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Hu Euellency, WtLLU..14 L.&.nnA1ni:x, Governor of I 01ou: 

SJR-Agneable to chapter 150 of the Code, as amended by eeotion 

~, chapter 175, laws of tho Nineteenth General Assembly, I have t.be 

honor to snbmit to you the report of the department of Publio In

st.ruotion for the bie~nial term ending June SO, 1886 . 

1 

. J. W. Ax1rns, 

Superintendent of P ulJlir Instruction. 



PREFACE. 

The law r equiring that the report of \be Superintendent 11hall be 
made on the 15th day of August preceding the regular se11sion of 
the General Assembly, and that it shall cover the biea nial period 
eodiog June 30th, leads to confusion, and tenders i t impossible for 
the:Superintendeot to report the condition of education in the 11everal 
counties up to or near to the date of the issue of his report. Thie re
port although issued August 15, 1887, contains nothing from the 
several counties later than October, 1886, and all this valuable and 
interesting information is therefore almost an entire year behind the 
appearance of the report. The statistics relating to the several 
counties are made up from the reports of district secretaries and 
treasurers. These reports are due at the office of the county super
intendent& between the fifteenth and twentieth eaye of September of 
each year. (See sections 1745 and 1751 achool laws 1884.) It will be 
seen therefore, that the report of this department for tho year 1887, 
cannot contain anything from the counties compiled from the reports 
of secretaries and treasurers later than September of 1886. The ro
ports of the Board of R egenLs of the State University and the Trus
tees of the Iowa State Normal School cover a period ending June 
30, 1887. Unless there are grave reasons for the distinction which 
the law now makes between the report of the Superintendent ef 
Public Instruction and that of other State officere, (and 11uch reasons 
have not occurred to me) the law should be so amended as to provide 
that the report of this department shall be made to the Goveroor on 
or about the time of the assembling of each 11ea11ion of the General 
Assembly. Thia would enable the Superintendent to report for the 
term ending Ootober lat, and would bring tho information he i11 able 
to give practically down to the date of hie report. 

R eapeotfully, 
.T. W. AKBR8, 

Superintendent of Public Inatruclion. 



TWENTY-THIRD BlENNIAL REPORT 

OP' TUB 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

It is gratifying to be able to report a most satisfactory and pros
perous condition of eduoation throughout the St.ate. The past two 
years have been years of increased interest, activity and growth. 
This applies to no particular county or locality, but is general. The 
number of school houses hae been increased by about five hundred, 
and their aggregate value by more than live hundred and fifty thous• 
and dollars. The number of teachers is increased by about five hun
dred, while our school population ie ten thousand greater than the 
same as reported two years ago. 

The total number of teachers attending normal institutes in 1884, 

was fourteen thousand, seven hundred and ninety-four. This report 
ahowe eighteen thousand and twent.y-ei.1:. 

Our report for 1884 sbowe t4,062,2i0 raieed by dist.riot taxation. 
For 1886 the amount i11 tS,200,807, showing an increase of t288,531. 

Thie does not represent our entire receipts for 1886, that. being, for 
the three fundP, *6,511,039.56. The aggregate disb1m1omonts of tho 
three funds for 1884 was as follows: School house fund, tl,182,· 
544.15; contingent fund, tt,320,4,'j0.91; teacbera' fund, t :J,724,066.IH, 

making a total of t 0,236,84 7 .82. For the year 1880 t.hese amounts 
are as follows: Tot.al disbursements of the sohool house fund, 
$052,640.03; contingent fund, • 1,36 l, 7 4 0.39; teachers' , t4,008,B83.54, 

making the total disbursements of the three funds for 1886, t0,828,-

172.42, leaving on hand, in all funds, t2,001,028.20. 

Since 1884 there has been quite a decrea11e in the amount of money 
expended for school houses and sites. The years 1883 and 1884 were 
remarkably active in this respect, as compared with earlier and later 
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yeare. The:_erplanation of the falling off of the last two years ie, 
of course, to be found in the hard times and the general depression 

in business enterprise. 
I herewith preeent a tabulated statement of the receipts and dis

boreemente of the 11everal funds for the past six yeare, believing that 
euoh a presentation will prove interesting and valuable to those who 
desire to inform themselves as to the condition and progress of our 

eohool syetem: 

1887.] 

i 
I 
~ 
1 
,:?, 

J 
l 
-s 
~ 

i e e .s 
~ 

t 
1 a::, • 

:ds ; .~ .... 
I .t ~ 

~ s} 
~ ~r-00 

i 
j 
I 
~ 

i 
] 
~ e 
;:! 
~ 

s 
~ 

I 

SUl'ERL.~~DE!IT OF PUBLIC L."iST.RUCTlO~. 

a.=~~:,...s 
.. lgo..:~..; 

·p~q oo 
I. -.:~~,~ 
ilii;lgj!§ 

-11s=:~:ua1 
!22,ii ·!:..; 

·~;rnd "\ ---.,_ J; ~ I= 
lllQlO J OJ PJ11d ~tai~t~i ___ ,..._..,._ 

-
ti 

~t;;;;~~:ea: 
~~~!~! .. 

~ 
-:tSlllGlO:I pa. 5-.;n·--ffi q>ooq oo Pl•d ~~ ~ ... -e;:.~-,~ 

·m,v.nid a( i~ ·.,. . .i:.l~ -dv pav s01J ~::2gs~a00 

I 
•'UQll J OJ PIVcJ -:J:?~lil!?liil~ 

= ·wi1s ~~i!~~~ p 
0 po:v wsnoq • • s ·.,; · 
= -,ooqos JOJ Pllld !~~~.:i! 
,.:i 
0 • 0 ~~&!&lS::!:o 
~ ~· ..... 

•npllJO •.~{~~,~ 
puv ,iq0p l'lllOJ. lij:a...,..., .. -~--.;.~~•--~c, _"""_..,. ___ .. 

~ol.i!S!:&~18~ 
~!~-§,,!,.: 

"W0JUOS J9Ql0 . . . .!.~ 
111~ pOA(llll9U i~t;c;I ... !:? 

"".,.""..., ~o 

... 

.. ~~il8Sl:e 
ti "XVl 101llll1P 

~tz§ilEg 
= WOJJ PO-'IIIO;}tf '°l..:ti..:.,; 
Q 

:.; 12 ._:g;;; 

--.So!ololol 

"1lod9.I i!ti~~is 
'.IWI iv puuq uo iiiit~s 

• 
a 
p 
0 

= 
·ent'8A 

~~~~~n.~ 
~a;~fHl 
aroi'or2g::;:: 

