I

State of Jowa
1928

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF

STATE FIRE MARSHAL

FOR THE YEAR 1927

JOHN W. STROHM
State Fire Marshal

Published by
THE STATE OF IOWA
Des Molnes




LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Des Moines, lowa, January 31, 1928,
Hox. JounN Hamwmint, Governor of Lowa.

“'Sir: In compliance with the provisions of law 1 have ﬂiehon‘ér
to submit herewith the Seventeenth Annual Report of the affairs of
this office covering the period beginning January 1, 1927, and end-
ing December 31, 1927, both dates included.

The first six months of this year were under the supervision of
Mr. J. A. Tracy, then State Fire Marshal.

JorN W. STROHM,
State Fire Marshal.

Appointed by the Governor.

STATE FIRE MARSHAL
Term, Four Years. Expires July 1, 1931.

Otfice Name Legal Residence Birthplace
T e e | [—— ) W Strohm._.......| Olintod  ..cw... ..| JTowa
Dn:n .---,.... ........ Wm. R. Blake._.......| Clermont .......| lllinols
um:nt g:pn:r s e 3“?3 R m"?iii ..... Eg;uquo ...... l1lnols
mt - — - 'Bh“. ------ ﬂlﬂ'l, ----- m-‘
grapher Ao a O Margaret E. Wing......| Des Moines ...... lown

stenographer and

The entire expense of the State Fire Marshal's office is paid out of the
general revenues of the state,
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ANNUAL REPORT OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL

FOR YEAR 1927

NUMBER OF FIRES REPORTED 5,197, TOTALING A
LOSS OF $7211831; A REDUCTION OF 468 FIRES
AND $722,176 OVER THE YEAR 1926; A REDUCTION
OF 921 FIRES AND §2,512,651 OVER 1925.

This very commendable reduction in the number of fires and
loss was the result of several contributing factors: Inspections
have removed many fire hazards and investigations have diminished
the number of suspicious fires; education in fire prevention has
taught people that fire loss is a total waste that can not be replaced ;
publicity of fire prevention is mentioned elsewhere in this report.
Qur progress in fire prevention can be measured by the reduction
of fires and losses. It can be safely stated that fully 85 per cent
of all fires are preventable, caused by carelessness or indifference,
so it appears that the only hope of cutting down this criminal ash
heap is through a continuous campaign of education by application
and publicity. Too much publicity can not be had in keeping
before the public the necessity of daily fire prevention activities,

A large per cent, or 377 of the 468 less fires in 1927 came from
the eighteen largest cities of the state. The loss in these cities was
$1,029,778 less than in 1926. As the loss was only $722,176 less
throughout the entire state, the loss outside the eighteen cities dur-
ing 1927 was $307,602 more than it was in 1926, with 91 fewer
fires. In the eighteen cities the average loss for each fire in 1926
was $1,000.17 while in 1927 it was reduced to $7 57.80.

As in former years sparks from flues lead in the causes of fires
with a total of 1,683 and a loss of $806,798 as compared with 1,859
and a loss of $731,664 in 1926. The greatest loss of property was
farm dwellings at $1,403,078 with town dwellings a close second at
$1,331,875. Defective flues caused a property loss of $445,231 as
compared with $503,391 in 1926.

Attention is again called to the great number of fires caused by
match and smokers carelessness. Smokers carelessness cost $78,480,
match carelessness $31,452, children playing with matches $17,413,
a total of $127,345. | :

Losses on the farm were again heavy in 1927. The largest were:
dwellings $1,403,078, barns $625,452, corn cribs and granaries
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$27,015. Spontaneous combustion in hay and straw totaled a loss
of $228,108.

Lightning fire losses reported were as follows: Property not
rodded $152.652. rodded $44.900. Included in the latter amount is
one dwelling valued at $29,000.

During 1927 there was an average of a few more than fourteen
fires for every day of the year causing an average daily loss of
nearly $1,978—quite a large invisible tax assessed to the people of
lowa.

We ask you to read this report carefully, especially Tables [j
and I11.

STRUCTURES IN WHICH THE MOST DISASTROUS FIRES

OCCURRED
WA =T RPM <; irisntbessbapsvsbonsyesins 481 $1,403,078
DWelHBEE—TOWR ' i cicictasatvibsonsassssassoss 2,698 1,331,875
BROPBE. oo vian ostind iosans bin o arim 74 prihins Finls ap A b 263 1,047,210
Barng—FAIM .....ccvcveirintnnnrssssssiacennse 287 625,452
Factories, various kinds. ......... ..o, 34 359,808
Warehouses and StOraAZe. .. c.vvevinsssrossassnns 60 320,120
Elevator and seed houses. ., .......ceeviviannss- 14 241,990
RREINOE RIS ), 0w 5t 0/ dbs o ha's aa'e 6% ke orF Qw107 9 233,042
Mills—feed, flour, planing, etc........cocvuavi.n 6 230,760
HOUSOR, ADATIMONLE .. coivnrucnsavaiisssssannnss 103 147,057
BErER=TOWE' . (e aeb i s s havatan s i Vs e Fa b ane 125 143 889
AT —PUDUC | coveimsisimmns vanisnengss sienase 50 122,631
SRORIRPORE. o' s 5 s 460,85 480018 % 0 Sopip wlalenin'e @s e s e 3 o3 29 117,468
CHURRRaN ! 1t B LA s Pl r ot ol s L M vatal o ;23 108,680
GALAZES~—FriVRLE ¢« covwivs s anic vhala euplo s daio sinaly s 189 78,844
BRI 55 3 n a5 A0 o oW v GBIV UM e (e 0H s A AN 7 (4,085
CAUSES SHOWING THE GREATEST LOSS BY FIRES

IR ONEEES o Aaritr Yinorn fatl b silniate doe ol vaADE » TuR) s 871 $2,964,126
Sparks from flues on wooden shingles,.......... 1,683 806,798
ERfsative S8’ . 0200 ST ETE 4L SO AL e 342 445,231
Defective electric WIirlng. .. ..ccvveveosnnansnsss 1566 410,730
Defective and overheated heating plants ........ 216 363,202
P e R, ATl | gy L SR LU TN, | 293 318,090
Defective oil and gasoline stoves. ....v.cvvvuvuuss 150 233,287
Spontaneous combustion—hay .........c000van. 58 228,108
Spontaneous eombustion—coal, dust, ete,........ 18 208,746
EASDIDIBE 100 BOAY 2. isniaaesesiior o aslliih e 81 162,662
Ashes and coals against wood.........covveuans 47 117,504
Y R N LA o S L AR 2 R A 81 107,297
LARGEST FIRES OCCURRING DURING 1927, LOSS $75,000 OR OVER
MAROR CItT—JRNGATY | o onsanansnssnisssasyndhnsesdssinnoshies $ 200,000
YT TR T T A L L I B T IO B G e B e 150,000
Cedar Rapids—

e R e e A M L R T L Y, 144,664

DS T 3 . I T R N e b e T T e 124,214
MEOPETIR—MERROR < iix i vestvranaions vhlvvaas s ince nrt O .. 115,000
MarshaltoWn—DeCember ......c.veoseseessnssossssosscs e 90,000
1 TR T U R S S 4 TS O B e X g e 77,000

STATE FIRE MARSHAL T

DEATHS FROM FIRES

In 1927 there were 74 deaths reported as a direct result of fire.
Of this number 31 were men, 26 were women and 17 were children.

