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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

Des Moines, February 1, 1920.
Iox. W. L. Harmixa, Governor of Towa.

Sik: In compliance with the provisions of law I have the
honor to submit herewith the ninth annual report of the affairs of
this office covering the period beginning January 1, 1919, and end-
ing December 31, 1919, both dates ineluded.

The first six months of this year were under the supervision
of Mr. Ole O. Roe, then State Fire Marshal,

e

State Fire Marshal.

STATE FIRE MARSHAL.
Appointed by the Governor. Term, Four Years, Expires July 1, 1923,

Offies Name Legal Residence  Birthplace
Fire Marabal 3. A Traey Siouz City, TN s
Deputy = E.J. Prowick_______ Des Moloes Tows ———.
Amua: [ — I‘-xbhrh____ - —
Chlef Clork and Btenograpber.. Laura . - Des Mot ———~ [Nnoi o

The entire expense of the state fire marehal's office b pald out of the general rev.
enues of the stute.
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For the year 1919, 3,957 fires were reported to this office in-
volving a loss of $8,819,835. The property involved in these fires
was valued at $38,442,529. Of the total loss reported, property to
the value of $6,399,520 was covered by insurance, leaving an excess
of loss over insurance amounting to $2,420315. Included in this
excess are 578 properties involving a loss of $345,881 upon which
no insurance was carried.

The total number of fires reported for 1919 was 436 less than
191s.

The fire loss for 1919 was greater by $2,379,064 than that of
1918. This large increase was caused by the one fire and explosion
amounting to $2,452,177 which occurred in the Douglas Starch
Works at Cedar Rapids.

The average daily fire loss of the year amounted to $24,164,
and the average loss in each fire was $2,228, which shows an in-
crease of $762 per fire over 1918, This is accounted for by the rap-
id increase in values,

During the year seven (7) fires oceurred in each of which the
inss exceeded §95,000, as follows :

Jamtary ‘19, Bloux OMty: .o i cihevaninvecsdina
January 26, Dodge City (Camp Dods'e)
May 22, Codar Rapids ......ccavevnannrsa
October 19, Iown Falls ....
November 18, Dubuque....
December 12, Fairfleld. .......

December 16, Fort Madison. ... ... iiieiiesnicnain

A BRIEF COMPARISON OF FIRE LOSSES DURING
THE PAST FIVE YEARS

1n 1915, there were 3,810 fires, totalling s loss of
In 1916, there were 4,471 fires, totalling a loas of. ...
In 1917, there were 4,053 fires, totalling a loss of
In 1915, there were 4,380 fires, totalling a loss of.
11 1919, there were 3,057 fires, totalling a loss of

From this it will be abserved there were 436 less fires in 1919 than
in 1918,
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Taking into consideration the rapid advance in the cost of
labor as well as all kinds of building materials and merchandise,
the actual fire waste in volume shows a reduction, although in dol-
lars it is on the increase. This should awaken the people to a full
realization of their duty against gross carelessness which is respon-
sible for three-fourths of the enormous fire waste that is rapidly
depleting our country.

In 1919 the number of farm dwellings burned was 354 and the
loss on buildings was $560,982, and on contents $174,611.

The sound value of these farm dwellings was reported at $712,-
225, and that of their contents at $260,043.

The number of town dwellings damaged or destroyed was 1,632,
and the loss on buildings was $530,064, and on contents $189,751.

The number of farm barns damaged or destroyed was 315, and
the loss on buildings was $523,298, and on contents $377,730.

The number of town barns damaged or destroyed was 132, and
the loss on buildings was $67,746, and on the contents $60,305.

During the year there were 227 lightning fires. Of these 131
were farm barns, only seven (7) of which were rodded. The loss
on these farm barns and contents struck by lightning was $265,945.
Of the balanee of these lightning fives, only two (2) were rodded.

There is evidenee tending to show that in nearly every case
where rodded buildings were struck, the rods were gither defective
or improperly construeted, and as far as known this same ratio
of loss by lightning has prevailed during the past nine years, show-
ing conclusively that properly constructed lightning rods are an
almost absolute protection against loss by lightning.

The number of stores destroyed or damaged was 258, and the
loss on buildings was reported at $424944, snd on contents
$526,353.

The sound value of these store buildings was reported at
$4.122 436, and theireontents at $5,426,349.

The number of factories destroyed or damaged was 48, and
ihe loss on buildings was $1,257,964, and on contents $1,320,036.

The sound value of the factories destroyed or damaged was re-
ported at $2,587,754, and their contents at $3,709,613.

The number of schoolhouses destroyed or damaged was 33, and
the loss was reported at $27,217. The sound value of these build-
ilgs with contents was reported at $405,815.

The number of churches destroyed or damaged was 32, and the
Joss on buildings and contents was $176,121
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The number of automobiles damaged by fire was 88, valued at
539,072, and damaged $14,609,

The number of elevators destroyed or damaged was 20, and the
sound value of these buildings was reported at $155,500, and that
of their contents at $76,664. The damage was reported at $141,685
on huildings and on contents at $58,512.

