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MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR.

Execvrive Orrioe, Maron 24, 1865,
Gentlemen of the Semate : —

I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of J. A.
Harvey, who was itated Commissi by chapter seventy-
nine. laws of the Eleventh General Assembly, to adjust with the
general government certain questions relating to the public lands.
The success which has attended his connection with this respon.
sible daty entitles him to great credit, and snggests the propriety
of continning him in the position until all the claims founded
upon this class of interests have been liquidated. With the land
interests of the State he is thoroughly conversant, and the expe-
rience he has scquired in effecting the settlement he now reporta,
would safford the hope of greater results from his labors than from
those of any man who has not this experience. But uuless a larger
remuneration be aceorded him, it will be impossible for the State
to avail itself of his services. Appointed while Register of the
State Land Office, and in receipt of a salary from that position, it
seems to have been overlooked that the compensation for this
additional daty to which he was assigned wonld be insufficient
when his salary as Register censed. That it is totally inadequate
to the abilities required, and to the valuable experience which
Mr. Hagvex brings to the work is plainly apparent. 1 would,
therefore, recommend that a more just and liberal compensation
hpddhim!hl“mmhhﬁq ‘
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counties their just claims is far greater with an agent of the Sigta
duly accredited and clothed with the proper authority, thag jg *‘\'
would be if left to the severnl counties, or agents, by them
appointed. In the latter case many of these claims must b
abandoned as beyond the hope of recovery.
SAMUEL MERRILL,
Governor,

REPORT.

His Exorriexoy, Sayven Mermiy, Goveesor or lowa:

Sir : Though vot required by law to do so, I feel impelled by a
sense of duty to make n brief report in referenco to the mattets
cutrosted to my clinrge by chapter 79 of the acts of the Eleyenth
General Assembly, thut the present General Assembly may the
better nmderstand this complicated subject and take such setion id
the premises s may seem necessary for the public interest.

As already reported to you n the last Biennial Report of the
State Land Ofiice, all the matters referred to in said chapter have
been adjnsted excopt the 8wamp Land clnims, and as to them we
are comstandly bt slowly spprosching a final conclusion, We
wonld st this time be nearer the end of this difficalt and tedious
bugiveas bad the compensation allowed been safficient to justity a
stendy dovotion of my time to the matter. It will be seen that
my compensation is limited ta fwo dollars per day, for the time
actually employed, and the necessary expenses. Thia nct was
pansed when Fwas lling the ofiice of Register snd drawing the
lﬂlrythuufnr,mdlhnhadnlhﬂpudngmd in midi-
tion were thought 1o be reasonable.  The business eould not, how-
ever, be olosed up during the year 1866, and wﬂmﬂvpplng
with that year letf e ouly the compensation spoeified in said
chapter, so utterly inadeqnato s to preclude the idea of dovoting
mehﬁmtothfqm A family can not be clothod avd sup-

ported, aud children educsted on such & moager [ was
thwmmmpdkﬂwdﬁmmdmm':» sl
and porsanal business, f

Tu view of the vast interests at stake, an
elae was unthorized to uot for the State in th
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to urge on the adjustment, without sacrificing too much. Tn fhe
time that I have thus spent I have loet by the neglecl of profes
sional business much more than I have reccived from the -'
for my services, but I flatter myself with the balief that my
sarviees huve not been worthless to the State. Beside the adiusd.
ments under the other grants, all of which are sottled so far
they can be outside of the courts, there has been since my appoint
ment, approved to the State as swamp land, 131,608,07 acres, and
issned a8 indemnity, script for 146,434 44 acres and $158,751.77 jn
cash, making in the aggregate, rating the land and scrip at 3195
per acre, the sam of §507,417.40.* 1 do uot claim that this js g
the result of my labors. Other agencies have been to work, and
this is the result of all combined, and shows that our claims hay
been pressed more vigoronsly and with hetter success than is gen-
erally supposed ; and will, with a persistent prosecution, resch &
final termination before many years more elapse. .
1 have visited Washington op this business three times,
spent np to this date sbout one hundred and fifty days, bes
time spent in corresponding with the Department and with count
and parties interested, of which no account is taken, — of which
about seventy-five duys have been spent sinco the expiration of
my term ne Register, ;
When the swawp selections were made, the lists under
direction of the General Land Office were sent to the Surveyor
General, to be by him examined with reference to the proofs fas
nishied and the field - notes and plats in bis office, and after
his deeision thereon he was to report to the General Land Office
such ns he decided to be swamp land. °
These lists were, many of them, sent to the Surveyor-Genera
without being fivst sent to the State Land Offiee.  Of such the 8
had no account. To remedy this I made an, effort to get from
Burveyor - General, bafore the discontinuance of that office,
of such lists, together with the dates of filing the same in
office, and the dates of his reports thereon lo the General Lat
Office, but be declined to farnish thew for want of authority
on aceount of the great amount of laber it would require of

