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Sir:—In compliance with the provisions of Section 2468-n, Sup-
plement to the Code, 1913, T have the honor to subuit herowith my
sixth annual report of my official acts and of the affairs of this
office, covering the period beginning January 1, 1916, and ending
December 31, 1916, both dates ineluded,

O O e —

State Fire Marshal.
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For the year 1916, 4471 fires were reported to this office in-
volving a loss of $5,991,242. The property involved in these fires
was valued at $22,916,172. Of the loss thus reported, property to
the value of 4,241,546 was covered by insurance, leaving an exeess
of loss over insurance amounting to £1,749,696, and involving 1,487
properties. Included in this excess are 554 properties involving a
Joss of $296,568 upon which no insurance was carried.

The total fire loss of 1916 was less than that of 1915 by $15,672.
and less by $301,403 than that of 1913 which year experienced the
largest loss since the establishment of the office.

The average daily fire loss of the year amounted to $16,369 and
the average loss in cach fire was $1,340.

The per eapita fire loss in the state of Iowa during 1916 was $2.54.

During the year six fires oceurred in each of which the loss ex-
peeded $100,000 and two in each of which the loss was more than
$90,000 as follows:

January 11, Ottumwa....... S R T g e e i e § 248,077

Junuary 15, Museatine, 98,060
Febroary 10, Dubuque. 349,661
April 91, Town City. 108,345
July 16, Newhall......... 90,050
December 8, Cedar Raplds 160,345
December 15, Creston.......ccovveiinaniis 146,900
Doctmbar 185, OREAIOORE. . . o vxnsrsarssarsssssrrorsrsnabassbsgh 105,495

L R S e g PR S PP i $1,300,723

The loss sustained in these eight fires exceeds 21,7 per cent of the
total fire loss of the state.

The number of dwellings burned was 2,222, and the loss on build-
ings was $859,892 and on contents $348,243.

The sound value of these dwellings was reported at $4,670,640
and that of their contents ut §1,115,964.

The number of barns burned was 578, and the loss on buildings
wis $478,380, and on the contents $324,142.

The sound value of the barns was reported at $543,358, and that
of their contents st 363,839,
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The number of stores burned was 367, and the loss oo baj
was £374.584, and on the contents #1,115 566, _—
The sotnd value of the store buildings wis reported at #2219 145
wnd that of their eontents at #2,859.563.
The number of factories burned was 43, and the loss on bailding
wis $115,661, anid on the contents $419,672,
The sound valoe of the factory boildings damsged wus reported
at §711.700, and that of their contents at $1.475,750.
Ninety-five (95) deaths were reported as the direet result of fre;
this number was 11 less than that reported for 1915, OF this muw.
ber 43 were women and 23 children.  In 47 eases fatal to life gaso-
line or coal oil was involved. Twelve (12) children were fatally
burned as the result of playing with matehes or fire or being in
elose proximity to o bonfire.
Inspeetions of buildings and premises 1o the number of 612
were made in 137 different cities and towns in the state, upon the
basis of which there were issued 113 orders to remove buildings, 62
to repair buildings, 126 to ehange, 53 to clean-up and repair, and

157 to elean up inflammable conditions.

Twa hundred twenty-three (223) suspicious fires were investic
guted in 120 different places in 65 different eounties of the state.
Tn addition to the number of indictments pending from pre.
vious years, mention of which was made in my last report, i
arrosts and prosceutions were had during 1916, OF the vases thit
came to trial 4 resulted in convietions aud sentences to the penls
tentinry or reformatory, 1 was paroled by the court after a plea of
guilty, 2 sentenced to the industrial sehool for hoys, 2 sentenced to
the hospitals for the insane, 1 senteneed to the bospital for ine
brintes, 1 to the institution for feeble minded children at Glenwood,
9 wore tried snd sequitted, 7 were fined and given jail senfeness,
three of which were paroled after paying fines, 5 who had made
written confessions to setting fire were paroled by the m T
indiclments are still pending, and 3 are under arrest awniting
final aetion by the grand jury. y
Appended hereto as o part of this report are ﬁuuﬂﬂ'&l
ot out in detail the reports of the fires and the work of inspestion
and investigation done by this office. : PA
Table 1 shows the number of fires reported by counties, the valve
of the buildings and contents involved, the damage to :
mdmmmthnmﬂimmmbnildinpandmmm
ber of fires partially covered by insuranee, the amount of exees
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of loss over insurance, the numbor of fires affecting property with-
ont any iusurance and the total loss Bpon property not eovered
by insuranee,

Tahle 11 shows the nature wnd character of the baildings des-
troved or damagvd, the value of each, the anount of damsge there
o, the value of the econtents of each and the damage thereto, the
kind of material of which each was constructed and whether the
loss was total wr partial

Table 111 contains o summary of the origin und canse of the
varions fires reported, the number of each il the damagv to the
buildings and eontents, specified by causes.

