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THE COST OF OUR SCHOOLS.

‘ 1889. ‘ 18600. ’ " 1801.
For tenchers' salaries..... ........... ;s 4,197,165/8 4,318,87118 4,458,500
For school-houses, apparatus, ete ....[ " 1,582, ..'.’] 1,380,668 1,611,413
For general contingencies............ [ 1.088, ltﬂil 1,010,778 1,094,195
PIRE, s 2ss vite 13000 i s 6,818,128  6,710,3178 7,144,198

TEACHERS NORMAL INSTITUTES.

FIGURED ON TAXABLE PROPERTY,

GENERAL REPORT. Number of mills for each dollar of assessed valuation.

: v W rd | :
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Females in attendanca ................ 15,244 15,773 15,859
. e R T T 8 13.10'% 12.888 13.44
sl R e 18,047 18,521 18,655 1
ON ESTIMATED POPULATION.
FINANCIAL REPORT For each individual of enlire population.
T S e o U B 2.1518 2.268 2.30
RECEIPTS, Behool-houses, apparatus, g b B 81 .73 .83
3 L IS TR T e i S .66 .03 it
On hand at Inst report . .............. 28073 22
Ex.méu.:iion{fmf __________________ %oncel atar i L e T U S ' 3.518 8.518 3.68
Registration fees........., e s : 1655,
Btu.n o ap L lgfgg.gg 12%& 13,:3%?.:% ON SCHOOL ENUMERATION.
OEBOMEDRML, ... ervvopinae osnsi 535.52 0996.54 .,  470.18 For each youth belween 5 and 21,
Totalooiiueeiiiniinninnin B 66,747.2518  67,288.408 068,048.29 Tonohers’ BAINTIER. .--, v oooios S 5.46% G.54§ 6.67
School-houses, appsmmn. ....................... " 2.44| 2,09 2.41
EXPENDITURES. General contingencies ......... .h 1.84" I.BBI 1.61
et ] b e Y L o s R 10.54'8 10.16'8 10.69
For instruction and lectures..... .. $ 44,?5'8""_ 44.367.51 8 44 m
g:rhs::ldmw ................ AT e 14 290, “r 7,769.78 ON TOTAL ENROLLMENT.
3 _ Tom .......... RPN .I | 15,101. w! _ 15,241 su For each scholar enrolled in school.
....... foiaieieceeiiai... B 66,747.25'8  67,288.408 68,048.20 M‘ T TR
-&&onl-hw 28, AppAratus, et : 3.28| 2.79| 8.20
wn ) 2.18) 2.05 9.18
R T s e .ls 18.99(8 1aaoio14 18
/ . ON AVERAGE ATTENDANCE.
PERMANENT S . et ke bt
BOBOOL, iFUND'- For cach scholar actually in altendance the average time.
Amount in September ......... R SRR 8 18,778 14.09% 14.05
Interest on the same. ... ..., Mum .............. e ] 6.18)  4.51] 5.08
e S i R hor Aix et [ 2. [ UL 3.88
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TABULAR EXHIBIT: SHOWING THE GROW'TH OF THE PUBLIC
SOHOOL SYSTEM OF IOWA FROM 1847 TO 1891, INCLUSIVE.
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The legislation we most need at this present time, is in the
direction of closer supervision, more suitable buildings, and teachers
better acquainted with the wants of these schools. Those enact-
ments which affect the welfare of the children of Iowa, should be
broad and generous, and in accordance with the most enlightened
views of the age.

We cannot afford to economize by denying the pupils those
opportunities, which once lost, are lost for a lifetime. The school
life of the child is less than four years, and when we consider the
work which must be done in that short time, we cannot fail to see
the necessity for placing at his disposal the best educational ad-
vantages.

We should not forget, however, that the school system of the
~ state is a unit, and legislation should be devised so as to strengthen

it in its entire length and breadth.

‘The work done in the higher institutions which are under the

mof tbesﬁatamnotadvanea far beyond that done in the com-

ible, and trast that the recommendations which our oﬁmi-
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

The work incumbent upon this office increases with each year.

The twenty-second general assembly made the superintendent of
public instruction president, argfficio, of the board of directors of
the state normal school.

He is also a member of the board of regents of the state univer-
sity. The duties connected with the state board of examiners, of
which he is, ox-gfficio, president, add very much to his responsibil-
ities, and will continue to grow, as teachers become more desirous
of state recognition,

The members of the state teachers’ association have made him
president of the educational couneil, and he is largely consulted in
arranging the program for that body.

In wddition, he is by the law of the state charged with the duty
of hearing aud deeiding appeals, he must give a written opinion
upon any point of the school law to a school officer asking for it, he
should meet county superintendentsin conventions, in order to secure
a more mniform administration of the law, and, as far as possible,
he has a general supervision of the common schools of the state.

The latter duty is more important than any of the others, and yet
it is the one to which he is able to pay the least attention.

Massachnsotts employs the entire time of six agonts, fitted by
intelligence and long experience for their special work. This is
too much to expect of Towa, at the present, but the time is not far
distant when the work of this office must be supplemented in some
such way, if it is to produco results commensurate with the needs
of the schools.

While it is gratifying to report that the educational forces of the
state are working in almost perfect harmony, and there are signs
of growth on every hand, it is also our duty to say plainly and em-
phatically that this department cannot meet all the demands of
public service made upon it unless a way can be devised to relieve
it of some of the routine duties which now occupy so much time
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and thought. If this department had the power to visit and in-
spect, through its appointed agents, the numerous schools of the
state, to counsel with school officers, to meet teachers in the associa-
tions, more closely to supervise and direct the work of normal insti-
tutes, and to deliver lectures with a view of arousing public inter-
est in the schools, the whole educational system would soon feel
the impulse.

As a matter of historical interest, the following list of all per-
sons who have_held this office, with approximate term of office, is
included:

William Reynolds, Johnson county; appointed by territorial governor.—
1841-42,

James Harlan, Henry county; supreme court decided law creating office
had not gone into effect at time of election; Mr. Harlan resigned after a few
months’ valuable service.—1847-47.

Thomas H. Benton, Jr., Dubuque county.—1848-54.

James D. Bads, Lee county.—1834-57. Near the close of his term, Mr.
Eads was suspended from office, and Joseph C. Stone appointed.

Maturin L. Fisher, Clayton county.—1857-58.

Office of superintendent of public instruction abolished December, 1858;
duties performed by secretary of state board of education.

Office of superintendent of public instruction again created in March,
1864, by act of legislature.

Oran Faville, Bremer county; served nearly two terms.—1864-67.

D. Franklin Wells, Johnson county; appointed to fill unexpired term;
afterwards elected.—1867-G8.

Abraham 8. Kissell, Scott county; appointed, then elected.—1869-72.

Alonzo Abernethy, Fayette county. —1872-76.

Carl W. von Coelln, Black Hawk county; appointed, then elected.—
1876-82,

John W. Akers, Linn county.—1882-88.

Henry Sabin, Clinton county.—1888-92.

1891.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 93

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

It is a subject for congratulation that it is no longer necessary to
adduce arguments in favor of retaining the county superintem]e,"wy.
We believe this office to be indispensable to our school system, but
its efficiency would be vastly increased if we could guard it against
falling into the hands of inexperienced and incompetent persons,

The first step which the conditions seem to exact is to require
that candidates for this office should possess certain qualifications.
It would seem to be a common sense maxim that no one is fitted to
act with diseretion and judgment in the office of county superin-
tendent, who has not had a certain amount of experience in teaching
in the common schools.

Three years of experience, two of which were consecutive, and
all within the five years preceding the election, should be required.
The county superintendent should come to his work direct from
the school-room, full of enthnsiasm, and ready to be the leader
of the teachers of his county.

In Pennsylvania, where the office is an appointi
contains tlle:e provisions: e T

No person shall hereafter be eligible to the office of county, cit
or burough superintendent in any county in this cmutnnmwealtf;1r
who does not possess a diploma from a college legally empowere&
to grant literary degrees, a diploma or state certificate issued ac-
cording fo law by the authorities of a state normal school, a profes-
sionul certificate from a county, city, or borough supel'int'en ent of
good standing, issued at least one year prior to the election, or a
certificate of competency from the state superintendent of common
schools, nor shall such person be eligible unless he has a sound
moral character, and has had successful experience in teaching
within three years of the time of his election.

This is the foundation upon which an amendment t
law should be based. nt to our school

In _m?dition to'the experience already suggested, no one should
!JB eligible to the office of county superintendent who does not hold
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a state certificate, a diploma, or some credential from a reputable
college or normal school, equal in value, in the estimation of the
board of examiners, to such testimonial, as an evidence of scholar-
ghip. The opinion of the educators of this state in favor of such
a requirement approaches very nearly to unanimity, and none have
committed themselves more strongly to.its support than many of
the county superintendents.

It would seem to be a self-evident proposition that an officer
whose duty it is to pass upon the qualifications of the teachers in
our schools, should himself possess those qualifications to a very
large degree; which we so rightfully expect in them. The only
wonder is, that it did not commend itself to the intelligence of the
people years ago.

In addition to this, the present degradation of the county super-
intendeney is its connection with county polities. It is too often
made the object of trade and barter by those who use it to obtain
some more luerative office for themselves, and the ineumbent holds
it in fear and trembling, lest he be deprived of it at the end of two
short years, not through any malfeasance in office or dereliction of
duty, but becanse his very faithfulness has raised up for him polit-
ical enemies.

One remedy for this evil is in a change of time, and possibly of
the manner, of election.

As in Pennsylvania and Indiana, the county superintendent conld
be appointed by the school officers of the county, the presidents of
the boards of directors coming together for that purpose at the
county seat, or he could be chosen by the electors of the county
at the annual meetings in March.

Either plan, if joined to the qualifications already suggested,
would do much towards raising this office to its proper level in the
estimation of the people. We are not disposed to disparage in any
degree the worth of the office of county superintendent as at pres-
ent administered. We believe it to be, from the nature of its
duties, the most important office in the county.

Because we cannot better express our valuation of it, and of those
who discharge its duties, we quote from the latest Indiana state
report:

The county superintendent, by his efficiency of incompetency,
can exercise a wider influence for permanent good or evil than any
ather county ofticial. There is no county in the state that could not

better afford to pay several times the present cost of the county

1801.]
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superintendency, rather than to dispense with the efficient services
of that official.

We are of the opinion that it is necessary to give the m-m{t_\'
superhm-mlcm more power, and to define more closely the duties
of his office. =
He should be rcqnirwl to audit each year the books of district
There is an imperative demand, based upon sound

treasurers.
‘ He should also,

financiyl reasons, for this amendment to the law. e she
whenever he has knowledge that any one is teaching in his county
without a certificate and receiving pay from public funds, be
required to report the same to the county t‘llt‘lll‘lll‘_\'. o

Whenever he has reason to believe that religious or sectarian in-
struction is given contrary to the letter and spirit of the law, in a
school which is maintained at public expense, he should be required
to investigate it at once, and if he finds such to be the fact, to report
the same to the proper legal authorities.
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SCHOOL FINANCES.

It is a saying so frequently repeated as to be commonplace, that
the people of lowa tax themselves generously to support their pub-
lie schools. Located favorably upon a productive soil, and made
up so largely of the better elements from the states to the east,
the early settlers of Iowa builded with wise foresight. Publie
sentiment has advanced steadily all these years, keeping our state
well in the lead in expenditures for education, and in the results
secured. As school buildings of a better class have been furnished,

the money raised by taxation has been applied to secure a better
teaching force, and to provide apparatus and other helps so neces-

sary to the highest efliciency.

The only money voted directly by the electors is that known as
the school-house fund. As the term implies, this fund is used to
+ erect and furnish school buildings.

An amount for current running expenses, necessary repairs, ap-
paratus, and like supplies, estimated annually by each board, is
collected with the other taxes, and named by the law the contingent
fund. ;

The money directed by law to be disbursed to teachers, and
which must be held and used for no other purpose, is designated
the teachers’ fund. It will be interesting briefly to enumerate the
sources of this fund. The larger portion is collected by tax npon
the property of each district. The remainder comes from the in-
terest on the permanent school fund, from the temporary school
fund, and from the eounty school tax.

The permanent school fund of the state is derived from five per
cent on the net proceeds from the sales of public lands in the state,

RN TENT OF PU + INSTRUC N. 3
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of the sixteenth section in each township, or of land selected in
e ame.

ht(uhljlfv 'tll‘:ti;uterent of the above fund may be uppm}:riutlc:d. The
nmour-:t of the permanent fund for lri'Jl‘ was $4.475,088.41, and
the interest apportioned September, 1891, for the half year,
was $122,191.57, or eighteen and one-half cents for ea(-.h‘[nf the
660,495 youth enumerated the previous year. : In Mm:ch, 1891, the
interest ammonnoting to £125,494.05 was upporlmned, nineteen cents

S routh.

forT‘l":;::ti[mmry sohool fund consists of all forfeitures of ten per
cent made for the benefit of the school fund, all fines collected for
violation of the penal laws, fines collected for the non-performance
of military duty, and the proceeds from the sales of lost goods
and estrays.

A munrl.\-' school tax of not less than one mill nor more than
three mills on the dollar, is levied by eaeh county board of super-
visors and collected with the other taxes.

The interest from the permanent fund, all of the temporary
fund, and the county school tax, are added together and appor-
tioned semi-annually among the different districts in the county in
proportion to the number of youth between the ages of five and
twenty-one. In order that these sums may not be diverted from
their ;:riginal purpose, the law includes them in the teachers’ fut.xd.

It is thought by many that no necessity exists for a separation
into three funds. But the experience of the years has shown the
wisdom of the law compelling such division. We name a single
one of many reasons. Under the present system: it is impossible
for a board lawfully to use the money, set apart to pay teachers,
in building an expensive house, or to use all the money in any

—other way, 8o as to leave nothing to pay for teaching.

1t is also easy for the electors to determine what sums shall be
ased for new buildings or repairs, and to require the board to ex-
pend the money for the purpose voted. The provision allowing
the electors to order any surplus in the school-house fund, trans-
ferred to either of the other funds, operates very satisfactorily, and
of late years the idea that there should be but a single common
fund is being urged less and less frequently.

There is a disposition on the part of many boards to carry large

amounts on hand from vear to year. A careful distribution of the
money to the probable needs should make it undesirable to leave

granted to the state in 1841, by the general government, the pro- in nds of treasurers large sums be'onging to the tax-payers.

the proceeds from the sales of the five hundred thousand acres f
ceeds from sales of escheated estates, and the proceeds from sales $
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Four hundred and fifty dollars, in each district, carried along un-
necessarily, does not seem so great, bat if this becomes an average
for the state, we have about two millions kept on hand only for
the benefit of treasurers, and bringing no gain to the people con-
tributing this money. Instead of having more than three millions
on hand, as is the rule, one million would be an amount of surplus
funds amply sufficient for any special needs likely to arise.
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CITY SCHOOL SYSTEMS.

Near the close of this report will be found a carefully compiled
statement of the conditions of the schools in twenty-four city dis-
tricts numbering over 4,000 inhabitants each, aeccording to the
census of 1890. We think a close inspection will reveal a promis-
ing growth in buildings, libraries, and salaries, as well as a pros-
perous financial condition.

In improved methods of instruction, in the self-devotion of the
teachers, in the cordial support of the people, the schools of these
cities will compare favorably with cities of corresponding size in
older settled states.

At present the attention of the educational public is drawn
strongly towards the necessity of improving the character of the
instruction given in the grades below the high school. It is from
these grades that the majority of the children of the district drop
out to commence the work of earning a living for themselves and
others. The superintendent of the Chicago schools states in his
last report, that the average attendance of the child in school does
not exceed three years. It thus becomes a question of grave im-
portance how we can make the first years of the course productive
of the greatest good to those who, by the hard necessities of life,
are 80 limited in time. When we note the fact, that in our city
schools the lower rooms are always crowded, that the great majority
of pupils are found in the first five grades, we realize that the in-
struction given during the first three or four years takes a firmer
hold upon the lives and homes of the people than that of all the
other years combined, including the high school. While we do
not believe that it is desirable to make a radical change in our
courses of study, there is occasion for a rigid inquiry as to whether
valuable time is not wasted over things which are not essential to a
practical education, and whether some of the methods adopted.
under the attempt to be philosophical and thorough are not in real-

- ity too slow and cumbersome, when we consider the demands life
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will soon make upon the child. It is true that under our American
form of government all things are possible to the child, and this
shonld not be lost sight of in conducting his education; but it is
true as well that the education of the masses should be directed with
regard to that which is to be the probable career of most of them.

To be able to read, write, and cipher forms only a limited educa-
tion, yet even this is exceedingly valuable to the man who, in his
childhood, had not the opportunity to obtain any other. The same
rigid inquiry already suggested, brings forward the question
whether we could not secure time also for instrucetion in morals,
patriotism, and the government of the state, of which the child, as
a voter, is soon to become an important factor. These questions
are certainly worthy the consideration of every one who is inter-
ested in the education of the children of the state.

’P—rv
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HIGH SCHOOLS.

In April, 1890, a number of city superintendents and high
achool principals presented the following petition to the regents of
the state university:

Wuereas, We, who are connected with high school work, real-
izing the need of astimulus for onr pupils towards higher education,
and feeling the necessity of a closer connection between the high
gchool and higher institutions of education, recognizing the state
university as a very important factor in this higher education and
the.calmination of the public school system,

Therefore we respectfully and earnestly request your honorable
body to take such action as will bring the university and the high
schools of the state into more intimate relations.

The regents, in June of the same year, referred the petition to a
committee of their number, consisting of Hon. A. Abernethy,
Prof. J. J. McConnell, and the superintendent of public instrue-
tion, with directions to report at their next meeting. This commit-
tee held a conference with some of the leading high school teachers
of the state, and endeavored, as far as possible, to ascertain by
correspondence the opinions of others.

As a result of their deliberations the following report was sub-
mitted to the board of regents, March, 1891, and adopted by that
body:

Your committee, to whom was referred the matter of instituting a closer
relation between the high schools of lowa and the university, beg leave to
report:

In October, 1890, circulars were sent from the department of public
instruction to one hundred and forty high schools in the state. From the
replies we learn that eighty-eight schools maintain a four years' course, fifty
a three years' comse, and two a two years' course. Of these, seventeen
schools have Latin during the entire four years, fifty-one during three years,
forty during two years, seven during one year, and twenty-five have no
Latin in the course.

At a later date, circulars requesting information on certain other points,
were sent to one hundred high schools in the larger places of the state.
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From the replies received, we learn that all the schools included in the list
can complete the work required by the university in algebra and plane
geometry, sixty-seven can complete the requirements in solid geometry,
thirty-five ean comply with all the requirements in Latin, twenty-two can
read an amount equal to at least two-thirds of the requirements. A major-
ity of the schools express themselves heartily in favor of the plan, but there
is very great diversity in the proposed methods of ecarrying it out.

From a careful inspection of the courses of the universities in adjoining
or neighboring states, we find that they are far in advance of us in their
requirements for admission. Those of Minnesota, of Wisconsin, of Michi-
gan, and of Kansas, especially, require more Latin and algebra, with the
same amount of geometry and English, and in addition, a certain amount
of Greek.

Among the colleges of Towa there exists but little uniformity. Nearly
all of them place Greek among their requirements, and several of them have
their standard well up to that of the university,

At our request the president of the university investigated the prepara-
tion for admission of the members of the present freshman class. Of the’
eighty-eight in the regular courses at that time, sixty were fitted in high
schools. Of these, three were deficient in Latin, two in spherieal geometry,
four in spherical geometry and Latin, nine in both solid and spherical geom-
etry, one in solid and spherical geometry and in Latin, making nineteen’
admitted on conditions. ;

The real question before us is: What changes, if any, are necessary, in’
order that the graduates of high schools may pass most readily into the dif-
ferent courses of the state university? In considering this we recognize
the fact that the university is part of the public educational system of the
state. We reach these conclusions: i

1. It is practicable to arrange and, perbaps, modify the requirements
for admission to the university, with a view to what we may reasonably’
expect the high schools to accomplish, and without in any degree lowering|
the present standard of admission. :

2. The high schools can be classed in three divisions. («). Those which
can do all the work requived for admission to any course. (b). Those
which can do the largest part of the work for each course. (¢). Those
which can fit pupils for one of the courses, but not for all. : :

3. Those schools which are not able to complete in their course of study,’
all the requirements for entrance to any course, should have credit given
them for all which they have accomplished under satisfactory conditions.

4. Recognition should be given to work done in the high school, which'
is ineluded in the university course, provided it covers not less than one’

_ year, and the student passes his examination upon it at the university.

1

SCHEME ;

As amended and recommended by the committee:

1. Any school may be placed upon the accepted list, under one of the!
three divisions mentioned, upon application of its principal or board of
directors, provided the collegiate faculty of the university are satistied as
to its eourse of study, methods of teaching, and facilities of instruetion, ¢
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9. The course of study of such school must be adapted for fitting its
graduates for some of the collegiate courses of the university, or it must be
in the direct line of such preparation,

3. Whenever any accepted school in any of the classes requests, its
students may be examined by the university at a convenient time, in any
gubject or subjects selected by the school authorities from the schedule of
studies required for admission to the university, and the student will receive
from the university a eredit card for each subject passed.

4. The university shall provide for schools desiring the same, a syllabus
of each of the subjects in which examination is to be taken.

5. All schools in acecepted relation shall be inspected at the pleasure of
the university, the expense of the inspection to be borne by the university.

§. The authorities of accepted schools shall report annually to the uni-
yersity all changes made in the course of study, and submit list of names of
the instructors employed in the high school.

We further recommend that a committee of three be appeinted from this
body, to confer with the collegiate faculty of the university, and make an
additional report at the June meeting, if necessary.

HENRY SABIN,

ALONZO ABERNETHY,

J. J. McCoxNELL,
Jommitlee.

This report proved generally acceptable to the high school teach-
ers of the state, and there is every reason to hope that it will form
the basie for action looking towards a closer union between the
high schools and the university.

If this scheme, with such amendments from time to time as
experience may suggest, is carefully followed, it will remove from
the schools of the smaller towns the temptation to undertake the
work of fitting students to enter any course in the university, since
such school can now obtain full recognition and credit for whatever
work, under its sarroundings, it is able to do to the satisfaction of
the nniversity anthorities.

The high schools are growing in usefulness each year, and deserve
a more distinet recognition from the state than they now receive.
In Minnesota they are under the control of a state board, which
has power to prescribe the adoption of an orderly and regular
course of study, and to inspect at least once a year the working of
each school. They also have power to apportion to each school
which meets their requirements the sum of four hundred dollars
from the state treasury.

In Wisconsin the state superintendent is required to prepare
courses of study for the high schools, and as far as possible to
exercise personal supervision over them. He is also authorized to
3
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appoint an assistant of suitable qualifications, who devotes his
entire time to inspecting the free high schools.

In a large number of schools the teaching force is not adequate
to sustain a full four years’ course. In such cases it would in our
opinion be conducive to the advantage of the pupils if the studies
of the fourth year were eliminated, and the same instructors left
free to expend their energies upon those which naturally come
earlier in the course. The students would not, it is true, have
passed over as much ground, but they would have acquired a
more thorough knowledge of some important branches, would have
better disciplined minds, and would be stronger men and women
in the world. We do not make this as a plea for economy, but we
believe that in this way the same amount of money now expended
upon the schools would produce much more satisfactory results.

Two things are absolutely necessary to the efficiency of our high
school system.

The state should promise substantial aid to every town maintain-
ing a school which reaches a certain standard, and this department
should be given, through its appointed agents, power to determine
whether in the character of its teaching force, in its appliances for
teaching, and in the general excellence of its work, the school
reaches the required grade. Our high school system needs organ-
ization, and this organization must have its fountain head in the
department of public instruction.

'P_—
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TOWN AND VILLAGE SCHOOLS.

A very important element in the educational forces of the state is
found in the schools of two, three, or four rooms, maintained in
small towns and villages. These schools cannot be closely graded,
fewer rules and regulations are necessary than in larger places, and
there is less need of close supervision. The great mistake made, is
in attempting to work from the same standards as those which
obtain in our city schools, and the consequent adoption of unneces-
gary and therefore burdensome restrictions, and the attempt to
carry out an over-ambitious course of study. While the value of
these small schools is not always justly appreciated by those whose
children have the benefit of them, the entire neighborhood is edu-
cated through their influence. Many pupils who have passed
beyond the studies of the ordinary country school, find in the
advanced course of the village school the incentives which induce
them to seek the advantages of a higher education in the university,
the college, or the normal school.

In the studies pursued in such schools, the common English
branches, and those things which it is most necessary for teachers
in the country schools to know, ought to have especial attention.
In the near future the state will undoubtedly be compelled to utilize
these schools in some systematic way, for the preparation of teach-
ers. An attendance of one or two terms by the bright, intelligent
teacher, at a village school, often has a stimulating effect in
opeving new avenues of thonght and in bringing to his notice for
the first time a glimpse even of the vast fields of knowledge and
literature, and of scientific inquiry, which he may hope partially
to explore. Many of these schools are gathering small libraries,
and a supply of apparatus for illustration and experiment, In
some districts the directors are wise enough to make special prepa-
ration for the admission of non-resident pupils, who pay a reason-
able tuition. In this manner they extend the benefits of the school
to the surrounding country, while they render it possible to sustain
a good school without increasing the burden of taxation upon the
distriet,
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COUNTRY SCHOOLS.

At the meetings of the county superintendents in 1888, our atten-
tion was called to the unorganized condition of the schools in rural
districts. We found that in many cases the first work of a new
teacher is to reclassify the school, thus throwing everything into
disorder to the great detriment of the pupils’ interests. We also
ascertained that in many cases the teacher upon entering his school
finds that his predecessor has kept no records, with the possible
exception of the attendance register. It not infrequently happens
that a newly elected superintendent ignores entirely the plans of his
predecessor, and proceeds at once to reorganize in accordance with
his own notions, the work of supervising the schools of the county.
It is also true that in some cases the county superintendent finds no
records, or at best very imperfect ones, on his entrance to office,
and thus has nothing except his personal knowledge of the teachers
and schools of the county to guide him in laying out his work.

When we come to consider in this connection, the frequent
changes of teachers in the country schools, and the fact that at
least forty per cent of the county superintendents at every election
are untried and inexperienced in the duties of the office, we see at
once that the great weakness of the country schools is the lack of
permanent organization. How to remedy the evils arising from
this want, heightened by the isolation of the school, becomes at
once a serious question. Many of the wisest and most experienced
county superintendents had commenced to classify the schools
under their care, and had instituted a system of records and a series
of reports such as seemed to them necessary at that time. In the
summer of 1890, in response to urgent solicitations from many
parts of the state, this department caused to be printed and dis-
tributed among the schools a hand-book for the use of Iowa teach-
ers. The hand-book contained so much of the school law as is
especially applicable to directors and teachers, a brief synopsis of
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the eivil government of the state and nation, and a course of study
prepared with direct reference to the needs of the country schools,
When the first edition was exhausted we reprinted the course of
study, in the summer of 1891, and it has been widely distributed.
As a consequence of having a course of study issued .directly from
the department of public instruction, there has been a remarkable
interest on the part of county superintendents and teachers in class-
ifying the country schools. Ninety-five of the county superintendents
in the state, report that they have commenced this work. Several
of them have so far systematized their plans that regular examina- .
tions and promotions are held under the direction of the county
superintendcut. and scholars are admitted upon the result, to the
neighboring high school, or to the preparatory school of the college.

The great point to be guarded against is the danger of lessening
the exercise of individuality, on the part of teacher and pupil,
which has hitherto been the strength of the rural school. The sur-
roundings, the essentinl conditions in the rural distriets, are dif-
ferent in many particulars from those of the city, and this difference
is such that it can be made to inure to the advantage of the country
school.

There is a very plain distinction between grading a school and
classifying it. When the pupils are limited in number, and are
all in one room, it has not been found necessary or desirable to
follow a striet system of grading. A pupil may be in one class
in arithmetie, in another in grammar, and possibly in still another
in reading, or he may take only such studies as his pressing neces-
sities seem to demand. The teacher is, however, required to record
in the classification register, provided for that purpose, the attain-
ments of the pupil in each branch, his attendance, deportment, and
such other items as may be of use in ascertaining his standing and
rank in the school. This record is the permanent property of the
district, and a new teacher, upon entering a school, is expected to
take up the work of each class where the former teacher left it.

In connection with the classification of the school there should
be a conrse of study adopted by the proper authorities, to which
teacher and pupils should be expected to conform. To instruct
teachers in its use should be an important part of the work of the
county superintendent at the normal institute, and thereports which
they make to the county superintendent should be in accordance
with its conditions.

