g REPORT OF STATE LIBRARIAN

To conclude:

Figures do not alone attest the growth of a library in usefulness;
but they do show the physical growth and strength. As has al.
ready been shown in the two departments in existence in 1898,
when the present incumbent entered upon his duties as State
Librarian, there were of record 55,001 volumes. In the four de
pirtments in operation in 1928, —thirty years later—there are of
record 203,640 volumes—an increase of 270 per cent.

The Financial Statement showing the classified expenditures for
the several departments, prepared by the experienced and efficient
State Library acconntant, Miss Minnie E. Hess, is herewith sub-
mitted,

Respectfully submitted,
Jonxsox BriaHAM,
State Librarian.
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Forest City Library Bullding.

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

To Hoxorasre Joun Hasmwinn, Governor of Towa:

In compliance with Section 4539, Code of 1927, I herewith trans-
mit the fourteenth report of the lowa Library Commission for the
biennial period, July 1, 1926, to June 30, 1928,

Junia A. RopiNsox,
Secretary, Towa Library Commission,
Des Moines, Towa, November 1, 1928,
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REPORT OF IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION
PERSONNEL

MEMBERSHIP

One change has taken place in the membership of the lowa
Library Commission during the past biennium in the retirement
of Mrs. Flora Barkley Southwick on July 1, 1927, at the expiration
of her term, and the appointment of Mrs. John Fox Lake of
Shenandoah.

Mrs. Southwick as Mrs. Barkley was active in bringing about
legislation creating the Library Commission during Mr. Barkley's
membership in the Iowa House of Representatives in 1900, She
was appointed a member of the commission in 1912 to fill out the
unexpired term of Captain Johnson and was continuously reap-
pointed at the expiration of her terms.

At the expiration of his term in July, 1928, W. R. Orchard
was reappointed for a new term.

OFFICE BTAFF

On September 1, 1928, the secretary will complete fifteen years
in the serviee of the Towa Library Commission. During that time
she has seen the number of tax supported libraries grow from
112 to 164, the Carnegie buildings from eighty-three to 100, and
the number of counties without libraries reduced from fourteen
to one. (The gift for a library building at Creston will hring a
tax for the support of the library.)

Librarian of the Traveling Library. Grace Murphy who eame
to the position two years ago is still with the commission and doing
the work with efficiency, With the small salary now paid there is
danger, however, of a vaeancy in this position at any time which
will be diffienlt to fill for the same reason.

Reference Librarian, Clara L. Abernathy who held this position
for seven years has resigned to aceept a position in South &-ﬂ‘)ﬁm
which will pay her a larger salary,

The difficulty in filling the position with a competent librarian
at the salary allowed was great but the eommission was fortunate
in securing the services of Helen H. Aten whose experience in
Ladysmith and Manitowoe, Wisconsin, fits her excellently for
the work. Again, however, the commission is much in danger of
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Laving a competent librarian yield to the lure of a larger salary
offered elsewhere. )
Cataloger. After a vacancy of more than a year because
competent librarian was available at the salary to be offered
position was filled in September, 1927, by the appointment

Dagny Borge whose work has been very satisfactory.

Recard Clerk, Grace Ryan who had been with the commis
for over seven years resigned in June to be married. The Tra
ing Library stenographer, Lurene Jaeger, was transferred to
position and a former stenographer in the office, Trix Ellis,
turned to become Traveling Library stenographer. Another
nographer is also employed for the seeretary’s work.

The General Assistant, Helen Keogh Shepard, is one of the
most valued assistants and is competent and dependable.
hins occupied this position for six vears during which time |
improved her usefulness by taking the Summer School Com
at Towa City and is worth much more than the salary which
is receiving,

A clerk and two high school boys do the janitor work, she
and shipping of the books. Another full time man instead o
two part time boys would expedite this work and would be w
to the office the extra salary required.

ACTIVITIES

EXTENSION AND SUPERVISION
This work is under the direet supervision of the secretary and
consists (1) of help to communities in starting new library ¢

and in the extension of library privileges from libraries to s
and larger units through towns, townships, school eorpora
and entire connties, and (2) in assistance to libraries
ixf existence for more efficient service through correspondence
visits for conferences with librarians and library boards.

