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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Des Moines, Towa, Janpary 30, 1926.

Hox. Joux HamMiLL, Governor of lowa:

Sir :—In compliance with the provisions of law I have the honor
to submit herewith the fifteenth annual report of the affairs of this
office covering the period beginning January 1, 1925, and ending
December 31, 1925, both dates included,

J. A. Tracy, State Fire Marshal.

STATE FIRE MARSHAL

Appointed by the Governor,

Term, Four Years.

Expires July 1, 1927.

Office Name i Legal Residence Birthplace
A, Tracy.. Sioux City... Towa
.|E. J. Frowick Des Moines Towa
Assists Deputy. --=|W. C. Rabbi Des )
Assistant Deputy............|G. G. Shanafelt.. .| Sigoumey .......| lowa
Stenographer and Clerk..... IMay A, Carfeeeeeeccas| AMES coeievecenns| lowa

The entire expense of the State Fire Marshal's office is paid out of the

general revenues of the state,




REPORT OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL

In presenting this, the Fifteenth Annual Report of the State Fire
Marshal, 1 wish to call your attention to some of the outstanding
ieatures which to my mind are worthy of careiul consideration by
the general public.

We have endeavored in our Fire Prevention Campaign to educate
the people to habits of carefulness. The newspapers throughout
the state have been most liberal with their space in publishing
extracts from our report. Newspapers give knowledge to their
readers which cannot be had in any other way, and 1 deplore the
fact that no provision is made whereby we can keep up a campaign
of publicity in the press throughout the year. We have several
states where the Fire Marshal issues bulletins each month contain-
ing articles which are of great interest to the general public. These
articles are of such a character that the newspapers are glad to
print them. Too much publicity cannot be had through the press
in keeping before the public the necessity of daily fire prevention
activities for the conservation of both life and property.

1f you will carefully study the figures set out in the tables in
this report, they should convince you that we should exercise greater
care in climinating fire hazards which are likely to start fire and
which often cause great conflagrations, loss of life as well as loss
of hundreds of thousands of dollars in property. It is safe to
say that 85% of all of these fires are caused from carelessness or
indifference.

1 also call your particular attention to the great number of fires
that occur in the homes from defective heating plants, defective
stove pipes, defective gasoline and oil stoves and children playing
with matches, etc., the homes being left in charge of the housewife
. and children without any means of putting out the fires in their
incipiency. About three-fifths of all fires occur in the home, and
I earnestly urge that every man inspect his own property and
eliminate hazards that he may find in and about his premises,
thereby giving his family a fair chance for their lives, and impress
upon the children the necessity of cultivating habits of carefulness
and the danger of playing with matches, also caution the women
folks not to use gasoline for cleaning purposes and coal oil to aid
a sluggish fire. &

It appears to me that the only hope of cutting down the criminal
ash heap is by educating the rising generation not only in the pub-
lic schools, but in the Sunday Schools as well.
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Deaths from Fire. In 1925 there were 86 deaths reported a5
the direct result of fire, of which number 22 were men, 31 were
women and 33 were children.

In 38 cases fatal to life, gasoline or coal oil was involved.

In 5 cases persons were burned to death as the result of bonfire
carelessness, and 7 children were burned to death playing with
matches,

For the year 1925, 6,118 fires were reported to this office totalling
a loss of $9,724482. This is an increase of 683 fires and an in-
crease of loss of $1,794,832. Five hundred and ninety-seven of this
increase in numbers was on town dwellings, and 407 of an increase
of causes was from sparks from flues, (most all of which were on
wooden shingles).

There were 41 fires totalling a loss of $3,403,441, being almost
one-third of the entire loss for the year.

The loss from unknown cause was 109 fires over 1924 and an
increase of $1,027,195. This is an alarming condition which calls
for greater care on the part of the general public, as well as the
insurance companies, to inspect their risks and make investigations
as to bad moral hazards.

