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MEMORIAL.

To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of Iowa »

As your memorialist T would most respectfully represent that,
my attention was, on yesterday evening, called to sn article lately
published in a newspaper of this city in relation to the fands of the
Towa Suldiers” Orphans Home, and the former officers of that insti-
tution. Such an article, professmg to give publicity to a “ grievous
scandal " concerning the mistppropriation of the funds of that char-
itable and most deserving institution, is caleulated to prejudice, to a
great extent, its healthful support and successful operations. The
injury to the individuals thus scandalized is as nothing compared to
that inflicted upon the orphans of our patriotic dead, for whom the
institation provides.

While I, in common with the benevolent people of Iowa, foel a
decp and abiding interest in the success of the Home, I have also,
in addition thereto, a feeling for it, akin to that of a parent for his
offspring, and for this reason, if for no other, I may be justified in
calling the attention of your Honorable Body to the matters herein
contained, which relate materially to the well being and success of
the Tlome. Your Honorable Body would not feel like voting & tax
upon the people to sustain the Home, nor would the people willingly
consent to be taxed therefor, while there were funds alrendy in the
hauds of its former officers sufficient therefor, and corraptly or
improperly withheld therelrom.

While the Towa Soldiers’ Orphans Home, as organized sud under

the control of the officers referred to, was a corporation under the
Inws of Towa, and perhaps not subject to the visatorisl power of the
Legislature, yot since the corporation, as such, profess to have
turned over to the State its entire assets, whether it has done so0
‘or not, becomes, it would seem, a legitimate matter for legislative
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In the Eleventh General Assembly thero was added to the Slmd;
ing Committces of the louse, s Committee on the Iowa Solliers
Orphans Home. Soo House Journal, pages 95 and 111 The.lﬁ
was also, o select committee, appointed on the matter of uppropria-
tion to the Town Soldiers’ Orphans Home p to resol
introduced by Mr. Darwin, the mover of the resolutions who
pssumed o position, and manifested a feeling of hostility to the then
officers sud managers of the corporation, was made chairman of thet
committee. That committee, as will be seen by the House Journal
of the Eleventh General Assembly, pages 277 to 280, was charged
gpecially with the duty cf investigating thoroughly the financial
management of the Home, and the fidelity of those intrusted there-
with. That committee did make the investigations, as will be
verified by three members thereof, who are also wembers of your
Honorable Body, and although no #ritten report was made by the
clmirman upon the special matters reforred to the comwittee (seo
Journal, puge 580,) he took occasion, in a speech made in opposition
to the bill brought in by the Standing Committee, to vindicate the
integrity of those charged with the management of the Home.

There was slso o Joint Visiting Committee to said Home, appointed
by the Eleventh General Assembly, two members of which, one in
onch the House and Senate, are nlso respectively members of the
Twelfth General Assembly. (See House Journal, 185, 188, Senate
Journal, 186, 212)) That committee alsy performed its duty, and
made a report in writing, which may be found at the close of the
24 Volume of the Legislative documents of the Eleventh General
Assombly, That committee was appointed on the 81st day of Janu-
ary, 1860, and shortly thereafter obtained from the clork, or cashier
of the Treasurer, (he being nbsent), n statement of the funds on
hand about February lst, 1866, showing $37,400 in Government
bonds and $2,228 cash, beside the unpaid subscriptions, That
committee also thoroughly investigated the condition of the Home in
its practical workings, as well as its financial management, and fully
indorsed the same, snd the conduct of those charged therewith,

At the cloge of the term of office of the then President, which was
ut the third annual meeting of the Towa Soldiers’ Orphuns Home

h.;
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Assovistion, held at Des Moines, June Gth, 1866, the said Prosident
submitted his Annual Address, sccompanied with  report of the
then Treasurer, of the moneys reccived and disbursel by him during
the year, and slso a report of the President showing the orders
drawn by the President and Secretary, when drawn, to whom, and
for whnt purpose, together with the vouchers upon whieh the same
were based, A copy of said address and reports, together with the
proceedings of said 1 ting, is handed herowith as part
horeof: It will appear from snid reports that after the statemont as
to the money in the Treasury was made, there was received upon
subseription, ineluding profits on Government bonds of £4,500, sud
that there was expended for the support of the children in the two
Homes at Davenport and Codar Falls (about 550 children in all) for
the months of February, March, April and May, something over
twenty -five thousand dollars; that there was paid for the title in
part to Camp Kinswan and for smprovements thoreon, abont four
thousand dollars ; debts previously incurred for fuel, provisions,
arvearages to employes, rent of Farmington Home, physicians' bills,
burial expenses, &o., about seven thousand dollars — thereby fully
necounting for all the mouey reported by the Visiting Committeo ns
in the bands of the Treasurer on or about the 1st day of Febraary,
1866,  These reports and vouchors woro refurred to n Committee of
the Association, one of whom is now a Senator, to exawine nnd
report thereon, which was done and the same found eorrect, as will
appear by the copy of the proceedings of the annual meeting, hereto
attached as part of this memorial.

On June Dth, 1806, the officers of the corporation turned pver to
the oare of the State the Homes, the children, and its property, and
thereupon the State Board of Trustees made a report to the officers
of the corporation, showing at that time the number of children to
be Bi6, and the condition of the Home to bo highly satisfactory —
w eopy of which is also embraced in the aunuul report herewith
submitted,

In view of the fact that all these matters have been extensively
printed and circulated, and easily nceessible to, and certainly within
the reach of every eitizen of the State, it is not » little strange that
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© geiovous scandals,” projudicial to the Home, should still be
published or spoken, But in view of the fact that it is so, it seems
to me cminently proper that, as one of its originators, and during
the most successful years of its existence, its President, I should call
your atteation to the fact, and ask your Honorable Body, through
one of its standing committees, or by a select or joint committee,
to ngein investigate the eotire maensgement of the THowe, and
to most thoroughly inquire iuto its financial operations, and
authoritatively nscertain whether any of the officers or agents have
failed to fully necount for nnd faithfully apply every cent received
for the benefit of the orphans of Iowa soldiers. I ask for the most
full, patient, dilligent and faithful investigation as to the fidality, or
wans of it, of every person connected with its financial operations,
rogardloss of what way have been or what may now be his official
or soelal position, Let the Towa Soldiers’ Orphans Home and its
rights be vindicated, whatever may be the consequences to
individuals —and ag in duty, your memorialist will ever pray, &e.
C. . COLE,
Late President of 1. 8. 0. Home.
Drs Morses, January 14th, 1868,
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ANNUAL MEETING.®

The Association met at 10 o'clock A. M. in the Old Behool Preshyterian Church,
the Hon. €, . Cole, President of the Association, presiding.

The annual add of the Presid was p d and read. It is ably
written, and presonts s comprehensive and nceurate history of the “ Home"
enterprise, and s printed by order of the Association.

ANKUAL ADDRESS,

Before the Towa Orphans’ Home Association, delivered by the Fresident, Hon. (. C. Cole,
on Wednesday, June 6, 1866, in Des Moines,

To the Members of the Jowa Orphana’ Homs Association :

Although 1t is less than two years and a half since our organisation was
formed, yet this is our third regular annual meeting. You will allow me to
congratulate you, that in the Providence of Ged we have been enabled to accom-
plht.nnlnu,.nnpd. Mnnunpﬂn of mustard seed, has
indeed literally i les in our pathway ; and work, which
in little less than o dvine attribute, hubm‘tl. in our um,ul- evory worthy
enune it will bring, a gratifying success, [t may not be improper for me to present
to you a brief review of our pasi, a like siatement of cur present, and the
reasonable probabilities of our future.

Our organization was formed Iate in the month of December, 1868, While the
names of seversl h ble and ci it were d with it, snd
therehy it was commended to public hm. yeu it was an enterprise that orl;tnul
with theso and a few others who had anticipated its imp and and
it wan not comprebended by the many, nor, in advance, demanded by the masses
of our people. Thers was, for this reason, a nocessity devolved upon its friends to
bring the subject before and press it upon the attention of the public. The objeet
of our organization — to provide & home and education for the orphan children of
those who had fullen, or might thereafter fall, in the defenso of our country — was
itsell & passport to the hearts and purses of our eitizens.

