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THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT STATE FIRE MARSHAL

For the vear 1929, 5,510 fires were reported to this office, total-
ling a loss of $8,223,967. The property involved in these fires
sas valued at $55,114,181.
“n';llere is a deerease of 42 fires as well as a decrease of loss of
$1.927.044 over the year 1922, (There were hundreds of small
incipient fires with no loss of any consequence that were not
reported.) . y :

i":"hm'e were 352 adjoining fires (which are included in the
5.510) totalling a loss of $642107. These 352 ﬁrv-. canght from
rooms, buildings or place where the first fire orlgm_ated.

Ineluded in the total loss there were 565 ﬁres_wlth a l:.)ss of
$526.871 that carried no insurance. In 1309 fires mclndf:d in the
total loss there was a loss of $1,950.514 above the insurance
carried. -

The per capita fire loss in the state of Towa during 1923 was
#8.42 plus which is a decrease of 79 cents plus over 1922, The
per capita loss in the United States was $4.75. Iowa therefore
should be eongratulated on this enormous decreai::e. The per
eapita loss in England is 72 cents. Some other foreign countries
are as low as 11 eents per capita. ;

This reduetion in fire waste might be attributed to the
strengthening of the fire departments all over the state, 'ﬂre
prevention activities, educational work, vigorous prosecutions
and inspeetions, i f

During the year 1923, nine fires oceurred in each of which the
loss exceeded $50,000, as follows:

. 3 LI s sinanss oy e are v v o NP IEN, § 120,400
:::. 11 Fort Dodge (NOAr) ........c.v-nen saa.oog
April L THRYIIREDONE o viaa w e s s s v e ::’::o
April 16  Bloux CRY svvemaevimsansrnnovme “.wu
May 18 Dos MOINeR. .ieuevsniasssaaefmes 2“.000
Aug, i G T T S s S e e e 5
Oet. 13 Medlapolls ........civecnincaanan 58,800
Oet, 20 Rookwell Oty ... veiveanirnvas 102,000
Dec. LA ;T IR R b s 190,000

L R S AN $1,129,450

1922 was the heaviest fire loss Towa has ever had so far as
any of the records show. It is also conceded that at least three-
fourths of all these fires were from carelessness and could have

been prevented. A careful reading of the causes set out in the
table in the back of this book will substantiate this statement.
SPECIAL MENTION 1
Sparks From Flue: During 1923 there were 1,747 fires cansed
from sparks from flues falling on roofs, totalling a loss of
$750,254, and all these roofs were of wooden shingles so far as
we have been able to learn.

I want to quote a part of an address by T. F. Baker, then
Deputy State Fire Marshal, Austin, Texas, before the Fire Mar-
shal’s Association of North America at Nashville, Tennessee, in
November, 1916. In opening his address he read an allegory by
Robert T. Gebler which was published in the News Bulletin
issued by the State Fire Marshal of Michigan, as follows -

“I am the WOODEN SHINGLE
Ruin-Death and Tears upon my foot-steps wait,
He who puts me on his home for protection, 1 betray,
1 have a soul of FIRE. I glory in ruin,
Each straggling spark sets me upon some fresh hatched lust.
“When I am new I am attractive, but treachery lingers in
my beauty. My greatest admirers I turn to scorn, ¢
Those who boost me most T crumple with ridicule,
And those who use me to shelter loved omes 1 tear at their
throats with fingers of fire.
“Blackened ruins sing my symphony—for at best I am but a
fickle friend. I am a thief in the night. I hate beauty.
I am an enemy of all things useful. Security irritatan
me and I crush those most who fear me least,
“l am the WOODEN SHINGLE
For a brief spell I am fair to look upon,
But scorching suns soon rot out my vitality. I split and
splinter and soften like the weakling that I am,
Winter freezes tear at my vitals. T am a mark for drenching
rains.
I tear at my moorings a discontent. T warp with flendish
glee. ’
I let in the rains—and the weather and ALWAYS I crave for
. sparks. I thrive on flying brands, T eurl—I erack_1
splinter and decay.
I am worn out before my usefulness begins—a decrepit in my
youth—a coward—a sneak—one of nature's misfits.
And mark yo—I shall steal as long as you trust me. I shall
betray you with fire as long as you depend upon me to
protect you.
1 shall rob ye of your homes—I shall come like a plague In
the night and murder and plinder and destroy,
I hate those that love me.

And ye—fools—ye trust me.
It is to laugh!
“I am the WOODEN SHINGLE."
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The wooden shingle has vindicated this description in no less
than fifteen (15) conflagrations during the past several years
beginning with Jacksonville, Florida, and including Yazoo,
Mississippi, Chisholm, Minnesota, Chelsea, Massachusetts, Fort
Worth, Texas, Wallace, Idaho, Bangor, Maine, Houston, Texas,
Hot Springs, Arkansas, Salem. Massachusetts, Paris, Texas
Augusta, Georgia, Nashville, Tennessee, Berkeley, California, and
Astoria, Oregon. In these conflagrations property to the value
of $80,000,000 was destroyed. Eye-witnesses as well as compe-
tent engineers in each case attributed to the wooden shingles
the cause of the fires attaining conflagration proportions.

In the Berkeley, California, fire last year there were 584
buildings totally destroyed, 540 of which were covered with
wooden shingles. During this fire the high wind carried burning
shingles as far as one-half mile, depositing them on wooden
roofs that quickly burst inte flames and soon communicated to
other buildings. The loss was about $10,000,000 in this fire.

Defective Flues During 1923 there were 360 fires from de-
fective flues causing a loss of $563,808 and still many persons
insist on running a stovepipe through walls, ceilings and roofs
without proper protection,

‘We havé in our office a copy of a proposed chimney ordinance
which if adopted and enforced would solve the question of pre-
vention of fires from defective chimneys. A copy of this will
be sent on request. ’

ELECTRIC WIRING

During 1923 there were 187 fires from defective wiring total-
ling a loss of $284,500. Very few people seem, to realize the
danger both to life and property from defective wiring.

In our inspection work we find many cases where the fuse
had blown, eaused by overloading, and found a wire, nail or
penny had been used as a fuse instead of putting in the regular
fuse intended to be used. Over-fusing entirely eliminates the
safety-valve and takes away all the protection afforded through
the regular size fuse for the load to be earried. The over-loading
and installation of electric wiring by unauthorized persons is
responsible for seventy per cent (T0%) of the losses.

Spontaneous Combustion, One of the great enemies to the
farmer. See Table No. 111 in back of this book. =
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Laghining, the Farmers' Worst Enem Y. In five years the farm
barn fires, caused by lightning, were 435, totalling a loss of
$LOTTI68.  None of thesé barns were rodded. During the same
period there were 33 farm barn fires caused by lightning, total-
ling a loss of 92,431, which were rodded. There is evidence in
several of these cases tending to show that the rods were either
defective or improperly installed. In some cases it is known
that the rods were damaged by stock rubbing against them. A
rod should be protected at least six feet above the ground.

Electrie experts claim a first class bolt of lightning is equal
to 50,000,000 kilowatts and lasts less than one-one-thousandths
of a second.

A lightning rod of good standard material, properly econ-
st:ructed, is almost a sure protection against damage by light-
ning.

Domestic Oil Burners. This subject is rapidly coming to the
front as one receiving attention from fre officials as well as in-
surance companies. A number of cities are passing ordinances
on the subject,

The Underwriters” Laboratories, composed of the highest effi-
cieney experts in the United States, has set ont a wrong way and
the best way to install an oil burner. This information may be
had free of charge by writing the National Board of Fire Under-
writers, 76 William Street, New York City.

The Laboratories claim the storage tank should be lower than
the burner and vented to the outside. 0il from this tank should
be pumped into an auxiliary tank large enough for the day's use.
This anxiliary tank should be piped back to the storage tank in
such a way that the auxiliary tank could not overflow. The
uuxﬂim:y tank should also be vented to the outside.

