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Fifth Annual Report, State Fire Marshal

For the year 1915, 3,810 fires were roported to this office invaly.
ing o loss of §6,006.914. The property involved in these fires was
valned at 25811380, OF the loss thus reported, property to the
value of 4,611,166, was covered by insurance, ledving an exeess
of loss over insuranee amonnting to $1.895,748. and involving
1,189 properties.  Included in this exeess are 444 properties in.
volving a loss of #170473, upon which no insurance was carried,

The number of fires reported in 1915 was 486 less than in 1914,
but the total fire loss during 1915 execeded that of 1914 by #147,929.

The fire loss of 1915 was less by $285,731, than that of 1913,
The average daily fire loss of the year amounted to #16,457, and
the avernge loss in each fire was %1576,

During the year six fires occurred in each of which tho loss ex.
ceeded $100,000, and three in each of which the loss was more than
F90.000, as follows:

Junuary 16, 8toax CIEY......c0oiiiiniiiiiiininin, 3 8593
JRIOATY "R DBYONPOFE. + o o cvie cimniahitseeisn mlh snhawass 52,000
February 21, Des Molnes. . ... ......,.... 148,300
April 27, DUDBQUA. ..o i nreeeie e rans . 18,755
May 15, Logam.....ic\.iuvioess . . 118,766
November 15, Fort Dodge. ... cie 206875
November 17, CHOtOD. ... cvoiiiinsainis e 235300
December 20, Burllngton. ........i.oovviiiniaiin.  S0881
December 29, Davenport............. 99,043

) DNy T 10 & Py e $1.408,473

The loss sustained in these pine fires exeeeds 24 per eent of the
total fire loss of the state,

The number of dwellings burned was 1,811, and the loss on build-
ings was £740,941, and on the contents $282.461,

The sound value of these dwellings was reported at $3,752,915,
and that of their contents at #1,296,712,

The number of barns burned was 495, and the loss on buildings
Wwas £344,054, and on the contents $235,736.

The sound value of the barns was reported at $375,880, and that
of their contents at §285,008.
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The number of stores burned was 358, and the loss an i
was $420,998, and on the contents #1562 356, o

The sound value of the stores was reported at $2.556,850, and
that of their contents at $4,704,741.

The number of factories burned was 41, and the loss on build.
ings was £195,013, and on the contents £345,750.

The sound value of the factories damaged was reported at $699.-
525, and that of their contents at §1,341 618,

One hundred six deaths were reported as the direet result of fire,
Of this number 38 were women and 48 were children. In 34 casms
fatal to life gasoline or conl oil was involved. Nine children were
fatally burned as & result of playing with matches or fire, or be
ing in elose proximity to a bonfire.

Inspeetions of buildings and premises to the number of 420 were
made in 101 different cities and towns in the state, upon the basis
of which there wers issued 83 orders to remove buildings, 116
clean-up orders, 87 repair orders, 104 orders to chaoge, and 14
orders to clean and repair, or a total of 374 orders.

One hundred sisty.seven suspicious fires werw investigated in
106 separate places in 63 different counties of the state,

In addition to & number of indictments pending from the pre
vious yeur, meution of which was made in my last repart, 32 ar-
rests and prosecutions were had during 1915, OF the cases which
came to trinl, 4 resulted in convictions and sentences to the peni.
tentinry or reformatory, 4 were paroled by the eourt after pleas
of guilty, 6 were sentenced to the industrial school for boys, 3
wers sent to the hospitals for the insane, 9 were aequitted, 2 cases
were dismissed by the county attorney, in § enses no indietment
was found, 1 was released by the local officers apon promise 1o
leave the state, and 5 indietments are still pending. These totals
inelude five enses disposed of on indictments secured the previous
year,

Appended hereto ns a part of this report are five tables which
sot out in detail the reports of the fires and the work of inspection
and investigntion done by this office.

