8 ISOULDIERS' ORPHANS' HOME. B

BIENNIAL REPORT

OF THE

EXHIBIT “A.""

COMMISSIONERS

NANE. WIEN EMPLOYED. Doy, RATE

) .
w8, (‘unnlunlmlu
M Mres. D. Euoeh .
a2 Lida mmmu.
A Oy e
WA, uutu (rhunwllu
5 Sm :
" Af'nunu Unl‘nj!ll

. Bmt herton
wry Muolerom

- [Beptember 1. 1R8O/
......... . ]l\m'l\en el

i

. Mareh 1, 159 Kitehon help :
ok Hﬂpu-mb«r 6 mﬂnwlmc roon nmnnmr‘

* August N. JRRS Seinist ress
oo |November I, lw%uma(mv.
~Oetober IG. R0/ Son mistress

| Muy L 1880 Nurses. ..
%ptemlu-rm. 1888 Lavndry
August 10, 1877
November | 1888 Laundress
et !K' &,

S50 Buker.
Mure a, l!ll“:Shmmnlmr §
Ikvmmlmr I, ld&t}g:rpenwr

p!emhv'rln P
|th~hmun \
l.mm-mber J. mu l"holmm

PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMSLY.

{| R. Bowman = :jh"“ : :N Snpvrlmmulum rllw.m
M. A. Bowmun . versenr i AR ¥ B 00
# L. L, Woodurd, 5 Vi 1888 numm nsststant 90,00 2 iy
W, Bartlit. .. | e
U K Mm-lu-ll atron cottage 3 1. 20
Jennle »runr) atron cottage No, 9. 24w
1 pu-mbt-r 1. I8R5/ anrnn cottage No. i,
Nott E tron eottage No. 4. 33 .
HA. P23 nvmn cottage No, 6. ) )
101 A atron cottage No. 4,
HH. A atron cottnge No, 7
121 M atron cottage No. 8.
WE 1’ atron cottago No, 0,
1M, W atron cottage No, 10, 22,00
15 L. Cox o | MY 18R Matron oottage l‘m 1. 200
108, B, l.lruwn. +e .‘%memln-r l 1857 Matron cottage No. 1.
17|M. L. Ba ~ e be l atron cottage No. i,
19 Koo Illuvkvl«md ..... LW ﬂ‘ airon cottage No, 18, AT
|u| k. Porter SeUE B ,’H‘-plemln‘rﬁt. 1848 Mutron cottage Now Ml,
28, O, Buck Ineipal of nchoul
21 LilMe Baudy 'wwmvr. g o0
@i, M, Cooper .. euchor 5
M. AL Sulllvan ‘ww hoer
g . Lsuek 880/ Teachor 2,00
4 egoher 7,
e Cotcher ! MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA.
al ﬂﬂi; S -ul—u{lmuhlu 3
¥ ning hull mannger.
é S«p‘{emlwr 17 mm’ \Imlnm muuam'r %
.| s

o
AN oG F.I rldgn
K. Lee .

Nore—1n addition 1o these sulirles are 'urummd hl se, boird, voom, washing,

Ironing. und rovms cared for,

DES MOINES:
G. M. RAGEDALE, STATE PRINTER.
18810,




REPORT.

To the Genoral Assembly of lowa:

The Soldiers’ Home has now been in nse and oeccupation for
about two years, and we are pleased to report that its practical
results have been, under all the circumstances, quite satisfactory to
the Commissioners, and, we believe, to the inmates of the Home,

The eagerness manifested by feeble, wounded and dependent
soldiers to obtain admission to the Home; their general submission
to its rules, and the contentment and comfort which it affords its
immates remove, in the opinion of the Commissioners, all doubt as
to the desirability or practicability of State institutions of this char-
acter, for the support and comfort of those who offered their lives
upon the battlefield in defense of their country, and who are, by
disease, wounds or old age, made dependent upon the good offices
of their fellow men for their physical support and comfort.