The work of extension and supervision might well occupy
whole time of the secretary but shortness of help in the Tra
Library frequently necessitates her presence in the office
than among the libraries of the state.

_Help is also given to small publie libraries and to school I
ries too small to employ a trained librarian in the installation
::f-&:n library methods which make for efficiency in lib

Inthiwwkthemmhanistedbythemhlognﬁ
only does the cataloging of the Traveling Library books but

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 7

to the smaller libraries in need of help in organizing and cata-
loging. In this the cataloger works under the direction of the
seeretary who decides the places to have her serviees. These places
are expected to pay the board and lodging of the organizer dur-
ing the time the work is being done and her traveling expenses,
the Library Commission paying the salary.

Library Beginmings. In the extension of library privileges in
Towa through the establishment of new libraries eleven are to be
reported between July 1, 1926, and June 30, 1928, namely, Allerton
with a population of 928; Dumont, 700; Inwood, 7561; Lamoni,
1,643 ; MeGregor, 1,200; St. Ansgar, 950; Schaller, 733; Sheffield,
1,026 ; Walnut, 913; Winfield, 928 and Winthrop, 507.

Tax support for MeGregor in Clayton county and Creston in
Union county (as noted above) in counties not heretofore having
tax supported libraries will leave Van Buren the only county in
the state without a eity supported library.

However, eight of these libraries are in towns of less than 1,000
population and three in towns of less than 2,000,

From a study made by Prof, J. H. Kolb of Wisconsin University
he found that it required a population of 4,000 at $1.00 per capita
to adequately support “‘good, modern publie library serviee.''
That we do have such serviee in some of our smaller communities
is beeause the libraries have a support larger than $1.00. But
many do not have and in few, if any, of the new enterprises
is this true, and often the support is far below the amount needed,
Therefore this gain is n questionable advance as most of the towns
with new libraries eould be much better supplied with efficient
library service as branches of a larger library and this may be
brought about by a contract between the library board and the
town couneil, or even a group of people in the town, by which,
for the payment of a stipulated amount, a certain number of
books are sent to be exchanged at stated periods of three or four
months, Not only are more books available in this way but the
library is relieved of the expert work which a small library finds
so difficult becaunse of inability to employ a trained librarian,

The above privileges may also be extended by a similar contract
to townships, school corporations and counties,

There has been an effort during the past year to secure a uni-
form rate for such extension, based upon the number of books
to be loaned, the rate most widely prevailing being fifty cents
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to individual borrowers outside the eity limits wishing to use the
city library. A rate of $1.00 with no less for a part of a w
seems to be fair.
Tuition pupils attending a town school are generally afforded
free use of a town library during the school year. In a few cases
the school board pays for this privilege. :
Library Buildings, Anamosa has a gift of $5,000 for the en ,§
largement of its library building which has not yet been used.
Creston has received a gift of $25,000 for the erection of g
library building from Mrs. Frank Phillips of Bartlesville, Okla-
homa, in memory of her mother.
Ft. Dodge was able to take advantage of the amendment to
the law making a three mill levy possible for improvements nd
is adding a second story to their library building giving the libr
much needed additional space.
Forest City through a bond issue of $10,000 has converted the
old Summitt Hotel into a very satisfactory library building which
was opened in February, 1928,
At Mt, Pleasant the P. E. 0. Memorial Library in conneetion
with Wesleyan College was dedicated during September, 1927. The
cost of the building was subseribed by the P, E. 0. sisterhood,
Association Libraries. Many library beginnings are made by &
library governed by an association and supported by membership
dues, entertainments, donations, ete, Some of these libraries in
time become tax supported, some have been continued for years
by this method and others die out. Almost, if not all, eould be
better served as branches of larger libraries. ‘8
As is usual a number of new association libraries have been
formed during the biennium and also a number have ceased
exist. Such statistics are diffieult to secure as these libraries
seldom conducted according to business methods, despite continue
efforts to secure the use of such methods on the part of the com-
mission secretary,
COUNTY LIBRARIES

':The‘pnhli(-. library is by far the most economical agency t
which the people may supply book servies for themselves.
opportunity for library serviee for city and country require
use of some agency which includes eiiy and country. Sueh
agency is the county library. County library serneem .
us?r ;:f books everywhere in the county.*’ |
; is means that a county may secure ide library sers
in lowa by a contraet betwyeeu fha e::::m and a : !
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library board by which the use of the library is made free to all
the people of the county direet from the library and by the estab-
lishment of branches and stations throughout the county. For
this service the county must agree to pay an amount equal to a
tax of one mill, this to be levied by the county supervisors without
a vote.