Table 1 shows the number of fires reported, by counties, the
value of the buildings aud contents involved, the damage to build-
ings and contents, the total insurance on buildings and contents,
the number of fires partially covered by insurance, the amount of
exeess of loss over insurance, the number of fires affecting property
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without any insurance and the total loss erty
by insurance, e

Table II shows the pature and character of the buildi
stroyed or damaged, the value of cach, the uno:nt ofI::‘ A
thereto, the value of the contents of each and the damage thcx
the kind of material of which ach was ronstroet
the loss was total or partial. ) LI i

Table 111 contains a summary of the origi

. g and eause
various fires reported, the pumber of each and the damage :: m
boildings and contents, speeified by eanses.

Table IV contains a list of the cities and 1 i i

_ onta owns in-

speetions of dilapidated buildings and inBammalhle m:litmu?hchw::
made, the number of places inspected at each point and the n
ber and kind of orders issued, based upon such inspections -
'lek_ v wivu_ a list of the places at which investigations of fires
of suspicious origin were made and the date whe investiga-
tion was commenced, P

FIRE PREVENTION EDUCATION,

1 have continued to urge upon superintendents and teachers i
our public schools the value and importance o s
w;k a|i‘nng Zm prevention lines mquhl:d by In:.‘ Qi sy

.ol is end I caused to be published during the
copies of a revised and improved edition of Bnlluliny;::r 12 5'0::0
pared by me for use in the publie schools of the state, a'ntl.hpn .
distributed the same to the teachers through the vario mnntw
m;l ::ly superintendents, = )
} ve reason 1o believe that the law is fairly wel i
D most ai: our schools, although 1 have mmx«h
Lr:m localitios that both fire drills and the giving of instruction in

causes and fire dungers were noglected. In all sueh [T
rquest by me for compliance with the law has been invariahly met
by assurance that the same would be had,

FIRE PROTECTION.

While great advance has been made in the last years
;tuwofmuﬁnnuhcﬁmﬂnpmth::rmx
h:n;plmmnﬂl far from being as efMicient as they ought

In too wany localities the eity anthorities

: are unreasonably par-
“ummmmmahmz
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the chief is frequently ||na_h!n to obtain either the apparatus g
the men neeessary to an ¢fficient fire fighting foree,

In all of our larger eities and in many of the swaller ones, fhe
old and faithful fire team has been supplanted by the moder
swift-traveling automobile truck. This is a desirable iﬂl;'!n\'ﬂmt:
for mueh valuable time is thus saved in reaching the plaes of the
fire.

There i still need, especially in the smaller eities and towns
where volunteer fire departments are maintained, of o better sy
tom of giving alarms, more frequent drills by the men who .
stitute the various fire departments, and the frequent testing of
the hydrants. The greatest nevds of the average fire depactnen,
are:

(a) A water system with sufficient supply and pressure.

(h) Good, modern apparatus and a system of signals and
alarms that will operate promptly and effectively,

(¢) Eficiency and freedom from political favoritism in the
make-up of the men who constitute the department.

The modern fire chief must not only fight the blaze but he ought
to fight the conditions that produce it. The up-to-date fire chief

must be un advoeate of Fire Prevention as well as a leader in

Fire Protection,
INSURANCE AND FIRE PREVENTION.

The amount of insnranee carried by an individual ofttimes bers
u very close relation to the care exercised by him in the matter
of preventing fires.

The principal insurance hazords are earelessness and erime
These sre moral. not physical hazards. They are greatly inereassl
by over-insurance.

Over-insurance tempts the weak and encourages the eareless. It
places a badge of suspicion upon the honest man who meets with
a legitimate loss, and causes his premium contributions to exeeed
the insurance value received.