I also wish to eall your attention to the fact that 863 roof fires
oseurred, 277 defective chimney fires, 105 spontaneous combustion
tires, 79 eleetric wiring fires in buildings, and 250 fires resulting in
o loss of $29C,053 in which gasoline or coal oil was involved.

Inspeetions of buildings and premises by myself and regular
deputies to the number of 897 were made in 132 different cities and
towns in the state, upon the basis of whieh there were issued 166
orders to remove buildings, 76 to repair, 78 o change, 56 to clean
up and repair, and 211 to elean up inflammable rubbish.

Outside of the personal inspections made, a great many fire
hazards were eliminated throngh ecorrespoudence based npon the
complaints of fire chiefs, city officials, insurance companies, and
others. In addition to the foregoing, 851 inspections of grain
elevators, mills and food storage plants were made by 78 inspee-
tors who were duly appointed by me with the approval of the exee-
utive couneil of the state. These inspections were made in 81 dif-
ferent counties, and I am pleased to say that there has been a
marked change for the better in and about elevators, mills and
storage warchonses sinee the practice of appointing eonservation
inspectors began three years ago. These inspections have lessened
the issuing of orders hy this department to the minimum.

As a rule the office has had excellent co-operation from most
of the fire chiefs in the matter of inspections and fire prevention
work. Ready compliance has been had in perhaps ninety-five per
cent of the cases where orders have been issued. In a few cases it
s been necessary to begin suit for the collection of the statutory
penalty for failure to comply, but in every case so far the orders
have been complied with before the case came to trial. This is
largely due to the co-operation we have had of the city officials in
tha towns where the property was located.

Many of the inspections made by this department were made
in response to requests from the fire chiefs or other city officials
who do not care to assume the responsibility of issuing orders in
their own town and perhaps against their own neighbor, and we
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have endeavored in every instanece to respond to the requests from
sneh officials,

130 suspicious fires were investigated in 91 different places
in 55 different counties of the state.

In many cases sufficient evidence was gathered to warrant the
assumption that the fires were set by design, but not enough evi-
dence was obtained to convinee the grand jury or a jury of twelve
men beyond a reasonable doubt that some certain person was re-
sponsible for setting the fire although in several cases the assured
made no claim for damages, und in other cases the parties left for
parts unknown.

Of the 130 fires investigated, 69 were found to be incendiary or
probably ineendiary, which shows a large reduction over previous
years,

During the year 1919, 22 arrests and prosecutions were had
which resulted in the convietion of seven (7), five (5) were tried
and aequitted, one (1) was dismissed by the county attorney after
the jury had disagreed in two trials, one (1) was discharged by the
magistrate at the preliminary hearing, two (2) cases no indiet-
ments were returned, and the other six (6) have been indicted and
ihe cases are waiting trial by jury.

Appended hereto as a part of this report ave five tables of sta-
tistical information.

THE STATISTICAL WORK.

Until the establishment of the state fire marshal’s office and
the provision for the collection and publication by this department
of certain data pertaining to fire losses, there had been no office or
other ageney in the state concerned in gathering this information.

When we consider that about twenty-five per cent of the total
annual fire loss in this state is not covered by insuranece, we must
at onee conclude that the only approximately complete and accu-
rate statistical information relative to these matters is obtained by
the state fire marshal.

In addition to the loss reported, our report covers the material
of which buildings are made, the damage to buildings and contents
separately, also the nature of the oceupancies. Furthermore, the
cause of each fire, so far as the same is ascertainable, is set out.

INVESTIGATIONS AND PROSECUTIONS.

Since this office was established July 4, 1911, 1,412 fires have

been investigated by this department. As a result of these inves-

STATE FIRE MARSHAL !

rigations 197 proseeutions were commenced resulting in the convie-
vion of 117, with 15 indietments still pending eourt action.  This
is outside of the many cases where small children set fire for the
pirpose of excitement, no mention of which are made on account of
the age of the ehildren,

While we have suececded in convieting a number of eriminals,
we confess that many have eseaped their just dues. Some of this is
aue to the lack of men and weans to obtain the neeessary evidence
10 eonvinee the court and jury, but much of it is due to the lack of
law enforcement in the community in which the erime was coui-
mitted.

Iu many cases where the eirenmstantial evidenee is very strong
against a person charged with arson, the inexperienced or timid
county attorney presents the ecase in a lukewarm mauner to the
grand jury.  The grand jury may listen with interest but often
is loathe to indict where the charge is burning to injore the insuar-
anee company. Again they argue that unless they are sure of a
conviction there is no use putting the county to the expense of a
wrial.  In other eases they argue that the insnranee company is
baek of the prosecution in order to evade the payment of the loss,
and no indietment is returned, thus losing sight of the faect that a
erime has been committed and the guilty party should be punished.

In cases where indictments are returned cases are continued
from time to time until the witnesses are seattered, or influence is
Leomght 1o bear to ¢hange their evidence and thus defeat the ends
of justice,

In the matter of gatheving evidence, we have exercised the
greatest care that no innoeent person should suffer, bnt where we
arve satisfied that a erime has been committed, we have done every-
thing within our power to bring the guilty anes to justice without
Jvar or favor,

We have had many eases reported to us for investigation and
found there was no evidence tending to show that fire was set by
design, and in these cades we have set matters right as far as we
were able. We have also made it a universal practice of not bur-
dening the county attorney with evidenee gathered unless there
was evidence tending to show that a erime had been committed.