,.:i 

8 
I "J8QOJDll 

.. 
~~~~~~~ -----"l:'I -------.. . . . . . ... . ... . . . . . . . 

s 0 f If ♦ 0 0 ...... . 

1i~i~~ii ~ 



STATEMENT 

Shot.oing rmpta and d~ of contingent.fund for the past aeven years, including 1880. 
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These tables will reward a careful study. It should be remem
bered that thousands of boinds of directors acting entirely independ
ent of eaoh other, contribute to these grand totala,-tbat while they 
represent millions of dollars received and disbursed, they vary but a 
few thowsands from year to year, and these variations usually repre
sent an increase in thf' current expenses, consequent upon the growth 
of the system. There could be no more satisfactory showing that 
boards of directors as a rule are honest and regular in the transac
t.ion of business, and in disbursing the people's money, than is to be 
found in the regularity of these annual totals. It will be noticed 
that the amounts on hand at the close of the several years are 
approximately the same. T hey should agree with the amounts on 
hand at the beginning of the years which follow them. This is sel
dom the oase, although the discrepancy is not often large. In chang
ing treasurers there is usually more or less t rouble. W hen the 
accounts of the treasurers do not balance, and a part of the money 
belonging to the district is unaccounted for, it is the duty of the presi
dent of the board to bring suit in the name of the district and 
recover from the treasurer or hie bondsmen, the amount which may 
be unaccounted for. Boards are not always as strict with their treas
urers and their bondsmen as they should be. In many cases we have 
informed the president of a district board of a discrepancy or short
age in the accounts of their treasurer, bot we have seldom if evtr 
been able in this way to secure a correction of the report. 

All treasurers' reports go to the county superintendent, and the 
law should be so amended as to require the county superintendent to 
audit these reports, and in case of shortages, he should be author
ized, if necessa.ry to direct the county attorney to begin prooeedinge 
for the recovery of missing funds. 

On this and many other accounts the law should strengthen the 
office, and enlarge the powers of the 

COUNTY SUPBIU:NTXNDENT, 

keeping, of course, within safe and prudent limitations. 
The office is now greatly weakened by the political situa.tion in 

many counties. However successful, competent and faithful a super• 
intendant may be, if the control of the ooonty passes from one polit• 
ioal party to another the experienced and successful officer is 
displao~d, and a new and inexperienced man or woman, as the case 
may be, succeeds to the administration of the office. 
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This ie prejudicial to the interests of our schools and greatly 
retarda progress. 

The success of educational work depends very largely upon organ
ization. A chauge in the system of organization and management 
of the schools of a county, is always atten4ed with confusion, and 
not infrequently results in a relapse of several years. 

It has been suggested from many 11ources that the cou_nty superin
tendency should be made a non-political office. Just how this may 
be done so ae to improve upon our present method, is difficult to de
termine. 

The proposition to make the office appointive, either by the board 
of supervisors or any other county authority, has not been favorably 
received. I t is by no means certain that this would eit.her take the 
office out of politics or secure more competent officers. The county 
superintendent should be elected by the people. If this could be 
do~e at a non-partizan election, as for instance, at the school elections 
in March, it would be a great improvement over our present plan. 
The term of office, as I have heretofore suggested, @hould be four 
years instead of two. This would tend more to give the office 
strength and independence, than anything else that could now be 
done. Foor years would allow sufficient time to develop and mature 
a plan of organization, and to test t bs fitness and ability of a super
intendent. A system, if good and effective, would obtain a strong 
hold upon teachers and leave a lasting impression upon the eohools of 
the county. Succeeding officers would find it more difficult to make 
radical changes in the work of the county, and in many oases they 
would adopt the system of their predecessors, and continue t.he work 
without material change or interruption. A term o( four years 
would enable the superintendent to become well acquainted with 
school officers and the condi tion of schools throughout tho county, a11 
well as to become informed as to the character and tenchingr ability 
of teachers. He would become familiar with the school law, and his 
influence thus largely increased he would be able to settle amicably 
the petty troubles which are usually litigated to the great injury of 
the schools. The county superintendents are entitled to great credit 
for the general eucoese which has attended ou_r law, requiring that 

SClENTlll'IO lNSTBUOTlON 

in physiology having special reference to the inftuence of stimulants 
and narcotics upon the human Ryst.em, should be taught in all publio 
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schools. The law bas been very generally obeyed. Owing to the 
fact that while the law went into effect on the first day of J aly, 1886, 

and the provision that teachers should be examined on the subject 
after July, 1887, twmy boards of directors, supposing that the law 
would not oome into full force and effect until July, 1887, failed to 
make immediate preparation for teaching the subject as early in the 
year as should have been done. There were those, no doubt, who, 
being unfriendly to the law, intentionally neglected making the re
quired provisions, and subsequently claimed not to have understood 
that they were required to do anything in the matter before J uly, 

1887. 

These cases were not numerous, however, and it is to be hoped that 
hereafter the law will be honestly and faithfully carried out in all 

schools. 
In all county superintendents' conventions held in the spring and 

summer following the enactment of this law, the subject was very 
generally and thoroughly discussed and an earnest desire manifested 
by the great majority of superintendents to secure an observance of 
all its provisions in their several counties. It soon became apparent, 
however, that the construction and execution of the law was attended 
with many difficulties. For the purpose of clearing the subject of 
these difficulties, so far as possible, the following circular letter was 
issued under date of November 20, 1880: 

CIRCULAR LETTER No. 2. 

STATE OF IOWA, } 
D.Et>ARTMBNT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 

DES MOINES, 

'.lb County Superintencunta and School Officers: 

Tbe letters received at the Department of Public Instruction asking for a 
conet.ructlon, in whole or in part, of the law enacted by the Twenty-first 
General Assembly, providing for U1e teaching and study of physiology and 
hygiene, with special reference to the effects of alcoholic drinks, stimulants 
and nMcotlos upon the human system, in the public schools and educa· 
tlonal institutions of the State, are constantly on the increase, showing a 
very general desire to comply with the law, and to that end to obtain a clear 
understanding of all its provisions. 

We cannot hope, by any construct\on possible, to relieve you of all the 
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difficulties which are to be found in the way of a practical compUance with 
the law. Time and erperience are necessary to divest the subject of all 
that is obscure and ambiguous-to a full and clear understandlng of what Is 
required-and to the adoption of those methods of instruction, antl tile 
necessary re-arrangement of previous and established routlnes, whereby we 
shall be able ft.o accomplish a practical and faithful compllance with the 
law. 

The notes and suggestions following the several sootious 1n order are 
made in the hope that they will aid and assist those whose duty l t ls to exe
cute the law, t.o a proper construction. and a better understanding, of its 
provisions and requirements. They are advisory only, and must not be re
garded as having the force and effect of law. 

Chapter l, Laws of the 'l'wenty-first Genera.I Assembly, provides as fol
lows: 

SECTION 1. That physiology and hygiene, which must, In each division 
of the subject thereof, include special reference to tbe eflects of alcoholic 
drinks, sUmulanls and narcotics upon the human system, shall be included 
in the branches of study now and hereafter required to be regularly taught 
to and studied by all pupils ln common schools and in all normal Institutes 
and normal and industrial schools and tbe schools at the _Soldiers' o, pbane' 
Home, and Home for Indigent Children. 

"In each division of the subject," etc.-Authora do not agree as t.o tbe "divis
ions" int.o which they divide, and under which they treat, the subject of 
physiology. It is the intention of the law, however, that while treating of 
the ·• division of the subject " known as "nutrition " the Influence of 
alcohol, stimulants and narcotics, as affecting nutrition, shall be taught 
before proceeding to another division. The same is true of other divisions, 
such as digestion, circulation, respiration, osseous system, nervous system 
and organs of special sense. 

Text-books, or outlines for oral instruction, wbich do not provide for suoll 
instruction in connection with each division of the subject, do not, meet 
the:requirements of the law. 

"lugularly," etc.-Arithmetlc, geography and gram.mar are "regularly" 
taught. The rule is that pupils receive daily lessons in these branches. 
The law seeks to determine, as near as may be, the amount of tustructlon 
required, and it does tbis to prevent a sham compliance with, or an evasion 
of, the 11'W. Hut if "regularly" should be construed to mean •• at regular 
and stated times," these may be remotely separated at the pleasure of the 
teacher, and the law be ma.de of none effect. We think•• regularly'' should 
be construed to mean daily. 

"Tauqht to and studied blJ all pupils."-For the present, this subject mu11t 
be taught to and studled by all classes and pupils, from the primary cluseH 
through the high school. This must continue until satisfactory examina
tions shall haYe been successfuly passed, after which those classes which 
have passed the examination may discontinue the subject. 

The 11tudy of this special subject must begin in tbe lowest primary class. 
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In what grade or class it shall be complet.ed, after the present year, must be 
determined by the respective boards or directors. 

Primary classes mmt be instruct.eel orally, as they are not old enough 
either to use or to comprehend a book. 

It is the duty of boards of directors to determine at what age or in 
what grades or classes the study shall be pursued'' book in band." While 
we recommend the adoption of good teJrt-books tCI be studied by each pupil 
or proper age, we think a full course of oral instruction, or outline of work, 
adopted by tht board and faithfully carried out by the teacher, even though 
tt extends throughout the entire course, is a compliance with the law. It 
must, however, be" a. full course "; it must be" adopted by the board," a.ud 
"faithfully carried out by the teacher." 

~• In all normal instirutts," etc.-The county superintendent is made directly 
responsible for the execution of this law. The normal institute must be the 
fountain trom which good and wholesome scientific instruction sb&ll be sup
plied to all our teachers, and by and through them to all our pupils. With
out the hearty and zealous support of county superintendents theJ)aw will 
accomplish little or nothing. 

Efficient and earnest instructors should be employed. Charts and ample 
appl1ances should be provided. Physicians and scientists should be invited 
to lecture, and teachers exhorted to be sincere, fearless and faithful in the 
discharge of their duty, 

SRc. 2. It shall be the duty of all boards of directors of schools and of 
boards of trustees, aud of county superintendents in the case of normal in
stitutes, to see to the observance of this statute, and make provision there
for, and it Is especially enjoined on the county superintendent ot each 
county that he include ln his report to the Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion the manner and extent to which the requirements of section one of this 
act are complied with In the schools a11d institutes under bis charge, and 
the secretary (If school boards in cities and towns is especially charged with 
the duty of reporting to the Superintendent of Public Instruction as to tbe 
observance of said section one hereof in their respective town and city 
schools, and only such schools and educational institutes reporting compli
ance, as abo,,e required, shall receive the proportion of school funds or 
allowance of public money to which they would be otherwise entitled. 

" 1b su t.o the observance of this statute, and make provision therefor," etc.-It 
ls he1·e made the duty of boards of directors not only to provide that certain 
instruction shall be given, but to see to it that it is given. 

The work to be done should be well defined t,y the board, that teachers may 
know wbat is expected and required, and that patrons may know whethtr 
they are doing it. 

Boards ot directors cannot shift the responsibility which belongs to them 
by simply providing that teachers may or shall give instruction in this 
branch in such manner, at such times, and ot such character, as may seem 
best to them. 

They (boards of directors), through the~ secretaries, will be required to 
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report wbat provisions they ba,ve made, and this report must be such 38 to 
enable us to say that the law bas been complied with. Whatever the board 
may have provided must, therefore, be capable of a dellnlte st.atement, aud 
of supplying, when properly stated, posith·e informatlon. 

" The county superintendent * * * iti his rq,rn-t t.o tha Superint.end• 
tnt of Public Instruct.ion," etc.-'l'he duty of reporting, in connection with bis 
annual report to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the manner and 
extent to which the law bas been complied with lo the lnstltute and lo the 
schools under his charge, throughout his connty, is made mandatory upon 
tbe county superintendent, and with special emphasis. 

This will require much careful and painstaking labor, but it must be done. 
Where tbe report contains no reference to this subject it must necessarily 
be returned. 

1-'or the present, due allowances must be made, and we shall try not to be 
too exacting, but there should be, from one and all, at least an honest 
endeavor to comply with the law. 

"The secretarus of school boards in cities and towns "-~ o definite or partic
ular form of report will be required tor the present. The repoi:t should 
state clearly and !oily i ust what action the board bas taken, and to wbat 
extent tbeir 'provisions have been can led out in tlte schools of his district. 

No limit to the time during which these reports will be received bas been 
fixed, but we shall soon be called upon to report the school population of 
the several counties and districts, and we trust the reports wlll be sent In 
as promptly as possible. 

Let thE>re be no delay in complying with the law. An early beginning will 
insure much valuable instruction do.ring the present year. 

Ss:c. S. The county superintendent shall not, after the first day of July 
1887, issue a certificate to any person wbo bas not passed a satisfactory ex~ 
amlnation in physiology aud hygiene, with especial reference to tb.e effects 
of alcoholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system; and 
1t shall be tbe duty of the county superintendent, as provided by seotloo 
17'71, to revoke the certificate of any teacber reqnlred by law to have acer
tificate of qualification from the county superintendent, if the said teacher 
shall fail or neglect to comply with sectiou one of this act, and said teacher 
shall be disqualified for teaching in any public school for one year after such 
revocation, and &hall not be permitted to teach without compliance. 

The provisions of this section are plain., positive and mandaLory. They 
sbow to what extent the county superintendent is made re~ponsible for the 
faithful execution of this law. He must provide Instruction lo this, as ln 
other branches, and be must revoke or withhold the certificate in the case 
of any teacher who tails or refuses to teach as tbe law requires. 

.NOVEl!DS:U 20, 1886. 

J. \V • .AJ<.EllS, 

Superintendent of Public Imtruct£on . 
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This letter was reprinted by the county superintendents as a part 
of a circular of information sent to all school officers in their several 
oou.nties. During the fall of 1886, a very large number of district 
educational meetings were held by the county superintendents and 
largely attended by the teachers and patrons of the localities in 
which they were held. At these meetings the subject was also very 
generally discussed, and much accomplished toward securing the 
faithful observance of the law. 

Special attention bas been given to the instruction and training of 
teachers, in the normal institutes, that they might be prepared for 
t he examination as by law required. 

One of the principal difficulties experienced in carrying out the 
provisions of this law bas been the unwillingness of many parents 
to purchase text-books for their children. T o avoid trouble where any 
considerable number of parents have shown an unwillingness to pro
vide the necessary books, boards have simply directed their teachers 
to teach the subject orally. · 

Wbile under some circumstances such ~aching amounts to a com
pliance with the law, in many oases it is simply an evasion. Where 
boards of directors have secured the preparation of a complete out
line, covering the entire subject of physiology, and having special 
reference to stimulants and narcotics, and containing information, 
either by statement or referenoe, and where such outline bas been 
formally adopted, and the teachers officially notified that they are 
required to teach the subject regularly, and where it is so taught 
from such outlines, it has been held that this is a compliance with 
the law. But where boards have simply requested their teachers to 
teaoh the subject orally and have not provided for and regularly 
adopted an outline or course of instruction, it is not a oompliance 
with, but an evasion of the law. Boards are required to "make all 
necessary provisions," and to see i.hat the subject is regularly taught. 
Owing to the fact that sources of information on this special phase 
of physiology are scarce, and that many of our teachers are young 
and comparatively inexperienced, a text-book in the hands of both 
teacher and pupils is a great advantage if not a necessity. 

In some other States where this law bas been enacted a.nd is now 
in encceesful operation, boards of directors are authorized to pur• 
chase books at the expense of the district, and to give children the 
free use of them whi le they remain the property of the district. 
This is certainly a wise course and a great improvement over our 
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law. In the great majority of oases the opposition of the parent 
arises from his unwillingness to purchase books. Our law should be 
so amended as to give to boards authority to provide the necessary 
books for all but primary or beginning classes. With this provision 
there ill no room for doubt that the law would be generally and well 
observed. 

The law needs amending in other important respects. The county 
superintendent is required to include in hie report to the Superin
tendent of Public Instruction, the manner and extent to which the 
requirements of the statute a re complied with in the schools under 
his charge. It is nowhere made the duty of district secretaries to 
furnish the oounty superintendent with the information necessary to 
make this report. The secretary should be required to forward to 
the county superintendent an official transcript of the action. of the 
board, ma.king the provisions required by law, and these transcripts 
should be kept on file subject to the order of the Superintendent of 
P ublic Instruction in oase of complaints or charges from patrons 
of the district, or what would serve a better purpose, they should be 
upon suitable forms and transmitted as a part of the annual report to 
the Superintendent of Public Instruotion. 

The law provides that the secretaries of cities and towns shall 
report directly to the Superintendent of Public Instruction as to the 
observance of t he law in t heir respective town and city schools. This 
is unwise, because cumbersome, impracticable. There is nor can be 
no uniformity about such reports, and it is frequently impossible to 
determine from such reports whether the law has been complied with 
or not. These secretaries should be required t o make their reports 
through the county superintendent. They can then be condensed 
and their value as indicating wha t action bas been t..'1.ken, very accu
rately determined at a glance. Superintendents of all ed uoa.tional 
institutions should also report to t he superintendeute of the counties 
in which they are situated. 

The language of the statute is not clear as to the application of 
t he penalty clause. Section 2 of the act referr~d to is as follows : 

Sxc. 2. It shall be the duty of all boards of dlrectors of schools 
and ot boards of trustees, and of county superintendents ln the case 
ot normal institutes, to see to the observance of this statute and make 
provision therefor and it is especially enjoined on the county euper
intendent of each county that he include in hl8 report to the Super-

a 
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tntendent of. .Public Instruction the manner and extent to which the 
requirements of section one of this act are complied with in the 
ecbools and institutes under bis charge, and the secretary of school 
board& in cities and towns la especially charged with the duty of. reporting 
to the Superintendent of Public Instruction as to the observance of said 
eectlon one hereof, in their respective town and city schools, and only such 
schoolsand educational institutlone reporting compliance, as above required, 
sbaU receive the proportion of school t.undsor allowance of public money to 
which they would be otherwise entitled. 

T he reference to the dist.riot sohools seems to close with the words 
"under his charge" in the eighth line, and that which follows seems 
to relate to town and oily schools. The words "and only suoh schools 
and educational institution& reporting compliance," do not clearly 
apply to @choole under charge of county euperintendenti>, not in cities 
and tc,,wn11. The intention of the law is, no doubt, that where the 
law in question is not carried out in any district, whether town, city, 
or country dietriot, the apportionment shall be forfeited, but this is 
by no means clearly stated. 

The law does not set forth as clearly as it should just how forfeit
ure is to be worked. It nowhere provides that the Superintendent of 
Publio Instruction, to whom the reports from counties and districts 
are to be sent, shall report to the Auditor of State a failure on the 
part of any district to oomply with the law, nor doee it authorize the 
Auditor to take cognizance of euoh report and withhold the semi
annual apportionment should auoh report be made. If the Auditor 
,should withhold any portion of the apportionment, be moat deduct 
1ihe portion going to a partioular distriot from the entire amount going 
to a county. 

Should this be done, the . Jaw should provide that the Auditor of 
Slate should ofl:loiaily notify the auditor of the county that the ap
portionment of a certain district has been withheld for a failure to 
comply with the law, and should require the county auditor upon 
auch notification to withhold the same from the district so failing. 

ST-'.TE BOARD 01!' RXAMIN:BRS. 

The State Board of Examiners was established in 1882 by act of 
the Nineteenth General Assembly. Sinoe its organization it has held 
fourteen (14) examinations in all. Sixty-nine State oertifioates and 
thirty-eight State diplomas have been granted. 

The following is a statement of the date and place of holding 
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these examinations, with a list of the names f 
.6 . o persona to whom oer-

b oates and diplomaa have been granted. 
Below will also be found a statement of 11 f . 8 ees received which 

have been covered into the tre,sury of the State h 1 • 
F 11 · b" • a t e aw d1reot~ 

o ow10g t 111 i a statement of all warran~ . d b . 
B d f E . issue on ehalf of the 

oar o xam10ers. · 
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STATE CERTIFICATES. 

.BXUONA.TION 
BELO .AT. 

TO WHOM LiBUED. 
DAT.£ OF 

CJtRTI-VJCAT.E. 

Cedar Falls ........ . . W. D . .Benham .......... .. ..... December 27, 1882. 
Cedar Falls ......... Edgar}'. Bedell ............... December 27, 1882. 
Cedar Falls: . ... .. .' .. Ernest R. Nichols ............. December 27, 1882. 
Burlington .......... M. J. Pusey ................... March 80, 1883. 
Burlington ......... . A. B. Carro_ll............. . ... . March 80, 188a. 
Burlington ......... Oscar McKim .................. March 80, 1888. 
Burlington ......... Nicholas Messer. .............. March 80, 1888. 
Des Moines . ...... . . . Josiah Kline ................... October 16, 1884. 
Council Bluffs ....... J.M. Rooker .................. . July 28, 188!;. 
Council Bluffs ..... . . Rachel Bunnell... . . . . . . . . . . ... July 23, 1886. 
Council Bluffs ....... Anna O. Temple .............. . July 28, 1885 
Fort Dodge .......... Frank L. Paine ................ July 23, 1886. 
Fort Dodge ...... . . . . E. A. Kirkpatrick, ............ July 23, 1885. 
Oreaton . ............. Willis E. Hine ............ ...... July 28. 1885. 
Creston . ......... . ... Susie S Sivers ........... ...... July 23, 188/i. 
Oreaton .............. Gertrude Wheeler .... . ......... July 23, 1885. 
Des Moines . ......... F. L. Coombs ................... June 29, 1886. 
Des Moines ..... ..... H. Olericb, Jr .. . . ............ June 29, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... Lavinia Warr .................. June 29, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... Daniel McKenna ........•.•.•. June 29, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... L. E. Craighead ................ December 81, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... L. J. Hancock .... ............. . December 81, 1886. 
Des Moines ....... . .. J . A. Hornberger ............... December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... J. W.W. Laird ................ December SI, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... Elizabeth Lyon ................. December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... 0. W. Martindale .............. December Sl, 1886. 
Dea Moines . . , ....... ·r. B. Miller .................... December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... O. E. Shelton ................ . .. December 31, 1886. 
Dee Moines ......... W. I. Simpson .................. December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... H. A. Simons .. . .. ... .......... December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines ....... .. . O. R. Buchanan ................ December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines . ......... Horace T. Bushnell ............ December 31, 1886. 
Cedar Falls . ......... Marla E. Ridley ...... . . ........ June 18, 1887. 
Cedar Falls ......... Susie E. Mack .. . ............... June 13, 1~7. 
Cedar Falls ......... Mary J. Palmer ... ............. June 18, 18S7. 
Cedar Falls .......... Jerome J. McMahon .......... June 18, 1887. 
Cedar Falls ..... . .... Minnie V. Wynkoop ............ June JS, 1867. 
Cedar Falls .. ........ Jennie M. Hogg ................ June 13, 1887. 
Cedar Falls ......... NelUe Hearst.. ................. June 13, 1887. 
Cedar Falls .......... Thomas H. Lytle ............... June 13, 1887. 
Cedar Falls ......... Elmer Ji:. Harrison ... ..... ..... June IS, 1887. 
Cedar Falla ... .•..... Bridgie Cunningham . .......... ,June 13, 1887. 
Cedar Falls ... ....... Laura M. Monlux .............. June 13, 1887. 
Cedar Falls .......... James Alderson . .... . .......... June 13, 1887. 
Cedar Falls .......... W. O. Cummings .............. June 18, 1887. 
Cedar Falls ....•.... WU!iam T. Dick . ........•...... June 18, 1887. 
Cedar Falls .......... Livingston Morris .............. June 18, 1887. 
Cedar Falls .......... 

1

George S. Dick ................. June 13, 1887. 
Cedar Falls .......... George H. MoManua .. ......... June 13, 1887. 
Cedar Falls .......... Saran Peters....... .. .... . ..... June 13, 1887. 
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STATE CERTIFICATES-CONTINUED. 

E.X.Uf.INA.TION 
HELD AT. TO WHOM ISSUED. DATE OP' 

CBRTJFICAT&. 

Cedar Falls .......... Henry E . .Not.homp ............ June IS, 1887 
Iowa qty ............ J. O. F . Hanington ............ June 16, 1887. 
IowaC!ty ............ Geo. W. Newton ......... . .... June 1t.i 1887 
Iowa C!,ty ............ Emma J. Brockway ........... . June 1.s; 1887. 
Iowa C!ty ............ Nellie M. Sturtsman .......... . June 16, 1887· 
IowaC~ty ........... Landon E. McPherson ......... June 16, 1887: 
Iowa City ....... .. ... Daniel Swindler ............... . June 16, 1887 
Iowa C~ty ............ Luella C. Ranken .............. June 16, 1887: 
Iowa City ........... . Alvin B. Noble ................. June 16 1887 
Iowa qty ........... Anson T. Hukill ............... June 15' 1887 
Iowa qty ............ Cora Ryneson ................. June 15' 1887 
Iowa City ............ J9hn A . Vandyke .............. June ]6

1 
1887. 

Mt. Vernon .......... L1zz-ie F. Wright .............. June 11; 1887 
Mt. Vernon .... ...... Ella F. Morrie ........... ....... June 17, 1887. 
Mt. Vernon .......... Amy Bogg ...................... June 17 1887 
Mt. Vernon ... ....... Edward T. Devine ............. June 17 188'7 
Mt. Vernon......... Howard S. Gemmell........... June 11' 1887. 
Mt. Vernon .......... Edwin Dukes .... . .............. June 17 1887. 
Mt. Vernon .......... Hattie E. Scovel............ . .. June 11: 1887: 
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STATE DIPLOMAS. 

ltXAMIN.A.TJON 
UELD AT. 

TO WHOM ISSUED. DATE OF DlPLO:M.A.. 

Des Moines .... . ..... H. H. Beerley..... . .......... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... Lucy Curtis .. . .............. . .. January 2, 18S6. 
Des Moines .......... N. Messer ... . ................. JanuRry 2, 1886. 
Dee Moines .......... L. T. Weld ............ ..... .•. January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... J. W. McClellan ........ . •... . January 2, 1886. 
Des Moinee .......... E. H. EJy ..... . ... ...... .... ... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines . ... . .... 0. H. Gurney .......... ... ...... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines ... . ...... Hen_ry Sabin . .. .... . ..... ... ... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines . ......... A. W . Stuart .............. . January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines ........ . . W . D. Guttery .... ... .......... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... D. W. Lewis ... .. .............. January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines ......... John H. Landes . .... . ... . ..... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines . ... ... ... W. F. Cramer ............ . ..... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... R. S. Bingham .. . .. ............. January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... 0. M . .Pinkerton .......... . ..... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .. .. ..... Allen Armstrong ..... .... . .... . ,January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines . .. ....... J. B. Young .............. . .. .. . January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... Addie B. Bulinllton ............ January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines . ....... .. H. L. J. McClellan . .. ... ....... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... R. G. Young ................ .. . January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines ....... . .. M, F. Arey .................... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines ... . ...... L. W. P arish . . ............. . ... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines ......... . Geo. H. Nichols . .... ........... January 2, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... D. S. Perkins .. .. .. ............. J anuary 2, 1886. 
Des Moines ....... . .. Dao Miller .... . ... ............. Aprill, 1886. 
Des Morues . . ..... . .. S.S. Townsley .......... ....• June 29, 1886. 
Des Moines .... . . .... s. M. Oart ... . ................. December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines . .... . ... H. 0. Hollingsworth ........... December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... S. M. Mowatt . . .... . ........... December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... John McLeod .. .... ........... December 31, 1886. 
Dea Moines .......... A. B. W'arner . . .... . ........... December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines ... •..... W. A. Doron .. . ... . ....... . ... December 31, 1886. 
Hes Moines .......... 0arl W. vou Coelln . . . . ....... December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... Eliz. K. Mathews ...... . ....... December 81, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... J . J. McConnell . ..... . .. . ..... December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines ...... . ... E. Poppe .................... . December 31, 1886. 
Des Moines .......... 0. C. l.:!cot t ... .. ...... . . . . . ..... December 81, 1886. 
Des Moines ..... . . . .. F. E . Stratton . ......... .. . . . . . . December 81, 1886. 
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STATEMENT 

ShlMifl{J number of e::taminationa held by th~ &au Board of .Iii.taminers, k>gd.Mr 
tDilh fees 'l'eceived. 

STA TE OERTIFI O.ATES. 

DAT.It, 
li"UMJISR OF O&RTtFlOAT&S 
J.Pl'LlOANTS. OllAl!rT.BD. "i 

PW.OE OJr IJOLDXNO EXAM· 
:l i j 1NATION8. 

~ 
~ :l ;a :l iii a 8 9 I 0 ., iii ., iii :a ~ ;a 

'"' :.I '"' '"' cedar Fa.tis .. .•.••..•.••••••••• December 2-1 l882 6 l s ........ ' 13.50 Des Molues .••••.••••••••..•... March 28 1888 8 I ........ . ....... 8.00 Burlington •••••..•...•••••••..• March 28 1883 6 1 " ........ 16.00 Davenport •.•••...•..••.•••...• Aa~W!t 18 1888 4 . ...... ....... i . ....... 6.0I Des Moines .................. .. Oc ber 16 188-1 l . ·····a ....... i 8.00 Ooancll Bluffs . .... .......... .. July 23 188D 2 I 12.ot Ft. Do<lge ••.••••••••.••••••. •• July ~ 188D s l 2 11.00 Oreston ........................ July 23 18811 I 2 1 2 9.00 Des Moines .•••.•••..••.•••••.. June 29 1886 8 I 8 I 12.00 Des Moines •. •••••••••.•••••••• December 31 1886 10 2 10 2 10.0, Cedar l!'a.lls .••••••••••••••••••• June 13 1881 11 8 ll 8 87.00 Iowa.Olty .•.•••••••••••.•.••..• June 16 1887 7 ' 7 .. s.,.oo Mt. Vernon .................... J ane 17 1887 6 4 II 4 2t.OO - - --- ----Total ................... ········ ........ . ... 80 28 4G 23J 2311,69 

8TATB DIPLOMAS. 

~ - • no, 
O KRTJJ>JOAT.R/1 

APPf,l O~B, ORANTKD. i 
P L ACE 0 1' llOLDll!l'O llX.UI• !TT j INATIOlf8, 

8 9 i ! I ~ ~ ! '"' Des Moines . .•••••• •••. •.••. •. . December 31 l tc811 22 a 22 .. 124.ot Dea Moines ..•...••..•.•..••••• June 29 1886 l I 11.oe Dea Moines ...... ............ . . December 31 1886 11 l 11 ] oo ... --- --- -- --Tota.I •. . •••..••.•••••.••.• ............... .... 8,1 4 M .. 1110.0I Total brought down . ••.••. •.•• ........ ······ .... 60 28 .... .... ........ 2311.50 --- -- ----Grand total.. •.••.•.••.•• . ............. .. Qj 82 . ....... ........ ' 4lUt 
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STATEMENT 

Of the expenses of the Sw.te Boa.rd of E:eaminers from dale of its organization. 

WARRANTS ISSUED .AND TO WHOM. .AMOUNT. 

J. C. Gilchrist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... $ 89.16 
16.80 J. W. Akers ....... . ......................... ••·· •••· .... •· .. ·· .. · 