The best way to muke the enreless man careful and the erimingl
less active is to absolutely prevent these and all others from
curing insurance in excess of the value of the property i -

Po this end reform is necessary in onr manner of writing i~
suranee. Provision should be made for certain legal qualifications
upon the part of the agent, and no risk should be assumed without
previous personal inspection. 1f every property owner were 6ot
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pcﬂt‘fi by law to earry at least a small portion of the risk himself,
and if every um-.nl Iul'hn permittad over-insurance were held to t)
same _dwﬂ-._- of liability as one who appropriates the money of hl"-
principal to his own use, a noticeable reduetion in im-rmii; i
would take place. o
) As _n further means of discouraging carclessness, T most heartily
indorse the sentiment of a resolution nnanimously adopted by th
Tenth Annual Convention of the Fire Maral:n];' \miuﬁ:n :
I! - + . " s = &

North Ameriea i fau_. or of state or municipal logislation desi ned
t'.' assss upon individouls, firms or eorporations the cost o; c.

nnml.udunq or attempting to extinguish all fires Ol‘l'.lll'!‘"illﬁ in uf'
premises of |?n» sutne, whenever sueh fires are the pesult ol l'nilur::
to_eomply with any law, ordinance, or lawful regulation or pe-
quirement of any state or municipal authority enacted miad

for the prevention of fire, = y

ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS.
LEMARS, PLYMOUTH COUNTY.

On January 1, 1915, a fire took place i
eertain property owned by one Von pBarg. a:-):: #:;:ed;::t’:;g
e?ufpm! to Deputy Tracy that he set this fire, Huxtable was § ‘?
d'IE!ed l':y the grand jury of Plymouth County at its Janu 4
;Ln.m:_hen wnr:rnut was issued for him, he could not ben;y lll:-

ictment is still pending. iy

CEDAR RAPIDS, LINN COUNTY,

Elmer Shea, a boy sixteen
1 years old, to whom reference
made in my last report was committed ustria o
to the Ind
Bolynl ;t Eldors on January 26, 1015, i
anuary, 1915, Orla Clark was indicted Iy j
: , y the
:::mur; Bt‘mn:r{alchngui with setting fire to his barlmr':;:: ’uﬂz
15e eame to on June 1, 1915, an i i !
diet in favor of the defendant. R

CENTERVILLE,, APPANOOSE COUNTY.,

“%n Deeeplu:r 9.’ 1914, a fire occurred in a confectionery store
¢ Uenterville. This fire was thoroughly investignted by Assistant
ml!rl:;: with the result that the evidence gathered by him was
g re the grand jury of Appanoose County, which hody
fnuary, 1915, sessiou indicted Allie Joseph. Goorge Seid,
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and Charley Albert charging them with the erime of burning to
injure the insurer. On February 5, 1915, the trial of Albert and
Seid was commenced and on February 14, 1015, the jury returnei
a verdiet of guilty, and each of the defendants was sonteneed 1
serve ten years at the Fort Madison penitentiary, These eases ame
now pending on appeal in the supreme court.
On April 28, 1915, the case of Allie Joseph was hrought to trigl
At the eonclusion of the evidence, the court directed n verdiet for
the defendant on the alleged ground that the indietment was de.
feetive,
KEOBAUQUA, VAN BUREN COUNTY,
In the month of January, 1915, the grand jury of Van Buren
County returned an indictment against Jesse Parker of Keossugua
ehurg-fng him with the erime of burning to injure the insurer. The
caseé was brought to trial in the month of August, 1915, and e
sulted in the acquittal of the defendant.

ALBIA, MONROE COUNTY.

On February 24, 1915, Dr. C, G. Hoover was arrested eharged
with arson. Before a hearing was had on this charge, Dr. Hoover
was taken before the commissioners of insanity and was by them
adjudged insane, and on February 27, 1915, was committed to the
hospital at Mt. Pleasant.

OBLWEIN, FAYETTE COUNTY.

arch 1, 1915, J. H. Richards and wife were ar

m(:ldo:u:lbnb:;nl(: over to await the action of the g'rmd jury, for

setting fire to a building with intent to injure the insurer, %
parties were indicted by the grand jury of Fayette Connty.

trial of Mrs. Richards which was concluded on'iuy r 15{15. e

sulted in a verdict of not guilty. The ease agninst Mr. Richards

was subsequently dismissed by the county attorney.
DIKE, GRUNDY COUNTY.