Table IV contains a list of the eities and towns in which s
tioms of dilapidated buildings and intlammable conditions wo;-e
wade, the number of places inspoeted at each point and the number
and kind of orders issued, based npon such inspections,

Table V gives a list of the places at which investigntions of fires
of suspicious origin were made and the date when sueh investiga-
tions were commenced,

STATISTICAL WORK.

The present report contains statistical information more nearly
complete than any of its predecessors. 11 is no sl task to kim;)
in toueh with and secure reports of fires from more than 2,500
different reporting officinls,  While some fires which oeeurred still
remain unreportod, this namber is so small and the fires of sueh
comparative insignificance that they would not materially ehauge
the total.

Eutil the establishment of the stute fire marshal's office and the
provision for the eolleetion aml publication of certain data per-
taining o fire losses by that department, there had been no office
b other ugeney.in this state concorned in seenring this informa-
tion exvept the insuranee eompanies und iations, and the fire
data reported by them to the varions departments consisted only of
three items, to wit: risks written and earried, preminms remvul
andl Josses incurred and paid.

No aceonnt was or could be taken by them of the losses which
were gither partially or wholly without insuranee,

When we consider that abont twenty-five (25% ) per cent of the
total munual fire loss in this state is not eovered by insurance, we
At onew eonclude that the only complete and sceurate statistieal
information relative to these matters is obtained by the fire marshal.
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Furthermore, the reports received by the fire marshal as to values
and loss or damage are invariably the result of the combined judg.
ment of the owner and the local fire chief, mayor, or township clerk
who investigates the fire and makes the report to the fire marshal,

In addition to the loss and damage reported, our reports eover
the material of which the destroyed or damaged buildings are made,
the damage to buildings and contents set out separately, also the
nature of the oceupancies of the various buildings destroyed or
damaged.  Furthermore, the cause of each fire so far as the same is |
ascertainable according to the best judgment of the inspector and
the owner is set out,

While old line level premium life insurance has been reduced to
an exaet seience, beeause premiums are based upon certain mortal-
ity tables formulated as the result of ohservation and experienee
covering many years, fire insurance has been largely a game of
chance,

This condition onght to be remedied, but it never will be until
the various hazards are more fully understood and more ascurately
and scientifically calenlated than they are at the present time,
and the very basis of this ealenlation is the gathering of the fire
duta whieh the law places upon s depetbaeat,  This is uow eud
original rvesearch and one that no other department in the state
is charged with pursuing.

EDUCATIONAL WORK,

The law requires teachers in all schools oecupying buildings of
more than one story in height to have fire drills at least ones &
month, and the teachers in all public sehools are also required 1o
give instruction to their pupils in the eauses and dungers of fires
as often as once each term.

The duty of preparing and furnishing a bulletin *outlining lessons
upon fire causes and fire dangers for the use of the teachers has been
discharged by me to the best of my ability. Three editions of this
bulletin have been prepared and published in sufficient numbers
to supply every teacher. _

During the past year as well as during provious years 1 have
urged upon county and eity superintendents the importance of this
subject. 1 have, however, no means of defluitely ascertaining L
faithfully and well the law is carried ont in this respeet, Com-
plaints have not infrequently reached me during the year that firt
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drills are peglected and that the giving of instruction in fire canses
and fire dangers in our publie schools are wholly Jnored,

While I have reason to believe that the provision for fire drills
ix fairly well earried out, | fear that in too many schools there
ix little or no attention paid to the subjects outlined in the bulletin
and required by the law.

In & previous report 1 recommended that provision be made in
the reports of school offieers to county superintendents, and by
those officials to the superintendent of public instruction, for a
statement us to whether or not this as well a8 every other legal
requirement is eomplied with, }

The requirement for the giving of instruction in fire enuses and
fire dangers is not burdensome. It is in line with the *‘Gireater
Care’' or *“Safety First'" movement now sweeping the country, It
is instruetion of an eminently practical nature and should not be
neglected. 1 have faith in the efficieney of cur public sehools and
in the enduring effects of sound common sense lessons early in-
culeated in the minds of the ehildren and youth who attend the
same, and it is my purpose to continue to urge this work upon the
attention of superintendents and teachers; and, when 1 find willful
or persistent negleet in complying with the legal requirements, to
invoke the statatory penalty.