Very many of the inmates are suffering from wounds received
upon the battlefield, or from rhenmatism, or other diseases con-
tracted while in the service. At the Home they are supplied with
those wids to health and means of comfort which are so essential to
men in their condition, and which it would be impracticable to fur-
nish them by other methods.

They have regular meals of wholesome food, comfortable beds,
warm and well ventilated rooms, opportunities for frequent bathing
and continued medical attention. They also at all times have
access to a large reading-room, supplied with papers, magazines,
and works of biography, fiction, travel, and history.

In the main building is a chapel which will seat about three
bundred, where services are held every Sabbath by some of the
resident ministers of Marshalltown.

The men are permitted, during the day, to spend their time much
as they may desire, but are réquired to answer to roll-call in the
morning, and to be in their rooms at night.
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Since our last report the grounds have been fenced and graded,
and put into good condition, About seven hundred trees have
been set out along the streets, and in parks about the grounds.

SEWERAGE.

At the time the Home was built the eity of Marshalltown obtained
its water supply from the Iowa river, at a point about one mile
below the Home building. This prevented the nse of the river as
an outlet for the sewerage, and we adopted what is called the sub-
surface sewerage system. The sewerage is carried in pipes under
the ground some distance from the building, and distributed inte
common tile, which are laid in branches from the main pipe, about
three feet helow the surface.

However desirable such a system may be for small institutions, it
wis found inadequate for the needs of the Home, and from time to
time large cess-pools have been made Gpon the grounds some dis-
tance from the buildings, into which the sewerage has been emptied.
This, however, cannot continue as a permanent system. Other
means must be provided, and we are now hoping to find & proper
outlet, or to make arrangements to run the pipes to the river ata
point which will in no way injure the water for the city.

It i essential that a reasonable appropriation be made and placed
at the disposal of the Commission to provide for such additional
sewerage a8 may be found necessary.

BARN AND QUARTERMASTER BUILDING.

The appropriation for a quartermaster building has been used,
and & good brick building of two stories and basement has been
crected adjoining the main building. It is heated by steam from
the main building.

A substantial brick barn, forty by sixty feet, has also been
erocted.

Both of the buildings were erected within the appropriations
made therefor.

MOSPITAL.

We have made the best use possible of the means at onr disposal
to provide proper hospital facilities, but they are inadequate to our
needs,

Many of the inmates are well advanced in years, or are hroken
in health from exposures or wounds, and quite & large per cent of
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them require medical treatment and attention which cannot be given
them without additional hospital facilities. Surely the people of
the State expect that these men whose wounds and broken constitu-
tions bear witness to their fidelity to the cause of the Union will
Lave reasonable provisions made for their care and treatment in
sickness while inmates of this institution.

There should be an appropriation for a hospital building large
enough to provide for any number who may require its conven-
jences, and without this it is simply impossible to provide those
means of comfort which a grateful people desire given to the
inmates of this Home.

With such additional building the room now occupied for hospital
purposes could be used for the admission of more inmates, and
it is now believed that we shall soon have to refuse applications
for admission for want of accommodations.

A full statement of the number admitted into and discharged
from the Home, with their nationality, will be found in the Com-
mandant’s report, together with other desirable information.

We fully indorse his suggestions in reference to the necessity for
some provisions whereby the subordinate officers may live near the
Home.

The funds shown by the Treasurer's report as in his hands on
June 30, 1889, have been largely used in the payment of obliga-
tions created before that time.

We were singularly fortunate in securing the services of Colonel
Milo Smith as Commandant. The management of the Home is
very largely undér his immediate care, and he has in all emergen-
cies, by prudent connsel and wise conduet, given entire satisfaction
to the Commission. Sympathetic and kind to the inmates, he is yot
firm and unchangeable in his determination to have the rules and
regulations of the Home respected and obeyed.

With very rare ptions the inmates respect him, and find
pleasure in obedience to his wishes. His subordinate officers are
capable and well qualified for their respective duties.

It is rare that any complaint is made to the Commission of any
unjust treatment, or want of attention. The govermment of the
Home, so far as it rests with the Commandant and officers subject
to him, is admirable, and we think the State may safely challenge
compurison with any and all similar institutions.