It you must install oil burners, expert knowledge should be
had as to the kind of oil to use, how to clean and adjust the
‘burner,

_Some insurance companies will not insure property using oil

Mh by Fire. In 1923 there were 79 deaths re ried as the
w result of fire, of which number 19 were “p;m and 39

In 21 cases fatal to life, gasoline or ccal oil was involved. In
7 cases persons were burned to death as the result of bonfire

B Y
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earelessness, and 11 children burned to death playing with
matches.

Twenty-two (22) persons lost their lives in burning buildings,
the origin of the fires being unknown.

Tables numbered I, IT and III in the back of this report will
give you detailed information showing the number of fires, loss
by eounties, kinds of structures, and causes of the various fires
reported.

Tables numbéred IV and V will give you the names of the
cities and towns in which inspections were made as well as the
counties in which suspicious fires were investigated.

A COMPARISON OF THE LOSSES IN NINETEEN LARGEST CITIES
IN IOWA IN 1922 AND 1923

—1923— —1923—
No. No.
Clties Fires Loss Fires Loss
one 1 ] 3 7,060 a0 § 24,480
Burlington ... 51 50,75 5 65,60
ar 5. 128 166,617 14 164,206
$NLON | e ns 160 118,09 . 50,06
uneil Bluifs 264 398,096 2 112,184
Davenport - 200 197,91 3 147,71
. 708 641,19 L] A
Dubugue . 118 44,44 L T7.078
Fort inon. a6 50,06 3 18,641
Fort ge. 79 397,72 8645
Towa City.. 71 141,50 76,392
Keokuk .. .. 83 108,534 #2,750
Marshalliown 100 34,63 8
Muson ClLy. ] -gfx« 50,
s I i
L i ©aba 29 1 110
Sioux City.. < 117 186,924 2 213,
Waterloo .. 111 349,707 bt SL
it = MR, RIS SRS 3,000 §3,402,243  £,803  §1991,020
A COMPARISON OF FIRE LOSS BY MONTHS FOR 1922 AND 1923
—1929— —1928—
No. No.
Fires Losa Fires Loss
TRTORTY 5 v ol wt srins sisops 924 $ 1,216,466 582 % 33;!__.“1
PadFuary .ol dea i e 877 1,622,044 833 1,247,508
Mardl 'Yl A SR 4790 1,18:4,39? 740 'SH,H!
APREE LG G LR 410 767,337 671 tl’iiﬂ_’
7 AT BN 271 588,129 389 512,644
% 117 AR | | ] 783,812 247 409,993
b e A R a40 488,605 281 555,734
Ragutzlas A Ll ) 223 363,208 207 773,456
September .........c.0v. 301 604,565 2256
OOtEDEr o oniinns v siisins ASB 652,012 362
November ......cooisn o £ 4 392,857 457

Deeember c.....iiaesaas 687 1,488,205 546

TOlAl® . ..vv..vs.+0.56,668  $10,161,011 5510
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KINDS OF STRUCTURES IN WHICH THE
o MOST
FIRES OCCURRED DIBARTRANS

No. Fires Loas

Barns, farm
S g S L G L R i ey S04 $1,065,031
:;;::i.::“ ....................... e 1 1 | 164,620
................................. 32
2 e T e S e G i S 452 1 :;;:12
Davelihignatons Sau L bl LU S ) AR 2,657 1'35'3'5;2
Garages, private and public. ..., .............. 171 .333'853
Factories (various kinds)................. 50 352-005
Hotels e :
.................................... a9 140,
Houses, apartment, hoard and rfooming......... 136 128 :::
Offices and office bulldings. ................... 56 sn'ase
Restaurants and cafes....... AT e 73 125. [
HelotiNnwims . Al L SRR L I e U S 28 uo'::s
Stores (various kinds)............. .. 0000000 197 Hll'fn
WAreBOBMEE i\ ool d ey s i Tk e o 49 548,145
w1 7 3 7 T 4 "IN, el . 4,576 $6,605,687

TWELVE CAUSES OF THE GREATEST NUMBER OF FIRES
No. Firea Loss

Sparks from flue
 Sparks from flue. ........oiiiii 1,747 $ 759,254
%ﬁ'& a.u.e.u: P e haticn ) St ) ::n su:sss
o SR b o ol '
Spontaneous combustlon. .. .......ovinaiinanin 159 iﬂ"ﬂo
Smokers' carelessness. . .. ................ 152 94.58:
T R N L i 3
S R S RS e g 128
Incendiary and probably incendiary............. 100 :::.:::
Defective pipes to stoves and heating plants.... 99 1s'zu
Overheated stoves and heating plants. ... ....... 23 ss’cu
Children and matches. . ... ... . ... ivnnan 91 45.061
The Great UNKNOWN. ... ...vrovuns.ninonn. 1,051 3,714,545
Lo e A A A e creee kB4 $7.439.206
eh"l(any of the n.nkhov?n- fires might be attributed to defective
imneys, defective wiring, spontaneous combustion, smokers’

Savalag ? sl & ; : 4
phnts.m incendiary, defective pipes and defective heating

P i INVESTIGATIONS
During the year 1923, 209 cases in 70 counties were investi-
m@a_d by this department. There were 31 cases involving 42
persons mbmil'tad to county attormeys, resulting in 22 indiot-
ments, 3 pending before grand juries, 10 ignored by ecounty
:lﬂ:::ya, 5 ignored by grand juries, 2 suicided during investi-




10 THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT

There were 12 convictions, 6 cases pending-l for trial, 2 ac-
quitted by trial, and 2 indictments dismissed by eounty attorney,

In addition to the 31 eases sent to county attorneys there
were 60 cases in which there was over-insurance running up
into thousands of dollars. There were also several cases where
there was evidence tending to show the fires were set by design
but no motive could be found on the part of the assured.

In the rest of the cases investigated there were many suspi-
eious circumstances but not enough tangible evidence to fully de-
termine the real origin of the fires"and no one knows how many
erooked fires there were which are listed as “‘unknown.”

In several cases where investigations were made no claim was
made for loss by the assured.

In eases where investigations have bheen made, ‘we have exer-
cised the greatest care that no innocent person should suffer,
but when evidenee has been secured tending to show that a erime
has been ecommitted, we snbmitted the evidenee to the county
attorney for his consideration.

In this eonnection T want to urge that the people in general
help, aid and assist the law enforeing officers to bring to justice
the persons who set fire for revenge or to eollect insurance.

Turge that you back up your ecounty attorney in all arson cases
that eome to your attention.

The names of persons arrested will be found in this report
under the heading, “* Arrests and Proseeutions.'’

INSPECTIONS :

In 1923, 950 inspections were made in 190 different cities and
towns. In 41 towns general inspections were made but not
ineluded in the 950 inspections, and hundreds of fire hazards
removed.

Our records will show that about 95 per cent of the orders
issned have been complied with, and T am thoroughly convineed
that thorough inspections would prevent hundreds of fires that
would otherwise oceur,

Every eity of any size could well afford to hire a competent
inspector during eertain seasons of the year to examine chimneys,
heating plants, and order defects remedied. .

Cities should pass and enforee loeal ordinances -'prd:ilﬁﬁw'ﬁi.
burning of trash near buildings, regulations for the handling

and storing of gasoline, construction of chimneys, an anti-shingle
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ordinance, and an eleetrical eode requiring that wiring be done
in harmony with the National electrical code.

EDUCATIONAL WORK

Under the law the state fire marshal has prepared a bulletin
on the causes and dangers of fire for use in sehools and has
endeavored to reach every schoolhouse in the state. The present
law requires every teacher to teach fire prevention in connection
with other branches.

Fire drills are also required each month in all buildings of
more than one story.

This office has been sending out 30,000 large size fire prevention
posters each year and through the splendid cooperation of the
State Superintendent and County Superintendents of Schools,
has placed at least one poster in each sehoolhouse in the state,
Posters. were also sent to newspapers, banks, hotels, commereial
clubs, fire chiefs, mayors, and others.

In addition to the fire prevention posters, we have sent out
thousands of fire prevention eirculars furnished by fire preven-
tion agencies. Lectures have also been given to fire departments,
farm institutes, commereial clubs, insurance gatherings, schools,
city councils, et al. City councils have also been urged to buy
better fire equipment and to adopt better building ordinances.