FARM FIRE PROTECTION,

By far the larger part of the wealth of our state is found upon
our farms. Not only are the farm buildings annually improving
in appearance but their contents now possess a value that seemed
fabulous a few years ago. The destruction of a modern fuem barn
with its preeious contents is no longer 8 matter involving hundreds
but thousand of dollars. -

From the very nature of his location, the farmer cannot enjoy
the fire protection either to his home or to his out buildings that is
afforded to his neighbor in the city or town where they have an
organiged fire department, and for these ressons a rigid observance
of the principles and rules of Fire Prevention is his only safety.
Many of these principles are well known but will nevertheless bear
repetition :

(1)  Extra care In the building of the chimneys oy woll as In the plac-
rau.m«mmmmmmnmw
() Avold patent lighting systems unless the generator and supply
tank are jocated outside the house.
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(2) Never keep gasoline in the house or barn, and keep the automs

bile In & building by itself.

{(4) A good lightning rod well g ded Is & bly safe devie
against lghtning, and If possible every barn should be supplied with one

(6) Hanging lanternos, gmoking or scattering matches in barns have
caused many fires, Such practices should be absolutely prohibited,

(6) Hay should not be packed {nto barns until well cured and then

ventilation should always be provided.
(7) NEVER under any circumstances should fire be kindled with the

aid of keroseme or gasoline.
(8) 1t possible, provide your house and barn with chemlcal fire ex.

tingulahers.
(9) Impress upon your renter and hired help the importance of ob

serving these safety rules.
(10) Insurance associations, granges, rural communily congresse.
‘s clubs, cial clubs, and the teachers in our public schools

should advocate and Inculeat these principl
SPECIAL LIGHTING SYSTEMS.

In my third annual report to the Governor, I ealled attention to
some speeial devices for generating illuminating gases which were
being placed upon the market in many portions of our state.

As & rule they are sold by agents or solicitors who are either
ignorant of their possible danger or purposely conceal the same.

I suggested then to all who might contemplate the installation
of speecial lighting systems that they thoroughly investigate the
safety a swell as the servicoability of the proposed system. 1 urged
that the genmtor-swenuthemm-illofwhich the gas is made
be kept outside the buildings lighted.

Inmw!ourthanﬂﬁﬂhmnnlmpomlmommdedah
for the inspection of gasoline and earbide lighting systems. Sinet
then and during the latter portion of the year 1916, two tragedies
have oceurred in one neighborhood in Audubon County as the
result of the explosion of earbide lighting systems:

In the first explosion, one death resulted and another party it
jured. Inthsnenndexplodm.ﬁnduthnmmlwlwdhﬂﬂ
others were seriously injured.

An explosion innainihrplmtoeeurnﬂinbul{o‘muw
resulting in the death of one person, and another in Hardin Count¥
dlurbidemhnkruulﬁnginthsduthol one.

ummmmmsunpunumammw-ﬂ,

County, about the same time the Audubon County explosions &

curred, but fortunately no lives were lost.
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It is high time some legislation was enncted idi
’ . z ! providing for the
safety of life by designating some supervisory
e pe ry power over such
FIRE PROTECTION.

_m: a rule there has been the most cordial eooperation between
this depaﬂme.nt and the various Fire Protection agencies of the
state. Much improvement has been made along the line of securing
better apparatus, especially in motorizing many of the fire depart-
ments. Many of the smaller towns have also voted bonds to install
water works and equip fire departments.

MI.:;-B of tlw matters which go toward making for efficiency in
t :;ghungth ﬁrom, we have endeavored to be helpful but not to
supersede the fire chief in the work i i i
e of Fire Protection which is

There is still ded ially i it

pecially in the ller cities
where volunteer departments are maintained, a mm"::
g:ving ﬁm alarms, more frequent drills of the men who constitute
the various departments, and the frequent testing of hydrants,

The modern fire chief realizes as never before that he must be
an n_dvoute of Fire Prevention as well as the leader in Fire Pro-
b.ee‘txm,mt! to this end he favors the most thorongh inspeetion pos-
:t::' :pecmlly gﬁwe business portion of his city or town, and the

oval or remedying of those conditio ich consti 'apemnl'
oy Yordedh ns which tute

At the present time the state fire marshal’s office
. is the onl
ageney in the state which is devoted v
iy bty wholly and solely to the work of
In our complex civilization and as a
i i NEcessary of our soeial
rmsm-, the agencies which cause fires are omh?::llly m:ltiply-
:‘l- Efﬂl of the more than 200,000 licensed automobiles in this
!u.-:rmu'. their attendant gasoline supply is a fire producing
. which was unknown a few years ago. The general introdue-
m:::uaof‘dwtﬁdtymonlyutmodeafﬁshﬁnghtol
- power is another ageney which has largely increased the
Notwithstanding this and notwithstandin
: g the fact that the
znfhumumpmpwvﬁnunbmwdmm byﬁ
1913 to 1917 amounts to at least 20 per cent, there has been
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no inerease in fire destruction, but rather an setual decrenss froe
1912 to 1016, inelusive, of $301.000 or a reduction of 4.7 per cont,

