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I, E'J'1'EH OF TIL\:'\SmTT.\1.. 

Dt•s ~loin~s, l·'c·hruaa·~· 1, l!J:!I. 
Jim;. :\, 1-:. Kt::"1•.11.1 .. {;,,,.u·•w•· of l 01m. 

l'>IR: ln ~nmplinnt<• with lh ~ prm·i,ion< or luw I hal'(' th~ 

Jonnor t o SUIJtlli l ftt'I'I'Wilh tit~ 1\•nlh IIIIIJU31 l'l'fltll'l of lht' Offnirs 
,,[ this oll'i<·•• ('ll\'rrin!! th•• ,;rriucl lw!(innin{: .Ja nunr~· J, 1'1:!0, 

nud r ndiug DN·r tnl>t'J' :11. 1 9~0. hr.th tlnl('S im·ltHlt•tl. 
.1 . • \ . 'l'tLIC'Y. 8/u/ r !-'it·• ;1/m·.•/1 d. 

STAT!:: FIRE MAltSIIAL 

Apvolnled by lhc Governor. Term. ~·our Yean. I::XI>Ires July 1. 1923. 

OfU~ I ~awe 

~~~~~~-------·:.·.:-::::::=:..:- ~: t ~:.;..-_·:::-:..: 
~, ... r~tanl--·· ·--·····--······- IM M. Do..U. . . _ _ 
•\••l•lanl .. - ..... ---· ···-··· · ···· \\ G. Rabbitt ··-··· 
NHrf'l ary . . -------····--········ t...ura M. J•tf't· r.tn 

"'"'' cu, ........ . 
I~ »ohM'S. . ..... . 
' '#OI~n-(1~- -- ·· 
Ptf M OIUt'!l..- •.. 
~~ .. \1 1,.11~-----·· 

Jo•L . ....... .. 
lo•• _ . . 
Vl••• .. lrL . . _ 
IMl&nL ••. . 
lllliWIJ .. __ 

'J'he tnUre ex~ntO oC tbe Stole Fire llarthart orflco lt paid out o t the .-en· 
eral re\l~nuo o f the atlte. 



Fur thr yt•nr HI:!O, .t,j3!) fires wen• r~port~d to thi;, offart• 
in,·oh·inl( a Jm,;, of $!1,010,3:;;, The prn}lea·ty in"uh·e,l in tlw~t· 
lire~ wn~ ,·nlned at $.)1,3.)b,.>.>i, on which there was $30,.1:!1,77!1 
insuraawc enrrit•tl. 

Included in thi< .. los;, tht•re w~rr 5:!$ fire~ totalling a lo'~ of 
ia'3:! 1,6!11 upon which thrrc wa~ no in,uranee carried. 

The number o[ firt•s in 1!1:!0 wn, :;:-.:! rnnre than in 1!11!1. 
The fire )o,...., in 1!1:!0 wn& :i;:!::!O,:;:!:! ~treater than iu 1!119. 
'flw 11\'t>rage dai1~· lo"l> o[ the year 19:!0 amounteJ to $24,768, 

whirh is a doily iaH'r('a'e of $till I O\'f'r the year 1919. 
'l'hc a\'!•roge lo~' in ent·h fin• of 19:!0 was $1,99:! which is o 

derrt'll'>~ in eat·h fire of $:!:lli O\l'r th<• year 1!119. 
During the year ten ( 10) fir,., ~>c<·urrcd in each of which 

the Joss rxree<Jed $!10,000, ns foll~>ws: 

April 5, CC!dar llaplds ............. .... ...... . ... $ 
April 25, Webster City ........................... . 
May 13, Hedrick .............. . . .. .. .. .......... . 
Mny 16, Waterloo ............... . .. .. . ..... . .... . 
July G, Creston ....... . .................... . .... . 
.Ju ly 9, Oubu<auu ............ . . . . .... ........... . 
Orlober 4. OubU(JUC ............................ . 

Ottobcr H. Des Mol net~ ......... . ........... . .. .. 
November 13, Dee Mol nco ...... ...... .......... .. 
Novcmhcr 26. Des Moine~ .... . ....... ...... . ... .. 

90,623 
401,440 
119.000 
118.S49 
125,700 
279,000 
102.fi31 
n,ooo 

! 03,967 
223.>41 

Tow I ......................... ............ . $1.657,751 

,\ nnn:~· CO\II'AIUSON OF' ~'lilt-: WSS~:s DUlliNG TU~; 

I'AST t'IVE Yto:AllS 

In 1916, lhrrr were 4,411 Or.,., totalllllll; a IO«S or .............. $~.991,%4: 
In !917, lltrrt" WH" 4,9:,3 ft""•· IO!alllnll; a IO... or ... ·.••• o •••• • • 7,!16.%45 
In 1918. there were 4,393 fir~. totalling a loss of.............. 6,440,771 
tn 1919. thPre were 3.9$7 flrew, tol8111og a loss of. 0 •••••••• • • 

0 
•• 8.819.835 

In 19%0, there were 4,539 ftrH, totalling a loss or ............... 9,040,357 



6 Tt-:1\:TII ANI\UA L REPORT 

'rht• Cvllowillf.: tahl.•' will ~tin• you th•• I"'' by uwulhs. the 
kinc.l .. r Mru!'lur•·, i11 whi,·h the ,::r~atc~t numht•r of lir.:s occurrN) 
and the eaU',('S nC till' 1-(rt•a(l'i'( lllllllhrt· <of lin•,, 

t.OSS IIY MO.''l'IIS 

.lanua ry 741 
t~ebruary ... . ........................ , . . Gt. 4 
!\Iorch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 442 
April . . .......... .. .......... . .......... 3~4 

)lay . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !!:43 
June . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 2Gl 
J uly .................................... 260 
J\U,gufl.t . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 2i0 
S~pterubcr . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . 2SG 
October . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . • . . . . 334 
No,·entbcr . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 357 
December . . . . • . . . . . .. .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . • . . . 468 

TOtals .............................. 4,539 

912,295 
591.881 
90U04 

1.0:4,\3;; 
48~.490 

551.3H 
926.096 
692,&97 
~27 ,347 

~07.660 

853.307 
759.958 

$9.040,357 

Kind of Structu..- Xumbtr Lo•s 
$1,SS1.\70 
1.082.~99 

l,S90.0~7 

:i20.7~7 

36.514 
IG0,204 

Dwellings •........................................ ~.466 
Uan1s ....... ...................................... 374 
Stores .............................•... ~ . . . . . . . . . . . 26:i 
