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ERRATA. 

No. 8074-1917. 

~JJ.I-JCTRICAL 1:'/"ri~Rl>ERENCE BETWEEN TRANSMISSION, TELF.· 
I'HONIJ ANl> 'flo:J,I'.:CRA.I'H Lll\"ES. 

On pn.,.;-o 11, tho lJcrlalon and Order or tho Bonrd In tho nbovo ~1\8(\ Ia 
m1~rkNl "Uccldutl u..,ceznbcr 30, 19t'i." This ~hould be "Oecldod Docombcr 
30, 1016." 

No. 8099-1917. 

Tit.\ VI•JI.L·JHH' L'JW1'l•JC'TLVJ~ ,\f!!'OCIATION, :BY C. R. ROliDJo:, ANI> 
WWA ~T.\1'1~ MANUF.\CTURERS' ASSN. YS. A. T. & S. F. RY. CO .. 
ET AL. 

On l>rrcm'bt'r 1, HJ1.7. tho Board suspended lttt opinion and order ot 
Xo\'(•ml~t_ r 3: 1:111. In thf> nhove case. as reported on pa.gea 138 to H2 ot 
this HnlJOrt. pcntlln~ nrgum('nt on carriers' petition tor rehearln". 



LETTER. OF TRANSMITTAL. 

To TilE HONORABLE W. L. HARDING, 

Governor of Iowa. 

Jn accordan<'c with the provi:;ions of Section 2114, Code of 
Jown, 1897, we herewith submit to ~·ou the Fortieth Annual Report 
of thiH Commission, for the yl'1tt· ended December 3, 1917. 

December 3, 1917. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jno. A.Guiher, C11ainnan, 
Dwi~ht N. Lewis, Commissioner, 
Charles Webster, Commissioner. 

ROOJ::RT HF.NOERSON. STATI I'UI'fJI'• 
J. M. JAMJF~<>~. STATI 8JifDIA 

MARCH. 1919 
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REPORT OF THE RAILROAD COMMISSIONERS 

For the period covered by this report there have been disposed 
of by the ColllJllission, by formal order or otherwise, 613 com· 
plaints, distributed as follows; Involving Railroad Companies, 
546; against Express Companies, 14. In addition to these there 
were 13 applications for permission to condemn additional right
of-way by Railroad Companies and 40 cases involving electric 
transmission lines. 
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The foregoing table showN an apparent drPTrasc in mileagl' of 
~team railway~; of 51.59 miles. 'l'his is acconntNl !or as follows: 
Atlantic ~outhcrn Railway Co., a rlecreti.'<C of 3G.GO miles on ac· 
count of line abandoned; ('hicngo Anamosa & Xorthem, a de
crease of 33.70 miles on account of line ahaudoncd; Crooked 
Creek Railroad & Coal Co., a decrease of 17.61 Jntle!i on accoum 
ot' line sold to Ft. Dodge, I l!•s )loincs & Southrrn; Dubuque & 

Sioux City, an increase of .0:! mile on account or remeasuremcnt 
of tracks; .Minneapolis & St. !Jouis Railroad Co., an increase of 
36.88 miles on account of 36.60 miles of Iowa Central & Wc~tcrn 
Ry. being merged with thi~ Company and .28 mile additional 
track laid during previous years but not rcportrcl heretofore; and 
a!l apparent decrease of .58 mile is caused by omission of Omaha 
Bridge & 'l'crminnl Co. whi<·h was formcdy reported i11 this 
mileage. 
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The rrrort' of the Terminal f'ompauies show an increns~ in 
mileage of .lR mile on account uf .09 mile of new line constrndl'<l 
by 1he De~ Moines Terminal ('omrany and .09 mile of new line 
ronstrn!'ll'!l h) thc> Des :Moin~s "'cstem Railway Company. 

BOARD Or' HAII.HO.\D CO~DIISSIOXERS he 

DRilXH: (,())11'.1.~ I £5-E:STI RY. I.IS F. 

The mil!'age of the Bridge Companies shows a decrease of .o:; 
mile on ar>count of remeasurement of tracks o£ the Omaha Bridge 
& Terminal Company. 
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J~lrrtric Tnll•rurhun Rn.ilwny C:ompanics rt'port an increase of 
7.79 miles since the lust report, whil•h is accounted for as follows: 

Ft. Dodgr, Drs )1oiiiCS & Soutlu~rn reports 4.65 miles new line 
eono;trucled and 4,9 milrs which was previously reported as side 
tral•k i>; now reported as main linf' mileage; The Cedar Rapids 
& Iowa City R1dlwny I'I'Jlorts n dN~rcnsf' of .01 mile on !U)COunt of 
rearrangement of track ut terminal nt Cedar Rapids; The Inter
urban Uailwu~- Company reports :!.fl!l miles of line sold; the Wa
lPrlno, ('~~la1· l•'ulls & :-\url.hcru n'ports 1.21 mill"; new linr. c•Hl· 
:.!meted. 

