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BIENNIAL REPORT.

Pestrexmiany ar Axasmosa, !
Axasona, Towa, June 80, 1891, )

7o His Evcellency, Horack Bores, Governor of lowa;

I have the honor to herewith submit to yon my biennial repart,
ending June 30, 1891, and in so doing will eall your atteution to
the appropriation made by the twenty-third general assembly, .'
and the use made of sane. The total appropriation made for the '
use of this penitentiary was 838, 850,00, I

The net muking these several appropriations was deawn in such .]
# manner that only one-third could be drawn and used during the '
year 1880, one-third on and after May 15, 1501, and one-third on
and after October 15, 1801, Had we been permitted to use one-
half of the appropriation during the year of 1890, more could have
been accomplished during that period.

WORK ON DEPARTMENT FOR FEMALES.

Of the amount appropriated £30,000 was for the completion of
the department for female conviets. Of this amount we have
drawn and used $13,671.15. We now have the walls cofpleted
to the top of the second story, and are pushing the work as rapidly
as possible, with the hope of being able to put the building under
roof before the coming winter, _

The amount appropriated for this work was about 810,000 less
than our estimate, and that amount will be necessary to complete
the building and fit it for use.

The sum of $4,600.00 was appropriated for contingent and
repair fund; we have drawn and used %3,612.43 in making many ;
needed repairs. y

HOSPITAL FUND, X

We have deawn III(! used $225.75 of the R500.00 appropriated for
furnishing the hospital.
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We purchased a new outfit of beds and bedding and other much
needed furniture,

The bedsteads are of iron with woven wire springs, moss mat-
tresses, comfortable and clean bedding. The building is heated by
steam, lighted by electricity, well ventilated, with bath room in
connection.

Having a hospital complete in all its details and under the super-
vision of Dr. L. J. Adair, u physician and surgeon of unquestioned
ability and integrity, it is now possible for me to give the uiek and
afflicted all the care and attention the circumstances of their cases
demand.

WARDEN'S HOUSE FUND.

The warden’s honse fand (§150) Las all been drawn and used in
supplying the residence with carpets, furnitare, ete. -

STEAM KETTLE AND RANGE FUND,

The sum of §1,000 was appropriated for the purpose of pntt'm'g
in stenm kettles, ete. This fund has not been drawn; we deemed it
best not to use it until the vew smoke stack could be completed,
and the boilers reset. .

We expect to be able to use this fund daring this year.

SMOKE STACK FUND,

We have drawn and used the $1,200 appropriated to construct a
new smoke stuck, and now have it practically completed, and will
Lave it in use in the near future.

This work las all been done by eonviet labor,

CHANGE OF ELECTRIC LIGHT.

. sum of §200 being appropriated for the purpose of changing
thgzjm::fmm ontside fn i_‘i’ﬁ_{dé'ﬂin cells, we have druwn aud used
this amount, and have made the change contemplited; we find tln:_
to be u great improvement. It gives each man a__goaq _hgh:,_ an
enables them to read without having their books or papers shaded
by the iron doors as was the case heretofore.

SUPPORT FUND,
The amount of $10 per month per man is allowed by law for the

support of the conyiets at this prison; this inclndes what they eat,

wear, light, fuel, & suit of clothes, and 5 gift ou discharge.
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I have not been able to suve as much of this fund during this
biennial period as heretofore, the principal reason being the stnall
number in confinement ; however, I am able to report that 1 have
been able to support those in my charge on 4 less amount thay is

ﬂ]IOWl."d h_V I-I‘l“'. Illﬂ'in;_' lil'l‘ril‘!l'.tl to draw the suj
month of May, 1801, umounting to 29,61
pletestatement of monoys received and
I would refer you to the report
transmitted.

port fund for the
3.05. Fora more som-
expended durillg_rll-iﬂmrinfi.
of I, I1. Le Suer, clerk, herewith

HEALTH OF INMATES
The health of the inmates of 11

18 prison Lins been remarkably
Zood during this biennial

period, especially so considering the fact
that quite a lnrge per cent are more or less diseased from exposure
and dissipation before entoring the prison.  The mortality lins been
light, thero having ocenrred but seven deaths during the lust two
Years; one being from suieide, one from the effect of poison taken
with suicidical intent while yetin jail, one being an old broken-
down mnn transferred from Ft. Madison, and one insane, also
transferred from Ft. Madison, and in very feeble condition when
received at this prison; none of whiel) conld be fairly chirged to
thie prison.

