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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Hon. W. L. Harding, Governor of Iowa.

Sir: In conformity with the law I have the honor to submit here-
with the report of the transactions of the state oil inspection depart-
ment for the biennial period commencing July 1, 1916, and ending
June 30, 1918, including a detailed report of inspections, with receipts

and expenditures.
J. P. RisLEY,
Chief Oil Inspector.

Des Moines, Iowa, October 1, 1918.



OIL INSPECTION DEPARTMENT

Chief 0il Inspector—
J. P. Risley, Des Moines,

First Distriet—
J. P. Risley, Des Moines,

Second District—
J. T. Smith, Burlington,

Third District—
F. W. Smith, Davenport,

Fourth District—
R. M. Garrison, Cedar Rapids,

Fifth District—
W. B. Cowan, Waukon.

Nizth District—
S. B. Humbert, Cedar Falls,

Seventh District—

W. C. Kimberly, Marshalltown.

Eighth District—
J. W. Ramsay, Garner,

Ninth District—
Dan O'Neill, Fort Dodge.

Tenth District—

G. M. Davis, Carroll.
Eleventh District—

C. W. Kent, Sioux City.
T'welfth District—

G. B, Hardell, Council Bluffs.

Thirteenth District—
J. W. Hall, Osceola.

Fourteenth District—
J. P. Early, Albia.

DeruTIES.

J. H. Mills, Des Moines.
R. G. Bhpey. Cedar Rapids.
D. H. Slattery, Dubuque,

C. Hook, Sioux City.

G. W. Hicks, Creston.

J. M. Moore, Fort Dodge.
T. R. Blckley, Ottumwa.

Clerk.

BRANDERS,

J. Bodholdt, Waterloo,
F. J. Caward, Waterloo.
C. Burbank, Waterloo.
Perry King, Fairfield. E.
E
N

J. Leonard, Clinton.
. J. Norton, Clinton.
. B. Bage, Davenport.

Agnes Lee Hermansen, Des Moines.

OIL INSPECTION REPORT

ing the year beginning July 1, 1916, and ending June 30, 1917,

e 3?0 gallons of illuminating oil were inspected, 124,740 gal-
39'4808; which were rejected. The fee for inspection during the above
:::Siod was six cents per barrel, allowing fifty-five gallons to the
baffr;:; total net amount of fees received, $42.,715.29. Total amount
of rebate allowed the Companies for oil shlpped' out of the State,
52210, Total salaries paid Inspectors, Deputlfcs. Bran'ders and
Chief Inspector’s Clerk, $25,214.20. Total travel:f:g and incidental
expense of Inspectors and Deputies, $5,594.30. Total expense to
State, $30,808.50. Net balance to State, $11,906.7'9‘

During the year beginnnig July 1, l?l 7 and- ending June 30, 1918,
13959,410 gallons of illuminating oil were 1nspt?cted, 8'9,705 ga}-
lons of which were rejected. The fee charged for inspection of this
sil was six cents per barrel, allowing fifty-five gallons to the bar-
I-e]'i‘he total net amount of fees received, $47,470.53. The total
amount of rebate allowed the Companies for oil shipp'ed out of the
State, $491.90. Total salaries paid Inspectors, Deputl.es, Bran.der.s
and Chief Inspector’s Clerk, $26,313.84. Total traveling and inci-
dental expenses of Inspectors and Deputies, $6,139.01. Total ex-
pense to State, $32,452.85. Net balance to State, $15,017.68.

Total receipts for biennium ending June 30, 1918, $99,185.82. Tot::\l
salaries paid Inspectors, Deputies, Branders and Chief Inspector’s
Clerk, $51,528.04. Total traveling and incidental expenses of In-
spectors and Deputies, $11,733.31. Total expense to State, $63,261.35.
Net balance to State, $26,924.47. '

A detailed report of the inspections appear on the following pages:



OIL INSPECTIONS
BIENNIAL REPORT OF

July 1, 1917, to July 1, 1918,

TABLE NO. 1—INSPECTION BY MONTHS.

Consolidated Report of Inspections, Including Receipts, Expenditures and Appropriation Iowa 0il Inspection.
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‘TABLE NO. 3—INSPECTION BY DISTRICTS.

Consolidated Report of Inspectios, Including Receipts, Expenditures and A
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TABLE NO. 4+—INSPECTION BY DISTRICTS.
Consolidated Report of Inspections, Including Receipts, Expenditures and Appropriation lowa Oil Inspection.