® Nore —The proceediogy were ordered and cxpocted te be published lomediataly, but the neces.
sary absence of Rev. P. P. Ingalls, erganiciog & Home ou (he Sloge, and other causs, have delayed I,
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The Tenth Goneral Assembly comvened at the Capitol shortly afier oar Articles
of Ansoeintion were adopted and properly fled snd recorded 1t was thought best
o sppeal to Uit bady for akd and co - operation in the sccomplishmeni of our
ohjects. Arsordingly & committes was appointed to present ihe exase 1o the Leog-
inlatare, und appeal 1o the representatives of the people for the means necessary fo
suceesafilly inaugurate our onlorpeise. That eommittee faithfully discharged ils
duty, and the matior was, by two or three suoceasive memorials, pressed upon the
stiention of (hy Legislsture. Bul as o often happeus in matters of pure prin-
clple amd Nigh morality snd doty, the politieal represeniatives of the people
falled to carrectly wpprehend, and henoo to truly represent the publio will The
memorials were wet by (e oljections that the plan was impracticsble, that
mothers would not give ap tseir ehildren, that the amouat required for the success
of tho cause was far beyond the ability of the Association to command, or the
people to supply, and other numberless objoctions ; and fnally, & memorial asking
for the comparatively small sum of five thoussnd dollars, failod to secure any
eonsiderabile support, nod the whole matter was thus igoored or rejested by (he
Lagislutare.

The tiendn of (e onuss appealed from this non - metfon of the Legislaturo to
the people ilemselvos, This appeal was Insugurated by an extensive writlen
eorrespoidence, which was conducted with dable zenl and ability by our
Wen Correapoading Secrotary, Miss Mary Shelion, who is entitled 1o our thanks
for bier early, continuad and sucoessful labors la Lebalf of our enterprise. It was
found, b y that the | diate nnd pressing 4 1 for & homes for oar help-
Teaw soldieny’ arphinns would not admit of tiat delny nocesvary in order to present
the catwe 10 (e publie by eorrespondenca, and swiken that attention 1o It which
Ttm b wnd fon required. To present the exuse fully, promptly and
ulfoetivaly, roquired an aclive sud eficiens sgent whe showld make direct and
poenonal appaals to the people, v was, thorefore, determined to procire st once &
General Ageot  Accordingly the serviees of Rev. P 1. lngalls was socured in that
ponition.  Among the many snd istnkable indieations of God's guid and
blewslng wpon our offoris in (his cause, there hus been none so sigusl nor so grest
an bin supply of our General Agent. Rev. Mr. lagalls was engaged In tho min-
istry at the time, snd felt thut to bo his ealling for life, and it was with great
reluctsnce that ho consented o sever for the time the mutually strong and affec-
Viniate tiew oxisting botween him wnd hix congregation, But he fully compre-
Honded (ho bigh and boly ehaiacter, as well as the wagnitade of the cause, and
with & patriotic and Christian self-abnegation he eheerfully dered his
personnl preferences, and betok himself to the most sealous labor in. the
Qlachiarge of his conscious duty — our general ngency. To the Rev. I, P, Ingalls,
‘more than Lo any ane man or 10 many e, is our eanse indebled for ite wonderful
andl eulminating success. ALl that I oan say will not add o jota to the thanks
@ pralan which are Wis due, snd which uot only & present appreciating publie,
& generation of procious seldiers’ orphans will award bim. He entered upon
Aukise i May, 1864, sad bas continued to discharge them up o the present
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FROGRANS OF THE WORK.

At our annoal meeting in June, 1504, wo bad made bat little progress i sctnal
collections, hut 1he cause was becoming spprecinted by the publie, amil we had
established, or rarher opened & Home for our soldiors’ orphans st Parminglon, Lee
ecounty. The smount of fands then raised was $500, and we bhad no ebildren in
our Home. At this, the first annoal meeting, plans for the furthne proseention of
our work, and especially for the practienl operations of eur Home, were devised,
and arrangements made for (heir e jon. An E Nive L for the
immedinte enre snd management of the lome, was appointed by (he Board eleet at
ihis meeting, of which committee Mrs. C. I Darwin was chairman 1t is doe lo
the plainest dictatos of truth and justice (o way thst Mra, Larwin dissharged her
duty with great Bdelity, zeal and ability; that she manifested an nnnsisl sdmine
fstrative oupacity, and evinoed » devation to the enuwe, and a love and alfection for
the children of the Home, which justly entitled her to the thanks of the wembers
of the A intioa, and the grateful roganl and recipracal affection of the ehild
Her labors were really greator than her pliysical energins wonld sustain, and she
Was pr d by ik Iting in & great measare, if not eutively, from her
Iabors, sare and snxiery in her efforts in behalf of tho Mome,

During he current year, the number of children in thie Homo so inciessed ne o
vequire the emplayment of & Superintendont st the Home, fn addition to the Mut-
ron snd other officers beretofore employed. This ehange rendered the forther
eoutinnance of the executive i -y, sud relievesd tham from thele
responyible duties, Hom, Johu A. Parvin was employed ae the Superiniendents
and disehiarged kis duties with marked ubility and entire meceptance uniil our
second annual meoting. Tt may vot be an uninteresting fuet to siate 1hat Mr,
Purvin war & member of the Senate of (ke Tenth General Asserably, and s snch
enterained auch grave doubis of (he foasibility anid miility of our wnterprise, wa to
induce bim to withhold his advooacy of any ail whatever (o vor cause, Tlis sub-
sequent observation as to lix practical workings fully dispelled sl hix duubis, and
made bim & warm and officlent friend of the Iome. Suah has alse been (he
experience of very many others of the Assembly. The death of Mr, Purvin's wife
shortly before our seeond anuual meeting ennned him to decline to furihor nel a8
Superintendent, but hin services were [nvalusble to us, and fiis continusd devotion
to the eanve placed our association under groatand lasting ohligations o bim. Ab
our second wnnual meeting, which was held on tho 7th and S duys of June, 15085,
we had in our treasary §20,043.42, uud had 90 ebildren in our Home.

ORPHANE HOME FALR.

At this meeting the importance of the Towa Soldiers’ Orphans ome had come to
be well recoguized by the people of Tows, and its parmaneut sucoers had been
Mwa«umum pairistic and generons subseriptionn made to it by
he Town soldiers while serving in ihe field. It had become apparent to the friends
of the soldiers” arphans that (he A upon the Wome for the malnienance nnd

eduention of (he childrea of vur brave dead during the current year, would be greatly




12 ANNUAL ADDRESS,

mare (han our then ability to supply. The necessily for our further immediate
afforta to sectire the means Lo sapply this incressing and eeriain demand, was fully
apprebended by the Association, and it was determived Lo hold & fair for that par-
pose st Marshalliown, on the 28th day of Aagust then following.

To make the fair & suocess, commnnded and recsived the earliest and earnest
stiration of the Duard of Trustees electod at this meeting. It is neither necessary
nor prafitable to now give & detailed history or nceount of the various steps taken
ful fair, C i were appointed, ngents engaged, ciroulars
immued, and wvery reasonable and proper provision was made,

T would bo impossible to do full justice 1o each case of Individual effort aad
[y iy taward the of our fair. But if T skould full to mention in (his
eonnection the very cordigl und g ibutions by h and others
of Cliongo nnd B Louls Lo our fair, I should be falthless to s clear duiy. These
merehunts and others reeelved our solicivors with the kindest attention, nnd

to "

pressing thelr knowledge and appreciation of the patrivtis services of the sol-
diera of lown, wod the g ibuti of eur ol to the different
fiary faire and ! i, froely reoip d that g ity fn their contri-
b.umu (0 our falr, The Northwestern Sanitary Fair, inding the necesaity for the
nse of all thulr funds obwinted by the | suppression of (he rebellion,

rettrned to anr fulr the sum of four thousand dollaes of the very liberal contri-
butlons by Tows to theie fair. But I need not detain you to recite the loading
eanteibutions even o onr Baldlers’ Orphans Falr, for they are all contained in the
repart of Ahe falr, made by our Secretary, which Is borewith submitted to the
Amwogintion, The repart shows aggrezate contributions to the amount of §17,260.00
onnh, beside i large amount of goods, olothing, household articles, quilts, &o., &e.;
snd s mmount shows ihe fuir to have heen wt least o reasanable sucovss, if it
wan mik w0 complote ax seme had dared o hope.

