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thereto there shall be paid to township clerks mileage at the rate of ten
cents per mile for each mile traveled to and from the place of fire. Said
allowances shall be pald by the state fire marshal out of any funds ap
propriated for the use of the office of said state fire marshal.

1655. Annual appropriation for expenses and fees. There is hereby
appropriated out of any money in the state treasury not otherwige
appropriated the sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars annually,
or 8o much thereof as may be necessary for the purpose of paying the
expenses and fees authorized by this chapter. The said fire marghal
shall keep on file in the office an itemized statement of all expenses
incurred by his department,
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
Des Moines, lowa, January 31, 1929.

Hown. Joun HamwmiLy, Governor of lowa.

Srr: In compliance with the provisions of law 1 have the honor
to submit herewith the Eighteenth Annual Report of the affairs of
this office covering the period beginning January 1, 1928, and end-
ing December 31, 1928, both dates included.

Joun W. StrOHM,
State Fire Marshal.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK PROCLAMATION
To the People of lowa:

- From year to year many lives and much property are lost by
fires. During the year of 1927, the Nation's loss was $478,245,-
620.00 ; Iuwa_a. with 5,197 fires, contributed $7,211,831.00 to this
great total. This makes a loss of wealth to the state and nation that
cannot be replaced or restored. In the past fifty years, America's
population has increased 150 per cent but her relative fire loss has
increased O80 per cent; probably three-fiifths of this great loss can
be attributed solely to carelessness and never should have been sus-
tained. To effect a saving and protection of lives and property fire
prevention practice and education are unquestionably necessary.
Although the National Ash Heap is constantly increasing in size it
has received a most noticeable reduction in practically every locality
where fire prevention has been persistently practiced.

Jelieving, therefore, that every weck must be a fire prevention
period, that this appointed week should be a time for greater zeal
and endeavor,—the outstanding frugal and patriotic duty of every
citizen, I do hereby proclaim

OCTOBER 7TH TO 13TH AS FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
and | recommend and most earnestly urge that this week be uni-
versally observed by public officials, civie organizations, educational
institutions and private individuals, to the end that life may be pro-

tected and property conserved for the rightful use of mankind. I
also request that a portion of the day, Friday, October 12th, be

devoted to fire prevention educational exercises, especially in schools. -

Realizing the splendid power of appeal and confidence endowed
in the school, pulpit, press and radio, 1 particularly ask their full
support in advancing the purpose for which the day and week are

designated.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1 have
(SEAL) hereunto set my hand and caused to be
?ﬂixed the Great Seal of the State of
owa.

Done at Des Moines, this 12th day of July, A. D. 1928

By the Governor
Joun HamwmirL, Governor.

IEkp. M. SMmITH,
Secretary of State.




STATE FIRE MARSHAL
Apmimﬂf by the Governor. Term, Four Years. Expires July 1, 1931,

Office Name |Legal Residence| Birthplace
Fire Marshal ..coevsveee John W. Strohm....| Clinton ...... Towa
Deputy sisscssesnsssnns Wm, R. Blake,..... Clermont .,..|Illinois
Assistant Deputy ....... Sam R. Starr....... Dubuque ..... Illinois
Assistant Deputy ....ss4 G. G. Shanafelt..... Sigourney ....|Iowa
Stenograpner and Clerk,| Margaret E. Wing..| Des Moines...| Iowa

The entire expense of the State Fire Marshal's office is paid out of
the general revenues of the state,
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NUMBER OF FIRES REPORTED 5,232, TOTALING A
LOSS OF $6,141,522; A REDUCTION OF $1,030,309
OVER THE YEAR 1927 ALTHOUGH THERE WERE
35 MORE FIRES REPORTED DURING 1928 THAN
THERE WERE DURING THE PREVIOUS YEAR.
DURING 1926 THERE WERE 5,665 FIRES REPORTED
WITH A LOSS OF $7,984,007.

Education in fire prevention and greater efficiency in fire fighting
no doubt were the chief factors entering into the decided reduction
of fire losses for 1928, There were fewer real large fires.

In the eighteen largest cities there were 2,731 fires or 112 more
than in 1927, while the total loss was $1,497,163 or $487,526 less
than in the previous year. While the 1928 increase in fires was
more than contributed by the cities, yet these same eighteen cities
are credited with nearly one-half of the state’s fire reduction.

The heaviest fire loss for 1928 was $500,000, which was sustained
in a fire that occurred at Belmond, Wright county.

Cities showing greatest decrease in fire losses over 1927 were:
Cedar Rapids, Keokuk, Mason City and Sioux City. Council Bluffs,
Clinton, Dubuque, Fort Madison, lrort Dodge, Oskaloosa, Ottumwa
and Waterloo also had very substantial decreases.

While Des Moines reported 13 more fires than in 1927 the loss
increase was $242,965. This increase was the result of three large
fires totaling $273,984 or $31,019 more than the total increase over
the preceding year.

In the eighteen largest cities during 1926 the average loss on each
fire reported was $1,000.17; in 1927, $757.80, while during 1928
it was only $548.22. With 443 fires Sioux City had a low average
of $133.56.

Table No. 111 shows two fires caused by spontaneous combustion
in sugar causing a lost of $500,303.

Again sparks from flues lead in the origin of fires with a total
of 1711 and a loss of $723,818 as compared with 1,683 and a loss
of $806.798 in 1927. The greatest loss of property was in farm
dwellings at $1,355,609 compared with 81,403,078 last year. The
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loss to town dwellings was $907,0669 against $1,331,875 in 1927,
318 fires were caused by defective flues with a loss of $489.807.

During 1928 match carelessness, smokers’ carelessness and chil-
dren with matches caused 352 fires with a loss of $102,135. More
fires than 1in 1927 but with a considerable smaller loss,

Farm losses were again high during the past year. The largest
were dwellings $1,355,609, barns $652,616, corn cribs and granaries
$46,058. Spontaneous combustion in hay and straw totaled a loss
of $102,292,

There was considerable of an increase both in the number of fires
and losses by lightning—123 fires with a loss of $256,917. Only
8 of these fires were on rodded buildings.