Garages ......................... . ................ .. 170 
Automobiles ..... . ....... . . . ....................... 141 
Shops ............................. ... . ............ 112 
Restaurants an~ Cafes • , ....... , • , ...... , • . . .. • .. . . G9 
Sheds . .. . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . G9 
Jo'aetorlel! . . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . . . .. .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. .. .. ~c 

Seboolbouses . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. GO 
OII'IC<'OI and oll'lcc bulhilnll•·......... ... .. .. ... .. .. • 49 

Totals ......................................... 3.~01 

Cause l"urnbE!r 
!:!parks !rom lluc ......... ,., ... . ..... ....... , .... , . 1,316 
Unknown • , ....... , .... , • . . . . • . . . . • . . • . . • . . • . . . . • . 738 
u crccttvc flu es .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. • 312 
Stove8. bOilers, rurnoce• ond llreJ)Iuccs. . ............ . 321 
Acljolntng ............... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • . . . . • . . . . . 272 
Defe<:th·e electric •l'lrlnt . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. 177 
Llcbtnlng . .. .. .. .. • . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. • . .. 15% 
Spontoneou• eombuatton . .. . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. 147 
Smoker·• carelessn.,.o............................... 109 
Children and match~s ......... , • .. . .. . .. .. . .. • • .. . • 9:> 
Incendiary and probnhly Incendiary . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 83 

Totut~ ....... , ........ , ........... . ............ 3,722 

67,040 
24,71'3 

G3l.l>~2 

32~.199 

GJ.03:l 

$6.665,227 

Loss 
$ 4G5.S9J 
3,881.098 

474.667 
355,S84 
S94,734 
S56.7S3 
388,599 
443,199 
169,835 

50,134 
372,290 

$S,053,GSO 

RT.\T~: ~'lilt·: \1\llSII \1, 

fly grt~upiu~ tlw fire•, in \\ lii•·h l[n .. nluu• ,, .. , in\'Hh'f•tl, Wt' fiml 
th~re w~rr :!00 fir.•,, lutallin~ n I'"' toC ::.tl.'i,.'\:H. 

Thrre \Wr~ uho l:!i fires, tutolling 11 ""' 11£ $i0,1H in ~on· 
ucction with ~t''''''IJiw• earcl<•!o."h'"· an.! al"' 1,1i71i lil·r, totalling 
a loss of $9i·l,2;i6 in connection wit h llu<•s, !>mokepii'C nnd hot 
u ir pipes. 

DEA'l'IIS flY l:' l lll~: In 1!120 1 hrr~ "''''''' 10:; d~aths t'ftlttrh•tl 
as the dir<·d r<'Mtlt or lin•, of which tnunhrr 47 w~r~ women 
nnd 33 were chilc.lrcn. 

I n 4:! rnws fatal to lift-. ga~olin~ or t•onl nil "'''rc im·oh·rd. To 
4 cases childrrn wrre burnNI ttJ dt•uth n~ the rt,ult or bl'ltfirc 
rat·eh;''"'''S. In ]:{ cas<"S w .. uwn w, .•. ,. huructl to death as thl! 
r esttlt or :.to,·r cnrclcssawss. 

Table i!'\umh~t·s I, 11, nn<l 11 1 iu lllt' lut<•k or t his rrport will 
~i,·c you dt•tnilt•tl infot·matir;n sh~>win~-t the numbct· or fires, 
t o~ by counli<'s, kind or stru<·lltr<'' anti t'Utlhi'S or the \'at•io us 
fires t'('JlOrtrcl. 

Table ~umbrrR IV and \' will (1h't' you th~ nam('ll of Inc! 
cities and towns in which in~pcctions were made a« well as the 
collDtics in which su!.picious fires were in,·c~tigatcd. 

1'hc rollowing luhlcs will giv(' you the loss in the 19 lnr~rst 

citit•s in th r stnlc in 1920 as c<JiliiiAJ'<'<I with the loss in the sumc 

cit ies in 1!!19. 
The inc•·cnsc in the loss mny in n mcusnre be accounted for 

by the inflnt~d \'Blues of both buil<lin!I'H nncl mcrcbandis~, nnd 
the fire proc.lurin~ agrn~ies "liCh n~ gn,olinr and el~ctri~ wiring, 
and la~t but not h•ast th<' rrncljn'1 nwnt p<'riotl which is un· 
doubtt>dl~· rt.'•ponsiblc Cor man~· fires with n tremendon~ loss. 



Cit> r\o. J.'lrl'"' Lo•~ 

lS,OH 
s:,,!.23 

127,127 
37.1s9 

Boun(: 

Hurlln,:.ton ... . . • .. • .. • . , .. , .. , . • .... . ............. 
('odor rtnpld• ...... .. ............................. . 
('linton .......... . . .. ............................. . 
rounrll Bluff< ................................ . .... . 
111\\·enJX>rt ••.••.•. • •.•. • •••.••..•.•• • •.•....•. • •••• 

l)<o )Joln~s ........ . ... ...... ...... . .............. . 
Ouhuque ................................. ........ . 
l't. \latll•on ... ....... . .............. .... .......... . 
~'t. Dodge ......................... . .... .. ........ . 
Iowa C'lty ............... . ... .. .. .. ...... . .. . ...... . 
Keokuk ........................................... . 
Mnr•halllown ................................. , . . . . 
Mu<on ('fly ............ . ...... . .. .. . .. . ........... . 
1\1u-.catlrlc ....... . ..................... . ............. . 
Otturn\\'U .... . .. • ............... •• . • ............... 
()skoiOOII.'l .... . ............... . . .. ................ . 

Sioux City ..... . .. ... ................. ..... ....... . 