During the same period the uverage cust of insuranes, ;
1o the report of the eommissioner of insurance of the state, has bey
redueed from £11.67 a thousand in 1912 to $9.57 a thousand in 1913

However, the work of Fire Prevention education has only begua
The actuarial bureau of the National Board of Fire Underwritey
has made o careful analysis of the fire canses in Town and theie
relative loss for the year 1915,  As their figures are not only valg
able but Lighly instruetive they are submitted herewith:

Strictly Preventable Causes:
Chimnoys and flues ......
Fireworks .

Tolal iinense
Partly Preventable Causen:

Incendlarism .
Lightning . ....-
Miscellaneous . ...

Sparks—From fires ......

4

Unknown . ...oooens PRt N S PR S e T T L F R LR

From the foregoing it will be seen that 26.5% of the fir lss¥
striotly preventable, and that 45-29 i« partially preventable, c<d
ing a total of 71.7% which is wholly or partially L

the exervise of proper care.
The inspection of buildings and fire hazardous conditions then

and the resultant onlers issued by this department (set out is
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heginning of this report) represent only a small fraction of the
work thut the department has set in motion

In many of the lnrger cities they have loeal fire marshals or fire
|nﬂ*“‘"“,f""‘”"’ in harmony with this offiee whose duty it is 10
inspect buildings and building conditions. Not only this, but in an
inervasing number of the smaller eities and towns, seting upan the
sugyestion ur recommendation from this offiee loeal inspections linve
been started either nnder the direction of the fire department or
by some thereunto specially designated individual.

In addition to our inspection of buildings, we frequently inspect

fire departments and fire apparatos, and we have tried to be help-
ful in seetiring better fire protection and more efficient attention to
the eare of the fire apparatus and in many places better water
pressure.  In all of these matters we have invariably had the eo-
operation of fire chiefs and others interested in Fire Protection,
y 1 hv_c also gi:ren ‘u!urh amfntinn to the securing of better bujld-
ing ordinances in eities and incorporated towns and to the better
enforeement of the ordinances already in effect.  This is the first
step and the most important step in reduciog the fire waste.

ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS

WEBSTER TOWNSHIP, HAMILTON COUNTY,

On July 3. 1815, a fire took place which destroyed n dwel n ;
tents belonging to John T. Baker. After a thorough lnvutmu:'m :: :‘I:‘I‘a
department one 01 Bricker wus indicted at the Febroary term, 1916, on a
tharge of arson and for breaking and entering for the purpose of com-
wiitting larceny. At the May term. 1916, Bricker was tried and convicted
o8 the eharge of breaking and entering. The case wss appealed lo the

fupreme court who reversed the judgment on the ground of Insufficient

FLORIS, DAVIS COUNTY,

h:h November 27, 1915, about 3:30 A. M., a fire occurred ‘which destroyed
resldence cccupled by K. L. Wilson. After an investigation by thils
hm-u t, Wilson was indieted by the grand jury on & charge of setting
injure the Insurer, Wilson was tried ot the May term, 1016, which
Festilted In & verdict for the defendant.
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DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY

On Decetuber 16, 1515, about 7 P. M. & fire broke out in th“
store of Harry Mitchnick. After an lavestigation by this T3
Mirehnick was indicted st the January term, 1918, charged with e
He was tried at the October term, 1916, the trial lasting several dgy,
The Jury wis out twenty-four hours and disagreed. The easa e any
wel for trial at the December term, 1916, at which time the i
withdrew big plen of not gutlty and entered a plea of gullty of satting fy
fire with Intent to burn and was fined $200.00 and sentenced to six montls
in jull, On the payment of the fine the defendant was paroled to M
Welnstock, ¥

JEFFERSON, GREENE OOUNTY,

On Decomber 28, 1915, about 2 A. M., & fire broke out which destromg

A furniture store belonging to Ross Potter. After  thorough investin
ton made by this department, Potter made a confesalon on February |
1916, that he set the fire himself for the purpose of collecting the s
snce money. On April 3, 1516, Potter entered a plea of gullty ﬂ!
d to the A Reformatory for o period of pot to excesd e

years
UNION TOWNSHIP, BLACK HAWK COUNTY,

On January 14, 1916, about 10 A. M., & fire occurred which destropd
the house occupled by W. H. Angell. After an Investigation by this &
partment Angell made a written confesslon on January 18, l!ll,_th
Bt the fire himsellf for the purpose of collecting the innurance money. &
Moy 26, 1916, Angell entered n plea of gullly In open court and was s
tenced to thirty years in the penitentiary, after which an order d‘“
was made withholding commitment for thirty days in order that s &
plieation could be made to the board of parole for clemency. On e
showing made, the defendant was paroled under certaln conditions

