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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

To His Excellency, John Hammill, Governor of lowa.
Sir: I herewith submit the annual report of the Department of
Agriculture for the biennial period ending June 30, 1926.

Respectfully yours,
M. G. TuorNBURG,

Neeretary of Agriculture.
October 7, 1926,

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

FOR THE PERIOD ENDING JUNE 30, 192

The purpose of the consolidation of the Department of Agricul-
ture by the 40th General Assembly was to increase the service for
the people of Iowa at the lowest possible cost. In addition agri-
culture was given representation on the Executive Council in order
that their interests would be fully considered in the management
of state affairs.

These two purposes have been the goal of the department since
its organization, The year ending on June 30, 1926, resulted in
the largest amount of work accomplished of any year since the
departments were consolidated. Fifty-two of the counties of the
state are either actively engaged in the eradication of bovine tuber-
culosis or have completed the work. This work is under the
supervision of the Animal Industry Division and sets a record for
work accomplished not only in Iowa but the United States as well.

The inspectors of the Dairy and Food Division made 169,483
inspections during the past year at a cost of 82 1/3¢ per inspection
as compared to 97,257 inspections at a net cost of $1.841% per in-
spection before the departments were consolidated. In other words

‘the total cost per inspection work has been more than cut in half

while the service to the publie has been doubled.

The administration of the lowa Farm Warehouse Law has added
greatly to the duties of the department during the past year. Last
vear a total of 2,249,289 bushels of corn, 27,895 bushels of oats,
100 bushels of wheat, and 10,000 bushels of timothy were ware-
housed. This is practically ten times the amount of eorn which
was warehoused in previous seasons.

Other lines of work in the department have presented unusual
demands for service during the past year. These different points
will be more fully discussed later in the report.

The fact that agriculture was represented on the Executive
Couneil has helped to secure full eonsideration of agriculture's
problems in the conduct of the state’s business. Our department,
with ‘the co-operation of farm organizations, was responsible for a
thorough study which resulted in the equalization of land values
for taxation purposes so that farmers of the state will be saved
Mamrﬂebhnbmm&edhymmmim
$1,500,000 to mm !
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In a general review of agriculture in lowa during resent years,
two interesting eonditions are outstanding. Live stock was pro-
duced in smaller quantities and crops were more abundant in 1925

than in 1924, While this was true, the total returns proved greater
for live stock and less for erops, although both corn and oats set
new records for production.

These two conditions were largely responsible for two different
views in regard to Towa’s agricultural situation. In the fall of
1925 there were those who pointed to Towa's enormouns corn and
oat erops and interpreted them as meaning prosperity in terms of
hogs and other live stock products. On the other hand, there were
those who knew that the shortage of hogs and some other elasses
of live stock was caused largely by the shortage of corn from the
previous year and interpreted the price of live stoek in terms of
marketing the short erops of 1924,

Both views were probably partly eorrect, Men who had a
normal erop of hogs to finish out on the cheap corn raised in 1925
were not in bad shape. The returns from feeding cattle, milking
cows or raising poultry showed up in a satisfactory manner uas
compared to former years. If the farmer had been buying things
on a basis of prewar prices he would have been prosperous in spite
of the low prices of corn and oats. However, the commodities that
the farmer had to buy, the cost of Jabor, the cost of freight, all
made it impossible for him to exchange his products on a basis of
equality with many other lines of business. In addition, farmers,
like many other people, were trying to pay off debts contracted
when dollars had little value, As a result many were unable to
meet their obligations.

A final review of Towa's crop production for 1925 showed an
estimated value of $518,953,000 as compared to a value of $571,
626,000 in 1924 or a decrease of $67,673,000. These values were
based on the December 1st farm price. Lower prices on corn and
oats account for a large portion of this difference. The hay crop
was light and the total value was less than in 1924 even though
the price per ton was greater. The 1925 potato crop Was only
aboucon&hnllahrgeasinlﬂzlbutwuwoﬂhcmrml
mueh money. Only barley, potatocs, clover seed, sweet corn and
pop «orn had a greater total value in 1925 than in 1924.