2iG 

GG4 
~~ 

3% 
50 
4S 
54 
so 
G4 

·~ 104 
:o 

275 
Wuterfoo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172 

109.142 
179.99S 

I,02~.G3S 

50%.'13 
%1,435 

222.409 
74,109 
23.428 
29,214 

153,02r. 
43,t·2!! 
39.54~ 

11,395 

190,030 
2l,,10~ 

C'ITI~~S SHOWI"CI J\)f0UI':T OF INCREASE LOSS IN 1920 OVER 1919 

noonc . ......................................... $ 
Hurllngton ...... , .......... , . .......... ....... .. 
Clinton ......................................... , 
Council Dlulfs ..................... . ............ . 
Davenport .......... , .......... • ................. 
Des llolnes .................................... .. 
Dubuque .................... . . ..... .......... • .. 
Ft. Dodge ...................................... . 
Iowa City ..................................... .. 
Mason City ........... .. ........................ . 
Muscatine ......................... . ........... . 
OLtun1wa ...•... . .. • .......... ... . .. • •.•..• , .... . 
Waterloo ......... . .. .. . ...... .. .......... ..... . 

6,712 
39.~~9 

~3.749 

67,108 
13;,944 
13G,Si7 
158,%50 
154,730 

60,694 
128,313 
17,825 

3,685 
l (iG,475 

C'fTII::S SHOWINCI AMOttNT OF DECRF.ASEl LOSS IN 1920 OVER 1919 

CedAr Rapids ........ .. .......................... $2.392.902 
r't. lladlson .. • .. • .. .. • .. . .. .. . .. .. • .. • . . .. • .. .. 127.173 
Keokuk ................ , . .. .. .. • .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. • 1,518 
Marshalltown • .. .. . .. . .. .. . . . .. • .. . . . .. .. . .. • . . • fi4,1611 
Oskaloosa • . . .. • .. .. • . • . . . .. . . .. .. • .. .. • .. .. • . . . . 17,830 
Sioux City • .. .. • . . . . . . . • .. .. . . . . . . .. .. • .. • . • . . • . 37li,09G 

ST.\TF. FIHF: \IAIISIIAL 

INVESTII:Nri ONS 

In 1!1:!0, J.'\ll XUNpiciou,; fin•, Wt•t·r itt\'o•,lil-(uio'd iu liO tlifl'o•t·o•nL 
ronntio·~ in tht• stnh• which rt'"tlit•d in th~ un·, . .,, uf :!1 lh'l'"•n~ 
dtRl'!(t'tl with ~>o•ttin~; lire eithet· fur rnt•ll!(t' or to t·toll<·et ho'll\') 
in!.uranec. 

In ncltlition lu tlH' nrn•sts maolP, !lu•rt• ur~ mntn· cn.c:- •till in 
lhe baud' Of lhl' ('IHIU1y attortwy~ for tht•Jr t•un:i tl!'ratiUU th H 

n•sult of tlw im·t•,tivntions mndt• hy tlti' do•p;~rtm,•nt. 

Th~ :tamr, nf the partie~ lllTO''h'd in 1!1:!0 will be found muh·t· 
tb(\ hNul of ·· Ar1'£•to.ts nud PrH~•'<·utittn~. ~' 

'l'lw I'N·m·ol, wil l show that sino•t• tho· ofricc was t•stnlolisht•tl 
121 pcr~ons IHI\' <' lJt'"" t·on,·ido•cl with umuy <•n><•s ~till p••tulinf(, 
awaiting l'fllll'l nc·tion. 

In tht' mntlt•t· nf {!alherinv r'·itl<'n<·o· ,,,. han• cx ... r,-i,•••l th~ 

(,Crt•ato'sl t•uto· thnl no innrofo·nt Jwr,hfl ,lf,nltl ,uff~r. hut whc·n 1\'o• 
nr~ "lli,flo••l 11 c·rim~ has been <'nmmitt•~t. w~ ha1·~ dmw nt'r)­
fhinA" wi!hin unr power to bring the l(ttilty onP~ to ju<,tit·c 
without f<•nr ur ru,·or. 

We hn1·c nl~o made it a uni,·c·rsul pt·ut•liCP to not bnrth•u 
the cotmly nliru·nt•,\'S with rvidt·nt·t• l(ntht•t•t•d unl~"" lhr r·c• wns 
c1•idcnct• tPntlini( lo ~how that 11 rrinu• hn<l ho•o·n cnmmitto•tl. 

The ro•oluc,ts fot· the im·c--til-(nli~on of ,u,pit·iotL' flrrs lh~ I)D•l 
four months hun• bc•t•n ruun) 11101rC ihnn '''t'r hr•furr nntl ill 
<·au,iuJ: alnrm all n1·er th.: ~>tatt•. 

I dt·~irc to call your attention w !he great uumbN· or fir•''! 
of C:--:K:\0\\'/1: <H'i(,Cill in whidt 1111' lo'-' wn~ mol''-' tban l!';t,l\00,· 
000. Thi' bhnuhl HWIIkt•U lhc ll''"""' tu tilt' l(rtat illll)flrlano•t• or 
ditninnlill!( 1-(I'U~S \'U I'Cif'S.<IIP!.S1 hNt<•r lh·r fighting ruciliti<·s, 111111 

also I he I(I'C•n t nPNI llf a l!u·ger drpu t·lm<·utl'or inve.tigatiuu nuo l 
itt.~pcetion puqtnscM c>pccially dul'in~t lhr t'l'adjusfnwnt lkt'io<l. 

Il'\SPt:CTIOSS 

In 1!1:?0, l ,b!J:! in•pt'ctions were nlath· hy this deparhnenl in 
ll:-0 clifl'1•r.•nt o•itio•o, and town' rl'suhinl( in the renlo,·al uf hun. 
drl'•Lo; or fir~• hnzurtl'<. 'l'ltis i' in nohlili<~n fo n rrrcnt mnny fir.• 
hazat·<h tlml lw\·t· lwo•n Pliminni<•ol ihrouj!h •·<~rl'P•Jtt>tnlo·twc bn~o·ol 
upon complaint~ or fit•t• cbir£~, dly ufl'i1·iuls, in;,umtH·(· Nlllllmni··~ 
llJtd othe rs. 



