stock is general merchandise, but I censulted the
farmers in making my report. My close busineas relation with the farmers
com-li‘;w'es me that ninety per oent of the farmers composing my customers
would become bankrupt were it not for eggs, rags, butter and other
produocts saved by their overworked women, s

The only class of farmers who are making anything are those who do all
their own work, sell everything possible and eat what no one will buy. Or
those who have the capital to buy cheap cattle from other farmers who are
too poor to hold them.

Farms here are generally under a good state of caltivation. One of m
neighbors has two hundred acres for which he paid 845 per acre. He ms{
it for two-fifths the crop delivered at Ainsworth. [t pays him about six per
cent, Farmers do not average over three per cent.

Nine out of every ten farmers can only make a living by the concerted
efforts of father, mother, sons and daughters. 1f all the labor had to be
hired not one in twenty could succeed.

Seventy-five per cent of the male and twent;;ﬂvo per cent of the female
children on farms receive no benefit of the summer schools. -

~When I removed to my farm in May 1881, 1 could hire all the help I
wanted: now there are but two single men in the neighborhood to hire aud
much hus o be left undone. I have $18,000 investod in my farm, stock and
improvements and I will invoice and gladly take one per cent per annum for
all profits since 1881, and my neighbors are many of them worse off as to
profits, T know about this matter of farm profits for I keep an scoount of
everything.
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I fod last year twenty-seven head of steers, and counting cost of corn and
price of steers at beginuing of feeding, T lost $300. I secured good growth,
but the fault was in the market. 1 began farming twenty years ago, with
nothing, and by strict economy and good judgment, aud working myself and
family from daylight till dark, I now own three hundred and twenty acres of
land valued at %30 per acre, with $4.000 yet to pay on it. I mention this to
show what progressive farmers have to do to acquire even a little land.

The farming industry 1s in deplorable condition. It is safe to say that

- swven-sighths of the farms are under mortgage and can never be paid off at

the present rate of interest. It is the case here in this locality.

By making charges of expense, such as manufacturers make, grain raising
alone would entail a groat loss on farmers, but by raising stock of different
kinds farmers live. and that is about all.

Speculators are making too much out of labor. Most of the farmers pro-
duee enough to make a surplus for themselves, but few receive what they
produce.

Land was very low in this county in 1880, and the advance in land values
bas enabled farmers to borrow money ou land and renew mortgages when
due. Nearly all farms are heavily mortgaged at about eight per cent
interest,

Few children on farms go to school during the summer, but most of them
attend during the winter.

Very few favmers are adding to their bask accounts at present and have
not for several years, The fact of the matter is the farmer is taxed to death
divectly and indirectly.

Farmers indeed ave getting rich (¥) Only one young man in twenty-five
can start without eapital and in the end attain wealth by farming, aud those
who do lay by something are often obliged to sacrifice so many of life’'s com-
forts that what is gained in dollars is lost in premature old age and its

1 have plowed and sowed, paid taxes and interest and twenty years ago |
swas better off than T am to-day. If 1 were young again I would choose some
other voeation than farmivg.

As shown by the school registers of three school districts fifty per cont of
the farmers' children, old enough to work, are ahsent from school sixty school
dnys per year. ’

N an succeed at farming in these days. The rates of interest are
too high comy with farm profits, snd the lords of wealth run our govern:

, 'Wﬂﬁ'ﬁnmwmﬁlkwﬂ. Farmers have renewed |
' w‘ If they could not have done so seven out of ten would
e Jost

mmmmwmgmmm«unm
of taxes, connty State and foderal. The federal tax is the great leach

w
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-
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The farmers du. not realize more than three per cent from their invest-
ments. It requires all the profits on 4 #2,500 farm to pay the interest on a

$1,000 mortgage.

The {armer who ralses forty bushels of oats per acre and sells them at

twenty cents per bushel loses one dollar pe
S nere not countin
investment. s i

The only farmers who are getting ahead finaneially are those who are able

to feed all their grain on the farm. Those who i
‘ sell grain .
a living and some are running behind. UEADERNS A SR

Farmers who save anything do all their own work.

. The price o
Pnultwh is nearly always below the price of labor, D OF SRS

Farmers are learning to plant fewer aecres of grain, hire less labor, buy
less expensive machinery, raise more grass and unse more economy in c.ﬂ'de'
to pay expenses. The farmer receives the least per cent of profit 1 hor
and money invested of all other industries. l iy L

Farmingis up-hill business, Railroad monopolies and trusts are oppressive

I have only made a fair living for myself and family by working hard, and

if my farm was in cash and loaned at eight v
to work at all, ght per cent interest | would not have

Have managed my farm to the best of my ability, and while I have made

a living I have not made a dollar where the n
e 1o s et e money loaoer has made ten on

I have as fine a farm as thera is in western Iow
own it, and it is fully stocked with high grade :r:(:::;“fg Lf’..”"im'.
paid no interest during the last three years, and but little at l.!:,’ time
Have by economy, perseversnce and industry been coustantly falling helﬂ.nd
financially, My real and personal property have been constantly depre-
ciating. My farm Is all under cultivation, either in tame grass or cultivated
crops, 1 feed all my grain products, and buy considerable of my neighbors
yet 1 am losing money. What can be the condition of the farmers who
have to sell thelr corn at from fourteen to ecighteen conts per bushel to pay
Interest on mortgages ! It is simply impossible to prosper under such con-
ditions. Let class logislation continue five years more and not twenty farms
in this county will be free from mortgage. The average farmer on average
land eanvot make more than a bare living, Federal taxation is one of the
great eanses of agricultural depression. The present system exempts rail-
ronds, banks, bonds, and trusts of all kinds from taxation aud eoncentrates
it on the consumer [n increased degrees. This systom alone takes trom lown
farmers §35,000,000 annually. Towa's share to the general government, if
paid directly, would amount to only about 85,000,000, The m
unjustly paid stands between the farmers and prosperity, Capitalize thi
amount at six per cent annually and it represonts revenus on 8000, 000,00
This vast sum would represent inereased farm valuo about $15 por acre.

I nm a farm laborer, and receive $200 per year sud board myself. 1 have
a wife and five children to support. When [ settled up last March 1 was 822
indebt, All legal holidays are working days to me. [lose no time, 1 have
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charge of the farm, my employer living in town and [ must work an average
of ten hours per day every day in the year, Sunday not excepted. Yet re-
member | eume out twenty-two dollars behind at the end of the year after
living as econowmical as possible, indulging in no Inxuries, but often serimp-
ing myself and family as regards some of the necessaries of life. But my
employer is not to blame. This farm (one hundred and sixty acres) would
sell st $4.800, farm implements $800, and stock $1,200, being a total invest-
ment of $8,800, The products of the farm last year sold for 8985, out of
which must be deducted 8555 for labor and repairs, leaving a profit of $430.
After paying taxes you can see he has paid me more than he could afford to,
according to the business rnles of capitalists.
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COST OF PRODUCING CORN.

Among the more important subjects treated i i -
the one creating the greater public }im-en-:t“ l:: (llh:;:]clt::tg(fmx:l;c!}“d
curut. ll'r-nhuh]_r no nt.l'u.-l' subject of statistical pl,uﬁ;dui.a?i““ e::f
:;(;:;-\:m':. re general interest and discussion among the people of

During the first three months of the prese - .
the BF‘ltv was in a furor of excitement ln'i!:llT:t?:(!fl;::ﬁ::liﬂl;(‘z? o
of .tl'un Bureaun, and was rife with editorials and cmmnu.nicnt.iu:;m
esh.mating the cost of producing corn. But as a whole the (:931
estimates were conspicions only for a notable absence of pm:s
formity, both in regard to the basis of caleulation and mnclusioul.
and gave the public no reliable solution of the t|uest-iun Hov:.
;wetr,. the general agitation stimulated the farmers to a m(;rc \'ig'i:
ent investigation of the subject, an i i
. wurkg?hcn % progm“.jetl. and resulted in material benefit

Some editors and newspaper correspondents eriti
tions contained in the blunlis sent topt;an?;trsc:::?ﬁz:l?iuﬁguxlae&
averred that they were misleading and inapplicable to the reaef:;
methods of production and inconsistent with the general diap':mition
made of corn by Iowa corn producers. Many of them contended
that Iowa corn is fed to live stock on the farm where it is grown
and therefore does not enter the channels of commeree in its
natural state as assumed in the guestions asked in the blanks sent
to farmers. If the reader will carefully examine the reports of
the National Department of Agriculture, for the last ten years,
he will learn that more than one-third of all the corn produét of
Iowa during the last decade, was sold in its natural state and that
more than one-fourth of it was shipped out of the county in which
it was grown. The great flouring and hominy mills, alcoholic
dJ!tE“l, starch and glucose factories, keepers of horses and eattle
in cities and towns, and the people of the great non-corn produc-
ing regions of the civilized world demand immense quantities of
that cereal each year. Corn always has, and always will, omyy
a prominent place in the commercial world. Iowa agricaltural
reports from 1585 to 1889, inclusive, show that five railroads, viz.:
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, Illinois Central, Chicago, Bur-
lington & Quincy, Burlington, Codar Rapids & Northern, and
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Clicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, carried to other States more than
200,000,000 bushels of Iowa corn during the period covered by
the reports referred to, and, as these railroads are only a part of
the lines running out of the State, it is fair to presume that more
than 700,000 bushels of Towa corn is annually shipped to the mar-
kets of other States, while a greater amount is annually sold at local
market prices, controlled by Chicago quotations, and consumed
within the State. Therefore statictics giving the cost of corn as
an article of commerce are proper and consistent, and it is a fact
worthy of notice that those who, early in 1880, advocated the burn-
ing for fuel of one-third of the corn crop of 1589 as the only avail-
able method of increasing the profits on the remaining corn
assumed the relationship of corn to commerce on which to predicate
their arguments, and no other application of the corn crop of lowa,
or any other State, was either advised or suggested by them.

Another motive for drawing the blanks of this bureau so as to
apply to the cost of corn as an article of commerce was prompted
by a desire to enlarge the opportunities to make valuable dednc-
tions. If the blanks had contained such questions only as relate
to the cost of producing corn as an art'cle of food for stock on the
farm where it is produced, no deductions could have been maqe,
and the scope of information would have been nsrrnvfrad to a sin-
gle conclusion. But by applying the long rule this report not
only contains the cost of prod acing corn for purposes of commerce,
bot shelled and unshelled, but it contains the cost less the invest-
ment in land, and the cost at the time it is placed in the erib of 1.:he
producer, and the reader is enabled to make any other deduction
desired. ¢

Some writers on agricultural subjects confuse the public by con-
founding the cost of production with yield and profit. On? writer
contended that the farmer who cultivates his corn four times-re-
ceives a greater yield than the one who cultivates his crop but three
times, and therefore the cost is proportionately less to the form_gr.
Another took fhe position that farmers cultivate their corn with
brood mares with yonng colts by their sides and the increase in
stock reduces the cost of production. A third declared tl‘mt the
cutting and shocking of corn at the proper time supplied the
farmer with an abundance of fodder for stock and thus redu'ced the
cost of production. While a fourth advised your Commissioner
to charge nothing to the cost of production on account of the time
and labor involved in cultivating the crop, for the reason that it
was done at a time when farmers had nothing else to do. It must

|
I
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be conceded that the relationship between the cost of production
on the one side and yield and profit on the other is very distant
and should not be recognized except such enmulative profits as
accrue without extra labor or investment. The cobs for fuel and
the stalks for food for eattle are the only intems of profit which
contribute to reduce cost of production without extra labor, and
the profit arising from stalks can only be considered an offset
against cost according to their value as they stand in the field after
the corn is gathered.

The fodder saved by cutting and shocking corn not only involves
the eost of entting and shocking, but it costs one-thirfl more to
husk corn from the shock than from the natural stand in the field.
and therefore cannot be applied as an offset against cost of produc-
tion. The value of cobs and stalks in the field is more than eoun-
terbalanced by the incidental expenses of produetion not considered
in this Report. The usual time and labor involved in replanting to
secure an average stand will nearly absorb all cnmulative profits,
Furthermore, the investment in horses and machinery necessary to
produce corn is not included among the items of expense. It is
true, most of the correspondents estimated the cost of production
by applying certain rates of wages per day to man and team, but
they rarely allowed anything for machinery. The average rate
of wages paid & man with a team at the lamber mills of Towa is
$2.74 per day of ten hours work, and the rate paid by other indus-
tries where men with teamns are hived will average about the same.
But the rate of wages used by the farmers in estimating the cost of
producing corn will not average above $2.00 per day. All pro-
ductive and distributive establishments except farming include the
outlay for insurance, both on stock, buildings and machinery,
among the items of cost to the business. It seems nnfair to fix the
price of everything the farmers purchase in the markets of the
country by the application of a certain standard of cost, and ask
the same farmers to sell what they produce with the cost of pro-
duetion based on a different standard. If a manufacturer ean
justly add a per cent of interest on investment and cost of raw
material, labor, repairs and insurance, to the cost of production
before adding his profit, the farmer is entitled to an application of
the same rules, and no one will deny the manufacturer’s right to’
apply these rules, for the reason that no other rules will permit a
person to do business on borrowed capital and succeed. The rules
of all productive business are now made to apply to borrowed cap-
ital whether the operator is a borrower or not. But in the interest
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of conservatism the rules of manufacturing and commercial busi-
ness were not strictly applied to the cost of producing corn, and
some items of cost are entirely omitted.

Eight per cent interest, the rate used in this Report to cover the
cost of investment in land, may seem too high, but it is abont the
average rate paid by the farmers who are caltivating farms on
borrowed capital, and the present rules of business are not based
on the rates of interest paid by the borrower, but on the profits
money will bring to the loaner. The trust companies now doing
business in Des Moines guarantee to their investors from fourteen
to sixteen per cent interest per annum at the end of seven years
on equal monthly payments by the stockholders for a period of
eighty-four months, which virtually reduces the average time of
investment on the shares purchased to three and one-half years.
While the same companies are loaning on first mortgage real estate
gecurity the money paid in by the share-holders at comparatively
low rates of interest. Many of these loan and trost companies
employ salaried or commissioned agents who travel over the coun-
try exchanging shares of stock for the small savings of the people
which aggregate large sums for loaning purposes on the componnd
interest system. The general influence of this system induces
investors in productive and distributive establishments to measure
the value of money thus invested by the profit it will bring on the
componnd interest rates now offered to investors by loan and trust
companies, A man with & team and $5,000 in money, comtemp-
lating engaging in farming, or other productive enterprise, can,
instead, combine the labor of bimself and team to earn the neces-
saries of life ard pat the $5,000 in a trust company on compound
interest at rates now guaranteed, and at the end of twenty years
the trast company will return him more than 10,000, This system
is rapidly becoming the measure of value in all business invest.
ments, But only simple interest was used in estimating the value
of investment in land on which corn is produced, trusting the
inerement in land values arising from inereased population to sup-
ply the difference. But in many localities farm values have not
materially increased during the ten years just past, and it is gen-
erally conceded that the sparsely settled portions of the country
which is rapidly absorbing the increase of population and the
deterioration of soil in older settled portions, will militate against
any appreciable incrument in farm values for several generations
to come. Therefore the per cent of interest used to measure the
value of investment in land is of the most liberal character.
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A few correspondents to this Bureau estimated the cost of pro-
dueing corn by using the average rental price of land per acre as
the basis of their caleulations, and their reports generally show that
a land renter can produce corn about one dollar per acre chenlmr
than the land owner. But there are so many extraneous circﬁm-
stances snrrounding the rental price of land that it is amhiguous
and unreliable as a basis from which to calenlate cost of prorlnétion
To apply such a basis as the measure of cost to the farmers wh(;
own their lands it would be necessary to ascertain to a certainty
whether the rate of rent used was sufficient to pay taxes on the
land, intercst on the investment and the inecidental expenses of
keeping up the farm. If such a rate of rent was found to be
insufficient to meet expenses not paid by the renter, it would do
the farm owners an injustice when applied as a basis from which
to compute cost of production, and if found to be in excess of such
expenses it would result in giving an exagerated report to the pub-
lic. Not having time to investigate the exact relationship the aver-
age rental price of Towa farm lands bear to the expense not paid
by the renters, and as the farm owners are more numerous than
the farm renters and as both systems could not be used in the same
table the rental value of land is rejected as a basis of caleulation,

A large number of correspondents estimated the cost of shelling
forty acres of corn at $27.20, or two cents per bushel for an aver-
age yield of thirty-four bushels per acre. Several others did not
answer the question, and to make the report complete the conserva-
tive estimate ($27.20) was supplied. This does the correspondent
who omitted the answer no injustice for the reason that in the
recapitulation following the general report will be found the cost.
of producing corn less the cost of shelling. The following tables,
giving the cost of producing corn, are computed on a basis of
forty acres 1o prevent considering extra cost nsually incurred in
producing corn in small quantities, and for the further reason that
forty acres of corn is about the average quantity one man and
team are able to cultivate,

In reducing the cost of production to bushels a yield of thirty-
four bushels per acre was used, that being the average yield
gshown by Towa agricultural reports from 18835 to 1880 inclusive.
If the average yield given in the reports of the National Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 1880 to 1889, inclusive, which places the
yield in Towa at thirty and nine-tenths bushels per acre, had been
used, this Report would show an increase of cost of about three
cents per bushel over the figures here given.
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price per ton. The books of a mining ¢ ', the
the number of days a miner put coal ﬁu?::;’llrl‘::'};:n;rl:;r:::im e
numbe_r of days he worked in a week, month or year. N nl?t o
books in all cases show the namber of miners ﬁrg:rkirr- ':n"r i -
Fheck number, although they purport to do so and vnfiih' aa- s
in each case to one person and one person receives tf:e .)a r‘ ig‘-“ml
each check number, but a visit to the miners whose |13£li lt'l'“lvltm
the check numbers not unfrequently reveals the fact tl:ml‘:l s
eredited to the check numbers was produced by many more wdier
than slm\.n'n by the books of the company. ‘It fr(;c lu:ul 'Il@l’ﬁﬂllli
lh.a! 0 ‘mmer takes his son and s-mwtime; two mnsl into i’l Ut‘cfﬂ‘ﬂ
m.th him, who assist in the work of mining, yet the book » ;‘““e
mine sbu.w but one person working on his check number ';'u ll:he
extent this system may be practiced would require a !]It;ﬁ.) ';l' -
vuss of the miners which eould not be given by this de ek
mT;e uf.:aceoury assistunce, e i+
vance bulletin of the fortheomi i
Mareh 21, 1801, shows that lowa l.::sm.‘;l{ﬁi :;:ﬁ:.i;:’r'“ 11'3?«]
:n;rnt.g“ :ninks. and lniui mines. The total product for thel:::lzndg ‘
: 89 is given at 4,061,704 tons, valued at the minesat |
g‘; nt:: l::i?imiﬁaq:::,he;a 050 [:;c:l-ﬁm ?[l\;:plo.\rod. 9,108, and :!::?:m 'l
s R3.003, 201, erefore
per year for Iowa coal mine employes is “;‘l‘a;:ve(:g:le;i:im ’
g?l-;‘ allowing 808 working days to the year. If lls; ﬁnm c:l E’r
e rti:’. Po::tar are correct, it is safe to say the earnings of Iow;
dwﬁm ers will not average far above one dollar per day after de-
dnwng f:‘;:m of pow:ler. oil and smithing. The average wages
o n Mr. Porter’s census reports, however, are subject to
" ;ame just eriticism of all averages based upon dinimila: units,
the census bulletin the wages of superintendents and other higl;
:ladad ham:lg:yu of the mh?m, who are few in numbers, are used y
I average earnings of the many. Therefore, while the .
n is misleading, it is safe to say the average daily and
mmm of lowa miners and mine laborers are no grllhr,
= Silice ed by the census bulletin issued March 21, 1891.
nﬂn: ing will be found a table of specinl interest to miners,
3 T Bl comn Tomired o 1o 7o 8. T 0
h | rior une 15, 1801, The £
res
:& glfu:gthe u:laudar year 1850, and apply to bituminous

CLASSIFIED WAGES.

—_

The carnings of the laboring people cannot be accurately given
by the use of averages. Average wages, like average market prices
for farm produce, are often false and misleading. In fact there is
po such thing as average wages where there is & dissimilitude of
units. which is nearly always the case in every industry. A manu-
factory may employ one hundred persons and pay them wages ag-
gregating $1,000 per week, or an average of $10 per week to each
person employed. But twenty-five out of the one hundred em-
ployed may be working at the rate of $25 per week and thus receive
§025 of the $1,000 paid, while the remaining seventy-five persons
may be working st the rate of 85 per week and receive only #375
of the $1,000 paid the total employes at the end of the week.
Therefore the average, §10 per week, is false, for the reason that it

does not denote the earnings of cither element. It doubles the

wages of three-fourths of the employes and misleads the public as

their opportunities and possibilities in life.

The few receive the maximum and the many the minimum rates
of wages and for that reason it becomes necessary to classify the
rates to the end that trathful conclusions may be given.

The accompaning tables of classified wages are substantially cor-
rect, with one exception, a8 more than three-fourths of the whole
number given are the result of copies of pay-rolls, and '
visits made by your commissioner, to factories, mills, shops and
mines. The exception referred to applies to coal miners of this
State. Although several mines were visited and the pay-rolls of

more than one thousand miners copied this department will not
be responsible for the correctness of the conclusions given. The
reason is that the books of & mining company are too ambiguous to.
furnish reliable data. Coal miners, as 8 rule, do not work by the
day, week or month. They work on what are called **check num.
bers” and are paid for the lump coal they produce, at a stated

e —— = -
e VO :
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The advance bulletin from the census department on mines and
mining, issued June 4. 1501, containing statisties of the coal mines
of Indiana, Ohio, Illinois and Michigan is in & more comprehensive
form, than the bulletin of March 21. for the reason that a classifica-
tion of the departments of labor in and about the coal mines is made.
The following tables are extracted therefrom and covers the calendar
year 1830;

AVERAGE SUMBER EMPLOYED AND AVERAGE DAILY WAGES.

STATES.

ABOVE GROUND.

FOMBNES TIME LOST PER YEAR AND AVERAG
E YEAR j
. L mmsi LANORERS, ‘ 2 EMPLOYES IN THE s'rngu'rfr:':.‘m' OF DOAL MINE Y
Ry E B B P -
HTATES, g ] E 5 AROVE GROUND.