The good health of the prisoners can be aceounted for largely
from the fact that the prison is in excollent sanitary condition, and
that their habits are regular, food wholesome, and the further fact
that they have the very best medical treatment.

FEMALE CONVICTS.

We have at this date fourteen female convicts, who are kept
employed making and mending the clothing for male prisoners,
They are under the immediate charge of the matron, Mrs. A. O,
Merrill, who, in my judgment, is in every way qualified to perform
the duties inenmbent upon her. In her management of this de-
partment she is slways kind, yot firm, and aside from
good order and seeing thut their work s properly done, much is
being done by her in the way of morul and religions teaining, and
L um led to beliove that some good at least has resulted from her
efforts in this direction.

GOOD TIME LAW,
The twenty-third gencral assembly passed a law granting a

- greater diminution of time for good condnet for those lusing long
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time sentences.  In my opinion the wisdom of this act cannot be
yuestioneds it has had the effect of giving new life and renewed
hopes to many, especinlly that cluss that have no friends outside
fo aid them in procoring a pardon. They ure now able to aid
themselves by good conduct, and many will profit thereby.

PRISON DISCIPLINE,

T um pleased to report the prison discipline to be all I could
reasonably expect under existing cireumstances, Our work is
badly scattered, and the men are required to mingle together and
talk with encli other in order that the work ean be properly done;
this gives more opportunities for petty guarrels and other viola-
tions of the roles than when the work is all confined to shops,
where each man having his own work to do, and no one being per-
mitted to interfere with him. However, the men are working
cheerfully and well, and hut few reports are made for violations of
the rules. Having bad steady employment for all during the last
two years lias been beneficial to the discipline, Idleness should
never be permitted in a prison; it is demoralizicg to those in eos-
tody, mentally, morally and physically, and removes all possibili-
ties of reformation.

CRIMINAL INSANE.

At the close of this period we have in confinement thirty erimi-
nal insane.  We have now had the care of this class of eriminals
about two and one-linlf years; while T have never donbted the wis-
dom of our law makers in making provisions for them at the peni-
tentiary, my experience in caring for them, more fully satisfies me
that thie wisdom of such o law cannot be disputed, and in this con-
nection I wonld commend you for your good judgment in ordering
that those having served out their terms as conviets should be re-
tained in the department for criminal insane at the penitentiary s
provided by law; many are dopraved and vicions by nature and
wholly unfit to be in the hospital for insane among the more
tunate. Everything is being done for this class that can be. Dr.
L. J. Adair is untiring in bis efforts in their behalf, and quite
number have been cnred and discharged and others placed back in
the main prison to serve ont their unexpired time.

wmoxmmmmm .
WWWM

e hope of reforma

E'

1801.) REPORT OF THE WARDEN 7

Then again we have another class, that if the proper influences
are thrown aronud them while in prison, and after leaving prison,
will, without doubt, become good citizens,

Oneof the things necessary to bring about this reform while in
prison, is to keep them steadily employed, and at skilled labor if
possible, such as in done outside of prisons, 50 that they may be
able to find employment when releused and receive u fair compen-
sation for their services. This will hiave the effect of tewching'them
habits of industry, and will give them confidence in their nbility to
eurn an honest living. Striet prison discipline, kindly enforeed,
will aid materially in this matter ; it will teach them that for good
condnet they are to be vewarded, and for bud condnet they are to
be punished, and that the same rule will without doubt hold good
all.er bmng released. They should be given to nnderstand that all

are admini 1 with a view to correet and not to
weng!!. I also believe much good can be accomplished by prison
manngers being familiar with the men, by conversing with them
fraely, speaking kindly, and advising them in matters pertaining
to their future wellfare. I would not forget the good resulting
from the religions services, the social meetings, and the Sunday-
sehool ; these ure some of the influences now being put into prae-
tiee ut this prison, with the hope of reaching that class that are
susceptible of reform, and we have faith to believe that some have
heen reached and benefited in this way.