10 

()u ,. •·•·<•fll'ds will ,lww thnt !l.i',; ,,. mur,· uf tht· urtl~rs bMtNI 
loU\'t' l~t•t•U I'IH11plil'tJ With. 

)Ju,l of th,•:;.t.• in'J'''''tious \\'(•rp tund t• 4'J1 t•nntto to a1ttl rdurn. 
'"~ frHata pi .. H·<'S wlwn• iu,·c~ti;.::a•inn"' Wt'rl'" suatl('. th"•·,•by athlint-: 
but littl•· •·~tru <'XPNIS•• ltl th•• ~tat•• fur iu'l"'clillll pu1·puws. 

J am !il'lllly n( th~ upiuiuu tlwt u thn1·uugh im.p•·•·linu tlu·tut~h· 
out th•' "lul t• w"ulcl vut clowu tlh' fil·r wu;.to mo•·•· tl1nn a milliuu 
du1lar" P<'l' ~·,•ar. '!'hi s <•piuinu ;, llU"'" on the fnl'l that wlwro• 
iu••wvtiuw, han• hr.•n mntlc the firt• '"'" is lntll'h ;,mnll••r thuu 
"lw•·•' t h,.,.,, h:ll'l' bN'u un in;,p•'di<•u' m:Hlr hy thi, dt•pat·tm~ut. 

C'atl'lt•».,ut•:-.s aut! iuolifT,•n•twe Ill'•' "'''l"""ible fur lhn•c.(<,urtlu, 
of l ht• fin•s that Oc•·u r·, und the nu ly way to <·ut tlown th•• 
•'lWl'l:tnus fit·•· los~ is hy itH.pectinns uutl rigid t·ufon:rmcnt of 
thr luw iu thr r<'muntl uf fit·t• hO?:u·tl~. 

.\>, 11 •·ulv thr uiTict• has lmtl "'t·••llcnt V<H•I'"''ulinn frnm 
must of lht• tire chi<•f, iu tht· m.oll••r of iu,pPI'Iiuns aud fort 
Pl'('l'('llti tll l Wtll'k. 

l n n ft•w NIS<'s wlH•n' nnlc r~ hntl lwl'n is~ut'tl, it has l!o•c·n 
nec·c-.,..try In Lring ;,nit fnr thl.' rolll'ctinu of tho' 'tatutory p~n­
alty lor fnilurp to l'omply. hut in t·l'<'ry •·asc ~o fnr, the onlt·r~ 
had l!tt•n <'Omplicd with before th!' euse cam~ tu trial. Thi' 
wa~ lut·~et•ly tluc to th<' CI'I·OPl'ratinn we !HJI't' hn•l with t·ily 
uO'icinlN ill tho town~ wh~•·c the prnpr •·t~· was locnlt•d. 

J::OUCATIONAL. WORK 

l'ndcr the ~tate fire tnarsbal law. I he stat e fin• mar,hul ha~ 
pr<'pari'd bulletins on the CatL•r~ nud Dan~··rs of Fir~ for ""' 
iu the Rchools, and hus l'ndea\'tll'<'d to reach cl' t'IT 'rhool in 
the s lut<'. u~ the luw •·cqui•·e~ the INwhing of !•'in• P•·cvcnl inu 
in connc<•ti on with other branclw~. T cuchcrs twglrcting thi~ 

duty art' suhjl'ct to n rwnolty. 
F ire drills are ahu rNtnircd at h·a~t once l'llth month in 

all bui ldings or mot·l' thnn one story. 
Bach yrur tbc sltllr 11ro ruat·&hn l sends out f•·om 50,000 I<> 

75,000 pi eel's of F'ir<' Prr,•t•nt ion lih't·utur.-. 
In 19 1!1 there were :Jfi,OOO large ~oi7.c post~r~, con taining the 

Pire Prrnntion prorlnmation of th<' Governor 'IUrrounded by 
photos nf fire hoz•u·ds, M·nt nut for u~r in the sc·hnnls nnd puhli<· 
pla ce>~. 

Tn 19:!0 there wr r c 30,000 of the ~anw sizr pnslt·•·N s~nt <lut. 
Thr81' llOst t•rs coutuiut•d tlw fin• prt•\•cntion prMlamation of 

tbc G<H·crnor, also ft)Ur 1>ngcs or r eproduced ncwspnper clip· 

ST.\Tt: Ftnf: ~L,RSIIAL 11 

t•iugs J!ll'lltg lh r ac·•·IJtlltl <•f m:ouy trnr.:i•• anol hnrrihlo• tl•'aths 
111' bnth wonH·u untl d tildo•o· u t h •·nu)(h I'IH't·l •·"""·xs with 111·,•. 

I also snli•·itrtl th£> ''"·"P'' ''II1ion of <'ity and couuty suprr in­
lt'ndents O( 'c•hoo}!'- Ill rurtlwt'Hll.: fJUr ••ffurl~ to rt':u•h ~\'t.'r\* 
whonlbnusc out I hom(' iu tl11• ;,lith' 11 h•'r•• tht'l'<' 1nrc o·hihlr,;n 
iu "'hool. Our plan "'"' In haug n ~'in• Po·rvt>nliuu pnst1·r in 
1'\'t'I'Y !'icliOollww"~t' awl fut'tli..,h ('Vj'I'Y M'holut· n honw insp1•(•ti,Hl 

hlauk, wh i<·h if folh>ll'•'d nut "' !WI' iusll·uct i111" 11 1111hl •·e· 
quire a thorou~:h in~prcli••n of ll•e ~dwlar's h<~uu•. The bluuks 
fur the l>llrpn~t' would nt•'NI .illll.()OI) iu llllntlu•r, aud with the 
cxct•ption of one county supcrintcnd•·nt 1 had &plt·mli<l co-op­
t\ratiou. 