A list of forty-one of the largest fires which occurred during the

year 1925. Loss—$3,403,441, which is almost one-third of the
entire loss:

ABRL 5 e daeiraia Jandary 22ad. .. nii SR § 81,400
T e S S e May 2Ied. i aad e s s

Calumekic vz shia siisinsne Mach Lstis: conlsraatsgso b mivns 35,000
Cedar Rapids............. February 218t.. . versvassratenms 145,000
Cedar Rapids............. MAY 2200 -y b inin e R 28,000
Cedar Rapids............. [ g b SRR S S 138480
Centerville.......cco.u..ns 1 A e 26,000
Colesburg........ {15 . AL oebrtary | 208.. 3L 5. 000 Vil 26,500
Council Bluffs.......... soliys JIth: G Seadye BN
Council Bluffs............ December Ird.cc.qavinivisssaas 886,343
LS s i ai i s iR nat s February 26th. .......cocnspusss 25,600
Davenport..........ooeees T e R el Ly 28952
Davenport. .....ccoooveanss OCHODEY 2200 < 7555 vs e x v ve 4 Fas 48,000
Des Moines.............. January Sthi i caliain 42720
Des Moines............... Juna BIthi o, snivin T 30,716
Des Moines............. «October 19th......c.connen

D68 Mokies’ « oo v. vz ivess November 24th...........ccexnn 143,433
EIODCON < s e vsonihiernas April 2. iiiviiissasianais

Fort Madison............. . PR B s 155,000
Garwin...oveivnnrnes N yankry askth, L DT, I 28,000
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Grinoell.svas i s vains L L R R A 45,000
Keosauqua. .. .. i LT e T 60,000
71T T SRR A gy ok T TN e IO B 197,000
Lelghtof.oo..ovvarions... December Sthi. i i oiiisiress 33000
Magnolia..... ... ..September 28th................. 27,000
Manning.....c..iveieoen. September 3rd. .. ciiiaiiiinians 35,000
Murray Ao T b R AR BN 27,500
e L S L O e 25,000
Odebolt. ... . T | B e R e A 29,000
Onawa..ooovenis June Jed..ioriiseiiveduninnss 69,900
Do soivisiinareaiivis February I%th.......cccovviinn. 65,000
(a0 o BRI SR (R Fébrapgy - 2080 odincoin vane 175,700
OUOmMWE L. e coveinstosrves November 2th............... . 31,000
Paulling....orivneionsens December 21st s
Pleasantville.............. January 17th 65,800
Pleasantville.............. October 18th 25000 °
Rockwell City.......... . September 5th 52,000
Rockwell City............ November 11th 215,000
Sioux City.....oovmnvnansd August 4th..... 45,000
Strawberry Point......... May (Sth..ccibiiverarpairanieet 36,552
No. of fires......cnnennainns 41 EORE: ovin i s e s 23,403,441

KINDS OF STRUCTURES IN WHICH THE MOST DISASTROUS
FIRES OCCURRED

No. Fires Loss

Town AWeIlIDEE +voviuimnsioaiuiinusisnminssanioasssas 3.06.‘-! $1,329,657
Farm dwellings «....ccocnsnenriossnnsasscomosmessssansas 5;3: 1,668,691
Stores, various Kinds ........oceceeenininiiserteiiaianie ..§4 1,704,500
GATARES- .o coijoissssavassauaanssrosipiosssnanannaseirtss 253 330,191
Autos and trucks ...ccciiinaninesaisiasirsnersensone e 196 24,581
TOWR DATIB 0o iviasansdsahsassssssavessuonnbnesannsse 144 100,971
Apartment hOUSES .......ccoivarsssiasinsiresnansienccas Ig 4;3};‘2
Offices and office buildings.........coooceaemaiaiacinaans .7 :
WATSHOUBES :osiussicsivsssersasniaspabasanssasrysrsssans 1] 102,71
RESIAUTANIE osovicosavsassbssnsuisusniasssspetnensanionsy 76 14,731
st RS IS GO TS v 2

LRl vo s s wat TS AN S FANSR AR bR SR SR ARy R 4588  $443450

SPECIAL MENTION

Domestic Oil Burners. The heavy loss and the great number
from defective oil burners, oil stoves and owheax‘ed heating plants,
the reporting officer failed in most cases to explain n{hethe_r or not
they were the domestic oil burners. In view of this omission, |
only mention the domestic burner when it was so reported.