Again during 1928 there was an average of fourteen fires for
every day during the year causing an average daily loss of $1,682
throughout the state. During 1927 the average daily loss was $1,978,
thus this invisible tax was very materially reduced.

Fire either damaged or destroyed 2,684 town dwellings at a loss
of §907,669. During the year previous the number was 2698 and
the loss $1,331,875, which accounts for $424,206 or 409% of the
decrease in losses.

Notwithstanding all that has been said about electric irons with
current left on there were seven more such fires than last year with
an increased loss of $10,647.

We desire that you read this report very carefully, especially
Tables IT and III.

STRUCTURES IN WHICH THE MOST DISASTROUS FIRES

OCCURRED
Fires Loss
0kt T T i A S o e 9« S e el 498 $ 1,355,609
DWoLMDE=TOWN L0200, S5k SR FEISEVIL ki e oot 2,684 907,669
IO & it o vt oerdn: o a s hes it EAAA L LD . wsa-bd 268 828,974
e e L B 30 A e s i A e B8 5 W 245 652,616
Warehouses and BlOraRB. ... ccaeeottntarensesssas 68 643,028
IR o B AOE i Uty ML D et me s i L htaen 50 200,287
I BON. AT AT o cida ks s n st o b e n as bt 97 176,229
Elevators and seed houSes. . .....o.veviniveionnins 15 151,208
FRERATINE, nf i if 2oh et s ai iR ool S o R o BT o 5 97,606
Chicken brooders and poultry houses.............. 95 87.297
GBI PXRVUUE - o« oo dahe cnsiaid e o asit e mob ad 60 aaia 176 6,579
G‘WB&'—PH'I)HG I R I I e T R S R R S . 51 mlasz
HOtEl-B ............................... R R 39 7?1495
Bhops, VAHOUS KiNdS. ... .en vecabtiotals. J5L Jon 7 76,983
Office and office buildings...... WA T 42 73,625
s T e N I £ N ] i i 18 68,025
Barna—TowR " ... 000 s i, 2k, ko 0 96 65,730
R“murantﬂ L B TR DR N R B AN RN T AN 56‘ 51'311
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CAUSES SHOWING THE GREATEST LOSS BY FIRES

Fires Loss

FREIERPWE ' o uewi v Bl w e crk il o p e L B e 862 $ 2,330,073
BHATES oM SUGH, w6 gy vino e st v aipn's ek s Cy G waiis 1,711 723,818
Combustion—SUZAr ..vccnveenns ek Bl o ' e S Ra 2 500,303
3 e e ana MR SRS he - gl M TS L TR el 318 489,807
Defective and overheated heating plants.......... 180 368,663
1y T ST A o 5. 2oy AR S N oy SRS L 169 293,459
Lightning—not rodded ,...........0us TG 1 B o 115 242,647
Defoctive electe WIHIDE. ccvv s tnaesr cnionesssone 156 222,284
CRIEDUBLIOR TR . . Ehmaniy doa oo B Lt ol nsvs b e S 7 102,292
HAERRAMLEY o s A s Rt i s 0T N e TR I s R VR, 42 06,641
Combustion—rags and rubbish.........cooivivies 81 64,209
Defective oil burners, domestic. . ...covvrevviv e vas 23 06,088
LARGEST FIRES OCCURRING DURING 1928, LOSS $50,000 OR OVER
BelmOoNG—DoODBY ' . i viesvie ke ne dessbieenonsonitty e hiesnn £500,000
Des Molnes—0Choher ... ciisvertusatvndsovddsstesassannesesess 104,039
MarshRTIOWD—MERIEY - & o o0 a e nnhbbn e o adme s saR S poratn s b bt 38 62,350
DEeE MONOes—JalUAYrY .o ccconsvrcosssausssssnsnsrsnrryefassssyss 091,921

FODTUME Y 1557 Jis o oot S ndoi b dne d 80 SN &y SRR T T s AT meloh 72,800
MAarshalltOWD —JBNUATY .+ .o uoo cosnvabsssasssandssaassssessngeeses 62,500
JOWBI ——ATURBBE v x v e vsiabsebhiaesessasshswd ey uns o Py Tt g ven 04000
Humboldt—January ...ccoevsssrscansnsns PR o7 b o 7SS 8y T T 53,000

DEATHS FROM FIRES IN IOWA

During 1928 there were 82 deaths reported as a direct result of
fire. Of this number 26 were men, 23 were women and 33 were
children. The Registrar of Vital Statistics of the State Board of
Health rendered very valuable assistance in compiling this list.

A COMPARISON OF FIRE LOSSES BY MONTHS FOR 1927 AND 1928

1927 1928
No, No.
Fimg I’O? 58 F‘%E’f $ 1%3?070
Lt IRy 76 § 0787 095,

%‘ﬁ:ﬁw ................. .. 1 800 775.,341. .. 584 542,072
T e R S A Ay e 609 710,692 6R0 572,462
ROeIY ™, Jiv1 03, APV YR R\ ¥ 242 431,084 581 495,283
M. Bt il cadates G e 328 430,082 470 409,531
Py R R T N TR 218 315,278 2156 329,085
Sale <’ 5. AV, oL, 2Rttt . 264 496,427 224 275,292
AUZUSE ..ovanes o md B A 284 743,214 . 258 206,842
SOpPLOmMbDEr .......oscssencss 275 404,920 298 444,144
Octabel ' . L s Ve R Ry pis o 324 396,708 226 306,716
NOVEIDOr o« ooessiissssiss . 435 400,206 341 200,786
DooomBOR. s vseovs o sronvis 750 1,110,328 521 994,239
Totals. ... Tnhicbiney . 5197  $ 7.211,831 5,232  § 6,141,622