I want to publicly n•·knowlr dg<' nud thauk ull of th<• t•ounty 
supcriniNHI<•uts ftll' their l{t·nrrous aid in ll1r stuprnd!•U' unJ!'r· 
tukiu~,: wloi(•h wns the mu~l fu•·-rc~~ehin:: J.'irc Prcnntion Clllll· 

t>ai~rn eYer nttrmpted by nn~· state in tb~ union. 
I wish to urge UJ>On th~ city und rnuuty superinlt•nd••uls 

the continuan~c o£ these <·nnopaigt1S nn1l th~ importnnt•c of im­
lH'cssing upon the )'01111!: minols th<• gl't•:tt nc(•d of rral l~i rc 

l'•·r\'l'nlion, which will hal'l' n t••ndr1wY to eliminate rnrt•lrss· 
ul'los and nl•o cduralc llwm in ll•<' eau~:,, uml dang<'rs or fires. 
People of mat urr ngc hrcllmo• tL"'<l Ill tho•1r own surroundings 
hut habits f~~t•m•·d by o·l•ildr1• n arc luu·d tu on·•·conw. l a•.t 
,,., tlw rr fMr, rnn•tau tly imprr&< nprm tltt• ynung min,lA th~ 

).:l'l'llti'Sl ()nnJ!C'I"' that Cllllfl'llll l the .\nwri(•llll prupll' or IOdny, 
a• the hoys nnd ~rirls or toolny will ht• tlw lll~n ond \\'()Jil('ll of 
tmnorrow. 

STATISTH'AL WORK 

t'ntil the I'Siabti,hmcnt of ll•r stnl~ firr mnr•hal's oiTirr, 
1111ti thc pro\'i,ions f<Jr thl' rollPetion nnd puhliratinn hy tbis 
drtlnrtment of ccrtnin dutu 111•rtaininr.: to fir,• '""'""· lh!'rP had 
lwt•n no niTii'P or oth~r :tl(l'nt·y in the stnlo• ron<•<'rul'd in Rt•c ur­
ing this information, rx t·••pt the compnnir~ and 1\RHO<•intions 
1loing a fit·(' in~uranl'!' busin•·'•· 'l'ht> fire dntn •·rt)(lrt ~d hy them 
to tbt' nll'ilttl~ ol•·parlmo·n" dnc' not ~:ivt> full information out­
~id!' of thr amount ~nll!'rl•·•l from thl' in~urRuec enftl llunirs. 
Ko tttcount r•lultl thl'l't'fHrf' ho• lnkl'll by tlwm o[ tbr '""'"' which 
wo••·e t·ithrt· pnrtinlly or wh.,lly " ' ithnnl in~nrnnor, noul when 
WI' ronsirll'l' that ahnnt tll·o·Jity-lh'!' 1w•· c·t·nt of the to tnl 1111· 

nun! fire lo~t< i11 !hi~ state i• nul <'0\'l'rt•<l by in~urnn rc, we must 
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at 11111·o• i'IIIH'hltlt• 1ha1 llw IIIII." "I'IH'o\imalt•ly cuutpll'lt• and nc•. 
t'lll'a lt• stati""ti(·HI ilii'Ol'tllulinn r·.-lath•t\ lu tlw!-.t• tna11t1t'.'( l~ oiJiaiw•d 
h.t· tho• ,t;alo• lin~ mua·,hal. 

lt i' lo·ur that in many cns<•s I he \·aluc,; ar<' bas<'tl '"' 
th(' •·•utollluc·•l ju<l~-:u .. ·ut .. r the "" '"''' au<l till' Iii'!· t·hi<'r or 
rhc tom' ot-hip dl'l·k who1 i"'l"'('ls tho· lirt• nllllrnakl's I he I'<'JIOI'I. 

lu adolilrun to llw lo~<.~ nud dnolllll(o', ouo· r·;•pur· ls c•ov,• r· 1l11• 

malrriol clo•!>troycol, till' dnmng<' lu lh,. huildiolf.( 1111d the con. 
trots set mol sernmtPiy, nl-o th<' cnu"• of <'ath fore so fur n~ 
kuown. 

For more detailed information S('C 'l'nbles :-;umbro·etl I, :land 3. 

~·tn~; PR~WflNTTON 

The nwthod of r<'nl l•'io·o• l'rrn•nliuu i!> in it~ iufuuey. Thr 
fouudntiun o£ Fire Pn•\'o•utiun i• thornu~th in,pN·liom fullolwt•d 
by good housek<'cping whio•h will t>limiunh• gro"-• o•nn•lcs.•ness. 

If we would follow lh<· pral'lir<' uf the forl'igu countries 
more ('lo~~ly, we wouhl soon sec thr fire waste rl'duccd OIIC· 

half wh11t it i1. toda~·. 

In the l:nitl"d Stall'S lhP ~·parly loss i• about $:t:>O pl'r capita: 

ln Retp;lum .......................................... $t.02 
In nuasln . .. .. . . . . • . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . • . . . .. . . . .. .97 
In Jo'ronco . .. . .. . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . • . . . . .. . .. . .. . .74 
Tn En&lnod . .. . . . . .. .. .. • • .. . . . • . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .64 
In Norway . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . .55 
In ItAly ................... ............. ............. .!.3 
In J aJ)3n ............................................. 51 
In Sweden ............................................ n 
ln Austria . • • . • .. • . . . . • . . .. .. . • . • . . .. .. . .. • • . .. . • . • . . .32 
Tn Ocrmany . . • . . • . • .. . . • .. . .. .. . • • .. . . • • . . • . .. .. .. • . .28 
In :'\ethcrlaods . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. .11 

\\Ia at's 1 he reason f 
The lnw or France i" Bn•ry perso1~is respom;iblc nnd liable 

for any nets of his by which any other person hurl or may 
hal'e sush•ioll'd nny loAA, olumagc or injury. 

Every person is rt>sponsible for on~· loss, damage or injury 
eausNl by his own a<>t, cart'le .. snes.~ or oeglil!'euce. 

This lllNIIIS that if 11 tln• starts in ony prcoiiii.'S through gros.' 
carl'lcsstwss or # wit of the owner or tt>nant, all rlumnge doul' 
to neil(hboo·ing propi'I' IY hy tlwt 1\rt> rnuRt be mod(' good. Theo·c 
is no limit to the liability which mny rxtend to au c•nlirc block 
in ease u£ u conflagration. 
