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~'n Jlu.; ExCELLENCY, W. L. liARDINO, 

O.ov(' l'llOI' of Iowa: 

Sm: J n compliance with the prOVJSJons of SPetion 122 of the 
Supplement to the Code, l 913, I have the honor to submit the fol
lowing !'('port of the transactions of the Land Department duri ng 
the biennial period eJvlin~ June 30, 1918. 

lU/J. O~ 
Secretary of S tat e. 

Des Moines, Oct. 1, 1918. 
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REPORT 

A hi'!llory of the ditrerent classes of state lands together with a state~ 
ment of the lands received or disposed of by the state during the bien
nial periods, is generally given in each land report. 

Reports from 1891 to date containing s pecial subjects. can be obtained 
upon request, with the exception of the report of 1901, the supply of 
which Is reduced to the number required to be held in reserve. 

Permit me to call attention again to the importance o! the prepara
tion of a general index to all of the land records in the department. 
The present indexes, which are kept separately to each class of lands, 
are neither complete nor satisfactory. They are both disconnected and 
fragmentary. On this account it frequently requires a long search to 
locate a particular record when needed. This Is often greatly to t he 
disadvantage of the public besides the loss of time which otherwise 
could be given to the other work of the office. 

To complete such a general inde:c as required to properly answer the 
demands of the depar tment would, In my opinion. make it necessary 
to employ an additional competent clerk whose time could be given 
exclusively to this work !or, perhaps, two years. Funds should be 
provided for this purpose. 

During the biennial period ending June 30, 1918, the fees received 
were as follows : 

For certified cop ies a nd certificates .... . ............... $1,065.60 
From sale o! islands and abandoned r iver channels.. . . 540.15 
From sale of lake beds ................................ 2,758.10 

Total ..... ...... . . . ......... .... ................... $4,363.85 

The above fees have been turned Into the state treasury according 
to law. 

Secretary of State. 



ACREAGE BY COUNTIES 

In tb~ yrnr 1!117 the Lantl Offir.- of the l;'tnte of Iowa, 88Sist~l 
by n d«•h•gntr;l r.-prr<Wntntive of the D<•partmt•nt or Agriculture at 
Wtu~hin"ton, IH'<'J>Brcd n table showing thr lund nrra of the Stnte 
of I own, and tlw different dh·isions thcr<'Of, r~~~~~~ivr of the sur· 
vo•y•<l Ink.-~ or lakr beds, nnd all of the sur,·••ycd ~lreams of he 
Stall•. 

Thi• tahlo• WM madr, based upon tht' diiTrrt'nl sur"r~·q ma•h• by 
th\' l 'nite•l Stat~. and is npproximatcly corrr.•t . 

Tlw tablo• i~ a.• follows:-

Tolal arreue. 3;.780.649.'04. divided •• rollo•o: 

t:rban ..................... . 
Railroad rlr:ht of \\&)' .............. .. 
Publl<' roada ...••...••.• 
Private owned .................... .. 

4%1.180 
126.079 

••• .... .. ... 83~.708 
•••••• 34.400.686 

\Vute land nol used ...•....•...••••.••••.•••••• • . · 3!1.926 

Count)' 

Adatr 
A<lam• 
Allamakf'~ 
Aopanoo•u~ 
Audubon 
nent.on 
lllack llawk 
Doone 
nremtr 
nucbanan 
D\ltna \'1 ta 
Duller 
ralbOUD 
Carroll 
c. 
C•dar 
C•rro G rdo 
Cb.,oku 
C"bh:ka••• 
Clark• 
Clay 
Clayton 
Clinton 
C'rawtorc1 
Dalla• 
Davl• 
D.catur 
Delaware 
Du Molnt~• 
Dlckln•on 
Dubuque 
J<:mmet 
P'ayetc.e 
Ployd 
F r&nklln 

Acreace 
3&1,595 Jt 
2T.t,641.64 
4\\,274.%1:1 
a:ao,ltt.3t 
285,0&<t 32 
4U,384 t:J 
114.431.11 
816.425.1! 
27t.:8f.02 
814,60( 7S. 
81'7.511 o: 
111.%0111 
115.81: 49 
167.-Uf" 
161.02$ li 
111.11! r. 
114.111 4'; 
III.IU.ll 
llt,t617t 
215,41( 11 
st2,6li 01 
••• 041 ., 
441.841-.13 
410,031.6» 
111.12t.lt 
822.812.61 
143,U':'.50 
167.068.t5 
281,85:.65 
2:42.616 47 
S81,02t.70 
252,88J.02 
416.214 78 
318,64S.t6 
372,171.10 

-

\ 

Couftly 
Fr•moat. 
Or•• a• 
Grundy 
Gutbrl• 
Hamlltoa 
Han.e:ocll 
11ar4lo 
Uarrhon 
11•nr)' 
H oward 
teumbotdt 
Ida 
low a 
J&ck•on 
Ja•per 
Jette non 
John•on 
.lone• 
Keokuk 
Ko••ut.h 
1 ••• 
L&nn 
Louba. 
LUC"&• 
Lyon 
Ma«J&•on 
Mabaatta 
Marlon 
)tarsball 
Milia 
Mtt.cbeU 
lloftena 
Monroe 
Kont.aomery 
Mu•<tat.ine 
o·nrlen 
0•<-..-ola , .... 
Palo Alto 
l'lymo\lth 
Poc-ahont .. 
Pol'k 
PQttawauamte 
f'owe•hlek 
ltln••old. 
Hac 
Hrott. 
Mhelby 
Mloux 
~tory 

Tam a 
Taylor 
, .. nton 
Vaft nuren 
"'apello 
"\Varren 
"\\•a•btnctoa 
'"~.,.". ,,- eb•t•r 
"'ton•b••o 
,,. lon .. blell 
'-Voodb\lf')' 
,,~ortb 