N OF THE LOSSES IN BIGHTEEN LARGEST CITIES
p i i IN TOWA IN 1827 AND 18928

1927 1928
No. No.
gton b 17,618 Fir:; $ 119,045
--------- aE M Ee 59 ' i ! '
323‘? T A g A 144 313,668 141 93,961
CHUBEOR .3 s hawens vasiesnws ~ 122 43,866 1556 34,498
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Council Bluffs .......cc.veen 211 142,332 212 110.81¢
Davenport ....sceseeesesocsa 186 92,634 224 101,874
Dol MOIDOS .cosossssansancos 599 255,592 612 498,557
T N S e T 100 43,448 114 25593
Fort Madieon .......cceonuse 44 37,748 42 21'010
SRTIORER o snpaaassr i nasss 82 41,817 76 38’113
JOWE TILY crsossoricsssaaneae 39 18,276 41 25.730
KEOKUK ...ocvsasinresscanes 106 91,690 104 23.987
Marshalltown .......oo0000s 8 113,141 83 168,209
Mason CItY ....ccicoevessva 65 308,152 71 59.647
T UMy R e T 64 15,139 74 13,528
OskaloOBA .. . esccsscscnnens 17 43,339 24 8,020
OtUMWA . .oovreveeesnioanns 109 81,415 109 41910
BN Ry o lisesancinane v 405 227,722 443 59,167
WHSOO ..oisaiinsassannane 189 97,202 159 61,468
P OREE, s s e s aeasdnivasa 2,619 $ 1,984,689 2,731 $ 1,467.163

TEN-YEAR RECORD

During the past ten years there has been 51,975 fires reported
to this office carrying a loss of $84,844,807. A yearly average of
5.197 fires and an annual loss of $8,484,480. While we had 35 fires
more than the average the loss was $2,342,958 less during 1928,

FIREMAN'S SHORT COURSE

Through the whole hearted cooperation of the organized firemen
of the state, the Fire Marshal's Office, and the Towa State College,
a short course for Fire Fighters has been conducted at Ames for
four consecutive years. It is impossible to estimate the benefit
which has accrued to the municipalities of the state in improved fire
fighting methods and greater zeal in the prevention of fires.

It is noticeable that the towns and cities having low fire losses,
and the best records in handling fires and reducing hazards are those
which have recognized the constantly changing conditions and which
have taken advantage of the instruction and methods given at the
fire school. The exchange of experiences on common fire fighting
problems during the course has proved invaluable to the firemen
attending. Progressive fire chiefs have taken this occasion to deter-
mine the newest and best developments in fighting fires of different
kinds. Salvage operations, the best use of fire streams, training
needed by firemen, as well as the discussion of individual fire prob-
lems form a valuable part of the firemen’s short course.

Firemen are realizing that the simple methods of yesterday will
not suffice in fighting fires today. With the rapid growth and in-
creased density of our business centers it is evident that fire hazards
have multiplied many times as have the difficulties of controlling
fires. New chemical, electrical, and mechanical hazards, together
with the use of powerful automotive apparatus, modern equipment,

—— ———

|
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and chemical extinguishers put a premium on the fireman who keeps
abreast of present day methods. It is becoming more essential every
year that Towa firemen know and study methods of fighting fires
under complicated modern conditions,

The Fireman’s Short Course is one of the most valuable agencies
by which lowa firemen may keep abreast of present-day develop-
ment. Every city and town in the state should see that its firemen
have the opportunity to attend the fire school to the end that the
department may be more able and effective in protecting against
fire loss. The 1929 Fireman’s Short Course will be held at the lowa
State College, Ames, on May 21, 22, 23 and 24. At least one alder-
man and as many firemen as possible should be sent to the school
from each municipality.

IOWA STATE FIRE PREVENTION ASSOCIATION

Again during 1928 the Jowa State Fire Prevention Association
worked diligently and with great and far-reaching effect. The
benefits of their efforts are both immediate and lasting and will be
a source of conservation extending far into the future. Fire pre-
vention is the work and object of the Association and they are
always on the job—not merely in the cities mentioned in the follow-
ing report but by their activities throughout the state by the indi-
vidual members.

No. No. No. Recom- People
Town Inspections Defects mendations Addressed

LoM&ars ..,.<eeuns 177 167 825 260
Shenandoah ...... 183 173 G678 1,000
Chavinda /s saaiid. 168 142 617 110
Manchester ...... 141 139 717 106
Dubuque ....vese 494 432 2,132 6,808

TOMIE.: s v 1,153 1,053 4,069 8,284

Of the 1,153 places inspected over 91 per cent were found to be
defective, requiring a total of 4,969 recommendations. During these
inspections ten radio talks were broadcasted: One at LeMars, six
at Shenandoah over KMA and KFNF and three at Clarinda over
KSO.

Besides the people reached at the above inspections 2,319 were
addressed during Fire Prevention Week by the Association.

When we consider the large number of others reached through
the press, pulpit, radio and schools, together with the thousands
reached during the Towa State Fair, some idea of the magnitude of
fire prevention in Towa may be gained. We wish to assure all that

we very heartily appreciate the wonderful cooperation extended in
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this magnificent work, not only during fire prevention week byt
during the entire year.

FIRE PREVENTION SCHOOL MANUAL

During the past year Bulletin No. 3, a Fire Prevention Manyal
outlining the causes and dangers of fires for use in the various
grades of all Towa schools, public and private, was issued by the
State Fire Marshal.

This foreword was given to superintendents and teachers:

This manual is issued in compliance with the state law to assist
in instructing pupils in the causes and dangers of hres, together with
proper methods of averting them.

Carefulness is the most effective weapon in all fire prevention
activities—carelessness destroys what wise men build. The teach-
ing of fire prevention in our schools, thus conducting a campaign
of education with our future citizens and property owners, is cer-
tain to make the theory of fire prevention an actual practice. If
children grow up with fire prevention knowledge, fires will be de-
creased. The more of this knowledge the children have today, the
more knowledge the coming generation will have. When every per-
son practices carefulness all accidents, most especially fires, will be
reduced to a minimum.