The Registrar of Vital Statistics of the State Board of Health ren-
dered very valuable assistance in compiling this list.

A COMPARISON OF FIRE LOSSES BY MONTHS FOR 1826 AND 1927

1926 1927
No. No.
Fires Loss Fires Loss
Ty R T ) T 727 § 945,791 768 § 978,763
T g RN ey A S P e 673 1,611,959 600 775,341
BNV (11, RN a0 OB B R b T44 893,660 509 710,692
BOTEl oo b @O abd e da 818 660,189 342 431,034
e X R R A everba 580,639 328 439,932
T e MRETTE L SRR 5 SR oy 300 332,883 218 315,278
L I S T v 328 784,602 364 496,427
LT e e n e P 244 383,729 284 743,214
BIDLAIRDOr .avaisaiasis vnviasnsias 226 362,113 276 404,920
ORRBEEE: .+« a5 5eao d/a e s Bae Oy 298 363,369 324 396,706
T T A PRSP R g 365 380,799 435 409,206
DEOBRIDOE -« io<vosssessndlolin: 589 814,254 760 1,110,328
F oyl (RO g o b A 5666 § 7,984,007 5197 § 7,211,831

A COMPARISON OF THE LOSSES IN EIGHTEEN LARGHST CITIES
IN TOWA IN 1926 AND 1927

1926 1927
No. No.
Fires Loss Fires Loss

BUPHREBLOR - ioidsbindas st srass 34 § 16,488 b9 $ 17,6138
Codar RADIAS . ivoncotesnnsos 187 141,804 144 313,663
CRBEOR - ik v45 55 s o et o 24l o & 160 33,850 122 43,866
Counicl]l BIGES ., v: vsccvivovonse 202 1,003,422 211 142,332
DEVORDORT' <1 e it e e snviele ass 221 476,443 186 92,684
Do MOIIOE . :.-siaenasansrens 670 387,697 599 266,692
DUDUGUO s cssaopssanansiyonms 120 56,744 100 43,448
ort Madison ... cesverrrenes 42 75,411 44 37,748
ORE. DGR o en0 mnpsstindk aicatvbn 18 116 108,516 82 41,817
L We LY A Sl b8 102,941 a9 18,276
KooK . i censobasionsesnceis 79 14,766 106 §1,690
Marshalltown ..i..cosesnssess 120 24,201 78 113,141
Magon CIY ..veocrvsnstabanssst 66 87,474 65 308,152
Muscatine .......cccocvavanns 59 31,033 64 16,1
OskaloOSBS ....covrcrsvssnssnss 32 76,703 17 43,339
OLEUIBWI. 4 oo bass v sasasiessessa 156 84,419 109 81,4156
Sloux CIty ...ccccvvnssensaene 451 172,774 406 227,722
WRLETI0O0 .06/ 50 a/ainaise g 223 120,881 189 97,202

Total i i wdnsraevasess 2,996 $ 3,014,467 2619 § 1,984,689

FIRE PREVENTION VERY EFFECTIVE

Fire Prevention Week in lowa this year was most successful
and undoubtedly surpassed all previous prevention weeks in effec-
tiveness. This was due largely to the splendid and efficient co-

operation rendered by fire departments, the press, pulpit, schools,
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civic organizations, the radio, etc. Individually and collectively these
all worked untiringly and placed no limit upon their activities i
helping to make life and property safe from fire.

Fire is a friend and foe alike. For every fire that is uncontroll-
able and destructive there are a thousand fires subservient to man,
his demands and wishes. Fire creates energy and destroys tha
which energy creates; it works for man and destroys the works
of man. Thereby is a vicious cycle established, and as long as
man needs fire he must suffer from its destructive ravages. The
servant often turns master and the master becomes slave. Fire
prevention should be the self-imposed task of every citizen in order
to save life and conserve our material wealth. This is not an
obligation that we should observe merely for a single, specified
week but it should be among our foremost activities throughout
the entire year.

It has been wisely said that:

Fire prevention is not a science; it is sense.

There is no mystery about it; no difficult rules or restrictions.

If there are no fires, there are no fires—that is all there is to it.

Fires are gluttons and need food. If the food is taken away
the fires starve.

Dirt, debris, junk, cobwebs, dust, old papers, rags, oily waste,
etc,, are all in the bill of fare for the Red Demon. If these are
taken from the menu there is but a blank page left. |

Eighty-five per cent of all fires (and this is a very conservative
estimate) can be prevented by eliminating the unnecessary fire causes,

Then why not remove them?

No one unless he be an arsonist, wants a fire ; and material burned
is gone forever., |

If 85 per cent or more of all fires can be prevented, why not
prevent them and save over $500,000,000 per annum? |

Slovenliness breeds carelessness, and carelessness breeds fire,

Why then be slovenly? .

Carelessness is the most costly habit we have, and there is no
sense or reason for it.

As a result, hundreds of precious lives and millions in property
are lost, and the cure for these awful ills lies in preventing fires.

Think it over!

IOWA STATE FIRE PREVENTION ASSOCIATION .

One of the most potential and noticeable influences instrumental
in making fire prevention a pronounced reality throughout the state

. i PP T R
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the past year was the lowa State Fire Prevention Association. The
benefits derived from the work of this association cannot be cor-
rectly estimated; constantly on the job, with specific drives in cer-
tain localities they have done much towards making Iowa safe
from fire.

HERE IS THE ASSOCIATION'S INSPECTION REPORT FOR 1927
(Note the large number of defects and the recommendations made.)

No. No.
Inspec- No. Recommen- People
Town tions Defects dations Addressed
Muscatine ........ 0 e F it e 414 358 1,203 3,240
Columbus Junction ........... 92 81 3717 662
EmmetSDULE ... cvvencnencncs 127 122 595 1,240
ML 2 o s il 99 96 506 910
Council Bluffs ...........0000 o84 509 2,224 7872
BAORUE S5t ia svidvanvasven st 441 400 2,124 2,630
NEOIEOR .- 5 o Bl e apbrnd ik e ot > 164 156 821 1,607
OIS ;<% RV Ve DS 1,921 1,724 7.940 17,951

Of the 1,921 places inspected nearly 90 per cent were found to be de
fective, requiring a total of 7,940 recommendations.