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Itt (h•rJUHU,\. I liP,\ l'\t'll ~., ru.·tlll•t• tlwu lhf' 0\\ lh'l' ill' h'11:lHt, 

1111d Jtnltl I ill' pt'i'\ inu:"\ U\\lli•t' •II' 4'\"t'll l'HIIII'HPior il' 11u- fuult 
lay in tlh• , ... ,,,11't11"1iuu Ill' ''a' kno\\ 11 111 •• ,j,t J.,· tlh• fot'lllt·r 

uwnf+r and ·"ohl witlwut knH\\l•l-1~·· 1u th•• u\\twr. uf 1l1t• 1nu1,_ 
•\rly at thf'\ tiuu- .,r fir••, unit·,, it t·an IH' pru\1~11 that thP 1"''' + 
Pltl nwtlt'l' luul kuuwl,•dJ.!'' uf tlu• •l··ft't·l.... I( it ('l.&ll h•· pt'H\' ''" 

llont 1111• 01\1'1\o'l' Ill' h·u:111l hnol kll~owlo•cll(o• ol' olo•i'•••·b 11 1111 lh··~· 
failt•d lfl 1'(1tlll•tly Si.HIH", tiW)' IIUl ltiJI,V foe·r,•il tllt•it· iii!<\UI'II IH'l', 

hut ae·t· uuult' to pu~· th•· •'\(Wtht' ,,f · ·~lilll!lli,hiuf.[ th•• tl1·.-• nud 
nn (\'(tra (l(•uulty fut llll'ir •wult·,·t. 

'ntis IilHtw law npplit•' t11 utlu•r for••iJ!n ~·-.uutri•·Q, 

In lloi~ 1'!111111)' the jlt•uro·nl IH'ar·lit·•· i' 111 1\'l'it.• nll lht• ill· 
hlll'IIUCl' I ll <· H~\oi.Ul'C'd \\ UJIIS1 1111d wh.-u II fin• Ol'('IJI'I'\ lh t• l't'rll· 

pu11~· oflo•n o·u,ho•s iu, Jlii,I'R lht• loJ,;, wilhoollt ally 'l"'''ti•lll. lllltl 
fro'<llll'lltl) ndnrtist•s tlu• f1u•t n£ <tnio•k ~o•tllo·m~llts lo "'11 mor<' 
iu,uraurr. 

"'hy not hoJld n po•r;,cm liahlio for olnmnjlo'' if lw nllnwR n 
fio·~ In i<hll'l llll'llU;lh his nwn Cll l'f'io•~suo•" tlu· Slllll•' ns if lor 

iujUI'I'S S0111CIHI(' by SOIIW ntlwr ad of i'lll'i•Jo•.sncss? )Jnkf• the 
Nlllll' Jaw IIJlJII.I' to the li\\'IH'rM Of fire hR111T!IS that )'flU 1!0 IO 

rili<'R or <·urpnrntion• :11ul yflu hot·o· .,,J, o•<l th1• J>ruhh•m of 
Firtl Pr4•\''1utiou. 

AHREST~ .\:\1> PRO~E('t'TIO:'\S 

JEFFERSON. GRF:EXE COUI'iTY 

About 7:30 P. 'M .. Deeembrr 20. !919, a Ore occurred In a orenm 1tnt1on 
owned by M. Mahoney, I be Ore lxllnl( set by the aid of coal oil. On Deemn· 
b<er 29, 1919, Mahoney was arrroted charged with •elllng lhc nre to 
InJure the loaurao~ company. A preliminary wu beld January 6. 1920. 
at wblcb lime tbe ddeodant wu dlo.barged. 

On Januory 26, 192Q, ohe ynnd jurr returned an Indictment a,;alotrt 
the dclenllnnt cha rging him with •cUing tile nrc. On May 3. 1920, 
Mahone)' entered a plea or 11\lltlY and was scnjeuced t.o the J)Cnltcnllnry 
AI H. Madison lor five yean. 

AIJ\S0:-1 CITY, CERRO GORDO COUl'\TY 

On October 10. 191~. a ftre O<'curi'M In a dwellln ... owned by Jobn 
Skartta and Gregorio Rlgoo. Thl8 dwelling wa• oeeul!lrd by Orr~torla 
ntgoo. Thtfl ftl'il was tnvc•tlgated In February, 1920, and re.ulted In 
lhe Indictment ol Gregori& lllgOII at tbe April torm, 1920. On May 12, 
1920. tbe defendant ..-u trtod by Jurr and acquitted. 



TEI'ITII ANNI'AI, ltl•:I'ORT 

m:s ~IOIN~:s, POUi: C0\11\TY 

Ahout t t:. 1'. ~1 .. Mnr ~!. 19~0. n Ore I>N'urrt'<l In a dwelling hou~ 
~«UPI"I h)· I.IIIJ<l' Webh, Tbl• Or\' wn• M't by c<)al oil In •eYcral rooms. 
.t\Cu·r nn 111\~tf~.J.tiOn by tbi~ dep:.rtment. fnrornuuion was Oled agntnst 
Wel,l> th,.~ln~: him wllh thr •citing Of thr Ore to Injure the lnsuranee 
r-nmp:Uly. 

Bdorr lh~ warrant or n.rr~t coultl he M('t\'<!fl on \\"tbb, \Vebb we-nt 
to C'nnn•ln. l.a lor Webb was tndlct<'tl a nd rxt rn<ll tcd. II ~ was t•lnc"l on 
trfal ~--t!hrunry 17, lft21, nnd arwr n Y<'ry ~~~' 11'4Utlonn1 tria l he was ron. 
vlclcd. 

nurln~ lhc lrlnl Webb was arrested charge,! with nUen>t>t to •uhornMc 
lli'TjUI'y, 

c~;DAR RAPIDS, LI:O."N COIJI'\TY 

AbOut 1:15 nnd 4:30 A. :11., July 14 , 1!120, nr.-. oecurred in n dwelling 
hou.,.. own1od nud OCCUI>ied by lladlno Sarah Sll••cr.tcln and family, 
The~e Ort.'11 were set In abOut twenty·Ove lliOC('O with kindling and co•l 
oil. The bou•e bod been st rtpJ)(l(l or hou•<•bold ~ood•, some ehlppt'd out 
or town and others placed In a junk stora~e hoWl~. There was heuy 
lnouran«' on both the buitdln!l! and lh4! content•. 

