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Report of
IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION

PERSONNEL

Membership.  The terms of office of Mr, Orchard expired in 1923
and Mrs. Howe in 1924, Both were reappointed by the Governor,

Mrs. Towner’s place on the commission became vacant by her
removal to Porto Rico on the appointment of Judge Towner-as
Governor and Mr. Addison M. Parker of Des Moines was named
to fill the vacancy.

Mrs, Towner was active in the promotion of the legislation
establishing the Towa Library Commission and was made a mem-
ber of the commission on its creation in 1900, Her active interest
and inspiration have been of large value to the commission and
to library work in the state during the years of her member-
ship and her resignation was a cause of mueh regret to all Li-
brary workers in lowa.

Mr. Parker who succeeded her is a strong friend of libraries
and especially of the Traveling Library and his appointment was
most satisfactory to all eoneerned.

The activities of the Towa Library Commission are two-foli
(1) extension and supervision of library faecilities in Towa and
(2) the distribution of books through the Traveling Library.

Commassion Staff. (1) The work of snpervision and extension’
including as it does the oversight of all the libraries of the state
involves a large correspondence with libraries of all kinds re-
garding beginnings, methods of operation, book selection, sola-
tion of problems, employment and instruction of librarians, and
other phases of library work, also the sending out of blanks for
the collection of library statisties and library data of all kinds,
tabulating sueh statisties and conneeting the library work of
Towa with that of other states by correspondence and attendance
at library meetings,

It also includes, on the part of the secretary, visits to com.
munities wishing to start libraries, to libraries already in exist-
anee for conferences with library boards and librarians, for the
promotion of greater efficiency on the part of the libraries, and
for addresses before communities and organiaztions of various
kinds in the interest of reading and libraries. Some of the de-
tails are given later in this report.
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For the actual work of organization of libraries according to
modern methods the secretary does not have time and for this
she has had the help of one or more trained assistants.

(2) To loan books by mail requires a larger working force
than is necessary in loaning books over a library desk. The re-
quests come by mail, there are letters to be opened and sorted,
books and other material to be looked up and assembled for ship-
ment, necessary records to be made that the whereabouts of the
books may be known and their return assured, the books must
be wrapped and shipped, letters and lists sent to borrowers, and
on the return of the books they must be unwrapped and checked

Public Library Building, Harlan, Iowna

to be sure that none are missing and finally they must be re-
turned to their places on the shelves to be ready for future use.

There is also included in the Traveling Library work the selee-
tion and ordering of books, the making up of fixed groups and
the preparation of all books for eireulation, the preparation of
books for binding and after their return from the binder for
circulation again and many minor details taking time, intelli-
gence and accuracy.

The work of supervision and extension and much of the Travel-
ing Library work can only be done by people of education, li-
brary training, knowledge of books, experience in handling them
and knowledge of library methods.

The trained help in the Library Commission office for several
years past has consisted of four librarians, being the Librarian
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of the Traveling Library, the Reference Librarian, the Library
Organizer and the Library Cataloger. This force has not been
increased sinee 1915 when the requests numbered 2,544 and 36,000
books were loaned. In 1923 the requests numbered 6,875 and
62,000 books were loaned, 'With this inerease of work a Library
Assistant is needed who should be a trained librarian but need
not have as wide an experience as the Librarian of the Travel-
ing Library or the Reference Librarian as she will work under
their supervision.

Not only is this number insufficient, if the staff were full, but
a cut in salaries of the four librarians employed by the commis-
sion was made by the Fortieth General Assembly from $1,800
and $1,620 which they have previously received to $1,500 which
is less than is paid to many elerks in the State House and far
less than librarians of even less qualifications ean command in
other libraries,

In consequence two vaeanecies soon oecurred, that of Library
Cataloger in September and of the Librarian of the Traveling
Library in December, both going from $1,500 to $2,000 positions.
Only temporary assistance has been available sinee for their
work, as competent librarians such as are required for the com-
mission work are receiving higher salaries elsewhere,

There is also mueh routine work which can be done by less
skilléd workers but requiring accuracy, intelligent interest and
careful attention. For this the clerieal help authorized in 1915
consisted of two stenographers, a record elerk, an apprentice and
two high school boys who work half time each as shipping clerks.
With the inerease of work indicated above a more competent
person is needed than an apprentice’s salary makes available
and there should be an additional boy for half time work in
shipping that the orders may not be delayed after being filled.

The Library Commission staff has always been composed of
faithful and conscientions workers and it is due to this and to
their intensive service that the work of the commission and
of the Traveling Library has been kept up to its present standard
with a reduced staff during the stress of the last bienniom, Great
credit is due to the two librarians who remained but who will
no longer vemain if their salaries are not restored as they can
go to other positions at a considerable inerease.

The Library Commission is therefore asking that the salaries
of the Librarian of the Traveling Library and the Reference Li-
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brarian be restored to £1,800 and of the Library Organ

rer and
620 from which they were reduced by
the last legislature, and that the commission be granted a library
assistant at a salary of $1,400 and that instead of an apprentice

Library Cataloger to $

there shall be a general assistant at 1,200 and three half time
high school boys instead of two. Only this will enable the Li
brary Commission to give satisfactory service to those dependent
upon it for the book supply and library help which it was cre
ated to give.