STATISTICAL WORK

. Until the establishment of the state fire marshal’s office and
the provisions for the collection and publication by this depart-
nient of eertain data pertaining to fire losses, there had been no
office or other agency in the state concerned in securing this in-
formation except the companies and associations doing a fire
insurance business. The fire data reported by them to the various
departments does not give full information outside of the amount
colleeted from the insurance companies. No aceount could there-
fore be taken by them of the losses that were either partially or
wholly without insurance, and when we consider that about 33
per eent of the total annual fire loss in the state is not eovered
by insurance, we must at once eonclude that the only approxi-
mately complete and aceurate statistical information relative
to these matters is obtained by the state fire marshal.

- It is true that in many cases the values are based on the com-
bined judgment of the owner and the fire chief or the township
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elerk who inspects the risk and makes the report, and ofttimes
the owner places a higher value than disinterested parties.

In addition to the loss and damage, our report covers the ma-
terial destroyed, the damage to the buildings and the contents
set out separately, also the cause of each fire so far as known.

For more detailed information see tables numbered I, I, and
1L

FIRE PREVENTION

The loss by fire has been on the increase for several years until
the year 1923, when there was a decrease of $1,927,044 over the
year 1922,

The inerease in fire producing agencies in the way of gasoline
and electricity became so alarming that the general public was
awakened as never before in Fire Prevention activities.

The insurance companies are making more inspections than in
former years. This fact is shown by the requests for inspections
and the elimination of fire hazards carrying insurance or adjacent
to insured risks.

1 claim that every person who carries insurance owes a certain
duty to the insurance company as well as his neighbors—that
duty being to examine his own property often and remove all
fire hazards in and about his premises. And the sooner the
agent for the insurance company ecancels off every risk where
fire hazards are found until the hazard is removed, the sooner
we will come to a better understanding of what Fire Prevention
really means. Or, if we would follow the practice of foreign
countries and make every person responsible for the loss, damage
or injury caused by his own acts of ecarelessness or negligence,
we soon would see the fire loss rapidly diminish. '

Why not make the same law apply to the owner of fire hazards
that you do to cities, corporations or persons who dig ditehes
in the street and allow obstructions to lay in such a way as to
eause an injury to some innocent person! -

When & person knowingly permits a fire hazard to exist, and
a fire starts from that hazard, he should by law forfeit his insur
ance in case of loss. . i

The loss is something the general public must pay, but why

should they pay when a person knowingly permits a dangerous

hazard to exist?
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ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS
COUNCIL BLUFFS, POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY
About 1:06 p. m., December 20, 1922, a fire broke out in a dwelling
house owned and occupied by Clyde Bishop. Bishop was Indicted
January 4, 1923, tried February 7, 1928, convicted and senfenced to

Fort Madison penitentiary for a term of five years. Motive, burning
to injure the insurance company.

COUNCIL BLUFFS, POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY

On December 28, 1922, at 12:30 a. m., a fire broke out in the base-
ment of a Candy Kitchen owned by Tom Gates. Gates had $15.5600
Insurance on stock and fixtures that would not exceed $6.500 in value.
At the time the fire broke out there were 10 people sleeping on the
second floor over this Candy Kitchen. Gates was indicted, tried and
convicled in January, 1923, and was sentenced to life imprisonment
in the Fort Madison penitentiary for setting fire to an inhabited dwel-
ling in the nighttime.

FORT DODGE, WEBSTER COUNTY

On February 20, 1923, about 4:50 a. m., a fire broke out in a pool
hall owned by E. 8. Bouvier. On entering the building the firemen
found two distinct fires burning, one in the front part of the room
and one in the rear part of the room, coal oil having been used,
Bouvier was Indicted for arson. His whereabouts are unknown, Mao-
tive, insurance.

OTTUMWA, WAPELLO COUNTY

About 1:60 a. m., February 25, 1923, a fire broke out in the J,
Aliber general merchandise store. Loss total, At the May grand
Jury, J. Aliber, Mrs, Anna Aliber (wife), and Leonard Rabon (of 8t,
Louis, Missouri, and & brother of Mrs. Aliber's) were Jointly indicted
with setting fire to injure the insurance company. There was heavy

Adnsurance on the stock at the time of the fire, Mrs, Aliber was tried

at the October term, 1923, and acquitted. Other cases pending.

MORNING SUN, LOUISA COUNTY

About 1:45 a. m., April 7, 1923, a fire broke out In a dwelling house
owned and occupled by Charles R, Secrest. Coal oll was used to start
this fire, Secrest was indicted at the April term of court and charged
with setting fire to injure the insurance company, On May 23, 1923,
he entered a plea of guilty and was sentenced to Fort Madlson peni.
tentiary for a term of 10 years.

BUCKNELL, MONROE COUNTY

About 10:30 p, m., April 19, 1923, a fire broke out in a general
store owned by Mrs. 8. Sax, who lives in California. The store was
belng managed by her son, Harry E. Sax with H. H. (Nick) Winchal
of Ottumwa, as clerk,

Heveral separate and distinet fires were found burning at the same
time. Coal oil had been poured over the floor.

AL the April term of court Harry E, Sax and H, H. (Nick) Winehal
were indicted, eharged with arson. There was also one secret indiet-
ment returned; party not yet apprehended. Cases pending for trial,

] 'NEWTON, JASPER COUNTY
_ About 1 a. m.; April 28, 1823, & fire broke out in a vacant dwelling-
house near the city limits of Newton, owned by Alex Laskewit: who

resides near Sully, Jasper County.
A confesslon was secured from Willard Ballard that he (Bailard)
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got fire to the house at the request of the owner for $50.00. Ballard
was indicted on a charge of arson., Case still pending.
KEOKUK TOWNSHIP, WAPELLO COUNTY

About noon, May 24, 1923, a fire destroyed a dwelling house located
about four miles southeast of Ottumwa. House occupied by William
itiualmnn, Thig property was owned by Mrs. R, L. Murphy alins Lillie
Jale. :

A confession was secured from L. C. Carter allas “Happy Jack"
that he set the fire at the request of Mrs. Murphy for the purpose
of getting rid of Seaman and realizing on the house through the insur-
ance company.

Both Carter and Mrs, Murphy were indicted charged with burning
to injure the insurance company. Mrs, Murphy was tried during the
December term of court and acquitted. Carter was the main prosecut-
ing witness. Since the trial, Carler has been sent to the Institution
for the Feeble Minded at Glenwood, lowa.

WARREN TOWNSHIP, BREMER COUNTY

On June § and June 16, 1923, barn fires occurred on the Herman
Thiemann farm. Henry Barr was arrested charged with setting these
fires, also charged with driving an automobile while Intoxicated. Haar
was at ong time employed on this farm. The burning charge was
ignored by the grand jury but an indictment was returned for driv-
ing an automoblle while Intoxicated, to which Haar pleaded guilty and
was fined $100.00.

WATERLOO, BLACK HAWK COUNTY

About 1:30 a. m., July 25, 1923, a garage owned by W. C. Ackman
was found to be on fire. This fire was set with the aid of gasoline,
During the investigation, & confession was secured from lsane Busey
to the effect that he (Busey) set the fire at Ackman’s requost for pay,
;icgm&n Almkcl heavy dim:nm'num. / : )

o ckman an usey were indicted for burning to Injure the
Insurance company, to which they entered a plea of guilty.

November 14, 1923, Ackman was fined $200.00 and sentenced to
Jail for 30 days. November 15, 1923, Busey was sentenced to five
(6) years in the penitentiary at Fort Madison.

CEDAR RAPIDS, LINN COUNTY

About 2:20 a. m,, October 10, 1923, a fire broke out in the Union
Outlet store owned and operated by 8. Cimmamon . Fogel
(“;eu:.(hll, ;! ‘K:.:u.s City, Missouri.) R 7 I b

n this fire there was a “plant” connected by a fuse, weoll sopked
with coal oil, running to clgar boxes well fill !