"\Vrl•bt 

Total 

liY iUX"ttt:'l' \llV OF' >'IT ATE 

A~r•••• 
1 2T.Itl 12 
111,\tt u 
122.4C4 10 
U2.tS.I1' 
a•t.ao:ac: 
Ill ...... , 
IU.UlU 
444 .'141 It 
274.11011 
IOl..&lllt 
211.111101 
111.6 .. 40 
111\.011 IS 
40I.IU4'11 
4ti,40IU 
211,04211 
I»J,IU II 
lti,UI II 
nn.tu u 
828.00111 
318,7111\11 
411.121 .. 
264;7U U 
21tJUO 11 
114.&JI1t 
111.411&1 
116.111.21 
..2.3&1 'II) 
111.11&11 
111.6-llll 
271.11111 
444.11411 
nuun 
.212.1.M:t0 
anct~JI4 
au.aetu 
'2&4.41111 
au,nsu 
IIO.I:fl'IU 
&10,11144 
111;114 04 
IT4,1U Itt 
tml.4&t•11 
:su.tnn .. ., ...... 
aet.att 12 
21111 ..... ... .,. ...... ~ 
........ 11 
au.ut ot 
411,tlt .. 
IU.U414 
:214.110 tr. 
:ao7.112 eo 
118 ., ... 
IU.UIII ......... 
aac...aattt 
411.114 ... 
111.aU 11 
441 ..... .......... 
""·'"" uo.t~t :u 

11,110.14114 



. \UA'"IH)XF.U RH"ER CHA:\":\"ELS, S.\.:\"D ll.\RS OR JSL.\XDS 

Title XlV, Chapter 2A of the Supplement to the Code, 1913, author
izes the survey, appraisement and sale of "land between high water 
mark ancl the center of the former channel of any navigable stream 
where such channel bas been abandoned, so that it is no longer capabl~ 
of use, and is not likely again to be used, for the purposes of naviga
tion, and all land wiUtin such. abandoned river channels, and all bars 
or islands in the channels of navigable streams not heretofore sur
veyed or platted by the United States or Ute state of Iowa, and all within 
the jurisdiction of the state of Iowa." 

This chapter is set out in full on page 41 of the 1914 land report. 
During the biennial period ending June 30, l 918, the following islands 

and river beds were patented by the state or Iowa: 
Buck's Bar I sland in the Mississippi river at Clinton, patented to John 

L . Wilson, J r. , Sept. 12, 1916. 
1\Iinn Fitz Island in the 1\fississiDDi r iver at Keokuk, patented to A. 0. 

Waugh, July 2, 1917. 
Abandoned river channel in Des Moines river, a part of seclio~ 

22-78-23, patented to 0. A. Hammond, .April 5, 1918. 

MEA:\"DERED LAKES 

Chapter 186, acts of the thirtieth general assembly, authorized the 
executive council to survey the meandered lakes and lake beds in the 
state and to determine what lakes shall be maintained and what mean
dered lake beds may be drained, improved, demised or sold. This act 
was amended by chapters 196 and 197, acts or the thirty-second gen
eral assembly and by chapter 191 ot the acts of the thirty-third gen
eral assembly. Chapter 196 (32 G. A.) vested authority in the execu
tive council to grant authority to construct, equip and maintain canals 
between any or the lakes so maintained. The thirty-siXth general assem
bly repealed the whole law regarding the sale of lake beds, prohibiting 
the furthe r sale, except as to what was sold prior to Jan. 1, 1916, or 
already drained or in the drainage of which the s um of $600.00 has in 
good faith been expended. This act provides that the State Highway 
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commission shall inspect and investigate the various lakes of the state 

and classifY them-

1. Lakes which should be preserved. 

2• Lakes which. should be drained, tho state retaining ownership. 

3. Lakes which should be ordered drained, and the lake bed sold . 

A list of Ute original meandered lakes in Iowa, giving the town
ship, range and county in which they are located wllll estimated area 
and shore line, as shown by the meander notes or government s urvey 
maY be found in the 1916 report, page 6. 

several of these lakes have since been drained. 

During the biennial period ending June 30, 1918, the following Jake 
beds or parts or lake beds were patented by the state of Iowa: 

D escription 

ELBOW LAKE, 
Palo Alto Cot!nty, lots B, C and F .. _ 

I I l. I 

Date of 
Patent 

20 I 96 I 34 I 2,758.10 ; Aug. 17, 1916 

Drainage of Ute following lnltoa baa been authori2ed and a ppraise
ments have been made, patents now pending: 

Name ot Lake 

Lakes One and Two, lots B and C ........... . 
Odessa lake ...................... .. . . ........ . 
Keokuk lake ............... -.. ............. . ...... . 
Muscatine s lough ............ . ...................... . 
Syh·a n lake, lots A, B and C .................... . 
Pond Grove lake, lots A , B, C, D, E & F ... . 
Ryan lake .............................. ··-···"· .. . ...... . 
Swan lake .................................................... . 

Location 

Section 6, Dickinson county 
l\1uscatlno and Louisa counties 
l\Iuscatlne and Louisa counties 
Muscatine and Louisa counties 
Section 26, Dickinson county 
Section 10. Calhoun county 
Emmet county 
Emmet county 

The following lakes have been leased by r esolution of the Executive 
Council: 

Name ot Lake Location 

W a.ll lake Wright county 
lrlght's Jak·e-·::::::::::::::::::.::::::·:::::::::::::::::::::::: worth county 
S ce l~ke, lots A and B .............................. W innebago county 

wan ake ..... ............................ ..... ................ J ohnson county 
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Petitions for u1e drainage of the following lakes have been received 
and action thereon is pending: 

:Mud lake 
Berge lake 
1\Tars h lake 

l\"ame of Lake 

Horse Sh oe lake........... . ....................• 
• Trumbull lake . •..•. . ................... . 
t !IIedlum lake .................................... . 
t Rush lake ...................•....................... 

• And club house authorized. 
t S2,500 authorized for dredging. 
tDralnage authorized. 

Location 

Clay county 
Emmet county 
Dic kinson county 
Dic kinson county 
Clay county 
Palo Alto county 
Palo Alto county 

Dams have been authorized to be constructed at the mouth or the 
following lakes: 

Name of Lake 

Twin lakes . ···············-··· ·- ............... . 
Lakes Nos. 1 and 2 .........•...•...•...•......... 
Sliver lake ................ ··-··············-··· .. 