OVensrrne Hmmu-i CAmOEnn, | BOYHUNDER
]| SIXTREN,

wg

«

- ¥ '-_? 21 : ._ -

108 105 6 5908182 161 1634
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From the foregoing table it will be noticed that the miners in the
ths of the working days in the

States given lose more than two fif
r is only

vear, and the average yearly earnings of each mine
%351.58. If Towa coal miners fare no better than thuse of Indi-
ana, Ohio, Ilinois and Michigan, it is safe to say that their earn-
ings will not average above one dollar per day after paying for

wder, oil and smithing.

The following table shows the classified monthly earnings of
1,344 Towa miners as shown by the books of six of the most pros-

erous mining districts in the State. In other words, the table
shows the classified amounts eredited to 1,344 check numbers, The
exact number of miners receiving the earnings could not be ascer-
tained for the reasons previously stated.

MINERS, MINE lmam

umber recelving

l%l s.aesnsassaaﬁaw‘*‘ wages.

umber recelving
spesified wiges.

Classified manthly
WHELS.
har
pecified wages.

bus under 10 ....|
wnd OVer .. ..o

ot .. icooisansal 1084 AL s s i)
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The pay-rolls from which the classified monthly ings
miners were compiled do not furnish reliable :i}a::rfnr::ﬁszf it}?“
compute average yearly earnings for the reason that the : ltlo
of only tjwu months, one summer month and one wintegm e
were cn.pled at each mine visited, and as they apply only tumm‘lth'
in six different localities, no reliable computations of thz ti ““1“943
per year by the miners of the State can be given. The ng s
bulletins of the census department do not contain cia.ta frolal VT_“"&
"f compute the time lost by miners except those emplo ’e::i"w “Ich
diana, Ohio, Illinois and Michigan. But the similaritp olf thm al
mines lilf those States to Towa mines denote th.at theystatiatf! ma]f
miners in the States referred to are in a great degre li B
the miners of this State. R ek

The pay-rolls of 914 day men were copie
gvery mining company visited showed thel exdt;c: nndur;hb‘::rbz?l::a‘::
wor}@;ad by faacll employe working by the day, and if the mnnt%l
copied furnish reliable data for a whole year, they show that out 0:
the 914 day men 42 lose no time, 54 lose an average of ‘210(;: i
108 lose an average of 38 days, 110 lose an average of 60 dn}r
119 lose an average of 97 days, 154 lose an average of 128 da}’s.
!l? lose an average of 164 days, 98 lose an average of 212 8;);3, a{m
I.ls‘lm.a:n average of 245 days. Only a part of the mining com-
panies visited kept a book account of the expenditures of each miner
for powder, bl:lb fro:n the pay-rolls containing such accounts and
:)l;e reports of u.zdiv‘idnal miners, the exact monthly powder expense
“ﬂnﬂfi ‘?mflm is given, an'd i!t app-licabla to the whole number of
8 ]'dm" e State ‘wor}tmg in mines where the coal is **shot off

e solid."  The retail price of powder is given at $2.25 per keg.

COST OF POWDER PER MONTHL

NUMUWER OF MINHRS.

aeas

Awmm_mw RO ORI MINCE < =54 sos2s spssassisvrsnss
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The books of the White Breast mine at Flaglers, Marion county,
show that during the month of Macch, 1890, 134 miners consumed
302 kegs of powder, and in the same mine during the month of
September 114 miners consnmed 342 kegs of powder.

The books of the same company at West Cleveland, Lucas
gounty, show that during June. 1890, 218 miners consumed 530
kegs of powder, and at the same mine during October, 1890, 132
miners consnmed 515 kegs of powder.

These months were given as expressing the general average for
a year, and indicate that the average cost of powder to each miner
in the mines referred to, is $6.834 per month. The average cost of
smithing to each miner is about $1.30 per month. Lamp oil used
by miners costs from sixty-five to seventy cents per gallon and
about one and one-half gallons per month will supply the average
miner,

In the following tables of classified wages many important trades
and industries in the State are omitted. The cause is due to the
fact that the collection and classification of wage rates, hours worked

r day, time lost and times of paymaont requires much more time
and labor than the mere collection of data from which to eompute
averages and therefore not all could be reached with the limited
assistance at the command of this department.

To give average wages, it is necessary only to know the number
employed, and the sum paid in wages for a given period. but to
give classified wages, it is necessary to know the exact rate of
wages paid each employe.

At nearly all the factories, mills and mines visited, the output

~and capacity, together with the aggregate amount of sales, in dol-

lars per year, were tuken with the express purpose of giving space
to their publication in this Report.  Buc as they represent only a
part of the industries in the State and as the Eleventh census will
contain a compilation of capacity and yearly business of all Towa
industries it is thought imprudent to publish matter in this report
covered in a more thorough and comprehensive manner by the
United States census department.

BAKERS.

| NO. WORKING |NO. PAID AT
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BOOK-BINDERS. BUTTER AND OHEESE MAKERS.
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The foregoing recapitulation of classified wages does not contain
the wage riates or other classification of 2,258 miners and mine
laborers copied from the books of mining companies, nor the rates
of 4.145 teamsters whose wages include the earnings of the teams.
By the word csteamstors” is meant men who hire themselves jointly
with teams.

Out of & total of 4,560 women wage-workers reported, 615 re-
ccive 1,50 per day and over. Those between £1.50 and $1.75 per
day are largely clerks and cooks, while most of those receiving
§1.75 per day and over are members of labor organizations and are
paid the same rates established by them.

For example, the Typographical Union of Des Moines contains
about 125 males and 25 females. The rate for composition estab-
lished by the nnion is 35 cents per one thousand ems for night
newspaper work, 28 cents per one thousand ems for day newspaper
work, 30 cents per one thousand ems for book work and %15 per
woeek where printers work by the week instead of by the thousand
ems. This union maintains the principle of equal pay for equal
work, and, therefore, the female members receive the same rate of
wages as the male members, except that women are not usually
employed on morning newspapers.

All other unions and other labor organizations maintains equal
rights and wages for their female members, but the thousand of
women wage-workers outside of organization are receiving about
one-half the pay received by men for the same labor and many
women who do better work and give employers better results than
men are working at rates ranging from one-third to one half less
than received by men employed at the same kind of work and in
all factories where women are almost exclusively employed al-
though the work may be of a high order of mechanical skill the
wages are universally low.

In the table giving the classified wages of males nearly all work-
ing at legs than §1.00 per day are boys under sixteen years old,
and those at §4.00 per day and overare nearly all bosses, managers
and superintendents,

1801 ] COMMISSIONER OF LABOR STATISTICS

NUMBER OF PERBONE KILLED AND INJURED BY RAILROADS, AND WAGK
OF RAILROAD EMPLOYES. 4

: The following tables from the report of Railroad Commissioner
. _ BRI s
rom June 80, 1888, to June 30, 1800, contain the namber and
i ) 1

characte i i
~ fr nlf accidents to persons in lowa by railroads, and the
ages of railroad employes as far as can be given.
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IMMIGRATION.

The following tables, compiled from government reports, give

the nationality and number of immigrants arrived in the United

States each year from the fiscal year ending June 30, 1881, to June

30, 1890, inclusive, and the oceupation or trades of the immigrants

landed in the United States during the period named.

British North American possessions and Mexico furnish about
one per cent of the entire immigrants to the United States and are

not included in the statistics of immigration. The principal trades
of Towa only are given:
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CONTRACT CONVICT LABOR.

The laws of Towa relating 1o the leasing of convicts confined in
the Fort Madison penitentiary are as follows:

SgcTioN 6207 (MeClain's Revised Code, 1888), The warden, with the
consent of the executive councll, is hereby authorized and required to make
contracts for the labor of conviets at the penitentiary of the State at Fort
Madison, for such time, not exceeding ten years, and at sneh price as to said
council may seom to be for the best interest of the State.

Sec. 6208, The warden, with the approval of the executive council, is
further authorized to modify or cancel any existing contracts in relation to
the labor of conviets with the consent of contracting partios.

On May 14, 1801, there were 656 convicts in the  penitentinries
of this State, 209 in the penitentiary at Aunmosa and 417 in the
pevitentinry at Fort Madison. The convicts at Anamosa are em-
ployed in the service of the State, mastly at stone cutting, used in
the extension of the prison. Out of the number of convicts at
Fort Madison 350 are leased to three private companies, who ope-
rate factories within the walls of the penitentinry, the balance
being employed in the cooking, laundry and other departments of
the prison. Of the number leased to private compunies, 101 are
employed by Huiskamp Brothers, manufacturers of boots and
shoes, at 46 cents per day: 115 by the Fort Madison Chair Com-
pany, at 50 cents per day, and 134 by the Iowa Farming Tool
Company, at 50 cents per duy. The average time worked per day
by the lensed conviets, including all seasons of the yenr, is ten
hours and twelve minutes,

The conviets in the employ of Huiskamp Brothers produce an
average of 300 pairs of boots and shoes per day, or an average of
92,400 pairs per year. This output represents, so far as boots and
shoes are concerned, the consumptive ability of 30,800 people,
allowing four months as the average life of a pair of boots or shoes.

The Fort Madison Chair Company, with its 115 conviets, pro-
duce 450 chairs per day, or 147,840 chairs per year. Allowing
three vears as the average life of a chair, and allowing two chairs
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to each person, this company supplies theh de]?n::d I*f:r:n ;:::;::-;ozf
291,700 people. The average o?tpnt of the lo o
[‘,nr;;pany. in the aggregate, of pitehforks, hoesThun cgnﬁcm
r;llms is 2,100 per day, or 646,800 per year. -mr:::adl“ =
muh;m in addition, 55,440 seythe snaths, 7,392 grain o
Il 200 ox yokes per year. How many pn«fp!e are reg;ure -
u:.;;nv the products of this company is a dlfﬁtfnll‘t pro ;m to :;) ﬂ“;
but the number no doubt reaches into the mll. ions, - ?‘ut diva;
products of the Jowa Farming Tool Company go to foreign
- i i Fort Madison not
te production of 350 convu:.tts at |
onllry'-lz::mmsgwgn thfa influence contract convict lnbo:_' iu;s (;nwt.he :::::::
of free mechanies, but it illustrates ho.w comparatively fe dape S
with new mechanical devices, working ten hours gﬁr );f i
ly the wants of the eivilized world, 19{;71113 t-he ance
snpplt with little to do and consequently little w:t'h which to pl:]l:—
pﬁ::; the produets of those who operate the machines, making the
‘:elntiuna}ﬁl;) of production to distribution one of the foremost ques-
tm;;: :::;l;u:f’?;f the eonviets in the employ of Huoiskamp Brot:-
ers is shipped to Keokuk and branded as Keokuk goods, e:n )
therefore, no Jowa conviet made boots or shoes are recogniz
mers. :
mc{;lunhfr:rta f:t?::in the Fort Madison penitentiary has been thefr
policy of the State for about twenty years, and th.a mﬂuenl:ae d;-
such labor on the wage rates of free labor is a subject muc
The present contract between Huiskamp Brothers and the ]i:;:
expires January 15, 1892, and the contract between the Fort et
son Chair Company and the State and the Iowa Farming t:h?-
Company and the State expire January 15, 1893, the contracts of the
two latter companies having been extended one year. -

The figures giving the amounts of eneh_ article produce we;e
not copied from the books of the companies, but wet:: gtli\:n t};!;
those in charge of the offices of the companies at the time
investigation was made. :
m;’he Fort Madison Chair Company and the 'Iown Farming Tool
Company each employ in addition to the eonm;s..sbout. forty poa;

~ sons, a large proportion of whom are boys and girls. They wor(-‘ .
in ware-houses and storage-rooms near the pen_henﬁary E;onnm-
and are mostly engaged in preparing the penitentiary made p
ducts for shipment.
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MANUAL TRAINING.

The law creating this bureau provides, among other things, that
the commissioner shall report what progress has been made with
schools for instruction of students in mechanies and arts, and what
systems have been found most practical with details thereof. Strict
compliance with this provision of the law is difficult owing to the
fact that few schools in this State give instructions in mechanics
and arts and few systems are in use, which render it impossible to
make comparisons. Any system of training in mechanics and arts
that may be put in operation in the public or private schools of our
State is productive of good results. Auny system of instruction in
mechanics and arts aids the pupil to define for himself his natural
aptitude to the various avoeations and pursuits from which he must
choose in after life; it enlarges the scope of knowledge and enables
the pupil to become a competent judge of mechanical constructions
and a critie of art whether he chooses his calling in life from among

the mechanics and arts or not; it combines practicability with
theory; adds dignity to labor; contributes to the abolition of class
destinction in society; teaches the moral worth of industry and pro-
duction; developes the physical powers of the pupil commensurate
with the mental and gives to the world more men and women who
bave a practical knowledge of the duties and responsibilities of
manhood and womanhood and fower educated dudes who think
themselves too good to labor and who expect to travel through life
on what they have learned in books instead of on what they are
able to do for the progress and prosperity of the nation. No feature
of schools and colleges can be more commendable than instructions
in mechanics and arts, and it is a matter of regret that such in-
structions have not been more generally given in the public schools

So far as this department has knowledge on the subject the West
Side Des Moines High School is the only publie school in the
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State giving instructions in mechanics and arts. This department
of the West Side High School is conducted by Prof. R. H. Miller,
who is one of the best instructors in mechanics and arts in the
United States, and it is through his kind aid that this report con-
tains a complete and comprehensive description of the system

used and results attained.

The following is a contribution by Prof. Miller:

“Des Moines is the first, and so far as known, the only city in Iowa
1o establish a school giving free instruction in the arts and trades.
[t was opened Be stember, 1800, as° an annex to the West Des
Moines High School. This department is to supplement the curri-
enlum of the high school with a eourse in drawing, wood and iron
work. cooking, sewing and eutting of garments.

This practical instruetion begins with the first year of the high
school, and goes band in hand with the regular studies thronghout
the four years' course. The school day is about eﬂunlly divided
between manual and mental exercises. This school does not teach
trades; the scope of a single trade is too narrow for eduestional
purposes. Nor does it manufacture articles for sale; the student is
the only product to be put upon the market, and everything exists
for his benefit. The :[vpicul tools and mechanical principles of all
the teudes ure selected, and a systematic and progressive course of
exercises, arranged, beginning with the study and use of the sim-
plest tools and principles, and gradually leading up to the more
complicated work. The manual features as far as possible, apply
the principles taught in the classroom. Experience has taught
that an hour spent in any of the departments of a properly con-
dueted manoal training school, is as productive of mental growth
and culture as an equal time spent in the study of i
geience or langu By alternating between these manual and
mental exercises the mind is rested and refreshed, the body devel-
oped and the pupil kept constantly at his best, while his capacity
for mental growth is y en This manual training course
is elective and common to all the high school courses.

Three departments of manual work, free-hand and mechanical
drawing, hand-work in wood and coohng, were opened last fall.
Equiﬁent was provided for the instruction of one handred pupils,
and the places were all promptly filled.

The drawing room is fitt l:E with twenty-four ash dmwnl"?lg
tables, and twenty-four easels; the pupils stand at the tables while
at work. Eve:{ table is provided with locked drawers in which the
instruments and supplies are kept. The pupils furnish their own
drlrm'f boards, T-squares, triangles, instruments, pens, ink, pen-
cils and paper,

The course in drawing covers four years, the work of the first
yeur comprises free-hand wo , drawings from objects, geomet-
rie ing with instramen pen and ink exercises.

the year is made to scale and inked, the details being dra

A set of drawings of the s ogﬂexercim to be undertaken dur;:ﬁ :
wn
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size. A complete set of drawings of some machive is made b
}?kmg the machine a and making a ﬁkcll:::;n. |‘lll‘;lll'i]lill.]|if\l-' 1;.;.:‘_?
and, of each piece. The parts are next carefully monsured with
calipers and rule and the measurements placed upon the sketches.
These sketches are carried to the drawing room, and form the data
from which the student works in making his seale drawings, plane
u!n\“’hon. sections, ete., of the machine as a whole, and full si“‘.
detﬁl tllrawmga of each individual piece. )
¢ last term is spent in freehund drawing ‘ :
v”Tt; o e s umu“!“m. .I ree-hund drawing frem models, and

e carpenter shop is equipped with nine double work be
and one grinding stone, and will tl.t‘(‘ulllllll:llﬂfl; tfnur rviu:;:;:h::;
eighteen pupils each per day. Every bench is provided with two
sets of bench tools, two carringe-makers’ vises, two bench stops, and
hvowl;:od hand-serews. These tools are used in common by the
ae:ghmr.u of the different classes as they take their turn at the

Each pupil is furnished u set of hand edged tools, which he k
in a locked drawer in the side of his bcm-l:?f:ml is held limii\r‘i!thml Y
re%:m:llblo for :'lﬁll‘ cm:la and sharpening,

¢ shop tool-room also contains many ial and i
tools which are not brought into every du? uﬁ?ﬂ R it

The shop instruction begins with « study of the simplest tools,
their s ning, care and use. The shop exercises are all made
froﬂ d{nmngn. !

@ instructor at the bench, after explaining the drawing of t
exercise to be undertaken, lays out the gnrk urfd executes thge?mlm
of the day in the presence of the whole class, talking as he works,
and giving reasons for each 81:81'). and asking and an ques-
tions. Each pnd!:ﬂ then takes his place at the bench an ins
work, leaving the instructor free to give such help and direction
as individual students may require.
fm"&t n lpwo%:;d t:an;:t’ the work eul.iesi’mg the exercise is handed in

inspecti exnct wo! ways insisted u
“ﬁ exercise is ml:l‘ly graded. 0 S
first year's work in wood & with plan gauging, saw-
ing and hammering exercises, followed by o Y. v A
small box, a bench hook, a halved joint npon a corner, ascarf joint
to resist compression, a scarf to resist tension, and a scarf to resist
cross strain. 1
The best rtions for these scarfs, in hard and soft woods are
with the strength and use of fish plates, bolts,

hﬁ:nd'
different kin f mortise
- .33 &“ m t-md tenon joints are made, and
Then gllm the dove-tail jgnm the dowel joints, and the glewed
L'

joints, with their many forms and applicatio The
veneer, with a little practice in inh.yggg, mm?em the y::r‘:
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The different methods of filling and finishing woods are taught,
and the pupil has constant practice during the year by finishing
some of his best pieces of work. 1

In the cooking department the instruction has been placed as
near ag possible upon a scientific basis. The instruction begins
with a short lecture and demonstration lesson, upon which the pu-

ils take notes, and questions are asked and answered. The class
then take their places at the tables, and each student works out for
herself, with test tube and thermometer, the experiments outlined
by the instructor. ’ i

The results of these experiments are recorded in note books, and
form the principles upon which the cooking operations are

The cooking department is equipped as follows: Four large
cooking tables with heavy maple tops, having a utensil board or
cupboard in the middle, npon which are arranged sets of kitchen
atensils and dishes. Each table has two gas burners and two port-
able ovens. Four girls work at each of these tables, two at a side.
There is & large cupboard in which to keep the supplies and extra
sets of utensils, a refrigerator, a supply table, a kitchen sink and a
No. 9 Acorn range. e %‘irls keep their aprons, books, towels,
etc., in locked drawers in the sides of the tables. This equipment

rovides for four classes of sixteen pupils each per day.

The course in cooking is as follows:

Drawing—Free hand and mechanical. 4
Domestic Economy—Chemistry of eombustion, construction of stoves and
ranges, making and carve of a fire.
Kitchen Utensils—How to select the best adapted, in size, weight, material
and pattern, to the purpose for which they are to be used.
Use and care of Lhe same. :

Phitasophy of Boeiling Water—

EXPERIMENTAL WORK.

Experiments with starch, flour, gluten, albumen, dextrin, etc., from
which are deduced the underlying prlnc?les of eookery.

Mizing—The manner of: as stirring, beating and folding.

_ "'llgn art of making combinations, as in soups, salads, puddings.

The Cooking of Vi lea—

Bmiuﬁg'of meats, chicken, fish, oysters, ete.

m— t in its action on different materials. "

d Making—Chemical and mechanical action of materials used. Ma-
nipulations in bread making in its various stages. Yeasts and
lhal::suhag‘litllm. “I;‘mtlcn:' Ei riments in baking bread,
pastry, pad &, @, men , ato.

Boiling—Practical lrlqstm' ntg:n_s of hoiling. steaming and stewing, in the
cooking of vegetables, cereals, meat, fis oyswrs_] eto,

Frying—Chemical and mechanical prineiples involyed and illostrated in

) the frying of vegetables, meats, fish, oysters, ete,

Preparation of Foad}or the Sick—Pies, cakes, sauces, dressings, flavoring.
condiments, ete, :

Marketing—Economy, ete. The selection and purchasing of household
supplies. The snatomy of animals used as food and how to
choose and nse the several parts. :

General ::s&tmeﬂon in systematizing and economizing household work

expenses.
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. Thlfa::.!m:;:i?:l Lm;;:;llzdt;; begin i'_"\epriember 1, 1891, consists of
ree- Wu.lg. wood turnin ftern i
and wood carving. The new e
\ A : W equipment for this department wi
zneul:st nf eighteen s})eed lathes for wood turning, m’w band 's:'\i*l
ke ectri (; ml;a‘:or and sets of wood turning and wood carving tools.
e sﬂaric; gI.dmrtted to the drawing room and wood worlﬁué
ments, he pupils are very enthusiastic and have done

endid work. The public generally i i
:j) A : rally is very much intere
most every day brings numerous visitors. - v

PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT OFFICES.

Nowhere in this great State can be found a more per

sion of man’s inhumanity to man than is embraced inpth:e;r‘::;sf:;
metl}ods of our so-called employment offices, The song of the
‘fSp:Id?r and the Fly™ never formed a more fitting illustration of
duplicity than is found in the management of most of these offices
They .ul!ure the lionest and unsuspecting laborer seeking emplo :
ment into a web of confidence surrounded by pretended sympI;.th);'
and f.alse promises, only to rob him of his earnings and turn him
out disappointed and destitute. The above may seem very harsh
language to appear in a public document of this kind, but it was
penned afi-:er the most careful investigation and is sustained by the
sworn tes!:amony of the most creditable and reliable witnesses, The
only qualification necessary to make is that no inference is intended
to n.]':uply to the employment and intelligence offices doing business
outside of Des Moines, as their methods are unknown to this de-
partment, and that two of the employment offices located in Des
H?mes seem to be making an effort to secure positions for their ap-
thts. One of these offices is located on West Fourth street and
is manuged by Capt. T. J. Kennedy; the other is the lowa League
Teachers' Bureau, located on the corner of East Sixth and Locust
Mr. Kennedy's business is largely confined to common laborers,
he uses no contracts and his charges are nominal. But he is now
(Ju_ne 22, 1890.) muking an effort to send 3,000 laborers to the
gm of Washington to work on railroad construction where there
is already a great surplus of emigrant laborers and at the same
time the employment offices of Minneapolis. S8t. Paul, Chicago and




218 FOURTH BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE |E5
eastern eities are sending the same class of laborers to this State
with a vague promise that steady employment and good wages
will be given. Thus trampism and vagrancy are superinduced.