Two sections of the State Fire Marshal law, Sec. 1651 and Sec.
1652, read as follows:

Sec. 1661. Fire drills in public schools—exits unlocked. It shall be
the duty of the state fire marshal and his deputy to require teachers of
public and private schools, in all buildings of more than one story, to
have at least one fire drill each month, and to require all teachers of
such schools, whether occupying buildings of one or more stories, to
keep all doors and exits of their respective rooms and buildings unlocked
during school hours.

Sec. 16652. Bulletin. The state fire marshal shall prepare a bulletin
upon the causes and dangers of fires, arranged in not less than four
divisions or chapters, and under the direction of the executive council
shall publish and deliver the same to the public schools throughout the
state,

In addition to these requirements teachers should instruct their
pupils in at least one lesson each month as'to the dangers and causes
of fires and general fire prevention.

Regular and efficient instruction in our schools will be a great
factor in reducing our fire loss to a minimum.

| ]:nost earnestly ask your cooperation in this noble and patriotic
work.

Miss Agnes Samuelson, Superintendent of Public Instruction,

gave this foreword to Iowa teachers:

Every year fire destroys much property in the United States. Not
only is this true, but fires endanger human life; the number of lives lost
in one year through fire is appalling. Since most fires are caused
carelessness, the facts of fire prevention should be a part of the citizen-
ship instruction in every schoolroom. Children should learn the causes

and dangers of fires, their prevention, and the first aid for burns.
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it is with these thoughts in mind that this special bulletin has been
prepared for use in the grades.

FIRE PREVENTION BOOTH AT STATE FAIR

This department maintained a booth at the last lowa State Fair
exemplifying the needs and benefits of fire prevention, paying par-
ticular attention to the effects of lightning, a common cause of
farm fires. Over 50,000 pieces of literature were distributed dealing
with the various phases of fire prevention, a large portion going
to school teachers and pupils, Thousands of people viewed this
exhibit with profound interest and the thought and 1dea of fire pre-
vention was undoubtedly carried away by many, many persons
which was destined to produce very beneficial and noticeable results,

FIRE PREVENTION IN SCHOOLS AND ELSEWHERE

Fire drills should be held in each school at least twice each month.
Pupils should not be permitted to stop for hats, books or other
articles when the fire gong has sounded, but should be instructed
to leave the building in a quiet, orderly manner; never sacrihice
order for haste, panic is just as dangerous as fire, Teachers should
be required to call the roll from the daily attendance list when the
pupils have arrived at the designated safe position from the school;
the fire alarm should be distinctive in character and never used
for any other purpose ; the alarm should be identical in each school;
the alarm should be examined each day. The purpose of the fire
drill is two fold; first to teach the child how to leave the school
house in such an orderly manner as to avoid injuries that might
occur due to haste, and to teach the pupils to be calm in the event
of panics which may occur at any time in their after life. The drill
is just as essential to the pupil’s education as is grammar or arith-
metic.

The attention of pupils shall be directed at least once each month
to Fire Prevention. They should be informed as to the various
causes of fire, and how to avoid fires, as for instance roof fires.
These fires are the most frequent and are usually caused by dirty,
neglected flues, a cold night, a dry shingle roof. A dirty fHue and
a hot stove are a pretty sure combination for a roof fire. PRI~
VENTION: If the flues and pipes are cleaned out before starting
the fire in the fall, and a little salt, an automobile tire, or the plates
from a discarded battery is burned once in a while it will have a
tendency to keep the flues clean and free from soot, and it is well
to remember that a ¢lean chimney permits the heating apparatus
to function more efficiently and economically.

Paints, oils, varnish, and oil fillers contain linseed oil which will
oxidize heat and finally ignite rags which have been used for
rubbing or wiping up these materials, Rags should be destroyed
after having been used for this purpose, as the time that elapses
between use and ignition is usually seven hours. Many homes and
stores have been destroyed from this cause.

The electric iron and the curling iron in the home are frequent
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causes of fire. They should be kept upon an iron stand at least
two inches high, and should also be provided with a pilot light
so that when the pilot light is burning it will be evidence that the
electric current is passing through the iron. When the iron is not
in use it should be immediately disconnected. A hot electric iron
and a telephone call have often caused the destruction of the home,
Thirty homes are destroyed by fire every day.

Flectric wires should never be hung on nails, hooks or wires.
This will frequently cause a short in the circuit, which should blow

. the fuse, the safety valve of the electric system; should the fuse

fail to blow, the wires turn to an intense white heat and ignite any-
thing combustible within reach, and it is in this way that many
destructive fires started. All electric wires should be rigidly sup-
ported every four and one-half feet, staples and wooden cleats
should be replaced; no naked wire should be permitted; all joints
should be soldered and taped. Wires should not be allowed close
to pipes or other wires, two and one-half inch clearance should be
the minimum.

A match drawn up into a vacuum cleaner started a fire in a
closet ; the home was completely destroyed.

Rays of sunlight passing through a fish bowl burned a hole in a
rug which smouldered, flared into flame and started another home
fire,

Sifted hot ashes thrown back into a coal bin cost another home
owner many times the cost of the coal he tried to save.

ight out of every ten fires could be prevented by promptly cor-
recting hazardous conditions, such as disorder and accumulation
of rubbish and litter. A clean home is a safe home.

The electric light is infinitely safer than any other form of light-
ing when the equipment is installed in conformity with the proper
rules and regulations. Faulty installations, often installed by the
home owner or a novice, should have the attention at once of a
competent electrician.

Every member of the family should know the location of the
nearest fire alarm box, and know how to turn in an alarm. When
you pull an alarm at a street box, stay there until the fire depart-
ment arrives and is directed by you to the location of the fire. If
there is no alarm system in your community, learn the number to
call and the manner of reporting a fire by telephone. Never leave
the telephone until you know that the alarm and the location of the
fire have been carefully received by the fire department.

WHEN CONFRONTED BY FIRE
Keep cool, and act quickly, before the fire can spread.