Areﬁewulthelhmmw.dﬁamtmh

Thmmonlylﬂ,ﬂ’l&?&bhopmrlmdinmﬂumpnﬂh

18,869,792 in 1924 but they were worth approximately $11.18 per
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hundred in 1925 as ecompared to $7.56 in 1924. This caused hogs
to bring approximately $65,000,000 more in 1925 than the previous
year. There were 2,026,880 cattle sold and 487,334 purchased in
the leading live stock markets in 1925. In 1924 the sales were
2149,451 and the purchases 570,050. The average price in 1925
was $8.52 per hundred as compared to $7.43 in 1924, This would
make the fewer beef cattle return slightly more money in 1925

Sheep showed slightly lighter receipts and with little ehange;
in price the total returns were eorrespondingly less. Dairy pro-
duetion returned slightly more money in 1925 than in 1924 and the
same was true of poultry products,

The balance sheet for the two years shows a slight advantage
in favor of 1925 on aceount of the better live stock prices. Many
people feel that this has been due to the smaller prodnetiol; caused
by the light crops of 1924 and fear that the large erops of 1925
.will encourage over-production, especially with hogs, so that the
improvement in prices will not be permanent.

THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

Unfavorable financial conditions in Iowa are not the result of
nnfavorable conditions of any single year, but are the result of
dep]el:_ad returns from agricultural produects for several years.
An interesting report by the National Burean of Economic Re-
search discloses what happened to the buying and paying power
of the farmers’ income in 1919, 1920 and 1921. This organization
which s located in New York City, 16 sponsored and financed by &
large group of people who are looking for facts. In a recent report
m tha “‘Inecome in the Various States'’ they give many of the essen-
tials in mgar& to the sources and distribution of income for the
mrn_mhoned above.
TI::aljeport shows that in 1919 the farmers of the state had a
net income above expenses of $454,210,000. In two years this had
éropped.mm,mﬁoo—-cdm of 92%. This means that the
mm 1921 had only 8% of the money he formerly had to pay
“dw and buy the things that make for a higher stand-
Many people have wondered why the farmer stopped buyi
1921, one renmstances would ki
*“:nym.eluhdn‘dmﬂnei hnvtd’n
Is:';]m inventory values are considered, the shrink of farm income
greater. Farm business showed a loss of $203,152,000 in
1921 when the inventory value of crops, live stock and machinery
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was included. If the loss in farm land values had been included,
the figure would be still greater.

The incomes from all sources in lowa showed some decresse
during this period. In 1919 the total income of the state wag
$1,818,461,000 as compared to $1,058327,000 two years later—g
decrease of 42%.

Net incomes from private business that were non-agrieultursl
also showed some decrease. In 1919 the returns from this elas
were $177,202,000 as compared to $125,165,000 two years later—g
decrease of 30%.

Wages and salaries were the only sources of inecome that held
up during this period. In 1919 the income from wages and saliries
was $592,756,000 as compared to $619,601,000 two years later—an
increase of 5%.

The returns from private business which are non-agricultural
represents a type of income that is most comparable with farm in.
comes. During this period from 1919 to 1921 such business re
ceived a decrease of 309% as compared to a decrease of 92% in
farm ineome, In other words other lines of private business re
tained 709% of their 1919 income, while farmers retained 8% to
use in buying the necessities of life.

We are all familiar with the fact that conditions have improved
somewhat since 1921. However, they have not improved to the
extent that many people would have you believe. The Agricultural
Economies Division of the Iowa State College have compiled fig-
ures showing the relative purchasing power of farm products
Their figures give us an idea of the situation for the years from
1920 to the present,

The results of their findings show that the purchasing power of
farm products in 1920 was 77 per eent of the prewar normal. In
1921 it dropped still further to 61 per cent. In 1922 it increased
slightly to 63 per cent, rising slightly until in 1924 there was &
drop in nonagricultural prices which taken together with some
improvement in agricultural prices raised the purchasing power a!
agricultural products to 75%. The short crop of 1924 cansed agri-
cultural prices to rise so that the purchasing power reached 87
per cent of the pre-war normal during the summer of 1925. How-
ever, the bumper crops again depressed prices so that the average
purchasing power of agricultural products was reduced to 83 per
cent of the prewar at the end of the year.
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on income for the years 1919, 1920, and 1821, it is important to
differentiate between the per cent of the purchasing power of the
agricultural products and net income. The net income in 1921 was
practically pothing when the purchasing power of agricultural

uets was 61 per cent. The recent figures show some improve-
ment over 1921, but at present the greater percentage of the income
is used to pay fixed charges for rent and interest om borrowed
capital.