Location 

Calhoun county 
Calhoun county 
Palo Alto county 

Petitions for the drainage of the following lakes have been denied by 
the Executive Council: 

Name of Lake 

Goose lak e ............................................ . 
Four :Mile lake ..................................... . 
Wall lake ...................................... . 

Location 

Greene county 
J<;mm et and Dickinson counties 
Hamilton county 

DES MOI~ES RIVER LA"ND GRANT 

This grant was made by act of congress, a pproved August 8, 1846. 
The act provided that "there be, and hereby is, granted to the Territory 
or Iowa, for the purpose or aiding said ter r itory to Improve Ule navi
gation of the Des Moines River from its mouth to the Raccoon Fork 
(so-called), in said territory, one equal moiety, in a lterna te sections. 
of the public lands (remaining unsold and not otherwise disposed or. 
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. mbered or appropr iated), in a. strip five miles in width on each side 
~~c~a!d river, to be selected within the said ter ritor y by an agent or 

ts to be appointed by the governor thereof, subject to the approval 
agen r h u . d s ot the secretary or the treasury o t e DJte tates." 

The grant was accepted by joint resolution of the general assembly 
r the state of Iowa, Janua ry 9, 1847. By an act, approved February 24, 

~847, the general assembly provided for U1e ct·eation of a Board of 
Public works, consisting of a president, secretary and treasurer, who 
were to be elected by the people. This board was to have entire charge 
and control of the work of river improvement and was authorized to 
pay for such work out of the funds to be der ived from the sale of the 
lands granted, which the board was a uthorized to sell under the regu
lations adopted for the sale of United States lands. This act also 
defined the nature of the improvements to be made in the river. 

See 1914 report, page 54, for disposal of lands granted. 

DES MOINE S RI VER LA~D PATENTS. 

There a re now on file in this d_epar tment several hundred of the 
original patents for the Des Moines River lands. The present owners of 
said lands can obtain these patents by surrendering to the state the 
original receipt or certificates of sale, or filing an affidavit as to owner
ship or tbe land , and stating that the original receipt or certificate of 

sale has been lost. The blank affidavit can be obtained from this office. 

A complete list of these patents, except those called for during the 
biennium, is fou nd in the 1914 Land Repor t, pages 59 to 71. 

SCHOOJ, LANDS 

The school lands or the state of Iowa consist of the sixteenth section 
in every congressional township, or lands in lieu thereof, granted to Ule 
state by act of congress, approved Ma rch 3, 1845; the lands acquired 
by the state under the act of congress, approved September 4, 1841, 
known as the "500,000 Acre Grant," and the lands called the "Mortgage 
School Lands," the latter being the lands the state has acquired under 
foreclosure of mortgages given to secure loans of the school fund in 
the several count_ies. 

The proceeds o r the sales of lands acquired under the "S ixteenth 
Section Grant," a nd t he "500,000 Acre Grant," together with fi ve per 
cent on the sales or public lands within Ule state, granted by act of 
congress, and the proceeds of the sale of interstate estates which escheat 
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to tho sta te. constitute the permanen t school fund or the state or Iowa 
the interest or which is used for the suppor t of the commo11 school ' s. 

SIXTEE:'\TH SECTIOX GRAXT. 

The sixteenth section in every congressional township in the state. 
or other Janel in lieu t hereof where said section or a part thereof had 
been o therwise disposed of, \vas g1·anted to the s tate by the act of con
gress approved March 3, 1845. The state came into possession of these 
lands upon her admission into the Union, December 28, 1846. 

About 1.014,331.05 acres of land were acquired by the state under the 
sixteenth section grant. or which there a re still unpatented about 10,-
803.735 acres. 

FIVE HU~DRED THOUSA:\0 ACRE GRANT. 

Congress, by the act approved September 4, 1841, granted each new 
state that should be admitted into the Union, upon s uch admission, 80 
much land for internal improvements a s would make 500,000 acres, 
including such quantity as had been granted to such state before its 
admission while under territorial government; the land to be selected 
and located as the legislatures of the respective states should direct. 

The state of Iowa was admitted Into the Union with a proviso in her 
constitution diverting these lands from the purposes or internal im
provements to the support of the common schools. Congress, by the 
act or admission, approved December 28, 1846, expressly gave consent 
to such diversion. 

Of the 535.473.54 acres of land acquired by the state under the 500,000 
acre grant, there were still unpatented at the close of the biennial period 
ending June 30, 1918, 5,450.16 acres. 

THE MORTGAGE SCHOOL LA~DS. 

The mortgage school lands are the lands acquired by the state under 
the foreclosure of mortgages given to secure loans of the school fund 
in the several counties of the state. They were constituted a new class 
of school lands by an act of the ninth general assembly, approved April 
8, 1862, and wet·e to be disposed or In the same manner as other school 
lands. It is impossible to give an estimate of the quantity or lands 
obtained by the state under the foreclosure or mortgages, as the state 
land office has never been furnished wiUl complete reports of the lands 
so acquired. 

According to the r eports of the county auditors, there are at this 
time no unsold school lands of either the sixteenth section or 500.000 
acre grants; tlle number of acres still unpatented is shown in the tables 
iminedlately following. 
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SIXTEEI':TH SECTIO:-. GRANT. 

Giving the number of acres patented during the biennial period ending 
June 30, 1918, and the number of acres remaining unpatented. 

Allamakee ......... J.. . ......... 173.89 
Appanoose .... ,....... ....... 3~~:~g 
Benton ..... .. .... - . • .... . 116.225 
Black Hawk • ···-· ••• · · 
Boone ...... . .. , ......... -..... 50.00 
Bremer ...... ...... ................ 20.00 
Buchanan ............ !................ 40.00 
Butler ....... ........... ...... ........ 160.00 
cass ........... .. ........... -····-·.. 160.00 
Cedar .................... ............. 200.00 
Chickasaw • ....... ... ... .. .... 40 00 
Clay .. ..... .. ••... .. . . . . . . 80.00 
Clay ton ..... - ......... , ........... ·j 382.51 
Clinton .... .............. 40.00 434.93 
Dallas ..... ........... . 1 50.00 
Davis ....... • ...... I 80.00 40.00 
Decatur ... • . . .. ... 120.00 

1 ~.~ ~d~ 
~ ~ 0 ~ ::J !:' 

..... "C ~ ..... tl; ... 