Mrs. T. J. Kennedy also operates an employment office which is
located on the corner of East Seventh and Locust streets, her
patrons are females and are mostly confined to domestic servants.
Mrs. Kennedy takes no fee in advance and makes no charge to ap-
plicants for positions. She receives her fees from those who apply
for help and her business methods seem honorable and just.

The Towa League Teachers' Bureau, at Des Moines, is the prin-
cipal office of the National League of State Teachers Bureaus and
is under the management of Prof. Frank E. Plummer. How much
this League Teachers Bureau may assist its applicants in their ef-
forts to secure situations is not known to the publie, but its terms
are unjust and its charges are exorbitant as will be seen by the
following, which ie a true copy of the contract used:

TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP.

Registration fee for one year, #2.00, payment to accompany this applica-
tion, for which a receipt is given, eutitling the holder to membership in this
organization and to the services of The League of Bureaus for one year.

To taE NaTioNaL LEAGUE OF STATE TEACHERS Burgavs—=Sir:

Firgr. Upon accepting any position in a school to which 1 have been ree-
ommended, or to which 1 have been directed to apply by you, my election
taking plage either at the time of potice or recommendation, or during the
year, I ngree to pay you five per cent of the first year's salary, one-half of
the amount to be paid at the expiration of the first month's teaching: the re-
muinder at the expiration of the second month’s teaching.

8ecoxp. I the engagement is made after the beginning of the school
year, I agree ta pay five per cent of my salary for the time for which Iam
engaged. If re-elected to a position in the same school, 1 will pay an amount
sufficlent to make the whole amount paid equal to five per cent of one year's
salary.

Tamp, When engaged without s fixed salary, as in an academy sup-
ported by tuition wholly or in part, 1 agree to pay $25 (if a lady) and 40 (if
a gentleman).

Fouwra. If, by the aid of the Burean, I secure an increase of salary in
my present position, 1 agree to pay the commission, as ahove, on the amount
of Increase.

Fiera, 1 will use all information of vacancies for my personal benefit
only.

Srxri.  In case 1 give any information of a vacancy received from you to
another, and this party secures the position, 1 will bucome’ personally re-
sponsible for his or her paying you the same commission as would be due
from me had T been elected to the place. Immediately ou giving him infor-
mation of the position, I will send you his name and address, and the name

’
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o! lh:e Plu‘e to which I have referred him. When you receive payment fror
him it is understood and agreed that [ shall receive from vou DEu--fmlrlll e
the commission he pays. 3 i,
SEVENTH. T will inform the Bureau immediately of change of address
an;l on being appointed to a position. ; D AT
SIGHTH. [ will inform the Bureau of all vacancies rhio ar :
I wish to make application for the position \-':nc:mt.“ bkl s
Nistu. [ agree to acknowledge immediately receipt of all information
and state whether I will apply for the vacant position -
TesTH. 1f T shall have applied for any position before being recommended
to it by the Burean, immediately on receipt of advice from the Bureaun, 1
will notify you of this fact, and state this date of my application. 1f thls. is
not done, it will be undestood that my first information of the vacan -y
received from the Burenu. e
; ELeveENTH. [f I am recommendod by this Bureau to any position for which
!l has been asked to furnish candidates, I ngree to pay commission as above
if 1 secure and accept it, whether or not 1 had pru'\'imm infnrﬁmtinn of i;
from other sources. (If this condition is crossed out, we must delay, recom-
mending for any place until we ascertain whether the candidate tlésirea to-
be considered our candidate there, or that of some other Burean,)
TwrrLrri.  If I shall be elected to a position throngh information received
from your Burean, having given assurnnce thatr I will aceept it, and do not
aceept because of an inerease of salary in my former position al"t'ur said ulec-l
tion, or the receiving of more desirable offer elsewhere, I will pay you th;:
same commission as if I accepted the place. '

TaiereENTi. Board, when given ns part salary, is to be estimated at
$200 per vear, and commission charged upon it.

and retirned (o us.

In the Loan and Trust building on West Fifth street is located
the Western Labor Bureau under the management of C. G. Whit-
comb, and like most other managers of employment offices he sends.
out exaggerated advertisements of his ability to serve his applicants
and t.iarives his support largely from registration fees received from
the innocent and unsuspecting working men and women on the
farms and in the smaller towns and cities of the State. On May
19, 1591, a lady residing at Storm Lake, sent an application to Mr.
C. G. Whitecomb for a position as stenographer and typewriter.
She signed his contract and sent him a post-office order for £2.00,
and after waiting two or three weeks without receiving an acknowl-
edgment of her application or money, made investigation throngh
the Des Moines post-office and learned that the money order she
sent was cashed the day following its arrival in Des Moines. About
two weeks later Mr. Whitcomb informed your commissioner that
those wishing to hire stenographers and typewriters did not apply
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for them through his office for the reason that they were thoroughly
canvassed by teachers and representatives of commercial colleges
for the purposes of securing positions for newly graduated students.
Therefore, Mr. Whitcomb accepted $2.00 from the lady at Storm
Luke knowing he could not aid her in securing a position such as
she wanted, or that there was not one chance in a thousand to aid
her in any way. Whether he accepted the money with the hope of
giving value received or not, it shows his disposition to receive
money without regard to his ability to return an equivalent. In
fact all employment or intelligence offices receiving fees in advance
of service, so far as this department has been able to gather knowl-
edge on the subject, are ever ready and willing to receive such ad-
vance fees far in excess of their ability to supply the applicants
with positions. Not one of them agree to limit the registration of
applicants or the acceptunce of fees to the demand for help. The
registration of applicants is made the subject of earnest solicitation
at all times and in all places, and the advance fee, though it may
be the last dollar of a poor needy applicant, is received with as
little moral compunction when the chances are a thousand to one
against the applicant as under any other circumstances.
Employment agencies, as & rule, are void of philanthropy and
humanity, and their relationship to labor is the same as that of the
lion to the lamb. All employment agencies receiving fees in ad-
vance which they retain whether any service is giving the applicants
or not, bear the ear marks of fraud. If it is worth ten per cent of
one mouth's salary, and two dollars besides, to find a situation for a
deserving laborer the rules of all honorable business demand that
no part of the money be paid until the position is found. Com-
mission merchants sell hogs, cattle and other produce for shippers
without asking advance fees, but the commission merchant in the
employment office who traffics in the noblest attributes of man—
human labor—exacts a fee in advance without guarantee that a sale
will be made, and locks the door of his commission house
the poor wretch who is poverty stricken and must sell his labor to sus-
tain human life, but who has no money with which to pay fees in ad-
vance.  All things considered the employment agent bases his
business integrity on doubtful grounds, and in most cases employ-
ment agents go further and charge the buyer of labor a commission
for informing him where he can close a contract or make a purchase,
and to continue the application of commercial phrases to labor, it
is the duty of the State to see to it that there are no **bucket shops™
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nor ““bulls or bears™ to menace the labor market no )
to grow rich off the necessities of the industrious poo: e

Just before going to press with this exposure of private employ -
ment offices a letter was sent from this department to the lady at
Storm Lake, previously referred to, asking if she had up to that f.ime
received any information from Mr. C. G. Whitcomb that wonld
aid her in securing a situation.

Following is her reply:

Story Laxe, lowa, July 8, 1891,
Commissioner of Labor Statistics, Des Moines, lowa.

Dear Sie:—Your favor of the 2d inst. is at hand. 1 have
L . * not even heard
from the agency of C. G. Whitcomb, although I sent him two letters; he
must have received them or they would have been returned. | came to the
conclusion that he is a fraud. '

Thanking you for your kiud interest I remain,
Yours wruly,
Miss JuLia A, Qasgy.

The following is a true copy of the contract used by .
W hitcomb: P used by Mr. O. G.

WESTERN LABOR BUREAU,

Des Moixes, lowa,
(LG, WHITOOMB, MAaxacunr,

TerME oF MEMBERSHIP.

1. Registration fee for one year, $2.00, payment to sccompany this appli-
cation for which a receipt is given, entitling the holder to me:xbenhl?ln
lh;- orrnlmiz’md to the services of this Bureau for one year.

3. commission of twenty per cent upon the first month's salary shall be
;nﬁ this Bureau by the applicant, when situation is secured, cid

OTE —

a, If board Is furnished by the employer it is estimated st $14.00 per
month and twenty per cent cemmission must be paid on it.

b. When a place is acoopted for what can be made out of it, 85.00 cash is
due the Bureau.

8. m%mmenn lhm :“d.uhoﬂtiu. resulting from an introduction by

ureau, w at once or later, is subject to the regu-
lar commission.

. 1f a candidate has applied for any position before being recommended
to it by the Burean, the notice from this Bureau is to be immedintely
returned, with a statement of the date of the candidate's previons
npplication. If this is not done, it will be understood that the can-
didate wishes the Bureau's co-operation, and will pay the regular
commission if the position is secured,
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o 1f a candidste is elected snd meeepts a position, secured through this
Burean, any subsequent chauge of plan or the receiving of a more
desirable offer slsewhere, will not affect, in any way, the candidate’s
obligation to this Burean - A

f. 1f by the aid of the Bureau, an inerease of salary in the member’s
present position is secured, s commiksion, as nbove, must be paid on
the amount of increase.

3. The candidate must, immediately, acknowledge receipt of information
from the Bureau; state whether he will apply for the vacant position, and
inform the Burean on his being appointed to a position.

4. All information received with this, application is regarded as strictly
confidential, to be used for the sole benefit of the applicant. '

5. Members ave required to inform the Bureau, of all vacancies of which
they may hear, noless they wish to make application for the vacant position

| AGHEE TO THE ABOVE TERMS OF MEMBERSHIF, and, further, agree to use
all information furnished by the Bureau, solely for my own personal benefit.
e o b s e A NAE: . .wovivnmssomssmmnpms vt

We will make no ffort in hehalf of any one until this contract is signed and
relurned 40 us.

This department is unable to publish the form of contract used
by an employment agency which recently did business in Des
Moines. It silently stole away and the poor laborers who paid
their advance fees to that concern with the hope of securing posi-
tions by its influence are made wiser by the knowledge *‘that not
all is gold that glitters.”

But in & basement room on the west side of West Fourth street,
between Walnut street and Court Avenune, may be found **The
Des Moines Labor Office,” receiving applications from the people
of Des Moines and other parts of the State under the following
form of contract.

CoxtrACT, between Tlie Dos Moines Labor Office, of the first part and
... ......of the second part, wherein the party of the first part agrees
to use its facilities and influence for the purpose of obtaining a position as
TR AP Y I RS for the party of the second part and the party of 1he second
part agrees to pay in advance a registration fee of 8......to cover necessary
expenses and services for teyiog to obtain such position, and also, agrees to
pay at the end of thirty days after said position is furnished, an amount
which will be. ... per cent of the monthly wages that the party of the second
part receives from the position furnished l:g.:: party of the first part.

Party of the first part, .............. o TP A = 1 o
Party of the second part....... r
The manager of the Des Moines Labor office claimed more honor

for himself than for his competitors. He declared that he allowed
only the name of one applicant to go on his books for any one kind

-

1891.] COMMISSIONER OF LABOR STATISTICS a9

of position at one time, and allowed uo other names to be entered
until the one first entered was supplied with a position: but when
closely questioned he admitted that he retained all advance fees
until such times as there was a vacaney on his books, and therefs .,.;_.
it amounted only to a distinction withont a difference, as he had the
same opportunity to appropriate the fees of the applicants to his
own use when the names were not on the books as when they were
and the advance fees are never returned if he fuils to aid the ap-
plicants.

y Over No. 519 Walnut street may be found an employment office
incorporated under the laws of Illinois and doing Im.siuess undér
the high sounding name, ** United States Burean of Information,”
with clasped hands and the all-secing eye beautifully engraved ft.vr
emblems, accompanied by the following eul-\lmnint;a motto, *Wg
ARE THE Hereive Haso oF e Pusuic axp e Aun Seemve Eve
or Your IxTerests.”

The name and motto of this concern are copyrighted, and the
basiness is ran under the management of the original croﬁ\-riglxtt‘r
and incorporator, Mr. T. O. MeNeal., and notﬂthatan&iug the
loyal and patriotic name of this concern, its emblems of brotherly
love and watchful care and its charming and inspiring motto, a
more unserupulons double dealing villian never robbed the inne-
cent toilers of any conntry than T. C. MeNeal. A personal visit
from this department to the United States Bureau of Information
wias made, and your commissioner was received by Mr, McNeal,
with.doubt and distrust, as if he stood in fear of exposure and he
declined to explain his methods of business or expose the form of
contract signed by his applicants for emplovment. Finally he
agreed that if the governor would write a personal letter of intro-
duction and request that such information be given he would com-
ply with the request. Although somewhat embarrassing the
proposition of Mr, McNeal was accepted and Governor Boies was
invited to write the desired letter, which he did on June 16, 1891,
The letter was presented on the same day by your commissioner to
Mr. T. O. MeNeal with the explanation that the letter of the goy-
ernor was addressed to Thomas Meek, the assistant manager, for
the reason that the name of the general manager did not appear on
the advertising circular received at the former visit. Mr. MeNeal
accepted the letter and proceeded to make a formal introduction of
rimself, which somewhat represented an overdrawn autobiography
in which he stated that he had been engaged in his present business
twenty-one vears, that he incorporated and copyrighted the United
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States Burean of Information under the laws of Illinois in 1879 and

did business at Peoria, Il1l., uutil about three years ago when he re-

moved his business to Des Moines. He interspersed the descrip-

tion of his life and character with some sharp questions regarding
the governor's letter and being assured that the

letter was genuine and all right he proceeded to svstematize and

compile a package of the various blanks and advertising circulars
used in his business and expressed his wish that the governor read

them and if possible write him a letter of commendation which he
could use in extending the influence of The United States Bureau
of Information. He also used his persuasive powers to induce
your commissioner to purchase an interest in his business, claiming
it was productive of great profit and showed a contract signed by
an applicant for employment on which the applicant had paid an
advance fee of three dollars and it contained a provision making
the contract a lien on ten per cent of his first month’s wages in case
a position was found him by the Bureau of Information. The
words used after agreeing to pay ten per cent on his first month’s
salary in case a sitnation was found him were: * Present this to
my employer.” **That,” said Mr. McNeal, **is a trick the other
employment offices have not caught on to.” He then gave a word
picture of his own high moral and business standing, how he had
always been guided by honesty and fuirness in all his dealings with
his fellow men, and how dishonest and unscrupulous were all the
other managers of employment oftices in Des Moines, and how they
swindled their applicants, and how their unsavory character con-
tributed to injure him in the estimation of the public. All because
he happened to be engaged in the same kind of business. As soon

as the blanks and advertising circulars referred to. were arranged
and folded to suit the tastes of Mr. McNeal, they were received and
the visit ended.

The blanks contain a form of contract for registering wants,
forms of contracts used in the sale of county and State rights to
operate department offices under the copyright and name of The
United States Bureau of Information. The advertising folders and
circulars contain printed matter deseriptive of the unbounded op-
portunittes and the great facilities of The United State Bureau of
Information to satisfy every want of the public from the securing
of employment for laborers to the negotiation of loans for eastern
capitalists, .

The form of contract used to register the wants of laborers seek-
ing employment is as follows:
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PUBLIC

HELPING HAND

Dollars to said Managers for services,

1 Office at Des Mnil-'u-es. Towa,
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and the Managers of The United States Bureau of Information, is as follows:

THAT the said Managers are to try and assist me in my wants pertaining to

on payment of . . :
'; 1 shall in no way bold said Managers responsible for failure of services.
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Not being satisfied with the statements of- Mr. T. C. g[;:Neal,
i = tigation was extended to a few of his pat-:rons and former
o and on June 20, 1891, the service of a constable
competent stenographer, and under authority of
laws of the Twentieth General Assembly
« summoned and the following testi-

business associates,
was secured, also a |
chapter 132, section b, &
subpenas were issued, witnesse
wony taken under oath:
W. TowNsEND, real estate agent, 804 west Fifth street, Des Moines,
ing duly ifi follows:
‘. being duly sworn, testified as
h)t‘:]:;.-a:":nf How long have you resided in Des Moines?
.+ About eighteen months.
(:lm:lr: you aequainted with Mr. 'I'. €. MeNeal, general manager of The
Ul:li.l.ud States Burean of in formation?
A. Yes, sir; I am. Y .
Q. When did you form his acquaintance?
_ On or about. February 12, 1890, . :
3 Did you ever have any bnsiness relations with Mr. McNeal?

. | have, .
3 ?::1 may state the chavacter of such business relations,

A,
February, 1800, for which I paid $400.
(. Did you assume
tiwe of your purchase?
A, 1 was considered one of the .
was to receive one-half the profits.
“&. How long were you in business with Mr.
A, About live weeks.

Mr. W.

(). During those five waeks did any person, male or female, eall at your

office and register for employment?

A. Yes, about twelve or fifteen rogistered for employment during that

time.

loyment, if any?®
X A{m'rhm dollars each, the regular fee.

. Did Mr. McNeal or yourself assume the duties of securing positions

them?. :
fu:' Mr. MeNeal. He did all the registering.

(3. You may state what per vent of those applying for positions received

employment through that buresu while you were connected with it?

A. No per cent st all.

Q. Did Mr. McNeal make any offort to secure positions for those who

applied for employment ¥

I bought a half interest in his business on or about the 15th day of
the management of any part of the business at the
firm and was to have a say in the business

1. C, MeNeal on those terms?

Q. What charges generally were made to those who registered for em-

o

A. No effort whatever was made to find positions for any of them while

1 was with him.

ived from the room,
. When parties registered for employment, and retived n
dtgﬂr. n:u g:l, in any case, express himself as regards to what his conduet

toward them would be? -

o S

e
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A. Yes, bhe made the remark twice that T can remember, “Thore goes
another damu fool. He has thrown his money away." He used so much
profane and vulgar language that it would not sound well to repeat it. And
when I called his attention to registering parties and not trying to prooure
positions for them, he made the remark: “We must make ice while the
weather is cold; when the weather gets warm the fellows will hunt up their
own work and not hunt us up.” 1 ohjected to that way of doing business,
and from that time on there was no more registering done in the office
while I was with him, which was abont two weeks. I know that his ealeula-
tions were to do no one any good. It was only to get the 88 registration fee.

Q. Were his business methods, as you understand them, of a frandulent
nature?

A. Yes, sir; I know them to be so. (Heren copy of the blaunk contract
used in registering applicants for employment was placed in the hands of
the witness.)

Q. Do you recognize that contract in blank as being a true copy of the
contract used by Mr. McNeal?

A. Yes, sir; Ido.

Q. Can you state upon onth what words were usnally written in the two
blank lines following the words, [ shall in no way hold- said managers
responsible for failure of services®”

A. They were generally filled in with an agreement to pay a per cent or
commission on the applicant’s first und second month's wages, providing
MeNeal found him a position. This was simply done as a form to make
purties believe he was going to do something for them. It was kind of a

Q. Do you know what the rate or per cent was?

A. I thionk about ten per cent. That was to be additional commission
above the $3.00.

Q. Did be break the co-partnership with you?

A. He did.

Q. What cause did he allege for breaking the co-partnerships

A. He broke it because I would not cater to his wishes.

3. Was it because you would not assist him in swindling those who
came for the purpose of securing positions through his services?

A. Yes, that was the principal reason. [ objected to that kind of work
going on. I did not consider it honorable, right or decent. 1 cousidersd
his business a regular confidence game to entice the people into his offics,
get their money and give them no value received. Finally he told me to
et out and stay out and 1 did so.

3. Did any parties apply for help while you were in partnership with
Mr. McNeal?

A- NO. 'irc

I hareby ecertify that the foregoing interrogatories were proponnded by
me and the answers thereto were given under onth by W. W. Townsend, in
the office of the Bureaun of Labor Statistics, Des Moines, lowa, June 20, 1801.

J. R. BoveERreias,
Commassioner.
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Mr. P. E. WaLkek, being duly sworn, testified as follows:

Reside at 925 Sixth avenue, n machinest by trade; came from Omaha to
Des Moines on or abhout Jan. 1, 1891,

Question. Are yon scquainted with Mr. T. C. McNeal, general manager
of the United States Bureau of Information? .

Answer. ]am.

Did you ever have any business relation with Mr. McNeal?

Y es, sir.

You may state their character.

I bought one-half interest in his business.

What did it consist of ?

False representations, I should say.

Were there any chattels connected with it?

Yes, a few; such as writing desk, blanks. ete.

. Did you purchase one-half interest in that business on the recom-
mendation of Mr. McNeal ¥

I did.

What did you pay for it ¢

1 traded a stock of books worth 8400 for a half interest in the business.
How long were you in partnership with Mr. MeNeal ¢

About six weeks.

What time was it that you formed this co-partnership with McNealt
About January 13, 1861,

. While you were in business with Mr. T. C. McNeal did any laboring
people seek his services for the purpose of securing positions?

A. Yes, about & half dozen or more while 1 was with him.

Q. What charge, if any, did Mr. McNeal make to those applying for
positions?

A. 'Three dollars ench.

Q. Did Mr. McNeal make any effort to secure employment for those so

gY

A. He did not so far as I know,

(). During the time you were in partnership with McNeal did any person
apply for help? That is to say, did a wanufacturer, business man or other
person come to the office and ask MeNeal to find him a mechanie or other
help.

A. Yes, one came while I was there.

3 What charge, if any, was made the gentleman who came seeking help?

A. MeNeal wanted to charge him #3.00 but he would not pay it and went

AWRY.
Q. Did he register?
A. No.

O >0

erLero

ererorer

the office and entitled to servies?

A. He did not.

Q. During the time you were in partnership with Mr, McNeal did you
consider his business conduet honorable? That is to sag, do you consider
that he treated those who applied for positions honorable and just?

A No, sir.