[ gxbwgitatnlnz shinola and coal oll, SRR Ol S S8

L mmamon and Fogel were indicted at the No * term

on two counts each, one for arson, and the other for -bm'ﬁ:'.:'m

the insurance company. They had $21,000 insurance on about $8,000

waort: ?t stock ;nd fixtures.

anuary 21, 1924, both S. J. Cimmamon and Hyman Fogel
entered pleas of guilty and were sentenced to. ! peni-
tentiary for a term of ten years each, T e

s GREAT OAK TOWNSHIP, PALO ALTO COUNTY 4
October 21, 1923, about 9:30 a. m., a fire broke o

oecupled by John Burns. The fire occurred while thgt ;n_:l:“d‘;sulu
was away from home, and when they returned, they fonnd n fire ha
been set in a bed and coal oil poured over the floor. ~August Reitz,
a hired man, was at the house when the Burns family went to eharch,
but on their return Reitz was missing. A rifle was alao missing
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Reitz did not return. During the week of November 19, 1923, Reltz
was found in a field dead, evidently having shot himself. Reitz had
shown some signs of insanity previous to the fire,

NEWTON, JASPER COUNTY

About 2 p. m., November 5, 1823, a fire destroyed a dwelling owned
by Homer Wyatt, located six miles northwest of Newton, The dwelling
was occupied by August Schnelle. Homer Wyatt was Indicted on a
charge of arson, ‘There was heavy insurance on the building. Case
still pending.

EKNOXVILLE TOWNSHIP, MARION COUNTY

On November 13, 1523, it was discoverad that the Flagler school-
house had been set on fire in the attic in several places. These fires
had gone out for lack of air. Entrance was gained to the attic through
a trap door in the roof. This condition was called to our attention
on November 14, 1923, It was decided to let the matter drift for a
short time, and during the last week of November, 1923, two hoys
sixteen years of age confessed to having set the fires. November 28§,
19238, the boys were arrainged before the court, plead guilty and were
paroled to their parents.

JEFFERSON, GREENE COUNTY

On October 25, 1923, about 4 p. m., fire broke out In a dwelling
owned and occupied by Mre. Kearney., A boy elght years old con-
fessed Lo setting this fire and was put In the custody of the State Chil
dren's Home.

In one other case in the southern part of the state where a suspi-
cious fire occurred, the suspect committed suicide by hanging himself
while the Investigation was being made,

In most of these cases valuable assistance was rendered this depart.
ment by the local officers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

I wish to renew my recommendations as follows:

A larger department in order that we may be able to make
general inspeetions all over the state and thereby create a better
fire prevention sentiment in cities and towns as well as in the
publie schools.

A larger department would also help us in our investigations
of suspicious fires which with the present force must now wait,
and in many cases the evidence is destroyed before we can reach
the scene of the fire, which no doubt allows the guilty person
to go “‘Scot free'”,

CONCLUSIONS

To my entire office foree whose loyal and faithful services to
me and the state have been rendered in a most competent and
generous manner, I desire to make this public acknowledgment

of my appreciation.
The state fire marshal’s office is no longer an experiment; its
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usefulness and influence for good will be more manifest in the
future than it has been in the past,

1 earnestly ask that you investigate the department in the
way of efficiency, as we know it will give you a better insight
into the needs of the department.

The Fire Marshals® Association extends all over North America
and is recognized as a leading factor in convieting persons who
set fire for gain, as well as a leader in Fire Prevention activities,
and should have the support of all law-abiding citizens.
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TABLE NO. 1
Showing the Total Number of Fires Reported by Countles and Citles
of More Than 10,000, Damage to Buildings and Contents Combined,
and Showing the Number of These Fires and Loss Uninsured, as well
as Number of Fires and the Excess Loss Over Insurance,
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TABLE NO, IIL
Containing a Summary of the Origin and Cause of tha Various Fires
Heported, the Number of Each, and the Damage to the Buildings and
Contents, for the Year 1823.

Ymnhl'rl
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TABLE NO. 1V
Giving the Citles and Towns in which 950 Inspections Were Made
of Dilapidated Buildings and Inflammable Conditions During the
Year 1923,

Adael Estherville Newton
Albla Falrfleld New Virginia
Algona Fonda Obedolt
Allerton Forest Cit Oelwein
Altoona Fort Des Molnes n
Ames Fort Dodge Oukaloosa
J\nnu Fort Madison Otiumwa
Galt Panora
Arnold n Park Gladbrook Parkersburg
:!h 01} (éll.dad z B "?lla
tlantic ramn unction Plarson
Auburn Gnm. Pleasantville
voca Gravi lyl Plover
ingley Green Island Polk City
lancroft Grinnell Postville
Inrnes City Guthrie Center Prairie Clty
uulers’l mm-lnlin {easnor
ayn! arlan
] :.Ema Harper Rhodes
jolle Plalne Hartley Riehland
ellevue Hastin Rock Valley
lolmond Hawarden Rublo
lentonsport Haodrick Hyan
loone inton Bac City
irighton Holatel Baint Ansgar
ritt opkinton Hearsbore
juffalo Center holdt Bhena
u da Grove Bibley
Carlisle Indianola Nnnrue:r
Carroll Inwood Sloux Ci
Carson own Falls Sioux le dn
Codar Jofforson Hmiutl
Codar Falls wwell Spenc
Cadar Raplds [Kallerton Spirit kke
Canterville okuk Storm Lake
Chariton Strawberry Polnt
Charter Onk eoln Swea City
Clarinda Iimbaliton Tabor
Clear Lake Knierim Tama
Colfax K noxville Cerril
Columbia ke Cit Thompson
Correctionville Lake Mills Truesdale
Counell Bluffs Leland Tte
g.rli?lon& ter Loon. ‘:l.lli:u
I a8 n n Ao
Danbury gglﬂ! Center Vinton
Jlml Walnut
Dafinnce Washta
Denlsan Myrm\rllle E aterlon
len Moines nukes
Witt anilia Waukon
oW l(lmmketn Waverly
Duncombe We
» Marion ebster City
Eagle Grove halltown West
W Martinsburg Waest Liberty
r{ o ﬁ:ﬂm City W
¥ yaville f" Cheer
East Pleasant Plain Mechanicsville Willlamsburg
w- Monroe ouwm
El - Montelth Wright
Montezuma Yale
Kin Montrose
shurg Mount Vernon
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TABLE NO. V.

Giving Places at Which Investigations of Fires of Suspicious Origin
Have Been Made During the Year 1923, and the Date When Such In-
vestigation Began.

Date Commeneing

County Place luvestigation
Adalr....... - Adair November 10
ATRINAKSE. - oeeas annssoone | HADOVEE ToWnSUIp. . - nher 6
Unlon Pralre T s T
BT T —— Febhruary 20
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TABLE NO, V..—Continued TABLE NO. V.—Continued
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Date Commencing Tate Commencing
County Place Investigation County Place Investigation
WaPelO e e oo cciaaeeoe | Competine Townshlp.....ccee.... | July 23

December &
June 11
Febru

WRHOR.. - i B e s

1
iisrreie] 1w

Janunry I3
danuary =
Baptember ™0
Aungust 14

Mitehell

Monona

WA e s v ni o s vnnassvie
bl ol L ————

L R s -
Montgomery. . cuoeeer e eeeens WINDODRED. - - oo eccn v
¥ Brien
Useoola BT S ——
Page.
PRNO AR S S e
Plymouth. ... cveneeee | Lineoin
Polk Camp Dodge (neat)..... s A
o
e Mok
es Mol
e Ao B ——
s Mol April
des Mol April
Jes Mo guﬂlm
es Mol oy 21
Des. Mo May 3l -
yes Mo August 27
- Novenber 23
L T
. e Moines =
- ri 20
£ i~ ] 15
Bl Janovary 4
; .mg‘
Uamh‘
10
[ Aot o8 -
mm!d. June?7
ot L
April 25
| Detober =5
Shelby. duly =7
May 7
Sioux. T m— g;um
Lincoln Township. ..o e oeeeen . 13
Rock Vaney @ v Doseaber 18
story. " o e | M 1
Tama ?hmur‘n
Taylor. il ﬁ.u
1
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Des Moines, Iowa, January 29, 1925,

Hox. Joun Hamm, Governor of lowa:

Siri—In compliance with the provisions of law I have the honor
to submit herewith the fourteenth annual report of the affairs of
this office covering the period beginning January 1, 1924, and ending
December 31, 1924, both dates included.