e o e
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Many of the lists wero never reported on by the Surveyor-
Genersl at all, but when the office of Sarveyor-General was abol-
ished for this State, all these lists, with other papers, were for:
warded to the General Land Office as papers bolonging to the dis-
continned office.

While at Washington during the past winter I obtained acoess
to those papers, and with muach labor and some expense for assist-
ance, endeavored to mscortain thercfrom the condition of the
claims of the sevoral eounties,

I sppend hereto a tabular statement, showing the number of
acres of land embraced in the several lists of selections for each
county, the dates of filing sach lists in the Sum;oy-Genaal’s
Office ; the dates of bis raporta thereoo to the General Land Office;
the amount of seamp land patented; the amount accounted for
in indeannity, serip snd eash, and the number of acres nnsceounted
for to the State for each county, which last are the unsettled
claims, inelnding, however, the swamp lands certified to the State
a5 reilrond lands, of which there is a considerable quantity in
some of the counties. As to them nothing remains to be dome
with the Department, but resort muet bo had to the courts to hold
them (if at all) under the Swamp Grant.

T found that many of tho lists had no note or memorandnm
indieating their roception at the Surveyor- General's Office.  Eepo-
cially ia this troe as to those transmitted to that office during the
administration of Warner Lewia. 1 could not, therefore, got the
correct date in many instances, in which cases T took the date ot
the last certificate before sending to that office, which can not be
far wrong. 1 found it also very diffienlt to arrive at the corroct
amonnt of land in many of the lists, owing to their mutilated con
dition and the errors and neies in description and wrea.
1In most instances, however, this exhibit is I beliove, correet.

It will be scen that the uneettied claims amount in the
aggregte to over 1,850,000.00 acres.  Some of which, as before
stated, have been cortified as railroad land, and somo was disposed
of by the Government before the date of the gmot. To many of
these lands the State will no doubt be unable to establish her right
ot T am more thoroughly convinced than ever, that with the
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necessary encrgy she will get all she is entitled to under the gt
notwithstanding the opposition of the present Oommimi of
the General Land Office.
I ean not review here the many adverse rulings and decisiong of
the Department, but will briefly call attention to two of thres of
the most important. ]
Notwithstanding the fact that the Sccretary gave the State §
privilege of selecting the land by her own agents, still he resos
nizes as selected only such as the Surveyor- General decided to be
swamp and reported as such to the General Land Office.
such are placed on the books of the General Land Office a8 swam,
selections. Many of the lands actually selected and reported
the State have never been by him so reported. As will be ¢
by reference to the Exhibit, many entire lists were retained
by him without making any report thercon. This he did und :_
direction of the Oommissioner, Thus, after the State has
to the trouble and expense of making the examination and seles
tion, and sent the lists as direoted by the Department, they ure
stopped by the Commissioner on the way and prevented from
reaching the Geveral Land Office, and then he refuses to recos
nize the selections becanse they are not so reported to his offies,
On such he will not receive or regard proof, or deal with them
swamp land io any way. .
Again, the aet of Congress of Mareh 3d, 1867, was intended
confirm all the selections of swamp lands then made and repoi
by the State. It will be seen. that at that date a number of
selections had been reported by the State to the Surveyor Ges
and were then in his hands under direction of the General
Office. Al such the Commissioner hulds, do not eome within:
provisions of that set. It is true that the act confirme the se
tions * heretofore made and reported to the Commissioner of t
General Land Office,” but I think a fair construction will make
include these lists. Evidently Congress intended to confirm
such lands as had been selected by the State and the lists th
forwarded to the General Land Office, and I submit, wheth
legal contemplation these should not be considered as so

They were heyond the control of the State and under the
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of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. They were sent
to the Surveyor-Genoral by his direction, and were subject to his
order.