I ~!;. ~~~~ 
4>C~U> 4>-!:0> 
&J OJ-'-' Dcd4>,.... 
e-4>~ e~~o 
= ~~ ~ j"" Q.(W) 

---------.- z z 
Jones .................... ! 80.00 !i70.00 
K eokuk . .. ............ , 160.00 
Kossuth ... ......... ... 160.00 
Lee .......... .. .. ... .

1 

40.00 60.00 
Linn ...... .. ......... ...... 116.33 
Louisa . . ....... .... ....... 20.00 
Mahaska .... ........ ... ............ 80.00 
Marlon ..... ............. ..... ......... 360.00 
Mars hall . . ......... 1................ 20.00 
Mills . ..... ... ....... •. .. ...... 120.00 

:~\~~:~ :: :::::::::: .. ::·: :::·:::::1 4:~:~g 
Monroe . ........... ................ 40.00 
Muscatine . ............ ................ 315.00 
Page ...... ... . ........ ................ 100.00 
Polk ....... ......... ..•.•..• ....... 190.00 
Pottawatt.amle .... . .............. 140.00 

Counties 

Des llloines ... ...... 280.00 815.09 
Dubuque . • ........ 1 80.00 .................. . 
~mmet ....... ........ ...... ...... 90.00 
Floyd ......... _ ..... , ........ .... 1 60.00 
Franklin . -~- ..... 1............... 1 60.00 

Powes hlek .......... 1 ............. , 280.00 
Ringgold ........................ :. 10.00 

~~;;~ .. ::::::.- .::::::::::: ~::::::::::::: l:g:gg 
Union ... • ..... ...... ................ 6.00 

Fremont . - .... _.,................ 381.52 
Grundy ............................... 

1 

!lO.OO 
Guthrie .. ......... ................ 240 00 
Hamilton . ...... . . ................ 80.00 
Hardin .. . • . .,... ....... •• . 80.00 
Harrison . --·· · -·· ·········! 742 27 
Henry ....... .. .... . ............... 220.00 
Howard .. .. ...... 1 .............. 1 1&9.32 
Iowa ...................... ... ............ 280.00 
Jackson .. . ...... '....... . ... . 83.1 !l 
Jobnaon .............. ! ... -· ...... 20.00 

·wapello .. ........ ... . .......... 80.00 
Warren . ............ ................ 80.00 
Washington . ....... ... ............ 100.00 
Wayne ...... ..... ...... ................ 370.00 
Webster . ........... ................ 80.00 
Wlnneshiek . ........ ................ 40.00 
Woodbury .......................... ~ 560.00 
Wright .... . . . ....... } ........................... . 

T otals .................. ,-600.00 )10,803.735 
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FIVE H UNDRED THOlJSAr-\D ACR E GRANT. 

Giving the number oC acres pat en ted during the biennia l per iod ending 
June 30, 1918, a nd the number ot acl'es r emaining unpaten ted. 

Counties 

A dam s ................. .. 
Allam a k ee • __ ...... ...... . .. I 
A p p a noos e ... .. ......... . 
B enton ... ................ 57.89 
Bre m e r ................. 

1 

.. ....... .. 
Bu chana n .......................... .. 

Clarke ... ............. ... 40.00 

15.00 
593.10 

80.00 
219.31 
280.00 
80.00 

200.00 
120.00 

Co unties 

I owa ...................... , 
Jones .................... .. 
L inn .................... . 
i\tad l~on ................ . 
J>o w eshle k ... .......... .. 
Hl nggold ........... . 
S t o r y ....................... . 

80.00 l 120.00 
319.19 
131.60 

80.00 
261.76 

6.00 
Chic kas aw ............ 1 ............. .. 

Clayton ................... .. 
Clinto n ........... .. · ......... . 

1 ,120.82 
101.76 

Tama ........... ........ 80.00 363:69" 
U nio n ...... .. .... .. . . 40.00 175.00 
\Vapc llo .. ................ ...... 40.00 

Dallas 

g~~~~~e ..... ::::::::::{:::~~:?0 
Fayette 
Floyd . ..::::-. :=··}:.:: .. :::. I_ 

204.51 
260.00 
240.00 
80.0 0 

\Vayne ..................... 149.89 
\Vebst e r 40.00 17.13 

W~no::~: ~~~ ... --·::~:::\ 377.89 I 6,::::: : 

SCHOOL L .\ ~IJS l' .\.T ESTE D 

Giving a descr iption or the s chool lands patented during the biennial 
period ending June 30, 1918, with the names of patentees and the coun
ties in which the lands are located. 

SIXTEENTH SECTION GRAKT. 

"' I -s:: .::: 
"' 0 0 s:: ~ "' Date of Parts of Section .. ~ s:: " 

I 
Xame ot Patentee Patent (J .. 

I Q 0 .. (J 

en e-. ... < I 

Davis County--

1 70 
L ots 1 and 5, N ~ 

' N'V l{ ...... .. ............. 16 12 I 8o.oo Benja m in M o r gan. Oc t. 5,1916 
L ee County-

I ss L ot 14, SE '4 S W %. 16 1 I 10 .00 Ab r a ham Nash ....... Oct . 11, 1916 
Clinton Cou nty-- I s2 SW ~ SW~ .............. 16 I 4t 40.00 J ohn K eal y ..... ...... Dec. 12, 1916 
J ones Coun ty- I I 

l 8o.oo I 22,1917 W I.!! NE% ................. 16 86 3 Mic h ael H ofa c r e ..... Jan. 
Des ll1ol n es County- I I S~ NW~ and SW % 16 70 4 240.00 l Thos. J . Sater .. ..... Feb. 26, 1917 
D ubuque Cou n t y- I I Ap r. 11, 1917 s~ sw ~ .................. 16 87 !! 80.00 Josep h P hilips .. 
De!! l\{olnes County- I I 3, 1917 Lot 6, SW % l'<"W ';4 . 16 71 2 40.00 Jacob D ean •••• 0 

l\1ay 
I I 1-- -1 

T otal ................ . ..... 1 .. ·-··l ... 600.00 

t E ast. 

• 
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FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND ACRE GRA:'\T. 