On or about March 13, 1015, the grnnd. jury of Grnnd_:! Mum
indicted one M. E. Cowell charging him 'mth the lmrnin:tnl a
and contents occupied by 8. E. Mulkins. .M!t_ar a trinl lasting
from September 6 to 11, 1915, a ve:dietufmqumdwurdﬂﬂld

by ths jury. AKRON, PLYMOUTH COUNTY,

i local offieialt
On or about March 30, 1015, upon eomplaint of 3
one Fred Smith was arrested charged with burning an elevator
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Akron, Smith was bound over to the

grand jury, but that body
failed 1o return an indictment.

NODAWAY TOWNSHIP, PAGE COUNTY

Iu April. 1915, the grand jory of Page County indicted one
(Myde Hiser on the charge of nrson. Hiser was a boy fourteen
years of sge who admitted in a confession made 1o Assistant Frow.
jek, of this department, that he had set fire to o schiool house in
the township for the purpose of Ygetting even with the teacher,""
When & bench warrant was issued and placed in the hands of the
sheriff, it was diseovered Hiser could not be found,

MARION TOWNSHIP, DAVIS COUNTY.

On April 7, 1915, a fire destroyed a dwelling in Marion Town.
ship, Davis County, owned by J. F. Hopking, The evidenes gath-
ered pointed to one Walter Smith as the party probably guilty of
setting this fire. Swith was subsequently indicted. convieted and
senteneeid to the penitentinry,

Specinl eredit for seeuring this conviction is due to the connty
attorney and the loeal officials of Davis Connty,

UNIONVILLE, APPANODOSE COUNTY,

On June 9, 1915, fire destroyed a sehool house in Udell Town.
ship, Union County. Upon complaint of loeal officials Mrs, Alice
Gerloek was arrested charged with the erime of burning the same,
and was bound over to await the action of the grand jury., That
body, however, failed to find an indictment against her,

ARMSTRONG, EMMET COUNTY,

Ou or about July 5, 1915, one Godfrey Knight was arrestod
by the local officials of Armstrong eharged with setting fire to the
Jail at that place. He was, however, released by the anthorities
there upon the alleged condition that he leave the stale.

MAPLETON, MONONA COUNTY.

On August 3, 1915, John B. Folek made n confession to Deputy
Tracy of having set seven fires during a period of several years
at or near the place where he lived—about nine miles south of
Mapleton, Monona County. Young Folek was arrested and houud
OVer to await the action of the grand jury. Upon investigation it
was found that his cuse was one of pyromanis aud he was com.
mitted to the Hospital for the Insane at Cherokes by the eom-

i of Monona County,
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GREENFIELD, ADAIR COUNTY.

On August 12, 1915, Virgil Havens, a boy sixteen years
made n eonfession to Assistant Frowick that he lad set thiree
fires in the town of Greenfield, The conféssion and other evidoges
gathered was placed in the hands of the county attorney of Adai
County who placed the matrer before the judge of the distris
court, with the result that young Havens was paroled to his
father during good belavior.

CRESTON, UNION COUNTY.

During the August term of the distriet court of Union County,
Osear Roseniow and €, L, Lindahl. two young men who bad pre
viously been arrested eharged with complieity in several firs
which had recently taken place in the ', I3, & Q. R. R. yards of
that ecity, pleaded guilty to the eharge of attempting to set firss
to buildings, and each was senteneed to serve three years st
the reformatory at Anamosa, The sentences were, however, sus
pended by the eourt upon certain conditions,

BOONE COUNTY,

At two o'clock a. m., August 2, 1915, a fire took place in the
dwelling house of T. J. Smalley in Des Moines Township, Boone
County, doing some damage to the huilding and contents. This
fire was set by one Arthur Lumley, a nephew of Mr, Smalley, who
had murdered his uncle and set the building on fire to eover up
the erime. Later Lumley confessed to the authorities at Booue
and on August 23, 1915, wus sentenced to the penitentiary for life,

COUNCIL BLUFFS, POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY.

On September 3, 1015, John L. Price was imliut«.i by the grand
jury of Pottawattamie County charged with the erime t_ll' burning
an inhabited dwelling in the night time, This indietment i
still pending.