Lightning. The loss from lightning, especially on farm barns,
was exceedingly heavy. These barns were not rodded.
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Defective Flues. The loss from defective flues was $630,00

Sparks from Flues. The great number of sparks from flues o
shingle roofs should convince the most skeptical the necessity of
eliminating wooden shingles, especially on dwellings.

Electric Wiring. All wiring should be done by a competen
electrician in accordance with the National Electrical Code, then
use the fuse intended to be used.

A COMPARISON OF FIRE LOSSES BY MONTHS FOR

1924 AND 1925
—1924— —~1925—
? No. No.
Fires Loss Fires Loss

JEEORRE R, .. ot dlie et g i o 790 $1,150,160 975 $1,.227 309
TR TR T 600 958126 732 120033
BT LT o e B A e R e M S Tt 584 523,387 772 711,088
AP s R e R 570 801,340 608 802,738
1 2 pr A A SRyt R 423 831,862 462 569,000
0 M SR S P 0 208 325,646 261 527,78
TR i b b L A 250 326316 330 6851
) B e e el AP e e 233 489,891 278 590,380
DEDIEADEE. o\ v vncaismois sosmninsan 260 390,258 231 569,608
(073 T G | S e S 343 401,292 315 427,48
Nowvember: ..o ciici i i, 455 738973 487 905,002
PREembEr- ©iviiensushin iy 719 992,399 667 1,479,201

S| P Rt S ey o I 5435  §7,929,650 6,118  $9724 482
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A COMPARISON OF THE LOSSES IN NINETEEN LARGEST

CITIES IN IOWA IN 1924 AND 1925
—1924— —1925—
No. No.

Fires Loss Fires Loss
BOODG ' ye s oms sl T 9§ s
Burlington s vaseas ey kg 50 49,810 50 54,251
Cedar Rapids ...........c000nu0es 164 88934 211 406,111
S N R b . 113 31,407 151 64,838
Cottoil*Blufrs | 15 o b alille 205 149,000 312 1,012,864
Davenport L« vod sy s e devd vivs 250 304,640 212 175,561
Deg, Molnes o civs i onide 689 798 463 707 637,079
Dbt o e b 113 70,271 118 08,49
Bort. Madison | swrvdl ey concenaa 39 56,282 39 190,303
Fort: DodRe . cucinmissrossminaras 53 114,530 66 80,760
(e T 45 40,548 4 12,600
Keokuk: ot Bm S e e 103 113411 97 49,606
Marshallbown: .. uiii s vmtesses %0 58492 116 17,238
Mason Gty .......ovvevnnensnenss 62 62,681 74 59,650
MUSTARIDE v oo cnsns v we s st v d 63 43,567 79 357235
RISKRIOOUR iivs v vaaR o i e 30 34,633 20 27,826
CHEUINWE: ory e e e e e 111 75,830 148 291,984
e O R (SR e S T 436 143,710 508 164,948
L7 YT T A S T N . I 196 167,271 219 128,826
4 i1 e e T SR 2845  §2.438292 3212 $3558560