Jowa has produced abundantly during the past few years, but
the unequal exchange value of agricultural products as compared
to the commodities the farmers need has made farming a losing
game, R. K. Bliss of the Extension Service of the Iowa State
College has reeently compiled figures which show what this loss
has meant to lowa.

His figures show that if Iowa products had been selling on the
same basis as non-agricultural produets the crop returns would
have been $1,026,000,000 more than the total received in the last
six years. This loss would have built a $75,000 school in every
township, paved 18,000 miles of primary and county roads, as well
as grading and graveling all township roads. This unequal ex-
change value has meant a loss of ovgr $5.00 per acre each year in
farm returns.

Many other facts of this kind show that the only people who
benefit from a surplus are those who handle the crop, other than
farmers. Bumper crops mean added freight to haul, added com-
missions for grain and live stock commission men, but they do not
necessarily mean added buying power for the producers.

Greater stabilization of production would be a great help to
agrienlture. However, the 1925 corn crop was practically 50%
greater than the 1924 erop, with only a little increase in acreage.
More favorable weather was the reason. We ecan expect to make
some progress on the question of stabilization, but with agriculture
it eannot be regulated as it can by other industries.

The individual efforts of farmers to produce more efficiently will
no doubt help many. Co-operation will help in lowering the cost
of marketing farm produects. The use of corn products and the
opening up of other outlets for agricultural products will all be
of benefit, but present little immediate hope for relief.

Some method must be devised so that the exchange value of agri-
caltural. products may be equalized with other products. There
are geveral bills before Congress at the present time. Most of
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them endeavor to provide for some means of exporting the surplug
agrieultural produets. The common argument against them is that
they are unworkable. It would seem to be a good time to centraligs
on some one bill and give it a fair trial.

TIowa has held many interesting meetings recently to dis.
euss the surplus problem. The different farm organizations
lead the way by demanding export legislation. An “‘All Iowg"
conference was held on the invitation of the bankers of the state
This resulted in the appointment of a committee of 50, headed by
Governor Hammill who ealled the **Mid-West Conference.”” Ay
this meeting the entire corn-belt united in their demands for help.
ful legislation.

I firmly believe that agricultural conditions will continue to im.
prove. Economic conditions will force many people from the farms,
This alone will tend to curtail produetion after a time. The last
state census shows that during the last five years of agrieultural
depression farm population has decreased ten times as rapidly as
during the previous five years of agricultural prosperity.

Such a method of curing our agricultural ills does not seem 1o
me to be good business for anyone who is interested in this seetion
of the country, nor is it a sound national agricultural policy. Our
surplus of agricultural products is a safeguard to the welfare of
the country as a whole. The production of surplus food should he
encouraged by the non-agricultural population as a matter of na-
tional poliey instead of being penalized by our present marketing
system, i .

IOWA WAREHOUSE LAW

The large corn crop has made the Towa Farm Warehouse Law
of great importance. For the calendar year 1925 a total of
2,600,000 bushels of corn was warehoused, and a heavy volume of
warehouse certificates was coming in day by day at the beginning
of 1926,

The warehouse certificate has been of great importance in help-
ing to finanee and orderly market Towa's biggest corn erop. It
has been of more service in some communities than others. This
has been partly due to the stringent financial conditions in some
communities,

There are now 109 warehouse boards with 214 sealers in 79
counties, When the law first went into effect, it was a common
practice to appoint a board for each community. Later, many
of the hoards were made county-wide, Sealers are appointed as
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peeded so that they can serve each community with as small a
cost as possible.

Two eredit corporations were formed in lowa in 1925 as
emergency measures to assist in financing the 1925 corn erop.
They have probably financed the major portion of the ocer-
tificates, altho local banks and other credit corporations have also
financed a large number of certificates.