EXTENSION AND SUPERVISION

In view of the foregoing, a report of the Library Commission
work for the biennium ending July 1, 1924, must be that of work
done under pressure and unsatisfactorily done beeause of insuf
ficient help in all lines for the Seeretary has been obliged to
carry the supervision of the Traveling Library work and its
many details in addition to her own work of library supervision
and extension in the state.

For this reason the Seeretary was able to make no visits to
publie libraries during the biennium exeept in connection with
meetings and when passing through a town and much help thus
given to librarians and library boards in the past has been lack
mg.

Some help has been given in librarvy beginnings but invitations
of that kind often have been necessarily refused to the disconr
agement of the undertakings or their less successful beginning.

The Seeretary was present and spoke at the dedication of one
new building and additions to two others, a few talks were made
before various organizations on eounty libraries and on books
and the encouragement of library work. A few county teachers
institutes were also visited but no publicity ean be given to the
Traveling Library work lest the demands become too great. Dis
triet meetings of the Towa Library Association were attended by
the Seeretary each year and six of the distriet meetings of the
State Federation of Women's Clubs in 1923, This is far below
what is usually done and what should and might have been
done with sufficient help in the office to permit absence of the
Seeretary.

Not only has the Seeretary been obliged to omit mueh of the
work of supervision and extension which is direetly under her
charge that she may give time to the Traveling Library work
but the details to which she must give attention because of
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Loan Desk—Showing Catalogue and Reading Alcoves, Davenport Publie Library
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lack of help are mauny of them such as could be handled by a
less expensive person and it does not seem good economy to
employ her time in this way.

Organizing. A library to function efficiently needs modern
methods of arrangement and management and for this special
training and experience are necessary. As libraries in their be-
ginning and the smaller libraries of the state at all times are
unable to afford librarians so prepared the Library Commission
is expected to help in placing the library in good working order.

As stated the commission in the past has had two assistants
who gave their time to cataloging in the office and giving or-
ganizing assistanece in the state. The continued vacancy in the
cataloger’s position with the pressure of work in the Traveling
Library, caused by the vacancy there, has made it necessary
to keep the one Organizer in the office much of the time for as-
sistance in the Traveling Library work,

In consequence less help has been given in this direetion dur-
ing the past two years than the needs called for. Thirty-three
libraries received help in organizing or cataloging, ten being
publie libraries, five school, two colleges, and fifteen associn-
tion libraries, many of these making a beginning and requir-
ing only a few days help in the simple organization necessary
for them. This means a loss of efficiency on the part of the li-
braries as this organization is essential as a foundation for
present usefulness and future growth.

Miss Beatrice Snow who occupies the position of Library Or-
ganizer is very competent for this work and her resignation
would be a loss to library efficiency in the whole state but she
cannot be retained longer at the low salary she is now receiving,

Public Libraries. As there are but five towns in Jowa with a
population over 2,000 without libraries, the increase in tax sup-
ported libraries eannot be large as it is a question whether a
town under that population ecan properly support a library.
Nevertheless, five towns during the past two years have been
suecessful in passing a vote for library support by tax, viz,
Arnolds Park in Dieckinson County with a population of 478,
Arthur in Ida County with a population of 290, Coon Rapids in
Carroll County with a population of 1,328, Humeston in Wayne
County with a population of 1,214, and Ida Grove in Ida County
with a population of 2,020. Coon Rapids had voted twiee before
without success. Farmington and Keosauqua both in Van Buren
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County, one of the counties in Iowa without a tax saupported
library, failed to secure a majority for the establishment of a
library.

Subseription Libraries. Library interest in the state, however,
is very great and twenty-seven towns of various sizes have made
library beginpings through association or membership libra-
ries. Some of these may become tax supported, others will as-
sist in creating a sentiment for a county supply of books and
become the neucleus for a branch or station when county li-
braries shall be established.

As the support of these libraries is always precarious the num-
ber is always fluctuating, some dying and remaining so or after-
wards being revived,

The women and women's elubs are generally responsible for
these beginnings as well as the continuance of the libraries and
much eredit is due to those who have suceeeded in maintaining
a small collection of books for the use of the community through
years of discouragement. Loans from the Traveling Library are
valuable aids to these small libraries. The new ones are at Alton,
Bellevue, Burt, Corwith, Dumont, Early, Everly, Farmersburg,
Fouda, Gildden, Gravity, Hospers, ITull, Tnwood, Ireton, Jesup,
Lake Mills, Lake Park, Mapleton, Martinsburg, Milford, Newell,
Pomeroy, Riceville, Sheflield, Silver City and Sioux Rapids.

County Libraries. As yet no county libraries have been estab-
lished in Towa. In Warren, Scott, Polk and other counties a
quiet, continuous eampaign is being carried on and this when
taxes are not so high must result in favorable action on the part
of the county officials.