The classification of the schools serves to bind the schools
together, and to form a common basis of comparison between
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those of the entire township. It economizes the time and strength
of the teacher, and furnishes as a stimulus to the pupil a deseryed
recognition, when he reaches the proposed end of the grade or the
course.

We believe that it should be made the duty of this department to
revise the course of study at least once in two years, taking the
advice of the wisest and most experienced county superintendents,
and that its use should be made obligatory in all the rural schools
of the state. At thesame time the superintendent of public instrae-
tion should issne a uniform series of blanks corresponding to the
course of study, which teachers should be required to use in report-
ing to the county superintendent, and which that officer should
condense and use in making his report to this department.

The desirability of classifying the country schools has been urged
by every one of my predecessors in this office for the past thirty
years. While much good has been accomplished by these efforts,
we believe we need legislation in the line indicated above, to ren-
der these benefits lasting and secure the results of their labors.
The work done in many of the country schools is equal to that of
the best schools in the state, but as a whole it is too fragmentary,
too unsettled, too aimless, to accomplish all we may rightfully
expect of it. We need just so much system as will unify, direct,
control, and stimulate, but not enough to impede or lessen in any
degree that freedom of action, that choice of methods, that power
of mind over mind, which is an essential characteristic of all true
teaching.

The process of classifying the rural schools, or systematizing the
work connected with them, within reasonable limits, should be
vigorously pushed in all parts of the state.
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DIRECTORS.

It is not our purpose in this report to argue the question of
making the township the unit in our school system.
The state superintendent of Wisconsin, in his last report, says:

The economic and educational advantages of the aggregation of
the districts of a town, or a similar unit, under a single board of
eduncation, have been fully demonstrated by experience in this and
other states,

Nothing that we can add will strengthen the arguments so often
laid before the legislature. We are, however, compelled by a
sense of duty to say that in our opinion the welfare of the schools
of the rural districts demands legislation which shall free them in
part at least from some of the hindrances which now surround
them. Upon these points we shall have more to say under another
topic.

As far as concerns the township board of directors, the term of
service should be lengthened to three years, and they should be so
divided that only one-third, as nearly as possible, would go out of
office each year. The present system, whereby it is possible to
elect an entire new board each election, prevents the carry-
ing out of any well devised scheme for improving the schools,
promotes neighborhood quarrels over the office of director,
encourages frequent changes of teachers, degrades the office and
is highly detrimental to the best educational interests of the town
ship. It is strange that this amendment to the school law has not
before this commended itself to the legislature as wise and prudent.

In addition to this, the duty of hiring the teachers of the town-
ship should be intrusted to the board as a collective body, and not
to the individual subdirector. Such a course would tend to dis-
courage favoritism in the selection of teachers without regard to
the welfare of the schools, would foster a healthy pride in the
schools of the township and would alleviate very materially the
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evils which so often arise from the election of an incompetent per-
son to fill the office of subdirector, but against whose actions, under
the law as it now is, the inhabitants of the subdistriet hgve no rem-
edy. We could thus have, without any great or suddey change in
our school laws, many of the benefits which are claimed by the
advocates of the township system.

We do not think we present the subject any too sthongly when
we say that in our opinion the changes of the law suggrested above
would do more to advance the interests of the rural schools than
any amendment which has been enacted for the past tey years.

The office of director should be filled by the most intelligent
men in the district. The discharge of its duties inviolves a wise
expenditure of funds, a careful selection of competent teachers,
ample provisions for the health and comfort of pupils, and such
painstaking care of the schools as will attract and retiin the confi-
dence of the entire community.

As the school funds of the state are rapidly increasing, additional
care should be thrown around their disbursement by the officers of
the board. The district treasurer should be required to take his
books to the office of the county superintendent, at g stated time
each year, for the purpose of having them audited.

A late decision of the supreme court, whereby it is declared to
be unlawful for a board to purchase apparatus of any kind, unless
the money is in the treasury to pay for the same in gxcess of the
amount required to provide for the running expenses of the school,
has had a very salutary effect. In September, 1890, this depart-

ment caused the decision above referred to to be printed, and sent
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" BUILDINGS.

! l s As a fair sample of some of the best school buildings in the rural
distriets, we have incorporated several euts of school-houses located

in different parts of the state,
This subject has been discussed and plans and models exhibited

r 3 l ! E s s - at the meetings of the county superintendents, we think with excel-
: = = \ ] lent results.  Still it remains true that most of our teachers, the

i il %" : = , large majority of directors and many superintendents are ignorant

R of what constitutes a school building, constructed so as to meet the

— : : ! demands of sanitary laws concerning size, light, heat, ventilation
and seating. The following suggestions, compiled mainly from a
e e = , valuable pamphlet prepared by the secretary of the state board of
' ' Mlb, may serve a useful purpose in this connection.

In a school room fairly well ventilated, there should be sixteen
oquatot-ﬂoonpm for each pupil and two hundred and fifty
cubie feet of air space. The height of the room should not be less
than twelve feet, the window space should be one-fourth the floor

th_ flue, throngh which as much of the smoke
lhouldplll. lhonldbotwohyﬁhruhati‘n the
uirementu

#Mr Grade
X4°x §o’

| 24 Sa Gpides.

IL_6rouno Pran__24'x 34
DIST. TWP. BEAR CREEK, POWESHIEK CO.

Cost $600.
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readily adjusted. The steps into the building, and the same rule
applies to the stairs in a two-story building, should be built with
direct reference to the wants of children. The treads should be
broad enough for the entire foot to rest upon them, and the risers
should not exceed four inches in height, Direetly under the stove
there should be an opening, ut least twelve by sixteen inches, with
a pipe orrtight wooden box connecting with the air outside. By
fitting to the floor of the room a jacket extending beyond the stove
on all sides, the cold, fresh air may be bronght in contact with the
warm sides of the stove, and become heated before it enters the
room. With a tight underpinning to the building, and a double
floor to the school room, the children will seldom suffer from cold
feet. The blackboards should be at each end of the room, but
never between the windows. They should be provided with
troughs to collect the chalk dust, and the bottom of the board
should not be more than three feet from the floor, in order to
accommodate the little children. There shounld always be a ward-
robe or vestibule, well supplied with hooks, upon which the
children can hang their outside garments. A wardrobe for each
sex is very desirable, as it is sometimes necessary for children to
use them as retiring rooms.

A country school-house can be built in accordance with these
suggestions, without adding perceptibly to its cost, but adding very

much to the health and comfort of teacher and pupils. Thereis a.

mistaken idea abroad that to build a school-house for the accommo-
dation of a few pupils, so as to meet the conditions of sanitary
laws, adds greatly to the expense. It is the failure to give atten-
tion to a few very simple, inexpensive precautions, which goes so
far to render our school-rooms destructive of the bodily health of
the children who frequent them.

The school-hovse site should be ample in size, dry, and easily
accessible. Our law provides that an acre may be taken for that
purpose. A larger site may be secured by purchase. The pupils
should be encouraged to set out shade trees and shrubs, and to care
for them. The directors should pay personal attention to this, and
also require it of the teachers. A certain part of the site should be
designated as play-ground, and the remainder be reserved for a
grass plat, or to be planted in flowers. This can be done without
taking a penny from the public treasury, and with only a slight
expenditure of time and labor. Provide suitable screens for out-
buildings, such as privacy and decency suggest.
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It is not necessary that the school-house alwl‘]ld be a costly rfmdel .
of architectural beauty. Treat it to an occasional coat c.lf paint as
ym time to time require, and let there be an air of order
ess abont it suggestive of a civilized community. These
ignificant when we count the cost, but they are all-

swerful as aids to that unconscious tuition \1:"!1}']! mthcr.en'for(res
or thwarts the influence of the living teacher within the bu.lldmp;.

In many parts of the state there has hut?u a pmn.mmcml 1mprc:vc-
a the condition of the school buildings during the last bien-
nial period. This has been chiefly due to the pcrsm}al eﬁpm 0;
county superintendents, and to & 1‘mw]y ‘awakuned interest an
pride in the school affairs of the district. "lhcr:e are, ‘hﬂwever, sec-
tions in which the country schlml-hnuﬂe.m still a lndenua. thing,
sitting alone in its barren desolation, w1£huut one redeeming fea-
tare to render it attractive to children. Surely, the school:houae
with its surroundings, and the children who are taught-therem, are
of as much consequence as the fields and tl'le crops which grow on
thein, or the barns and the animals that live, grow, m::d- fal:.ten in
them. Then why should not the farmerfl of Towa in thmrms.tltutes,
and the miners or artisans in their societies, con.snlt concerning the
schools and school buildings provided for their chll.dren, in order
that the youth may obtain all the advantages possible out of the
years of their childhood. » . !

Attention is called in this connéction to the accompanying table

showing the condition of the public school buildings in the state.
In New York it has been found necessary to provide by an enact-
ment that suitable and separate outbuildings shall be prOYlded for
each sex. It would seem that the civilization of. th? nineteenth
century ought to render the demand for such legislation needless
.

iﬂi?’ inspection of the table will convey an idea of the approximate
condition of the school-houses of the state.

it may frc
and neatn
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SUMMARY OF CONDITION OF SCHOOL-HOUSES, ETC.
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NORMAL SCHOOL.

The attention of the legislature is most respectfully called to the
condition and pressing wants of the state normal school, as found
in the reports of the directors and president of that institution.

They have in no degree over-estimated the things which they
need in order to enable them to do the work that the state expects
of the school.

Since the last biennial report of this department the school has
grown in numbers, in efficiency of instruction, and in the character
and maturity of the teachers who attend it. The law, as amended
by the twenty-third general assembly, by which the graduates of
the state normal school, who have had thirty-six weeks' experience,
are granted a state certificate from the state board of examiners,
has had a most excellent effect. It has raised the school in the esti-
mation of teachers, and it gives its gradnates a better professional
standing in the neighboring states.

The introduction into the school, of instruetion in the art of illus-
trative teaching, has been productive of good results, but to insure
success in a high degree we need more space for laboratories and
work rooms.

Part of the aim of illustrative teaching should be to enable those
who are to teach in village and country schools to construet forms,
solids, maps, charts, and simple apparatus, at very little expense.

Withount in any respect disparaging professional reading, we
believe no depths of pedagogical lore, no study of educational
bimwy no knowledge of methods learned from books, can com-

for a lack of that power which enables the village school
mia&miamﬁ, crayon in hand, before the blackboard, and illus-
Wtholmm. or to construct her appm!mthc&qp
rticles obtained at the country store, or to use the thin -dm&-
ke elm the traths of nature wﬁ:m ninds of
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speaks of finding village schools well supplied with home-made
apparatus, and he contrasts this with the indescribable ?overty
found in many schools in this country, in some of which not
even a blackboard is provided. If the prepuration- of the teacher
included a knowledge of the use of a few tools, a skllle.d hand, and
a trained eye, he would not stand utterly helpless in the pres-
ence of his class on account of the absence of some simple appli-
ance, or of a piece of apparatus needed in his work for purposes of
instrﬁction and illustration. His course in the normal school should
i ive him this skill.

no'tl'lfxzﬂtit;: i::i come, in our opinion, when steps should be taken
towards the establishment of a second normal s.choo_l.

Facts are more potent than words. Il'linom. with an average
daily attendance of 538,310 pupils, and \inth 23,000 'beachnm, sup-
ports in reality three normal schools. Minnesota, with an average
daily attendance of 127,025, and 8,847 teachers, snﬂpports three.
Wisconsin, with an average attendanccu- of 200,457, and 12,037
teachers, sustains five. Massachusetts, with an average atten'dnnce .
of 278,010, and with 8.985 teachers, ‘l:as five. JTowa, with an
average attendance of 806,309, and with 16,000 teachers at work,

hool.
Bﬂ;’;‘l’ G:r‘:l::;. a;::n::e. Switzerland, and other cuuntrie.s of t.he old
world, an untrained teacher is no more ullow?d. to trifle wu_h the
education of the child than the uneducated physician to experiment
upon the bodies of his patients. Inthe Dominion of Canm:;d no
teacher is allowed in the public schools who has not received a
mﬁ:l fgntlﬁtg.the school at Cedar Falls is doing excellent service
for the state, that not only its graduates, but those‘who have par-
tially finished the course, are sought for as tmch.ers, is thetmongaﬂw
ent which we can adduce for the establishment of ano .
school to enable us to meet th;::remng;‘. demand for teachers who
special training for ir wor! Y
h"ﬁ:‘!:llowing historical sketch will, we think, be found valuable
and interesting.
HISTORY OF THE NORMAL SOHOOL. X
In 18 o sixteenth general assembly established the Iowa

1&1;; gxd%ool at Oodgl:n Falls, and the governor appoint;i. t'%‘t

following persons to organize and inaugurate the work_:. Q¢

Hemenway, Cedar Falls; E. H. Thayer, Clinton; L. G Bdwm%
Newton; G. 8. Robinson, Storm Lake; L. D. Lewelling, Salem:
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and Wm. Pattee, Janesville. The assembly transferred the build-
ings and grounds occupied by the soldiers’ orphans’ home to the
normal school, and appropriated £14,500 for the biennial period.
In June, 1876, preliminary arrangements were made for opening
the school in September, and a faculty was elected, consisting of
J. O. Gilchrist, M. W. Bartlett, D, 8. Wright, Frances L. Webster,
inereased in October by E. W. Burnham. A boarding department
was also organized, Wm. Pattee, of the board of directors, resign-
ing to become steward and business manager of the school. The
first day opened with twenty-seven students, the first term enrolled
eight}--uig'l:t. and the first catalogue shows that one hundred and
fifty-nine were enrolled during the first year. In 1852 the board
discontinued the graduating at the end of the second year, adopted
at the beginning, and conferred diplomas only at the close of the
third or the fourth year, which plan is still in practice.

In 1882 the nineteenth general assembly recognized the growth,
the development, and the needs of the school, by making a special
appropriation of #30,000, for the purpose of erecting & new build-
ing, south hall, devoted to library, chapel, laboratories, office, and
recitation rooms, The erection of this building was an era in the
history of the school, and with its completion the preliminary stage
was passed and the school emerged from its experimental existence.
Prof. J. C. Gilehrist remained in charge of the school during the
first ten years of its history, and with the assistance of Profs. M. W.
Bartlett, ). 8, Wright, 8. Laura Ensign, and Anna E. McGovern,
accomplished a work that firmly established the school as a valua- :
ble factor in the development of elementary education in the state,
and their names must always be identified with the more prominent
educators in Towa educational history. Those were years of hard
service, when courage, endurance, and perseverance, became vir-
tues, as the state did not provide liberally enough for the school to

enable it 1o take the rank its merit and its prominence demanded.

In 1886 Homer H. Seerley, superintendent of the Oskaloosa
schools, was elected prineipal, and entered upon his official duties
in September of that year. With the change of administration, as

a natural consequence, changes in the school began to be made. A

conrse of study, specially intended for high school graduates, was

instituted, and such a class organized in September, 1887. The
entire course of study was revised, to make it harmonize with the
law for state certificates and diplomas, and a course for college
graduates was established,

+
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In 1888, by an act of the twenty-second general assembly,
the superintendent of public instruction became president and
member ex-officio of the board of directors, a change that proved
of immediate benefit to the school, as it thus became connected
with the active edueational work of the state.

In 1890, the twenty-third general assembly passed an act author-
izing the state board of educational examiners to confer state cer-
tificates and state diplomas upon graduates of the school under
certain reasonable and necessary restrictions, The same assembly
also made the first movement toward giving the school permanent
support, by granting an annual income of seventeen thousand five
hundred dollars to pay teachers and cover contingent expenses.

The past five years have shown rapid growth and development
in the school. It has doubled its faculty, donbled its students,
trebled its graduates, and quadrupled its usefulness by better
facilities and more varieties of work. The work has developed
faster than the revenue granted by the state justified, and to-day
the work at Cedar Falls is worthy the support and approval of all
who believe in the thorough professional education of teachers for
public¢ schools.

R
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INSTITUTES.

The most important factor in the preparation of teachers in this
state is the normal institute. Nearly, if not quite one-third of the
teachers in the country schools have a teaching experience of less
than one year, Many of them are young, not over eighteen years
of age, with immature minds and with very moderate scholastic
requirements. These things onght not to be. I grant it, but these
things are, nevertheless. What ought to be is dumbin the presence
of what is.

The mission of the normal institute is largely with the country
schools. It furnishes an excellent means of reaching the isolated
school teacher who needs not only instruction, but the inspiring
influence which comes from close contact with other minds. Tsola-
tion often means stagnation.

The first consideration is to bring the institutes within the reach
of the teachers’ means. Two hundred and fifty dollars is more
than the average woman teacher receives during the year in the
country schools, in most counties. One hundred dollars additional
covers all she receives in the village school. Out of this she must
pay her board, buy her clothing, and meet incidental expenses. The
amonnt left for books and professional instruction is not an extrav-
agant sum. We ought to remember the circumstances of many of
these teachers and endeavor to be just, as well as zealous.

The enrollment fee every teacher must pay when he enters the
institate s @ taw which onght to be removed.

The institute shonld be free to all actual teachers, or those who
expect to be teachers in the county within the year. A warrant
equal to the sum of one dollar for every such person attending
should be drawn upon the state treasury and turned into the insti-
tute fund. This enactment would be just and right and should be
no longer delayed.

(. There are three points to be considered in ‘the dnstitute question.
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The institute should be at the end of the year's work, not the
beginning. It should be the culmination of so many months of
previous study and preparation. There should be a regular succes-
sion of steps or grades, each of which means a perceptible
advance. At the close of the institute each teacher should know
in what class he belongs. He should be furnished with a syllabus
as a guide, in order that he may more intelligently prepare for the
institute of the succeeding year. The institute should be some-
thing more than an educational spasm, recurring annually, but
leaving no permanent effects. There should be a carefully prepared
course of study, arranged with the design of preventing aimless
teaching on the part of the instructors. Branches of immediate
importance should have the greater prominence.

Nowhere should it be indicated in the ountlines of the course that
the institute is for any other purpose than to enable every teacher
to do better and more satisfactory work.

The second point concerns’the instructors. Some of the poorest
work in our institutes is done by men who are adepts in knowledge,
but who are entively ignorant of the wants of the teachers; and some
of the best work is done by instructors of somewhat limited knowl-
edge, but who, from personal acquaintance with the condition of
the schools, and the wants of the teachers, are able to, bring them-
selves and the class into the closest sympathy.

The choice of instructors should be left to local authorities.
Their scholarship and fitness for the position should be passed upon
by some competent authority before they are allowed to enter
upon their work. Their special fitness should consist in a knowl-
edwe of the branches which they are to teach, in an acquaintance
with modern methods, and the best educational thought, and in an
ability to awaken a lasting enthusiasm in actual school work. It is
the easiest thing possible to excite a frenzy about the latest educa-
tional eraze, but it is much more difficult to awaken a lasting
enthusiasm in teaching boys and girls to read, write, and cipher,
and that is what they go to school for, very largely. Thousands
of them fail to learn these things well.

Some means must be devised to exclude incompetent instructors
from the institute. No one should be allowed to aet as instructor
who does not possess a license issued by some competent authority,
based, not go much upon his academic knowledge, or ]ug success as
4 class room instructor, as upon his real fitness to act in the posi-
tion of a teacher of teachers.

g

1801. ] SUPERINTENDERNT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 53
The third point pertains to the character of the instruction.

{_Jmnplaint is often made that the work done in the institute is too
largely academic. Closer observation will convinee one that this
is a mistake. It is not the amount of academie work of which we
may rightly complain, but the kind. It is no longer the quantity
about which we are concerned, but the quality.

In an institute which can be called normal in any sense, every
academic exercise should have a professional bearing, and every
professional branch should be tanght as illustrating the best class
room methods.

We believe firmly in the institute, but it needs rejuvenation.
Some old things should be brought back, some new ones should be
cast ont.

The instruction should not be negative, but positive. It is not
enough that the teacher be told what to avoid. He shounld be told
what to do, and should be shown how to do it. Too frequently the
instruction is caleulated not so much to banish ignorance as to
introduce chaos.

The best instruction in our institutes is that which instructs both
the public and the teacher. It declares the school to be the com-
mon property of every citizen of the state, and brings it within
the pale of common interests. It touches upon the school-house
and its surroundings, as regarding health, comfort, and even
deceney, upon co-operation on the part of parents, and regularity
and punctuality on the part of the pupils. It is the office of insti-
tate instruction to bring the public and the schools into touch.

School government and school discipline, the recitation, the art
of questioning, of study, of recreation, the moral and physical
fitness of the teacher, even more than the intellectual, are set forth
in their bearing upon the practical work of the school. The
instructor avails himself of the tenderness of Pestalozzi and the
wisdom of Froebel, to set forth the office of the teacher and the
worth of the child.

This may be characterized as only plain, old-fashioned instrue-
tion, but it is the kind sadly needed by our country school teachers,
and, possibly, by some of the city teachers.

We wish we had more institute workers in Iowa, whose instruc-
tion is luminous with the light of common things.

We cannot refrain from ecalling attention to the condition of the
institute fund. It is very greatly to the credit of county superin-
tendents that it has been so honestly and judiciously expended.
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At the same time it should be remembered that, with the exception
of the fifty dollars from the state, nearly every dollar of this fund
represents just so much taken from the teachers of the county. It
does not seem to be right or just that a large sum should be carried
over from year to year, to lie idle in the county treasury. The
teachers of the county contributed the money and they are entitled
to the benefit of it.

A reasonable amount may be kept in reserve, but the rest of the
fund should be expended yearly, so as to do the teachers of the
county the greatest good.

The following circulars of instraction were issued from this
department in 1890

To Counly Superintendenls:

You cannot convince the teachers of your county that it will benefit them
to attend the normal institute, unless you employ instructors who are supe-
rior to them in sttainments, and who have something to give them worth
receiving.

A man or woman who is dend to the present activities of educational life,
will not make a profitable institute worker. The best work which is done in
our institutes is that which quickens the thinking powers of the teachers and
remains with them as a mental stimulant through the entire year.

As you visit your schools, you will find that the institute instruction which
is producing the most valuable results is that which induces the teachers, not
only to read and study, but also o put their brains into their school work.
“The fundamental purpose of the teachers' institute is to aid teachers in
acquiring skill in teaching the branches required in our common schools.”
It would be well for you to insist that those who act as instructors in your
institute bear this in mind.

There is one department of work to which I wish especially to call your
attention. There should he on your progran a certain time, at least one-
balf hour each day, during which the county superintendent should have
charge, and every teacher expecting to tesch in the schools should be required
to be present. The work of this period should be such as the experiedce of
the county superintendent shows him is most necessary. He should give
fnstruction in the methods of keeping records, in the reports which he
expects to require of his teachers, in the care of school buildings, outhouses
and school grounds, in the kind of reading they ought to pursue during the
coming year; in fact, there is no limit to the work which can be aecomplished
in this half hour by a wide awake superintendent.

For the benefit of those who have not & large
have gathered a few subjects in groups, which seem to me to be of great

importauce, _

1. Care of school property: room, grounds, apparatus, out-buildings,
planting and care of trees and shrubbery upon school grounds. i
2. Records: how and what to keep, what ought they to show. Reports:

in this work, T

on of those required by county superintendent, value of those made
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8. Attendance of pupils: how to obtain the whole number enrolled, the
average number enrolled, and the average attendance, per cents Hmlw &
increase attendance.

4. Associations: county and township; arrange definite plan as far as
possible.

5. The subject matter which teachers ought to read during the comin
year: value of educational periodicals. .

8. Classification of schools: examinations with reference to classitication
organization, first day's work, specimen program. y

This list is only suggestive, it could be largely incrensed.  Adapt this work
entirely to the wants of the scheols in your particular county. It should not
fnterfere with the work in didacties. The latter embraces n. larger field and
should not be neglected.

It is in this work that you can avail yourself of the aid of your most sue-
cessful teschers, with much profit. An exercise in this connection, which
will give them something to do or say, in which they can draw Inrgeiy from
their experience, will encourage them and benefit others.

1t is hoped that the reading circle, under its new management, may be of
service to your teachers. Their attention should be called to its merits
during the session of the institute, and as many of them as possible induoad‘
not ouly to enroll as members, but to read the books intelligently and wil.l;
the view of getting the greatest amount of good from them, .

We shall send to you, before the elose of your iustitute, a sufficient number
of the circulars prepared by the state board of examiners to enable you to
place one in the hands of each of your most successful teachers. The board of
exuminers regret exeeedingly that the funds placed at their disposal by the
state, will not allow them to hold examinations, as they would like to do, in
differont sections of the state. They are well aware that in each mn;lty
there are teachers who would honor state certificates. They are willing to
do all in their power, under the lmitations of the law.

Accompanying this is a circular intended especially for those who are to
work in your institute.  Please see that each conductor and instructor has

The course of study as printed with this is not greatly changed. You

- will notice that primary reading is placed in the first year, as its importance

mw to demand.

u hope your institute may prove t he you

N4y yp a great help to the teachers of your
Yours cordially,

5 HENRY BABIN,

16 1609, wuperintendent of Public Instruction.

To the Conductor of the Institute:

A definite plan is necessary to the success of the institute, The absence
of such a plan is often complained of, very justly, ns a great hindraoce to the
bighest success, It is frequently the case that the work of one instructor is
allowed to interfere with that of another, the instruction in one brnch is
sometimes purely academical, and that in another based entirely upon
methods. Too large & field is covered by the work of one instructor, and

L
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consequently some other instructor can not obtain from his class sufficient
time and attention to complete even a reasonable amount.

The following are some of the most important duties of the conductor:

1. He should hold himself largely responsible for the character of the
instruction given in the institute. To thisend he should have no “off hours”
on his hands. When not employed in his class work, he should visit other
rooms, notice the manner and methods of instruction employed, and be
ready to make such suggestions to the instructors, in privale, as will bring
their work into harmony with the entire work of the institute.

2. He should hold a conference duily with the instructors, and at such
meetings the character and amount of work done, the best methods of reach-
ing the desired end, and of unifying the work, should be carefully considered.
Whenever it is possible the county snperintendent should be present at these
conferences and give the instructors the benefit of his advice, from the stand-
point of the needs of the schools of his county.

3. The general exercises should be under the direet charge of the con-
ductor. Very often these exercises are a waste of time beecause they have
no object in view, they should properly nccomplish a kind of work not done
in the class room. Under the lead of a competent conductor these general
exercises can be made the means of arousing enthusiasm, of exciting zeal,
and of awakening an interest which will last throughout the entirve year.

4. The conductor should vot be a hebbyist, nor a specialist. Heshonld be
a man of broad, yet exact ideas, and well versed in practical school work.
Consequently, he should study with care all the lines of work likely to be
taken up, The conductor needs special preparation for his duties, that he
may so adapt his plan as to inspire confidence in his knowledge of school
affairs, and in his ability to conduct. :

5. He should seek opportunities to converse with the more experienced
and progressive teachers, advise them in regard to their school work, sug-
gest what line of reading would be profitable, and give them practical
hints to guide them in the discharge of their duties.

6. He should hold his plaus subordinate to the wishes of the county super-
intendent, but at the same time the utmost confidence should exist between
them. The work of one should supplement that of the other, and both
should aim at the same results, that the institute may enable the teachers to
gain a move definite knowledge of what and how to teach.

' Very respectfully,
HENRY SABIN,
: Superintendent of Public Instruction.

April 18, 1890, y

To Institute Instructors:

There are certuin points to which we wish to call your attention: :
1. The larger part of those in attendance upon the institute are intend-

ing to teach in the rural districts. You will therefure keep the needs of

. these schools well in mind. Encourage the teachers to talk freely to you of
their difficalties and of what, in their estimation, the rural schools stand
most in need. Do this not only for their good, but for your own enlighten-

‘ment. The teacher whose work is in the country school, needs to be encour-

£
"

and stimulated to ask questions, to make suggestions, and to point out
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the difficulties which are perplexing her. The deadest kind of an institute
recitation is one in which the ivstructor does all the talking, and the teachers
git in solemn silence.

2. Do not make the mistake of thinking that your business is simply to
hear the teachers recite what you have given them to learn, Fitting them to
pass an academic examination is no part of your work, You are teaching
teachers, not children. Your object should be to teach them how to teach
ohildren.

Whatever academic teaching there is, should be practical, not theoretical.
How can I present this to a cluss so a8 to awaken an interest and arouse
their enthusiasm, should be a constant inquiry,

Above all, your instruction should arouse a desire for something higher
and better than mere routine work. Anything less than this is failure.
Send the teachers out from the institute hungry and thirsty for information
and they will find for themselves food and drink.