W hiave made many investizations and failed to find evidence
ertheless we have felt and
others have gssored us that these investigations have had a good
worl effeet on the communuiny where the investigation was made,

siffficient Lo warrant a proseeition, 2
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bringing to the attention of the people the fact that there is an
ageney in the state looking after the party who sets fire for r-
venge or gain.

DEATH LOSSES BY FIRE.

128 deaths were reported as the direct result of fire, Of this
number 25 were women and 38 were childreen, In 32 cases fatal to
life gasoline or conl o0il was involved. In 8 cases children were
tmrned to death playing with matches, and in 12 eases children
were burned to death on aceount of bonfire carclessness. In 17
cases women were burned to death as the result of stove earlessness.

In addition to those burned to death, several cases were report-
v where death was caused by inhaling gas from automobile exhanst.

54 deaths resulted from explosions in mills, garages, ete.

(GABOLINE AND COAL OIL.

These fiendish murderers of women and innoeent children are
still at large and are being harbored by educated people with but
little if any effort on their part to safeguard precious lives against
a most horrible death. The evid is overwhelmning against thse
defendants who are well known all over the land, and still they
o unpunished, committing their atrocious erimes without f:ar
of apprel or confi t. The defendants have been con-
spiring together for years and carrying on their nefarious work
in a most reckless manner without fear of prosecution as will be
seen by the four pages of evidence following.

"l

ARE VICTIMS

Casch Overturas.

VIGTIM OF BONFIRE BURNS

"Bibly”  Hannan,  Fert Des
Maines Lad, Dies Hour
After Accidont

CIRL DIES FROM BURNS
RECEIVED STARTING FIRE  BONFIRE BURNS

Mg e
wan burped (=
0

s
'3.‘..-..-1-1

{.O'ONA N MEETS

IOWA CHILDREN oo oo oo o ENEAROI] CHILD

ing and Fleven layueed When

Girl Mistakes Gasoline for  VICTIMS CAUGHT IN FLAMES
Keramene and Fire Results i

Two of the Three Recavered
Bodies Unidemtified; Injured
Persoms in Mospiial

KILL 10WA GIRL oo reavive wite |
A B

e
wwiase
el i dhe sl WA

TRAGIC DEATH
-

GAS TANK EXPLODES;
ONE DEAD, TWO HURT

1 amy Ty
G b
e

FIEF VICTIM DIER
AT LOCAL HOSFITAL

Wapinr Bawer o Lot aba
war bwreed howien wf 4|

MATCHES DIES 1N mr.i




e
MAYDIEINSTARTING | =7%% o rmvp | o m weame
19 W rvnien

wrible Kate ol Weeman bn ot
tiae Fire.

* HRE WITH EIH]U[

Juy's hnme i Huarle

=
b St S avavre Mareite. o s
an The bty

SIX CHILDREN "= Hyngﬁﬁ"lgn; @E |
=5 e 1 F. DIERK DIE IN BLAZE =  RADLY BRNED
| USED ASOLIE; MRS J.F. DIERKS e e 5 e o an

i
s, h. s

] The pasica

PLAYED WITH MATOHES; /., -

e ant oy Sveners, o8

LT

BUANS TO DEATH | AGED BOONE WOMA,
|7 DEAD FROM BURNS
star | emore: 1 Fowd e—tire. dasnes
A el
i 15
T

l 19WaA CHILD OF 2

e
Tass

. ald
o Bowme hegm

-~
=1 baie

" PRAENT
" -

e Clah was Fiking & snbirs
wae s agwded fer shetiing

ﬂi III ﬂllll IIIIEU

O1L IN LAMPS

Mamager of Betic Pl 1, S ~H% o T s aiatas. | ISTRUCK MATCH T0
WAS GASBL]NE B o AGED WOMAN LOSLS LIFE | Bﬁﬁ AREFATAL|  SEE IF GAS TANK
; WHEN TRAPPED BY FDE! Ly ﬁ 5{:. WAS ﬂLL KILLED =

of [Injurics Susbained
. W ednesday Moming.

David Lawrencs Wateon § yous
sl mom of M IH' Mrn Cewrge L

Cirl's Clothas Afire:
Residencn Destiuyad

: ESTHBVLLE W BY FRE Fve vexR oLD oL

ROUKA THne ARE FATAL e n o tewson| 1S BURKED T0 DEAT
- Causes Big Loss. P .__“‘—h"‘

New rm;:_a‘ Ameng the & £

Migs dehesis Tustes, eond
O

You \[-F'AR!II nis
BURNEDTO DEATH | .
WITH GASOLINE

L T —

GAS EXPLODES-MAN
' BURNT ON HANDS

. FT. HRI!I&ON “‘0!&\1
Toul e SUCCUMBS TO BURN!

