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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

DISCONTINUANCE OF PRINTED BOOK LISTS.

For several years I have questioned the advisability of publish-
ing full lists of books acquired by purchase and gift during the
biennial period covered by the report. There was a time in the
history of the library when such lists were nocessary, to both the
librarian and his assistants and to that portion of the publie
having recourse to the library. A score of years ago, the library
was inadequately cataloged and shelflisted, and the published
lists were frequently consulted.

In 1898, one of the first reforms undertaken by the newly
appointed librarian was the cataloging of the General Library
(exclusive of law and documents) in accordance with the Dewey
Deeimal System, then as now in general use in the large libraries
of the world. It was many years before the work was brought
down to date, much of the eataloger’s time being spent on the
cataloging and shelf-listing of the books newly aequired by
purchase.

With a eard-catalog system brought down to date, the prinei-
pal vse of the printed catalog as a working tool of the library
practically ceased, for the eard-eatalog could be far more speedily
and satisfactorily consulted than could the partial lists in the
biennial reports. And it was always down to date; while the
lists printed in the biennial reports were from six months to a
year behind.

Then, certain loeal librarians and book committees were known
to consult the state librarian's reports for suggestions as to the
most desirable books for purchase in their own libraries, Now,
local librarians and book committees have other, and later, and,
for small publie libraries, hetter lists to select from.

The only remaining use to which the lists printed in the reports
could be put was as a eataloger's guide to librarians throughout
the state, almost none of whom at that time were trained in the
classification of books as taught in the library schools. The
scientific classifieation of new books by the cataloger in the State
Library enabled the then untrained librarians of the state to
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classify their new accessions. The ""A. L. A. Book-List" is far
more servieeable in this respeet as it is issued monthly and
ineludes many books desirable in publie libraries but not service.
nble in a reference library.

CHANGES IN LIBRARY METHODS IN THE LAST DECADE.

The lust score of vears hus witnessed a marvelous change in
library methods and in the general library situation in Towa,
The insuguration of a Library Commission in 1900, under the
able secretaryship of Alice 8. Tyler (now at the head of the
Library School of Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio),
gave a strong impetus to scientific training as a necessary prep-
aration for library service. The founding of ninety-seven
libraries in Iowa by Andrew Carnegie's beneficence and of sev-
oral other libraries by gifts and legacies of wealthy Iowans ere-
ated an incentive to thorough preparation for librarianship: and
the Library Commission, acting in conjunction with the trustees
of the State University, insugurated a summer school for library
training, with special reference to the need of such training by
those slready in library service. This educational campaign has
practically revolutionized library methods and conditions in Towa.

Thereafter, as old libraries were reorganized and new ones
were dedieated, full-course graduates of the library schools in
Tlinois, Wisconsin und the East were employed instead of women
whose claims for such positions were mainly loecal sympathy or a
loeal “pull.”” And, when former librarians were retained, they
generally availed themselves of the instruction offered by the
summer school.

Then, in due time when very mueh needed, eame the “*A. L A,
(Ameriean Library Association) Book-List,"” to which reference
has already been made, Then came also, the H. W. Wilson
Company publieations, now indisy ble in every public and
reference library. These include the cumulative *‘Reader’s
Guide to Periodieal Literature,”” the United States Catalog of
Hooks,'" and the ‘‘Supplemental Catalog,’’ with several special
indexes much in use in all well-regulated libraries,

I have explained the situation thus in detail, that the President
and members of the State Library Board, and others interested
in the State Library, might the better understand my reason
for suggesting to the Board, at its September, 1918, meeting, the
‘desirability of discontinuing the published book-lists which since
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1843 have constituted the main portion of the State Librarian's
Riennial Report. My suggestion was that the lists be omitted
for at least one biennial period, adding to the reasons here given
the conservation of paper and of eomposition and press-work.
Acting on the suggestion, the Library Board passed the following
resolution submitted by Judge Ladd:

“That Mr. Brigham’s recommendation (that the usual lists
of books be omitted from the next Biennial Report) be adopted.”’

If after two years it should seem undesirable to resume the
publication of the book-lists in the biennial reports, the librarian
will then ask that the omission of same be continned indefinitely.

1 should add that the document editor, Mr. Williams, heartily
approves of the action of the Board.

BOOKS ADDED DURING THE BIENNIAL PERIOD—GRAND TOTAL
OF BOOKS IN THE LAW AND GENERAL LIBRARY.

At the date of my last report, June 30, 1916, there was of
reeord in the General Library and the Law Department, including
{he Legislative Reference Bureau, an aggregate of 142,841
volumes.