= "' 
s:: .::: 

"' 41 
0 c ~ 

parts or Section _, i1: c 
"' 41 0 CIS 

l/1 E-< ~ 

w ebster County-
36 87 27 sw ~ sw \4 ............ 

Jones Cou~nty-
SE ~ NE ~ .............. 31 84 1 

r aroa Co u n ty-
5 I 83 16 W '-i SW I4 .. ......... 

I 
Clark e Co unty-

18 71 24 sw ~ NE \4 ........... 
Benton County-

NE '• N E I{ ........... 2 86 9 
Deca tur Coun ty-

1 69 25 NW '4 SW ~ ............. 
Union Co u n ty-

1 2 71 28 SW l4 N W l4 .............. 

T otal ............. ... ....... ........ , ..... 

I 
I 

I 

I 

"' 0 ... 
(J 

< 

I 
40. oo I 
80. oo I 

80. oo 1 

40. 

67. 

40. 

40. 

00 

89 

00 

!377 . ~1 
89 1 

N ame o r Pate ntee 

Issa c Bell, Jr. 

Thos. A . 'Vood 

W m . A llmon 

E lia s Ritt e r E s t. 

J oel W . Mille r . 

Elijah B. H all 

David N . S mith 

THE MORTGAGE SCH OOL LA:'\DS. 

= s:: .c 
"' 41 0 c ~ "' :"\arne o! Patente e Par ts of Section .. 3: c 41 

(J .. 
4> 0 CIS "' (/) E-< e: < 

15 

D a t e or 
Patent 

Aug. 9,1916 

Dec. 18, 1916 

:u c h . 8, 1917 

J une 9, 1917 

Jan. 7, 1918 

Apr. 8, 1918 

r un e 14, 1918 

D a t e of 
Pat ent 

Allaroak ee County- ~ I I I II I 
_s_E_l4_s_,_v_~_-_ .. _· _ .. _ ... _ .. _ .. ...!..__4_.Li'_9_7 L 5 J 34 .00 Damon W haley ..... Aug. 20, 1917 

TilE USIVER, JTY LASDS 

The Univer sity lands consists of lands granted to the s tate by acts 
of congress, approved July 20, 1840, and March 3, 1845, known as the 
':University Grant" ; also lands acquir ed by the state under the "Saline 
Land Grant.'' under the act of cong ress, approved March 3, 1845; a lso 
lands obtained by donation a nd the fo reclosure of mortgages . given to 
secure loans of the university Cunds. 

UNIVERSITY GRANT. 

The act of cong ress, a pproved July 20, 1840, au thorized the secretary 
ot the treasury to set a pa r t a nd reser·ve, within the terri tory of Iowa , 
a Quantity of land not to exceed two en tire to wnships for the s upport 
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of a university when the tcn itory should become a state. The act or 
congress. a pproved !\la rch 3, 1845. aga in granted these lands to th 
state of Iowa to be a ppropriated for s uch univers ity in s uch manner a: 
the legislat ure of the slate might prescribe, and fixed U1e quantity 
seventy-t wo sections of la nd. Under the grant seventy sections of lan~t 
containiug 45,928.84 acres, were certified to the s tate. ' 

These lands were, by law, first placed under the control and manag _ 
ment of the board of trus tees of tbe univers ity; later under the contr~l 
of the board of regents wben that board was created, and are now 
under the control of the State Board of Education. 

THE> SALINE LAND GRANT. 

By an act approved March 3, 1845, congress granted to the state of 
Iowa, under certain restrictions, the use of the salt springs therein 
not to exceed twelve in number, with six sections of land conliguou~ 
to each. By an act approved May 27, 1852, congress granted these salt 
springs and lands to the state in fee simple, to be disposed of as the legis
lature should direct. !'hese lands, embracing seventy-two sections, con
taining 46,202.52 acres, were certified to the state December 19, 1856. 

The act of the first general assembly of the state of Iowa, approved 
February 24, 1847, authorized the governor to appoint an agent to select 
the salt springs and the six sections of land contiguous to each. The 
legislature, by an act approved February 5, 1851, provided that these 
lands should be sold and the proceeds were to constitute a fund tor the 
founding and supporUng of a lunatic asylum. There appears to hiU'e 
been no sales under this acl Several additional acts were passed by 
succeeding legislatures, providing for the sale and disposition of the 
saline lands, but it appears that no sales were made under any of these 
acts. An act of the eighth general assembly, approved April 2, 1860. 
appropriated the saline lands and funds to the State University or 
Iowa. Tbe tenth general assembly passed an act, approved March 25, 
1864, a uthorizing the trustees of the state university to sell the saline 
lands, and placing the proceeds from the sales thereof under the control 
of said trustees. 

The thirteenth general assembly passed an act, approved April 11, 
1870, placing the saline lands under the control of the board of regents 
of the state university, and the thir ty-third general assembly, by act 
approved March 29, 1909, abolished the board of regents and created the 
state board of education which took over all the duties and powers 

' formerly held by the regents. · 

UNIVERSITY MORTGAGE LANDS. 

These are the lands acquired by the foreclosure of mortgages given 
to secure loans of the university fund. 

DONATED LANDS. 

Tbe donated lands are such as have either been donated direct to the 
university, or those which have been purchased with funds which were 
donated to the university. 
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PATENTS BY SECRETARY OF STATE. 

d the P
rovisions of Sections 83 of the Code, the Secretary of State un er . . 

th rized to issue patents for Umvers1ty lands in cases where the 
Is au o . 
certificate of purchase is lost or des troyed. The section is given herein 

as ronows: 

The secretary of stale is hereby authorized to Issue patents for lands, 
the legal title to which is ves ted in the state university, in cases wherein 
It is shown to the satisfaction of the gove rnor an.d attorney general 
that such lands have been in fact sold by the authonty of the state and 
paid tor, and that the certificates of purchase have been lost or de
stroyed. [ 21 G. A., cb. 178, § 1.] 

~IVERSITY LAND GRANT. 

Giving the numbe1· of acres remaining unpatented, and the number or 
acres sold under contract at the close of the biennial period ending 

June 30, 1918. 