This method of establishment of a county library by contract
is the only one which may be used in Jowa but in some states
the county supervisors have power to establish an independent
library and in a county where there are several small libraries an
independent county library would seem to be the best plan. There-
fore it woulld seem wise to revise our eounty library law this year
to make this possible.

“(County library service is cheap beeanse it spreads the cost
over a wide area and many people. It is demoeratic because it
provides equal opportunity for all both in city and country, It
is effective because it is large enough to provide adequate service
and small enough to give real service quickly wherever it is
needed.”’ '

During the past two years library service has been extended
thronghout Hardin county by the supply of hooks to the rural
schools through the three tax supported libraries. This is not
complete county service inasmuch as it supplies only the rural
schools but is a beginning.

BOOK CAR

The book ear purchased in 1926 by the lowa Library Assoeia-
tion and used that summer by a large number of the libraries has
had less use since. It has served a good purpose in ealling atten.
tion to county library service and when that service comes a book
¢ar will be needed. What will be the final disposition of this wagon
will be a matter for the Towa Library Association to consider.

SCHOOL LIBRARIES

School library statisties are still not available, no office being
charged with the duty of their colleetion.

Interest in school libraries, however, has been stimulated by
the publication of a list of books for schools by the Department
of Public Instruction. The Library Commission is attempting to
give help in the way of organization where possible and where
the library is too small to warrant a visit from the organizer
directions for the organization of a school library prepared by
the secretary of the Library Commission are sent out.
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The new course of study issued by the Superintendent of Pub-
lie Tnstruction containing a course in the use of the library for
rural schools by the secretary of the Library Commission is alsa
stimulating library and book interest.

LIBRARY MEETINGS

The meeting of the Towa Library Association in 1927 was held
in Des Moines and for 1925 will be held in October at Marshalls
town. '

Eight district meetings were held in 1927 at New Hampton,
Clinton, Eldon, Red Oak, Denison, Spencer, Clarion and Newton
and in 1928 at Towa City, Mt. Pleasant, Couneil Blaffs, Indianola,
Dubuque, Storm Lake, Audubon and Clear Lake. p

A Librarians’ Conference was held by the Extension Depart-
ment of the State University in 1927 and 1928 and the Library
Section of the State Teachers’ Association held sessions during
the state association meetings in the two years of the biennium,

STATE FAIR EXHIBIT

The Library Commission state fair exhibit was transferred to
the new Educational building on its opening in 1927 and continued
there in 1928, 1

While this building is the logical place for this exhibit, as @
means of publicity the location is less valuable than a space in tiq_
Women and Children’s building.

A graphie county map showing library service through a county I
library and its stations and a book wagon was a part of the Li- -
brary Commission exhibit in 1928 and attracted much attention.

¥
GOOD BOOK WEEK

The Library Commission eooperates in the observance of Gml_
Book Week by giving aid to libraries, women’s ¢lubs and teachers
by the loan of books for exhibit, posters, leaflets for distribution
and suggestions for its observance, -

COOPERATIVE BUYING PLAN

For the past two years a plan of cooperati i ‘been
A ¢ pas perative b has been
in operation in the state under a committee of :h:ml::a ibrary
Association and the secretary of the Library Commission.

_The plan has behind it a good business prineiple in inerease
:’mm in proportion to the number of copies of a title order

to be.meesntn] such a plan needs the eooperation of more of
the libraries than have taken part so far. o D

TRAVELING LIBRARY 11

The plan has also the added values of fornishing to the smaller li-
braries reliable up-to-date lists of books thongh there is no intention
of standardization or coercion upon the libraries in this method of
buying.