1\fter on Investigation bJ' this department, M111. Hatllas Sarab Silver 
oteln nnd daughter Sadie Silverstein "'ere Arrested and held to aw3l 
tho action or lh e gr3nd jury which rNurned lndlctmenls against botb 
d~fcndnnt•. A trial la3tlng from December 18t to 9th, 1920, res ulted tn 
the OCfiUitll11 or both. The auorney for tloh•nclnnt• •tatc•l they had not 
mnd c clutm nor would they make claim ror ln~urance ond could not have 
dr!rnuded lhc lnsunmcc company us chnrg<•d 1t1 tho ludlctm~nt. 

NORWALI{, WARHF.N COUNTY 

On the cnrl)' morning of July 22, 1920, a chee~c factory owned and 
occupied by Leonard Crlstlanl was dl'lilroyed by ftrc. Crlsllant wu 
Indicted at the No•·cmber term, 1920. 

On January 19, 1921. Crlltiano wu tried at 1ncllanola and found 
guilty or burning tho cheese ractory to Injure the Insurance company, 
and was acnlonced to ten years at the Fort ~ladl1o0n penllentlary. Ed· 
donee a:uthcrod by tbls department. 

FORT ~OlSON. LEE COUNTY 

About 9 P. M., August G. 1920, " Ore occurred In n dwelling owned 
nnd occupl~tl by A. D. Moss . After nn ln,esllgnllon bl' this (lepartment, 
MOt<• wns nrrested Augus t 9, 1920, nnd held to the grnncl jury chnrged 
wllb •••tUng tbe llrc to Injure the Ins urance con)Jlnny, The grand jury 
at th e SCI>tembrr term. 1920, ignored Indictment, 

In lhla ca•e hou sehold goods had been removed previous to the nre ~tnd 
t hlpp;:d to J>orkereburg, West \'irglnla. The ~vidence In tbls case s howed 
that three ll~tbted cnodh" were placrd In hnrrel1 anti ahavtogs. Tbeae 
bnrre!J were located In dllrer.,nt places In the houae. 

I ~ 

.o\IJOut : :\. ~1 .. ,.\u~uttt lU, t••!!H, ;.a fin• Of'{Urr~"t! in a J"H.hh:nct• oc~;UJih-.t 
h' C. 0. Clay. ..\ftfr an ln,t·:-otlnlfun l1y tbh~ d(•partm~nl, ("h1y "·'~ 
arr~tf'd .\ UJro:o.t Hth dmr.&;f"fl "lth t·Uing tbt> fire to Injure th~ insur:trU"t 
eompon)'. On October ~~~. 19!0, Clay '""' ln•llct<d by the grand jury, 
t:u•• 8tlll pending, 

WASHINGTON TOWI'IS itll'. JMlPER COU1\TY 

About 3 i\. ll., Septcmhflr Hl , 1920, tlll RultJ wzu1 hurnrd In n Rtraw ~tack, 

the car h:\\'iug been drh'Cn hHo t.hiK ~tlrnw Mturk ro r the puqu:.st! ot lturn­
ln~ to coll~cl tb~ $1.500.00 tn•urunr~ on tb~ car. 

After an tnvestlgutfon by thta ti{IJ):•rtmcut. Oleun A. F lck urul Pnt 
Mc.-\nna were indicted OctolJer lG, J!;2o, chorg:ed wllb arson. Cu&O s till 
!l<!ndlug. 

MA SSENA, ('ASS t'OU NTY 

On the DIJ;bt of Oclober G, U!O, a nr• O<·rurred In J •rbool hou .,, at 
MoMena. After an io\·eatl«atlon l;)• thh' •leparunent, \\'flllant B)-rd. a 
bOy fourteen years or aRe, mode a coore""ton that he set the ftr• with 
the nid or coal oil. 

On Ocl<l~r 23, 1920, Oyr<l "'"" orr.IIJtn•d belore Judge Rockafellow 
who sentenced bfm to tht Training S<'hnol lor Uoys a t ~:!dora. COn· 
rcsslon Be<:urt'd by this departlllcnl. 

CO!';SOL, ~IONHOfl COUNTY 

About 4 P. M., October 11, 1920, a fire occurred lu the rosldcnco or ¥; d. 
Edcuhurg. ~I rs. Chartotta Hoehuck was arrested charged with • •lll1111 
tho Ore for revenge. Ca•c slit! pending. 

RUTHVF.N, PALO ALTO COUNTY 

On the evening or Oelobor %1, 19~0. a fire occurred In u mllllnrry 
otore owned by l.ulu ~t. J.IUiet<>n. )JIB.• t.tuleton was Indicted at the 
J~<nuary term, 19!1, chnrg<'\1 with ..,uln~t the tire to lnjur~ tbe ln•urnnc:e 
company, Tbe d<fendant Wl\JI urn: •led In Oblo and Is now I><• InK ••· 
tradlted to be placed on trial. t:vldruee sathered by tbts dep.utmenl. 

NEAR AUOCDOI'\, AUOUDO:-< COUNTY 

About mldnlgbt, No•·en•her 3, 1920, 011 auto owned by Claude S. Smith 
wa• destroyed by fire. Smith wao Indicted Oece01bcr 3, 192t1, chnrJced 
with r;cttlng the nre to Injure the ln;Jurnncc compony and w rtft Iuter 
nrrcHt('(l utuler nn n~t~:unlNI numn. ·rho ca~te ca rne to trial FPhru"ry 
17. 1921. Arter the •to te'• C\'l•l•·neo hud he<"n tnlrodured, thr ruurt 
dlrt'<'t\'tJ '' n •rd lct. ftlr thl~ cldeuduut on tb~ ~round or a d1·f£'CU\'C ln4lfN· 
ment. holding thal the ln••u·unce l)()ltty w•• Invalid at lhc lime ur tho 
fire nnd therefore no fraud alto" n un lhe part or tbe defendant. Smith 
te an ex<Oo.vlet. buvlog preYioualy 11«'11 ""nvlcted tor larceny. 
