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Fur the year 1918. -1.39.' fires were reported to thi' ollie,•, invoh·
ing a loss of $1:,-140,771. The property tm·ohed in the'e fires was 
,alue•l at $27,015.791. Of the total loss thu~ reported. proper!< 
to the value of $4,189,03-1 was covered by in,urancc. leaving a:1 
execS< of loss o<·er insurance amounting to $2.251,737. Included 
111 thi' t'<cr's are 6-10 properties involvmg" io" of $35-1.-105 upou 
\\ hich no insurance was C~trried. 

TilL TOT.\L XlJ~IBER OF I I RES REPORTED FOR 19\8 
\\:\$ 560 Lt-:SS Til AN Til AT REPORTED FOR 1917. 

THE FIRE LOSS OF 1918 \\'AS LESS UY $775,474 TIL>\:-: 
THAT OF 1917. 

The average dai ly fire lo>s of the yeat amounted to $17,645 and 
the a< crage loss in each fire was $1,466. 

The per capita fire loss in the state of Iowa during the )ear 
1918 was $2 73. 

During the year six (6) fires occurred in each of which the loss 
excfeded $100,000, as follows: 

March 18, Washta .............. .' ....................... $126,447 
May 16, Webster county, near •'orl Dodgo ............•... 125,000 
July ~. Woodbury county, near Sergeanta Dlulr......... . 118.784 
Aug. 6, Independence ................ . .................. 135.000 
S•pt. 28. Des Moines. . .................... • .. ........ 274.147 
Oct. 18. De• )!olnes .................................... 110.000 

Total .............................................. $884,378 

The number of dwellings burned was 2,089 and the Ius. un 
buildings wa~ $1,025,334, and on conten ts $363,789. 

The sound value of these dwellings was reported at $4,914,608 
and that of their contents at $1,114,044. 

The number of barns burned was 605 and the loss on building' 
was $626,179 and on contents $490,975. 

The sound value of the barns was reporled at $674,685 and 
lhe;r contents at $563,666. 



The number oi .tore- buruc<l w a~ 25.> an I thr lo-. on bu•ldl!l~S 
was $J56,i.l6 an•l on conttnb $917,811. 

The soun•l 'alue of the •tore bu1hhng' wa- r"porttl 1t 

$1,R5.l,i00 a111lthat ,,(the contents at SZ.i\0,911 

Thr numhcr ol factories burnc<l "'"Ill an•l tlw lo-s on lou11d· 
1n~s was $1-13.7.18 and on content' $2~.UI. 

Th., ~n\11111 \alue nf the factory hnil<lin~' •hm3~:r wa' rep .. rtd 
:1t $7·11,511! an<l that of their content~ a~ Sl.4115,roll 

Nuwty-,ix {%) <lcaths wert· rqi(Jrt.·<l a• the •hn·ct rc>ult of 
fire Uf thi' nnmht•r 42 wt•rt· wonwn and .H w<•rc chil<lrrn In 49 
ca.r~ fat31 w hie. gasnline or coal c>il wa' invoht•tl. 

1-lspections of buildings ~nd prt•mi<r• hy mpcli and regu.ar 
dtputie, to the number of 684 were nude in 124 different cites 
and town< in the state, upon tht ha<~• of wluch there were issutd 
174 order~ to remo,·e buildings. 54 to rtpair bu1ldings. i7 to 
change, 55 to clean up and repair. and 159 to clt":tn up inflammaMe 
ruh!>i~h . 

In adcllti<•n 10 the fur,·going, 1.9~• iu!opt·rtiuu~ c,f gram d~ .• ~ 
tors, mill< and ft~><l Storage plant- \Hrt' made hy 1<9 in>pectvrs 
who wrn· <lui) appointed by me with the •l•(lroval of the exe~u
ti\'c council of the state. These inspections were made in 951 
difTt·r~nt citic, and towns in 93 difft·rcnt cunntit·~ of the state. 

l'pun the ha•is of these inspection•. rt'l>nrt< nl which were nurle 
to l.>, 4.1.1 ur<lcr> were i-;sued by this department. 

One hunrln·rl ,ixty-fi,·e ( lf1S) '"'l'i,iuu< tire> were inve,tigated 
in 113 diftcrcnt places in 63 different C<IUnties of the state. 

In :uldition to the number of indictments pending from previ·Jus 
""'"·mention of whtcb wa> made in Ill} la•t rrport, eighteen (18) 
arr.-~t~ and prosecutions were had dunn!( the year 1918. or the 
ca•cs that were tried or in which plea• of guilty were entered, 
thirtcr•o (U) re>ulted in conviction•, •ix (6) vf which were •en· 
u·nccd to the penitentiary or reformatory. two llJ were com· 
n11ttrd to the industrial school at Eldc>ra, four (4) to hospitals 
for th<· 1n,anc, one (I) to the in,tituti<>n fnr fcchlt·-minde<l, and 
two (2) were paroled by the court aiter sentence. 

01 the other prosecutions, one person indicted died bc~ore his 
case came to trial, one was tried and acquitted and one md1ctment 

i• sull pending. 

,4,ppen•l<"d hu .. to as a p3rt of this report ar.- t'h e taLie' which 
••t out m detail not ~>nly the report< of fin~. hut the work oi m· 
·~uon and inve,tig:nio:o done by thos offiu~ 

CE:O.:l:R.\1, llt:nt:\1 

In m>kmt::" thi<. my eighth an.! l.•t ~nnu.11 rrport oi mv .. inn<l 
• rt5 >11•1 oi the atTair-. of Ill) otflcc, I lith! I m." IK" pard~ned ii I 
~pc;~k at kn~:th concerning tht• <r<">twn "'"' lu~tory ol the office 
0 ( ~utr- tirt': m;ar~hal 3~ well a~ of the \:tfhlu-olmt·s of artl\·itv pur· 
>ll«l 1lurin1: these years that I ha\r hco·n dl..r)(~•l with th~ dul\' 
c•l dir~cting the work. · 

'ihe 'tatt· lire marshal Ia\\ "a' t'll.lrtt·•l hv till" Thirtv·founh 
t~rncral .h•~mbly and was known as Ch.<ptcr.lli\. · 

The bill for the act was originally llltr••lurr•l i11 the house h,· 
llo:o \\'. 1- Hartling, our present ~oHntor, "ho was then a men;. 
ber from \\'oc.dbury county. 

Aiter passing the house, it wa•, 111 S<>me r~•J•rcts, amended in 
the srn:ur, the main change• bring in rutting the annual appro
priation in two and in reducin1: the salary ,,f thr <t>t<' fire maf'hal. 

Thi~ l:\w was not the result of any ha<ty impubt· hut its rnact
mrnt h:lrl frequc.ontly been urged hy pt·r,on:-l "ho \\ln. ;}Cf]\ttuntc•l 
with the enormous tire waste of our C<>tmtrv and >t.llr, which at 
the present time exceeds $2.50 pt•r r:tpit:t pr; un1111111 as against an 
annual per car.ita tire loss in the rivilirrrl nntiun• ol Furopt nng· 
ing from 19 cents to 35 cents 

The pres~nt Iowa law is f3•hione•l vrry brgely, il not entirely, 
aft~r that of Ohio. where an inrlepen•lrnt fire mar.hal's depart· 
ment .,molar to ours has brcr. in OJ>rf;ati<•n lor o>rr e1ghtern y~aro 

At the pr~sent time there are tlnrty·three (.H) Matt$ in which 
thrre i•" tire marshal's office or deparunrnt There is a tire mar
Jhal's department in the island of llawaii as well as in the Di•· 
trict of Columbia, also similar drp.utmcnU in four of thr province~ 
ol Canada. 

1mmed1ately upon my appointment to the present office, of 
wh1ch I took charge on July 4, 1911, it hrcamc my duty to out· 
hne the various activities along which the law intended that i 
~hould upcratc; to formulate blanks both f!Jr report• and f•lr in· 
•pcction work; to prepare an educational bullrhn for usc in th~ 
public .chools of the state, containing outlinrs of in~truction on the 
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cau!c~ and danger• of fire. a' \\ell a, ginng general d•r~tiono fc.r 
the cundutting of fir~ drills: to pr~pare blank boc·l" lcr the rec.:., 
rcquirt·d hy Ia" to l>c kept in the office, to fom•ulatc and dirct: 
the methods to he pur>ued in th~ in,·~,ugation of ~uspic1ou, firts 
ami in tht• ~~curing of ~\'id~nce relating to th~ir origin. 

.\ fourfold duty is place•l by law upon the lir~ marshal and tle 
work growing out of thi, duty may be brietly de,ignated undtr 
th~ following heads: 

THE STATISTICAl. \VQJtK. 

l11111 th<· establishment of the state lire ma.-hal'~ office and t~c 
provi~inn for the collection and publication hy that department 
of certam <lata pertaining to fire lo-.~• there had been no office 
or other agency in this state concerned in ~ecuring thi• mforma
tion except the companies and associauon> doing a fire in~uran« 
bus;ne<s, and the fire data reported by them to the various depan
m~:lts ctm<i>tcd only oi three item•. to wit: ri'ks written and ca·· 
ried, pr~mium~ r~cei"ed, and loss~s incurr~l and paid. 

Ko account w:~s or could be tak~n by them ol the losses whicb. 
w~• e ~it her partially o r wholly without insurance. 

\\hen we consuler that about twenty·fhc: (25%) per cent of 
the total annual fire loss in this state is not covered by insuranc._ 
we mubt at once conclude that the only approximately compl~te 
and accurate statistica l information relative to these matters IS 

obtained by the fire marshal. 

Furthermo re, the repo rts received by the fire marshal as to 
value~ and loss or damage are invariably th~ result of the COI'I· 

bined judgment of the owner and th~ local tire chid, mayor or 
town,hip clerk who inspects the fire and make~ the report. ne 
other rtport~ a' to losses and damage come from th~ 105uran<e 
companiu o r associations entir~ly. 

In addition to the loss and damage reported, our reports covtr 
the material of which the d~stroyed or damag~d buildings are 
made , the damage to buitdirgs and content~ ~et out separately, 
als< the nature of the occupancie§ of the \'arious buildmgs de
stroyed or damaged. Furthennore, the cause of each fire, so far 
as the same is ascertainable, according to the best judgm~nt oft~~ 
ins!)ector and the owner, is set out. 