PUBLICATIONS

The lowa Library Quarterly is issuned quarterly as its name in-
dicates and is mailed to librarians of public, association, sehool and
college libraries and to board members of publie libraries. Its aim
is to glve help through library news and articles on library matters,

Book lists for grades and senior and junior high school have been
revised and issued with other helpful lists.

Blanks for the collection of statistics from the libraries of the
state are furnished free from the Library Commission office, also
blanks for keeping daily and monthly statistics to be compiled in
the annual report. Blanks for use in making their annual budget
and in certifying their tax levy to the ity council are also furnished
to the libraries,

Leaflets explanatory of the Library Commission and the Travel-
ing Library are also furnished,

TRAVELING LIBRARY

The second aetivity of the Library Commission is the Traveling
Library from which library service is extended to the people of
the state without adequate library facilities.

In the past the books of the Traveling Library have been divided
between a general loan collection, from which books are selected
to fill requests, and fixed groups of fifty books ench. The latter
form of handling loans is gradually being discontinued as better
service can be rendered through selected groups.

Loans from the Traveling Library go to sehools, elubs, communi-
ties and individual borrowers. The sehools are the largest bor-
rowers and althongh very many titles are duplieated many times,
the supply of books is always far short of the number needed to
fill the requests received, and the work is so heavy during the
school year that delays must oceur in making up groups, shipping
the hooks, checking those that are returned, shelving, mending
and preparing for binding.

The only supply of books in many small communities is the
Traveling Library whose books form libraries for such towns and
here also the number available is always inadequate for the needs.
Very many boys and girls of Towa are whally dependent for their
reading upon the books sent to school and community libraries
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from the Traveling Library and if reading is a vital part of their
education there should be a more generous provision for their book
needs. :

An increasing number of requests are being received from in- -
dividual borrowers, many desiring books for serious study.

A list of one day 's requests coming to the Librarian of the Travel-
ing Library and the Reference Librarian is given that an idea of
the work required may be noted.

To schools and communities the period of loan is three months,
to individuals four weeks, except in the case of recent books and
those in great demand when the time is three weeks. Borrow-
ers pay transportation.

Summer Loans. During the summer when sehools are not in
session Traveling Library books aceumulate in the Library Com-
mission office and many loans are made to Y. W., Y. M. C, A, and
Campfire Girls eamps and other organizations thus keeping them
in nse when they would otherwise be idle.

Books for the Blind in New York Point and Braille 114 are
loaned through the Traveling Library. The cost of these books
is large but they are carried free through the mails. More money
to buy books and an assistant who could give more time to the
work of the blind would enable the Traveling Library to more
nearly supply the needs of the blind of the state.

In some states the transeribing of books into blind type is being
done by sighted people and if such transeribers could be found in
Towa and the Red Cross and other organizations were willing, as
they are in some places, to defray the cost of binding the supply
of books could be inereased at little cost. '

Picture Collections. No additions have been made to the picture
collections. A much larger circulation of these could be stimulated
were there an assistant to give more time to their loan. The same
is true of the stereoscopie views which might be made of value for
school use. A number of sets were added to the eolleetion during.
the two years just passed.

REFERENCE WORK

More requests are received from women’s elubs for material for
elub.atudy than can be promptly cared for by the referenee li-
b}mrmn. 'I'!lis work requires actual research to locate just the
right material in book, magazine, pamphlet or elipping to fit the
need. 1t is expert work and can only be done satisfactorily by &
person with a knowledge not only of reference hooks but of ho s

LEGISLATION 1

in genernl as well as a desire to send the inguirer exactly what is
desired. Not 1o do o may often cause delay in the preparation
of papers and the expenditure of extra postage if a second set of
materinl must be sent,

Study olub outlines and syllabi are also furnished to assist in the
arrangement of programs and are largely used by women's clubs,

Debate material to cover the question debated each year by the
High Sechool Debate League is duplicated many times fo meet the
heavy demands as nearly as possible,

Material for debates on other subjects is also furnished and not
infrequently the department is told that the material furnished has
won the debate,

