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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

L5 Des Moines, lowa, February 15, |
‘Hon. N. E. Kexvavx, Governor of fowa:

Sir :=—In compliance with the provisions of law I have the
to submit herewith the twelfth annual report of the affairs
office covering the period beginning January 1, 1922, an
December 31, 1922, both dates included.

r J. A. Tracy, State Fire Mars
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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT STATE FIRE MARSHAL

For the year 1922,'5,553 fires were reported to this office
a loss of $10,151,011. The property involved in these fires was
valued at $63,000,000. .

This is an increase of 784 fires and an increase of $542,866 logs
over 1921. -

There were 447 adjoining fires (which are included in the 5553)
totalling a loss of $1,310,716. The 447 fires caught from the rooms
or place where the first fire originated.

The per capita fire loss in the state of lowa during 1922 was $422,
which is an increase of 23 cents over 1921.

During the year 1922, twelve fires occurred in each of which the
loss exceeded $90,000 as follows:

Jan.

FEEgEaEEee?

BORRL i oo e s T el s LR $2,169,656
There were also fourteen (14) fires during 1922 in each of which
the loss exceeded $50,000, totalling a loss of $953,313. The lossin
these twenty-six (26) fires combined was $3,122/972. :
This increase of loss is no doubt due to inflated values and the
readjustment period we have been passing through. Another cause
for this increased number of fires and losses may be on accountof
the rapid increase of fire producing agencies, such as gasoline
electricity, both of which should be better controlled by state reg
lations.

There has been a general increase of loss in other states as well
as in Jowa, and Towa has not suffered in proportion to what
other states have suffered. The Committee on Publicity and Ed
tion claims there is on an average of five (5) schoolhouse
each day of the school year, and five (5) church fires each day of
the year in the United States. Towa is more fortunate in thisre

spect than other sl:u?s. In 1922, there were thirty-eight (38
schoolhouse fires totalling a loss of $115,257, and thinv-iﬂr ((34_)}
church fires totalling a loss of $164,703, ’

A glance at the record of fires from sparks and defecti
should interest the people in the non-combustible roofs md“l:z

Deaths By Fire: In 1922 there were 92 deaths reported as the
direct result of fire, of which number 32 were women and 40 were
children.

In 40 cases fatal to life, gasoline or coal oil was involved. In 11
cases persons were burned to death as the result of bonfire care-
lessness.

Fourteen (14) persons lost their lives in burni buildings, the
origin of the fires being unknown, i

The Committee on Publicity and Education claim there are about
15,000 people killed and 50,000 injured each year in the United States
as a direct result of fire and Towa contributes on an average of more
than 100 each year.

Tables Numbered I, 11 and 111 in the back of this report will give
you detailed information showing the number of fires, loss by coun-
ties, kinds of structures, and causes of the various fires reported.

Tables Numbered IV and V will give you the names of the cities
and towns in which inspections were made as well as the counties in
which suspicious fires were investigated.

A COMPARISON OF THE LOSSES IN NINETEEN LARGEST CITIES
IN TOWA IN 1921 AND 1922
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The following tables will give you the loss by months, the kind
Mmiaﬂrkhlhe;wnmhrolﬁuw‘ndda
causes of the greatest number of fires.
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A COMPARISON OF FIRE LOSSES BY MONTHS FOR 1821 AND
—1822—
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TORRIE oo orvssivesassonove 4,769 $9.608,145 5,563 $10,151011

STRUCTURES IN WHICH THE GREATEST NUMBER
B = OF FIRES OCCURRED.

CAUSES OF THE GREATEST NUMBER OF FIRES
No. Fires

STATE FIRE MARSHAL v
INVESTIGATIONS

During the year 1922, 224 cases were investigated by this depart-
ment. There were 36 cases involving 53 persons submitted to the
county attorneys which resulted in 18 indictments, 10 confessions,
one deported (insane), 6 ignored by the Grand Jury, 7 pending
before the Grand Jury and 11 ignored by the county attorneys.

In two cases the persons were given 30 years imprisonment each,
two Were given ten years imprisonment each, one sent to the reform
school and 10 paroled on account of their age. Other cases pending.

n addition to the 36 cases sent to the t
mim in which the admitted over _mm:.{:ttm{ti::rl::t::
$135,633. There were also 28 cases where there was some evidence
tending to show the fire was set by design but no motive on the
part of the assured.