8. Itis part of your work to help teachers to learn how to study a lesson

in order to teach it. This is altogether different from studying it with a
view to hearing pupils recite it from the book. You should illustrate this
difference and make it clear.
4. Let everything you say have a point to it, but never talk for the mere
purpose of filling up the hour; you have no right to waste time which belongs
to the teachers. Select for illustrations, not the most difficult points, which
seldom come up in sehool work, but those easily recognized and which are of
every day occurrence. Give a regular class drill upon them in order to
illustrate your methods. Present methods, as far as possible, by actual
example,  Always bear this in mind: “In order to adapt improved methods
to the ungraded schools, teachers must be shown how these methods can be
used. Simply telling toachers that these methods must be modified to suit
their circumstances will not do, It is the provinee of the Instructor to point
out these modifications and fix them well in the minds of unskilled teachers.
This is the vital point npon which our teachers need help. "

6. Confer daily with the conductor of the institute and be always as will-
ing to receive as to give adviee. Labor in harmony with all the other
instructors for one common end, and subordinate your own plans, if need be,
to that general plan which is outlined for the good of the entire institute.
Throw your whole soul into your teaching. Study your part as the netor
studies his lines in the play, in order that you may be enabled to impress
yourself upon the tenchers of the institute.

The following suggestions are commended to your notice:

1. Insist upon good order in the class room. Do not allow the exercises
to go on until you have it, '

~ 2. Conduct each exercise 8o as to exact the closest attention from the
8. Prepare each exercise with t care so that you not be obliged
® consalt tho textbook, - | e

4. Question the teachers so as to obtain from them their manner of teach-
fng the branch under consideration, criticise kindly what is faulty, approve
beartily what is good, and illustrate what seems to you better, :
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TEACHERS.

The reports of county superintendents show that during the year

ending October, 1800, they examined twenty-eight thousand, five
hundred and fifty applicants for certificates. Of this number four
thousand and forty-nine were rejected, and twenty-four thousand,
five handred and one were accepted.

This number must be reduced, to some extent, in order to repre-
sent the number of individual teachers who hold certificates, as
the same candidate sometimes passes two or more examinations in
a year. To this number, for the same year, should be added two
hundred and sixty-seven, who at that date held state certificates or
life diplomas. The same reports show that three thousand, nine
hundred and thirty-six teachers had no experience whatever, and
four thousand, one hundred and six an experience of less than
one year, making a total of eight thousand and forty-two who had
less than one year's experience in teaching.

The reports also show that there were for that year twelve
thousand and ninety-four ungraded schools, and three thousand,
six hundred and sixty-eight rooms in graded schools, making in all
fifteen thousand, seven hundred and sixty-two rooms in the un-
graded and graded schools, taken together.

With these facts before us, it becomes a serious question where
we are to obtain a supply of competent teachers for our schools in
the future. The statistics show that while the number of teachers
receiving certificates has increased in the last ten years only thirty-
eight per cent, and the number of school rooms twenty-three per
cent, the number of inexperienced teachers has increased nearly
fifty per cent. It is not our present purpose to attempt to account
for this. It admits of several explanations. We desire to present
only the facts, and let others draw the conclusions.

In the same decade, from 1880 to 1890, there has been an increaso
in the average age of the male teachers, of one year and six months,
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and of the female teachers, of seven months. The number of male
teachers has fallen off about thirty per cent, and that of female
teachers has increased nearly fifty per cent. The compensation of
males has increased six dollars and that of females four dollars per
month.

Two things are very evident in this connection. In the first
place the number of male teachers in our schools is gradually
decreasing. The different avenues of business are offering to our
young men employment which is more lucrative and more coilganial.
This is true of other sections of the country as well as of Towa.

The United States commissioner of education in his late report
gtates that in Maine and New Hampshire the male teachers form
less than one-tenth of the whole number. We fully appreciate the
work done by women as teachers in our schools, but we believe
that the exelusion to so large an extent of the masculine mind from
the teaching profession is not conducive to the best interests of the
scholars. Tt cannot be disputed that previous to the civil war, the
schools of New England were largely indebted to the students from
the colleges who were accustomed to spend the winter monthsin teach-
ing. These men were capable of self-exertion and self-activity and
their presence gave manly vigor and intellectual strength to the entire
community. Brawny, brainy men, their work made New England
pre-eminent in the councils of the nation. We need this stimulating,
vivifying influence in our schools to-day, and we know not where
we can find it, unless we encourage the young men who are gradu-
ates from our colleges to enter the profession of teaching. Profes-
gional training is very desirable, but it is not always attainable,
neither is it an equivalent for all other deficiencies. The intelleet-
nal strength, the power of independent thonght which comes at the
end of four years of patient, intelligent, persistent study, will enable
a man to master any educational problem which the schools present
if be has the teaching spirit within him.

But it is also to be noticed that while there has been au increase
of a fraction of a year in the average age of women teachers,
there has been a slight increase in the number of inexperienced
teachers, compared with the whole number of certificates granted,
and that when compared with the number of school rooms, the
inc¢rease has been from forty-two per cent in 1880, to fifty-one per
cent in 1890.

Ave the schools deteriorating in the meantime? We do not
think they are. Our personal experience convinces us that the
schools to-day are better than they were ten years ago. But this is
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due chiefly to our normal institutes, to the wide cirenlation of
papers and books prepared expressly for teachers, to the better
work done in our high schools, and to an awakened professional
pride. We can undoubtedly hold the schools where they are for
the next decade. We can even hope for a little improvement, but
the vital question is, ought we to be content with this when it is
within our power to do better? We do not believe that we can
prevent this influx of raw material into our schools as long as
society is organized upon its present basis, and young people
“marry, and are given in marriage.” But we can do something to
raise the grade of our teachers before they enter the work.

In the first place, no person under eighteen years of age should
be allowed to teach in the schools. This ought to be a statutory
provision, and enforced by a penalty. In the mext place, the
business of hiring teachers should be intrusted to the township
boards, and they should be encouraged to make engagements for
the year, as they do in cities. 3

In the third place, the state board of examiners should have the
power given them to inspect, whenever invited, the courses of
study and the work done in private schools and colleges, which
claim to prepare teachers, and if they find them satisfactory, to
grant certificates upon certain fixed conditions. Every such school,
even though the work done is very crude, is an aid in mﬂﬁ _
public opinion in favor of some special preparation for the busi-
ness of teaching. The trouble with many of the schools is mot
that they do so litﬂe.butthatt.heycla’imwdoao much.

We are satisfied that the best of them would welcome this con:
nection with the state, purely voluntary on their]part, and for the
great advantage which it would bring to their institutions, would

em their course of instruction and their methods to
any reasonable requirements of the state board of examiners.

il
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STATE UNIVERSITY.

The state has at Iowa City £300,000 worth of property invested
in sites, buildings, apparatus, cabinets, museums, and other appli-
ances connected with the state university. The official register of
1890, shows that including the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889, the
state has expended for

B R I e oo 1o S v s b b e st 4 S e 22,059,849
o P M L) 8,171,058
Institution for Deafand Dumb. ... cc.uinnneesineeeesonn 1,857,342
Eooae Sor Bhe BRRAT .~ i i siein i i e s 920,848
BISUE U TIAVORBEE o+« v5-4 o v -5 st mom 15 e s s o1 o w56 00T 5 o s 782,620

The above figures, to say the least, are very suggestive. The
university has its foundation in the organized law of the state. The
words of the constitution are: The state university shall be estab-
lished at one place without branches at any other place, and the
university fund shall be applied to that institution and no other.

And farther: The seat of government is hereby permanently
established as now fixed by law at the city of Des Moines, in the
county of Polk, and the state university at Iowa City, in the
county of Johnson.

With these facts before us it would seem to be a wise business
policy to deal liberally and generously with the university, in order
to make the investment there as productive as possible.

Besides, something is due to the framers of the constitution.
These men builded wisely, and in the present prosperous condition
of the university we are reaping the frait of theirlabors. From the
time to which Thomas H. Benton, Jr., refers in his address deliy-
ered at the commencement in 1867, when the university library
consisted of four hundred and eighty-four volumes, and the appa-
ratus was valued at $1,097, until to-day when the libraries number
over thirty thousand volumes, and the apparatus and cabinets are
worth above fifty thousand dollars, there has been an almost
uninterrupted growth in all that constitutes a university.
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In the original act establishing the university, power was given
the superintendent of public instruction to institute a professorship
for the education of teachers of the common schools.

The plan of making the university available as a means of pre-
paring young men and women for teachers, has at no time been
abandoned by the regents.

In fact the university of Iowa was the first institution in the
country to establish and maintain a chair of pedagogy. The chair
is at present filled by an alumnus of the university, who has had
a successful experience in school work, and we may reasonably
expect that it will be serviceable in carrying out the purpose for
which it was established.

We believe that the regents have exercised good judgment in the
expenditure of appropriations. Reference is made to the university
reports which accompany this.

Their estimates are made with great care, and we are convinced
they are no more than sufficient to meet the wants of the institution.

We think the following historical sketch will be found interesting:

HISTORY.

The first constitution of the state provided for the establishment
and support of a university, with such branches as the public con-
venience may hereafter demand. Accordingly, by act approved
February 25, 1847, the legislature directed the establishment of the
state university of Iowa to be located at Iowa City, with such
branches as, in the opinion of the general assembly, the public con-
venience may hereafter require.

The university was first opened March, 1855, with about seventy-
five students. The next year elementary normal work was made a
prominent feature. In accordance with the recommendation of
Chancellor Dean, the university proper was closed from 1857 to
1860 for lack of funds and suitable buildings, but the normal
department continued its work. In 1860, the university organiza-
tion was completed, and on September 19th of that year the institu-
tion was formally opened under the new order of things. This
may be properly regarded as the original organization of the uni-
versity, and it is so treated in the annals of the institution. The
catalogue of 1860-1861 shows a faculty of eight, with one hundred
and seventy-two students, of whom only nineteen were of collegiate
rank, the remainder normal and preparatory students,

Elementary English branches were tanght until 1867, and in 1879
it was deemed wise to drop all preparatory instruction and depend

|
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upon the high schools and academies for this service. The normal
department was merged with the collegiate in 1873, Tn 1868 the
law department was opened, with twenty-five students; in 1870 the
medical department, with fifteen students: in 1877 the homeopathie
medical department, with eighteen students; in 1882 the dental
department, with fifteen students, and in 1885 the pharmaceutical
department, with fourteen students. All these departments have
grown steadily in numbers, appliances and efficiency, and fully
deserve their very high reputation. Since 1860 the faculty has
grown from eight to seventy-nine, and in contrast with the nineteen
:uliugi:lf(: students of that vear the attendance for 1890-1891 was
eight hundred and ninety, distributed as follows: Collegiate, three
hundred and sixty-six; law, one hundred and sixty-one; medical,
one hundred and forty-four; homeopathic medical, forty-four;
dental, one hundred and sixty-nine; pharmaceutical, forty-four.
The catalogue of the current year will show 4 decided advance
over last year. From one small building in use in 1855, the twelve
buildings now occupied are very inadequate for the present work of
the university.

The university library proper, has twenty-six thousand volumes,
selected with reference to actual needs. Among the medical equip-
ments are eleven laboratories, several museums, and the hospitals.

Olose hall, erecied through the efforts of the Christian associa-
tions, provides gymnasium, reading rooms, and bath rooms, as
well as a home for these associations. The seminaries, connected
with the chairs of English, Latin, German, History, Political
Science, Philosophy, and Pedagogy, offer excellent facilities for
advanced study and original investigation. The moot courts pre-
sided over by members of the law faculty, in a most efficient way
supplement the class room instruction, as a preparation for actual
practice.

The collegiate department offers four general conrses of study—
classical, philosophical, general scientific, letters; and two techni-
cal courses, civil engineering and electrical engineering; also pro-
vides for special courses, under direction of the faculty. The
nniversity has published the results of original investigation in the
Natural History Bulletin, the Transit, and a monograph on the
history of the Amana community. The students publish the
Vidette Reporter, a tri-weekly paper, and The Quill, weekly.
There are five flourishing literary societies in the collegiate depart-
ment, and one in the law department. Some estimate of the extent

5
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of the past work of the university may be formed from the nnmber
of its graduates, 3,331. The quality of ijts training is best shown
in the character and work of this body of men and women in pub-
lic station and private life, in every western state.

The presidents of the university have been as follows:

YO0 LR Rl B 4 2 43 e b fron o s e (T 1855-1858
Silas Tottﬂﬂ, ) e e e e 5 » n
Oliver M. Spencer, D. D ...covemurvinnrions ATk Y :gggj:: UNIVERSITY EXTENSION.
Nathan R. Leonard, A. M. (Acting). ...............puer,. 1867-1868
e R RS N I S e 1868-1870 1
G Thae . : : . >
Cﬁ:;:i?nn W.h&f{g?e ?\M ................................ 1&7]-‘;877 The regents of the university have had under consideration two
Josiah L. Pickard, LL. D. . ....... . S Pl o Kol :8;;:12872 plans whereby they hope to extend the usefulness of the institution
Charles A, Sohaeffer, Ph. D...................ooooooo... . 1887~ in different parts of the state. The first had reference to allowing
non-resident alumni to avail themselves of the university library,
under certain conditions.
The subject was referred to the library committee and consequent
, upon their action the following report was adopted:
[' ' To the Regents of State University of Iowa:
1 ! The library committee, to whom was referred the matter of loan-
b ing books from the library of the university, to the non-resident

: alumni, offer the following report:

o | Whenever it is possible to loan such books as are not wanted by
' the stndents or professors for immediate use, we see no objections
to doing it, ided, it can be done without expense to the univer-
i ang under such guarantees as will secure the library from loss

n of books, or from any unusual dam :
We therefore recommend that the matter be referred to the pres-
ident of the university, and the librarian, and they be requested to

;: draw up such rules and regulations as may be nece to car
| I out tlu? %m successfully, said rules to {e in for;a:{mr thg

approval by the library committee of the board of regents.

Subsequently the subject of university extension was brought to
the notice of the regents by gentlemen not connected with the
: university, residing outside of Towa City. It was urged that the
ol usefulness of the institution can be greatly extended by courses of
' scientificand literary lectures, delivered by the university professors
in the cities and towns of the state. Also, courses of reading and
study can be arranged in lines kindred to the lectures, thus afford-
ing a fund of information upon popular subjects, not otherwise
attainable.

Although this plan has been in existence in England for over
twenty years, it is yet in its infancy in this country. There can be

~ no reason why it should not succeed if wisely directed.
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The subject was referred to the collegiate committee, and their
report was adopted by the board. Since then the faculty of the
university have appointed a director of university extension and
several courses of lectures are already arranged. It is expected
that a number of places will avail themselves of this opportunity

for self-improvement.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

In the absence of any funds with which to inauguraté and carry on the
work of university extension, the committee can recommend only as
follows:

We recognize the desirability of making all the forces connected with the
university available for the spread of useful knowledge among the people of
the state. This work can best be done at present through the voluntary
efforts of the different professors, and the more general use of the university
library. There is a grand opportunity for aiding those who desire to carry
on a course of study through correspondence with professors who are
specialists, and who thus ecan direct and oversee the reading and study of
students who are not able to take a full course at the university. The
inauguration of such a scheme would add not only to the usefulness, but to
the popularity of the institution.

As far as possible, there should be inaugurated durlng the eoming fall
and winter, courses of lectures not altogether of the popular form, butsuch
as require some study and investigation on the part of the class,

We recommend:

1. The selection by the collegiate faculty of one of their number, to be
designated as university extension director, through whom all correspond-
ence concerning lectures and other matters incident to the work shall be
carried on.

2. The university director shall prepare at as early a date as possible, a
scheme giving information concerning the different courses of study, the
different courses of lectures proposed, the expense necessarily included, and
any other information deemed essential. Such scheme should be published
in the leading papers of the state, also should be distributed wherever it can
be available for awakening public interest in the plan.

8. The courses of lectures should be determined upon at an early date,
wmmumwﬂﬂmh ﬁummhrimwm

- G.IHBuobpluunhmtd be selected as centers as can guarantee the neces-
hqm and can furnish suitable halls or places for meeting, and the
es or museums of natural history, which are necessary for the suc-

Tnder the proposed plan, it will be necessary to select only such
ﬁfﬂeﬁ as are In easy con n with Towa City, in order
s may not be too largely hindered in their regular univer-
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’ | STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.
[l * .
i ! There is no reliable record in the office, of the first meeting of
il the state teachers’ association. It was stated by D. Franklin Wells,
i afterwards superintendent of public instruction, that the association
was organized at Muscatine, May, 1854. We are strongly inclined
to accept this date, making the meeting called for December, 1891,
the thirty-seventh annual meeting. :
. ; The association, since its organization, has exerted a wide in-
.' ! , fluence in the state. In the printed records of the meeting in 1856,
| we find the members discussing the expediency of establishing an
| educational journal for the benefit of the teachers of the state.
'r Later we find the executive committee reporting that they had
. secured during the year the delivery in the state of four hundred
i lectares, at which twenty-five thousand persons were addressed
' upon the subject of education.

The members of the association were also instrumental in
creating a public opinion in favor of establishing normal schools.
They for a time kopt a state agent in the field, whose business it
was to co-operate with the state supegintendent in holding institutes
and in farthering the general interests of education in the state.

The final establishment of the reform school was chiefly due to,
the efforts of this association.

The discussions have at all times been free from any partisan or
sectarian bias, and open to any one interested in the education of
the people.

The following list of those who have acted as presidents, is

~ republished in order that it may be preserved.

We have designated by the star those who have passed away.

“ Peace to the honored dead, -
Ve Tha 1ight that on thelr bead a
, So many vears bave shed, |




72 REPORT OF THE [B1
1. 15— Jluscatinet o). A.Parvin. 1. 18@-TowaOlty... .. L. M. Hastings.
1855—No meeting. 20. 185714—Des Moines...*Allen Armstrong,

2. 18564 JOWAOLY | ...J L Enos. 2. 1875—Buriington....*J. H. Thompson.

- ] 3 W

3. 1857—] pPabo |y SR *D.F. Wells. 22. 1576—Grinnell............. 0. P. Rogers.
4. 1858—Davenport......0. C. Nestlerode. 21. 1877—QOedar Raplds. Miss P. W.Sudlow,
5. 1880—Washington. Fred'k Humphrey. 3. I878—Marshalltown......Henry Babln,
B, IBBO—=TIPLON....cuvuurensss *D. F. Wells. 25, 189—Independence.......W. J. Shoup.
7. 186l—Muscatine.... ....."A. 8, Kissell. 26, 1880—Des Moines...*H. G. Saunderson.
K. 1862—Mt. Pleasaunt....C. O. Nestlerode. 27, 1881—Oskaloosa. .......Samuel Oalvin,
9. 1868—Grinnell.............. M. K, Oross. 28. 1882—Cedur Falls..... R. A. Harkness.
10, 186 —Dubuque......oo.... H. K. Edson, 20, 1883—Des Molnes,. ,L. L. Klinefelter.
11. 1885—0skaloosa......... *Oran Faville. 80, 1884—Des Molnes,....... H. H. Seerley.
12, 1866—Cedur Raplds...... L. F. Purker. 31. 1885—Des Molnes....... ...W.F. King.
13. 1867—Des Moines ........M. M, Ingalls. 32, 1886—Des Moines ..... M. W. Bartlett.
14. 1888—Keokuk .....o.0v0..T 8. Parvin, #3. 1887—CQedar Raplds ........ L. T. Weld.
15. 1880—Murshalltown..... W. M. Brooks. &, 1888—Des Molnes...... .J. L. Plekard.
16, 18T0—Waterloo.............d Tonu Piper. 35, 1880—Des Molnes. . Miss L. E. Granger.
17, 1871—Couancil Bluffs. ......S8 J, Buck, #6, 1800—Des Moines. Jumes MoNaughton,
18. 18%2—Davepport... .....8. N. Fellows. #7. 1801—Des Moines..........H. H. Freer.

The following is the program for December 29-31, 1801:

GENERAL ASSOCIATION.

President—Professor H. H. Freer, Mt. Vernon.

Secretary—J. M. Mehan, Des Moines,

Treasurer—Superintendent . W. Lewis, Washington.

Executive Commillee—Professor J. Maey, chairman, Grinoell; County-
Superintendent J. F. Riggs, Mt. Pleasant; Superintendent G. 1. Miller,
Boone.

TUESDAY EVENING.

7:80. Music. Invoeation. Music. Address of welcome, Response.
Music. President’s address: Prof. H. H. Freer, Mt. Vernon. Music.

WEDNESDAY A. M., DECEMBER 30.

9:00. Music. Devotion. Busingss.

9:40. Paper: The Home and the School; how far and for what is each
responsible in the education of the childt On behalf of the school, Prof.
C. M. Grumbling, Mt. Pleasant. On behalf of the home, Supt. S. F, Fiester,
Waverly.

11:00. General criticisms and suggestions, a free-lance hour.

WEDNESDAY EVENING,

7:80. Music. Announcements. Musie. Lecture: Hon. Andrew S. Draper,
Albany, N. Y. Music.

THURSDAY, A. M., DECEMBER 81.

- 000. Music. Devotion. Business.
m.hper The first four years of school life. Supt. A. W. Stuart,

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 3
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

i 5 AT 3 : of committees,
80, usie. Election of officers, and reports o ‘ —t
;g g[alwr- The Iowa School Exhibit at the Columbian Exhibition.

Prof. T. H. MeBride, lowa City.

THURSDAY EVENING.

7:80. Reception.
EDUCATIONAL COUNCIL.

President—State Superintendent Henry Sabin, Des Moines.

Secretary—Prof. M. F. Arey, Cedar Falls.
TUESDAY A. M., DECEMBER 20, 1801.
000. Business. Reports and discussions.

980, L. —How shall we diminish the waste in our present school system
in Wad and high school work? Prof. R. A. Harkness, chairman of com-

milt::e:g. 11.—8hall we make utilitarian knowledge, or general culture, the

ohbjective point in education? Superintendent J. 8. Shoup, chairman of
committee.
TUESDAY AFTERNOON,

200. 1IL—What shall precede the American university? Prof. A. N.

. chairman of committee,
c';r::r [V.—The library: For the teacher, for pupils. for the public.

Principal F. E. Stratton, chairman of committee.

DEPARTMENT MEETINGS.

WEDNESDAY P. M., DECEMBER 80,

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT.

President—Prof. R. A. Harkness, Falrfield.

Seeretary—Prof. J. E. Todd, Tabor.

2.00. President's address. _

290, Paper: The educational value of the study of science. Prof.J. C.
Hainer, Ames. .

380. Paper: Is there need of a reorganization of higher education in
America? President Geo. A. Gates, Grinoell.

SECONDARY DEPARTMENT.

President—Prof. D. 8. Wright, Cedar Falls.
&mﬂw— Prof. A. W. Rich, Le Mars. '
- 2:00. .. Should instruction in the normal sehool be exelusively pro-

als Prof. W, 0. Riddell, Woodbine.

'9.45. Paper: Specialized instruction in the high school. Miss Ida L.
Bchell, Fort Dodge.
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ELEMENTARY AND GRADED DEPARTMENT.,

President, Frank E. Plummer, Des Moines.
Secretary, H. B, Larrabee, Creston.

1. A continuous course of study, Supt. A. W, Stuart, Ottumwa.
a

Malone, Des Moines.
3.
Le Mars.

4. Eduecational embellishments, Prin. Walker De Witt, Carson.
b.

system. BSupt. Clarence M. Boutelle, Decorah.

PRIMARY SECTION OF ELEMENTARY AND GRADED DEPARTMENT.

President, Miss Jennie Kreigh, East Des Moines.
Secretary, Miss Adelaide Skliba; Boone.

1:00. Handwork in the primary school. Miss Kate E. Palmer, Oskaloosa.
2:80. Theindividualin primary teaching. Mrs. E. C. Farrand, Davenport.

8:10. Literature for primary pupils. Miss Clara Banks, Knoxville.

SUPERINTENDENTS' AND PRINCIPALS' SECTION OF ELEMEN-

TARY AND GRADED DEPARTMENT.

President, Supt. E. N. Coleman, Le Mars,

Secretary, Prin. C. H, Cole, Ackley.

1:30. Where must we look for teachers for our graded schools? Supt.
Wm. Wileox, Mason City.

8:00. The counscl work of the superintendent. Prin, M. A. Reed,
Woodbine.

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS DEPARTMENT.

President, W. M. Ward, Maquoketa.
Secretary, Eva L. Gregg, Cherokee.

1. Closer relations of county superintendents. John Carr, Webster
county; George Phillips. Wapello county.
2. Some needed legislation, W.J. Baldwin, Johnson county.
How to obtain it. €. 0. McLain, Jasper county.
8. The Columbian Exhibit. Supt. Henry Sabin.

4. Report of reading circle committee. C. F. Saylor, Polk county.

PENMANSHIP AND DRAWING DEPARTMENT.
President, C. H. Pierce, Keokulk.
Secretary, Bertha L. Patt, Decorah.

2:00. Drawing a factor of the new education. Miss Etta M. Budd,
Indianola.

2:45. Drawing in publie schools; what it includes and how it should
be tanght. Miss C. E. Foster.

8:80. Penmanship: By the best talent in the state.

The use and abuse of blank books in our graded schools, Prin. Ella

What can we do for our grammar schools? Supt. E. N. Culeman,

Additions and eliminations which will give us an ideal graded school

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS' MEETINGS.

e ded

In accordance with Section 1577 of the Code, an ulflicial call was
issued, in the spring of 1890, to the county 'supet'mt('mdenta of
Adair, Boone, Callioun, Dallas, Greene, Guthrie, Humfimn.‘ﬂar-
din, Jasper, Madison, Marion, Marshall, Polk, Pov:'eshlek, b.tory,
Warren, and Webster counties, to meet at Des Moines, Apnl- 23,
1800. To those of Appanoose, Clarke, Davis, Decatur, Des Molt}es,
Henry, Jefferson, Keokuk, Lee, Luecas, Mftllaska, Monroe, Ring-
gold, Union, Van Buren, Wapello, Washington, and Wayne, to
meet at Ottamwa, April 29. To those of Adams, {\udubon, Car-
roll, Cass, Crawford, Fremont, Harrison, Ida, Mills, Monona,
Montgomery, Page, Pottawattamie, Sac, Shelby, and Taylor, to
meet at Council Bluffs, May 6. To those of Allamakee, Bremfar,
Butler, Cerro Gordo, Chickasaw, Clayton, Fayette, [:‘lnyd, Franklin,
Hancock, Howard, Mitchell, Winnebago, Winneshiek, Worth, and
Wright, to meet at Charles City, May 15. To those of Benton,
Black Hawk, Buchanan, Cedar, Clinton,‘ Delawx}re, Dubuque,
Grundy, Towa, Jackson, Johnson, Jones,- Linn, Louisa, Mugcatme,f
Scott, and Tama, to meet at Cedar Rapids, May 15. To those o
Buena Vista, Cherokee, Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Humb;)ldt,
Kossuth, Lyon, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, Plymouth, Poca-
hontas, Sioux, and Woodbury, to meet at Sheldon, May 2.2. '

These sections were called to meet at the same places in April
and May, 1891, except that Clinton was substituted for Cedar Rap-
ids, and Atlantic for Council Bluffs. -

The following are the general programs for each year:

PROGRAM FOR 1890.
The new text-book law.

Ought the basis for promotion in, and graduation from normal institutes,
to be the same in all the counties in Iowa?
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DS TAN They have generally responded readily to these calls, some of

e e them coming a long distance and at ('nt]ﬁlderﬂh!.l‘ expense in order
PAtmen. to be present. If the schools of the county derive any benefit from
Iiiim;; the meetings of county superintendents for consultation, then the

ght. Hng : P 5 S - Rris
e law should plainly make it thur‘el‘ut_\ to attf.nsl. au’d as plainly
e provide that their expenses in addition to their per diem, must be

Grounds and surroundings. Flags. . ot Fie
| 7 oard of supervisors,
) 1 How can acounty superintendent best serve his teachers? allowed by the b 1

Reading circle. ' The table on the following page, compiled from the reports,
Its object: shows something of the value and character of the work which

i Formation, manner of. each county superintendent accomplished in the year closing Octo-

i i How to awaken an interest in it. 0

J || ber 1, 1891,
|

Plans.

Suggestions and plans of work.
Course of study for rural schools.
The connection between the rural and town or city schools.

I i e PROGRAM FOR 1891,

Primary pupils in our country schools. How secure better instruction and
more care?

How can we obtain more thorough instruction in the common branches?

ROUND TABLE.

School law.
The use of the teachers' hand-book. { Course of study.