CAUSES OF THE GREATEST NUMBER OF FIRES

No. Fires Loss
Sparke Aran Biea . e v sad e TV L 201 £ BRS,606
LRSI bt i g b aers CaRi S i s s o SRS NIKEITG Lot s £ 52 1,079 4,010,836
Defective stoves, heating plants and pipes............... 465 432,846
Detertive, TIOns: Tvives i niae s o skl e b b Ay e s enan o al 399 630,282
AHOIIRE N, o vt mmipn B Syt Ea A U0 o eg e gt 50 361 1,179,145
Defective dlecttic WIFINE . cvouvcrirmsorsnnsstsnsassnesnas 199 411,181
Bonfires and rubbish ...... I s e P 197 65,790
L | i S L < AU s PR TS A Ur Al o AT 167 531,440
Smokers’ CATRICSSIIESS ... cvyb v« sswssoosnissnive i4pse s sain 164 111,162
Spontaneous cOMBUSHON .....ivrvrasersocsornaneanisonrs 146 313,385
Defective aUto WITIDE - e oveonrernsssssisoaarannsssssses 100 39,595
INCENAIBIY .ovevuiusossirsannsnisssnsansanssasssonsaesss % 168,591
Children playing with matches............oooooiiiiiiaaes 93 52,148
Datals. ol o dhies Shdriag Mgt syl 2ot e 5477  $8831,954




10 FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT
INSPECTIONS

During the year 1925, the Fire Marshal's Department made in-
spections in 80 different towns in the state. At least 959 of the
orders issued for corrections have been complied with. In addition
to the personal inspections, a great number of defects have been
remedied through correspondence.

The lowa State Fire Prevention Association, of which I am a
member, made the following inspections, which resulted as follows :

No,

Persons

Recom- Persons

Town Properties men- Correc- Ad-
Inspected Defective dations tions dressed

Des IMolows i bl b nmal s 1,897 1,695 8362 80% 450
ol P SR L T Y e 133 127 549 47 % 1,300
Marshalltown ........oc0iivnivs 278 269 4,407 56% 2468
Port' Madison <...c.viaiiia s 292 246 1,115 73% 3,255
Bt DOlER 5 t5 s cibas i be 385 335 1,412 49% 1418
ey L SR 957 758 3,068 79% 8977
Barkington - i v siniiii 482 428 2,279 61% 6,198
L T Rt v ARSI e S S 142 126 438 4% 1,404
SOWH FRIE orete s ot b sd bt s 123 116 622 67 % 780
T 4,689 4000 19252 $26,250

EDUCATIONAL WORK

This office has been sending out 30,000 large size fire prevention
posters each year, also supplying the schools with bulletins on
“Causes and Dangers of Fires.” In addition to the posters and
bulletins, we have sent out many thousand pieces of fire prevention
literature, furnished by the various fire prevention agencies. We
have also addressed schools, chambers of commerce, insurance peo-
ple, farm gatherings, fire departments, etc., on fire prevention.

We took an active part in the Iowa Firemen’s Association which
resulted in having the Towa State College at Ames, Towa, hold a
four day Short Course for firemen. Professor Rolland S. Wallis
should be congratulated on the program and success of the first
Short Course of its kind to be held in the state. Plans are also
being made for another Short Course which will be announced
later. 3

The Iowa Firemen’s Association is very much interested in this
course, as well as the 49th Annual Convention which will be held

STATE FIRE MARSHAL 1

at Manning, September 14 apd 15, 1926,
volunteer and paid departments should by
Firemen's Convention, as well as the Shor
the City Councils should aid in EVery way to have members of
the Fire Department attend these meetiugsi .

The firemen of both
all means attend the
hort Course, Members of

STATISTICAL WORK

This office is the only office or agen

securing and publishing certain data

of structures, causes of fire, etc,
I, IT and IIL

By state statute, fire chiefs are req

occur in their respective towns,

cy in the state concerned in
pertaining to fire losses, kind
For more information, see Tables

: uired to report all fires that
1 In incorporated towns where there
are no fire chiefs, the Mayor is required to report the fires, Out-
side of incorporate towns, the township clerks are required to report
fires. In addition to the fifty cents paid by this department, for
the report of each fire, township clerks are allowed ten cents per
mile each way for travel actually made from their residence to the
scene of the fire and return. If the information was obtained with-
out travel, kindly mention same on your claim,

Many of the fire chiefs in the smaller towns are not reporting
promptly and this delays this department in compiling statistical
information. :

I urge that reports be made promptly on blanks furnished by
this department. If you do not have these blanks, kindly drop
me a postal card for the number desired.