It affords us pleasure, in this connection, to quote the words of.
General Averill, Assistant Inspector General of National Homes
for Disabled Soldiers, Speaking of the Iowa Home, he says: *“The
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Home, with all of its equipments and surroundings, exhibits
strength, energy and frugality. All its furnishings, like the Home
itself, seemed of the best quality, comparatively new, and scrupu-
lously clean. An inspection of the members in their quarters, and
at dinner, revealed the good order and discipline which prevailed.”

The salary allowed the Commandant by law is §1,200 yer year.
In onr judgment this is insufficient for the services of such a man
as is required at the head of an institution of this character. We
feel justified in expressing a hope that the General Assembly will
provide for a more liberal compensation for the Commandant.

We are allowed $500 per month for salaries and wages of officers
and employes. 1t is impossible to furnish proper help within this
appropriation. The amount for this purpose should be increased
to #1,000 per month.

Under the present law the general government allows each State
one half of the total cost of the actual running expenses of State
homes for disabled or dependent soldiers.

We most earnestly recommend appropriations as follows:

For hospital building, furniture and fixtures. .......oocoooviiniann. # 25,000

For new boflor-room and heating apparatus for main building and
HOSPEEAL. 10 v s wv e ensamanetncansvvenesioansnsnnnesnsiasioyansss 6,000

For three cottages and furniture for employes, - 7,500

For additional SeWernge. . iooeo. i ioriiiiscanns

For salaries for officers and employes, per mont! 1,000

We attach Lereto the reports of the Commandant and the Treas-
urer.  All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. M. TorrLe,

S. L. Dows,

J. J. Russgr,

C. W. Burpiek,

N. A. Mergi,

G. A. Manpsox,

Commissioners.
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COMMANDANT'S REPORT.

Grseran J. M. Torrie, President of Board of Conunissioners of
Iowa Soldiers’ Home:

Dxar Sre—1 have the honor to present the following report of
the operations and conditions of the lowa Soldiers’ Home for the
tarm extending from January 1, 1888, to June 30, 1880,

There was received into the Home prior to January 1st, fifty-three
members; from January 1, 1888, to June 30, 1880, 342, making
total received 205. Of the number received, twenty-nine died.
seventy-four were discharged, and eighteen dropped from the rolls
for being absent without leave, leaving 274 belonging June 30, 1884,

Of the whole number received, 292 were single and 108 married,
und a very large proportion of married men had either been
divorced or had lived apart from their families for many years,

Coming to the Soldiers’ Home separates very few families, Of
the whole number admitted 256 were born in America, forty-nine
in Ireland, forty-one in Germany, eighteen in England, eleven in
Ounada, and twenty in the various European countries and Mexico,

One hundred and twenty nine are registered as farmers, 124 as
labarers, twenty carpenters, sixteen blacksmiths, thirteen shoema-
kers, nine painters and eighty-four divided up among all the trades
und professions known to civilization.

There has been expended during eighteen months, from January
1, 1888, to June 30, 1880, $40,032.61.

Of the amount expended %15,857.44 was expended for subsist-
tnce. The average number for the time was 199, and the cost of
subsistence 143 cents per man per day, ineluding tobaceo, and not
including the value of the products received from the farm. There
wias expended for clothing, including the amount on hand January
1, 1888, and deducting the amount on hand June 80, 1886,
#6,580.01, being an average of $12.84 per man per year. There
was paid for farm machinery, farm labor, seeds, ete., $514.97, and
received in the prodnets of the farm at regular market prices.
8636.54. There was paid for horses, harness, wagons, sleighs and
sleds 81,350: for improvement of grounds, #5,620.40; for salaries
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and wages, $0,741.27, and for all other purposes, $10,258.93, being
£9.854 per month per man.

There was received from the Treasurer $49,750, and from other
sources $285.36,

Total receipts, #50,035.36; total expenditures, $49,932.61, leay-
ing balance unexpended $102.75.