The fale was held on (he 23th day of August, and the three succoeding days.
The contributions In articles weve in excems of the demand by the purchasers who
sttended the fuir.  Thore was of course u vesulting Tnability o sell at any reason-
able pries many and indeed @ large portlon of the articles contributed. They, or
ML lenst mang of theta, weve, by order of the Doard of Trusiess, sent to the State
Agricaltural Fair at Burlington for ssle. Mai uwing 1o s sombination of adverse
ereumstnnoen, only & very fuw articles were sold thers; others were sold st private
#ulo, and very winy of the goods being suited (o the elothing of (s ehildren, were
sont o the Home and nsed with sdvantage there an woll as s vory large nomber of
Quilts, comfirty, snd othar articles contributed by the Sabbath Sehiool ehildren of
the difMeront portione of the State,

AF e fair was wanting in complets suoeess, it was attributable in & great dogroe
o the place where it wan held.  Nob that Marshalltown Is not an exeellent, lively
and prosporeas place; but while it s all this, and Is composed mainly of energatic,
Wigh - sinded sod gensrous eitizens not purpassed by other places of equal sie, it

0ok (he vequisite population to justify (he holling of & fair there which is
eut for s anicooss upon (he extent of sales fo be made atit. For the expe-
%0 In wueh euterprises has proved beyond cavil that the inbabitants of large
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cities buy very much more liberally at fairs than even a like number af perwons
engaged in ngriculture. The waot of purcherers was the grest wanl at our
Orphans’ Fuir. It s due 1o the clllzens of Marballiown to state, in this sonneo-
tion, 1hat as » general rule (hey labored most zealously and faithfully fur the
success of the fair, and are justly entitled to whe thanks of the Assooinbion for
their efforts aod aid.

WORK OF THE EXRCUTIVE COMMITTRE

Up 1o the close of \he falr, the Board of Trostess holdl six difforent meetings,
which was indeed & greater uamber than had been held during any previons entire
year. Dut wwing to (he expense autending a meoting of (he Board of Trustees, on
acoonnt of the great distance some of the Board Lad fo travel, (6 wan (honght
advisable to appeint an exeeutive commities, clothed with power o provide for the
eurrent wanis of the ehildren in our Homes, and the inoreasing demanl for the
secommodation of others. Such s i was therefore appointed.

The Bourd, at one of its mectings In the early part of August, in opder 10 meet
the demad for admission to the Home of many heipless orphans for wihose sdmis-
sion applieation had been made, took steps for ihe opening of a Home st Cedar
Falls. The Farmington Home was then full, and the comm|iiee appoluted by the
Assaciation to select a suitable Joontion for another Howe, had wubmitied u roport
favorahle to Cedar Falls. A Home was mecordingly soen after opened at that
place. Sultable buildings were rented for three yenrs wpon very ndvasisgeous
terms, much less than they could now be rented for. A eonsidersble portion of (he
real has been, nocording to the terms of the lenso s ngreed upon by the locating
commiltee, expended in making repairs and adapting the bullding 1o our conyens
fence. It was esti) d by the locating Ittue that the bulldings reuted wonld
nocommodate about one hundred and Alty children. Some of the furuilore, the
wtove, (he bedding, and nearly all the eutlery and erockery for thin Nowe wore
taken from the contributions to our fulr, and were needed and actually whipped
and used directly afier the elose of the Mir,

Arthur Morrison, Esq, of Cedar Falls, was appolnied Buperiniendent of this
Home, and entered at once upen the duties, o was not a little embarrassed at
first, owing to the distance from and the time requisiie fur communiention with the
Exeoutive Committee, as woll as the othor and necessary difienliies and ombarrsm-
ments dant upon the organization of & new Home. But hin fdelity nud per-
severance, logether with the very eondlnl, general and efficiont ald rondered by the
citizens of Cedar Fulls — than whom no more generous, eficlent and public spirited
oun be found in the State — enabled him (o soon place the Cedar Falls Home on n
prrmanent and suceessful baris. Clroumstances beyond my control have rendered
itimpracticable for me (o visit that Home; but from reliable Information, It may
be safely stated that nothing ean be hazarded in s ying ihat it iva paragon of an
Orphans' Home, It has been minde so by the unily of efori on the part of the
eitizens, Me. Morrison our Bupezintondent, Dr. Pierce our Surgeon, Mrs. Platt our
Matron, Mrs, Yokonor our Nurse, Mrs. Wells onr Teacher, aud others engnged in
the Homa. They are all entitled 10 your thanks and the gratoful remombrmee of
the children,
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Thiere are now (wo hundred chilldren fu that Home, and it is quile los many lo
ba continusd there without an inorease of accammadation by renting or ereoling
other inildlings, The property now occupied as s Home, and one tailding sdjoin.
ing. well adapied o present use, and & half square of lots, may now be purchased
for five vhouwand dollars, The sdditional improy L4, ) mE 10 i
thirwe lsndesd hildren, ean then be made for sbout iwo thownand doliars more
and 1 think It is the olesr duty of the managers of the Jows Seldiers’ Orphans
Hotme 1o prrehass the property sod make the improvements scoordingly. It is,
tharefure, specifieally and urgently recommended.

Tha Exseutive Committes, with the uid of Judge Lawe and Dr. Taylor, of Keokuk,
progurel ax a donstion fram the U, 8. War Dopartment, early in August lust, for
tho use of sur Parmington Home, one hundred mattresses, pillows and hedsieads,
seversl hundred sheets, pillow-eases, hlankein, comforis, Se, & large cooking
range, ity bedaidn suands, o Tot of crockery, and other artisles. For these and
olber servioon of both thase friends of our cause, the Associstion is under lasting
obligntions, and to the Kindly ideration and g duet of Hon. B M,
Beanivon, U, &, Becretary of War, our inssitation is 100 lurgely indebted to allow it
fio bo disalmrged with thankfulness merely.

Early in Saprember lawt the Parmi TWane was full 1o Tis uitermnst eapacity.
b applieations for wdinission to the Codae Falla [ome were vo nunierous us Lo
afford satisfneiory 1] that the ahild roading In that pare of the Siate
would vequire all itn capacity. At the same timo thers were numberless applica-
tions, Titerally lundreds, for sdmisslon to the Home at Farmington; sud the
demunids for sdmission were of such & oharacter sy could not jusily be refused.
Mhe Exeentive Uommitton folt the pressing and sbwolute necessity for supplying

dditionnl wid di Intions fur thesa appli Previous request
by latter to the U, & War Departmeat for the transfer of Camp Kinsman (o us for
& Home Kad boen made without any sneeessful or eocouraging result. The Depart-
moni wos Diess aotially using it as n reudesvous for troops preparatory to thelr
payment ani discharge. Thore weemed ta bo wo other mesns of supplying the
domand for an immediste bome, aml afford its advantages to the numerous
applieants for adinission exeept (o procure Camp Kingman, and to fail to supply
& Mome to most (hese demands woald be Jusily regarded as a reproach to our
Assoaiuiion, wnd the g Injusties to Mhe § king contributions in the
Toehlithes feom whioh the appliestions eame.

Yo view of thesn fasts, the Executive Commities applied to Mra. Annie Witten-
nyer (o go to Waskington, D, €., and make & persons] appeal, upon » full statoment
of wl) ihe foeth, o the President and Socratary of War fo transfer to us immedi-
wtoly Camp Kinwman for o Soldiers’ Orplian Home. Mra, Wittenmeyer reluetantly
conseniad 16 wo and make the appenl.  And biere, upoa the frat coasion for the men-

flon of e nume of Mrs, Annle Wittenmyer, while ber State and uatlonal repula-
) ihe first of the benovolent Iadies of our land, ean mnot thereby
z o alike to her, to our Associntion, and to Justics, to sy that she
ﬂg of the Towa Sollers' Orphans Wame. By ber efforts the iden
e haped and given character at the Ladies’ Muscstine Conventlon, and
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by ber personal sppeals jlo (hose connected with the szl or articles of ineorpora-
tiom, its legal organization was perfacted. She las been identified witk its every
effort since, and for its successful praction]l workings she Is entitled to more eredit
than aoy lenguage of mine could jusily portray.