The increase, by purchase and gift—mainly by purchase—
during the last biennial period was as follows:

Additions to the Law Department, (exclusive of hchh-

tive Reference works),. - 3308

Additions to the Iamlltiu Bntunu Bllnln ............ 2178

Total additions to the Law Department........c.c. .. 4484
Additions to the General Library, or Miscellansous Depart-
TIOME < asvooiisnvioss oo vrabnsabonsvbnniantsanshse? Fagase 5,748

Total of additions to both depur o 10,252
orndwa:wmamulnmummu
July 1, 1918.. 153,072

The Library Cemlidst!on law prwides for a separate report
from the Curator of the Historical Department, henee the addi-
tions to, and the total of, books in that department are not in-
cluded in this report, though the financial report of that de-
partment i included in this report with that of the other two
departments.

THE STATE LIBRARY AND THE WORLD WAR.

The absorbing interest taken by the public in the World War—
the interest cummlative as our eountry and state became more
and more involved in war aetivities abroad and at home—tem-
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porarily checked the steady increase in public demands poy
the library. The time was therefore opportune for renewed of.
forts to fill sets of statutes and reporls and to add new and
newly revised standard works on law. The new interest taken in
problems of internationsl law bronght out nomerous importan
works on many phases of that subjeet, and these were added 0
the library’s valuable eolleetion of the Literature of the Law,

The Legislative Reference Bureau of the Law Departinent has
been strengthened by many volumes bearing npon legislative
questions. which are yet in solution and questions likely to je
sprung upon incoming legislatures. These works alsn serve g5
soniree material for school and eollege debaters and for sehool,
college and elub studies and papers.

The Miscellanenus Department, or General Library, has bee
enriched by many works of permanent value,

. 1t has been the librarian's purpose since the fall of 1914 to add
to the General Library all works of evident value relating to the
war, with the result that the State Library now includes & sery.
iceable colleetion, all together constituting a valuable contem.
porary history of the lnst four years, 1t is his present purpose to
supplement this collection with works of permanent value, a8 they
appear, affording the future student of bistory and of affairs o
comprehensive history of the great upheaval and its couse
GUEnees,

BOME OF THE MORE NOTABLE ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY.

Among the more notable additions to the General Library
during the period covered by this report are:

Several works on practieal chemistry, bought on recommenda:
tion and request of a society of practical chemists, organized at
the State Capital,

Volumes of first editions of famous English and Ameriean
poets, forming the nueleus of a eollection of rare first editions,
the volumes steadily inereasing in value. '

Volumes of English and American magazines, literary and
seientifie, also of English quarterly reviews to fill in and com-
mmmmaﬂidhwmmqmm
—some of them more than sextupled—in price sinee the librarian,

umdmum.mmmmg_ﬁ“

odieals—now one of the half-dozen largest and rarest
in the world. Several long sets of science periodieals hed

B b
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in Germany—works of great value to specialists—were eut off
by the blockade in 1914 and have not as yet been renewed, The
library's agent and importer in New York has our standing
order for these, and bound volumes of same will doubtless be
sent us soon after the close of the war.

Other works might well be mentioned as indieating the trend
of the state's recent purchases, Among these are the following:

Eloven v of the t lons and papers of the International
Engineering Congress, held in San Franciseo In 1915

Fifty-six small volumes of Werner's Readings and R

Thirty-one small of the Chr of Canada, .

8ir T. G. Jackson—Gothle Architecture In Franee, England and Italy,
two volumes.

Maedonald—History of France, three volumes.

Brown—Life and Writings of Rufus Choate, two volumes,

Complete works of Danlel Defoe, sixteen volumes.

Mythology of all Races, edition by L. H. Gray, ten volumes.

Cannda and [Its Provinces, Shorit and Doughty, editors, twenty-three
volumes.

Spence—The Land of Bollvar, two volumes.

Tuer—Bartolozz! and his works, two volumes.

Mollere's Plays, in French and English, elght volumes.

Verneulll—Encyclopedie do la Plante, four volumes,

L'Architecture en Italle, nine volumes,

Edwards—History of the Britlsh Colonfes In the West Indles, three
volumes,

American Academy of Arts and Sclences, Proctedings, twenty-one
volumes,

British Critde, third sories (to fill set) tweniy-four volumes.

Goethe's Faust, Bayard Taylor's latlon, four vol

Ameriean Churches, two volumes.

Campbell—FPloncer Priests of North Amerlea, three volumes,

Glles—Chinese-Engllsh Dictionary, two volumes.

Hoyal Soelety of Edinburgh, Transactions and Proceedings, twenty-
four volumes,

Walt Whitman's Comp works ( Defin} edition) ten volumes.

Walt Whitman's' Complete works (Definitive edition) ten volumes.

Sveriges National-Litteratur 1500.1800, twenty-five volumes,

M. E. Church Conference Minutes, 1846-1874, eighteen volumes.

British Association for the Ad of Sol , Reports, seven
volumes.

Professional Memolrs, U. 8. Engineers’ Corps. four volumes.