The construetion of the Quartermaster’s building'and barn during
the season of 1888 added very much to the convenience and com-
fort of running the Home. Both have fully answered the purpose
for which they were built.

All the stumps which made the ground so unsightly when the
Home was dedicated have been removed by the members of the
Home, and the farm lands put under a good state of cultivation, the
soil of which is peculiarly adapted to the growth of vegetables, and
on which a full supply of all kinds can be produced for the use of
the Home when filled to its full capacity. Abot 700 shade trees
were set out on the grounds during the spring, sufficient, when fully
grown, to fully shade the grounds. The Home cemetery has been
fitted up ready foruse, and properly fenced, and marble headstones
properly marked are set at all graves. Owing to the porous condi-
tion of the sofl surrounding the lake constructed on the grounds it
hae not proven u snecess thus far, but with a proper lining of elay
it can be made a success.

The Home is doing all that its friends could expect for the com-
fort of its members, except in the way of hospital accommodations,
The present hospital is entirely inadequate.  Accommodations
should be provided for at least four times its present capacity. Its
location is such that the labor of supplying the food for the sick is
a heavy tax upon the help necessarily employed as nurses in the
hospital involving the necessity of carrying the food & long distanee
and up a long flight of stairs by men that can with difficulty go np
and down stairs without any load. The great need of the Home
is snitable hospital accommodations in a separate building, built
expressly for that purpose, with all the modern improvements. It
is an absolute necessity, and the Home can never expect to be what
its friends have a right to expeet without it. All other improve
ments are of small consequence compared to it.  There is also a
necessity for places for the Quartermaster and Adjutant to live
nearer the Home.

They ave obliged now to live a mile and a half away. involving
the use of 4 team night and morning to carry them back and forily
and they are obliged to leave the Home early at night and not

1580, | COMMANDANT'S REPORT. o

seturn before 8 or § o'clock in the morning, thus losing the very
time when the Adjutant has the most to do, and in cold, stormy
weather it is very unpleasant, especially for men not in robust
health. Some arrangement should be made for providing resi-
dences for them nearer the Home. The indications are that the
Home will be filled to its full capacity by the beginning of another
winter.

Inclosed herewith I hand you a list of the States that the mem-
bers of the Home are credited to, and the number from each State.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Mivo Ssrru, Commander.

ADMITTED PRIOR TO JUNE 80, 1859,

L O O

Total.,.... wimaae Aetiobera Rty »iixeepnais sedstrd vqusns SO
E. G. Durxav, Assistant Adjutant.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

Decoral, lowa, Sept. 80, 1884,
o the Commissioners of the lowa Soldiers’ Home:
Gexriemes— Herewith find my report as Treasurer from January
1, 1888, the date of my last report, to June 30, 1889:

SUPPORT FUND.

1588,
Junuary 1. Balance on hand January 1, 1888......... $ 7,535.67
May D0 OB ORAOE-. o o:v0nivios vhé Bansssauivn 5,000.00
May 17, State order .. 4,530.00
September 14. State onder , . 4,870,00
October 19, State order.... 3 6,000.00
December 15, State order . .. ... Sss R easuinE - ke 5o 5,120.00
1589.
February 15, Stateorder........... 2,540,00
March 6, State order..... on 2,500.00

April 20. State order ..... e 2,750,00
May 25. State order, ... o aunsuy s 2,750.00
June & BISUAORIRE . voveesonsaesesinnsniynosnsnta 2,740.00

DISHURSEMENTS,

1598,
Februaey 7. Col. Smith, disbursements .. .....covvvves o $ 1,500.00
Febroary 18, Col. Smith, disbursements . ,..... % 500,00
Februnry 99, Col. Smith, disbursements . .. .. svene  2,000.00

Mareh 97, Col. Smith, disbursements . . . . 3,000.00
Aprll 28, Qol. Smith, disbursements . .. +es 1,500.00
Muy 28, Troy Laundry Machine Co...... 847,54
June 22, Col. Smith, May disbursements. , . 1,407.77
July 18, Col. Smith, June disbursements........... 1,410.05

August 11, Col. Smith, July disbursements. .. ., 1,494.08
September 18, Col. Smith, August dishursements .. ,..... 1.578.97
October 10.  Col Smith, September disbursements, ..., 1,655,056
October 24, W. A, Fulkeson, unrehitect .o.ovivsirsiinse 150,00
November 16, Col. Smith, October dishursements ........ 254568
December 12, Kreutzer & Wasun, furniture,..... .. 255.00
Decomber 19, A. K. Balley & Son, printhng......ovevens 8.50
December 12, Col. Swith, November disbursements . ..., 225138

15.
12
10.
10.