INVESTIGATIONS

During the year 1925, this office investigated 165 fires in 64
counties which resulted in sending 29 cases, involving 38 persons,
to the County Attorney for prosecution. In many of the cases
investigated, there was evidence tending to show that the fires were
set for the purpose of collecting heavy insurance, but in our opinion
the evidence was not sufficient to warrant a prosecution, and the
only cases sent to the County Attorney were those, that in our
opinion, should be presented to the grand jury for their action:

In 11 cases no indictments were returned.

In 4 cases no action yet taken by the grand jury.
In 12 cases no arrests were made, cases pending.
In 9 cases confessions were made,

In 1 case suspect committed suicide. .

In 1 case suspect sent to Insane Hospital.
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TARB NO. I—(Continued
TABLE NO. I g ( ) el
y Counties and Cities of 10,000 and Owver No, of ;Il’r( l;:;x
Showing the Total Number of Fires Reported by Counties. ~ Cities of Mt M. oo ® e
More Than 10,000 are set out separately. Damage 1o Buildings and Cop. e = R
: 842
tents is combined. 1'5' g e
Counties and Cities of 10,000 and Over Nﬂ-ﬁfﬂhﬁ ‘Ia- :: gﬁg
¥ 22 35 77,043
13 g 15 .09
: el 8.5
E 1w
15 T g5 4 75,290
| ] 1,0 15 sg;z_ﬁ
zg mﬂﬁ @ 195
7 21,24
5 o 1] 250,486
ﬁ 3% 19 20,448
} el L
8 e n 1012864
% b o % 3,451
Butler e ﬁ % @
Galhoyn & = 72
v b e M 175,561
% A o 5
&?:: Gordo—Mason  City..... ‘|°. ’g ;;zr gl&
Bal, Cerro Gordo Co. gL S pad 16 5 = 31,24
Cherokee oot l; g:; » %ﬁ
e > |
Clarke -.. - n [ :’2 762
e it 1% b 03
g o i g o
2 Van Buren ... 148 291,984
Hn Wapello—Ottumw: » 51420
3 Bal. Wapello . T 21547
2 i . 23 77,350
» e b 1R6
i 2 dn g ne
ines—. ington . »
Dg:l?{ﬂt‘:‘x :.:zsmsbv — 1 ﬁ » u,ﬁ}
Dickinson ... 15 i 2 1&9‘!
Db 1 ! b . 4 b %
Bal. Dubuque €o. woveeeooee BRI 15 = b .
Emmet y s 2 36,795
Fayette ——cuereseam-- g & _ _: o .
Sl s N pe 611 .M, 482
3 bk
5 e
] i35 TABLE NO. 11
15 wa . {
& m Showing the Kind of Property Destroyed: Damage to Building and Con
% ; Set Out Separately. Value of Buildings, $167,-
u fo tents Involved, Which Are Set Lo Sl
2 v 6453, Value of Contents, $121,095,367. No. of Fires & N ”“"nf S
1 010 ings, 4983, Also in Brick or Stone, 876. No. of Fires Outsi
i 2| =
" - do. Da Damage o
:‘."‘“:'“____ B 2 O F AR 3 & ?l?n‘:' Eu‘:‘l?;f: T :.‘M\lcnu:
eflerson Jowa, Cike. 5 g‘g B S —— 15 S50 11,558
Bal. Jobnson Co. —._.._.-w.o --oo- 2 06 Auto X 19 24,581 520
ones ; ] s LI T——— v 3300 sam
KEOKUK oo z » w0 Bakerics & nm'n; 13,110
Kossuth _..... = = v [ Banks 12 9,500 1395
Lee—Ft.  Madison| —oromoeom oo etk - 2 2,00 Bark=P, S i w v 0810
FROKUK - - o oo vamsnssmagiphns s W7 TR M a1l '“"'.r'm EENA R e 144 ; 6,350
Bal=Ley Co oo Batedteen B lb S - i e o R e o e 7 1,372 Ly
Linn—Cedar Rapids - 3 4 % i St e ok s ‘; 248 o
lﬂl:l.ill‘l Linn Co. Forrener ?‘ ] && and bunk ___________ sreseersrm————
Eutu ------ 5 LAt
on e
Jadim
1




M FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT

TABLE NO. 1I—(Continued)

No.of

Fues

Sereet ... t]
Chicken brooders and poultry bouses.....e... &
Churches ... 3
Cleaning and dyeing plants ...... )
Corn enbs and granaries .. - un

Creameries, and cream atal
Dunice hally cocvnees

Engine and boiler rooms...

Puctories, vlrinusn‘kim:‘ S ——

'dln'! stations and ol SOrARE v cecemerns

Foundries ...

Garages—Private
Public .

ST PR TTTRT: ¢ -

Hay, grais, straw

e O R S AR RS 4
Houses—Apartments, Hats, €0 oooooooocememes W
Hog #

Summer, wash and kitc
Laundries |
I‘::'h hally ot
h r yards

arble works
Mills—Flour and  feed ...
Hemp, planing, and
Office and office by
Packing plants and
Fool halls and bowlin
Post offices ..........

b kpd tebea

k
g alleys.

b
DRANIRE - camesonss cusemsenerarmesmdionmtny
Bhow mepale oL Sy

Tailor
S1ores=ClothIng «...ecresmresnmmsmnmmemrrsnemsaes
Conl

SERTEIL T S

T assensnsence

oods and general merchandise....
18 g e Sy oo e

Furniture and carpet .......oeeesamermee

EEEbakE

§

Elﬁﬁiiiﬁiﬁiugﬁﬁiﬁaiiiﬁiﬁ5§§Eiiiii.s§§§=§§

i\ﬁi\!Eiiﬁiﬁiiu%isﬁﬁiisiiiﬁsﬁssiisisEsiafcisﬁian.iﬁﬁiﬁiﬁlﬂiﬁiﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁiﬁfﬁfﬁ.if
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TABLE NO. 111

Containing a Summary of the Origin of the Various Fires Reported, the

?mb;;zs of Each, and the Damage to the Buildings and Contents, jor the
ear .

Acetylene explosion ... . et Tom
AJOIRE  neriarsnnrnsien =t : ]
Ashes o coals agaltiat wood.. . - I
Automobile backfire ....... 2 iy
Blow and oil torches ... A e
Benfires, rubbish and grass 4 e
er lamps and stoves . 4 sumgu
Candle and lamp carelessness s -+ 23,55
dren playing with matches 5
Cleaning clothes 4t home with gascli 2
Clothing and bedding too near stovepi - wm'mm
Courtaing blowing into flame ... _ 4
Delective auto wi o b
Delective electric appliances ... .ooeern '?I' m
dlectric wires . = 411,181
De J;; 630 282
ive and 223684
Defective il barners (d ic) l;l’
Defective ol and gasoline stoves ... 15 e
Defective pipes to stoves - b
Electric irons with eurrent left OR.-........oooooorroooorr 4 '::;".i
e p——— s o
11 12,991
&6 23,226
= o
ghtning, :m 101 une s Iﬂj 518,574
Khining ing | A6
Match i in”on i i l: 47
irks from engines and 1 iv - e
:rh ok R N AR R D 2.0]1 ﬁ'lw
parks from stoves and firepl % l\.ﬁ
Combustion: coal, coke and dust........ 13 2712
Hay and straw..... £l 180,661
m%ﬂ:‘lmlﬂ";“ ..... ,; 7.3
mt.\hn-n“ -, 1009 4,
e e B ke i S B " nLwe
by e [ 80 97N, 482