Civil government.
Teachers’ reading circle,
Objections to it, incentives to join it, methods, reports.
How to overcome the following difficulties: )
I Diversity of text-hooks, including new text-book law,
Irregularity of attendance, suggestions and incentives.
Indifference of patrons, effects of personality of teacher.
The value of the institute lecture. |
The value of an institute round table. 1
~ Business: Iowa exhibit for Columbian exposition. |
y Plans for country school-houses,
The county superintendents have also been officially called to- i
gether at each meeting of the state teachers’ association. .
- The discussions at these meetings were strictly informal, and we
: think, productive of good results. Those questions were taken up
L which are of the most pressing importance to the schools. The !
Pk earnestness which the county superintendents present displayed, > . =
e and their eagerness to gain suggestions and to receive information. / i
- from others as to the best manner of discharging the duties of their 4 -
- office, conld not be excelled by any body of men gathered together

=
"
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SUMMARY OF SUPERINTENDENTS' WORK.

¢ 1 21 o -
| ks el |3 lslz18)] |3 |
8l 5% (582 | = Bl 5|2 |28 5 | &
E|l | [B52 | 2 Bzl |25 |2
cousrres. | 3| 2 5 E; - E covsties. | | 3 E 'E“E s |3 _
. 5| 2508858 2 5| 215,23 53 3 TEACHERS' ASSOCIATIONS.
| e HEE t| 3|55 3855 &
| : 12125252 3 £1 215528 55 2 -
I _ Eﬁ%:r?:zkeu E.E ;?E }E ii“é gf: Yen 16 118 gﬁi 1 o es. The schools of Towa have but.litt]c use for dead teachers. We
i Appanoose ..| 150 86| 102 1500 %7 90 250/ Yes. do not mean those who are bodily dead, but those who attend no
I v ki S M el iy R' o yen: associations, take no eduocational journals, read no educational
Bemekbuwic:| To3| 11| o8l 1w Ty books, and have no professional growth, which is the only sign of
- Boommar <ol il 18| S5 i3 ; mly,u_ life. There are in the state seventy counties that report county
i Ruona Visa,| 1ok Yoo Murinn .. o von: associations, forty-three report township associations, twenty-nine
| ot g i T aes -_‘.'{ggﬂ; report both, and fifteen report neither. In eighty-four counties
i 8l : it g b Fr o e the teachers are accustomed to meet at stated times for mutual
y il Erﬁaa""‘“ ; iE&:&:&:‘gé&l %EEST . consultation and encouragement.
o Cherokee % 7 - The programs at these meetings often call out free and animated
.L'I i §E‘£§f“§"“ o 8 E%& discuss:iona, not only from the teachers, bnt.othert:l who are interi
il Olayton. ... Page. oo 53 Yes. ested in the ?choola. The.re are no agencies under the contro.
il |l Orswlord ... - [Plymouth. . 20 You ?f tha‘ supermtenc!ent which can be made more valuable for
d | Dallss. ... sﬁoo{fﬁi,‘idfé' 645 Vs, increasing the efficiency of the tea_.chers of the county than these
b | Decatur ... . | Poweshiek. .. 214 Yes, associations, There should be one in every county.
‘| i Dos Moines 5 Yes. The programs for these gatherings should be pointed and prac-
l':i i e ] 246 Yos. ) tical. While particular attention may be paid to school manage-
L Emmet ....... 59 %{%& | ment. and methods of teaching, subjects of general culture sho.uld
i Payotte..... 2 3h‘y& ' a.!so be mtrnduced,.bot.h for the sake of variety and for 'the quick-
| Preankiin. . ... 12 320 Yeos. ening influence which they have upon the intellectual life of the
| remont ... 152 1994 Yes. teacher.
[ | rOndy ot 1o 270, Yes. In many instunces the association takes the form of an institute.
| i A i B Ton QOlasses are called in, methods of instruction are illustrated by
e e 102 Fooh Lo class work, and afterwards discussed, with a view of ascertaining
i SR i RO You their practical value.
gﬁ?ﬂ"iiii o es. | Winnebiz b The relation which the school director bears to these associations
i ot o = “'E.‘a‘éﬁ}‘,?.:. S is not as well determined as it ought to be, In Indiana the law
ﬂ S eiaie o e provides that the teacher shall attend meetings when called by the
i Totals. ... 16032 1006 13654 16377 259001 county superintendent, and shall **for eac'h day’s atte::.ld_anoa receive
I, ‘the same wages as for one day’s teaching. Provided, That no
i teacher shall receive such wages unless he or she shall attend the
| full session, and perform the duties assigned.”
‘This seems to be a wise provision of the law.




i
d |
|
.&'
e ]

TP b

——

80 REPORT OF THE [B1

If the meeting is called for Friday, the schools in the place in
which it meets may be in session and open to inspection by the
visiting teachers. The evening may be, and should be, devoted to
an educational lecture, intended for the public. We have almost
entirely lost sight of the value of such lectures, as a powerful
means of creating public sentiment.

We are greatly in need of the influence which such gatherings
would exert in favor of better schools, and of the enthusiasm which
could thus be created. :

This is not the place to outline all the particulars attendant upon
such institutes, Certain points are very evident. The county
superintendent should have power to call them at stated times. It
should be made the duty of the teachers to attend, and to perform
the duties assigned each one, and the directors should be required
to allow them their pay, as for teaching the same length of time.

This plan would go very far towards solving the problem of
bringing the schools and the people into closer sympathy. They
must come to know more of each other, to understand better what
the one is accomplishing and the other expects them to attain.
The need of these institutes, or associations, is the more felt,
because of the great number of young and inexperienced tenchers

‘in our schools.

We do not see how it is possible for the schools of a county to
be simeeu!ully conducted or the teachers to keep awake and abreast
of the times, in the entire absence of any association which brings
them together for mutual advice and deliberation.

These suggestions are the result of consultation with active
county superintendents in Iowa, and the experience of others in
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TEACHERS' ROUND TABLES.

The existence of a regular program is not necessary to the sue-
cess of a round table meeting. There are no written papers, and no
formal. speeches.

Sometimes some one is appointed to open the discussion in which
others are expected to fallow, and for the time being he acts as
leader. Untrammeled by any constitution or by-laws, except such
as are necessary to orderly proceedings, to fix time and place of
meetings and to select subjects, this round table admits of free-
dom of discussion unequaled by any other body. It is, in fact, an
unorganized collection of teachers, informal in its nature, com-
posed of men and women who desire to discuss vital topies con-
nected with their profession.

It is usual for the table to meet so as to spend at least one-half
day in visiting schools.

Such gatherings are exceedingly useful in making teachers better
acquainted with each other’s plans and in promoting professional
pride in good work.

These round tables are generally well attended by the most pro-
ssive teachers, and the greatest interest elicited in the proceed-
The subjects taken up for discussion embrace a wide variety
topics, and the conclusions reached have a decided influence in
mping the tone of educational thought among those who are
attendants,

1mtbnor&!lunmmhanmoonmntlm

va alrondy aeveral of these tibles in existence, snd ottiers |
d beformed with great profit tothe teachers. Numbersis nota

oy
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without limiting or hindering them, one subject for each half day
will often be found sufficient.

The round table feature has also found a place in some of our
institute programns. Teachers of the same grade meet once or twice
a week under the guidance of the county superintendent or an
instructor, op sometimes one of the older and more experienced of
their own number, for a free interchange of thought and opinions,
as suggested by the variety of their experience in matters connected
with school work. This has proved to be a valuable featare in the
institute work of several connties.
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TEACHERS' READING CIRCLE.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

Superintendent of Public Instruction, President.
C. F. Saylor, Secretary, Polk county.
J. 8. Shoup, Woodbury county.
A. R. Sale, Cerro Gordo county.
Lottie E. Granger, Page county.
G. W. Coverston, Muscatine county.

The Iowa state reading circle was organized at the meeting of
the county superintendents’ section of the state teachers’ associa-
tion, December, 1889.

The following extracts from the constitution will give a general
idea of the plan of organization and methods of work.

There shall be held each year three regular meetings of the
reading circle board, and such called meetings as a majority of the
board from time to time designate. The first regular meeting
shall be during the assembly of the state teachers’ association, and
after the new members have been selected by the county superin-
tendents’ section. It shall be the duty of the board at this meeting
to organize by selecting officers for the following year, and to
transact such other business as is not hereinafter specitied.

It shall be the duty of the board to lay out a course of readin
covering a period that in its judgment seems to be most practica
for the teachers of the state; said course to be limited to two books
foll' the first year, one on professional work, and one on general
culture.

The county superintendent of schools shall be ex-officio manager
of the reading circle work of his county, or some other person
whom hé may recommend to the state board.

It is hereby recommended that the course of reading prepared
by the state board be made to begin with the county normal insti-
tute, and the year’s readine close with the institute éllowing‘.

It shall be the du? of the manager to have general charge and
oversight of the reading cirele; to report to tEe secretary of the
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board on the third Satarday of Decembeér, March and September,
the number and names of members in his county; to notify the
publishers of books from time to time of the number of books
required.

t is recommended that the reading circle be regarded as a prep-
aration for the county normal institute, and at every annual session
thereof a suitable place on the program be given to the subject;
and in the examination of teachers the questions on the subject of
theory and practice should be so selected, that the county superin-
tendent may determine if the applicant has carefully and intelli-
gently studied the books which have been selected ¥or the appli-
cant’s reading during the previous year.

It is recommended that at each examination of teachers the list
of preliminary questions shall contain the following: Do you
agree, if permitted to teach in this county, to Provide yourself with
a book, required to be read by the teachers’ reading circle, and
study the same in the manner prescribed, provided that you are
furnished with the names of said books, and an outline of study?

In any county where books have already been selected on the
same subjects, those teachers shall not be required to purchase the
Eouks here adopted, until they have finished the books they now

ave. :

No member of this reading circle shall be required, at any time,
to pay any membership fee.

'Fl:e publishers of the books selected shall be required to prepare
and send out to each county superintendent of the state, before the
institute season opens, a circular explanatory of the books of the
course, the cost of the same, ete. They shall advise with the
county superintendent for the sale of books. They shall arrange
the necessary outlines of said books, for publication in the educa-
tional journals of the state, and for the use of the county manager.

At the first meeting the board of managers selected for the year’s
reading: Page's Theory and Practice of Teaching, and Hale’s
Lights of Two Centuries. -

They were furnished to the teachers under the following
conditions.

The books to be sold to the members of the cirele at wholesale.
The books to be transmitted to the connty manager, by the pub-
lishing house at its own expense, said house to take back all
m’l‘hla hbooh.. woks, .Snf“psy the expmm ofifretnming thofege- Ty
ouse to allow a commi fn ary, of five per ce
S Bauidling e Books. S TR (T

~ The house to give the board a commission of ten cents on each -
E‘t sold in the state, for the purpose of bearing the expense of
‘the reading circle.
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The report of the secretary, made December, 1890, shows that
in eighty counties of the state, the reading circle had a membership
of over five thonsand.

At the meeting in 1801 the directors adopted Steele’s Popular
Zoology, and Shoup’s History of Education, as the course for this
year.

It is estimated that over seven thousand teachers are, at present,
reading in the course. The circle is popular with the teachers, and
it is undoubtedly doing an excellent work. It is to be hoped the
number of teachers who will avail themselves of its benefits will be
largely increased in the near futare.

The secretary has displayed commendable zeal and skill in
awakening an interest in the reading circle work, and this depart-
ment has given the movement its hearty support.

In another part of this report, we have disenssed more fully the
question of professional reading for teachers.
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IOWA PUPILS’ READING CIRCLE.

BOARD OF DIRECTORE.

W. A. Doron, President, Monticello, J.T. Merrill, Cedar Rapids,
Georgia Warrick, Des Moines, J. M. DeArmond, Davenport.
George 1. Miller, Seeretary, Boone.

The Towa pupils’ reading circle is a direct outgrowth from the
state teachers’ association. [ts organization was effected through
the passage of a resolution introduced into the graded section, at
the annual meeting in 1800, The board of managers reported by
the nominating committee was confirmed by the state association.

The organization of the pupils’ reading circle provides for a board
of five directors. An outline of the work as conducted during the
first year is as follows:

COURSE OF READING:

DIVISIONS. GRADES, BOOKS,
" Second Year or Second Friends in Feathers and Fur.
: Reader Grade, Price, 30 cents.
Third Year or Third _l Grandfather's Stories.
| Reader Grade. 27 cents,
" Fourth Year or first half nl{ Familiar Animals and Their
Tt Fourth Reader Grade. Wild Kindred. Price, 50 cents.
0 | Fifth Year or sccond half  § Eggleston’s First Book in Amer-
| of Fourth Reader Grade. {'im History. Price, 60 cents.
( Sixth Year or first half of {Llﬁmrmmmor Water, Land
Fifth Reader Grade. and Air. Price, 50 cents.
4 Seventh Y ear or second half { Stories of Other Lands.
| of Fifth Reader Grade. Price, 40 cents.
¢ Eighth Year or ‘l Some Neighbors with Claws and
: Advanced Grade. Hoofs. lgiee, 54 cents.
P77 Ninth Year or Preparatory { Ten Great Eveuts in History.
| High School Grade. i ‘1 Price, 54 centa.

~ For memorizing, Peaslee’s Graded Selections. Price, 50 cents.
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All correspondence should be directed to the secretary and the
slan of organization requires the following duties of this officer:
hc shall make an annnal report to the board of managers, shall
appoint the director of each county, shall furnish supplies to the
varions county directors and leaders, and send out circulars to
teachers and friends of education in gemeral in connection with
the work. .

The county director shall be appointed by the secretary of the
reading circle board and shall hold his office one year. Said
director shall have charge and oversight of the pupils’ reading
sireles of his county. He shall make his report to the secretar
of the board, keeping the number and names of members in his
county, he shall issue certificates of promotion and completion to
the members and shall assist the leaders and members in procuring
their books from the publishers. The said director is expected to
heartily co-operate with the secretary in such & way as to promote
the interests of the pupils’ reading circle in his county,

All active teachers of the state shall be made azs-ri{}r'm'a leaders in
the pupils’ reading circle, but must have their authority and sup-

lies from the county director or from the secretary of the board of
giractors. Other leaders may be appointed by the county director
or the secretary of the board of directors.

Any person between the ages of five and twenty-one may become
a member of the Iowa pupils’ reading circle by signing the roll
and receiving a membership card, pnrclmair;g at least one book,
and agreeing to take up and faithfully perform the work. No
membership fee shall be charged. Each member will be required
to read at least one book, as preseribed in the course, each year,
and when said book is so read, he shall be rgiven credit by the
leader for the work done, on a certificate card, prepared for that
purpose, and as the pupils shall advance in the course from year to
ear, eredit for each year's work will be duly recorded in a book
iopt for that purpose by the county director. Any lp«amon may
oin and receive & membership card from the nearest leader, from

e county director, or from the secretary of the board of directors.

A membership eard will be issued upon which will be a neat
g:m a motto, a place for the member’s name, and a blank for

official signature of the leader, director, or secretary. Second

year readers will be given a red card, third year readers a pink

card, fourth year readers a green card, fifth year readers a violet
d, sixth year readers an orange card, seventh year readers a rose
wrd, e year readérs a blue card, and ninth year readers a gray
card, and at the close of the course of reading a certificate of com-
pletion, which will be a beautiful white card, officially signed.
Circulars, cards, envelopes, and any speeial instruction desired,
will be furnished promptly by writing the aec_retu.%. '
Books can be procured at the prices already in by send-
%ywngr?dimct to the publishers, the American Co.,
58 and 260 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill., by ordering through your

leaders or directors, or from your local booksellers.
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Members may begin the reading at any time, may read more
than one book each year, if they so desire, and at any time they
shall finish the entire course they will be entitled to the certificate
of completion. They shall commit to memory at least two selec-
tions or memory gems each year. Peaslee’s Graded Selections for
Memorizing to be taken as a gnide.

Teachers and friends desiring to take up the work and who have
not yet learned the name of “the county director can get such
information by applying to the county superintendent of their
respective counties or to the secretary of the board of directors.

This reading circle has been organized in eighty-five counties in
the state. School boards are adopting the course as supplementary
work. There are now over ten thousand pupils who are active
readers. This exceeds the membership in any other state, although
Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio have had the circle four or
five years.

The circle commends itself to the frierids of education, to school
officers, to teachers and parents, in helping to direct the children
of Towa in the reading of good books. No membership fee is
charged. The cost of the books is but a trifle, and they are of such
a character that they will become the nucleus of a library for
many a child. Children love to do the things which their associ-
ates are doing. When a child hears that the other children of the
state are reading these books, he at once feels that they are desira-
ble books to read. Teachers will find that the circle can be used
to bring a new element of interest into school work. The true
teacher wishes to put such influences into the lives of his pupils as
will mould their characters for good. Here is an opportunity to
interest them in a plan to which system, novelty and association
lend their charms. ;
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WOMEN'S ROUND TABLE.

The women's round table of Towa is in nowise connected with the
state teachers’ association, but for convenience in matters of travel
and expense its annual state meetings are held at the same place
and on a day prior to the assembling of the association.

The first call, addressed to the women teachers of Towa, stated
that in accordance with a suggestion made by some of our leading
school workers, among whom was the superintendent of public
instruction, a meeting was held in Des Moines in December, 1888,
for the purpose of adopting some plan by which to bring more of
onr women teachers to the front, and thereby enable them to work
more in unison, and in lines wherein they could not work so well
if accompanied by their brother workers.

It was further urged that in the profession many women pos-
sessed of excellent ideas, lacked the power to express them in the
presence of the general association. Another reason for separate
organization was found in the fact that many topics pertaining to
boys and girls in the schools could be more freely discussed by
men and women apart. Therefore, there was organized in the
aforesaid meeting a women’s round table, wherein women teachers,
withont embarrassment, might bring forward and discuss such sub-
jects as seemed desirable. The state was divided into five dis-
triets, from each of which a vice-president was selected. A yearly
membership fee of twenty-five cents was required for defraying
necessary expenses.

The first annual meeting occurred December 31, 1889, Mrs. L.
T. Weld, president. The topms discussed were as follows: Can
women compete with men in school work,— as disciplinarians,
Leona Call; as science teachers, Anna E. McGovern; in strength
of phmcher, which leaves a life-long impression on pupils, Mrs.
Addie B. Billington. How to make teaching a profession for
women; t:me devoted to it, qualifications, Rebecea Greene. Social
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position of teachers, Nettie Sawyer. Teacher quacks; in eduea-
tional qualifications, in moral fitness, in method, Lydia Hinman,

Our future profession; teaching to be made a life work, Mrs. M. E.
Boynton. Better training for teachers, Alice Lewis. Special lines
of work, Elizabeth K. Matthews. The use and abuse of uniformity
in education, Carrie Barnard.

.

Reports were then received from the district meetings and officers
elected for the ensuing year.
The second annual meeting, December, 1890, was presided over
by Abbie 8. Abbott, of Cedar Rapids. The attendance was large,
discussion lively, and time well filled. -
Ropprh hmﬂtedhhsetmﬁngn,mmamedmelm to
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THE TEXT-BOOK LAW.

In accordance with section 9, chapter 24, laws of 1888, the
electors of thirty counties in the state voted to adopt a uniform
series of text-books for use in the publie schools.

-_Z'\l.:nmpﬂﬁd aynopm of the contract pnee paid for mh




ought to be conclusive in the matter.
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its merits or its deficiencies. It will be remembered that county
uniformity could not go into actual effect until after March, 1891,

So far, it has resulted in a material reduction in the price of
books. The law, however, to be less burdensome to those charged
with its execution, should be amended in a few particulars.

The president of the board should not be required, as in section
1, to give a bond of $500. It is a unseless and vexatious restric-
tion, and hinders the efficiency of the law. The directors should
have power, however, to engage some one to handle the books, to
require from him a suitable bond, and to pay him a reasonable com-
pensation for his trouble.

The requirement in section 5 having reference to advertising in
two or more papers, is in many cases, a waste of public money. It
should be limited to districts of over 4,000 population, and to the
adoption of books for an entire county.

Qities and towns excluded under section 12, from the operation of
county uniformity, should have the power granted them fo call a
special election any time after the annual election in March, and
prior to the 1st day of August, for the purpose of voting upon the
question of using the same books adopted by the county board of
education.

There should also be some definite provision made for paying the
dealers who handle the books in cities or towns a reasonable com-
pensation. :

With these amendments the efficiency of the law would be greatly
increased, without lessening in any degree the precautions neces-
sary for its safe and economical administration.

We are glad to note a tendency on the part of some houses to

reduce the price of school books, and to give the districts already
holding contracts the advantage of the reduction.

We do not propose in this report to traverse again the field of
argument in favor of optional free text-books. If the doctrine of
local option is good anywhere, it is good here. The rule of the
majority is always safe. TPhe school district is the purest form of a
republic in our government.

If the people at a regular election, or at one called for that pur-

‘pose, say by their ballots that text-books and supplies shall be

furnished to the pupils in their schools at the public expense, that
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Again, no child should be kept out of school a day because of
the inability of his parents to provide him with the books and
materials used by his grade or class. Not only should boards of
education be given the power, but it should be made their duty to
provide every such child with books and whatever else is needed
for the purposes of his instruction.
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SCIENTIFIC TEMPERANCE INSTRUCTION.

It is estimated that 12,000,000 children in the public schools of
the United States are receiving instruction in the effects of narcotics
and aleoholic stimulants upon the human body.

The results of this instruction, in promoting temperance and so-
briety, must be apparent in the lives of the next generation. The
blessings which will flow from it cannot be estimated in dollars and

~ «ents.

If this instruction could be given in the spirit as well as the letter
of the law, and made universal, the greatest source of poverty, sor-
row, and crime known te our race would be dried up at the fountain-
head.

The law, in thost counties of this state, is faithfully complied with.

We believe that there is, in fact, no county in which there has
mot been an honest effort made to observe it.  Still, it is true that
there are districts in which the law is a dead letter, either through
the indifference of the teacher or the unwillingness of school au-
thorities to have the required instruction given. Section 2 of the
law, which provides that only schools and institutions reporting
compliance with the law shall receive their proportion of the school

- funds, or allowance of public money, provides no way by which it

can be enforced.

This omission should be provided for in some way, in order to '

make it operative.

The law already raqnireal:oardsofdimctorstomtoﬂ:eolp
servance of this statute and make provision therefor.

No doubt the law would be much better observed, in accordance
-with this provision, if power was given the boards of {jrectors to
purchase text-books for the use of the pupils while in school.

This department has uniformly held that the provisions of the law
~@re mandatory, and that boards of directors have no power to ex-
i m'whhwhingfmm their schools, or to emupn;ﬂairm
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pursuing this study until they have finished it, in the same sense in
whieh they finish any other branch.

We should fail in our duaty if we neglected to call attention to the
need of a stringent law prohibiting the sale of tobaceo in any form
to & minor under sixteen years of age. The evils which come from
the use of tobacco by boys not having attained their growth, are so
well known that we need not dwell upon them here.

The sale of tobacco to them for their use in any manner, or under
any disguise, should, in our opinion, be made a misdemeanor pun-
ishable with a heavy fine.

An inspection of the following table will show something of the
information gathered from the reports made to this office by secre-
taries of school boards, as required by the provisions of the law:
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SUMMARY

From Cities and Towns, regarding the manner and extent to which the require.
the teaching and study of the ¢ffects of aleoholic drinks, stimulanis, and
said cilies and towns, during the school year 1890-91:
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ments of Chapter 1, Laws of Twenty-first General Assembly, providing for
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STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS.

MEMBERS OF BOoARD ;
Superintendent of Public Instruction, President.
C. A. Schaeffer, President of State University.
H. H. Seerley, President of State Normal School.
County Superintendent J. 8. Crawford, Atlantic, 1804,
Miss Lucy Curtis, Secretary, State Center, 1892,

The following circulars were issued in 1891, for the information
of those who wish to receive state examination as teachers.

THE STATE CERTIFICATE.

This certificate is good for five years from date of examination, in any
county in the state. The candidate must be present at the appointed hour
on the first day, and must come prepared for two days’ continuous work.
It will be the aim of the board of examiners to make the examination
reasonably thorough. Time will be given the candidate to do the work
with deliberation and thought, so that he may be free from that nervous
feeling which accompanies haste and always induces superficial work. It
is proper to say as a matter of information that the state certificate is a
grade higher than the ordinary county certificate. Teachers who holil a
first class certificate upon merit, and are prepared in the additional branches
required, can come to a state examination with a reasonable prospect of

&w notbe out of place here to call the attention adyonngmhm to the

that a state certificate is the first step toward professional recognition.

v l&wmammamk,umamomwmummmm

1 of the five years for which the certificato is

wumtun;mlmmmmwmywmmm
irements made by the county superintendent of the county in
g. They are not required to appear before him for

-m«ﬂthhm&mm
h in the county.

: mmsmcam

ts will please bear in mind that the possession of state certificates
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war, b. The period of reconstruction. «. The revolutionary war, . The
articles of confederation and the adoption of the constitution. The topic
will be selected by the examiner at the time of examination: the time given
to it will be at least one hour. From this paper will be marked history,

orthography, and penmanship.
<

GROUP ONE. GROUP TWO.
Orthography. Algebra.
Reading. Botany.
Penmanship: Elementary Physiecs.
Arithmetie, Drawing.
Geography. Civil Government.
English Language. Laws of Iowa.
Physiology. Book-keeping.
U. 8. History.
Didactics.

The board may omit the examination upon any of the above branches, but.
the candidate must certify that he has studied each branch and is prepared
for examination in it.

II. CONDITIONS.

While not absolutely necessary, it is much better for the candidate to send
for a registration blank, and to fill it out carefully and return it to this oftice
before the day named for examination. The fee for registration, as fixed by
law, i 83.00, one-half of which is returned to the candidate in case of failure.

The following requirements as to testimonials and credentials are
imperative:

1, Written statements from one or more county superintendents or
other experienced educators, certifying to the professional success and good
moral character of the uppllr;anh When possible, one of these should be the
mmmvusmm in which the candidale is now leaching, or the

t who gave the last certificate under which he taught. The
absence of such reference is always to be regretted.

2. Written official statements from school boards, or directors, for
M the candidate has taught, certifying to his success in mbing and

ant.
8. At the time of registration the names ‘of three disinterested persons
of ‘Itbml education shall be given as references. In addition, the board
hold the ight to apply to others for information, if these are not entirely

ummumﬁamummummmmmammu 1887, the
" eandidate will be subject to examination in effects of alcoholic stimulants

and narcotics. in ‘e with chapter 1, laws of 1886. e

E EXPERIENCE.
mwmmm;mmmunmmwmm
| nce, part of which must have been in Towa. Allowance,
.,’uﬂlﬁ%m&m hﬂngsmm.

hﬂ‘ll"
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but in no case will a certificate be issued to any person having had less than
thirty-six weeks of successful experience in actual school work.
The registration blank should be filled out with great care, as the examin-

ers depend upon this record to learn the professional history of the can-
didate.

VALUE ATTACHED TO CERTAIN CREDENTIALS.

The possession of a diploma from any approved college or state normal
school, or of a state certificate from another state, may be accepted in place
of the examination in academic studies. The candidate, however, will be
obliged to submit his eredentials to the hoard of examiners, together with
proof of at least eighteen months’ successful work in Iowa. He will also
be required to pass an examination in the theory and art of teaching, or
such branch of group one and two as the board may designate.

THE LIFE DIPLOMA.

The life diploma is intended as a recognition of professional standing
attained by long and successful experience. It is the presumption that those
who hold these diplomas have entered upon teaching as a life work and are
devoting all their energies to the practice of their profession. The life
diploma is received in any county in Iowa as an evidence of ability to instruct
the children and youth. The fee, as fixed by law, is 85.00, one-half of which
is returned to the eandidate in case of failure.

TESTIMONIALS, CREDENTIALS, AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS.

1. Written professional statements from three or more county superin-
tendents, or professional educators, certifying to the professional success
and the good moral character of the applicant.

2. Written official statements from school boards, for whom the appli-
cant has taught, or is now teaching, regarding his success in teaching and
government.

3. At time of registration the names of three disinterested parties of
liberal education shall be given as references. The board hold the right to
investigate further, until fully satisfied,

4. Unless a certificate has been granted in Iowa since J uly 1, 1887, the
candidate will be subject to examination in effects of alcoholic stimulants
and narcotics, in compliance with chapter 1, laws of 1886,

5. In his registration blank the candidate must certify that he has taught
or studied all the branches named in both groups. He must present eyi-
dence that he has taught at least eight years, and three of these in Towa.
He must also satisfy the board that he has a thorough knowledge of the
subjects required for a state certificate, ’

6. He must pass an examination in the Science and Art of Edueation*®
and in two subjects selected by him from the following groups, one of which

shall be taken from group A or B, and the other shall be taken from group
C

7. In this examination the candidate may select one of the two subjects,
as of primary importance, npon which he may expect a more thorough
examination and on which his thesis should be based.
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8. He must present an original thesis in his own hand-wriling of not le:‘.as

I ;1 3.000 nor more than 5,000 words, upon some special topic ul!‘ll?l‘:l(‘(r:’ in
: :::y o‘f' the subjects selected for examination. This topic must }u: -Htlhﬂ'flltu(l
(: the president of the board for his approval, before the thesis is written.
'l?he thesis will e subjected to a critical examination by at least two persons

n by the board. ' ol .