15.

TREASURER'S REPORT.

SALARY AND WAGES FUND.

1L
1%
10.
10,
14,
15,

Col. Smith, December disbursements...... $ 2,020.00
. Col. Smith, January disbursements, ....... 9.878.0%
Col. Smith, February dishursements, 2,090.18
Col. Swmith, March disbursements. .. 2,102 05
Col. Bmith, April disbursements ... 2,028,071
Col. Smith, May disbursements .., 1,805.49
Col. Smith, June disbursements. 1,980.70
EXChaNEe .iq0 voe sesrensacs 48.70
Exp and salaries of ee 148461
Balance on hand June 30, 1889 .., e B399
$46,605.07

State order. .
State order. ,
State Order..c.ooeeversrsnseresssssscsans
DISBUMSEMENTS,
Col, Smith, May disbursements......... ..$ #9108
400,50
Col. Smith, July disbursements..... 402.75
Col. Smith, August disbursements. .. . 508.50
Col. Smith, September disbursements, . 494.83
Col. Smith, October disbursements ... 617.40
Col. Smith, November disbursements ...... 534,54
Col. Smith, December disbursements , .... 585.76
Col. Smith, January disbursements ....... 500,08
Col. Smith, February disbursements. 578.20
Col. Bmith, March disbursements, 500,78
Col. Smith, April disbursements 554,68
Col. Smith, May disbursements........ 583,90
Col. Smith, June disbursements .. ....... 502.08
Balance on hand June 30, 1880, ... ....000 §04.05
$ 5,500.00

$40 005667

$ 2,000.00
1,500.00
1,500.00
1,000.00

500.00
500.00
500.00
500.00
500,00

$ 5.500.00




1888,
January
October

1889,
May

1588,
s Febroary

April
May
June
July
August
September
Oetober
November

November
December
1880,

January
February
March
April

June
July

1888,
July

April
June
July

Septembor

SOLDIERS' HOME.

IMPROVEMENTS ON GROUNDS FUND.

1. Balance on hand of Marshalltown fund.,..
19. State order ....... tiinsnesacaseaseas

5. State order ,.....

DISBURSEMENTS.

17. Wm. Bremer, civil engineer.,.....c.ccvve.$
28. Col. Smith, Improvements. . ... s .
9. F. J. Peterson, balance on grading. .......
22. Col. Smith, May disbursements, 5
12, Col. Smith, June disbursements .
11, Col. Smith, July disbursements, .

10. Col, Smith, September disbursements . ...,
10, Theo, Peterson on contract for Soldiers’

Home bullding «...cooenen sssessaronn
16.  Col. Smith, October disbursements . ,
18. Col, Smith, November disbursements. ..., .

18, Col. Smith, Decomber disbursements . .....
11, Col. Smith, January disbursements .......
19, Col. Smith, February disbursements ......
10.  Col, Bmith, March disbursements. ........

14. Col. Smith, May dlsbursements,
15, Col. Smith, June disbursements
Balance on hand June 80, 1880

BARN, HORSES, COWS AND IMPLEMENT FUND.

A0: BRI OBMEE, .+ 5000500 s s sanassnivensinhs

DISBURSEMENTS,

28, Colonel Smith, team, wagons, ete. ., ......
22, Col. Smith, May disbursements. , .
12, Col. Smith, June disbursements . ..,
11, Col. Smwith, July disbursements, .. veen
18, Un contract, building barn ... ..oovvive o
2% Balance on contract bullding barn .,

Balance on hand June 30, 1889, ,,

500.00
87.27
201.65

1,600.00

10.