In the rest of the cases investigated there were many suspicious
circumstances, but not enough tangible evidence to_fully determine
the real origin of the fire.

Early in 1923, two persons were convicted in Council Bluffs, one
being sentenced to life imprisonment for setting fire in an inhabited
building in the nighttime and the other was given five years in the
penitentiary for burning to injure the insurance g

In many cases where investigations were made and no prosecution
followed, no claim was made by the assured for loss incurred.

In cases where investigations have been made, we have exercised
the greatest care that no innocent person should suffer, but when
evidence has been secured tending to show that a crime had Dbeen
committed, we submitted the evidence to the county attorney for

his action,

In this connection, I want to urge that the people in general help
aid and assist the law enforcing officers to bring to justice the
persons who set fires for revenge or to collect heavy insurance. It
is not only the loss of property that the people must pay, but there
is a great danger to life and property of the innocent who must suffer
at the hands of the guilty. T urge that you back up your county
attorney in all arson cases that come to your attention. .

The names of persons arrested will be found under the head of
Arrests and Prosecutions,

INSPECTIONS y
In 1922, 1,225 inspections were made in 176 different cities and
towns, resulting in the removal of hundreds of fire hazards,
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Our records show that more than 95 per cent of the orders o
have been complied with and 1 am thoroughly convinced “
thorough inspections would prevent hundreds of fires that woglq l
otherwise occur if inspections were not made, ]

Every city of any size could well afford to hire a competent i
spector for a certain period to examine every chimney and . |
plant and order any defects remedied. R

The city should also pass and enforce local ordinances prohibiting !
the burning of trash near buildings, the piling of ashes against buld |
ings or the storing of ashes in wooden receptacles, also regulations
for the handling and storing of gasoline as well as making a code for |
standard electric wiring. i

For more detailed information, see Table IV in the back of fhis
report.

EDUCATIONAL WORK

Under the law the state fire marshal has prepared bulletins on the
causes and dangers of fire for use in the schools, and has endeavored
to reach every schoolhouse in the state, as the law requires teackers
to teach Fire Prevention in connection with other branches.

Fire drills are also required each month in all buildings of more |
than one story. - |

During the past four years the state fire marshal has had 125000 w
large size Fire Prevention posters printed containing the proclama-
tion of the Governor, and through the co-operation of the county
superintendents of schools has endeavored to place at least one poster
in each schoolhouse in the state, r

Outside of the schools we have sent posters to newspapers, hanks,
post offices, hotels, commercial clubs, fire chiefs, mayors, depots, etc.

In addition to these Fire Prevention posters we are sending o C
about 75,000 pieces of Fire Prevention literature each yarwﬂ
has been furnished by fire prevention agencies. 5

Lectures have also been given to fire departments, farm buresus,
farm institutes, commercial clubs, insurance gatherings, and schools,
City councils have been urged to wmbmnﬁnM?
adopt better building ordinances, A

The office has secured two sets of motion picture film &
“The Danger That Never Sleeps” which is a forceful reminder
carelessness. These films have been routed over the state to
chiefs, school superintendents, and picture theaters, free of
to be shown as an educational feature with the idea of e

STA
TE FIRE MARSHAL < s

the rising generation in the causes and dangers of h
urge county mperin!@denu 10 make lrmgemenu':u tll:w t:::ﬁ

oughly and the records wmmuminxsmm-vm:s: ight-
ning losses. lt{"-‘ﬂfulhcummtuésnd&thnlw::s
$362,390; lightning runuing in on wires, § with a loss of $1,119: 9
losses with rods, causing a loss of $26.209, g
In 1921 there were 158 lightning losses, 142 without rods, i
= 3 nEantng
a loss of $284,203; lightning running in on wires 6, loss $3,963;
gl goipet b in on y Joss ;10
In 1922 there were 117 lightning losses, 105 without rods causing
a.loss of $292,248; lightning running in on wires 8, loss $703; 4
with rods, loss $11,432, and there is evidence tending to show that
where the rodded buildings were struck, the rods were either de-
fective or not properly installed.