Chi?se "I‘hz credentials required, the registration blankoproperly hllmI: and
Lhe‘thusis accompanied by the fee of 85.00, must be filed with the 1_:res:tlcnt

£ the board at least thirty days before the date fixed for -t-xammatlou.
: 10, Each paper submitted will be examined with particular reference to
he correet use of the English language, :
m‘la! The candidate must come prepared to do at least ten hm‘u:s of work.
Th(»'examinntiou requires the writing of three papers, in addition to the
thesis before submitted.

GROUFS OF SUBJECTS.

A. Geometry, Trigonometry, Astronomy.
B.  Chemistry, Zoology, Geology. : g
C.  English Literature, Rhetoric, General History, Political Economy,
Psychology.
RELATING TO GRADUATES OF SUCOESSFUL EXPERIENCE.

3 ition as pro-
In order to meet the wants of teachers who deserve recogni
Ias;o?;.ie:duont.om, by reason of superior education, and of long and sue-
cessful experience, the board of examiners have adopted the following rules:

Resolved, That resident teachers of Towa, graduates of approved institu-
tions either within or without the state, may receive life diplomas under
he following conditions: .

: ;'i:st? Tlﬁa candidate shall file with the president of‘ the board, at least
days before the time appointed for a regular meeting:
‘mﬂﬂlu.r ’I?he required registration blank properly filled out, accompanied
the fee, five dollars, as required by law,

bys. A thesis in his own hand-writing, especially prepared for this

examination upon a professional subject, selected by the presi.dent. of the

hoard. This thesis will be submitted to a eritical examination, by two

professional teachers chosen by the board. . By .

‘8. The proofs as to experience and success, such’as are required of all
candidates for life diplomas, but covering an experience of ten years of
teaching, three of which must have been in lowa.

-Becoud.-s He shall submit, for the approval of the board, his diploma
togéthcr with a copy of the course of study pursued by him at the institu-
tion of which he is a graduate.

- Third: He may ﬁlgrwlth the president of the board any other credentials
testi!ying to his eharacter, his scholarship, and his personal success as a
teacher. - -

: ‘ * for the examination In the Sclence and Artof Edueat ncare-

h:m;:ﬁe;: ::gm;ud work Is recommended. Compayre's Pedagogy, Palnter's

: Education;

History of Edueation, Palmer's Sclence of Education, Payne's Lectures on :

or Mhuwrk:ot eq,&nl merit, acceptable to the board, may be used In this connec-
S :

»Y
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Fourth: He must receive the unanimous vote of the board of examiners.
HENRY SABIN,

February 2, 1801, President Stale Board of Examiners.

RENEWAL OF STATE CERTIFICATES.

The following regulations were adopted by the board of examin-
ers at the meeting in June, 1891,

The board will not re-issue state certificates on the proof being
made that the applicant has previously held a state certificate.

Such applicant shall furnish as credentials testimonials from
his county superintendent, or a professional educator, and also
from the boards of school directors for whom he has taught,
certifying that he is successful in government and in instruction,
and that his physieal condition, mental and moral character are
such as to justify this board in granting a state certificate, the right
still being held of making further investigation should the board
desire.

The applicant shall appear before the board in person and write
a paper on didactics and also on such other branches as the board
may assign at the time of the examination. :

Graduates of the Towa state normal school who have held state
certificates shall be permitted to re-apply for a new certificate, and
are required to make proofs in conformity with section two of this
report.

At the meeting of the board, held in June, 1891, the subject of
holding examinations in various sections of the state, in order to
afford better facilities to those who wish to take advantage of the
law, was freely discussed.

As a conclusion, the board appointed a committee of their num-
ber to prepare a memorial to the legislature, such as the facts and

- necessities of the case seemed to warrant.

The following is their statement:

The state board of examiners desire to call your attention to
these facts:

1. The business of the board has largely increased.

2. The demand for examinations for state certificates comes from
all parts of the state, remote from, as well as near the capital.

3. Should the board attempt to meet these demands, their
'luwamofml séwgnld exceed the appropriation of section 8, chapter 167,
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In the current biennial period the state has received a net income
of $410.00, from applicants for state certificates.

We think this statement of facts would warrant the legislature
in appropriating money sufficient to hold examinations for state
certificates in different parts of Iowa, and thus satisfy, to a reason-
able degree, the demand of that class of ambitious, worthy teach-
ers, who desire to promote themselves in this laudable way. It
certainly is not the interest of the state to derive any income from
this class of teachers. s

We ask, therefore, that the amount of $300.00, as provided in
the law above cited, be increased to $600.00, and assure the legis-
lature that the examination fees will, in all probability, cover the
amount back into the state treasury.

J. 8. Orawrorp,
C. A. SCHAEFFER,
Committee.

The statement of the fees received shows that during the present
biennial period the board have received and paid into the state
treasury $1,010, while they have drawn out $595.67, leaving the
expense of the examinations to be held December 28 and 29, 1891,
to be provided for almost entirely from next year’s appropriations.

The board thus find themselves greatly restricted in their work,
which ought to be more extended than it is. Wae think the amount
asked for by the committee is reasonable and in no way in excess
of what the examiners really need. We therefore respectfully
recommend that the legislature so amend section 8, chapter 167,
laws of 1882, that it shall read $600.00 in lieu of $300.00.

DATE OF EXAMINATIONS FOR CERTIFICATES.

1800,
L T s R e o e e A L S NrT June 2, 8.
T T e S RN 4R S g S e June 4, Bb.
e B N B e A T o oy vt sonin = S June 8, 7
L 58 N T DY e e PR S o June 9, 10,
IR BT OB, o/nc s v seios 53 a0 5 500 5as Yol p e e June 24, 25,
L LT U ey M S SRS W i e o December 80, 31.

1801,
b Y BERON s e s foeos v s P A S 2 B3 o s Sl June 2, 8
U R Ty ey ol e N, o, R AN . ) June 4, 5
Gﬂnnall.._. ........................................... June 4, 5.
Des Moines. . .., b S P e g R e e T June 28, 24,
Des Moines................ A e T s o July 81, August 1.
T e e e ST M December 29, 30.
R R R T s SO .August 7, 8.

TR e . |

s

— T |



112 REPORT OF THE [B1

FOR LIFE DIPLOMAS.

Vees samesdbaeand o s wes ssdine 24, 25, 1800,
casssssseesaassnanessesesss s December 80, 81, 1860,
Des Moines.... | s T e e s e e TR e S A ROY

Appended is a list of the names of all persons to whom state

certificates, or life diplomas, have been granted since the last report
of this department, together with the date of issue and the county
in which said applicant resided. We also append a statement of
all fees received, which have been covered into the state treasury
as the law directs, and of the name of each person in whose favor
warrants have been drawn upon the state examiners’ fund, and the
amount of the same, during the period covered by this report.
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STATE OERTIFICATES.
DATE OF TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
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STATE CERTIFICATES. —CONTINUED.
DATE OF . 5
B s i TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
June 5, 1890|M. E. McGracken...............-. Montgomery.
Jnne B, 1800[F. A, Nimoeks:...ccovervaacsnss Wapello.
June 5, 1800|Mary Pickrell...: cociviceans cavs Mauhaska.
June 5, 1800|Etta A. Robinson........covviaes Black Hawk.
June B, 18001da K. Bhaw. . ... civviiaiaana Butler.
June 5, 1800 Maude SUNSOD.. covevvrivrieennin Montgomery.
June 5, 1800, J. H. Schroeder..,.......ccvs ... Carroll.
June 8, 18001, D). ‘ThomPBO ..o/ v wairswvan s Hamilton.
June B, 1890[Ada Williams.... coverviesovrssns Cass,
June 5 1800HE B WHBOD . - v vvvivitviare i wils Cass,
June B, 1800iSusie A. YOUNZ: . ccocveevivaians Tama,
JJune B, 1800 Hannah M. Hess...........co0vvaes Buena Vista.
June 5 1800EIIA M, Clark. ..ot rersvnvomsronmd Black Hawk.
June 5, 1890{Adelin O. Gregg....ocovveeinn.an. Montgomery.
June 5, 1800/Gertrude Mitchell, ... ...........0 Jasper.
SJune 5, 1890/ Eanice Overman......ccvevnivevnn Black Hawk.
June 5, 1800 Nellie M. Btark....c:.cvvaivisvave Black Hawk.
June 5, 1800 Janet Wilson. , . ....|Appanoose.
June 5, 1800/Mary L. Stever. .. Jefferson.
June 5, 1800 Ella D. Williams .|Black Hawk.
JJune 5, 1890/ L. W. D. Coomb ..|Black Hawk.
June 5, 1890/C. A. Ensign... ..|Butler.
June 5, 1800{Alice Hurley.. .. Hardin,
June 5, 1890|Mary R. W hite. ..|Hardin,
June 5, 1800 Alice E. Wright. ..|Black Hawk.
June 5, 1890 M. A. Ainsworth ..|Webster.
June 5, 1800 Nellie Anderson. ..|Franklin.
June 5, 1800y Bunder.. ... ciissmis anaesis Black Hawk.
JJune B, 1800JA. K. Felmley. ... .. ovvsveviiees Black Hawk.
June 6, 1880 Emma L, Funk. ..., ooiasiaiai Buchanan.
June 5, 1800|William C. Moyer. .. vovovvsiiess Dallas.
June 5, 1800[Eva S. Leland. . .o.ocvveearonascas Black Hawk.
June B, 1800|Charles C. Miller. ... ..vovevvus.s Black Hawk.
June 5, 1890/Hilda G. Lundeen............. .. Jackson.
June 5, 1890/Lucy E Plummer.. c..o..ovueviias Black Hawk.
June 6, 1BROIML . Roland... . .ooomwn v wuv-|Shelby.
June 94, 18001C. T BroWer. iv..ritessres .. .../ Appanoose.
June 24, 1890 Amelin BRlOrs «...voovereesinane Mahaska.
June 94 IBOOIATICO FOItOD. . vsavvensonnrses en s |CaBS.
June 24, 1800 Charles Garrette. .coovoeveaans ++ .| Madison,
June 24, 1800 Laurence T. FF s bl S e Hardin.
June 24, 1890 Herbert G. Lamson........ A . [Mills.
June 24, 1800/ Angus Macdonald. ..\ cvvvrerinns Wright.
June 24, 1800/ Maggie A, Rms, ........ Mahaska.
June 24, 1800(Frances M. Wallace...... ........[Cherokee.
June 24, 1890/Mrs. K. E, 3 b T Plymouth.
24, 1800|George A. Bateman..... v ....|Black Hawk
24, 1800/ Adolphus W. Wier................[Cerro
24, 1800/ James F. H. e ye+vses. Fremont
24, 1800/Ella Reed. . ......oovn vn.e. PR |Hardin.
g:.' % ’gnﬁd Wi%}'ialt;a A S, .;-|Page.
24, O ATE W HEOM . o irntasiaves soaren | Page.
1, 1891|Ellen M. Austin........ccooiviens .|Cass.

1801.]
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STATE CERTIFICATES. —CONTINUED.

DATE OF TO WHOM ISSUED. COUNTY.
CERTIFICATE
January 1, 1801 Amelia M_ Allyn.. ... ... .. Woodbury.,
January 1, 1891|Anna O, T T e Nl e Hardin,
January 1, 1801 Avpa S . Aul.. .. ciiiiiniinnen Marion.
January 1, 1801(Samuel G. Burkhead ............ Buchanan,
Janunary 1, 1801/Charles K. Dunster................ Adair.
January 1, 1891 |Letta A. Davis............ | T Butler.
Jannary 1, 1801 Walter A, Ferguson...... ........ Osceola.
Janvary 1, 1891LJohn H, Garber,..... ... . ..... Adair.
January 1, 1801|Dennis M. Kelly........co000aninn Jnslpvr.
January 1, 1801Lillie V, Lambert. .. ... cocveenie. Mahaska.
Jannary 1, 1801{Clarence Messer. . ........c.o0uu.s Humboldt.
January 1, 1881|Cornelia A. van der Linden....... Marion.
Janunary 1, 1891} James W. Miller,........ ........ Shelby.
January 1, 1801 (Sadie Neyilli.coo.oviviiiaiiinaes Marshall.
Janunary 1, 18901|Clara Pogh..........o00vevnrenens Poweshiek.
January 1, 1801jAlva Pressnell.....cooovevee oonns Marshall.
Junuary 1, 1891 James L. Rose.........oco00ivess. Carroll.
January 1, 1891 Jerome W. Robey..........ooo.es Appanoose.
January 1, 18011Lida Styles........ ... Marshall.
Jannary 1, 1891/ Kate BRI < (o xsisswa i ...|Marshall.
January 1,°1801Hattie B. Shaw. ......... ... 000 Marion,
January 1, 1891 Mary Taylor. ... .....c0aveensneses Clarke.
Januavy 1, 1801 Jennie L. Tower...........cvuvne, Hardin.
Jaonuary 1, 1801 |Elmer H. White........ ......... Mahaska.
Janvary 1, 1891Lulu M. Wallaee.. . co.ooo.iovenn.. Cherokee.
January 1, 1881/Charles L. Wilson................ Adair.
Janunary 1, 1801|Allen T. Whitmer................ Guthrie.
January 1, 1891 Julien W. Case................... Bremer.
Janvary 1, 1891Warren J. Dean...........0vvunn, Keokuk.
January 1, 1891 Robert A. Jackson... ........ ... Story.
January 1, 1801 (William L. Veateh.......oooounnn Marshall
January 1, 1891 Anpa E. Wilson.......o..oooien. Ylay.
1801 Willlam MeC. Martin. , Clinton
1891 Henry 8. Edwards., . .|Hardin
1881 Helen Elliott. . ... . .. [Seott
4, 1891 Nettie A. Kepler ..|Linn
8, 1801/ Robert . Lusk., ..|Buchanan.
8, 1891|Frank H. Slagle. ..|Kossuth.
8, 1801 Annie G. Adams.. . |Muscatine.
8, 1891/C". W, Cruikshank. 0.
5, 1891|Alsina M. Aundrews. Mahuska.
5, 1891|Minnie D. Ashbrook Marshall.
b, 1801|Lillie M. Andrews. . Allamakee,
6, 1801 Elmer E., Bartlett.. Black Hawk
8, lﬂl,ﬂmnm McH. Butler. Grondy.
5, 13;91 Gonnar.. Black Hawk
. l F o e
n niﬂ!um

L
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|
| LIFE DIPLOMAS.
H

DATE OF DIPLOMA. TO WHOM ISSUED.

COUNTY.

.Jllluary l,l inmc%bﬁ lgiml.eile
) George DO s va o a7 's asl vt
h lanowmnmn Beardshear...........

ila AT N s

_ n.cu-rou

R R

DR I e

Winneﬂﬂ_k

=
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LIFE DIPLOMAS. —CONTINUED.
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SUMMARY. 3 :
L ENUMERATION OF CHILDREN.
Number of certificates issued to September 30, 1889.................. 210 '
Number of certificates issued period ending September 80, 1891.... .- 288
; Total number issued. .. ... ..o e m constitution of the state provides as follows:
Expired by Hmitation ... ....... ket Cavibraiobishnin o ygre 81 - bject to the support and maintenance of common
Number in force September 80, 1801......... A T YA R ¢ 33{ distributed toﬁ;g:tmgmu igg:mrg:g t{:.::e
~ Number of diplomas in force, 1880, ............... e Sythite, 1L T T ww““mb’ e on anzmbyy 4
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ate share of the public money
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In order to remedy this. the law should state definitely between
what dates the enumeration should be taken, in all portions of the
state. It should, in every case, be taken by the aeemtsry or by
some one authorized by the board to do it. If necessary, in 1
cities it mlght be taken by some one whom the board should
appoint in each ward, but in any ecase, the person so taking the
enumeration, should make affidavit that he believes it to be sub-
stantially correct. .

He should file with the president of the board, the names nf the
children of school age, male and female, with the names of the
heads of families, designating place of residence.

Other items should be added, such as might be useful for this
department, for the board of haalth or for the labor commissioner,
to use in the preparation of reports.

A uniform set of blanks should be prepared at this department

and distributed through county superintendents to secretaries of
mhouibouds. and no other form chonldbodlwedinthamhr

ps of enumeration,

""',;iunmthrwlﬂly of grave consideration. It has been

rod &oWyinhmhmﬁﬂmd%
M it our dutyfo bring

o W

i*-gainethammn;ta:
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AGE OF ATTENDANCE.

Beetion 1727 of the code, provides that schools shall be taught in
each district for the youth between the ages of five and twenty-one
years. Itiamcnhtoauignmymonwh these ages were selected.
- the legislature in passing the law followed the usual cus-

‘ ‘Mﬂnﬂt glvhlg it any particular thought. In Maine and Wis-
;hﬂdm

may attend school at four years of age. In the
England States, in New York, New Jersey, Mich-
» .' ﬂlﬁ K!:Mﬂl. at five ; in Ohio, Lndnmu,
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which might be eliminated if taken earlier in life. The question
often resolves itself into this—

Shall the child attend school during these years, under the care
of a wise, judicious feacher, or shall he go to school in the street!

It adds to the argument when we remember that the delay in
placing these children in schools adds to the chances of their learn-
ing to play truant, to their being attracted by their old associations,
and to their leaving school at an early age. To shut the doors of
the school rooms in Towa to all children under seven years of age
would be an act of injustice, which would affect disastrously the

, homes of the laborers and of the workingmen, whose children, at

the best, can have but limited advantages. It would take two very
profitable years out of the four years which the average child
spends in school.

In the best primary rooms there are but five school hours out of
the twenty-four in the day, and these are broken up by two hours
intermission at noon, by recess, marches, plays and songs, and
recitations. There are but five school days out of the seven in the
week, and but thirty-six weeks out of the fifty-two in the year.
Under favorable circumstances there is nothing in these conditions
to injure the physical growth or development of the healthy child.

But there is another side to the question. Too many teachers,
and parents as well, are nnwisely ambitious to have their children
pushed forward in their work. Too many school rooms are badly
lighted, poorly ventilated and over crowded; too many school
boards are disposed to assign the primary school to the rooms in
the basement of the building. These, however, are faults of the
administration of the system, rather than of the system itself.
There is a growing tendency in the state to demand of the primary
teacher the highest qualifications. Educational men and women

are closely studying those laws of growth which characterize the

mind of the child. There is more careful study today along the
line of primary work, than along that of the high school or
college. As a consequence, primary teachers are learning every
year to direct the self-activity of the child’s mind so as to make it

aid, and not to retard, his mental and moral growth. The sharp
distinction between work and play is so observed as to render
the exercises of the school interesting, while there is enongh of

mental stimulus to excite and arouse the faculties of the mind.
We believe it to be not only the duty of the state, but for her
hest interest to compel in all our school rooms the observance of
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sanitary laws, and hygienic conditions as affecting the body and

the brain of the child, and then to throw the doors wide open and
encourage the children to enter. . .

The kindergarten has its especial work with little children, and
it is not only 1‘1njuat, but it is poor policy to limit it to those alone
who are able to pay for it. It shounld be a part of the public school
system, free to all children of suitable age. . _

" Froebel’s noble maxim applies to the whole child— Come let us
live for our children.
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READING FOR TEACHERS.

We have compiled a table, to accompany this report, from esti-
mates made by county superintendents, showing the number of
papers in the state that maintain an educational column, and also
the number of educational periodicals taken in each county. To
this list of papers must be added those that occasionally devote a
column to the school news of the county, besides several that are
distinctively educational in their nature.

Many teachers subscribe for two journals, and there is often an
interchange of papers by those who live near each other.

1t would seem, then, that the amount of professional reading of
the kind referred to is probably seventy-five per cent larger than is
indicated by the number of periodicals taken.

But the value of such reading has its limitations. While much
of it is of especial worth to the young teacher, the teacher of wider
experience finds but little in it to interest or instruct. It is true
that many of these journals furnish outlines of new devices in teach-
ing; they provide excellent programs of exercises for noted days in
the school calendar, and they contain something of that harmless
gossip which characterizes every occupation and goes far to make
men akin to each other. -

The older teachers cannot well dispense with them. But they
fail to reach very deep beneath the surface; they do not provoke
and stimulate thonght; their contents do not provide the food
which ministers to the real strength of the teacher, and makes him
self-dependent, :

The reading circle usnally carries on two lines of reading, one
strietly professional, and the other for general culture.

This reading is always purely voluntary, is sometimes only
hurriedly done, and is liable to be interrupted and left unfinished.
It suffers from want of supervision and of direction towards a
specific end. There is no purpose in it.

We do not say this by way of eriticising the work of the reading
cirele for we aro in hoarty sympathy with it. It is at present the
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best means at our disposal for inducing teachers to enter a line of
systematic reading.
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SUMMARY REGARDING EDUCATIONAL PAPERS.

— I Y
\V-e ha?e the rare opportunity to organize in Iowa a system of iﬂgéﬁﬁ;i %‘-EE -éi—"é;;
reading, in connection with the normal institutes, beginning with |A5S ug;égg et E
the first year of the course, and finishing with the last. It should COUNTIES. [553 ‘EESE COUNTIES. fEE 5553
be carefully graded, and a review of the books selected should be FEEIECE 253 Sgsé
made a part of the regular work at each institute session. No HHEd L E§§EE£§
greater mistake can be made than to suppose that professional . z 2z T390 (TEATOTSON... oo T T.A,.I| ot
reading alone, that which treats of methods and devices, of the art s {%ﬂ;};!}@,‘,’f’,‘?;j; '''''''''''''' R | ‘flﬁ
and science of teaching, of the history of education, is all that is 35 i (NS i, e S } -’:;mo
necessary to the successful teacher, i R S %
He must have some knowledge of the best prose and poetry, of 3 Booms:....72 LI T 140
living authors, of history, literature, and science, of biography, : Wi 1 B
and fiction, that he may be instrumental in guiding the pupils under 1 Marion-1."7. i b
his care in the choice of books and good reading. i i N
The tastes and habits of the teacher have a very important bear- i T R [
ing for good or for harm upon the reading prevalent among the : Montgorndrs. i %
pupi_[s_ _____ g Muscatine 1 l%
No expenditure of the public money would produce richer or 3 P i %
more durable returns in the improvement of our schools than to E{ .......... il il
place the direction of the reading by the teachers of the state in the ! ettt e (S
hands of some competent person connected with the department 3 frssethsni sosnenes I -1
of public instruction. He should have authority to make out the . I
course, to select the books, and to inspect at institutes, and at other T
times, the manner in which the work is performed. 3 a0
No one should be granted a certificate until he has read at least I
one year of the course, or its equivalent, and no one should be ! Pl (B
granted a state certificate until he has completed the entire course. O

| -
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PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

: Beveral years ago we had oceasion to write some things concern-
ing the public school library, and we are disposed to reproduce a
few thoughts for the benefit of those into whose hands this report
lr;a)}; fall. T}l;em is no subject of more importance to the welfare
of the state than the character of the readin ich i
et g which is placed before

It is true that evil is embalmed in books, the meanest vices of
men speak from the printed page. It is equally true, however.
that books are the open doors through which the poorest and th;
humblest enter the inheritance provided for us by the imperial
intellects of the world. So that as an old writer says: ** Without
bo?ks God is silent, justice dormant, natural seience at a stand
philosophy lame, letters dumb, and all things involved in Cim.
merian darkness.”

We have fallen upon an age of knowledge. Men are unearthi
the buried trophies of old nations, and smné to read the recorl:ii
of the ages before the flood. The explorer is visiting the utmost
corners of the earth. Every decade sees new avenues of trade
opene.d with opulent cities. The sehool boy of to-day, who becomes
acquainted with the world’s great channels of commerce, knows the
geography of vast continents, which, on the atlas that his father
studied, were marked as ““unknown regions.”

The.lnst half centary has been especially prolific in great names,
and history can no longer be taught apart from biography. The
nations of the earth in making history, change not only boundaries
of empires, but the habits and customs of whole peoples.

Once science delighted in a few chosen worshipers. Cuvier and
Humboldt, Agassiz and Morse, were high priests in the secret
places of her sanctuary. Now she throws wide open the gates of her

Mplm, md the great refrain of her praise is full of the voices of
the common people. The mechanic or the laborer has more avenues
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of scientific investigation opened to him through books and journals,
than were known to the professed scientists of the last century.

To impart useful knowledge, and to inform the child of the
sources of knowledge, are two ends to be kept in mind by the
teacher. In both respects the text-book alone is insufficient. In
order to bring the text-book within reach of the parent’s means,
most authors have reduced it to a mere epitome, a compendinm,
embracing only certain facts or general truths.

Intelligent teaching is not content with this. Geography and
biography must both be studied in connection with history. Travels,
the lives of eminent explorers, the commercial value of a country,
must all be connected with its geography.

With physical geography the child studies the contour of the
continent, the supplies of fuel, of building material, the mineral
resonrces, and the produets which constitute the wealth of agricul-
taral states.

We have indicated but a few of the many lines which can be
successfully followed by the pupil, aided and directed by the
teacher. It is impossible to do this without books of reference.
They need not be expensive, nor many, but they should be care-
tully selected with regard to the present wants of the school.

It is one of the great benefits arising from the use of reference
books, that they enuble the teacher to guide and control the reading
of the pupil without lessening his enthusiasm. He is made to feel
that he is, in a degree, independent of his teacher, and this feeling
acts as a stimulus, increasing with every step of his progress.

The pupil thinks, reasons, investigates, compares, draws his own
impressions, makes his own deductions. If, in addition to this, he
is required to state the results in his own language, he completes
the circle of activities. Patience, work, and time, are now the
only elements needed to make the child a scholar as well as a pupil.

One other truth should be mentioned in this connection. The
time is not far distant when teachers will be examined as to the
sources of knowledge. **To what book wounld you refer the pupil
for information on such and such a subject,” is more pertinent to
the candidate’s fitness than a question embracing some mathematical
puzzle, or an isolated fact in history or geography.

There is another argnment too weighty to be passed over.
Character forms itself; it is a thing of inward growth. We can
aid its right formation, by instilling ideas of honor and manliness;
we can strengthen it by counteracting the bad influences which
environ it; but we cannot create character.
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The world does not need men of genius so much as it needs men
of sense; not so much great men, whom it is fashionable to admire,
as God-fearing men, with clean hands and clear heads, whom it is
safe to follow.

It is one aim of the schoo! to develop right-mindedness in the
pupils. That it fails to do this is the most serious charge of the
day. The enemies of the public school system regard this as the
vulnerable point, and are massing their forces against it. It does
not avail anything that these charges are, in a measure, untrue.
The main charge, that we fail to make our teachings reach out into
the homes of the pupils, is true. The mental growth of the child
at school cannot be separated from his mental growth at home.
When they are in the same line of direction the greatest progress
is made; when they are in opposing, or diverging lines, one or the
other must eventually predominate, and become the character of
the man.

The school library promises to furnish the missing link between
the school and the home. The book, in the hands of the child,
carries on the work of the school in a more attractive form, or
silently repeats the same lessons of virtue and morality which the
child hears from the lips of the living teacher.

We can not over-estimate the influence of books upon the child’s
mind. Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield gave tone to the intellect-
val development of Goethe. Irving, when a boy, read with eager-
ness Robinson Orusoe, and afterward Chaucer and Spenser. Wil-
liam Wirt read in the library of a Presbyterian minister with whom
he studied, and Whittier read Shakespeare by stealth, when at work
in the fields of his father’s farm. '

The demands upon us are beyond our resources. It is the old

" legend over again, of the brick makers and the straw. An exact-

ing public demands the *‘full tale of bricks,” fit for the builder's
use. We are not idle, but we ask for material with which to work.

Economy can be practiced in many directions. Less showy and
less expensive buildings will answer every purpose; but in those
things which underlie the intellectual and moral salvation of the
child economy is a sin.