We still have another cluss in our prisons, who are not willful
MWM have committed erime in an ungoarded moment,
some in the lieat of passion, others by taking funds that did nop
hdm:g to them, but fully Hx}mctud to pay the smount without the
matter being found oot, but eireumstinces nnforeseen prevented
them from carrying ont their original intentions,

This class of criminals are not eriminals st heart, they confess the
wrongs done, atid are patiently serving out their sentences, unx-
iously Iooking forward to the day of release, when they can have an
opportunity to prove to the people by good works that thoy ure nof
eriminals by nature, bat vietims of cirenmstances.

For this eluss of eriminals 1o spocinl infl ure ¥ 1o
induce them to reform, their reformation had commeneed long be-
fore entering the prison,

PAROLE SYSTEM.

1 believe mueh good eould be aecomplished bad we the parole
l}lhm similir to r‘ha Obio law, wlieh has as T understand it i min-
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imum and maximuom sentence, which requires all courts to sentence
to the maximum, giving a board of pardons a right to release on
parole at any time after the minimum has been served: such a law
would have the effect of equalizing sentences, and only the most
worthy could get the benefit of the minimum, while under our pres-
ent system it often happens that the old offender, by deceiving the
court get off with a very light sentence.

HABITUAL CRIMINALS.

It is a well-known fact that quite a large per cent of our criminals
are of the class known as the *‘habitual eriminal.” They do not
intend to make an honest living, they make it a study how to evade
officers, and if caught how to deceive courts, and secure short sen-
tences,

I would suggest that our courts and peace officers use all means
at their command to ascertain the past history of the aceused before
sentence is pronounced, and those that are found to be old offenders
should be sentenced to the maximnm.

We also have another class, known as the ** petty thief,” who
make their living by robbing clothes lines, chicken roosts, ete., but
are always careful not to take enough from any one place to make
the offense a felony. 1 would recommend that a law be passed
making a second conviction, or more, for petty larceny, a felony.

TRANSFER OF PRISONERS.

Owing to the unequal distribution of territory, or counties con-
tributory to the two prisons, the number of convicts at this prison
became so reduced as to materially interfere with the work neces-
sary to be done, and at the same time the number at Ft. Madison
increased to such a degree that they could not properly care for
and furnish all with work. Aeccordingly I asked for and obtained
an order to transfer twenty-five men from Ft. Madison. Warden
McMillan having the right to select those to be so transferred, the
resilt was that he selected twenty-five of the oldest and most feeble
in the Ft, Madison prison, one died before the transfer was made,
leaving only twenty-four to be transferred, of that number ten are
ever sixty years of age, and several over seventy, all are more or
less disabled. If the mortality of this prison does not increase
during the next biennial period it will be a wonder. To me it does
not seein to be just that this prison should be made a hospital for
the prison at Ft. Madison. I would suggest that the executive
council adjust these matters by a more equal distribution of terri-
tory, instead of by transfer from one prison to the other.
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WORK OF THE CHAPLAIN.

I would most respectfully eall your attention to the report of the
Chaplain, Rev. W. C. Gunn, which is herewith transmitted:

The Chaplain is required to preach two sermons every Sabbath,
one to the males, and one to the females, he also has his day
schm!, where the more illiterate are instructed, besides being re-
quired to go among the inmates and look after their temporal as
well as spiritual wants: these daties ave being performed in & man-
ner most satisfactory to the management, his long experience in
this work renders his services very valunble,

Mrs. Gunn continues her faithful work as organist and musie
teacher and in many other ways assists the chaplain in his efforts to
better the condition of those in confinement morally and spiritnally;
too much praise cannot be given her when it is remembered that
her work is all performed without compensation.