Attempts to revise the law have been unsuceessful in two legis-
latures. The present law is workable but a county library can
only be established by contract with a tax supported library
already in existence and there are five counties with no tax sup-
ported library within their borders. Some of these have no
town large enongh to adequately support a library and a eounty
library is therefore the best method of book supply but under
the present law no county library can be established in those
counties. Authority on the part of the county officials to estab-
lish an independent library would be desirable in the eounties
without tax supported libraries,

Township Extension. While Iowa has as yet no county libraries
there are, however, twenty-three libraries in the state which are
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extending their privileges to one or more townships outside their
corporation limits. A list of these libraries follows:

Mill

Townships Levy Amiount
AMIAY nvisianeas S e i "4 A § 3807
Cedar Rapids ............. . a4
Charles Uity ...
Clarinda
Cresco .,
Davenport
Duniap PR L e
BIIOD v sxsosraninas
BlIOrR ..oviavions
Ft. Dodge ..
Garner
Grinnell TP g e
Orundy Cebler ....i.ccecesasissss
LOEKAR ..ivevians
Montezuma . ...
Onawa ...
Reinbeck
Ban CNY .ovevciiny
Bibley ...
Tipton ...
Traer ... %
Winterset
Woodblne . ...

¢ s P apbis e

1 e

Library Buildings. Two new library buildings have been ereetod
during the biennium, the beautiful large one built by state ap-
propriation at the State College at Ames costing $47,000 and the
publie library building at Harlan through the gift of $20,000
from Mr. I1. H. Paup, a public spirited citizen,

An addition to the Davenport library building was made cost-
ing $180,000 raised by city bonds and one to the Ericson build-
ing at Boone, the gift of Miss Rena Ericson, danghter of the
donor of the building, and a $6,000 addition to the Red Oak
building given by Mrs. IL C. Lane to house the collection of
books the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Lane in memory of their son,

Schoal Libraries, Development of school libraries in Towa is far
less advanced than that of publie libraries. There are school li-
braries in charge of librarians in the larger cities only and some
of these are under teacher librarians,

The interest in school libraries is on the increase and requests
for assistanee in their organization are constantly received by
the commission and help given where it is possible to do so. A
school library supervisor would aid greatly in promotion of
school libraries.

At present many rural towns and even eonsolidated schools
depend largely on the traveling Library for their book supply.
This is an impossible task and a school law requiring the pur-
chase of a certain amomnt of books rigidly enforeed is greatly
needed. :
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Supervising Librarian of State Institutions. After a vacancy
of four years this position was filled by the Board of Control
in October, 1923, by the appointment of Miss Julia Stockett, a
graduate of the Wisconsin Library School and with experience

in army hospitals during and since the war.

Stale

exhibit.

Fair Exhibit. Each year an exhibit of books, pictures,
posters and other material representing the Traveling Library
and library work of the state is held in the Women and Chil-
dren's Building at the State Fair. While the attendance is never
large the interest is such as to warrant the continuance of the

The room in the basement assigned to the Library Commission
is very damp and therefore unsatisfactory. With the erection
of the new Education Building on the Fair Grounds the library
exhibit will have a place with the other educational interests of

the state.

Eficiency. A library is ranked today not by the number of vol-
umes on its shelves but by the service which it renders to its
community in the supply of books for reading for all purposes
and in help in reference work on the part of the schools, wom-

en’s elubs and all who wish for information of any kind.

The latter is difficult to measure for the number of questions
answered gives no account of the time consumed in finding the
information desired, and no satisfactory method of computation
or report has been found.

Neither does the number of books loaned furnish a correet
idea of the amount of reading furnished for some books may not
be read at all while others are read many times. As this is
something which can be counted in figures it is generally taken
as the measure of a library's usefulness and the per capita cireula-

/ tion of books in & community as the basis for a library’s rank-
ing. As the per capita decreases with the increase in population
comparison must be made between towns of the same size. Be-
low is given the per capita eirculation and per capita income of
the libraries of the state arranged by population to facilitate
comparison.