. On his refusal to register did McNeal still regard him as a patron of
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Q. Did MeNeal make any effort to fulfill the promises he made his appli-

cants for employment?

A. He did not make an effort to fulfil] his promises while I was with him

Q. When an applicant registered and paid the regular £3.00 regiutrntim;
feo ‘1311 lef t"lhe office after having received the promises of McNeal that he
wou o all in his power to secu iti
R ml:;! secure a position what were the usnal remarks

3_ ;;‘rener:lly profane language of the worst kind.

J ot what would he say regarding hi ' i
cant, after the applicant hmlyleftgthe of?i:el: o Soack e e s
Most of the time he would say, ** There goes another sucker,”

Was that a general remark of Mr, MeNeal®

It was,

Did Mr. MeNeal swindle you out of yonr investment in the business?
Yes, sir; every cent of it. .
Did he break the co-partnership with you?

Yes, he broke the co-partnership.

Did he order you out®

Yes.

+ On what ground did he base his reason for breaking the co-partnership
with you? 4
ﬂA. I objected to his way of registering people without rendering any ser-
oo,

{(Here the blank form of contract used by Mr. MeNeal for registering ap-
pl:;a.nl; for employment was presented to the witness.)

. Do you recognize that form of contract as a
R true copy of the one used

A. Ido.

Q. Can you state what words were usually written in the two blank lines
following the words: “I shall in no way hold said managers responsible for
fuilure of services''®

A. The usnal words were: I agree to pay said manager ten per cent of
my first month's earnings. Present this to my employer.”

Q. Did any of the contracts call for a per cent of two month's earnings?

A. 1 think some were for two months.

.

.

CrepoOrorey

I hereby certify that the foregoing interrogatories were propounded by
me and the answers thereto were given under oath by E. P. Walker, in the
office of the The Bureau of Labor Statistics, Des Moines, lowa, June 20th,
A. D. 1891, J. R, SovEREIGN,

Commissioner.

Mr. E. F. WickenrsuaM, being duly sworn, gave the following evidence:
Reside at 1426, West Grand Avenue, Des Moines, lowa, o painter by trade.

Question. Are you acquainted with Mr. T. C. MeNeal, goneral manager
of the United States Bureau of Information? :

Answer, 1am,

Q. Did you ever do business with Mr. MeNeualy

A. [ had office room with him about six weeks,

Q. What was your business while in his office?
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A. Life insurance. I also went in his office to work in different branches
as he represented them to me.

Q. How long were you in business in connection with Mr., McNeals

A. From about January 20, 1881, to about March 1, 1891.

Q. During the time you were in business with Mr. MeNeal did any labor-
ing people call at the office and apply for employment?

A. Yes, quite o number of them.

Q. Do you know of Mr. MeNeal having informed any of those laboring
people who called at the offiee during that time where they could find em-
ployment?

A. Ido not,

Q. Did they pay a registration foe®

A. | could not say. I only know what the men said for MeNeal took
them into a little room to talk to them. It was his custom at that time to
talk to them in what he called his ** sweet hox."

Q. Did you hear any of the applicants for employment say they paid a
registration fee

A, Yes sir. I heard a great many who came in while I was there com-
plain of his not liaving done anything for them, that he had taken their

*money and had done nothing for them in return.

Q. After an applicant for employment had left the office did Mr, MeNeal
mnke any remarks in you hearing regarding his conduct toward him?

Yes.

Q. What did he usually say®

A. 1 would not like to use his words, he is a vaery profane man.

Q. Did he speak as if he intended td make an effort on behalf of the
applieant for employment.

A. T have heard him say at different times that he did not care just 50 he
got the applicant's money.

I hereby certify that the foregoing interrogatories were propounded by
me and the answers thereto were given under oath by E. F. Wickersham in
the office of the Bureau of Labor Statistics Des Moines, Towa, June 20, A.
D. 1891.

J. R. BOVEREIGN,
Commissioner.

Mr. W, L. Caxey, being duly sworn testified as follows:

Reside at 1118 East Walnut street, Des Moines, lowa. At present em-
ployed at the water works.

on. Are you acquainted with Mr, T, C. MeNeal, general manager

of the United States Bureau of Information ¥

Answer. Yes, a somewhat short scquaintance.

Q. When did you form his acquaintance?
18:1' About the latter part of December, 1800, or the first part of January,

Q. Did you seek his acquaintance?

A. Yes, I went to MoNeal's office in response to an advertisement I saw
in the Des Moines News.

Q. What was the nature of the advertisement¥
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A. MecNeal wanted a man in the rental and real estate devartments of his
business. to take an interest in it and run it, and as T was doing nothing at
the time I thought I would call and see what he had to say.

Q. When you ealled on Mr. MeNeal did you purchase the department in
his business?

Yes,

Did you operate that department in the same office with Mr. McNeal ¥
Yes.

How long did you operate in that way?

One month.

. During the time you did business in Mr. McNeal's office did any work-
people eall at the office and apply for employmant®

Yes; quite a number of men and some women.

Did Mr, MeNeal charge a registration fee to those so applying?

Yes.

Do yon know the amount of such charge?

Three dollars, if he could get it; be sometimes took two dollars.

. Did Mr. MeNeal promise to do what he could to secure positions for
his applicants?

A. He did.

Q. Do you know of an instance wherein Mr. MeNeal attempted to fulfill
those promises made to his applicants for employment?

A. No, I do not.

Q. Did Mr. McNeal take the applicants into a small room to talk to them?

A. He did. . :

Q. Was what you heard conversation between MeNeal and his applicants \
after they eame from the little room #

A. That was all T heard.

Q. When applicants for employment went out of Mr. McNeal's office,
did you at any time hear Mr. McNeal say, “There goes another sucker” or
something of the kind? -

A. Once or twiee I heard him say something of that kind. .

Q. Daring the time you did business in Mr. MceNeal's oftice did any one
come there wanting to hire help? -

A. Only one came in and he wanted McNeal to find him some boarders.

SrorErEOPOEES

and the answers thereto were given under oath by W. L. Chaney, in the

office of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Des Moines, Towa, June 20, A. D,

1801. !
J. R, BOVEREIGN,

Commissioner.

Mr. Wrinriam Hawy, beng duly sworn, testified as follows:

Residence, 1814 West Twenty-third street, Des Moines, lowa; lived in Des
Maoines two and one-half years: a laborer but unemployed,

Q@ Do you know Mr. T. C. McNeal, general manager of the United States
Bureau of Information?

A. Yes

Q. When did you form his acquaintance

I hereby certify that the foregoing interrogations were propounded by me, E
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About January 1, 1801,
Did you seek his acquaintance?®

Yes.
What was the motive that actuated you to seek his acquaintance?
I saw the advertisement in the Des Moines News for men for office

o

 crororOPOrOLrorOn

Did you go to Mr. MeNeal and apply for employment ¢
I applied for a position in his business.
Did you form any business engagement with Mr, MeNeal?
Only to hire desk room in his office, for which I paid $8 per month.
What department of his business did you operate?
I was to have what he called his sale and exchange business,
How long were you thus engaged with Mr. Mc Neal?
One month.
Waus your department conducted in the same room with Mr. Mc Neal?
Yes.
During the time you were in business with Mr. MecNeal did anyone
come in and ask him to secure employment for them.

A, Yes,

Q. Did McNeal take them into a small private room?

A. Yes, and the business was done in that room.

Q. When applicants rotired from the office did you ever hear McNeal
make remarks abont what would be his own conduct towards them.

A. Yes he would speak disrespectful of the applicants unless they regis-
terad.  Those of whom he did not speak disrespectful I presume registered.

[ hereby certify (hat the foregoing interrogatories were propounded by me
and that the answers thereto were given under oath by William Hall in the
office of the Bureau of Labor Stutisties, Des Moines, fowa, June 20, A, D.,
1801, ’

J. R. SOVEREIGN,
Commissioner.

Mr. H. W. Ramsgy, being duly sworn, testified that he resided at 419 west
Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa, employed by Electrie Street Car Co., and
has resided in Des Moines about fourteen months.

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. T. C. MeNeal, general manager of the
United States Burean of Information? -

A Yes.

Q. When did yon form his acquaintance?

A, On orabout October 1, 1800, I saw his bills posted and called at his
office and applied for employment.

Q. Did you register?

A, Yes, two or three days after my fivst visit, and paid Mr. McNeal three
doliars and signed his contract. [ do not remember what words were writ-
ten in the two blank lines following the words, *I shall in no way hold said
managers responsible for failure of service,” but they were filled in with a
written provision of some kind,

Q. Did Mr. McNeal promise to find o situation for you?

A. On my first call I had not sufficient money to register. 1 had only
‘ubout $1.50 with me. My, McNeal said he was sorry, for the reason that he
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had a good job ready for me. Two or three days later T called at his office,
vegistered, and paid three dollars. Mr. McNeal had no job ready for me
then. 1 called two weeks later and still he had no job for me. 1 ealled
about eight times after that and asked him if he had anything for me, and
each time he said no, very grufily.

Q. The last time you ealled on him did he make the same reply?

A. Ido not wish to use the language be did,
Were there other applicants with you?
Yes.
How many?
I do not remember the number.
What did he sav to them?
He called them everything a white man could call another and ordered
them out. 1 heard him say all he cared a damn for wis a man's money.

TI-I-

I heveby certify that the foregoing interrogatories were propounded by me
and the answers thereto were given under oath by H. W. Ramsey in the
office of the Bureau of Labor Statistics Des Moines, Towa, June 20, A. D,
1801.

J. R. SOVEREIGN,
Commissioner.

With the evidence of Mr. Ramsey the investigation, under oath,
of the United States Bureaun of Information came to an end. Scores
of other reliable witnesses could have been subpanaed but the fore-
going evidence is sufficient to show the public how the willing
toilers of this State are deceived and swindled, all under the sweet
appellation of dignity and patriotism, “The United States Bureau
of information,” supported and strengthened by the euphony and
brotherhood of its motto, **We are the Helping Hand of the Public
and the All SBeeing Eye of Your interests.”

How many unsuspecting working men and women living in the
rural districts have been decoyed with circulars sent through the
mails by this and similar concerns doing business in this State will
never be known and the number of anxious toilers in Des Moines
who have been enticed into these dens of hypoeracy only to become
the vicetims of deceptive arts is in no less obscurity. But that hun-
dreds of working people in this State have heen nhamefully imposed
upon and defranded by private employment agencies and hmnns
of information is no longer a question of doubt.

Some men doubtless began the management of employment
offices with honest intentions and became dishonest in their dealings
with their patrons as they discovered the easy opportunities afforded
by such a business to swindle and deceive the people. There may
be some men who have maintained their integrity through a sune-
cession of years in such business, but the opportunities employment

ﬁ Mlﬂ-ﬁ R b e adi b
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offices afforded to deceive make them the natural ealling of men of
yuestionable integrity and therefore they become a menace to labor
and inimical to publie interests.

The following from the Columbus, Ohio, World, of June 10, 1890,
about one month before the establishment of free public employ-
ment offices in that State, exposes a tipical Ohio private employ-
ment ageney:

Every eity of the Innd finds in the warp and woof of its business enter-
prises various copeerns which nve parasitie in their life, illegitimate in
their processes, aod as unscrupulous as they are baneful in their operations.
Our eity is not by any means exempt from combinations and firms of this
deseription, Even the eye of sirictest vigilance often fails to detect the
presence of questionable business manipulntions until considerable holdness
is displayed by the sharks and irreparable harm done. An “outfit”” of this
doubtiul character does business at No. 354 North High street, and is called
by the euphonious name, *The Mercantile Record.” *“'Room 8" of said
place is the scene and theater of its transactions.  The incredibly large line
and file of men and women, young and old, married and single, that has
passed its portals will never be known. In the absence of figures it will
ever remain impossible to estimate the large percentage of the above host of
appliesnts from the city and surronnding country who discovered when too
lnte that they were deceived, disappoioted, victimized and robbed. The
painful feature about this so-ealled “Employment Agency” lies in the fact
that its victims chiefly are harvested from the rural distriets and neighbor-
ing towns. “The Mercantile Record” by correspondence and advertising
abroad has deawn many unsuspecting yvoung men and women from the
siiburban towns into its coils, only to leave them hopelessly stranded and
with pockets despoiled of their hard savings.

No doubt *“The Mercantile Record’ has obtained employment for some of
its applicants and fulfilled some of its contracts. So has the Louisiana
Lottery put money into a few poor men's pockets, built churches and blown
wind into some church organs.  But all over the land the Louisians Lottery
is denounced as an vomitigated curse. Evil men even sometimes do good
deeds. The conelusions are obvions. An evil establishment is no less evil
beeanse it does some good, A World reporter has in possession one of the
contracts and agreements used by said firm. The signature of the concern
is printed. The contract is then signed by the applicant upon the deposit of
an arbitrary amount of meney and is open for thirty days, The dupe who
pays his money and signs the document has o legal redress because he
signed the agreement. We here give the copy of the blank used:

CONTRACT.

The Mercautile Record, 854 North High street,
Coromeus, O., February 7, 1880,

Recaived of $2.00 for position as short-hand and type-writer;
should position not be accepted in thirty days from above date, one-half of
the above amount, which is $1.00, will be returned on presentation of this

BT & |
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contract and agreement in person; it is agréed and understood that the
balance is retained to defray expenses of solicitors. advertising, ete. The
Mercantile Record.

I hereby accept the terms of the above contract and agreement as therein
printed and specified. Signed

Please read this vontract before signing.

The agreoment would seem to evidence sincerity on the part of the con-
tractors, but the experience of a very large number shows that it is only a
scheme to wring money out of the earnings of poor men and women. The
delnded applicant calls repeatedly to ascertain developments only to dis-
cover in the end that the promised position is not to be bhad, the assured
employment not to be obtained, the movey gone, or hall of it in some in-
stances returned, and the person victimized

In many cases the applicant is sent to some home, or shop or business
place to ingunire for the employment or position promised, and learus to his
disgust that the whole thing is a mere ruse and that the business man knows
nothing of such an arrangement. How many business men and homes
have been annoyed in this manner, and how many poor boys and girls
have been deceived after this style, no one can ever tell.

A World reporter himself, with another witness, saw u poor girl who had
been deceived after this fashion, stand in * Room 8," with her shoes torn,
and plending for the veturn of her money, because she had Leen sent abont
town only to find herself disappointed. No donbt it was the last dollar she
had, and had paid it thus in quest of work. Poor working girls are the
principal vietims of this concern. We will selected a number of cases to
illustrate the methods of this firm.  The facts are troe and can be proven.
Where names are suppressed, the same can be obtained. If other facts and
names are wanted they can easily be obtained, and it is suggested that
other wvietims report their names to the World office. Here are some
vietims: -

Mr. J. J. Furguson, residing at the corner of Spring and North Grant
avenue, can unfold an interesting experience with said agency. He made
application for night watehman some time last month, paid the sum of
three dollars and signed the contract. The two men operating the Record
promised him the place in a short time and said it wounld pay £10.00 per
week. The applicant called at the different times specified. He was held
off until Mr. Furguson's patience was exhausted, He resolved to call onee
more and either get the position, the money refunded, or “doup" the

boss. He took with him several witnesses. ‘U'hey found one of the fellows

locked in Room 8, as developments afterward showed, The other one re-
turning from supper found his man at the head of the stairs walting for
him. Mr. F. made his demands. The metropolitan man endeavored to
bluff him. But biufing would not do in this case and the fellow betook
himself to the water closet, There he remained a full hour. Meanwhile
other vietims came up stairs with a purposa to find out more of their pros-
pects. Oune of this number was a lady who had puid $6.00, another, n mun
who had deposited 5.00, and two or three others who had paid lesser
nmounts.

Theaid of Police Officer Jones wasinvoked. Thiuking it time to act the fel-
low came out of the closet, and his partner also unlocked the door of room 3,
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and the duet met the crowd with the officer. The result was that under the
pressure the employment agenoy paid over the amounts due those present,
whose contraets had brought no return. The next day Mr. F. took others there
who had their money refunded. After the evening scene above related, one
of the firm challenged Furguson to fight a duel to get even, and they actually
took the ecars together to go to the ontskirts of the ecity to engage in the
encounter. But the fad was careful to take an Oak street car instead of a
white car, and when the court house was reached, remarked that he had not
taken the right car by mistake, and that he wished to take him (Furguson)
away from the office to prevent a mob.

Apother ease: Miss Annie Radeliffe, 887 E. Baltimore street, paid her $3
and is out of her money, and has no place.

Miss Lillie Wilson, 363 N. Park street, applied for some kind of employ-
ment, paid 88, and never got work or her money.

Mr. ——————— applied for a position of elerkship, paid 85, was promised
sueh n place, and frequently went to the ageney, until, disgusted, he left,
having neither work nor money.

Observe this case—the names can be obtained: By correspondence six
girls were induesd to come from Chillicothe and get places of employment.
They each paid $2.  After waiting and finding nothing would come out of
the urrapgement, they demanded their money and were advised to go home
and the Reeord would inform them when to return. The girls had no
money, and were compelled to seek out a former resident of Chillicothe, who
resides in this city, who took pity on them and paid their fare home. These
girls were only sumples of many other victims from the neighboring towns.

A mwan residing at the corner of Main and Fonrth streets applied for posi-
tion of hotel clerk. He paid no money, because he detected the trap in time.
He called four times.  Ou the first call the place was open at 845 per month;
on second call it was rather unecertain; on last call the place was exceedingly
doubtful in the prospect, and had depreciated to a £30 job. Because the
applicant would sign no contract and pay no money, he was insolently
dismissed.

Miss Sullivan, 624 Mt. Vernon avenue, applied for a position, signed con-
tract, paid 86, She called repeatedly for her position or return of her mongy.
Finally the fellows met her importunity by sending her to Seibert & Lilley’s.
It was o ruse, My, Siebert said he did not know how many were sent by
this concern to him, and yet he had pothing to do with it, Miss Sullivan is
employed now on North High street, Her sister, at 284 East Town street,
«nn vouch for the above experience of her sister. She, too, is without her
mouney. .

Miss —————, living in the East End, applied for a place, paid $1, and
though she ealled often to know what was doing for her, was treated with
angry retort by the outfit, and got neither place nor part of her money back.,

Miss ————— residing on Third avenue, applied, signed contract, paid
#2, and was at lengih put off by securing for her a very unsatisfactory
position.

A Grand Armiy man of some prominence in this city secured positions for
four comrades who had applied and paid their money to the Mercantile
Record, but never got situations.
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The reporter can give many other similar ¢cases. The above parties named
and implicated can testify to the facts in their own experience. Beware of
“The Mercantile Record.™

Following will be found a trne copy of the law relating to free
public employment offices now in force in Ohio with comments on
its results by Hon. John MeBride, Commissioner of Labor Statisties
of that State, which are extracted from advance sheets of his forth-
coming report. The Ohio law contains many objectionable fea-
tures and incurs greater public expense than is required in a State
with no very large cities like Cincinnati, Columbus, Oleveland,
Dayton and Toledo. But that there is pressing need of at least one
free public employment office in every state in the Union for the
benefit of both employers and employes is made plain by the facts
already given:

THE OH10 LAW,

SecTioN 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio,
That section 308 of the Revised Statutes be so amended as to read as follows:

Sec. 308, The commissioner shall have an office in the state house, which
shall be a bureau of statistics of labor, and he shall collect, arrange and sys-
tematize all statisties relating to the various branches of labor in the State,
and especially those relating to the commercial, industrial, social, educational
and sanitary condition of the laboring classes, Said commissioner is hereby
authorized and directod, immediately after the passage of Lhis act, to organ-
ize and establish inall cities of the fivst-class, and cities of the first and second
grade of the second class in the State of Ohio, a free public employment affice,
and shall appoint one superintendent for each of said offices to discharge the
duties hereinafter set forth. Said superintendents shall cause to be posted
in front of their said offices on a gign board, or in a suitable place on the
bailding where such offices are located, the words, */free public employment
office.”” It shall be the duty of such superintendents to receive all applica-
tions for labor of those desiring employment and those desiring to employ
labor, and record their names in n book kept for that purpose, designating
opposite the name of each applicant the character of employment, or labor
desired, and the address of such applicant. Each of said superintendents
shall be provided with such clerical assistance as in the judgment of the com-
missioner may appear necessary for properly conducting the duties of their
several offices No compensatioa or fee shall, diveetly or indireetly, be
charged to or received [rom noy person or persons seeking asmployment, or
any person or persons desiring to employ labor through any of said offices.
Said superintendents shall make a weekly report on Thursday of ench week to
gaid commissioner of all persons desiving to employ labor and the elass theve-
of, and all persons applying for employment through their respective offices,
and the character of employment desired by each applicant; also, of all per-
sons securing employment through their respective offices and the character
thereof, and o semi-annual report of the expense of maintaining such offices.
Said commissioner shall cause to be printed weekly a list of all applicants
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and the character of employment desired by them, and of those desiring to
employ labor, and the class thereof, received by him from the respective
officet aforesaid, and cause a true copy of such list on Monday of each week
to be mailed to the superintendent of each of said offices in the State, which
said list by the superintendent shall be posted immediately on receipt thereof
in u eonspicuous place in his office, subject to the inspection of all persons
desiving employment,  Said superintendents shall perform such other duties
in the collection of labor statistics as said commissioner shall determine.
Any superintendent or clerk as herein provided, who directly or indirectly
charges or receives any compensation from any person whomsoever in secur-
ing employment, or labor from any other person or persons as provided in
this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be fined in any sum
not exceeding fifty dollars, and imprisoned in the county jail or workhouse
not exceeding thirty days. The superintendent of each of said offices shall
receive a salavy, fo be fized by the couneil of such eity, payable monthly. The
elerk or clerks required in any of sueh offices shall receive-a salary of not
more than fifty dollars per month, provided ithe compensation of such super-
intendents and clerks so appointed shall be paid out of the eity treasury, in
which such free public employment office may be located,

COMMENTS BY THE COMMISSIONER.

The total number of persons wanting situstions was 20,186, and of this
number 14,520 were males and 5,607 females.

The total number of employes wanted by employers was 18,154, and of this
nnmber 11,458 were males and 6,701 fomales.

The total number of persons haying secured situations through the offices
was 8,082, and of this number 5,675 were males and 3,407 females.

The amount of “help wanted” was 90.2 per eent of the “situations
wanted,™

“Positions secured” was 404 per cent of “help wanted.”

“Positions secured’” was 4.0 per cent of “sitnations wanted.”