July, 1916, to July, 1917.

OIL INSPECTIONS
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TABLE NO. 5—REPORT OF INSPECTIONS.
Detailed Report by Districts and Months for Biennial Period Ending June 30, 1918.
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BIENNIAL REPORT OF

OIL INSPECTIONS

TABLE N(. 5—REPORT OF INSPECTIONS. (CoxTINUED)
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Distriet No. 11
O. W. Kent, Inspector

July, 1016.
Aungust.

Total 191617

July, 1017.
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Distriet No. 12
G. B. Hardell, Inspector

TS TG A

April
May
June.

M6 | 60.817 | 60,463 |§ 3,627.78 |....-...I% 8,027.78 tl 1,200.00 1§ 792.15 ... [§1,922.16 § 1

Total 101718 e e
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No. Barrels Ol A 22 Expenses Paid by State | » | §33F |EE [EE_
- 3 :E °_ B ue |2 [(EE8
g z S, g2 | 85 |3s% |52 [2%%
Distriet No. 13 % = # ¥ 8.8 gﬂa wd - ..égk
3. W. Hall, Inspector < | % 5 5 | Bz | B3 |oBsB| B3 | 23%%|i83|ois
- 2 3 £z €% | S8 |35 | Sgs | E=zS (552|352
2| 8 | 8 | BB | 2| 2B | B¢ | 55 | BFEH| D | 5558 |goE|uen
[ w - =

d| & | & & g | Z 8 £° | & & Z £ 18

| | | | |

July, 1916, 8,302 | 8,802 $ 108.12 |1 42 ls 197.70 |#  100.00 '$ 21.97 |$ 62.52 $ 184.49 !3 18.21 | 93.22 | 6,78
August.. 8,508 | 8,508 |  215.88 .38 216.50 100.00 | 23.51 68.31 | 191.82 | 23.68 | 89.01 | 10.99
Sep 8,180 | 3,130 |  187.80 .20 187.60 100.00 9.78 63.81 178.54 14.08  92.50 | 7.50
October = - 4,211 | 4,211 252.66 .20 252.46 100.00 27.48 71.66 190.14 | 53.32 | 78.88 | 21.12
November, 2,106 | 2,198 131.76 .36 131.40 100,00 17.92 61.868 179.08 *47.68 136.28 |*36.28
m 2,496 | 2,400 149.7 .42 149.84 100.00 15.63 58.76 174.39 | *25.05 116.77 [*16.77
January, 1917 4,075 4,075 244.50 .30 244.20 100.00 20.33 72.62 192.95 51.25 79.01 | 20,60
February 151 | 2,204 | 2,355 141.80 .18 141.12 100. 00 19.17 61.13 180.30 *39 18 127.76 |*27.7
March 161 | 5,159 | 5,310 318.60 .44 318.18 100.00 32.83 75.83 208.66 109.50 | 65.58 | 84.42
April 8,303 | 8,398 203.58 | 1.70 201.88 100.00 11.42 66.14 177.56 24.32 | 87.95 | 12.06
May. 4,064 | 4,064 243 .84 14 243.70 100.00 30.83 67.54 198.87 45.33 | 81.39 | 18.61
June 146 | 8,732 | 8,88 23268 04 | 232.64 100. 00 16.00 75.15 191.15 41.49 | 52.16 | 27.8¢
Total 191617 e cmmmecaeeewe | 448 | 41,500 | 42,008 ls 2,620.48 |§ 4.78 ls 2,515.70 [$ 1,200.00 |§ 246.12 § 805.33 |3 2,251.45 ia 264.25 | 89.40 | 10.51
July, 1017, 4,800 | 4,300 '$ 258,54 |$ J8 8 258.36 [§ 100.00 |3 26.93 !a 71.71 |$ 198.64 |§ 59.72 | 76.88 | 23.12
August 3,007 | 3,907 239.82 .10 239.72 100.00 14.95 74.84 185.29 64.43 | 77.21 | 22.79
September. 147 | 4,306 | 4,458 267.18 .20 266.98 100. 00 20.88 71,29 192.17 74.81 | 71.98 | 28.02
October 4,572 4,572 274.32 .20 274.12 100.00 21:15 69,22 190.37 | 83.75 | 69.45 | 30.55
November. 8,660 | 3,660 219.60 .24 219.85 100.00 28.81 56.84 185.65 33.71 | 84.63 | 15.87
December. 2,772 | 2,712 166.32 .06 166.26 100.00 17.86 67.72 185.58 *19.32 111.62 *11.62
January, 1918 1,958 @ 1,958 117.48 .30 117.18 100,00 27.15 54.36 181.51 *64.38 [154.80 *54.80
February. 147 | 2,776 | 2,028 175.38 44 174.94 100.00 20.95 59.20 180,15 *5,21 102.98 | *2.98
Ma x 207 | 4,734 | 5,081 801.86 .68 301.20 100.00 85.60 73.69 209.35 91.85 | 69.50 | 80.50
:‘nr“ 5,528 | 5,528 331.38 .62 330.76 100.00 25.66 74.69 | 200.85 180.41 | 60.57 | 89.43
ay. 8,617 | 8,517 211.02 .08 210.94 100.00 18.89 71.89 189.78 21.16 | 89.96 | 10,04