Make your plans in advance as to what you would do in case

of fire.

Have one or more hand fire extinguishers within easy reach, and
be sure that every one in the house knows where they are and how
to use them.
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Do not amm at the flames but at the place where the flames start.

If you use water, it is generally best to throw it on in small
quanuties.

Small fires can sometimes be beaten out with a broom or coat.

Never go to bed without knowing the quickest, safest way to
leave the house.

Keep the halls, stairs, doors, and fire escapes free from obstruc-
tion.

Give the alarm promptly by calling “Fire”—unless in a crowded
room.

In a crowded room, give the alarm quietly and keep the people
calm.

Know where to find the nearest fire-alarm box, and study the
directions in advance.

Wait by the box, if it is outside of the burning building, so as to
direct the firemen when they appear.

If you send a telephone alarm, call the operator, and say, “I wish
to report a fire,” and be sure to give the address. Know the tele-
phone number of your fire department.

If your door is closed, put your foot behind it, and open it cau-
tiously. Slam it shut if the fire threatens to rush in.

[f there is smoke, but no flames, in the hallway, tie a wet cloth
around your mouth and nose, and crawl on your hands and knees
if the smoke is dense.

Close all doors that you pass, in order to keep the fire from
spreading.

Do not jump from a window unless it is absolutely necessary.
It is better to tear a sheet into strips, tie the strips together into a
rope, fasten one end of the rope securely and slide to the ground,

If you have to jump, throw out a mattress and bedding to break
your fall.

Always save life before property. In saving property take out '

the most valuable things first.
Don't throw breakable things from the windows.
Always keep your head.

ONE CAUSE OF AMERICA'S RECKLESSNESS
Consider the fires of your own home town, and talk with your
fire chief, and you will find that most of the fires were due to
trifling causes, dangerous conditions neglected, and small acts of
If a close inquest should follow every fire to ascertain its cause,
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and the premises placarded announcing the cause of the fire, that
all who read may profit, the cause would be impressed lastingly
on others in the community.

The average human watching a fire inquires as to the insurance
and consoles himself with the delusion, that the insurance com-
panies pay the loss, when as a matter of fact, the people pay for
all losses.

This fallacy is one of the chief causes of America’s recklessness
and indifference with fire.

DEATHS OCCUR MOSTLY IN ONES AND TWOS

Fire causes more than 10 per cent of all the accidental deaths
i1 the United States. The great majority of these deaths—prob-
ably 90 per cent or more—do not occur in spectacular conflagrations
like the Iroquois theatre and Triangle Waist Company fires ; they
occur by ones and twos in cities, towns and villages all over the
country, from playing with matches or from careless handling of
gasoline or from any of the common causes S0 well known to fire-
men. In many of these fires the property loss is insignificant.
These fatalities are not preventable by the building of fire escapes
or the provision of fire extinguishers; often they are not preventable
by anything the fire department can do after the fire has started;
they are preventable only by preventing the fire itself. Therefore,
it is clear that from the standpoint of saving human life—entirely
aside from the tremendous property waste caused by fire—every
safety man is vitally interested in fire prevention, and fire prevention
is one of the most important parts of the safety movement.

HELP CATCH THE FIREBUG

Do you know the arson and incendiary fires occurring in lowa
annually greatly increase the total amount of fire losses, What

. can be done?

To fire chiefs and firemen who are always first at a fire, the
sheriffs and police officers whose duty it is to suppress crime and
citizens of Towa who have the losses to pay:

Firemen when arriving at a fire should observe the origin, the
odor of oil, bottles, lamps, cans. Any high polished surfaces should

not be handled but preserved and guarded for securing finger

prints, If tracks are discovered same should also be preserved by
covering and a plaster of paris cast made of same. Obtain informa-
tion regarding removal of stock or goods prior to the fire; learn
who was the last person on the premises before the fire, amount
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of insurance carried comparing same with value of property, learn
by whom alarm was given. Plants, such as candles and devices
used for starting fires, should be sought. Actual measurements

should be made of all finds by two or more persons present and
records made of same.

DO NOT IGNORE FIRE HAZARDS

The ignoring of fire hazards never adds to the safety of either life
or property, neither does it help in safeguarding property values;
therefore, constant and regular inspection work, with the removal
of all fire dangers found, inaugurated will be well worth while,
and no time should be lost in putting the same into practice where
it has not already been done. It requires but little work but pays
handsomely since the cost of all fires is distributed among all the
people, those who are directly connected with the loss and those

who are not—everyone helps to pay the bill, no one escapes the cost
of fire waste. The fewer the fires the less the cost.

ALL COULD HAVE BEEN PREVENTED

Most of these fires could have been prevented easily, and many
of the fires and conflagrations were due to little things, too small
to notice, by an indifferent mdividual.

The great Chicago fire started from an overturned lantern.

The forty million Baltimore fire was due to a careless smoker,

The five million dollar Berkeley fire came from burning brush,

A small boy’s carelessness started the million dollar Nashville fire.

The three million dollar “Burlington” fire in Chicago came from
spontaneous combustion.

The Collinwood schoolhouse fire, in which 173 children and two
teachers lost their lives, was caused by a steam pipe in contact with
a wood floor.

The Peabody schoolhouse fire, in which twenty-one young (-
dren lost their lives, started in rubbish.

The Cleveland, South Carolina, school fire, in which seventy-six
persons perished, was due to a falling lamp, insecurely fastened.

The school fire at Babb’s Switch, Oklahoma, in which thirty-six
persons lost their lives, was caused by Christmas tree candles.

STATISTICAL WORK

It is the duty of the State Fire Marshal's office to secure and
publish certain data regarding fires and fire losses.