From the fact that offices had to be rented and furnished, and that there
was no money for advertising purposes, the work done by the Free Publie
Employment Offices during the short time reported, is ereditable alike to the
officials in charge of the offices and to the State.

The entire cost connected with the oflices up to January, 1801, will not
exceed $5,000,

If the 8,982 persons who secured work through the Free Public Employ-
ment Offices had obtained employment throngh the private employmenf
agencies, it is but fair to assume that the cost of such serviees would have
avernged #3 per capita for males and 81 for females, or a total of $20,132,
anid by dedueting from the latter sum the cost of maintaining the Free Public
Employment Offices there is a balance of $15,182, which has been saved to
the willing, yet poor and needy, working men and women by the State law.

This saving in dollars and cents may appear large in the eyes of these not
familiar with the patronage given to employment agencies, but as there are
at least twelve well known private employment agencies now running in the

wities in which the free offices ave located, and as many more scattered over
the smaller cities of the State, it is evident that nearly one hundred persons
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live and thrive through the profits derived from such private agencies. This

would indicate that nearly one hundred thousand dollars is annually spent

by working men and women in efforts to secure employment through the

assistance of employing agencies. and if this sum can be saved to the honest

toilers of Ohio by the expenditure of about ten thousand dollars anuually on

the part of the State for the maintaining of Free Public Employment Offices
that will be run by oflicials obligated to make honest and evergetic efforts to

furnish hely to employers of labor, and to aid idle labor in securing honor-
able employment, it should be done,

Ohio being the first State to create “Free Public Employment Offices, "
their establishment by legislation was looked upon as being an experiment
which many predicted would only be productive of evil results.

The friends and advocates of the measurs were vory sanguine that a trial
would demonstrate the utility of the ofices in every way and the result has
but emphasized the correctness of their elaims.

From nearly all States in the Union, and from several foreign countries,
have come lnguiries as to the working of the law, and, although copies of
the law were sent to all parties who requested them, time and a limited of-
fice force would not permit of an extended written explanation either to the
canses leading to the law's enactment or the result of its practical operation.
S0 much interest has been manifested, however, that I deem it best to give
some of the salient points connected with the enactment of this law,

The Municipal Labor Congress of Cincinnati, an organization eomposed
of all the trade and labor unions in that eity, started the agitation in favor
of *“Free Public Employment Offices” being established by the State govern-
ment in all of the large cities of the State. It was this organization that
drafted the bill which was introduced hy Senator M. T. Corcoran of Cin-
cinpali.

The bill as drafted and introduced made the employment offices branches
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, fixed the salaries of superintendents and
clerks and placed the entire expense upon the State, Senator Corcoran and
the friends of the bill fought hard to have it passed in its original form, bhut
the Senate refused to pass it until amended so as to place the expense upon
the cities in which the were located. The House took a different view of the
matter and amended the Senate bill by substituting the original bill. The
Saenate, however, refused to accept the House amendment, and the measure
went into the hands of a conference committee which finally submitted a
report embodying the present law, which was adopted by u unanimous vote
in the Senate and with but one dissenting vote in the House.

The members of the Legislature were of the opinion that inasmuch as the
offices were to be located in certain cities, that only those cities would derive
the bencfits aceruing from their lnbors; hence they beleved that the city
governments shouold defray the greater portion of the expense connected
with offices.

The law, however, is general in its application, and the offices are intendod
to help employers and employes in all parts of the State.

1ts prime features provide, first for the collection of statistical data relat-

" ing to the industrial interests of the State; second, to assist employers to

secure employes: thivd, to furnish our working men and women, when out
of employment, free and reliable information as to the kind and character
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of employment to be had. By the carrying out of the objects of the law the
collection and compilation of industrial statistics. something in which all
our people are interested, will be more complete and the entire State bene-
fited, and the State government certainly cau not undertake a more chari-
tuble or a more honorable and praiseworthy act than that of securing em-
ployment for her willing yet needy ecitizen laborers,

Prior to the establishment of the “Free Public Employment Offices” there
were “Employment Agencies” in nearly all large cities in this State; but
they were run for private profit rather than for public good. They were
lesches engaged in sucking the life blood from the poor. These private
agencies charged men and women anywhere from #1 to 815 for securing
them employment, and in most cases they demanded and received a price
for accepling an application whether they secured a place or not. This
avery honest-hearted citizen knows to be wrong, because it is evident that
when men and women are willing to work, and are unable to find it to do,
it is sufiicient for them to suffer the hardships which are inseparable from
enforced idleness without taxing them for the privilege of securing work, or
for the promise to secure work.

LABOR LAWS OF IOWA.

The following labor laws of Towa are extracted from Miller’s An-
notated Code of 1888, except such as were passed by the Twenty-
third General Assembly (1890).

Many of the laws passed for the special protection of coal miners
are waived by contraets gigned by the miners. Nearly all the mine
operators in the State demand as one of the conditions. of employ-
ment, that the miners sign eontracts waving nearly all protection
guaranteed the miners by the laws of the State. Especially is this
true regarding the law providing for the weighing of coal before
soreened.

In the negotiation of loans the borrower is often required to
abrogate by contract all his rights guaranteed under the laws of
exemptions, stay and appeals. It has recently come to the notice of
this department that there is & weak point in the exemption laws of
this State, which should command the attention of the Twenty-
fourth General Assembly. If exemption laws intended for the
protection of helpless wives and children are good, they should
apply to all citizens who are similarly situated, but our present
‘exemption laws do not so apply. If a railroad employe, residing
‘in Towa and entitled to the exemption of his wages earned within
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three months of the time of commencing action under our exemption
laws by reason of having a family to support, contracts a debt in
Iowa, and in the discharge of his duties as a brakeman, conduetor,
fireman, engineer or other railroad employe he is required to cross
the boundury line of this State and go into Missouri his employer
ean be garnished in that State, judgment rendered against him,
which he must pay and thus eancel the laborer’s elaim for wages,
and the exemption laws of neither Iowa or Missouri can upefute
agninst an execution. Such a person is barred from the exemp-
tion rights of both States; Missouri will not recognize the exemp-
tion rights of the defendant, becanse he is not & resident of that
State; Towa will not recognize his exemption rights, because the
judgment is obtained in another State. The full wages of the
defendant can be garnished in spite of the exemption laws of both
the States, and without regard to the rights of the family of the
defendant to the necessaries of life. This defect in the law demands
remedial legislation. There should be laws requiringsthe plaintiff
to litigate in the state in which the debt was contracted. Especially
in all cases where both debtor and creditor reside in the same State
in which the debt was made.

CHAPTER VI,

MASTER AND APPHRENTICE.

SECTIOoN 2280, [ Minors.] Any minor ¢hild may be bound to service un-

til the attainment of the age of legal majority as hereinafter described.

cBee. 2281, | Indenture: when minor (o sign.] Such binding must be by
written indenture, specifying the age of the minor and the terms of agree-
ment.  If the minor is more than twelve years of age and not o pauper, the
indenture must be signed by him of his own free will,

Sgc. 2282, [Consent gof relatives required.] A written consent must be
appended to or indorsed npon such agreement and signed by one of the fol-
lowing persons, to-wit: |

1. By the father of the minor, but if he be dead, or has abandoned his
family, or is from any eause incapacitated from giving his asseni, then,

2. By the mother: and if she be dead, or unable, or incapacitated for giv-
ing such assent, then, ) -

8. By the guardinn: and if there be no guardian, then by the elerk of the

16
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CHAPTER 20, LAWS OF 1886,
TRIBUNALS OF VOLUNTARY ARBITRATION,

Sporion 1. [District judge have power to cstablish arbitration trivunals. ]
Be it enaoled by the general assembly of the State of lowae, That the dis-
trict court of ench ecounty, or a judge thereof in vaeation, shall have the
power. and upon the presentution of a petition, or of the agreement here-
inafter named, it shall be the duty of said court, or a judge thereof in
vaeation, to Issue in the form hereinafter named, a license or authority for
the establishment within and for each county of tribunals for voluntary
arbitration and settlement of disputes between employers and employed in
the manufscturing, mechanical, or mining industries.

Seo. 2. [Petition or agreement: signed by twenty persons.] The said
petition or agreement shall be substantially in the form hereinafter given,
and the petition shall be signed: by at least twenty persons employed as
workmen, and by four or more separate firms, individuals, or corporations
within the county, or by at least four employers, each of whom shall ew-
ploy five workmen, or by the representative of a firm, corporation or indi-
vidual employing not less than twenty men in their trade or industry;
provided, that ab the time the petition is presented, the judge before whom
said petition is presented, may, upon motion require testimony to be taken
a8 to the representative character of sald petitioners, and if it appears that
said petitioners do not represent the will of a majority, or at least one-half
of ench party to the dispute, the license for the establishment of said
tribunal may be denied, or may take such other order in this behalf as to
him shall seem fair to both sides.

Sk, 8. | Liconse bo issue: when.] If the saild petition shall be signed by
the requisite number of both employers and workmen, and be in proper form
and contuin the names of the persons to compose the tribunal, being an
equal number of employers and workmen, the judge shall forthwith cause
to be issued u license substantially in the form hereinafter given, authorizing
the existence of such tribunal and tixing the time and place of the first meet-
ing therveof, and an entry of the license so granted shall be made upon the

Journal of the district court of the conuty in which the petition originated.

Seo. 4. |70 continue one year: jurisdiction.] Said tribunal shall continue
in existence for one year from the date of the license creating it, and may
tuke jurisdiction of any dispute between employers and workmen in any
mechanienl, manufacturing or mining industry. or business, who shall have
petitioned therefor, or who may submit their disputes in writing to such tri-

Dunal for decisions.  Vacancies ocourring in the membership of the tribunal
shall be filled by the judge or court that licensed said tribunal, from three

names, presentad by the members of the tribunal remaining in that class in
which the vaeancies oecur. The removal of any member to an adjoiving
county shall not eause o viwaney in either the tribunal or post of umpire.
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Disputes oceurring in oue county may be referred to a tribunal already exist-
ing in an adjoining conaty. The place of ampire in any of said tribunals
and vacancies ocenrring in such place, shall only be filled by the mutual
choica of the whole of the representatives of both employers and workmen
wonstituting the tribunal, immediately upon the organization of the same,
and the nmpire shall be called upon to act after disagrevment is manifested
in the tribunal by failure during three meetings held and full possassion had.
His award shall be final and conclusive upon such matters only as are sub-
mitted to him in writing and signed by the whole of the members of the tri-
bunal or by parties submitting the same,

Sec. 5. | Number of members of tribunal.] The said tribunal shall consist
of not less than two employers or their representatives, and two workmen
or their representatives. The exact number which shall in each case con-
stitute the tribunal, shall be inserted in the petition or agreement, and they
shall be named in the license issued. The said tribunal, when convened;
shall be organized by the selection of one of their members ns chairman and
one ns secretary. who shall be chosen by 8 mmjority of the members, or if
such majority cannot be had after two votes, then by secret bullot, or by lot,
as they prefor.

Sgo. 6. [Compensation: expenses.] The members of the tribunal shall
receive no compensation for their services from the city or county, but the
expenses of the tribunal, other than fuel, light, and the use of the room and
furniture, may be paid by voluntary subseription, which the tribunal is
authorized to receive and expend for such purposes. The session of said
tribunal shall be held at the county seat of the connty where the petition for
the same was presented, and a room in the court-house or elsewhere for the
use of said tribunal shall be provided by the county board of supervisors,

Sko, 7. [Chairman to administer oaths in absence of wmpire.] When no
umpire is acting, the chairman of the tribunnl shall have power to adminis-
ter oaths to all witnesses who may be produced, and a majority of said tri-
bunal may provide for the examination and investigation of books, docu-
ments aud accounts pertaining to the matters in hearing before the tribunal,
and belonging to either party to the dispute; provided, that the tribunal
may unanimously direct that instead of producing books, papers and ac-
wounts before the tribunal, an accountant agreed upon by the entire tribu-
nal may be appointed to examine such books, papers and accounts, and such
accountant shall be sworn to well and truly examine such books, documents
and seeounts as may be presented to him, and to report the results of such
examination in writing to said tribunal, Before such examination, the in-
formation desired and required by the tribunal shall be plainly stated in
writing, and presented to said accountant, which statement shall be signed
by the members of said tribunal, or by a majovity of sach class thereof.
Attorney at law or other agents of ¢ither party to dispute, shall not be per-
mitted to appear or take part in any of the proceedings of the tribunal, or
before the umpire.

Skc. 8. [Umpire to preside while acting]. When the nmpire is actiog he
shall preside and he shall have all the power of the chairman of the tribuual,
and his determination upon all questions of evidence, or other questions in
conducting the inquiries there pending, shall he finsl. Committees of the
tribunal consisting of an equal number of cach class may be constituted Lo
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examing into any question in dispute between employers and workmeun which
may have been referred to said committee by the tribunal, and such com-
mittee may hear, and settle the same finally, when it can be done by a unan-
imons vote; otherwise the same shall be reported to the full tribunal, and be
there heard as if the question had not been referred. The said tribunal in
connection with the said umpire shall have power to make or ordain and
enforee rules for the government of the body when in session to enable the
business to be proceeded with, in order, and to fix its sessions and adjourn-
ments, but such rules shall not contlict with this statute, nor with any of the
provisions of the constitution aad laws of lowa.

Sec, 0. | Questions ta be plainly defined in writing.] Before the umpire
shall proceed to act, the guestion or guestions in dispute shall be plainly de-
fined in writing and signed by the members of the tribunal, or a majority
thereof of each class, or by the parties submitting the same, and such writ-
ing shall contain the submission of the decision thereof to the umpire by
name, and shall provide that his decision thereon, after hearing, shall be
final. The umpire shall be sworn to impartially decide all questions that
may he submitted to him during his term of office. The submission and his
award may bemade in the form hereinafter given, and said umpire must make
his award within ten days from the time the question or questions in dispute
are submitted to him. Said award shall be made to the tribunal; and if the
award is for a specific sum of money, said award may be made a matter of
veeord by filing a copy thereof in the district court of the county where the
tribunal s in session.  When so entered of record, it shall be final and con-
clusive, and the proper court may, on motion of any one interested, enter
judgment thereon, and when the award is for specific sum of money, may
jssue final and other process to enforee the same.

8rc. 10. [Form of petition.] The form of the joint petition or agree-
ment praying for s tribunal noder this act shall be as follows:

To the distriet eourtof .......ccn county (or to a judge thereof, as the
ease may hej: The subscribers hereto being the number, and having the
qualifications required in this proceeding, being desirous of establishing a
tribunal of voluutary arbitration for the settlement of disputes. in the (here
name the branch of industry) trade, and having agreed upon A, B, C, D
and E, representing the employers, and G, H, 1, J and K, representiug the
workmen, as members of said tribunal, who each are qualified to act
thereon, pray that a license for a tribunal in the .......... trade may be
jmsned to said persons named above.

NAME, MESIDENCE, WORKS.

sasmastaabasesntas sabviveaniingasnn frasslerervrasannasnnensvrlirrrosrrissvscslirrans vannia s
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NAMES. RESIDENCE. RY WHOM EMPLOYED.

Ske. 11. [Form of license|. The license to be issued upon such petition
may be as follows:

STATE OF IOWA, |
............... County. § 7

W HEREAS, the joint petition and agreement of four employers (or repre-
sentatives of a firm or corporation or individual employing twenty men, a8
the case may be) and twenty workmen have been presented to this court (or
if to a judge in vacation so state) praying the creation of a tribunal of volun-.
tary arbitration for the settlement of disputes in the workman trade within
this county, snd naming A, B, ¢, D and E, representing the employers, and
G, H, 1, J and K, representing the workmen. Now, in pursunance of the
atatute for such case made and provided, said named persons are hereby
licensed and anthorized to be and exist as a tribuual of voluntary arbitra-
tion for the settlement of disputes between employers and workmen for the
period of one year from this date, and they shall meet and organize on the
L P S e, o) | TN

SEo, 12, When it becomes necessary to submit a matter in controversy to
the wmpire, it may be in form as follows;

FORM OF SUBMISSION.

We, A, B, ¢, D and E, representing employers, and G, H, I, J and K,
representing workmen composing a tribunal of voluntary arbitration hereby
submit, and rvefer unto the umpirnge of L (the umpire of the tribunal of
the .......... trade) the following subject-matter, viz., (Here state full
and clear the matter submitted) and we hereby agres that his decision and
determination upon the same shall be binding upon us, and final, and con-
clusive upon the question thus submitted, and we pledge ourselves to abide
by, and carry out the decision of the umpire wheu made.

Witness our names this ., ........ deyof ..o AV L s et

(Signatures)

R L R R RS

writing to the tribunal, stating distinetly his decisions on the subject-matter

submitted, and when the award is for a specific sum of money, the umpire

shall forward a copy of the same to the clevk of the proper court.
Approved March 6, 15886,

Skc. 18, [Award to be in writing.] The umpire shall make his award in
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CHAPTER 132, LAWS OF 1834,
BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTIOS.

Ax AT to ereato a burean of labor statistics, and to provide for the appoint-
ment of & commissioner of said bureau, and to define his duties and term

of office.

Seoriox 1. | Appointment of commissionor provided for.|—Be it enacted
by the general assembly of the State of lowa: ‘That there is hereby created a
burean of labor statistics, to be under the control and management of a
commissioner thereof, to be appointed as hereinafter provided by this act,

Sec. 2. [Governor to appoint within 30 days.] That the governor shall,
within thirty days after the taking effect of this act, and biennially thereafter,
with the advice and consent of the executive couneil, appoint a commissioner
of lubor statisties. The term of office of suid commissioner to commence
on the first day of April in each even-nnmbered year and continue for two
years and until his suecessor is appointed and qualified; and said commis-
sioner before entering upon the discharge of his duties shall take an oath or
affirmation to disoharge the same faithfully and to the best of his ability;
and shall give bond in the snm of two thousand dollars ($2,000) with sureties
to the approval of the governor, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his
ofticial dutles.

Seo. 8. [Saiary £1,500 per anuum,] Said commissioner shall receive a
salary of fifteen hundred dollars per annum, payable monthly, and necessary
postage, stationery and office expenses, the said salary and expenses to be
paid by the State as the salaries and expenses of other State officers are pro-
vided for. He shall have and keep an office in the capitol at Des Moines in
which shall be kept all records, documents, papers, correspondence and
property pertaining to his office, and shall deliver them to his successor in

o

Sgo. 4. [May be removed by governor.]
removed from his office by the governor for neglect of duty or malfeasance
in office; sand any vacaney oceurring at any time may be filled by the gov-
ernor by and with the consent of the executive council.

Be¢, 5. [Dulbics of commissioner: statistics to be gathered.] The duties of
eaid commissioner shall be to eollect, assort, systematise and present in bien-
niel reports to the governor on or before the 15th day of August preceding
ench regular meeting of the genersl assembly, statistical details relating to
all departients of labor in the State, especially in its relations to the com-
mereinl, social, educational and sanitary conditions of the laboring classes,
and to the permanent prosperity of the mechanical, manufacturing and pro-
duoetive industries of the State, and shall as fully s practicable collect such
information and reliable reports from each county in the State the amount
and condition of the mechanical and manufacturing interests, the value and
loeation of the varions manufacturing and coul productions of the State, also

sites offering natural or scequired advantages for the profitable location and

Said commissioner may be
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aperation of different branches of industry; he shail by correspondence with
interested parties in other parts of the United States impart to them such
information as may tend to indace the location of mechanical and producing
plants within the State, together with such other information as shall tend
to increase the productions, and consequent employment of producers: and
in said biennial report he shall give a statement of the business of the burean
since the last regular report, und shall compile and publish therein suech
information as may be considered of value to the industrial interests of the
State, the number of laborers and mechanics employed, the number of
apprentices in each trade, with the nativity of such laborers, mechanies and
apprentices’ wages earnnd, the savings from the same, with age and sex
of laborers employed, the number and character of aecidents, the sanitary
condition of institutions where labor is employed, the restrictions, if any,
which are put upon apprentices when indentured, the proportion of married
luborers and mechanios who live in rented houses, with the average annual
rental and the value of property owned by laborers and mechanics; and he
shall include in such report what progress has been made with schools now
inm operation for the instroction of students in the mechanie arts and what
systoms have been found most practical, with details thereof.

Such report when printed shall not consist of more than six hundred
printed pages octavo.

Five thousand copies thereofl shall be printed and bound uniformly similar
to the reports of other State officers as now anthorized by law. Sald reports
when published to be disposed of as follows, viz.: To the public libraries in
in the State, to the various trade organizations, agrieultural and mechanical
sovietics, and other places where the commissioner may deem proper and
best ealeulated to accomplish the furtherance of the industrial interests of
the State.