Trem W
ket The an ine
v hing caagti fies frem ad

18 yenie il Nin wes

Tr genlies wusgeans

Clppings frow the newsp est of death from Sres thal

e g e Loss of lite s 0 mmtu:nfumamummmmqmmhu
uilght have been provented apd shoull wever Lave bepea - i gy 8 l-n g

Loge Tuslie




\OUTH 1S BURNED BY Im BURNED 10 DEATH |LIGHTS FIRE WITH

wre. Eranemom ot Mount age. | GAS”; ONE IS DEAD

w GISOLNEEPLSON S |

Martgeabuses. o farmer
| Poured Off on Fire and Exple- | Tl 0 e feats e
sian Faliawed. erdar !
L Hu atinmpied 18 Hght & fie wiis
— whal be varpeesd was becssens B

MOUNT ATA la, S I8 —Sp=  |was gassline.

eai- M Trass e piveived Ia he cariurten which et
Bares pestonas
-
wae jori

Mt of Charred Ramaine Toa
Much far Aged Womar

|CHILD hl'l'-‘& OF  RURNR |y

I e il
b

MOUX LT la Feb
| ¥ire i e radle s (he Nome
L

BLOW TORCH EXPLODES; |
MAK FATALLY BURNED

Powerinm 1w aid.
waw Harry Fleming an smpboys ot
the Nanitary Bow  plast.  bars in

Walr their wpew 41 46 sarly

DONAHUE _!_I!I BURNED

Christupher  Mshmr Gebs Gadellne
Can Bustend ol

tething Beoanen bguiied
[...n- she wia plarieg abwad @ bon-

— ——— GASOLINE RURNS .
* FATAL TO YoUTH

i
P van waar the
By The Asiased Pross. Fata

Towa VA!-HE ., O, 20,—Two )
gamtiEn s VLT diL)

plant of Swift & Co., hare late yesterday afternson. BADLY B[]RHED

tu\m e m B—Mrs. Mary E. :\Wl-
aged 77, was 10 death in her home 0t Gomse Lake,
”--lu-—-ﬂn west of beve, today. She was
Kitchen stove when hor chothes cavght fire. She
minutes later.

d A
in wspiuals Nkivesd I riaht nd

WILTON, Se. Jew T -ilpmicly

Look Into sny of the Dally Papers at any time snd fnd simisr storks of the
ruvauges of the fire flend.

Page Fourtern

STATE FIRE MARSHAL
EDUCATIONAL WORK,

Under the five marshal law the state fire marshal has prepared
tuilleting on the canses and dangers of fire for nse in the sehools
and has enddeavored to reach every school in the state as the law re-
guires the tenching of fire prevention in connection with other
pranches.  Teachers negleeting this duty are subject 1o a penalty.

I Bave maude use of the fire prevention day proclamation is-
saed by the governor to bring before the publie the importance of
real fire prevention, and feel that the effort made this year has
Lorne good froit,

In addition to the vast number of inspections made and orders
issued I prepared a large sized poster containing the proclamati
of the governor surrounded by photos of fire | is indicating
gross earelossness, and also photos showing how women and chil-
dren are buroed to death,

I sent ot 36,000 of these posters to newspapers, members of
the legislature, post offices, banks, hotels, depots, eommereial elubs,
women s clubs, manufacturing plants, mayors, township elerks,
fire chiefs, insuranee companies, und a large miscellapeons list,
I endeavored to reach every sehool housa in the state either through
he county superintendent or the five chief, resulting in many ealls
for an additional supply. T van short by about 7,000 which shows
tosume extent the awakened nterest in five prevention.

In wddition 1o this, ew s of Hee hoeaeds wore run in the news-
papers; inspection blanks wore sent o the sehoals, and the day was
senerally observed ronghont the state—som e eities having parades,
while the sebo s devoted a part of the day 10 fire prevention ex-
vreises, (e dreills, e, -

FIRE PREVEXTION,
The u
Lo sy o

vl ol peatly effeetive fire prevention is in its infaney.
i e Foutndation of fiee provontion is inspeetions fol-
lowed by good loisesenpuage il Bietter L lding regulations. Hab-
its formed by ehildren aie hard 1o ocercome and the time has come
when ehildren must he taken into consideration in furthering the
methods of fire prevention by eliminating gross carelessness.
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STATE FIRE MARSHAL 1w

vnr records show that an average of 94 fires oceur each year
by children playing with matehes, causing both death and des-
enetion, The picture herewith is a fair sample of what can be
touml among boys in school,

When your school, hospital or orphanage lays in smoking ruins
with vietims lying injured or dead, parents should awaken to the
sreat danger surrounding thew at all times through this habit of
ss whieh often leads to pyromania.  Eliminate this
habit before death and destruetion ensne,

WO AM 1!

“Tam more powerful than the combined armies of the world;
vause death to both men and women alike everywhere; [ leave pov-
rty all over the land ; I have wreeked more homes than the might-
iest of siege guns; | steal in the United States alone over $250,000,-
00 each year. L spare no one, 1 find my vietims among the rieh
and the poor alike, the young and old, the strong and the weak,
widows and orphans know me. I lurk in unseen places and do
most of my work silently and often in the dark hours of the night.
o are warned against me but yon heed me not. 1 am everywhere

wateh earelessi

——in the home, sehool, churel, factory, and places of husiness. 1
your worst enemy—I AM CARELESSNESS.™
VARNINGS

Don't decorate chivistinas trees with cotton or inflammable ma-
terial.