One hundred and fourteen investigations were made during
1928, Of these sixteen have culminated in successful prosecution

e — o ————
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and conclusion involving twenty-nine persons. Some of these
guilty of arson, are in prison or awaiting trial, some feeble-minded
are being treated in state hospitals for the insane, some are in the
bovs’ reformatory, while others are paroled. There are still seven
who are fugitives from justice, in jail awaiting trial or at liberty
on bond. There are eleven indictments still pending against six
persons. Besides these cases, evidence of criminal nature has been
filed with various county attorneys which they will present to grand

juries. '
During 1928 this department made a large number of inspections

which resulted in either correcting or totally eliminating many fire
hazards. Many cities and towns have been very materially ben-
efited by these inspections. Besides the actual and material effect
of these inspections and investigations there is also a moral effect
the actual benefit of which cannot be estimated although always

very noticeable.

ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS

ALLAMAKEE COUNTY—On February 3 a fire occurred in Franklin
township, Allamakee county, whereby a residence belonging to Mrs,
C. A. Perkins and occupied by Otto Mielke and family was totally
destroyed by fire under very sugpicious circumstances. After an in-
vestigation Mr. Mielke was arrested and held to the grand jury. Five
indictments were returned against Mr, Mielke and three against Mrs,
Mielke. At the September term of district court Mielke was tried on
the charge of arson to defraud the insurer. After a several days' hard
trial he was acquitted. ., The remaining indictments against Mr. Mielke
and those against Mrs, Mielke will probably be tried later.

ALLAMAKEE COUNTY—An investigation was conducted in Alla
makee county of a fire which destroved two of five large stacks of hay.
These were set by means of a blasting fuse connecting all the stacks,
and on one end of which was a shot gun ghell filled with some substance
to cause a flash. While this department and the sheriff’'s office were
checking some details an agreement was entered into between the in-
surance company, the county attorney and the owner of the land
whereby there was to be no prosecution if the renter would sign a
for his insurance claim amounting to about $180.00 and also cancel the
amount of rent—$200.00—due from the renter for the hay land. This
agreement was suggested by the doctor of accused as- he was in poor
health physically and mentally. The investigation was dropped although
neither this office nor the sheriff’s office sanctioned the agreement not
to prosecute.

DECATUR COUNTY—On April 28 fire destroyed a cottage about oné
nd & half miles north of Lamoni which had been occupied by Virgil
Blake, formerly of Missouri, for about three weeks. Strong evidence

of arson was secured against Blake and he was later indicted by the

grand jury together with his uncle, Mart Blake. Both reside in Missouri
but as vet no effort has been made to extradite them.

JEFFERSON COUNTY—On June 16 & barn on the J. L Glotfelty farm,
eight miles southwest of Fairfield occupled by Bdd Gire and mnrﬂgw 'll::
totally destroyed by fire. This fire followed and preceded a number Tt
diversified depredations committed on the farm and against the Gires.
An investigation was made through the sheriff’s office assisted by State
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Agent E. C. McPherson, Evidence pointed to Miss Delcena MeCleery,
of unsound mind, aged twenily-one years, a neighbor living just a short
distance from the Glotfelty farm. She was brought before the county

commission of insanity and committed to the hospital for the insine at
Mt Pleasant for care and treatment,

JOHNSON COUNTY—On August 8 the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Geo.
Rock in lowa City was partially destroyed by fire. Mrs. Rock later
signed a full confession of having started the fire by throwing gasoline
about the Kkitchen and lighting this with a match. She later appeared
in district court in lowa City and plead guilty to a county attorney's
information. Three years prior she had been examined at the state
psychopathic hospital and given quite a low rating. The judge again
ordered her to this same hospital for observation. The doctor's report
on her condition, as presented to the court, stated that her physical and
mental condition was such that she was not responsible for her act.
When she was later brought into court the judge dismissed the case,
holding that she was not responsible for having set the fire and ordered
her to the State University Hospital for medical treatment,

JOHNSON COUNTY AND ILLINOIS—On Jufie 15 a new Nash sedan
belonging to J. E. Kennard of lowa City was burmned on the public high-
way east of Silvis, Illinois, this being the second new auto belonging
to Kennard which had burned within a few weeks. Kennard claims to
have parked the car on an lowa City street the night of the 15th and
that it had been stolen. The investigation, however, seemed to show
that Kennard was with the car himself in IMinois that night and appar-
ently a strong case was available against him, He was indicted in Rock
Island county, Illinois, on a charge of burning to defraud the insurer.
The case came to trial at Rock Island in October but no representative
of the insurance company or the finance company could be induced to
appear in court to testify and show that Kennard had an insurance
interest in the auto so the judge directed a verdiet in favor of the
defendant. It might be added that this investigation was made at the

request of the insurance company. State Agent Ray Scott assisted in
this investigation,

LINN COUNTY—An investigation was made of a fire which occurred
September 4 about 2:30 p. m. at 523 So. 6th Street, Cedar Rapids. Clar
ence Leroy Clark and wife occupied this place as a rooming house.
Clark and a roomer, Frank Borst, confessed to having set this house on
fire to collect the insurance. Borst was to get $300 if the fire was suc-
cessful as $1.500 insurance was carried on the household goods which were
valued at about $600. The Clark’s needed money and adopted this method
of getting funds. Both Clark and Borst plead guilty in district court
and were given jail sentences. No charge was filed against Mrs. Clark
on account of her family of small children.