June. 4,610 | 4,610 276.60 8 275.82 100.00 |  19.68 |  66.93 186,61 | 80.21 | 67.65 | 32.
Total 191718 - ________. 501 | 46,731 | 47,325 /% 2,890.50 § 3.86 '$ 2,885.64 ($ 1,200.00 |§ 278.07 |$ 807.38 '$2,255.45 § 550.10 | 80.50 | 19.41
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District No. 14 g El §'S 4 g S Ea3 22 2858 | 283 =Y
J. P. Early, Inspector T g w g5 23 g gs¥a agw g="2 §5% 2538
3 s 2% 3 g2 |SH5eg| zia | =22e 3 |8=T
2 = = = &g 3'6 ga a&ag EH; wBes zgé E‘Sc“
a8 = - = 8] a - R = wm oo = 3 &
2 g g é 4 - E = = = B~
; :
i 5 | 79.71 | 20.20
g . 1218 100.00'$ 14563 41.77 (% 136.38 |3 89.70 | 7O
b 3as| PERl mm| “l m 100. 21.30 | 49.29 | 170.59 | 10178 | 6264 | 87.34
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e : 38| e : 36| 21914 100.00 12,78 | 87.06 199,84 19.30 | 91.19 | 8.81
- g 5 sl o 8 : 378.10 100.00 23.36 £9.95 213,81 164.79 | 56.41 | 43.59
lf“ o bt ﬁig 181 S28s| 10000 2580 8429 | 21019 82,60 | 83.5¢ | 13.46
une. B rmprat s » . i} sl -
Total 1916-17 50,847 | 50,347 |3 3,020.85 $ 5.82 l; 3,015.53 [$ 1,200.00 ]s 216.72 3 700.63 § 2,183.35 8 832.18 | 72.40 | 27.60
i ‘ ' = 35.72 | 64.28
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TABLE NO. 6—REGORD OF FIRES AND EXPLOSIONS CA USED #¥ PETROLEUM PRODUCTS.