OUR FUTURE NEEDS,

The time is near at hand when some of the conviets at this prison
must be furnished with work other than building prison. To be
able to do this we must have shops. The building we are now oe-
cupying as a dining room and kitchen with a chapel above was
originally intended for shops. The rear center building, when com-
pleted, will contain the kitchen and dining room, also chapel,
libravy, hospital, laundry, bath room, solitary, ete., and when com-
pleted will give us the building now being used for kitchen, dining
room and chapel for shop purposes. 1 would recommend that the
necessary appropriation be made by the next legislature, and that rear
center building be pushed to completion with all possible speed.
My estimates for appropriation necessary to carry on the work at
this prison for the next two years are as follows :

1o 2 890,000
vo 10,000
.10
)

For rear eenter bullding. . ;
For completing uurmrtmnnl for femlim
For contingent and repair fund. o
For trunsportation discharged cnuvlutu
Far warden's house furniture. . i vie i

In mncluman, I desire to say that I “m nuder many obligations
to the foremen in my employ for the faithful and efficient services
rendered.

The labor required to build those massive buildings and walls is
all being done by convict labor, under the direction of the fore-
men, each in his respective poeitxon For proof of their emeieucy
I would most respectfully cite you to the department for insane,
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completed and occupied, and the department for females, now in
conrse of construction. 'In my judgment the quality of work done
is sufficient proof of their skill.

I would also express gratitude to the officers and guards in mj

employ for their faithful services and gentlemenly bearing, both -

on and off duty. Much credit is due them for the good order that
now prevails in and around the prison.

I also wish to tender to you my personal obligations for kind
and courteous treatment and for your valued counsel and support
given me in the management of this institution.

Marquis Barr, Warden,

Subseribed and sworn to before me by Marguis Barr, this 9th day of

September, 1801,
[8EAL] o Witriam C. Guss, Nolary Public.
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CLERK'S REPORT,

Crerg’s Orricg, PENITENTIARY,

|
Axamosa, Towa, June 30, 1801, |

Marquis Barr, Warden:

Sir: 1 herewith submit to you my third report of the financial
affairs of this institution commencing on the first day of July 1589,
and ending with the thirtieth day of June, 1801, and also a statement
of convicts received and discharged during the same time, s well
as the number confined at this date. Yours respectfully,

D. H. Sesner, Clerk.
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MONTHLY STATEMENT
Of Receipts and Expenditures.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT, GENERAL SUPPORT FUND.,

From July 1, 1889, to June 30, 1891. I = I

RECEII"TS. MOKTH. | RECETWTS, lg‘!ﬂ)‘l-

FOH GENERAL SUPPURT,

2

g8,

From State of ToWn . ....iciiiviinnies
From United States.. ...

EESE
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December, 1880, |

January, 1850,
1800

£
5

&
§ 40,100.04

i

1e40sS st paga g3 1a s
z2
e
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:

o T Tl G S S e eSO e # 13,608.68
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From freight uhurgu SR ATy e R e e A 180,48
L S e S L e e e 34T

Ehigze

FOR CONTINGENT ARXD REPAIR.

B AT E e L S e O ey R SR S e T SCORA e ST .
From female wing .... . 181,12

B D101 0408 d0.000.81
Balanoee on hand July 1, 1880, ':.an
Balanos on hand June 80, (808, ... .00 NN 607701

: L oy PV Y S P T e L S P A e Yoy 18 no.mwh S058112

480000

For officers’ and :uudn' ululeu. <
For warden's hom 119,38
For temporary bath house. L § I S ey 4.30
For prisoners’ ald u.nsoctumm 450,00
Forsmeke stack .. B O R e e ol s 851,81
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FEMALE WING CONSTRUCTION FUND,
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v es ibme

For contingent and repalr..... ........ N e e ]
!urmn-muﬁnu .....
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T T P P
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Jutie, 1801 .

mm.mr!h% e

mum............,.... AN AP T O Trd Motk S ha e hd w50
Balunce cash on hand June 80, 1808 .. ...........coueisnrioviins

SRR o 0 ooy e s e ey s bas Huts ok | 8 e AR bbb b
+
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CONTINGENT AND REPAIR FUND.