Counties 

Hardin ...•....•............ - ....... . 
Lucas • .... ., __ _ 
Story ... . ........... -·····- . • • 

Total 

SALINE LA~D GRANT. 

Counties 

Total 

.. 
t.D ., 
s:l CIO '0 .... = 
-='Q~ ;3 
CIS<> 
eC:o ::!-
QepO') ou 
..__. D"JCIS 

al ., .. ., cs:: ri',.J 

~C:3 ~g 
u ~~ uu 
< .-<_:___ 

I 40.00 ............... . 
2 32 34 232.34 
141.36 , ............. . 

1------
. 413.70 I 232.34 

480.00 
160.00 

640.00 
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UNIVERSITY AND SALINE LANDS PATENTED. 

Giving a description ot the University and Saline Lands patented 
during t.he biennial period ending June 30, 1918, with the names or 
patentees and counties in which the la nds are sltuaterl. 

Parts of Sections 
s: 
0 .. .. .. 

u 

Name of Patentee Date or 
Patent <:i .. 

rn < 
SA LINE 

Decatur County-
S W "' SE '~ and 

SE% SW'4 
W~ SE•t, ..... 

28 , 69 ! 24 80.(10 II Charle~> P Beaver s Feb. 14.19!7 
33 I 69 1 24 I 8 0.00 1 John W . Bennett.. ... Feb. 14, 1917 

--------------~ 

U:>:SOLD UNIVERSITY LANDS. 

The following University Lands remain unsold at the close or the 
biennial period ending June 30, 1918. 

The sale of these lands is in charge of the State Board of Education. 

; s: 
Parts of Sec tions 0 

.... 
u .. 
00 

Donated Lands-
N . E. ~ of N . 'V % ..••.•• ···--··- •••• ········-·· 2:l 
S. E. ~ of S. E. \4 .. ...• ........ ................. 14 

Total ..... 

Foreclosure Lands-

c. 
.c 
ffl .. 
Cl 14 "' ~ r: .. .. 
0 cj "' 8 ~ < 

86 32 40.00 
84 38 40.00 

..... T ... 8o.ool 

County 

Calhoun 
Crawford 

S. "\V. % ot S. ,v. ~- ......... _..... ............ 31 79 I 16 I 40.00...__P_o_w_e_s_ht_e_k __ 

. \GH J('lLTURAL COLLEGE L.UOS 

The agricultural college lands were acquired by two congressional 
grants, by purchase, donation, and t.he foreclosure of mortgages given 
to secure loans of the college fund. 

FIVE SECTIO).; GRANT. 

Congress, by the act approved March 3, 1845, granted to the state or 
Iowa five sections of land In Jasper county to aid in t.he erection of 
public buildings. The seventh general assembly, by the act approved 
March 22, 1858, provided for t.he establishment of an agricultural college 
and model farm, to be under the management of a board of trustees, and 
in section II thereof, appropriated the proceeds of the five section grant 
(provided congress should consent to the diversion) , together with all 

• 
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lands which congress might hereafter grant to the state • th . LOr e pur-
pOse contemplated by said act, for the benefit of the sa1·d 11 co ege. On we twenty-third of March, 1858, the same general a"sembl " Y passed a 
joint resolution asking the c~nsent of congress to such diversion of the 
live section grant. In compltance with this request congress passed an 
act, approved July 11, 1862, authorizing the legislature of Iowa t k 
such disposition of ~he five section grant lands as the said leg~l::r: 
-deemed for the best mterests of the ~tate. 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE GR-Al~T. 

By the act, approved July 2, 1862, congress granted to each state a 
quantity of land equal to 30,000 acres for each senator and representa
tive in congress to which t.he states were respectively entitled, for the 
purpose of establishing a college tor the benefit of agriculture and 
mechanic a rts. Under this grant Iowa was entitled to 240,000 acres of 
land. 

These lands were by t.he laws of the state placed under the control 
of the board of trustees of the agricultnr:\1 college and sold. The pro
ceeds derived from the sale of the lands con!>tltute a perpetua l fu nd the 
interest or which alone can be used for the support of the college.' All 
of the lands acquired under this grant have been patE'nted by the state. 

THE CUSEY PURCHASE LANDS. 

The lands purchas.ed for t.he agricultural college come under the head 
of lands known as the Cusey purchase lands. All of the Cusey purchase 
lands, consisting of 15,013.18 acres, have been patented by the state. 

DONATED LANDS. 

The donated lands consist of lands which have been given direct to 
the state for t.he use of the agricultural college, or lands purchased 
with funds which have been donated to the said institution . 

MORTGAGE LANDS. 

These are lands acquired by foreclosure of mortgages given to secure 
loans of the college fund. 

THt: SW.\XP LANDS 

Since the date of the swamp land grant, t.he state selected about 
4.572,816.27 acres of swamp lands. The department of the interior has' 
held that a large amount of the lands embraced in t.hese selections was 
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not of the cha1·ncter defined and granted by the. act of 1850. The state 
has acquiretl 873.816.42 acres ot swamp lands m place, and 321,976.9& 
ucres of indemnity swamp lands; anti has received cash indemnity f 

about 471.072.64 acres. The state has received in lands and caSh on~; 
about 1,666,906.04 acres ou t ot the 4,572,816.27 acres selected. 

The following table shows the status of the swamp land grant ac
counted to the state by the government. 

1. The total quantity of swamp lands in place and swamp land cash 
and land indemnity in Iowa, selected, a pproved and patented, from 
September 28, 1850. to J une 30, 1918: 

Acres. 
Selected .................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · . · · ....... 4,572.936.29 
Approved-Lands in place ........................... 944,578.84 
Patented-Lands in place... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 873,856.42 
Approved-Cash indemnity ($587,477.50) on basis of. . 471,072.6{ 
Approved-Land indemnity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 341,632.97 
Patented indemnity lands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321,976.98 

2. Total quantity of swnm,p land selections remaining unadjusted on 
June 30, 1918: 

Swnmp lands in place-claims ................. (not compiled) 
Swamp lands indemnity claims ...................... 487,605.77 

SWAMP LANDS PATENTED. 

During the biennial per iod ending June ·30, 1918, thel'e has been no 
patents issued by the government to the state for swamp and o,·er
Oowed lands. 