STATISTICAL WORK

Until the establishment of the state fire marshal's office and the
provisions for the collection and publication by this department of
certain data pertaining to fire losses, there had been no office or
other agency in the state concerned in securing this information, ex-
cept the companies and associations doing a fire insurance business,

The fire data reported by them to the various departments does
not give full information outside of the amount collected from the
insurance companies. No account could therefore be taken by them
of the losses which were either partially or wholly without insur-
ance, and when we consider that about twenty-five per cent of the
total annual fire loss in this state is not covered by insurance, we
must at once conclude that the only approximately complete and
accurate statistical information relative to these matters is obtained
by the state fire marshal.

It is true that in many cases the valties are based on the combined
judgment of the owner and the fire chief or the township clerk who
inspects the fire and makes the report.

In addition to the loss and damage, our reports cover the material
destroyed, the damage to the building and the contents et out sepa-
rately, also the cause of each fire so far as known.

For more detailed information see Tables Numbered 1, TT and I11.

FIRE PREVENTION
The method of real Fire Prevention is in its infancy.
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The foundation of Fire Prevention is better buildings, plant consisted of long strings of excelsior, oll soaked and
i i ; hi g bt excelsior which was ofl soaked and & a candle on a
inspection, followed by good housckeeping which will eliminate Bie condle. The candle shows It Rt beoh Iebted bet mmt to e
gross carelessess. doubt was caused by the lack of alr. Both W. A. and D. C. Koon were
If we would follow the practice of the foreign eountries and :d;cl:kdrlor setting fire with intent to burn. The case has mot as yet
make every person responsible for any loss, damage or injury A reproduction of photographs of the arson plant will be found in this
caused by his own act of carelessness or negligence, we would soon report. E i
see the fire loss of the country rapidly diminish. B
Why not make the same law apply to the owner of fire hazards 2N Callas hnd Fiary Jerry wus sit dat Sesr T e e
that you do to cities or corporations? If this be done, you will solve indieted for setting this fire. Case pending
the problem of Fire Prevention. APLINGTON, BUTLER COUNTY
On July 28, 1822, at 12:50 . m. a ball
ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS it odl g1y Cm - '“:"ﬂ b!lJMMI Bros.
10UX CITY, WOODBURY COUNTY November 20, 1922, and the judge directed a verdict for the defendants
On January 29, 1922, about 1:45 a. m. & fire broke out in the barber
shop of Geo. Callas. Gus Benos, alias Gus Brown, was indicted and re SIOUX CITY, WOODBURY COUNTY
leased on 32,000 bonds. Case pending. h On September 9, 1922, about 12:48 a. m. a dwelling occupied by G. G
DUBUQUE, DUBUQUE COUNTY McKsy and H. D. Dimos burned. (. (. McKay, P. M. Arhontls and Von
s M. Greene were indicted on two counts of burning to Injure the lnsur-
On January 30, 1922, about 3:61 a. m. a fire gecur:utlolh a hm ance company. McKay and Arhontls were tried and convicted and sen-
pied setting tenced to the penitentiary for 30 years h. Greene iz bonds
collect the insurance and was given 10 years in the penitentiary. and case pending. - sty
CEDAR RAPIDS, LINN COUNTY GRAETTINGER (NEAR), EMMET COUNTY
On June 12, 1022, Clarence Wiese set fire to the J. G. Cherry Co. ware . On September 22, 1022, a fire destroyed a stack. John Harris, 13
house, dolng considernble damage. Wiese was Indicted and is now lp years old, confessed to setting the fire l{o‘:’u sent to the Industrial
fall pending trial. ; School for Boys at Eldora.