Bhe went to Washington Immediately, and by that unusnsl ability which hag
characterizel with success her every benevolent effort during the national siruggle,
she suscecded in obiaining from the President and Secretary of War un order for
the transfer of Camp Kinsman to our Association at s rent to be faed by o desig-
pated Quartermaster, till the 1ut of Janunry following, with the pledge that evory
reasonable effort would bo made by the President and Seoretary of War to induos
Congress to granl us the Camp, fully and finally, for n Home. This pladge too
was redeemed, and by the fidelity and ditligeneo of our delegation In Congress the
grant hus been perfected.

Bul while we are under obligations to our entive delegation for their serviees in
this belinlf, we are especially indebted to Houn. Hiram Price for his energetie, per-
severing and efficient efforts 10 secure for us (his graot, While Hon, Hiram Price
ia Jostly and eminently distinguished fir his steiling integrity, wonderful snergy
and unBinehing 4 o the plish of his parposo in the right, it is
Justly due to Wim and troth to say (hat he festod (hene ol inties in their
Bighest degree in bis effovts in Congress to secure this grant (s vs. Hon. James
W. Girimes is aluo entitled to our especial thanks for his efforts In the Seonte jn our
behalf fn this matter.

The stipulstion for the payment of the rent was duly execated pursuant to ihe
order, snd Camp Kinswan was turned over to onr Awsocistion enely in Ootoh
The Exeeutive Committee found that the necessary improvements, fn order 1o it 16
up for the uses of the Home, involved a large expenditure of movey. ANl (he
buildings wore to be plastered wnd painted, partitions put up, saed very
many other alterations to be made. They presented the watier (o the people of
Davenpart, Seott county, and nsked, in view of the local advantage to resnlt from
the establishment of the Home thore, that they should eonteibute ten thousand
dollars toward (he necessary improvements, &e. With & zeal and prompiness

3! istic of = putriotie and Nboral people, as they are, they very soon
presented ux with wubseription lsts ing to aboul eleven thoussnd doflurs,
Near (hroo - fourihs of this suie has been pald, ns it was roquired by the progress
of the improvements,

Owing to the latensss of the season, (he bigh price of Jabor and materials, and
thie nese ity for the rapil and early completion of the work, (he expenso of (he
Improvements was considerably more than it would have been but for theso enupes,
But It was no matter of chofos with the Execulive Commitien | thelr way was com-
pletely hedged by the unyielding necessity for the enmp at sn encly duy, and
befure the severity of winter sbould still further pineh and add to the diseomforts
of (he numerous belpless orphars awniting admission to the Home. The work was
secordingly commenoed nad prosecuted with the utmost diligence to itx completion,
suid on about the 15tk duy of N ber the Farmington Home was i to
Davenport.
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The servioss of Bufus Hulbard, Esq, were secured as Superiniendent for the
Farmingion Home in the latter part of Avgust, 1885, But on the coession of
commencing our improvements at Daveuport, by order of the Executive Com-
miliien, he went there to ald in making them. When the Home was removed be
went to P 10 superi d ihe 1. After the 1, he inued
to et an Buptrlnl«mknl of the Davenport Home up to aboat ihe %tb day of April.
Mr. Hubbard broaght Lo the Superintendency experience in the control of children
I pubbie institations, and & viger and energy which are rarely, if ever surpassed.
The Ameciation | ceriaialy indelted to Me. Habband for many new and excellent

n thom with the m of the Heme, aud for his
vigetous, untiring eforin in Beball of its success, He exerted n controlling
inflsanes aver (he ehildeen, and st the same time shared largely of the afections
of many, sud will be geatefully remembered by thom. Since be left the lome he
has been wognged in an aganey for the Des Moiees University. Upon the removal
of the Liome o Davenport, Mra. Platt, who had acted ax Matron and had won
thelr nniversal lave and affeotinn st the Pavmington lome, was by the Execntive
Commitiee runaferred ta net fn that enpacity at the Cedar Falle NHome. Mra. L
B. Bly wan emsployed se Matron at the Davenport Home, and innied to disel
her dutles ns sueh to the entive P of the K ive O i and tho
officers snd inmates of the Wome, until ber health o farled as (o require her to
welgn the poaition. She esmo to the Howe at w timo of aupsanl Tabor, and
remuined during o period of severe sickness, either of which wan guite too mueh
for any pernos of no move than ordinary physicnl endurance. In view of ber
adaptibility nnd eficlency ne Mairon, sud the entirs nccoptance of her labors as
mueh, Bt ds seriounly regreited that she was compelled by her failing health to
ronign.  Bho carries with ber the well < wighes of all whe knew her as Matron,

Binee Men, Ely loft, whioh was the fieat duoy of March, Mes, Witienmyer has
diseliarged the dutles of Mairon, and singe Mr. Hobbard Jeft hax also dizcharged
Abo dutlens of Sugerintendent. Wikdiout sow mentioning the wames of the other
offiosrs wt the Davenport Homm, It I duo to them to sy that they bave falthfully
disainrged tholr wevernl duties, sud are entitled to the gratitude slike of the Asso-
gintion and the children. Of Dr. Lewin, our phyaician at the Davenport Howe, and
who may be lncluded under the above deslgoation of *officers,” too much in his
pralse con uot be sald, His akill and devotion manifested during s period of
epldemie sick b Justly endeared him to every recipient and witness of thom,

~ Le, Coshiran, of lowa Oliy, is now st the Davenport Home us Superi let and
Surgoon,  Me entered upon his dutios on the first of June inst, snd has stimulated
e Bl jghest hopes and confillonce fn Bls success.

There wre vory many p who have rendered valuable services to our cause,
wnd who are entitied to & public mention of them uot enly, but alss to many
w Tok It ia Imprasticable Lo wention them in this connectlon, and if they

gh-;v‘;nnhmu\m,mam bereby authorized W appropriate the
thele due,
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Of our Home at Cedar Falls, it may truly be said that they have twoen blessod of
God in their general prosperity and health.  Although they kave had sonsiderable
sickness, including near me-ty eases of measlew, they have oot had a single
desth. Atour Davenport Home they have mot been so furtunale; they have had
nesr four handred ehlldru, tml about two hundred esses of mohalos, nnd have
Tost from all di i les and other disesses o ofien wequent
upon that disense, Lwenty - five vhihiun Bome of these, however, wers ehronic
canes, certaln to terminate futslly even when recelved at the Home. There has
been nlso considerable afliotion there from sore eyes; but wenre glad o know
that this disease is now greatly abaled, subdued, anid nearly oxtinet, This Home
{s mow in snocessful oparation, and Its wchools are In & foarishing sondition. There
ars now thers three hundred and sixty-five chiliren, genorally in good health,
quite contented and bappy, and much interested In thoir schools,

The situation of our Homes at Cednr Fally and Davenport renders It almost
impossible for the orphan children residing on the Missouri Slope fo share the
benefits of them. The Executive Commiltee feeling that the capacity of the pres-
ent Home was not equal to the dation of all the soldiers’ arphans of the
State needing and entitled to is priviloges, nnid feoling further llm o mon
justice required the establishment of & Homo in the western portlon of the State
have taken stops for the establishment of a Fome there, In March last »
committeo was appointed (o select o loeation and report al the enrliest, pragticable
dsy. That Committeo was composed of Hon. Isaac Pendleton, Hon, E. L Joy,
Hon. W, F. Sapp, Hon, William Sipple, and Hon, Willism Hale, and on, Addison
Oliver. This committee have given notice through the papers of their powers,
sad soliciting proposals of locations and donstions therefor. 1t is probalile the
commitien will report at this weeting; but if they full, the importance of estabe
lishing a Home there at an early day should nat be overlooked. A Home should
be established there immediately and without fail.