Agam, under the roling of the Department the State ecannot
raceive indempity for land sold by the United States, after the date
of the act of March 34, 1857. This I think is contrary to the true
intent and meaning of that act. Oertain it 7e, that if the act of
1850 granted o the State the swamp lands, any subsequent digpo-
gition of them by the government conveys no title unless the
State by secepting indernity, or in some other way relinquishes
her right under that act.

On these several points the Department rules most strongly
against the claims of the State, but the necessary relief can be had
in congrossional legislation. There is now un act pending to rem-
edy, us to some of the eounties, the difficnlties above indicated. It
should bo 8o framed, or amended as to wect on genoral principles
all these difficnlties and secure the vecognition of these selections,
A memorial feom the Genersl Assembly to Congress on the subject
would probably aid very wuch in the passage of sach an el

Our mombers in Congress all stand ready to do ull they edn to
#id the agent of the State in the prosecution of these claims, and
to procure all nooded legislation for w fair settiement under the
grantk. More thaw this can not ressousbly be expected of them.

1 wonld suggest that you recommend the Geveral Assembly
to withor repeal the set referrod to, of the last session, and give the
matter up entirely to the several counties to prosecute their own
elaims as they best ean, or increase the compensation so as to
justify the necessary time and attention. That & State like ours,
wdmittod, as she is, to be in the best financiul eondition of all the
States in the Government, should desira to send an sgent on such
importaut business, for so inadequate compensation is preposter-
ous. And when it is remembored that the expense comes off the
counties receiving the bensfit of the services, and not off the
State, thore is no reason why she shonld not allow reasonable pay.
Besides, it is unreasonable to suppose that a man competent to

2



10 REPORT OF LAND COMMISSIONER

take charge of this, the most complicated and difficult matter
nected with the affairs of our State, will spend his time for & mer
pittance.

If the nct is repealed these claims will be regarded as vi

fnmd and uperanhnon, which will result in swmdlmg many of - _
counties out of their rights under the grant. Considering thet
fact, in connection with the fact that the accredited agent o{ he
entire State, wonld have better facilities, and receive more
ble eonsideration in the transaction of the business, lnd
probably have a better knowledge of the business than the
of a single county, (withont raising other objections,) it
seem that the first conrse snggested would hardly be the |
one.

With me, personally, it makes bur little difference. With s
reasonable conpensation, I am willing to devote myself to
business aod press it to a final conclusion as rapidly as possibl
for leas I can not.

have drawn for services and expenses in connection with thi
businese, which is, I think, meager enongh to satisfy the me
economical. Never has the same amonnt of business been don
for this State at less expense.

I will further state, that a certified copy of chapter 4 of the Acts
of the present General Assembly was transmitted to me.

partment and obtained from the Commissioner & promise that th
lists desired shall be furnighed at an early day.

With the hope that my action in the premises will meet wit

the approbation of your Excellency, this report is
Respectfully submitted,

J. A. HARVEY,

Comanissione

‘Des Momses, Marou 23, 1868,

.

TABULAR STATEMENT.

teporied on Pma(m | Account- ﬂnwe d
COUNTIES l‘“"“‘"“ Hepored it Genersl for in
selected ! log“ mor l:ml Office. [vhe ﬁmn. indemn'y for.
ABAif.. ..r O omuam SiiApr, 01, 1856 Jan. 8 1857 0000, 9,547.80 5148
Adams. ...| 13456 80(Taly 8, 1854/Sep. 20, 1854] 4,85088) 550028 704069
h ; "640.00 iJalyﬂo 1661| Nt repurted] . cooveens|venrsvisfsinssarns
umwm%;mxmw‘.,..‘..,........
Alamakee, ..-moo’oen 9, 1855 Ja, 8, 1857, 12,8460 1183802 1.oxu_e
Appanoose.| 1089100 Mar, 18, m«‘&p 20, 1554) 880418 a,mu‘ 510715
Audubos. | 1020720 Jan. s’i}%‘gﬁ 5, ml':; soonu 6304, 720864
" rrense
n.moo:hf; 8, 1808 Nob pepored e veand suresansfoansins “
8
11,20, July wua-. 8, 1657  5%049) 720051 m
B m‘ ’i“’" g T L
BlackHawk g:;gmkum;:‘ FIPTPT iR
Booog . o 10, 1854 Bep. 20, 1