J. W. Rowley ....................... ••1 • • ·· •·· •· •··· • • •••• •• •••• • 

E . M. Rieb . .... . ............................................ ····· 
J. H. Landes ........ . ... . ................. •• .. •• .. •• ... · ·· ·· .... · 
J. L. Pickard . . . . . . . . .... , ........... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Ella Hamilton .. . .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . ..... .. ........... • • • .. • • .. • • 
John McLeod . . . .......................... •·• • • •· • • •· · · ·· · ··· · · · 
B. H. Frost .................................... • •·· •· •·· • •· •· •·· 
8 E. Wilson ............ . ............ . ... ..................... ••. 
H. H. Seerley . .. ................... ...... , .. , , · , . , , , · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
E . .R. Eldridge .. .. ........... , ................ , · . · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

284.90 
84.96 
18.20 
18 26 

229.76 
18.00 
11.58 
7.00 

JS.00 
42.14 

Total ........ . ............................................. $ 782.7:l 
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It has been the aim of the Board of Examiners to make the exam, 
inations reasonably thorough, and to issue certificates and diplomas 
to those only, who by experience, character and scholarship have 
shown themselves worthy to hold them. The law i1:1 growing in favor 
with teachers &nd superintendents throughout the State, and a large 
number have been making special preparation for the enminationa 
which will ocour during the coming year. This oan not fail to have 
an excellent influence upon the scholarship of our teachers, and has 
done much already, and will do more to create a professional spirit. 
The results of the law have been all that its friends anticipated, and 
there is no doubt that it will grow in favor and continue to be popu
lar as it deserves to be. 

NORMAL IN'STITUTES, 

There were in attendance upon the normal institutes of 1884 four
teen thousand seven hundred and ninety-four teachers. The number 
for 1885 is sixteen thousand seven hundred and twenty•two. For 
1886 there were in attendance eighteen thousand and twenty-six. 

From the year 1881 the increase has been constant and very rapid. 
The difficulty now experienced in most counties is how to provide ac
commodations for the large numbers that attend. Thie is a problem 
the solution of whioh <lannot long be delayed. Where rooms a re 
over crowded and the institute becomes cumbersome and unwieldly, 
the instruction must partake largely of the lecture plan to very large 
classes, and individual work and personal instruction becomes an im
possibility. This greatly detraots from the good which might be 
realized under more favorable circnmstanoes. Our system of reports 
does not enable us to determine what it would be interesting to know 
viz.: whether the number of experienced and aotual teachers io at
tendance upon these institutes is inorea.&ing from year to year in pro
portion to the entire increase. 

It must be presumed that this is not tho case, although the institute 
ie growing in favor with experienced teachers, and we think the num
ber of snob teachers attending is gradually increasing. But the large 
proportion of the increase is undoubtedly doe to the presence of a 
younger class of persons who are in preparation for the work. These 
are largely young people from the country districts who oome directly 
from the common schools, and who have never bad opportunity to 
attend secondary schools. 

4 
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As a rule they are deficient in scholarship, and stand in need of im
mediate and thorough academic instruction. The first great work in 
connection witb these young people is to inform tbem as to what they 
are to teach, and wbile the normal institute shonld be primarily a 
school of methods for the benefit of those who are in charge of the 
eobools to day, it m11st of necessity slight didactic training in the 
interests of those who are to have charge of the schoola in years to 
come. If the normal institute could successfully meet the demand 
that it shall take the place of a high sohoo4 academy or college, the 
situation would be more Jtopeful, but this it cannot do. The term is 
too short, and the number to be taught too large. Scholarshlp must 
be supplied in the main by other schools, and the normal institute 
may then give proper attention to methods of instruction and organ
ization, and thus help those who are prepared to profit by such In• 

strootion and at a time w hen they most need it. Many of our ooun• 
ties a re without good high schools, and owing to the fort.her fact that 
many of our young teachers are too poor to attend colleges and acad• 
emiee at a distance from their homes, their main, and indeed their 
only dependence has been the common school and the normal institute► 

The law provides that any county may establish a 

OOUNTY BIGB SCHOOL 

but so far we have but one such school in the State. Thie school is 
located at Panora, in Guthrie county, and is now in successfnl opera
tion. If we bad, as we should have, a large number of these county 
schools, they would go far to Iarnish the advantages so much needed 
by young people preparing to teach. But it appears that there is 
nothing to be looked for in this direction. 

The ~tate is now appropriating fifty dollars for the normal insti• 
tote of each county, making i4,950 in all for the institutes of the 
State. The great importance and value of normal instruction would 
justify, and indeed demands the appropriation of a much larger sum. 
A solution of the difficulties now surrounding the normal institut~, 
cannot be hoped for from State normal schools. We have one such 
school looatEod at Cedar Falls in Black Hawk county. This school 
hae always been successful and the attendance good. We should 
have more snob schools, but judging from past failures to secure favor
able legislation, there is no r easonable expectation that the number 
will be increa,,ed. 
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How can we relieve our over-crowded and over-burdened institutes 
and yet provide for the academia instruction of that large and grow
ing class of young people who desire to prepare for teaohingP Some 
suggestions are here submitted which are believed worthy of careful 
consideration. 

A county normal school should be held ann!lally in each county, 
and should continue for a term of twelve weeks or more. I t should 
be in charge of the county superintendent, who should be required 
to oooupy the position of principal teacher, with power to employ 
one assistant. The board of super visors should be required to pro
vide a suitable place for holding this school, and to supply all neces
sary furniture, fuel, apparatus, etc. 

The State should appropriate fifty dollars for one such school in 
each county, and a fee of from $2.00 to t a.oo might be charged 
which would supply funds to meet all expenses of the school. The 
law should further providt1 t hat the course of study for this normal 
school shall be p~epared by the Superintendent of Puhlio Instruction. 

The oourse of study should extend over two years, or twenty four 
weeks. All persons with less than one year's experience in t eaching 
should be required to complete this oourse before being admitted to 
the normal institute, or permitted to tea.oh. 

The g reat benefit to be derived from such a law would result not 
only from the better scholarship of applicants but from t heir in
creased age, and more mature judgement. The normal institute 
would be smaller-fewer instructors would be needed-and better 
work could and would be done. 

SUBOIR.EOTORS. 

I have repeatedly r ecommended a change in the l&w fixing the 
term of office for subdireoters at three years instead of one year as 
now provided. The reasons for snob a change are numerous. In in• 
dependent districts it would be regarded as unfortunate should an 
entire school board be changed at any one time, or if even a majority of 
new and inexperienced men should be called at any given time to the 
management of the affairs of the district. The possibility of such an 
ooolll'l'enoe is equally unfortunate in country diatricts. U oder our 
present law this frequently oooure, but in independent districts such 
a thing cannot occur by reason of the expiration of the term of 
office. At least two thirds of the town, city and rural independent 
district boards are old and experienced members. A director should 
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know his dist.riot thoroughly, and to this end a longer term is neoee
sary. A three years term would give stability and permanence to all 
the affairs of the district. It would result in lengthening the 
term of office of the teacher. It would render mistakes and illegal 
actions and orders muoh less frequent. I t would simplify the law, 
But one seotion:of the law is necessary to specify the term of offioe 
of a sobool direotor, whereas it now depends upon several sections 

and repeated references. 
The law makes it t he duty of the boards of direct.ors of independent 

distriots to employ and oontraot with teachers for all the schools of 
their district, while subdireotors are authorized to employ and con• 
tr aot with teaohers for their respeotive subdistriots. This is a souroe 
of trouble and disturbances that might and should be avoided. 
Experience has demonstrated that to place the selection and employ
ment of the tooher in the hands of one man is a mist ake that should 
be oorreoted. The eeleotion and employment of teaohers should be 
done by the distriot township board. In the majority of oases the 
board would no do:ibt defer to the judgment. and the wish of the 
subdireotor, bot where many of t he people of the subdistr ict were 
opposed t o the employment of the teaoher sought to be employed by 
the subdireotor, t hey would have a remedy in a remonstrance to the 
board of direotors. I t frequently occurs that a teacher who ie in a 
general way competent and successful, and who has taught the sohool 
in the district in question for a number of terms, should not be re
employed. Trouble arising from disoipline or some unfor tunate 
occurrence results in pr ejudice and ill will, which cannot be over
come, and while no one in particular may be to blame, it is often 
better that the teaoher should be ohanged than that the success of 
the eobool should be interfered with. Bnt snbdireotors frequently 
become unduly partisan in these disturbances and rather than yield 
t.o the demands of an opposite faction will retain the teacher 
whether the children ar e sent to school or not. U oder snob cironm• 
stances, even t hough objeotors are in t-he minority, the matter should 
be reviewed and passed upon by the board. This would also afford 
a remedy against the employment of persons who, on any acoount, 
are objectionable, in that an appeal would lie from the action of the 
board employing them. As the law now is there is no remedy, ex• 
cept where the board of direotors have restricted the subdirector. 
Where a oontract is made with a teacher the president may be oom• 
pelled to approve the contraot. 

1867.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBL!O INSTRUCTION. 29 

We have been r eceiving of late years more than the usual number 
of letters of inquiry aa to the 

RIGHTS A.ND LIA'BlLITtES OF T.IUCUERS. 

For the information of teachers and sohool offioers, we subjoin t he 
substance of an excellent artiole whioh has r ecently appeared in t he 
Central L aw Journal, bearing directly upon this subject: 

1. " T he earlier authorities, as well as some of the modern ones 
' seem to place the authority of the teaoher over the pupil, while it 

erists, upon the same footing as that of the parent over his ohilJ. 
But this seems to be too broad, and even as far back as Blaokatone 
we are taught: ' T hat the teacher has euoh portion of the power of 
the parent committed to his cbl\rge, viz.: that of restraint and cor
reotion, as may be necessary to answer the pur pose for whioh he was 
employed.' But 'this power must be temperately exercised, and no 
school master should feel himself at liber ty to administer obasti 88• 

ment co-extensively with the parent, howsoever the infant might have 
appeared to have deserved it.' In the oase of Lander vs. Se(iuer,• 
the court says: ' T he parent, unquestionably, is answerable only for 
malice or wicked motivee, or an evil heart, in punishing his child. 
Thie great and, to some extent, irresponsible power of control and 
correction, is invested in the parent by nature and necessity. It 
springs from the relation of parent and child. I t is felt rather as a 
duty, than as a power. T his parental power is little liable to be 
abused, for it is continually restrained by natural affeotion, the ten
derness which a parent feels for bis offspring, an afi'eotion ever on 
the alert, and acting rather by instinct thau by reasoning. The 
school master has no such natural restraint. Ilenoe he may not be 
trusted with all a parent's authority, for he does not act from the in
stinct of parental affection. He should be guided and restrained by 
judgment and wise discretion, and henoe is responsible for their rea
sonable e:r.erciee.' 11 

In .Morrow vs. Wood,6 it was olaimed that the teaoher bad the right 
to prescribe the studies whioh the pupi I should pursue, even as 
against the express directions of the parent. This, however, was de
nied by the court, in the following language: "We do not think she 
had such right or authority, and we can see no necessity for clothing 

•82 Vt., 11♦• 
6 8. O. I owa, 1874; 13 Am. L. Reg., 602. 

• 
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the teaoher with such rights and arbitrary po~er. We do not really 
understand that there is any recognized principle of law, nor do we 
think there is any rule of morale, or of social usage which gives to 
the teacher an absolute right to prescribe and dictate what studies a 
child shall pursue, regardless of the wishes of the parent, and, as in• 
cident to this, gives the right to enforce obedience even as against 
the orders of the parent. From what source does the teacher derive 
this authority? From what maxim or rule of the law of the land? 
Ordinarily it will be conceded the law gives the p:i.rent the exolusive 
right to govern and control the conduct of bis minor children, and he 
bas the right to enforce obedience to bis commands by moderate and 
reasonable chastisement. And, furthermore, it is one of the earliest 
and most eaored duties taught a child to honor and obey its parents. 
Now, we oan eee no reason whatever for denying to the father the 
right to direot what studies included in the prescribed course his 
ohild shall take." 

While the holding above cited ie probably correct, it should be 
stated that where the studies to be pursued by the pupil may be sub
ject to the election of the parent, the school authorities are not left 
whbout a remedy, as they certainly should not be. Boards of 
directors are authorized to make rules and regulations for the govern• 
ment of their schools, and the courts have held that this includes 
powor lo make a coarse of study ; or, in other word11, to determine 
what studies pupils shall take, and the order in which they shall be 
taken, so as to entitle pupils to be advanced from grade to grade. 
Now, while the board may not have power to compel pupils to take 
the atudias as laid down in the course, they have power to refuse ad
mission to a higher grade until the prescribed studies of the grades 
below have been taken, and to refuse promotion and graduation to 
those who have not conformed to the course. 

S. P01Der to inflict corporal punishment.-" The authorities all con• 
cede the power of the teacher, under proper ciroumstanoes to infliot a 
reasonablo corporal punishment." 

(a.) In the case of Quinn v. Nolan\ Judge Harmon, in his charge 
to the jury, mCJ.kes use of the following language: "From the time 
of Solomon to the present, parents have bad the right, in a proper 
manner and to a proper degree, of inflicting corporal punishment on 
their children, and when a parent sends his child to a public school 

• • Oln. L. Bul., 81. 
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the teacher bas the same right while the child is under bis or her con
trol." 

It is not disputed that by the express rules of the suhool in ques• 
tion, to which rules the father a entcd when he sent his obild there, 
corporal punishment was permitted in proper cases nod in a propor 
manner. 

The question, therefore, in this case, is not whether the defendant 
inflicted corporal punishment on the child, for that i~ admitted; but 
whether, considering the offense of the child, if aoy, his age, condi• 
tion, and all the circumstances, the defendant inflicted extreme and 
unnecessary punishment, because while the teacher bas a right to 
punish, it is the right to punish only in a proper degree. If the 
teacher goes beyond that, the act becomes unlawful, and she is 
responsible for the consequence. 

In determining this question, the jury should consider the offenae, 
tbe size and apparent condition c,f the child, the character of tbe in• 
strument of punishment need, and the testimony as to the manner in 
whioh, and the e:r:tent to which, the punishment was inflicted. 

The State v. Pendergrasi,1 is an early and leading case upon 
this subject, and is very plain and full as to the extent of this power. 
Here it is said: u The welfare of the child is the maiu purpose for 
which pain is permitted to be inflicted. Any punishment, therefore, 
wbioh may seriously endanger life, limbs or health, or shall disfigure 
the child, or cause any permanent injury, may be pronounced in it
self immoderate, as not only being unneccessary for, but inconsistent 
with, the purpose for which it is authorized. But any correotion, 
however severe, wbioh produoes temporary pain only, and no perma• 
nent ill, cannot be so pronounced, sinoe it may have been nooe&Hry 
for the reformation of the child and does not injuriously affect hie 
future welfare. When the correction administered is uot in itself 
immoderate, and not therefore beyond the authority of the teaober, 
its legality or illegality must depend entirely on the quo animo with 
which it was administered. Within the spcere of hie au~bority the 
master is the judge when correction is requfred, and of the degree 
of correction necessary; and, like all others imparted with a dittcre
t ioo, be cannot be made penally responsible for error of judgment, 
bot only for wickedness of purpose." 

In inflicting suoh punishment, the teacher must exercise eonnd dis• 

' 2 Dev. and Bat., 1166. 
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· d · d ent., and most adapt it not only to ih& offense, but cret1on an JU gm . 
the offender. Horace Mano, a high authority 10 the matter of 
BOhoola, says of corporal punishment: " It should be reserved for 

the baser faults. It is a coarse remedy, and should be employ~ 
· of our animal nature, a od when employed at all 1t upon coarse 111ns . 

h ld be administered in strong doses." Of course, the teacher, 10 
8 OU • N 
inflicting such, must not exceed the bounds of mode~at1on. o ~re-
• I n be 1a·1:1 down as to what shall be considered excessive ciao rue ca • 

or unreasonable punishment. Ea.oh case must depend upon its own 
circumstances. The teacher must exercise reasonable judgment and 
discretion, and be governed as to the mode and severity of the pun
ishment by the nature of the offense, and the age, size and apparent 

powers of endurance of the pupil. 
(b.) And be should also take into_ oo_nsi~eration the ~ental and 

moral qualities of the p upil, and, ae 10d1cat1ve of these, bis general 
behavior in achool and his attitude toward bis teacher become proper 

subjects of consideration. And in making the ~bastis~ment, the 
teacher may take into consideration not merely the unmed1ate offense 
which bad called for the punishment, but the past offenses that 
aggravated the present one and showed the pupil to have been habit

ually refractory and disobedient. Nor is it necessary_ that the tea~ber 
ahould, at the time of inflicting the punishment, r emind the pupil of 
hie past aooumulating offenses. The pupil knew them well enough 

f bl b. • 10 ♦ * * + * w ithout having them brought res y to 1s notice. . 
(cl.) And whet.her, under the facts, the puniebmeni was excessive 

muet be left to the jury to decide. 
In the State v. Mizner it, was said, that" any pun ishment with a 

rotl which leaves marke or welts on the person of the pupil for two 
months afterward, or much less time, is immoderate and excessive, 
and the conrt would have been justified in so instructing the jury." 

The pupil must also understand and know, or have tho means of 

h .b. 'bd * * ••• • knowing for what offense e 18 e1ng pu01s e _,.. 
In an English case, where, on the boy's return to school, his mas• 

ter wrote to the boy's parent, proposing to beat him severely, in order 
to subdue bis alleged ob tioacy, and on receiving the father's permis• 
eioo, beat the boy for two hours and a half, secretly and in the night 

10 Sheehan v. Slurg~. 22 Rep., 45$. 

H IIO Iowa, 146. 

10 IIO Iowa, 145. 
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and with a thick stick until be died, it wa~ held that. be was guilty of 
man~laught.er, and not murder, no malice being proveo.17 • • • • 

The teacher ha the right to puni b the pupil v. it.bin the hound of 
law, e,·en though be has inetrnction from the father that the ubiltl 
must not be whipped. He ie the ab olute judge of the kind of pun
ishment to be inflicted, with the limit.,tioo that it shall be reasonablq 
and uenal, and not destruotive of tho relation, or subversive of the 
contract under which the relation exists. It may be by whipping or 
be may impose a reasonable restraint upon the person of the pupil 
which will prevent disorder io bis ohool. 

s. JuriJdictio,i.-It is conceded that the right to punieb extends 
to echool hours, and that there seems to be no reasonable doubt that 
the supervision and control of the master over the pupil extends 
from the t ime be leaves home to attend acbool till be returns home 

from school. 
(a) In the case of Lander v. Seaver,tJ it wae held that, alt.bough a 

eohool-master has in general no right to punish a pupil fo r miscon• 
duct committed after dismissal of the school fo r the day and the re
turn of the pupil to bis home. yet be may, on the return of the pupil 
to school, punish him for any mtsbebaviour, though committed ont 
of eobool, which has a direct and immediate _tendency to injure the 
school or subvert the master's authority. 

In the recent oase of Derkins v. Goea,71 it was decided that the 
teacher hae the right to make a rule and to enforce it by whippin~, 
prohibiting the boys from swearing, quarreling o r fighting on their 
way home from school before the parental authority over them ba11 
been resumed. 

(b) But it bas been held t.hat tho teaohor bod no right. to comp<'I 
the pupil to i,tudy certain branches when the pupil wae 01:cn11ed there
from by his parent, and that if the teacher attempted to force the 
pupil eo to do anrl the pupil refu~ed and the teacher rnflioted corporal 
punishment upon such pupil for suoh refu11al, that the teaohor would 
be guilty of assault and bat.tery.•1 

4. P <>uer nf E .rpul~ion.-The teacher has not, it. eeem11, a di1cre• 
tionary power of expulsion, but only for a rea~nable ca11110. 

11 II. V Hnplty, 2 F. & F •:vi. 
,. · 1,,11' v. Ma11x. 8l1'au.,. a Tenu. I.a" Rep., IP 
"32 VL. IU. 
10 Cent. L. J ., 418. 

ti !\turro11 v w o .. ,l . 13 Am. LawRe,t.(:'\. S.), 1193. 
• FIIZ,tt>rald v. ,ortbCf/14.•, 4 F. & F., 6'!5. 

5 
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'I'he power of expulsion is usually placed in the hands of the school 

d. ther commit.tee in charge of the school, and the teacher 1reotore or o 
generally has power only t.o suspend the ~upil until the matter can 
be brought tot.be attention of suuh strper1or body.. . 

For ~ wrongful expulsion the teacher would be liable in damages, 
not only t.o the child, but in Roe v. Deming it was held that the 
father of a child entitled to the benefi ts of the school of the subdis
trict of his residence m~y maintain an action against the teacher or 
the local direct.ors of the subdi3trict for damages for wrongfully ex
pelling the child from sobool.t3 

This question was very thoroughly discussed in. State v. Burt?n•~ 
in which it was said that "the teacher is responsible for the disci
pline of his school, and for the progress, co_ndu~t and deportment of 
his pupils. It ie bis imperative duty to mamt.a1? goo~ order and :e• 
quire of bis pupils a faithful performance of their dn_t1es. If_ he fails 
t o do 80 be is unfit for his position. To enable him to discharge 
these duties effectually he must necessarily have the power to enforce 
prompt obedience to his commands. F or this reason ~he law gives 
him the power, in proper oases, to inflict co_rporal pnmsbme_nt upon 
refractory pupils. But there are OHeB of misconduct ~or_ wbio? ~uob 
punishment is an inadequate remedy. If the offender 1s rncorr1g1ble, 
suspension or expulsion ie the only adequate remedy. In general, no 
doubt the teacher should report a case of that kind to the proper 
board

1 

for ite action in the first instance, if no delay will necessarily 
result from that course prejudicial to the best interests of the school. 
But the conduct of a recusant pupil may be euoh that hie presence 
for a day or an hour may be disastrous to the discipline of the school 
and even t.o the morale of other pupils. In snob a case it seems ab
solutely eeeential to the welfare of tbe school that the teacher should 
have the power to suspend the offender at once from the privilege of 
the school; anleee he has been deprived of the power by the aHirm&
tlve action of t.he board. 

6. Liability f or Failure to Instruct. -Whether an action will lie 
against a teacher for a failu re to instruct t he pupil that lawfully 
comes to him for instruction, or whether the remedy is confined to • 
an appeal to the governing board, J udge Cooley eay!l, in his work on 
T orts, ie left in doubt by the authorities, though he expresses the 
opinion that such refneal is actionable. And in Spear v. Cum· 

a Ohio St., 866. 
21 Am. L<\1,. Reg., 233; S. C. , Wis._. 1879. 
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ming 'it was held that the teacher of a town school was not liable 
to an acJon by the parent for refnsing to instr~ot bis children. If 
an 11otion can be maintained in snob a case, it should be in the name 
of the obild and for his benefit". 

What are Reasonabk Rula.-A rule providing that pupils may be 
suspended from school in case t hey shall be absent or tardy exoopt 
for sickness or other unavoidable oause, s. certain number of times, is 
a rea11ons.ble and proper rule for the gover nment of the echoo}tt. 

Also to exclude a child whom it is deemed is of a Liceotioue oha.r
aoter and immoral, alt.hough such oharaot.er is not manifested by any 
act$ of licentiousness or immorality within t he eohooJMS. Likewise 
for acts of neglect, oa.releeeneee of posture in his seat and recitation, 
tricks of playful ness and inattention t.o study, and the regulations of 
the school in minor matters111• A requirement by t he teacher of a 
dist rict that the pupils in grammar schools, ehill write English oom
poeitions, is a reasonable one, and if such pupil, in the absence of a 
request from his parent, refuse to comply with such rule, be may be 
expelled from the school on that aceoount111• But a rule that required 
that no pupil should attend a social party is not reasonable, and an 
expulsion for such viola.tion of snob rule would be illegalllc>. 

A regulation, that each scholar, when returning to eohool a(tor re
cess, shs.ll bring into the school-room a stick of wood for the fire, 18 
not needful for the government of the school and a scholar oaonot be 
suspended for s. refuse.I to comply with snob a rule31." 

TEXT BOOKS. 

In my report for 1884, I discussed this subject at ooneiderable 
lcngth. The recommendation in favor of a law permitting the el"ot,. 
ors of any eohool district, at any regular or annual election, to au
thorize the board of directors to purchase text-books, the use of 
which should be free to the children of the district, and to vote a 
special tax for that purpose, was well received throughout the State. 
A Bill embodying t ho above recommendations entered in the House 

111123 Pick. 22-1. 

11113te11heosoo v. Dalt, u Barb. 222. 
t131 Iowa, 562. 

tsg Ou,h. 160. 
"-'Ulll Maa.~. 476. 
~J2 Vt. 221. 
30,l6 Mo.286. 
3124 Am. Law Rog. 601 : 8. O. Wla. 18811. 
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of Representatives of the Twenty-tint. General As embly, failed to be
come a law, although very generally endor ed. I have, since my last 
report, given this 1mbject careful study. I am fully convinced of the 
wisdom of the proposed law. I beg to renew the recommendations of 
two years ago, and sincerely trnst that this reasonable, just and pru
dent change in our laws may be made by the approaching General 

AHembly. 

ARBOR DAY. 

Chapter 23, Lawe of 1882, makes it the duty o f boards of d irect
ors to plant shade trees upon school house sites, and authorizes pay
ment from the contingent fu nd. In obedience to this law, thousands 
of young trees have been planted; but this necessary improvement 
baa so far been neglected in many districts. For the purpose of en• 
couraging t ree planting, and investing the exercise with a ll possible 
interest, I issued a circular letter, under date of April 4, 1887, desig
nating the 4th day of May as a day to be generally observed, b y all 
the schools of Iowa, as Anno& DAY. The day was very generally 
observed, and many interesting and delightful exercises were held. 
Owing to the early opening of the season, May 4th proved a little 
l~te for many varieties of t rees, but it is believed that May 4th will 
be early enough for the average season. The hard wood trees should 
b e selected, and the planting •or such t rees may safely be deferred 

to May 4th. 

T he following is the circular letter refer red to: 

FORESTRY CCRCULA.R. 

To Ul'.ElUNTRNDBNTS AND SclIOOL OFYIClrns: 

Your atteutlou is hereby called to chapter 28, laws of 1882, which reads as 
follows: 

SKOTION J. The board of dJrectors of each district township and inde
pendent district, shall cause to be set out and properly protected, twelve or 
more shade trees on each school-house site belonging to the district, where 
suoh number of tnies are not now growing, and such eicpense shall be paid 
from the contingent fund. 

Seo. 2. It shall be the duty of the county superintendent , in visiting 
the Jeveral echools in bis county, to call the attention of any board ot di· 
rectors neglect.Ing to comply wlth the requirements of this statute, and the 
required number of shade trees shall be planted as soon thereafter as the 
season will admit. 
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JtC. 3. That section 1745 of the Code be amended by adding an addJ· 

tlooal Item at the end of said section, as follows: 1::1. The number ot Lrees 
set out and in thrifty condition on each school-house grounda. 

The entire absence of shade trees on many of our scbool house sites dem
om;trates the wisdom ot this law. Its pro,•ielons should be foitbfulJy ob
served. 

Many districts have planted trees, which, in a few years, will add greatly 
t.> the beauty and attractivtiness of their grounds; but owing to the fl\ot 
that so many of our houses are in prairie districts, and entirely destitute ot 
trees, aud the turU1er fact Uut ln many instances no attt>mpt ha.s been made 
to comply with the law, it llas seemed necesso.ry to pro,Jde some expedle t 
by which a more general fulllllment. may be secured. n 

In furtherance of this aim, and to euhan ce the inlerPst of the occasion by 
enlisting the united eff.Jrtor school officers, teachers and pupils, as well as to 
strengthen the significance of the work, by uniformity of action, I hereby 
desJgnate and appoint 

Wl!:ONESDAY, MAY 4Tn, 

as a day to be generally observed, by 11II the schools of Iowa, a.s 

AR:UOR DAY, 

and suggest tl.Jo.t such hours as may be deemed most convenient be set apart 
tor tbe planting _of Trtl!:ES, together with the rendering ot a abort progra10 
of literary exercises and song, calculated to impress tile minds and bearta of 
the children with feelings of love and veneration for the trees themselves 
and doubly endear them by association with the history of some of the good 
and great ones of the land. 

This ~ay be suitably accomplished by naming the trees, and Investing 
them, smgly or in groups, with thoughts of tl1e personalities of which Lbey 
are to be the living emblems. 

For instance: History would Ond fit representation IR a " President.a• 
Group;" loyalty and patriotism would be kept In mind by a "Stl\lesmen's 
Group," a "Soldier's Group;" lhen appropriately mlgbt be placed an 
"Autbors' Group," a "Pioneers' Grnup," etc., not to forget the .. Chil
dren's Friends," where many names well-kuown lo the literature of the 
land would be numbered. 

J . w. AKEi~, 

Dxs M O(N.KS, April J, 1887. 
tiuperfoCendeni Public Im ,n. 

ARDOR DAY- UISTORY AND ODSl!:RVANCS. 

The honor of originating Arbor Do.y belongs to ex G1>vernor J . 8. Morton. 
The fl~t observance of the day was in Nebraska, tu accordance with proc• 
lamat1on by the Governor. The neit year it was established. by statutory 
enactment. Kansas soon followed the example of her blater State. 

In 1876 Arbor Day was first observed In Minnesota. Michigan, Ohio, Ool· 
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orado, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Indiana, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maa
sachusett.s, New Jersey, Pennsylvania aod Georgia have fallen into the 
observance of Arbor Day, and Connecticut b.a8 an Arbor Day set apart by 
act of legislature. 

HORACE :MANN: BIOGRAPHlCAL SK"ETCil. 

Horace Mann was born in Franklin, Massachusetts, May 4, 1796. His 
rather was a farmer of limited circumstances, and Horace was obliged to 
procure an education by his own exertions. In early boyhood be earned hls 
school-books by braiding straw for bats. 1'brough continued habits of in
dustry and perseverance he was able to graduate from Brown University, 
and afterward studied law and commenced its practice at Dedham. 

In this profession he adopt.ed the principle never to take the unjust side 
of any cause. His det.ermined honesty of purpose won him the confidence 
and respect of juries and courts. 

In 1827 Mr. Mann was elected to the Massachusetts legislature, where he 
was distin.;uished tor the zeal with which be devoted himself to the inter
ests of education and temperance. Be subsequently served with honor io 
the Senate of Massachusetts. In 1837, he entered upon the duties of Secre
tary of the Massachusetts Hoard of Education, a position be maintained 
tor eleven successive years. 

By bis lectures and writings be awakened an interest in the cause of edu
cation that had never been felt before. 1'hrough his influence important 
changes were made in the school Jaws of Massachusetts, and a thorough 
reform wrought in the educational syst.em of the State. This complete or
ganization-as shown In the published reports-furnished an example for 
tl1e perfection of plans ln the formation of tbe school system of other 
States. 

In 1848, Horace Mann was elected to Congress, and his stirring speeches 
formed forcible argument against the extension of slavery. 

As President of Antioch College, at Yellow Springs, Ohio, from 1852 until 
hls death, which occurred August 2, 1859, this great scholar and heroic phi
lanthropist labored with unsparing zeal to promote the highest growth of 
the cause of education. 

No more fitting close could be made to this brief sketch of America's 
greatest educator than t11e parting words found in the last address to bis 
stude.nts: "Be ashamed to die until you have woo some victory for hu
manity." 

It Is a noteworthy fact that when Iowa pioneers were framing the struc
ture upon which our boasted free school system rests, they selected Horace 
Mann as a member of the committee of three from whom they should take 
counsel and advice. Thus be may-in a certain sense-be considered as one 
of the founders of our Iowa school system; and as a tribute to bis memory 
and the worth of bis deeds, we take pleasure in the recognition of this day 
-May 4th, the honored anniversary of bis birth-as Arbor Day for 1887 and 
likewise hope that a tree may grow and flourish in every school ground in 