J. A. Tracy, State Fire Marshal.

STATE FIRE MARSHAL

Appointed by the Governor. Term, Four Years. Expires July 1, 1027,

Offica Namie Legnl Residence Birthplace

) t
.| G. G, Shnnafelt —
| Moy A, Onrr..oo | A

The entire expense of the State Fire Marshal's office Is pald out of
the general revenues of the state.




REPORT OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL

In presenting the Fourteenth Annual Report of the State Fire
Marshal, I wish to bring to your attention some of the outstanding
features which to my mind should be carefully considered by the
general public.

We have endeavored through our bulletins on “Cagses and
Dangers of Fires,” sent to the press and schools, to educate the
people to habits of carefulness. We cannot get too much publicity
on this education. Our newspapers throughout the state have been
liberal with their space in publishing extracts from our reports,
The newspapers are the best means to give knowledge to their read-
ers which cannot be had in any other way, and [ deplore the fact
that provisions are not made whereby we could keep up a vigorous
publicity campaign in the press throughout the year,

If you will carefully study the figures sct out in the tables in
this report, you will see that about three-fifths of all fires occur
in the home. These fires were caused by wooden shingles, defective
heating plants, defective stoves, defective stove-pipes, children play-
ing with matches, etc.

In order to more fully impress upon the minds of the people, you
will find two pages of reproduced newspaper items with reference
to the most horrible deaths and accidents caused by earelessness in
handling coal oil and gasoline. - During 1924, eighty deaths were
reported to this office as the result of fire. This number is below
the average. You will also find that the number of fires of sus-
picious origin is diminishing which is no doubt due to investigations,
the evidence of which was presented to the county attorneys for
prosecution.

It is a well established fact that at least three-fourths of all
fires are from carelessness and indifference, the loss being some-
thing that the people must pay. I therefore urge that every person
inspect his own property, remove all hazards found and impress
upon the youth the necessity of cultivating habits of carefulness,

‘I 'want to quote you an article in the insurance department bul-
letin of the State of Missouri, under date of December, 1024 :

2w A FIRE MARSHAL LAW FOR MISSOUR!

The enactment of a Fire Marshal Law by the General Assembly
Will do more than any other thing to better {nsurance conditions and
reduce the loss ratio in Missourl. :

Every State that borders on Missourl has a Fire Marshal law and |t
I8 vigorously enforced, which means that all of the “Fire Bugs" and
“Ardon Crooks™ are driven Into Missouri from the surrounding. states.

)
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About forty states in the Union have this law and reports from all of § .
them, where the law is properly enforced, indicate that the operation ‘ d SPECIAL MENTION
of the law Inures to the benefit of the people of the State, a’-'-'fr'n'h:\' Flues. I)llring 1924 there were 392 fires repomd i ‘

l:lllillg a loss of $083,3(-)2‘

Dcfrrlr'r‘r Pipes to Stoves and Furnaces. During 1924 there were
112 fires reported, totalling a loss of $143,596, |

Domestic Oil Burners for Hrating Purposes. These are being '
looked upon as a dangerous hazard, es

For the year 1924, 5,435 fires were reported to this office, totalling
a loss of 1\“?,'),3‘);‘;50, $4.560,250 of which was on buildings and
$3,369,400 on contents. The buildings in which these fires occurred
were valued at $47,643,504 and the contents at $17,554,303.

This is a decrease of 75 fires and a decrease in loss of $294 317 2 ; pecially if not properly in- .
over 1923, and a decrease of 118 fires and a decrease of $2,221,361 fm - Most (’f. the installations are made by gravity feed from :
over 1922 which is very gratifying, considering the increased num- storage tanks. The Underwriters Laboratories of Chicago ar the

National Board of Fire Underwriters of New York will be glud

ber of fire producing agencies, and the increased value of property. i g ! .
to send you information with reference to proper method of in- ‘

Included in the total loss, there were 4,201 fires in which the

loss was fully covered by insurance and 1,234 fires totalling a loss ""'“I!a“"“_' . :
of $2.0l’li,.30?.in excess of the insurance carried. ht‘f"rm‘ Wiring.  During 1924 there were 164 fires reported,

Four thousand three hundred ninety-eight fires occurred in frame “‘_’t"'"'“g a |05? of $Jf12,-fl.|’1 from defective wiring. These are oul- 1
buildings, 828 fires occurred in brick or cement buildings and 209 side of defective auto wiring. |

Very few people seem to realize the danger both 1o life and

ires . terial outside of buildings. A list of the largest fires . :
fires burned materi s g property by over-loading wires, This is done by over-fusing when

which occurred during the year 1924 is as follows:

a fuse blows out.

................... 200,000 .
e i 0 S ot Heating Plants and Pipes. Don't overlook the practice of fre-
Cedar Raplds.......... L L e P e B el D 39,700 quent inspection to see that there are no cracks in the stove and that
Corydon....... i T 1 (AN e ceee 27,000 the pipes are securely fastened, also that the pipes are free from
Council Bluffs. . ......... T e R R e 37,760 holes,
cn s . b HEN O e ba"-"!?"f"""h the Farmers' Worst Encmy. Tn 1924 there were 79
DAavenport . ......oovvens February 5th ..... ¥ e mnd e 39,000 s struck by lightning, totalling a loss of $181,337. None of
DAVERPOrt. .. ocussnses R OBrUATY IINH . . e s ny sk 42,420 these barns was rodded. During the same period there were two
Des Moines. ... cooveeus Fananry st S80S VELNLIEES 84,367 barns struck by lightning which were rodded, causing # loss of
Dea Molnes.........ee.- January 16th......coovieeieune “':3 $6,850 and it is known that in one case the rod was defective, but
Des Molnes............. PabEAREY JEER .. 5 pcnnmiv i) 217, it is not known in the other case whether or not the rod was de-
Des Molnes. ......co00:- August SBh: . vuaevisonng b 48,166 fecti e -
Des MoInes. .......ooo-.- T L A A core 49,218 ective or improperly installed.
Des Moines............. Octlober 218t. . ...cvcvvnroasnnns 38,400 Spontancous Combustion, One of the greatest enemies of the
Des Molpes............. November 16th............ 0000 98,000 farmer. See Table HI.
e e RPN e No'ﬁm;;i; sutn lf;:m Wooden Shingles. These have been the cause of no less than 15
R A AMh, 4 ko AR conflagrations, totalling a loss of over $X0,000,000. The last con-
Fort Dodge. ......ooune- FETE T e S 35,000 flagration .was at Berkeley, California, where 584 buildings were
Honmol. ... ..covpnnnnps T AR AR .. 66,000 totally destroyed; 540 of these buildings were covered hy wooden
Keokuk........ (2 e November 24th.......ccvcveuen 70,000 Shiﬂg'es and the loss was slomm'
Mason Olty.....c...oeas January 26th.l. il :::gg Deaths by Fire. In 1924 there were 80 deaths re St
MoraAYI®. ... i ihuiioan :::::nry:t:d‘ Wy ditect o{ﬁre, of which TP s Z'Jlm]“d
oM 7 ORI AR TS HEAS 3,000 o B -y ehiew
St. ARSRAT. . ..0ooninins October 17th ....... ceveeass vo 69,000 In 25 cases fatal to life, gasoline or coal oil was involved, In 7
Waterloo....... s Ve February 25th.......c.ccennves 46,193

AN |
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CASCS persons were burned to death as the result of bonfire careless-
ness, and 3 children burned to death playing with matches.

A COMPARISON OF FIRE LOSSES BY MONTHS FOR 1923 AND 1924

—1923— —1924—
No. No.