TD E RAJLBO.AD L.lSO 

The railroad lands of Iowa consist of all lands grante<l by the various 
acts ot congress to ai d in the construction of cer tain railroads in lhe 
state of Iowa. La nds which inured to the s tate under these grants have 
been either certified or paten te<l to the state by the proper government 
officials, and in turn granted to the railroad companies entiUed thereto 
by the genera l assembly of Iowa. 

The la nds inuring to the rail road compa nies under the act of congress. 
' a pproved June 2, 1864 , were certified and approved direct to said com· 

panies by the commission er of the general land olflce and secretarY ot 
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the interior. Certified copies of lists ot lands approved under tbls act 
are ot record in the s tate land otrice. 

The biennia l report of this depa rtment tor the period ending J une 
30, 1908, contains a complete list of all th e acts of congress a nd of all 
the acts of the genera l assembly ot Iowa relative to the railroad g rants. 
There are sti ll on hand copies of that rePOrt which may be obtained on 
application. 

The railroad land g rants have been practically all adjusted by the 
department of the Interior; those not yet approved have been awaiting 
decision of confilcts with other grants. 

LIST OF LANDS BY SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Under the provis ions of Section 82 of the Code, the Secretary of State 
is authorized and directed to prepare, on application of the parties in 
Interest, lists of lands Inuring to the State of Iowa under the Acts of 
Congress to aid In the construction of railroads within the State. 

DUBUQUE & PACIFIC RAILROAD LANDS. 

In the land report of 1!l,1 2. &,ttention is directed to the condiUons then 
existing concerning this clast~ 0j , lfl.nds , and which made It imPOssible 
to perfect title In the owners. 

As there could not be found any record or other sul!lclent ev1denee 
to show that the conditions under which the grants had been mode 
had ever been complied with, certificates could not be Issued to the 
applicants therefor. 

To remedy the matter the thlrty-6tth general assembly enacted a 
law authorizing the Secretary ot State to certlty said land as inuring 
to the grantees ot the said Dubuque and Pacific Railroad Coml"\n~. 
which cer tificate shall be signed by the governor, and attested by the 
secretary ot state, with the seal of the state, and deliver the same to 
such appUcant who is hereby authorized to have said certUlcate recorded 
In the county in which the land so certified, Is situated, and when so 
recorded, shall be notice to all persons the same as deeds now are, and 
shall be evidence of the title from the state of Iowa, to any person 
deriving title to said land under the Dubuque and Pacific Rail road 
Company, to the land therein described under the grant of congress 
by which the land was certified to the state so far as the certified lists 
made by the commissioner toresald, conferred title to the state. 
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DUBUQUE A:\0 PACIFJC CERTIFICATES. 

In accordance with chapter 6, of the acts ot the thirty-firth general 
assembly, the following certilicates were issued d uring the biennial 
periotl enuing J une 30, 1!>18: 

=- ====r==r=l Cl.=p=r==t==r== 
~ .c <» County To Whom Certified Date or Par ts of S<>ctlon .2 ~ til Cerllf\cat& 

NW 'A • N 1~ SW '4 ········ 
.N\V \~ . 

SW',4 ..... ··· ·············o····· 
NE'4 NW'4 !rl ........ . o. 
S\V ·~· ·· ···o••· .o·o ·· • o•o·· 
N 'W 'i and S•,i, .o .... o .... . . . 
SE'• NE~ .. -•o ••• •••••• 

NF.~ SE~o ···•······ ···· · 
E~ NE 1't .. . ·-···· ······ 
E ..._ sw•& o ..... o ... o 
N. "20 SY.: SE 14. :-n::n 

SE '4, S E '4 NE 1.1° 
E' I N ' V 14 .. -·-···· .... 
L Olli 10 & 11, Blk. 6, 

n'adclltTe (pt. SE \4) 
SW~ SE% .... . o·· 
SWV. NW~s ..... o ... o ... o ... 
SE '4 SE '4 . 
mv·~ N"\V% 00 •o··· .... · 
SE 14 NE'4 .. 0 0 0

• • •• . .. .. 

NE'4 ~~V'-' ··· 
s~ 1\'E';.. N'!o SE~ 
""' . ··--···-·· ....... . 
r\•J . .. ' .. ' .. 
sw ••-
8'"'\t NW'~ ·-- ·· · ........ . 
NW... SW 'A ·---·----· 
SWI{ NWI{ 0 ••• -- · -· 

E\ol, SE'4 ooooo 0 ° - · 

Nh SE'4. SE'A SE 'Ii 
SW 'A SE% & SW% .. 
W~ NE\4 .................... .. 
S\V\4 ...... ..... ... ............ .. 
N W \4 (ex. 8'\4a.) ... .... . 
S~ l\'"\V 1 ;, N 1!. SW\i 
E Y.: NE\4 ........ ............ .. . 
N'~ NE\4 & SY.: NE\4 
1'.---v\' '4 N E 'A .................. . 
NE% NE\4 ................... . 

~ I ~ ~ 
rn I e-< .... 

13 89 3G I Sac ................ !Henry W. Lex ... . 
29 91 24 1 \Vrtght .... 1Arthur Pohlman 
13 91 24 Wrlghl .... ~ Geo. ,V, Young 