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perpetuation of the gratitude of a people wbo have been so generously bene
fited by tbe seed sown broadcast over the primitive soil. 

1''AKOUS T Rl!:BS. 

What conqueror in any part of" life's broad field of battle " could desire 
a more beautiful, a more noble, or a more patriotic monument than a tree 
planted by the hands ot pure and joyous children, as a memorial of bis 
achievements? 

What earoest, honest worker wttb band a.nd brain, for the benellt or bis 
fellowmen, could desire a more pleasing recognition of bis usefulness than 
11uch a monument, a symbol of bis or her production, ever growing, ever 
blooming, e.nd ever bearing wholesome fruit? 

Trees already grown ancient have been consecrated by the presence of 
eminent personages or by some conspicuous event In our national history, 
such as the Elm tree at Philadelphia, at which William Penn made bis 
famous treaty with nineteen tribes of barbarians: the Charter Oak at IIart
ford, which preserved the writt.en guarantee of the liberties or the Colony 
ot Connecticut; the wide-spreading Oak tree at Flushing, Long Island, 
under which George Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends or Quakers, 
preached; the lofty Cypress tree in the Dismal Swamp, under which Wash
ington reposed one night In hie young manhoqd; the huge French Apple 
tree near Fort Wayne, Iodiana. where Lit.tie Turtle, tbe great Mlama 
chief, gathered his warriors; the Elm tree at Cambridge, Jn the sba<le of 
which Washington first took command of the Continental army on 8 hot 
summer's day; the Tulip tree on Kings Mountain battlefield m South 
Carolina, on which ten bloodthirsty Tories were hung at one un:e; the tall 
Pine tree at Fort Edward, Sew York, under which the beautiful Jane Mc
Crea was slain: the magnificent Black Walnut tree near llaverstraw, on the 
Hudson, at which Ge.neral Wayne mustered bis torces at midnight, pre• 
paratory to his gallant and succe88ful attack on Stony Point; the grand 
Magnolia tree near Charleston, South Carollna, under which General Lin
coln held a council of war previous to surrendering the city; the great 
.Pecan tree at VUlere's plantation, below New Orleans, under which a por• 
tion of the remains of General Peokenbam was burled; and the Pear trees 
planted, respectively. by Govemor :Edlncott, or Maseacbusett.s, and Gov
ernor Stuyvesant, of New York, more than two hundred year11 ago. 

These trees all have a place lo our national biBtory, and are Inseparable 
from it because they were so consecrated. My eyes have seen all but one 
of them, and patriotic emotions were excited at the siglJt. flow much 
more significant and suggest! ve fa the dedication of a young tree as a monu
ment.-BENBON J. LOSSINO, histnrian: 1!,'xJ,1act/rom let/M. 

THE CART TRll:E-PLANTED BY ALICE AND PIT<EIH£ CAnY. 

. In 1~2, when Alice was twelve years old, and Phc.ebe only elgbt,, as these 
little guls were returnhig home from 11chool one day, they found a small 
tree, which a farmer had grubbed up and tbro\\ n Into the road. One ot 
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them picked it up and said to the other," let us plant it." As soon as sald, 
these happy children ran to the opposite side of the road, and with sticks
tor they bad no other implement-they dug out the earth, and in the hole 
thWI made they placed the treelet; around lt, with their tiny hands, they 
drew the loosened mold, and pressed it down with their little feet. With 
what lnterest they hastened on their way to and from school, to see it i~ 
were growing; and how they clapped their llttle hands for joy when they 
saw the buds start and tbe leaves begin to form! With what delight did 
tlley watch it grow through the sunny d,,rs of summer! With what anxiety 
did they await its fate through the storms of winter, and when at last the 
lonif•looked for spring came, with what feelings or mingled hope and fear 
did they seek again their favorite tree! 

But I mu11t not pursue the subject further. It is enough to know that 
when these two sisters had grown to womanhood, and removed to New 
York <Jity, they never returned to their old home without paying a visit to 
the tree that they had planted, and that was scarcely less dear to them than 
the friends of their childl..ood days. They planted and cared for it in youth; 
tbey loved it In age. The tree is the large and beautiful Sycamore which 
one sees in passing along the Ilamilton turnpike from College Hill to Mt. 
1~1easant, Hamilton county, Ohio.-•.• 

SELECTIONS. 

I love Lhee when thy swelling buds appear, 
And one by one their tender leaves unfold, 

A.s tr tliey knew that warmer suns were near, 
Nor l.>nger sought to hide from Winter's cold ; 

And when with darker 1rr<>wth thy leaves are seen 
To veil from view the early robin 's nest, 

I love to Ile beneath thy wooing screen. 
Wlrn limbs by Summer's heat and toll oppress'd; 

And when Ille Autumn wind has stripped thee bare, 
And round thee lies the smooth, untrodden snow, 

When naught Is thine that made thee once so ratr, 
I love to watch thy shadowy form below, 

And through thy leafless arms to look above 
On stars tllat brighter beam when most we need their love. 

JONES V.KJn:: "T/11; Tru." 

Tbe,.:trees may outlive the memory of more than one of those in 
whose honor they were planted. But if it is something to make two 
blades ot grass grow where only one was growing, it is much more to have 
been the occasion or the planting of an oak which shall defy twenty scores 
of winters, oc of an elm which shall canopy with its green cloud of foliage 
half as many generations of mortal immortalities. I have written many 
verses, but the best poems I have produced are the trees I planted on the 
bill-side. Nature llllds rhymes for them in the recurring measures of the 
seasons. Wlnter strips them of their ornaments and gives them, as it 

18S7.J SUPERTh"TENDE.'\"'T OF PUBLIC LS TRUCTlO •. 41 
were, in prose translation, and summer reclothes them in all the splendid 
phrase., of their leafy language.-OLJVl'l:R W':&ND.&LL Hourss: .&!:tract from 
later. 

A. little or thy steadtMtness, 
Rounded with loary gracetulne.ss. 

Old oak, give me-
That the world's blast may round nie bto,v, 
And I yield gentl,y to and tro, 
While mystout-bear~d trunk below, 

And tlrm-St't roots unshaken be. 
I.Oll'.ICLL. 

As the leaves of trees are said to absorb all noxious qualities of the air, 
and to breathe forth a purer atmosphere, so, it seems to me, as if they drew 
from us all sorded and augry passions, and breathed rortb peace and pbllan
tbropby .-W ASlllNOTON In V{NO. 

There is something nobly simple 'Bod pure in a taste for the cultivation of 
forest trees. It argues, I think:, a sweet and generous nature to have this 
strong relish for the beauties of vegetation, and this friendship for the 
hardy and glorious sons oe the forest. He who plants an oak looks forward 
to future ages, and plants for posterity. Nothing can be less selflsb than 
this.-WASRINGTON I RVING. 

The young oak grew, aod proudly grew. 
For Its roots were deep and strong; 

And a shadow broad on the earth It threw, 
And the sunlight llnger'd long 

On tls glossy leaf, whE'ro the ntckerlag light 
Was 0uog to tbe evening sky; 

And the wild bird sought lo Its alry height, 
A.nd IJlnght Iler yow1g to 0y. 

111B9. E. 0AR:lt8 8-'IJTII: "1'/le A r,,r ,." 

COMPULSORY .RDUCATlON, 

The Twenty-first General Assembly, by joint resolution, requested 
the Superintendent to embody in hia "next biennial r oporL " an ex
banst1 ve treatment of the subject of oompnlsory ednoatioo. The 
following is the joint resolution: 

11 COYCU&R&NT BE8OLUTJON. 

" R e&olved, by the H ouse, the Senate concurring: That the Super• 
intendent of Public Instruct,ion be requested to embody in bis next 
biennial report to the General Assembly an exhaustive treatment of 
the subject of compulsory educ1tion, presenting in a condensed 
form, (l) the lawe of other States and countries, whioh have 11.dopted 

G 
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a compulsoTy system, (2) any facts which he may he able to collect 
wi.t.h reference to the operation of such laws, (3) views of eminent 
educators, together with any recommendations which he may see 

proper to make." 

The right and duty of the State to provide for the education of all 
its children and youth in a system of free schools, will hardly be 
oalled in question at this late day. It is impossible tbat any form of 
civilization should spring np and flourish among an illiterate and un
cultured people, and if history has one unambiguous lesson, it is that 
ignorance and barbarism go inseparably together in retarding the de
velopment of national life, or in bringing it into swift decay. 

Men may differ as to the mol'al scope of the intellectual training 
which our children get in the schools, but they can never be bronght 
to say that illiteracy is a kind of material on which to build a State. 
If the training of the schools in reading, writing and arithmetic, 
will not vut the youth beyond the evil destiny of a life of crime; still 
the schools at their worst must furnish that degree of elevation above, 
mere animal impulse that is nAcestiary to make sure of a citizen instead 
of a brute. That much of moral power there is in the discipline of the, 
schools, and the great civili1.ations of modern times have instinctively 
entertained and acted on this belief. They have been common school 
civilizations just to the extent in which they have kept abreast with the 
times. Especially in this country, where our theory of government 
bas transferred the base of sovereignty from the hereditary titles of 
a class to the people as a whole, the necessity of universal school 
privileges for the children becomes virtually a question of life and 
death. If the sovereign be illiterate, even by a majority of one, 
where then are our boasted republican institutions? And even if a 
large minority oannot read nor write, how must our whole experiment 
of popular goveTnment tremble in the scales. In a contest of con
tending faotione ignorance is always capable of being bought and 
sold. We are all of one mind in this regaTd. The State is bound to 
equip its coming citizen with a degree of intelligence that will en• 
able him, on bis own account, to understand what his duties and re
sponsibilities are; and right munificently have these school privileges 
been every where supplied. The quest.ion now engaging us is, should 
the State go farther and compel delinquent pa.rents to send their 
children to school. In discussing this question it wrn be necessary 
for us, (1) to get some notion of the history of compulsory school 
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legislation, with reference in the main to the success, or lack of suc
cess, with whiob suoh legislation ha11 compassed its aim; and then 
(2), to look into the exigenoy of our own time and determine. if pos~ 
sible, what would be the probable result of a compulsory law upon 
education in our own State. 

IUSTORIOAL SURVEY. 

It is a significant faot that the idea of compulsory education was 
co-eval with the first suggestion of a system of public free schools. 
To Martin Lother belongs the credit of having first conceived of 
popular education, and, with singular fcresight of what would be its 
embarrassments and needs. As early as 1524 he sent out an appeal 
to the bergomasters and magistrates of all towns in the GeTman 
countries insisting that all the children should be taught to read the 
Bible in their mother tongue, and that to this end free schools should 
be established in all the parishes, and it should be made "the dnty of 
the State authorities to compel their subjects to send their children 
to school." In the spirit of that suggestion all the German St.ates 
~ave, from that very hour, been at work on the problem of a prac
t1cable compulsory law ; and after a reecript defining the school ago 
of children was issued by the Duke of Brunswick about 1080, tbe 
movement was uninterrupted and assured. As early as the begin
ning of the nineteenth century all the German States had wheeled into 
line. 

now PROSSIA. RBTRJXVXD uxn NATIONAL DISGRA.Olt. 

It will illustrate the wisdom of Germany and the practical work
ing of a vigorously executed compulsory school law, to allude in this 
connection to a most signal crisie in t.he history of the Gorman 
States, In 1806 Pro11sia, almost single handed, threw herself against 
the victorious tactics of Napoleon, aod was so completely demoraliv.ed 
and disgraced in the conflict as to be compelled to stand by and wit
ness the sacking of her capital by the French, and the abduction of 
her art-treasures as trophies to Paris. That indignity Kiog Fred• 
eric William JU determined to avenge. As to how he should do 
this, we have information in hie own words : "Althoflgh we have 
lost territory, power, and prestige, still we must strive to regain what 
we have lost by acquiring intellectual and moral power; and, there• 
fore, it ie my earnest desire and will to rehabilitate the nation by 
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devoting a most earnest attention to the ed_uca.~ion of the ma.sees of 
my people." Thie noble resolution was carried into effect by entru~t. 
ing tbe national education to a. separate branch of the _State admtn• 
istration, with a distinguished educator and scholars at its head. Bot 
the chief thing done thereafter, was the vigorous execution of the 

compulsory school law. . . 
What a oase of prevision this was, and how eubhmely the rehabtl-

tatiog of the German nation followed upon this_ method of regatn1_ng 
int.ellectulll and moral power, coercive though it was I Almost with 
the precision of cause and effect, the day ca.me when Prussia wreaked 
her revenge on France for the Napoleonic insult, when on the surren• 
der of P aris, 187 l, King William was crowned Emperor of Germany 
in the Hall of Mirore in the palace at Versailles. 

&.ARLY lNOKPTION OF COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

It would seem that the idea of compulsory legislation has kept 
pace with the conception of a public school system from the first. 
In all the Scandinavian kingdoms the two movements have kept pace, 
and in particular, Denmark has attained a foremost rank in the gen
,eral intelli~ence of her people by a vigorous enforcement of her 
oowpulsory school law. The movement seems germain to all the 
great branches of the T eutonic race, unless it be England, where, for 
reasons we need not now stop to look into, the popular feeling bas al ways 
been adverse to any large participation of the State government in 
tbe management of the schools. Yet, even there, under the discre
tionary power of municipal sohool boards, compulsory school attend· 
ance, since 1870, bas been undergoing a thorough t rial, and a gratify
ing record of resulttt bas been obtained. 

As an instance, however, of the early inception of this idea, we 
mav adduce the educational history of our own country, and the fact 
that as far back as 1650, only ten years after the same movement had 
been inaugurated in Germany, Connecticut. in her colonial days in• 
eluded in her code of laws a stringent statute for compulsory attend· 
ance upon school, and this law continued in force, and was success
fully improved until in t he early part of the present century it fell 
into neglect and so remained through an interval of years, and in 
1sog took on a new lease of life. 

Public schools and oumpulsory school attendance a re, it would 
seem, ideas of tiwn origin. Even though schools are open and free 
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for all, all children will not attend. This startling paradox is easy to 
explain. Ignorance is not only unapprized of what will make for its 
good, but io addition has clinging around it an environment of idle
ness and shiftless living which it very reluctantly throws off. Parents 
of low organization, and hereditarily under the whip of oiroumetanoe, 
have the higher interests of their children very little at heart, and 
will keep them grinding in the oruel mill of neoeseity whEre their 
own vioee possibly have imperious sway, until the years of school op
portunity have gone by forever, and the great army of illiterates gets 
them as recruits. The number of these is always discouragingly 
large, and without some influence from above, laying hold of them 
with a fi rm but beneficient hand, they are not likely to decrease. The 
knowledge of this fact would naturally suggest compulsory measures 
in connection with a project to eatablish public schools, and keep 
more or less active a public effort in this direction through all the 
subsequent year@. 

SPRCJFIO BXA?ofPLBS-PRU88IA AND SAXONY. 

Leaving now, this general aspect of the history of compulsory leg
islation, we must come to particulars, with t he view of asoortainit1g 
to what extent such legislation has been carried into effect, and how 
far it has succeeded or failed in acoompliehing its end. It ie nothing 
nnusual for legislative enactments, wholly tentative and intermittent, 
to follow the fashion in public favor, and so be persisted in, over 
many counties and through long periods of time, without ever comiug 
to fruit in snob resu lts as had been hoped. Impracticable legislation 
is not a thing unknown. On the other hand it often occurs in tho 
history of legislation that a measure designed to reform an abuse, or 
promote a good, has failed through many stages of its trial, and yet 
at last through these very reverses has pushed its way to success. W e 
must look at the workings of the compulsory sobool law in the light 
of the broadest generalizations we can make o( the place, and cir• 
cumstancee and time, in which the law has been operated, if we would 
rightly estimate the value of such a law as against the formidable 
difficulties .in the way of speedy and uniform result.I!. 

Thus, for example, in Germany we have already seen that the lo.w 
passed through a process of groping evolution, resoript following 
resoript, until a definite school age was 6ied upon within which all 
offenses should be open to prosecution. And even th en it lagged 
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f ineffectual execution, until Prussia stung to through many years o 
· k b the victories of Napoleon, undertook the novel enter-the quio Y • • f 

- h b'l·t t· g the nation through the vigorous execution o pnse of re a 1 i a 10 

1 b 01 law At that point, also, as we have seen, the a compu sory sc o · . 
· l nted by additional belpmg apparatus to ensure law wae agatn impp eme 

• · Tb bole matter of public education was taken away its execution. e w 
·t•~ and constituted a separate department of the State from a comm1 =8, . . 

d · · t t' w·ith a minister of public instruot1on at its head, and a mims ra ion, . . . 
l · · fo eaoh province Th1s ob1ef officer 1s not only }oca superv1s1on r · . . . 

· · f bli'o instruction but of ecclesiast10al affairs as well, and m1mster o pa . . 
· · f · t · fer that here as elsewhere, m all the old world nat1on-1t 18 air O ln > 

alities in whioh Church and State are united, the management of the 
schools must be considerably embarrassed by this two-fold and often 
di~sentient control. 

To what extent this may have interfered with the enforcement of _a 
compulsory school law we are not prepare_d to ~ay, but we have this 
instructive item of history bearing on this point. In 18'73 Saxony 
passed a new school law, in which a long step forward was taken 
toward secularizing the elementary schools. The clericals were thru~t 
in the baok ground, and the advance in school attendance and JO 

hool improvement in every way was so marked as to attract t he 
80 . _ • 
att ention of the whole German nation. W hether this rncrease rn at-
t endance was due to the revived interest in the school11 accompanying 
the new regime, and the improved methods of instruction and dis
cipline going with it, or to the more efficient execution of the oom• 
pnlsory sohool law, now less hampered by ecclesiastical interference, 
it is not in our power to say. T he presnmpt.ion is in favor of the 
latter by as muoh as the improvement followed immediately npon the 
seoul;rization of the schools. In the absence of specific information 
on this point it is reasonable to conclude, that where the oivil and 
eoolesiastioal powers are mixed up in the management of the schools, 
a trouble must arise like that which embarrassed the administratioa 
of justice in England when the civil and spiritual courts could not 
agree. 

Suffice it to say that the German and Scandinavian kingdoms have 
pushed on a compulsory so1'ool law through analogous stages of de
velopment, and against much the same difficulties, and these often of 
a most formidable oharaoter; and yet they have never questioned the 
necessity of a compulsory Law, or showed any inclination to give it 
up. 
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FRA.NOB. 

In France, since the e!.tabliehment of the democracy, a most inter
esting movement in school management has been set on foot. Dur
ing the revolutionary period and under the empire, Franoe was 
strong in superior and secondary in truotion; but bad no system of 
elementary schools until, through the enthusiastic labors or M. 
Guizot in 18331 the first primary schools were established by the 
State. These lived on through years of tardy development mainly 
ae an exotic from Germany, and held baok by the imperfect methods 
of instruction that prevailed in these sobools. W~en, however, 
Germany came in upon her ae a body in 1871, and the empire fell 
before the superior skill and intelligence of an educated soldiery, 
the humbled French people determined to wrest the eobool secret 
from the hands of their oonquerore, and in that way get back the 
prestige they had lost. 

France at this crisis of her history had the advantage of being 
"the heir of all the ages" in matters oivil aud scholastic, and how 
she availed herself of her great occasion will appear in the following 
eiguifioant facts: In 1881, a law was passed establishing absolute 
gratuity of instruction in the primary publio schools. Ilere was a 
system of free elementary schools for the first time. In 1882 soother 
law wae passed, making primary edaoatioo compulsor y and non
religious, thus presenting the rare spectacle of a nation receiving 
ready-made from the hands of the surrounding nations a eohool sys
tem, perfected by the long years of trial and experience in which the 
r ecipients bad no share, and this ooly five years ago. 

What we note now is that a salient feature of the new system is 
compulsory education, going inseparably with the establishment of 
free and non-religious schools. IL is too early in the history of tbie 
great undertaking to reckon on results, but it is a mark of the wisdom 
of the new order of statesmen, that they have planted their educa
t ional system so deep in the virgin soil of the popular government 
they have founded. 

ANOMALOUS ATTJTUDB t>IJ' ENOLA.ND. 

We have already alluded to the anomalous attitude of Eoglancl 
toward any participation on t he part of the Stata government in 
school affairs. 

"In other countries, education has gradually become a eubjoot of 
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interest to all, and governments especially have deemed their inter
ference es~ential. In England, on the contrary, the effort to educate 
ball mainly arisen with the churches, and the State has, even to this 
day, obtained only a subordinate position in t he management of the 

schools." 
There is no national 8) stem of education in England, in any proper 

sense of tbai term, and no absolutely gratuitous instruction in ele
mentary eohools. E ngland bas been almost as slow in conceiving of 
responsibility of the State toward its uneducat~~ mass.es as was 
F rance, and is even now so hampered by t he rehg1oae d1fficnlty as 
not to be able to participate directly in the management of the echoola. 
Tbe most signal advance made in this direction was in Mr. Foster's 
bill of 1870, which contained pr ovisions empowering corporations to 
establish local school boards, impose rates, enact compulsory school 

laws. 
This act was enpplemented by the elementary educat ional act of 

1873, in wbioh further important changes were made in 1876, all 
looking to some efficient method of enforcing attendance on the 
borough and parish schools. Inquisitorial committee11, and day in
dustr ial echoole, were pat within the power of t hese local boards as 
co-ordinate means of carrying the compulsory school law into effect. 
B ot then, as now, the attitude of the government was not mandatory 
but advisory, and so there is want ing the ubiquitous authority of the 
State in securing attendance upon the schools. Even State aid to the 
support of the borough and parish schools is not granted, except on 
the recommendation of an inspeotor who is appointed by the crown. 

COVPITLSORY JtO!TCATlON IN O LASGOW- STATLSTICS. 

Nevertheless, under this clumsy and indirect system, some note
worthy experiments have been made in compulsory education in 
some of the larger citie11, and we subjoin a sigo~ficant table of statis• 
tics illustrating what can be done through the vigoroue exeoution of 
a local law. The city of Glascow, Scotland, is selected because the 
increase of population is not enough to affect the result, and the 
estimate is made between the dates of 1873 ard 1882. 

. 18,3. llf!~. 118i8.1 187i. l 1878., '8.9. 11880. 1881. 1 181!2. 

No. 0 0 tb·e--ro""ll-.• -•. -. -. . -. . -.. -.• -.. -.-.. -. • -•. -.. -. -. . ""'"103"',-=-=,96-=-i\66=-=.!1."""lll+:65=-,Z>I=. 7 67 .1169'70.M i0.913'TO,i02170.801l74,::: 
Aver11ge No. lo a ttendance ........ ... . 4S,803 63.&.6IH,112

1

:H,U311886()

1
~.9Cll !!0,1"8118,66618:~ 

Per ct. or Av. auenda.nce to No. on roll RI% 80'!.i 113 Rl"' I 83~ 84•~1 83). 8-4.28 St..30 
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In sc,rnning this table we note the following particulars: 
Fir,t. I n the course or the tweh'e years the number enrolled hae 

increased from 5!3,796 to 74,024, being an increue of 90,928 pupih,, 
or 37 .6 per cent. 

&cond. The average number in attendance during tbo11e years bas 
increased from 43,803 to 62,467, making a differenoe of I ,oo i, or 
42.6 per cent. 

Third. The per cent of those attending to those on the roll ha, 
increased in the same time from 8lt per cent in 1873 to 84.39 per 
cent in 1882. 

VISITATION-A. MISSlONA.RY l!'KATUU. 

T bis i, a most creditable 11howing, and may be regarded as a teat 
oase, in ciroumstances in which the increase of population will not 
diet.orb the estimate. But we must consider the expedients resorted 
to in oarrying the law into effect. 

First. As a preliminary movement the officers were sent out on a 
kind of census visitation, from house to house, o( every family iu the 
city, to be kept up for two years and upward. The result was, they 
found more than 20,000 "defaulters"-parents and guardians who 
were not sending their children t o school. The report of the inspec
tor goes on to ·say, that about seventy-five per cent of these wer e 
easily got to school by simply having an officer wait on them, and in 
case that was not sufficient, sending them a printed form calling their 
attention to the requirements of the act. 

&cond. The recalcitrant ones were dealt with by the extreme 
measure of the law, viz.: Prosecution, fine and impri11onment, only 
when every other expedient had failed. 

And in order that prosecution might be avoided, t.he board would 
go among the defaulting parents and hold meetings with them, bear• 
ing their ercuses, and urging them to send their children to 11chool. 
In order to awaken in the minds of these igooran~ people some 11en10 
of the majesty of law, they circulated among them fly-leavo11 con
taining statement& of the wont oases of pro11eoution with the penal
ties inflicted; and it wa11 the opinion of tbe chairman of the attend
anoe committee that these meetings, and the fly leave, distributed 
there, or otherwise the repeated calls of the officer with word, or 
earnest remonstrance and persuasion, were more efficient meao1 
toward tbe successful enforcement of the law, than would have been 

7 
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the sheriff's warrant going directly to the mark. But this i8 mi88ion-
or philanthropic labor snpplementing the rigors of the law, and 

:;;8 an element which we can never safely omit from our most 8&11· 

guine reckoning as to the practicability of any law ooercing children 
to school. The good and satisfactory results of snob a law are beet 
aecured by avoiding ite execntion when that oan be done, by resorting 
to every method of getting the children to school short of ooeroion, 
\ ut under the moral or admonitory incitements of snob a law. 

T his important principle should never be lost eight of in discnssing 
this subject. For unless these persuasive agencies go along with the 
effort to enforce a compulsory law, there is very little ground to hope 
for succeee. On the other hand, it would be an unpardonable over
aight not to oredit the law with these voluntary and philanthropio 
exertions on the part of sohool au,horities, in their attempt to seoure 
tho end contemplated by t he law, by recovering the offender rather 

than by punishing the offense. 
T he experiment in Glasgow furnishes an impressive illustration in 

point. Tbat board resorted to prosecution only after repeated re
monstrance, and in oases of the moet stubborn and persistent refneal 
to comply with the law. And in a table of prosecutions which the 
inspector drew up it appears that, in the cotuse of ten years, only 
680 prosecutions were made; that two of these years witnessed no 
prosecntions, and ib the others the number varied "from 18 to 109. 

T hie in a city, next to London, the most populous in Great Britain, 
with a population in 1880 of about 600,000. So effective has been ita 
work on the 20,000 pauper and neglected children, in i t.s peculiar man• 
ner of operating its compulsory school law, that it is said there are not 
now more than 8,000 children of school age in that. immense city 
who are not in attendance on their voluntary or board schools. A 
result so g rand awakens a thrill of exultation in every philanthropic 
heart. But it must not be forgotten t hat it was the avowed policy of 
\he school officers to prosecute defaulters only as a dernier resort, 
and then to use these with delinquents for their moral effect. 

DAT INDUSTRU.L SCB OOLS. 

Another feature of this Glasgow movement, and representing a 

kind of supplementary effort coming up naturally to the help of a 
oompulsory law, was the eRtablishment of what were called " day in• 
dustrial 11chool1.1," in which a class of children, not easily manageable 
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in school of the other kind, were put under a regime suited to their 
pecial needs. 

In aJI large cities, and in rural districts as well, there is a ola11s of 
children who have been ushered into life with the moral damps of 
evil and criminal associations lying around them, and they grow up 
through infancy and childhood with the infection in their blood. 
The children of intemperate parents, of deserted wives or wido1rers 
without employment., or of families wbern disease and poverty and 
ori me have thrown the little ones into the cruel mills of necessity to 
fight for their very bread on the streets-this clasa of children are 
neither morally nor mentally fitted to be ola11sified in the ordinary 
school-not, at least, until some speole~_of preparatory t raining has 
made them ready for the place. 

The suggest.ion, therefore, of day industrial schools for children 
suoh as these, grew very naturally out of the effort to secure uni
versal attendanoti upon the sohoolt1, and to have such sobool privileges 
as would be adapted to all. These schools, however, as being a part 
of a system of appliances intended to secure attendance upon school, 
are largely of a reformAtory character, and tributary in this way to 
the certified schools-so that they must not be identified with what 
in this country are called industrial eohools. They are simply an e~
pedient for pressing the truant and the incorrigible into a willingness 
to aooept the privileges of the other schools. They have, however, 
stimaJated a fruitful line of inquiry a11d erperimentation in Europe 
and in this count ry, looking toward the possible mod1fioation of our 
whole school system, by the introduction of some sort of industrial 
curriculum in our public schools. T hie is not tho place for an ox
tended discussion of a theme like that; but there are oertain aspocl.8 
of it as related to the subject of compulsory education which we 
cannot afford to pass by. 

INDU8TRJ.+..L TRAOHNO A..ND OOKPULSORV SOUOOL LAW. 

As distinguished from day industrial schools, and from reforma. 
tory schools generally, it would aeem to be one of the valuable les
sons to be gleaned from the history of compulsory education, that 
industrial training as a part of the organic school life, as having a 
large and definitely outlined place in all elementary in11truct.ion and 
routine, would be the final justification of a compulsory eohool Law. 
Not for pauper and criminal masses alone would ,ooh a curriculum 
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oome with power to redeem from idleness, and thereby from shift
leB8ness and crime ; but there ie reason to believe t hat, if eucb a ottr
riculum could be determined upon, it wotlld be practically eervicea
ble for the great mass of all classes of children, in better fitting 
them for the kind of life upon which they will be required to enter. 
If the public could be assured of that point there would be little 
heeitancy in accepting a compulsory school law. 

Perhaps tbe most valid objeotion that can be made against coer. 
cion in education, is that which finds in the school organiza.tion as it 
now is, too exclusive occupation of the head, and none of the hand, 
too long and too persistent drill in the sedentary habit, and almost 
none in the active exercise of the limbs. I t is often complained that 
the process of passive acquisition absorbs almost wholly the routine 
of the school-room, going out in soarcely any channel of immediate 
and practical application of what bas been acquiTed, and that this 
tread-mill is enforced upon pupils for so many years of the forma
tive period of life, that when done they are disqualified, the 
rather, for the occupations in which they must engage. At least, it 
is claimed, they are made dissatisfied with the rough lines of labor 
that must in ruost oases fall to their lot, that, in fact, the schools as 
now organized educate the children above the mode of life upon 
which, both by oiroumstanoe and capacity, they are destined to enter. 
How far this criticism is well founded we do not now assume to say, 
but simply allude to it as furnishing the most plausible ground for 
the popular lethargy in this country on the whole subject of coercive 
attendance upon eobool. 

OOMPA.RAT lV.B KSTnU.TK 011' SCDOOL P ROGBRSS UNDER C01J(J>ULSORY 

SCHOOL LAW IN EUROPEAN STAT.BS. 

Before leaving the European countries we must attempt a oompar 
ative estimate of the general sohool progress among the leading na
tions respectively, with a view to the practical working of a oompul- · 
sory school law. We subjoin the following table of per oente of (a} 
school population attending school, and (b) adults who can read. 
The countries in whiob there is some form of compulsory education 
are marked *. 
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•.Austria ..................... ........................ . 
*Bavaria .......... .. . ..... ......................... . 

: t1:1i::1c : ·. ·. ·. · .. : ... : : : . : : . : : . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
•~oglaod and Wales .. ....... ............. .. ... . .. . .. . 
"Fr11.0ce .......... ..... .. ................. ... ....... . 
*JJ unl(llr}' ..... .............................. ........ . 
*.lJ·eland ........... ... ... . ... . ....................... . 
*Jtaly ...... .. . .. .. ... . . . . . .. .... .. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. 
• ., l'therlanda .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. ... .. 
*Norway ................. .. ......................... . 
*Portugal ..... .... ........ ...... . ....... .. . _ . ..... .. . 
*l'ruBSi& .. .. .......... . ... ... . . . ......... .. ... . . .. . . . 
Russia . . ...... ...... .. .. . ... .. ... . ... .... .. ......... . 
*Saxony ..... ................. . ..................... . . 
"Scotland. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