Misstonary Herald (18341916 to fill set) thirty-one volumes.

London Magaseine, (1820.20) twenty-three volumes.

American Statesmen (new series with general index) thirty-eight
volumes.
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Engineering (1896-1807—to fill set) sixteen volumes.

McFurland—Library of Christian coliperation, six volumes

American Journal of Philology (1886-1909—to fill set) twenty-four
volumes.

Review of Reviews (London) 1880-89, twenty volumes.

Mason—The Art of Music, fourteen volumes.

——Masters of Music, six volumen

Aslan Carpets (In colors) six parts.

Corser—Collection of Early English Postry, eleven volumes

Gerth van Wifk—Dictiooary of Plant Names, five parts.

The State Library did not become involved in the controversy
of 1917-18 over the question of the circulation of pro-German
books and of works by German authors. The mission of a refer-
ence library is so different from that of the publie library that
the war-time precaution against the dissemination of German
propaganda did not apply to one with anything like the same
foree as to the other. The books on the shelves of a reference
library are chiefly for the use of serions students of special sub-
jeets. As the wise debater familiarizes himself with both sides
of his question, so the student of the canses and conduet of the
war must know the pleas and arguments and assumptions of the
Central Allies as well as those of the Western Allies. Henes,
in any reference library worthy the name, the student o1 war
history should be able to find the current history of Belloe and
of Symands, and the war studies of Sir Gilbert Parker and H. G.
Wells, and other students of war problems from the viewpoint
of the Western Allies; and, too, the pre-war prophecies of Bern-

hardi, the elaborate exposition of the German philosophy of *

macht nicht recht running through the historical works of Treit-
schke and the fallacious “‘superman’’ philosophy of Nietzscle,
The one temporary precsution taken by the librarian was to
segrogate war books of a misleading tendency, with instruction
to turn them over to any seriously-minded adult student of the
war who might eall for same.

PROGRESS IN THE LAW DEPARTMENT.

The Law Department has made progress despite a lack of
shelf and storage room. This lack has been reduced to a minimum
by new shelving placed in the aleoves. The greatest handicap
is the lack of necessary assistance to accomplish the fullest
measure of useful and constroctive work.

The Law Department has added many out-of-print, as well as
many recently published volumes, Great care has been given

i |
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{o make the volumes in the library more accessible, by systematic
elassification of the subject matter.

International law and diplomatic relations have been greatly
strengthened hy recent works and by several valuable out-of-
print books. :

Among the biennial aceessions are the Grotius Society's Inter-
pational Yearbooks; Grotius Society works on the prohlemaf of
the war; Vattel’s International law ; Proceedings of the Soeciety
of Judicial Settlement of International Disputes; Lord West-
pury’s Decisions on Euroj Arbitration: the publications of
the American Society of International Law ; Allen’s Eruiutit_m of
Governments and Law; the American Journal of International
Law; Droit Internationsl (Journal); Fiore's International Law
Codified, translated by Borchard in 1918; Hart, on *‘The Monroe
Doetrine,”’ ete.

A valuable collection of military laws has been strengthened
by recent additions. The law librarian was recently asked by
the Judge Advoeate’s Department in Washington for a check of
works on military luw in the Town State Library. In reply, he paid
{he library @ high compliment upon its completeness, stating that
it was even more complete than the department library!

Anticipating & world-wide commereial and omumic relation.
shiip after the war, particularly with the South American repub-
lies, the department has added several codes and mueh other
material bearing upon the laws and commercial advantages of
those eountries; also laws and information from Australia n_md
other English possessions, including the Isle of Man, Jamaica,
Indin, Transvaal and Cape Colony,

The subject of workmen's compensation snd employer's lil‘n-
bility has also been given its share of attention, the department’s
collection having been increased by several volumes, both Ameri-
ran and English. Among these are : Boyd, Dawbarn, Honnold and
Butterworth, The valuable decisions of the various industrial
tommissions have also been added.

mmwmmundmmmmm&dumm
colonial period, the department has added several rare numbers.
The laws of most states are complete and those of others are
nearly so.

The department’s exchanges have been satisfactory. Throngh
this souree are obtained most of the current laws and law re-
jorts, also much other valuable material.
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The Legislative Reference Buresu has added during the
biennial period much of a general nature bearing upon iy,
tive problems, and, to some extent as opportunities have offora
has strengthened its collection in the directions indicated

Works bearing on labor problems and the solution of same.