While old line level premium life insurance has been reduced ~o 
an exact ~cicnce because their pr~miums are ba.scd upon certal!l 

mOt'taln~ tAble- •ormulat~•l ~- the r~•ult of ob-enatwn an.:! ~>.· 
pt>r f'nce CO\ crin~ many ~·~3r~. tire insuranc~ h3" bctn largd~ :a 
~m~ of ch:wce 

Till:- t..O:'\IliTIU:\ Ol GilT T•) llr r\ 1~\11·111 I'll, lll~T 1 r 
;\E\ ER \\'ILL BE RE~!Filmll l :\Til. 1'111~ \•.\RIUL"S 
If \1.,\RI>~ ,\RE ~IURr H'l.I.Y 1'\'lll;!{;o.TIIUD .\~U 
\lUlU \1 ClJRXfELY A:\1) :-;CJE:'\I'IHC,\l.I.Y l \Lll" 
1.,\TFil I'll \:\'TilEY .\RI \I' 1'111 I'KF~I(\ r Tl\11· .. \1\1> 

riiF \ liR \ B.\~IS OF Till!:-> ~ \1 llll..\"1 Ill:\' 1::o Till 
<~,-\1'111'1<1:\!, !lf' rHF FIR!· ll\ 1,\ \\Ill~ II I'IIF 1.,\\\" 

1'1. \t 1·:-l 1'0\ TillS DEI'.\RT\Ifo.X I' Till~ IS :\E\\' .\:\D 
UR!t.t:\,\1. RE:-;r \RUI \\D P:\E I'll\ I' :\u !li'IIER l>H

l'i\HT.\IE:\'1 1:\ TIIF Sl \J'E h! 11.\l<t;Jln \\'f'rll PlJR· 
'l'I\'G 

1:-:SPElCT!O~ WOIIK 

'e<ti,,n l.Jb!l-j. !Supplem~nt hl tht• Cc·l~. i, ••ne .. t th~ most 1m 
port.1flt a~ w~ll a;, one oi the mo>t '" tt·tring ul all nf the man> 
prO\ i-cinni contained therein. 

I '' •Ill .1 <ardul reading of thi, M'Ctiun 11 wrll he •~rn th.n in th~ 
m:utt'r r~£ making inspection~ of lm1lthnj.:s ~uul pn.:ml~t.; anrl j.., .. 

'UIIlJ.! nrclt•r .... hased thereon. thr ~tntt fin· marshal h:1" huth or ig .. 
i•ta 1 .uut .1ppt'llate jurisdiction, hui that dud• uf h.cal tire <lcpart· 
111rl'h and tuwn~hip clerks l,f thr t<'rratory ''ut~utc.o the incorpo
ratt d ~ Jtic.· ... a rut townc: ha,-r a ... much pt•\\ t·r as i!\ Ju, .. s.\·~ ... c-rt h~ thi~ 
nffit"~ 111 the 11n·mi"r~. 

l"nd< r th" pro' is ion oi th~ b" tlus olficc hu, •lunng a ptnu<l 
ol •c"'" and onc·half (71'S) y..-ars rna•lc- 4..ZO.l •n•)'r·ctiono, lJaJ"'I 
nJ>Un \\Inch 11 has i>-u td 9il unlcr• t<J r<•mo>c buildm~r,, 504 
nrdrr• tn repair huilrling-, 617 ur•l• ra to chang<', .1!5 orders to 
rle:tn u1• and r(pair, and 1.154 orrlrro t•> clean up lllflammablt• con• 
tlrtlunl In a•ldotion to the,c, 3#>5 in•p~rtlun• wrrc· m.t•l~ loy 'I"'· 
nal •un<n\ allun in•pector- durin!{ 1'>17 and I 'liS 

In tlu ,)l,~·hargc of this duty, the rl<·partmrnt h.,, .tinwrl tu he 
rlih~rm anrl ! till ju,t, ha\'ing dtw r~J(arrl lnr the (lr<IIK"rty intcrc.u 
:111<1 r~~:l•t• ,,f the p<·nplc. an•l at tlw '""~~' 1inrr• k:,.ping in mrnd tht' 
•l .• ~rr·r I<• arlv 1ning property which a •penal hrr h"""d ur fire 
HD11 J•rrM:nl~. 
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A• a rut~ the oliic~ has sccur~d cxc·llent <<>-operatton m tli. 
work UJ>OII the part of most of the fir~ chiefs. Heady compliancts 
ha\C been made in pcrh•p~ ninety per cent of the cases "hc:c 
orders h:wc loecn t~>ued. In a few ca•cs it has become nccc~,a.-y 
to :nstitute J•rocccdings or threaten to do so, but up to the prcSalt 
umc thrrc ;, no record that on an~ ca~u h~\e our orders been 'tt 
a•idc by the courts. 

Thi~ i, largely due to the fact that the office has ha<l the 
hearty ru·opcration of many of the city officoat. ~s "ell a• of the 
better taw>·crs in the cities and town' where r~moval or clean-up 
orcl~r~ have been rendered necessary. 

t;owever, the work of is•uing order, <lirect only represent$ a 
,111 ~ll fraction of the work that the dcp.ortmcnt ha' actually set 111 

motion, for in many of our larger cities they h.ave l~al fire tmr· 
sha:, or fire in5pcctors working in harmony \~It~ th" effie~, \\ho 
make it their duty to inspect buit.lings ancl buolchng condouon• 

\\'hen especially difficult problrni' have pr<·~ent.,<l thcmsche-, 
particularly 1n the smaller cities ao~cl towns: such a~ the re_m01•~ 
ui huilclinJ.:S or a material chanJ.,::C' 111 fOJlt11lHH.h, tht' )(.)("al ~re de 
parunent ha' 11~ually called upon the state hrt• mar;hal tor as• 
sastanc<", and to this call w.: h,Hc invariably r~:.pundt·d 

Unckr the pro,·isions of the section cotl·d, ~,,. han held: and I 
btlocn• rightly, that we a5 w~ll a• the tin·. chocf nrc authoror.ed tl.l 
rtmccly all t,pecially fire hanordou• cnouhllott,, In lh" we haH 

nodudecl, 

'f/1,. stcrill!l 011d lw11dliu!} of gMo/111~ ~ud otltrr 111/la>nmablt arul 
•rtl·>Sit·~ oils 111 businrss b11i/d111gs aud rn•dr11rrs; 

1 hr improt•' /'loJring of jnmaus, stc-:·n or otlur J.roti119 p/o11IS, 

n1~ pamitti11g of smoke stacks, c!lilltnr:ys or /lilts to bt<Cmt Dill 

of ordrr so oJS to tultse a fire; 
fhr 1111prl'ftr installation of rlutrir ''"'! ~t/ur lig/•1111!} SJSirms 

1111,1 tlrr 1111proprr or i11rorral ~.-iriug of l•tuld111gs: 

Tlrr 
11111

j 11 tn1011u of uuclcalllillcU iu baumruls, !•ark ruumJ at
tio aucl "~'"' lmildiugs such us t(•ould rcwly start a fire; 

lmf'r<>/'crl)' w11structcd booths,. iuodcquale r.dts, arrd otl•cr fi:t' 
,,,;,m/mu rouditiolls i11 motio11 ('lflurr sl1o;,•s aud other plaets 

IJIUUS(IUtllt, 

ST,\TE ·-mf: liAII~IIAI. II 

.. \ttrnti"'" to tht .. e n1atttr< ar~ of tht- utmo ... t imrort:an.:t, l'l~'t 
onl.,. to the <atety of propertr, 1>111 to hlr 

In ~ddotion. our in5pection• ha,·r coHrt'd lire department, and 
fire apparatu> "hercvrr we ha\c gon~. an•l we ha,·e tried to bt 
hebiul in 'ccurong better lire protectiOn an•l nt<•re dlident ,ot· 
ten non to thr care oi the tire appuattb, an•l in man~ pl3ce- l>etter 
"ater pressure. 

\\'e hale gi-en much atteutiun t•< tlw <ccuring ,,r better build
lUI:' or<linancc~ in cities and inct•rpur.\tl'cl town~ and the beucr 
cnlurc~ment of the ordinances nln·adv in .-IT en. 'l'hi' is the fir>t 
•tcp and n mo,t important sttp 111 reoiudug the· lirt• wa,te. 

1:'\\'ESTIGATIO.SS A)o;O l'ltnSt:l'liTtO.SS 

Thr. Ia" make~ it the duw <1f the state tire nurshal whe11 in 
ln5 oponion furthtr inve,tigatioll th:on that nucle by the officer 
rrpc·rting the fire to him is nccc•sary 

•to l&kfl or caute to be ta.k:fiD tbe t"Umooy undfr oatb of all Pfrtooa eup. 
J)Oif'd to have kzao•·Jed&e of any facta. or to ha\ ~ mf"aa• of kno•·JedK"t'c 10 

nolatloo to tbtt matttr ta "'-hlc-h llD es:amln uion t1 btort•lo rt"QUire to be 
ma.de. and a b..& II caut'e the same to be nadurt d to "'rtlln& If tbe atate l'tre 
mar.h•l oball be ot the oploloo that them II •• ldt·ne' aumclrot to charco 
aoy ~nwo \\ltb tbe crime of arsun. or with fhf'l ath•mJlt ta rommlt sh~ 
rr~me or arson, or of conaolraey to dt,fraurl or trhnlth•l conduft In coo· 
ooctlnn with aucb Ore, he tbntt cau'4e "uth llN ... un• to h~ arr~,.t~d ond 
t:b•tr~e••d \\ll11 tbe otrensc. or clthrr or tbNn, 1tt\d 11hA1l rurnlab to tb& 
proJI('f pruletutlng attorney all auch 4'YidPnrt-, hl~tlthu with the name, 
of wltnusc.• and nJI ot the lntorlhRUon obtaJot"'J by •ame, lncludlo& o. 
ropt nf all matter and testimony taken In thr C:Ut' •• 

It IS unnt~ct~~al') f.:.•r me tn t·mpha'Oijitr th«" in1pt~rt.'\nc;c: a1ul iu· 
deed th~ cliffi~tlltr or the chit) \\ith \\htch thr <•ffire is here 
ch.uged. 

Dunnt:; the ~c\·en and onc-ll41fi )ear~ cndmg January I, 1919, 
l)l;2 iircs were inn>tigatcd by reprc·sentatl\tS of thts ollice. 
Thes~ tn\·estigation' were nt:ldc rithrr G'l tlw rcqu•.st oi the chich 
of hrc th partrnt.-nt .. , mayor:o;:, town«. hip c lt•rks or intrn:Mcd prr•p· 
rrty ll<ol<lcr.. 

As a n·sult of these in,estigations, 17(, jlfu~c·cullon• litre in 
stitutrcl re•ulting in 110 conviction< ;nul H <~<''lllittal•. 