Bge. 6. [Power of commissioner.] The commissioner shall have power to
issue subpenas for witnesses and exwmine them under oath and enforce
their attendance to the same extent and in the same maoner as a justics of
the pence, said witnesses to be paid the same foes as are now allowed wit-
nesses before a justice of the peace, the same to be paid by the State,

Sec. 7. [Publication.] This act being deemed of immediate importance
shall be in force and take effect from and after its publication,

CHAPTER 21, LAWS 1884,

MINES AND MINING, =
AN AcT to regulate mines and mining, and to repesl Chapter 202 of the
Acts of the Eighteenth General Assembly.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of fowa:

Sgerion 7. The agent or owner of every coal mine shall make or cause
to be made an accurate map or plan of the working of such mine on a
seale of not less tha one hundred feet to the inch, showing the area mined
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or excavated, Sald map or plan shall be kept at the office of such mine.
The agent or owner shall, on or before the first duy of September of each
viear. canse (o be made & statement and plan of the progress of the work-
fugs of such mine up to said date, which statement and plan shall be marked
on the map or plan herein asequired to be made, in case of refusal on the
part of said owner or agent for two months after the time designated to
make the map or plan, or addition thereto, the Inspector is authorized to
opuse an pecurate map or plan of the whole said mine to be made at the
expense of the owner thereof, the cost of which shall be recoverable against
the owner in the name of the person or persons making said map or plan,
and the owner or agent of all coal mines hereafter wrought out and
abundoned, shall deliver a corveet map of said mine to the Inspector to be
filed in his office. »

Sgc. 8. Iv shall be unlawful for the owner or agent of any coal mine
worked by nshaft to employ or permit any person to work therein unless there
are to avery seam of conl worked in such mine, at least two separate ontlets;
separated by natural strata of not less than one hundred feet in breadth,
by which shafts or outlets distinet means of ingress and egress are always
avuilable to the persons employed in the mine, but in no case shall a furnace
shaft be used as an escape shaft: sod if the mine is a slope or driit opening,
the escape shall be separated from the other openings by not less than fifty
feet of natnral strata, and shall be provided with safe and available traveling
ways, and the trnveling ways to the escapes in all conl mines shall be kept
free from water, and falls of voof, and all escape shafts shall be fitted with
safe and convenient stairs ar an nogle of not more than sixty degrees desoent,
soil with luodings st easy and couvenient distances, so as to furnish easy
escape from sach mine; and all air shafts used as escapes where fans are
employed for ventilation shall be provided with suitable applisnces for hoist-
ing the underground workmen, sald appliances to be always kept at the
mine ready for immediate use, and in no ease shall any combustible material
b nllowed between any escape shaft and hoisting shaft, except such as is
absolutely necessary for the operation of the mine, provided that where a
furnace shaft is large enough to admit of being divided into un escape shaft
and furnnee shaft, Thers may be a partition placed in said shaft properly
constructed so a8 to exelode the heated air and smoke from the side of the
shaft used as an eseape shalt, such partition to be built of incombustible
‘material for a distance of not less than fifteen feet up from the bottom
thereof, nnd provided that where two or more mines ure connected under-
ground. Each ownor may make joint provisions with the other for the use
of the other's hoisting shaft or slope as an escape, and in that event theown-
ers theroof shall be deemed to have complied with the requirements of this
seotion, and, provided further, that in any case where the escape shaft is
now situated less than one huudred feet from the hoisting shaft there may
be provided a properly constructed underground traveling way from the
top of the escape shaft, so as to furnish the proper protection from five for a
distance of one hundred feet from the hoisting shaft, and in that event the
owner or agent of any such mine snall be deemed to have complied with the
Tequirements of this section; and, provided further, that this act shall not

apply to mines operated by slopes or drifts, openings where not more than
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five persons are employed thervin [and, provided further, that any escapo
ment shaft that is hereafter sunk and equipped before said escapement shaft
shall be located or the excavation of for it begun, the Distriot Inspector of
wnines shall be duly notilied to appear and determaine what shall be a suitable
distance for the same. The distance from main shaft shall not be less than
three hundred feét without the cousent of the Inspector. and no building
shall be put nearer the escape shaft than one hundred feet, except the house
necessary to cover the fan. | —Chapter 56, Laws of 1888, Seotion 1,

Sec. 9. 1o all mines there shall be allowed one year to make outlets as
provided in section eight, when such mineis under two bundred feet in depth,
aod two years when such mine is over two hundred feet in depth, but not
more than twenty men shall be employed in such mine st any one time, until
the provisions of section eight are complied with, and after the expiration of
the period above mentioned. Should said wines not have outlets aforesaid,
they shall uot be operated until made to couform to the provisions of section
eight [and, provided further, that this act shall not apply to mines where the
escnpe way i8 lost or destroyed by reason of the drawing of pillars prepara-
toryto the abundonment of the mine, provided that pot more than twenty
persons shall be employed in said mine at any one time].

Sec. 10, The owner or agent of any coal mine, whether it be operated
by shaft, slope or drift, shall provide and maintain for every such ming an
amonnt of ventilation of not less than one hundred cnbie feet of air per
minute for ench person employed in such mine, and not less than five hun.
dred cubie feet of air per minute for each mule or horse employed in the
same, which shall be distriboted and eciroulated throughout the mine in such
manner a8 to dilute, render harmless and expel the poisonous and noxions
gases from ench and every working place in the mine, and whenever the In-
spector shall find men working without sufficient air or under any unsafe
conditions he shall first give the operator or his agent a reasonable notice to
retify the same and upon a refusal or neglect so to do the Inspector may
himself order them ont until said portion of said mine shall be put in proper
condition, and all mines governed by the provisions of this act shall be pro.
vided with artificial means for producing ventilation such as exhaust or foro-
ing fans, furnaces or exbaust steasm or other contrivances of such eapacity
and power as to produce and maintain an abundant supply of air for sll the
requirements of the persons employed ip the mine; but in case u furnsce Is
used for ventilating purposes, it shall be built in such manner as to prevent
the communitation of fire to any part of the works by lining the upeast

with incombustible material for a sufficient distance up from said furnace to
fusure safety.

BEo. 11, The owner or agent of every coal mine operated by a shaft or
alope in all enses where the human voice cannot be distinotly hoard shall
forthwith provide and maintain a metal tube or other suitable means for
communication from the top to the bottom of said shaft or slope, suitably
ealenlated for the free passage of sound therefn, so that communication enn
be beld between persons at the bottom and top of the shaft or slope, and
there shall be provided a safety eateh of approved pattern and a sufficient
cover overhead on all carriages nsed for lowering and hoisting persons, and
on top of every shaft an approved safety gate and also an approved safety
spring on top of every slope, and an adequate brake shall e attached to every
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drum or machioe nsed for raising or lowering persons in all shafts or slopes,
and a trial shall be sttached to every train useéd on a slope, all of said appli-
ances to be subject to the approval of the inspector.

Spo. 12, No owner or agent of any coal mine operated by shaft or slope
shall knowingly place in charge of nny engine used for lowering into or
hoistiog out of such mine persons employed therein, any but experienced.
competent und sober eogineers, and no engineer in charge of such engine
shall allow any person except such as may be deputed for that purpose by
the owner or agenot, to interfere with it or any part of the machinery, and
no person shall interfere or in any way intimidate the engineer in the dis-
charge of his duties, sod the maximum number of persons to ascend out of
or descend into any coal mine on a cage, shall be determined by the inspec.
tor, but in no case shall such number exeeed ten, and no person shall ride
upon of against any lounded cage or ear in any shaft or slope except the con-
duetor in charge of the train.

Sgc. 13, No boy under twelve years of age shall be permitted to work in
nuy mine, and parents or guardians of boys shall be required to furnish an
affidavit as to the ages of their boys when there is any doubt in regard to
their age, und in all eases of miners applying for work the agent or owner
of the mines shall see that the provisions of this section are not violated,

Sgc. 14, In ease any conl mine does not in its upplisnces for the safety of
the persans working therein conform to the provisions of this act, or the
owner or agent disregards the requirements of this act for twenty days
after being notifled by the inspector, any court of competent jurisdiction,
while in session, or the judges in vacation, may, on application of the in-
spector, by eivil action in the nume of the State, enjoin or restrain by writ
of injunction the said agent or owner from working or operating such mines
with more persons at once than are necessary to make the improvements
needed, except as provided in section eight and nine, until it is made to con-
form with the provisions of this act, and such remedies shall be cumulative,
and shall not take the place of or effect any other proceedings against such
owner or agent suthorized by law, for the matter complained of in such
action, and for any willful fallure or neglect to comply with the provisions
of this law by any owner, lessee or operator of any coal mine or opening
whersby anyone is injured, a right of action shall acerne to the party so in-
jured for any damage he may have sustained thereby, and in case of loss of
1ife by reason of such willful neglect or failure aforesaid, a right of action
shall scerue to the widow, if living, and if not living, to the children of the
person whose life shall be lost, for like recovery of damages for the injury
they shall have sustained. '

Spc. 16, Any minor workman or other person who shall knowingly
injure or interfere with any air-course or brattice, or obstruct or throw open
doors or disturb any part of the machinery, or disobey any order given in
cnrrying out the provisions okthis act, or ride upon a loaded ear or wagon
in a shaft or slope, except as provided in section twelve, or do any act
wheraby the lives and health of the persons or the security of the mines and
machinery is endaogered, or if any miner or person employed in any mive
governed by the provisions of this act shall neglect or refuse to securely
prop or support the roof and entries under his control, or neglect or refuse
1o obey any order given by the superintendent in relation to the security of
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the mine, in the part of the mine under his charge or countrol wvery such
person shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convietion theveof
shull be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or impris-

onment in the county jail not exceeding thirty days

Sgec. 16, Whenever written charges of gross neglect of duty or malfea-
sanoe in office against any lnspector shall be made and filed with the gov-
ernor, signed by not less than fifteen miners or one or more operators of
mines, together with a bond in the sum of five hundred dollars payable to
the State and signed by two or more responsible freeholiders and conditioned
for the payvment of all cost and expenses arising from the investigation of
snch charges, it shall be the duty of the governor to convene a board of ex-
aminers to consist of two practical miners, one mining engineer and two op-
erators, at such time and place az he may deem best, giving ten days' notice
to the inspector against whom charges may be made, and also the person
whose name appears first in the charges, and sald board when so convened
and having first boen duly sworn or aflirmed truly to try and decide the
charges made, shall summon any witness desired by either party and ex-
amine them on oath or affirmation which may be administered by any mem-
ber of the board and depositians muy be remd on such examination, ns in
other enses, und report the resnlt of their investigations to the governor,
and if thelr report shows that said inspector has grossly neglected his duties
or is incompetent or has been guilty of malfeasance in offios, it shall be the
duty of the governor forthwith to remove said inspector and appoint a sue-
ecessor; and said board shall award the costs aud expenses of such investign-
tion against the inspector or person signing said bond.

See. 18, The owner, sgent or operator of auy coal mine shall keep » suf-
ficient supply of timber, to be used as props, so that the workman may at
all times be able to secure the workings from caving in, and it shall be the
duty of the owner, agent or aperator to send down nll such props when so
required.

Sec. 19, Any person wilfnlly neglecting or vefusing to comply with the
provisions of this aet when notified by the mine inspector to comply with
such provisions, shall be decimed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con-
vietion thereof shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred
dollars or imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months, except
whien different penalties ave hevein provided.

Sko. 20, Chapter 202 of the acts of the Eighteenth General Assembly is
hereby repealed.

Seo. 21 That chapter 21, laws of the Twentieth General Assembly be and
the same ls hereby amended by enacting the following supplementary
wection:

SEo. 22, The excoutive council shall appoint a hourd of examiners, com-
posed of two practical miners, two mine operators and one mining engineer
who shall have at least five years' experience in his profession. The mem-
bers of sald board shall be of good moral character, and eltizens of the
United States and state of lowa, and they shall before entering upon their
Auties take the following oath (or affirmation): 1 , do solemnly swenr
(or affirm) that T will perform the duties of examiner of candidates for the
office of mine inspector to the best of my ability, and that in recommending
any candidate I will be governed by the evidence of qualification to fill the
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balanced, Lo accurately weigh, and to record a correct acconnt of the nmount
weighed of each miner's car of coal dellvered from such mine, and such oath
shall be kept counspiciously posted at the place of weighing. The record of
the coal mined by each miner shall be kept separate and shall be open to his
inspection at all reasonable hours. and also for the inspection of all other

position under the law areating the same, and not by any consideration of
political or personal fuvors; that I will grant certificates to candidates ne-
cording to their qualitications and the requirements of the law.” They shall
hold thelr nffice for two Years,

Skc. 28, Said board shall meet biennially on the first Monday in April of
each sven-numbered year, excopt that for the year 1858, said board shall pormnas pecusniarily interested in such mine
mest on the second Monday, in the office of state mine ingpector, in the cap- Src. 8 In all coal mines in this State the miners employed and working
itol, and they shall publish in at least one pewspaper published in each min- therein may furnish a competent check-weighman, who shall at proper times
ing district of the state the date fixed by them for the examination of candi. hivve Tull right of nccess and examination of such scales, machinery or appa-
dates. They shall be furnished with the pecessary stationery and other ratus. and seeing all measures and weights of coal mined and accounts kept
pecessary material for said examination in the same manner as other state of the same, provided that not more than one person on behalf of the miners
officers are now provided., They shall receive as compensation tho sum of sollectively shall have such right of sccess, examination and fuspection of
#5.00 per day for time netuslly employed in the duties of their office and sceales, meastres and accounts at the same time, and that sach person shall
aotual traveling expenses. The said compensation and expenses shall be make no unpecessary interference with the use of such seales, machinery or

paid lo the same manher as the salaries and sxpenses of other state officers apparatos. The agent of the miners, as aforesaid, shall before entering on |
are now paid; provided, that in no case shall the per diem received by any hi= duties, make and subscribe to an oath before some officer duly asuthorized
member exesed 850.00 for each biennial session. to administer oaths, that he s duly qualified and will faithfully discharge the
Spo. 24, Certificates of competency shall be granted only to citizens of duties of check-weighman. SBuch oath shall be kept conspicuously posted at
the United States and state of lowa, of good moral character, not less than the place of weighing. '
twenty-five years of age, who shall have had at least five years' experience SEO. 4. Any person, stk S or firm having or using oy scale or scales
fxi the mines, pnid wha shall not bave been acting as agent or superintendent for the purpose of weighing the output of conl at mines so arranged or con-
of any mine for al least six months prior to their appearance for examination, structed that fraudulent welghing may be done thereby, or who shall know-
Sk, 25. The examination of candidates for the office of mine inspector ingly resort to or smploy any meaus whatsoever by reason of which such
whall consiat of oral and written questions in theoretical and practieal miniog b voal 18 not eorrectly weighed, or reported h? accordance with the provisions
and mine engineering, ou the nature and properties of noxious and poison- oy of this act: or any weighman or cheok-weighman who shall frandulently |
ous gases found in mines, and on the different systems of working and ven- weigh or mecora the weights of such coal, or connive at or consent to such i

tilating conl mines. The didates shall be allowed their frandulent weighing, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall,
Bl g Shaliuok et o Sogedn upon conviction for each nffense be punished by a fine of not less than two

possession at the time of their examination, any books, memoranda or notes

S Rl SR (o il Susites et  of exsviiners shall give hundred dollars (#200) or more than five hundred dollars (#500), or by im- .
to all examined who in their judgment the requisite qn::iﬂ- prisonnient in the county juil for a period not to exeved sixty days or by

cati |_l|i| cartificates of auch qualification, and trolm the ns holding such both such fine and imprisonment; proceedings to be instituted in any court

certificates " of competent jurisdiotion.
Appmvodw:pﬂllznm(l’;;.u“ sppoiat the Siate min luspecor. 'S Sgc. 6. Any person, owner of agent, operating s coal mine in this State F
. ' who shall fuil to comply with the provisions of this act, or who shall !‘\
obateuct or hinder the earrying out of its requirements, shall be fined for i
the first offense not less than fifty dollars (850) nor more than two hundred =

d| dollars (#200); for the second offense not less than two hundred dollars ($200)
s Y nor more than five hundred dollars (2300); and for a third offense not less
CHAPTER 58, LAWS OF 1888, 3 than five hundred dollars (8600); provided that the provisions of this set
" shall apply only to coal mines whose products are shipped by rail or water,

PROVIDING FOR THE WEIGHING OF COAL AT MINES.

Sgo. 6. That scotion 17 of chapter 21 of the laws of 1854 is heroby re-
A% Aot to Amend Chapter 21 of the acts of the 20th Genersl Assembly, it
Providing for the weighing of Coal at Mines.

HBe it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of lowa:

Seortox. 1. That the ownor or agent of each conl mine within this State,
ut which the miners are paid by weight, shall provide at such mines suitable
sealos of standard make for the weighing of all coal mined.
 Skc. 2. The owner or sgent of such mine shall require the person author-

ized to weigh the coal delivered from said mine to be sworn before some per-
son having suthority to administer an oath, to keep the scales correctly
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CHAPTER 57, LAWS OF is8s8.
TO PHEVENT BLACK LISTING,

Ax Act for the Protection of Discharged Employes and to Prevent Blask
Listing.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Towa:

Seorion 1. That if auy person, agent, company or corporation, after
having discharged any employe from his or its service shall prevent or
attempt to prevent by word or writing of any kind such discharged employe
from obtaining employment with any other person, company or corpora-
tion, except by furnishing in writing on reguest a truthful statement as
to the canse of his discharge, such person, agent or corportion, shall be
guilty of & misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five
hundred dollars nor less than one hundred dellars, and such person, agent,
company or corporation shall be liable in penal damages to such discharged
person to he recoverad by eivil action; but this action shall not be construed
as prohibiting any person or agent of any company or corporation setting
forth a truthful statement of the reasons for such discharge.

Sec. 2. If any railway company, any other company or partnership or
corporation in this State shall authorize or allow any of its or their agents
to black list any discharged employe or attempt by word or writing or any
other means whatever to prevent such discharge employe or any employe
who may have volunturily left said company’s service from obtaining em-
ployment with any other person or company except as provided for in
soction 1 hereof, such company or co-partnership shall be liable in treble
damages to such employe so prevented from obtaining employment, to be
recovered by him by civil action. )

Approved April 16, 1884,

CHAPTER 54, LAWS OF 1888,
WEIGHING COAL AT MINES,

AN Acr to Establish a Uniform System of Weighing Coal at the Mines of
this State, and to Punish certain Irregularities connected therewith.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Towa:

SeorioN 1. That all coal mined in this State under contract for payment
by the ton or other quantity shall be weighed before being screened unless
otherwise agreed upon in writing, and the full weight thereof shall be
credited to the miner of such coal: and eighty pounds of coal as mined shall
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wonstitute a bushel, and two thousand ponnds of coal as mined shall consti
tute a ton. Provided that nothing in this sot shall be so construed as to
wompel payment for sulphur, rock, slate, blackjack, or other impurities in

cluding slack and dirt which may be Joaded with or nmongst such conl.

Sec. 2. Each State mine inspector shall procure from the State Superin-
tendent of weights and measures at the expense of the State, o full gud com.
plete set of standards, balances and other means of adjustment such as are
necessary in the comparison and adjustment of the seales, beams and other
apparatus nsed in weighing conl at the mines, to the State standards of
weight; and it shall be the duty of salil inspectors to examine, test and il just
as often ax occasion demands, all scales, beams and other upparatus used in
weighing coal at the mines.

Sec. 8. Any person damaged by reason of coal mined not having bheen
weighed and credited to him in necordance with the provisions of this sot
may recover his dumage in a civil action against the employer, but such ac-
tion must be begun within two years after the right thersto scorned; but his
right to recover in such action shall not be barred by reason of his having
knowledge of the violation of this set at the time.

Approved April 12, 1888,

CHAPTER 55 LAWS OF 1888,
PROTECT WORKEMEN IN MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL OF WAGES,

Ax Aot ta Provide for the Payment of Wages of Workmen Employed in
Mines, in the State of Iowa, in Lawful Money of the United Statos, and
to Protect said Workmen in the Management and Control of their own

Earnings.
Be it enacted by the Goneral Assembly of the State of lowa: -

Secriox 1. It shall be unlawful for uny person, firm, company or corpo-
ration, owning or operating coal mines in the State of lowa, to sull, give,
deliver or in any mauner issue, directly or indiroctly, @ any person om-
ployed by him orit, in payment for wages due for labor, or as advances on
wages of labor not due, any script, check, draft, order or evidonce of indeht-
edness, payable or redeemable otherwise than in their face value in money;
and such person, firm, company or n who shiall violate any of the
provisions of this section, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
‘conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not excoeding three hundred
dollars (#300) nor less than twenty-five dollars, and the amount of uny
seript, token, check, draft, order or other evidence of indebtedness, sold,
given, delivered or in any mauner issued in violation of the provisions of

“this act, shall recover in money at the suit of any holder thereof, aguinst the
person, firm, company or corporation, selling. giving, delivering, or in any
manner issuing the same; provided that this act shall not apply to any per-
son, firm, company or corporation employing less than ten (10) persons,
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8ge, 2. Whoever compels or in sny manner seeks to compel or coerce an
employe of any person, firm, company or eorporation, to purchase goods or
supplies from any particular person, firm, company or corporation, shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon convietion thereof, shall be pun-
ished by a fine not exceeding five hundred (500) dollars or imprisoned in the
county jail, not exceeding sixty days, or both at the diseretion of the court.

Sgo. 8. The coynty attorney of any organized county, upon complaint
being made to him of the violation of any of the provisions of this act within
this county, shall cause such complaint to he investigated before the grand
jury of the connty where such wrong has been complained of. at its next
session following the time such complaint is made.

Approved April 6, 1888,

CHAPTER 46, LAWS OF 1800
.
ESOAPE SHAFTS IN COAL MINES,

Ax Aot to amend séotion 9, Chapter 21, Acts of the Twentieth General
Assembly, as amended by section 2, Chapter 56, Acts of the Twenty-seec-
ond Genernl Assembly, relative to escape shafts in conl mines. .

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of fowa:

Sgorion 1, That seetion 9, chapter 21, of the Acts of the Twentieth Gen-
eral Assembly, as amended by section 2, chapter 56, Acts of the Twenty-
socond Generan) Assembly, be so amended as to read as follows:

Sgc. 0 In all mines there shall be allowed one year to make outlets as
provided in section 8, when such mive is over two hundred feet in depth;
and two years when such mine is over two hundred feet in depth; but not
more than twenty men shall be employed in such mine at any time until the
provisions of section 8 are complied with; [provided that in the case of mines
over two hundred feet in depth, there shall be allowed three years on the
condition that during the third year not more than ten men shall be employed
jn such mine at any one time and provided further, that in cases where the
two yoars shall already have expired. a third year shall be allowed after the
taking effect of this act;] and after the expiration of the period above men-
tioned should said mines not have outlets aforesaid, they shall not be oper-
ated until made to conform to the provisions of section & And provided
further, that this act shall not apply to mines where the escape way is lost or
destroyed by reason of the drawing of pillars preparatory to the abandon-
ment of the mine; provided that not more than twenty persons shall be
employed in said mine at any one time,

Skc. 2. And provided further, that ten men or less may be lawfully em-
ployed in any coal mine without reference to the provisions of this or any
other act. _

Approved Apriln7, 1800, . :
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CHAPTER 47, LAWS OF 1800.
PROTECTION OF LABORERS.

AN Act to protect laborers and miners for labor performed in developing
plul working in Coal mines, additional to Chapter 100, Aets of the 16th
General Assembly and Chapter 178, Acts of the 20th General Assemlly,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of lowa:

Section 1. Every laborer or miner who shall perform labor in opening
and developing any coal mine, iucluding sinking shafts, constructing slopes,
or drifts, mining coal and the like, shall have a lien upon all the property of
the person, firm or corporation, owuning, constructing or operating such
mine, nsed in the construction or operation thereof, in'nlmling real estate,
buildings, engines, cars, mules, seales and all other personsl property, for
the value of such labor for the full amount thereof, upon the same terms
with the same rights and to be seenred and enforced as mechanics' liens are
secured and enforeed.