Add to the 17,951 addressed during the above inspections the
thousands reached through the mediums of the press, pulpit, radio
and sc¢hools of the state and you can readily get some idea of the full
scope of fire prevention activity, The publicity was greatly aug-
mented this year by Iowa radio stations by adding something regard-
ing fire prevention to their programs during the week of October
Oth to 15th. We greatly appreciate the enthusiastic co-operation
extended, not only during the Fire Prevention Week, but during all
the year.

FIRE DRILLS IN SCHOOLS

There is absolutely no criterion from which to caleulate the price-
less value of fire drills in our schools. Children well trained to
meet fire emergencies may prevent many heartbreaking tragedies,
Our school children cannot be too efficiently trained—order means
safety, panic means danger. Panic alone is ofttimes responsible for
deaths, the fire itself proves to be of slight proportions. Let's keep
lowa free from any loss of children in our schools.

In addition to fire drills, fire prevention should be taught regularly
in every private and public school.

Fire loss is one of the greatest problems we have to contend with
in America today. To prevent fires, the co-operation of the Ameri-
can people is needed, and, as school children are our citizens of to-
morrow, they, first of all, should be taught how to prevent fire.

One reason why fire prevention should be taught in our schools
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is because of the help the school children can give now, and an.
other reason is the help they will give later when they have become
citizens. School children, after they have been taught of the danger
of fire, and its loss, can help to prevent it by keeping waste paper,
wood, etc., cleared up. Also, the older boys will learn of the risk
in throwing matches down along their way.

ONE PLACE WHERE THE UNITED STATES SHOULD NOT LEAD

Here are some figures that should open our eyes. The average
fire loss for each man, woman and child in France is 49¢; in Eng-
land 33c: in Germany 28c; in Austria 25¢; in Italy 25¢; in Switzer-
land 15¢; and in Holland only 1lc.

In 1926 the fire loss in the United States ran closs to $561,000,000
—a fire loss greater than any nation ever had suffered before in the
history of the world. Today, therefore, the share of this loss borne
by every inhabitant of the United States is $4.75 annually. Compare
this with the loss in England of 33c or in France of 49¢ and you
will have some idea of the fast growing American fire loss.

Vienna and Chicago are cities of about the same size. Vienna's
fire loss for one year was $303,200; Chicago’s was $5,513,237, or
more than eighteen times as great. Can we be proud of such
figures ?

OUR DUTY AS AMERICAN CITIZENS

“Who Killed Cock Robin?” is a nursery rhyme we all learned
in childhood. It will be remembered that it was quickly discovered
that the sparrow with his bow and arrow was guilty. FEach figure
in the little story willingly undertook a share in the work and con-
sidered it his duty to do so.

No such response is made in connection with Fire Prevention.
With some self-satisfaction we usually put the blame for a disas-
trous fire loss on a vague figure called “Carelessness” and then each
of us go our well-ordered way without the slightest change in our
personal habits or thinking.

We have a duty! A man who has endangered the lives of our
friends or relations would be dealt with as a criminal. A man
who robbed our country of millions of dollars, impoverishing the
country and increasing the tax rate, would meet with deserving
punishment.

The man who starts a fire through a heedless acts endangers
lives. Fire actually retards the progress of all American life. Our
duty as American citizens is not only to treat the “careless” person
as an archenemy of civilization but to build and design our struc
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wares so that no fires can reach proportions impossible to handle by
fire fighting forces. Our duty is more than to give fire preven-
von a respectful hearing but to think, act and live fire prevention
ALL the time.

JOWA FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION AND SHORT COURSE FOR FIRE-
MEN AT AMES COLLEGE

The general public of the state has received a most decided bene-
fit from the harmonious work of the lowa Firemen's Association
and the Short Course for Firemen, by the lowa State College at
Ames.

The coming Fifty-first Annual Convention of the lowa Firemen's
Association will be held at Cresco this year, A program abound-
ing with instruction and entertainment is assured.

The 1927 Short Course for Firemen, at Ames, surpassed all
its predecessors in attendance and general benefit derived. There
probably is no other short course at Iowa State College as far
reaching with so much property directly and indirectly involved as
this one for Firemen. Every city and town in the state should by
all means send at least one alderman and member of the fire de-
partment to above meetings as both feature modern fire fighting
and fire prevention methods,

STATISTICAL WORK

The State Fire Marshal’s office is the only department or agency
in the state engaged in securing and publishing certain data pertain-
ing to fires and fire losses.

During the year 1927 this office made inspections and investiga-
tions in practically every county in the state. The investigations re-
sulted in a number of prosecutions, convictions and confessions.
The moral effect of all of the investigations has been indeed far
reaching and highly beneficial. The inspections have been very gen-
eral throughout the state and hundreds of fire hazards were removed
by reason of these inspections.

All fire chiefs, mayors and township clerks should read the state
law as found on another page of this report. Read most especially
Sections 1624, 1625 and 1626. Al fires should be reported promptly
by carefully filling in all blank spaces in report blanks furnished by
the State Fire Marshal’s office, thus saving unnecessary correspond-
ence, When reports are delayed or not properly made it inter-
feres with the office record work. Co-operation is urged in secur-
ing the information the law requires and the transmitting of it to
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this office without unnecessary delay. Read the report blank care.
fully and do not fail to fill in all blank spaces.

ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS

BLACK HAWK COUNTY—Waterloo. About 11:04 P. M. February 13
1927, fire broke out in a grocery store owned by J. E. Kirkhart at Wnar:
loo, Towa. On April 13, 1927, Kirkhart was indicted, charged with setting
fire to collect heavy insurance. Case is still pending in distriet court

BOONE COUNTY—Boone. About 8:45 P. M. May 26, 1927, a fire broke
out in a dwelling occupied by Mrs. Effie Lena Cornmesser, 816 Eleventh
Street, Boone, Iowa. This building is two stories, two rooms upstairs
and four down. In each of these rooms was a banana crate filled with
hay and oil soaked. There were also other arson plants, The aﬂdﬁnu
showed that Mrs. Cornmesser left the premises about 8:15 P. M, and
the fire was discovered at 8:45 P. M. and must have been burning for
fifteen or twenty minutes. The fire was in the cellarway and did not
communicate to any of the dwelling rooms and the plants were found
intact, Mrs. Cornmesser had $1,600 insurance on household goods which
was twice or more what they were worth. Mrs, Cornmesser was arrested

and walved to the grand jury and gave bonds of §1,600. The case was

tried in district court and Mrs. Cornmesser was convicted.