\\'toile we have succeeded in apprehending and securing the 
pun:!hm•·nt of a number of the criminal§ of this cia••. we colt· 
lrss that many guilty ha,•e escaped. S<>nte nf thi< is cine loa lac\( 
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oi m~n :and mcarh ~~ obtain endtnc.:, l.ut much c•i 1t. indetj 
tht• gr ... atu poruon ?' rt. to helple-s Ia" enio.~rcenu:nt which ex;i<-.s 
tn '"o many localruc- of our st.1te, and thr cumbu~ome rncth«f 
C•f cnminal1·rocrdurc which is 'llll a part c·i our juri-prudence 

,\iter a Ca'e ha< !Jrcn 111\C:Stigate<J and e\idencc or guilt whiCh 
IS alrnn5t nnrwhelm1ng ha• been secured, the ca<e " place<l t... 
rurt· the c<>unty attorney. litre our fir-t 'kirmish hcgms. Too 
llftt·n lht!i onil'ial is inl'Xpt:rit·ncerl: Sulllc.'t11l\('S he .... timid. and it 1$ 

fn·qut·111ly qnrtc a ta•k to com·inct• him th:u 11 is h~< cluty under 
the ,•,·i•lr·ncr· Ill han• the matter in\eMi~atccl hy the !!rand jnryo£ 
his rnunty. 

~~r;uttinJ{. huwc\cr. that we ~uccr!"~r~tl'y P""' tht fir ... t Uarritr, 
wt' ''"'' c"""' to the ~trand jury. Thi• bv<ly 111\':triably listens "itb 
l•atil·nce .uul intere-t to cases or this kine!, hut too nhcn are l ... ltlle 
to ind•ct "here the char1~e is ''burning t~ injure the insure· · 
Sornttnnrs the men on the rrand jur) want ~omebody to guar· 
antte a co11\'iction. otherwise they say that the pro•ecution "ill 
incur a nrtdle•~l}· h.-a"y exJ><'nSe to the county and therefore t~y 
r .. il tn indict. 

:-;upp<"~' till' ~econd stage " Jl3>'l·<l arul the indictment " :e· 
ht11oc•l in oint form, the accused i:; appr.·henrlerl. secures a lawyer, 
and j{ ht: hol~ muncy or Htt:an~. he U<I\U,ltly gc;t~ the: bc~t lawye:r itt 
the county or in the adjoinin~t count.v :uul prq>arcs for battk 
lfsr.nllv ill< lir~t nuwe is for a continuance, fnr delay in going to 
trial ir;,·ariahly inures to the hcnefit of th~ arrn•crl 

lu the nl<'antimr he and hi:; friend~ ;.rc hu~y intcnicwmg rht 
witrors~cs for the state and if possible c:r·:1ting a sent•mem in ilis 
r;l\ or FJnally, after a lon~t delay, thl' ca•~ ctomc• to trial; •orne 
or the witllt'-e< ha\·c gone away, o>thrrs ha\'1' hrrn HCII and 3l a 
rc:•uh th~ ~tate is unable to pre•ent as 'trong a ra•c a• 1t "'''tid 
ir it wne trieci immediately after the indictment wu returned. 

In the matter of in~titutrng prosec.ni<>ns, we ha\'t' exercise I 
the greatc<t care to the end that "" IIIIJ(>ct·nt (~!<On •hnuld 'utler, 
hut where we ha\'c become s~tisfied <•f the guilt of the party we 
lr<t\t' olune cvcrythin!:' we cor,ld t•> hrin1: l:1111 to ju<tice \\ithout 
ft•..r or fa\ or. 

In nut a h·" cases irnesti~tattd by this department we have 
fuuurl th.lt therr \\:IS no evi.lcnce wh:ttC\'Cr of incenrharism, and 
\\hen \\'C ha\'C W round, \\'C ha\e im·.lt;:tbl\ ~Ct matters ri~ht ~0 

:'TATt: f'IRt: \I \ll"ll \I, 

far 25 "~ \\cr~ ahlr. Hut an a numb~Cr or <•thrr ~.a•rs 10,._,tig;uc,l, 
\\hrlc "c wrr~ morall~· c rtam of the J:U• t, f thr part,·, th~ legal 
~\l<!rnce obtam:rble "'"' n •t suilkrent to \\arrant n pro-ccuuon 
brr:1use such pr<--ecuti• n \H>Uid un•louhrrrll> result •n Dl'<(uittal 

~r\'Crthrlr--. \\C ha•c felt an•l h<cn a"urr•l h) people in ,1 
great man) loo:ahue- that thc•r '"' rstrg.u1 1,. 1 ::1 g,.,.,.l, ior in 
rn.1n~ <":J(rs thry ;,::tH ... o \']I) .. ,. to thr gau~t) p:art~· t 1t the, not llnh 

'lt~Pprcl h1m rrom ha,·in~ fur;hc.-r fir··~ Inn td'u l rr.ttc•l ,1 ..,~ntimen~t 
m thr lvi..LIIt~ that thtn• l .. ;m dl,!('IH'~ •n IIU' "Lltt• lonkmg t.·~p~· 
ctally .1ftt·r ... urh matter3, 

EDCC.\TIO:>OAI, 11'010\ 

In thr S<'ht•m(• <•i fire prcvrntion I nw n1on l><t 11111 by no mean' • 
a< t he lca~t. th•· e•luc:tth,n:tl work rrqurrcd "'' Ia\\' 10 hr carried 
on I>) the Hate lire mar-hal\ ollie<' 

~<'I o~ly thc_ ,-hildrcn, but the adulu need to h~ rr:ach<'<l h•· edu· 
CliO ro tho- enol I h:t\C 11131le It my bu<rnrs• to get ,,; do-·· 
touch \\llh cbd~ oi fire drpartmcnh, 1113)0rs, tnwnsh•p dcrl.s, 
and Nhrr• e-~·ec•ally cha_rged \\lth lnokrng aftrr tires to se~ to it 
tha• gr~ater fire pre\'entl\·~ m•~•urc• arc taken and ~nforccd in 
thrrr •·ariou• localitie~-

1 ha_,., al•o rlcli,~crerl a great many .1dtlrr,sc• nn hrc prcvenuon 
J' \:Jnuus JMrt~ 01 the stttt<" hefore t·on\t'ntiorh f1f bu~inc~' men 
uno! othl'r~. al•o he fore commercial duhs, tt·arhrr<' i•"trtntc~. an.! 
:h.r ~::otherirg•. 

I haw made: u•e oi fire prnentron <l:r) .rnd rhe Jlroclamations. 
1uucJ by thr J,!'O\ (lrnnr to ..,tir up muJ kf·t"p -aln ~ firr prt\"f'ntinn 
<e-nurnrnt 

lnthr liur of -chO<,( \\otk I h.l\c rnd~~vorrtl to f:111hful!\' earn 
uut the pro\1>~<•11 of law requirrug tirr dnll• and the tuciung ,;( 
thr C':l\15\:$ nnd dangers or fir~ .. by h:.ung prC"p:lrrd :md issued n 
l•ullctm \\hich has ju't pa>•ttlthrou~:h thr fourth re\iscol •·•litiou 
and t.c·•·u forwarder! to the \'~rious t<·a, h•·r. :o •I ~UI•trmtendenu 
of th•· pnlolic -chool• of the •tatr. 

\t lra~t unrc· a yrar l ha\ e m:uJc It a hU!Unrg~ 1u ~:ircularizt- th,. 
'"t"'rUHt·n•lr·nt• and principal• and'ur~:•· "''"" th•·m the duty and 
rndn•rl tht• lll'fl'<~ity or gi,•in!{ •trirt :•ttrnllnn Ill thr carrying out 
.. r thi>law. 

lhe m•tructiou gi\'en in the l.oullrtin wh•:h I havr prepared is, 
I 
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111 fn) OIUUUJil n' \\ rll .u 10 tlu· CJpuuon CJi prPnlinrnt .;.choolruf: 
to \t.h(Jm at h!l~ L~c·cu ~uhmt!'t d, of an .,.mment y practlctil r...atart 

I ha\C grca\ fa11h 111 thr rffcrtiHn~ss of our public •chool• l~ 
111 the •·n•hmng dl'•·cu of or·uncl Cr•mmon sen>< th•·roug.,ly mn:J. 
C':lt<d an th~ nnnd• of thr chtl<!rrn •\hO auentll!H• •arne 

:\ot a f~" •ch<J<·I hu·ldmgs burn dunng c.llh ~ear " tnt tJ 
th~sc hr<• •tarto·d wlnlr the chtldrcn \\ere 111 the hmldm;: 1 ba•t 
had report~ irom «·•nnl su-b C:l>d and they \Hrc in ariably t 
the.- dTt·ct that \\hrn smokr, mdn·nting fire, ""' lir-: d:oc ,.,.. 
the firr drtll bdl was sounclccl and thr chiltirrn marc' r•l <>u t 

<:tfc.-ty 111 an orderly manner 

:\ot onl) :•r<• iirt• rlnlls 'ah .... blc hecan<c tht·) cn.•blc the pup·, 
to s;l\ c then li• < from IIIIJlcn<ltn~: fire, "ut :uc if po•-ihlc of m :c 
\.u~lc tlt'causc thr\· h.a\t':. t•·n,h.•Jll"\' to ftx n h:~.lut oi coolncs'a:: 
._,rdl'rly l on•luct il; th(" inc c. or d;tn"er 

\• a part n! tla c<lur.llion:ll sflu·mt of the ••llict·. both '"t.~ 
r~SJH'd to' h1hlrt·11 an<l n1lnlt•, I h:l\·(• in• arialtl~ place<! the >aftty 
"f lilt- aho\T thatiJf JltPJ'c rty and tht" s':\tc• i~ t<' he c<,ngratuht~J 
that tlurinJ.! rt·n·nt years 1hc•rc· han· h<'l'll nn h~t)O(".lU't"" r.r ~H'a' 

!lc-tructiun ul life· hy lin 

FIRE PROTECTION AND FIRE PREVENTION 

~·m •: l'lto·n :c·n os 
In t1w pupttltcr mi111l tht·:--t• two tc• tm-. arr c·itiH.·r rou ... trlrr~l 

:-.ynoll)'lllU\1"" or \'l ... c· CIIUfU"t·tl with rach qthrr. \-.. :1 m.lttrr ofb~t 
tlu::-• nrt• a~ ~c·paratt· :uul tli!\unrt as the maintena.net• vi :L di~. 
plint.·rl anny and thr c••hh·ati• 'n (•i our 1•<-'rttllr in tltc princirlt.r. i 
t rut. p:Hrioti.,.nt. 

1 Ht' prutl·<"tion tlllll"' atfi t:ln.,:1hlc c:xprC:-.'Iott in .111 orgamzcd .an 
'"'II •·•tiiiJ>J"''I ,111ol wdl rli•ciplin•·•l fire· rlrpanmcnt woth amplr 
\\3t<·r 'IIJ>Jll", prompt nn•l ~tlicic·nl alarm -~r"'ic,•, ami ;uifir t 
1'"'~5Ur<' tO appl) thr r~tlllJ;'tt'hing •trum wnh •·ff~ct tnan) fir 

J.!rt.•:u ur "'ntall 
'' fir~• art· hound to <1\'CIIr ''en "ith thl' cxrrci•t' of the Ztt:l' 

r .. t l':lft•. such n •lcpartm("nt 1s rnadt" ah ... oh:tdy nccr.;.-.:J.ry aad " 
u ... u:tll~ pro' ulr•l for tn t!\'_.rv Cny, town and f"\tn 1n ..:ome of thr 

,1lbgrs 

\\ lnlc only in the largrr cities are then· the -o-callerl paid firr 
drparu n•nt• whose: organization :onol t'CjUiptnent :tre u-u:olly of a 
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•uptl" char ctrr, mam oi the 'tnilllu I<" n• and •• en , 11 . 
\C" ' lunt~t·r t\rgauizltl•,r. ... "ho~r ~ttrctn:rn .c; 1 _ 

1 a~~ ... 
h1ghest prnisc t ... 

1 
t ... ef\ c th~ 

1- g'ht H~r , 1:" htfo rr tht org;unzltt n I th d r h I . IS rp:lrtmt-nt .• t 
~to'") t at t>r••• "a• not" motor truck'" U'<' in a <iuJ:'Ie 

J~p 
1
rtmcnt 111 the <tnlr ~ ", thBr nrr 111 grnrr:>l U•r tn all ?i 

•h • .arg<'r Clllr< and ('\en 111 som<' ol the •mJIIrr t," n-, h.O\ Ill!: 

<UJ la'lt!' In t ,nl) thr h r.e but h3\t al•o ukrn th• place of th<' 
mrn _who tn f mner da\< u•rd t >pull the hose""" and othrr fire 
£.~: ung appamtus 

l>unng- thr«' I'" I e1ght ) car. th~rr h:>\ r a I :roo been numrrou
•mJIIer to\\ ns and 't'l:>gr- that h.l\ r rstabl••hrd fire departmrnh 
b~ hut <<'cun g ample \\Oitl'r SUJ'J'I). mam•. nnrl aftrr"ard< 1"''" 
and other nccros!o:u~ :ICC'llUlrt·mrnt-.: 

\< t' dliCI< n~y .,f a an~t) •l"l•••uls HI"\ much upon 1t. ll<'ll· 
rral. • the ~flic1_• llC). of tl hn· d.,p~rhnrnt " hrgoh •lrt'<'ntlrn: 
upon 1ts rlnrt It ht• t• a drar ht a•lrd and courn~:coth l,·,t•lrr, one 
\\:ho 1:.< llt•t onl~ thr l't nfidt·IJ<"c' but thC" J:t.• ~h\ ,J, of hb men. thr 
tltJ3rlm~nt \\ lll•t" r•llkit·nt f1, <m tht• t•thtr h:uul. ht> j.,. timi41 t-'r 
ht:"~·tattnj! r~pn:i.tiJ) li he· I§ ft"ariul "' gl\ mg utTc•1)!\t' 1tl thr dis· 
ch.trgt ui his tlutit's lf) JlHiitifi.m" ••r 1•ru] rrt) 11\\•h'l~. hi~ !oervi..·t• 
l ~~H' J•t'HJt)C' <•f hi!' rit) \\ill It' ui ;lll ir,lt•fh•r t(Ua}ity 

ft hat l1c·t•u 111) plt·a..,un· tu mc.·f·t l"·'rfi<•nall) m~my. :and hv cnr· 
rrc:.porulc.·n~·co many ."t lwr~ "f tlll' firr c.·hit•lt~ •. r thl" ... t.iltl' cl uri1;~ my 
term l,( <•ffit·c and Ill mu~~ot 111~t:~nrc.· .. I h.tn• itHHl•l them tc) bt: llh'll 

who not <.111ly kiln\ what tu ti•J in riglll.n"' tirc·s, hut persons who 
Wt•J C lJr dati lwtoltl(' .tCti\ c·Jy ill(t:'fl"Sh•cJ in tirt• flH'\'Cntion. ;tntf [ 
fc,1re hrrc• nntl llfl\\ to ackw \\ lrdJ.::t• dtl unl(orll1 rourtrs\ anrl 
UJIIIOrt of th rhirl• uf the tore tl~partmrnt• c•l thi• ,tate ~ .. hich 

1!3\c br~·~ accurrlrol tn thi• oflir<, an•l \\lthout "hich •uJlp<ort .,11.1 
~o-oprrntiOil mud1 of till' ~:ocd that '"' 1<:1\r L~rn alolr t" •lu 
\\O"Id hau· i~i1t•d of nccoml'h•hmcnt 

Important :tnd nt"C't';~r) a.." as fin· protection fire pre\~ntion •~ 
l equal tmport3ncc ~omc<n" has avtly .... it! that a rhild's rrlu

l'atiOII sh~uld b~gin a hunolrcd ) ~ars bdurr he 15 b<lm l'ar~ 
do,;tcally 1t w•ght J,., stated thnttbr hr•t tim~ to put out a fir., i5 1 

\~l· I rforr it •t3rl5 



'I h~ U.:.uc principl~ und~rlying tire pre\'Cntion is better bu:' 
ong •. Iowa has paS>ed out oi the pior.etr stall'" and ns daYl 
lnuldtng w<JOd<'n •hack' and •hanties ought to hi' foreHr ~·t. 

1·11e problem oi ,lteltrrin::: cornfortal•ly the future generat a 
mu•t in my opmion he •oh·ed by getting lntil•hnl:' matenal om 0 
thr. groun•l and light and heat out of the air, 

t:n<lcr th~ laws of Iowa as~~ present con>tituted, citie< and in
, . .,rporatt•cl tUWJh ha,·e ample power to provide a building <Otk 
'rhry a"n han· power to provide by g.:nt·ral orthnance for a ftrr 
lim't clistrict and al~o to prescribe of w:1at material the build·ng. 
in that tliMrict should be erected, not o nly a• rcgMds extemal 
nm!lructiun but abo a~ regard~ internal arrangement. 

The inspection of old dilapidated bltlldmgs made by th<S elliot 
ha• bern r<'fcrrcd to in another part of thi< report Inasmucl a· 
a pte tun• tell' much better than words can de•cribc tht appcann<t 
uf ~ome of th~ building• and build in!:' C'Onditiun< "nh which we 
havt hat! to deal. I deem it proper to •ubmit sneral cuts of S)mc 

flf tht oltl and dilapidated builclinl(< agaul't which removal odeu 
ha\ e been isS!· rd. 

fhis <lrpartmcnt has been diligent in imprc»mg upon municip;.l 
authoritor, their cluties in respect to Jlrovitlinl!' better build in~: Ol· 

dinances. and especially in enforcing rig1dly those already in ex
i!.tcnrc, hut I confe•s it has hecn a very tedious ta•k to secure 
~-:cneral attention to this important subJect. 

h connection with the erection of ouildinl:'~ there should be 
the mo~t rigid inspection b)' a duly constituted municipal ol!lcer 
nf •he con•truction of all chimney•. the installation of the heat· 
ing plant, and abo oi the de( tric wiring whrr<" electricity is ID· 

•tailed. 

Xext in unponance to pr<.operly con~tructt'd building> t< the 
,1ue,tion of care and cleanlines. Fx(>eriencl' Ita~ d_emonstrat~ 
that the a'·erag.- hu,ine'' man or hou.t·heprr 1< qu1te generally 
careful as to the condition of his show window and his front room. 
but exceedingly carcle~s and in•liffercnt 3' to the conrlition oi hu 
hascmrnt, att•c or storeroom. 

\\'h•·n wt' cunsitlcr that from 'cHill) fi, c to eighty per cent 
of the fin•s or1ginate on the insid•• nf a btulcling and usually in the 
ba.srment-snntetimcs in the attic, it IJtcomcs of the utmost ln>
port:~nce that regular periodocal and ng1d m•pections of every 

:c'T.\T~: ~'IRt: :11.\IISII \1, 

1 Lu I bus e-. ·hould be made b) one ha\lng authonh 10 do , 0 , 

and "hwe mtl:ammable condition• 11re found to ""' · tht' .ame 
mould be ordtr~l removed or remedied 

In nddttton to thl' matter ol properl) on•t3lhng dectric wne• 
and mal.ing such wire~ oi 'utlicicnt sizr to carrv ~ ,·urrrnt with 
•afcty, the que>tion oi the proper storaJ:C ,,,,, h.tndhnJ:' c•i g 3 , .•• 

h~e a~d othrr highly inflammable viis "hi,-h art• u<nl to a ~:rcattr 
or h·s~ rxtcnt innt-arly C\t•ry family, ht"('onw~ ;• mn .. t \Jt:tl one. 

I hrse two hazards. the un•afc itbUllati••n uf d•·<tricit" f.,, 
hght and pown, and the careless handling awl stol.lJ::<' of i:a"' 
hne and other mtlamrnablc >Ltbst.1nce,, ha\'c greatly incrt·a,NI the 
fir(' h3z:lrd, not nnly in CJUr citit~ anc-J tU\\'11!1. but nl .. l• upon the 
!ar1ns. 

Ele>ators, mill, ~nJ farm barn• .uc tip<.:lally •nUJI'Ct tt> thr 
l;:htnmg h,uard which hazard may be' ery larcdy rrductd, ii n.>t 
rnt rely prevented, b~· the installation of a pruprrly wn<tructrtl 
hghtnmg rod. E,·cry well equipped dr,·ator, Inti! and ~~~rn ,hont.l 
haH \\'!ller barrels and bucket• and cnroniral rxtmgui•hers for 
use on gnsulinr a1ul electric fire,, a lirr axe .an•l la<ldcr, an elcctri.: 
l>ntem .. t numl•er ,,f good broom<, a •mall ftrq>roof room for 
~loring Otld~ anti •·ntl•. extra fuse' "h•·r•· electricity i• u~cd for 
hj!l.t or JOt~WCI. and aho,·c all, a cardulmanager whn keeps every· 
tin •g clt·an. 

l'ht· automohilt• ,h.,ul<l nut hr 'lured in tht loarn, nor 'hould 
the g.t~ulint• '"1'1'1~ lol' pl;•cc•l thcrrin , 
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FIRE I'Rt:VF.'\TIO:" A:o;D 1:\:;URA.-.;Ct: 

That lire •nsurance has !Jecome an cwnomic ncces5ity to enry 
property holder is •o self-evident that 11 neuls no arg-ummt. 

The busint'' of lire msur-.111ce i• ~imply th:ot oi collrctmg monq 
from the many policy holders and distnlmting the ~me amD:l& 
the lew who may have &ustained losses. 

In adchuon to the lo" pa1d, the cost of insurant~ includco the 
commis~ion to the agent who solicits the busine•s. the t·xpense gf 
placing and keeping the risk on the book>. the charges incidtnt 
to adJUStmenb. and the taxes of various kind•. 

Cwing to the excc-sive 6re loss Ill tnc United State,, excetd· 
1ng in some years $2.75 per capita, the in•urance cost in this coun
t ry is exceedingly high. 

The only way to reduce this exces~ave cost is to rrduce the 
losses, and th1s is the purpose of the lire prevention mo•cmcnt 
At the preser t time the state 6re ma"hal's office is the only 
agency in the state which is de\'oted wholly ancl snlely to fir< 
prevent ion. 

While in a sense there is a close rclationohip between the bu11· 
nesr. of 6re in&urance and the work of the fire mal'hal's otlice, anJ 
that inwfar as the office may ha\'e been <uccessful in rcducmg our 
fire losses or m stemming t hetr increa•r. its work ha• been beo,.. 
fic i~l to the business of insurance, but IT HAS ALSO BEE:\ 
BENEFICIAL TO EVERY PROI'FRT\ IIOLlJI I<, as the ul· 
timate result will and must be a reductiOn in the in•urance pre· 
miums or as<essments paid, for. in the tnd. the coM of in,urancc 
must be ha<ed upon the liability tn loss, and a< thi• liahility dr· 
c reases the co<t of insurance must nccro"uily decrca~e 

l 'l o u r com plex civili?ation and a~ a nece•~ary part of our r:l(>i•l 
s()(.'al progress. the agencies which cau<c lire arc continually mnl· 
tiplying. Each of the more than 300.~ automobile, i~ thi~ <Ute, 
with their attendant ga~oline supply, IS a fire pr<><lucmg agcnC) 
which was wholly unknown a lew year- ago. 

The gene ra l in troduction and use of elect ricity. not only a: • 
mode o f lighting, but of power and heat, i~ another :1gency wh1ch 

has largely increased thr 6re hazard 

The state has delegated t he work of regulating the~~ and other 
· 1 6 e h••ards which threaten the property and h\'es of our 

spcc1a r - f 11 
people. to the 6re marshal who is and should be the srr\'ant o a 

,.T \Tt: },Rt: )I \ltSII.\1. 

the people \\htthrr msnrcd or nc•t. for th1' uuice mu;t cvntmur 
to ~t. :a~ ll ha~ been. unt: Ot brll:'HI, ~0\·1al an1l t•cn1wn11c st·rnct• 

Jnt.l not onr designed tu promote the fin.lnria1 J:tun oi .. 0111 ... par 
.,rular hnc of bu•ines• 

DETTER I!Ot'lll:\G 

I am l'lea,ed to not<' that the 1dea ot better housmg Ius gained 
,uch hcarlway that a mo,·~ment tnr lrg•sbtion alcmg thiS line j, 
nr\\\ un f<l<H in our slat~. 

In '"'' rep<>rl to the j:o\'ernor undrr date oi Frbruarv 1 I'll~ 
1 made: among others, the follow in~; rrcommendation • ' . 

A taYt probtbttlaa the lt•t•tnc ot a bultdtnc •• a human hablrauou unle-n 
u. D1f'-UU~• up to a <'frtAln atandard both as retPN'll l&ull&tfon nad 
~•felT from Gre •· 

'),'3111, my report to the goHrnor tla.rcl Frhruan I, 1917, em•· 
~ms the following recommendation . · 

··r rtDt•• tbe reOI•IDmtndatlon made tn rn) to•oortb .\nuuAI lltJJOrt that 
•be•·t 11 need or a law problbltlnc the leawtna or • bulldln1 tor human "" 
caraocy uoJesa at mooauree up to a crrLntn 11rmdard both n• rt•a~ch eanl· 
IIUOD IDd l&fety lrOIII ft rt. 

·our IDIPf'clion •·ork haa atrorch-d ut N"~flOrloalue~ to '"'" muc:b or th9 
tiLe or tbe poor ID our enteo aod to•a•. Wbtlo t• mlcht be a lulnloblp to 
coll\pcol a man wbo o-.·o• the modest cabla or aback be oecupt" to CS.,• up 
u.s •11ct. lhtre la no ext'ule for permtu.Jaa tbe "'ell-to do Jandlord to Jeauf': 
a bulldtnc to o•b•l'l uolc11 :be same 11 rtaaooably ftt ror huauu> bobtta 
tlou.'' 

I 51ncerely hop~ that comprehensive and effcctivr l~gi~lativ.l 
m~y t.e enacted rebti"e to this important matter 

TilE WAJl t'IRt: IIAZ.\IIOS. 

f,, r\'l'r)' nfficcr clll(:ll{<d 111 law enlcorrcmtnt, 11.,. ··ntr)' vf tlu 
L'nitt<l States into the world war hcc.une a pcritKI ,.r ;~clded "' 
'l><•ns•bility and duty. Thi• was e•l'enally tm< rol tht• tirr mar 
•hal's office. 

The moment war was declared I forrsaw the prubaL1hty oi in 
creasing fire oanger~. and I immediately ~et about teo counteract 
them by putting fire chief~. city official& and others on their guard, 
fir-t al{ainst possible alien enemy activitie~. ami <rtnntlly, against 
mcreasml:' carelc•~neu. 

While in some state' t ilere were undoubtedly many 6res started 
by paid agents of t he German government and their sympathiT<n 



"r h) oth•r• who were O!JP•"t:d to all) .uod ;oil ic•rm, ui organoz~ 
g''J\ crnmcnt, ancl whtle untlvuhtt•clh· a few of the tir•.o:; """'C • • '· ~ urnn~; 
Ill tins 5t:l~·· dunng thl> pcro<>d wert the rc•ult or design upon the 
part of :1hen cnemot>. the>e wert•, than!..< 1<1 the k·yalty oi • 
~plcndid citucn•hip, >O iew that they ma•lr hut a >mall pan°:i 
thr total 

1~1 ·• In• lucahllc> buildmg5 '"""' abu undoubtedly burned o;r 
the r clcstrucuon auemvted b~cau"e oi oil ~t·cling> engendered by 
rca .. un of da!Tcrtnce:, conccrnmg our t·•nry 1nto the war, or be· 
~'"'"" ol clislnynl conduct or rank pro·< .crman ~ympathies ex
prc,sccl by certain persons. 

I 'ortunatc·ly howc•·cr, these c:•~•·s were osulated, and now that 
the great conllict is o•·er, it i:; to be· hoped thzt neighborhoods will 
agam scttlr do\\n to dwell in peaceful harnHmy. For, if the war 
-ettlcd any one thmg it is that m ,\menca all nnht he American; 
\\llh no divided allegiance or :;ympathy. 

In addition to till' war hazarcb JU•t allu•ltcl to, there was a thirol 
wh.ch scrvtrl perhaps more 1han th~ ntnt·r two to increa•e the fire 
danger 

The needs ol our country called to thr colur' murc than IOO.<XXI 
uf our be't and most competent young men. These came I rom the 
f:~rm, the factory, the store. the shop and the offict•. :\!any of them 
left busoncs'e' requiring special care ancl skill. These position< 
had to be foll('(l by inexperienced and legs skillful workers which 
undoubtedly oncrcascrl the carelessness which was already too 
grt-t't 

llut c' c•n ns war produced tts pt•culiar anti <hOicult questions. so 
clor• pt•arr In anrl as a result olthc rr~Othtructi• '" following the 
war pron·s :lllcl value' which lla\c hecn and are ahnvrmally hi~, 
wit• in m:.ny ca~c~ hC" ~uw(•r.. Thi .. will il'\ph c }f)~:".es to ~O-mt 
hu"t;nc~~t"~ and a.., lms.ine~~ lv:-:-t· ... are Jlwav~ a ttmptation to 6r~s 
llp•ln thr )'art uf some. the (!'reatC>t w.ttchflllnc•' and care 5hould 
cuntinut• tu bC" excrci~ed by llPth in .. un·r ... and t.tther~ against fi~ 

Conceal it as we may the fact remains that too many buildings 
or content~ or both are annually ~t,hl to in!'-urance companic~ 
thrc.ugh the agency of a fire, th~ orogin of which is sometimes a,. 
t•ertaitwcl. but more lreq11~ntly "UKKNO\\'N." This whole busi· 
nc~, oi b~trmng to injure the in<urer tg alway~ n contemptible 
frnucl, hut when it results in the de~truction o( the building an•l 

ST\n: ~·un; \I \Rl'lf\l, 

, ntcnt"" •I .L 1''-'r;.:hbor \\huh., ... pcrh.:ap~ l·ttl' nr 1 lll"ttr.\11((", 

n•urt"~ or dt-... tro~' liit· a ... ~~ ..... nn( ~unr!t the c"l .. c It b("COmcs:. 
cr 1r- th t t".lnnot bt- ,tcalt '' 1th tc ' '-e\'t'rt1) 

ARRESTS AND PROSEClJTIO!'\S 

KI~GSLE\' I'LYMOI Til !'01 :>T\ 

,tn \In)·:!!:. 1:+1~. nbout two a m n ftrP dt•.)ltm>•·tllhl' J'uol hn11 or O:t.rrl'l 
hlutttr: 

111rlnK nn tnvestfgatJon by this dronttuwnt 1111 ,.lur~n c-lock noel "lr••• 
\\l'f•' .rvund ln. !!'l' ruin~ Otber t'\'hll•nn• \\lu' al"'' Mt•riJTI't\ 11howln.c tlu 
r1r•• ".l •••t h) "India forth~ pUTJlO.S•• (lf fOlhtl'ltDJ bt•:u·y ln:turanee 

Klnl.liJ: \\11" {'f\nfronted \\ith thf' ('\'hlrnn, and m.•~h· n wrlth·n conre .. ,lml 
'• eNtlng tht< ftn· b)· mean" or au elet'lrlcal •h~' h'• whkh hP h:td made 1:1 
onacctlon wJth an alarm clock and Ph•Nrfe IIcht •lret 

K ndl«. \\U irdlct\!'d and the raso contlnu•~ trcru ll~e tu Um\'! up '(' 
\p: '· 1!11..., wh@on he e.ntered a plea of 111Ut) to u C'h!lr&~ of ai"'Io II•• 
wu 1enu·nc~d to th-e rears at tbe ,\oamoa.a rt'f\Jroutory but paroltotl to 
tibOr\lf ~lasw•ll durfnt; Cood behavior. 

ALGO~A Klll>St'TII t'OIJ)OT\'. 

0C tbu afH·rrOOD Of JUI!o' .:3, J!tl7, Jll'-.f'rAl tlrnt DC'CUTff'd ln t.bt rt'!RI 
th·nre oc-(·uplf'd by ~\ndrew S(:nton. ,\ft•·r an lR\f'JIIIIr:allt,n by tblfll dcpan· 
fllt'o•l, Jluward K<•noun <"le\•Cn )f'3rl rtlil. c.·nnff'RlWtl to lht• ... ('llln~ t'f 1111" 
fht• 

ll;f" hoy \\Ul, t~lkl'n into ('Ustud)• und lh<' r.at-•• ~.nnttmw~l from ttmt• tu 

t'mt" UJl tel UN't•mbflr Hi, 1918, Hl wht('h ltmt• 'h" ''''hh•nr11 wall llrCal'!nll'•l 
t•J tbt~ ('nUrl untl thr hoy wn!IJ ndjudg{•d aullt\' Ill c·tiiii'J~Ad TJw boy hf'inrt 
A rnmnr '\~l rn:-oltd to his fathrr t•rndlnK turtlh•l nc·ttnn IJy ltw cnurt 

t'Ot.~t'll. DLt.:n·,;, I'OTT \\\'-\'1 ·1 \\Ill: l'Ol'.-.:T\ 

0 i the mnrntnK of February 3., 1~1\, r. \:ilr.rml thrt>lllnte luolon~Jinc ru 
Juhn llnU~: "n dP,j~lroYC"•I b) tir,. llurlnlt th" IMtlthcatlr.n tJy tht~ •IP· 

r m~nt, )hrJ llallf". u dauKht••r of J••hD Hath• mad•• .11 t"Onf.,"lnn lb"f 
•bt'llet lhfl ftrr. at her fatbl'l'r's h'QUel\ 

llotb llallr an~t bi'l dau~hter, ~larr. ,., r•· tndlch-d and p1~art ~t111 
'-' 'trOll c-ommlllt"d to 1he lnunf'l traf"'l c t lhc \n~uucna rP.formntory tnr 

th, ( rirnlnal in~~one :\lary J-fal!n \\'1.1 rommlltt~ to tbro rtornnuatnq· for 

•nmrn at Ut)t'k:W€'11 City .. 
T'u~ moth·€' for tbe bumJnk was to t·ollrct h• !l\)' tn•uranc:@ SlneA r-t~t-1• 

mtt·nf"nt •n thfl r~fonnat.ory tnr thP. rrlmlnal lnw.,n'?. Jlatl•, bus dlt-rl 

\l1uut mlchtlglu, February 21. 191". u rlr•' d•••lru)••d u. haru un11 It• t·un· 
14'filr b~~lonRing to A. R. llowlnnd l.htrlnK t!H~ IUH!IliK&tlon, aoo Bo1J 
lluldt~on wna ,u•ppctcd ot $f'Uin« the OrP J.ntf'r nuvldt~~nu WQI orrP•t~'d 



EIC:IITH \='=''!"AI. IH:I'OllT 

at IH-1' )1otn•~. tak,.n barK to Knox\·llle. an~l •Uer h&\iD& beta t:.l.&~DJ.A!C 
by the- ('ommlulonf>n Ctf las:nlt~·. 11i"ill ('OmrnHif'!d to the hosplt.&1 (or fit 
ant.~~ne At \tt. Plf"Uaot 

KEuKt:K LEE I'Ol :-;n 

0:1 thf'l morulo.: of 'l;~.rch 11. U.tl~. c 1\r(' dfiJtrO)tl'd a thM bf!-!OD.cia& le 
«:Or& ltnlt (colort'da. 0Dt' F.d South .-a• arretHM and ••hed to the li"I.U 
jury. ~outh ,. • ._ ln,Jktf"d and tried on \Ia)· fi.. •~•tS. at \\hkh time a "t'rdk1. 
nf nut ~ullty" •"Ba r.-turntd 

Ou th" ulxht uf :\1 arr·h t~•. l~H,. a Hu• O(TUrr~·JI In u barn b4'lon~:;trac to tb..: 
lluntt·r OKli~tn. f)nrlng tb€.' lnvt·&tlf.ttttctn b\' tbl• d111)8tldU'nt, Carl Humm .. t 
rwfllvn )'f'RNI &J!;o. c·onh~Hsed to sE>ttln~ thP Utt•, In April, 191R, Humrn,.l 
"u• ("Ommltttd to the Industrial School for BuyM nt 1-:ldora 

,;u;ot:R~EY Kr:OKl'K C0\1:-;T\" 

~\bf,ut ll.:S•J ''· ru. June l•i. 191~. a ftre bNke- nut tn tbfl furniture atort 
ut Sl\m ~ Scha•z.. Schatz. wa~ lndtctttd at a tpeclal aeaalon of tbe rrand 
Jurr ani\ thotllf<i "'llh selling th• ftre lnr th~ r.uri)<)Oo ol I11Jur1Dg tht 
lnaunoco eompan)·. ::itbatz died bfoforP.: ftnal a<"llon oaaa taken. 

OTTt:MWA, \\",\Pt:l.l.O t•olJ~TY. 

o,. tlu, f'lvtnloll:: of June lS. 1!-flt\, tbrt .. ftre._. oHurrt'd tn the allf")l in tM 
hu•tnn• dbtrl,.. of Ollum.:a 

On Jun., Jt•- 191~. a bu.slnr.s..'l huu!tt! y,ua llrukt·n tnto end ont Rlcbard 
\hu~HtumPry. u ~olorf>od bor thlr-trf'n }e"u nld, wa11 &C'CU'Ilf'd of "'breakiD.r 
1•nd t'nt•·rln~t •• and durin~ thf' lntt""nh•w wtth lhf' utrl<'f'lra hr ronfep.Pd to 
... NUnK tht· thr~"'f' tlre!l rrf<'rrrd to ·rhc bo) wn'l ~flint tu tbA Jndulitrbl 

K<•ll ,ot tnr Boy~e nt gtdora 

m::; ~IOI~f;,. POLK 1"01 :-ITY. 

On Juh )\. i_~tl!\. 'In: lllldrf'1J Unnr'· hut 1101\ Klllf"d hPr h\.l&bant\ 
un'l thf'n ., hh thf' u-.. .. uf krro,.Pnf' fllfll:t tho bc'c\) and houae nn ftre ltln 
Uane,1 w1d ••·.ntt·n<"e-tl t.J th'" \\'umf·n'• rtt·formaH•r' ut Rnckv.-tU ('lrr o:: 
'-:o••mb•r H•. l!tt\, tor oa r.-m• ur f'l«ht l·f':ara un a rbllrKe of .. rnu 

al:au.:httr •• 

SHEI.BY COU!'o'TY. 

\haul ,.,0 ,, m •• \us;ust 1. 1!'1\, '"·o bamP. a ,-ranar)- trlb. hoc bOVl(! 
-1-nfi ma('hlnf'ry houtf". to~;elhf"r •·ltb math in,.,.). ba), Jlraln and :-~tock. 1rtf'l' 

rh••trn)'8d b)" ftrf"o "bi<'b had t~f"D IN 0\ll by the UU' Of nl1y raCI b1 Hta.!"J' 
uu.-dc:, th@ ctt>mf'DtPCl son of the ownt'r and ocruo"nt, .-\dolph Bueck 

-r•u~ •on nttPr 11rtttn,; tbe flre:s tcoK hit leaH~ but was later apprebendt"d 
.,net rf'tutn .. cl lei tht• ('larhhla Rtut .... ltot~piUll \\hf\rt' hfll: (OUN''k) had pr• 
: h.,,111111ty hf'Nl c·onnn"d and dlsrhorgt\d on AtlfCUit H. 1916. neue~ btJan 
tn .. hnW l'li{'Oj or lnannlt)' tt:nmethnt prt'vlnUII to l<"tlln« hll Cilther A protr 

•·tiY on nr, 

o'T\TJ-: t•mE \1\HSII\1. 

r.t:U RUCK TOW.,.:;Hil'. )1 \1110' l"'t :O."n 

Oa the Dlebt uC \upu: : h1!!! a d'tulllr,,; bout.- btolonctn& to lAban 
A «•OD llDd IOZDt't N•m.Ul ~~tpnnnt bt' DJ:lDI. t t ,.\Dd)' • .,C'Utb ""'· 
M ro)e-d by n ('I (~rtng lb~ tnvqtq,.auon b) tbt• dt"partmf'nt. the .. ..-i 
r!lCI" d sdoHd tb'-" fact tnt oue II f\r Mc-S"t'lf'.J bad ar-l llre to tftto 
a• ~c.p:ment tor rtt't'lll:t" and thlf ur ... c munlntN to tb"" 4•-eltbt. 

): '\:Hlf')' • .u lnc!Jch·d Oc-l.)~r -4 1'4)\ and Db Ut"trft;brr 1 nu. n 
t f-.d a ~Jlea of~ ') and l\al ecntc1uNJ tn l.tr Pf'DUt-nU~r) .~ •••1rt \hull 
fill lllr a pt'rlod or fi\l• }«"a""• 

\":\Ill' TUWXSIIII'. t•\1'1.1 Tt; t•<H ;o.n· 
\buut lV.VU I' Ill, .\Ut;U'I 1~1 l~IS. 14\)lllt' F.fll,ll\ lllt~C\1 b('}OhklDii; It) \ I~ 

f'ra n wt·r•~ •h•titnJ~ t•d by tlrt~ , h•• 111\t•alllifi:ttlc•n dbodo!ord tht' ract that 
\tr• )l.tf\ J ('raln. Uluthf'r nr \ H c•r.tlu, llHII \II" \nna J.oc\c.woud. -1 

1l&ll r ,,r \ H t rain, •~t lhe ttrt' 
t)'l ,\u~•• :1. 1!•1:-... IHlh ut c•u wtJIII~'II v.tro takt•u bt•r.,re the rommt" 

11tuot·rt hf ln sntn at \\'e~t l'ntou \\h••f• lht•) "t<fC atljltd••""t tn.~ane ~tn•t 
t1'mmttt....S to the aosane "AD.r•l or tb.-• rount) farm 

BAII='t:\·, 11.\lll~tl~ l0l':0.1\ 

oa the nhtbt GC .\ucust :G. 1~1!,. a ftr. d6tr ,...., a b:.ckamlth 1hop <»•.-n• d 
aa.d occurted bY Conln \"aod('l•a•t"r \ftr.r an ID\HU«;a.U<•D br thi§ do
partmf'.At \".&OdP'«&h:r 1\aS lndlC:tl-4 OQ th lOb. r I, 1'15. Ch.::irl:ed Yllh bortl 
in« 'bfl thop tor tbf\ purpost" or r-otl•odln& btt.aY) OYer-,nturanC'f'l Thfl: caw 
baa ft(•t ) t•t rom(, to trial 

l"lll ='<'II. lll.tTF:<. I'C>lT\\\ \Tr.<\111: \"Ill :-;T\". 

\huut t:=:3o a m .• Octobeor 9 ll•l' 11 d"•llhuc: hnu •· en•l erun· hntl1hau~ 
IH"lunglnJt to ~tra .. '\anq Gr:tH·a wPrf'- •l•·atroH•l h) Un• 

\rh•r 111\ 1n\'f'tt1Katlon by 1hl!! t'•·Jtill'ln"•u1, ')"" C'harh'll ltubJnAon ma•ll· 

1 •·nnfO~Mion to tettln-= I h .. Or•·111 whlrh \\IUJ rlw1•• fur rt•\1'11K••- On Ut'lnh••t 
It•. '~1,, Hohtn~~ n wa11. arrai~~tned In JUII••rlclr tHilf'1' vn•l "''''r·d to tht' .-ran•l 
Jury J(uhln!IOII V.Uit lndkU·•l 1111 C)ttul.er 1q, U•IM. ''"'"'''' 8 plt:n or •ntlly 
an•l wal •rniPI\l't••l tu thP f"'"'"' nt L'lf7 Pt t"••rt \hcll1un for n p.·rlr"l ol 
Ul ttl)' 31":~,-. 

!l.\V t:-" I"" It r SCUTT ' to l XT' 

U1rh c. the hll of ltU a ~,.r,,.!! of """" ()(' urred ln U1fi ;8;r.m,., tlt'lnlty In 
thtt rlt" nf O:t.YeDport On Oc'obPr 10. JQI"- on:tt \'P.rncn lh·nd-.r.on D 
~n ally d tleltnt ~-outb of tw;-t"ntJ yt-.:an. 1'"•1 ta\;~ Jncn ~~~lr}IIJ •nd ••1 

mltl~ to IM"ttln~ nin11 tirt".! Th• onlY "' won lh4! tJc.•) •ould ~~"" for •• • 
tint. 1ho ftrH "-ss that hf' •antf"d toM" th bit( rt'd motor tratka to " 
tbl' ftre 

nn ortobt•r t 1. t!t1'. thP. ho~· "•' t;akPn lil"'Oif Ju•Jr•- IA"ItA nnt1 '¥\I" hJ 
h.1m n)mrnlttPd W tbf• ln.r.11tntfnn fur t-•,., hi~:' \tlm1• t II filrn";null 

\'I·;H."O~ TO\V:\:{1111', 1',\LO \I.TCJ t•ons·r,· 
un uc-tuher "!j, 191~. a !lwt·lllnr huUA' r,,uu•d hY Jubn Jar\c:man, and oc· 

c·uplrft by FrPd MIJI('r, was tJ(tlltro)t·•l b)· tlr4• \UIIn 18 A. rlrln\clnr man hn•l 

• 
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ICEI'OIUJ <W .\l!l!t;STS .\:->11 I'IHJSt:l'l'TIO~S FOR .\I!SO:\ sl~n; Tilt: 

ST.\TI·: t'IHE M \lt31L\L'S 1 •. \\\' \\"E:->T 1:\TO t:Fn:rT 

July I, 1!111. 

!:~~:;:,;•:::,• ::~ "hirh crftml Jury fau.,t H.• nolkt 

ln•lmtriAI Scho"'l, •l•lf•re 
ltu-l•IUI fur 11Hhrl.t1•R 

I 0 t II 

::,f~;r;~~.!~n t·;:.,••~ .. ~::,:·~un.it-1 
lltJ•urtul • _ 
} ur.l • • 
l'1 rul_..lloy tuurt efhr Mllh•!lt•· 
'fOh•llrt'•l tu 

Jail .... 
l'rnht nuarr • •• 
\\ hlnrQ'~ Hdftrlll.ICif) 

Tot••h .. _ 

\l•tllllt•·•l. olo•fo•rlht> Jn•llf'IIIW'IH 
\rrr•tMI, ho·l•l tn t:"••n•l jurJ, nu tll•lk'lllM'nt 
U~rttl In Jn.l l~f"'" ttnA) •u·llhn 
l••~lui .. f'll 1•)' n:ount)· attnrn"'r atl"r lflllt ln 
(D•IIt't.-.1, 1""1 alt•l IU'•illltl I 
I l!rt• .. l, t-a"(• ,.hlf J• n•Unc 

ll•hl .. 

• • • 

I• 

• 

~ It ,,., 17 '& II II 

I • 
I • 

' • • I I 

"' 1) :t 1' 

:-;T,\TISTI( \L 1:\FOIOI.\TIO\' 

'I he footing< of thi> t:<ble have heen l>ri<•O, '"tout in the intrv· 
ductory portio.t of thi' report Ry months ihe fire IM~cs antl the 
nnmbtr of fir ' n•portNI to tH' offict fo1 rhc yt•ar 1918 wert· ,, 
follcws: 

'\uttthJ 

Janu.ar)' 
Fcbtuar) .. 
~ran-h 
\pri ... 

\Ia~ 
June 
Juh 
\UJ(Uat 

~~·p:emUer 

Oct' bt.·r .. .. 
'o' embf'ri 
P·f"t' .. tnb~r • 

Total!' 

Jt 

'o. Flrt•_., l.OlUi 

ti~' ~t'i)t!-4 

371) :l~ttJ:.9 
r.~l 7So.3H 
1~3 :ii:.tiic.: 
:t:,, t17l.:!~t\· 
::, .~~~~.U1 

~;a ~'-·~·.'~·' 
3~S ti:m.u;,, 
.:.•;';' tio7,ut r. . ...... 

~ ~····; 11 
.:I,\ -4iti,tit:l 
ZH :lt~.ti.!l 

~.39J $6.H,I,iil 

\\ hilt• the..· In'" rcprc~l'JH<.~tl h~ th~,· :tb<,, ~ · tl~Uil'' is larg<.', l'll 
tirdy t<l<l lar~l' inr much of 't r~·uld h:\\ C' IH·c.·•t pn.:\ cnh:tl. tlwn· ~:-o 
... un:t· c.·nc,,uragcment 111 the..· oh:-.t·na\h_JU th.1t whllt• the l•lt:ll lin· 

los' oi tlw l"l'itcll Stat6 for tht" ) ear I'll~ cx~n·1le1l that ,)j tlw 
}e.1r 1<117 h) n•·arly Iitty nulh<>n (:::~OJl(X).(lOO) 1lnJI:u,, tlw ln\\:1 
fire los:;. during tht• same p"'riotl 'hnws ~l dt•l·n·a'l' u£ nwrc.· than 

$i7:>.000. 

Prlor tn I()li. the h1ghcst lin· 1~:--.. l'Xprril·nce<l in thi ... "l~1t«' 
'""'' till' crcati<>n nf the fir~ m,n,hal'> ,ffi,e '"" that of 191.1, 
r)urm~ which yt.:ar we had a lo~s of S6.292lH5. ll'lrtll. lro'i.('tTtr. rt 
'·' l•vrur iu mimi t/1111 the {'rirN auJ 1•aluts uj f'r<l{'crty .wbjut tv 
dcstmctiou by J;rt ,,·crc ;, 19/i Olhl /Ylli. at !.·asllloub!.· ,,•hal tlli'Y 
-.~·.-r,• iu 1913, it is cl logkol dt·dullim' tl~tJI lwd tJu·r.: not l•t'OI o dr· 
tultd sltmmi"!l of the dcstnutit:t _tirt• Iitle -:dJic!J rosr to it.t hfiglrt 
Ill JYJ ;:, 1/Jt' j/rc~ fi1SSCJ of }QJj dlld J()J8, JIJ(ClSfiTI'If h\' t/lt' Ji/1111" 

\'c.~rd.(/lck, '<t'tJttld hm·c bt't'IJ at lt'c1JI J;,·,·lt•r tmlfwu d •lltns ,,,., IIlli\' 

111.<lratl of the fi!lurrs git•ru 

T.<IBLflll , 

Th1s tabh.- contain~ a li!Oot of tlll" kuuls ui structuns d€"~tr>~yl··l 
r damaged. the ,·aluc of the huildiug•. tlw clanla~-;t· tlwrrt~o. till' 

vah1c (If t1u· contents. tlw 1l:t1\l:'lJ{«' tht·rt•tn, an,t tht• rharnctt·r n£ 

th•· btuldinJ.:' destroyed or rlantagecl. 

Uassifierl by usc, the ten highc>t cl o<so> of pro1u•rl} >ltt·ct<··l 
by fires come m the following ord~r · 



KJnd or Structure 
Dwelling• .. . 
Barna ... .... . .... . 
StOICS . . • .. . .. .• .. 
Garagf>S ......... . .• . 
Sh•~s ......•..•• • .... 
Shops ............. . 

~umber 

2,089 
605 
253 
120 
104 

Automobiles . 
neatauranta anti catet ...... . .... ... . :: : ::: .:: ~ .. 

97 
78 
62 
61 
!>!> 

Fac•.orles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Offices and officft bulldlnge. . . . • . .•. 

Lou. 
ll.J~s.n 
1.117,1!1 
1,274.Z-4i 
l16.il~ 

s.oa 
91,03. 
IO.lito 
'ii,93t 

m.ut 
3S,33j 

Totals . • • .. . . .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 3,527 $4,608,30.; 

Comparing some of the figures in tne above table with thost 
pertaining lo the same classes of property set out in the report 
for the year 1917, we observe the followmg. 

'I here was a decrease o£ 499 in the number of c.! welling,; dt
strc.yed or damaged and the aggr~gate ;~>S was $174,7321ess than 
111 1917. 

The number of barns destroyed or damaged was 140 greattr 
and the damage thereto $230,993 greater than in 1917. Of thr 
barns destroyed, 395 were farm barns r•sulting in a loss to buth1-
mg• and contents of m3,000, and 210 were city or town barn' 
wh•rein the lo~s to buildings and conknts was only $124.15-1. 