~~~en:::.::::::::::::·:: .::::.::::::::::·:::::::::::· 
*Switzerland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .. . ....... .. .... . 
~~~~~1r, · -...... · ·.. .. --· · .... · .... · · · -.... -· -.. 

~nited States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
MexJco ......................... .. ............ .. 
New Brunswick .......... .. ..... . . ....... .. . .. .. . 
Nova Scotia . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ............. . 
Ontario ................. . . .•.. ... . ..... •... . ..... . 

68 
11 :.: 
89 
9" 
l 
71 .. . ... 
78 
Off 
42 

sbl 
82 
tH 
8 

101 
91 
6-l 
7 
OS 
91 

49 
86 
86 
84 
84 

49 
67 
41 
80 
87 
S4 
9-l 
11 
88 
88 
S4 
ff1 

88 
88 

08 88 
U! 7 

IOS •••. • .•••. 
80 ......... . 
07 . ...... .. 

LOW P.BR CENT OJ!' SCDOOL ATTBNl>ANO.B IN TBB UNITBO STAT.BS, 

A mortifying fact brought out by t.bis table is, that the United 
States, in the matter of sohool attendance, etands with the lower and 
more backward nationalities of western .Europe. \Ve are below Ire, 
land, and very nearly in the company of Spain and Italy in tb i11 re• 
spect. There ie no one of the great powere except England and 
Wales to which we oan make any sort of approaoh; and if this ie 
without doubt reepeotablo sooioty it i11 none the Iese a forlorn oom
fort, when we reflect that England, great as she is ll8 a oommorcial 
power, and far in the lead of all othor nations in science, and lettore, 
and economy, and law, bas nevertheless been-to eay the least- re
mis11 in her oare for the masses. 

There is this to be said, by way of offset in our oa11e, that while 
our percentage of eohool attendance is eo low, the grou number of 
adnlts among os who can read, is euoh ae to send us considerably op
ward in the scale. Here we are in the society of all the great ed
ucating powers of Saxony, Sootland, Netherlands, Switzerland and 
W urtemburg. P russia, ae an educating nation, outstrips tbe world. 
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It furnishes a ourioos problem, however, how the percentage of 
school'attendance with us ehoold be eo low, and the percentage of 
adults who oan r~ad should be so high. The figures for England tell 
the same tale. T his ie doe, we are inclined to think, to the wide
spread prevalence of other educating agencies among t he Englieb
epeaki.ng people, aside from the public sohools:-the prese, for exam
ple, pouring its floods of newspapers and boob of all kinds almost 
gratuitously into every home. The pulpit, the sabbath school, the 
unwonted activity of the English and :American mind-the very at
mosphere of our civilization breathing around the illiterate, forces 
them, in a manner, to pick up the rudiments of learning after their 
suhool-days are past. 

Illiteracy is certainly not a thing congenial to English or American 
life. We are accustomed to say that it is largely an exotic in this 
country, being thrown in upon us by foreign immigration, from non
eduMting countries and from educati.ng countries, where the after
blight of f eudalism still keeps certain classes low down in the social 
scale, and shuts them away from the privileges of the echool11. Com 
ing to this country they find themselves invested with the preroga
tive of voting citizens, and are compelled to acquire some measure of 
the reading intelligence that i~ afloat. 

If;this is true, it only complicates the problem with reference to 
the practical operation of a compulsory school law. Jn deciding this 
problem, it makes very g reat difference as to whether our iiliteraoy 
is indigenous or not . There were no need of compulsion if the genius 
of our institutions carries our own children easily and unresistingly 
into the schools, and if the assimilating powers of our civilization rap
idly absorbs the foreign illiteracy that is thrown upon our shores. 

But the faots in the case as we may look upon them in any indi
vidual inetanoe, as, for example in any of the large citjes in our land, 
will not warrant our entertaining so optimistic a view. W e shall 
find a tendency on the part of a large portion of ouT own population, 
when left to t hemselves, to gravitate away from the schools, and away 
from the moral and intellectual culture which the schools afford. 
And so, therefore, despite this relatively large percentage of those 
who oao read among our adult population, we incline to the opinion 
that .the general teaching of this table as a whole, should be accepted 
at1 indicating the ultimate value of a rigorously executed compulsory 
sohool law. 

Thus it ie a fact that every one of the great nations of W astern 
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Eu.rope bas oompulsory education. And it is a further fact. that in 
those nations among whom compulsory education has been most r ig
idly enforced, there are most extraordinary r esults to show. Prussia, 
for example, has 91 per cent of attendance and 94 of reading popula
tion. Saxony has 101 per cent of attendance and 88 of reading pop
ulation. Bavaria, Denmark, Scotland and Switzerland follow suit. 
Among these people there is scarcely any one found who has not bee• 
in attendance upon the schools; and in Prussia it would be rare to 
meet with any one who could not read and write. These are all 
countries in which the compulsory regulations are energetically en• 
forced. If we should set up 90 per cent of attendance as our ideal 
standard to be attained, we have here oases in which that limit bu 
been traneoended, and we need have no hesitanoy in saying that 
among no people on earth could that limit be reached without a oom
puleory law. Even if these footings are not absolutely correct, t hey 
are approximately eo,and will fairly-represent the general educational 
condition of the old world. 

PROBLBMATlC 0.A.SRS-lTALY1 PORTUGAL, SP.AlN- THE .APP.ALLTNO COlf• 

DITION OP' RUSSIA, 

But there are some countries on this list, among whom eduoation 
is obligatory, that have very meagre results to show; for example, 
Italy, Portugal and Spain. The reasons for this are not to be found 
wholly in the ineffectual working of the compulsory school law. I■ 
Italy, for example, in 1877, primary instruction was made obligatory, 
but the law was not exeout.ed, and remained almost a. dead letter t ill 
1884, when the minister of public instruction resorted to special 
measures to have it enforced. I n the meantime, it was stated by M. 
Rivera, director of primary instruction, that the in1111perablo obsta.
oles in the way of enforcing the law were the povorty o( the people 
and the poor quality of the teachers employed. "Aa the parent.II 
cannot give their children proper food and clothing, they hesitate to 
send them to school, when by keeping them away tbero is a ohanoe 
to pick up a little money in looking out for the flocks, and in other 
ways." There is here, as in Spain and Portugal also, the doori8 of 
decayed civilization, and an inveterate pauper class against which all 
educational progress must struggle. In Spain, the whole system of 
public instruction was reorganized in 1882, and some of the most 
radical educational reforms were set on foot. Portugal, also, is but 
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recently in the field of primary compulsory- education, and her meth
ods of eupervi@ion •re u yet so imperfect that it is impossible to get 
from the ofticial department any statistics that are at all reliable. 

The most impressive leeeon gathered from the table is the educa
tional condition of Russia. H ere is no compulsory education, and 
almost no primary education at all. An absolute monarchy, having 
away over eight million and a half sguare miles, with a population 
of nearly one hundred and three millions, it had, in 1871, but one 
pupil in school out of every one hundred inhabitant!, and has made 
very little progress except in higher education since that time. It is 
therefore no wonder that the Czar's dominions should tremble so 
often from center to ciroumferenoe with the rumblings of nihilistic 
discontent, and that the menace of dynamite should so often waylay 
the affairs of state. With 89 per cent of illiter&ey, and the little 
area of light centering in the universities pouring out upon a people 
half barbarous, a materialistic and communistic philosophy, what 
hope is there for good government or national stability in such a 

et.ate of things? 

OOll.POLSORY EDUCATION IN TOE UNTTB:D STATB:S-TABLlt OP' STATISTICS, 

Ilaving traced, somewhat in detail, the rise and spread of compul
sory education i,o the European States, we may turn now to our own 
country, and see w.hat bas been done in this direction in the several 
States. And as our researches and reasonings on t his subject must 
involve tho whole question of the educational condition of our coun
try, 1\8 to school population, and enrollment, and attendance, and 
illi teracy, we subjoin a table, in which these items are conveniently 
arranged for reference. Those States marked with * have compul
sory laws: 
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Alabama .................................................... . 
Arll&115&.1 ....... . ........... . ............................. . 
• California • ... .. .• .. .. . • • .. .. .... . 
Oolorado ........... . .............. ... ........ ............ .. 
• Oo11uootlcut •. • .......................................... . 
0e1&ware ....... ................... .......................... .. 
Plurlda ...................................................... .. 
Georgia ................ .... ... ................................ . 
• llllools ........................ ............................... . 
IodlaoB ............................................ .... ...... . 
Iowa ......................................................... .. 
• K.ansaa ................ ............................ ........... . 
Kentucky .................................................... .. 
Loul.slana .................................................... . 
• Maine ....................................................... .. 
l>laryland ...... ............................................... . 
• ltlMS&Cbusetts .. .. ........................................... . 
• Michigan ................................................... .. 
l 1tnne80ta ..... , .............. ................................ .. 

~::.~~~:::::::::. :::::::: :::::: :: :::::::::::::: :: :::: :::: :: :: 
Nebraska ................................. . ................... .. 
• Neva<I& . .. .................................................. .. 
• New Hampshire .......................................... .. .. 
• New Jersey ......... .. ....................................... . 
• New York .................................................. .. 
N1Jrlh Carolina ................................. .............. .. 
0 0blo .................. ..................................... .. 
Oregon ........... .............. .... .... .............. ......... . 
0 l'emuylvanl& ... ...... .... ........ ........................... . 
• Rhode lellloDd ....... "" ...... .... .... ....... " ... .......... .. 
South Carolina ....................... .................. ....... . 

6•21 llll,821 61 80 'n.1 
8-16 311,1:W 79 20 :14.l 

Tennessee .............. ...................................... .. 
Texas .................................... . ..................... . 

6-20 119,463 78 48 4.9 
6·21 6113,807 112 ao MO 
ti-SI 228.186 73 ◄5 11,l 

• Vermont .... ................................................. . 
Vlrglola .... .................................... .... ........ ... . 

~-20 1123,730 00 M 4.0 
WIIS, Vl~lola , ............................................... .. 
• Wtscons n .......... . ..... .. , .. .......... _. _ .. --0 ..... ··- ·"'-"""'· '.c..."-·""'· ._ .. _ .. _---'-'---'-.;;.;....;..;;,._..;;.;;..-"'"-~ 

The firet thing to be noted on inapeoting t.hie table i11, that only 
Northern States-sixteen in all, have adopted a compulsory eohool 
law; and that a11 the Southern States, togetbot with six Northern 
State11, are set down as up to this date, unwilling or unable lo secure 
the enactment. of such a law. Now, what does this moan? 

So far ae tile Southern St.ates are concerned, it is easy t.o find a 
Teaeon for their lack of interest in popular education in the long 
years of retarded civilization under the blight of Blavory, and in the 
race caste which that institution settled so deeply in their social life. 
Until recently a large proportion of their population wa11 without 
citizenship, and it waa not to the interest of the rest that they should 
be made sufficiently intelligent to desire it. After thJl.t order of 
things bad been swept away by the war, there still remained the old 
uce prejudice which has kept back that people from any impartia l 
and aggre11sive measures toward rendering 8chool privileges univer-

8 
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sal. There is a slow and steady advance of these St.ates out of this 
unhappy condition of things, bot certainly it is nothfog to be sur
prised at that not a single one of them sho~Jd h_ave had any thought 
of resorting to coercive measures to get their children to school. 

When, however, we are oblige.d to put into this list some of 011r 

most flourishing and cultured Northern States, Indiana, N ebra.ska, 
.Minnesota, and our own Iowa, the problem becomes a little entangled 
with conditions lying deeper than what we should at first suspect. 

IOWA-EDUCATIONAL STATUS, 

Take Iowa, for example. W e have no compulsory school law. 
Several unsuccessful attempts have been made to secure the enact
ment of such a law. There is always a strong advocacy of compul
sory education in the teachers' associations and among the legislative 
bodies of tl10 State, but the sentiment bas never been persistent 
enough to put such a law upon the statute book. It cannot be from 
social environment or lack of interest, as in the Southern States, that 
Iowa has held back from this special mode of promoting the effi. 
ciency of the schools. It could hardly be that there is no felt neces
sity of a measure so uniformly resorted to by all the great nations of 
W estern Europe and nearly one-half of the States of the American 
union, and all the Northern States except six. 

It is, indeed, true that Iowa bas the distinctiop of having the lowest 
percentage of illiteracy of any State in the Union, and singularly 
enough, Nebraska ranks next. Both of these States are on the non
compulsory list. But, this fact, whilst unquestionably complimentary 
to tbe general intelligence of these States, ought not to b e accepted 
for anything more than it is worth. As already intimated, the per
centage of illiteracy depends upon causes reaching back of t he schools 
to the social et.anding of the original settlers of a State, and the kind 
of immigrant population that subsequently arrives. As to general 
intelligence, Iowa stands at the bead of all the States of the Union, 
but thie extraneous distinction should not blind ue to the fact that 
certain other estimates have a damaging story to tell. 

Thus, while it is true that 75 per cent of our school population are 
enrolled, there is only 46 per cent of that population in average at
tendance on the public schools. That is to say not one-half of the 
children that are of the requisite scho, l age are found in the schools. 
This state of things is made to hint the more decisively toward the 
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necessity of a oompulsory school law, when it is noted that nearly 70 
per oent of the whole number of school children are enrolled, while 
the average daily attendance falls considerably below one-half. We 
are thus allowing more than one-half our school children to withhold 
themselves altogether from the schools, or, having entered, to fritter 
away their opportunities by truancy and neglect. If this be a fair 
statement of the actnal facts in the c&ee, what in a little time will be 
the result? Evidently illiteraov will very much enlarge i ts borders, 
and our reputation for general intelligence will speedily decline. 

COMPARATIVE E STUlATE OF TllB LARGER STAT.ES-Nlt\V YORK, lLLJNOIS, 

OHIO AND PENNSYLVANIA. 

We may now proceed to a comparative estimate of some of the 
larger States where compulsory education is in force, to see if its 
practical workings are such as might be hoped. New York, Penn• 
sylvania, Ohio and Illinois, are respectively represented by over a 
million school population, and at varying dates, and with provisions 
somewhat diversified to snit the special needs of the locality, have 
enacted compulsory school laws. Let as briefly inquire into the ex
perrence of these States with reference to the kind of law they have 
adopted, and the extent and manner in \_Vhich they have carried it 
into effect. 

New York struggles against the constant influx of the riff raff of 
the old world, and the sloughings of European pauperiem and dis
content as a kind of social sewerage, often deluging the whole sys
tem of municipal government in the metropolis. W e shall not be 
surprised therefore that, notwithstanding the menace of a compuls
ory school law, t here should be an enrollment of only 69 per cent out 
of a school population of 1,702,967, an average daily attendance of 
only 85 per cent, and that the illiteracy should be 4.2. 

New York City in an especial manner should feel the need of such 
a law, and bring every agency to bear in ooeroing the children to 
school. From the report of the Board of Education of that city for 
1884, we gather the following interesting iteme: (l) U oder the 
amended law the board employed truant agents, whose ant.ire time . 
was devoted to the duties of their office, who were empowert d to 
apprehend aJl ch ildren between the ages of eight and fourteen who 
might be found wandering about the streets and public places of the 
city daring school hours, and bring them to school. During a single 
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year these agents returned to school 2,247 truants and placed in 
school 782 non attendants. (2) The board report that "the failure 
to send their obildren to the schools is confined almost entirely to 
the cases of very poor or illiterate immigr11.nta a.nd of the vagrant 
and criminal classes.,, 

Illinois, with about the same soh•ol population, 1,069,274 of a 
school age, from 6 to 21, bas a somewhat higher showing in per cent 
of enrollment {68, as against New York, 59,) and in per cent of at
tendance {46, as against New York, 35), and about the same illiteracy 
(4.3, as against 4.2). The Illinois law, passed in 1883, has none of 
the special provisions of the amended law of New York with refer
ence to t ruancy and ~he employment of children under age, but 
simply requires every person having charge of any child or children 
8 to U years of age, to send snob obild or children to a public or 
private day school for a period of not less than twelve weeks in ea.oh 
school year, unless snob ohild or children be excused by the school 
officers of the city, town, or district in which t he child. or children 
reside, the penalty for violating tbe statute being $5 to 120. 

Inasmuob as large cit ies a.re in the main to be benefited by a com
pulsory school law, and their success in executing it becomes the 
touch-stone of tbe practicability of such a law, the erperience- of 
Chicago as contrasted with that of New York, will be of interest to 
us in this connection. Information direct from the county superin
tendent, Prof. Albert G. Lane, aseure·s us that "on acoount of tech
nicalities, etc., the compulsory school law has not been enforced in 
Chicago;" and that" attempts have been made in several plaoee to 
enforce it without suooees, and now it remains a dead letter." The 
reason of tbie doubtless is, that there is no adequate provision in the 
law for i ts enforoement. For non-compliance with the provisions ·of 
the aot, any director, or member of any board of education, may 
bring suit for the reoovery of fine and costs, and indeed the school 
officer is made himself subject to prosecution and a fine of ten dol• 
lars for neglect ofJ his duty when his attention has been called to the 

. offense. But what] is everybody's business is nobody's business in 
the end. T he provisions of the amended New York law, that es
peoially in tbe oase of the large cities, the board of directors sh~ll 
be empowered to employ truant officers whose business it will be to 
bring the children to eohool, or otherwise see to the execution of the 
law, and that those employing, or causing to be employed, children 
of sohool age to the loss of their oppol'tunities for instruotion, should 
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likewise be enbject to fine-proviaion11 of t his charaoler are wanting 
in the Illinois law, and therefore it is a dead letter, as we are told. 

P ennsylvania and Ohio have nearly the same eohool population. 
Pe!lnsylvania, 1,,22,877; Ohio, 1,089,295; the same school age, from 
6 to 91; per ~ent of enrollment nearly the same (Pennsylvania, 68 ; 
Ohio, 70,); per cent of attendance nearly the eame (P ennsylvania, 45; 
Ohio, 46,}; per cent of illiteracy, considerable di.fferenoe in favor of 
Ohio (Pennsylvania, 4.6; Ohio, 8.6,). These figures will render at 
once interesting a comparison of the main features of their compul
sory sohool laws. Ohio has incorporated the following effective 
olaoeee in its Jaw: {1) That no manufacturer, owner of mills or 
mines, agent, overseer, oontractor, landlord, or other person, shall em
ploy any child under 14 yea.re of age during the established school 
hours of the locality, etc. (2) It is made the d uty of the clerk of the 
Board of Education to prosecute every offense against the law 
brought duly to his notice. {3) Boards of Education are required to 
look after t he matter of the employment of untaught obildren eaoh 
February and September, and make provision acoordingly. There ie 
wanting the distinctive element of tbe amended New York law, a 
clause empowering boards of education to employ truant agents or 
some such officer, whose business it will be to eee that the law is en• 
forced. The Commissioner, in bis laet report, has therefore wisely 
urged upon the legislature an efficient truant law as necessary to 
secure the largest attendance upon the sobools. 

Pennsylvania, without having a compulsory aohool law after the 
customary form elsewhere adopted, has nevertheless einoe 1849 for
bidden that any children from thirteen to sixteen yea.rs of age be em
ployed in or about any faotoriee, unless sooh children have attended 
school at le11.st three consecutive months witl in the year of eoob em
ployment, with heavy penalties affixed. It could hardly be expected 
that eo meagre a law, with so feeble a g rasp upon the evil of absen tee• 
iem, would work any noted result. And benoe we bear the Superin
tendent of Public Instruction making thie complaint : "Yet notwitb
etanding the law and ite severe penalty to deter from its violation, 
we have convinced ourselves that it is in very many aeotione a dead 
letter, and requires far more care than it reoeivee upon the part ot 
citizens who have any deep intereat in the matter." In other word@, 
there is no adequate p rovision for enforcing the law already too feeble 
and heei ta.ting in ite grasp. 
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To say the least, there must be a strong presumption in favor of an 
educational measure in whiob all the leading nations of the world are 
enlisted, and which bas almost the unanimous advocaoy of the teach
ing profession, and of those public officials who are best informed as 
to the necessities of the case. In face of this there is everywhere 
aoknowledged difficulty in putting a compulsory school law into force. 
A close study, however, of this kind of legislation will make two 
things apparent, both setting aside any objeotion to the law on the 
score that it oannot be enforced. 

First, wherever boards of education have been empowered to em• 
ploy a special officer or officers, whose business it should be under 
some systematic method of search and report, to find out the default• 
ere and get the children to school, the end contemplated by the law 
has been gratifyingly attained. It bas been suggested that this officer 
be partly police and partly missionary in his function, but mostly 
missionary, as being more in keeping with the kind of work he bae 
to do. And this suggestion brings us to the second most important 
lesson from the study we have had in hand, namely that for the ends 
of public weJl being a proximate and provisional enforcement of a 
compulsory school law is all that should be desired. In the language 
of one of our most eminent educators, Dr. W elcb, compulsory educa• 
tion should not be reckoned of value simply to the extent to which it 
can be rigidly enforced, but in the main it should be prized because 
of the "compulsory environment" it throws round the ignorant and 
the dilatory, and the general public interest it arouses in the cause of 
education as lying also at the very heart of the national life. 

In retiring from the office of Superintendent of Public l nstruo
tion, which office I have held for the pa!lt six years, I desire to return 
my sincere thanks to the people of Iowa for the hearty co-operation 
and generous treatment which I have uniformly received at their 
hands. 

I am under deep and lasting obligations to the county 811perintend
ents with whom I have been officially associated. I leave this work 
with increased confidence and faith in our school eyetem, and a firm 
trust and reliance in the people to guard and strengthen it, to the 
end that education, thorough, effectual and free, may be the heritage 
of all generations. 

I desire to acknowledge my gratitude to Hon. Geo. H. Nichols, 
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who has aoted as Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction du• 
ring my entire administration. Aleo, to Mrs. Addie B. Billington, 
whose faithful services have been invaluable to me. 

I congratulate the people of Iowa, in view of the election of Ilon. 
Henry Sabin as my euooessor. It is a pleasure to transmit the trust 
I now bold to a man so worthy, eo well fitted and qualified to re
ceive it. 

Respectfully, 
J. W. ARER , 

S uperintendent oj P ublic I nstr11<'tio11. 
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REPORTS FROM COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

ADA.IB COUNTY. 

BY M. W. HAVER. 

Our schools are in a very prosperous condition, when we take Into account 
all the surroundings. Many of the teachers are obliged to work under dif• 
flcultles, from the tact that many of the schools are not well supplied with 
maps, charts, globes, etc. Our teachers as a class are faithful atJd earnest 
in their work, and appear willing to receive instruction in everything per• 
taining to their work. 

TEJ.OlIEBS1 INSTITUTE. 

T he normal Institute was organired in this county in 1874, with an attend-· 
ance of forty-two. Since that time it has steadily grown both ln interest 
and members. Last spring we bad an enrollment of 220. 

Am seeking to better prepare the teachers for the pract ical every day 
work of the school-room. 

Ilave tried to adopt the latest and best methods, aud to secure the best 
iuetructors. 

Have divided the inst.itute into four grades, adopted a course of study, 
and grant a diploma to teachers after having completed t he course and p11ss
ing a satisfactory examination. 

Too much work of a general character bas been done, without any special 
object in view, leaving t he same work to be passed over year after year. 

SOB OOL•llOUSES. 

We have 137 frame school-houses. The buildings are all heated with 
atove11. but the windows of many of these are unprotected, having neither 
shades nor blinds. Very few of the buildings are provided with any means 
of ventilation except the windows While a major ity of our school-rooms 
are comfortable and convenient . yet quite a number lack both. Quite a 
number are without foundation and are not well protected. 
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GROUNDS. 

Most all the school sit.es are pleasantly and conveniently located. The 
out-boWl8S compare favorably with the school buildings. Where tbe scbool
bonses are neglected, the out-houses are in the same condition. A mejority 
of the school grounds are not fenced, although a few Rre well fenced Rud 
weU kept. 

Quite a number or trees have been set out, but on account of being un
protected, many of them have been dest,royed. 

SCHOOLS. 

The average term in this county is eight months nearly. Male teachers 
receive an average of $34.00, and females $30.UO per month. All the 
branches required by law are taught. Penmanship is taught 111 all the 
schools, but perhaps not as a special branch. 

Drawing is taught in the grRded schools anu in quite a number of the 
country schools. Vocal music is taught quite successfully in many of our 
schoola. 

I have made every effort possible to have my teachers comply with Ule 
school law of 1886. Io many cases the school boards have neglected to do 
their duty in the matter, by neglecting to adopt any text-book on the sub• 
ject. If we could have a compulsory law I think it would have a tendency 
to improve our s~hools. Too many parents send their children when they 
haven& work for them at home. 

BLA.CK HA WK COUNTY. 

There bas been a marked improvement ln the schl,larshlp of our teachers 
dunng the last year, and this higher scholarship bas shown Itself In our 
schools throughout, the county. A teacher who does not make dally prep
aration for the work he has to do cannot expect to teach a successful achoo!. 
I have considered It a duty to the children and patrons to subject, the 
teachers to a rigid examination at least once a year, unless I have had posi• 
live proof that the applicants possessed a thorough knowledge of the com
mon brancbee. 

These examinations have created much enthusiasm and a desire on t,he 
part of the teachers to excel unlike anything else in this county an(I t hlri 
enthusiasm is carried into the school-room awakening the latent ~owers ot 
every child. When teachers are aware that they are not held accountable 
for what they do in the school-room, or that their cert.iflcates will be renewed 

9 
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when the year 18 up, pay very little attention t.o sLudy and Improvement. 
u fa• ... ion needa more daily study and preparation than that of the ~,o pro.,.,.,., 
teacher. 

It al ways baa t,een a mystery t.o me wby so many teachera dread an ex-
lnalion when In fact these very examinations make the teacher broader, 

:re ~rat.e, Independent and self-reliant than any thing else in the 
teacber11' profession. A teacher who bas studied during the year, attends 
the Institute, passes a tho1ougb examination is in every way better quall· 
fled 00 teach a successful school than the teacher who does not stndy nor 
attend teachers' meetings or Institutes, but simply has bis certificate re
newed before bis school begins. It makes no difference bow well ~ teacher 
ls educated be must be a student, he must gather new material every day, 
be must at.ore his mind with useful knowledge I.hat he may interest his 
pupils. But. wbe1 e Is there a place that a teacher can collect and garner 
more facts than In t.eacherd' meetings and live institutes. 

Every county Is afflicted with these idlers and fossi~s whose exit every 
true friend of tbe schools would bail with delight. l t LS our duty t.o weed 
out. these drones and antiquated teachers, and put in their place teachers 
who are willing to epend time and money t.o prepare themselves for the pro
fession. There can be but llltie progress In OUl' schools unless our teachers 
are scholars, and scholarship means study. 

TEACIIl!:RS1 NORMAL INSTITUTE, 

The graded course has been adopted in the county and is giving almost 
universal satisfaction Teachers who bold first-class certificates, who have 
taught. successfully for at least three years, !ind have attended not less than 
three normal tost.itutes, are admitted t.o the A grade. Cert1flcatea of at
tendance at a normal school or normal course In any of our best colleges 
are accepted ror normal institute attendance. 

Teachers who complete the work In this grade pass an examination in all 
the brooches with an average of 92 per cent are awarded diplomas of grad• 
uat.lon, but in no case will a diploma be awarded unless the applicant has 
had three years of experience in the schoolroom The class of 1886 nnm• 
bered seven ; their average age, twenty-seven ; with an average experience 
of Uve years in the ecbool-room. The class of 1857 numbered eight, the av• 
erage age wast wenty-llve with something over four years• experience on an 
average. Only the best. echolars can pass the rigid examinations required 
for promolioo and graduation. 

All teachers holding second class certificates, averaging not less than b6 
per cent, having had two years' experience and attended not less than two 
normal lnstit.utes, are adro!tled to the B grade. Those completing the 
studies I" this gr1ule and passing an examination In all the branches, and 
mtiklng an average of 00 per cent, will receive certificates of promotion 
to the A grade. But in no case can a teacher pass from the B grade t.o the 
A l{Tilde unless he holds a Hrst-class cert10cate wit h an aver:ige o! not less 
thl\D 90 e.nd not below 85 in either arithmetic or grammar. 
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Persons holding certificates averaging less than 86 per cent who ha ve had 

one year'3 experience and have attended one normal in tltute are admitt.ed 
to the c grade, also persons who have never held certificates but a.re gmdo
atu of high schools. Those who complete the studies in t.his grade, pass 
an examination and make an average of 8-5 per cent, receive certitlcates of 
promotion t.o the B grade. 

The D grades includes all persons not included in the three preceding 
grades, and those compl11ting the studies in thls g rade passing an e:iramlna
tloo end malrlng an average of 80 per cent;are granted certificates or pro-
motion to the C grade. 

The aim in this county bas been to make teaching a profession, and that 
only thorough scholars can become professional teachers. A poor scholar 
may teach a good school, but il this same person bad a good education he 
would teach a much better school. 

The real aim in tbe last two years bas bet1n to make the Institute more 
professional, to pay more attention to methods, yet much of tbe time must 
necessarily be spent in reviewing the common branches, and this cannot 
very well be changed as long as tea<'hers are all->wed t.o teach who are only 
seventeen years old. 

This counlv bas a large institut.e iund, and therefore can employ the best 
talent. I believe that many teachers in the State receive Lnstltute diplo
mas who are really not, entitled to diplomas. .It is my opinion that no 
teacher should receive a normal institute diploma who cannot pass an ex
amination for a St.ate certificate. In this county all the graduates have 
either been irraduates or the Iowa State Normal or some college or Mgh 
school. with perhaps one exception. Successful experience and thorough 
scholarship are the essential requisites for a diploma. The teacher who 
bolds a diploma should at all times be ready t.o peas an examination for a 
first-class certificate In any county of the State. 

If county superintendents would not issue a diploma unless they knew 
posl~lvely that the teacher t.o whom It la granted could pass o. rigid exam
ination in any county of the State and obtain a Orst-clo.ss certificate the 
these diplomas would be recognized as something of reel value. But 

1

wbe: 
from thirty to fifty teachers receive diplomas at an in11tit.ute It ts patent on 
the face that there are some in the class who cannot obtain a first-class cer
tificate In every county of the Stale. 

SCHOOL IIOU8£8. 

Three school houses were built during the last year, one of which Is a 
fine ~wo-s~ry building in the village or Hudson. We have two aehool 
buildings 10 this county heated by steam, viz: one in West Waterloo and 
one In Cedar Falls. 

The fuel in this county ls soft coal, with a few exceptions where wood le 
useJ 

Two school houses, one in East Waterloo township and one in Be.nulng
tou township, have windo ws only on one side and then on the ends, the 
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children faciog tbe aide where there are no windows. I like this arrange
ment much bet ter than where the light comes from both sides and the chil
dren facing the end. 

As a rule the teachers take much care to have the room well ventilated, 
yet many school houses are poorly arranged tor ventilation. In our coun
try school houses, windows and doors are the only means by which the 
school rooms cau be ventilated. Nearly all of ou.r school rooms are well 
aeatetl, some rew in the country even having single sea.ts. 

GROUNDS. 

Many of our school grounds are much neglected, yet there seems to be a 
tendtincy on the part of school officers to keep the grounds in better eondi• 
tlon than in years past. The same is also true or out-houses. 

Fences are much dilapidated, and in many loeauties there are no fences. 
Cattle are not allowed to run at large In this oounty, which has created a 
sentiment against fences. 

There are not maoy school grounds in this county where the required 
number of trees are in healthy condition. The trees as a rule have been 
planted, but through neglect or inattention have either died or been de
stroyed. If 1 am re-elected shall call attention to this matter of planting 
trees early in the spring. Very few trees were planted last spring on arbor 
day, as it was at least three weeks too late to plant trees. Deciduous treed 
should he planted very early in the spring. 

SCHOOLS. 

During tbe last year there has been a tendency in this county in soma 
townships to shorten the terms. 

There Is only one township where they have nine months of school in the 
year. Seven months is generally the average in our county schools; four in 
the winter and three in the spring. 

Tbe droutb or this summer will have a tendency to lower the salary or 
teachers; in fact it. bas already done so. 

All tbe common branches are generally taught, but of all branches lan
guage Is neglected more than anytbiog else. 

Much attention has lat-ely been given to penmanship and drawing. 
Every school in the county substantially compUes with the law in regard 

to the teaching of hygienic physiology. 
Welch's Classification ltegister has been introduced into all the ungraded 

schools or the county. But there is some difficulty in getting reports from 
the teachers. 

Teaohers should be compelled by law to report to the county superintend· 
ent at the close of each term of school. 
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BUEN A. VISTA COUNTY. 

BY CBARLl!:S J. CONNER. 

Educational interest and enthusiasm seem to be in a very promising con
dition in this county; our teachers, as a rule, are bright, progressive student.,, 
and take a live interest in everything in the line or improvement. During 
the past year six meetings of the Buena Vista County Educational Associa
tion have been held; two at Storm Lake, one at Alta, one at Newell, one at 
Sioux Rapids, one at Early, and the attendance at all of them has been such 
as to convince one of the abiding interest of our teachers and the general 
public in everything that bas for its object the mental improvement or our 
pupils. Three joint meetings l..ave been held with other counties, two with 
Sae and one with Clay, at which valuable programmes have been carried 
out to the mutual advantage of all parties. We are under la.sting obliga
tions to the superintendent and teachers of Sac county for the very cordial 
treatmtlnt we received at Early, and feel that we have been largely bene
fited by contact with them ln the discussion ol.' school matteta. The meet
ing with Clay occurred just after a heavy rain storm, wbicb prevented 
many of the Clay teachers from attending; about twenty braved the storm 
and muddy roads and made us happy at 8ionx Rapids. We are fol
lowing a itraded course of study in our country schools, with fair success, 