CRAWFORD COUNTY—Denison. About 10:30 P. M. February 3, 1927,
a fire destroyed a barn on the fair grounds containing ten stallions. These
horses were insured for $10,000 in favor of E. Metz of Corning, lowa.
The evidence showed that bne Earl Sandiland had been hired by Metz to
burn the horses, Sandiland made a written confession and plead guilty
in open court and testified against Metz, who was convicted at the May
term of court and sentenced to the penitentiary for a period of ten years.

Sandiland's case was continued until the September term of court, The

case was investigated by the sheriff’s office, State Agent H. V. Yackey,
fire marshal and insurance agent. Sandiland plead guilty and was
sentenced to five years at Fort Madison.

JACKSON COUNTY—Maquoketa. About 11:00 P. M. June 30, 1926, &
fire destroyed a garage occupied by A. E. Sprank. It appears that Sprank
had four insurance policies on same goods and collected all four policies.
During the investigation Sprank admitted that he collected on all four
policies covering some of the same goods. Sprank was indicted, plead
gullty and was fined $100. After the fine was paid Sprang returned 65
per cent of the money collected back to the insurance companies.

JEFFERSON COUNTY—Fairfield. About 5:00 P. M. February 20,
1927, a fire destroyed a brick and tile plant at Fairfield, lowa, owned by
A. J. Boyd. The evidence was of such a nature to warrant the same
being sent to the County Attorney. The owner was in the penitentiary
at Ft. Madison but his son, Roy, had the opportunity to set the fire which
would benefit him personally. The owner had no insurance.

LEE COUNTY—Ft. Madison. About 2:30 A. M. January 15, 1927, &
fire broke out in a dwelling occupied by Mrs. Nora Perry. There wad

STATE FIRE MARSHAL 13

plenty of evidence tending to show that the fire was set. There was also
heavy overinsurance. The evidence was sent to the County Attorney
and the grand jury failed to indiet.

MARSHALL COUNTY—Marshalltown. On December 17, 1927, the
Sheriff of Marshall County asked this office to help them with an investi-
gation of a fire which occurred December 14, 1927, at about 2:00 A. M. in
the garage on the H. A. Lundstrum farm in Saylor Township, Marshall
County, lowa. Our investigation led to a confession from Dale Lund-

strum, an adopted son, that he set the fire but that it was done acei-
dentially.

O'BRIEN COUNTY—Sanborn. About 3:20 A, M. May 1, 1927, a fire
destroyed the Princess Theatre occupied by Walter Lynch. The evidence
was such that it was sent to the County Attorney for prosecution, Lynch
being suspected of setting the fire, Motive, insurance.

POWESHIEK COUNTY—Searsboro. About 5:00 A. M. February 16,
1927, a fire destroyed several buildings at Searsboro, Iowa, the fire having
started in a butcher shop owned by Ernest Burrows. During the in-
vestigation Burrows was arrested, charged with setting the fire. Burrows
waived and the grand jury failed to indict.

RINGGOLD COUNTY—Mt. Ayr. About 9:30 P, M. May 16, 1927, fire
destroyed a barn owned by Homer Case and a short time later a fire
destroyed two barns owned by Mike McGraw. Baley Morss was picked
up and suspected of setting the fire for revenge. He was held to the
grand jury, the county attorney filing a county attorney indictment later
and on June 21, 1927, Morss was adjudged insane and sent to Anamosa
a8 a criminally insane person,

SAC COUNTY—Odeboldt. About 7:00 A. M. December 30, 1926, a fire
broke out in a dwelling at Odebolt, Towa, where W. J. Ahlberg had
household goods in store. This house was set on fire with gasoline In
great quantities. Ahlberg had $2,050 insurance on goods. The evidence
obtained was very strong against Ahlberg and he admitted that he had
perjured himself in this case. On January 27, 1827, H. B, Carlson, Deputy
Sheriff of Polk County, also a son-inlaw of Ahlberg, filed Information in
Sac County against Ahlberg for insanity. He was adjudged insane and
sent to Cherokee and was soon thereafter released,

WAPELLO COUNTY—Ottumwa. On April 24, 1927, about 8:20 P. M,
a fire occurred in a dwelling occupied by H. H. Winchell at 316 South
College Street, Ottumwa, lowa. Winchell had §1,800 insurance on house-
hold goods which was a thousand to twelve hundred dollars more than
the goods were worth. The fire was gtarted with coal oil and when
the firemen arrived the coal oil was dripping from the attic down on the
first floor. The evidence warranted us in gsending it to the Counly
Attorney for prosecution. The grand jury failed to indict. The same
Winchell was tried in 1923 for setting a store on fire at Bucknell, Towa,
After a hard trial Winchell was acquitted.

WOODBURY COUNTY—Sioux City. About 10:40 P, M. February 1,
1927, fire broke out in a refrigeralor car and a box car In the Sloux City
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yards. During the investigation by this department and the Sioux City
police, Frank Beckner and Roy Grover admitted setting the fire. Beckner
plead guilty and was sent 10 Anamosa for ten years. Grover plead guilty

and was sent to Eldora until of age.

TABLE NO. 1

Showing the Total Number of Fires reported by Counties. Cities of
more than 10,000 are set out separately. Damage to Buildings and Con.

tents is combined.
(lounties and Cities of 10,000 and Over

AlAMAKE® . ...coieosvssinrasasssrarsrersssanssssssm
Appanoose . ....... T I e L I
AUAUDOM .+ 0vvvovavanssosssssssensesssassonnsenmesss
BRI & s ns s v vt W vauasea e vassen ey nsaeek
Black Hawk—WALerloo ......ccoceasrsecssracnrannan

Bal. Black HAWK CO..cvvvvnveanrararnsinssnnanss
BIGOMB oot ne s oss bspmss s satdas sabssassstaroarseessnsss
Bremer ......s«s= A D I SR T A R T A T
BUCRANAN ..o ssvestsisosesvasesssnsssssnssoansses
Buenaa VIBLA ... .covveisanssnsvassscassoscsassansmes
BBUEEOD ..o wid v v sn 6408 BEAE VAT EdAN S0 TN 0 D00 400 v kw9 eia §
CRIBOUD .. v ococbssienabsinadaasnaasntsosstompnnneons
OBAITOM ... coiveronsssbrsisandsnoasnsossnarenronsns
OB o viain S Sy Y A AR S o AT & WSS 0.0 vo 0 ol 3158
I T TR T e By
Cerro Gordo—Mason City.......civviirrcinrranens

Bal, Cerro Gordo Co.....ccvvivvvsnnsrenrarnacen
CHOroK@8 ....ovvsisnessiasnsssssvssnsasasssssssesne
CBICRERBT. oo vvao s s saanis blasdiaidassnssanssss mayyennsssd
T T T R e s oy R R
a0 AR LS ST PR R SRR L
Clayton ........ A 1 A T I SR e e
OUnton—CHNLON . .cvvsrissecanencorasssanrrssnssns