[

J E L | =
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‘ehruar
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May, 1891
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MONTH. RECEIPTS,) BXPENDI-
TR I s o P e e '] 25858 06,2
AR SO S b ke dt ok o Laacs s B . cole et i ad Eharma s Thman B pau KRR s e vt Tk 152,00
- her, 247,08 105,15
Ogtober, 1589, 215,60
November, 1850 320.73 200,64
Dhecember, 1R Rl 14100
Janunry, 1800 e 84,80
T L T Oy e i L e P 76.28
APERCSIRNT- 1) 2w A5 i vs ik r et g v ro e ey S SR ed vy 181,12 165,00
R 144,76 75,00
S N T T HS  IA R S N TR - 100,92
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OFFICERS' AND GUARDS® SALARY FUND.
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REPORT OF THE CLERK.

TRANSPORTATION FUND.

MONTH.

15

EXPENDI-
TURKES,

September, 1580, ... ..

October, 188 , ..., ........

I \ 5
January, 1800 .
Februnry, 1500
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HOSPITAL FURNISHING FUND.

MONTH.

BRIENRE s s s s cens inssraobind Serone s SR b eh s A TR b et hea g A A

Balanos Juos 80 TOL: .. ...ov i vviesteassniassvewiaie vivesbinaaing

SMOKE STACK FUND.
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.
-
.

|

4E gg?:ﬁgg- P

ELECTRIC LIGHT FUND.

“li' fﬂ? Py

mnoe .Turu B). um o

January, 1801......

REPORT OF THE CLERK.

PRISONERS' AID FUND.

RECEIPTE,

Fone 1800 nnsns SRR o

EXPFENDITURES,

el G S 1 S P

Balance July 1 1880, ....... ....... .. L L
BRARDn Tant B, B00Y.. . oot et sonsitnrrerasers Dasobonorsesan e

CHANGE OF TRACK FUND.

VISITORS' FUND,

17

4500
175.00

450.00
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175,00

areh, 13
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ance July 1, 1850
oo June 30, 1801,
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CONVIOT FUND.

STATISTICAL REPORT.

CONVIOTS RECEIVED.
From different CoOunties .. .iveeiiiiueiisiiiionsaniis
From penltentiary at Fort Madison:...........
From United States, northern distriot of Towa
In confinement Jaly L, 1880 ... ... .. .. .......

CONVIOTS DISCHARGED.

L
By explration of sontence.

B ey RN s sl
In wnﬂnemem .‘lunn m IB‘Ill

Balance July 1, 1880, . Ty L e e T T S I s
Bllmoo.luu,;! F1 T T e S gl 5 gy oS LR oAy MR 1.516,78

Average number of convicts In the Penltentiary for the two years ending June 80, ETATEMENT OF HABITS.

1301, was 220, T T T B e W A A A R R O L
STATEMENT . um“ﬂu ........................................................................... e o M
Showmu.ms cost of maintaining eonvicls from Support Fund for the year cnding June 30, .
ot SOUTAL STATE.
THOLAL 0DEt OF B COMTIOLE - . i oo voninadbivnnesiesinnnsivia. = aabsiheansabasestbvedonsoll MOINEL R v
COST OF EACH CONVICT BY THE YEAR, MONTH AND DAY, Married .. .. v SN e Y
T e e et L T .46 Widow G R AT? AN/ g g Y :
PE_I‘M.A...--------u........-.....---- L T L T r O ) a GM“M“‘I‘I < . AN AR, i
THE STATE OF TOWA, I_“
COUNTY OF JONES, { ~° o
: 1, D. H. Lesnes, clork of the penitentiary at Anamosa, being duly sworn, e
on my oath do say that the foregoing pages contain a frue statement of the R A A S £ R
financial affairs of this institution from July 1, 1880, to June 80, 1891, both :
days inclusive. /
D. H. LEsSNER.
Subseribed and sworn to bulom me this 20th day of August, 1801,
[sEAL.] R. M. Busu,
Clerk af Distriot Court, Jones County, Towa.
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1891.] REPORT OF THE CLERK. a1
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NUMBER OF CONVICTE RECEIVED INTO THIS PENITENTIARY DURING EACH
YEAR, COMMENCING MAY 13, 1873. AND ENDING JUNE 30, 1801, INCLUDING
THOSE TRANSFERRED FROM FORT MADISON.
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

Hox. Marquis Barg, Warden:

The biennial period just closed has been one of good health, with
few deaths from natural causes,

There have been treated in hospital for the period two hundred
and sixty-six cases and seven deaths. The cases have been very
largely of a chronic nature; very few acute cases have extended
over a period beyond a few days in hospital.