LYON COUNTY—An investigation was made on January 30 of a fire
which occurred on a farm located on Section 12, Township 99, Range 48,
owned by Mr. Holly of Larchwood. The evidence secured was turned
over to the county attorney, which together with additional facts was
gsubmitted to the grand jury and an indictment was returned against
George Van Den Hazel,

MONROE COUNTY—On August 22 a fire occurred in the house of
Ralph Gutch at Bucknell which was extinguished before much damage
was done. Later it was discovered that a radio had been stolen from
the home before the fire. This was afterwards found hidden under a
house recently occupied and still controlled by Wilbur Webb and his
mother—negroes, Webh had previously served a term of several months
at the Training School for Boys at Eldora and since heing paroled
there had been a couple of rather suspicious fires in the Webb home,
Webb was arrested and kept in jail for several days, later being released
after a preliminary hearing. As soon as he was released he left the
state, going it is thought to Missouri, and has not gince returned.
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Counties and Cities of 10,000 and Over
Bal. Johnson CoOunty.....csoensnessncacnans 8
FDRBE - ot it s 5562 w8 Sy es " Sis00 memea o KoL) M0 16
BESIAIIE + o wte s $:pin-sr.6 o M SHRige S0mBIn 0.0y EHS 48,9 58 25
BOBBURE - .. csosptipbnsninerasscnsass® oo uuspy o 21
Lee—Ft. MadiSon ...cscscscrrovevnnnccscarans 42
KeOKRK ..-.co60vssscioscnssnssnsssvssnnnss 104
Bal, Lee CoUntY...cccvoesnvesovarance 14
IAnn—Cedar Raplds ......ccecervennncncrncnny 141
Bal, Linn County....cocavansvrrancresvrenn 29
e R S P TR RN PR SRR T AL 21
T R R S PR PR X ST AR 26
ROIRL: v s =5 bt s oo MBa e sedsnnersbsoias fnsoabioy 21
MAAIBOM  ...vvrvvbvussannsssannnnonssroceranss 7
Mahaska—OSKAlOOBA .....veeensrrsrrierarnecs 24
Bal. Mahaska County.....coovvvesncnsiness 29
R T e R S P P PR E L L L S LR AR 31
Marshall—Marshalltown .....cc.ciocaeaeraranas 83
Bal. Marshall County......ceeevsenscacnses 23
MERTIE oo .. coins i psne sieaidn o mdeiod e s o eess s 16
MEeROll .. i ss il gune vdssane sevmaesneradne g 23
MODONR ...oovvisamssnsaasnsssoasassassssassionss 29
MODBYO® . .c:sssscétasssnpaonsnsovessrsesecinesns 25
MODLEOMETY .o casssasnssvnnsaarssssnnsesnaniy oh
Muscatine—Muscatine ......coevvvernnrraancns 74
Bal. Muscatine County........ccozeseecrcens 20
O'Brienl ....cooesvbssssessossnsenossssnssanvas 46
OBCOOIR . ...coves¥psassensnsssssrasassstsssone 16
PRES. ©scsvassaesin qarinsdissnesnesfosssvovas 73
Bt A s i cauviae s vaeonvene vy sues Vi el 7
PITIIOULE o oo v veosoncassnsvionnrvarebasivoyis 29
Pocahontas ..... DRI f i ) TP e 14
Polk—Des MOINeS ....ccoovevorssrsessanarsers 612
Bal. Polk County....«.vns o'n-fke BEHES-WB D5 40
Pottawattamie—Council Bluffs .......... .00 212
Bal. Pottawattamie County..........cc.cns 25
PoWesShIeK ....covsscssssesorarossnssasrarsnns na
Ringgold ......... AR I T Sty - : 17
SCott—DAVENPOTt  .covvrnerercrrrosessnsssnns 224
Bal. Scott COUDLY .. ccvoeesarerosnannsersss ]
B s e e e i o Y e o i W AN 25
Shelby .e.vcvveceains P, . St SR g g - 20
e o S R e R (L SR, (L. 31
BEORY . .crviecasevsascsmrreranzrapsoecahiasaea 67
T R S A PR B AU LI 36
TAVIOT ..ocosrrssfiioassrscenrsssrsssossonsansss 28
EIRBOR i auiois s ki enanee e oibania sy FusHANS s v 40
Van BUrel ....:sssceseossssnesassassssanassnss 13
Wapello—OttumWa  ..ovveivrrcrernaasrannrsnss 109
Bal. Wapello County.......--- b e N N e 24
BUBRTION  » v sessrnePaasosroonsnrtsshsavahsvasss 28
Washington .....cvscireasrssocsrasnssnesiasns 19
WARYNE vvvsosens B & vt i e 55 THK LD R 15
Webster—Ft. Dodge ......... AT e T 76
Bal. Webster County....,..... T (VO 13
WABNBDRED st coinpsosvivessasnssss S e s 12
Winneshiek ...... SRl s e A S BT 25
Woodbury—Sioux City ........ccevaveenan s 01 1458
Bal. Woodbury County........ B A B 20
WORSEL .ensnvsss A i N e E A s 10
Wright ...... Lo SR L o s BN 95 n s A i 11
MGERY. . - s anie 0% a b O ne SRS AL Ry 5,232

No. of Fires
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Showing the kind of property destroyed. Damage to bulldings and

contents set out separately.