Bal. Olinton CO.. .o coveeresassssssssansrssrnsnss
OCraWIOPR i svsiarsinnsbassnsrasasenasasrosssonny byos
DRGSR . 2105 e iaeie pw o d b o R as i o Juddmasly v o B ile

DOCRLIE oo vc o s ene fnadsnesinnesonssssmensssnsness o
DOIAWEATE .. cirsesrsnscssassossransansasaressassasss
Des Moines—Burlington ........ cociiciveirerneaaans

Bal. Des Moines Co.. ... ccsivavansssnronrrassasss
DIRORIBBON | o i ¢ 6w o s ol ys v Eima s o e s e e & bad 4 8 B
Dubuque—Dubuque ........c.iiieiaereriaiiintannas

Bal. Dubuque Co...ccvvvivirinrnsarsnasnrsssnras
e T APt PR TR LS SR O SR T R P
FPRYOLLE . ..civcocvannsnisiesssssoasaonsnannssmpersabs
1 o R A N e P TN PR A R R
ir e b s S S R e P e P L R L R R R kI
PANEIIORL Vs ot su e s o b dilaienlesa Hdate e vastiuae oo vie e
CPBOIE s bs o0 s o7 b sad CRme s BB TN 58 08 5046 Al 3 0By
GERIIAY o0 5 v s iv s bio 4600 Fobid B AN S RN R S0 004 0 0 501
CEEEITER " « o o o viuns b sok & na aesis sl B airnaiars amsie § acacnin e

No, of Fires

23
11
24
44
13
28

32
o7
16
29
15
19
18
a3
37
25
65

9
21
18
19
21
22

26
19
23
17
bb
19
69
20
14

16

T
42
36
19
25
29
20
28
22
23
45
54
19

Loss

38,595
29,670
39,601

189,760
52,863
51,271
97,202
77,320

122,470
17,558
45,791
15,862
45,059
16513
23,964
67,539
40,227

308,152

6,988
33,154
67,782

53,265

49:?”
59,179
43,866
66,300
31,409
61,711
25,780
96,621
22,778
17,613
52,080
63,805
‘3;“8
47,010

7,544
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JRSPOT «ioocvsresoansonuarsansarsanssansnssesnsonnnss
JeffOerSOM ... vsvevseransrasesusannsnsassnansnssoms
Johnson—Iowa CIY .....ccicivicnnnennnnnnrannenses

MY ~ JSORBMIEE BN, - « v 5T A s R A e e o b S (D

-------------

LOUISE ..covessdtovnissssncannassnsssnsanannsnsnnns

MAAISOD ...cvveassdsasosasvesasasrmonsssnsossssens
Mahaska—OsSKalooS& ......c.ccvavevnnsrnsnnrrnnsans i

Bal. Mahaskfh C0O....cvinvvsscssscscnossanananses
MAPJON ..:ccieratssasasssctnsnsassssesarsssansesans
Marshall—Marshalltown ......c.cevesnerrraacccssanes

Bal. Marshall Co...coovevrvsrisronnansnsnssnnnns o
MIIS ..vinnenabanes TR AN Ty T e P
MItEhOll ....ccnvsoancasnsssnsnsnsssnsaasannsonrssssas
MOBONA oo ovensssnsnasosotossssssnrnanssnssmminis
MOTIOO 5 oo s o astlabanveennsr s ss Capdnvasvonsnnsspns
MONLEOMETY .« «scannrnsnsssssssbnsanasasssphnsenisns
Muscatine—Museatine ........cviccreirrncicaririii

Bal. Muscatine Co......coovsvsvnrnnsarnccsans
O'Brien :.ccesobnbdosssssssysassosssssnnoronsasss
OBOBOLE « « o« o s visloin s hss ws s sosalassmusbioosesssnsesses
PREO o0 o000 smisitihdlvuovsviasaalih rssiacasasss Y L
Pal0 AlLO +oosvonsisssonasnnsbsssssnsscssrsnmessssers
PIYIOULD . cvosasinssvassssnpshansavosnsraonsnesessns
PocaBOntas .. ibiisarsssssnssbbimoennarnsropssaseprins
Polk—Des Mofnes ......ccoovivsecsansancssasarnssns

Bal. POIK CO. icsvvssssnsbaressarsssssssssssnnts
Pottawattamie—Council Bluffs .........cocvamnnsnans

Bal. Pottawattamie CO....vvvcrvirrsiasnsnsiannnves
PoweshieK ....sossacsvesnsnnsasscsvevosssonssnsnsas
RINBEOIA ...oonsonnassscnrnoninssssmenssassrarasnces
Scott—Davenport ...ccoeorevnsss AR ER RS PP B SS

Bal, SCOtt CO0.cccvvsnossseasssssssssssssnansassses

Van Buren ....essee s o MBS AR S b s BIEA B S5 D B
Wapello—Ottumwa  ...coovranessns

Bal. Wapello Co.......c.vs B b s g s h 2
WELTOD . oo vosolbbid de s s s assbbunnsponroponsphnspsss
WashinRLOD ..sosssssasssansarssessanomparnronsss »

WayD® .cuccsrebe I T TS Y Y S
wﬂhltﬁr—Ft. m -------- sbdlpiseraasstiplsrasassapes

37
10

7
27
20
60
41
39
23
11
41
22
44

15

No. of Fires Loss

86,930
20,229
14,536
38,494
47,816
69,666
44,869
18,276
49,927
20,767
70,666
19,8562
37,748
91,890
11,400
313,663
17,189
92,388
33,260
19,813
47,773
43,339
101,790
83,226
113,141
34,868
174,390
19,764
25,063
89,160
38,366
15,139
28,606
50,976
6,211
26,098
25,289
62,866
137,294
266,692
76,114
142,332
81,341
50,960
41,797
92,634
45,345
44,385
79,433
143,387

50,262

141,861
37,609
126,694
44 677
81,4156
91,640
34,352
73,729
91,402
41,817
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Counties and Cities of 10,000 and Over

Bal Webster Co......covceevarsanvareenssms
WINNEDAZOD . ovvveverassrarsransassnsnnnssresas
Winneshiek ....c.covivsvnssssssssasssnvnanssss
Woodbury—Sioux City .......ccccivcavaninranss

Bal. Woodbury Co....cvveeveasrrsrsennrnens

TABLE 11
Showing the kind of property destroyed.

contents set out separately.