The number o£ stores destruyed or damaged was 132 Jc-, alto) 

the loss to buildings and co11tents was $375,426 less than in 1917. 

Fourteen (14) more automobile garages burnet! in 1918 than"' 
1917, but the aggregate loss was $18,263 less. 

fhcrc were 19 fewer schoolhouses burnecl anc.l the loss or darn 
ag~ resulting was $50,852 le<s than in the pre' ious year. 

I here were ten ( 10) more factOries damaycd in 1918 than dur· 
ing 1917, but the re<ultant loss wa< $45.368 le>s. 

The same number of grain elc\alors. to wit. nineteen I,ICJ) 
were destroyed in each of the last two years. but the loss on 
lntildings and contents was less by $-15.3li8 in 1918. 

TABLE Ill. 
This table cont:~ins a summary of the cau,es of some of the 

6res reported, the number of properties destroyed or damage•! 
from each cause. and the amount of damage to the buildings and 
contents. Classified in their order by number. the ten highc•t 
classes are as follows: 

l 

(!nU!l\. 

l·oknu\\n 

~T\TE FIRE: \1.\lt~H.\1. 

::;park I from ftue ...... 
_.\djvln!ug fire~ •• .. ..... 
1)(oCecth" 0Ul':! . .. .. 
l.lghlulng • .. .. .. .. . .. 
~pontaneou~ combustion ... .. . ... . 
~moker·~ carde~.:.nt•sfl .. . . 
Cbih.lrf'n 'md mat~bt>!l . 

lnceodla.ry and probably lnN·ndlur~· 
lh•ft"c:lh·c el•·ctrlc wlrlnJ; ... . .. . .. 

S'umbt-r 
~:!I 

~.w 

~HI 

30, 
:t~ 

Ill 
!ll 

~" 

l.vl-:-o 
,~.71~.~~' 

2i!','.H'l 
b~O.l~t 

4t1"-.i~2 
tU:0,077 
3tr;,:!~5 

-4~.1i!O 
3::.,( .. \7 

l6~.:!tJ1 
r;t~.:!!:~ 

Totals . . . • . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.U!il $:; ... o~'.6itl 

llw fires due to <i•·f••cti' < lluc' \\ rc Hi lc" atul th•· r•·snltant 
damage $1o.3,480 less than in 191i. 'fhe'c fire< ,,.,. wholh pre-
' tntahle anti ought tn be grratly n·thtct••l. · 

<;parks fn,m lltte• prod need 244 lt•ss tin> a11d ~11.\.iU'l h·-s .tam· 
ag-e than in the prcviou~ year. 

Fire; cansc·d by rleiectiH· clcctri~ wiring wnr ti"· (51 I~" ami 
tht• damage $1(5.784 less than in 191i. 

The number of lightninJ: lire' were rncr<·a•t•d h\· ·1.! '""I tho· 
uamagc b~· $124,144. . 

The fin·~ rr"uhmg from -..Ju•nl:lnt•t\lh C"llmhu,ti,.n wt•rt" J.J '"''''~ 
antltht damage $19i,03J m"rc· than in 1917. 

.\11 of these Ja,t named fire' arc to 'ay the ka•t partially I•rt' · 
ventable. 

'I he fire> reported as inccnrhary nr probauly inccntltar) "ere 
nine (9) lc" and the los- therefrom $4.'117 "'"' 111 1911{ than in 
19li. It •~ an cn~ournging Let th:lt du· numlu:t uf lirt· l'UIH't'l 11 

ing the origin of ''hich tht·n: ha~ hnn any suhstalltl;t1 ,., uh·IH.•' 
th~lt they were the rt.'..;ult nf clesign has hn:n mah•na11.' k~~t·IH'•I 

durmg the pa~t two year~ Sumt of t}W<i j,. uud~~uht•·•l1)' due '" 
tht: iu\l':;tigation of many fin·!;, and thl' annual l'ul1\ldrnn ,,r .1 

number of pcr<ons of -.•tting fire' 

RECOlUI ~;~OAT IONS 

1 renew the recommend~uion~ herctn(nrr madr r .. r ltJ:i-,l:uinll 
along the following lines. 

I. Pro\'ision for in•pection. both Mate and loc~l ... r e1<ttrk 
wiring. This is made nece<sary by reason of thr constantly in 
creasing usc of electricity, not only for light but for heat and 



~:l<lllTII \:\'-"1 ' \1, lt[I'OitT 

I•U\\t:r, arHI lht" n (rt:t ... IOC' I ~!'les n.-~uh1 ;:: frnm tlf"'fn-thc: drctr 

wmng. • • ~ 

He~au<r II< ll<t5 Me rdatnl'l) m th~1r mf.n1cy the general pub
he h~s not learn I'll the <la!'!;:rr ,( tlcctnctt) \\ heu It •hall rnlue 
that ~~ 1< full) a- tl.ulgrr<>u- tv oHr·fn•e an elc rtncal currc.,: a, 11 
•~ to t:t• dtl\\'11 the ... a.ic:ty vah r ''n a hudt•r. or to fry t'J;::'-!5 un n ~;a ... 
hue ~tn\t' 't"t ~~~ ~t hay pile, m11rC' nttt•ntion :111•l f.'.lrt:' \\Ill he ~Hen 
tn tlus matt.-r 

2. The ahnu~t universal ust• uf goL~ulim· and th<· n•n~cqutnt 
n~trl::&Ct· hoth t•1 prnpcrty and tn lift· rc~ultinl:' lr11111 ~uch u ... < •• nece~
:utatt.'ll tlH' t•naclmt·nt of a ga.,.olint· storagl' lotw. or a law makin,:: 
Jt m:lllclah,ry upon muniripalitit·5 tn lllakt• prn\ iswu h~ orclinancc 
fur ~nch storage. 

.l. Standanlization l•f chimney .... lluc-~ .n.1ul tfJ4.J{ ... in citit:\ an,f 
towns. nnd a l:t.\\ pro\·idin~ that uu of.}unglc.· r<JOf, ht• pt-rmittc-d 
ht·rcaftcr upon lmi!tlin~- in citi<- of a ccrtam cla•s. 

4. ,\ Ia\\ rCJ.:U,:.ting tbt~att·r ... anti mo·uu~o: picturt• !'>how .... ~Jl«':l· 
fying tht• con-truction oi the hooth, the numhcr oi ,,its. \\1dth o' 
ais1rs, mo("fc nf !or:uing. etc. 

5. l'rovisinn for the in•r••·cthllt .. i ga<cllin~ nnd c~rhi<lc light
mg 8)'1tt"nl~ 

Ci Inasmuch as fully ninety per cc11t of tlw lire alarms in our 
cities and towns arc given l1y tcll'f>hnn<·. tla•rt• is need of a law 
pre-.-rihing tlw dutits 'and rt''["""lhihty uf t<•lt·phnnc rompanits 
and upcratnr• 111 the matter of r<'C<'IVIOJ:' :tncl promptly turning m 
fin· alarm•. 

7. This nffiCl' ha' hctn concluttt'd "1th th,• Ill<" I rtg1d t'COnc•my 
The •·mployccs arc underpaid and the tr~\ dmg and c thrr cxpcll•r< 
tu "hich rach nnr- i' subject. ha\'C matenally tncrr.-a"'f"d tlurutg- thC' 
pa•t yt•:.r. Under thr•c circum-tann·• tlw •mall force that we 
h:l\'<' nO\\ rmp!ioyccl cannc·t he maintnmccl on the prc••nt appro
priation, \\ hich should at lca-t hr increa<c•cl I 1 fiftt'en thou-and 
I $15.1Xl0 001 annually. ancl I WNII<I mn-t l'nrnl'"l)' nrg<· that th:, 
ht· •loll(! h\' the.· pr<"'t·nt ~t·nt.'ral a,~o;,.;;rmhly. 

('Q:-;('1.1'$1():-; 

On July 1-t. next. my scniccs "' ,tale lin· marshal will end. 
\Vhilt all nf the work has been intcrt•<ting. many nf the dutie~ 
tli~rh~rgt•cl have heen arduotl'. The wnr, with its man~· fire dan-

l 

n .. iln1 tl(""' n 
)Cd tl r 1: 

1 <'"~~' dut•r- ... hut m nn,J 
\\Ill.> •u•p< ·t , f th<' 

It 1: 1< loren Ill) pn' '"'!:< t •• r"' dmcrrnt <"h rt 
x<"<"Ull\ t ... and I dt· .. tr(" hf'rr n~ no'' 1 x1 n ... nt\ hc.:trth: 1t • p 
,rnl:lh• n of the 1n:1n~ conrhilt'' .uHI th(" J:'f'lhrt ... ~u 'P''•rt ,., 

1 ncl<cl t • ne !.~· lou\ anor< C arwll, liHI<r ,~tl llmh.,:: 

I • Ill) tlqoul~ \lr J .\ 'I rae). ancl a•sl•t.•nt• \lc·--r- I 
I r •\q,·k .utd II (~ Zimnwrm.m, .u,,l ((-. 111' '"''·r£ t."lt·rJ... .md ""h·no~ 
rapll• r. \l"' Laura :\1 l'tdt·rst·n, \\hnl'\t' (,,,ill and iallhiul 'fr\ 
H t t • 111t' :'Hit1 t•J tlu· 't:th' h.n t lu t 11 1\"thh·t ,•,( \\ 1thnut ... tint 1 

,)t ._ rt" l• f lllak1· thl"- puhli<" .tckUfl\\ It tl~lllt t ( nppr-t·Ciation 

I h(" ~tate fiu· mar ... har~ < ilic\:' •~ 11 • It 11J:t r 110 , xp('r-rntnt I ( 
•nppcrttd h) the -tate a• 11 de>rnes to br, 1ts u•ctulnes- anclm 
Oueucr fvr ::00o! '"II be m re mamfe<t m the 1u1urc tha'l It has 
hrrn Ill the pa-l 

The ' ffiC't~ l'amc tu tnt! unst Jicitf'd an1 llll u~o:ht In m~ C'on· 
cr-J•l un. puhlic uffic~ i' nr1th("r a ""plum" nor a .. ~nap:· but n c.1U 
to high p .. urintH" ... t·n ict• Td !lH:h ~rn J('c m\ h<"tit n .,t:lH1r~ 

ha\C' htt•n clt•clic.Hecl I -hall Ia\ :uitlr Ill\' oflitial dulte< at th-
liH1 lJ( my Jlft.''('fH term with t'f•niidt 11ft Ill .. lht• iuturr (•thC1C'11C\ u( 

th<· olhn· .1nd the hin<lht·'t (ot·r~onal lrl'lmg tn\\ arc! .111. 
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