We can not escape the conclusion that the sehool library is as
much a part of the necessary furniture of the school as the seats,

‘The day ought not to be far distant in Towa, when every township

and every independent district will maintain a free school library, and

e
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1801.]
GROWTH OF LIBRARIES AND APPARATUS—CONTINUED.
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So far the exercises had been of a general order, seeking mainly
to awaken in the minds of school children a love for trees and flow-
ers, and an appreciation of the kindred ministry of woodland influ-
ences, sunshine, and song of birds. In 1891 an effort was made to
reach more directly those springs of character which tend to the
formation of good citizens. It was thought best to encourage state
pride, and foster the feeling of ownership that would arise through

ARBOR DAY ANNUAL a careful study of the resources of Iowa, so richly diversified in

' ) soil and surface. Invitations were extended to such persons as

were known to be in ready sympathy with nature’'s moods, and to

cherish likewise a fond companionship for all of Towa’s generous

chools, first established in products, to contribute some lines of song, or a short sentiment.

ent of publie inatructiun, to be nused by the school children of lowa in celebration of arbor
and pupils. day, April 24, 1801.

This resulted in the compilation of a sixteen page circular entitled
A Forest Festival, with illustrations in harmony with the subjects
treated. Twenty thonsand copies were printed.

The introdaetion was the annual greeting of the state superintend-
ent to the school children of Towa, in letter form:

My dear young friends:—You may be tired of school and books. It is not
very strange if yon are. Grown people sometimes are tired of their work and
would like to play, a8 well as you. You are only little “‘grown up people,”
and so get weary of that which is real work to you. To-day let us drop
sohool and lessons, and spend the day in the open air, with trees, and fruit,
nnd flowers, and birds. A
Bring your teachers with you, it will do them good. Put your books in
the desk, you will have no need of them. Here is a book as old as the world
and so gimple that a little child can learn its lessons, It is so full of truth and
knowledge that wise men have spent days and nights, all their long lives in
the study of it. E
You have learned much about Iowa. You can draw a good map of the
state, and trace its rivers, and locate its large cities and towns. You know
what erops grow in the fields nnd what can be dug from its mines.
You ought to be proud of Towa! Itisa great state, it is a grand state!
There is no state in the union in which the people are happier or more pros-
perous.
Towa has a noble history which you ought to know. Years before you
were born, when there was a dreadful war in the land, the men of Iowa '
proved themselves the bravest of the brave. Many of them gave their lives B

—

The celebration of

arbor day in Towa s
Akers, superintend

in order that you might have happy homes in s free country. :
But this is not all you should know of Towa. You should learn what trees .

grow best in Towa soil, and are of the greatest use to us. When white men e
first came to live on these wide prairies there were but few trees. In some o
parts of the state there were not any. So they went towork at once to plant A
trees about their homes, and in the yards, and along the sides of their farms. P
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Men do not like to live where there are no trees to break the force of the

winds, to furaish fuel for the fires, and shade agyl shelter for the cattle in the
fields

Ihen we have many very beautiful birds that build their nests in the trees
and sing their songs to us

The wild flowers on the prairies and in the groves ean teach you lessons,

and the birds sing to you, while you gather at noon in the shade of the trevs
to rest from your work or your play.

You should also learn what fruit grows best in your part of the state. The
apple, the pear, the cherry, all the small fruits like the strawberry or blaek-
berry, these will soon be among the produets which pay the farmer best to
vnise on his land.  You ought to learn all you can about them; how to plant
them and care for them would be a good subjeet to talk about in school,

T'his arbor day annual has been made by fows men and women, and tells
You of Towa trees and fruits, and flowers and birds.

We hope you will enjoy it, and that you will learn from its use how good
it is to live out of doors and open our hearts to learn the lessons of love and

trust and beanty, which nature is so ready to teach us,
April 24, 1801,

Yours respectfuily,
Hexry Sasy.

This was followed by an outline of work, styled hints and helps.
We designate for especial study this year the trees of Towa,
kinds and habits: also flowers of Towa, with close observation, to
be continued as the season advances; and the birds of Towa. between
the children and whom a loving acquaintance should be established.
subjects are suitable for every day talks, and the work
begun on arbor day may properly run through the year. They are
aviilable for town and country alike, the thoughts they give rise to
wﬂlfoaurlm_ofhomemdluta, and stimulate patriotic sentiment,
ﬁm&qm-wnmfwmmMMw
develop a love for the beautiful.

Where trees are abundant and planting is not desirable, the
Vppvreainy Gur Lupressive 1essons remiins, tion may be
made in advance by assigning lists of words for the writing and
spelling exercises, 8 names, varieties, and uses of trees and woods;
nut and fruit bearing trees, etc. Names of birds and flowers
also be brought to notice and, and drawings upon the black-
board will be found ready aids to object lessons. Taking a vote
on a favorite tree, calling upon children to choose a national flower,
giving the children the names of trees, flowers, or birds that each

In cases where the visions of chapter 23, laws of 1859, have
‘Deen 80 fully complid with that the planting o lergs ey st

o ] i 'V ax o o -;
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3 i short exercises of marching

, Ak ot ‘2 \t:'ll’tlllul?[?;‘:oﬂft:::-lb:;ng will serve useful purpose.
e :iﬂ;:a freely introduced on this as many other days, the
et Bl-lﬂﬂl d blue I'Jlend harmoniously with nature’s coat of green.
d“ g mtl' n to names given to towns, rivers, _iakus. ete. For
s ““e;‘:l:: Lake, in Wright county, derived its name from a
: olm standing on its southeast border; again Oskaloosa,
e Py treeless site, hias, by the labors of citizens, become 8o
- 0“;“;‘1'““ it is known as the ** City of Trees.” In Mont-
dapasly 490 .. w considerable grove of red oak timber gave the
e count}(-)ak -!u a town and to a creek. Lead chiltdreu to
s of Soad lity of home by investing it with a charm of lnt‘emst.
i thﬂ}“?:;' it connectin:q; the life of the anthoress, Lydia H.
A. ety 1ae ;:’ treos in Towa, is as follows: Some of the early
- i g reatly admired Mrs. Sigourney’s poems, named the
= gl’ Keokuk county. after that lady—Sigourney. In
mitmto? the compliment, Mrs. Sigourney furnished trees for

t the public square, :
p]g:ie':'gf:rt;udiﬁe:nt Towa authors were represented in the Forest

Fustival. Two selections are given:

T

example,

SOME 10WA FOREST THEES.

ieties
ealled tate, and yet we have no lack of native var 4
i hnh tw arzfc:ieh:r fertile, but wind-swept, area, if pmperfly g
by It s a':timnted that there are about two millions of acres o ;
mw?d;h state. But that is not enough. It ought to be doubled. :;:
— im a single species we should have enough to answer -
mﬁw‘demmﬁ for resl besuty and usefulness. Our native trees are n
as they ought to be. B Sl
natural forests we lind such valuable deciduous trees
cl:l: I::;l!. blsck walnut, butternut, ash, hickory, lindeu, black wild cherry,
ocust, hackberry many others.
" roadside pmihg, m: American white elm is not emllad.h It is
udly?u transplanted, grows into & grand tree, and will live through many
gonerations. The sugar maple is also a good street tree. =
For the school yard the catalpa, box elder, and American lin nmgoodw;
m“mua last are especinlly fine shade trees. Their large leaves, _
.l suriant folinge, their freedom from insect enemies, and their fragrant an
:mmut blossoms, make them favorites with everyone w.h:“ knows mot;
' , these and many others of our native trees are worthy :
pﬁ%&d%hﬁ.hlm and natural contour should be con-
T i G B th e R, h o ud
whove, or others of less permanent value but more rapid growth, may be
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Let us plant trees. Plant them for their beanty, plant them for their use-
fulness, plant them to encourage the songsters of the forest, plant them to
add to the wealth of the state, plant them to make home a loved and sheltered

spot, the dearest place on earth.
A —Eugene Secor.

THE PINE.

My favorite forest tree is the white pine, which has its distinctive charac-
teristic of five needles in a package. It is pretty when young, exhibits its

life in winter, sings to the breeze, is a rapid grower, and in age is majestic.
—James O. Crosby.

Plant plenty of evergreens, especially white pine, a native of eastern Iowa.
It is a beautiful and stately tree, and is longar lived than any other ever-

. green, living five hundred years.
- e —E. F. Brockway.

THE TREE PARTY.

We had a fine party last night on the lawn;
All the trees and the flowers were invited,
It never broke up till the first peep of (hm:,
And the guests went away quite delighted. 1

The maple and pine gave this banquet so fine,

Wouththsmnliﬂtmma
‘The music was planned by a
mamamudwaam ,
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~

COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION.

—_—

w is very deeply interested in the approaching Columbian
to be held in Chicago, 1892-98. Our nearness to Chi-
» relations which Towa bears to surrounding states, and the
v of making a most creditable exhibition of our educational
, cannot fail to impress every thoughtful

_.ﬁ &a mm of events.
ng in December, 1890, the state teachers’ association

able to make. We issued the following ciren-
gatharhgsof teachers, throughout

vely interest in the educational exhibit, which itis -
"'15391,;&& the subject has been brought to the
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First, Whatever material is placed on exhibition must be so
arranged as to show the general character of the entire educational

work of the state, and also the special features which may charac-

terize any particular portion of it,

The educational forces of the state may be divided into three
groups:

Public schools, including all institutions under state control.
Private schools, and denominational colleges.
The special, and industrial schools.

No school of any kind, which has for its purpose or object the
education of children and youth, should be excluded.

This refers to the school work which it may be desirable to dis-

play. This work must be so arranged for purposes of examination
and study, that each section may be taken as an entirety, and yet
bear such a position relatively to others, as may be useful for pur-
poses of comparison and competition.
* Second, There must be a very complete display of statistical
history, showing the growth and development of educational
progress, along each of several lines, since the formation of Towa
into a separate territory. This, if carefully done, will be a work of
great magnitude, but at the same time it will prove exceedingly
instructive.

Third, The material educational resources of the state must be

: given prominent attention. This part of the exhibit should consist

of photographs of school buildings and grounds, of the interior of
school rooms, with schools in active operation, or without, as may
best suit the purpose in hand, of pieces of apparatus, of college and
university buildings, making in all a complete display of our
resources in this department.

This colleetion should also embrace photographs, plans of build-
ings, cost of structure, number of sittings furnished, and other
items necessary to display fully the accommodations afforded.
Maps, charts, and apparatus, of all kinds, may be exhibited in this
division. School publications by Iowa authors, school journals,
catalogues, etc. ¢

Fourth, There should likewise be a statistical statement of our
available financial resources. The amount of school funds, and
how raised, the actual amount expended, the cost of teachers, of
buildings, of libraries, the outlay for incidental expenses, and all
that goes to make up the grand total cost of the schools of the state,

‘should be clearly indicated in some striking manner.

.
B S
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Fifth, We must show the means of preparing teachers for their
work, including the growth of the normal school, and the present
condition of the county institute, with the amount of money annu-
ally expended to sustain it.

Siath. The results must be carefully tabulated so as to show the
attendance of pupils, the number of teachers employed, the condi-
tion of schools in our large cities, the number of school officers,
and the school organizations, by districts, in each county of the
state.

These are only a few of the particulars to be considered, but they
ought to be sufficient to convince the legislature that the subject needs
careful and generous treatment. To carry out the work as indi-
cated will, of necessity, require the preparation of large tablets,
maps, and charts, such as would be worthy a great state, and serve
properly to represent us before the rest of the world.
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No school of any kind, which has for its purpose or object the
education of children and youth, should be excluded.
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play. This work must be so arranged for purposes of examination
and study, that each section may be taken as an entirety, and yet
bear such a position relatively to others, as may be useful for pur-
poses of comparison and competition.

Second, There must be a very complete display of statistical
history, showing the growth and development of educational
progress, along each of several lines, since the formation of Iowa
into a separate territory. This, if carefully done, will be a work of
great magnitude, but at the same time it will prove exceedingly
instructive.

Third, The material educational resources of the state must be
given prominent attention. This part of the exhibit should consist
of photographs of school buildings and grounds, of the interior of
school rooms, with schools in active operation, or without, as may
best suit the purpose in hand, of pieces of apparatus, of college and
university buildings, making in all a complete display of our
resources in this department.

This collection should also embrace photographs, plans of build-
ings, cost of structure, number of sittings furnished, and other
items necessary to display fully the accommodations afforded.
Maps, charts, and apparatus, of all kinds, may be exhibited in this
division. School publications by Iowa authors, school journals,
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Fourtk, There should likewise be a statistical statement of onr
available financial resources. The amount of school funds, and
how raised, the actual amount expended, the cost of teachers, of
buildings, of libraries, the outlay for incidental expenses, and all
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condition of the county institute, with the amonnt of money annu-
ally expended to sustain it.

Siwth. The results must be carefully tabulated so as to show the
attendance of pupils, the number of teachers employed, the condi-
tion of schools in our large cities, the number of school officers,
and the school organizations, by districts, in each county of the
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These are only a few of the particulars to be considered, but they
onght to be sufficient to convince the legislature that the subject needs
careful and generous treatment. To carry out the work as indi-
cated will, of necessity, require the preparation of large tablets,
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SAUNDERSON SCHOOL, BURLINGTON.

IN MEMORIAM.

“*We leave our holy dead
To rest in hope. From this world’s sufferings
Their souls have fled."

J. A. NASH.

The subject of this brief notice was born in Chenango county,
New York, July 11, 1815. As a lad he received the advantages of
a country school. In 1842 he graduated from Madison university,
a leading Baptist school, and from the theological department in
1844. With his family, he eame to Des Moines in 1851, and iden-
tified himself intimately with the educational and religious history
of lowa. More than thirty Baptist churches were assisted in their
organization by this active missionary.

In 1853 Mr. Nash opened a little private school. Schools were
different then, but their gentle master ruled the sturdy pioneer boys
with love and kindness. From these beginnings, through succes-
sive enterprises, grew what is now Des Moines college.

Mr. Nash also served one term as county superintendent of Polk
county, and afterwards was deputy superintendent of public
instroetion, from 1875 to 1877,

To those who knew Father Nash so long and so well he will ever
stand forth as a pre-eminently great and good man. No misfor-
tune, no pain, no disappointment, could rob him of those christian
graces, or cause him for a moment, in his intercourse with his
neighbors, to forget his sweet, conrteous, gentle manner, or to

utter an unkind or thoughtless word.
The death of Father Nash was the result of a serious accident.

Boarding a moving train, he sustained injuries which caused his
death February 14, 1890, in his seventy-fifth year.

R. G. BAUNDERSON.
Since the last biennial report of this department the cause of

public education has suffered a great loss, in the death of R. G.
Saunderson, superintendent of the Burlington schools.




|
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R. G. Saunderson was born in Ireland in 1848, and graduated
from the state university of Iowa in 1872. In the same year he
commenced his work in Burlington as principal of the high school,
and was elected superintendent of the city schools in 1873, in which
position he continued until his death in 1890.

He was a man of sterling integrity, of tireless perseverance, and
withal of akind and gentle disposition which strongly attracted to
him both teachers and pupils. Rarely was a man so beloved by
his associates.

The work which he did in Burlington was of a very lasting
character, there was nothing showy or superficial about it.

Himself frank and open to a marked degree, he could “not
endure anything in the nature of a sham or a pretense in others.
His death was greatly lamented by the teachers of the state.

He was chosen president of the state teachers’ association in
1879, and presided at the meeting held in Des Moines the following
vear. His inangural address was one of the most able papers ever
delivered before that body.

On an accompanying page of this report is a cat of the Saunder-
gon school building, which thus becomes a lasting and fitting
memorial of his work and of the esteem and love in which his
memory is held by the citizens of Burlington.

AMOS DILLEY.

Very much of the present efficiency to which the schools of
Dallas county have attained is due to the labors of superintendent
Dilley. He possessed that strong native common sense, connected
with a rare judgment of practical school affairs, which commended
his administration highly to the people of that county.

Amos Dilley was born in Ohio in 1831. He enlisted in the
service of his country early in 1861, and remained until the close
of the war, when he was mustered out, with the rank of captain.
After teaching some time in Adel, he was elected county superin-
tendent in 1868, and held the office almost continuously until his
death, in 1890. His memory is fondly cherished by those who
were scholars in his school, or were teachers in the county under
his charge.

He was interested in the welfare of every school in the county,

~ and no labor was too great for him to undertake, if it seemed to be

for their beuetfit.
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He rarely, if ever, failed to be present at the meetings of county
superintendents, and his counsel and advice at such times were
highly prized. He was honest in his dealings with men, faithful
to his trust as an officer, and death found him at his post of duty,
patient, heroie, faithful to the end.

AN WA L
W. 0. PRESTON.

W. Q. Preston was born in Ohio in 1837, and at the time of his
death was principal of one of the Davenport public schools.

He was a graduate of the state university, and for thirteen years
was instructor in the chemical laboratory of that institution.

In his methods of teaching he was progressive and eminently
practical. As a lover of natural science he was untiring in his
efforts to interest his scholars in the study of nature. He recog-
nized the highest duty of a teacher as a builder of character, and
thus impressed upon all under his instruction lessons which they
can never forget.

He met his death on the morning of September 1, 1890, in the
collision of an electric car, in Dayenport, with a freight train.

“To him death came swift and painless,
He found himself translated into life eternal.”

J. M. M. OONNER.

J. M. M. Conner was born on a farm in Wayne county, Iowa,
November 5. 1864. His early educational advantages were such
as the farm and the rural schools of Towa offer to the farmer boys.
He graduated from the Allerton high school in 1883. He taught
successfully in the schools of his own county, and in 1886 entered
college in Quincy, Illinois. His college course was soon stopped
by sickness.

His nomination to the office of county superintendent came
unsought and unexpected, and his election, against a strong oppo-
sition majority, showed the high esteem in which he was held by
his fellow citizens. He entered upon the discharge of the duties
of his office with energy, and his administration gave promise of
great benefit to the schools of the county; but early in his second
year in office he was again prostrated by sickness. A visit to the
mountains partially restored his health, and he resumed his work;
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but in the spring he suffered a relapse from which he never rallied.
He died in Corydon, May 31, 1891, y

The life of snperintendent Conner deserves a higher tribute than
this brief sketch can pay. A career that promised great usefulness
to his fellow men was cnt short by an untimely death. But lengt.h
of days is not a just estimate of a life that had already borne fruit
in a noble character. His heart was pure and his conduct exem-
plary, He was loved by all who knew him well, and his life left
an impress for good upon all with whom he came in contact.
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REMARKS.

We have not failed, whenever we have had occasion to address
teschers, to urge upon them the necessity of inculcating in the
minds of their pupils love of country, reverence for the flag, and
obedience to law. In many cases the public schools afford the
only opportunity to implant right ideas cencerning the duties of
citizenship, and the responsibilities inseparable from it.

We have brought to their notice that the schools must be Ameri-
can, in tone and in their instructions, that the English language is
the only langnage in which the common schools are authorized by
law to be taught and that the necessities of those children who are
compelled to leave school at an early age, and go to work, should
be regarded in the instruction given in the common English
branches.

We have not neglected to call the attention of teachers to the
necessity of earefully watching over and guarding the morals of
their pupils, The state cannot exist without free schools. Bnt
free schools eannot fulfill their purpose except as they give the
children ideas of right living and right doing.

The chureh and the Sunday school teach religion. They touch
upon the side of the child’s immortality. The common school
should teach morals, thus touching upon the side of his humanity.
The one regards the future life of the child, the other regards his
relations to this world, to himself, and to his neighbors. The aim
of the one is to make a good christian of the child; of the other, to
make him a good citizen. The good citizen need not, of necessity,
be a good christian; but the good christian must, perforce, be a
good citizen. When the framers of the constitution of Towa
inserted in the preamble to that instrument the lines:

We, the people of the state of Iowa, grateful to the Supreme
Being for the biedngu' hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our depend-
ence on Him for a continuance of tlhﬁ blesaings—-ng 3
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They committed the state to the doctrine which is at the founda-
tion of all religion, no matter by what name it may be called, and
without which no civilized state can exist for one generation.

The essence of all moral training is in cultivating the conscience
of the child. It is not love, it is not fear, but that approval of his
conscience, which comes with the abiding consciousness that **T
am right” that has sustained the prisoner in his dungeon, and the
martyr at the stake,

The free school, in its relations to a free state, has a duty to
perform in the field of moral instruetionm; which it is criminal to
neglect.
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~ ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

It does not seem to us appropriate to make any extended allu-

jions to the labors of the last four years.
y have fallen very far short of the expectations cherished
A mhrednpon the office, and yet we are conscious of hav-
1 d by no other motive than to promote the welfare
1 hmmu of the state. We are willing to leave

__mﬁodnimmahtuduomany
Tlm imtitm mstruchon m o:! a




158 REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. [B1

As we look back on the field we see signs of progress on every
hand, and if our efforts have hastened or helped it, we rejoice
in this.

‘We should be wanting in gratitude did we not, before we close,
pay a tribute to the teachers of Jowa. We have worked in their
ranks for over twenty years. County superintendents, as well as
teachers, college professors, as well as workers in the rural dis-

{ tricts, have been lenient with our mistakes, tolerant of our views,
! and more ready to praise than to censure. They have bestowed

f upon us the highest honor within their gift, and aided us in our '
duties by an earnest, hearty support. May the consciousness of
" work well done in the cause of learning and the education of the
4 people abide with them always.

] The statistics which accompany this report we believe will be
found correct and valuable. Whatever merit there is in them is

due largely to the skill of the Hon. C. W. von Coelln, who has
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WEST DES MOINES.

© Presidentof board......................D. D. Freming
Secretary of board......................d. M. St. Jonn
Bupamtendent..........................F B. Coorer
‘Salary of superintendent.....................
dpdofhighschool()xxuli‘oxn
B i s e s e B1000,00
of tmehm required tp supply the schools,
-’mdmouthlyaalm'ypmd
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Instruction in the public schools of West Des Moines covers a
period of thirteen years; kindergarten, one year; elementary, eight
years; and high school, four years.

The kindergarten was established in January, 1883, in one of the
buildings of the city, and has grown steadily since, until now there
are eight kindergartens in the system employing besides a super-
visor, sixteen directors and paid assistants, together with twelve to
fifteen assistants in training, called volunteers who receive regular
instruction and training in kindergarten and give their services
without other pay. Experience has proved that those pupils
received into the primary schools from the kindergarten are better
prepared for school instruction and make better progress with less
effort than those who have not had the advantage of such training.

For four years past a teacher of physical culture has been
employed in the schools with beneficial results. Penmanship and
drawing are also under the direction of special teachers, the former
having been a special feature for four years past, and though the
latter has had but a single year's trial, the wisdom of its adoption
is already apparent.

Industrial training was introduced into the high school in 1890,
Two courses are offered, one for girls in domestic economy and
manual training, one year in each, and the other for boys in manual
training, at present covering two years and including drawing,

, . joinery and wood turning. Pupils taking either of these courses
-' are permitted to substitute for indicated subjects in the other courses
,* of which there are five: A business course of two years, an Eng-
: lish course, a scientific course, a Latin course, and a classical
omu'se. four years each. !

lay ground. the out-door recess is
ers ymcal exarc or a brief in-door recess takes the
oor intermission. Where the conditions are !&ver

| o,_on&-dnor rocess, that plan is as satisfacto
so far as diu;ip‘u_ne monlity are conoemed, and o ers

wbméwo:umweye;i.u
rwki’a?:ortuﬁm given
pﬂints‘ n the wor| assist the teacher

ofkerownnndthe

ing teachers for future

bgm for moeea is general thronghout the city. At some of
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EAST DES MOINES.

President of board.......... «...G, D. ELryson

Becrstary of board. .. ......0000vnvnnn. W. N. Hraron
Bnperin[endent ........................... Amos Hiarr
Salary of superintendent....... ..............$1,800.00
Principal of high school.. .. . . F. E. Prommer
T S TSR $1,500.00
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not ineluding superintendent. . ......... ...... 84
Number of special teachers, and monthly salary paid

T D SRRl T MY w0 0oy v 475 L s coror s mis E 100.00
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-

ing superintendent........................... 44.82
Number of our teachers who are graduates of onr

R R 50
Total enumeration, 1890.. ............c0cvvvnnn.. 5,937
Total enrollment for school year...,............... 3:684
Total average attendance. . .. .................... .. 2,521
Numherofmontl;sm school year. . i
Total expended for all from September.

1890, to Beptember, 1891,.................... 8 98.300.00
Present assessed valuation of distriet. .. ,........... 2-804:950:00
Present bonded indebtedness. . ... . ... ... ... .. '115,500.00
gmbar;fﬁmad | houses . . '10

mount uring the year for buﬂdin i
Value of all buildings and sites. . g...._.......' ey
Value of apparatus. ......................... ceeee 1,500.00
Number volumes in Iibrarlea ............. P o A : 1,089
et I N $ 1,000
Eaﬁmttod yearly average cost of bm'~books only, per soE
pupil in primary grades .. 84

Yearly average cost ot textJ:ooh only, pﬂ'

pupil in grammar grades, . . 1.42
Eaﬂmahdmﬂyawewtottmboohonly per

pnpilinhighnhonlgmﬁen. SRR Syt o 3 314
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The following facts will show the growth of the schools of East

Des Moines during the past six years:
1801,

5,967

Enrollment....... A R P T s AT 8,604,

Enrolled lnhighon’hool... .

Number of teachers.......... TR 80

Number of school buildings........ W Seis 10

llumbcr:hmlm uul ................ n

Value of bu lngs ground: ........ 2251,600 E 3 81

‘Number volumes iu libraries. . 120 1,089 RRORA-OELY.
" Vnlue of APPATALUS. .. ..erarcasrrerrerretes ‘ % 1,600 ] _ ———
Hﬁcilhugbtuamguluomdy.mdinnnderthedkwﬁonot President of board . PR

R N RS B ‘m

teacher. Phﬂdmlmu-mmmuymshamd mdm........ H. C. McN
S es sa e amEd VS m‘

iwlwnlinmutmdwthepﬂpﬂ acbos : ende C. W. Draxs
# ‘ Ot l' : L | S Aae Bs AR A AR Ad s be s s

inate session ook hen - Sa um;...z&mw
s . | high school.................W. F. Oramer

.'.-u. PR as e daAS Esda s T e ae nE ;.-n»-n’mw
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The same intensely active, progressive spirit manifest in busine ss
enterprises in Sioux City also characterizes the actions of the board
of directors. New buildings and additions, with all the latest
improvements, are springing up all over the city.

The same liberality is manifest in providing first class teachers,
and specialists to supervise them. In addition to the general super-
intendent, there are supervisors of primary work, music and draw-
ing, who are doing highly commendable work,

Primary work is presented after the most approved methods.
Music and drawing were only introduced last year, yet surprising
results are already manifest, The suggestions and inspiration of
these specialists justify the conclusion that a high degree of
excellence will soon be attained.

Other features deserving of special mention are the high school,
with its three courses of study, fitting for the state university, the
training school, furnishing us a supply of well trained teachers, and
a commercial department for business training.

A In the training school the students pursue the first five months of
| the year the theory of teaching, interspersed with some practice
: derived from substituting in the city schools. During the last five
months, practice work under a training teacher with some substi-
tuting forms the chief work. Our experience has shown that
highly efficient teachers are thus developed, who are wholly in
sympathy with all our methods and plans of work. A supply of
the best teachers, trained elsewhere, contributes fresh blood suffi-
cient to prevent deterioration.
The high schaol has a well selected library, which will be largely
d “increased us soum we the new hnilding for the high school will be
e ready for occupancy. Some of the other schools also possess
Pk, libraries. The training lehool has some quite choice volumes along
RN momlhmu.
A teachers’ library, suppomdbyﬂpermtoonmbunonofone
AL *m&’nm of each member, is growing rapidly and proving a
- very helpful factor in éoreloping a higher standard of work among
-. 'm It already contains many of the lenﬂng pedagogical

lﬂﬁﬁan&othﬂﬁxornm buildings and additions erected
st season, & ﬁmmsm,mha been secured for a high

building. Plans and s have already been
mm.mmwm&mim.om,wm is to be
_‘mhtha northwest.
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DUBUQUE.
President of board. .. ........ .. sevsae .. B DaNteLs

Secretary of board. .
Pnnclpal of hlgh school

.. Tuomas Haroie
.. Davip Comrrox

Salary, . .. %1,800,00
Number of teachers requ:red to supply the schools

not including superintendent.............. ... ‘ 94
Nurber of special teachers, and monthly salary paid

e & 75.00
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ- .