The deaths have all been from chronic diseases, with one excep-
tion,

I have to report also a very healthful condition of the eriminal
insane; one death among them in the two years, and this one a very
old man,

The wards in insane building are roomy and well ventilated, with
the ontdoor exercises seems to be very beneficial to them in mind
and body.

I submit to you a classified table of diseases treated in hospital.

Lyman J. Apag, M. D.

CLASSIFIED TABLE OF CASES.

o T Number

PP T o Sy T
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CHAPLAIN'S REPORT.

Hox. M. Barr, Warden.:

It is a hard thing for us to keep from judging one another. We
make up and express an opinion about people and nine times out
of ten we are wrong. One has said *“Judge not” and still we keep
on judging. We cannot form a correct,judgment of another man’s
life unless we know all the circumstances under which he has acted,
and all the influences that have been brought to bear upon him,
and more than that we must know his very natnre and who pre-
tends to know all that, therefore our judgment should be permeated
with charity.

Those who are incarcerated here are not a different order of
beings from ourselves, as some wounld have us believe. They are
our fellow beings. They are here, not because they have sinned
against God, but because they have sinned against their fellow-
men. They may be divided into three classes, the Unfortunate,
the Habitual and the Professional. The unfortunate criminal is
one whose general course in life has been good, but in an un-
garded moment was overtaken by sndden temptation and fell.
This class is comparatively few.

The habitual eriminal has not chosen eriminality as a profession,
but being deficient in the art of how to make a living and being in
possession of little or no knowledge or desire for work, and being
deficient morally, and having never cultivated a self-reliant spirit,
when temptation comes, he readily yields in spite of his weak and
half formed good resolutions, and commits erime which repeatedly
sends him to the penitentiary; this by far constitutes the larger
class. The professional criminal is one who chooses a life of erim-
inality, He deliberately, industriously and persistently studies
how he may defraud his fellow man. This class is more numerous
than the first and less than the second. But all are not so bad as

”

-
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are frequently supposed; and all are susceptible of reformation,
though all are not reformed.

The gospel has reclaimed all classes of transgressors. In its
normal discipline, it vitalizes those moral convictions, inspires
those sentiments and quicken those benevolent aspirations which
promote all reforms,

SABBATH SERVICES,

We have preaching every Lord’s day morning at 7.80 o'clock for
the male prisoners, these services continue an hour and a half, the
first hour being devoted to the more publie worship of God, and
the last half hour to prayer and conference. These services are in
no sense sectarian or denominationsl, they aim to be intensely
Christian, und are participated in by all classes. Our only aim is
to make them uplifting and saving, so that those for whom they
are intended shall be more happy while with us, and more useful
and law abiding when they go out from us. The social meetings
are both interesting and profitable and greatly appreciated by the
prisoners, fully from one-half to two-thirds of the whole congre-
gation availing themselves of them,

Preaching in the female department each Sabbath at 10 o'cloek.

THE SABBATH SCHOOL,

The Sabbath School convenes at 2.30 o'elock r. M. Judge Me-
Carn is still the faithfal superintendent; we have an excellent corps
of teachers from the different city churches. The Sabbath School
in the woman’s department is under the supervision of Mrs. Hug-
gins. Excellent work and a full attendance are characteristic of
both schools.

VISITATION,

In addition to preaching twice and taking charge of the social
meeting and teaching a large Bible class each Sabbath, T also visit
every prisoner in his cell, and thus give each an opportunity to make
any want known to me personally, either temporal or spiritual.

1 also visit them once or twice during the week, and thus see
each man as soon as he comes to the prison, sssuring him of my
sympathy and expressing a desire for his good and a readiness to
assist him in any landable way to reach that goal.

THE WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION.

‘The annual flower mission day has become an institution that
conld not well be dispensed with; the presentation to each inmate
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of a beautiful boquet, to which is attached a card with an appropri-
ate motto, is now looked forward to with eager expectation and re-
membered with pleasure by the majority of those who receive
them. 4

The interest and success of this uplifting and refining service is
largely due to the local society in our city.