Don’t use cotton to represent snow,  If you must have some-
thing to repre:

Don't pe

Don’t leave matehes v
with them.

Don't use ker + to start fire.

Don'’t allow oily rags to accumulate.

nt snow, use ashestos fiber,

it childreen to light candles on christinas trees,
re children can get and experiment

Don't light matehes in elothes closets,

Don't use gasoline for cleaning near an open flame, One gal-
lon of gasoline vaporized has an explosive power equal to 83 1bs.
of dynamite,

Don't thaw frozen water pipes with a torch.

oo’y put ashes in wooden reeeptacles or against wood,

FIRE PROTECTION.

Fire prevention and fire protection are synonymous. Fire pro-

teetion, in the way of organized and well equipped fire depart-
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pents, b becoming more and more eommon throughout the state.
foven in the smaller towns motor driven spparatus is fast taking
the plaee of lorse or man puwer. Practically all of the larger ¢
ties have installed a full set of wotor driven apparatus thus doing
awany with horse-drawn trueks. The change from the horse to mo-
tor power bis passed the experimental stage, Chemieals are fast
taking the place of the former practice of a deluge of water, thus
saving thousands of dollars Ly reason of water damage,

Hand fire extinguishers are beeoming move plentiful and are
vecopgnized s an aluiost neeessity, ot only in places of bhusiness and
i the home, ot on the farm, and 1 heartily recommend the pur-
chase and instaliation of hand five extingnishers for the store, fac-
tory, scliools, home, antomobile, aud especially the dwelling and
barn on the farm which are outside of fire protection.

[nsuranee companies eould well afford to reduce the premium
where fire extinguishers are installed, and would be a great inecen-
tive to the poliey-holders for better fire protection.

Oil lanterns anl mateh earvelessness have been the eause of
wany barn fires that could be prevented by the use of the electrie
flastilight or dry eell lantern which are no more expensive than
vil lanterns and mueh move eonvenient as they ean be carried any-
wliere about the house and barn and used as o trouble lamp about
the automobile with practically no danger of starfing a fire,

Auntomobiles should never be stored in barns or driveways.

Cleaning with gasoline in the home is dangerous and shonld
he proliibited. -

Chimueys should be looked after every vear,

A lightning rod properly installed is almost a sure protection
sgainst loss by lighining,

The wooden shingle is not only respousible for many disas-
trous fires in our state but as will be scen by the following statisties
vaken from Fire Engineer they were primarily responsible for the
following conflagrations:

May, 1901, Jacksonville, Florida......... # 10,050,000
May, 1904, Yazoo City, Mississippd....... 2,000,000
Sept, 1908, Chisholm, Minnesota. ......... 17,000,000
April, 1008, Chelsea, Massnchusetts. ....... 12,000,000
April, 1900, Fort Worth, Texas, .......000 8,000,000
July, 1910, Wallsce, Taaho. . ovausrerns 1,000,000
April, 1011, Bangor, Maine......ccieenns 3,500,000
Feb, 1912, Housion, Texns....c..oeaiees 4,500,000
Bopt., 1912, Hot Springs, Arkansas. ... 2,225 000
June, 1914, Salem, Massachusetts. ........ 13,000,000
Miurcl, 1916, Paris, Texas, ..ooooviviinnns 11,000,000

STATE FIRE MARSHAL 1t

There are 95 of the larger citics in the United States which have
passed ordinances prohibiting the use of wooden shingles, 59 of
W

rieh ordinanees cover the entire incorporation,

Most of the ordinunees have a provision which allows shingle
roofs in use previons to ihe passing of the ordinanees to be used
for a period of twelve yoars providing they will last that long with-
out repairs of wore than an aversge of 20 per eent during the
twelve year period.

Many eities have fire marshals of their own who ao inspection
work mwost of the time and no doabt in this way many fives are pre-
vented,

We have given much attention to the securing of better build
ing ordinances in eities and towns as well as better ﬁr(--t’i'ghtill[.'
apparatus, and eo-operating with the eity officials in the better
inforeement of their ordinances. This is one of the most imporiant
steps in reducing the fire waste,

Better conditions could’ be hud if every person allowing a fire
to start by his own gross earelessness could be held finaneially re
sponsible for the damage done.

Under the laws of lown, eities and incorporated towns have
ample power to provide a building code, also a fire limit distriet,
and can speeify what malerials may be used in the construction
of buildings both externally and internully.

This department has been diligent in impressing upon munie-
ipal authorities their duty in providing better hnilding ordinances
and enforcing those alveady in existence,

In conneetion with the erection of buildings, there should be
the most rigid inspection to see that the chimneys, heating plants,
anil the eleeirie wiring are properly installed.