Place
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Income Circulation

e r
Place FPopulation Capita Capita
JOMOrBON .vsssevinsssssssssnssnssnsans 3416 .t 42
Sheldon ... . 3,488 114 = ]
Knoxville . 5,623 63 A
Denison ... 3,581 6 7.9
Maguoketa 3,626 89 .2
Indianola 3.628 133 %]
Btorm Lake . 3,658 1.231 3
Independence 1,672 AT 4.4
Algona ... - 3T 8} ] B.1
ERRRIWOO. o vtk o s r A R e e A & e 3.862 A8 A
TOWR FBRIID i sae s vniviinns arianneie kb 3,004 1.13 2]
MINOUr] VALI®Y viooan jins s dihabasaiine b 3,080 1 .8
ME. PIOABANL iovioiviiicnrrmesasinannns 13,987 A6 &)
RIGEOTREN Jiao o BB Vs s fones momEl ok st o5 0h o 5 4,034 il ]
R L e T A TR 4,138 65 .8
Carroll ... « 4,254 Al 2]
Eagle Grove . 4413 &1 T
Clarinda .. « 4,511 B4 o6
Bpencer ... . 4,598 Bl b.8
LeMars ... . 4,683 69 4.5
Washington . . 4807 62 4.9
Estherville . 4,609 56 8.1
I ssssens . 5,037 1 4.1
Shenandoah . b.255 .73 1.9
Atlantic .., - bB328 el 3.9
Grinnell .. . b.361 1.2% B.5
Ited Oak . bAuT8 i 6.1
Perry .. . B6AT 87 5.5
Chariton . B7l6 A2 (%]
Cherokea . 5,82 B4 [H7
Falrfleld « . B,oMR B4 4.2
MON  cinvrns . 65,270 1.3 5.6
Codar Falls .. « 6,418 69 69
Newton ....... . g.g ; 1?; ;2
Charles Clty . ¥ . "
Oelweln ... »  T,400 b .4
Conterville .. BARE 32 4.4
Oskaloosa ., « Bal 1.09 0.9
own Clty .. . 1L287 99 7.0
[t Madison . 12,086 A8 3.6
HOOD® . voass . }}:‘i 'E{ :.g
Keokuk oo..¢ . N . .
Marshalltown . o 14,721 66 6.3
Muscatine ... . }‘.:i? ;: g.g
F't. Dodge ., . 9,34 . "
Mumon (ﬁ&r . 20,085 121 7.8
Ottumwa . « 23,003 51 4.6
Hurlington ... . 24,007 57 6.9
Clinton ....... . 24,151 A1 6.6
Councll Bluffs . 36,162 61 6.0
Waterloo ....... . 36,230 .68 7.3
Dubuque . 35,141 52 5.1
Cedar Rapids . 45,5668 64 6.7
Davenport . 08,727 87 1
Bloux City wee 11,227 b 4.3
8 MOINSE Larssosinnreitisherasssin 126,486 86 by

*New llbraries
tDelinquent In report for 1923,

Income. The amount of money available for the support of a
library naturally has a large bearing on its efficiency govern-
ing as it does the book supply, the building and its equipment
and therefore its convenience, and the librarian upon whom so
largely the efficiency of a library depends,

As a result of an investigation made by the American Library
Association $1.00 per capita has been decided to be a reasonable
amount only upon whieh a library ean be expected to funetion
efficiently. The smaller the community the larger the per eapita
must be for satisfactory service. Even the excess over this
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amount which some libraries in the state are receiving as shown
by the table is not too large as the conduet of the library shows.
The only conclusion then must be that many are not receiving
adequate support to render the greatest usefulness to their com-
munities.

Librarians, The efficiency of a library depends very largely upon
the efficiency of the librarian as no matter how large the collec-
tion of books unless they are made useful to the community
their value is negligible and only a librarian who knows how to
bring them to the people can make a suceessful library.

Therefore library schools exist in different parts of the eoun-
try for giving this preparation whieh should have for a back-
ground a college education.

The supplementary reports received from the libraries at the
end of 1923 show that with a few exceptions all librarians of
the state at the head of libraries have a high school education.
It is a mistake to appoint any librarian who has not. Approxi-
mately fifty-three have had some eollege or normal school work,
fifty-seven have had summer library school training and seven-
teen have attended regular library schools.

Of the assistants forty-three have had library summer school
work and forty-one are library school graduates. This in some
respects is not an inerease and cannot be until the salaries shall
be sufficient to call our fully trained people to library positions
in Towa. Libraries in other states are paying attractive salaries
and the librarians will naturally seek those positions which af-
ford good renumeration as well as attractive work.

Trustees. Upon the trustees also rests a responsibility for the
suceess of the library. The library boards of the state include
many interested and conscientious men and women who seek the
best means of making their libraries useful to their communities.
They are all busy people, serving without eompensation, but
could they stop long enough to take a short course, not in library
technique or methods, but in library standards the efliciency of
the libraries would be increased thereby, Library meetings fur-
nish such a course to some extent, but unfortunately they are
not well attended by trustees.

I0WA SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL
This school is conducted as a part of the summer session of
the State University in co-operation with the Library Commission
and such instruction is given as six weeks permits in cataloging,
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classification, book selection, reference and children’s work, li-
brary administration and minor subjeets.

It is not the intention to compete with the full courses given
by the regular library schools, but by giving the prineiples with
an opportunity to praectice under trained librarians to better fit
the librarians to advance the efficiency of the smaller libraries
of the state. Summer school students very frequently later take
the full course at the regular schools.

The class in 1923 numbered 39; in 1924, 42,

Miss Blanche V. Watts, of Spencer, of the New York State
Library School, was Director both years. In 1923 instruetion in
reference work was given by Miss Watts, book seleetion and clas-
sification by Miss Cora Hendee, cataloging by Miss Alice Story,
children’s work by Miss Grace Shellenberger, library administra-
tion by Miss Julia A. Robinson. Miss Pearl Carlson acted as re-
viser and Miss Mary Stewart, general assistant.