nine townships using it in all ol.' their schools, and it is in general use in tbe 
other seven. In connection with the course of study we use Welch's Classl-
6cation Register, and endeavor to give pupils credit for all good work, as 
well as to out poor work on record; this acts as an Incentive to better and 
closer application, and we are securing good results. Certificates of pro
motion are given to pupils completing the First, Second, Third and Fourth 
Reader grades, and countv diplomas granted to those completing tbe Fifth 
Reader grade and passing an examination witb a grade of 86 per cent., with 
no study below 70 per cent. Thus far we have granted 27 county diplomas. 
Second grade certificates are issued to bearers or diplomas without further 
examination, upon payment. of the regular fee. 

Teachers report to county superintendent all standings of pupils during 
the term, thus placing In our office a record of all pupils in school in this 
eounty. 

heports are also made to the parent at the end o! each week, the leading 
features of which arti, regularity, punctuality, grades, rank in class, and 
general behavior. Thus we unite parent, teacher and superintendent in the 
effort for the educational benefit of our pupils. 
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Professional, first and second grade certillcates, are issued to our teach
ers. We bave no use for third grades, deeming it best for persons who can
not obtain a grade of eighty per cent to attend some good school until they 
are better prepared for work. 

In our lnstltnte work we endeavor to secure the same systematic arrange
ment of duties that is required in teaching. A graded course of study ot 
three divisions is followed, and a fourth wUJ be added aa soon as posstble. 
As a large number of our teachers come from the ranks of tbe common 
achoo! puplla we endeavor to pay more attention to the teaching of methods 
than subject matter. and calculate to give the asplrant for pedagogical posi
tlon as much professional training as possible under the circumstances. .A.a 
a criticism upon the institute work we would suggest that too much time ls 
wasted in preparing or attempting to prepare persons to pass the examina
tions, and would urge that they be allowed to do this work in school, rather 
than spend the time In the normal institute in doing what should ha\'e 
been a previous consideration. 

Great improvement Is being made in the plans of our school houses; 
many of the old ones were poorly built, ill lighted, and without any arrange
ment for veolllatioo. These defects are being remedied, and the little 
school buildings that are being erected now have good, solid foundations, 
bandy halls and clothes rooms and comfortable assembly rooms. We ar& 
poorly supplied with apparatus, but directors are pretty generally yielding 
to the demands for more supplies. 

School sites are usually as good as could be expected; care is taken to get 
good, blgb groimd, and as near to tlte center of the district as possible; 
mosL of tliem have trees planted all the way around, and some few have 
ornamental trees inside of the boundary lines; still, others have no im
provement In this line at all. 

A general disposition Is being manifested to lengthen the school term, and 
most of the townships are having seven and a hall and eight months school. 
Tenchers receive from 82.5 to $3.S per month in our country schools, and 
from $36 to $126 per month In graded city schools. Our courses of study 
cover an or the common branches, and the elements of science, Latin and 
Uerman being taught only in the Iligh School of Storm Lake. 

The law on special physiology is being pretty generally complied with. 
and as our county is so much lo favor ot prohibition, good work Is being 
done. 

Tbe Hawkeye Business College, founded in l88t, is the only institution lo 
the county that affords thorough practical Instruction in the normal aod 
business branches, and Is doing a good work. Students are thoroughly 
drilled l.n all tbe common branches in addition to the work in bookkeeping, 
penmanship, business arithmetic and commercial law. Much attention i~ 
given to rapid calculation and actual business practice, thus giving pupils IL 

good Rtart on tbe road to success In life. 
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CALHOON COUNTY. 

DY J. F. LAVIUfOER. 

J . CONDITION AND PROGRESS OF EDUCATION lN TB& COUNTY. 

During tbe last year the school work of our county bas been a " path" 
rather tban a "tread-mill." 

Teachers, school officers and patrons have al,l been zealous in good WC1rks. 
Our last institute was an eminent success in every respect. There was a 

gain in attendance of nearly 40 per cent over any previous year. Teachers 
are reading more of every kind of professional literature. 

A course of study and a classification register has been placed in every 
school In the county. Teachers have heartily co-operated with the supertn
tendeot to Improve the organization and classification of the schools of the 
county. Good results are already noticeable. 

A want of uniformity of text-books is the greatest obstacle to complete 
8UCC6S8, 

II. TEACHJtRS1 NORMAL rNSTITUTE, 

a. Organization. 

Tbe course of study arranged by the " Advisory Connell" of the State 
Department of Education was adopted two years ago. A claas graduated 
at our last i1111titut.e. 

b. What we seek to cwmnplWI. 

Our aim ls to not only give the teachers a broader scholarship and work
ing models for the school-room, but t.o ground them In the principles that 
underlie all true methods of instruction and culture. 

c. Methods. 

Our method bas been to teach the general principles of methods of cul• 
t11re, methods of l.nstruction and school management, and vitalize them lo 
regular class drill in assigned lessons in tbe "subject matter" embraced In 
the oommon school course. 

d. General and ,pecialftaturu. 

Drawing, the rudiments of vocal music, and tbe school law of Iowa wlD 
receive Bpeclal attention at our coming institute. 
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UT. SCHOOL nousss. 

a. Co,ulrudi&n. 

[Bl 

Fourteen new houses have been butlt during the year, aJl in the most sub
stantial manner, on atone and mortar foundations, with double floors dead

ened with grout. 

b and c. Htatinl}, t~ntilalion ... ml lighting. 

All have been well lighted, and nearly all have been heated and venti
lated by the clrculat ion of fresh heated air introduced into the room through 
a cold air duct and bot air furnace. the foul air escaping through a ventilat,. 
log abaft built. in connection wtth the chimney. 

d. Furniture, black-boards and coal~-

All have been furnished with comfortable patent furniture, all have had 
sufficient. black-boards for the needs of the schools. and all have bad coal 
houses attached to the rear of them with a door opening from the school 
room to the coal house. 

IV. GROUNDS. 

a. General condition. 

There ls a great improvement In the general condition oJ. the school 
grounds. Many of them have tame grasses irrowing on them and otherwise 
presenting a pleasant appearance. 

b. Out-lwuua. 

These are in better condition, experience showing that it is necessary. to 
build them substantially and anchor them deep in the ground to keep them 
In position against strong winds. 

c. Fenc~ . 

Out few of the sites in our county are fenced, the herd law being in force 
In our county. 

d. 1'reu. 

.Much labor and pains have been expended in thll! direction, but the last 
year Lias not been favorable tor landscape gardening. Not more than half 
of the 11ltes have thrifty growing trees. 

V. SCilOOLS, 

a. Length of term. 

The length of term bas not increased, seven months being about an 
average. 
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b 7eachers' l!alarus. 

A slight reduction in teachers' wages was made in several townships la.st 
sprlag. Thirty dollars is about an average pr ice per month. 

c. BrancJta taught. 

.Nooe are taught except those required by statute for a teachers' certlfl
cate except in a few schools. 

d. Special branchu. 

1. Penmanship: Q11ite an improvement is seen in this branch, prlnol • 
pally, we think, from the locreased amount of graphic work demanded of 
the pupils by the teachers. 

2. Drawing: This is becoming a regular exercise in most of onr schools. 
It is used, however, as an entertaining exercise rather than a cultivation of 
attention, mioute and close observation and a skillful use of the haod. 

3. Vocal music: The rudiments of this branch are not taught in any of 
the schools. Singing exercises are had in a large number of them. 

4. Hygienic physiology in compliance with the State Jaw of 1886: 
Thia branch is receiving Its proper attention. The teachers very wlll
iogly present t his branch and the several boards 'Of directors have complied 
with the law as explained i n the c_ircular letters of the State Department. 

CASS COUNTY. 

UY RUFUS H . FllOST. 

The educ1tlo'.lal situation and outlook in this county are in most respects 
very gratifying. An excellent school sentiment. prevails among our people. 
l'atrons of the schools generally appreciate the eftor ts made to better the 
condition of their children, and every movement set on toot t.o Increase the 
usefulness of the achools1meets the approval of the people and 111 given on 
honest trial. Our people do not look upon the school teacher as a public 
enemy, to be harrassed, or tortured, whenever opportunity offers. Tl1e ex
alted position or the teacher commands respect. The value of her work la 
rarely compared with that or the common farm laborer, and senseless crlt,. 
icisms are seldom heard. Our people have learned the admlmble lesson 
that '· the way I w.15 taught" is not, necessarily, the beat way. 

cbool-b:>ards, generally, are d Jing as well as can be expected under ex
isting law,1. They look after school Interests with considerable care. Wblle 

10 
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lo many sections teachers' wages b&Te been lowered to a most uns1tistact
o-ry point, the boards of this county have, as a rule, paid fair wages. The 
teachers' pay ranges from $30 to $40 per month, in the rural schools. while 
In the towns it Is $10 to $50 per month for subordinate teachers. T eachers 
lo t.be high schoolll, principals and superintendents, receive greater com-

pensation. 
While school boards ln one or two townships have followed the unwise 

policy of paying all teachers the same wages, regardless of experience and 
efficiency most of our boards make a difference of five dollars per month 
between those who carry first class certificates (these being experienced 
teachers and of good soholarsblp) and those who carry second class. 

The financial management, In the main, is economical and wise. 
With few exceptions, our teachers appreciate their responsibilities. We 

have a wide-awake, progressive corps. The majority of our teachers buy 
and read professional books, and all read educational papers. The spirit or 
self Improvement is manifest everywhere, and the practice of preparing 
each day's work ln advance Is almost universal here. The monthly teach
ers' meetings and the normal Institute are well attended. 

The normal lnstltute has been graded tor eight years, and a regular 
course of study, le pursued. Four years are req aired tor completion of the 
course. Teachers are promoted from one grade to another it they have at
tendecl flrteeu days during the term, and pass satlefactory examination. 
Upon completion of the four years' work, diplomas are granted. The firs~ 
c1a11e wae graduated In 1883. These teachers are leaders, and exert a wide
spreaJ iofiuence tor good. 

As girls of seventeen years are permitted to perform the functions or 
teachers, girls of fifteen, who expect to make teaching their business, are 
encouraged to attend tJ,e institute and fit themselves, in some measure, for 
the discharge or the grave duties or the teacher, before actually entering 
upon the teacher's work. The wisdom of this course bas been demon
strat.e<l. 

The leading thought, In the m1nagement of the institute, is the improve-
ment or teachers, by glvlng them sncb training, advice and instruct.ion a.s 
seems best suited to their needs. The normal institute is a valuable part 
or our school system. 

The school-houses of the county are, as a rule, very well built. They are 
comfortable and well lighted. '!'here are blintls on many of the houses; the 
bulldlngs are well painted and are kept in good repair. 1'be interiors are 
fairly well arranged. Not enough care bas been taken lo the selection of 
seat.s, and there Is. generally, too little blackboard surface. Most. of the 
houses are supplied with Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, and many have 
cbarls, maps and globes. No attention bas been paid to ventilation in the 
couutry school-houses, but most of those in the towns are reasonably well 
vent.listed. 

The school grounds, genemUy, are fenced. and tret:s l\dorn the yards. There 
are tw" privies on the grounds or nearly every school-house. These are 
generally kept In repair, are clean, and unsullied by pencil of poet or artist. 
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Seven to nine months' school is taught in the vnrlons districts. The 

branches taught are those npon which teachers are required to be examined, 
and, in addition, cl vii government and book-keeping. In some townships 
algebra and natural philosophy are req ulred also. 

Our teachers are making faithful efforts to comply with the law In refer
ence t-0 teaching physiology and hygiene. Few of them have been able to 
teach the subject in a manner that is utisfactory to tbemsel\'es. In rooms 
oontaintnlt but a single grade, there seems to be no difficulty in presenting 
the sabjeot lo an intelligent, lnt.erestiug and effective manner; but in the 
rural schools, composed or pupils whose ages range from 6ve to twenty-on& 
yearll, and whose acquirements are necessarily greatly varied, and in wblch 
tbe daily recitations, before the law went into effect were already more 
numerous than was deelrable, the matter is qult,e a diilbult one. 

As I am about to retire from the office that I have beld so long, I would 
offer a few suggestions. 

A.a improvement of teachers must precede the Improvement of the schools, 
r think it would be wise tor the Stnte to establ ish and foster a system of 
normal schools. I believe that such an institution In each congressional 
dlstnct would be well patronized, and the results would be valuable. 'l'bese 
schools should at least be accessible, and so numerous that teachers and 
others of email mean.a may attend them with the minimum of expen!le. It 
111 believed that the graded establishment of these institutions would not be 
burdensome to the people. The beneficient influences that would go out 
from them cannot be measured. 

A great hindrance to our work 'ls the fact that directors are elected tor 
but one year. Every spring a new and inexperienced board takes charge of 
&ffairs. A.a a result, one board does not fully learn Its duties before 

0

1t Is 
superseded by another, to the great detriment of tbe schools. Directors 
should be elected for three years, and in. such manner that a majority of 
the board will al ways be old members. It seems to me tllat tllls Is wholly 
In the interest. of the people. Not only will the financial management be 
better, but boards will feel more disposed to study the school problem, and 
will be able to carry ont plans for im11rovement of the schools. 

I believe it ls nearly the nnanlmoue feeUng among d I rectors-especially lo 
lbs rural districts-that they should reeelve compensation for their 118rvlces. 
I 11bare In that feeling. Directors spend several days ror the public durlng 
the year for which they receive nothing. 'l he public elects officers to do Its 
work. It wants good work. It holds officers responsible, and is wllllol( to 
pay a reasonable sum for their services. With assurance of moderate com
peneatlon, some of the beet men in the various dlslrlcts \\Ould 8erve as dl
reoton!, wbile at present many or them decline to serve. In most cases, lo 
the rural district.,," tht' office seeks the man," and lo maoy Instances can
vasses a whole neighborhood before Onding a man that will accept. As a. 
matter of sentiment, the theory that every man should be willing to serve 
8.11 school director, and to do it gratuitously, is all very good, but the practi
cal fact la that comparatively rew men are so inclined. 
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r think that provision should be made for stated meetings of school offi
cers at tbe couoty seat. The meetings should be held once or twice a year, 
and should be composed of the presidents or other representatives of the 
boards, and the county superintendent. Districts not represented should 
forfeit eome portion of their school funds. At these meeting arrangements 
can be made for all desirable unift1rmity of action by t he various boards, offi
cers will obtain a clearer conception of their duties, and plans fo:t improve
ment of tne achoo.la may be discussed. Thus will be secured more intelli
gent action on the part of the boards, greater interest in the schools will be 
awakened, and a general Improvement will re1mlt. . 

ecbool visitation ls a matter or great Importance. No supenntendentcan 
personally supervise the workings of the schools in the most profitable way, 
and also attend t.o thts duties of the office. indeed, could he give bis whole 
tune t.o visitation, the number or schools in most counties is so great, and 
distances t.o be traveled are such that he cannot make the impression upon 
the schools that ls desirable. In this county 178 teachers are employed, and 
they are scattered o,·er an area of 576 square miles. To visit the schools of 
the county once the superintendent must dnv_e more than twenty-three 
hundred miles. Were all these teachers in the schools or some city contain
ing but a few square miles, where their work could easily be Inspected, the 
autllorities would employ not only a superintendent at a good salary, but, 
probably, an assistant superintendent. No one thinks such a course ex
travagant, and it Is not. Our duties t.oward the children or the country are 
quite as imperative as toward lhose of tbe cities. Closer supervision is 
needed in the country, tor there, teachers, as a class, b1we less experience 
and tower opportunities for improvement. There Is less stability in country 
school work, as most teachers change schools every term or two, and they 
labor under the dlsadvantage of having all grades in their schools, from the 
chart pupil t-0 those studying higher arithmetic, etc. These are the teachers 
and schools that most particularly need counsel and assistance. 

Probably all thinking persons agree. 
First. That the schools need close supervision; they should be visited 

often, and 
&oond. That one person cannot do all that may profitably be done in this 

direction. 
No form of supervision has ever been suggested th \t is so elJ'ective as 

vlsltat1on, provided the visits be ml\de often. 
After more than eight years experience in the office of county supe1in

t.e11dent, 1 am quite convinced that., if it does not now exist, power should 
be given to school boards of two, three or four t.ownsbips jointly to employ 
a superintendent tor their t.ownshlps. '£his superintendent should be made 
accountable t.o the county superintendent, t.o whom he i,bould report as of len 
as required. The expense or such sub-superintendency would not be great. 
The benellts t.o be derived from the employment of supenotendents are 
ma.nifold. 1 will not dlscu11s them here. In all large enterprises, requiring 
many workers, the services or more than one supervisor is found necessary. 
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1 do not think that educalional work Is an except~on. It is no longer a. 
stion if the county superintendency shall be abolished; bnt rather, !\hall 

:: superintendent's hnndb be strengthened, and bis power for usefulness 

be enlarged. 

CEDAR COU:NTY. 

DY )l]l$. A. N. FlLSON. 

For eleven years past Cedar county bas honored ladies with the ofllce of 
"county Superintendent of Common Schools." To refer t.o tbe progress of 
education it is necessary t.o refer to the chief agencies whicb we claim pro
duced the progress. The first step taken t.o brlng about an educational 
revolution was su'bjectiog all the teachers of the county t.o I\ rigid examina• 
tion. Tbis reduced tbe number of teachers about one-third and raised 
them In value proportionately. This has been adhered to strictly, and It 
bas not only raised the value of teachers, but has kept many boys and girls 
lo school for more thorough preparation than they would otherwise have 
made. Five graded schools send out graduates, year after year, who are 
well prepared t.o take the places open to high school graduates, either in 
our colleges or University or in the different vocations of lite. 

Our rural district schools are nearly all uslng Welch's Classitlcatlon lleg
!Bter and its accompanving •· Course of Study, Revised.1

' This Is proving 
a great benellt in securing a degree or uniformity and system which wa• 
entirely abseot previous to its adoption. 

While we realize that much good bas been accomplished by tbe introduc
tion of this work, yet we see the necessity or constant. supervision and 
earne!t effort to bring about the best results that can be abtalned. Five 
district schools have sent out graduates who are now teachers. This proves 
conclusively that the common school branches can be completed 1n our 
district schools and It baa a tendency to increase the attendance or our 
older puplls. 

The teachers' normal institute convenes once a year and le organJzed on 
the plan of a normal or, training school. We have adopted the Stale 
course of study for institutes and llnd that it is working wonders-teachers 
as well a.s pupils work better with an end In vlew. We aim to make each 
recitation a mo<1el one, and then give a few minutes at the close tor ques
tions and discussion. In the course of study outlined for the institute, 
each year we suggest work to be prepared before the beginning of the ses-
11ioo. We also catalogue tbe names or all who attend normal, lliving the 
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grade to which each student belongs. 1'his rurnishes school boards inform
ation regarding the qualifications of teachers. 

To me it seema that the normal institute fl]ls a place that cannot be filled 
tn any other way untU the law compels special preparation for teaching. 
That we attempt too much is probably the great.est mistake made by super
intendents and Instructors at these short terms of the normal institute, 
yet even a training school could not correct and remedy the defects found 
in many schools 85 easily a.s the normal institute can under the judicioua 
management of a supt-rintendent who Is well acquainted with the condition 
of the schools and the t.eachers who teach them. 

We are well provided with school-houses. On an area of five hundred 
and seventy-six (676) square miles we have one hundred and seventy-two 
schools. The older buildings are being supplanted by new ones of modern 
style and improvement. They vary In size according to the prospective 
needs of the district at the time of building. The interior of the best ones 
Is reached through a door that opens Into an ante-room at the end of the 
building next to the public highway. This ante-room Is four feet wide and 
one-third as long as the end or the school-room. This leaves a recess on 
each side of the ante-room in the main room, and these recesses are provided 
with hooks for wraps, shelves for dinner pails and apparatus, and a table 
for water pail, basin, cup, etc. The rostrum occupies about four feet of 
width the entire length or the ante-room and adjoining it. 'I be lighting is 
done by means of three windows on each side nod is regulated by blinds or 
shades or both. The heating In our tlistrict schools Is done by means ot 
stoves heated with wood or coal. As to ventilation, t.be teachi!r is expected 
to devise means for ventllat1ng the school-room. In the buildings ueed for 
graded schools ample provision is made for ventilation, bnt in the rural dis
tricts where the younger and inexpenenced teachers are employed the mat
ter is entirely overlooked by those who have bnd it in charge. Ample funds 
are provided for securinA: the ordinary comfort.11 of I h0 Achool-r oom, and in 
some dJstrkts conveniences such as sufficient black-board room, dictionary, 
charts, maps, globe, etc , are round. 

The lack of these things is not for want of funds, but simply because it 
le neglected by those who have the power to purchase them, or through 
such frequent changes of officers the respooslbllity Is shifted from year to 
year until we find It bard to convince our directors that such things are ne-
ce8!1ltles. • 

Great Improvement bas been made in the general condition of the school 
grounds. Teachers and their pupils usually see to keeping them In order, 
and with a few exceptions the acre or more of land belonging to each dis• 
trlct Is neat, provided with two oot-hou11es ln good condition, well fenced, 
hl\8 shade trees to the number of twelve or more, and a good well of water. 

The average length of' time Pach district Is provided with school is eight 
months yearly. This is divided into terms according to the needs of the 
district. Where a majority of the pupils are young the most time is gtveo 
to the summer terms We discourage the idea of having schools in session 
during the months of July antl August, and favor begin.ning the fall term 

lSS'i-) 
SUPElilNTE~D.ENT OF PUBLIC L'i TRUCTION. 79 

about the 1st or September, with a teacher who can teach the wint@ term , 
and, with two short vacati >OS, teach six months without change of teachers. 

Teachers' salaries for the SlllJlmer and the winter terms differ from ten to 
6tteen Jollars per month. For summer the average salary paid is twenty. 
seven dollars, and for winter thirty-seven dollars per mooth. This applies 
to the rural districts only, as oor graded schools pay from tbree hundred 
and sLrly to five hundred dollars for school year of nine months, to teachers 
under the position of princlp&I, and principals received from six hundred to 
one thousand dollars per annum. 

The common school branches are all taught, and in a number ot schools 
elementary algebra, physical geography, and civil l(Overnment are pursued 
durinit the winter terms, Drawlng and penmanship are taught in e,•ery 
school in the county. All the vocal music we have is what our teachers 
and pupils can furnish without professional Instruction, as very few of our 
teacbers are prepared to tench this subject. Hygienic phvsiology, in com
pliance with tate law of 1886, is taught in every school, but not to all 
pupils. There is still some opposition to obeying the Jaw in splrlt. while we 
insist on its being carried out to the letter, but in my opinion we have no 
more opposition than is neceuary to keep up a llvely interest In this sub
ject. 

We have six teachers In this county, this summer, that are not provided 
with schools, and at least twenty-five teachers from adjoining counties who 
were induced to come here by the salary offered. Oae township (Gower) 
bas adopted a unilorm series of text-books during the 1>ast year, nnd at 
least twenty-five new unabridged dictionaries have been purchaaed during 
that time for the district schools. We see a great many things that are not 
as they should be, but believ~ that we are bringing about a system or classi
fication and gradation for the district schools that will lift them above the 
uncertain and unsatisfactory manner in which the work bas been and is 
still conducted in many sclJools. lt is a work not of a day or a year, but a 
growth that requires constant. and earnest i.upervlslon. To this end, I eball 
employ my best efforts, and earnestly hope to see the day when a certaln 
course of study can be completed In the district schools with as mucb bene
fit to stndents as the same;work)n our graded schools. 

CELUl.0 GOB,0 0 COUNTY. 

BY A. W. WJ'!l ll. 

Our normal institutes were org,mized in two divisions, one for beginners 
and the otber for teachers of extended experience. In each we have aimed 
to Include the essentials for teaching, tor the majority of the members 
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would teach during the year following, and would need, therefore, help in 
all the varloUB kinds of school work awaitinR them. We gave more time to 
reading, language and arithmetic tban to the other b:3nches, because these 
branches are more exrensively taught and needed w our schools. In the 
instruction given at our institute we have made moJwdB tbe main object; 
for in that respect our t eachers are generally most deficient, and we have 
applicants enough who have sufficient knowledge of the branches and have 
the academic training. The t.endencies of normal institute instruction are 
away from the elementary work, and yet it is this t hat is needed almost ex
clusively in our rural achools, and that is often very poorly taught and un
derstood. Our teachers need to be told more explicitly what to do, how to 
work for deflniw ends and results, and bow t.o systematize their pupils' 

w~. . 
Our school houses are mostly frame. Some are well built, some very 

poor; the average is of falr construction. The bea~ng is very good, except 
that t he heads are apt to be altogether too warm whiie the feet are uncom
fortably cold, sometimes actually f reezing. There is usually an abundance 
of light-, but from both sides oC the room. The ventilation of our school 
houses is deplorable. l o tbe poorly-built ones the air circulates through 
the walls freely but not properly, especially on a windy day. In those 
whlcb are well built t here ls apt to be an utter waot of frasb air much of 
the time, the teacher not noticing the gradual vitiation of the air in the 
room. Tlle windows and doors seem t.o be the only means for ventilation, 
and these are often unsuitable on account of drafts and sudden changes of 
temperature. The cheap appendages of windows, for ventilating purposes, 
are most ly a matter of theory only, promulgated a t teachers' gatherings, 
and not generally put in practice. Most ot our school houses are otherwise 
reasonably comfortable; some are really elegant; a few are quite uncom
fortable and neglected. 

The general condition of the grounds of most of our schools is very sat
isfactory-dry, grassy, clean, and well-kept. A good supply of shade trees 
Is found on many of t hem. Fences are wantlog in many instances. ' The 
out-houses are very often in so bad a condition as to be a matter of serious 
alann. The teachers no doubt fail to look after this matter sufficiently, or 
fall to find a way to remedy the evil; perhaps because these are delicate and 
unpleasant duties. 

Our school year consists usually of seven months, divided into two nearly 
equal terms, although the division into three terms-winter, spring and fall 
-is rapidly coming into favor. The salaries range from $2a to $36 per 
month. · In most of t he rural schools the common branches only are taught. 
In penmanship there bas been a great lack of tw.ching, but we are moving 
forward . l n regard to hygienic physiology, according t.o State law of 1886, 
I can report a general willingness an<l great effort on the part of our t.each
ers and directors to comply with the law. but it took some time for them to 
understand fully how to do it. 

It seems that the visiting or our schools by the county superintendent is 
insofflclent, for waot or time. But 1mder the present arrangements and 
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multiplicity of duties, no great change in this particular can be effect.ed. 
Tlie nsual teachers' examinations, too, seem inadequate t.o distinguish be
tween successful teachers and others. The directors are not always careful 
to employ lhe best teachers at their command. But above all, we neetl uni
formity of text-books in tach school, so that we shall have, at last, not more 
than one kind of readers of the same number or grade in the same school. 
We sometimes have fou.r or more fourth readers or third readers in the 
same school. U our next legislature would only give s,ennission to our 
school boards to purchase and own the readers, if not all the text-books, 
needed in their respective schools, It would help our schools more than any
thing else could. The present law of f<>rcing district uniformity has been 
thoroughly tried here and has slgnaJly tailed. I fear that a forced county 
or State uniformity would not be much better. 

CHEROKEE COUNTY. 

BY H, B . STREY.ER. 

CONDITION AND P ROGRESS OF' EDUCATION. 

The educational work of this county is in a fairly prosperous condition. 
Parents generally manifest greater interest in school work than at any time 
~ the past. Better t eachers and better schools are demanded in many sec
tions _of the county. Ou.r greatest drawback is the Jack of thorough and 
experienced teachers. With a uniform aeries of text-books in general use 
a course of study generally followed , and a growing i nterest in school work 
on the part of parents, pupils and teachers, the outlook tor the future Ls uot 
at all discouraging. 

T.ICACB.e:ns' NORMAL l N8TfTUT.e:. 

Organization.-Io the organization of our institute we follow as closely 
as J>?Bsible the g~ded course of study recorumeuded for normal Institutes. 

.il.11118.-The obJects ever kept in view in this couuty are (l) to give teach
ers a thorough review of all the common school branches, and (2) to enable 
them to become well grounded in principles and methods or teaching. 
. .Melhod.,.-Especially primary methods have received considerable atten

llon ln the past. 

SCUOOL · llOUSES. 

w Glmtruction.-:-W_lth only two exceptions our school-houses are built of 
OOd. ~he maJonty of them are of suitable size and substantially built. 
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Heating and lighting.-.All country school-houses are heated with at.ovea 
and liltbted from the sides. . . . 

Ventilation.-But little attention bas been given to ventilation, the doora 
and windows being the chief reliance for ventilation in nearly every school 
building. 

<Jqrnfwt and wni·tnience.-In internal arrangements comfort and conven-
ience bave been considered. 

GROUNDS. 

U<>ndition.-But little attention bas been given to the improvement of 
school grounds. But litt;le will be done till the grounds are fenced. One 
township only, Oherokee, has fenced school grounds. Many trees have been 
set out but in many instances they have not been properly protected and in 
consequence have been dAStroyed. . · 

Out-houses for boys and girls have generally been provided and are as a 
rule in fair condition. 

SCllOOL8. 

Length of terms -In village schools 9 months is tbe rule; in country 
schools the average is now about 7t months. 

Teachers' aalariea.- Teachers> salaries range from $20 to $40 per month in 
country districts. First-class teachers receive from $28 to S4-0 per month; 
second-class, from $2-5 to 832; and third class, from $20 to $28. 

Branche8.-Tbe common school branches alone are regularly taught in 
country schools. Drawing ls beginning to receive some attention in nearly 
aU our schools. Our school boards have made an effort to comply with the 
law in reference to hygienic physiology. 

CHICKA.SA W COUNTY. 

BY A.. O. MC FARLAND. 

The schools of Chickasaw county have never been in a more prosperous 
condition than at present. Our people have never before more fully realized 
the truth of Gen. Grant's terse statement made some years ago in our 
capital oity than they do at present, viz , ·' the free school is the promot.er 
of that intelligence which is to preserve us a free people.,, 

0111 schools were classlfled some six years ago and a '' classtilcation regis· 
ter ,, and " course of study ,, adopted by t.he school boards throughout the 
conntv. Th•s bas proved t.o be an excellent plan. Common school diplomas 
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have been granted to some ninety boys and girls, and we expect to have 
several graduating classes during tbe present term. 

1,.. teachers> library association was organized in August, JSSS. We have 
at present eighty-four members of this &asoclation. and our Library contains 
nearly ninety volumes. Much good bas been accomplished by means of this 
organization. Many of our b63t teachers h!\ve read a large number of pro-
fessional works. . 

In eight of the twelve townships of this county we have a uniform series 
or text-books, and a n11mber or schools in the other four townships nave 
adopted the standard series. 

Applicants for teachers' cerliflcates are required to secure an average 
standing of eighty per cent for a third class certificate. eighty-five per cent 
for a second class. and ninety per cent for a first class. This standard 
enables the superintendent to reject many who might reach an average of 
seventy per cent, which is the standard for third class certificates in a 
majority of counties of the State, and still have teachers enough to fill the 
schools. It.has a tendency to make applicants more thorougl1 before they 
attempt to secure a certificate. 

The first exhibit of school work. in connection with our county fair, wae 
made last fall, in 1886. Twenty-twp schools were represented, and the 
sample work attracted much attention. 

T&ACHl!lRS' NORMAL INSTITUTE. 

The spring normal institute of 1886 was well attended, and our teachers 
showed a strong interest in the work, but the spring normal Institute or 
1887 was the largest in the bist.ory of Chickasaw county. 

Thie increased attendance over former years I attribute largely to the 
plan of (grading the institute, which was adopted during the last session. 
Tbe interest was excellent and the best of feeling prevailed throughout the 
entire session. 

In our institute work here we are seekJng to advance our teachers 1n 
scholarship and to present to them the best plans of teaching. The metbode 
employed are of practical value to teachers. A model 11chool of prlmary 
pupils has been an important and valaable feature or our institutes. 

BCIIOOL· BOUSES. 

Of the 117 school buildings in this county all but two are frame buildings. 
The rooms are all heated by st.oves, except six rooms in the Nashua school 
wbicb are heated by furnace. In a majority of cases the arrangements to; 
Ye~tllating are very imperfect. The only means of admitting fresh alr 
bemg the door and windows. 

We have patent seats in perhaps ninety or ninety-five of these buildings. 
There are no district libraries yet, and in perhaps one-fourth of the school!! 
there is not enough blackboard space. 
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GROUNDS. 

Most of the grounds are fenced and trees have been planted. There 

b r a few of the districts that have aeglected to set out trees. are, oweve , • b 
The outbuildings are aot at all wbat they should be, m p~r aps half the 

echoole or the county. There should be some means prov1~ed to compel 
school officers to furnish separate outbuildings for boys and guls. ~n some 
cases I have found it necessary to make urgent appeals t-0 school directors 
ln order to get them to repair these privies, and even personal appeals have 

sometimes failed. 

SCHOOLS. 

In the rural schools of the county the average tlme taught during 1886 

was 6.8 months. 
Teachers fl&laries are low. The average salary for 1886 being only $28 20 

• the entire county and in the rural districts the average salary was 
LOr ' d" . t ta . 
$26.60. The above figures, which are correct if the 1stnc secre . ~tea 
reports are reliable, show that our people are not paying the teachers hv10g 

~~& .. 
All the branches in which teachers are required to pass an exammat1011, 

except theory and practice of teaching, are taught. In a fe:" , n~t _to exceed 
three or four of the district schools, algebra is taught, wh1le c1v1l govern
ment and word analysis are taught in perhaps some twelve or fifteen of 
these schools. In our graded schools a number of the higher branches are 