3 90 SO \Veoste r ...... John Kuntz ... 

~~~ ~ 91 30 1 Humboldt.. . Alex. ·w. Hawley. 
35 88 23 Hamilton .... E. M. Christiansen. 
15 90 1 30 \Vebster .... .. James :II. Hood .. 
17 , 91 I 2S "\\' right .......... Jamell D iehl ... .. 

9 90 24 "'rlghl ....... Albert Claude .. 

3 89 35 Sac .......... ....... A. \V. }{enrich ...... . 
23 87 29 \Vcbster .... Henry :O.'IcCracken 

2il 87 22 1 Har din .... ..... l\fa r lin Ingebrltse 
3 90 23 \Vrlgbt ... R. W. Blrd.'!all 

31 92 19 1 Franklin ........ Lillian M. Fox .. 
:l3 91 127 Humboldt... C. L. Johnson, et al 

3 90 27 "\Vebster C. L. Johnson. et at 
3!! 88 10 1 Buchanan. 1\lberl E. Ctbson 
19 91 1 Clayton ~~- J . Rittstleg ... 
11 88 23 . Ha~.J , lo .-· Chrl>sL L . Orlon . 
23 90 24 1 '•' right .. . 'I c. H. Jameson.. .. 

1 90 30 w .. · ~Ler . l Joe D . Hood ...... .. . 
"

0 

89 ZJ .ff.lmllton . Thomas Murphy . 
].j. 88 23 1 flamllton. . Henry nargrafen 
15 87 29 Webster~ Henry \V. Luebke 

7 86 24 I Hamilton Nels R Ostrem 
15 90 24 Wright ... Jel•ke C r amer. J r .. 
17 89 30 \Vebster..... William O'Hearn 
15 87 30 Webster....... Charles H oagland. 
11 91 25 \Vrlghl .... C. A. Dahlgren ... 
11 92 34 Poc'b'ntas :\larlln B. Pringle . 
13 90 24 Hamilton ..... L. T. 1\fcCartney . 
17 87 22 Hardin ..... M. G. Ol11on ......... . 
11 91 25 Wright..... . A. J. Honn ....... . 

3 90 30 Webster ...... .. W. S. Lyon ....... .. 
15 91 21 Frank lin.. . S. S. Shar pe .... . 
25 87 24 H amilton ...... . George Auflnson ... 

PATEXTS I SSUED mrDER SPECL\L ACTS 

Nov. 14, 1916 
Nov. 14. 1916 
Nov. 17, 1916 
Nov. 23. 191& 

Jan. 3, 1917 
Jan. 29. 1917 
Feb. 10, 1917 
Feb. 20, 1917 
Feb. 20,1917 

Feb. 20,1917 
Mar. 29, 1917 

May 3, 1917 
June 4, 1917 
July 19, 1917 
July 26. 1917 
July 26,1917 
Aug. 30, 1917 
Sep. 15, 1917 
Ocl. 18, 1917 
NO\', 6, 1917 
Jan. 7, 1918 
Jan. 12, 1918 
Jan. 21. 1918 
Feb. 14, 1918 
F eb. 19, 191S 
~'eb. 26, 1918 
!\tar. 27.1918 
Mar. 28, 1918 
ltar . 28. 191~ 
llfar . 29.1918 
A pr. 9,1918 
Apr. 13, 1918 
Apr. 16, 191S 
Apr. 16, 1918 
Apr. 16, 1918 
Apr. 24,1911 

The thir ty-seventh general assembly a u thorized the issua nce of pat
ents to quiet title and to donate la nds for public pu rposes as foll ows : 
senate File 29, 37th G. A., a u thorized issuance of q uit claim deed to 

Frank Kuchel, for Lot 35 in Blk. 4 In the town of Camanche, Clinton 
county. Patent Issued March 27, 1917. 

Senate File 217, 37th G. A., authorized issuance of paten t to Ute heirs 
of John Horsley , for th e SW~, NW14 and Elf..!, SW 1,4 , Sec. 16-68-43 
West, F remont county. Patent issued Apr il 22, 1917. 

Z'' 

Senate File 341. 37th G. A., authorized lsRuanC'~ of palf'nt to J:ur1c• :-:. 
Ball, for Lot 8 in Blk. 103, Towa. City, I owa. 1 'a tout it;~Sueu May 
15, 1917. 

Senate File 592, 37th G. A., authorized i:;~:~uuucc or ucctl or correction 
to 1\lary c. 1\Iullen, ct al, for certain land in SEI'J of Fif'c. 16-8fJ :r, 
East. Patent issued l\luy :!6, 1917. 

Senate File 583. 37th G. A., authorized issuancll of patent to Alexander 
Wheat. for the SW 1.4. . SW 1 't ot Sue. IG-68-7, West, in Lte county. 
Patent issued .Ju ly 10, 1917. 

Senate File 584. 37th G. A., authorized issuance ot patent to Ab!!alom 
Anderson, for the SW 11 . .1'\W~. Sec. lG-68-7, West, in Lee county. 
Patent issued July 10. 1917. 

House File 230, 37th G. A., a u thorized issuance or Quit claim deed to 
Eliza J. Lyon , for the S 75 feet of LotR !l, 10 a ncl 11, Blk. 10. in 
H. Lyons Addition to Des l\loines. Quit claim deed issued \ugust 
2, 1917. 

Senate File 180. 37th G. A., authorir.cd issuance of paten t to Paulus Alt
mann , for the !\'W 1L XW11\ or Sec. 19-91-28, West, in Humboldt 
county. Patent issued August 2, 1917. 

Senate File 487, 37th G. A .. authorized the Board or Supervisors of Clarke 
county, Iowa, to sell to Elias Ri t ter for $2.50 per acre, the SW¥._, 
XE 14 of Sec. 18-71-24. 

Senate File 522, 37th G. A .. authorized tlle State Board of Education 
to execute to Frank X. Freyder, J r., and Ann Freyder, a quit 
claim deed to X 70 feet of Lot 1, nnd N 'i!i feet of Lot 2. Blk. 27. 
Iowa City. 

Senate File 361. :J7th G. A., authorized issuanc-e or conveyances of cer
tain lands to the Des Moines Western Railway Comthny upon cer
tain conditions. 

House File 498, 37th C. A., authorized the Executive Council to sell 
SW!f., SWI{&_ of Sec. 16-87-19. 

Senate File 362. 37th G .. \., authorized the issuance of deeds to the City 
of Des Moines. cove1·ing certain land for street purposes. 

r~ UEX TO SPECI.\L I~FOJ!lU.\ TION 

A history of the diffc1·ent classes of state lands together with a 
statement of the lands received or disposed of b)' the state during the 
biennial periods, is generally given in each land repo1·t. 

Reports from 1891 to date contain special subjects as shown by the 
following summaJ•y, caJ\ he obtained upon request. with the exception 
ot the report or 1901. the supply of which Is reduced to IJlc number 
required to be held In reserve. 

A full and com plete index s ho"·ing the disposition of the different 
cla~ses or land, with the Acts of CongrCS!i and of the Legislature af
fecting the same, may be fo und in the 1916 Lnnd Office Report, begin
ning on page 25 thereof. 