The lmnuvo Commiitee, In sddition to securing Camp Kinsman snd
its ‘which, togeth with  the imp made, 1
uund hm wﬂhm the sum of seventy - five thowssnd dollars, hwﬂu
sccured the feo simple tile to (hirty « threo and one half nores of land,
snd & lien upon six and s balf more, the value of all which s wbout five
thousand dollars. They have also secured from the Christian Commission,
by by special efforts of Mrs. Wittenmyer, & large amount (fly - one boxes)
of linen nnd other shoeling and bed - elothing, the uetusl value of which can
not be precisely stated, but amounla to & large wum. Thoy have aleo obtalned,
by purchase, contribution, &e, & large smount of personal properly, ss
well as forty seres of valuable land in Clayton county, one hundred and slaty
acres in Bmmett county, wnd a forty ln Ringgeld conaty, and other property
The rexl value of the property now owned by our Asseslation, aslde from our
bonda and money and claims in sotion, ean not be wueh, if auy, less (hao one
busndred and ifty thousand dollars,

3
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FISANCES,

There is submitted herewith s defailed report of our Treasurer, showing Lhe
amount on hand at eur last snnual mecting to be, cash §23,64342, and U.8, 7.80
bonds $6,000; that be bas rectived $48.82873 doring {he yesr, and paid out en
orders, $72,496.21, and for expenses of remitiance and collection, $54.25; leaving
& balance of $5,533.00, The Association is referred to the report for the frems and
& full history of our financial operations duriog the year. While the character of
our Treasurer is an abandant g of the of bis report, yet since
wou sre but the almoners of otber charitien, it is doe to them that you sppoint »
commiitee (o exsmine and report upon his sccounts,

There is also herowith submitied & detailed t of orders drawn by the
Presidunt and Secrotary upon the Treasuror, being from No. 2 to No. 166, inclu-
aive, and the sggrogate amouni of whick is §70,402.26.% There is also accompany-
ing the statement a vousher for each order drawn, with (ke No. indorsed on It,
correnponding 1o the order issued upon it aud in each ease the direetion by the
Executive Committee to the Prealdent and % y to issue the onder in indorsed
on the A should be appointed to {ne this also,

AU Uhie Just wession of the Legislature of this State, n lnw was eancted providing
for the Tovy of & (ax of thros -eightls of a mill on the dollar for the support and
maintensnee of the soldiers' orplians of lown, Dut it was in substance provided
that the lew should not take effoct unless, within four months after its passage, this
WMImmummﬁdm-wwthmunl
Assembly ander that law, all its property for the benefit ol the soldiers’ orphany
1t 18 not intended here to state the law definitely, but ouly its sabstance on thewe
points,

While, in my opinfon, the Selliers’ Orphane Home can not b suceesfully man-
sged as a Stato Institution exelusively, snil Uhat the high character of its conduet
s suceexsful management can only be secured by connecting with it the lively
effort and co - oporation of Abe patriotic and benevolent, yet in view of the fact that
s Association oan, (o & great degree, correct what we can but regard sa the mis-
taken and i d of the legislative action, I do cordially aud esrnesily
4 the fer of our property in i with the spirit and (nteot of

that law.
POLICY TO BN YURSURD.

As o means of atoning In some degree for what we deem an error in the legisle-
tive nction, I A that this Association olect the President of the Siate Donrd
_“‘ a8 Presidont of this Associntion, sod that we elect the Siate Trusiee as
gmhmmnmusmmummmum
iet. In this way we will unite 19 & greater or less extent the continued

of our tion with the State Board of Trustees, and secure the co - oper-
L(mﬂhﬂum of such connection we may be

uhmunﬂ--ﬁdmw
e 7 004 pald till after Treasarer rendéred his accoust.
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enabled 1o secure such further contributions as will anable us ta supply the defi-
ciency (otherwise waprovided for) which Is certain 1o occur between the amount
allowed by the State for the support of tuch ¢hild ($81 por manth) and the amount
which 1t actually reguires for such support (about B10 per menih), and it will also
tend to elevate the general 1one of the Institution from a ' State Poor House," as it
might otherwise possibly be rogarded, o a high patriotis charity. As the only sure
means of sesuring this bigh character of Homes for our soldiers’ orphacs, | charge
each of you to conlinue unrelnzed you efforts in that behalf, and your cordial
c0- operation with the Board of Trusteees elected by the State. They ave all men
whose high characters sre an abundast g that sothing on their part will
be ing 1o i the ful mausgement of the Institatlon. In onder
it the Boand of Trustees elected on (he part of (he State may be enabled 1o retain
the money which we will now deliver {o them, for the purposs of supplying the
defiziency which actual experionce has shown will result (1o wit: twenty dollars
per yoar on sach child, and for the supply of which the law haw made so other
provision ), | earnestly recommend to you to (ake steps at once for the orgunlization
of jolnt stock companies, one st Cedar Falls and one ou the Slope, for the purchase
of the property now used as & Home st the former, and that necessary (o secure for
(e use of 1ho latter, Leta subseription of §25 1o cither of sald companies entitle
the subseriber to that ameunt of stock, and also to s life membership In our Asso-
cintion, Permons will be easily obtained to sabscribo for such stock, since the prop-
erty we will purcbase st Cedar Falls is worth largely more than we are required
1o give for ir, and coald now be sold for mush more bul for sur accupancy of it. The
lega! title will be in the companies, and after we are done ualng it as & Home, it
can be sald for such price as will return to the subseribers their monoy with good
faterest, The ael of subseribing will thus prove both a eharity and a speculation.

Qur Corresponding Secretary, whe was dirested to procure & stoel ot stone plate
engraving for ear Certifieate of Membership, discharged that duiy by employing
distinguished eng at Cinelnastl Oblo, to prepare one, It was executed in
most excellent snd deslrable style, and while the “ proof sheets ' were belag sub-
mitted to compotent judges for thelr eriticivm or approval, the Opera House in Cin.
cinnati was consumed by fire, aud with it our certificate engraving. Our Seeretary
lisw provided for it vo - production, nd feals canfident of Leing able to supply every
member with  certificate at an early day.

CONCLUSION.

Ia conelusion, allow me to congratulale you upon the wonderful suceess of your
efforts. A litile moro than two years ago you commenced your organization, and
were then without even a single dollar, and with but fow friends. You bave raised
in money and property nesr two hundred and 80ty thoussnd dollars, and have
made our entive populstion your friends. You bave furnished cheerful, pleasant
and profitable homes and edueation for over six hundred procious soldiers’ orphan
children, and sre propared to turn over to the Siate, sl ita request, an inatitution
permanently established and ina highly prosperousaad fourishing condition. For
your effuris and this success, you have the present conselousness of duty done, and
& certain guaranico that & generation of soldiers’ o1, Lans will rise up and call you

blessed,
C. C. COLE.
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RECAPITULATORY STATEMENT
Of B. F. Alien, Treasurer of the Iowa Soldiers Orphans’ Home.
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On motion, Dr. James Weight and Hon. J. W. Cattell wore appointed & eommit-
e 1o investigate and report on disbursements of fumls daring the past year, to

the aad lors of the President of the MAssocintion, and the
seport of the Treasurer.
©On motion, it was resolyed that the  Town Soldjers' Orph eme Assecistion "

shall b cantinaed as suwxiliary to the Slate Trustoos,

(' motion of Dr, James Wright, a resolution was passed recommending the par-
chase of the property now oocupied by the Home ut Cedar Fulls, and ales the ovtab-
lishment of & Homa on the Slope, by orgnnizing o Jolut-stock compnny for emel;
the payment of twenty - fve dollare to constitute one whnre in wnld company, and
nlso a life I in this Awsoctath

The gueation of the transfer of the property of the Amsocintion 1o the State cume
up and was fully considered, and Ton, Balph T, Lowe offered the following reso-
Tutiomt

Resotoed, Tt €. O, Cole, President, be, and he Iy, nuthorized and dirested to
exeatito, on behalf of the Lowns Soldiers’ Orplians Home, conveyances and transfors
of all its property, veal, personal, and fn aotion, to the Doard of Trusteos of the
Towns Boldiers' Orphsus Home, pursusnt to the act of the Legislature of Tows,
approvid Mareh the 81st, 1500. Hald conveynnoes to be exventod by him as Preai-
dent, under kis band, there belng no corporate seal to wifix thereio.  And wald
Presidont will nlso fnvue, in favor of wald Board, sn order on the Troanurer, B, F, :
Allpn, for all moneys in hin hands, aud deliver sll personal propurty to said Doard.