p— —
i L
| 2|2
Date Loeation Cause ol Fire 3 gE EE Investigated by
o
5
Aug, 7, 1006.. |Maquokets ... __________ Spilled gasoline on floor while filling stove, and dropped match i |
: onft:o ltl:.l_l Clothing of woman eaught fire while carrying stove |1 | P. W. Smith
e T e iy S e i S g | oree e S Jomsat '3 w' :
Aug. 29, 1916.. | Charles Oity.......ooo—oooo. Explosion of Standard Ol Company’s ofl tank______ """ 7777 §36,000.00 1 1|4~ W. Bameay
Sept. 18, 1916.. | Washington _ Eighting matel near gadiline o = - 1| LR B Humbert
Sept. 20, 1916._ | Waterloo . Gasoline explosion caused by leakage 500,00 | 4 .. 5w Tgant
Oct. 5, 1916 | Sloux City. Kerosene stove explosion... 800.00 | l....] L™ " Smith
@ct. 11, 1916.. | Davenport . Throwing kerosene onto burning fi 1,400,00 | |I p. »-
- house and TR
©ct. 12, 1916 | Gowrie ___ Kerosene 18mp £XplOBION «oeeereer oo eec e e vvmrnmcnenaeanmceaeeaee | CONtents |.._.| 1| Dan v
©ct. 13, - | Sidney ... Girl cleaning gloves with gasoline and corn wmesl; the friction
from rubbing caused spark which set fire to the gasoline, .
burning her hand - VEN TS S i S ST [ U (e N - DR R
Nov. 10, 1916__ Burner of lamp became unfsstened and dropped off, esusing il ¥
geur:llilng oil to set fire to child’s elothing. Child burned to I "
a 3 iy i e A S . i o o s i Sty e .1 5 i i 1|J. W. Ha
NOYs. 90, 1010 [ BrYAnt o e i cienraeras Starting fire with oil. ... = zm‘w| 4 ... . W. Smith
Dec. 8, 106 | Cedar Fall§ ooeeeooaeeean Fallure to stop motor while engine was taking on gasoline |
cauged ignition and explosion of tank...oooeeeeo || 1 .. 8. B. Humbert
Dec. 16, 1916__ |Towa Falls _____________ == | Collision between Illinois Central railroad train and oil wagon.
> Explosion of 300 gallons of ol . . |eieesal 2| 1| 8. B. Humbert
Bee. 16,.1918.. |Glenwood ... __._|Gasoline explosion —oeeoeeeee o ________ 1 ... G. B. Hardell
Dec. 10, 1916__ |Avoea ___ . ___ _____ Man opened man-hole of tank car while carrying lantern; oil [
exploded causing instant death to wietim pasessssmedsres) 1|6 B. Haxrdall
Jan. B 2000:s LOIMBRIIRNL e RO DO O o i e | et i 1 J, W. Hall
Jan. 8, 1970 | Estherville ... _______ | Leakage of gasoline pipes In basement....... 150,000.0¢ |- __|.__.| Dan O°Neill
Jan. 19, 1917._ | Burlington oo __ Btarting fire with kerosene. _ ... __ oo 1,00000 | 1| 1 T. Smith
Jan. 20, 1M7. | Council Bluffs .. ... ... | Helen Dehaven, 74 years ok, dropped lamp and broke it; burn-
Ing oil set fire to her elothing, but no explosion . . B. Hardell
ol 8, I Wapallo - JLamp explogion (kevosene.._ . - ___ . _____ J. T. Smith
Feb. 14, 1017__ | Deep River __ - | KoTOBEDe explogion ... . . . .. 5 W. €. Kinberly
Feb. 28, 1917_. | Sloux City Explosion of “Perfection” oil burner. ame| €. W. Kentt
Mar. 1017 | Des Moines Starting fire with gasoline. ... ... |, P. Risle
July 1, 1917.. | Fenton -__. Gusoline air lamp; too high pressure._.......... R e e eee. Dumy O Nefl¥
Sept. y 1017 | Mara Filled vuleanizer with gasoline and lighted it; gasoline over- |
flowed the cup when it became heated and ran down onto
the floor setting fire to ths bullding and contents_______ . . __ oe00 - ____ | Dunx O'Nefll
Sept. IT, IM7__ | Algona oo . Pouring kerosene from can Into heating stove, and explosion
D B b e s b AL S i o ) | i st i |eeee | Diar O’Nefll
Sept. 1T, M7 | Councll Bluffs .. ___ | Oll stove overheated caused slight fire_____ . ______ ... woe || &G B HEaeibl
Bept. I4, 1017__ |Rowley _____ ... _____ | Kerosene exploglon from pouring oil on fire in stove. Wom I[ |
b to desth: house and furniture destroyed by fire. 260000 . T ! R. M Garrikon
Sept. 15, 19¥__ | Oylinder Gagoline air lantern; too much pressure. ... .ooeoo . . 4 ' Doy NGl