The nest thing to eliminate is CARELESSNESS.  When wy
cousider that pore than two-thirds of the fires originate on the
inside of buildings it becomes of the utmost importance that regu
lar and rigid in<pections of every place of business shonld be mad-
by some one in anthority, and where inflammable conditions exis:
the same should be ordered removed at once.

Every town or eity should provide for an inspeetor in con
neetion with the fire department, whose duty it shall he to see tha!
vvery huilding in the town or city is regularly inspeeted and all
fire hazardous eonditions remedied,

(ireat eare should be tuken in the installation of electrie wir-
ing both for light and power. Every elevator. mill, storage hous:
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anud furm barn should be equipped with properly construeted light-
uing rods, also bave water barrels and buckets as well as hand
chemieal fire extinguishers ready at all times where they can be
reachied promptly.  There is nothing better than chemical fire ex-
tinguishers for use in gasoline and eleetrie fires,

The business of fire insurance is simply that of colleeting money
from poliey-holdes and distributing certain amounts to those sus-
faining loss, and the only way to reduce the preminms is to reduce
the losses which can be done by rveal FIRE PREVENTION acti-
vities,  The office of the state fire marshal is devoting all of its
tme to inspection work and the proseeution of those who set fire
by design. While there is a elose relationship between the insur-
ance companies ol the state fire marshal’s office, there is also
a close relationship between the state fire marshal and the property
owners, as the nltimate result will be and must be the reduetion
of the fire geeminms or assessments paid.  As the liability de-
ervases, the eost of msurance must also decrease, and we know that
tire conditions have changed for the better all over the state throngh
ihe efforts of this office.  The actaal loss of materials is on the de-
crease althongh the loss in dollars is on the inerease.  There was
aninerease in the loss of $2379,064 in 1919 over 1918 by reason
af the Douglas Starch Works fire and explosion in Cedar Rapids
whieh totalled move than one-fourth of the total fire loss of the state
tor the entire year 1919, The country distriets show a large redune-
tion over 1918,

Gasoline as a fire producing ageney was almost unheard of
o few years ago and is steadily multiplying its ageneies,

Eleetricity is also a fire produeing ageney by reason of fanlty
mstallation which should and ean be remedied by state regulations.

The state fire marshal is and should be the servant of all of
the people whether insured or pot and one not designed to
promote financial gain to any particular line of business.

The housing law, so often recommended in previous reports,
has become a state law and is i full foree and effect, and undoubt-
edy will have a tendeney to better fire hazard conditions.

The fact still remains that many buildings and contents are
sold annually to the insurance companies, This elass of fires could
be greatly reduced if the insurance agent who writes the insurance
would vefrain from writing over-insurance or cancel off when it
becomes known that fire hazards are maintained.

The mun who sets fire for gain not only destroys his own

STATE FIRE MARSHAT, 1

property bt often destroys the property of his neighbor who bas
little if any insuranee.  Crimes of this kind cannot be dealt with
Lo su-\'i‘h'l}'.

ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS
BARNEY, MADISON COUNTY,

The Corvin Vamdewater cose wos mentioned fn the veport for 1018, On
the wight of Aungust 26, 1915, o fire destroyed o blacksmith shop owned and
secupiod by Corvin Vandewater.  This flre was investigated by this depart-
ment resulting o the dndistment of Mr, Vandewster ot the October term,
1918, eharged with setting the fire to injure the msurance company, On Feb
ranry 20, 19190, Yandewater was tried by jury, found guilty, and senteneed
to the penitentinry for a tetm of ten years, A motion for a new trial was
overribel. The case was then appealed to the supreme court and this Iip[l‘.“&]
i still peniding.

SIOUX CITY, WOODBURY COUNTY,

O March 10, 1919, o fire broke out in o dwelling house owned by Wil
liam Standisk, Two boys, Clement Smother and Lewis Boyd, admitted they
st the fire and were committed to the Training School for Boys st Eblors,
the commitient being stayed during good behaviour,

. BOOMER TOWNSIHIFP, FOTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY.

About midnight, May 24, 1010, u fire broke out in o barn owned by L.
B, Thomis. A thorough investigation was made by this depsriment resulting
in the discovery of a plant made of paper cartons, exealsior, kindling, conl
oil and n lighted eandle, One Thomns MeFvoy was arrested sod eharged with
the sotting of this fire, At the proliwingry bearisg MeBEvay waived to the
grand jury anid was held vi #1000 Lods i default of which he was oommit
ted to ail to await the gotion of the l:lmti Jury. The grond jury failed 1o
retuvn an - indictment,

POWESIIIEE TOWNSHLP, JARPER COUNTY.

About three A, M., May 24, 1919, a fire destroyed an old schoollious:
that had leen purchassl by Jobn Gunwon. Frank Nabh, a seventeen year
old by, was arresied nod charged with the setting of the Gre. Nabb made »
confessing to the county sbtoroey swl members Of this department that he
set the fire aud that he did so for revenge, Upon the evidence gathered and
the confession of the Loy, the eounty attorney filed o true bill aguinst Nabb,
to which the boy plead guilty wnil was committod to the Training Sshool for
Hoys st Eldora until he shull become of age.