Fires Loss Fires Loss
............... 582 § 529.8m 790 $1,150,160
;"e'll:l:::y‘ ................. 833 1,247,608 ] 068,120
March 567,826 684 523,387
April 707,318 BT0 801,340
512,644 423 831,862
!_:::.' 409,953 208 326,646
Jul 555,734 250 326,316
A::nsl 773,456 233 489,891
September 450,196 2660 390,258
October 720,548 3}3 :ot.zsz
November ,..... R AT Tis 536,308 455 738,973
December 914,608 s 952,399
TOMRIE ocvociesesaransinnnas 5,610 $8,233,967 5,435 $7,920,650

A COMPARISON OF THE LOSSES IN NINETEEN LARGEST CITIES
IN IOWA IN 1923 AND 1924

—1928— —1924—
No. . No. -
Fires Lo#s Fires  Loss
Booww Ve LR o 0 20§ 24,485 1§ 1T
Burlington . ol..sikasies 168,604 50 49,810
mwn 166,256 164 88,084
CHRLON. yyoghrsnnesimssanis §9.060, 113 21,407

Councfl Bluffs ............. e nzi o 205 149,090

R F R U 250 304,640

g::‘:l‘:l:u. 611 mmﬁm 798,463
T N TR 1 57078 18 70,271
Sl W 18,681 29 66,282
78,645 53 114,530

76,802 45 40,648

| §2.756 ¢ 1103 118411

87461 . 90 . BBADZ

50,888 62 62,681

. 10188 63 48,567

U gae T 30 B8

LT 140,322 at! M rEsa

436 148710
186 16T

LI TR e
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KINDS OF STRUCTURES IN WHICH THE MOST DISASTROUS
FIRES OCCURRED

No. Fires Loss

............................................ 4 § 70697
................. 78 768,210
....................................... 169 148,177

Chicken brooders and poultry NOUSES. .. ... eniin. 81 117,197
DIWAIEEN, RN o 20 oty via o5 patearbach Ssianpatals v # i e 14 1,143,684

Dwellings, tOWR ...ovvvevransins R T 1,363,625
TROVRIOPE . cuivaninalinibnievien i ; 160,636
Factories (various kinds) .........

723,897
Garages, public and private 282,487
R O o H 39,838
Houses, apartment and fraternities .. 134,965
Lumber Yards . ... syasis sea vt e parE R Al ¢S s 120,614
Offices and office hnlldinsa 68,969
Restaurants and cafes " 80,630
Schoolhouses ...............c.0c.... 188,489
Stores (varfous kinds) 1,306,983
IR 5 ot b b AN b e R £ 5 46,687
ot T e e & Rl A e e < A 1 167,930
SIXTEEN CAUSES OF THE GREATEST NUMBER OF FIRES
No. Fires Loss
Brnyion EnSmiRE e Ftie, < T sl TT R A T - 1,604 § T11,048
Detective flues ..,.. | N il e R AL B 302 683,362
AGJOIUNE & . v s sivnin marpisin sigiv cme sivvis s By et S ey T s e 208 726,961
Overheated furnaces and SLOVES . ...........cooeinnnns 176 349,344
Defective electric wirlng 262,416
J..Ightntns .............. it 250,961
B’ CATCIOSEDOBN .. otivors st it suseos 76,914
Spontaneons combustion 112,302
Defective pipes to stoves and heating plants.......... 143,696
(.‘hlldren RAL IRRIONIE - v . iy ot R D A 80 38,385
diary and probably incendiary .......... Arnvaes 81 281,929
Defective ofl and gasoline stoves'.. .. < .. == 44,788
mmmm*m ey e e b wui [RS8 . 6,397
Defective heating plants and furnaces.............,. 48 101,612
Defective ofl burner {dmuﬂc) S v uiie ey D8, 86,274
Tlin umx uimown e B0 Im.m
jit THE M‘IJBI OoF KANY wommn
Looking for a gus lenk with open flume, |
Cleaning automobilé’ parts In room heated with stove or farnace.
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Filling lamp or stove with wick lighted.
Swinging gas fixture.

Allowing olly rags to accumulate,
Polishing a hot stove.

Storing ashes in wooden receptacles.
Hanging clothes too near stoves,

Using matches in clothes closets,

Leaving electric Iron with current left on.
Thawing water pipe with torch.

Letting rubbish accumulate In basement,
Children playing with matches

Leaving fire place unscreened.

Throwing cigarette stubs in waste basket.
Smoking in barn.

Using lighted candles on Christmas tree.
Using cotton to represent snow,

Leaving gas flames without globes.

SLOGANS

Few merchants realize that rubbish is the most expensive stock they
carry.

A match may be down but not out.

Remember the ember.

Do your part and fire won't start.

Fires are rare when care is there.

Fight fire first before tfire fights you.

Haphazard—firehazard.

Fireproof lsn't foolproof.

Sewing matches—reaping ashes,

Safety ever—fire never.

One reason why France has so little trouble with fires is because of the
fact that arson meets with severe punishment,

Arson fires are unknown in Belgium.

INSPECTIONS R

In 1924, 700 inspections were made by this department in 125
towns and in 66 different counties in the state. There were also
66 re-inspections made in 23 different towns wh:ch resulted in 54
orders for removal of buildings; 94 orders for repairs of buildings;
173 orders to remedy hazards ; 27 orders to show cause why build.
ing should not be condemned and 352 verbal orders to remedy con-
ditions. In addition to the personal inspections made, a great many
fire hazards were removed through co;mpondm The mmplamjs

came through fire chiefs, mayors, insurance agents and citizens.

Better than 95% of the orders issued were complied with. During
the year of 1924, the lowa State Fire Prevention Association and

STATE FIRE MARSHAL 11

the Department of the JTowa State Fire Marshal joined in making
a general inspection of the following cities :

Place No. Properties No. Com- Recom- 9 Complied
Inspected. plaints Made mendations With

Clinton and Lyons ......... 539 62 1,932 6%
Cedar Falls ............... 183 10 728 100 %
Cedar Rapids ............. 786 156 2754 90 %
Bathervile . eecasarasrrasi 137 20 648 89%
Centerville ..........c00000 212 14 883 2%
I e s warey 113 12 401 80%
B Oy o S s by 918 118 4,122 90 %

2,869 351 11,469

AVERAGE 75% COMPLIED WITH °

The results obtained were very gratifying not only to the insur-
ance interests but the citizens themselves,

Arrangements are already being made to inspect Albia, Burling:
ton, Davenport, Des Moines, Fort Dodge, Fort Madison, lowa
Falls, Maquoketa and Marshalltown during 1925.

The Fire Marshal’s Association of North America is beginning
to see the good fruits of their efforts in securing better cooperation
in eliminating hazards through education and inspections.

The inter-chamber fire waste contests are doing wonderful work
in awakening the people to realize that every effort must be made
toward the conservation of both life and property. Help the good
work along.

EDUCATIONAL WORK

Under the law the state fire marshal has prepared a bulletin on
the causes and dangers of fire for use in schools and has endeavored
to reach every schoolhouse in the state.

Fire drills are wq;urul‘ ‘éach month in all buildings of more than
one story. .

This office has been sending ot 30,000 large size fire prevention
posters each year and through the splendid cooperation of the State
Superintendent and County Superintendents of Schools, has placed
at least one poster in each schoolhouse in the state. Posters were
also sent to newspapers, banks, hotels, commercial clubs, fire chiefs,
mayors, and others.

*“In addition to the fire prevention posters, we have sent out thou-
sands of fire prevention circulars furnished by fire prevention
agencies. Lectures have also been given to fire departments, farm
institutes, commercial clubs, insurance gatherings, schools, city coun-
|
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cils, et al. City councils have also been urged to buy better fire
equipment and to adopt better building ordinances.

STATISTICAL WORK

Until the establishment of the state fire marshal's office and the
provisions for the collection and publication by this department of
certain data pertajning to fire losses, there had been no oﬁice‘or
other agency in the state concerned in securing tl}ls mformaho.u
except the companies and associations doing a fire insurance busi-
ness; . Fhe fire data reported by them to the various departments
does not give full information outside of the amount collected from
the insurance companies. No account could therefore be taken
by them of the losses that were either partially or wholly without
insurance, and when we consider that ‘about 25 per cent of the
total annual fire loss in the state i€ not covered by insurance, we
must at once conclude that the only approximately complete and
accurate statistical information relative to these matters is obtained
by the state fire marshal, .