Appraved April 30, 1880,

EXEMPTIONS.

Sgc, 8072, (As amended by ch, 42, 15 g. a., ch. 62, 19 g.a., and ch. 49,
19, g. u, [Property enumerated.] If the debtor is a resident of this State
and is the head of u family, he may hold exempt from execution thé follow-
ing property: All wearing apparel of himself and family kept for actual nse
and suitable to their condition, and the trunks or other receptacles necessary
to contain the same, one musket or ville and shot gun; all private libraries,
family Bibles, portraits, pictures, musical instruments and paintings not kept
for the purpose of sale; a seat or pew occupied by the debtor or his family in
any house of public worship; an interest in a public or private burying
ground not exceeding one acre for any defendant; two cows and oalf; one
horse, unless a horse is exempt us hereinafter provided, fifty sheep and the
wool thersfrom (and the materials manufactured from such wool; (six stands
of bees; five hogs, and all pigs under six months; the necessary food for all
‘animals exempt from execution for six months; all flax raised by the defend-
ant on not exceeding one acre of ground and the manufactures therefrom;
one bedstead and the necessary bedding forevery two in the family: all eloth
manufactured by the defendant, not exeeeding one hundred yards in guant-
ity; household and kitehen furniture, not exceeding two hundred dollars in
value; all spinning wheels and looms, one sewing machine and other instru-
ments of domestic labor kept for actual use; the necessary provisions and
fuel for the use of the family for six months; the proper tools, instruments
or books of the debtor, if & farmer, mechanic, surveyor, clergyman, lawyer,
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physician, teacher, or professor; the horse or the team, consisting of not
more than two horses or mules, two yoke of eattle, and the wagon or other
vehicle with a proper harness or tackle, by the use of which the debtor, if a
physician, public officer, farmer, teamster or other laborer, habitually earns
his living. [If the debtor 15 a seamstress one sewing machine shall be exempt
from execution and attachment | And to the debtor if a printer, there shall
be exempt & printing press and the newspaper office connected therewith,
not to exceed in all the value of twelve hundred dollars. [Any person entitled
to any of the exemptions mentioned in this section does not waive his rights
thereto by falllng to desigoate or select such exempt property, or by failing
to object to o levy thereon, unless failing or refusing to do so when required
to muke stuch designation or selection by the officers about to levy.]

S, 8078, The word *family” as used in the last section, does not include
strapgers or boarders lodging with the family.

Sge, 3074, The carnings of such debtor for his pers: snal services, or those
of his family, at any time within ninety days next preceding the levy, are
also exenipt from exeeution and attachment.

Sge. 8075, [Unmarried pebsons | There shall be exempt Lo a0 unmarried
person, not the head of & family, and to non-residents, their own ordinary
wearing apparel und tranks necessary to contain the same.

Sgc, 8076, [Persons who have started to leave the State.] Where tha
debtor, if the head of a fumily, has started to leave the State, he shall have
exempt only the ordinary wearing apparel of hi mself and family, and such
other property in sddition, as he may select, in all not exceeding seventy-
five dollars in value; which property shall be selected by the debtor and
appraised secording to the provisions of section two thousand, nine hundred
and ninety-seven of chapter one of this title, but any person coming into
this State with the Intention of remaining. shall be considered a resideut
within the meaning of this chapter.

Sgo. 8077. [Purchase money.] None of the exemptions preseribed in
this chapter shall be allowed against an execution issued for the purchase
money of property claimed to be exempt, and on which such execution is
levied.

Sk, 30T8. [Absconding deblor.] When a debtor absconds and leaves his
family, such property shall be exempt in the hands of the wife and children,

or either of them.

CHAPTER 23, LAWS OF 1584,
EXEMPTING PENSION MONEY.

SECTION 1. [Moneys and Credits.) Be it enacted by the General Assembly
of the State of Towa: All money received by any person, resident of the
State, as a pension from the United States government, whether the same
shall be in the actual possession of such pensioner, or deposited, loaned, or
jnvested by him, shall be exempt from execution or attachment, or seizure
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r:ﬁo!;::ii?t::in:ﬁﬁz;ln}:r:‘:?s whatever, whether such pensioner shall be
Sgc. 2. [Homestead.] The homestead of every such pensiover, whethe
the head of a family or not, purchased and paid for with m.u; nuuia u:s;:r
money, or the proceeds or aceunmulations of such pension money .&Illull nllatt:
be exempt as is now provided by the law of this State in mlntit:ﬁ to home-
steads; and such exemption shall also apply 1o debts of such pensioner con-

tracted prior to the purchase of such homestead.
. s;:;- :h [dbsconding Deblor.] When u debtor absconds and leaves his
amily. the property exempted by this ac p
b oy mﬁni‘.‘m— * :}mm_ ¥ this act shall also be exempt to his wife
Approved March 20, 1884,
[Took effect by publication in newspapers.]

HOLIDAYS,

Sec. 2004, [Holidays: Protests made.] The first day of the
Sunday: the first day of January; (thirtieth day of Ml};:l the '0:3:."0:;1:1
July: the twenty-fifth day of December; and any day appointed or recom-
mended by the governor of this State, or by the President of the United
States, as a day of fasting or of thanksgiviog, shall be regarded as holidays
for all purposes relating to the preseating for payment or acceptance, and
the protesting and giving notice of the dishonor of bills of exchange, bank
::e::; :;d t::odt:;mg notes; ::d :ny bank or mercantile paper falling due
above named, shall be considered
ol ns falling due on the
Sgc. 8792, [Notice.] Reasonable notice of the name of a witness and the
time and place when and where the same will be taken, must be given to the
opposite party; but if notices are given in the sanme case by the same party,
u_id of the taking of deposition st different places upon the same day, they
shall be lnvalid; and no party shall be requested to take depositions on the
«day of the general election, or on the fourth day of July.

CHAPTER 45,
ESTABLISHING LABOI DAY A% A HOLIDAY.
Ax Aot to Section 2004 of the Cod '
» m ecgs e of 1878, establishing “Labor
Be it enacted by the General Asseably of the Slate lowa:

SECTION 1. That section 2004 of the Code of Towa Is heroby amended by
inserting therein, after the words “dth day of July,” the following-—*“the
first Monday in September to be known as ““Labor Day.”

Asprronll April 5th, 1880,

|1.M | ST LT



260 FOURTH BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE [Es

MECHANIC'S LIEN.

Spo. 2120 (2). [Collateral securily: prevents a lien.] 'No person §ha.ll he
entitled to a mechanic’s lien, who, at the time of executing or making the
contract for furnishing material or performing labor, as hemimfter.pm-
vided, or during the progress of the work, erection, buildiog or other
improvement, shall take any collateral security on such contract. But after
the eompletion of such work, and when the contractor or other person shall
have become entitled to elaim, or have a lien, the taking collateral or other
security shall not affect the right to such mechanic's lien, unless _mu:h new
security shall be by express agréement given and received in lien of the
mechanic's lien.

Spo. 2180 (8), (Who may have a lien]. Every mechanic, or ot!wr per-
«on who shall do any labor upon, or furnish any materials, machinery, or
fixtures for, any building, erection or other improvement, upon land, includ-
ing those ongaged in the construction or repair of any fmrk of internal
jmprovement, by virtue of any contract with the owner, his agent, trustee,
contractor, or subcontractor, upon complying with the provisions of this
chapter, shall have for his labor done, or materinls, machinery or fixtures
furnished, a lien apon such building, erection or improvement, and upon
the land belouging to such owner on which the same is situated, to secure
the payment of such labor dofie, or materials, machinery, or fixtures fur-

. ni;hazzd.‘ﬁlsl (4), [Extent of hen] The entire land upon which any such
bnilding. erection, or other improvement is situated, inclnding that portion
of the same not covered therewith, shall be subject to all liens created by
this ehapter, to the extent of all the right, title and interest owned therein
by the owner thereof, for whose immediate use or hm-:sﬁt such labor was
done or things furnished, and when the interest owned in gaid land by such
owner of such building, erection or other improvement is ouly & leasehold
interest, the forfeiture of snoh lease for the non-mmept of rent, or for non-
compliance with any of the other stipulations therein, shall not forfeit or
impsir such liens so far as concerns such buildings, erections and improye-
ments, but the same may be sold to sutisfy s;id lien, and be moved within

v the sale thereof by the purchaser.
m:;ﬂ;zd:{;s‘g; | Extent of lien on work of internal tmprovement.] And
when such materisl shall have been furnished or labor performed, in the
construction, repair, or equipment of any railroad, eanal, viaduet, or other
similar improvement. the lien therefor shall extend and attach to the erec-
tion, excavations, embankments, bridges, road-bed, and sll land upon which
the same may be situated, including the rolling stock thereto appertaining
and belonging; all of which, except the easemont of right-of-way, shall
constitute the building, erection or improvement provided and mentioned
statute.
lns‘::nm(e). Contractor or subcontractor to make and file statement.|
Every person, whether contractor or subeontractor, who wishes to avail
himself of the provisions of this statute, shall file with the clerk of the dis-
~ triet court of the county in which the building, erection or other improve-
ment to be charged with the lien is situated, a just and true statement or
account of the demand due him after allowing all credits, setting forth the
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time when such material was furnished or labor performed, and when com-
pleted, and containing a corvect deseription of the property to be charged
with the lien, and verified by aiffidavit. Such verified statement or account
must be filed by a principal contractor, within ninety days, and by a sub-
contractor within thirty days, from the date on which the last of the
material shall have been furnished, or the last of the labor performed. Bul a
fuilure or omission to file the same within the preiods last aforesaid, shall not
defeat the lien, except against purchasers or incumbrancers in good faith
without notice, whose rights acerued after the thirty or ninety days, as the
case may be, and before any claim for the lien was filed: provided, that
where a lien is elaimed upon a railway. the subcontractor shall have sixty
days from the last day of the month in which such labor was done or
material furnished, within which to file his clsim therefor,

Sec. 2184 (7). [Subconiractor must give notice of filing eclaim.] To
preserve his lien as against the owner and to prevent payments by the lat-
ter to the principal contractor or to intermediate subcontractors, but for
no other purpose, the subcontractor must, within the thirty days provided
in section six (), serve upon such owner, his agent or trustee, a written
notiee of the filing of said claim, which notices may be served hy any
sherifl or constable, or other person; and if the party to be served, his
agent or trustee, is out of the county wherein the property is situated, a
return of that fact by the officers shall constitute safficient service from aund
after it is filerd with the clerk. But the lien of the subcontractor may at
any time bhe vacated and discharged by the owner, contractor, or inter-
medinte subeontractor, Aled [filing] with the clerk of the said district
court a bond in twice the amount of the sum for which the mechaaic's
lien is claimed, and filed with two or more sureties to be approved by the
alerk, conditioned for the payment of any sum for which the mechanic may
abtain jndgment upon the demand of which sueh statement or account has
been filed. But if no elaim for a lieo is filed within the periods hereinbe-
fore provided and the notice thereof is not served, or if such thing being
done and the bond as above provided is filed, then the owner or contractor
may thereafter proceed, make payments and adjust their claims, without
rogard to the lien of the subcontractor, and nothing in this act contuined
shall be construed to require the owner to pay n greater amonnt of in any
other manner or at earlier dates than those provided in his contract. But
the liens created by this act are for the full enforeement thereof for the use
and benefit of the holders of said liens.

Ske. 2185 (8). [Extent of lien {f claim is filed after expiration of thirty
days.] A subcontractor may at uny time after the expiration of said thirty
duys, file his claim for a mechanic's lon with the clerk of the district court,
45 hereinbefore provided, and give written notice thersof to the owner, his
agent or trustee, as provided in section seven (7), and from and after the
service of such notice his lien shall have the same force and effect, and be
prosecuted or vacated by bond, as if filed within the thirty days; but shall
be enforeed against the property or upon the bond, it given by the owner,
only to the extent of the balance due from the owner to the contractor at
the time of the service of such notice upon the owner, his agent or trustee.
But if in such case the bond is given by the contractor or person contracts
ing with the subeontractor tiling the claim for a lien, such bond shall be
enforced to the full extent of the amount found due the subcontractor,



(E5

Spo. 2186 (10). [Definition of v gwner."] Every person for whoate
fmmediate use or benefit any building, erection, or other improv?mlmt is
mude, having the capacity to contract, including guardians of minors, or
other persons, shall be included in the word “owner" thereof.

Spo. 2187 (1)  [Definition of s gubeontractor.’] All persons furnishing
things or doing work provided for by this act shall be considered sub-
contractors, except such as have therefor contracts directly with the owner,

oprietor, his agent or trustee.
pr.‘-i::’v, 2188 :i'.!;,m[l,fm: how enforced.] Any person having filed a claim
for a lien by virtae of this chapter, may at once bring suit to enfo_rm the
same, or upon any bond given in lien thereof, in the distriet or eirenit court
of the county wherein the propoerty Is situated.

Spe. 2189 (18).  [Swuit shall be begun on demand, or Wewn forfeited.] Upon
the written demand of the owner, his agent or contractor, served on the
person elaiming the lien requiring him to commence suit to enforee such
len, sueh suit shall be commenced in thirty days thereafter, or the lien
shall be forfeited. The mechanies’ liens are assignable, and shall follow the
assignment of the debt; and where such lien is for personal services, the
sume shall he exempt from execution, as now provided for such services.

SEo. 2140 (14). [Duty of clerk.] The elerk of the distriot court shall
indorse upon évery account or statewent the date of its liling, and make
the abstract thereof in n book by him to be kept for that purpose, and prop-
erly indexed, containing the date of its filing, the name of the person filing
the lien. the amount of the lien, the name of the person against whom the
lien is filed, and o deseription of the property to be charged with the same.

Sk, 2141 (18). [Acknowledgment .of satisfaction: penalty for Jailure ]
Whenever a lien has been claimed by filing the same in the clerk’s office,
and is afterwards paid, the creditor shall acknowledge satisfaction thereof
upon the proper book in such office, or otherwise, in writing; and if he
neglects 1o do so for ten days after the demand, he shall forfeit and pay
twenty-five dollars to the owner or contractor and be liable to any person
injured, to the extent of his injury.

Approved March 15, 1876,
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CHAPTER 179, LAWS OF 1884,

TO PROTECT SUBCONTRACTORS.

AN Aot o protect subcontractors for labor performed and material fur-
nished for public buildings and improvements. [Additional to chapter
100 of the acts of the sixteenth general assembly,

Secrion 1, [Who may have a lien.) Be it enacted by the general assem-
bly of the State of Iowa: Every mechanie, laborer or other person who as
subcontractor shall perform labor upon, or furnish materials for the con-

* struetion of any public building or bridge or other improvement not belong-
Ing to the State, shall have a valid claim against the public corporation

.
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vonstrocting such building, bridge or other improvement for the value of
such services and material, in an amounnt not in excess of the contract price
to be paid for the building, bridge or other improvement, nor shall any
such corporation be required to pay any such claim, nt any time before, or
in any manner different from that provided in the principal contract.

Sxe. 2. [How Hen shall be made.] Such cluim shall be made by filing
with the pablic officer ihrongh whose order the payment is to be made, an
ftemized and sworn statement of the demand within thirty days after the
performance of the last labor, or the furnishing of the last portion of the
material, and claims shall have priority in the order in which they shall be
filed.

SeC. 8. [How adjudicated ] Any party in interest may canse the adjudi-
cution as to the amonnt, validity, priority and mode and time of payment
of such claim by equitable proceedings in any court having jurisdiction,
Tn such ease the court may assess a rensonable sum to be taxed as attorney's
fees against the party failing in snch action in favor of such corporation.

See. 4. |Contractor may release olatm by filing bond: may prevent filing
olaim by filing bond.] The contractor may at any time release such elaim
by filiog with the tressurer of such corporation, a bond to such corporation
for the benefit of such claimants in snfficient pennlty with sureties to be
approved by such tressurer, conditioned for the payment of any sum which
may be found due such claimant. And snch contractor may prevent the
filing of such claim by Giling In like manner a bomd conditioned for the
payment of persons who may be entitled to file such claims, Suit may be
brought on said bond by any claimant within one year after the cause of
action aocrues, and judgment shall be gendeved against the prineipal and
sureties for auy smount due said claimant,

Approved April 7, 1884,

Sgo, 9068, |No appeal where stay is taken.] No appeal shall be allowed
wfter sich stay has been obtained, nor shall u stay be taken on a judgment
entered as herein contemplated against one who is surety in the stay of
execution, nor shall such stay be allowed to any Judgment obtained by a
Isboring man or mechanic for his wages.

CHAFTER 28,

PUNIEHMENT OF POOLS, THRUSTE, COMBINATIONS, ETC.

Ax Aot for the punishment of Pools, Trusts, Combinations and Con-
spiracies, and as to evidence in such cases,

Be (& enacted by the General Assembly of the State of lowa: y
Secriox 1. If any corporation orgaenizd under the laws of this or any

other State or country, for transacting or conducting any kind of business

in this State, or sny partnership or individual or other association of par-

sons whosoever, shall create, enter into, or become a member of, or a party

to, any trust, ngreement, combination, confederation or understanding with

—_
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any other corporation, partnership, individual, or any person or association
of persons, to regulate or fix the price of iny article of merchandise or
commaodity, or shall enter into, become a member of or party to any poal,
agrecment, contract, combination or confederation to fix or limit the
amonnt or quantity of any article, commodity or merchandize to be manu-
factured, mined, produced or sold in this State, shall be deemed and
sdjndged guilty of a conspiracy to defraud, and be subject to indictment
and punishment aa provided in this sot.

Sec. 2. It shall not be lawful for any corporation to issue or to own trust
corlificates, or for any corporstion, agent, officer or employes, or the direc-
tors or the stockholders of any corporation, to enter into any combination,
eontract or agreement with any person or persons, corporation or corpora-
tions, or with any stockholder or director thereof, the purpose and effect of
which combination, contract or agreement shall be to place the management
or coutrol of such combination or combinations, or the manufactursd pro-
duet thereof, in the hands of any trustee or trustees, with the intent to limit
or fix the price or lessen the prodoction and sale of any article of com-
meres, use or consumption, or to prevent, restrict or diminish the manufac-
ture or output of any such article.

Sge. 8. If a corporation or s company, firm or association, shall be found
guilty of a violation of this act, it shall be punished by a fine of not less
than ote per cent of the eapital stock of such corporation or amount in-
vosted in such compauy, firm or association, and not to exceed twenty per
eont of such eapital stock or smount invested. Any president, manager,
director or other officer or agent or receiver of any corporation. company,
firm or association, or any member of auy company, firm or association, or
any individeal, found guilty of a*violation of the first section of this act,
shall be punished by a fine of not less thrn five hundred dollars, nor to
exceed five thonsand dollars, and in addition thereto may be imprisoned in
the county jail not to exceed one year.

Sgo. 4. Avy contract or agreement in violation of any provisions of the
preceding sections of this act shall be absolutely void.

Seo. 6. Any purchaser of any artiele or commodity from any individual,
company Or corporation trunsacting business contrary to any provisions of
the preceding sections of this act shall not be liable for the price or pay-
ment of such article or’ commodity, and may plead this act as a defense to
any such suit for price or payment,

Sgo. 6. Any corporation creatad or organized by or under the law of
this State which shall violste any provision of the precediug sections of
this nct shall thereby forfeit its corporate right and franchises, and its cor-
potate oxistence shall thereupon cease and determine as provided in this
section and it shall be the duty of the seeretary of State, after the passage
of this act, to address to the president, seeretary or treasurer of each incor-

porated company doing business in this State, a letter of inquiry as to
whether the said corporation has merged all or any part of its business or
interest in or with any trust, combination or association of persons or stock-
holders ns named in the preceding provisions of this act, and to require
an answer, under oath, of the presidsot, secretary, treasurer or any director
of said company; a form of affidavit prescribed by the secretary of State
shall be enclosed in said letters of inquiry, and on refusal to make oath in
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answer to said iaguiry, the seoretary of State shall immediately cafulse
cortified stntement of the facts to be filed in the office of the attorney-
general of the State who shall proceed, or direct such proceedings by any
county attorney in the State, to commenee an action in the distriot court of
any county in the State of competent jurisdiction. when saiid proceedings
are instituted they shall be conducted as ordinary law actions triable by
court or jury on the final decision of the same—should the defendant be
found guilty of a vielation of any of the provisions of this act, said court
shall render a judgment and order a revoeation of the charter of said com-
pany as a penalty for the violation, or violation for which the said company
shall be found guilty, and the secretary of State shall make publication of
such revocation in four newspapers in general cirenlation in the four largest
cities of the State.

Sgc. 7. It shall be the duty of the secrelary of State npon satisfactory
edidence (evidence] that any company or association of persons duly incor-
porated and operating under the laws of this State have entered into any
trust, combination or assocition as provided in the preceding provisions of
this not, to give notice to such corporation that unless they withdraw from
and sever all business connection with said trust, combination or association,
their charter will be revoked at the expiration of thirty days from date of
such notive.

Sec. 8, 1t shall be the duty of the prosecuting attorneys in their respective
jurisdictious, and the attorney-general, to enforee the foregoing provisions
of this acl, and any prosecuting attorney, or the attorney-general, securing
@ convietion under the provisions of this net, shall be entitled, in addition to
such fee or salary as by law he is allowed for such prosecution, to one-fifth
of the fine recovered. When the attorney-general and prosecuting attorney
act in conjunction in the prosecution of any case, under the provisions of
this wet, they shall be entitled to one-foruth of the fine recovered which they
shall divide equally between them, where there is no agreement to the con-

trary, and it shall be the duty of the grand jury to inquire into and ascertain

if there exists any pools, trusts, combinations within their respective
aounties, »

Sec. 9 Chapter 84, Acts of the Twenty-socond General Assembly and all
acts or parts of acts in conflict with the provisions of this act, are herehy

Seo. 10. Whereas, great injustice is being done Lo the people of this State
Ly the formation of trusts and trust companies, therefore an smergency
exists, and this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its pass-
age and publieation, as required by Iaw, in the Jowa State Register nnd Dex
Moines Leader, newspapers published in Des Moines Towa,

Approved May 6, 1890,
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CHAPTER 48.

AHREST, TRIAL AND PUNIESHMENT OF TRAMPS,

AN Act relating to tramps, their arrest. trial and punishment, and preserib-
ing penalties for violation of this Act, and repealing Chapter 69, Laws
of the Sixteenth Genernl Assembly.

