MEMORIAL

IN MERALY OF

WHITE'S MANUAL LABOR INSTITUTE.

To the General Assembly of the State of lowa:

The undersigned Trustees of the * Warre's Towa Maxuvan Lasor
Instrrure,” would, in view of the fact that a petition will be pre-
sented to your Honorable Body asking an sppropriation for said
Institute, present the following brief statement of the history, present
condition and object of the enterprise :

About the year 1851, Joseph White, of Philadelphia, 6 member of
the Society of Friends, died, and in his will, smong other bequests,
is one of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000.00) to establish o ** Man-
ual Labor School,” near Salem, Towa, for the benefit of poor children,
“white, colored and Indian.”

The will directs that one - half of the bequest shall be laid out in
the purchase and improvement of o tract of land one - and - a « half
miles square, situated in the northern part of Lee county, Iows,
near the town of Salem aforesaid, which tract the donor was nego-
tinting for at the time of his decense — and the remaining half to be
expended in the erection of school buildings.
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Under the will, the parchase of this beautiful body of fourteen
hundred and forty (1440) acres of undulating prairie, was consum-
mated at sn expense of seven thousand seven hundred and sixty dol-
lars (87,760) by trustees appointed by the Indiana Yearly Meeting of
Friends who, according to the bequest, was at that time to have the
care and management thereof. While under their dircotion, the
Institution was incorporated under the laws of this State ; one section
of the land was enclosed and cultivated, several tenement houses
were erected, and some preparation made for school buildings.

In the fall of the year 1864 the aforesaid Yearly Meeting trans-
fered its trust, as contemplated in the will, to the Towa Yearly Meeting
of Friends who provide for its management through three trustees
and an advising committee of ten persons, whose reports appear
sunually in the printed proceedings of the Yearly Meeting, which
show that the work has been prosecuted toward completion as rap-
idly as eircumstances would permit,

PRESENT CONDITION.

Six handred and forty (640) acres are in good state of cultiva-
tion, and thereon are six good frame houses and barns, also granaries,
wells of water, &o., necossary for the use of those that till the farm.
Phirce hundred and twenty acres are enclosed and used for pasture,
and preparations are being made to enclose and improye the remain-
ing four hundred and eighty ncres. The proceeds of the premises
the past year amounts to about fifteen hundred dollars ($1500).

The school edifice is handsomely situated near the center of the
tract, and is seventy -four feet long and thirty - five and o half feet
in width— o stone basement of twelve feet, and two stories of brick
each sixteen feot in height. Only the best material was used, and
no pains were spared to wmake it a substantial and durable building.
1t is also admirably adapted for the home as well as school room of
pupils and teachers.

- When the walls were enclosed the tressury was exhausted snd an
indebtedness of nearly two thousand dollars incurred by the great
advance in the prico of material and labor after the adoption of the
plan and during the construction of the building. This incumbrance
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the products of the farm can liquidate, Lut many years ‘must elapse
before the means from that source will be sufficient to complete the
structure and equip it for use. The cash valae of the premises is
estimated from fifty to seventy - five thousand dollars,

DESIGN OF THE INSTITUTION.

The Christian donor, as appears by his will, designed this institu-
tion to be a Nursery for the poor children of our State without
regard to sect or color, and in his own langusge “such as have not
the means to procure schooling, board and clothing themselves.”
His “design and intent being not so much a Literary Institution, or
education (however valuable this may be to them) as o Spiritoal edu-
cation.” * * *% * «Relieving that such a religions education
strictly maintained from the early age of six to nine years and kept
up to, from fifteen to twenty-one years of age would under the
blessings of our Saviour and Redeemer who did so much and also died
for man, be a blessing to many through life whatever may be their
change of circumstances.” “And to have the care and management
of said school it is my desire that the Yearly Meeting of Friends or
Quakers of which I am in unity in Indiana, and if that becomes
divided as is now proposed, that the Yearly Moeting nearest each
location of the schools take charge of them by a committee,

