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REPORT OF THE-STATE PRINTING BOARD 
The operations of the state printing board are carried on under 

the provisions of chapters 14, 15 and 16 of the eode. The board 
lets contracts for printing; directs the manner, style, and quan· 
tity of the public printing, and attends to all matters pertaining 
thereto. 

The board appoints a super intendent, who serves during the 
pleasure of the board. The superintendent is ex-officio hecrctary 
of the board and its executive officer. He is in immf.'diate charge 
of the supervision of printing; has the custody and attends to the 
distribution and sale of codes, session laws, supreme cour t reports 
and public documents; supervises the compilation and publication 
of the session laws, the legislative bill index and the Offieial Regis
ter. Also the permanent volumes of the senate and house journals 
of the general assembly are indel'ed under his supervision. 

An outstanding accomplishment in connection with printing mat
ters during the period covered by this report was the return to the 
general fund of the state of the sum of $18,525.92, saved out of 
the appropriation for the period for printing for the general AA

sembly and departments not otherwise provided for. 1'bis was 
possible notwithstanding the constant growth of govcmmcntel ac
tivities, calling for corresponding increases in printing volume. 
It was made possible in no small part by the lu~arty cooperation 
extended to the printing board by all other departments. For the 
moet part all departments show a disposition to do everything 
po<;.~ible consistent with their needs to keep down pr inting outlay 
and to get for the state the largest possible benefit for expenditures 
incurred. Thia applies to all printing problem, except depart
mental reports. Objections by departments are sometimes met 
when efforts are made to reduce the extent of these doeumcnh. 
Such objections, as a rule, are not persistent, and, with f<•w rx
ceptions, are overcome on a basis of mutual understanding. There 
are, however, some diffieult problems yet to be solved in this con
nection. An element of importance is the state's long-establi~hed 
poliey of full publieity for publie affairs. Where to draw the line t 

Because of the saving above noted during the past two years, 
and because the printing board is eonfident of doing at least t>qually 
well dur ing the coming two vears, it is believl.'d that the 1931 
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edition or the code, at a cost of about $25,000, can be taken ean 
of without any extra appropriation. .Our askings, accordingly, 
will be limited to a sum equal to the amount appropriated two 
years ago. 

There was also turned back to the general fund at the end or 
the biennium $2,448.89, an unu.sed balance out or the sum appro
J>rintcd for administrative purposes, such as salaries, etc. The 
amount asked under this head for the coming two years is $900 
les.~ than was appropriated two years ago. 

During the past five years, the number of employees in the office 
bas been reduced by two. 

J n the matter of the cost of printing to the state there is a con
siderable difference between the net and the gross. The only 
figures that we are able to give complete are for the gross outlay. 
These are the figures found listed in this report. Revenue is de
rived directly from various items that figure in the outlay for 
printing, such as codes, session laws, supreme court reports, etc., 
sold and distributed by and through this offiee, and also from quite 
numerous and widely varied items put out by some other depart· 
mcnts and by the educational institutions. Also, under a slightly 
different head, are items paid for by the institutions in tlie first 
instance, later to be charged in whole or in part to individuals or 
organizations with subsequent rcimbllrsement to the public funds. 
Still other items that go to swell the apparent total, especially at 
the educational institutions, get into the account at their inception. 
to be sifted out later. This arises through the close relationship and 
cooperation that exists between the institution on the one hand and 
voluntary activities and organizations on the other hand. The 
receipts of this office from sales for the period covered by this 
report were $21,88!>.57. As indicated, and for the reason that the 
accounts are not controlled by this office, the fllrther sums realized 
from sales, reimbursements, etc., cannot be stated, but such s11ms 
are known to be considerable. Just touching the high spots st Iowa 
C'ity r eveals about $10,000. 

'l'he term "printing" as used in the statutes and as used in this 
report includes also binding, and, by interpretation of the attorney 
~cncral, ('Xtends to library binding. The state owns, in libraries 
at Des Moines, Iowa City, Ames and Cedar Falls, nearly 1,000.000 
volumes. The rebinding of books and the binding of periodicals 
into permanent volumes for these libraries approximated $50,000 
for the two years covered by this report. This $50,000 goes to 
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,.well the total, although not strictly printin:r. The term printing 
likewise includes engraving, which represents n!'nrly $11,000 of the 
printing expenditure for the two-year p('riod. 

It is aho true that the figures given in this report do not include 
a certain amount of printing done at the stat<' univcr,ity in a on('· 
press plant operated on the campus. tinder code section 185, thl' 
juri.~diction of the printing board does not appl~· to o.ucb printing. 
rnder this 'arne settion the board of control OJlerates ut the Ana
mosa reformatory a plant where is done practically all printing 
for the fifteen institutions under its management. uch printing 
is also oul~ide of the jllrisdiction of the printing board and does 
not appear in the figures given in this report. 'l'he same is true 
as to a small plant at Eldora. 