No. of Damage Lo
Fires Buildings

Auto tops and tire shops........... ; 10 $ 10,930
Autos and ORI O T o s 263 20,560
Bakeries ....coresececananrnsannnans 24 5,967
BaNKS «ccovsvancvarsrons YT APNLT 6 864
Barns—Farms .........coeccemenonens 245 480,847
PRI oo n stoai s R s N ¢ A 06 44471
Battery stations ........ccocveaannn 1 3,417
Railway box cars, etC.........caivans 19 10,176
Chicken brooders and poultry houses 95 30,786
ChUrches ....cccoeovevsvesasssnsanas 18 62,270
Cleaning and dyeing..........cccnes 22 7.076
Corn cribs and granaries............ 25 25,006
Dance halls ......cocevsaniannssnnes 2 4,250
Depots and freight houses.......... 3 650
Dwellings—Farm ......ccoocviianans 498 1,036,801
MAWE . :rvnsassisnsiossnsnne sy 2,684 675,400
Elevators and seed houses........... 15 87,763
Engine and boiler rooms............ 3 975
Factories, various kinds........cc ... 50 52,094
Filling stations and oil storage...... 14 3.573%
Foundries .....cecsssvernsnsncsscsns o 41,794
Funeral homes .......cicvosnnncsenes 3 1,635
Garages—Private ....... I = e 176 37,613
PobME . rilisesdaneniaersdesvae hl 38,229
Hog hOUSES .....iociarvseasvrvnssan 11 3,760
HOSDIA] ..icnvesnenomerorasrseranes 9 6,295
BIORBIE .. sicn anen s sevsseye bane i 39 61.966 "
Houges, apartments ........coeseens 97 137,242
166 ROUBOB .o noco-vrassspossoiansns o 1,628
JUNK FArAdS oo corronsdsseraiasisnns 6 4,566
LaunaAries ...oeoseecerisesesmssiasas 8 1,794
Lodge halls . ..occnciarvisnenessns b 13,929
Lamber yards ......- e A e 10 16,467
Mills. feed, flour, planing, etC........» 6§ 5,470
0.4 peoples’ NOMES. . ..ccevaniimranes 2 191
Oiftice and office bulldings........... 42 49,014
Packing plants and stoek yards...... 8 1.821
Pool halls ... ceccssarmavnnnavacsnss 8 3.912
Post OffiCes ... .:csessnrarcanssocvass 1 214756
Printing plants .....cessoeecnernrsns 10 8718
ReStAUrants ....ceioseserssnssrisons o6 25,749
BoNOOIS .. sisqssrassnnunsspsbanysdne 28 18,120
Sheds—Coal and wood......covvaeee 41 3,513
Machine ...:eosicisiiinsanenens 26 17,187
Shops, various kinds........coeeeeees 17 34,185
EINOPBE ' .+ oo s ssanuosansasesessanepanss 268 292,501
Summer kitchens ........ocoeessers b 1,075
THEALICS .covesoorssarsmssssnsmssses 16 9,669
Warehouses and StoTage...........- 58 94,618
Miscellaneousg ..... S el e derrenans bb K. 469
Total...crvonosns Sl sl Iyd s ¥R 5,232 $ 3,626,306

-

Damage to
Contents

29,728
1,366
12,963
189
171,769
21,259
8,242
14,106
56,611
5,660
7,208
20,063
1,195

0
318,808
232,269
63,446
900
148,193
1,612
65,812
1,125
49,066
42,163
2,505
2,547
16,12%
28,987
80
4,207
2,320
2.492
34,348
5,060
70
24,611
4,690
974
2,135
9,656
25,562
7.199
1,176
11,908
42,798
536,478
hid
17,866
548,406
5,923

$ 2,615,217
3,626,306

$ 6,141,522
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TABLE NO. III

Containing a summary of the origin of the various fires reported, the
number of each, and the total damage to the buildings and contents

for the vear 1928.

Causes No. of Fires
ALIOERINE S - - . aaininsesaigio oo gisvseseseesssnssre damab 169
Ashes and coals against wood. ... ......norevicnneas 50
T T TR O, T T S S T i 4
T T RS T T R S B W S i 29
e R T T N S, B N S R A 135
Brooder lamps and SBtOVes. .. ... eveeeriacnnasascnas 53
Candle, lamp and lantern carelessness.............. 40
Children playing with matches.............cc00... H9
Cleaning WD ERSDHDEO . . .o « Guirie v v woimmepd oty sramae. > 14
Clothing and bedding near stoves and pipes........ 17
Curtains blowing into flames............covvenanns 9
e L e o /o in o5 @ pt 5 o 4 o4 & ag bomshadia i 126
Defective electric WIrInE. . . . oo cvvrvvrcrrcrnsresons v 155
Defective electric appliances...........ccovvavsnns 38
DEROREVE. BOTDIRBRE G -« 55 o5 ali0as < om piv s s ovions s0nve e 14
T T e, TR PR s . L B P i, g 318
Defective and overheated heating plants, .......... 180
Defective oil burners (domestic)..........covvvvnns 23
Defective oil and gasoline stoves. .........cco0evea 129
Defective pipes tO StOVeS. ..o vuvvineroransomens s 65
Electric iron with current left on...........ccvvvv.n 33
T el 5 B N e T L 06 e R e (5
T R e R SR T r o o g e BV (A gl 13
Frictlon ...... s I T N A T S S o £ et 11
T T S e A it SNt RO e 1) T
NS  TORPOIARBAARE. ;o)L hts dimme o e e niee o eae 62
Gasoline and .volatile oil explosion................. H2
Grease, paint, tar, boiling over........... cvvrvevs 14
8 T A S S A R R S R R 42
IAghtning—Not »odded ..........cccviviciisrerasns 115

RDBOGA " ) acumsainsds ed e TR RS ST wd Vel B, 8
Lightning running in on radio wires.............. 2
AT T T T T R SO AP g epuli g i i 69
TR T TARETRO T T T T Bl SEPP SR i S et 184
s T A N U - pem e SRl B g A b
Sparks from engine and locomotives, .............. 30
Sparks from flues on wooden shingles............ 1,711
Spontaneous combustion:

DR, BEE o hB0  ve s s sf vy b AL S e, 28

DD R Ry S SN SN S R A ui e P 47

DD S TR o5t e T o i b e v Py ST LA 81

BOAVIDER SR SR WEBE . cie'v v s v eioesvnsnnesasnds 3

BUERE™ . i é e & o el AR 8 N g, L 2
SEaHI . BRSO YIOIRY: N o e Vs i i o8 oo e W By F iy 8
Thawing water pipes....... A L o S e St i i e 13
Unknown ......... Wiole sld il R e el O e 5 L 862
Using gasoline and kerosene 40 start fires......... 6
TR R RITENTT off M Ry Sty S0 (AT Il 58

ORBE A Stk os »0 00w 6.0 o ey gl Lt 1 e R S, 5,232

Loss
$ 293459
14,207
14,648
28472
42,685
22,334
33,689
26,908
11,118
5,031
148
21,250
222,284
19,766
L18G
489,807
368.553
45,621
06,088
22,230
14,414
S0
1510
2,248
796
32,458
57.614
6,079
96,641
242,647
14,270
40
26,507
38.720
8,421
47.284
723.818

34,437
102,292
64.269
219
500,303
2,550
7.177
2,330,073
8,058

25,074

$ 6,141,522