20, 1
1"’ mm.n,lmw 20, lgl‘l; .

wﬂm‘.ﬂmm'wl" P

Buchasan .. Apr. 19, 1634 Bep. 30, 1834

i) @a- 12, 1605 Jan &mw| nomd) I
8; Sep. 23, . Y
02,082,

cawarmanfiayaeenyifus

Mar. 23,
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Tubular Statewent — Continued,

f

l Amnn\nt ?"”p""“d on '“‘P"““‘ on MT‘PNV d' Account],

COUSTIES 'lu Sarveyor-| to Genersl | to the |ed for in
C ™ General. |Laad Pgﬁra Btate,
Cer.'uT&.-w 63 Mur. 30, 1850 Ang. 23, 1850 000 55,8
¢=s.o|Mar. 11, 1864 Not reported|..... ...
Cherokes, . ﬂ.&w,ﬁﬂl&ug. 13, 1859 Mar, 27, 1800
Chbicknsaw, | 44,980,00 Dec. 28, t&!ﬁ;hn. 8 1857 44000
Clark...... 4,970 62 Apr. 31,1850 June 24, 3859' ........
Oley:.i. .5 n.m‘aa‘?m 4, 1800’3!&1'. 87,1800] 1823097]..... ...
Clsyton....| 484073 Apr. 15, 1@;4;&,;»;20, 1854 15279
Clinton ....| 45,040.80! Dec, 31, lﬂﬁﬂl.l’unc 5, 1854] 17865.72)
Crawford | 7,040 00\Mar. 6, 1856/ Not reported| ... ... )
18,297.51 i.hme 1. 1863/ Nok reported| - oooel.
Dallas.. ... .| 10,510.00/Mar, 10, 1854 Sept. 20, 1353] 5,.205.94
Davis...... umu‘m;w 1857|Apr. 26,1850, ....|.
Deeatur. .. m.uwo'.,m. 18, 1854/Sept. 20, 1854
Delaware .| 10,720.00/ Feh. 18, 1856/ Jan. 8, 1857
Dees Moines.| 17,008.78 Feb. 21, 1854 Bept. 20, 1854
Dickinson.}| 40,801.54 Tuly 23, I&m'mjmed
‘Mn 10,'54| Sept, 18, 1855 l
Dubuque ..; 411062 Apr. 28,'57| Not reported) 7
July 7,57 Not reported| |
Ewmolt ...| 07,507.62!Mar, 20, 1861 Not L PPTEE B S
PFayette. ... IB,W.MINB. 27,1855 Jan. 8, 1857
Floyd.. ....| 1010971 Dec. 8, 1885/ Jan, 8, 1857].....
Fraukiing..| 28,550 48 Apr. 1, 1864 Notreported]........ f.i.....
| f June 7, ms« t, 20, 1854
Fremon]. . 102,755 51 { e By T
Guthrle. ...
Grundy ...,
9,240 00| Aug. 15, 1850, Mar. 27, 1860|
18,657.16 Bept. 7, 1863 N mpmd
Nov. 1158 May 11, 1859
63,018 Nov. 9358 Hu 11, 1859
June 23,88

41,663.91|Nov. 20, 1856 Mar. e. 1857 11,381.41) 1117049

¢4
moun Untmmsomlm.
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Talwlar Stalement — Continged, "

o 'm.lﬂg;;‘;wmm “W""'“bam."uﬁm-d

Gmml. Land Offico.

| BB0B217) Mar. U8, 1550 Aug 22, 1560 00053 GAMS.1H, 40,040.99
Hardin.... | 1297984 May 12, 1858 Aug. 22, 1830  820.00) B,00L71) 7,067.58
Harrison, ., 126 407.00 July 5, 1854 Sept 20, 1854 117,512.00) 2812548 5,75883

Heary. ... 5,613.53 Mar. 10, lﬁwﬂl&ph 20,185 ... ... 1885680 872707
Howard....| 2270008 Dec. 23, 1855 Jun. 8, 1857) 6754 21(.........| 1600847