The code is the heaviest item in the printing account. Under 
txisting law a new code is printed ('Very four years. The sug
gestion might arise that a new code once iu l!ix year11 ought to 
~uffice. The fact is, howe,·er, that the code carries itself, or 
nearly so. Receipts from sales off-set the cost. Also it iA true 
that the legal fraternity likes the prcsl'nt ammgcmcnt. Tt is on 
thl'm that the expense fi11ally falls. 

Xext to the code, the official register is thr largl'~t item o[ 
printing. This volume is in demand 118 a text book in civics. 
Distribution is made to the public schools through the county 
superintendents, oq provided by law. !\[any individual reque11ts 
art also received. Classes at the State UniveNity arc provided 
with about 600 copies of each edition. l<'ornwrly the total edition 
was 40,000 copies. A few years ago thl.' printing board cut thiK 
to 30,000. The 30,000 copies of the 1929-30 editiou rol!t $1:;,067.16, 
eomparl'd with $29,675.10 for 40,000 copies or the 1!1:!1 -1922 edi· 
lion. 'l'hus, this book costs only slightly morr than hnlf what 
it cost ten ~·ears ago. 

As all printing supervised by this board is done on a basis or 
competitive bids, prices paid, on tbc average, may hi' low corn
pared with prices paid by commereinl concerns ror like work. The 
t'flmpetition is kten. Soml'times the bids go so low 3$ to give rise 
to complaint. Those who complain seem to argue that the state, 
lUI they view it, being rich and able to pay, ought to pay prices 
affording a profit. The only answer the printing board has been 
able to find to that proposition is that the biddel'l! themselve.o; make 
the prices and that it is the !unction of the board to do tho best it 
ean for the state. There may be presented in thill matter a prob-
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Lem for t be printers, but it can hardly be said that there is prt
sented a problem for the state. The board feels that the low 
bidder should have the work unless because of lack of equipment. 
lack of financial responsibility or lack of experience. The law 
provides for taking these factors into consideration. It is seldom 
that a bidder seeks work that he is not well prepared to bandit. 

This complaint against low prices arises mostly in the city of 
Des Moines and coincides quite closely with the further complaint 
that more of the \VOrk should be done in Des Moines and less of 
it at other point.'l in the state. The board feels that no partiality 
can be, or bas been, shown, and that again the board is bound to 
do the best it can for the interests of the state. During the two 
years ending June 30, 1930, Iowa printing contractors outside of 
Des Moines received approximately 47 per cent of the total paid 
out for work, approximately 49 per cent went to Des Moines 
ooncerns, \\'bile about 4 per cent went to concerns outside of tbe 
state. Items bought outside of the state are mostly specialties that 
are not produced in the state on a competitive basis, such as ciga. 
rette tax stamps. tags ror feed stu ff~;, and a rcw other leAA im
portant items. 

Of necessity, certain portions of the printing must be done in 
Des Moines for want of time, such, for example, as the work for 
the general nflliembly while in session. 

Contraetors doing printing for the state during the period in 
question (July 1, 1928~June 30, 19:\0), with post office addresses. 
are listed M follows: 

Acres-Blaclrmar Company, Bur lington. 
American Lithographing & Printing Company, Des Moines. 
Athens Pres.CJ, Iowa City. 
Benson Bindery, lowa City. 
Berkowitz Envelope Company, Des Moines. 
Bishard Brothers, Des Moines. 
Campbell P rint ing Company, Des Moines. 
Capital C'ity P rinting Plate Company, Des Moines. 
Carpenter-Skilling Printing Company, Des Moines. 
Carter Printing Company, Des Moines. 
Cedar Falls Daily Record, Cedar Falls. 
Central Press, Des Moines. 
Century Printing Company, Des Moines. 
Clinton Book Bindery. Clinton. 
Collegiate Press, Ames. 
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Columbian Bank Note Compan~·. Chicago. 
Com~el'cial Art Engravers, Cedar Rapids.. 
DennlSOn ?!Ianufacturing Company, Framingham, Mass. 
Denny Tag Company, WC»tchc:.tl"r, Pa. 
Economy Advertising Company, Iowa City. 
Eureka Sp~ialty Printing Company, Seranton, Pa. 
Hertzberg Bmdery, Des Moines. 
Holst Printing Company, Cedu Falls. 
illinois Office Supply Company, Ottawa, lll. 
Iowa Lithogr aphing Company, Des Moines. 
J. M. Jamieson, Des Moines. 
International Tag Company, Chicago. 
Jenkins & Fergemann, Waterloo. 
Keystone Press, Clinton. 
Kenyon Company, Inc., Des Moines. 
Koch Brothers, Des Moines. 
Laurance Press Company, Cedar Rapids. 
Lefebure Ledger Company, Cedar Rapids. 
Gco. F. Lichty Printing Company, Des Moines. 
Long-Johnson Printing Compa11y, Jackson, 'l'l"nn. 
MacDonald Press, Des Moines. 
Marshall Printing Company, Marshalltown. 
Matt Parrott & Sons Company, Waterloo. 
Mercer Printing Company, Iowa City. 
:\fessengcr Printing Company, l<'ort Dodge. 
1\fetropolitan Supply Company, Cedar Rapid,, 
Moon Printing Company, Des Moines. 
Morgan Printing Company, Des Moines. 
News Printing Company, Newton, 
Quality Print Shop, Des Moines. 
Robt. Teller Son.'> and Dorner. ~ew York ('ity. 
Seleine Printing Company. Marshalltown. 
Shoemaker Shop, Waterloo. 
Smith & Smith Printing Company, De~> Moine~. 
Spcncer-WiUiamson Printing Company, De<~ Moine;;. 
Stephenson Printing Company, Des :\[oine~. 