Thin Wi i Iy adopted,

The Awsocintion then proceeded to eleot officers for the eosuing year, sod the
result of the eleotion wan s follows:

Pursiosxy — 1, P, Ingalls, Dos Moines,

Vice- Presingsrs — Ralph P. Lowe, Keokuk; Mra. I, T, Neweowb, Davenpert ;
Clel, A, Abernethy, Fayotte; Jacob Rumuel, Centerville; Mes. N. W, Mills, Dy
Moines; Mra, Perking, Codar Falls,

Conmpsronnixa Seeurrany — M, Annle Wiktenmyer, Keokuk,

Reconnvo Bwpenwrany — Mes. Mary K. Ingalls, Des Moines,

Boanv or Tuvstaes — First Disteict:  Mrs. Annle Witlenmyer, Keokuk; T, B,
Corkhill, Durlington, Seeond Disriet s Mrs, L. 1, Stephens, Marlon: J, A, Purvin,
Musealing, Third Distriet: Jno, A, Eilioth, Mitchell; I, 0, Wright, Waukon,
Fourth Distriet; Mrs, B, MeConnall, Town Clty; N, I, Braloend, Tows City, FAA
Diatriet: Jumes Wright, Des Molues; J. W. Cutlell, Des Moines, Sk Ihntriet :
P, Malendy, Codur Fullay J, B, Powers, Codar Fulls,

‘Uhe commities on disbureement of funds and the examinntion of the seosunts
nndd vouehnrs of (he President and Treasurer, reported nn follows :

Your commitiee appointed to examine the sceount aud vouchers of the Preal.
dont wnd the report of the Trensurer, have examined naid acoount, yeuchers aud
report, and fud the same correct.

Respeatfully submited,

I, W, CATTRLL
JAMES wmienr,
Which report was received, adopied, and the committes dincharged,
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Dr. Wright then offered the following resolutions, which were adopted :
Resolved. nnmauuonmmmmuuml«du the Hon, C. C, Cole,
President, and Rev, P. P, Ingalls, Genersl Agent, for the faithfal manner in which
(hey have performed their daties.
l’aobd. That the thanks of the Orphans’ Home Association be sad are hereby
fve O

tendered to the ittee, for the faithful in which they bave
performed their duties. 5

mkmﬂum“&mﬂhhwumo!mpmdlwdth
annusl ing published in pamphl form, and to include therein the report of
the logislative joint - visitl ittes, and also such of the proceedings of the

L :‘hutm " a8 whall ;umgm proper. '
On motion, the Assoaistion sdjoursed until the next sonual meeting,

STATE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

The tollewing are the procecdings (in pari) of the Siate Board of Trustees, at
their first mocting, and at which they aceepted the transfer made by the Associa-
LI

he State Board of Trustees met aithe Home near Davenport, June the Oth,
1800, and received the Howe aad ull its property from the hands of the Associa~
ton, ALl the busness pariaiaing 1o this uansfor was of the most satisfactory
character, an | the members uf the new Board were bighly delighted with the con-
divion suwd prospects of the Orphaus Home on it passes into the hands of the State.
A rommities was appeluted from thele own namber, to report the condition of the
Home, awl the fullowing is their ropori:

1o the Honorolle, the Duird of Teusices of the lowa Soldiers Orphans. Home:

Your Committes w esamine thy cendition of the Home, have attended to that
duty with ss much oare as the shore time sllowed the Commitiee for that p
would ndmic of, aml ask leave 1w submis the following report:

In the Home near Davenpors thece are (hree bundred and sixty «five childven,
from three to wixteen yoars of age, Jdivided into ffteen families, oach under the
contrul of & lady styled “ Couage Managor,” sud all uader the control of & Super-
intendont and Matron, It ix & village of Grteen families soting in harmony, and
all eating in & large and commodions dining room, at a number of small tables, at
the same (ime.  The washing nad irouing is done in ona house and on an average
of five hundred pioces each of the working days of the week. The children are
separated into families theough the night, sod g 1o school through the day. The
cottages, under the care of the smiable and efficiont Mansgees, are kept newily,
sud the ehildren look uest and bappy. Everytiing arcund these cotiages is culou-
lated to make the ehildren feel that they bave in rvality u heme,

Thewe cottages, with the other baildings, encluse some Bve or six aeres of groand,
which s covered with grass, and affords & besutiful place for & play ground for the
chilieon, The diniog hall is ffty by one bandred feet, aud iy Surnished with
simall tables suitable for seven or eight persons to sit areund, sud room enough 'n
thie bl fur at Joast five husndrod persons 1o eat at the same time. At the ringing
of the beil the ehildren march with their Cotage Mansgers to the hall, where they
are sented na l reaain quics uuiil e blessing of God is saked and & signal given,

5

L
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whea they sre waited on, snd with happy snd good appetites they
ent thelr medls; sod st another wignal they retire in good order to their labor,
sehool or coltage as required.

On Sunday they sttend Sunday Sehool in the forencou, preaching in the after-
noon, and frequently some religious exercise in the evening.

Your Committes think the Home is what the benevolent people who founded the
Institation intended it should be, 8 Aoms for the soldiers’ orphans; and with the
influsnce of the able and eflicient Buperintendent and Matrun, M. B. Cockran, M.
D., and M, Anunio Wi -, your Commi think it is admirably conducted

Bome more improvements are needed, such as more cisterns, plank walks, and
gome more of the reoms to be prepared for the dation of the ehild

The lome st Cedar Falls your Commi had no opp ity of visiting, but
from (e sintement of friends at that place we learn that there are one hundred
snd ninety children under the control of Mr Arthur Morrison, Superintendent,
and Mrs, E €. Platt, Matron. At this, as woll as the lome at Davenport, good
lealth prevails. They have no convenience of cottages as the Home at Davenport,
being together in two buildings; but the Home is nccomplishing the object of its
founders, to food, ¢lothe and edueate the orphaus of onr fallen herves,

At ench ilome they have an efficient corps of tescliers, snd in the wehools are
taught all the branelies taught in our public schools,

Respectfully submitted,

J. A. PARVIN, Chairman,

The following preamble and resolutions were offerod by Mr. Hrainard, and
ndopted:

 Wumneas, The lown Soldiers’ Orphan Home Association has blished and
wuoeessfully supported s Home for orphans of our patriot dead ; and
Wienuas, The Biate of lows, through its Logislature, has made provision for

assuming the management of eald Home, when surrendered to it by the above
uamed Assoclation; and
Wieneas, This Board has received the same, as contemplated by the law afore-

wald; mad

w the ppropriated by law for the suppert of the Home is, in
wiew of ita past expenses and absolute need, insuficiont for its proper support;
therefore, be it

Resolved, That this Board of Trastees, sppointed by the Legisl do nppesl o

the Assoclation sforesnid to come to the sid of this Institution which they have
built, and by fornishing elothing and other wupplies, make up the deficiency, and
enable this noble prise v plish the fall of of which it is
eapable,

REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE

oF THE

ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

MADE MAROHE2I1806,

To the General Asembly of the State of lowa;

Your Joint Committes, sppointed to visit the “Jowa Soldiers’ Orphans Home,
beg leave to report the following:

That on the 18th and 14th of February, 1860, they visited the Home, or & branch
of the sawe, situsted st Cedar Falls, in Disck Hawk County, on the Dubuque and
Bioux Oity Rallyosd, one hundred miles west of Dubuque.