One of the big needs to make the warehouse law a continued
suceess is some permanent system of financing the certificates at
a low interest rate. It is also recommended that some plan be
worked out by which the sealing and inspection expense may be
reduced.

THE DAIRY AND FOOD DIVISION

Cleaning up the sale of hamburger which contained harmful
drugs as preservatives is a typieal example of the value of the
inspection work condueted by the Dairy and Food division of this
department. One of our inspectors found a butcher using a pre-
servative in hamburger. His report to the state office resulted in
a request to other inspectors for a thorough test of hamburger and
in a little while the whole state had been covered in an adequate
manner, Forty per cent of the samples sent to the state chemist
showed that sulphate had been added as a preservative. Thirty-
one prosecutions were filed with the result that hamburger is
again on the list of unharmful foods.

The team work of the department under the present plan of
inspection makes it possible to work out problems of this kind,
ghickly and thoroughly. Each of the inspectors has a certain dis-
triet to cover. Ile lives in that territory and consequently gets
to know the men with whom he must deal. If anything is at fault
on any territory, the individual inspector is held responsible.
Adequate supervision has made it possible to build up a high class
foree which has resulted in thorough work.

Inspecting and analyzing seeds is another example of co-opera-
tion between the men in the field and the central office. Special
seed analysts are employed in the spring under the direction of
the state chemist. The inspectors collect samples of seed from all
parts of Iowa and send them in for analyses. If the samples are
not properly labeled the seller must comply before the seeds are
released for sale. If the sample does not check with the reported
analysis, the label must be changed. Where noxious weeds are
found, the seed is condemned and must be returned to the seller
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for recleaning. In 1925, over 1,100 samples of seeds were analyzed
and the results published. In addition to the value of the checking
at the time of sale, the record of the analyses gives seed buyers an
opportunity to study the reliability of the different seed men.
The inspection of food is one of the important duties of the de
partment. Foods must be examined to determine whether they are

~ pure and wholesome, whether the labels comply with the law and to

ascertain whether the enstomer gets full value. The dezpartment
protects both the public and the honest dealers against adultera-
tions and illegal produets.

The same holds true of stock feeds and mineral mixtures for
live stock. Checks must be-made of the produets to see that they
are as represented. Insecticides and fungicides must be checked
to see that they are full strength. Paints, linseed oil and such
produets must be checked to prevent adulterations.

The testing of kerosene for illumination takes up considerable
time of our inspectors. The law requires that all oil flashing un-
der 100° F. cannot be sold for illuminating purposes, nor can adul-
terations be made.

If kerosene is handled by the dealers in accordance with the law,
there is little danger of accidents where it is used properly by the
consumer but if handled in a careless way by the dealers, it is
apt to be unsafe for illumination.

All aceidents occurring through explosions are investigated by
our inspeetors to determine whether there has been a violation of
the law in selling or Handling the oil.

The department recommends that as much publicity as possihle
be given on the proper use of kerosene by the consumer.

Two inspectors are kept busy testing heavy scales under the
weight and measure law, which requires that all scales used for
publie purposes shall be tested once a year. It would be impossible,
howover, for only two men to handle this work without the assist-
ance of the other inspectors.

The dairy industry has received a large amount of service from
our inspectors during the past year. All of the inspeetors must
have received training in dairy work before being appointed. They
go into the creameries with the idea of helping the buttermakers
and the patrons of a creamery to make a -better product, The Iowa
State Brand creameries are now planning on extending their work
s0 as to more completely standardize their produet and to market
it co-operatively. The prevention of surplus dairy products lies in
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added*attention to quality. Analyzation of butter by the depart-
ment helps in the production of a more uniform product and one
that always complies with the law.