For more detailed information see tables numbered I, II, and T!I.

The state fire marshal’s office is no longer an experiment; its
usefulness and influence for good will be more manifest in the
future than it has been in the past. _

I earnestly ask that you investigate the department in t'he way
of efficiency, as we know it will g}l“ you a better insight into the
needs of the department.”

The Fire! Marshal's Association extends all over North America
and is -f'ec'd'l 2ed a5 leading factor in convicting persons who set
ﬁm',f"'mqrqﬂ ell as a leader in Fire Prevention activities, and
shotild'haive the support of all law-abiding citizens.

e INVESTIGATIONS. |~ o0 _

During the year of 1924, 152 cases in 67 different counties in
the state were investigated by this department. A great number
of these cases contained circumstantial evidence tending to show
that the fires were set by design for the purpose oi’eolleetfng}u

Bt e G s s S
fo.get a conviction; the srh ;‘t"i_%"!'gﬂ'é various county attor=
neys to be presented to thegrand jury. .
~ Out of the I fm;vi&-hw&iﬂglﬁ- msﬁb—-
mitted to the various county attorneys with recommendation for
prosecution. Those who were convicted or arrested will be found
under the head of arrests and prosecutions.

;
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ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS
CORNELL, CLAY COUNTY
About 11:30 P. M., October 10, 1924, a fire broke out in a skating rink
owned by Elmer J. Miller. One Lamont Stone made a confession that
he (Stone) set the fire at the request of Miller, Miller having promised
to pay him (Stone) §100.00. It appears that the skating rink was mort
raged and heavily Insured. Stone plead guilty and was sentenced to
the penitentiary at Fort Madison for a term of ten years. Miller was
Indicted and tried at the January term in 1926. The judge directed &
verdict of not guilty on account of lack of corroboration on Stone's
statement.
DECATUR, DECATUR COUNTY
About 3:15 A. M. September 13, 1924, a fire destroyed a dwelling
house owned by Mary E. McGuire, who lives near Decatur, the honse
being oceupled by another who was mot at home.

DE KALB, DECATUR COUNTY

About 10:30 P. M., October 12, 1924, fire destroyed & vacaut dwelling
house owned by W, J. Springer of Leon. It appears that W, H. Bronson
formerly owned both pleces of property, he having deeded the property
at Decatur to his daughter (Mrs. McGuire) free of charge and the other
plece of property to Mr, Springer for attorney’s fees, eto. Both of these
fires were investigated by this department which resnlted in the con-
fession of Ed. Young, he stating that he set both bulldings on fire
at the request of W. H. Bronson; that Bronson gave him (Young) two
cows vilued at §75.00 for setting the fires, Young plead gullty and was
sentenced to the penitentlary at Fort Madison for a term of fifteen
years. Bronson was indicted on two counts of conspiruey with having
Instigited the burning of the two housges, The case of Bronson hias nov
yet come to trial, i

DUBUQUE, DUBUQUE COUNTY

About 10:00 -P. M., December 18, 1923, an automobile owned by J. 1.
Gifftney, who lived at Madison, Wisconsin, was set on fire. At that time
(iiffuey reported to the officers that the ear had been stolen and set on
fire. Later Giffney was brought to the Police Statfon and confessed that
he (Giffuey) had hired one Carl Wilson to burn the car, that he (Giffney)
could collect $1,000.00 insurance. Giffney was taken before the Judge
where he plead gullty and was sentenced to three years in the penis
tentiary at Fort Madison. At that time he was given a bench parole to
his brother who lives in Chicago. Wilson has not yet been apprehended,

IOWA CITY, JOHNSON COUNTY

About 10:00, also 11:30 P. M., February 10, and 3:30 A. M., February
11, 1024, fires occurred In a dwelling occupied by John Ware (colored),
The circumstantial evidence was very strong in this case. Ware was
arfested and arrsigned before Justice T. E. Murphy, who ruled that
there was evidence of guilt, but not enough to warrant a conviction. The
defendant was discharged. The complaint was filed to collect insurance
on goods that had been removed prior to the fire,

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP, LUCAS COUNTY

About 3:00 A. M., July 22, 1921, a fire destroyed a residenco owned
by Lem Parry and occupled by Merritt Garrison, a hired man of Purry's
At the ré occurred, there were some suspiclous clroumstancey
the fire, but not enough evidence to warrant the cass

being presented to the grand jury.
In June, 1824, an investigation was made by this department based
upon a confession of Garrison that he (Garrison) et the fire at Parry’s
A special grand jury was called because the statute of Hmitation
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would expire before the regular grand jury term. Parry was indicted
on a charge of Instigating the burning to collect heavy insurance. It
appears that Parry has had numerous fires.

DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY

On February 26 and 26, 1924, twelve or thirteen separate fires broke
out in the Harbach Furniture Factory. During our investigations, evi-
dence was found which fully warranted the filing of information agalnst
Anton Hart, an employee of the Harbach Factory, for insanity. Hart
was nincteen years old and come from Holland in Febrmary, 1923. In
the hearing, Hart was adjudged ipsane and sent to the hospital at
Clarinda for treastment. It is apparent that steps will be taken to deport
Hart.

DAVENPORT, SCOTT COUNTY

Ahout 2:40 A. M., February 24, 1924, a fire broke oul in the candy
kitchen owned by Spiro Jannes. It appears that there was §21,500 in
surance on contents valued at about $11,000.00, Oil soaked papers and
cans of different sizes containing oll and oily rags were found in the
building. ©il had also been splashed around the rooms. Jannes was in.
dicted for setting the fire to injure the insurance company. After a
trinl, lasting nine days, Jannes was acquitted. One of the state’s wit-
nesses Lestified that Jannes had offered him §500.00 to set the fire, The
witness further testified that he was offered $2,000.00 if he would leave
the cointry and not testify.

BETTENDORF, 8COTT COUNTY

About 12:10 A, M., December 2, 1923, a vacant dwelling house owneil
by W. F. Edmiston was destroyed by fire. One August Gaido claims that
Edmiston tried to hire him to burn the property. Gaido then tried to
hire Howard Knable to help burn the house, Knable refused. Gaido
then tried to hire Gale Bliss to set the fire. All three of the boys deny
that they had anything to do with setting the fire. Hoth Gaido and
Edmiston were arrested on Information recelved from the Deputy Fire
Marshal, charging conspirncy, Later the case was dismissed by the
County Attorney. L +) g ER i

PLATT TOWNSHIP, TAYLOR COUNTY
During the night of February 26, 1924, several buildings were destroyed
on the farm of Fred Payton which was oceupled by Thomas Clarey,
‘the evidence was found which resnited in three
the house, one for barning
. Clarey was convicted and
term of ten years.
were added to his

WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY
Abn;,tuu A. M., June 26, 1924, a fire occurred in the
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TABLE NO. 1

Showing the Total Number of Fires Reported by Counties and Clties
of More Than 10,000, Damage to Buildings and Contents Combined, also
Showing the Number of Fires Fully Covered by Insurance, and the
Number of Fires Not Fully Covered by Insurance, and Excess of Loss
over Insurance Carried.