The entrance or the t'uilt•tl States into the great war makes 
the transportation systems of the r.ountry of more importance than 
ever hcfore. lt is probable tbnt their carrying capacity will Le 
strainctl to an cxter•t heretofore unhenr.t of. Iu order that the 
railroads JlCrfonn thei: full duty, it is e ential that their physi
tal property he kept up in the best possible condition, and the 
efforts of this Board will be directed tn that end. However, 
there are lnany thing whit•h in nnnnal times are highly desir
able hnt add nothing to the cfficietu•y of a railroad as a trans
portation .tgcn .. y nor to the protection of life of employe-; or the 
puhlil', stu·h as new depots nud thP like, and it i~ not the intention 
of this C!nmmission to make orders compelling the expenditure of 
railroad funds during thl' wnr for any purposes but those which, 
in the judgment of tl:c Commh;.,ion, nr~ necessary for the· pro
tection of lire or which will nssist in the expeditious ha ndling of 

BOAHU 0~' HAILH0.\0 CO~MISSIONJ::HS 
" 

wut• trafric. II \\ill, uf o·uur~c. he o·o11~idl'rrol that tin• prc"perity 
r•f tho• o·ummtutity, iu the tr!lllsno•tion of nnlinary hnsinc,, not 
tlirl'o·tl) Cntlltl'cfo·ol with till' war, is a vital anol no•,•o·ssary o~>tuli
tiuu in its pro!\t1l"Utiuu. 

Amuug tl""~" thmg, whidt the Boa~ol hl'licvc~ slwulol have the 
attc•nUCJII of th<' l!o•no>ral A.~,cmbly, i" lt·~islation :;i,ing thi-; 
Buar·d JIUWI'r to ro•uw,·c olJ,.truo·timh tu the ,;ew nf approaching 
t min, at hi:.:lm a) o.:ro-..inl-''- It fr!'qucntly O<"cur.. that a llll!'h 
h111 k, II c•lU1Cp Of lr't'l's Or ..OUIIt'thing ill the nature of II l('Ul()Orilr~· 
ohstrndi•m to tht• ,·iew i.' lo<'ated •Ill pri,·atc l!rnunol uear 1111 in
ter»t•ctiun of thl' hil{hW.lY "·'· a railroad track. Tho·,(' obstruc· 
tio11,; arc uftt•n tir111·' nf ::reat dan::r~r and th•·•·•· is 110 wn)· in 
11 hH•h thcu· l'cuto\"111 o·1111 ht• uroll'rt'd h~ pnblit· antlunit)". 

TRACK SCALES. 

Tht• I 'tlllllui-.iou t'C'J"'<·t fully •·alh. attt•ntion to its fonuo-r reo• om· 
mo•1ulal illlt' n•garoliuf.! in.~pedion of track sl·alt•s and cndorso•s 
tht·m. If is abo sugg~slt•d thai, when such nnlhm·ity over tr1u-k 
~··alo•, j, gt·unlt·d, 1~~'"1"'1" t•quiprn<'nt b·~ aurho••it.('d for tlw suprr· 
'•isiug- hutl.\. 

ORGA NIZATION OF THE BOARD. 

g, 1>. I has"•ll hnnn~ ht•o·n appointed hy (; •n•rnm· <leorgc W. 
t'larko• In fill \'lwano·.' left by Commissioner.]. II. Wibon, dccf'usec!, 
•,H.tlifio•ol on l>o••·o-ud.H!l' IG, 1!116, took the oillh of offio•o• aud os
•umo•ol th1• tlutit•.;; lho•ro•of on that llate. 

I 'ouun issH•ner Thorlll' ha' iug rl'sl:.,"lr~d .Janu:u·y :3, 191 i, (iuver• 
IIIII' t:eur~e \\". t'larko• appointrd Dwight :\. Lcwb to fill the 
,.,1eanc_,_ :\lr I.ewL'! qualifil.'tl C•ll .Januar_,- :l, lflli, took the nath 
,,r office auol us.;uull'll the olutic .. thereof un that datt•. 

l)u .Janunr_,. a. ]!Ill, the Bonrd OTl!llllizo•ol. clectirljl Juo .• \, 
G111her o•huinnnn nnd nco. L . .'llct:au2hau ~~"retar~·-

l'ommi""ioncr l"ha'~•·ll h.wu~ re-.1:.mecl Xcn·o·roi.er 5, l!lli, 
Ho,·eruor \\'. L. Jln'rdin~ a(IJXlllltcd .\[r. I 'harlc' \\" ehster, of 
\\'a1u-omu, l~>wn, to fill the ,.!U)ancy. .\[r. \\'ehs1er IJIIalified 011 
'""~'•nh<'r i>, l!Jii, took tht' uath of nffio·e and as .. umed the dutic., 
lho•ro•o( uu thnt olltto•. 