CALLENDER (NEAR), WEBSTER COUNTY

, 1922, nbout §:30 p. m. a dwelllng owned eCall
WILLIAMSBURG (NEAR), I0WA COUNTY. _ e Ouneirened to e on .. Rancle Myvevse was arpested aad soatssssd
On June 16, 1922, about 10:00 p. m. & fire destroyed an auto owned by | 1o sotting the fire, The charge was changed to breaking and entering,
Geo. Selmer, Selmer was indicted for perjury In making a proof of lom to which Myrzena pleaded gulity and was sent to the penitentiary for ten
for more than the car was worth. Since the indictment the case has years.
been dismissed by the county attorney. COUNCIL BLUFFS, POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY
HAWKEYE, FAYETTE COUNTY : On October 26, 1923, about §:20 p. m, & fire destroyed a shed owned by
On June 18, 1622, and July 16, 1922, fires occurred in the property owned L J. Jensen. Eugene Elgin, a boy of 13 years of age, confessed to setting
by L. A. Parker, Ineendiary plants were found in both houses whick the fire and was paroled during good behavior,
resulted In the Indletment of L. A. Parker on two counts. The cas During the year, 9§ boys confessed to setting fires, who were paroled
1s being tried this week. during good behavior. In one case the parents of the boy paid for the
ELKHORN, SHELBY COUNTY J property destroyed,
: i RECOMMENDATIONS

1 wish to renew my recommendations as follows:
I.Alargerclcplmmtwimmhawhdmmmhn
thorough inspection throughout the state.
Z.Amhwmquiﬁnguuﬂaiumfurdrymm
mhmdcnlf-mpporﬁngbyalicwenndiupeﬂimium
the cleaners themselves would be glad to pay. This bill should
provide for an insp to be appointed in each congressional district
hythemteﬁremnhlmdhispndiemmdmlhuddh

D ——_ ]
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paid out of the license and inspection fee charged, In no case sh u | _S'M'r: FIRE MARSHAL %
the expense of inspection be more than the receipts. = ' | TABLE No. I
3. Electric Wiring. It is claimed by the Committee on s S8 I Showing the Total Numbes of 24
and Education that electric wiring is the one greatest hazard in hi m‘n '12;:: ls:x-um::f h::-‘ hr-‘;‘m &?..3';'1‘.“ mgdﬁca.:
United States, the loss being $85,000,000 in five years charged o i . of These Fires and Loss which was
electric wiring. 1 urge that this Legislature pass a law requiring tlp I . ; ;
standard code for electric wiring in harmony with the Nationaf ! =y
Code for electric wiring. ﬁ Oulionit sk Coem of ] % A
Electricity is not only being used in the cities but on the famm | Ll s i
and without some regulations providing for standard wiring and | B
inspection, it makes one shudder to think what might happen, ! Adir Wy Bawl o3 s e
This bill can be so drawn that it will be self-supporting by charg- : Namioe e u ‘}ﬁ 2 -
ing a fee to the electric contractors which they will gladly pay and m W] e 'E S
provide for an inspector in each congressional district to be ap- %‘m m sgis " 3
pointed under the supervision of the state fire marshal. The per diens Y i g Jim 1
and expenses to be paid out of the receipts and in no case shall the B mms o ‘,;g
expenses exceed the license fee received. - u I :-;gl
. - u el
CONCLUSIONS - ] b a‘ié b
To my entire office force whose loyal and faithful services to me E E i i
and the state have been rendered in a most competent and gener al e 4 »
manner, | desire to make this public acknowledgment of 8 E 1
precintion, L 5
The state fire marshal's office is no longer an experiment : ' H

usefulness and influence for good will be more manifest in th
future than it has been in the past. a

There are 32 states in the Union now that have a fire marshal
New York, Missouri, Utah and California now have bills'
the Legislatures with the view of establishing a fire marshal’

We earnestly ask that you investigate the department in.
efficiency as we know it will give vou a better insight as
needs of the department.

The Fire Marshal’s Association extends all over North.
and is recognized as a leading factor in convicting pe
set fire for gain, as well as a leader in Fire Prevention a
and should have the support of all law-abiding citizens,

:‘_. ISR NazLY T SESREs T3
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m

STATE FIRE MARSHAL

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT

16

2

ER

-

te==cgee

o

1 I

S EEREEEERIEAS &
e

EUNESERERINEAEORES"L"R

- §EChegs = - = A

Jgﬁd‘ ;!‘-ﬂ

L
L L o

ey | prmg | el |eeeig
——— VY| e ) -y Ty
) o V] | ST S0 mer] rPex

PR e Ty o) Doy
40

K meenvmnmpoeana

3
2

]
:

‘ZE41 dwax am) Joj

WD WEAL YORE WAIUAL JO [RHSW JO puiM Y3 ‘olasen] adwiwmw( o) puw yowm
slwwwgl eyl ‘yowy Jo enfes oq ‘paiivurng Jo palosieag saisadog o
‘Il 'ON @EvL

‘ 3 i i A
i | = =2 e 2=e-meg--=g
| _E s 2
Mh as -4 mn|lnmumuuul.lﬂaﬂnuﬂumul.nnnus.n.HOD m

TABLE NO. 1.—CoxTINUED,




TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT STATE FIRE MARSHAL 18

SRTERT~T=" & mememses - -
sE""" TA"IR 22 & zao wonEes ge-

oSO STSANSEnsg - S20e0ge &ma & pes —geenn mos

L}
L]

"RE * Crte e O Mmacacan-nescm
-

gE"e" *RYIYRVESR = MeRcnsa mnn w4 gen scess= gon

EE - ;;;:;::uc-._—eouoog S -

P =z = s oRE = awm SEIRAR me——

nzC0S8 CSSS~3S0008 3 SESCOST =al & O=E ~T-BO0 MmO~

agn-n Rt 11 - -] S=8 m ges cavacg g=-

- n—GE » =veo

!,.’. SANRATSENR W Tmme—tj %8 3 mes hoAess gen

§ RE% 7 3°RENRER3°389C°-sacen-mua

l_l!lj 368882 8 '!l!'ll 38° R8s !l!ll: !Il
SSgEud 5 sdg Zied g ge age=s = 87 i

e o

ST S § Y O 1

Eg !?ﬁ nl g lgﬂl!! Ir & !i! I'ii!ﬁ
ST S A T

SE7C® R§TRgINANE ¢ Measnpa mgn A ggs gaemes gee

g BRoE l' EREEEE"E5E0""5Es
€ - gz E i eAg d2eX =’¢_

£ 8 ] PR

ERE

1

T T A
! = nlolo!




TABLE NO. 11.—CoxTINUED,

Cemrarter of Baldings Afforse d
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TABLE NO. II1,

Containing a Bummary of the Origin and Cause of
Reported, the Number of Each, and the damage to
Contents, for the Year 1522

STATE FIRE MARSHAL

TABLE NO. [I1—Costrsven
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TABLE NO. IV.
Giving the Citles and Towns in Which 1,225 Ins

pections Wers 3
of Dilapidated Bulldings and Inflammable Conditi During (he
1922, e =

3 |
Adnl Gimrner Oscecla
ney Gaza Oakalooss
Akron filenwood | )“h:a.“,.
Albla Glldden | Paulling
Alden Gowrie Ky
I Grand Junction X
Allerton Gravity Pleasan!
Alta irimes B o
Ames Girinnell ‘arismon
Anamosa irlswold Fostville
Anken hurg rie
u-ll:.u e L.d
Auburn Rippe:
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Ile!. ¢ Plaina Eﬂt‘k R.I'H.
llavue L e 4 &
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alrstown Bac City
lakesburs ndlanola Seranton
Hoona Sheldahl
Hrighton Bibley
Bty iz
n urne
wn Bif:lr {y
Gy Bt O
Raplds HEmithland
nter Junction Bpancer
nt Irvll llvl:i;. éﬂ",'
an
arter Oak lmwg: Point
wrokee sl
¢ ::!!. L] hw
Clermont errl
inton hor
r villo oraton
¥ Ulmer
anilin Ute
reston AnnGn Vail
Curlew arshalltown fan Horne
i iy ason c'rw ‘,?a Meter
3 AROTVO! r
:.R.M 1ddletown 'Ifltlnm
E ines inburn Fin
) imsouri Valley ‘ushington
erton Itohellville ik
ville ontlcollo ‘Ave
™ nt Plain oravia Webster
¥ ount Ayr West y
on " West 3
ora uscating ‘o
etaburyg W ron A A
mvitle orwalk Wintarset" =
ey Foatstock
City ow
BeY. range City

STATE FIRE MARSHAL P
TABLE NoO. V.

at Which Investigations of Fires of Suspicious Origin
Have Been Made During the Year 1022, and the Date When Such Investi-
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