No. of | No. of
Fires |Fires Not| Excess of
Connties amd Oitiey Xo. of Lo#s Fully Fally | Loas Over
of 10,000 and Over Fires Covered | Covered | Insurance
by In- | by In- Carried
FUrRnde | SUraDee
H B0 1z n®h 0,3
1’ 2,708 T & B, T
13 0,008 L 7 Ll
i@ 171,84 25 1 w0, TRL
19 49 5 12 7 16, 06,
i3 45,958 a3 w 27,40
106 167,771 150 1n 8,048
o 61,811 H ] 23,00
b3 14,724 2/ 1] 2,620
= 30,746 1 1 8,000
" 40,506 N 5§ 100
1w 40,080 8 11 W R
23 2,000 16 : - 14,61
&0 29,576 7 1% 7,8
0 2,750 % a 14, 100
o 52, 0m 17 15 18,40t
n B8 o 12 10, 150
veses in o e o i b e s 18 B 5a2 11 T 11,251
Muso iy ke % n {2 681 08 4 (W
GOTAD s en e e bia e 15 o, 501 1] o 1,000
£ 7,020 28 ) 10,821
12 ,Ma 3 1] 10,840
I8l ] 44,408 14 10 i1, 47
81 n 101, 320 28 L &,
= &, 725 15 " 7.1
s a1,0407 m 2 i,
C 80,060 u 18 8,748
. 71,904 i3 18 o7 s
= 70,525 18 ] 0,20
1 1w .7 7 12 20,85
| 2| aml %)t B
w0 49,510 “w ) 1,460
2 " n 48,70 i n 2,1
e T S AR u 5,478 0 4 4,2
i il E s | <N1B 10,271 0 » [
Bal, Dobtgue Coueeiiemenvisid ianem- 18 45,018 n L
v 13 | 5 L 140
Fayrtie. 1. am T » L7760
Fioyr = 7,500 m » i, 40
nkbn 1 LR . S 0 20,00
#—ml a* ", n 18 5,14
reetie = 0,56 1% 1 16,810
S.-,,.e- i n 64,70 w b », 1w
n 42,10 n 1 1,7
amliiton. 5 2,68 1 n 20,500
i i Eml 4| 4| 4R
} = 45,514 = " W,
] P a1 i!.g: 1= a8 8,506
il s o=m| 4| i e
; - 3 : b &1.574 1n L) 17,780
sinhte 1w A, 10 # 12,700
k 5 0,122 n 1n oo, 110
m“ ] 76,028 4a v 1,508
] o8, 400 19 @ 10,634
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TABLE NO.

I—(Continued)

No. of | No. of
= Fires |Firea Not| Exeess of
Counties and Oities No, off Loss Fully Fully | loss Over
of 10,000 and Over Fires Covered | Coversd | Insurance
by In- | by In- | Carrled
surance | surance
.lol'm-un Io-a L‘II.)' ................... 45 40,548 4@ 8 1,235
alLs 20 8,506 9 1 1,717
19 2,610 1 @ 9,265
8 76,638 1 20 81,048
29 29,0456 14 8 15,820
oo 56,282 k] (] 6,420
103 113,411 o0 13 57,880
16 44,340 i 12 2,003
1 B8, 034 154 10 23,502
b 7,381 H 13 82,565
16 53,008 7 8 14,825
1% 2,211 [ a 7.470
21 51,866 11 B 20,203
23 a0, m7 0 12 17,15
L 54,658 b} 5 1,700
15 85,643 7 11 23,7038
arion 6l 77,061 7 " 18,085
Murshall—Mar g 68, 402 B G 3,001
Bal. Marsh = 4,220 11 11 11,700
Mills. 0 63,302 15 15 19,082
= 241,071 15 12 35, 600
7 10,5850 10 7 11,420
o0 46,751 8 12 22,000
b 41,080 18 11 10,400
i ol 43,501 b8 5 2,675
Bul. M 1 14 46,125 a 8 14,000
O'Bridn 26 68,538 14 12 40,5610
Deecoln 19 20,514 10 o T, 240
o R RO 102 06, G4 &1 21 1,700
Palo Alto. n 0,255 7 ] 9,810
23 43,0 i1 ] 11,275
1 23 1, 440 16 8 10,680
| Dines. = TUE 463 [ w 6,747
Bal. Polx o el ), 330 23 15 29,891
Pottawattamie—Counell Bluffe ... . 206 140,000 188 17 25,117
_ Hal, Pottmwattamie Co.,..oooeeo. H 3::: 156 1% 18,524
7 10
'ﬁtnunﬂ 4 @, 515 7 o 25,
Begts —Davaperto | am | awen| o | 3
Seott—Dav [ S S RS S . +
Bul, Btatt 0. . et P il w &, 556 9 10
i 3| & B a
ONx. v P '3
Ko o o 4 t 19
Tatrn 2| Sml Rl L%
Taylor 28 40,278 18 w0
“Unl w0 25,6156 10 10
“Van Buren 2 T2 18 1
Wia:zl'.c Ot m 7h, 530 108 3
Bal.—Wapello 0«:......_.._.1.-.__... @ 1,618 19 12
10 48,005 T n
20 21,767 12 §
g_f.h S - - I A
S S —— 4, - ’
: Wm [+ e e o 4 18 17
1w JBT6 0 1
50 e e o ) DY TR -5 T 18 T8 10 8
woodbnr, O s caponiyimsrves | 455 148,710 42 e
< . W OO e !g E.ﬁ l: 3:
“_m_-n ' SO g B 84,570 % »
Total. - - 54 [ 7000 | 400 | 12

TABLE NO. II
Showing the Nature and Character of the Buildings or Properties Destroyed or Damaged, the Value of Each, the Damage

ed, for the Year 1924.

Th_u&o. the Value of the Contents of BEach and the Damage Thereto, the Kind of Material of Which Each Was
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i and
and trucks. ..

Public.

Livery, feed nnd sales

Corn eflbs snd granar

gr;h; and dyeing plants.
Filling s
Garages—Private.

Auto




TABLE NO IT—Continued

Kinds of Buildings

Contents

| Rrlek,
Cement
or Stone

Wood

Damage
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TABLE NO. 1T

Containing a Summary of the Origin and Cause of the Various Fires
Reported, the Number of Each, and the Damage to the Buildings and
Contents, for the Year 1924.

- Kamber
Canses Fires Loss
Adjolnd - 8 § 75,98
Ashes or live coals ag wood 53 20,510
Automoblle backfire and b Jenk. 52 16,406
Hlow and oll ) 5 50
1 res - 78 19,041
Hrooder lamp and soves.............. 52 17,20
Dandle corelessness _ ... . 15 2,250
q layin th hes. ... 0 88,585
Cleaning clothing at home with Ul 5 264
Uiothing and bedding near stove or pipe. = 8,148
Coffes urn explosl 4 £x)
Curtains blowing Inte flame. ¥ 1,411
ective auto wiring 80 VTR
Defective eleotric applinnees . ... e e 0 e 10 43,717
electrie wires ....... 164 302,418
etive fire place L 3,18
fines sz 083, a2
tive flue sto LA 0 - 3,120
s line water heal B 678
cotive gas pipes and stoves (fumi J TR " 440
eating plants, ete A3 10,012
oll burners (di ) e a8 86,974
oll and gasoline stoves. 8 70
oetiva plpes to stoves, ete...... 12 144,106
FADED SO0 000K KEOVES... e e 15 12,70
Eloctrio Irons with ourrenh 1 Ofc-ceees s osesreemnncnemee o enmmense] a2 21,820
El tatle) - 7 4,158
Pllans 1 4,223
Plroworks 18 2,000
Priction : :.g
Fumigntlon . £ .
conl and EAR ALOVE PXPIORIDRA. v oes e oo e e 18 2,608
Gasoline or cosl ofl to start fire In stoves 8 1,674
Jotien. (minating) S
GGas exp ng. v
and oﬁl stove carelesaness 8 3,228
and ofl stave b 18,0
nnd ol m o T 0,507
irease, paint, tar, ete,, ng over. % 29,001
L e il mE
Latnp - ¥
ant relessness and explosl - e g,ﬁ
Lightning, no rods
ng, rodded 3 1,425
ienen ing In on wires 3 18,18
Mateh . 61 19,000
Matches mime (supposed) 15 14,408
O} eook stove 8 e
fu stoves and ovens e 49,30
in basement. 16 9,740
erat 140 70914
[ meat 15 7.m
Sparks from and L 1,10
Sparks from engines and Kk by B o, 428
m: froem forge : l":
Spontaneons eombustion: ] '1_ s
e il I8
Graln se- s B 3 b8
Hay and straw. o PR A 7,807
Olly rags, waste and palot. 100,658
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TABLE NO. ITI—(Continued)

Cauees Fires Loas

Thawing water pipes. .. 1T -
Tramps and thieves
known

Unl e e o e A e
Miseellaneous, one and two esch...
Totals