In 1924 instruction in eataloging was given by Miss Watts,
book selection by Miss Cora Hendee, classification and reference
work by Miss Ora King, cataloging by Miss Alice Story, chil-
dren’s literature by Miss Grace Shellenberger, library admin-
istration by Miss Julia A. Robinson and minor subjects by Miss
Pearl Carlson. Miss Carlson and Mrs. Adria Grimsley acted as
revisers and Mrs. Mary Stewart Hoffman as general assistant.

Trustees Conference at State Fair. In 1923 a third Trustees Con-
ference was undertaken at the State Fair and letters of notifica-
tion sent to each trustee in the state. An attendance of only
about twenty was the result and although there was considera-
ble interest in the subjects discussed the attendance did not
seem to justify a meeting in 1924,

Towa Federation of Women's Clubs, As the Secretary of the
Towa Library Commission is Chairman of the sub-committee on
Library Extention of the Towa Federation of Women’s Clubs
the affiliation between the women's clubs and library work in
the state is very close and county libraries and other progressive
library ideas receive the support of the State Federation as a
whole and of state, county and club officers.

The Secretary is also privileged to speak each year at the dis-
trict club meetings on phases of library work in which the clubs
should be interested.

.
—
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PUBLICATIONS

Towa Library Quarterly. Volume 9 of the Towa Library Quar-
terly will be completed with December, 1924,

Leaflets, One new leaflet has been issued during the past two
yvears, ‘‘Is your library organized?’’ There have been also re-
issues of several of those already in print.

Booklists, The graded lists have been revised and lists reissued
for the First and Second, the Third, the Fourth and the Fifth
and Sixth grades. In preparation of these lists the children's
librarians of the state co-operated.

The Junior and Seiior High School lists have also been re-
vised by the Library Commission in co-operation with the Eng-
lish Teachers® Association of Towa. They have greatly raised
the standard of outside high school reading judging by the re-
quests for loans coming to the Traveling Library for school use,

A ““List of books for farm homes’’ has been prepared.

Leaflets and booklists now in print are as follows:

Towa Library Commission laws,

Town Library Commission: its purposes and activities
Making a lbrary beginning.

Rural extension of public library privileges (Laws),
Good reading for your neighborhood.

Free Traveling Library of the State of Iowa.

Books that travel.

Books for the blind.

Traveling Library picture collections.

Is your library organized?

TRAVELING LIBRARY SUBJECT LISTS
Agrieulture.
Child welfare.
Domestic sclence,
Nurses and social workers.
The rural church and its task.
Pleture lists,
Good books for a farm home,

JUVENILE BOOKLISTS

One hundred good books for boys and girls.
Reading list for first and second grades.
Reading list for third grade,

Reading list for fourth grade.

Reading list for fifth and sixth grades.
Reading list for Junior High School.
Reading list for Senlor High School.

PUBLICATIONS OUT OF PRINT
Towa day and a few books about Towa.
Periodicals; their value and use.
Birthdays, anniversaries and events,
Library bulldings.
Study club programs.
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List of books recommended for children's library; compiled by Annie
Carroll Moore.

Traveling Library lists.

Check-list of state publications.

List of books by lowa authors.

List of art books.

List of books on modern philosophy and religion,

Study elub outlines.

Debate Travellng Library.

Suggestive list of children’s books for Christmas purchase,

Shall a free public library be established? (Public library laws).

Recent books of interest (three series).

A*L. A. Booklist. To assist in the better selection of books by
librariuns and the best expenditure of their funds, the A. L. A.
Booklist is furnished by the commission to forty of the smaller
libraries of the state.

Statistics and Blanks. The annual report required by law from
the public libraries of the state and the statistics for publieation
in the Towa Official Register are regularly collected from the
libraries by the Seeretary. Blanks for this purpose are prepared
and furnished free, as are also blanks for keeping the daily and
monthly reports in the libraries, the preparation of the annual
budget by library boards and the making of the certificate of
tax levy to the city couneil,

A register of the librarians at work in the libraries of the state
is also kept on blanks for that purpose.

LIBRARY MEETINGS

Librarians’ Conference. As a part of the Summer Library
School for the past five years a Librarians' Conference has been
held, open to all the librarians of the state. Addresses on li-
brary and associated subjeets are given by prominent librarians
from outside the state and members of the State University fac-
ulty. This conference is open to all interested in libraries and
library work.

lowa Library Association. The annual meeting of the Iowa Li-
brary Association for 1923 was held in Fort Dodge and for 1924
in Boone, the former with an attendance of 167 and the latter
235, This was the largest of the association meetings.

The Spring District Meetings for 1923 were held at Fort Madi-
son, Red Oak, Towa City, Carroll, Spencer, Humboldt, Nevada
and Independence with a total attendance of 210 at all the meet-

ings.

In 1924 they were held at Sioux City, Shenandoah, Centerville,
Davenport, Grinnell, Jefferson, Estherville and Waterloo with a
total attendance of 288,
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The district meetings being more accessible and continuing for
one day only are more easily attended by the librarians of the
small libraries and their informal character in the discussion of
everyday problems make them especially helpful.

American Library Association. The meeting of the American
Library Association was held at Hot Springs in 1923 and at
Saratoga Springs in 1924, The Chairman and Secretary of the
Towa Library Commission were present at the Hot Springs meet-
ing and the Seerctary at Saratoga Springs.

It is the custom each year for lowa Librarians past and
present in attendance at these gatherings to hold a special
luncheon or dinner. At the luncheon at Hot Springs, life mem-
berships in the A, L. A. were presented to Mr. Brigham and Miss
Robinson from the librarians of the state,

State Teachers Association. Meetings of the Library Section of
the State Teachers Association are now held regularly. Attend-
ance and interest are growing as the number of school libraries
and librarians inerease,

TRAVELING LIBRARY

Circulation. The Traveling Library has now approximately
61,000 volumes. About 15,000 of these are in fixed groups of
fifty books cach for general reading by adults and children.

The balance consists of an open shelf or general loan collee-
tion ineluding juveniles from which selected groups on special
subjects are loaned.

Both forms of loans are made upon request from clubs and
other organizations, schools, churches and individual borrowers.
To many applications, especially from schools, not nearly the
number of books requested can be sent as the supply of suitable
books is always in a depleted state. This is especially true of
the standard books required for reading in High School work,
although these titles are duplicated many times, and the re-
quests come from schools with no town library facilities, This
indieates why the inerease in cirenlation has not kept pace with
the inerease in requests,

The number of individual borrowers desiring books both for
personal reading and study has greatly inereased during the
past two years. Many of the requests cannot be filled when re-
ceived, but reservations are made and in course of time the hook
is sent to all who wish it, though it may be several months de-
layed. For books in such great demand the period of loan is
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made one month instead of three that more people may be served
and the time of waiting shortened,

As has already been indicated the office foree for filling orders
during the past months has not been adequate to do the work
of the Traveling Library satisfactorily. It has been done but
only by extra effort on the part of a faithful few and there have
necessarily been delays in filling orders which have been very
annoying to the borrowers and in some cases the books have
been received too late to be of use.

Reference Work, As important as the direct loan of books au‘d
as large a part of the work is that done by the Reference I{l-
brarian in the supply of material to the women's elubs for their
study elub programs, the debate work with the schools and in-
dividual requests for material and information on many subjects.

This work is constantly increasing in volume many of the
inquiries requiring lengthy search through eatalogs indexes,
books and magazines to secure exactly the right material to
answer the purpose. Miss Clara Abernethy, who has ﬁ}led .the
position of Reference Librarian for the past three years is doing
exeellent work as the words of commendation which copstantly
come show, She is preparved for the work as a college an libr_a.ry
school graduate, knows books and is conscientious and pains-
taking, can command much higher salary elsewhere and. will go
elsewhere unless she can be paid more in the commission as I
have already indicated. :

The work is too heavy for ome person and requests must lie
for one or two weeks before receiving attention because of the
large number. There is great need of an assistant who will
divide her time between the reference and school work if they
are to be done in a manner satisfactory to borrowers and vyithout
obliging them to wait for books and material often until need
for them is over.

Growth. The inerease in all this work has come without effort.
Any attempt to extend or advertise the work wou!d bring an
inerease in demands far beyond the ability of the Library Com-
mission to supply. And yet there are many schools and many
people in Towa withont books or library facilities who nead them
and would use the Library Commission if they knew of it and
if its resources were adequate to supply their needs.

Study Club Oullines. The Traveling Library mni!!taim a col-
Jection of outlines and syllabi to assist study clubs in the prep-

TRAVELING LIBRARY 21

aration of their programs. The large use of these outlines shows
their value to the elubs, The outlines now number 275. Thirty-
five hundred were loaned during the past two years,

Debate Material. References covering the affirmative and nega-
tive sides of the question used each year by the High School
Debate League are selected by the Reference Librarian and ma-
terial provided in a large number of duplieates. Telp is also
given on various other debate questions coming to the reference
department.

Books for the Blind. Books in Revised Braille as well as New
York Point have been added to the collection of books for the
blind. The collection now numbers 550 divided between New
York Point and Revised Braille. Eight hundred forty.eight
books were loaned during the past two years,

Picture Collections. No large collections have been added dur-
ing the past biennium but the open colleetion of mounted pie-
tures has been enlarged. Calls for both framed and mounted
pictures and for stercoscopic views seems to justify the eontin-
uance of this department,

SUMMARY
Books added to the Traveling LIDrary..............covevvesssos 6,427
Total number of hooks In Traveling Library, July 1, 1924........ 616806
Books loaned from Traveling Library from July 1, 1922 to June
B e s v s oo s v ot s aible o wmosy v ain R L IO
n

o t1 e e e T .
Requests filled from Traveling Li
40, 1924

DETAILED STATEMENT

The total annual appropriation for the work of the Library
Commission is $12,000.00. This covers all the aetivities of the
Commission, Traveling Library, extension, traveling expenses,
ete. Inasmuch as the law provides that all accounts and expend-
itures must be aundited by the State Executive Council, the de-
tailed statement of expenditures is given in the printed records
of the couneil.