And to give farther security to the permanency of said school, “
order and direct that the condition of the grant of land and improve-
ments referred to for each school, is that in no case or under any
circumstances, is the fee simple in the schools granted so as to sub-
ject any of said land and improvements to bo ever sold, or in any
way embarassed or acoountable for any debt the institution, or those
having charge of it, or either of them may engage in.”" The fact of
his confiding this valuable trust to the “ eare and management” of
the Society of Friends, may give color to the conclusion that the
education should be sectarian in character, yet from s freo and
lengthy correspondence had with the donar by those he employed to
Iny the foundation of the Institution, we are not justified in placing
such a construction thereon, but that the eourse of instruction should
be liberal and Christian, inculeating the fundawental doctrines of the
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“Protestant faith” held and believed by evangelical ehurches, and
laid down by our Saviour as contained in the New Testament; and
upon this system we intend to conduet the Institution.

According to the rules and order of our society, and the provis-
ions of the will, our children are debarred the advantages of thig
gift; its benefits are intended for the friendless, the homeless, and
the poorest of the poor whose condition merits the active charity of
the State, To rescue this class from the path of poverty and igno-
rance that go often leads to erime, and surround them with mfluences
and opportunities that will fit them with industrions business habits,
and high moral principles, is certainly the prime object in view.

As the Bociety in Iowa in whose care the Institution is intrusted
finds itsell unable to furnish the means required to complote the
work already go far advanced, we are stimulated by the fearful
record of crime among the youth, us shown by the prison reports,
to carnestly and prayerfully solicit legislative aid for an enterprise
in which all citizens of the State are equally interested.

We therefore trust that your honorable body will appropriate to
White's Towa Manual Labor Institute fifteen thousand dollars to be
oxpended under your direction and upon conditions of your own
choosing (s0 us not to conflict with the provisions of the will ns
uforesaid) for the purpose of completing and furnishing said school
edifice, to provide tho necessary out - buildings, and for the erection
and farnishing of workshops, where trades can be taught the pupils,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JOIN H. PICKERING,
JOHN PYLE,
WM., MARSHALL,

Trusteea of White's Towa Manual Labor Institute,

REFORT OF THE COMMITTER
TO

VISIT SOLFERINO FARM AND WHITE'S MANUAL LABOR SCHUOL.

o the Twelfth General Assembly :

The Joint Committee instructed by resolution of both Honses to
visit and report upon the situation, character and adaptation of
those premises in Lee county, severally known as the * Solferino
Farm,” and “ White’s Manoal Labor School,” as a proper site for
the proposed Reform School, have performed that duty, and
respectfully beg leave to report:

THE SOLFERINO FARM,

We find this farm of 152 acres, 2o generonsly offered to the
State for the site of the Reform School by the Hon, IL W. Sem-
ple, delightfully situated on the bank of the Mississippi, about a
mile bolow the village of Montrose, and eight and a half miles from
Keokuk. It has a sonthern front on the river, and extonding
back @ hall mile or thereabouts, ineloding within its bounds almost
overy variety of surface, soil and produetion. The immediate
front has » gentle riso from the river until it reachos the first
beneh or terrace, from which lnst, the ascent is in some places
quite abrapt, while in others it is gently ascending until reaching
the platean of the surrounding country, of unsurpassed beanty.

Along theso terrmces, ns well ns the sides of the bloff, we find
pleasing variety of nutive shrubbery, which, when in foliage, must
add groatly to the attraction of the situstion.

Across this farm extends the same qnarries of limestone from
which mre, in other places, taken the stones so mueh wsed in that
vicinity and Keoknk, The Keokuk, Mt. Pleassut & Muoscatine
railrond has its track across the front of this farm, making it
acceesible by rail ns well us by river; and when the Northern
lowa Central railroad shall have completed, a direct railroad cou-
nection will be easy with nearly every portion of the State.