LENOX, TAYLOR COUNTY,

On February 6, 1816, about § P. M, & fire broke out destroying &
barn and contents owned and occupled by A, L. Page A w
vestigation disclosed the fact that Mrs A. L. Page had hired one | .
Hewlitt to burn the barn for n consideration of §100.00, Hewitt (hen Mng
one Hal Johnson Lo help set the fire. At the March term, 1916, indké
ments were returncd agalnst all three of the parties and on Mardk
1916, Mre. A. L. Page entered a plea of gullty lo the charge of proa
the burning und was fined $1000 and sentenced to one year In jalk
nil being ded during good bohavior. At the same (8
Deo Hewltt entered n plen of guilty to the eharge of setting the fine
was fined $750 and sentenced to oue year in Jail, the jail sentenee
suspended during good bohavior. Hal Johnson also entered 8
gullty and was paroled during good behnvior.

ind conlents owned and occupied by Thomas Seott
tion by this department disclosed the fact that of the

and two were milssing
the Jocal officars one Lee Lalr was arrested on a elnrgo

entered & plea of gullty to steallng the horses and was
Anamosa reformatory for a term of Len years,

% 1t b known that they expected
business.  Boon after Tocating,
take oot insuranece on #everal
days aftor the firet slectrienl
were reported to havo boen killed by tightning; the horses would be found
Under a tree to which hud boen nalled a wira fence; the troe would have
:‘muq of bark
ﬁﬂ.m" been siruek by lightning.  After the antmals had Iain o few
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NEW HAMPTON, CHICKASAW COUNTY
Un February 20, 1816, & fire bhroke oul fn an opera house building.
After an Investization by this department and the local officers Mrs
Catherine Nugent, aged €5 years, and her grandwon, Al Winters, aged
14 years. made confessions to the local officers that they set the fire to
cover up the lareeny of certals goods that were lu storage in the build-
Ing. and on March 13, 1916, both Mrs. Nogeol and Al, Winters entered a
plea of gullty and were oucli senteticed to the reformalory at Anamosa
for a period of five years. later the senlence was ehatged and Mes. Nu.
gent was sont to Jall for wix monthe and Winters was SNt to the reform.
atory untll ho should attain his wajority,

CENTER TOWNSHIP, WAPELLO COUNTY,

On the night of March 30, 1916, & fire occurred whith destroyed the
hogse and contunts owned and oceupled by Abraham Hatchett After an
investigation by this department Hatchett was Indicted at the April term,
1516, and tried May 195 1916, which trial resultod In & verdict for the
defendant.

BPRING VALLEY TOWNSHIP, DALLAS COUNTY,

On the night of April 24 1915, & fire occurred which destroyed & bara
An early investiga.
uine bead of horses

8 of soven i
by this 4 and
of having stolen
his erime. Lalr
sentenced to the

In the barn at the time of the fire only the
Pring the in i

e two misking horses und setting the fire to cover up

CLINTON TOWNSHIP, WAYNE COUNTY.
Dae of the most far rimching cases of

Plracy to b

o the attention of the department sinee its nearthed
ereatlon w

ihe above named location =

s undor various altases and operating in vari

9 t81ome, 1011, 0ot Ty : -l k oun locatlons since 1909

RES of money by means of fragdyl

The investigation disclosed the fact that per

Iarga
lossen.
some out-of-theway place and
to buy a ranch and engage In the horse
they would purchase wome good horses,
head with & $160 clause on each: a fow
storm In the neighborliood several horwes

t claims on alleged lvestoek
Of operation was to loeate in

Their plan

seratclied therefrom making it have the RppeArance

m-mmmmlummmm By that time
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the horses were bloated and otherwise In such a condition that j
impossible to make a close examination but upon representation u-
assured, appralsement notices were prepared and readily siEned, any
which they were sent to the Insurance company who (aid the losss

The dead horees were usually old, discarded plugs that hed een iy
to the slaughter and killed in the place of Lie good horses that wory
sured.