This branch of the Institution was commenced on the 28th of Seplember, 1886+
with five woldiers’ orphian ehildron, and has continued to inevease and prosper to
this time, and now has under ils cars one hundred and two such orphans, from the
following named counties:

Benton, 18; Black Hawk, 20; Butler, 9; Clayton, 19; Cerro Gordo, 2; Dela-
ware, 8; Dubuque, 4; Ployd, §; Franklin, 9; Payette, 4; Hardin, 8; Jackson, 4!
Marshall, 3; Mahasks, 2; Pottawattamie, 1; County not known, 6. Total, 100,

This beanch is under the management of Arthur Morrison, as Superintendont,
and Mre, E. G. Platt, ss Matron; besides these, there are one male and nine
female employees.  OF these, the pay Is now, Superintendent, por month $83) —
§1000 per year; Matron, per month, §50; Steward, per month, $20; Musio
teacher, per month, $30; Soamstress, per month, $14; two employees, cach $12
per month, $24; four employees, each §10 por month, §40. Wholo amount for
employees, §271} per month, or the gross amount of §$3,200 per year. The gross
expenditures of (hiy branoh for the month of January, 1848, was §872.82, on an
avorage of about ninety orphans, which is at the rate of u little over §100 per
besd, per yoar.

The building oeoupied by this Home was originally built snd used as & hotel;
the frunt part is bullt of brick, 803462 feet, three wiories, with two projections
from the rear, 2840 foet, two stories, and built of wood. This hullding is upen
Main Street, in the eity of Codar Falls, upon o plat of ground § 4 10 rods, extending
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in the rear of the building. Them ia vpon this plat of gronnd anoiber briek
bullding 52 440 feet, twa stories high, not now seeupiel by the Home, bt will be.
Thess promises are all now rented by ihe Howe corporation for the 1erm of thres
yoars, for 100, seven hundred of which miy be expended on (he premises in
ropairs and [mprovements, snd about twa years reat is wlrenly paid in this mun-
wer. This building is nok the most conveniently neranged for ilils purpose, never-
thalows it serven & good purpose. Many of the rooms wre furnished in  good,
plain, comfortable manner, by the Ladies' Al Socieiles of Boack Wawk aud
surrounding eonnties. Others are furnished squally well by e Duerii tlon, mueh
of tho farniture, particulsrly the beds and bedibing, belng that onos belsuging 1o
tha Governmant, and donnted in part 1o the Woms far thin purpose.  This branch
van hosommodnte, when the bullding and rowmn ave all propared and foraished,
about 150 ¢hildren, Tt ix the wule of this Home to recoive orphany from two Lo
sluteen yours of age, though thin vale s frequently varied, in those cuses where
the ehild has lost bo.h parents. The children ot this Home will compare favarably
with an equal number of ohildren gathered promiseusasly auywhiore. They are
all plainly but comfortubly olad, sol in wppearance wre bright and cheeeful, nnd
happy. We fuund vone sick, aod there have beon no desths nt this Home, We
belleve this Institution fs well conducted, ind very wocosssiul. W find Among
the citizens of Oedar Falls o very friondly nod sympatheile feeling townrd this
branch of (he Home, and an earnest dosire that it may bo continued and supported
8k that place.  Constant applioations are coming in for places, and from the best
Information we ean gather, the Institation will be filled 10 its uimost capacity in
six monthe to come.  There ls an excellent schoal connected with this Institation,
conducted by  tescher wilh whom oue of your committes has been personally
soquainted for the last five years, and knows her to be superior in this enpneity,
All ohildren that are old enough are vequired (o attend sehool, nnd on the Sabbath,
the Babbaih Sahool and Chureh, They are allowod to anend the Churel where the
parent or guardian prefers,

Your committoo further report that on the 20th aud 21st of Febranry, they
visited the Home at Davenpart, in Boott County, This Home embraces what was
formerly Camp Klosman, with all its buildings, snd tiiry - three and one - half
acres of ground. The buildings are situnted iu the form of w hollow square.
What was the officers’ head - quarters upon the oast ide of 1he square, is oeenplod
and msed by the Buperintendent, snd some other aficers of the Institution, aud for
Blore-rooms. At the right mod Teft of this, across the north sud south sides of the
squnre, are elghtoon buildings now callod @os, nod ocenpied by the ehild
Bince the camp has bosn oocupied as o Home, the cottage buildings have been
partitioned, and lathed and plastored, and are now very comforiable. Ench of
thigleen of these cotiages fn ocoupied with about tweaty -eight children, and &
coltage mannger, They are nearly uniform in their arrangement inside, having
& silting room with fire; » bed room for manager; u olothes - pross for thelr
Earmanis, aad one Iarge sloeping room ; some are occupied by boys, otbors by girls
exclusivoly. These buildings are all built of good pine lumber, with firse quality
Pine ahingle roof o each. O the west aide of the square sre situated twenty~
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four well built and capacions buillings, formerly used as stables *not now in use
st all, bt miy ba reanrate | aad Sied ap s gos, showhd fon ever requi
T e south - wast soraer of the squars i the spacious reom, formerly a drill room,
fifiy by one bundred feot, now fitted up. inished and furnished an n dining- ball, sup.
plind with seventy - five tables and other wuitable fraiture, where all the children
and managers together Lake their mealn] and following in the rear aud outside of
e fndl by we emtenalve Kivohen wwl kitehon areang A i & plete bakery ;
and furtlier on, & lsundey, o deying « room, and an ironing - room, all connected nad
wall weranged. Ta the wouth - east of (hin village of cotiagus nud other bulldings, st
n distange of from twenty to (hirty rods are foar good mnd well- fivted sehool
roomas, in ono bullding, with sehools in vperation under competent anid experienced
tonohers

Thore nre now at this home 831 soldiers’ orphinns.  OF thess, #8 are over L4
years of ngo, and 63 between 10 and 18 years; the remaindor under 10 yenrs,

Thess chillren are from various counties, ss follows) Appanocoss, 16; Beane, 4;
Clinton, 135 Mustatioe, 22; Olacke, &; Carroll, Il; Dallas, 8; Des Moines, 8;
Deeatur, 85 Davin, I8; Fayeits, 8; Clayton, L; Groone, 35 Houry, 11; Jones, 15;
Jolinwoa, 117 Juspor, 20; Jackson, 0; JoMerson, 18; Keokuk, 6i; Lee, T Linm, 17
Louiss, 1; Mabusks, 11; Madison, 2; Marlon, 11; Monros, 4; Polk, #0; Pottas
wattamie, 1; Poweshiok, 6; Beort, 0; Story, 4; Union, 4; Van Duven, 5; Wapello,
0; Warron, 2; Woahington, 4; Waynse, 11, From fiftoen (0 twenty have been
received since this report was made by fes, nod the ber is ly
inereasing.

This institution s now under the maasgement of Nufus Hubbard, as Superin-
tendent, and Mrs. L, B, Ely, as Matron, snd forly other smployoes, with pay as
fallows ! Superintendent, per mouth, §100; Matron, per month, §50; one (vacher,
por month, §26; three leachers, §20 por month osoh, $60; fourteen cottages
manngers, §20 per wonth each, §250; one seamsiress, por month, §26; Lwo
monmatresies, §12 per month each, §24; one in linen reom, per month, #15; six in
Inundry, 12 per month ench, §74; one baker, per month, $60; ome chiof ook,
por monih, §50; two cooks, $12 per month esch, §24; two dish- washors, $12 por
month cach, §i4; one in dining-room, por manth §l2; one commisssry, por
mouth, §20; one waler-man, &e, por wonth, §20; one fGre-man, e, per wonih,
§a0; five axten Dielp, 12 per month each, §00.  Wihole expenne for holp, §078 per
wunily whole expense for bolp, $11,070 por year nt present rates.