SUMMARY
July 1, 1926—June 30, 1928

Books added to the Traveling LADIRIY, (i aicaesvaririasiivaivnns 10,344
Totul number of books in Traveling Libmry June 30, 1028, .. 00000e 0,614
Books loaned from Troveling Library, ... ccccesascnenrrrcrsrinine 150,073
e ey ek e 19,0567
Roquests filled by Traveling TADPATY  orcvienvnsanmesisnny bnshanne oo 18,087
G o oo i o o i Ao W aw O g A e T O WA e 8,000
Books for blind added to Traveling LALEATY. o ovcouescnnmmnerionnas 288
Total number of books for blind in Traveling TAbrary. ... coceeanes 1,020
Books for blind loaned from Traveling Library. .....ooiivaaniiss o 8,330
Traveling Library stotions, . ..cooveiaiins SR R e ’
Additlons ...oeaisivinn 4 B SRR A § 2 v pim— h4
Total ves cvsmase S 5 AT T B I e A s o on's 2,835
Pioture eolloctions, postors and stercoscopic views louned. . 206
Number of volumes loaned to schools and eolloges.......... 70,085
Number of volumes loanod to elubs and other arganizations 40,871
Number of volumes losued to individuals 12,600

DETAILED STATEMENT

The total annual appropriation for the work of the Library Com-
mission is $11,675.00. This covers all the activities of the Com-
fnission. Traveling Library, extension, traveling expenses, ete. In-
asmueh as the law provides that all accounts and expenditures must
be andited by the State Executive Couneil, the detailed statement
of expenditures is given in the printed records of the couneil.

LEGISLATION

Twa bills affecting libraries were introduced in the Forty second
Gleneral Assembly, one making the three mill levy heretofore only
available for new buildings also possible for improvements and
repairs, This passed both houses without question.

The other bill exempting only towns with publie libraries from
the county tax and making the leyy of a tax mandatory upon a
petition passed the House but in the elosing hours of the session was
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Thirty books for English work
Fifteen books for 1st and 2nd grades, also Hall and Thavks-
giving stories
Ope hundred books for high school—ship at onee
Grudo books—fifty-eight listed
High sehgol books for parochial sehoal
Six community or association libraries
Fixed group (30) as soon as possible
Fifty books from general loan
Twenty-five books for church
Another ““quarter’s allotment’’—(3 mo.)—fifty books
Also numerous requests by telepbone and by patrons ealling at offive.

REFERENCE LIBRARIAN

declared defective and it was then too late for revision and passage.

Inasmuch as there are other changes in the law which seem
desirable the entire law will probably be rewritten and offered for
vote before the next legislature,

LIBRARY COMMISSION NEEDS

The needs of the Library Commission which can be met by the
legislature may be briefly stated.

First, money to enable the Traveling Library to more nearly
meet the book demands upon it.

Seco: : . 1 Brief, concise und helpful book on ‘‘How to eoach plays®’.
nd, larger salaries to make possible the employment of com. 2 Material on great personalities of the xm&e }mtm 5
petent people, needed to aceeptably do the expert work required 3 Ponmt;m:fro:u ;tu;{ :1::::: (":I’:aL activities of the International Commercial,
of library amistants. 4 Matorial for a study elub paper on ”:l-.ih Bit;‘le as n‘s;a inspiration of art''.
i ice he i v ! nrtiel ms for preparing a Peace Day program.
S M cies W0, TEDeclie $he mevics. ; g:l!ﬁmlziogrrpme:? nr{;?: on "P]:'(mllinent women of lown.''
7 Uptodate articles on ** Air Craft development'’. o
ONE DAY'S MAIL 8 Mauterial on thoe *‘Children’s hospital at Town City'". A
9 Help in prqui;ir;g a p‘luii perea:h"hrlht; resorvations of Towa''.
LIBRARTAN, TRAVELING LIBRARY 10 A book on *“ Federated elubs and the movies””. _
1 Nine individual requests 11 Pietures and deseriptive material on the ¢ Plains and platesus of the