No, of

Fires

Auto top and tire shops............n. 12
Atitos and truCks. ...ccencvesnanvonen 136
RWHIBEES o, o2 s a5 o samis sonamoiomneees 14
BARBMAE . oMl v asrhsanesnnucionsme 15
BRI . i v oo s/t 5 00 Ve lasurgpre i e e I e 10 7
Barns—JFAarms ....:cseosecesesescansns 287
BT & o 5l o5 s i tnsinterensadasarire iniws 125
Battery stations .........cocovvvnnne 3
Raflway box cars, ete......oceenevanns 24
(‘hicken brooders and poultry houses.. 48
OBV . ... ki vi sunnsnansssweshence 23
Cleaning and dyeing.......cocviuviunn 26
(Yorn cribs and granaries.......... .. 18
DEnos BalIR . .7 e snumnnnevsuniesess 4
Dwelllngs—Farm .......cccevnvvnves 4581
EWEL oo o006 i ateiarsiaratidesaeretutn e ure 2,698
Klevators and seed houses........v v 14
Engine and bofiler rooms. ............ 8
Factories, various kinds. .......c.ven 34
Filling stations and oil storage....... 22
POBHETIBE .. QL i ivvsssvaanryey v 6
Funerftl ROMeR ... ...eusuaweiecsmseis 5
Garages—Private ......oveneinivvunn 169
BREBMG . o R eus wr e ey e n e e 50
Hog DOUSeE .. .c.viivvnvavnnunnanvens 4
HOSPDItAIS . ... . . vieeenisesanenvens 4
BRREERE ™ v o o U o 070 s I 7s e To i e Ter e R e 41
Houses, apartments .........cceveaes 103
TORUBOUBBE: . i V8 s o s wia s ns st atatniaeare e 10
JABR VARdS . VW ciavansneveeaeievese 6
ERundries .. % i cerasenvisusne e 11
Fodge DallE .. i .vivnveenevervevessues 17
Lamber YArds v, .. veavenessevnenits 9
Mills, feed, flour, planing, ete......... 6
Old peoples’ homes.........covvvevnenn 3
Oftice and office buildings............ 44
Packing plants and stock yards....... 10
BROUICRIRIIE .« AN & o o ossmrsrars e W 16
BOSLIOEIOOR - . 108 s s¢ snsinanveestncminreee 3
Printing plants’ ......ciceesvnvunvsns 7
IROULRRTARLE 1% oo ontsaseseennaninas 53
BIBDRE . o i T i oar i rsmaas w-ariy s i e 29
Sheds—Coal and wood......ccvvuvenn 52
IEORING Wi ¢ i avesiunennione W T

Shops various Kinds..........coveuus

uuuuu

ttttt

-----

mmmmm

!!!!!

L B R

-----

No. of Fires

10

Loss
31,665
11,847
50,335
22178
55.141
31270
39,070

Damage to
Buildings

2,490
23,468
658
6,603
43,835

440,355

93,420
17,050

6,213
13,914
97,060

5,624
13,857
14,300

981,290
1,004,669
145,458

1,675
89,440
6,653
1.7 83
330
37,675
59,638
2,300
3,169
52,463
94,862
20,315
1,965
1,194
12,668
78,294
87,712
1,405
13,747
2,986
12,920
2,180
2,168
16,030

110,823

9,666
8,664
25,184

$ 7211831

Damage to buildings and

Damage to
Contents

$

11,813
675

0

7,571
20,250
185,007
50,489
7,150
5,493
10,240
11,620
14,801
13,158
121
421,788
327,206
96,532
500
270,168
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No. of Damage to
Fires Bulldings

GEOTES . uvovevrmer ittt nsatananananas 263 448,428
gaummer kitchems ................... 19 2403
THERLTES .ccoscosssnssossssssvnnnnns 25 58,766
warehouses and storage............. 60 196,672
Miscellaneous ......cicvvsvearannnns 51 23,168
BRRRD i TR A RN v ¥ ¢ o4 TR YRR T 5,197 $ 4,897,267
PIORRE TOEEE . v romvsosonessansemnstaiinhe it

TABLE NO, 111

17

Damage to
Contents
098,782

1,917
32,242

123,448

4,786

$ 2,814,574
4,397,267

a s

$ 7,211,831

Containing a summary of the origin of the various fires reported, the
pumber of each, and the total damage to the bulldings and contents, for

the year 1927.

Causes No. of Fires
RERIRINE w o (oo estins iRt on e dWAF Shwaw Toin COWS 203 %
Ashes and coals against wood.....i..covvvvvnvnenns 47
Antomoblle DACKAre ...:cocvvinssrvisoninsssastrans 60
Hiow and ofl tOPCheS. . .ocivsnivssivnssionannanes s 28
Bonfires and rubbish. .. cccavenssssvpinameonsssniens 101
Brooder lamps and StOVeS.....covvuanvvrnisrarnes ‘e 46
Candle, lamp and lantern carelessness.............. 32
Children playing with matches......«c..vivvvinnrnes 82
Clezning with gasoline . ......ccdievavivivsvisanans 27
Clothing and bedding near stoves and plpes......... 21
Curtains blowing into flames........covvveviviniass T
Defective auto WIrlng.....cccveisscsavscinssssasanse 81
Defective electric WIrINE. .coeveevnsncivessnovasnree 166
Defective electric appliances. ...c.cvveveimevsvrsnnns 40
Defective fireplaces ......cceseeevcsosasssrorsnnses 7
ERRBIIYE BUGE ol scrussanigssintnes datynnidsssses 342
Defective and overheated heating plants............ 216
Defective oil burners (domestie)......... o0 S 39
Defective oil and gasoline stoves......... e s Ry 160
Defective pipes to StOVeS.....coesvervsnnnnnns 87
Electric iron with current left on. ... covvnuvvvannns 26
R - RS GRS AR AR S B N R e R, 10
WIS o .cccasnssindshrssvassssnnanses g ) 19
e REERERE LU SRt S AR L s balean 4
FOMIERLION .icscsaansansviserasssnsnsnssnensabbinies 3
Gasoline and volatile oil explosion.......ccevevavus 5 56
Grease, paint, tar, bolling over...........coassuss - 29
INCONAIATY +ovovvscicvensessonsssssssssasssssoncnss 45
lehtnlnsﬂﬂo I'Uﬂﬂ ----------------------- famw s b B W8 81
Lightning—rodded .....ccoevvsscaosvssararnres Sha 6
Lightning running in on radio wires..... NN R 1
Match carelessness .......ecov00 RREaad e PPy P 73
Smokers' CarcleSsSnNess ...cccesvnssssorssrressssrins 164
Smoking meat ......cccovsevsoscsssisassronsiorsan 4
Sparks from engine and MOCODIOLIFOB. « - <o s sosssassns 21
Sparks from flues on wooden shingles..... S Y 1,683
Spontaneous combustion:

Coal, dust, @tC.. cocosrencssarees R 18
Hay and BLTaw......oooes o TR d s AL 58
Rags and rubbish,....... e aaase st 67
Shavings and sawdust .......... o A T8 ; 5
Bt.uc Glmrlﬁi‘ty ---------- YL AR E NN "TEIEE R RN ’