After the money had been collected, the partles would change locatie
as well a8 name, go through the ssme process in the new locality my
they were closed In on by this department, This occurred after they by
filed a clalm for §600 on account of four horses that were suppossd i
have been killed by lghtniong In June, 1916,

During the investigation, photographs were taken of the tree supposl
19 have been struck by lightning. the jaws and feel of the horses e
removed, the serviees of an expert veterinary surgeon were called In wip
testified that the horses ranged from .15 Lo 30 years. or past the goemis
age, instead of belng horses 5 of 6 years of nge as claimed by the s

At the close of the Investigution which exlended over weeks, we el
the attention of Hon. Claude R. Porter. U. 8. district attorney for thy
Southern district of lowa, to the evidence and an Information wes S
in the Federal court for conspiracy to use the malls for the purpose &
defrauding an (nsurance company,

As a result of this action Grant Napler alins J. D. Lewls, Mrs Gragt
Napler alias Lilly Lewis, Anoa Napler alias Ann Morgan and O
Napler alins 0. K. Wilson were indlcted by the federal grand jury,

Mra. Lllly Naplor nlias Lilly Lewls was apprehended by the goven
ment offlcials, entered o plea of gullty and was sentenced to the Fodenl
penitentiary In Kansas for a term of two years. The others mentiossl
are fugitives from justice and have not as yet been apprehonded.

In this partioular case wo feel that the department has been lnstr
mental in breaking up the operations of one of the most dangerons gey
in the Middle West

HEDRICK, KEOKUK COUNTY.

On June 5, 1916, about one A. M., a fire broke out in the garaps €
E. O. Thorne. Investigation was made by this department and the ol
officers which resulted In the arrest of one Johin Shaffer. AL the piv
lminary hearing Shaffer was held to the grand jury. Shaffer was i
dicted on a charge of breaking und entering, also for arson. Previes
1o this fire Shaffer had been arrested and charged with bresking &l
entering the same garnge, On this charge he was tried at the Octo
term, 1916, and was convicted and sentenced to Anamosa utl.ﬂ“
ten years. The two Indietments for the alleged crime committed on Ji
5, 1916, are still pending.

DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY.

On June 9, 1916, a fire occurred in a residence at 31st and Center S
Soon after the fire George Jackson, 15 years old, made a confemies

.
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COity Detective McDonald that he, Jackson, set the fire On June 24, 1918
young Jackson Was #ent 10 the Industrial school for boys gt Eldora v x

SIOUX CITY, WOODRURY COUNTY

Un the night of July I, 1916, a fire broke out in (he grocery siore of
Sam Manfito. After an jnvestization, Menfito was arrested charged -It.‘.;
setting the fire and was held to the grand jury.  This mse Ls otil! pendiag

SANBORN, O'BRIEN COUNTY

During the monthe of July, August and Septemiber, 1916, & serios of 14
fires occurred In Sanborn which aroused great conoern, so that ihis de
partment was appenled to for help.  After a thorough lavestigntion Ralps
Beaham, Donald Irving, Dick Hoftman, Louls Bernier and Jotin }'-Ihv--
kamp, boys ranging In akes from 7 to 13 years, made writtey n‘.mlmhn:
to & representative of this office 1o the effect that they set the fires in
g " was filed ] the boys and they were held L
appear before the Judge of the Juvenlle court at the November torm a*
which time they were paroled. No suspiclous fires have sloce been re
ported from that locality.

EAGLE GROVE, WRIGHT COUNTY.

Infor

In July and August. 1616, & serlos of fires ocrurred In the business dis.
trict of Eagle Grove. An investigation was being made by o represents.
tve of this office In connnction with the Jocal officers which resalted in
4 written confession belng made by Rue Codner to the chiof of pollée at
Eagle Grove lo the effect that he, Codner, set the fires On October o
1516, Codner was Indicted und antorod o plos of gnllty and was Oned um;
and sentenced to four monthe In jall, One of the poculine elreumstancos
In connection with thin case In that Codner was u member of the fire comn-
pany at the tme the fires wore sot.

VILLISCA, MONTGOMERY COUNTY,

On August 13, 1816, about 9:15 P, M, a fire
5 s . M., oceurred which dest
dwelllng house and contents owned and oceupled by Alva P-nuu_m::u:
An luvestigution by this department, Paiton msde & written conlessjon
that he l:tulh: fire for the purpose of collecting the insurance. Patton wus
Indicted nluMunhnntnntyaMmhduwmm
Rl for & period of stx months. =

CEDAR RAPIDS, LINN COUNTY.

Mulhamuhﬂ&ml.l!li.nnﬂndnl

roa oceurred at Ceda;

:ﬂnummmhthounuﬂummmmu:

ﬁ-:luwmllammwndnrnelmmmumunlh
occurred was vut on parole. After the fires of August, 19

WES sent (o the tnstitution for fesble minded child at (II‘ 1.: i

MAHASKA COUNTY.