HOLIDAYS.

Suitable services, excellent addresses, music of a high order,
sumptuous dinners, much mirthfulness characterizes these days and
make them eventful in prison life.

THE DAY SCHOOL.

The privileges of the school are given only to the illiterate. Im-
mediately after dinner they go with me to the chapel, where they
are instructed in reading, spelling, writing and arithmetic. We do
not aim to soar into the regions of high mathematics or ocealt phi-
losophy, but we do aim to teach the willing man to help himself.
And I am glad to say that they all make commendable progress, so
that none has gone out from us during the past two years who
could not read and write fairly well, excepting one, who could not
see sufficient to distinguish day from night when he came to us.

Still we are not doing the work that we could do and ought to be
done, if the state would only furnish us with a proper place where
we could teach at night instead of the afternoon.

You certainly have shown a commendable spirit to improve these
men by excusing them from work for a portion of the afternoon, so
that they could be tanght, and they all appreciated your kindness
and were grateful for it.

LIBRARY .

-This medium of improvements, instruction and entertainment is
in an excellent condition. A new catalogue was published about
two years ago, and another will be in the near future. There is
now over three thousand and three hundred well selected volumes,
sunitable for all classes of readers, but especially helpful for the

class for which they were intended.
Books are distributed as usual, twice a week. Large and valua-
ble donations have been made to us by charitably disposed persons

of excellent magazines and papers. Many of the prisoners, out of
their own funds, subscribed for, or receive from friends, daily and
weekly papers and other standard publications, snd those without

E
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money and friends received, through the generosity of the propri-
etors of the Irish World, Dubugue Telegraph, Des Moines Register,
Oskaloosa Herald, Eldora Ledger, Wyoming Journal and others,
their weekly and daily papers.

DISCHARGED PRISONERS.

It is much better economy for the state to Imlp a discharged con-
viet who earnestly desires to lead a life of honesty and industry to
obtain employment, than by indifference and false economy permit
him to fall again, and then go through the costly process of re-ar-
resting and reconvicting and recommitment.

During the first part of the biennial period I had on hand and
received through the Iowa prison aid association, two hundred
dollars, to aid those discharged from this prison. By it forty-nine
persons were assisted, forty-eight placed where they are all doing
well, the other assisted was the wife of one of the prisoners who
died here and when she came to take his body, being very poor
and needy I gave her two dollars of the society’s funds.

Those that were assisted are scattered from New Mexico to New
York and from the state of Wushington to Texas. My exper-
ience is that if Ohristianity cannot save what is termed the criminal
classes and shield the state from their aggressions, no other power
can.

That in Christ they can be won to penitence and reformation and
rise to citzenship, honor and eternal life, that accepting the princi-
ples which he taught is a repudiation of all vicious purposes and
habits and a pledge to an upright and pure life; but next to godli-
ness for a discharged prisoner is money.

Either the finding for him of & good suitable place, where he can
help himself, or else furnish him with sufficient means to keep him
above want 'till he reaches his friends (if he has any) or else obtain
employment, otherwise what is he going to do.  With a single snit
of clothing, no change of linen, nor the means to purchase one.
The stigma of the prison resting upon him, the avenues of labor
closed against him, the five dollars discharged money soon spent
then comes dispair and hopelessness. The good resolutions and
the many efforts to resist temptations (with somo) like the morning
due suddenly disappears, The descent to evil companionship and
ruin almost & necessity. It is when thus released and the reforma-
tory agencies are active and the good resolutions unbroken, that a
little more money (say another five dollars) or a place where they
can honestly earn a livelihood is an imperative necessity. The
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wonder to me is, knowing what difficulties they have to meet, that
more of them do not lapse into crime, that so large a per cent of
them does so well. Hon. J. B. Patten, warden of Indiana state
prison south, in his annual report for the year 1890 says that four-
fifths of the convicts discharged from his prison become exemplary

Thanking you for your uniform attendance at all our services,
and your assistance in all my efforts to make my work a success,
and also to your deputy warden and others for their co-operation.

Yours truly,
Cuarray axp TeacHER.
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