127,28\ Nov. 20, 1856 Mxr. §, 1567 | By
aﬁf.“m nuggz"lsanuuz- 1560 B

.| 188007 A[WUIEAJN}; 5, 1854| 2440.88 owm 6.080.47
1,630 47| Nov. usss Feb. 21, 18300 29870),...,....| 930071

.| 12,072.07|Aug. 1, 1854 Feb. 13, 188! 678601 d4sasdl 253008
Juaper..... mm.wu.r,m.lmsep:m :aﬂ' R1098) 5008.38] 17,006.58
Jefferson, .| 1,50.36(May 9, 1854 e dal.,... ...| 47610
Johuson ...| 5040191 m.esnsﬂsmm.m 180306 $320747) 552548
Jones...... 2y May 15, andiBept. 13, 1854 18001 12.757.07

181608
1118420
2088.97
270250

.| 18981.26'Feb, 13, no 15, 180
“hprelal act pending for the relief of this county,



14 REPORT OF LAND COMMISSIONER.

Tabular Statewment — Continved.

Rrpﬂﬁ!d on ;Keporued 0B Appmv'd | Account-

Amount |
“!Lm_ d |Io Survrynr-I to General | 1o the jed for in

COUNTIES.

Land Office.| State. [indem'ny
('Brien ...| 23,192706 {Apr \pr. 19,50 June 24, 1850 e
Apr?‘m\htnpunud,.

Osceola™ B T o e VT I T | (PN e [T ) O rr o) oy e
Page....s- ﬂmlﬂiﬂlhr 8:185‘ 20, 1854 4 .
17,873.54 Mar, 9, 1864 %?l reporied st “an
Palo Alto}.| 605222/ Dec. 19, 1850 Mar, 27,1560 20319281, .. ...
Plymoulh ..| 18,851.06 Nov. §, 1858/Feb. 21, 1839 Lo S

Pocahont'sf| 76,140 77 Ang. 0, 1850 Mar. 27, 1800/
| Another |Nov. 24, 1859 Not reparted

Polk.. .. ...| 36,620.04|Mar. 50, 1854/8ep. 20, 1854
Pottawat'e..| 56,640.19 Feb, 20, 1654/8ep. 20, 1854
Poweshiek®|. ......

25,041.84|May 1, 1850/ Tune 24, 1850
16,874.47 May. 10, 1564/ Not reported, .

Beott...,...| 11,628.52 Feb. 28, 1854 June 5, 1854

Bloux......| 1024208/ Nov. 3, mmreh.m 1850
B,180.91| Apr. 10,1850 ... . -

Shelby. ... 17.070.60 Mar. 6, 1850 J.n 8, 1857 92,8105 wu
6,828 07| Mar. 24, 1864 Not reported| ... ...

BLOTY . «oov o] 2287177 June 1, 1854(8ep, 2, 1864
BRe.oyseres| 83,702.04 July 1, 1858 Feb. 21, 1850
Tumn ....| 4456000 mn.xwams,:m

lor... .| 244000{0%t |Aug. 31,1857

b 5,458 00 fa. i ms,aﬁa: 18671 .
m June 20, 1857 Aug. l,lﬂm.
8,745.45 Apr. 4, mu Not reported
Unlon. ....| 16,314.84]Mar. 80, 1850 June 24, 1859!
Van Buren.| 152000 Mar. 18, 1854 20, 1864
WRPOIO®. sl sy Shu sbf eniieays WTRA fudle Sinn owde

Warren, .. | 20,674.33| Mar. s.lumn.mw

1,160.00{ May 28, 1863 Not reported| ....
‘Waahington ¢
Wayne.....| 10,780 00{Joly 10, 1855 Jan, 8, 1857
10,560, 2 9, ZrE e e | EOSt! o
 Webster....
—
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Winseshiek!

SE

Wright ..

IW“

u" the led mxalﬁ"""‘"

47434 90 Mar. 12,1850 iug 23 x@f@u 90233, 5300058
10266.00/ Dec. 28, 1855 Jun. & 1857 204153 218880
57,044.58 5 May u:'m'g:; 8, 155‘ D026, v cveains u.:n.n
.| @764 !ng 22, 1862 Not rqmned ................. 82,0764

178629910ct. 2, 1658/Apr. 20,1850  S1T.72] 6,02524) 1102006