Works presenting various phases of industrial arbitration, @l

‘“Labor as affected by the war'’ has been the general stibjest
of several suggestive works, 1 |

The possibilities of trade with South Ameriea and the far
East have suggested the purchase of a few interesting works,

Works outlining various improvements in methods of mj
aney have been added in anticipation of demands from the newly
ereated Board of Aecountancy, the activities of which have ﬁ
practically suspended by the war's drain upon the young “ :
of the state, =

The economie basis of an enduring peace has brought ont
valvable works, the most important of which have heen add
to this collection, ‘i

Woman's part in the war, with woman's elaims for legislative
consideration, has been covered,

Several reports of international conventions have also be
added,

Among other valuable books purchased are: surveys of i
national relations; works covering reeent financial cond
works on municipal problems, and works presenting
conditions and disenssing railroad problems,

JUDGE DEEMER'S DESIRE STILL UNREALIZED,

In a privately printed memorial volume of personal and p
tributes to the lute Judge H. E. Deemer, recently issued, T
Dr. David 8. Fairchild's fine editorial tribute taken from
Journal of the Towa State Medical Society, and am prompte
muke extract therefrom, as showing not only the :
terest taken by the Judge in the proposed Medieal Departme
of the State Library but also the well-grounded expeetation o
the Towa State Medical Society that the state will do for &
medical profession, in part at lesst, what it has generously 8
for the legal profession, b

Dr. Fairchild says:

Judge Deemer wan a close student of elvie and political seil
that relates to irue public advancement. To foster the highest e

ADDITIONS TO THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAUD, 4
L |

BIENNIAL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR 1%

tion af Progress in all departments of civie welfare he devoted much
time and b ht to the develop of the historical branch of the State
Library. His name will always be associated with this depariment.
Oue of the efforts of the later years of his useful life was to develop a
Madical Department of the State Library. Judge Deemer, Johnson Brie-
pam. Dra Blerring. Pearson. Fay, and Hill devoted much time to a plan
te bring about so desirable an addition to public weifare. The first essen-
tisl was an sppropriation sufficient (o secure a trained medical librarian
snd, as rapldly as possible, secure exp e reference works on medicine
aod Jjournals, which were beyond the reach of the medical practitioner of
tmited Income. In this respect the dieal profession has ined a
great loss in the death of Judge Deemer, who visited many medical
eeaters 1o get the best ldeas (n relation to the medical lbraries, It is
with profound regret we have to confess that the efforts of our two
friends (Deemer and Brigham) have met with little encouragement at
the hands of the legislature.

it would be n fitting testimonial of respect to the memory of Judge
Deemer, who devoted so much time and thought to Increasing our oppor-
tunitles for dical knowled it the prof, of lowa would joln in
an united effort to secure from the present leglal ¢, the 1ish
ment of what he had so much st heart; a medieal department to the

‘Biate Library.

What eould be a more fitting tribute to the great Iowan who
gave so mueh of his life to Towa and to a great profession that
during our two years of war has so unselfishly given itself to the

~ eanse of human liberty, than to take prompt legislative action

wstablishing the Medical Department urged by Judge Deemer
and by the medical profession of the statef 1 very much wish
that you, as Governor of this state, and by virtue of your office
s President of the State Library Board, would emphasize in

‘your fortheoming Message the necessity of rounding out the

State Library to approximute completeness by ereating the long-
deferred Medical Department. The expense would be slight.
‘Thanks to the wisdom of the Library Board in other years, and

‘10 Drake University, to Drs. Hill, Fairchild and others keenly in-

terested in the projeet, we already have several thousand volumes

‘affording a broad basis for such a department. All we lack to

make the department effective is an appropriation eovering the

‘salary of an expert medieal librarian, also a small sum snnually

lor the purchase of books and periodicals necessary to keep the
department down to date and for the extension of the State’s

Traveling Library system to the medieal profession throughout

the siate,
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EQUALIZATION OF BALARIES WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE 7
QUALITY OF SERVICE.
I would again call attention to the inadequaey of salaries pg
several assistants in the State Library., A conspienous ot
of this inadequaey is the fact that the position of bookkeeper f
the Law, Miscellaneous and Historieal Departments, also the Lis
islative Reference Burean—one of great responsibility o
demanding the skill of an expert—at present commands a %
of only $1,000, while there are fourteen positions in the three
partments of the State Library over which you pmde
ing larger salaries. In any equalization based upon akil!
labor, the bookkeeper’s salary should be raised to $1.500, at
I would not infer that any of the worthy recipients of luglm
aries are paid too much, Isimplynnthmnngleﬂlnm *
emphasize the duty of the incoming Committee on Retren
ndMommequhunhnumthlpenulmlmm
quality of the service rendered.
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For your ready reference in this conneetion, I presemt here.
with a copy of the librarian's budget separately submitted to
you in resporse to your request. -

IOWA STATE LIBRARY

Tremms for whach Mosey i Used c:::“:
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IOWA STATE LIBRARY.

RECAPITULATION f

Of Librarian's Financial Statement, Published In Full In Report of the
Executive Council, July 1, 1916—June 30, 1918

MISCELLANEDUS DEPANTMENT,
160.44

R e R R e e P
L A S | ¢ |

Total ..........E 195,62
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