The Dairy and Food division has twenty-onme laws to enforce.
In foods this division inspects all lines—wholesale houses, retail
establishments, restaurants and hotels. Besides, the inspections
which bave been described previously in the report, mattresses,
insecticides, paints and many other miscellaneous products come
pnder their supervision. The record for economy of operation
which has been made by our inspection force is largely due to the
fact that the different lines of inspection work have been com-
pimed. This makes it possible for a man to be located in one terri-
tory and take care of many duties without duplication of territory,

WEATHER AND CROP DIVISION

The Weather and Crop Division has been of unusual service
to the farmers of the state during the biennium. Statistics on
agricultural problems have been quoted by many people. This
division has been responsible for checking many wild statements,
as well as giving out information of much value. The figures pre-
sented in the beginning of this report are the result of work by
this division of the department. In 1925, the work of the de-
partment was somewhat handicapped, as the Census figures con-
flieted with the usual work of ecollecting figures from the assessors.
No doubt some system could be worked out in the future so that the
work of taking the census could be put under the direction of this
division. If this was done, it would greatly facilitate the work
of the department and cheapen the cost of taking the census.

The report of this division on weather conditions is of unes-
timable value to the people of the state. This department co-oper-
ates with the United States Weather Bureau and as it is one of the
oldest divisions of agricultural work, it is so well known that fur-
ther elaboration is unnecessary.

ANIMAL INDUSTRY DIVISION

The biggest project that comes under the Animal Industry Di-
vision of the Towa Department of Agriculture is bovine tubereu-
losis eradication. This project started in Towa in 1917, when the
U. 8. Burean of Animal Industry assigned three veterinarians to
Towa to conduct an educational eampaign on the dangers of bovine
tuberculosis and to establish tuberculosis free aceredited herds.
Before this, there had been more or less testing by owners of cattle
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who believed that tubercular animals were unprofitable from the
standpoint of produetion and who tested their herds at varioys
intervals to eliminate danger of spreading the disease to other anj.
mals ; also to make milk safe for human consumption.

The demands from the cattle owners for this work became g
numerous that the legislature in 1919 made the first state appre.
priation of $100,000 to be used in co-operation with the U. 8. Bu.
reau for the eradieation of tuberculosis and the control of other
contagious and infectious live stock diseases. This money became
available July 1, 1919,

A campaign was inaugurated and a force of six tuberculosis in-
spectors were put to work—three by the state and three by the
Federal government. Our agreement at that time with the U. §
Department was on a fifty-fifty basis, both as to the number of
inspectors and the indemnity paid. This agreement has never been
changed, but sinee a large per cent of the funds in Iowa are now
raised by county tax, the state is at the present time financing the
work on approximately a four to one basis.

By June, 1920, the results of the initial campaign showed 49
herds fully aceredited, 177 herds passed one clean test, and 1,550
herds under supervision. Due to the increased demand for this
work, the money appropriated was insufficient to meet the demands.

The next (General Assembly, the 39th, increased the appropria-
tion $150,000, making a total of $250,000 to be used annually,
Additional inspeetors were put to work by both the Federal De-
partment and the state.

The work was extended so that on January 1, 1923, 1,302 herds,
representing 35,149 cattle bad been fully aceredited; 3,882 herds
representing 77,107 cattle had passed one clean test, and 3,537 herd
owners had signed the co-operative agreement and were on the
waiting list.

The stale oMolals at this tiwe were conflivuted with a demand
not only from the owners that their cattle be tested but from the
health officials of cities and towns, asking that the dairy cows,
supplying milk and dairy products used for human consumption
be tubereulin tested.