1L
18,

TREASURER'S REPORT. 13

QUARTERMASTER'S BUILDING FUND.

State order....... PRGOS SR excsuessuen 4,000.00
DISBURSEMENTS,
Pald on contract . ... voiviieniiineiaand $ 800,00
Pald balance on contraet......cvovevennns $,200.00
§ 4,000.00 $ 4,000.00
COAL HOUSE FUND.
State order....... voenes sssaresersrseni's 300,00
DISBURSEMENTS,
Paid on 0ontract ...oovveiii s 25.00

272,03
2.97

$ 800.00 § 300.00

Paid balance on eontnct.....
Balance on hand June 30, 1850, .

BEDS, BEDDING AND CLOTHING FUND.

10, BIROOMdBI. ..o0urnonsssvarsesasanivosmes 2,750.00
DISHURSEMENTS,
20, D, 0. Wiiber, bedsteads, ete. 995.00
23. Sheurman Bros., blankets ... 525.00
13, Sh Bros., 175.00
18. S Bros., blankets. .. 2 175.00
Balance on hand June 80, 1889 850.00

8 2,750.00 § 2,750.00

BRI AN, 02 s 20 ssds b0 vsfanas e sbsansa 'asnyrasiehiier i .........ﬂ»lﬂ.“

7,505.06
7,085,85
2,951.10
4,000.00
207.08

A, BOOAIOE K08 UBIDE s 2 vvuevrwwsssnvassscdiosasrrossnsnidomads 1,570.00

862,060.80
€. W. Burnick,
‘Preasurer.
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S DetmbAr 81, 1888, vociasasn sxevioi tantskanssatisesses sireanes .. 8 780040

For quarter ending Mareh 31, lm . v 0,025.00
For quarter ending June 80, 1889 ... ....... vers  B040.54

Tothl s aoveianas aibrupane 48 L R A e $16,574.04

The amount due the Home for the second quarter of 1889, was
$5,700.00, but the Board of Managers found it necessary to deduct
s $2.750.46, on account of a deficiency in the appropriation by Con-
NOTE. gress for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1580,

Wi Lagrases,

STATE OF JIOWA,
Execurive OrFicr,
Des Morxes, Nov. 28, 1889,

The Fiftieth Congress passed the following act providing aid to
State and Territorial homes for the support of disabled soldiers
and sailors of the United States:

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uniled States
of Awmerica in Congress assembled, That all States or Territories which have e
tablished, or which shall hereafter establish, State homes for disabled soldiers and
sallors of the United States who served In the war of the rebelllon, or In any previ-
ous war, who are disabled by age, disease, or otherwise, and by reason of such diss-
bility are ncapable of earning a living, provided such inability was not Ineurred in
serviee against the Unlted States, shall be paid for every such disabled soldier or
snllor who may be admitted and cared for in such home at the rate of one hundred
dollars per annum,  The number of such persons for whose care any State or Terri
tory shall receive the said payment under this act shall be ascertained by the Boanl
of Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldlers, under such reg-
ulations as It may prescribe, but the said State or Territorial home shall be exelu-
sively under the control of the respective State or T {al suthorities, und the
Board of Managers shall not have nor assume any management or control of said
State or Territorial howes. The Board of Managers of the National Home shall,
however, have power o have the sald State or Territorial homes inspected at such
times &3 It may consider necessary, and shall report the result of such inspections to

Congress In Its annual report.
Sec, 2 That the sum of two hundred and lmyuwnnnddumn.unui
thereof as may be v, 18 hereby d, out of any money In the Treas-

ury not otlierwise appropriated, to carry out the provisions of this act, and payments
to the States or Territorles under it shall be made quarterly by the said Hoard of
Mauagers for the National Home for Disabled Volunteers to the officers of the &
spective States or Territories entitled, duly authorized to recelve such
und shall be nocounted for as are the uppropriations for the support of the Na
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers.”

Under this act the following amounts have been paid the m
by the National Government:






