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GOVERNOR’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Jonx HamMminL, GOVEERNOR

INTRODUCTION

Myr. President, Mr. Speaker, Senators and Representatives of the
Forty-first General Assembly, Ladies and Gentlemen:

In taking this most solemn obligation required by our constitu-
tion and laws preparatory to assuming the duties of the office to
which the suffrage of a great commonwealth has called me, I do so
with a deep appreciation of the great responsibility imposed. The
people of Towa have been kind and generous and I desire to express
to them my sincere thanks for the high honor they have conferred
upon me. It is my desire to conduet the Governor’s office and the
management of the State’s business in a manner that will secure
the best possible results for the people of our state. In order that
this hope may be realized, it is my purpose to counsel with those
who manifest an interest in public affairs and who have the welfare
of the state at heart. I expect to seek, and secure if possible, the
benefit of the knowledge, training and experience of those who are
expert in the various departments of our state government and
who are well versed in every activity in which the state is inter-
ested. I shall look to the Divine Master for gnidance and I earn-
estly request the cooperation of all to the end that I may succeed
in giving an administration that will result in great good to our
ecitizens and in the advancing of the many interests of our state.

The Representative stands to act for those who elect him. The
people have chosen you to represent them in this Legislative Assem-
bly, with a stern mandate that your best efforts and energy and
thought shall be coneentrated, devoted and dedicated to the eom-
‘mon good. Having been privileged to oceupy a seat in the General
Assembly, I appreciate the important position of the Legislator.
May your deliberations here be pleasant and profitable; may real
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aood come as a result of your labors and may the deepest mutual
confidence exist between the Legislature and the Exeeutive De-
partment. May all our relationships be open, frank and sincere.
The true Executive will carry into effect the laws he finds npon the
statute books. The people of the state have entrusted you with
supreme authority and sovereign power to determine the character
of our laws which vitally affect their welfare. The responsibility is
grave, sacred and solemn and in the exercise of that privilege you
should bring to bear on all of your aets and deliberations, a vision
unelouded by selfishness and improper motive, Others may sug-
gest, but yon alone can act. That action should be prompted by
unselfishness and a conrageous desire to render service. A reverent
dedieation of your best self and effort to the work at hand will
result in acts reflecting credit on yourself and conferring benefit on
the eommonwealth.

1t is a matter worthy of note that our industrial and financial
skies are brightening after the disastrous economic effects of a great
war. It has been a period which has tried men’s souls, The shrink-
age of property values, and the depression of agricultural prices
have swept away in many instances the accumulated savings of a
lifetime. Finaneial problems involving the deepest concern and
gravest consequences have pressed heavily npon the people and
have cast a shadow of fear and deep anxiety upon the majority of
homes in lowa, Becanse these problems have been everywhere
present throughout America, there has developed a deep unrest in
soeiety, and in this condition of depressed hopes, disheartenment
and discouragement, the people are appealing for some kind of
help and relief. They are not quite sure that government can bring
the relief desired but they are demanding that all governmental
agencies shall render every possible help, and by all means shall
make as light as possible the burdens of taxation.

I eannot in the short time which has been allotted to me, enter
into a general discussion and present to you all of the various ques-
tions of interest to the State which it might be proper to consider
in a message to your Honorable body, but I shall refer to some of
them briefly, and recommend your careful consideration of the
splendid and thoughtful message which our retiring Chief Execu-
tive transmitted to yon Tuesday. I also wish to extend heartiest
felicitations to the retiring Governor and wish to eongratulate him
and all of his co-workers upon the splendid record made during
the past four years.
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AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS

Let us look upon the situation in agriculture in this nation,—
it is aceepted by all as the basie industry of our land, One hundred
years ago an artisan and laboring man with a trade was as inde-
pendent as the average farmer in Iowa is today, but coming with
the invention of machinery, and the development of the industrial
system of the laboring man, the artisan has passed out and become
a cog in the wheel of industry to which he belongs and the industry
has been developed, manufacturing an article, earrying it by way
of a train to its sales agency, to all the corners of the earth.

The largest group of any industry in Ameriea is that of the pro-
ducers on the farm. That is an industry as much as a factory, but
there is no homogeneity in the way of distribution of farm prod-
uets. A farmer loves his individuality and he has retained not only
the right to work upon his farm and develop what he has, but he has
insisted on marketing his products himself. The result has been a
fluctuation in prices on farm products which we do not have in
the manufactured article much to the detriment of the farmer.

We are all familiar with the fact that the farmer dumps his erop
on the market in the fall and too frequently, prices are foreed down
and then, when the farm products have all been delivered, prices
fluctuate up and down and the farmer does not get the real benefit.
Other industries do not flood the market, Their products are stored
until the demand is there to buy it. That should be the case with
the farmer, but it cannot be done when all the farmers act individ-
wally. Some way must be devised to combine their selling power
of their produets to feed the market from time to time as these
products are needed. T believe that the greatest cause of the flucu-
ation in prices of farm products today, is that there is not an
intelligent, orderly and continuous marketing during the twelve
months of the year,

In 1910 the farmers of Towa had mortgages upon their property
of about $26.83 per acre. In 1920, ten years later, they had mort-
gages on their farms to the extent of $63.19 per acre. That indi-
cates something of the trouble the farmer has experienced during
the past four years, especially following five or six years of infla-
tion and it eannot be corrected in a minute. Priee stabilization is
what is needed. The farmer, himself, through cooperative methods

must be the dominant force in the method of marketing of agri-

cultural produets and then he will become the force that will sta-
bilize the prices of his own products. Let us take stock in what
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has heen done elsewhere in regard to things produced by agricul-
tural classes and see whether or not it can be earried to a successful
conclusion in the northwest. 1 have never flagged in my interest
and faith in the proposition of cooperative, orderly marketing—
marketing of farm products in a given way by the farmer to fome
big business concern organized among the farmers themselves for
the marketing of their own products. Let not their right thereto
be given away. The artisan has passed out and becomss a cog in
the wheel of the great industry. Let not the farmer pass out and
hecome a cog in a great marketing institution which does not belong
to him. The cooperative institution will have to be made, in some
cnses, not a state proposition, but a regional and probably a na-
tional organization, T have a lot of sympathy for the farmer and
a lot of pride in the farmer and I want to tell you, gentlemen, if
there is any man in this Assembly who thinks the average farmer
in the United States wants anything but a square deal and a fair
chance, that he wants to be subsidized by the government, that he
wanis to be made to pity himself, you are mistaken. The business
of farming, gentlemen, is just as honorable as any business in the
world. T am deeply interested in trying to work out his problems.

There is a lot of talk about providing more money for the farmer ;
more eredit, Debts must be paid. What the farmers want to hear
about is not where they can borrow more money but how they can
pay what they already owe, No doubt, in some instances, you can
belp a man out of debt by lending him some more money for his
specific purpose, but generally speaking you do not get a man out
of debt by getting him in more. Cooperation in marketing erops
alone will not avail if there is no eooperation in planting. What
is the use of having an assoeiation to sell produce when the country
ig flooded. There must be cooperation in what to plant as well as
how to market. =

Throngh organization some plan must be devised by which the
producer can shorten the selling eost of marketing. This in my
Judgment is the solution of the farm problem, All investigations
will in the end lead to the same conclusion. The spread between
farm and consumer prices is the place where more money ean be
found for the farmer, and why continue to deceive him into believ-
ing he can get it from any other source. The production problem
will in the main take care of itself, and the marketing problem is
the one which needs organization. Let us study this problem and
if hecessary convert part of the agrieultural bureaus of the various

states into sales organizations. It is about time the agricultural
west did some organizing. By proper organization, farm products
conld be apportioned and distributed aecording to market needs.
Seientific marketing is in part based upon holding back part of the
supplies for release as the product is necessarily needed for con-
sumption. In order that this may be done, there must be an in-
telligent study of the problem in a seientifiec way. Faets must be
ascertained, costs of produetion determined, and suecess and fail-
ures in the past here and elsewhere should be known with seientifie
thoroughness. All the facts bearing upon balaneed produection and
economical marketing should bhe made available to the people of
Towa. The Agricultural Experimental Station has already made
some progress along this line, but their activities should be greatly
enlarged and speeded up in order to hasten the solution of these
vital questions.

This section of the country, including Towa and other states, has
been punished severely by economical conditions of the last few
yvears. It happens that this yvear some of our neighboring states
have been greatly benefited by a combination of good weather and
good markets. A big wheat erop and high prices have been a boon
to wheat growers. Territory to the south of us was not afflicted
by early frosis, and most of their corn ripened and has been put
on the market at high prices, The territory to the east and north of
us has had the benefit of more or less wide diversification of agri-
culture, including especially profitable dairy production, but Iowa
again this year, has been afflieted. This time through the failure
of the corn crop to mature. With all of these difficulties and with
the fact that they have continued in Iowa longer than in some other

‘agricultural seetions, the Iowa farmers have maintained their faith

and worked on against great odds. It truly seems that with our
great wealth of fertility and with the wonderful record of success-
ful agriculture through many years of the past, and with the fact
that the chance of unfortunate weather has been against us, it is
almost an absolutely safe prophesy to make that another year,
agrieulture in Iowa must come back to her own. The farmers of
Towa will be rewarded for the long period of toil and hardships
with normal crops and fair prices.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
The wisdom of the Fortieth General Assembly in establishing the
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Department of Agrieulture and consolidating several departments
and commissions that were operating separately and reorganizing
them under one head, has been demonstrated, The consolidation of
the departments not only has resulted in economy and efficieney
but has given due recognition to agrienlture. It was also in the
mind of the Legislature that the placing of the departments under
one head would result in the reduction of the cost of operation and
increase the service. The first year’s work under the new depart-
ment has demonstrated that the legislation aecomplished its pur-
pose. This provision of the law places common sense and business
methods in the administration of the department,

I commend to your thoughtful consideration any measure that
may have for its purpose the strengthening of the Department of
Agriculture consistent with good business efliciency.

I0WA AT THE INTERNATIONAL LIVE STOCK EXPOSITION

Towa should take pride in the winnings of the Towa State College
at the International Live Stock Expesition held in Chicago. 1In
the keenest competition open to the world and participated in by
the prominent breeders and feeders and by all the leading Colleges
of Agriculture, Iowa State College won 140 ribbons and about
$3,000.00 in prizes on its exhibit of live stock. The exhibit of live
stock from Iowa State College was the cause of muech favorable
comment from officials, judges, exhibitors and spectators at the
International. It was stated by some of the officials that the lowa

State College winnings this year on fat steers of three breeds has

never been equalled at the International Bhow.

I want also to call your attention to the winning of the Boys’
Club Stock Judging Team of Franklin County, under the leader-
ship of V. B. Hamilton, County Agent. This team was the cham-
pion at the National Dairy Show in Milwaukee and as a result of
that contest, they won highest honors in the United States in judg-
ing dairy stock. In the last three years, this honor has been taken
twice by teams from Maryland and once by a team from Illinois.
Each of these teams has been given a trip to Europe by friends in
the state who were proud of their boy representatives, and who
wanted to give them an opportunity to represent their state and
the United States in the International Live Stock Judging contest
and to study live stock and agrienltural conditions in Europe.

=

lowa cannot afford to do less. The International Live Stock Judg-
ing contest this year will be held at London in the month of June,
1925. 1, therefore, recommend that you appropriate the sum of
£5,000,00 for the purpose of defraying the expenses of this team to
Jurope.

DEVELOPMENT OF ARID LANDS

The Congress of the United States and the various Legislatures
and Farm Organizations are continuously presenting the deplorable
condition of the farmers. Yet at the same time Congress is making
appropriations for the purpose of developing arid land in compe-
tition with the agricultural lands now in existence and at the ex-
pense of an already tax burdened people, This is not a time to
incur additional public expense to bring into use additional land
throngh costly irrigation enterprises, nor is it a time to encourage
people to take up homesteads, which at the best in these days, are
on land of low productivity. The public should be relieved of the
burden of paying taxes to support these enterprises.

It would be appropriate for this Legislature and for the Legis-
latures of other agrieultural states to memorialize Congress to sus-
pend the development of irrigation enterprises and the increase of
homesteads until agrieultural conditions throughout the country
are such as to justify these new sources of food production.

HIGHWAYS :

Very substantial progress has been made in the development of
highways in the State of Towa. Beginning a few years ago with
10 organization, it was necessary to build from the bottom up, and
it is one of the most important enterprises carried on in the state.
It is not necessary here of course, to speak of the importance of
highways both from an economical and from the standpoint of the
many advantages and contributions which highways make for the
development of the State and enlarging of the opportunities in the
lives of the people. Very substantial progress has been made in the

_ state ‘in the buliding of roads sinee commencing this program.

Many miles of federal aid and state aid projects have been eom-
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pleted, but, with the completion of these and other roads that are
to be built in the future, comes additional responsibility in the way
of maintenance, and if proper maintenance of roads is not insti-
tuted, money expended for their construetion will in a large degree
be wasted. In 1921 Congress passed a bill making it mandatory
upon the states to assume the responsibility of maintaining roads
constructed through federal aid. And, as a matter of fact. the
federal law requires that proper action be taken by the several
states in this respect, or federal aid will be discontinued. What
must be done in the revision of our state primary road law in order
to meet the requirements of our federal aid road law, 1 wish to
advise you as follows:

(a) Requirements of federal qid lmw. Section 2 of the federal
aid road law provides among other things ““the term ‘state funds’
includes for the purpose of this act, funds raised under the author-
ity of the state or any political subdivision thereof, and made avail-
able for expenditure under the direet control of the state highway
department.”

Seetion 7 of the federal aid highway act provides “that before
any project shall be approved by the Secretary of Agriculture for
any state, such state shall make provisions for state funds required
each year by this act for construction, reconstruetion, and main-
tenance of federal aid highways, which funds shall be under the
direet control of the state highway department.’

Scetion 12 of the federal aid highway act provides “‘that the
construetion und reconstruction of the highways or parts of high-
ways under the provisions of this act, and all contracts, plans,
specifications, and estimates relating thereto shall be undertaken
hy the state highway departments subject to the approval of the
Secretary of Agriculture. The construction and reconstruction
work and labor in each state shall be done in accordance with its
laws and under the direct supervision of the state highway depart-
ment, subject to the inspection and approval of the Secretary of
Agriculture and_in aceordance with the rules and regulations pur-
suant to this act.”’

From the above quotations it is appareni that the federal aid
law contemplates and requires that the federal government shall
deal only with the state highway department and that the state
highway department shall have full control of the construction and

‘maintenance work on federal aid roads and the funds created
therefor by the state, so that the state highway department can deal

— il

with the federal government in a responsible eapaeity.

(b)  Requirements of our State Primary Road Lmwe. Seetion
4697 Code of 1924 provides **when the board of supervisors of any
county shall decide to begin the improvement of any division of
said primary road system * * *,

Section 4700 Code of 1924 provides “‘as soon as the approved
plans and specifications are received by the board of supervisors,
they shall proceed to advertise for bids for the construction of said
improvement,””

Section 4702 Code of 1924 provides among other things, “‘all
claims shall be * * * filed with and audited by the board of super-
visors and then forwarded to the state highway commission for
final audit and approval.”’

Section 4731 Code of 1924 provides among other things, ‘'the
board of supervisors is hereby given plenary jurisdiction subjeet
to the approval of the eouncil, to purchase or condemn right-of-
way therefor and grade, drain, gravel, or hard surface any road
or street which is a continuation of the primary read system of the
county * * *.°" )

From a reading of the above quotations from the law, it is ap-
parent that the power to construet and maintain the primary roads
in this state, is vested in the board of supervisors and not in the
state highway commission. Therein our law is in direet confliet
with the federal aid law.

(¢) Time given states to amend their laws. 1t was recognized
by members of Congress and others who were interested in the pas-
sage of the federal aid road law, that in several of the states there
would be conflicts between the federal aid law and the state laws
and that it would be necessary to allow considerable time to the
states in which to amend their state laws so as to conform with
the federal aid law. Aecordingly, Section 24 of the federal aid
law provides ‘‘that in any state where the existing constitution or
laws will not permit the state to provide the revenues for the con-
struetion, reconstruction, or maintenance of highways, the Secre-
tary of Agriculture shall continue to approve projects for said
state until five years after November 9, 1921, if he shall find that
said state has complied with the provision of this aet in so far as
its existing constitution and laws will permit.””

This is the provision of law under which we are now receiving
federal aid. In view of the conflict between our state law and the
federal aid law, the Seeretary of Agriculture will after Novamber



a1

9, 1926, have no power to approve a federal aid project in this state
and we will, therefore, after that time, cease to receive federal aid.

Summary. Briefly stated, our state law confliets with the federal
aid law in that the federal aid law requires that the construction
and maintenance of federal aid roads shall be under the direct con-
trol of the state highway department, while our state law places
the initiation of construction projects, the letting of contracts
therefor, and the maintenance of the federal aid roads, under the
direet control of the board of supervisors. In order to fully comply
with the federal aid law, we must so amend our state law as to
place the direet control of construction and maintenance work on
the primary roads, and the funds ereated therefor, under the state
highway department.

Under our state law, the primary road funds are allotted to the
counties on the basis of area. In order to comply with the federal
aid law, it is not necessary that the county allotment feature of
our law be done away with. As I understand it, we can fully
comply with the federal aid act and still continue the practice of
allotting our funds among the counties. However, such a practice
would not operate to the best advantage of the highway improve-
ments of this state. In order to secure the maximum amount of
benefit in this state from the primary road fund, we should dis-
continue the practice of allotting our funds among the counties
and should handle said funds as a single state fund for the im-
provement of the primary roads of the whole state.

I call your attention to the road plank of the Republican plat-
form adopted in July, 1924, which is as follows:

*“The people of Towa want and must have roads greatly
improved. To that end we urge the Iowa Legislature to
meet all requirements of the federal statutes for obtaining
and preserving lowa's portion of federal aid. We recom-
mmn! that the state be anthorized and empowered to im-
prove and maintain the primary roads of Iowa.”

As further bearing on this subject, and showing the attitude of
the national political parties with reference to roads and to the
continuation of federal aid for road work, I wish to say that the
platform adopted by the Republican National Convention at
Cleveland in June, 1924, contains the following :

*“The federal aid act, adopted by a Republican Congress
in 1921, has been of inestimable value in the development
of the systems of the several states and of the
nation. G';idlﬁl continnation of this policy of federal
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cooperation with the states in highway building. We favor
the construction of roads and trails in our national forests
necessary to their protection and utilization. In appro-
priations, therefore, the taxes which these lands would pay
if taxable, should be eonsidered as a controlling factor.”’

The platform adopted by the Democratic National Convention
in New York City in June, 1924, contains the following paragraph
with reference to roads:

“Improved roads are of vital importance, not only to
commerce and industry, but also the agrienlture and nat-
ural life. We call attention to the record of the Demo-
eratic party in this matter and favor continuance of
federal aid under existing federal and state agencies,”’

As a general proposition, T am not very enthusiastic about fed-
eral aid, yet to abandon federal aid in eonnection with our high-
ways at this time would be a short-sighted poliey which the people
of this state would resent and repudiate. I, therefore, urge upon
you the necessity of early action in complying with the provisions
of the federal law in reference to maintenance of highways.

During the past two years construction work on the primary
road system has proceeded at such rate that the funds available
were not sufficient to meet the construction costs as they became
due. The special assessment feature of the primary road law
should be done away with and all assessments which have been
levied against adjacent and abutting property for the paving of
primary roads should be refunded. Whenever the traffic on a road
becomes so heavy that paving is required, the improvement of such
road i8 a community problem and not an individual one. The
present primary road fund is not sufficient to maintain the primary
road system and at the same time finance a primary road construe-
tion program that should be followed. Additional revenue from
some source must be provided. It is believed that the most prac-
tieal source for such additional revenue would be through the levy-
ing of a tax on gasoline. Roads must be built and maintained.
That costs money. The money must be raised by some form of
public license or taxation. Years ago it was just and proper to
raise all road funds by a general property tax on the farms and
homes. TIn the days of horse drawn vehieles, it was a farm to mar-
ket highway, used almost solely by the neighbors and paid for by
the neighbors by general property tax. Today, with the automo-
bile, the motor truck and bus, the road is mot a neighborhood or
town road, but a county, a city, a state, a national highway, used
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by everybody from everywhere. Under these changed conditions,
with the general property tax at a prohibitive point, it is simply
common sense and common fairness to say that the people who
use the roads and get most of the benefits from them, the motor
vehicle owners, should pay a share of the eost, Gasoline nused for
agricultural and industrial purposes should be exempted from the
tax. There are thirty-six states which have a gasoline tax at this
time. The gasoline tax is not a sales tax. Its purpose is not to
raise money by tax on sales, but to raise it by tax on road use.

A law of this character would force motorists, who are the prin-
cipal users of gasoline to pay a tax as nearly as may be in propor-
tion to their use of the public roads. In keeping with this idea,
the funds should be segregated from other funds of the state for
the use of the state and local highway agencies in building and
maintaining the publie roads,

A program which contemplates the issuing of a lirge bond
issue at this time for highway purposes should receive your very
careful and thoughtful consideration before its adoption. T
personally question its advisability.

Assuming that there could be placed to the credit of the pri-
mary road fund, which includes antomobile license fees, federal
aid revenue and one-third of the funds derived from a proposed
gasoline tax of two cents per gallon, these three factors will
vield an estimated total annual sum of $11,500,000.00 for the
primary road fund, and from three to three and one-third million
dollars additional funds for county roads.

1t costs the people no more to raise a fund to be used entirely
for road building than to raise a fund to be used partly for road
building and partly for paying the interest on bonds. [ am
inclined to the opinion that the eitizens of Iowa wonld feel more
kindly to a gasoline tax or any other special method of raising
road funds if assured in advance that the funds would not be
diverted to other purposes than building roads.

‘We must improve Towa roads and the work should be carried
on as rapidly as possible consistent with the ability of the people
« to pay. Large obligations that are a burden and excessive, ought
to be guarded against by the public the same as by individuals.

OUR STATE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

We' take pride in our public system of edueation, because of
the high rank which our public sehools and institutions of higher

-

learning have attained among those of the nation. The high
average intelligence and morality of our people is very gratifying
and commendable. Good as these conditions are, lowa must keep
in the forefront of eduecational progress. Advantages of a gen-
eration ago cannot meet the needs of the present time and to a
lesser extent the needs of generations to come,

The present is a eritical period in the history of education. It
requires wisdom, courage, and vision in order that progress may
be made. We are familiar with the faet that there developed a
period of extravaganee in 1919-1920. Costs went up by leaps and
bounds. We are far from being established on a basis fair to all
industries end sorts of serviees rendered. Taxes likewise ad-
vanced until they have become a burden almost greater than the
people can carry. There should be cooperation in careful ex-
penditures for all public purposes ineluding those for the sup-
port of education. Nevertheless, the solution of the tax-problem
should be accomplished without detriment to the efficiency of
our schools. Are not our country children and rural folks gen-
erally entitled to just as good educational, social and recreational
opportunities as provided anywhere in the State? There should
be mo favored classes as far as educational opportunity is con-
cerned.

There is urgent need of training of workmen in the trades and
industries, whose ranks are fast being depleted. The searcity of
skilled labor is becoming alarming, especially in the building
trades. At a meeting of the Ameriean Construction Couneil held
in New York City, October 2.3, 1924, the most brilliant contribu-
tion of the session was the address of Dr. Prosser, Director of
the Dunwoody Industirial Institute of Minneapolis, on the sub-
joet: ““The Necessity for Proper and Adequate Teaching Mate-
rial in the Training of Apprentices.”” Dr. Prosser said, ‘‘In the
Building Trades, we are today not training enough young men
to take the place of twenty-five per cent of the death rate alone,
to say nothing of those who retire from old age, accident, ete.”’
The avenues for training of future workmen should not be closed.
Either the system of apprenticeship should be revived and the
apprentice given a fair ehance to learn his trade, or classes and
schools of a praetieal and technieal character should be encour-
aged by the state for the preparation of tradesmen.

It is worthy of note that the extended use of the school plant
for community activities is gaining ground rapidly. This is right.
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There is a distinet advantage in having buildings and grounds,
taxing areas, and a population included in the distriet, suffieient
to suecessfully carry out well organized programs for commnn-
ity enjoyment and betterment. The matter that transcends all
other questions affecting the welfare of our people is the power
of education and community activities to touch the life of every
individual in a helpful and wholesome way and that makes a
place a good one in which to live.

The extension service of our state colleges and university
should be utilized to the fullest extent, thus carrying the supe-
rior training offered by these institutions to those unable to at-
tend college.

The office of school treasurer should be abolished and pro-
vision made authorizing the eounty treasurer to pay all warrants
drawn on school funds, It is a useless office and waste of the
people’s money.

Our schools and colleges should be divorced from political in-
fluences. Politieal affilintion should not be considered in the
selection of school administration officials. To this end, the office
of State Superintendent of Publie Instruction should be classified
with the heads of our state colleges and State University. I,
therefore, recommend that the State Superintendent of Publie In-
struetion should be selected by the State Board of Education.

The State Board of BEdueation has been perplexed, if not be-
wildered, at the inereasing complexity of the problem that con-
fronts it. At the beginning of each biennium it was thought that
the peak of attendance had been reached, but the number of
students attending high school and college constantly increases.
Only a few years ago, the total attendance at Towa high schools
was 35,000. Two years ago it was 85000. Today it is probably
somewhere between 85,000 and 100,000 An inereasing number
of high school graduates are entering our colleges annually.

It has been suggested that the attendance at our institutions
of higher education be limited in numbers because of lack of
accommodations and cost of maintenance. I, for one, believe that
an opportunity should be afforded every young person in our
state to attend eollege who desires to do so.

The State Board of Education was ereated to eo-ordinate our
institutions of higher learning and to_make them cooperating
units in a well thought out system of higher edneation for the
state of Towa. This co-ordination should be done in a statesman-
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like manner, and if earried out to a suceessful conclusion, would
result in a piece of educational work gratifying to all concerned.
Institutional pride, selfishness, and sentimentalism should mnot
dominate the management of our state institutions. This was in
the mind of the legislature which created our present plan of one
board for all of our institutions of higher learning. The Board,
after their appointment, made an honest, painstaking effort to
put that purpose into effect, but outside influences induced the
(General Assembly without any effort to compromise, to reverse
itself, which in effect was an order to maintain the status quo.
Avoidable duplications undoubtedly still exist, that in the in-
terest of economy, as well as educational efficiency ought to be
remedied and another attempt should be made to carry out the
original purpose for which this Board was created. w5
Our publie schools and eolleges are the most democratic insti-
tutions we have. People from all elasses and walks of life may
meet hore on a common basis. The publie schools, the state col-
leges, and the State University form a grand series of terraces
of educational opportunity which should be supported liberally
in order that none who seek entrance therein shall be deprived
of the most efficient training possible within the financial ability
of the people to reasonably provide. The best preparation ‘our
state and nation can foster in the making of citizenship is a
sound body, a clear mind, a pure heart, ability to do something
well, and faith in the love promulgated by the Prince of Peace.

IOWA COLLEGE FOR THE BLIND

I want to call your special attention to the work that is being
done at the Towa College for the Blind. The state is doing a
splendid work at this institution but it is somewhat nPIli‘?mi .h,\'
reason of the fact that the boys and girls leaving the institution
lose their way because there is no friendly hand to guide them
from day to day. Blindness forces a barrier that a man or woman
finds it most difficult to overcome. Only the most courageous
strike out boldly and undertake to pass over those barriers alone ;
many, very many, see nothing but failure ahead. The blind need
the friendly guidance of the eyes; our whole social fabric is
built up with the idea that there are eyes to guide. ow'

Phe state should do something to improve the eondition of
our boys and girls when they leave school. They should be



helped to situations and occupations. I know that there are those
who will argue that we are making sufficient provision for the
adult blind in the possibility of the county pensions, but the self-
respecting blind would rather be self-supporting without the pen-
sion, if that were possible, and surely the maximum granted
would searcely support a man or woman in deceney without
other means of support. To my mind wherever the state ean
make a man or woman self-sustaining, they are making a better
eitizen and sueh person’s relationship to soeiety and to the state
and nation is greatly improved.

IOWA CHILD WELFARE COMMISSION

In November, 1923, my predecessor in office named an lowa
Child Welfare Commission to examine into the experience of
more than thirty states of the Union in handling the problem of
the handicapped child, those who are dependent, neglected or
delinquent, as well as the feeble-minded and illegitimate. It is.a
movement nation-wide which has for years engaged the best
thought and trained research of the nation. Standards have been
worked out and there is available for our guidance and instrue-
tion the experience of many states, beginning with the work of
the Ohio Commission in 1911,

The lowa Commission, the members of which have served with-
out pay, was granted an appropriation at the extra session of
last year to cover its expenses. The members of the Commission
are men and women known throughout the state, and well fitted
to give this important subject the study it deserves. They have
spent a year in surveying the conditions in the state, in consulta-
tion with judges, social workers; probation officers and others,
inviting suggestions, gathering case material, surveying the popu-
lation of the state juvenile homes, examining the laws of other
states and the work of like commissions.

The Commission has, pursuant to directions in the aet covering
its expenses, prepared and placed in our hands its printed report,
embodying the legislation which it recommends for enactment,

1 earnestly urge your careful examination of this report. It
comes from a body of men and women whose devotion to the
social well-being of the state will no more be questioned than

will their fitness by experience and training to present a sane
and efficient program for our consideration.

A study of the report of this Commission must convince the
most skeptical that considerations both economic and humane
demand that lowa move forward with the long procession of
American states taking advantage by legislation of the best
methods in this important field.

I would bring to your favorable consideration the legislation
recommended by the Commission. It is largely based upon the
experience of sister states in the Mississippi Valley and legisla-
tion already in snccessful operation. In brief it covers provision
for official contact by the state through a trained executive in
and under the Board of Control, with the handicapped childhood
of the state; the licensing of child placing and child caring per-
sons or institutions, for the protection of the child, the foster
parent and the state; the licensing of maternity homes for like
reasons; the permissive ereation of local welfare boards for bet-
ter investiagtion of all cases of poor relief or commitment of
children to state institutions; the requirement of judicial sanc-
tion in cases of adoption as is already done in all other states in
the Union save Louisiana; the machinery for better administra-
tion of the law governing mothers’ pensions, in aid of the courts
and to protect against imposition; provision caleulated to better
inform the state as to its feeble-minded and for custody in cer-
tain eases: and amendment to the marriage law with a view to
preventing issuing lieenses to persons who are or have been in
the custody of the Board of Control under guardianship for
mental defects or in institutions for the insane or feeble-minded.

The Commission presents its proposals as an interlocked pro-
gram, each measure requiring study in the light of, and as linked
to, its sister bills. T invite your special attention to this feature of
a report which I find satisfaction in commending to your most
favorable consideration, The cause; that of the unfortunate
childhood of the state, is one of the most sacred in our keeping
and can but appeal to the most humane impulses of our people.

CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

There is now pending an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States to vest in the federal government power con-
eurrent with that of the states to limit and prohibit the labor of



children under cighteen years of age, which will be submitted to
you for ratification,

All admit a workless childhood would be a calamity—nobody
proposes any such thing; that is not the purpose or effect of
child labor legislation, either state or federal,

Some oppoesition has arisen in the minds of farmers, Every
student of rural child-labor problems knows that prohibition
and regulations properly applicable to Industrial employment
would be impracticable with regard to the home farm. We find
the American home farm of today an excellent environment.
However, greed and avarice should not be permitted to ex-
ploit the labor of children to their injury and to the hurt of the
commonwealth. Invariably, where we have child labor, we find
it is the eause of ignorance and poverty, The publiec conscience
of many of the states revolted against the exploitation of children.
By the approval of this amendment, you do not seek to legislate—
you simply eonfer upon Congress the power to legislate, eon-
currently with the states. The amendment would not limit
child labor. It simply vests in Congress the power to limit or
prohibit conformably with the dictates of publie conscience and
the needs of the public welfare, Where we find ehild labor,
we find illiteracy. If it exists in one section of the eountry, its
results will reach every other seetion of the ecountry. If Con-
gress is not empowered by constitutional amendment to act,
the evil will eontinue to grow. The only recourse open is to
amend the Constitution, for the sake of the children who will be
driven into the industries of the country to their own injury,
The children of America must be conserved. If we would pre-
serve America and inerease the honors we wear, it is our duty
to see that no child shall be born without hope. To do this,
we must preserve the birthright of every child in this land, thus
making it impossible to buy or sell it for a pittance. We must
protect property but the children of America are worth more
than property.

The ratifieation of this Amendment will be in the interest of
humanity.

STATE PARKS

The progress that has been made toward econserving nature’s
beauty tracts for state parks is worthy of much commendation.

It is well that these tracts be preserved as far as possible in their
natural eondition for their real seenic value and as the habitats
for the native plants and animals. Many of these spots of land
are useless for other purposes. They will become more and more
interesting to tourists and to students of natural science. They
have an aesthetie and ethical value that no state should ignore.

TAXATION

During the last few years we have heard frequent complaints
as to the burden of taxation. While they have come from all
parts of the community, the most vociferous have been those of
the farmers, who contend that they are over-taxed in comparison
with other classes of the community. As far as the weight of
federal taxation is concerned, there is probably little truth in
the contention. The taxes which have been bequeathed to us
by the great war are composed in great measure of taxes on
incomes and earnings; with the eomparative paueity of great in-
comes among farmers, our system of graduated taxation falls
primarily on the wealthy business men and the large property
owners. The situation is, however, very different in the case of
state and loeal taxation which is imposed primarily upon prop-
erty. It is here that the chief complaints as to inequality are
urged. What, then, is the solution of the difficulty? All sorts
of cure-alls have been proposed. Fortunately, the farmer turns
a deaf ear to most propositions. The single tax propaganda, for
instance, is much less effective in the United States than it was
a generation ago; and the propoesition to put the entire weight
of taxation upon land naturally does not appeal to the farmer,

On the other hand the farmer has turned his thoughts toward
making the general property tax more effective. He argues that
since personal property slips out of the assessment list a-ud .then
escapes its proper burdens, the way to remedy the sitnation is to
enforee the general property tax more rigidly by a listing system
and thus to lighten his own burden. This is where the farmer
makes his mistake. He is attempting the impossible. He cannot
bring personal property back into the assessment lists by legis-
lation. The tax system is always the consequence of a gene'ral
economie system. Under the economie changes that are taking
place in this country, with the transition from tangible to in-
tangible personality, it is impossible to keep personal property
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in the assessment list. The sole result of more rigid laws designed
to effeet this end, is to inerease not revenue but eoncealment and
perjury. This has been the universal history of mankind. What
is taking plaece in the United States today has oceurred in every
other civilized country, England, Germany, France and Italy
have long since—in some ecases generations ago—relinquished
the effort to impose a tax on personal property. Everywhere in
the world, with the exception of the United States, the general
property tax has been abandoned as the prineiple source of
revenue. Any effort made by the farmer to tax mortgages or to
assess intangible personality, will only reaet upon himself by
making the situation worse instead of better. What, then, is the
way out? We must do exactly what the European countries have
done. We must induee the great mass of American common-
wealths as they become more and more industrialized to abandon
the general property tax and supplementing it by taxes on per-
sonal incomes and business earnings. Instead of attempting to
impose prohibitive and impossible rates on intangible personality,
the attempt was made to reach the non-agricultural sources of
wealth by giving up property as the eriterion of wealth and
substituting taxes on profits and on carnings, The business man
should aceept the income tax because it recognizes that his prop-
erty is measured more accurately by his profits under an income
tax than by the amount of his stock in trade under a property
tax. The public would find that a tax on earnings would reach
the immense c¢lass of professional earnings which are entirely
exempt under a general property tax. Under this plan, we
would find that the tax on business incomes would be paid
primarily in the towns and eities where business is carried on
rather than in the country. The tax should be moderate so as
not to unduly inerease the burden already imposed by the federal
government. ;

The farmer is over-taxed. Under actual conditions in most
parts of the United States he bears an unequal and unjustifiable
burden. But the remedy in the sitnation lies in aceommodating
the tax system to a changed and modern economic system.

Our tax laws should be revised. One only needs to study the
system in some of the other states to be convinced that many
of our laws are antigune. We have laws that were passed in 1853
and 1858. These laws are still in our statutes. We have made
progress and have outgrown this system. The commission ap-
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pointed by the Thirty-ninth General Assembly to study the tax
question did a splendid work and I commend to your thoughtful
consideration the report of this Commission.

The people of Towa feel that something should he done along
this line, and T trust that you will give the subject your carcful
consideration and thus solve a problem which has been pressing
for attention in Iowa for some time.

TAXATION REDUCTION

Public sentiment is strong against excessive federal taxation
and many think it was a decisive influence in many states in the
late election. Tt is, however, remarkable with what submissive
subjection the tax paying populations of American cities shell
out their cash for local taxes. The National Industrial Confer-
ence Board declares both state and loeal taxes are assuming
dangerous proportions, along with constantly inereasing indebted-
ness. While the national indebtedness is being continuously
reduced under pressure of public opinion and good government,
exaetly the contrary condition exists in the eities, counties and
states of the union. In twelve years the indebtedness of these
political units has increased from $3,822,000,000 to $10,500,-
000,000, In two years, (since 1922) this local indebtedness has
increased approximately $2,000,000000 in the face of necessity
for retrenchment. In Iowa, about ten cents out of every dollar
of taxes colleeted is under the control of the legislature. Whereas,
ninety per cent out of every dollar is controlled by the county,
municipal and school boards. If taxes are running rampant, the
expenses should be curtailed until the price of labor and the
price of material comes down. T think the time is nearly at hand
when we will have to put a halt to these bond issues which onr
children will have to pay ard adopt the motto ‘pay as you go.’
National sentiment applauds and praises their huge reduction in
federal indebtedness and taxation and carries its desire through
by defeating those who would inercase taxation, or even leave it
as it is at present. Cities, counties and states show no disposition
to punish and retire from office those who are adding enormously
to local taxation and indebtedness. As Mark Twain said of the
weather, *“The extravagance of lecal government that has its
bands in the pockets of citizens is something everybady com-



plains of, but nobody does anything abont.” Yot the people have
the same potent weapon to stop the exeessive 'wosts of their local
governments that they have to foreo economies whieh are nutional
~—the Ballot,

Tax reduction ean only result if revenues are kept whead of
expenditures.

There should be an intelligent administration of all depart-
ments of government which will result in eeonomy and effleioney
to the end that taxes may be redured, and every dollar spent in
& publio wiy should buy as much for the public as though it was
the dollar of an individual. Neodless or unnecessary smployves
or machinery must be eliminated. Departments of government
must Keep within their budget if we are going to reduce taxes.
The heads of various departments instead of fighting for larger
shares in the tax money, should do their very best to gee which
one could make the best showing in lis department for the money
allotted thereto, and all employees should cooperate in seving
how far they ean make their department appropristions go. It
isn't how mueh money a department has to spend that eounts.
It is what is done for the taxpayers in return for the money ex-
pended. Of course, it would be fine if each department had all
the money they think they need for the proper maintenanee of
their department. But there isu't that mueh money in the world,

The greatest need of all is  definite and well considered plan
of administration that will reduee oosts and fucrease efiiency;
that will forward the wark of internal improvements, and will
give the taxpayers one hundred eents worth of serviee for every
dollar they pay in the shape of taxes. The people are not demand.
ing the impossible ; they are demanding a busi dministeati
for the benefit of the whole state instead of a politieal adminis-
tration fonnded on o desire to advance some individual s political
fortune. Let us work together hurmonionsly and with & single
purpose of meeting as far 45 humanly possible the desires of (he
people, to confer great bevefits upon the state at large. They
do not expeet us to do more and we eannot do less and be true
to the commission given us

BUDGET LAW

The wisdom of n Budget Law for the United States hns bosn
demonstrated during the past few yeurs. lowa has followed in the
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fi ps of the | gover and today bas a Budget Law,
It hus met with eonsiderable opposition but its worth and value
to the taxpayer is beeoming more and more apparent, As one
writer has said A Budget Law is a notice to the public to take
personal interest in the public business; it is a notice to the offies
holder that the public is watehing and demanding honesty and
efficieney. It ia o notice to contractors that their bids must be on
the square and their work done in the best manner possible,”” The
valug of the Budget Law is proven. It places the affairs of the
state on a busivess basis. Oue people roalize the necessity of hav.
ing a tax program that is based upon the earning eapucity of the
taxpayers. This is assured under the operation of the Budget Law.

Let me impress upon you the necessity of economy in the ex-
penditure of all publie funds.

BANKB

One of the difficult problems of this period is the handling, safe.
guarding and salvaging of the assets of the olosed banke The
fuilures in most eases have been due to the fact that moneys have
been loaned o exees of the limit fixed by the statute. The banker,
in many cases, did not seem to care where he gol his monay, how
long he would have ity or to whom he loaned it The banking la_m
sbould be amended limiting loans to relatives, and officers, provid-
ing for mare strict examinations of banks, and for a personal lia-
hility of all officers connected with the making of an exowss loan,
or loan in the probibited class, for the benefit of the depositors for
the amount in excess of the limit fixed by statute—or loan pro-
hibited.

The Legislature acting throngh the Thirty-first Gencral Assem-
bly passed & statote providing that when any person, partnership,
company of corporation, which of eourse would include banks, gors
into the hands of & ressiver, publie funds in thhnt‘hd-lt
receiver shall be entitled to preference and shall be paid prior to
the elsims of general depositors, This law is neither equitable nor
just. Particularly, when you take into eonsiderntion the fact that
bouds are required for these deposits and the state suporvises the
conduct of the banks. The law results in freeing bonding com-
panies from lishility after they have taken fees from the publio
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for guaranteeing to protect deposits, This law should be repealed
as one of the first acts of the Legislature.

CREDIT .

Our farmers and business men are entitled to a relief from ex-
cessive interest rates. There are country banks that are paying
five, six and seven per cent for money on certificates of” deposit.
Where do they get it? From the rich farmer and others. Then
they loan it to the poor farmer at eight per cent. These interest
rates must be reduced. There is no reason why the country banks
should pay these rates of interest. 1t is the business of the country
bank to cooperate as well as the farmer. Get together and reduce
the rates you are paying on certificates of deposit and correspond-
ingly reduce the rates to the borrower.

I recommend to the Banking Department that they adopt a rule
requiring all banks that pay more than five per cent on deposits
to carry such obligation as a loan instead of a deposit.
CONSOLIDATION OF BOARD OF PAROLE WITH BOARD OF CONTROL

Under the Towa law we have a Board of Control and also a Board
of Parole, consisting of three members on each Board. The Board
of Control has general charge of the penitentiary and refermatory,
furnishes the prisoner work, looks after his health, regulates his
employment and compensation, sees that he is fed wholesome and
nourishing food, looks after his property if he has any, but has
nothing to do with paroling the prisoner. The Board of Parole
has charge of paroling the prisoners from the penitentiary and
reformatory only. The Board of Control has charge of the paroling
of the prisoners in the woman’s reformatory, also the paroling of
boys from the Training School at Eldora, and the girls from the
Training School at Mitehellville,

I am convinced that there is a great deal of duplieation of work
between these Boards. 1In the office of the Board of Control, there
is a complete history kept of each prisoner in the penitentiary and
reformatory. I understand the Board of Parole also keeps a com-
plete history of each prisoner. There is a secretary and complete
organization for each of these Boards maintained at the State
House. Why this duplieation? In my opinion, this is wholly
unmecessary.

There is also duplication in work in other ways. For instance,
M'Bnlddcmmhmdndbthwinlpeﬁthepenhentm

-

and reformatory at least twice each year. It oceurs at various
times that the Control Board and the Parole Board are at these
institutions at the same time. This work could just as well be
done by one Board.

Why not abolish the Board of Parole and have the work taken
over by the Board of Control? 1 think it wounld be advisable to add
an additional member to this combined Board, which in my opinion,
should be a woman. I am convinced from my study and investi-
gation of this matter in Towa and in other states, that the work of
these two Boards can be done by one Board without impairing the
efficiency of this important work.

EMPLOYMENT OF PRISONERS AT THE PENITENTIARY AND
MEN'S REFORMATORY

The last session of the Legislature extended the right of the
Board of Control to July 1, 1927, fo make contracts for the employ-
ment of prisoners confined to the state institutions, These men
must be employed not alone in the interest of the state, but in the
interest of the men themselves. Advanced social conscience de-
mands that the first requirement of penal institutions shall aim
at the maximum charaeter improvement of its inmates. To this
endl, prison idleness is unthinkable, but I believe care and study
ean devise some proper measure both of eduncational training and
of prison employment the produection of which shall be devoted
primarily to State use and not for general sale. Every effort
should be made to adopt prison made production to the necessity
of the State’s own mnse and it would be particularly unfair to
private industry to unnecessarily compete with State goods which
are the production of involuntary labor. The condition as to the
employment at this time is not the fault of the present management
of our institutions, for it requires legislative appropriations to cor-
rect this situation by providing equipment for other means of em-
ployment. The responsibility for the continuance of this eondition
at the penitentiary or men’s reformatory rests squarely upon the
members of this Legislature. I trust that the Legislature, the Board
of Control and those interested in prison welfare, as well as all
forms of outside industry will unite in order to formulate a prac-
tieal program of enlightened prisoner treatment witht_mt under-
mining the spirit of resourcefulness in private enterprise.
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EQUAL RIGHTS

The women are to be highly commended and complimented on
the thorough-going interest which they are taking in publiz affairs
and the careful and conscientions consideration they are giving to
problems of the State and Nation. They have become students of
government and where they have been appointed to publie posi-

tions, both in the state and in the nation, they have rendered a =

ﬂpl(‘ll(llid account of their stewardship. 'There have been but few
exve:phuns where women offieials have failed to render efficient
serviee,

I urge that you do not overlook the importanee of the adoption of
the Amendment to the Constitution removing every discrimination
there existing against the enjoyment by women of every right and
privilege now possessed by man.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

) A‘II our laws must he impartially enforced, not only as between
mflm'dual offenders, but among the laws violated, As long as cer-
tain {wtn are made criminal under the laws of our state or country
!he vuglaior should be prosecuted for the erime committed and pun:
mbe{l i accordance with law, whether the eriminal be a buarglar,
a thief or a bootlegger. There has been a tendeney on the part nE
our people to wink at violations of the prohibition law, and to
regard such violations as less eriminal than the breach of ol:her laws
on our statute books, and if that spirit is to continue, it is bound
to :rumlt in a weakening of character and a lowering of state and
national ideals. The Attorney General has called my attention to
some di_meultias in connection with the enforcement of the laws
against intoxicating liquors and these laws should be strengthened
whenever necessary to the end that we will have prohibition in
!ut,uwellu'&nname. One of these is the law relative to the
abatement of nnisances and the requirement upon eonviction that
an order of abatement be entered. I also call your attention to
the !aet that in re-writing the liquor laws, the old presumption that
m o!.lqnor was presumptive evidence of intent to sell was
left out. This should be restored as its absence has made it difficult
ﬁn;:h‘:‘(ioj:nty At::mm of the state in the enforcement of the law.
going 1o permit a minority,mmmmtwgnmud'
tontuaobediemwnyl_aw except as meets with their appuwll:
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we will find very soon that democracy is a failure, self-government
impossible, and our boasting of liberty but a mockery.

There should be thorough cooperation between the state and the
federal government for a rigid and continuous enforeement of the
laws against intoxicating liquors and habit-forming drugs, and 1
would urge upon yvou that you enact whatever legislation that may
be required to insure full cooperation and thorough-going enforve-
ment of these laws, as well as all other laws on our statute books

Our eriminal laws are being violated daily. 1 sometimes wonder
whether those charged with the enforcement of the law are using
all of the up-to-date means within their power to apprehend erim-
inals. The use of the automobile has given us the traflic violator
and has given the eriminal a means of escape before unknown.
The eriminal is quick to adopt all of our modern methods and keeps
pace with the development. Our officers charged with the en-
forcement of the law should likewise avail themselves of overy
means of apprehending eriminals, and unnecessary delays in our
courts and technical defenses should be eliminated in order that we
may have a strict enforcement of all laws, thus building a sentiment
of respect for the obedience thereof, and safeguarding the citizen
against the lawlessness of the eriminal. The greatest aim of govern-
ment as Gladstone put it *‘is to make it as easy as possible to do
right and as havd as possible to do wrong."’

Let us a8 individual eitizens keep in mind our responsibility for
law enforeement and observance of our laws, remembering that
the foundation of all law and order lies in the greatest of American
institutions—the Home. 1t is the base upon which the whole strue-
ture of society rests, being the most sacred place of all things
earthly. If the law of the home is not properly enforced, the laws
outside of the home will be hroken.

The shirking of individual responsibility is already showing
results, and if permitted to continue will divert and render un-
available to the community the orderly and just administration of
the law.

The Government and the law need the participation in public
affairs of all of our people to the end that they may have con-
fidence in the Governmdnt and the law. No state or nation ean live
unto itself alone. Like the indivdual it is part and parcel of the
world, and every individual and every state must take up the
burden of seeing to it that there is good government and that
there is wide participation in governmental affairs on the part
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of all the people. When all is said and done, life eonsists not in
what we may gain for ourselves from a commereial standpoint,
but, in the service we render to the people of the state and of the
world.

Awaken publie interest upon the part of all the people. Con-
vinee them that the Government is what they make it, and that
they need to serve national purposes, rather than those of any-
particular section or group, and you will lay a foundation for
confidenee in governmental agencies. Let justified confidence
prevail among our people. Legislation should be the untrampled
and truly expressed will of the people.

To the accomplishment of these ends, I ask your assistanee,
and 1 beseech that such assistance be made manifest with a
devotion to the acecomplishment of results with a econsistency
like unto that of the North-Star, of whose true, fixed and lasting
quality there is no fellow in the firmament.

“There is a spirit that works for the common good, that places
the interests of the many above that of the few. Such a spirit
promotes true happiness, adds fulness to life and living. Tt is
an attribute to all suecess, It is service,'’

‘We must be persistent in our ideals to the end that we may be
consistently excellent at all times. The demands upon true
womanhood and manhood are no less strenuous mow than they
have been in the past to protect innmocence and punish erime.
Our constitution and laws are being defled in many quarters
today. There is need of real moral stamina. The world never
stood in greater need of it than it does today., We must not
permit contempt for law to grow. We must cheek the pre-
vailing lust for what are called pleasures of life and the dis-
regard of the rights of others. We must not permit selfishness to
continue to dominate such a large mass of humanity. To do this
is to permit the entering wedge which may eventually destroy
the principles of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness for the
children of this great Republic. We must place our faith in God.
‘We must beeome the ehampion of the sehool and of the law.
These are our duty, but what a mighty privilege it is. To faith
in God and to edueation must we look’ for betterment of the
comditions existing today. A realization of the situation will
make us all better and more construetive citizens.
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