Be it enavcted by the General Assembly of the State of lowa:

Sporton | That chapter 69, laws of the Sixteenth General Assembly, is
hereby ropealed.

Spe. 2. Any male person sixteen years of age or over, who is physically
able to perform manual Iabor, und s o vagrant within the purview of sec-
tion 4180 of the Code, who is wandering about practicing common begging,
or is wandering sbotit having no visible calling or business to maintain him-
self and unable to show ressonable efforts and in good faith to securs
employment shall be deeme’i a tramp.

Sgc. 4. Any person convieted of being u tramp shall be punished by
imprisonment at hard labor in the county juil not exceeding ten days, or by
imprisonment in such jail i solitary confinement not exceeding five days.

Sgc. 4. Any tramp who shall wantounly or maliciously, by means of vio-
lence, threats, or otherwise, put in fear any inhabitant of this State, or who
shall enter any publie building, house, barn or out-building belonging to any
other person, with intent to commit some unlawful act, or who shall carry
uny firearm or other dangerous weapon, or who shall indecently expose his
person, or who shall be found dronk and disorderly, or shall commit any
offense against the laws of this State for which no greater punishment s
provided, shall be guilty of n misdemeanor and on conviction thereof, shall
be punighed by imprisonment at hard Inbor in the county jail not exceeding
thirty days, or by imprisoument in such jail in solitary confinement not
excoeding ten days, nor less than three days.

Sgc. 5. If two or more tramps shall assemble or congregate together
within this State, they shall be tried jointly by the court before whom they
shull be brought and the justice of the peace, mayor or police
shall only be entitled to fees as in procesdings for the arrest and trial of one

rson.

p.ulo. 6. The hoard of supervisors shall at their regular meeting held in
June of each year fix the compensation to be allowed to the officers under
this set.  To the trial magistrate not exceeding two dollars and to the peace
officer for all serviee, except making the arrest, not more than one dollar
and mileage ns now allowed by law nod for making arrest the same fee na
now allowed for similar service in other cases.

Seo. 7. It shall be unlawful for any sheriff, or the keeper of auny jail to
permit any person convicted under this act to have or possess any tobaceo,
intoxicating liquors, sporting or illustrated newspaper, cards, or any other
article of amusement or pastime, or o permit such person to be kept or fed
otherwise than stated in the commitment, and any sheriff or keeper of any
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Jail, or pther person who shall in any manner knowingly violate this section,
shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding one hun-
dred dollars, nor less than twenty-five dollars.

SEC. 8. Any officer or magistrate who shali conspire with any other officer
or person for the purpose of increasing the emoluments of his office, or for
any other nnlawful purpose, to evade the provisions of this act, or who shall,
with such intent, in any manner, or by any means, enconrage such tramp to
remain within his bailiwick or jurizdiction, or to come within the same, shall;
upon conviction thereof, be punished by s fine not exceeding one hundred
dollars, and shall be committed until said fine and the costs in said trial are
paid, but pot to exveed thirty days

SEC, 9. It shull be the duty of the sheriff or keeper of any jail, under the
direction of the board of supervisors, as provided in chapter 1568, of the laws
of the Twenty-tirst General Assembly, or us otherwise provided by law, to
koep all persons sentenced to imprisonment at hard labor in such jail under
this act, at work according to law, doing such work as the hoard of super-
visors may provide, and such sheriff or keoper is hevely authorized, and it is
made his duty to appoint or detail any deputy or other police officer to gunard
such prisoners while at work. Or he may turn over such prisoners to the
municipal anthorities of any city or town, to be by them worked on the
streets or at such labor as the town may provide.

SEC, 10, Auny tramp who has been duly sentenced to hard labor under the
provisions of this act, who wantonly or willfully refuses to work, shall be
punished by such jailor so refusing, by imprisonment in solitary confinement
in the county jail not exveeding ten days, during which time he shall be fed
on bread and water; provided, that such punishment shall not exeeed the
time for which he is sentenced,

Sec. 11, Hervafter no sheriff or jailor shall receive, and no board of super-
visors shall allow, any compensation for keepiug or boarding sny tramp in
the jail or any other place of any county in this State, unless such tramp
shall have been duly arrested or committed under the provisions of this act;
provided, that the board of supervisors of each county shall have power 1o
furnish one night’s lodging only for apparently deserving pevsons, and pro-
vided further that all such persons who are siek or disabled, may be cared
for as the necessities of the case demand. And all eounty officers shall com-
ply with the requirements of the board of supervisors in relation to the per-
sons mentioned in this section.

Approved May 8d, 1800,
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CONCLUSION.

With a few concluding words and a few statistical facts given in
brief closes the Fourth Biennial Report of this Bureau. The com-
missioner feels that he has done his duty to the best of his ability,
without regard to his personal interests or future welfaré. This
volume is smaller, so far as paper is concerned, than any preceding
report of this bureau, but it was purposely made so. It could have
been made twice its present size with no more matter and with no
larger type than was used in its present composition. The desire
was to boil all statistical matter down to the smallest possible space
and give totals at the foot of every table for the purpose of giving
conclusions to the reader with the least possible effort on his part,
and also as o matter of economy to the taxpayers of the State.

In o rhetorical sense it is not expected that this work will gratify
the tustes of the most learned for the reason that the commissioner
is a graduate of the mechanic’s bench and not of college. The
principal effort has been to make the report mathematically correct
and impart such information as truthfully represents the condition
of the industrial masses.

Luvmser Minis.

In giving the classified wages of lnmber mill employes the mills
at Laosing, Bellevue, Fort Madison and Keokuk were omitted,
which, if included, would make the number of lumber mill em-
ployes in Towa above 6,000, exclusive of office and steamboat em-
ployes. All told Towa lamber mills employ about 7,500 persons in
the production of pine lumber. The mills are operated by twenty-
two different companies and the aggregate production per year is
about 548,000,000 feet exclusive of lath and shingles.

Evgorrie Srerer Ramroans.

The number of miles of each electric street railway was taken
among other statistics but important extensions of electric railway
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lines have been made and some new plants have been established
since the canvass was made. So far as this department has been
able to collect the mileage of electric street railways. They are dis-
tributed as follows: Council Bluffs, 18 miles, Des Moines, 354 miles,
Dubaque, 10 miles, Keokuk, 5 miles, Ottumwa 5 miles and Sioux
City 32 miles, making a total of 105 miles; and, if the contem-
plated lines at Clinton, Davenport and Burlington have been put
in operation, it is safe to say that ITowa now has abont 150 miles of
electrie street railroad. In addition thereto Sioux City has 3 miles
“uf cable railroad: also 13 miles of elevated road which connects
with 34 miles of service road operated by steam power and is said
to have cost £550,000. On the whole the cities of lowa have made
ereat strides toward rapid transit and in this respect compare favor-
ably with the larger cities of the east,

To give the reader a more comprehensive understanding of the
great facilities of lowa cities for rapid street transit it is only nec-
essary to state that the electric street cars of Des Moines traveled a
total of 84,728 miles during the month of April, 1891, and that the
average at present will approximate 100,000 miles per month and

earry an average of over 10,000 people per day.
Crorps or 1890,

In giving general agricultural statistics and the cost of producing
corn, the crops of 1890 were not considered and no statistics were
collected relating to them. The reason given is that the collection
of agricultural statistics and the cost of producing corn began sev-
eral months beforethe crops of 1890 were harvested, and to embrace
them in the same tables would have destroyed the uniformity of the
report and thrown into confusion the statistics collected prior to the
time the crops of 1890 could have been considered. The exact
market value of the corn crop of 1800 could not have been deter-
mined earlier than January or February, 1801, and the resources of
this department were too limited to collect at that late date, by vol-
untary correspondence, statistics for an additional chapter covering
the crop of 1890.

Mention of these facts would not be necessary but for the reason
that a Guthrie county correspondent has notified this department
that & gentleman high in publie life, who recently visited that county,
complained that this report would contain no statistics relating to
the profits of the corn crop of 1890, which had a market value of
several million dollars more than the corn crop of 1889, notwith-
standing the partial failure of the crop of 1800; and, therefore, the
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report would be misleading in its statistics giving the conditions of
agriculture in this State.

Enough has been learned throngh correspondence to state with-
out fear of suceessful contradiction that a partial failure of crops
and correspondingly higher prices do not always indicate profit to
producers and such is true with the producers of the corn crop of
1800. If the farmers of Towa could have marketed the entire corn
crop of that year it would doubtless have brought them abont
&30, 000,000 more than the corn crop of 1889 notwithstanding the
great yield of the latter year. But the low prices of corn for several
preceding years induced many farmers to invest largely in stock
and when the small yield and the high prices of 1880 came the
farmers, as a rule, werenot prepared for the change of conditions,
and instead of marketing the high priced corn they were compelled
to feed it to low priced hogs and cattle. It is not the market value
of a total corn crop or of any other crop that indicates the profits
of the farmers, but the market price of the surplus, and when the
yield of corn is so limited in quantity that there is little or no sur-
plus there must necessarily be little or no profit on the crop, even
if the market price be above §1.00 per bushel, except the price of
the hogs and cattle and other stock fed by the corn increase in price
commensurate with the price of corn, which did not occur in the
stock markets of 1890, or even the first six months of 1891. Bread
may be worth $1.00 per loaf but if the bread owners have only
enough to supply their own needs there can be no profit to them.
The corn crop of 1890 was in many sections insufficient in quantity
to meet the wants of the producers and during the winter and
spring of 1891 much stock suffered for want of food, and many
farmers were compelled to pay high prices for the little surplus corn
of other farmers to sustain the lives of their stock, which made the
profit of one farmer the loss of another.

Farmers as & whole can only be prosperous when they’ have
abundant harvest, the surplus of which brings profitable prices.
The great barrier between the farmers and prosperity is not wholly
chargeable to their dependency upon eastern money loaners, unjust
taxation and the discrimination against them resulting from the
wanipulation of the volume of money, but there are too many
market manipulators who erect toll gates between the farmers and
the consumers of their surplus products. 8o great is this isolation
that at the time the corn crop of 1889 was selling in Towa at 18
cents per bushel the same corn was retailing at 81 per bushel on

1891.] COMMISSIONER OF LABOR STATISTICS. 271

the stock yards of Chicago. and 85 cents per bushel in the mining
regions of Pennsylvania. Let social adjustments remove the bar-
riers and let the farmers meet their best customers with the least
possible expense and discrimination, and no one will ventare to
advocate the burning of corn for fuel whenever the farmers have
large crops and great surpluses.

Cost or Livive.

This department has given considerable attention to the neces-
sary living expenses of laboring men with families to support, but
not sufficient data was collected on this subject to express the
results in any extended form. The following, however, expresses
the minimum cost as indicated by reports received and personal
inquiry, and apply to the average family (man, wife and three
children). The reader is invited to compare the cost of living given
below with the average yearly earnings of 27,000 mechanics and
luborers found on page 200 of the report. The items are as follows:

PER YEAR,
House rent 85 per month......ovvvviiicriviiiaissstsisssseansnnns $ 060.00
e e A e S IR N I R Y SRR SRt YT 24.50
Food, two adults per week, $1.70each...........cooi i vaniinsiinnes 176.80
Food, three children per week, .84 each. ... ..coooovviin civiiiines 181.04
One dress suit for man...........covvevaess N o LR G P g Ly 18.50
AI0E DVEIOORE |y cais s cciirin wevdlamiiineyiinss i s sses avaresupsess 4,50
o R v e R I e UL VI 1.50
One cap For Winber.. .. ... .ccoeiiiiriieiiairiasniiinsiariaae saerane 80
TWo Pairs Of BOOUS. «.vovcverrrrsstrarsssarsesrrrristrsrssasrsassss 7.00
Four pairs of pants for wear while working...... ...ovoieiai vonn 5.00
One common coat ANd VEBt. .. ..coiecciiarrasnrrarssrmanrarssrrisns 4.00
One pair gloves or MILENS. . ... ... ooivrrrarrisiiiiiianininries 75
One pair Over Shoes. . ....coovinriiririaratairiieianiranaesarsans 1.25
Two suits under clothes for winter. ........ ..o iaaiiriiiias 3.00
Two suits under clothes for BUMMEr. . ... .ovineiaiimiinarrae 1.50
One good dress for Wife . ....ooorieeriianioiisaarimrinaasanriane 6.00
Four calico dresses for Wife. .. .u.eeimiiiaiasirsivsmiiminrsanees 8.50
One Bat FOr Wife. . ...i:voermiyavivassiirurstomrnssrasenysmmmryseis 2.00
Winter wraps for Wife.......cocooiorriiiiianiiiiiiiiiiiainan 5.00
One corset for wife . . ..i..oiooiiiiiiniiiaiieniaren, R M 1,60
Two pairs of shoes for Wife.........coooriiurrririine: bt 00
Two suits of underwear for wife. . .....oiooiiiiiciiiiinnnnnraaees 3,
Pins needles, thread, combs, muslin, hose and AProns, . ..ociieeiian 8.00
Clothing for three children including head and feet wear.... ov.oies 45.00
BRIEO TGN, . . v s o v'assomonsissssdiasssnsmssvarasespsrtiasstsd S 8.50
SRR | v s V2 5 s bk s sumae o ey KLY/ IREANK S F e Sma g e 475 1.50
Soap, including toilet and IAUBATY ..ot 2.60

SN _Nak' ..

T B paias
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il for lamp P P - e Fo = ST e
Two brooms, . dea .
Bedding amd bed vovers, ..,
Replaelng broken dishes, broks
Suhool books for thres ohildren ... .....
Subaoription to newspapers

Total P AP SN A ST

It will be seen that the minimum cost of living to the laborer
with un avernge fumily as shown above, is $181.30 more per year
than the average vearly earnings of the mechanics and laborers
shownron piage 200, and sbout §150.00 more than the average yearly
earnings of lown coal miners. Yot $549.84 do not eqoal the
cost of maintaining an avernge family in respectability according
to the standard of American society. Where {8 the gentleman
leader of American society who would think his wife properly
elothed to mingle in social cireles on one $6 dress and one %2 hat,
confronted by all the changes of fashion and the sessons for a
whole year?

No home is respected by society except its walls wre decorated
with art, its floors with carpets and its windows with curtains, yet
in the foregoing estimate of the annual eost of living, no such
iterns wre included.  No provisions for social mmnsements, ne
stroet cur fares, no feasts for holidays, no contributions for Sunday
schools and churehes, no medicine or medical ussistance during
illness, no mineral springs or other places of resort to recuperate
the minds and bodies of over-worked laborers, und no mementoes
of love with which to express the affections of the bers of the
family cirele towards euch other, In fact every item of comfort
that ndds respectability, refinement and enlture to the home and
gives life to virtne, moral character and the hearts best affections,
have been excluded from the foregoing estimate of the cost of
living. Yet the rich wonder why so many of the laboring people
are unrefined, immoral and intemperate, It is becanse their homes
lack the eouditions of refinement, morality and temperance.

It is not desired to leave un impression upon the mind of the
reader that none of the homies of the working people subsisting on
the minimum cost of living are refined, for many of them are, but
they are nsually the results of overworked wives, and in some cases
that came under the personal notice of the commissioner the
children were taken from sehool and hired to others that their small
earnings might contribute to the maintenance of the home. What
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is mennt is that $540.54 is not sufficient money to afford the condi-
tions of morality and refinement in the home of the average family;
that present conditions are not conducive of morality, and whatever
refinement theve is in the home of the laborer with & wife and three
children to support with the ineome reduced to £549,84 per year, is
mnintained in spite of adverse conditions.  Rev. Dr. Horace Tilden
solved a great problem in the philosophy of human character
when he said not one man in five hundred und not one woman in
« thousand could be polite in old elothes. The table of classified
wages on page 200 shows that more than 88 per cent of our
meehanica and laborers earn less than £540.54 per year.

Your eommissioner muy be eriticised for muking this complaint
afthe social treatment of the warking people, but the world cannot
show just cause why the eomplaint shonld not be made. This de
partment was created for the benefit of labor and it shonld repre-
sent the interests of labor and express the conditions of lubor whether
good or bad,

NATIONAL, STATE AND COUNTY INDEBTEDNESS.

The aggregate national indebteduess of the civilized countries of
the earth, less sinking fund, United States not included, is $25,636,-
075,840, being $38.30 per capita. Thisshows un increase of national
indebtedness aggregating a little more than two billion dollars since
1880, but in 1880 the debt per capita was 844, 14, showing that the
inerease of population is a little greater than the inerease of debt,

The national debt of the United Btates, less sinking fund, is given
At #015.062, 112 or §14.63 por eapita, showing a reduction of about
one billion dellars in the national debt since 1880,

‘The sggregate Btate dobts of the United States and Territories i
$333,107,888 or £1.50 per eapita, showing a decrease of about sixty-

~seven million dollars since 1850,

‘The total county indebtedness of the several States is 141,050,
854 or 2.27 per capita, showing an incrense of nearly eighteen mil-
lion dollars since 1850.

.. Iowu]ﬂq I ﬂqatingdebt. lesssinking fund, of $246,435, a decrease

“of #300,000 since 1880, The aggregate county indebtedness of this

18
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State is $3,408,073, or $1.91 per capita showing an increase of
£410,500 since 1880.

The counties showing the greater increase of indebtedness since
1880 are those containing the larger cities of the State except Clin-
ton, Des Moines and Lee counties, which have no county indebted-
ness except Lee. The debt of Dubuque county has increased from
$36,900 in 1880, to 75,480 in 1800; Polk county, from $45,000 in
1880, to $111,443 in 1890; Seott connty, from no debt in 1880, to
860,000 in 1890; Woodbury county, from %170,000 in 1850, to
£950,000 in 1590. Lee county has reduced her debt from $774,700
in 1880, to $721,704 in 1890. Forty-one counties in the State have
no county indebtedness,

This department is not in possession of figures giving the muni-
cipal indebtedness of the variouns cities and towns of this State, but
such indebtedness will aggregate many million dollars. The real
estate mortgage indebtedness is placed at about £199,000,000 or
%104 per capita. A conservative estimate considering national,
State, county, municipal, real estate and chattle mortgage indebt-
edness would place the debt burden of the people of Iowa at about
$280 per capita, not including the vast debt represented by interest
bearing commerical paper. This $280 per capita calls for an annual
interest of $16.80 from every man, woman and child in the State,
estimated at 6 per cent per annum, which represents in the aggre-
grate $22,110,852.80 paid as interest annually by the producers of
Towa. This is suflicient to prove to people unacquainted with Iowa
that it is one of the best, if not the best, State in the Union. No
state could long endure such strain upon her productive industries
without a most prolific soil and unbounded natural resources, That
Towa can pay this enormous interest and still keep her people from
actual starvation places her among the most productive regions on
the face of the globe, and her people among the most industrious
and frugal found among the nations of the earth.

The following newspapers and periodicals have been regularly
contributed to this burean by the publishers, for which the commis-
sioner feels truly grateful: ‘“7%ke Age of Steel,” 8t. Louis, Mo.;
The Farmers' Voice, Chicago, 1.5 Nonconformist, Winfield, Kan.;
Lndependent American, Creston, Towa; Ottumwa World, Ottumwa,
Towas Irish World, New York City; The Nation, Red Cloud, Neb.;
Rights of Labor, Chieago, 1113 Jowa Plain Dealer. Cresco, lowa;
Daily Telegraph, Dubuque, lowa; Labor Signal. Indianapolis,
Ind.; American Foonomist, N Y ity:

3 y New York OQity; The lssue, New
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Orleans, La.; Head Light, Stromsburg, Neb.: Peopls’s Dafender,
Arlington, Neb.; Journal of the Knights of Labor, Philadelphia,
Pa.; Der Sozialist, New York City; 7he Nuclews, Logan, Towa;
Liberty Bell, Sioux City, Towa; Zhe Brass Worker, Detroit, Mich. :
Painters and Decorators' Journal, Philadelphia, Pa.; Cass County
Democrat, Atlantic, Towa; The Investigator, Atlantic, Towa;
Nebraska Independent, Lincoln, Neb.; Industrial Union, Creston.
Towa.

BUREAUS OF LABOR STATISTICS.

The following is a list of Bureaus of Labor Statistics in the United States,
with name of commissioner of chief of bureau, and their post-office address:

California—J. J. Toms, Commissioner, Sun Francisco, Callfornia.

Colorado—Secretary of State er<afficlo; Jony W. LArkin, Deputy Commissioner, Den-~
ver, Colorado.

Connectiout—SaxmveL M. Horonxiss, Commissioner, Hurtford, Connectiout,

Illinois—Jons H. Lorp, Secretary, Springfield, Ulinols,

Indiona—WiLLiAM A. PEBELLE, Ji., Chlef, Indianapolls, Indiana,

Fnva—J. R. Sovereiax, Commissloner, Des Moines, JTows.

Kansas—FrAsk H. Berrox, Commissioner, Topekn, Kansas.

Maine—Samusn W, Marruews, Commissloner, Augusta, Malne.

Muoryland—TnroMAs O, WeERKS, Chle?, Baltimore, Maryland.,

Massachusettsa—Honaoe J. WALy, Ohlef, Boston, Massachusetts.

Michigan—Avrep H. HeAarn, Commissioner, Lunsing, Michigan.

Minnesota—JORN Lasy, Commissioner, 8t Paul, Minnssota.,

Missouwrd—C. W, HALL, Commissioner, Jefferson: Clty, Missourl.

Nebraska—Jons JExgIss, Commissioner, Lincoln, Nebraska.

New Jorsey—.J ames Bisnor, Chlef, Trenton, New Jersey.

New York—Onaries F. Peox, Commissioner, Albany, New York.

North Carolina—JOHN . SOARBOROUGH, Commissioner, Ralelgh, North Carolins.

North Dakota—H. T. Hewaesses, Commissioner, Grand Forks, North Dakota.

Ohia—A. I, Passerr, Commissioner, Columbus, Ohlo.

Pennsglvania—ALnert 8. Bounes, Chlef, Hurrisburg, Pennsy lvania.

Rhoda Island—ALMox K. Goopwis, Commissloner, Providence, Rhode Islund.

South Dakota—FrAXE WiLDER, Commissioner, Abordeen, South Dakota.

Tonnessce—Gro. W. Forn, Commissloner, Nusville, Tennessee.

Wisconsin—H, M. Stank, Commissioner, Madison, Wisconsin,

National Bureawof Labor—CAruoLnt, 1. Wriaier, Commissioner Washington, D. C.
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