SOME THINGS TRAVELING LIBRARY BORROWERS SAY ABOUT
THE TRAVELING LIBRARY

SCHOOLS
“I feel that the books have been a great aid in the English
department of our school.”’

- T —— ——
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““With best wishes for the progress of the work that is so
really worth while to the schools and other readers of the state.”’

“I take this opportunity to thank the Library Commission for
the service rendered to the school through the book loans.””

“I thank you very much for the loan of the books that I have
borrowed from you this year. My pupils have eertainly enjoyed
reading them."’

“I hardly know what we should have done without the books
whieh I am returning today. We had orders out for them but
learned at the last minute that they could not be filled so it was
with the greatest expectancy that we turned to you.”

“TI eertainly thank you for the splendid selection ®* * * I am
sure the children will not only enjoy the books but will be
greatly benefited by them.''

““Debate material on the League of Nations for our high school
use is received. Many thanks for such prompt and efficient serv-
ice, It is of inestimable value to the sehools of the state.”’

““In another package I am mailing the book *‘ Making of Towa’’
which * * ® was just what we wanted. The youngsters certainly
enjoyed every page.'’

“T appreciate the use of these books for I am in a small school
with no town or publie library."

T eannot tell you how mueh enjoyment my fifth grade has
gotten from your books. May we have another shipment?”

“T am returning the seventh grade books. The children en-
joyed them greatly."” 7

“We people—especially those in school work—ecertainly ap-
preciate the work your department is doing and boost at every
chance. (Later.) The time is rapidly approaching when it will
be necessary for us to return the books from your library. While
these have been greatly appreeciated, they have been wholly in-
adequate to meet the demands for good literature from our pupils.

(I suppose that this is the same cry from all over the state)."’

CLUBS AND INDIVIDUALS

“‘T wish to thank you for the benefits that I have received from
the library during the past year. It certainly is a splendid
thing."” ;

““You can scarcely realize the great joy it is to my husband and
me to be able to borrow books from the Towa Library Com-
mission."’

““Your work is surely wonderful service to the Towa people.””

GIFTS TO IOWA LIBRARIES 26

“I think these free hooks are a great thing for the rural
people.*’

“I do not know what we rural people would do without the
Traveling Library."

““Thank you very much for the two reference magazines which
met my needs exactly.”’

“I want to thank you for what you sent me was just what I
wanted for the oceasion. T am so glad we have some place like
the Traveling Library when we have no refercnces at home.'"

““Accept my hearty thauks for the material sent me. You are
surely rendering a great serviee for the people of Towa."”

“Thank you for your selection and * * * all the splendid
service,"’

GIFTS TO IOWA LIBRARIES

Arnolds Park, Site for a library building from Mrs, Martin
Gates as a memorial to her husband, Mr. Oluf Gates,

Boone, 100 by the will of Mr. Louis Goeppinger—to be known
as Goeppinger endowment fund.

Codar Falls, $2,000 in tenst, the proceeds for the purchase of
books, from Mrs. Bryant, widow of Major Bryant, for many
years a member of the library board.

Cedar Rapids—€Caoe College.  $6,000 from Mrs, J. E. Joy as a
memorial to her sister, Miss Alice King, an instructor in the col-
lege for many years.

Ceaterville, §100 from the P. E. O. for the purchase of books,

Clear Lake, Memorial to Lowing S. Dorchester, being his book
fund, the interest to be used for purchase of boys' books,

Indianola—Simpson College. $500 by the will of Mrs. W. B.
Hamilton for the purchase of books.

Oskaloosa—Penn Colloge. The **Holy Experiment’ illumined
by Violet Oakley, the gift of Mrs. Maria C. Scattergood of Phila-
delphia, valued at $190,

Red Oak. $6,000 from Mrs. H. C. Lane for an addition to the
library building.
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STATISTICS OF I0WA LIBRARIES FOR 1923—ASSOCIATION AND SUBSCRIFTION LIBRARIES.