taught. Drawing ls taught in a very few of our dietrict schools. 

Ilygienic physiology, in compliance with the recent enac~ent of o~r 
General Assembly, is taught in nearly all of our schools; but m many dis
tricts the boards have taken no action in the matter, leaving the teacher to 
give oral instruction ln this branch. 

ltEMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS. 

In my opinion a circular prepared by the Superintendent of Public In
etructlon and sbowi og the average salaries paid teachers in a number of the 
counties ~four State, and also the avera~e salary paid for tbe entire Sta~, 
might, If printed i n sufficient number to reach all school officers, tend.to 10-

creal!e the wages in some of our counties. 
I believe that tbe average for certificates throughout the State might be 

raised to eighty per cent ror third class certillcates and eighty five per cent 
for second class. 
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OLAR.KE COUNTY. 

BY J. J. TAYLOR. 

There is an increasing interest taken in education in this county, though 
it is by no means as great as should be. 

The increasing interest is shown b y a better attendance at normal insti
tute, more and better school journals are taken by the teachers, samt, teach
ers are.nising their grade at examination, more parents are visiting their 
schools, and teachers are attending higher institutions of learning to become 
familiar with the higher branches. 

Before January, 1886, no classification existed in the country schools, 
pupils were allowed to pursue their studies with im,gularity, making a 
bobby of one breach and neglecting others, no record was kept of standing 
and advancement of pupils, and each succeeding teacher was compelled to 
begin and organize his school as if it were the first taught in the district. 
Now there is a course of study, prepared especially for the schools of this 
county. and a classification regist.er in every rural school in county. 

'l'eachers (with exception of a few antideluvians) are much pleased with 
change, and are giving the work their hearty support. Fourteen completed 
the course and received diplomas at close of spring tel'm; several of these 
are now attending the hlgh school at Osceola and other places. Have also 
graded or normal institutes; two classes have tlnlahed course of study, one 
lo 1886, the other in 1887, and received diplomas. 

The change in the plan of normal institutes has also met with approbation 
or our teachers, shown by a n increased attendance. Knowing more teachers 
fail In their work from poor methods than from any other cause, the lostruo
tors who were chosen were able to give the teacher the newest and most 
natural methods for imparting instruction. Particular attention was given to 
didactics and language. One feature or our normal institute was an " insti
tute exhibit," the fi rst ever held iu the county. It consisted of all kinds of 
drawinlZ'a, comi,osition and language work, letters of au klnds, examination 
papers, topic books, sets of books from book-keeping classes in the rural 
schools, biographies, etc . 

. In rural districts in most places school boards and teachers are trying to 
improve appearance of grounds in different ways. "Arbor Day" was ob
served by a number of teachers by appropriate exercises. 

Length or term in country schools about seven months. T eachers are not 
so well paid as should be, but in the near future the salaries of deserving 
teachers will be raised. 
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Teachers are giving all tbe common branches more att.ention and trying 
to have the pupils become regular in the course of study. 

In several rural schools several of the higher branches are taught, but one 
or two of those who received diplomas but bad studied algebra, civil gov
ernment, natural pbilosopy and physical geography; several had studied 
book-keeping. 

Teachers are required to give fHteen minutes daily drill in penmanship. 
But little attention is given as yet to vocal music, but most teachers have a 
song mornings at opening exercises and after noon. 

Considerable attention is given to both -nap and phvsical drawings. The 
Electic system is introduced in aU grades of the Murray schools. 

The teachers are genera11y complying with the new school law requiring 
the teaching of hygienic physiology. 

Moat of the school buildings are in fair condition and a good many are 
being furnished with apparatus. 

CLA.Y COUNTY. 

DY G. 8, :MANN. 

In entering upon the duty of making a report to you of "The Condition 
and PrOJt)'ess of Education" in Clay county, I do so with a feeling of ina
bility to do justice to the subject. However I will give you a few thoughts 
upon the subject that may serve to give you some idea of our growth and 
prosperity during my residence in the county. I have been a resident of 
Clay county for sixteen years, coming to the county in the spring of 1871. 
At that time school-houses were few and far between. Tbe few settlers 
that were then here were mostly of an intelligent class of people, and at 
once took steps to organize schools. Our first schools were held in the 
kitchen or bed-room ot some enthusiastic settler, and consisted of the chil
dren of the former and perhaps those of one or two of his neighbors, and 
the teacher In many cases was the good wife of the settler, or perhaps bis 
daughter. A table and a. bench or two, or a few stools, constituted the fur
niture, and for books we used any kind that came to band, several little lads 
ofttimes reading from the same book. With little money, grasshoppers and 
poor crops, for a few years the wheels of progress in education moved 
slowly, but by diligence and perseverance, and an undying interest in edu
cation we have lived to see our prairies dotted with floe school-houses, furn
lebed with the best furniture manufactured. We have steadily grown and 
increased in wealth until we now have over one hundred schools in Clay 
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oounty, presided over by a class of' teachers that will compare favorably 
with those or the older portions of our State. 

we held our first normal institute in the fall of 1873. At that time the 
institute seemed an e1.'l)eriment, and our teachers did little more than listen 
to the oral lnstmction given by the instructor in charge. 

The teachers did not know what was expected of tbem,aod the instructor 
did not understand their needs, and so both worked at a disadvaut.age. 
Gradually we have improved upon the plan of conducting our normal 
schools, until they are now short training schools, in which the teachers are 
the pupils, and we assign them lessons daily. 'l'horougbly reviewing them 
in their studies, and doing some advance work each year. The normal in
stitutes are a power for good in my opinion. They serve to unify the work 
throughout the county; bring teachers in contact with each other; broaden 
the idea of our teachers; give them an opportunity to exchange ideas, and 
create a desire on their part to reach forth a.helping hand and assist a needy 
brother. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Our school houses are an of wood, and though we have some old rookeries 
our houses are, as a. rule, good commodious houses, supplied with fair out
buildings. Our country school sites all contain one acre of land, and many 
of them have been surrounded with trees, aad the others wiU be as soon as 
the land can be suitably sub~ued and prepared. 

Our houses are nearly all heated by coal stoves, and ventilated by dropping 
the windows. 

We have two graded schools in the county: One at Spencer, with elgbt 
rooms, and one at Peterson, with two rooms. Our Spencer schools are heated 
by a furnace in the basement. No means of vflntllation except by the win
dows. 

We have ten months school in our graded schools and seven months Jn 
our country schools per annum. Teachers' salaries range from SSo to $46 
per month in the graded schools, with $100 per month to the principal of the 
school, to $2-5 and $80 per month for tbe country teachers. Only the com
mon school branches required by law are taught in our country schools. 
Penmanship has been sadly neglected, drawing and vocal music l\lso have 
not received the attention they deserve. We are making an effort to bring 
up the rear on penmanship this season, with fair promise of success. I 
think all our schools will cheerfully conform to school law of 1886, with ref
erence to the study of physiology and hygiene, with special reference to the 
effects of stimulants and narcotics upon the human system. 

OENEC<AL RE:lfARKS. 

The bane ot our common schools is, we have no teachers that enter the 
work Bo a vocation. The salaries paid to teachers w-111 not warrant any per
son of energy in entering the work for any length of time. Consequently, 
our best teachers are constantly dropping out, and their places are being 
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tilled by young and inexperienced teachers True, we are paying out a vast 
amount or money tor education each year, but at the same time we are 
putting forth a vast amount of effort and doing a ,·ast amount of labor, and 
t claim that the teachers, as a class, are the poorest paid lauorers-taklng 
Into consideration lhe time and outlay of money required to prepare them 
to perform thelr labor-of any class on the face of God's green earth. "Ilow 
to be happy, though marritd," is the title of a recently published book, and 
which, by the way, le the best thing about it It might be in order for some 
experienced person to write upon the theme, "How to live, though a 
teacher." The great need of the hour Is better teachers for our country 
schools, and bett.er pay for their services. 

CLAYTON COUNTY. 

BY O. D. SMART. 

'!'be Clayton county normal irultltute was organized in August, 18'74, 
with an enrollment of 169. A session bas been held each year since !ta 
organization, and we oould not weU dispense with it Without serious injury 
t.o our schools. Our aim is to improve our teachers and instruct them in 
methods of teaching. 

The school houses in the county are, with but few exceptions. frame or 
brick, and are In very good condition. The buildings erected for school pur
poses during the past few years were built with a view to comfort and coo
venleuce, and each year some old stone or frame structures give way to neat 
and commodious buildings. 

There are three school houses in the county, in which furnaces are used; 
others are provided with common stoves. Generally, there are no special 
preparations for ventilation. 

The general condition of school grounds is good, and that of out-houses 
about average. 

A majority of dlstricta have their school lots fenced, and have complied 
with the Jaw relating t.o shade trees and barbed wire. 

The average length of school in the rural districts is about seven months 
In the year, and in town schools, nine months. 

In the rural schools but little is taught besides the common branches. 
Some attention le given t.o drawing. During the Institutes of 18S6-86, in
atruclioo lo drawing was given by an experienced teacber, and teachers are 
makwg good use of the knowledge gained. 

Uvgienic physiology is being taught in all schools in this county as well as 
pass1ble. When the law was passed a large majority were not prepared to 
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comply with it; but to their credit it must be said that they have, as a gen• 
eral thing, tried to prepare for teaching the subject, and are now doing 

Cairly. 
1D conclusion, I will say our teachers are improving and the schools 

advancing. and it Is our constant aim to make them tetter. 

CLINTON C(J('NTY. 

llY GEO. B . PHELPS. 

In response to your request fol' a report of the condition and progress or 
education in this county, I beg leave t.o submit the following: Io this 
county we hr.ve 319 teachers actually employed in our public schools, beside 
aeveral private institutions in which a number of instructors are engaged. 
Each year a four weeks session of normal institute is held. Thie time Is 
dlvided between tbe three different eectlons of the county. Eaetern, cen• 
tral and western. Our alm in i nstitute work law educate the teachers In 
the latest and most improved methods of instruction and at the same time 
to refresh in their minds the leading points In the various branches taught. 
We endeavor to make this work in methods practical, and to give to the 
teachers such suggestions as can be put into evt<ry day use in the school
room I have endeavored in attaining this end to secure instructors fa
miliar with the work of our country and village schools and not those who 
have only a theoretical and visionary knowledge of our needs. 

Our school-houses in the maln are comfortable and reasonably well cOll· 
structed with reference to light and veotUatlon. We still have a rew of the 
lingering relics of early days In the shape or the old time, wooden benched, 
and badly ventilated houses, but year by year the number grows smaller. 
In many districts the school grounds are all that tbey could be wlshed
large. well fenced. nicely shaded and well kept. Jo a much larger number 
or cases they are in a very unsatisfactory condition. I feel that the Arbor 
Day circular letter from tbe State Department did much good this year and 
trust it \1111 be repeated each )ear in the future. Ma:ny districts have not 
complied with the law as to the number of trees on their grounds. l''ences 
and out houses are In very many cases in a dilapidated condition. C feel 
tbatin too many CMeS our directors pay but little attention to such matters 
and wish there was some advlsablt, means of calling their attentlou to these 
facts 

. Eight months is the usual length of school year lo our rural districts, yet 
10 two townships the board have \'Oted a teu months school and In three 
otheni they have nine. Nine months is the usual lenl{th of time tor vlllage 
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schools. Teachers salaries vary considerably. In the summer will per
haps average twenty.five dollars per month in rural schools, and in the win
ter thirty• three dollars. I believe without an exception our schoola are 
complying with I.be new law as to the teact.nng of. hygienic physiology. 

During the past two years we have attempted a pretty thorough grada
tion and classi6cation of our country and village schools. \Ve have formu
lated a course of study for the smaller graded schoola of the county, and 
have secured U.1e use of a classification register for the rural schools. I 
have each year visited all of the schools of the county once, and many of 
them a second time. \Ve bllve a county teachers' association, and have held 
several very Interesting meetings during the past year. I feel that some 
progress bas been made bot much yet remains to be done. 

CUA. \Vi"ORD COUNTY. 

BY M. M. MCALPIN. 

N'OR&LU. IN8T1TtrTE8. 

Tbe first institute held in this county convened in August, 1878, with an 
enrollment of 46 teachers. The enrollment of the present session was 196. 
We are seeking through the normal t.o awaken In the teacher a higher ap
preciation of the profession; also the adoption or all the best methods of 
Imparting ln!!lruction. Thia year I employed a lady of experience in prl• 
mary work t.o give special training to teachers in this work. I think pri
mary lnstructlon is something in which country teachers are quite deficient, 
normal institutes should give prominence to this work tor several years to 
come. 

SCBOOL·llOUSES-CONSTRUCI'ION' OF • 

.Most or the ticbool-houses of this county are well built. The average di
mensions of tbe country school-house is about t6:x26, well lighted and 
ventilated, and furnished with a sufficient number or modero school•desks 
for the comfort and convenience of the pupils. Many of the schools, how
ever, are de0cient In apparatus, and this deficiency has been very detri
ment.al t.o the progress of our schools. 

The school-houses in the towns are all tine, substantial buildings, supplied 
with all the modem conveniences and apparatus. The brick building 
erected in Denison, in 167:?, cost $17,000. Tberf' are 170 school-houses ln 
the county. 
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GROUNDS. 

One acre is the general allotment for school purposes, and is always se
lected at tbe corner or four sections which form the subdistrict. The 
school-bouae sites in this county are, as a rule, very llne. 

OUT-UOUSKS. 

Most of the out-houses are well taken care of, but the condition of a rew 
.ire a disgrace to the whole community. I see no remedy for amelloratlon of 
this nuisance only the election or the very best men in the community as 
su bd.irect.ors. 

F&NOES. 

Some yards are well fenced, others poorly, and sUII others not at all. 
rutchlng-posts should be placed outside of every school-house fence, at 
about a distance of six feet from Lhe fence. 

TREES. 

Most dl.8tricts have complied with the law ln this matter, and there are 
trom 8 to 25 trees in almost every yard in the county. 

SCIIOOLS. 

The average length of terms for the county is about Bl months for lbe 
year. The average salary is about $28 for the summer term and $88 for 
winter, in the district, schools, and an average of $45 for the year in the 
town ecboola. We employ 190 teachers durlog st months each year. All 
the common branches are taught in almost every school, whHe algebra, 
natural philosophy, and some other of the higher branches, are taught in 
the graded schools. Every township reporLS a compliance with the law in 
regard t.o the teaching of the effects of stimulants and narcotics on the hu
man system. Our schools are all in splendid condition. Teachers are ~ 
glnni.ng t.o take more interest In their work, and, taken all t.ogether, I think 
the school& of oar countv will compare favorably with any in the SlnLe. 

DA VIS COUNTY. 

BY It. M, ANDERSON. 

C am glad to be able t.o report the educational interests of Davis county In 
a Pros1>erous and thriving condition. Many districts have a pride in their 
schools and elect school officers who are sch:>ol men and who understand 
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that It is the wish or tbe patrons to secure only the best teachers and assist 
them to classify the schools so as to obtain the best ~esults 

These schools have attracted so much attention to the work accomplished 
that the good work will, in time, spread uniformly over the entire county, 
and tbe "little leaven will leaven the whole lump," if properly caroo for. 

The work of classifying and grading has been successfully carried out io 
the districts where the best scholarship bas been reached, and in the last 
three years about sixty pupils have completed the common school course of 
study from the country sr:bools. 

At first some objections were urged against classification examination, 
etc., expense of paper, and the old, old story," examinations are too strain
ing on the minds of the pupils-excitement too great, etc." 

But since parents and school officers have observed the W<>nilerfu]. advance
ment made in penmansWp, use of capital letters, punctuation, spellio~ in 
manuscrlpt and ability to express thought in writing, brought about by this 
method of teaching, the expense of material is considered a trifling matter. 

Practical application of principles and rules produce better effects than 
theorizing and memorizing and secure more lasting results. 

The examinations haTe stimulated the schools to earnest work during the 
entire terms. The successful teachers have caused no undue excitement or 
strain upon their pupils in this work, and the embarrassed and timid pupila 
have been strengthened and encouraged by their use. Pupils who are in
clined to being timid and nervous must sooner or later get over these raults, 
and the teacher who can not avoid tbe excitement thus produced falls so 
much abort of a successful teacher. Reviews and examinations of some 
cbaract.er are found in all successful schools 

Our teachers' normal institute bas been organized on the graded plan for 
three years. The course of study runs through four years, and is similar to 
tl1e one recommended for use tbrnughout the State. 

1'hose teachers who complete the course with satisfactory results and hold 
flr.it-class certificates are given diplomas. 

Since this organization in the institute work, the attendance has been 
much increased and much more regular. 

Nearly every teacher bas worked to complete the course, and the instruc
tors have been better able to give suitable work to each division, owing to 
the more uniform ability of the teachers in each division 

The greatest objection to the institute work is the short term and want of 
COIDj.>Ulsion in attendance by law. 

Nearly all our school bnildiugs are frame-size of sufficient capacity to 
comfortably accommodate forty to sixty pupils, lighted from each side, 
window sash constructed to be raised and lowered. Blackboards across one 
end of building, and in many buildings are made also between windows on 
side wa11s. 

Lately the buildings are being lined and ce.iled, as plastered walls last but 
a short time. 

Our best blackboards are made of weU seasoned broad boards, and when 
dressed and well painted make a lasting and isood surface. 
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The school buildings are generaUy well supplied with seat.sand teacher's 
desk; but I am sorry to note that but few or our schools are supplied with 
maps, charts, globes, etc. However many of our teachers ltave supplied 
themselves in this direction and go to their schools prepared to work. 

~ince the law bas required the planting of shade trees, most districts have 
fenced their school grounds and have thrifty groves that add much to 1 he 
beauty and comfort of the school house sites. A few boards have neglected 
to comply with the law. The school boards have given att.eution to condi
tion of out buildings and soo that they are decent and free from obscene 
and improper language. 

Hut a few districts maintain more than the su: months term of school iu 
each year. 

Teacher's salaries range from twenty-fl veto forty dollars per month in the 
rural districts. ln some instances wages are paid according to the success 
or the teacher, but most generally are established by the board without re
gard to applicant. 

The course of study in our cotmtry and village schools includes no more 
than the common branches, tbat is, those upon wWch teachers are required 
to pass for certificates. 

Since an effort bas been made to grade the country schools, more attention 
is being paid to taking the regular course of study, and the Jaw requiring 
the teachinir of the ef!'.ects of alcohol, stimulants, narcotics, etc., is being 
generally observed, and will assist in breaking up the old idea that "reading, 
rithmetic and riting " are the ooly necessary branches to be taught. 

I said in the beginning that our schools are in a prosperous condition. I 
mean that the school feeling is good. We have many excellent schools dis
tributed throughout the county that are doing their work in educating the 
disinterested, and school boards have learned that the best teachers are es
sential for the best schools, aud in many districts the successful teachers are 
retained several terms in succession, or are sought for instead of waiting 
ror applications. 

The interest in school work is growing more general, and althouirb our 
county has su.rrered on account of wet and dry seasons that have in0uenced 
the wages paid teachers, yet the parents are interested Jn educating their 
children, and the fooling is strong for good schools. 
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DECATUR COUNTY. 

BY JULIA B. HOADLEY, 

There is so much that needs improving in the educational work of Deca. 
tur county that my report may not give full credit to the really excellent 
work which bas been done. There is a very healthy sentiment among our 
teachers for better preparation for their work and the majority are doing 
faithful service. 

Educational meetings have been well attended and much interest mani
fested . 

An attempt bas been made to grade tbe rural schools. As we might ex
pect, there is opposition ; but we believe that system is necessary to the 
welfare of the schools 1md sbaJl continue to urge the matter until we can 
prove our position by actual results. 

Inditlerence In school matters is the great sin which breeds many deplor
able results. 

A normal Institute bas been held every summer sin~ 1873 and la.st year 
the course of study recommended by the State Department, was put in op
eration with most gratifying results. The teachers hke it. 

We seek to accomplish fitting our teachers for doing more efficient work 
in the school room. Promotions are based on scholarship and attendance. 

I think there should be a uniiormlty throughout the State in regard to re
quirements for promotion and graduation. A normal diploma, granted on 
the basis of attendance is of little value. I think a normal diploma should 
be an instrument of sufficient worth anrt dignity to entitle the holder to a 
certificate 'in any county of the State. 

Several school buildings have been erected in the past two years: Con
venience is not always taken into consideration in their construction. Too 
little floor space for the number of seats used, is a prevalent fault. Grounds, 
out houses, fences and trees are somewhat neglected. 

The school year averages about sevell months and is usually divided into 
two terms. The wages paid are not such as to induce the most enterprising 
to remain in the profession. Grammar is most neglected of the common 
branches. Ilygienlc physiology is very gradualJy coming into use. 

Intelligent su pervision is the great need or our schools and one person is 
wholly unable, under the present management, to carefully supervise 196 
schools. I hope the time will come when we will have independent town
ship organizations and a township superintendent in each such organization. 
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DELAWARE COUNTY. 

DY Il. G. MILLER, 

Delaware county hag f:rom the beginning of her history been active and 
progressive in all matters educational. The people who settled upon her 
fair prairies and along her woodlands have f rom the first realized that 
neither a county nor a State can be snch in the fullest sense or the term 
uor continue Jong to exist even in name unless her piJlars are set firmly 
upon the basal rock of education. 

At the present time the Interest in education Oil the part of patrons offi
cers and teachers is gradually increasing, and in consequence the conditions 
for the prosecution of school work are improving, until our schools may 
we believe, without boasting, be classed as equal to those of the sister coun~ 
ties of Iowa. 

There have been no revolutions in methods or means of education here, 
but a steady forward movement bas throughout our history been main
tained. 

NORMAL lNRTITUTE. 

In 1873, before the State law providing for Normal Institutes was passed 
Supt. W. H. Merten held an institute of two weeks duration at Delaware'. 
The methods employed in conducting it were somewh"t similar to those in 
vogue at the present time, aud that, wltb several others beld in different 
parts of _the .'~tate at the same tlme, became the forerunners of the present, 
normal mst1tute, so successfully conducted io every county of the State. 
Through the normal iustltute in this county it baa ever been the alm to 
better p~epa~e teachers ~nd those intending to teach for their great work. 
.Also':<> 1nsp1re a professional ambition In the minds of au, and to rally and 
organize the educational forces o~ the county. To the above ends, t.eacb
ers have been urged to spare no pains to be present at, the institute, and 
stu~y throughout the year has been advised. The work at the sessions of 
the rnsutute bas been upon both the subject matter of the braucbos and 
methods of instruction. Many who attend tbese institutes are not sum
clentl! proficient in the branches to make professional knowledge possible. 
To tbie class the subject matter has been made the more prominent, on the 
ground that what to teach must be known before a knowledge of how to !~b. the same can be made intelligible. With those or experience and 

fflc'.ent attainments, professional knowledge bas been made the more 
orornment and subject matter incidental. Om institute is divided into 
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rour clasi,es, according to the experience in teaching, number of institutta 
attended, scholarship, etc. Recitations are so conducted as to make the 
woik Instructive in both sul>Ject matter and iu methods of teaching. The 
work done in the various classes is also modified to suit their several wants 
and altainments, and in the " fourth year class" some branches not taken 
up in the ordinary public schools have been added, such as geology, algebra, 
history or the world, drawing, literature, etc. 

SCROOL·llOOSltS. 

Many new school-houses have been recently built, and t11e old property Is 
being replaced by that constructed upon modern plane. Greater attention 
Is being paid to the proper lighting and to the healthfulness of the build
ings. 'fbe ceilings are much higher tba11 in the old buildings, being in the 
houses recently built from twelve to fourteen feet. The wmdows are large, 
giving ample light, while the black-boards and other conveniences are more 
plentiful. However, in several of our districts, there yet remain the old 
and inconvenient houses and furniture, that long since ought to have given 
place to that better suited to school purposes. 

GROUNDS. 

Until recently the public have been altogether too lax in their care of 
school grounds, and undoubtedly this Is manifest lo other counties than our 
own. Too often in neighborhoods made up of people of wealth, where the 
houses and grounds surrounding them are tastefully ornamented, present
Ing every evidence of refinement, the school houses and grounds are neg
lected, and are not In keeping with the taste displayed elsewhere in tbecom
munJty. It bas seemed that in many districts, utility, without one thought 
of taste antl ornament, is the sole object sought in building the school 
house and in selecting the jtrounds. Little do such people know of the 
educational value of every rod of fence, every walk and ot every foot of the 
school ground, the trees, and all the surroundings. Little do they realize 
the value, morally, of pleasing and attractive school rooms and grounds, as 
contrasted with those unattractive and repugnant. 

As we have intimated, tbe people are coming to realize that children learn 
more v. hile at school than Is comprehended between the covers of tbe text
book, and that physical surroundings exert a powerful influence over aus
ceptible youth ; and hence school grounds are being chosen with reference 
t.o beauty and desirability or location, and are being made commodious. 

The law re<iuiriog trees to be set upon school grounds has been generally 
observed, and this has led to fencing and otherwise ornamenting the 
grouuds. The taste of our teachers Is being manifested in the improvement 
of the appearance of the school gruunds, as well as in the decoration of the 
school rooms, some very marked changes baviug been made. 

Out-houses. in many ca.sea, are not kept in that condition that modesty 
and healthfulness rt>quire. A change may profitably be wrought In tbis 
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respect. and will be, no doubt, as soon as the public shall be apprised of the 
need of this reform. 

SCHOOLS. 

My annual report for the year ending September, l • shows that the 
average number of months taught In tbe whole couoty, was 7.fl, aod that the 
average compensation per month, for mnles, waa $-40.1>'2, and tor females, 
$!!7.10. 

In the country schools, reading, writing, arithmetic and spelhng are uni
versally taught, wbJle language, geography and history are pursued by 
many pupils. 

Language, it is a pleasure to say, is receiving more attention than for
merly, teachers belnit encouraged to give much work m this branch to pupils 
uot supplietl with text.-books, in connection with other studies. · 

Temperance physiology is being generally taught lo the schools ot Dela
ware county, yet, in a few instances, through ignorance of the law, neglect, 
or opposition to the study, there has been only a partial compliance with the 
provisions or the statute. 

Dra\\;og is also pursued successfully In many country schools. 
Io the graded schools of the county, drawing, bota.uy, geology, German, 

natural philosophy, and other high school studiea, according to tbe grade of 
Lbe schools, are pursued. in addition to the common branches. Vocal 
muaic is taught in a few schools of the county. 

There still exist many hindrances to the successful prosecution of the 
educational work, which time and an intelligent. public alone w:ill remove. 

The people demand relief, and it wUI soon come, from the evils of the 
present mode of supply of text-books, from tbe retarding power of the lack 
of system In the prosecution of the rural school work, from the low per
centage of average dally attendance as compared with the total number or 
school age. These and other hindrances of lesser note will all receive 
attention from our legislators in the near future, and the sooner proper 
remedies are applied the sooner wlJI our school system be purged or Ila 
weaknesaes, and be made to measure u1> to It.a full requirements. 

OUBUQUE CUU.NTY. 

HY N. W. IJOYES. 

l think that I can truthfully report reasonable progress au along the line 
lo lbe school v.ork of this county. We are not accomplishing mira.clea, nor 
are we ma.king any very remarkable strides forward; but sUll I can see tha-t 
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we are advancing slowly and surely from year t.o year. As our old guard of 
teachers, wbo btgan their labors years ago, when less was required of them, 
and when normal institutes were yet unknown. drop oat ot the ranks a!t8 
a long and honorable service, their places are generally taken by those who 
have bad greater advantages in prepl\tiog for the work, and wbn are enabled 
to begin at a point which their predecessors reached only after much exper
imentlng and year11 of study a!ler school hours. The_n, too, so~e of our 
teachers of tarlier da)s ha, e kept fully up with the times, are still in the 
ranks and are to-day among our most eUlcient workers. 

Probably the oue tbing n,ore t.han auy other that l1as enhanced the use
fulness or our schools, is an unwritten rule ot action among our boards or 
directors regardmg the teachers' tenure of oftlce. It is generally under• 
stood among them that when a teacher is once employed in a district bl.a 
claim ror reappointment shall take precedence of all others, in case be givee 
reasonable satisfaction. This is pre-eminently true in the city of Dubuque, 
in which a goodly numder have been annually reappointed tor from ten to 
thirty Limes; and among the teachers of our ungraded or rural schools, I 
could meutiou many cases where the same teacher has been employed con
tinuously for llve or more years. 

Another element of oo mean value is I.he entire divorcing of our schools 
from political iolluences. In the city of Dubu4ue, for example, where the 
democrats are 10 the majority, and where they might control the schools if 
so disposed, tbey have always acted oo Lhe obviously just principle tbat the 
managen.ent of the schools ought not t.o be a partisan ma\.ter, and they 
have therefore conceded to the republicans the right ot naming one bait of 
tbe members of tile board of et.111catlon. The two committees meet In 
joint caucus a few days belore each school election, and ~ch party na_mes 
one of the two direct.ors t.o be elected. Tbe only contest 10 the case 18 to 
see which party can nominate the best mao; and the two candidates thus 
nominated are always unanimously endorsed by the elect.ors at the polls. I 
mnke this statement. io no boastful or partisan spirit, l>ut simply mention 
it 88 a method which hliB been conducive to harmeoy and efficiency in the 
Mlroloi~trat.ion ot our schools, and as one which I believe should be adopted 

everywhere. 
The Interest in our normal instltutt>s bas not abated. '.fbe attendance st 

the last one was larger than ever before, and the iteneral interest was fully 
up t.o the high standard of former years. We have continuously used a 
four years graded course of study, which includes the branches required for 
a 'tale certificate, since 1860. Professional cerLlllcates are granted to t}lose 
who complete the course and show correspoqding ability in other points by 
successful experience. During the et.1thL ) ears 1 JO such certillcataa have 
been issued. or those receiviog them, t.wo a1e dead, seven are married, 
twenty-two ban'l chosen other occupations, twenty-one are teaching in other 
counlies, arty-eight remain here and are all, except two, employed. We 
also have about seveut,y five teachers l,oldlag first-class certificates, and em· 
ployed In the county; these wit.b eome good" seconds'' give us a very able 
corps of instructors. 
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Within the Ja.st few years several new and commodious school hou868 
ba\'e been built. and many of the old ones thoroughly renovated and re
tumiahed, affording better light and ventilation. 

Tbe neces~ity for useful apparatus. such as maps, JZlobes, charts, cloclte, 
etc., Is better understood by the directors, and more liberally supplied. The 
grounds are more 1t11nerally fenced and shade trees protectM or planted; the 
~adltion or outhouse, considered, buildings p:iinted, etc Teachers' sala
ries have not changed very much, but In some case they have been tn
crea~- The teachers ot our city and village schools are engaged ln 
August for the ensuing school year o! nine or ten months. The practice of 
hiring the teacher fJr the whole school vear Is becoming quite general 
throughout. the county. Every school In the county outside the ·city ot 
lJubuque (and It bas a special one) has been supplied with" Welch's Cla.ssi
fieatlon Heglster," and reports are made regularly to the county superin
tendent twice each term. 

Every district in the county has comµlied with Chapter 1, School Laws ot 
1SS6, by having the effects of stimulants and narcotics upon the human 
system taught ln each school. The boards of directors furnished two 
gradea of text-books tor each school, and also Instructed the teachers t.o 
give oral instruction to all vrimary pupils. We have succeeded beyond our 
most sanguine expectation In making the work general and thorough. 

We have no workshops in connection with any or our district schools, but 
what in my judgment is infinitely more practical, most of our teachers are, 
I believe, honestly endeavoring t.o Inculcate. in connection with the rudi
ments of a good English education, habits of industry, honesty and sobriety, 
and the principles of strict integrity among the ten thousand boys and girls 
entrusted t.o their care, and we hopefully trust that we can stand the test of 
favorable comparison with other sections of I.be country. 

EMMET OOUNTY. 

BY Jl:. U. BAI.LARO. 

1n answer to your published'statement or April 80, 1887, In regard Lo the 
progress of education In Emmet county, would say: 

Tbe condition or standing of education In t.bis county la probably all t.bat 
could be erpected in a county as new as Emmet. 1t has been, untll re
cently, somewhat neglected. Teachers not thoroughly competent. Thia 
latter Is being obviated by requiring teachers t.o attend the county imtltute 
and raising the grade in examinations. The progress, we are glad t.o report, 
bas been very rapid. The qualification required for a first-grade certificate, 
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a few years since, is barely sufficient for one of the second grade t.o-day. 
And as the proficiency of the teacher, so is tbe progress of the pupil. 

Chaos ill rapidly giving way to system. .Every effort is being tnade t.o 
have an established course of study in every school lo the county. Tbe 006 