Your eommiltve found many of the inmates of (his Dnstivution wufering from
measles, of whiclh there were reported 180 casos ; (hat the ilem of exirs holp i on
this neeount, This disease bas passed y throsgh thin I y wnd nonrly
all are now eonvalescent: AL the time your commitiee were vislthng, four cason
only bad proved fatal; these children are sald 1o hinve been wonkly and siokly
when oy eame to (he Home. This is & much wmaller perceutage of desths than

oveurs from thin disease ontside of the Lost y w8 reported by the phyuiek
Avide from moasles we report no osses of siekness, The best of care and the
iuileat fons wre b d hy all dy on tiese sufferiog ehildren.
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The eiti of Dy port deserve dation for their kind in volunteering
to murse the sick. This Home property in now estimsted at $55,0687 of this amount
$1,211 wan paid for the land; $16,642 for imp i the hal was o ']

by the Government, by joint resolution of Congress; of this we nre nssured by
correspondence of Tlon. Hiram Price; the land wus deaded in fos to the Association
by private individunls, and properly evidenced by title deods nnd records,

The removal of this Home from Parmington late in the fall and early part of
winter, and fitting up of this place was attonded with extraordinary expense
which will not ngaln oecur,

The capacity of this Institation may he vxtended ta about one thousand ehildren
by fitting up wll the buildings now on the promises, Applicntions are quite
frequent for places for orphaus at this Institution, and it ix estimated by your
committeo that in the course of this year the number st this Tnstitution will reach
b loast 450 ar 500 orphans, and here, as at Codar Palls. It s estimated that F100
por head por sunum, jn sy small sa amount as will feed, clothe, and edueate each
INM.N:I thin extimubo thoy will bave at both these Institutions, within the next
year orphnn ehildren, at an estl 1 exp of 00 or
reported on Februsey le, 1806, s gl

‘The svailsble mesns, ns reported, of the Corporation, is aboub $ITA00. (n
Government bonds, and about $40,000 on subscriptions; this they hope to colleet,
and in cash, $2,202.  Additionsl subscriptions and donations sre now very ditfioult
o obtain, and os o private enterprise, this Institution oan not be maintained much,
if uny, to exnced another year. The question then rises, shall the Institution be
wufferod to go down ?

Your committeo beg leave (o asy, that ay & general rule, they have found (he
Institution well and wy leally ged; that these orph are cheerful,
happy, and contented, and on this point your commitiee made expocial Inquiry and
investigation ; that all tiose who wre ald enough and able nre required to nssist in
the work of the Institution; that they sre are all required to attend dny sohnals,
snd Babbath sehoals; nod religions servico;* that in ihe opinion of your coms
miltes, tho great majority of these ohildren aro bettor cared for, and are under
betbor influnnoes than ever before, or than they would be ngain were they turned
ont upan the world; that na the ohildren of those who saved the country, it Ia our
priviloge and duty, snd ought ta be gur pleasure, to save thew fram sin, from guo-
rance, and from vico, and wake them the brightest orusments of sochety, nnd to
Ahis emd we bolieve the Stale should lond & helping hand, tat this noble Tnstitution
aliould not now be sulfered o fall luto decay, but that the whole property of the
Siato should be taxed in scme judioious manner for its upport.

Your committee would further report (hat they find the “Soldiers' Orphans:
Home," under the control of & private corporntion, styled the “Tows Soldiers'
Orphaus' Home," of which the following nre the officers :

Bhsgiea his lotne unged thak o thie Sabbiath b opened
Toces, where rellglous wervices are beld, o ol
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President—Hon. C. 0. Cole.
Vice Presidenta—ifon. R P, Lowe, Hon. J, A. Parvin, Hen. William Vandever,
Mra. J, Meyer, Hon, J, W. Cattell, Hon, P. Melendy.
Corresponding & v and General Agent—Rev, P. P, Ingalls,
Recording Secretary—Mary Kibben.
Treasurer—B. F. Allen,
Tonrd of Trusees, 1ot District—Mre, C, B Darwio, Mrs Annie Wittenmeyer,
24 Disteiet—on, Wieam Price, Mrs, Lo 0, Stovons,
8d Distriet—Hon, J, A. Ellotr, Hon %, D. Seoby,
Ath Distriot—Non, J, K. Needhnm, Mrs, N, 1l Brainard,
Bl Distriot-—Hun. James Wright, Hon, T, . Benton,
Bih Distriot—Ton, G, M. Woodbury, Hon, Tsaae Pendleion,

At

With this report, we submit & copy of the Articles of Incorporation, snd s
by - lwws, for (he infi jon of the G 1A bly on the suly) ined
in the same,

AL e Tant ing of this A Intion, & i wan appointed, inting of
tha Judges of the Bupreme Courl, and Judge Woodwand, 1o confor with this Gen-
weal Assambly on the nobjeet of the State sppropriations for the benefit of the
Home, nnd we are d by snid i that the A intion will seoeed, on
thelr part, to all reasonnble requirements of the Legialatuee, in regand to the mans
sgement of the funds, or the conduct of the Associntion, should they see proper to
make wn sppropristion; that they will be willing to concede 1o the Siate & choles
of o majority of managing offioers of the Associntion, And your committee are

ared that oo benef ing from sny legislation on the part of the Biste,
in sought for or expested, oo the part of the Association, unless ey shall comply
with all the requirernents and conditions that may be imposed. Your commitioe
would siggest that, should an sppropriation be made, it be sccompanied with
proviso that the same be not used until such Association shiall acoept, furmally snd
officially, of the conditlons imposod; and in this manner we may be assured of the
proper applieation of the fands. The ofoers of the Assoclatlon report to your
eommities that aboat $102,000 has boen subscribed for the purposss of (his Instita-
ton. wand that there has beon paid on such subscription the sum of eighty thousand
dollurs.  The ye for this Assoclation have been recoived by the Genaral
Agonl, PP, Tngalla, B. F. Allen, Treasurer, and by local Usunty Treasurers in
those counties whare such sosleties bave been organized.

The Tressurer s now abeent from (he Siate, and your committes are unable to
ascertain and veport the exsct condition of the fnsoces,® Bome moneys are
you in (he hands of County Treasurers, und we nro vol whle to seenrtain this
smount. Al of these officers are roported to have given approved securlty, se
provided by the Associati The G 1 Agent gives bonds in the wom of §5,000;
the Treasaror in the sam of $30,000; local ageats, soch bond as in required by

* The statement, anfe page 20, of U atsount of Goverumand bauds snd oo, bs the Teverer's stats.
wwtit For Wy waumily wf Welmaary, 1960,
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Ineal amsocistions. Thess bouds are all condivionsd for the faithful applieation of
the fund colleated for the purpose of the Orphans’ Home. The Treasurer receipts
for all moneys received by him, and pays out the same on the order of the Presis
dent, igned by the 5 ry. To the Superl 1 of the Home, money
Is paid on the presontstion of estimates approved by s visiting committee, Vouei-
wrs for all moneys expended, nre 1akon and fled in wbhe office of the Seeretary,
The Buperintandent is undar boids for the fithiul applicativn o all moveys wnd
properiy o his bands ; dbis boud bs in the wum of $2,000, which, in the judgrment

your commilloe, fn insufliclent. We ure d, I y e are
tnken to raise the same to the sum of five thousaad dollars, The President, Truw-
tees, B ivo L) i and It Hug y of the A intlon, mre all

without eompensation. The only offier of the Assucintion receiving pay iy the
General Agent nud Coriespondiog Seoretary, This olficer informs your sommiitee
that Wisexponses of travel and correspondence huve been paid, sod that the smount
of hix salary in to bo devermined by the Trusees. No amount has ever been fixed ;
he only claims what bs reasonabie and just in the judgment of the Trusteen.

* Your comumitiee are clearly of the opiuion that the “lows Soldiers’ Orphnng
Home " In in good hunds, aud thas it has been well and economisally managed ;
nod that its originators are ivs prasont maiagers, aud they have provod themselves

among the dearost nul truest friends of by, nud have enshrived thele mom-
orien T the hearts of wll the tras feiemls of (he soldier thronghout sur Siane.
Your || are deeldedly of the opinion that this fosi whould be

sustained, nud that the Suate ahoulll render assisiance,
Al of which v respeetially submitted withouy further reeommendarion,
L W. HART,
A M, LAKIMER,
K M. BURNET,
0, M, THOMSON,
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