T T 47.70
Hnmbla]r olf teachers who are graduates of our high ;

T R e e e
Total enumeration, 1890. . . 103:2
Total enrollment for nchool _year ............... £ 4’ 70
Total average attendance. . . 3,29
quherofmonﬁwinschoolyear AR ; ;(;

Total expended for all purposes, fmm September,

1890, to September, 1891, . i
. 21
P‘mmmund vsllmtionotdiatrict ............... 7,4:48’80’?‘ x
mmmmlmm g
Amount paid during the year for building, .. ... o :
g;l:a::all bnﬂdi‘npandsitaer ; n‘ sa.,?’-ﬁﬁ‘&?
e of apparatus. . o T s £ L s
Nmbuutvolumuin libmrlen s - 3.00(;23
Value ‘:d libraries. . bt ; 1.533'06
Elﬁm rmlylﬂugnwutof i
pnpn in primary grades .. .. m bwh only, pﬂ 49

gw nwuge tmt of text-booh only, per
E““‘"‘*"‘! wwo!m-boohonlg,

pupil in high school grades........, ... . ... . 480

-
-

S e L_‘:g_:‘_q



168 " REPORT OF THE [B1

The people of Dubuque are satisfied with our public schools
and have always given them their cordial support.

A distinguishing feature in the Dubuque schools is the absence
of a city superintendent, the board itself taking the general super-
vision and establishing rules which provide for uniformity in the
course of study and text-books. Each principal is held responsi-
ble for the conduect of his own school, his time being divided
between teaching the highest class and superintending the various
departments under his charge.

No especial methods have been adopted here to prepare young
teachers for their work., Pupils in our schools are promoted on
the result of their examination at the close of the term, and their
general term standing.

Of the teachers employed in our public schools in 1863, few if
any were educated in the city, whilst of the ninety-six teachers
now in the regular corps, eighty-five have been educated in the
public schools of this city, and six of theése hold principals’
positions.

" The examination gquestions are prepared by the principals and are
the same in all the schools. An average of 70 on examination and
term standing entitles the pupil to a certificate of admittance to the
high school. An average of 80 entitles them in addition to a
teacher’s honorary certificate of the secondary grade on comple-
tion of the Latin, scientific or four years’ course in the high school,
and to a grammar certificate if they reach 90 on entering the high
school and complete the four years' course. Of these pupils no
further examination is required. This rule has had a very salutary
effect, not only in cansing pupils to be diligent in study in the
grammar schools, but to hold them steady to the Latin scientific

: ‘course.

e % : In our schools some attention is glven to phﬁmeulturo. such

- mmh%n deep breathing, gymnastics, exercises are
I given a8 o uonoeortwweewhdnyfmmﬂvetomnminnm

3 me of them ied by spirited
o, There is a recess ﬂ wtes mnﬂﬁg and afternoon. The
1 M‘ are encouraged to apend the same, if the weather isiavor—
on the play ground under the care and oversight of the
f}’lll. Tewh:umnotallomd to deprive pupils of any poruon
their recess for an whatever.
_ There are two divigions the lower

n attend school in the morning, the other iu th 2
~was tried hrafwyeam,bnthubeendm“"’ from
study as not having given satisfactory __.'umrtho
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DAVENPORT.
President ofbua.rd... T TR ..d. C. Brs
Secretary of board.. B Wmnua{ﬂ'unx
Superintendent .. ..J. B. Youne
Salary of sulmrlntendcnt o . .$2,000.00
l’nncipal of hlgh school . . ciess-i-.F. E. StrATION
Salary . . ’ A ERATS .. .81,500.00

Number of teachers reqmrad to supply the schools,
not ineluding superintendent... ..

Number of special teachers, and munthl} salary pmd
each, 14 at . : i S 70.00

Average monthly salary psud all teachers. aot mclud-

108

ing superintendent.. v 58.55
Number of our teachers who are graduntea of our

high 86hool. .+ cvvvuiiiiiiiieiiiii e 72
Total enumeration, 1800, . ... ... vovviriiaiiina 9,654
Total enrollment for school year................... 4,758
Total average attendance . .........oovviiie coeens 3,602
Number of months in school year. . 10
Total expended for all purposes, trom Beptember,

1890, to September, 1801 .. .. ...oovunieeinnins $ 79,059.00
Present assessed valuation of distriet. .............. 4,662,235.00
Number of school houses .. BT i A 11
Value of all buildings and ntes e l 300,000.00
Value of apParatos .o....aeoevenacrorisen 1oae 3,000.00
Number of volumes in libraries.. ... ........coonn. 1,700.00
Estimated yearly average cost of text-books only, per o

pupil in primary grades. .. .90
Edﬂmﬂhdyuﬂywmdmbmhonly, pm'

pupil in grammar grades. . .. ........coooiiiin 2.88
Estimated yearly nvmsn cost uf to:t-bookn only, per

pupil in high school. . i : 4.62

|
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The Davenport public schools were organized into an inde-
pendent school district and the graded system inangurated therein
in 1857. The next year the high school department was established.
The grammar school course includes the common branches and
embraces nine years of study. In tlie high school there are
three courses, the classical, the literary, and the English, the first
two requiring four years each and the latter three years for com-
pletion.

In 1863 a training school for the preparation of young teachers
for their work was instituted. It is still maintained, and has con-
tributed in no small degree to the efficiency and success of the
schools. Only graduates of the high schools or those of equivalent
education are admitted. The conrse embraces one year. The first
four months are devoted to reviews aud visitation of schools, the
remaining six months are devoted to the study of school economy,
methods of instruction, and to actual practice in teaching, under
the supervision and eriticism of the principal.

Early in the history of the schools drawing was made a part of
the course. It is tanght by the regular teachers in the primary and
grammar grades, but by a special teacher in the high school.

Four years ago physical culture was introduced, and a teacher
employed who is specially qualified in this line. He spends all his
time in the schools. In his absence, the teacher of the room directs
the exercises. They are given twice a day regularly in all the
rooms, In addition to the free gymnastics of the system, dumb-
bells, Indian elubs and wands are used in the upper grades.

Three veurs a cooking school was established, and a com-
petent and specially educated teacher put in charge. I.lttle beyond
ordinary plain molun is a.ttamgted The science is taught as
well as the art.  All other lines of kitchen and dining room service
receive due attention. Attendance is optional and limited to girls
of the ninth e and the high school, 236 being the number that
took lessons last year.

The next year manual training for boys was instituted. The
course embraces work in wood l!i all the ordinary wood-working
hand tools, lathe work, pattern making and munldin Other
work in metals may be added later. e pupils are tramed in
the use and care of tools, in the execution L¥p1ca1 forms of
construction, and in the rwhesl ay phutinn of these forms.
Bmmn constitutes an lm of the instruction,
Boya the high schoul and tbm of the mar schools
who are 14 years nf ?ve or aver are admitted. bership is vol-
‘untary, but once made, must be continned for the year, except for

good reasons. One hmdred and ﬂ!ty ﬁva was the attendance last

S

—— i..‘ln—-llur'ﬂ
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BURLINGTON.

President of board. . .. ..A. M. AnTrROBUS

Becretary of board .. ................ ....H. A. KuLLEY
Superintendent. .. ... oiiie ot Roperr MoCay
Salary of auperintondant A R S e S ALY
Prmclpal of lngh school .. e e e DB
Salary .. ....................$I,50{)
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,
not inelnding superintendent.................. 86
Number of special teachers, and monthly salnry paid
each, 2 at. " 90.00
Average monthly aslary pa.ld a.ll teaohers, nut mdud-
$a0 SRPREISEEEBNE. . . o o ooixwirs soe rie srmrias uss 57.00
Number of onr teachers who are graduates of our
high sehools. ......ovvvvnn.. S T P T W e 60
Total enumeration, 1890............. R Ry 8,461
Total enrollment for school year................... 3,985
Total average attendance. . ..........coooviivinan.. 2,997
Number of months in school year.................. 10
Total expended for all purposes, from 1890 to 1801..§ 59,170.00
Number of school-houses ...........ovoveevnin... 11

Amount paid daring the year for building........ . 50,000.00
Value of all building and sites..................... 175,000.00

WRIOE CEMDRIRIIE +s .« ocdins v vl vrnato s sonnnn 4,000.00
Number volumes in libraries ...........oooviieen.. 800
Value of libraries. . L 1,200.00
Estimated yearly avemge aost of text books only, per

pupil in primary grades, ........ e oA .65
Estimated yearly average cost of text books only, per

pupil in grammar grades ..................... 2.05
Estimated yearly average cost of text books only, per

pupil in high school grades............ oA, & 8.00
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Our schools consist of eight grades in the elementary schools,
four in the high school, and one in the training school for teachers,
making thirteen in all. Semi-annual promotions occur in all
grades, but the commencement exercises of the high school occur
in June only.

Our training school has a special principal instructing the pupil
teachers in didactics and methods of teaching, and requiring them
to do actual teaching under her eye for the entire year. Their
instruetion and discipline are now confined to the lowest three
grades, but the department will shortly be transferred to the finest
building in this part of our state when their work will be extended
to at least three more grades. None but high school graduates are
matriculated and of those graduated none but the best are chosen
to positions in our schools.

Writing, drawing, music, and physical culture are now super-
vised by three special teachers, and with the exception of the first
which is not in the high school, are taught throughout the thirteen
grades,

I have tried the no-recess plan and abominate it. It is in the
interest of lazy teachers, and not of the children; for whom alone
the school exists. Nor is calisthenics, which, according to Dr.
William T. Harris, **is will training to a greater extent than physio-
logical training,” much, if any, better. We have too general (out-
door) recesses daily, during wh:eh all pupils are reqyired to refrain
from study.

Each of our twelve buildings has a principal—ten are men—who,
though teaching much of their time, is required to give a number of
minutes equal to ten times the number of his assistants to daily
visitation, and to report the same monthly to the superintendent.

Our schedule of salaries for assistants below the high school, with
850 added for teachers of the lowest grade, and $70 for the highest,

upon years of successful experience, is as follows: First

yw §300; second, $375; third, $425; fourth, $455; fifth, $480;
sixth, $500.

‘Under our present plan of promotion, about seven hundred first

grade pupils were promoted solely upon the judgment of tueir

- teachers and pﬁneipall- In other grades from five to twenty per

‘cent were examined in one or two subjects, and about seven per cent

in all.  Out of two hundred and ten high school pupils remaining

the close of the year but three or four failed in two or more
while but eight or ten others failed in even one.
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COUNCIL BLUFFS,

President of board .. .................... Luctus WELLS

Secretary of board. .....................E. E. Wriear

Superintendent .. .. ............ . H. W. SawyEr

Salary of superintendent. . .......... ..82,000.00

Principal of high school. .. .. E H Eastvan

e L T $1,200.00
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not including superintendent.................. 89
Number of special teachers, and monthly salary paid

each, 2 at.. o 65.00
Average monthly aalnry pa.id all teachera, not mclud-

inge anparntendent. . i .o v o de e vo v s iaiis 56.20
Number of our teachers who are graduates of our

SR DB 0TV D s ik w5 e vy s 5 WO s 35
Total enumeration, 1890.........c..coviiivnnnnnn, 9.505
Total enrollment for school year................... 3,758
Total average attendance. .. ............ R e 2,725
Number of months in school year. . 10
Total expended for all purposes, from September,

- 1890, to September, 1891............. .8 96,974.00
Present assessed valuation of distriet............... 5,610,325.00
Present bonded indebtedness. . 110,00000
Number of school houses .. g 18
Awmount paid during the year for biuldmg S 19,126.00
Vﬂasofallhuildingsandatm v varsameen s - 310,000.00
Yalue of apparatus. . . Yar 1,000.00
Estimated yearly wreraga eoat of text-booka only, por

pﬂ in primary grades. .. Nia
ed yearly average cost of text-booka on]y, per i
Pﬁpﬂﬁfﬁmmm o R e U g 2.992

Estimated yearly average cost of text-boaku only, pag-
pupil in high sehool grades. . . B et A 5.19
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The attendance in the Council Bluffs schools for the past year
shows an increase of 528, Two modern brick buildings have been
erected within the year, at an aggregate cost of $20,000. Fourteen
teachers have been added to the corps. The board have also been
compelled to rent three buildings.

Special teachers in drawing, music and penmanship are employed.

The Delsartean system of physical culture is taught in every
school in the city. ]

In each building a ten minute recess is given, morning and after-
noon, during which the school grounds are under the supervision
of a teacher designated for the purpose.

Promotion is dependent upon the record of the pupils’ daily
work. The léarner should know many common place facts that
are found in no text-book. This information is supplied in
general information lessons. '

Daily instruction in moral training is also given,

Two half days in every semester each teacher in the city is per-
mitted, under the direction of the superintendent, to visit other
teachers in the same grade, one of the substitute teachers taking

charge of her room.

The high school work embraces three courses of study—the
English, the Latin, the business—but it is a requirement of the
school that, while a pupil may study Latin or German, he must
study English.

Stenography and ryFe writing have been added to the business
course with the hope of holding in school that class of young men,
who, prompted by a desire to engage in business, or to be inde-

dent and have money of their own, drop out of school into a
world whose full magnitude dawns upon them too late.
~ So many graduates devote their lives to teaching —thirty-six of
the present corps beinﬁ alumni of the eity high school —that a
course in didactics has added to the work of the twelfth year.

Literary and debating societies are conducted in the grammar
and high schools. _

The high school is provided with excellent physical and chemical
laboratories.

The high school is condueted on the_'cglle% plan—all the pupils,
200 in number, collecting in a large assembly room for morning
exercises, from which they are dismissed to their respective recita-

President Wells in his annual report says: **The members of the
board have a feeling of satisfaction arising from the belief that our
schools have improved much during the last year, notwithstanding
the fact that there were many obstacles in the way of their progress,
‘and will compare favorably with those of any city.”
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CEDAR RAPIDS.

President of the board. .................J. 5. ANDERSON

Becretary of board..................A. B. VAN ALBaDa

Superintendent.. ...... .................J. T. MergIL

Salary of superintendent.....................$2,000.00

Principal of high school...............AsBig 8. Assorr

L R yanis o ensel; 200,00
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not including superintendent. . ................ 80
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-

g saperintendent. .. i o vii s v ae ve e 8 46.50
Number of our teachers who are graduates of our
Total enumeration, 1890........... ..o fvivviin.. 5,635
Total enrollment for school year................... 3,964
Total average attendance .. ..............co0evve.. 3,075
Number of months in school year ................. 9
Total expended for all purposes, from September,

1880, to September, 1891....... .......... eea B 143,400.00
Present assessed valuation of distriet. .. ............ 3,405,200.00
Present bonded indebtedness. . .................... 145,000.00
Number of school-houses...................c..... 5. A4

Amount paid during the year for building. ..........§ 55,000.00
Value of buildings and sites ...................... 250,000.00
Nbo of MEEIIIE . o5 oo Coo e on be vt vn v 1,300.00

Number volumes in libraries. . .. . AN S ida T 1,000
NG OF TR 00 v v v st Lo o brfe e o §  1,000.00
Number of kintergartens proper .................. 12
Number of teachers employed in kindergarten work .. 12

Elﬁmataﬂ yearly average cost of text-books only, per
pnp:linprimarygradass .73
Estimated yearly average cost of text books only, per

_pupil in grammar grades.........oooiie i 1.29
Estimated yearly average cost of text-books only, per
pupil in high school grades ................... 4.54

-
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There were enrolled in the publie schools of Cedar Rapids dur-
ing the year 1890-91, seventy per cent of the enumeration.

No city in the country, so far as known, with a population as
great as that of Cedar Rapids, enrolls so great a proportion of
her school enumeration in the publie schools.

Total enrollment in publie schools of Cedar Rapids. . 3,964

Enrollment in private and parochial schools. ....... 577
Total number undar instruction in eity...........4,541
Enumerstion for 1890, .. ..ocovvnvde vnrvns annbonins 5,675

Number of schoel population not enrolled in school
in Cedar Rapids.......... «ooovviniieneaee. 1,184

The major part of this number could be accounted forif an
accurate census could be obtained of the following classes:

Those who have passed through the public school and graduated
therefrom and are carried on the enumeration lists for four years
after the school course ends.

Those who are absent from the city pursuing courses of instruc-
tion.

Those who are still of school age but are engaged in the various
manufacturing establishments and other business enterprises of
the city.

Those whose parents think five years of age too young for school
attendance.

An out-door recess of fifteen minutes is given to all the pupils

in the grsdes—each session. There is no systematic physical
traming in the grades. The high school has no out-door recess,
but a few minutes rest at the close of each recitation, during which
the classes are changed from room to room.

In physical training the high school has a four years’ course:

For girls—First year, S8wedish gymnastics (Ling), without appa-
ratus; second year, American, with apparatus; third year, Ad-
mead Swedish; fourth year, Delsarte.

For boys—Military drills and manual of arms.

For the purpose of preparing young teachers for their work, there

. . All who enter the normal class must have finished the
four years’ course of the high school.

I)ming:the ,yam' they must prepare and recite daily lessons in
p terature for five months, and do experimental temhmg

iala. one year normal course, not a part of high school but post
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KEOKUK.
President of board. - .............coove..8. M. OrAgx
Secretary of board.................... W. W. Jamiesox
RO e 0 716 v 5 a2 m i 023 W. W. Jamigson
Salary of superintandent e s b .. $1,500
Prmclpal of lngh school. . G E Marsha.ll
Salary .. TR e e R RS ; |
Nnmber of teachers required to supply the schools,
not inclnding superintendent .. .. .. .. 52
Number of special teachers, and mont.hly aalary pa:d
U s e B S N PR & 111.00
Aversge monthly salary paid all teachers, not inclnd-
ing superintendent . .. ............... aeer s 58.81
Number of our teachers who are gradnates of our :
T i St ok Wt R S S R 35
Total enumeration, 1890 .. .c.c..iin ueiievs .. 4,674
Total enrollment for school year.+................. 2'350
Total average attendance.. ........................ ' 1,803
gumber of months in school year.................. e 9
resent assessed valuation of district. .
Humherotuehoolhoma.......-....” ...... ..-..33,202,489.02
Amount paid during the year for building .. .. .. ... 500,
Valueo!nﬂbnildingaangmm mlg lié'ﬁgg
Value of APPAPRINE -+ . .. viiio. aoniosisen. Uy P SR
Number volumes in Libracies .. .. ...« ..\ . 300
WAIRE o HBAROIOR. v v ivvvvs oot v e 600
yearly average cont of text books only, par- ¥h
pupﬂmvnmmygrad 1.00
 yearly average cost ﬁf text books only, 15
wxdmgdmmm 2.4
¥ ¥ avi mof i : R R
popil i bigh mm rade it ok o e

e LR 5.49
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The principals, under the direction of the superintendent, act

as a board of consultation in determining the policy and conduct

of the ward schools.

The course of study covers eight years of work, primary two
years; intermediate four years: grammar course two years.

In the first and second years very little number work is attempted,
and very little is done in applied numbers before the sixth year.
Through the four years of the intermediate course language is
tanght, and the study of grammar as a science is begun in the

seventh year.
Drawing is tanght by the regular teachers; penmanship is taught

by a special teacher.

The work of the first seven years is done in the different build-
ings in the various parts of the ecity, then classes are all brought
together in the grammar school for the eighth year’s work pre-
paratory to entering the high school.

In the ward schools the classes are promoted twice a year for the
first seven years, once a year to the grammar school, and once a
year to the high school. Individual promotions and demotions
occur whenever the interests of the pupil demand them. Promo-
tions are determined almost wholly by the daily work of the pupil,
and the personal judgment of the teacher, who acts with the advice
and consent of the principal. The discipline of the schools is kind
but firm. Corporal punishment is administered only when the
parent gives his consent in writing, and then it rests with the dis-
cretion of the principal.

The recess system is partially abolished. Short recesses are
given in the lower grades, but in the higher grades they are almost
‘wholly dispensed with.

The pflndmln have about one-half of their time to give to super-
‘vision of their schools. The majority of the assistant teachers are

‘graduates of the high school. There is no provision for training
;,ronng teachers until they enter upon the actual duties of the school

hthehghlohot:luwdauieﬂmmhfomymwhichw-
lmdwulougw the majority of boys remained. To meet
this defection we organized the scientific course, covering three
.Im This course gives more time to history, mathematics, natural
‘ glish, to the exclusion of Latin, German and some

, and Es

of no recess has been tried and permanently adopted.
mmmhm&oamhﬂmm
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OTTUMWA.
President of board.... ..... ... ... .. .
Secretary of board. . D"‘".l‘::‘;'f gé\l;:rrsmu
Superintendent . . B R R P PR . .W. S:UWER
Salary of anpenntendent “ShR L 1 ;3;
Pnncxpal of ]ugh school . R C W;x
Balary. . . . uz{c::
Number of teachers required to supply the schools
not including superintendent. .
Nnml:ec;,ofi special teachers, and monthly salary pmd =
e I R e
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not mclucl—s s
ing superintendent.................. ...
Number of our teachers who are graduates of our B
high ﬂﬂhOOI......----..... "B P
Total enumerstion, I S s b
Total enrollment for school ym ................. s
Total average attendance......... . . . B
Number of school months in aohool year FE 2’;51
Total expended for all purposes, from Beptember ”
1890, to Septemiber, 1891 . . ’s 52,
Present assessed valmlhon of dhtriet . 8 427 gy
Present bonded indebtedness. . .. .. b
ifnu ::id ool boues.-_ 1111117 59,000.02
mnut Mﬂﬁnmthe R
Value of anbnndf:zs mﬁéi' huﬂdmg el o
Value of beh o ' st A0
Naug ‘mlilmalin 2 1,000.00

Value of libraries. . alis 20016000
wmwmmofm booh ' 5(00.00
ll!iumy onjy’w o

yaﬁm@m I:axtbu:l
Wpﬂmmwgndu ,cfr, o oﬂy’p“'

e --.d.-.“-.-' o s'oa

4.08

’~_—.—'~'_-L-—h=..s._ F s g’
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The Ottamwa schools are classified as elementary schools and &
high school. The elementary schools are divided into eight grades
and each grade into four quarters as nearly equal as possible. The
high school consists of four classes or grades and it requires about
four years to complete the course, Latin is required three years of
those who receive a diploma. French is studied the last year of
the course. Ottumwa schools abolished the recess ten years ago—
except that the children of the three lowest grades are permitted to
leave the room for five minutes each half day under the eye of their
teacher, but no two schools in the same building, are out at the
same time. Marching and physical exercises take the place of the
former recess. Drawing in connection with form study and model-
ing is an important featare of the course. Music has been a regular
dndytnnllthewhoolsfortwentyyurl the direction of &

under
Special teacher, lthough the instruction, except in the high schodl
ar teachers. The only special opportunity
for teach gilmwnnouﬁon'lﬂ‘m lowest.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,

OLINTON.

——

civesasss o M. M. Trrrany

....... A. H. Papbpock

v renean. 0. P. Bosrwick

os bnarieas oo @1 ,800.00
Junia J. Sweer
I vo“Mlm
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The public schools of Clinton are organized in two departments:
olementary, embracing a nine years’ course of stady; and the high
school with course of four years. In the elementary department
no time is fixed for the completion of a grade, but classes of aver-
age ability usually advance in regular order from year to year.
The time for premotions and general re-classification is at the close
of the school year, although promotions are made at any time a
class may have completed the work assigned them.

Drawing is one of the established branches, and its introduction
has proved a great advantage to the pupils.

Vocal music was introduced one year 8go, under the direction of
a special teacher, employed two days each week.

The high school offers three courses, Latin, German, and English,
each requiring four years. Graduates of the Latin course are pre-
pared to enter any course of the state university. High school
graduates receiving appointments to teach, serve one year in the
training school under the direct supervision of a skillfal teacher,
who gives them instraction in primary methods. '

The new high school building furnishes elegant and commodious
accommodations for the library and the high school. It was
erected at a cost of over $40,000, and is one of the finest school
buildings in lowa.

‘The public school library has over 4,000 volumes, and is open
to the members of the high school and the three upper grades of
the elementary department. The pupils are guided largely in
their reading by a fixed course, supplemented by the judgment

and advice of their teachers. The high school also has the exclu-
sive use of the Irving library, comprising 800 volumes carefally
selected for their especial use. This library, augmented by
numerous reference books, represents the produet of various enter-
tainments given by the p ils during the past ten years. A record

is kept of the books read v each pupil, in accordance with a pre-
- scribed course of study. ' -
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MUSCATINE.

President of board..... .... cooiveneee....F. REPPERT
Secretary of board.... ...........ooe..od. Ho Lukess
Superinteudent............ e et o o B s YWITTER

Salary of superintendent ..............c...0n. £1,500.00

Principal of high sehool..................E. F. SouALL

R e TR T T T DR RU Y YRR $1,000.00
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not ineluding superintendent.. ... ... ... 49
Number of special teachers, and monthly salary paid

each .. 63.00

Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-

ing superintendent.. ..o 50.70
Number of onr teachers who are graduates of our
Total enumeration, 1890 ..............coooeunenn 3,301
Total enrollment for school Year. .............. ... 2,162
Total average aendamee. . ... ... ccoviriis soans 1:581
1be 9.5

Total expended for all purposes, from September,
1800, to Saptember, I891..........oooooi® 33,695.00
Present ; | valuation of district........ e tia 2,037,600.00
RSN - o v« o v i+ 14450000

- T 8

I buildings and sites. . ....ooe oo ....§ 110,185.00

| ,_ _'_' 'll R R BRI e sy by vie 1 mw

A I ‘&"m}l-q i LB AU A AR g AR A : sm
ly av '- ﬂ'lltdf ext-books only, per o8

| m{:iof'q-;a-o.-éh- ..n.-ai'- air" v'-'m
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Muscatine owns four fine brick school buildings, each having an
average capacity of four hundred. These are all seated with the
best modern school furniture, and have a liberal supply of
apparatus and appliances. Nearly twenty-two hundred children
were enrolled in 1890-91, in charge of forty-nine teachers, with one
superintendent. The course of study adopted in 1864 has been
slightly altered in all the grades, but most in the higher grades.
Our course now covers twelve years. For the past eight or nine
years we have had a special teacher in writing and drawing. for
which the outlay seems well expended. Music has also been
taught, although not at present in our course. -

Physical culture has received considerable attention during the -

past six years. Teachers and pupils in all grades enjoy these daily
exercises.

Children in the first, second and third g'ra.dea are released morn-
ing and afternoon after a session of one and three-quarter hours.

It has always been a weak point in our school system that the
good and vicious are thrown together away from parents, or teach-
ers, away from all restraining care. The recess was the one great
opportanity, and many a pure little girl and boy were led astray.

It seems to be an axiom, that either the children must be care-
fully supervised by the teacher at recess, or there should be no
recess. To the recess was charged much of the disorder in the
school, and it is believed a considerable part of sickness, especially
colds and all kindred disorders are directly traceable to the recess.
Had the recess enough redeeming qualities to justify its continu-
ance? It was deemed wise to make a trial to abandon recess.
Six years ago we ceased to have recesses, gave the children the
fifteen minutes by closing earlier, and finally all grades closed
together in the afternoon at 3:15, beginning the session at 1:30.
Almost every child goes home to its diuner. The people of the
city whose children are in the schools appear to be well pleased,
and it seems to me doubtful if we could return again to a recess.

It has been the policy of the school management for many years,
to retain the able and efficient teachers as long as they desire to

stay. Teachers are required to hold a first-class certificate from the

county superintendent, and in addition to this to pass an examina-

tion in algebra, physical geography, physics, general history or
botany. Eighty per cent of our teachers at this time are graduates

of our own schools.

1801.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 85

MARSHALLTOWN.

Presidentof board .. .. .................A. F. Harapaxn

Secretary of board, . ..................J.G.Tam-nm

Superintendent. . sl it e s B ROGERS

Salary of snpermtendent s ssineive s o 81, 800.00

Principal of high school .. .. Berraa L. Brown

i b A T 2 $900.00
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not including superintendent .................. 57
Number of special teachers, and monthly salary paid

B R B e Rl 5.7 5 #id 4, 5 S s 6158 hv e 5w 5d o mian $ 60,00
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-

ing superintendent.... ..........c...oiin.. 55.80
Number of our teachers who are graduates of our

A e S R . 13
Total enumeration, 1800..............cocovvn.n,.. 2,663
Total enrollment for school vear. .................. 2,049
Total average attendance .. ....................... 1,566
Number of months in school year.................. 9
Total expended for all purposes, from Boptember,

1890, to September, 1891..................... $  42,688.00
Present assessed valuation of distriet. . .. .. S 1,539,859.00
Present bonded indebtedness. . e | 7
Vﬂnanfullhnﬂdtngumdnm civeranany o8 118,000.00
Value of apparatus. . . v R e P 200.00
Number volumes in libramu TR B 400
Number of kindergartens pmper 2
Number of teachers employed in kindargarten work. 4
Estimated yearly average cost of text-books only, per

pupil in primary grades, .. .8 1.09
E_mnmed yearly average cost of tsxt-booku only, pér

~_popil in grammar grades. .. - 2.24
EAtimated yearly average cost of text-books only, per
Pnpdmhlghnhoolgmdu..... bs e 4.44
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The schools of this city have made steady increase in attendance
for the past five years. We have found it necessary to open from
one to three additiopal schools each year. The present facilities
are ample and probably will meet all requirements for some years
to come, The course of instruction now includes the special
branches of drawing, penmanship and music. Physical culture
receives attention in an incidental way, and is combined as far as
possible with instruction in hygiene. After a brief experence in
omitting recess, the program for the day now includes a regular
out-door recess each half day session. Out-door exercise under
favorable conditions of weather, does much to remove the neces-
sity of physical exercise in the school room and under the restraints
of class methods.