'Id l"
12 Bom:t;:ug on ¢! Colonial ehnracters’® and *‘New thoroughfares’’.
18 Helpful materinl on the |::;th “(:'m hy ﬂtmtho family table®"
14 Somoething about “‘ The Penitentes’ ow oo, )
15 Books eontaining debate arguments on tho high sehool debate lwm
«{Resolved: that the United States should cease to protect by
forees Amorican eapital invested in Latin Ameriea exeept after
formal declaration of war."
16 A book deseribing and giving enlture of our common garden nnd himse
flowers.
17 Books on nality, how to develop it; also the story of the opora
“Rigoletti’' by Verdi
18 Information on the state t;l{-ilﬂﬁﬁ” of Town.
19  Material the ors of Towa.
In;omni. 3 on Nqo:.k?uri Harbor, the Statue of Liberty and Ellls Island,
with pictures if possible,

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES ARRANGED BY COUNTIES

New fietion

.\E\:u nonﬂ,nrl.inn

‘“Story of philosophy,'’ “‘Mother India,'’ ete.

kallo bmu.ms._\- In?u’::nlhun e N

ist of thirty-nine popular fieti i

Books for primar ” n.!ln :lrnn P

Biographios of Alfred E. Smith and Herbert Hoover

List of books desired for use in ‘‘Working up material for a eom-
m“tthm u{nipainted rh"::l ror’tridor changes in tEe Towa High Behool
mathemnatics eur 11 [

“lm um d ns many as possible and return
erchunt from small town uostin Tibra i
ho might borrow Johannl::q"(‘ugr: t o w{ehmsumﬁ:}
his had borrowed from the Traveling Lib and liked much.

2 Thirteon requests for information e P
Fnurmmm R ‘:n woneerning use of the Traveling

Two ministers inois where he used the
e b&::;)mwul here from 1N he ﬁ!e
Three rur-f schools
One parochial school
Two communitios
One individual
4 Sitmut:!nmllpuuhubuﬂq
ou edueation—two ti listed
Bpecinl illustrated nﬂlﬂ':- .
‘Good? Mnfuph_v'nf B“::Ilmr?ule and Jane Auston
or ‘ Ancient eurions famous wills'"
mdunddm“ubi burwmbminim;z
ven in November. If Traveling Library,
) sh::; %am or Public Library does not have will send 0 Li.
WO roquests renowal of books
Tir v o B s 20,80 delay in ol o
5
lenqnmforboohfm‘:m:ll:xh e ) e

Twenty-two books for English work—send immediately

-

"
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er
r
Clinton, De Wits
Denison
-Adel, Perry
L T L L e s e b BIoomﬁn-hl
DERBRE ... ivvinsinisastsasrsssusrsamsnsnannnssssdonovades Lamoni, Leon
DEIAWATE . vvcrerssrssassssssnrrrsrspoamrsrassscasassnssnssns Muanchester
IO DO . coovvsnah bowomarssdyssusnasiaiisssiamas Burlington, \It-dnapo‘tu
IHeAEOR . o s bsisnssnssssnisninnirainnsanvaieknd Arnolds Park, Spirit Laks
DODUGUE .. .ovvnnsioersasssssnsassassarsursasassnasensasnsnas Dubugue
BEMEIR . s dos aannniiodsahosns dunnsre et hy (we WERY S noiabens Estherville
Fayelte ....... I NS S SR A P r AT Hawkeye, Oelwein
S T s T ok i ey P A SRS A P e e Charles City
T R s o e e e e o m SRS U A T4 T S 2B Sheffield, ‘Hampum
TURIIONE s a e o5 si0 s ons vahassiensasinessssmesessssarssessssasse Hamburg
Groene ....oovesvissssrssnsarssyrrrrrrans Grand Junetion, Jefferson, Paton
L R A P P P P e Grundy Center, Reinbeck
L A e A T = L T E TSt tuart
FERIREIBON 5 0 a0 b4 v o i s e s(uu b s b oW Webster City
HADOOCK o1 0csisnsisssssensss sastnrasyesssessnssmune -Britt, Garner
Hardhe . osvendreissinarinnane A S AIdcn ora, Towa Falls
L R TR N e Dunlap, Logan, \hsmmn Valley, Woodbine
BUINRE N B A ¥ 9 e R Winfield, ‘\Tuuut Pleasant
e R T e R L I T B S e P S Cresco
.................................................. Humbaldt
Arthiur, Galva, Ida Grove

Maquok
‘olfux, Nowton
rfield
Towa City
Anamosa, Monticello
Sigourney

Albin
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