Stewart-Simmons Printing Company, Watt>rloo. 
Student Publications, Ames. 
'l'albott-Eno Company, Des MoincH. 
The Torch Press, Cedar Rapid~. 
Tribune Publishing Company, Arne~. 

I 
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'l'ri-City Lithographing Company, Davenport. 
University Publishing Company, Des Moines. 
U. S. Finishing & Manufacturing Company, Chicago. 
Wallace-Homestead Company, Des Moines. 
Waterloo Engraving & Service Company, Wj!terloo. 
Welch Printing Company, Des Moines. 
Woolverton Printing Company, Cedar Falls. 
World Publishing Company, Shenandoah. 

The following statement of the cost of printing for each of the 
several depattmcnts for the biennial period endjng June 30, 1930, 
is submitted as required by law: 
Academy of Science ....... ............ ... • .......... . ........ $ 1,560.36 
Architectural Examiners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . • . . • . . 22.50 
Attorney General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 10,561.06 
Auditor or State.. .......... . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,267.40 
Bacteriological Laboratory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155.68 
Banking Department ................................... : . . . . 2,928.83 
Banking Department- Receivership . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . 137.53 
Beer Cattle Producers Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . • . . . . . . . 366.51 
Board or Accountancy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 496.08 
Board or Assessment and Review..... . .............. . .... ... 6;938.51 
Board or Conservation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 4,236.71 
Board or Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . 1,065.34 
Board of Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 3,481.77 
Board of Engineering Examiners . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 834.71 
Board of Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,767.19 
Bonrd of Pnrolc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 722.97 
Bonus Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 540.00 
Bureau or Labor... ....... ........................... . ..... .. 2,111.75 
Clerk Supreme Court. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . 3,655.30 
Commission ror the Blind. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 325.22 
Corn and Small Grain Growers Association. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 1,446.16 
Dairy Association ............................ :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 631.80 
Dl rector or the Budget. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 762.35 
Educational Board or Examiners............................. 2,602.24 
Entomologist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 208.79 
Executive Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,825.54 
Fire Marshal .............. ..... .. ................ .'. . . . . . . . . 1,849.07 
Fish and Game........ . .............................. .. ..... 17,539.76 
General Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,969.92 
Geological Survey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,414.74 
Governor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . • . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,262.78 
Highway Commission . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . • . . . .. . . 28,431.95 
Historical Department ................................. :. . . . 3,49U9 
Historical Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.44 
Horse and Mule Breeders Association............ . ........... 1,055.12 
Horticultural Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,360.1! 
Industrial Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 1,701.5> 
Industrial Survey . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 309.29 
Insurance Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,542.68 
Law Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 1,792.9~ 
Library Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,883.4 
!\tine Inspectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,307.~~ 
Motor Vehicle Department....................... . ........ . .. 27,315.

30 National Guard (AdJutant General) . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,546.
83 Ph:u·macy Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 820. 
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Pioneer Law Makers .. ...................... . .... .... ....... . 
Printing Board .. · .. . · . · · .. · .. · ............. ............... . 
Railroad Commission ..... ... .. .. .......... •..........•..... 
Railroad Commission-Motor Carrier ............ •.•.• . .•. • .. 
Railroad Commission-Truck Operator ........ ..•. ..... •.... 
Reporter Supreme Court ..... . ...................... .. . .• .... 
SeCretary or AgricultuN! .................... .. .............. . 
Secretary of State .................. .... . ... ... . ............ . 
Secretary of State-Secur ities ...................... .. ..... .. . 
State Apiarist ................... . ... . .. • ... .. . • ............ 
State Library ............................. . . .........•.... . 
State Teachers Association .......... .. . ........ •. ........... 
Superintendent of Public Instruction .... ... .................. . 
Supreme Court ....................... . . • ...... • .... ........ 
Tax Committee .......................... • ........ . . • ....•.. 
Treasurer or State .................. • .... • ........ . ... • .. ... . 
Vocational Education .............. .. .. • . • ...... • ........... 
College for the Blind ..... .. ...... . .. ............... . .... ... . 
Iowa State College .......... ... ............ . ................ . 
State University ................. • ........... ......•..... . . . 
Iowa Stale Teachers College ..... • ............. • ...... .. ...... 
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29,329.06 
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663.17 
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869.92 
16.339.84 

262.20 
41.79 

11,280.02 
835.95 
95.76 

126,997.29 
112,180.14 
17,633.00 