WEST BURLINGTON, DES MOINES COUNTY,

On the night of June 11, 1019, three firks broke out a few minutes apart
within & short distanee of ench other, One J. J. Donahue was immedistoly
avrested and bureied to Burlington to get him awny from an enraged mob.
These fires were thorovghly investigatod by this department and  Donnhoe
wis indicts] charged with sotting all three fires. He wns tried by jury
November 17, 1919 that body disagreeing. On Decomber 3, 1919, Tronahiue



e NINTH AXNUAL BEPORT

was again tried by the jury with the snne result, o disagresment, after which
the chss Wia Jdistssul,
DES MOINES, POLE COUNTY.

Moul S:08 P o July 4, 1819, a fire broke out in a store building
Wil 4 part of the v by Jobnston & Davis, grocers, for storage purposes.
After i thorough isvestigation by this department, C. Y, Johnston, a memwbor
of the firm, woes wreested and waived to the grand jury, Johnston was indiet-
wl, sharged with setting the fire to injure the insuranes company. The case
votning on for teind the attoroey for the defendunt secured a continunnce to
the duowary tem, 1820, This case bos uot as et been tried.

NASSBAU TOWNSHIP, SIOUX COUNTY.

On the night of August 2, 1919, a schoolhouse in Nassau Township
wiis dest w0 A thorough investigation was made by this department
resulting in the iodictwent of Clarence Vin Gronegan, Ed Kooots and Walter
Russ eliurging them wih the sl of the fire. The case eame to trial
November -3, 1010, but the witnessts who iestilied before the grand jury re-
fused to give thy sumne evidence before the court they had sworn to before
the giond jury, nod for this reason the ense was dismdssed on motion of the
county atbarmey.

HOMER TOWNSHIP, BENTON COUNTY.

Ch the pdehit of Augost 14, 1919, the Rogersville achiooThouse wis set on
fiee.  After a thorough investication by this departient Lestér Lahue, Wiiliam
Petersen, Guy Fes pnd John Doe were indieted charged with the malicious
destrucidon of public proporty, it being elaimed the partiss were smoking_ out
o ataud of bees fn the side of the schoollivuse, anud the fire may Lave heen ae-
clilemtal rather than design.

Oy Novembor 8, 1010, the ense coming on for trin, Lestor Tahue, Witlinm
Potersou and Guy Fee all entered pleas of guilty and were each Boed $35.00
aud the costs of the esss by Judge Willett, Jobn Doe is still at large.

BEYMOUR, WAYNE COUNTY,

About five Ao ML, Detoler 10, 1919, o fire Lroke out in 1 restaurant owned
by W. o Joster. Jaster was areested aod commitied to the county jail on
o charge of arson. A thorough invesiigation was made by this department
and the avidesee which semed to warrant np indictment was iguored by the
grawl Jury, This was the second fire Jaster had in the same place under
most pecnbiar elrepmstanees. o was heavily over-insured.

MASON CITY, CERKO GORDO COUNTY,

Alput 2:45 A, M., November 20, 1019, a fire broke out in u grogery store
piviied by James Banos.  After an investigation by this depsriment Banos was
arresied charged with eonspiracy to commit arsen to injure the insurnee
company. A preliminary hearing wos held before DL D. Fuller, Justice of
the Peace, on December 27, 1010, At the elose of the hearing the defendant
was discharged.  Heavy overd go wis the motive charged for setting
the fire.

M

JEFFERSON, GREENE COUNTY.
On Decewler 20, 1819, o cropm station owned by M. Mahoney was par
tially destroyed by Are. After an investigntion by this department Mahouey
was arrestal chorged with setting the fire to Injure the insurance company.
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A preliminary bearing was beld before the mayor and the dofendant was dis-
chnirgeil.  There being other charges against the defendant he wis committed
dnil pending the action of the grand jury which convened en Jauunry 26,
1020, at which time an indictment was returned against Mahoney charging
hibm with setting the fire with inteot to burn the hoblding.

JASPER AND MAHASKA COUNTIES,

One of the most sensationnl and furreaching cases of conspiracy to com-
mit arson thot has ever securred in Town has recently bLeen uneovered involving
rich and wellbtodo people living in the viednity of New Sharon, Mabaska
County; Tows,

Tl first fire of the sofios 1o attract stiention was the Christing deformed
Chnreli and parochixl school loeated at Peoria, Mahaska County, an inland
town, This fire occurred ot 12:30 AL M., June 14, 1015,

The feeling hmd been very bitter between the Americans and Hollunders
lving in that eommunity and sinee the wir broke out the trouble has multiphed.
Whon the ousiript registralion vame on it was cluimed the Holland prescber
took sy netlve part in getting the Hollund hoys inte deforred elassifientions.
A meeting was ealled by some of the eitizons in that community to lay pians
for the Iyvaching of certain persons eharged with disloyalty., The Couneil of
Defomde was aotifiod of the ponding tronhle and eallvd on the government for
fielp and one of the parties wis takien out of the commnnity. The parochial
selinol wag elosed for aliont six weeks, then re-openod amd 8 week later a fire
oemirrnd destroving both the sehool and the ehurch yalued at £18.000,