Loss

318,090
117,604

12,277
20,249
45,663
17,688
35,117
17,413
9,303
3,608
364
36,713

410,730

30,712
1,865

445,231
363,202

65,772

233,287

20,878
3,167
6,265

22,089

56,010

100

76,707

11,008

47,603

162,662

44,900
16

31,452
78,480

388
86,643

806,798

208,746
228,108

67,224
1,710
1,666
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Thawing water PiDeB......cereearerorsostnsosonnns 20 6,089
UBEROWR ...csasdnssrgscesomnsdssesossssoncensacecs 871 2,964,1%¢
Using gasoline and kerosene o start fires.....oe0004 13 6515
MASCOIlANEOUB +eedsssssrsonrsoaraarssensrscansensns 81 107 297

Tom ------- s s e s smbRpedsa it anansas s RSN 5.19? ' 7M

In —— e ——— T — e ——— =

Law Relating to the Duties and Powers of the State Fire
Marshal

BEING CHAPTER 80 OF THE CODE OF 10WA 1927

1619. Appointment—term—vacancy. The governor shall, with the
approval of the senate, appoint every four years a state fire marshal,
whose term of office shall be four years and begin on the first day of
July following the appointment. If any appointment, original or to fill
a vacancy, is made when the senate is not in session, it shall be acted
upon at the next session thereof, and in such case the appointee shall
perform the duties of the office till such appointment is acted upon by

the senate. His office shall be at the seat of government and he shall
devote his entire time to the duties thereof.

1620. Removal. The governor may remove the fire marshal at any
time for cause, and appoint another for the unexpired term.

1621. Appointment of deputy. The fire marshal may appoint, with the
approval of the executive council, one deputy who shall have the same
gqualifications as the marshal. :

1622. Duties of deputy. During the absence or Inability of the fire
marshal or a vacancy in that office, the deputy shall perform the duties
of the fire marshal.

1623. Expenses. The fire marshal and his deputy and assistants shall
be entitled to their necessary traveling and hotel expenses while away
from the city of Des Moines. The fire marshal may contract other neces-
sary expenses in the performance of his official duties, but shall not
exceed the amount appropriated for the support of his department.

1624. Investigation of causes of fires—duties of city and other officers.
The state fire marshal, his deputy or inspectors, shall immediately in-
vestigate the cause, origin, and circumstances of every fire occurring
within the state, when so requested by any official mentioned in this
section, or the sheriff, deputly sheriff, or county attorney of any county.
The chief of the fire department of every eity, town, or village in which

a fire department is established, the mayor of every town or city in

which no fire department exists, and the township clerk of every town-
ship, outside the limits of any city, town, or village, ghall investigate the
cause, origin, and circumstances of every fire occurring in such city,
town, village, or township by which property has been destroyed or
damaged, and whether such fire was the result of carelessness or design.

1625. Time for investigation—report. The state fire marshal shall
have the right to supervise and direct such investigation when notified
as above provided. The officer making investigation of fires occurring
in cities, villages, towns, or townships, shall forthwith notify saild fire
marshal, and shall within one week of the occurrence of the fire furnish
to the said fire marshal a written statement of all facts relating to the
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cause and origin of the fire and such other information as may be eal I
for by the blanks provided by said fire marshal.

1626. Refusal ot officer to investigate—penalty. Any chief of a e
department, mayor, or township clerk who fails or refuses to make the
investigation and report required of him, shall be fined in a sum not
lesg than five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars.

1627. Record of fires. The fire marshal shall keep in his office a
record of all fires occurring in the state, showing the name of the owners,
name or names of occupants of the property at the time of the fire, the
gound value of the property, the amount of insurance thereon, the total
amount of insurance collected, the total amount of loss to the property
owner, together with all the facts, gtatistics, and circumstances, including
the origin of the fire, which may be determined by the investigation,
Such record shall at all times be open to public inspection.

1628. Testimony under oath. The fire marshal or his deputy or i
gpectors shall, when in their opinion further investigation is necessary,
take or cause to be taken the testimony under oath of all persons sup
posed to have knowledge of any facts, or to have means of knowledge
in relation to the matter in which an examination is herein required to
be made, and shall cause the same to be reduced to writing,

1629. Oaths—attendance of witnesses—books and papers. The fire
marshal and his deputy or inspectors ghall each have power in any
county in the state to administer an oath and compel the attendance of
witnesses before them, or either of them, to testify Iin relation to any
matter which is by the provisions of this chapter a subject of inquiry
and investigation, and may require the production of any books, papers,

or documents necessary for such investigation.

1630. Refusal to testify or produce books or papers. Any witness who
refuses to be sworn, or refuses 1o testify, except as otherwise provided
by law, or who disobeys any lawful order of said fire marshal, his deputy
or inspectors, or who fails to produce any books, papers, or documents
touching any matter under examination, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,
and shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars or imprisoned in the

county jail not exceeding thirty days.

1631. Crimes in connection with fires—arrest. If the fire marshal or
his deputy shall be of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to
charge any person with the crime of arsonm, or with attempt to commit
the crime of arson, or of conspiracy to defraud, or criminal conduct iz
connection with such fire, he or they shall cause such person to be
arrested and charged with the offense, or either of them, and shall far
nish to the proper county attorney all such evidence, together with the
names of witnesses and all of the information obtained, including a copy
of all matter and testimony taken in the case.

1632. Authority to enter and inspect buildings. The state fire marshal
and his deputy or inspectors and all officers upon whom the duty of
inspection is enjoined by this chapter, or either of them, shall have
authority in the performance of the duties imposed by the provisions
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of this chapter, to enter upon, or examine any buildings, or premises

adjoining or near the same, for the pur
. pose of ins
the contents thereof. pecting the same and

1633. Removal or repair. When the fire marshal or his deputy -shall
find any building or structure, which for want of proper repair or by
reason of age and dilapidated condition, {s especially liable to fire, and
js so situated as to endanger other buildings or property thera!;: or
when any such official shall find in any building or upon any prem.lses
combustible or explosive matter or inflammable materials dangerous to
the safety of any buildings or premises, he shall in writing order the
game to be removed or remedied and such order shall be complied with
by the owner or occupant of said building or premises, within such
reasonable time as the fire marshal shall specify.

1634. Review of order by fire marshal. Any owner, lessee, or
pccupant of a building may, within five days after an order is issued
for the removal, destruction, or repair thereof, or the removal of the
contents thereof or the change of any other conditions, file with the fire
marshal a petition for a review of such order. Thereupon the marshal
shall fix a place which shall be within the county where the property
is situated, and a time, for such review, which shall be not less than

three nor more L_han ten days after the filing of such petition, and notify
the petitioner thereof.

1635. Hearing on review. The marshal shall hear the evidence both
for and against sald order and may affirm, modify, or revoke such order

according to the facts presented at such hearing, and make record of his
findings and filnal order. .