Muth»mu“d\umllum nories
, 1916, a of barn
il-l:nﬂnlnlhh-ua.xnm and Washington counties. A thorougih
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Investigation was being made by this department and on October 14 J5i¢
one Jesse Montgomery of White Oak township, Malinska county, we g
ralgned before the « fuat % of | Ity of Mahask W!.i‘

October 16, 1918, committed him to the lnsane hospital at My, H,.:
Montgomery had beep mentally deranged for severnl years and thers
some very strong circumstances which temded 1o show that
was responsible for some of thess fires. In any event no susplcions fa
bave been reported from that pelghborhood since his detention

KEOKUK, LEE COUNTY,

On September 6, 1916, about 12:30 A. M., a fire otcurred which party
destroyed the dwelllng house and contents ocoupled by H,
Smith, After an investigation by a representative of this office Smith vy
arrested and arralgned before the Superior Court hut was releassd on thy
ground of insufficlent evidence.

SI0UX CITY, WOODBURY COUNTY.,

On the night of Detober 2, 1916, a fire occarred In & wotion pleture the
operated by J. Waters and Georze Ammerman which resulted In the nrmg
ot both Waters and Ammerman for setting the fire. Both Waters aad is
morman are under indictment.

PERRY, DALLAS COUNTY.

On October 13, 1916, about one A M., & fire destroyed & barn oo
by Mrs, A. Woodard, An investigation was made by a representative
hin dupartment, who took the statement of one Alhert Littls, wha 4
ted that ho had been prowling around these premises in the middle of th
night and was also under the influence of llquor. Proviously Little bl
boen committed to the hospital for inebrintes at Knoxville on & ples ¥
guilty of having set fires to barna in Perry, and at the time of the fe
fn question Little was out on parole. At the close af this investiptia
Little was returned to the hospital for Inebristes for the remainder of &

term, which will expire July 23, 1917,
CASS TOWNSHIP, HARRISON COUNTY.

mmmmtamnmamnmmumﬂ
Persin n-mmmmmwmdrmulﬁ ]
mumﬂﬂlnlhmﬂdlmmﬂmd&m d
ummmmu:umﬂndwﬂdmmuﬂ o
map was adjudged Insane and committed to the insane hospital ot @
rinda November 1, 1916
DIAMOND LAKE TOWNSHIP, DICKINSON COUNTY.

On Decemboer 18, 1916, about one A, M., u fire oecurred (o the -
of one L4, Dierks which entirely destroyed the bullding and contests 1
first Dierks clalmed that when he arrived home that night someond
him fn the arm. Dierks then went to the nelghbors and called the d
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1§ ]
elainiing thal previous ta the fire he had received bl
oive ackhand e
manding money. The sherifl of Dickinson county bocame ""P!::L"l de
wery Active. an a resall of wiileh a confesslon was made by hlﬂklm;ad
gary 1, 1917, thaut Ko had shot bimself In the xtm afier having set m:"h“'
. s

on fire by the use of Lerascae which he N
On January 2, 1917, Dierks pieaded m]l;"““-“:\-lr;:r::...;n:‘.;;unmtm
introt to burn 4nd was fined $500 and sentenced 10 ons day In jall r:n:’:h
ales wigned & watver on §3.000 lesurance on bullding and anm-u .
Not only were more eouvietions seoured in 1918 thay i. ;
previous year, bhut the pereentagze of such convietions Ilna'tl" ¢
the prosecutions instituted, was mucl greator t!mnltlur:n upm:
stmilar period sinee the ereation of the departuiont K any
Much of this resolt was due to the experionce and skill
deputy unil assistanis in guthering ovidenes and seor didin
sions from many of the muilty parties, curing eonfes-

STATISTICAL INFORMATION—TANLE 1.

The lmtiu!p of this table have been briefly st out in the intr
dm:.: ;w.r;mn of this report. By months the fire losses and th:
pumber of fires report i i ;

.: ported to this office for the year 1916 were as

Manth,

. No. of Fires, Loss,
vad e puiai gl § HIK.260
o 400 sz
it} 400,458
o 8 75,904
. 268 278,680
. 152 238,221
. 338 183,105
. M 3sian
. 385 540,282
109 267,503
238 168,030
. i 983,228
un §5,091,242

ﬁeT:nh?e ﬂnnl-m for the month of January is aceounted for by
res WI_:mh oecnreed ab Ottamwa and Muoseatine involving
"'HTMWIINR 45,027,

ik Bl::-u:lri[: Il;m during the month of February is accounted for
iasst ubngue which destroyed property to the value of
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The excessive fire loss during the month of December is areounte]
for by three fires oecurring in Cedar Rapids, Creston and Oskaloowg
in which there was an aggregate loss of $412,740.