Due to these landable requests, the 40th General Assembly in
1923 was confronted with a demand for an inereased appropriation
for tuberculosis eradication. The results of the accredited herd
work showed that the percentage of reactors in the different coun-
ties varied to such an extent that a general state appropriation was
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i conceded to be an unfair distribution of taxes, for the reason that T. B. ERADICATION ALLOTMENTS AND LEVIES
the taxpayers in a county bearing a small per cent of infection = ————————
would be compelled to pay indemnity for counties where the in- = i o DS
fection was greater. e Lo
Also, while the accredited herd testing was eradicating tuber- PR B erey S [ ey P b s
culosis, it was not cleaning up an area that could be recognized 1= |
as a clean territory. Individual herd owners were receiving the : S, e G rapes [ gy RN
benefit of the taxes rather than the general publie. Avpaco e ssomoti seproron [~ - & -1 A
After studying the question for some time, the legislature adopt- sisck H TEEGHTRTA) 3amas usme...
ed the eounty area plan of tuberculosis eradieation. ; 450,00 1,891 80070 52,188.00 6,58.33
The county area law provides that when fifty-one per cent of the NN Y= 11.:.'313]
owners of breeding cattle in a county petition the board of super- i T R
visors to make application to the department of agriculture for 55 24,000, 00 gon.ou s;:g:r.r
the eradication of bovine tuberculosis, the county is enrolled on the 9,975.85( 18,500.00
county area plan. il m:;
If seventy-five per eent of the owners of breeding cattle in the Yieo.w| 10.138.00
county sign the tuberculosis petition, a hearing is held in the et M S B
county, at which time, if no objections are filed which affect the ﬁ%“.‘a‘:ﬁ v
status of the petition, the county is placed on the accredited area B s T o e e
plan of testing, which means that all owners of breeding ecattle LN monne TamE e
must have their cattle tested. T I s [t IOl
Under either plan, each county must make a levy for the work, i R
which cannot exceed three mills and the state allocates its appro- LS, R e
priation to the counties so enrolled on a per capita basis of breed- - B B
ing cattle. The following table shows the state allotments and S84 %0.508.5
county levies for the years 1924, 1925 and 1926. s 2,
5,230, r28. o
STT8.40  6,0.00
Total......e e B ””.?IP “ ﬂ.ﬂ" I-.mi‘ m.u.s!l 50,000.001§ 512,10 08
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1023-1924 | 1924-1925 | 1095-108¢
Expenditures:
o P e RN 249,080.84 18250, 000, 60
R e 53,173, M5, 2.0 | 311 M85
Federal _ . 5. T25,122.04) *26i,900.94
C oy et v e e 2 /508,458 820,208,308 06, O18,29
Total eattle tested 3l ,q‘ 1,000,154 1,1
Total 15, 27,815 2, 56
Total mmount paid fur ey = 8 424 $ 512,790.13 606,53
Total paid for sal und l$ 130, oulmmﬂlg 1

*Extimated nlprndlr.um s thgn: were uneompleted claime for reactors, saloties and
expenges outstamding on June 30th

This table shows the finanees that are being utilized for the
eradication of hovine tuberculosis. It will be noted that the coun-
ties which started the work during the first year have now com-
pleted the work so that no additional levies are necessary. Federal
funds are received that match the amount of state funds that are
used to pay indemnities. In addition the federal government fur-
nishes the tubercnlin, some of the inspectors and helps in the
supervision of the work.

The average cost of testing cattle, ineluding indemnities, salaries
and expenses has been approximately 821%4¢ per head when figured
on the basis of all tests. Approximately one-fourth of the eattle
have been tested one or more times. Making allowanees for this it
would mean that the total cost of completing the test has been
approximately $1.15 per head. This is a very small cost per head
as compared to other states that have a larger percentage of tuber-
culosis, The average percentage of reactors have varied from .29
to 2.3% for the different years.

An aceredited veterinarian appointed by the Secretary of Agri-
culture is placed in charge of each eounty enrolled. Loeal, practic-
ing veterinarians are appointed on the inspector’s recommendation
to assist with the work but it is the duty of the inspector in charge
to arrange the itinerary of the local men and to have full super-
vigion over them,

In many counties, the inspector in charge has found a tuber-
culosis committee of particular help in the organization of the
work. This committee is comprised of persons representing the live
stock breeders, board of supervisors and other groups in the county
who are interested in the eradieation of bovine tuberculosis. We
believe that everyone is interested in this work and it should not
necessarily be the projeet of any one organization or group of
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garmers. While this committee does not have actual authority,
their advice is particularly good in deciding the correct appraisals
of cattle and itineraries for the veterinarians.

The tuberculosis law has been upheld twice in Towa by the Su-
preme Court, which has helped materially in the work and the
department does not anticipate further trouble from litigation.
Briefly speaking, the Supreme Court has held that the statute, so
far as it applies to the county area plan is constitutional and the
acts of individuals and their statements as to the law are imma-
terial and can in mo wise invalidate the petitions or acts of the
officers therennder.