1636. Appeal to district court. Any owner, lessee, or occupant of a
biilding may appeal to the district court of the county where such
building is located from a final order of the fire marshal requiring the
removal, destruction, or repair of such building, or the removal of any
of its contents, or changing of its condition in any other respect, within
thirty days from the delivery to such person of a copy of such final order,

1637. How appeal taken. Such appeal shall be taken by filing in the
office of the fire marshal notice of such appeal, specifying the order
appealed from and the court and term thereof to which the appeal is
taken, accompanied by a bond in the penal sum of one hundred dollars
with sureties approved by the clerk of said court, conditioned to pay
all costs that shall be adjudged against appellant and abide the decree,
judgment, and order of the court. '

1638. How tried—trial term. Sald appeal shall be tried In equity
and the first term shall be the trial term, and if filed in term time shall
be triable at any time after the filing of the transcript. The court may
affirm, modify, or revoke the order from which the appeal is taken.

1639. Transcript—how appeal entitled. Forthwith after notice of
appeal is filed in the office of the fire marshal, he shall make or cause
to be made a certified transeript of the proceedings on review before
him, including the order appealed from, notice of appeal, bond and all
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documentary evidence filed in the proceeding and transmit the same

to the clerk of said court who shall docket said appeal and entitle 4
in the name of the appellant against the state of lowa.

1640, County attorney to represent state. The county attorney shall
represent the state and the fire marshal, but not to the exclusion of any
other attorney who may be engaged in said cause.

1641. Appeal to supreme court. Either party may appeal from a
judgment or order of the district court within the time and In the map.
ner provided by law for appeals in ordinary actions. .

1642. Suspension of order. Any order of the fire marshal from which
an appeal hag been taken to the district or supreme court, shall remain
suspended during the pendency of such appeal. '

1643, Costs. If the appellant fails in the appeal the costs shall be
taxed against him, but if the order is revoked or annulled the costs shall
be taxed to the state. If the order shall be modified, the court may in

its discretion apportion the costs.

1644, Enforcing decree and judgment. The court shall issue such
mandatory and other writs as shall be necessary to enforce its decree,
judgment, or any final order in any such case, and may punish as for
contempt of court any refusal to obey the same,

1645. Appeal exclusive remedy. Unless appealed from as in this
chapter provided, any order made by the fire marshal or his deputy
shall be final, and the right of appeal as herein provided shall be the
exclusive remedy against the enforcement of such orders.

1646. Time for compliance with order—penalty. When no petition of
review has been flled or when the fire marshal on review or the court
on appeal has affirmed or modified an order for the removal, destruction,
or repair of a building, or the removal of any of its contents, or the
change of any of its conditions, the owner, lessee, or occupant shall
comply with such order within thirty days after the delivery of the
same or a4 copy thereof to him, either personally or by registered letter
to his last known address, or by service upon his duly appointed agent.
If such owner, lessee, or occupant shall fail to comply with such order
he shall be subject to a penalty of ten dollars for each day of failure
or neglect after the expiration of said period, which shall be recovered
in the name of the state and paid into the treasury of the county where
collected.

1647. Refusal to obey orders—duty of marshal—expense. If any per
son fails to comply with a final order of the marshal or his deputy or of
a court on appeal and within the time fixed, then such officers are em:
powered and authorized to cause such building or premises to be re
paired, torn down, demolished, materials and all dangerous conditions
removed, as the case may be, and at the expense of such person, and if
such person within thirty days (hereafter fails, neglects, or refuses (0
repay sald officers the expense (hereby incurred by them, such officers
shall certify said expenses, together with twenty-five per cent penally
thereon, to the auditor of the county in which said property is situated
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1648. Notice. Notice of the reasonableness and amount of assess-
ment shall be given in a manner as provided for giving notice in ordi-
pary actions by the marshal or his deputy to the property owner, also
notifying the property owner that a hearing thereon shall be had before
the auditor of said county on a day not less than ten or more than
fifteen days from the date of completed service of notice upon the prop-
erty owner and if no appeal is taken therefrom to the district court
at the time fixed in said notice the auditor shall hear and determine the
matter. Any person aggrieved by the order and determination of the
auditor may appeal therefrom to the district court of the county by
serving notice within twenty dayvs thereafter upon said auditor; and such
appeal shall be heard and determined by the court as in cases of appeals
from the order of the fire marshal as provided in this chapter.

1649. Entry of tax. Said auditor shall enter said expense on the tax
records of sald county as a special charge against the real estate on
which said building is or was situated, ¥ in the name of such person,
otherwise as a personal tax against such person, and the same shall
be collected as other taxes and, when collected, shall, together with the
penalty thereon, be refunded to the fire marshal, and by him paid into
the state treasury where it shall be credited to the appropriation for
expenses of the fire marshal's office.

1650. Investigation may be private. Investigation by or under the
direction of the state fire marshal or his deputy or inspectors may in
their discretion be private. They may exclude from the place where
such investigation is held all persons other than those required to be
present, and witnesses may be kept separate from each other and not
allowed to communicate with each other untfl they have been examined.

1651. Fire drills in public schools—exists unlocked. It shall be tha
duty of the state fire marshal and his deputy to require teachers of public
and private schools, in all buildings of more than one story, to have at
least one fire drill each month, and to require all teachers of such
schools, whether occupying buildings of one or more stories, to keep
all doors and exists of their respective rooms and buildings unlocked
during school hours.

1662. Bulletin, The state fire marshal shall prepare a bulletin upon
the causes and dangers of fires, arranged in not less than four divisions
or chapters, and under the direction of the executive council shall pub-
lish and deliver the same to the public schools throughout the state.

1653. Annual report—publication—distribution. The state fire mar-
shal shall file with the governor annually, at the time provided by law,
a detalled report of his official acts and of the affairs of his office which
report shall be published and distributed as the reports of other state
officers.

1654. Fees for fires reported—payment. There shall be paid to the
chief of the fire department, and to mayors of incorporated towns, and
to the township clerk of every township, who are by this chapter required
to report fires to the state fire marshal, the sum of fifty cents for each fire
80 reported to the satisfaction of the state fire marshal and in addition
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thereto there shall be paid to township clerks mileage at the rate of ten
cents per mile for each mile traveled to and from the place of fire. Said
allowances shall be pald by the state fire marshal out of any funds ap
propriated for the use of the office of said state fire marshal.

1655. Annual appropriation for expenses and fees. There is hereby
appropriated out of any money in the state treasury not otherwige
appropriated the sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars annually,
or 8o much thereof as may be necessary for the purpose of paying the
expenses and fees authorized by this chapter. The said fire marghal
shall keep on file in the office an itemized statement of all expenses
incurred by his department,
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