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('(li":>:CJI, DLI'FFS, POTT.\\\'ATTAlllt; COl':>:TY 

On :>:o•·cmber I. 1~20. about I :~0 ,\. ~1 .. a ftre tlt"OtrO)'M a dwelling 
hou o ownf'<l nn<l .,.,.-upl<-<1 by 0. E. Goodreau IMat<'<l at I"J~S 1\lnetoentb 
.\Yt'IlUf'. J\fter ;:an ln,estfg:uton b~· tbht lit rulrtment. on January 7, 19!1, 
th~ ~•ld<-nc. was prc.~nt~11 to tbe grant! jury and re.ult«< to tbe lndict­
m('nt of 0. ~- (:oodreau and Fred All,·u on two charges. one burning to 
Injure the lnourauce company. and the other on con•plracy. Case stil l 
P<'Otlln!(. 

Al-DEN, HARDIN COUNTY 

About 11 P. ~1 .. Oecemhcr IS, 1920, a tlrQ <X:cune•l In tbo Al•leu Auto 
ComrHuiy, own~d by A. C. \Vcrdrhau~h und EI'HC!Sl Anth~nnt. After au 
tnvestl~ntlon by this dc1mrtment, \\'or<lob:lllgh, Antbennt nnd Frank 
Clark w(lr{l nrreht~d Januar)' 1:!. 1921. char~rrl wllh conspiracy to burn. 
A preliminary he:~rtng was beld :md \\'erdcbaugb sud Anthrnat were held 
lv awatt thP •ctlon ol the grand jur)' whiiP Clark '"'" dlseharge<l. Cases 
•!Ill tlentlln'l. 

HA~II~-T0:-1, ~IARIO:\ COl :\'TY 

About 6:~0 P. ~1 .. Deeem~r 2. 1920. n nrc occurre<l In a tJ"·ellln~: 

bllu•e oren1•l•~l by llrs. Kora Schnack. Oily rn~• wore round and other 
e\•ldonre ~bowto~: that lbe Ore was •cl by dl'tlll(n. On February 2. 19!1. 
1111 Indictment was returo~d against ~'r.d .\ . Sclumck charging blm wltb 
scttlr•K tho ftre wltb Intent to burn. t;vldonrc gntbt•red by this depart· 
ment. Ca8e otll l l)<lndlng. 

In addition 10 lhe !oregotug •ovcral SIMII boya too young to be prose­
ruled hove been round guilty or setting R•·cs nnd lifter lectures by ol!tcers 
wore. releosed. 

ltEC())I M 1-::-\ IM'l' IO:\:S 

J. A llu·gcr th·partmcnt with •'IHIUj.:h UJIJlrup•·ialiuu to make . 
n thoruugh iu•pl•dinu throughuut llw hhotc. 

2. A law .. tnmlnrdizin!,! t•h·.-trit· wirinl(. 
:J. TIH' in,tallation of non-fn•t•zinl( fire e:~.tiugu.i~ht•rs in school 

buildings. 
I. Htntc r rgulations for the hnn<lling nntl blo•·ing of gasoline, 

indtuling fi lli njr stations. 
G. A stnlc In w r ectuiring a stnndnrd fin•proof boolh in wbich 

t o lwus'-' th t' UHI(•hinc for ~howinl( lhc nitro-cellulose motiou 
pi~ltll'l' 11 1 m~ o·rKurd lt·~s nf wht'lllt•o· o•· 11111 nnadmi .. ~ion is chn rgrd. 
1'h~ lnw to apply t11 nil louiltliuA's. 

(i .• \ law t'l''l'' i r·iujr thr l<> lrphm11· o·ulllflllnit•, to gi••c ad~qualt­
lirr alann M'r•·h·t•, and install n fir·•• nlno·m ~~·slt•m ul a reasonable 
rcnlul. 'l'hc tdrphonc company hu$ n hph-udid lire alarm rna-
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•·hiut• unol 'hnultl ht• ,-nmpt•IJ,•ol 111 ;,._lull bilUie nn rt'qll<' 't .. r 
tlw l'ity ( 'uuw-il, u1 a r•·4t-..4tH,,It1,~ tu·l•·•• 

i .. \ n iu.ti• i<lnal linhilily la11 hultlinl( P<''''"ll' pt•rMIIIRily 
liuhl<- for t)an:ut~''' for kuu\\ tliJ.d~ ulln" in~ a tirt· lutz.nr,J tn 
t•~i'l which <·au'-lt~ a lirt• lH hr1•ak nut aiHI t1ama~·· tht• Jlrnltt'rl~ 

of another, ur for allom inl( a lirr· '" ,,.,,., thruul(h hi' own 
!(I'll" t'nl·.-lc:.:.nt'S> •lnmul(illl( the prup•·•·ty of another. 

'l'u my t•ntiJ·c oOh·i' fon•t• who~· lnyHI m11l fnithful '''I'Vit·t•, 

to IUl" and the- stale hn\'t' 1Wl1 H l't•ud .. ·t·t•,l in r1 nwst comrwh•ut 
and gPnerous mannH, l tlt••in• Ill make tlli• pu.blic acknlowlrJr,r­
mrnt of my appreeialinn. 

The blalc fire ma•·,hal's ufTit•t• ;, nc• lon11cr an l'XIll'rinlt•nt; 
its n'l'fulnc<S nnd influo·n~•· fur l(nn<l 11 ill be more mauif~~l in 

the future than it hn~ lwrn in thl' pa'l. 
'J'hc Fire :\Ian.hnr,. ""'o('iatinn o•xlt•ud~ nil o.-cr :-\orth Amrri· 

Nl nml is rceognizNl "' 11 lt•A tlinl( ftH·tur in co01·icting pl'rsons 
who scl fire for gain, II'> w••ll th n lo•nder in l-'iu Pre••cntion 
ncti•·itiP~ and siiOilld huvt• the ~upport of all how-abiding eitizl'us. 
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