Of the 99 counties in Iowa 52 have enrolled under the county
area plan. To date, 21 counties have been declared ‘‘modified ac-
eredited areas™ by the Bureau of Animal Industry of the U. 8.
Department of Agriculture, having less than one-half of t'ml: per
cent of bovine tnberculosis infection remaining and are receiving
the henefits therefrom. We expeet four more counties will be added
to the list in a very short time. I believe I am safe in saying
that by the way the work is going at the present time, it will only
be a matter of five to seven yvears before Iowa has practically elim-
inated bovine tuberculesis.

Our biggest problem from now on will be the maintenance of
slean counties. The legislature has not adopted any definite plan
with regard to these counties, but some action should be ‘taki?n
by them during the ecoming session of the legislature to mmr_;t.a.am
the clean areas. In the meantime, the department is supervising
the retesting of infected herds and checking up the importation of
breeding catile in modified counties through the assistance of the
assistant state veterinarians and local health officers.

MISCELLANEOUS WORK

Miscellaneous work of the department takes a large amount of
time. As a member of the exeentive couneil, the secretary must
give much attention to problems of that body. As an example,
we might refer to the equalization of values for taxation pur-
poses. Prior to the work on equalization, in 1925, our department
prepared a complete set of figures on land and erop values for
the nse of the executive couneil. This data ineluded actual
fignres on land sales in all but two counties of the state for the
vears of 1915, 1920 and 1925. The acreage value of erops were
fignred for each county. From these two sets of figures, we
were able to get at the actual difference in land and produetion
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values of the different counties. Figures were also collected gp
assessed and sale value of land as compared to city properties
Estimates were worked out on the net returns per acre, the cost
of producing staple crops and many other miscellaneous matters
whieh threw a light upon the ability to pay taxes. As a result of
these studies, the executive eouncil readjusted valuations so that
farms are paying about $1,700,000 less state taxes than during
the previous year.

The state aid for poultry shows, farmers’ institutes and short
courses is paid under approval of this department. These different
institutions are doing a large amount of good. The stallion regis.
tration division, while not as large as during the period of greater
prosperity in the horse business, still takes a large amount of time,
A large portion of the time of the assistant secretary is put on
these miscellaneous projects.

During the biennium the different associations which are re-
ceiving state aid made a ereditable showing. These diTerent asso-
ciations work under boards of which I am a member. Their ex-
penses are properly andited. A more complete account of the work
of each of these associations will be found in the year book. Dairy
and beef cattle, corn and small grain and horticulture receives
such aid. Poultry receives aid in a different way. There has
been considerable demand from the horsemen of the state for
equal recognition. It would seem that their demands are just and
we hope that the legislature may see fit to grant their request.

The entire work of the department has been unusually effective
during the period. The splendid support which the department
has received from people in all parts of the state has made this
good recqrd possible; 1 trust that we may continue to have the
same type of support in the future so we ean continue to make a
favorable report both from a standpoint of economy of operation
and effective work aceomplished.

The income and expenditures for the year 1925 are as follows:

Recmiprs
Dairy and Food Division....co.oviiiiniiine. o0 821049117
Animal Industry Division...........vniieninneienn. 392660
Stallion Registration Division.....c....cocvininaens 347100
wm“ I" shsssssssan et R i annana Hrma s m

Total receipts (deposited. with state treasurer)....$220,38557
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EXPEXMITURES

Secretary of Agriculture and office foree.......... .. § 10,684.88
Apimal Health DIVIRIOD. .. ovunnnninecaansaziassay 11,275.56
Dairy and Food Division. ..............oooiii...., 37,046.90
Inspectors, Dairy and Food Division. ................ 102,475.09
Weather and Crop Division. .........ocoiiiiiiinnnsn 8,140.76
Supplies furnished by Executive Couneil............ 7.670.78
Supplies furnished by Printing Board............... 14,927.76

Total expenditures (covered by appropriation)..... $192.221.73

1t will be noted that our reeeipts from licenses, inspections, fees,
ete,, exceeded our expenditures by $28163.74. In addition to
the above expenditures there is a fund of $250,000 which is spent
in eradicating hovine tuberculosis. Appropriations for different
sgricultural organizations are also made which are paid under the
direction of this department.

Complete financial data on bovine tuberculosis eradication will
be found on pages 15 and 16.