Cardless handling of ofl tank on ui_l‘:?::_w_"_"_:’_“:'_’f_‘“:‘:: 20.00 '!__‘_1\_,.-' Dan O'Neill 4
Sept. 19, 1917~ | Ft. DOAKE —oormmmmeece== W Tbted <o from an ol cook stove. NeWW |y g 00 |\ Ry W SETH
T e pere | Fire supposed Lo HRYC ¢ the house say there was O CXEOT L0 S. B. Humbert
Sept. 20, 1917.. | Ceda w%?;: o hee and arms burned from pouring cup S | e 1 |---| B. B.
SR e ering COBIS —moe——oamsrms- oo s =R oE caught | ¥. W. Smith
Oct. 24, 1917-- | Sumner onto '":ﬂ:xdhu  Ewo feet from gas flat [’j‘_‘_-__:'f_f?r ....... - g i‘,‘m‘ﬁ
7. | Davenport . ---eessscmess o8 = e e s S = | 1| G, B. Ha
s g ASARAT NI startiog fre s e T ——— | (R RTE
Nov. gf }g};" Counecil Bluffs ———eeeee—- g,l"m“.m‘ a Jighted lantern down ide ;‘,:i‘;,:wﬂy ________________
Hov. S’ 19170 | AIDUIDELE - cemmmmmmemmmmem=e [ F00E o plosion followed and a1 d“t:mk and fro 2 . . Hall
i : = E pl;‘.“'u was cleaning out gasoline ty 1088 ODBIY)ame—mmememn= 1| F. W. Smith
Dec. 10, 1017.. | Oreston eem-——-m-esc=== | SN G raguon it caught fire. (Property 0% © 77T . \
o T | Ofl stove UPsES - oo tr il had been i
e 11, 1. Daveaport | G il o SR R oo st tho e | 0| | Dan oo
Dec. 18, 1917-- | Ft. e W L g B om0 (S sl
StATted - oo cmmerme e hen lighting small kerosene Ia '
$EF100 = onmmmmmmmmms - | Mr. Willlams elal}::.ﬂ.‘;?‘la;' r?ppe‘d lamp to the floor; it 1,500.00 | 1 |____|. S. B. I:{\}“il}‘lwt
Dec. 28, 1017.. | Wa e a flame ',",','.-“Endppuwboard. e T el DA T -1 Dan 0 ol
nﬁ'{?&‘&m by lsakage in l'w“““__tf_'i_::‘__'__,,__‘_,-_.- 4,000.00 |-} 1|J. W.
san. 5 e e e R el R s o e
i e en e am————— gome live coals: “caught L]
(o oitove Io WD e 0ld ol stove Jeft burning OVEDIERt CAUETE| - gy !.._-i-_-| F. W. Smith
e ——— FOOML. — - oo mmmmsm—r o gl S where
Teb. 28, 1018.. | Davenport nr‘nmll%trl‘ Dued by starting firo with kerosene In at?ie. wherel som00| 1| 1|3 W. Hall
Mar. 5, 1018.. | Country near Blockton-. | EXPOCER (Op i S R o %'QE'BHG'B'&mm&m: | ‘
Near New Market. ... Girl poured kerosene (7018 B /S Fover the girl, burning her <0 o] 1|5 W HaR
Whers gt W ::?dfnt?epldjad two days after the affit‘.:e’lg--l:l-iﬁﬁ"g{l"ﬁéiﬁ =) T il
Shiies Had lghted laotern near Darreh 08 (Sl (he vent on the | < b 4 K
1018 | Fort |t i il was being 2 k fire, burn | ONeill i
par- B gml,"m oil spirted onto the 1ant.el:r_l_?5€_|:_ﬁﬁ -------------- 93117,;‘|;,m‘ “§‘| Ip)fnw‘ Smith
mmt;uielﬂ.lngm ------ ;ﬁﬁéﬂ“ﬁ;ﬁ;g&oﬂﬁ r?;:-ln stove.- Dl J. T. Smith
—ee-- | Eero loded still hot. o mmemeoommms= f ==m—=
A I | D adison - ... | Spiling gasoline of FIreCC siove supposing e o . | v %l' 1| 3. W. Ramsay
! = FRSEAEE 10 the spout of can, caus s ex- |7 =
April 10, 1918... | Nefls phe t'l-l;:s o ednto stove supposing the fire was out: x| =~ | | 1|3. W. Ramsay
April 26, 1018.. | Near GAIDer ————-ro-—-— u%’“ﬁn JgErMaﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁgf'iﬂﬁrﬂéﬁhfﬁ onto a lighted 300,00 |-.| 1| C. W. Kent
May 28, 1918.. | OAIIGL wor—mm—momcoronem e ean e lzdﬂihh'“““{mﬁng e B e W o] [ERPEIR! b 1| 7. W. Ramsay
b R clothing. ey T e (e
June 7, WIB.. | Britt - ted ﬂ",t?n?;rstuu supposing the fire was out: ': IS e (8 | 0. W. Kent
June 17, 1918, | Bheldon —oeeeeommcvremzoas !a jon followsd, proving Eatal 10 Bhe MRl oo PR Bli==r =2
e ——
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