The treuble kept on brewing causing great fear amony the people of
Bully, Jusper County, whire an oducations]l parochial institution koown as
the Cliristing School wis loeated.  Watehmen Fad gusrded this sehool building
every nlght for weeks and about five Ao 3., October 16, 1018, and about fif-
teen mingtes after the goards hal Teft the school, the school was broken into
and =t an fire with the aid of ¢aal oil, Bloodbounds were used in this case but
without sneeess,

The next fire wos in February, 1919, destroying a residenco loented near
New Slsron which had licen purehased o short time before hy a Hollander.
The swner made prepurations to rehuild but was notified through the U, 8
wail that if he rebuilt ke would be burned out. Muny letters of similar
clinracter wors written to other Hollanders in the vieinity of New Sharon
directing them to mell out amid leave or they would be burned out.

The nex: Gre was the Duteh Reformed Church in New Sharon.  This
chureh wis sot on fire at one AL, Febroary 27, 1919, and this fire together
with tho threatening letters being sent to various Hollanders in the ity
caused grost fear and some of the Hollanders sold out and left the vielnity.

The latter purt of May, 1019, several sticks of dyuamite were found ander
the window of the Tolland parsonage ot New Sharon. This dynamite was
found with fuse attached but for some reason the fuse did not burn up to the
dynamite,

The next fire was the Gys Voss barn near New Sharon which burned at
two A. M., Beptember 27, 1919, Voss had previously reeeived threatening let-
tors to the effect that i€ he did not sell out und leave, he would be burned out.
There was no evidence of disloyalty among the Holland people at New

Sharon, ¥
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All of these fires were investigated by this department as well as special
agents and loeal authorities. A mass of evidence was taken by this depart-
ment including speeimen of handwritings for comparison with the threatening
lettors sent through the mails to Hollanders. This department being short
of funds and men, all the information we had was turned over to special agents
a% they had plenty of funds and men, but not until the enrly part of Novem-
ber, 1919, did evidence come to light in such s way that 4 confession was made
by Roy Eflin 1o the effeet that he had heen paid money to set the church,
sehoolhouse sud barn on fire. The evidence gathered was presented to the Ma-
haskn County grand jury December 4, 1019, Iting in the indi t of Ray
Eftin, Thomas Davis, Charley Lundy, John Jarrard, Roy Steen, and L. A,
Howell, all churged with conspiracy to commit arson, also indicted separately
for the erime of arson. At the January term, 1920, Roy Eflin entered a plea
of guilty und was sentenced to the penitentiary for a term of ten years
Davis was put on trial January 20, 1920. After a barid fought battle lasting
soveral days, Davis was aequitted. The other defendants have ded
separnte trinls.

STATISTICAL INFORMATION.

TABLE 1.
The footings of this table have been briefly set out in the introdue-
tory portion of this report. By months the fire losses and the num-
Ler of fires reported 1o this office for the years 1919 and 1918 were
as follows:
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TABLE 11
This table eontains a list of the kinds of structures destroyed or
dumaged, the value of the bnildings, the damage thereto, the value
of the contents, the damage thereto, and the character of the build-
ings involved. #
Classified by use, the ten highest elasses of property affected by
fires in 1918 and 1919 eome in the following order:
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his table coutains a summary of the causes of some of the tires
peported. the number of properties destroyed or damaged Trom
cach cause, and the smount of damage to the buildings and contents.
Clussified in their order by number, the ten highest elasses for 1918
and 1919 are as follows:
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RECOMMENDATIONS,

1. Provision should be made for stale inspection of clectrie
wiring, the inspector to be under the supervision of the state fire
marshal.

2. The installation of non-freezing fire extinguisliers in school
buildings.

#.  State regulation covering the bandling and storing of gaso-
line.

4. A law providing that no shingle voofs shall be permitted
hereafter upon buildings in eities of a certain class,

5. A law regulating theatres and motion pieture shows, speeify-
ing the eonstruction of the booth, the nmmber of exits, width of
aisles, ete,

6.  Inasmuel as fully ninety (90) per eent of the fire alarms
are given over the telephone, provision should be made to cover the
responsibility of telephone companies in the matter of receiving
and turning in fire alarms,

7. An inereased annual appropriation for the state fire mar-
shal’s office sufficient to earry on a eonstant inspeetion campaign
throughout the state whieh will no doubt eliminate thousands of
fire hazards and have o tendeney to cut down the fire wunte as well
as the iusurance premiums,

CONCLUSION,

To wy entive office foree whose loyal and faithful serviees to
we and to the state have been rendered in @ most competent and
geaerous manter, 1 desire to make this public acknowledgement of
appreciation.

Also to my worthy predecessor, Hon. Ole 0. Roe, 1 desire to
express my sineere gratitude for the kindness and confidence placed
it e during the eight vears of serviee as his deputy. No man could
have done more toward the upbuilding of a well organized state de-
partment .and to Mr. Roe great praise is justly due. He has been
a leader in the Fire Marshals® Association of North America, and in
the great work of conserving the resources of the state from the
vavages of fire he is recognized as having exceptional ability.
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