| stomver | motar: | samber|
Popula- | Year Librarinn Management volumes | number vn}umr.l hmu
Flace tion | founded ndded of loaned |
in 1923 | volumes In 1223 | per week
W 1922 | Guy J. Winslow. 0 1,000 | ' I S—.
1,007 123 | E h V. Pitts 37 &7 1,429
1,286 | L
TS| 008 Mrs. Mate Chattin =
08 1917 Pear] L. Miller 1] Gl 1,406 9 -
1,488 1000 Lib:l‘lr)' “Association 64 2,068 8,04 l-......_. s.
785 | 19 | Mrs. G, 8. Milliee -| Library 109 1,151 8,460 10 5
8,657 | 1907 | Mrs. Idn H. Rank l.ilsrary A 3| 60 m| u 2
1,588 | 18 | Gertrude A. Club i w s0| oue| 2 E
-y 1022 Mrs, Fred Miller_______.___ ... Communh.y o/ RS 1] W sl s =
@6 | 1923 | Rev. M. E, 2 Library A u s E
L] 1915 =
1,006 | 188 tl -
G55 1023 o
8,084 1573 L
1,146 1mé “
an 10 P -
w8 ! 102 T ; Chibl -7 =)
558 | 1919 | Mrs, Mae Aton Library A g | 110 251 8,78 8 =
TR S A M &4 | 13 - ! e =
Ty 480 | 1m0 Mrs. ¥, N, Wood)oo--........| Women's OClub -.__..__..__| m 3,000 8 =
R P 25 840 | 184 . Mary Fulton.—.________{ Thursday Club .| 75 2,500 8,000 4 g
290 | 1021 - Woman's Club ... L= -
1,086 107 FATY Iation . L 4 (=]
Pondn. 1,186 | 1913 | Mrs. H. P. Wykoft. Woman's Clvie Olib 290 -]
Gurden Grove.__ ... ... 6o 1mM3 ‘Hazel L. Library Associntion 0
*Gilidden 807 | 1924 | Mrs. H. W, Porter. Woman's Club ___
=l B 1ma Mrs, W. E, Library A atl bl
Grand Junetion..... 1,010 Mrs, Lettie | 23
. ) R
T 1,55 | 1805 Mrs. Eber Wilder. : Hbrlr(z Associntion ......| 5 2,040 5,125 T
‘gﬂ-—-ﬂ l.% m: Civic Club .. = = 5
T R N | i e SRR SR L & T e 0
wHull . 01 %“ J\ R‘ nar!!n loy Reouts
1 d 46 | ey Mrs. Charles Sl i 3 ... El
L RN T e | T3 | e 8. Ose J‘hrury Associntion f
Jerico (P, 0. New H ) : 19 | Willy Brueckel .. Sokdiers Union ... 12
Jesup | M2 s ven Dozen Clob. - <
K 851 016 | Mre. E. E. Sherman.. Women's Clab ... 1! 2,00 2,m3 ?
— ————— - —
N. Florenee Johmson. .. 126 o2
1 Mrs. O. C, Groves. e - = - g
X Women's Club i
Library A !
Library A | 115
1 78
1 Llhrnry Aum:luiun 5
Library Assoc T
Library Assoeiation ...... 1
llelithu;nnz TY eees 4

Library m"‘-l:li;)-l;“ SEI1 TSI
Publie bfhwi
Library A
Library A

$BINZRRRLPE NI RENAY Rs55HATTRE

ek

e E R £ 1,001

EEEEF PR R EEER

1
1 Women's Club ... = 1,50
Woman's Com. Ciub =
1 : g
1
1
1028
1 1801
m ﬁ' e
Library )\uodltlon R 75 B
] il Library Assoeintion TN e B
1,03 7 Charles City P, L.. & L
B0 1913 Library Association . 4 1,450
A 108 Woman's Club __.__ 55 =
" amlf ﬁ Library Association 5 1,128
.m :Ifl:rlry Associatio e s ol i e
- g mm L. . Club. @ e |
i 1024 Tibrary As i LW | 4|
L | e uhr-g s | “asl
L 120 Th Clut a 4 500
L] 1011 (& Inupln Sohual b | &
a3 | 1m Mennnnite smn-m Sehool 106 20 010 2
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COLLEGE AND ACADEMY LIBRARIES

Place

Cunlar Raphis,
Cllnton.
Davenport
Dtcirals

Dubugue
Falrfleld... ...
Fayelte
Forest ity
Gy

trkalsosa
Pelia
Shoux City
Btorm Lake
Waverly

Name of Library Libranian

Pritehett. .
M. Knappe
L Ve -

8t. Ambrose
Luther College i
lnl\rr-m s
Drake University . e |
Columbin College
Parsons College .
Upper lowa Uniy
Waldorf Oollege .
irianell College .

ity__.| Dora . Carter. ..

I-nl.ulu Ulark
Ag Muaud Earbs
i 'k

U
lown “uky-'a Col = enow  MeKibbin
Cornell trlwgo : seue M.lu L. FPalrbanks
Penn C . . May Hunt
Central ( nJl- ge pe - Marie G
Hnnm gnide l,olle-gr =
vista Col

. B
“ lrll i l. ol Irgr | \lln Guetzl mt

MISCELLANEOUS LIBRARIES

Cadar Rapids
Cedar Rapidds
Dmvenport

Bohemian Reading Fil-l‘lr'u't -
Town Muasonle .Tlhrnr) wee| Newton K. Parvin
Acndemy of Beences. . J. H. Pasrmann.

STATE SUPPORTED LIBRARIES

Amon. .. lown State College. Charles H. Browe
Cedar Fa lows State Teachers
gl o --| Anne 8. Puncan
Dés Moines. ... | Historical Department Alle: Marple
Des Moloes, State Library (Inchu |
s Molpes Law and Medie Johnson Brigham . o
Tiew Molpes Traveling Library Julia A. Robinson.. |
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