The total loss sustained during the months of January, P.M
and Decomber amounted to almost 467 of the entire fire Jos of
the state,

TABLE IL

This table contains & list of the kinds of structures
or damaged, the value of the buildings, the damage thereto, the valus
of the contents, the damage thereto, and the character of the build.
ings destroyed or damaged.

Classified by use, the ten highest classes of property affected by
fires come in the following order:

Kind of Structure,

Restaurants and cafes .....
Automoblles ...... AR

$4,122878

Comparing some of the figures in the sbove table with those
pertaining to the same classes of property set out in the report
far the year 1915, we note the following :

There was an inercase of 411 in the number of dwelling
destroyed or damaged and the aggregate loss is $154,733 greater
than in 1915,

The number of barns destroyed or damaged wis 83 greater, aod
the damage thereto 222732 greater than 1915,

The inerease in the number of fires affecting dwellings and barss
and also in the increased damage thereto is largely accounted for
by the fact that while the summer of 1915 was quite wet that of 2
great portion of 1916 was dry.

There was & most enconraging reduction in the damage Iﬂ
ing from store fires as compared with that of 1915, While 1
was an inerease of 9 in the number of store fires reported, e
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damage to buildings and eontents during the last VOur was $4495.
604 less than in 1915, ‘

While thore was an inerease of 9 in the number of sehoolloises
destroyed or damagesl, there was 0 decrease of FI27M in the
pmount of damage to buildings and eontents,

There wis also an inerease of 21 in the number of ehy rehes des-
troved or dwmaged, and an inerease in the damage 1o buildings
end contents of this chareter amounting to $63,774.

One of the causes which contributes to ehuroh and sshoolhouse
fires is the indifferent and sometimes poor janitor serviee whieﬁ
too often prevails in these buildings.  An added danger to the larger
sehool Buildings is the general introduction of domestic seienes
and industrial training. These wided dangers should be earefully
safeguarded aguinst, 2

TABLE 111,
This table contains a summary of the canses of the fires reported
Ll

the number of properties destroyed or damaged from each cause,
and the amount of damage to the buildings and vontents, Clnni:

fied in their order by ber, the ten high | are as foll -
X (‘::m Number. Laows.
R | $2.466,260
Bparks from fue . e BEG mlﬂC
Adjoining fires .. . 486 013:3
Defective Muos ., , s B4B lili.ﬁ::
LIgHtatng .....ooovnnnninnnns 177 200,204
Spontaneous combistion 154 200,153
Incendiary and probably Incendiary...... 132 ﬂ?:ﬂl
Children and matehes ... .......,....... " 24,168
Smoker's carelessness . . . . !l»l.ﬂh
Match carelossness . .., BI:“I
Ly TR P Ny g 3.4 $4,777,082
RECOMMENDATIONS.

B"“_‘ upen experience during my ineumbeney of the present
office in dealing with fire hazardons conditions, 1 would most
'provtfulb" urge the need of legislation along the following lines:

1 Pfomm! for the inspection both state and loeal of electrie
wiring, T‘hummh‘m by reason of the constantly in-
::d‘;g use of electricity not only for light hut for heat and power

inereasing losses resulting from defeetive eleetrie wiring.
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2. The almost universal use of gasoline and the consequent men.
aee both to property and to life resulting from sueh use necessitates
the ensctment of a gasoline storage law, or a law making it manda.
tory upon municipalities to make provision by ordinance for sah
storage,

3. Standardization of chimneys, flues and roofs in ecities and
towns, and providing that no shingle roofs be permitted hereafter
upon buildings in cities of a certain elass.

The old fashioned shingle roof is not only a constant fire menase
but experience has shown that it is a most potent foree in proma.
ing eonflagrations of which there were several in the United States
during the past year.

4. A law regulating moving picture shows, specifying the eon-
struction of the booth, the number of exits, width of aisles, seating,
ete.

5. Provision for the inspection of gasoline and carbide lighting
systems.

6. Inasmuch as fully 90% of the fire alarms in all cities and
towns are given by telephone, there is need of a law preseribing
the duties and responsibility of teleph companies and operatars
in the matter of receiving and promptly turning in fire alarms.

7. I renew the recommendation made in my Fourth Annual Re-
port that there is need of a law prohibiting the leasing of a build-
ing for human occupancy unless it measures up to a certain standard
both as respects sanitation and safety from fire.

Our inspection work has afforded us opportunities to see mueh
of the life of the poor in our cities and towns. While it might be
a hardship to compel a man who owns the modest cabin or shack he
occupies to give up its use, there is no excuse for permitting the

well-to-do landlord to lease a building to others unless the sams is

reasonably fit for human habitation.
CONCLUSIO