In p:he eag'ly part of September, 1915, a number of fires took
place in the teley hange at C il Bluffs. Shortly there-
after Adolph Elgan, a boy fifteen years old, made confession thl
he set the fires in question, Elgan was arrested, p‘lmled nux
in juvenile court and was sentenced to the industrial sehool -
boys at Eldora for six years, but was subsequently paroled to
father during good behavior,

Following an investigation made
a fire which oceurred at Council Bluffs,

hone ex

by Assistant Zimmerman of
v on or about November
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20, 1915, 6. W. Robinson and Mrs. G. W. Robinson wore arrested
eharged with the erime of setting fire, and hoth wore lield to await
the action of the grand jury, which body at its Janpary, 1916,
term returned an indictment against them. This indictment is
still pending,

OTTUMWA, WAPELLO COUNTY,

In the Intter part of October, 1915, William Pickens and B. H.
Hammersley were indieted by the grand Jury of Wapello County
charging Hammersley with the erime of bumiing, and Piekens
with that of causing to be burned property with intent to injure
the insurer. The ease of Pickens came to trial on or about No-
vember 15, 1915, and vesulted in a verdiet of acquittal, A little
while later Mr. Hammersley was placed on trial and after the
evidenee upon the part of the state had been introdueed a verdiet
of acquittal was dirceted by the court.

SI0UX CITY, WOODBURY COUNTY,

A number of fires took place in Sionx City during the summer
and fall of 1914 and 1915, all of which appeared to originate in
a similar manner and all having indications of ineendinrism. An
investigation of these fires was made in October, 1915, by Deputy
J. A. Traey with the result that he secured several confessions of
complicity in the setting of ut least six different fires, Arrests
and prosecutions followed with the result that on December a0,
1915, Osear D. Knudson, Bud Gath and Osear Johnson were sont
to the industrial school for boys at Eldora to there remain until
they are twenty-one years of age; and on January 17, 1016, Eddie
C. Thorngreen was committed to the same institution,

On the night of October 14, 1915, three barn fires took place in
Sioux City.. One William Tracy was suspected of setting these
fires and was placed under arrest. He was aftorwards taken be-
fore the commissioners of insanity by which body he was ad-
Judged insane on October 18, 1915, and was committed to the hos
pital at Cherokes,

IRA, JASPER COUNTY.

On or ahnut_Dm:emher 9, 1915, William Schelker was indicted
by ﬁl_t‘ grand jury of Jasper County for setting fire to u barber
8hop in Ira. This indictment is still pending.

Reforence was made in my last report to indictments pending
sgainst W. T. Layton of Sigourney, Keokuk County, and Charles
Namur, of Des Moives, Polk County.
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Kind of Structure Number Losa
Dwelllngs ...... ... v ey ba e Lias #daBLL $1.023 402
BArAR. < civarsany A 579,790
Stores ... .. STl e e A 1,988,754
OfMice bulldings and oflees. ... ... ... 82 185,768
Restaurants and cafes........... T4 62,519
BhopE .,iscciaspennnus xaca v 2L 118,068
CArAKDS . :v-vicicanniais £ 70 83,710
Automoblles , .. .. 54 16,407
BUBAE o5 540 e onevshfains . 48 4
Storage houses teohe .- 4T 110,768
EOREE iy 4 rascs 2 s sm oo +.3,120 $4,163,266

Comparing some of the figures in the above table with those
pertaining to the same classes of property set out in the report
for the year 1914, we note the following:

The pumber of dwellings destroyed or damaged 18 69 less than
in 1914, and the aggregate loss is $85,358 less than in that year.

There was & most encouraging rednetion in the harn fires as
well as in the aggregate damage to this elass of property, The
reduetion in the number of barns damaged or destroyed was
199, and the reduction in the loss $322.392 a8 compared with the
prévious year.

This very marked improvement ean be attributed to the nn-
nsually wet I , the al of many severa elestrieal
storms, and to the greater care exercised, especially by many of
the farmers, in preventing barn fires.