Drawing has been maintained under a special teacher for the
past three years, The Prang system has been adopted, and very

ifying results have been obtained. Music is under the diree-
tion of a special teacher. Instruetion in penmanship receives
special supervision by the teacher of the commercial department of
the high school.

No special provision has been made for instruction in manual
training. Much of the instruction in drawing takes the form of
handieraft work, which is done out of school hours.

A large majority of the teachers selected have received prepar-
ation in colleges or normal schools,

About one guarter of the present corps are graduates of the high
school here, without any additional preparation for teaching except
that afforded in the county institute. As a condition of employ-
ment in the city schools the board require at least one year's sue-
cessful experience after having graduated from the high school.
This experience is usually obtained in rural districts.

The teachers employed in the kindergarten department are all
under pay, no volunteers being accepted or permitted.
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FORT MADISON.

President of board. . .. ........c. ..ot

pew vy B RATLIEY

Secretary of board......................J. EiNsrANGER
Bn.perintendant...... I oW TS SRS TN AP, L 3 3 1, 5

of superintendent..........coooovinanns £1,250,00
Principal of high school........... Cuarres URUIRSHANK
BALAEY .. oo v cv st vnsasnriontanas cosnaiaaatians $630.00

Number of teachersrequired to supply the schools, not
ineluding superintendent. ...........c...oo.0es
Number of special teachers and monthly salary paid

Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-

ing superintendent.. .. ..., 42.00
Number of our teachers who are graduates of our

S R e 10
Total enrollment for school year ................... 1,500
Number of months in school year............ ... g
gme:nmlm .......................... 7
Value of apparatus. . .. .. T g
Number volumes in libraries. . ................ ... 30
Value of libraries ... .. .. .. Ry 3 = S - % 50.00

e e

m" 48 80 Be e Laen s ' .m
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CRESTON.

—

sident of board......................RosErr Bsser

ry of board.........c.ioinninve..d. M. Soure
y of superintendent. ... ..................51,400.00

dhighmhoolo E. Frexon

-.,.i- l.'lolqitt--h' A $ 8 48 b4 u s au e -o‘l,l%o
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The public schools of Creston have not attained their promi-
nence among the excellent school systems of Iowa by giving undue
attention to specialties or to novel methods of instruction, but
because of acknowledged honest, thorough, and systematic efforts
along all lines of school work. The plan of grading and classifi
cation is sufficiently systematized to secure economical expenditure
of teaching force, yet elastic enough to allow each pupil to do his
best,

The discipline of all the schools is excellent and the good will
and cordial co-operation of the people most gratifying. The high
school has a fine building, a large enrollment and is a strong factor
in the educational work of this section of the state.

There are no distinetive kindergartens; but kindergarten material
and methods are employed as far as practical, in the primary grades.

Earnest efforts are being made, with some evidences of success,
to strengthen what is believed to be, at present, the weakest part
of the graded school systems of America, viz.: the grammar
grades.

The teaching of music, drawing and writing is supervised by
special teachers.

Fifteen minute recesses are given during the fall and spring
months, five minutes during the winter months. No recesses at
any time in the high school building. .

It is the policy of the board to retain competent and faithful
employes, hence the term of office of teachers is considered secure
when they have once proved themselves to be worthy of confidence
and support.
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IOWA CITY.
RO OF DORPAL - o3 coveins msinie s v vyoin v nee s s, W, JIKE
Becretary of board................ec0l W. T. Jackson
Superintendent.. .......................W. T. Jackson
Balary of superintendent......................$1,600.00
Principal of high school. ... ....... ... ... <.E. L. Porter
B Lt O e e s e+ 05200200

Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not including superintendent.. ................ 35
Number of special teachers 2, monthly salary paid
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-

ing superintendent. ........ AT A e 49.75
Number of our teachers who are graduates of our

e R R R 15
Total enumeration, 1890.................... s 5 wiadlidl 3,642
Total enrollment for school year, .................. 1,432
Total average attendance. ............cc vnvivaenn. 941
Number of months in school year........... RN 9.5
Total expended for all purposes, from September,

1890, to September, 1891......... ............ $  30,014.00
Present assessed valuation of distriet............... 7,664.593.00
Present bonded indebtedness. . .................... 25,000.00
Number of school-houses....................c.... 8
Amount paid during the year for building.......... & 6,830.00
Value of buildings and sites....... ............... ~80,000,00
(BN OE WOTMMPRIA S . &« > 'vi00 55, s 6,10 ~basions s saivh s 600.00
Number volumes in libraries. ............. sccelle e 500
O ANONINISRR G 17 . 15 - v i bnisas £5 S oo s & 250.00
Estimated yearly average cost of text-books only, per

pqpilinprlx;:srygmdesb ............. f12

nated yearly average cost of text-books onl I

pupil in grammar grades. ........ ..... el 1.84
| yearly average cost of text-books only, per

pupil in high school grades............ ....... 5.23
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The close of the year was marked by the retirement of super-
intendent W. A. Willis, after seven successful years of service.

In his last report he expresses satisfaction with the work of the
schools in general and with the employment of aspecial teacher of
drawing and penmanship during the past two years. He also
recommends the employment of a special teacher in music, as well

- as the adoption of the synthetic method of teaching reading.

These suggestions met with a hearty response from the board.

The synthetic system has been introduced with satisfactory results,

and a special teacher of music employed with equal gratification to

all concerned. Liberal appropriations have also been made for
purchase of the Prang models in wood.

N

Pl S year was the appropriation of $25,000 for the erection of a new

high school building, an improvement greatly needed.* The build-
will be a credit and ornament to the city. A small but tastefnl

I'tghqn the most important event in onr school history the past

- has also been erecfed in the extreme north- _.
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OSKALOOSA
. ¢ President of board. . A A W. H. Suaw
ma:yofboard N s il Wi, IO
Superintendent. .. ...... WS TS R e 0. C. Scorr
Salary of suparintandent.......... Sa Alp A ey s B 5O
..Of high school .. cvee...G. H. SteMrrE
of teachers required to supply the aehooln,
including superintendent.................. 34
wmm&mn&ly nlarypnid

------ BEs s sl esee s vy s e oo}o.‘ 70.&
salary paid all teachers, not includ-

LR LR I RO R R i A R ST e 511“
‘_nhomgrldumofour '

9- 4---4-4.--.:»'0.:.0 ------------
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Oskaloosa has five school buildings, named Lincoln, Jefferson,
Webster, Grant, and Whittier. Estimated value of buildings and
grounds, $120,000. The school grounds are large. School hoars,
9 A. M. to 12 M., 1:30 to 4:00 p. ., with a recess of fifteen minutes
near the middle of each session, primary and grammar grades
going out separately. The high school has no recess, and is excused
twenty minutes carlier each session, for this reason.

Oskaloosa has employed only seven superintendents in a term of
thirty years. Present number of teachers, thirty-seven.

Much attention and thought has been given to the high school.
The course of study prepares for the university. Number of
graduates: Eighty-three boys, two hundred and forty-six girls:

‘total, three hundred and twenty-nine.

Physical culture receives daily attention, under a special teacher.
Music has become a required branch in our schools, and great
credit is due the efficient instructor. A special teacher of drawing
and penmanship entered upon the work in September, 1891.
Manual training, the teaching of sewing and baking, has been con-
ducted with excellent results by the ladies’ society of the city,
aided by an appropriation of £200, granted by the school board,
at its annnal meeting. This industrial school meets in rooms fitted
for the purpose, from 2 to 4 r. »., Saturdays.

A class in didacties is organized each year from members of the
senior class in the high school. Their course embraces study and
visitation of schools. After one year’s successful experience in
country schools, these pupil teachers are favorably considered in
the selection of new teachers in the city schools. Grade meetings
are an important feature of the work of the schools.

Kindergm'enu have been established in Jefferson and Grant

The teachers' literary social, an organization of the teachers of
the ecity schools, holds stated meetings of a literary and social
nature, to which patrons and citizens are invited. The ties of
acquaintance and friendship here formed, unite people and schools.
Out of these meetings grew the Annual Educational Banquet.
This has been a strong factor for the moulding of public sentiment
in the interests of the schools.
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BOONE.
I’reaidentofbnard..A...-.........‘......... JLAP
oootetary of board .. .. ...... ... it IJ ]?I ?S;r:::'
Puperintendent. ..................0000.. G. I. MiLLer
Balary of anponntendent T e i b .. $1,500
Prmc;pal of h:gh school . . L AR Swn: Rior
Number of toachera required to supply the schools

not including superintendent.................. ’ 23
Number of special teachers, and monthly salary paid

B v o3 ¥ v e gt e S T T § 40.00
Average monthly salary paid all teachors, not includ. '

INg superintondent. . ... .. i .. i i e, 51.40
Number of our teachers who are graduates of our .

L g N S R 5
Total enumeration, 1890. 1,523
Total enrollment for nehool ym ................... 1'251
Total average attendance . . 1‘090
Number of months in nchool year ’ il

Total expended for all purposes, fmm Beptember,

1890, to September, 1891, . .

Present assessed valuation of district. . ... ... ... i ség'ggcl; o
Present bonded indebtedness. . . S o s A R TION-OFY
mozﬁoolhom.- ....................... T b

uildings and sites......,........ .. . .
B iy e 8000000
Number of volumes in librarics. . .. .. .. .. ... . . . 1,800
‘Value of libraries......... ...... . % 1,500.00
Mymlyﬁwmo!mhooksonly,per R
pupil in primary grades . AT

Elﬂmﬂdyuﬂyawmofbaxthoohonly. per
. pupil in grammar grades. .. .. ... 2.05
Mrnmyamdtenboohonly, . S
Pﬂliﬂinhuhi;_._::gndu Sl s VA
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A wide-awake and public spirited school board assisted by an
appreciative and intelligent public makes the Boone schools strong
in all kinds of school work. In selecting teachers the utmost care
is taken to secare none but the best—teachers who know their work
before going into the school room. Our teachers are continued in
service justas long as they wish to be, the only requirement being
good, honest, faithful work. No teacher has been retained or en-
gaged in these schools for the last six years through any social,
religious or political influence whatever. The motto of the board
is *‘do good work or resign.”

Our lugh school with full four years’ course, prepares pupils for
admission in most of the eastern colleges. Having now two in
Wellesley, one in Vassar, one in the Polytechnic of Boston, and
scores of others in other colleges, all entering without examination.
Twenty-eight pupils left Boone for college work last September.

The high school library, with about eighteen hundred volumes of
choicest works on travel, science, fiction, etc., is open to pupils
above the fifth grade. The value of these books to our pupils can-
not be estimated in dollars and cents. Our ward buildings are all
well supplied with cyclopedias, dictionaries, charts, maps, globes
and everything necessary for a suceessful prosecution of school
work.

Music is a regular study—the same as geography. The per cent
of pupils who cannot learn m usie is about the same as that of any

other branch of study. With the proper care and training all

pupils do good work in music. The study has assisted us in mak-
ing better readers, and the influence over pupils toward better
e cannot be questioned.
‘About one fourth of our teachers are graduates of our schools,
having been fitted for the work they are now doing.
Fifty per cent of our high school pupils are boys. Twelve boys
inonrwentgmduﬂngdmo!dghm
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LYONS.

President of board............covvv...B5. W, GArRDINER

Secretary of board. .................... I. N. MaxviLLe
Superintendent . . : ciwssassess oo Ho E. Rosains
Salary of supenntendent T .. $1,500
Princxpal of lugh T e S T Mun' J PAulu
Saiary . . BT00
Number of teachers reqnlred to anpply t.he schools,
not including superintendent. . .. .. ............ 23
Number of special teachers, and monthly salary paid
B MRt voele i 73 P o il sy AT - 46.00
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-
ing superintendent, . ............. ...l 41.00
Number of our teachers who are grndnates of our
S T S DO P IS e 14
Total enumeration, 1890.. ..., 1,972
Total enrollment for school year .......... A 1’172
Total average attendance .. ’761
g::lbw of months in anhool yeur 10
expended for all purposes, tmm Bephumbar
1880, to September, 1891.. .8 13,606.00
anivalu-hono!d:miet eeen. 689,008.00
Present bonded indebtedness. .. 6,000,00
Hwb:! of n:&ol R % & v i .00 . A o N e T
Value of all buildings and sites. . . - .
Value of spparsiue. ..........::::::' 0
delmuinnbﬂriu Rt %7
B R DRI v v 5 o iy oo vnsiimins i $ 380
mMswmdmboohonly,pu <
mm w cost of text books only,
Mhmm 1.41
yearly average emtof text booh enly
mhmmm ERCR R ) '-60’ . *-1«
iy
T

R g
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The school population of Lyonsis 2.118 of which some 1,200
are enrolled in its public schools. We have four school buildings,
all of brick and all are well filled, so that we shall be obliged to
erect another house in the near future.

Our school year consists of ten months. Each day is divided
into two sessions, the first beginning at 9 a. m. and closing at 11:30,
the second beginning at 1 ». ». and closing at 3:30 the year around.

Weo have no stated recesses, having abolished them some nine
years since and should be anwilling to return to the old plan of
stated fifteen minate recesses. Space will not permit a full discus-
sion of the subject here but I shall be glad to correspond with any
teacher who desires to know more of the details of the plan.

Our sessions for chart classes close at 10:30 A. M. and 2:30 ., M.
for first grade at 10:45 and 2:45; second grade 11:00 and 3:003
third grade at 11:15 and 3:15; fourth grade at 11:20 and 3:20; fifth
grade at 11.25 and 3:25; from the sixth to eleventh inclusive, at
11:80 A. s and 8:80 ». ». By this plan the younger pupils are at
home before the older ones are dismissed.

Instead of recess we have free gymnastic exercises in each room,
at about the middle of the session, with the windows open so as to
secure a complete change of air.

We have a special teacher of drawing and one of penmanship.
The instruction in these branches from the fourth to eighth grades,
inclusive, is all given by these special teachers. These teachers
alternate with each other so that the pupils in a given room have
drawing one day and penmanship the next. We like the plan and

hopo'mﬁmetoomditmthapﬁmuygndu.
The number of pupils in our schools has more than doubled in

the last ten years. The increase has been steady and our growth

has been a healthy one. The educational sentiment of the city
has kept pace with the needs of the schools and we are reasonably
wdl nppihtl with supplementary reading matter, libraries and
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FORT DODGE.

President T R Bl - D. K. Lincorn
Secretary of board. ... ..................D. A. WrLLer
Buperintendent . .. ...........iiiiiiaa.s F. C. WiLpgs
Salary of superintendent..... ... ........... ..., £1,500
Prineipal of high school ... ............. Ipa L. SCI;ILL
i e R PR

Number of teachers required to supply the schools,
not including superintendent. . ......... ...... 23
Number of special teachers, and monthly salary paid
I N o v e v. v DRl a e L e et s sb e s 45.00
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-

T T R DR EE - 44.00
B e e
Total enumeration, 1890.. .. .....ccvvvrunieeerannnn 1,763
otal enrollment for sshool YEar................... 1144
Total average attendance, . .. .....c.vvvuviviinnanss '800
Number of months in school year.................. Y
M'Immwdm :3- purposes, from September,

1890, to R W
Present assessed valnation of district. .............. : sss:mgg
whw;:ﬁmnm en B
Amount paid during the year for building .. .. .. .. o 573.00
;ﬁ;dmhﬂaﬂpuﬂ-dw.........g............ eﬁ',.ﬁ'éﬁfﬁg
iﬁgdw. .................... 1,060.00

umber volumes in libraries..................... 500
stim yearly average cost of text-books only, per
3 _Whﬁ;.mmi’;lluollfll-llt‘ccio-y-‘ l“
Estimated yearly average cost of text-books only, per

510
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The high school building is a twelve room brick structure and
there are five other buildings, ranging from one to four rooms, in
use for school purposes. The distrietis completing and will have
ready for occupancy after January, 1892, a model eight room
building with all the latest improvements for heating, ventilating,
basement, playrooms, ete., at a cost of about $15,000.

The enrollment in our public schools for 1800-91, was 1,144,

Physical culture is not included in the school exercises, the
natural location of Fort Dodge and its healthful environment,
afford to our youth the necessary amount of physical exercise.

Drawing is not made a special feature, but practice is given in
the illustration of daily work from the first to the twelfth year,

inclusive.

From December to April the recess period is shortened to five
minutes’ duration.

There is no teaching which could be classed under the head of
manual training, in the general acceptation of the term.

Teachers’ grade meetings are held at the call of the superin-
tendent.

In all centrally located buildings only one year grade, or eclass,
is assigned to the teacher. Opportunity is thus afforded for indi-
vidual assistance during the study hours, and the teacher is not
obliged to hasten from one recitation to another.

Our teachers are not hampered by hourly, daily, weekly, or
monthly reports. A term report of the attendance is all that is
required.

Pupils are promoted, or remanded to former grades, at any time
during the school year. _

There are two recitations daily in mental arithmetic, in the
primary classes, and daily drill in all other grades to the high
school

Business forms are taught daily in the sixth grade, twice a week
in the seventh grade, and single entry book keeping is given forty
minutes twice each week in the eighth grade. Double entry book
keeping and commercial law are given daily recitations of forty
minutes each, in the second year of the high school course.

As a rule, in grades below the high school, reading lessons
“‘at sight.” Reading for eighth grade from English Classics,
Riverside literature series, and historical classic series.
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ATLANTIC

President of board .............
Becretary of board.. .. ..........

IC INSTRUCTION. 201

vivesanssT. G. STRINKE
veusseoa B B WaIPPLE

Spperintendent. ............c.ii. .00 .. d. J. MoCoNNELL

Salary of superintendent............. ... .... oo B1,600

Principal of high school.............. . E.Lexy M. Avsmin
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not including superintendent.................. 23
Average monthly salary paid all teachers, not includ-

IBQ PUPERIRLERAONE: o ¢4 ¢ v aiv v 6 oot onnene vernns 49.25
Number of onr teachers who are graduates of our

A Py e O 4
Total enumeration, 1800...............c.000onn... 1,636
Total enrollment for school year................... 1’299
Total average attendance. . .. ...................... ’931
Number of months in school year............. ... .. 9
Total expended for all purposes, from September,

1890, to September, 1891...................... $  26,318.00
Present assessed valuation of district. .. .. .. ... ... 821,813.00
Present bonded indebtedness. ... ... ... .. 40,000.00
Number of schoolhouses .................... ... 4
Amount paid during the year for building........ .8 6,508.00
Value of all buildings and sites. .. .. ........ ... ... 60,000.00
Valoe of '295.00
Namber volumes in libraries ...... .. ... . . . - 200
b R NN R
Eshmated yearly average cost of text books only, per '

pupil in primary grades............... ... .. .. .80
E-tinmedyem-ly average cost of text books only, per

pupil in grammar grades ............. ... .. .. L.40

ted yearly average cost of text ks only, per

pupil in high school grades.............. .. .. 2.90
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The schools of Atlantic have grown as the city has grown.
Reference to old reports reveals the fact that the teaching force
has been more than doubled within the past twelve years. School
attendance has increased in about the same proportion. The aim
in the administration of the schools has been to emphasize the work
in the common branches. The high school, however, has not been
neglected. The graduating class of 1891 numbered twenty-six.

Four substantial steam heated brick buildings serve to furnish
accommodations for the children of the distriet. At the present
rate of growth, however, another building will soon be needed. |

The recess, by a process of evolution, has nearly been eliminated.
In the higher grades it has been abandoned entirely, but in the
primary grades short intermissions are allowed. The change has
been satisfactory to teachers, pupils, and to most of the people.
A close observation of results warrants the statement that the
movement has been a wise one. It has promoted continuity of
work, economy in time, as well as good deportment among pupils
in the building and on the grounds, and so far as can be seen no
detrimental effects have resulted.

In instruction no effort has been made to specialize any branch
of work, but rather to give to each branch in the curricnlum its due
proportion of time and attention. *

Drawing only has received less attention than the other branches,
while especial prominence has been given to mental arithmetic in
the grammar grades and in the lowest class in the high school.

The school board has adopted the plan of selecting one member
of the graduating class each year, who, after serving one year as
a supply teacher without salary from the district, if successful,
receives a position as teacher,

The policy pursued in the administration of the schools has been
conservative rather than radical.
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LE MARS.

President of the board....................P. F. Datron

Secretary of board........................Frank Koos

Superintendent ..............ccoooeei oo ..d. WL Love

Salary of superintendent........................ 81400

Principal of high school.............. Franores MaaNuss

I e S S Iy s WP T C RN |
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not including superintendent. . ................ 19
Avera.ge monthly salary paid all tea.chers, not includ-

ing superintendent. . Tu R 54.43
Number of our teachers who are graduates of ¢ our

T e T W S e 1 T 1 |
Tt SEuaorntion;, 1880 ..o ... ovvrivoins voesnnios coss 1,438
Total enrollment for school year..... ............. 980
Total average attendance ...............c.c.covivnn T18
Number of months in school year ................. 9
Total expended for all purposes, from September,

1800, to September, 1891.... .. ... ... veeneins $ 20,910.00
Present assessed valuation of distriet.............. . 582,840.00
Present bonded indebtedness. . .................... 29,000.00
Number of school-houses................cco.o..e 3
Amount paid daring the year for bmldmg o8 2,748.00
Value of all buildings and sites. . Gt o 00000100
Valune of apparatus. . 550.00
Nmbarvolnmeamhbmnes...................... 445

IRRING O BBRIIOR ..., oo v s g siossiiindues i A0

L
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EAST WATERLOO.

President of board ...................F. M. SHOEMAKER

Secretary of board.......................Lewis Licary
BUDBRRLOMABNE « i vx &0 o it s i b ok F. J. Sussions
Salary of superintendent........................$1,500
Prineipal of high school................ . Lypia HixmaN
A Rt e Mo e e S e L T
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not including superintendent.......... 22
Number of special teachers, and monthly sa.lary pald

each, 2 at . e et | 50.00
Average monthly salary paid aIl teachers, not mclud

ing superintendent.......... : 47.10
Number of our teachers who are gra.dnates of our

high school. . 5
Total enumeration. 1890 .......................... 1,370
Total enrollment for school year................... 957
Total average attendance.................cc.oueen. 707
Number of months in school year.................. 9
Total expended for all purposes, from September,

1890, to September, 1891.. 3 o .8 14,957.00
Present assessed valuation of district............... 701,422.00
Present bonded indebtedness. . .................... 22,000.00
Number of school houses, .. ................. AT, 5
Value of all buildings and sites......... ..¢....... 8 54,000.00
WAne 08 RPPBIAEES. &« o cms o e oy wnsianmnincs b ass 500.00
Number of volumes in libraries. .. .......... ...... 400
TN ALy s NI A R S P $ 300.00
Esnmsted yearly avera.ge cost of text. books only, Imr

pupil in primary grades........... i 148
Estimated yearly average cost of text booka only, por

pupil in grammar grades. . ..............000.0n 1.91
Estimated yearly average cost of text books only,_ per

pupil in high school grades.................... 3.84
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Our school eonveniences are good, though not the most modern.

Last year out of a school population of one thousand, three
hundred and fifty-seven there were nine hundred and fifty-seven
pupils enrolled in the schools. Ten years ago the school popula-
tion was one thousand, one hundred and twenty-two and the enroll-
ment six hondred and forty-nine.

Something more than a year ago vocal music was added to the
conrse of study: with few exceptions pupils enjoy this branch.
This study tends to develop the chest capacity and lung power of
pupils; it is belping to soften and modulate harsh voices; it is
making school more attractive; it is stimulating a desire for culture
of other kinds. As an aid to proper expression in reading it has
more than repaid the cost,

Recently, industrial drawing, under the direction of a special
teacher, has been introduced. The new study is popular and the out-
look is promising. It is hoped that out of it something more
advanced in the way of manual training may develop.

Up to the beginning of the present year the board of education
had made no provision for preparing teachers for the work in ounr
schools. With the opening of the present school year three cadet
teachers were placed in charge of a principal who devotes three-
fourths of her time to training them. The cadets were selected
from the graduates of our high school. They receive small pay
only, but are held responsible for the discipline and instruction of
their pupils. Thus far the resalts have been quite satisfactory.

The recess question has been the cause of much anxiety to us.
We have settled down to the policy of having out-door recesses
at all buildings where the grounds are sufficiently large to accom-
modate the pupils at play. At the high school building the
grounds are small and the pupils number between four and five
hundred. Under these conditions it is impossible to have a general
recess, so all pupils above the *“ A™ class, fifth grade, take indoor
physical culture drills instead. These drills are conducted by the
regular grade teachers, who have had no special preparation for
them. This work is not entirely satisfactory because of a lack of
unity of purpose and plan of application of principles, With a
special instructor these objections might be easily overcome, but I
am satisfied that no in-door drills can be as conducive to the health
of pupils and the general good of the schools, as can properly

regulated out-door recesses. The only excuse for abandoning the

out-door recess it seems to me is a lack of proper grounds for

pupils to play and exercise upon.
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MASON CITY.

President of board ..........ocnerevecs .. H. M. Baxer

Becretary of board. ... ..........c000ise-, Duxcan Rure

Superintendent. . .. .. ... iiien Wittiam Wircox

Salary of superintendent. . ...........coooiii .. $1,500

Principal of high school ...................T. R. Amumz

BRIALY . «1s s e soins vosvivmsn nn anleons s e ovyas sives $OT0,00
Number of teachers required to supply the schools,

not including superintendent......... 22
Number of special teachers, and monthly salary pald

each, 2 at.. s L 45.00
Average monthly salary pmd all teachers, not inelud-

ing superintendent......... ..., 43.25
Number of our teachers who are graduates of our

high 8ehOOk . v c v vn cnna e sy Gs e s v 10
Total enumeration, 1890.............. o 1,235
Total enrollment for school year................... 1,179
Total average attendance. .. ...........ooviiuiueens , 803
Number of months in school year.................. 9
Total expended for all purposes, from September,

1890, to September, 1891.... ................. % 18,483.00
Present assessed valuation of distriet............... 663,117.00
Present bonded indebtness ........ ..o, 13,000.00
Number of school houses .........coocaviiniiin.n. 3
Value of all buildings and sites............... i 65,000.00
Vn.ln‘eofappsmtns........... 500.00
Number volumes in libraries ......... SRl 2 et 250
Value of libraries. . AN v o s At s e 200.00
Estimated yearly average cost oE text books only, per

pupil in primary grades.............ooioeiinn Ak
Estimated yearly average cost of text-books only, per

pupil in grammar grades............ 1.00

Estimated yearly average cost of text- books only, per

pupil in high school grades. .. e st e 8.05
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Our people are loyal and enthusiastic in their support of our
sehools; the anthorities are especially considerate and generous in
anticipating every need. All our teachers appreciate that the
quality of their work is fairly judged.

Each department has an average of fifty-five pupils on the
enrollment: on attendance, less. Two grades are assigned.to each
room, and twelve and one-half years for the completion of all
grades. Classification is strictly adhered to, and a pupil’s place is

. determined, above fourth grade, by class work supplemented by

semi-aunual examinations,

Awake to the fact that pupils, as a rule, find their way iuto our
high sehool at too early an age, we have organized a grade which
we are pleased to call preparatory high school, where pupils are
to spend a half year in review work and such other as will more
amply prepare them for the high school. We have promise of
gratifying results therefrom.

No pupll is allowed to graduate from our schools who has not,
in his senior year, taken a review of all common branches. Each
pupil is required to pass an examination on such common branches
from a state list of questions obtained from the county superintend-
ent’s office. The grades are placed on record. This arrangement,
recently inaugurated, must result in great good; the effects are
already manifest,

Realizing the unrighteous influence of the old time recess we
have abolished this time-honored institution in grades above fourth.
No teacher who has tried this change would, for a moment, feel
satisfied to have it reinstated. Much more work is accomplished,
and many patrons have said to us that the objection they had
harbored so long was at last removed, and that they felt no hesita-
tion in placing their pupils under the influence of our public
school.

Musie, penmanship and drawing are regularly taught. As yet
instraction in physical culture is left to the discretion of the
teachers, many of whom are competent to instruct, and do give the
subject a share of attention. Except that in the high school and
its preparatory, a company has been organized and instrueted in
military tactics. The company is uniformed, equipped, and under
excellent drill. The free use of our large armory building makes
this possible at all times.
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