The number of store buildings destroyed or damaged was 5 less
than that of 1914, but the loss resulting therefrom in 1915 aggre
gates $282,035 more than in the preceding year. :

There was an inerease of 9 in the number of antomobile garages
burned, and an increase of $8,020 in the amount of damage to
the same.

Fifty-four nutomobiles were reported as damaged or destroyed,
entailing a loss of $16407. This does not inelude a much greater
number which were burned while in the garages and whose loss
is included in the contents of the latter.

TABLE IIL

This table contains n snmmary of the causes of the fires re.
ported, with the number of properties destroyed or damaged from
cach cause and the amount of the damage to the buldings and
contents. Classified in their order by number, the ten highest
¢lassos are as follows:
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t‘:nu’ Number Loss
Unknown Tk 456023
Sparks from fue. E ::'h: "'il‘::.g':;:
Adjoining fires 28 792,018
Defectiva flines : - 310 360,721
Lightaing ... : . 201 57,130
Spontancous combustion ............. 138 *ss'n".-:
Match carelessness . .. .. 107 -16'1"'51.
Incendiary and probably § au 1;-|:‘ﬂé~
Children and matclies iina 78 ;ﬂlu‘u;
Defective electric wiring, .. ... 73 229,307
v (O e N s 1 $1,808,248

The fires reported as of incendiary or probably ineendiary
origin during the year 1915 numbered 99 or 2.6 per eent of the
total number of fires reported, while the loss from said rause
during the year aggregates $120897 or 200 per cent of the
total fire loss of the state,

During the year 1914 the number of incendisry or prohably
incendiary fices amounted to 2.8 per cent of the total number of
fires reported, while the loss from said cause aggregated 2.5 per
vent of the total fire loss of the state,

Under the designation “incendiary or probahly insondiary '
fires are enumerated only those of which there is evidence of
ineendinrism.

Undoubtedly not a few of the fires whose origin is reported
and elassiicd as “nuknown' are the vesult of ilesign,

While the number of fires reported as of *“‘unknown' origin
is loss by 181 than those that were so designated in last year's
report the loss during the year 1915 exceeds that of 1914 by
£242,760,

Thero were 70 less **lightning"* fires in 1915 than in 1914, and
the loss incurred by reason of these fires was $£146,502 less than
in 1914,

Compared with 1914, there is a decrease in the loss from fires
eaused by *‘sparks from flue,” and a very slight decrease in the
fire damage where ** defective flues’ is the cause. Both the nnm-
ber of these fires and the resulting damage is entirely too large
and eonld be materially reduced by the exercise of greater care,

Defeetive electrie wiring appears to be an ever inerensing
souree of fire danger. The number of such fires reported in
1915 was larger than ever before, amounting to 73, and the re.
sulting loss to $229,307,
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RECOMMENDATIONS,

Based upon experience during the past four and oue-half yeary
in dealing with fire causes, 1 would respectfully sugggest the nesd
of legislation along the following lines :

1. Provision for inspeetion both state and local of electris
wiring. This is made necessary by reason of the constantly in.
ereasing number of fires resulting from defective electrie wiring.

2 The slmost universal use of gasoline and the increasing
menace both ta property and to life resulting from such use ne
cossitites the enactment of a gasoline storage law, or a law
making it mandatory upon munivipalities to make provision by
ordinance for such storage,

4. Standardization of chimneys, flues and roofs in cities and
towns,

4§ A law regulating moving picture shows, specifying the eon-
struetion of the booth, number of exits, width of aisles, seating,

ete. Al
5. Irovision for the inspection of gasoline and earbide light-

ing systems. 3 .
6. Inasmuch as fully 90 per eent of the fire alarms in all eities

and towns are given by telephone, there is need of a law pre-
seribing the duties and responsibilities of telephone amm-
and operators in the matter of receiving and promptly turning iu
fire alarms. .

7, My deputy and assistants have rendered diligent and faith.
ful serviee. Had I the means to employ more men, }he w:orkul
inspection could be greatly enlarged and that of investigation
be made more thorough and effective, To this end 1 would urge
an additional appropriation for the support of the department by
the next general assembly.

STATE FIRE MARSHAL 19

TADLE NO L
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