great fault is lack of uniformity of text-books. Parents are being actua. 
ted to a higher interest in the schools and I.be educated welfare of their 
children. l:'rogress at present is perceptible, and in the future Emmet 
county will not be lacking. 

The normal institute of Emmet county llas been thoroughly organized 
and placed on as good footing as circumstances, financially, would allow. 
We hope to do better in the fntu_re. 

We are seeking to accomplish the primal object, viz: How to impart 
knowledge, while uot a little attention is given t-0 academic work, yet most 
t.o the subject of didact ice. 

Teachers may be, as a rule, well enough qualified to teach a common 
school, yet fail in their effort to impart the truth. We strive to instil the 
ldea that self culture is a duty and will be remunerated. 

The methods employed are various. We aim to instruct the teachers how 
to impart knowledge to the pupils, and insi.st on same. We call on t~e 
teacher to present tbe subject according Lo bis method, and t hen judge as 
to lts utility. In didactics the subje::t matter is not only discussed thor• 
oughly but the teacbers are required to take notes of same, and any special 
points of the subject matter properly explained by diagram illustrations, or 
otherwise, by i11structor or teacher. 

Tbe institute is always looked forward to as a time of general improve
ment, mentally. socially and physically. Special attention is given to mor• 
ala and manners, believing that self government is the sine quo non. This 
government establishes itself, and, furthermore, advances most rapldli• 
toward the primal object-that of a good citizen. We make a special fe&· 
ture of vocal music. elocution and reading, contldeut of the fact that teach• 
ers are less competent to teach these branches. 

We are not competent to otter any criticisms upon normal work, but 
would suggest that the work is not practical enough. Tbe teachers are told 
to follow natural methods, but they are not told , or it i1.1 not explalned sufli• 
cieutly. w1ia, tlU>8e methods are. 

In regard to the schools or this county, can say that they were never lo 
better condition than at the present time. The school houses are in good 
condition, well taken care of. Five new school houses have been built 
within the last year. The out-houses are in good shape, and the people 
seem to take pride in repairing same. 

Welch's Classification Register has been introduced, and every teacher 
repo1t.s monthly. 

uur aim bas been to elevate the standar<l of the teachers, a nd I am 
pleased to state that the object i11 partially accomplished. 
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FRL~KLIN COUNTY. 

BY 'l'. II. HACKS:R. 

ln reply to your letter of the 30th ot April I beg leave to make the follow
ing repart: 

We have adopted the State course in our institute work, and follow it as 
closely as we can. We bave conducted our institute of late witb just as 
strong and systematic an organization as is found in an ordinary high 
school or academy. and held the teachers to as strict account for the good 
use ot their time, and also for punctual attendance. 

The majority of institutes seems to me weaker in the matter of organiza
tion than in any other part of their work . 

Tbe instruction ma! b~ ever so.goo.d, and the attendance ever so large, yet, 
without proper organ1zat1on the rn:-t1tute will fall far short of what might 
be accomplished. 

For one, I believe tbe teachers need t he discipline that can be secured b 
attending a thoroughly organized institute Last year we kept a comple~ 
record of attendauce in every recitation room, and 110 teacher was excused 
for absence without giving good reasons for such absence. The result was 
that tl1e teachers were more regular in attendance, better attention was 
secured, teachers better sitisfied with the conduct of the Institute, and con
seque?tly.better results were secured than under a more loose or weaker 
orgamzat1on. 

So far we have undertaken to combine methods wltb academic work 
,~th.a view of giviug the younger teachers t.be requisite amount or luforma~ 
t100 m the several branches taught in the common schools, and tben build 
them up as teachers by giving them the best of instructors in methods of 
presenting these subjects. 

We have made primary methods in reading, language and : number work 
special features of our institute work, Rod pride ourselves with the thought. 
that muC'b bas been accomplished In these lines. 

We cannot say that any perceptible improvement bas been made lu the 
co~struction of school houses during the past few years. 

1 
n forme~ ye~rs, when this county was new, and the townsblps divided 

nto sub-d1stncls, the tendency was toward building good roomy school 
hou~s, more so, we think, than when independent districts ~re organized 
vet 1n the mai·o ·t f d' t · ts • · n Y o 1s r1c we tlnd accommodations for more pupils 
than attend the schools. The tendency, however ie toward better plans 
.and wbe th ' • re e county superintendent has good plans matured for a school 
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house he can, under the law, accomplish much toward securing good, com
fortable buildlngs. 

Little had been done toward beautirying the school house grounds until 
a fter the passage of the law, making it the duty of the boards of dlrecto1'11 to 
plant trel!s. Since then many of tile school grounds have been decoratfd 
with trees wbJcb are begiouiog to have a beautifying influence. 

Several of the district schools celebrated Arbor Day last spring, the clu\. 
dren bringing the tree11 and planting tbem with their own bands. 

In the majority of the rural districts a summer term ol' three months and 
a winter term of four months are held, making seven months or school in the 
year, though many have two months summer term, two mouths fall term. 
and four months winter term. The tenclency is toward beginmoir the sum
mer term earller In the season, so as to have the schools closed during the 
bot months. 

Of the branches taught we have paid special attention to reading, lan
guage and number work, not so much because these subjects are or more 
importance than others, but rather because the work done in those branches 
is Inferior to what we might reasonably expect. Drawing bas also been 11. 

special feature io our normal institute, and the fact that over one half of 
schools l visited this summer were having regular exercise3 i n drawing, or 
have used drawing in tbelr other school work gives proof that the county 
Institute can be made a power in tducational work. 

The teachera have taken hold of hygienic pbisiology in compliance with 
the new law, with a great deal of earnestoes~. proving that their B) mpalhies 
are with the law, so that no doubt much good will be accomplished by tbetr 
efforts. 

While boards of directors have paid little attention to the law, yet they 
have sustained the teachers in their work. 

On the whole, we think It but just to say that the teachers are earnest, 
faiU1ful workers, and deserve the thanks of the community tor their efforts 
lo advancing the educational interests of the county. 

GRG~DY COU1'lTY. 

UY >rns .• ,. ll. KINOSRUllY. 

Etlucationally considered, Grundy county is not behind the times, but 
compares favorably with other counties of the State, when taking into con• 
sldemlion the uumber of years in which she bas been building up her edu• 
catlonal interests. Much bas been done during the past ten years in tbl" 
work and although much remains undone, socll progress bas been made ln 
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the pa.st in this direction as to leave no d oubt for the future of this cauM>. 
Tbe valu.ation or ~chool property In the county is ~li'.l,6rn.oo. 
Gruudy Center bas a One, commodfous building containing eight rooms, 

two of which are yet unfinished. The cllizens were wlsl' enough at tbe 
time of its erection to look to the future needs or the town. The schools 
here at present have six departments all supplied wl h good and efficient 
teachers. Tbe principal, J . W Kelsey. has bnd ome tweot.Hlve years' ex-
perience in the work and bas done much good here. • 

The Reinbeck school cc,ntains four departments, and under the supervis
ion of a prloclpal they have retained tor six years showing how worthily be 
fulftlled bis tn1st by graduating a class or nine last year. 

Grundy Center, in 1 · 6, enrolled 3-16 pupils. Reinbeck enrolled 238. 
Conrad, Morrison, llolland and Beaman have each a good school of t.wo 

departments, and these are in the h1mds o f good teacherll who faithfully tul
ftl their trust. 

The grade of school work is advancing, many of the schools IJaving done 
excellent work the past year. Much attention hns been paid to orlhogrn
phy, writing and language lessons, wltlJ results that are most satisfactory. 
One of the greatest drawbacks here, ie the failure o r teachers to properly 
classif.v the work and this failure Is caused by the fnnumerable number of 
text-books which tbe teachers are obliged to use, because or the inability or 
those" ho would control this evil to convince the patrons and board or di
rectors that it makes any di.fference whether a teacher bears llfteen or tlur
ty-llve recitations a day. (Thie latter number is not uncommon. We are, 
of course, speaking of ungraded work.) 

Fortunate is the district wllich secures one of the few teachers who can ln
stroct without a book, but to the teacher who does not possess this bappy 
faculty, bas not experience and that aptness whicl.l will enable him to adapt 
himself to the work In all its phases, this multiplicity of text-books le an 
almost unsurmountable barrier to progression ; but the day is advancing 
when our people will eee tbe necessity of having proper tools to wor k 
with, as much In the school room as in the Ueld or work shop. 

Formerly school-houses seem to have been built with an eye to economy 
rather than comfort, many of the bnildiuge being mere 1-1heds, very cold at 
the floor, poorly ventilated and having but few couvenleoces But If any 
one thiniR Grundy non-progressive lo this matter let him take a day's 
ride over the county, examine lbe uew buildings put up In the past two 
rears, togPther with a number of olcl ones that have been repaired and re
painted, presenting quite the appearance of being new, aud tbey will find 
the contrary true. 

1f a man wishes to 11ur!'hase a home in the country, he ahonld vlcit the 
qcbools there, and locnte wbe1e he finds a commodiou,, comfortable build
ing, with all Its surroundings pleasant to look upon, having clean walls, 
clean floors, and black-boards upon at least three sides or tile room, together 
with map11, cbarts, etc 

The normal Institute In this county is a success. Io 1880 the enrollment 
or teachers was 03. In 1886 there was an enrollment of 176, making an Increase 



REPORT OF T.l:l.E [Bl 

of 83 Lo six years. Two bundred and four teachers recei\red certificates for 
the school year endmg October 6, 1886. or tbis number 72 held first-class, 

There are 120 ungraded schools in the county and 18 departments in the 
grade work. Hut as many teachers took two examinations, we think prob
ably that, there were not certificates issued to more than 1.50 diflerent par
ties. Wbat tbis county is seeking to accomplish for her schools through 
her institute work is to imbue her teachers with a spirit of earnestness in 
their school work. To impress upon their minds the necessity of a special 
preparation for the duties devolving upon them; to make clear that the only 
true education is the full development of all of the faculties, and also by 
making didactics a special feature, endeavor to systemize the work through
out lite county. 

Tbe county also reported last year 5.50 trees in thrifty condition for school 
grounds, and school apparatus to tbe value of $1,420. 

'l'be Grundy Center school reports a library of IC.O volumes. 
1f Grundy does not pay her teachers as good wa,l(es as some of the ad· 

joinfng counties, neither does she fall so low as others, but will probably 
make a fair average between the two. 

The average compensation per month is $30.00 and in graded work $56.00, 
tbe largest salary in graded work being $100.00 per month and in ungraded 
work $40.00. 

~umber of pupUs enroUed in 1886, 3,781 ; number of children in county 
or school age, 4,608. This report shows that 827 children of school age re• 
celved no beneHt from the large amount of money expended during the 
yeu for educational purposes. If there is one thing for which fair Grundy 
needs to blush it is this. Would it not be well to have compulsory eduea• 
tion 't 

GUTilRIE COUNTY. 

W. L. MILLER. 

We are not making as rapid progress in educational work in thls county 
as we would like, yet we I ave many things for which to be thankful. We 
1ue advancing and not standing stiU. Tbere is a good feeling existing 
throughout the county toward the cause of education, and harmony prevails 
at,nong teachers and school officers. There is an increasing demand for 
better teachers and better schools, which is evidence of healthy growth in 
public sentiment. 

Our town schools or Stuart, Panora, Guthrie Center, Menlo and Casey are 
thoroughly organized and graduate a class each year. 
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In our co11ntry schools the instr11ction is becoming more general. Some
thing is taught besides the " three R's.1

• 

Our county high school forms a bead to the school system or the county. 
lts useflllDess Is seen in the fact that from one hundred and fifty to two 
hundred of our best young men and women attend it regularly. 

TEACU1!:RS' NORMAL INSTITUTE. 

we have a good live session every summer. The attendance is good and 
excellent work is done. An established course of study, wbicb conforms 
closely to tbe oue recommended by tbe State Department is followed. The 
work for each day is outlined and sent to teachers in time for them to make 
preparation before coming to the institute. Tbe work is so arranged as to 
review all the common branches. In the recitation-room more atteution ls 
Jtiven to methods tban matter. Jt is not possible in a two or three weeks' 
normal, tot.each persons what to teach and /tow to teach; but they can best 
be taught bow to teach in connection with wha't to teach. 

SCilOOL·ROUSES. 

Stuart bas three floe brick school buildings, Pauorn two and Menlo one. 
Guthrie Center aod Casey bave comfortable frame buildings. Our rural 
school-houses are arranged for the comfort and convenience of the pupils, 
and with a very few exceptions are well taken care of. 

GROUNDS. 

The general condition of the grounds is good Substantial fences are 
being put around school-Louse sit.es in the country, and trees are being 
planted every spring. People are beginning to take pride in the appearance 
or their school property. Out-houses are not kept in good repair. 

SCH OOLS. 

The length of term in the country is about seven months; lu town, nine 
months. Teachers' salaries in the country range from $25 to $35 per month, 
with a difference of $3 to $b per month in favor or 0rst-class teachers. In 
town schools the pay of the principal is from $60 per month to $1,0LO per 
year in the Stuart schools and county high school, and lower teachers 
receive from $3.5 to $40 per month. 

The common branches are taught in the country, and occasionally 
algebra. Considerable attention ls given to penmanship. Orawing and 
vocal music are taught but little outside of tl1e town schools. Hygienic 
physiolog} is ta11gbt in nearly every school In the county. Wbere no books 
have been provid,d, the subject is taught orally. Some townships have 
furnished books, and in those schools the teaching of thle branch Is more 
satisfactory. 

Uur agricultural society will admit the schools and teachers of the county 
to the fair one day this fall free. The schools a re contributing money for 
the erection of a suitable building on the fair grounds for the display or 

l.t 
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school work. We have a large amount of work prepared. This work has 
not been gotten up tor a sbow, but iR the every•day work of the schoola. 
Whenever aoy writleo work was dooe, it was saved until the close of the 
term aod then seat t-0 me. The object of this is to secure more uniform 
and thorough work throughout the county by comparing that done by dir
ferent schools. No premiums are given and nothing done for a" show." 

It we had fewer changes in school hoards-teachers who would stay at 
least one year in a school-and free text-books, the people would be asto0• 

iahed at the advancement the schools would make in five years. 

HAMfLTON COUNTY. 

J3Y G. F. RlCHARDSON'. 

It is very gratifying to be able to present a favorable report of the condi
tion of the educational interests of the county. All lhe chi.ldren io the 
county enjoy school facilities within the meaning of the law. Every home 
is within reach of a school that measurably "performs ils functions wisely 
and fully." 

A common school courne of study was outlined to the 1md that uniformity 
of aim throughout might be reached. The plan meets with general favor 
and many are now intelligently working to complete the course. 

rublic sentiment has largely kept pace with the proiress of our schools, 
and the people are now demanding better educational facilities, and 1be 
school management readily complies to the extent of ability and means. 

Thti Orst teachers' Institute was held in 1873, and the first normal institute 
was held the following year. 

In 1888 an institute course of study, based on the four years' course rec
ommended by the State committee, was adopted, and in 1886, fifteen 
teachers completed the course, and the year followiug, 1887. twelve com• 
pleted lbe course-all recaiving diplomas of graduation. 

The institute aims to afford I.he best attainable advantages for profes
sional culture, and. further, it stimulat~s teachers to a higher ideal of 
scholarship. It tends to elevate public sentiment. 1t is a powerful agency 
In bringing ou r schools up to the highest attainable degree of excellence. 
We are glad to say that our institute is wisely and fully doing its appointed 
work. The success of the institute lies in lhe line of method work. 

The school-houses in the villages and rural districts a.re wooden stn1c
tures, with wmdows on the nor th and south sides, mostly, admitting the 
light to the right and left sides of pupils. Coal and wood are used for file!. 
Much attention Is now givo to tbe matter of health and comfort in the con• 
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struction aod repair of scbool•hoUBeS. Ventilation is effected by means of 
doors and windows. Webster City bas a well appointed, three story, twelve
room brick building, steam-heated and supplied with water from the oity 
water works. Patent venttlatora are used. tTbe grounds, out-buildings and 
tencf's are in good condition. 

Much interest is taken in tree planting, and the observance of Arbor Day 
will aoon become general throughout the county. 

In the township of Scott, and one independent dist! let only six m:mths 
school in tbe year. All other schools run trom seven to nine months in a 
year. Teacher's salaries in the rural districts range from twenty.five to 
thirty-eight dollars per month. All branches requlred by law receive due 
share of attention in the school11, Including drawing and hygienic physiology. 
The law is very generally ,complied with. 

This year in the institute, special instruction was given ln vocal music, 
so that teachers would be better Btted to meet &n urgent demand through• 
out the county for instruction in that very essential branch of popular edu
cation. Too frequent changes of teachers and school officers very materially 
retard the progress of our schools. 

If politics could be eliminated from the selection of the school manage
ment, and the people all tmite in matters pertaining lo school Interests, Ofty 
per cent better results wou.ld be reached with the same expenditure of time 
and money. 

HANCOCK OOUNTY. 

BY 8. STURGEON. 

The schools of our county have had a p;radual advancement in number, 
usefulness and efficiency. Our teachers of to•day, as a class. are more Im
bued wlth the spirit of progress than in former years. This is to be attrlb· 
uted largely to the influence of the normal institutes and the varioua ed
ucational journals of the country. An increased interest, on the part of 
parents in the work of the schools is evidenced liy their frequent visits to 
lbe schools, as well as their co-operation witl.J teachers in thetr work. One 
or the most unsatisfactory conditions Is found in the poor attendance at tlte 
summer schools. The attendance during the winter term is all thaL could 
be dealred. While the judgment of parents ln requiring their children to 
remain out of schcol to work upon the farm ia certainly open to criticism, 
the fp.ct remains. The school terms should be held at such seasons of the 
year as will insure the most;generallattendance. 
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TEACDERS
0 

NORMAL 11\STITUTE. 

The work of our in11titute is both academic and didactic. We are follow
Ing tbe course of study prepared by the committee that was aopoint.ed by 
Lhe State Teachers' Association. The institute of 1887 will be organized 
into A and B divisions, the A divjaion taking up the third years' work in 
the course of study, and thb B grade commencing with the first. The lim
ited length of time to which institutes are necessarily limited renders them 
Inadequate to :i.ccomplish the work expected of them. It appears to me 
that it would be well, in this county at least, to estabLi~h four or five school.a 
of a higher grade. distributing them through the different centers of popu
lation throughout the countv. This would relieve the institute of academic 
work, and allow the time to be devoted entirely to methods. Most of the 
counties in this part of the State are entirely unpi;ovided with academies or 
normal schools, which renders something of this kind an urgent need, in 
order to properly equip that large element in our teaching force that ia 
without preparation other than that received in our district schools. 

SCROOL· IlOUSES. 

The Increase of population in this county has necessitated t he building of 
quite a number of new houses the past year. The character of these build
ings bas been uniformly good. They have an average seating capacity for 
about thirty pupils; have double floors, coal-houses attached, and are built 
with special reference to comfort. Tbe only means provided for ventilation 
Is by means of lowering the windows, and even this provision is wanting in 
some of tbe older buildings. The buildings are uniformly well lighted, but 
tn some instances they are inadequately prJvided with blinds. 

GROUNDS 

The school-house grounds, except in the towns. uniformly consists of one 
acre in square form. The buildings are all provided with out-houses, but 
these are not always looked after a.s carefully as they should be. Not; only 
sanitary consideration, but the moral well being of the pupils as well, de
mand that tbese should be carefully looked after. In most cases tbe sr.bool 
grounds are uninclosed by fences. Where fences have been constructed 
there bas been a uniform compliance with the law prohibiting the use of 

barbed wire in tbe construction of such fences There bas not been a uni
form compliance with the law requiring thll planting of trees on school 
grounds, by boards or directors. I n a majoritv of instances, however, the 
law bas been faithfully observed. Tbe Britt 8Cbo:>l board, ably assisted by 
the teachers and pupils of the Hritt public schools, observed Arbor Day by 
planting a large number of trees of different varieties on the school grounds. 
The afternoon was devoted to ,literary exercises appropriate to the occa· 
sion. The plan o! setting apart a day for this special purpose is a most ex
cellent oue, and is meeting with popular favor in this county. It will give 
popularity, and consequently efficiency, to the Jaw relating to the planting 
of trees. 
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SCIIOOLS. 

.As to length of term, teachers' ea lanes and branches taught, my annual 
report, which is embraced in your biennial report, will furnish the desired 
information. The subject of penmanship and drawing is taught in nearly 
all of our schools. Vocal music is not taught ~cientiflcally, although ills 
quite generally made use or tor opening and general exercises. 'l'he teach• 
ing of hygienic physiology, a:1 provided for in school laws or 1886, is quite 
general. This branch of the subject was taught in the institute last year. 

,All things considered, our schools are in a satisfactory condition. While 
we are laboring under some disadvantages that are peculiar to a uew coun
try, these are gradually being overcome, and we confidently expect to take 
rank with the best of our sister counties in the near future. 

H,UtOIN COU~TY. 

DY J. C. lUDLEY. 

The general condition of our high schools is Improving. Four have regu
larly adopted courses of study and graduating exercises. 'l'he academy Is 
in live condition. These facilities keep our supply of teachers quite full. 

Tbe country schools are in fair condJtlon. The work is not so thorough 
however, as it should be. Reading is very imperfectly taught. Order bas 
been overlooked to such an extent as to show some neglect in tbe schools. 

In the normal institute work we are trying to overcome detects in teacb-
1.ng as shown by our teachers in the school room. W e give special attention 
to methods. We shall, this year, give very prominent attention t.o reading, 
mental analysis, government, penmanship and phonics. P hysiology shall 
still receive prominent attention. 

Our school houses are generally in good order; about one-fourth of them, 
llowever, are too small, and of country school houses but one bas proper 
ventilation. Nearly all have double desks; new houses are being supplied, 
however, with single seats. 

l would suggest. in regard to treasurers' reports, tbat the line directing 
that they should not report unpaid warrants be changed to "shall report all 
warrants." It makes a great deal of confusion with us if they are not I e
l>Orted. It will better show tbe real financial condition of the district. 
Furthermore, tbe treasurer should be held responsible tor the warrant, as 
be can dispose of it under certain considerations. Some wlll report them 
any way, so we decidedly prefer to have all reported. 
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H you had a blank for sub-directors' reports to secretary, it would help 
us. 

The grounds are generally well located; out-houses in fair condition· 
fences poor or none. Young trees generally growing, 1\lthough many hav; 
died. 

Terms usually tour months in summer and three in winter. Salaries, 
$26 to $36. Penmanship is being worked up now. 

There has been a general compliance witb the law on hygienic physiology, 
We have felt that the State Superintendent should spend more time in 

our schools and institutes. 

IIARRISON COUNTY. 

BY Il. A. KCNNEY. 

Condition at present not very flattering, but schools Improving l'apidly. 
From what 1 have seen of other counties I believe we are at least in as good 
a condition as others around us. 

Teachers' normal institute waa last year instructed exclusively by the 
principals of our own cou.nty, and was admitted by all to be the best ever 
held in the county. Attendance the largest ever known in the history of 
the county. The same men will conduct the Institute this summer. 

We are seeking to bring about a uniform system of working in the county 
and a general Improvement in the methods of instruction. To this end out
lines ot the common studies have been issued to the teachers. 

The Institute is arranged in three divisions, each instructor taking the 
same study In the dHien,nt divisions. The methods taught are such 811 are 
believed to be available to the country teacher, and are prompted by the ex
perience or the instructor. No one author is taken as the standard. 

We make a special effort to suggest such plans and teach such principles 
ns are within the comprehension and ability of the teacher to use. 

'l'he writer behaves Lbe Instructors are often chosen by the superin
tendent for other reasons than their known qualifications. While the nor
mal institute does much good, better results would obtain were better in· 
atructors appointed. In my opinion many of Lhe institutes in this county 
have failed to accomplish what they should. 

SCIIOOL-IlOUSES. 

Usually well constructed Tbe poor ones are being replaced by better. 
Heating by large stove in center of room. Usually ample light, but in many 
caaes lack of curtl\ins. 
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No at'1'1Ulgemenb! for vc1Dtilation except open doors l\lld windows. 
usuaUJ fairly well furnished with ~ood seat~. lu many cases not a suffi

cient amount or black-board. No apparatus. ln many cases no dJctionMy, 
although probably more than one-half of the schools are supplied. 

GROUNDS. 

(}eMral condition-In a state of simple nature. 
Q1a,.buildings-Usually a disgrace to the community. 
Fenca-Grouod usually fenced with boards or ribbon wire. In a few casea 

barb wire is used; 1n a very few cases no fences. 
Probably in 80 per cent of the school yards the number of trees required 

by law are growing. Many trees were set out last .Arbor Day-probably one 
thousand. The time was so late iu the season, however, that many of them 
died. Many school yards have fine groves. 

SCUOOLS. 

Six to teu m mths. Average about seven months. Average salaries in 
country schools about $36. Male and female the same. Common branches. 

Penmanship is taught to the first reader classes and continued through 
the course. • 

Drawing is taught in a crude manner in a small per cent of the schools. 
Vocal music in none. Hygienic physiology in nearly all the schools, usually 
by oral lessons aud as supplementary reading. 

HENRY COUNTY. 

BY JOUN F. RIOOB. 

School work in Henry county for the past year has been progressive, and 
in the main satisfact..ory. 

The normal institute for the year 1886 was the largest in Lbe history o! 
the county, the enrollment reac!Jing 249. The institute is weJJ graded able 
I • ' nstructors are employed who give much attention to practical methods of 
instruction in all departments or work, the attendance Js regular, and alto
gether the institute Is a growing power In Lhe educational work of the 
county. 

Tbe school-houses on this county are usually located on pleasant sites 
and, with very few exceptions, are surrounded with beautiful grovt's, Tb; 
houses are in general well lighted, but poorly ventilated. There is usua!Jy 
a large stove in the center of the school room, while the windows and doors 
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are the only means of ventilation. Ninety per cent of the houses are Well 
supplied with approved desks and benches. The school-house Sltes are 
usually well fenced. About <10 per cent of the oat-houses bave been round 
in bad conditioJJ. 

Io districts where 1 have found the surroundings uninviting and neg. 
Jectecl, I have addressed personal letters to the boards reminding them of 
needed Improvements. These reminders have in many instances operated 
to secure speedily the needed repairs. 'l he average term of school for the 
county is a little over seven months. l have called for teachers' term re
Ports during the last year in the hope to establish a basis of comparison 
from term to term. About SO per cent of the teachers have re'l)Orted. By 
continuing this plan we expect to be able to make supervision more 
effective. 

I have introduced into the county a ccurse of study for common schools, 
and the results of the first year under this course have been most gratify
ing. Grading the country schools cannot be exact, but it wil1 bring ssslem 
and order where before was confusion. 

Dunng the past year I have conducted a local educational journal, which 
l.rns been very helpful to teachers and valuable to those preparing to teach. 

We are endeavoring to raise the standard of the profession in this county 
by requfring some professional training as one of the conditions for a 
license to teach. 

'l'be teachers' aasociation meetings have, during the past year, been 
attended with gratifying success. 

HOW ARD COUNTY. 

BT J, C, KELLOW. 

We !eel justly proud of the advanced and growing condition of our schools 
and school work. From year to year such additions and modifications are 
made to tbe different departments thereof a.s seem best calculated to secu.re 
the resnlts most desirable to greater usefulness a;d efficiency. 

Our teachers' normal institute is now fully organized on the graded plan, 
and ls accomplishing much good. We have given up the old hap-hazard 
way of dealing in technicalities, and are endeavoring to direct the work of 
our teachers iu the way of leading the pupils of our common school up t.o a 
worthy manhood and womanhood. We believe tbat there are three distinct 
kinds of knowledge which every teacher should possess, that be may be 
able to do Intelligently the work to which he is called, viz : a knowledge of 
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the being to be t.aught; a knowledge of the subjects to be taught, and a 
knowledge of some of the best methods or teaching. 

Tbe methods in use in this county are, to study and discuss every topic in 
the light or cause and effect, using as a basis this belief: that every result 
has its cause; that each event is (or may be) a part of some greater event; 
and that any cause may a lso be part of some greater cause. Believing that 
tbs reasoning 'l)OWers are of greater value ln the struggle of life, we are 
endeavoring to develop them, rather than to cram the memory with bare 
facts, many or which will never be of practical use, while many others will 
be soon forgotten. 

We feel gratifled with the growing interest in professional work as mani
fested by nearly every teacher employed. 

Our school-houses are generally neat f rame buildings, durable, well 
lighted, heated by wood or coal stoves. and usually comfortable aud con
venient, tbe greatest fault in construction being & lack of ventilation, except 
by means of windows. 

School grounds are not as well kept as they should be ; some are not 
fenced, and very many have not a tree or shrub by way of adornment, or 
protection from sun or wind ; and very rarely no out-houses a1·e provided, 
though they are generally neat and commodious. 

Schools are in session, usually, fr(lm six to nine months during the year. 
Teachers' salaries vary from twenty to thirty-five dollars per month, de
pending upon Lb_e qualifications of the teacher and the time of year; 8 
good teacher baVIDg better wages than a poor one, and more being paid ln 
winter than in summer. 

The common branches, with penmanship, are usually taugl1t, and in 
some cases, German, algebra, philosophy, physical geograpliy and dra\\ ing. 

Hygienic physiology, iu compliance with school laws of 1886, is taught, in• 
variably. 

REMAJlKS. 

Our teachers are an earnest, intelligent class of people, fully determined 
to do well the duties devolving upon tl.Jem, and to press onward to a higher 
proressJonal rank. More than a hundred are doing some professional read
ing, and about sixty belong to organized classes for tbe pUTpose or united 
effort for mutual improvement. 

Gradually, but surely, we are attaining a degree of proficiency oever 
before equalled; and while we are well aware that "there is stJIJ room at 
the t.op," we are rapidly nearing a state which it is difficult to surpass. 

SUOO.ESTION. 

_There is one difficult_y whfob teachers invariably bave to deal with, viz.: 
e~tb~r non-attendance or irregular attendance. Thie condition works lnjus• 
lice in thre~ ways: first, to the child, in lhat he is deprived of the provision 
made ro_r bi@, and to t.be school, in breaking the regularity in decreasing 
the efficiency of its work ; second, to the teacher, in having to bear blame 

15 
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for which be Is not responsible; and third, to the taxpayer, in compelling 
him to pay for that whlch is never ma.de use of. Thie injustice to the tax
payer is based on the theory that the Stat.a cannot take private property for 
public use, unless there le some ju&t return; and this return can only be 
realized, In this case, ov an improved condition of citizenship, growing out 
of the proper use ot the facilities provi<led for in our common schools. 
Relieving tble, I would suggest that a law be enact.ad compelling pupils to 
attend school at least three consecutive months, from the ages of seven to 
fourteen years: and making it a penal offense for parents or guardians to fall 
iu compliance therewith. 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY. 

UY JllilN M1L1WO. 

/Is t.o our educational condition and progress, we see no cause for boasting, 
"as the manner of some is." We are not looking for the immediate advent 
or an educational millenium. We have little faith in hot-house proce1.1aea. 
We believe that real, lasting progress in educational work can come ,only 
like "growth in grace," like growth of mind or body, like the growth of civ
ilization, like all /walthy growth in the realms of matter or spirit. It cannot 
be rorced. Like the kingdom of heaven, to which it belongs, and of wblcb 
it is a part,, it "cometh not by observation," that is by "pomp and circum
stance," by parade, faufaronade or flourish of trumpets. It is like leaven 
wblob a woman took and bid in three measures of meal It la the "still, 
small voice," io whicb EUjah recognized the presence of God, as he did not 
11 t,he strong wmd, the earthquake or the fire. Our part of the work is to 
furnish favorable conditions tor growth. We may plant, transplant, prune. 
stir the soil, destroy noxious weeds; then the dew and the rain, the air and 
the sunlight of God, operating through the hearts and miede and con
sciences of trained and faithful teachers, wl11 do the rest. We believe and 
tench. "'Ith emphatic reiteration, that the ·•school of the prophets," by 
which I mean, speaking as a teacher, a body of well trained teachers, la the 
cbief agency In God's hand for th~ regeneration of the world, and the 
amelioration ot life and Its conditions. "These truths we hold to be self
evident," fundament.al, es1ential to the well-being of society, and the 
eectuiLy of our national life; and we do foster and promulgate them with 
what intensity 1md perslstency we can command. In our endeavor to main
tain this posiUc,n and give it a practical realization, we are greatly handi
capped, aa were the l srnelites in Egypt, when they were denied straw for 
their bricks. This confession, painful though 1t is, loyalty to truth claims 
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from us. So long as we are eatistled with shows and shams and empty 
forms we cannot prosper. As we sow, so shall we reap. We are sowing 8 
good deal of wind. I mean, in many of the waste places throughout the 
~mntry districts of our St.ate, and if we do not reap the whirlwind, we 
shall assuredly reap nothing better, until ,ve awake from our faJse security 
and put ourselves in harmony with truth. When the conviction that has 
taken "fast hold" of the few, shall have crystalized ioto public sentiment 
and l)eCome formu.lat.ed into law, then we shall "strengthen the thing~ 
winch remain. that are ready to dte," rebuiJd the waste places, rehabitate 
and properly garrison the posts along our frontier, and so bt. able to repel 
the incursions of the Goths and Vandals of ignorance into the fair domain 
of our schools. This is now the one thing needful to the prosperity of our 
schools. The evil to be remedied is not confined to this county, or to any 
particular county, but is co-extensive with the State, and Wltil we secure 
some guarantees of law against it, we would better stop crying ., Peace 
peace, when there is no peace.?' ' 

It must be admitted, however, that we are making progress not.with• 
standing the " many hindrances we meet." We are approaching ;bat "con
summation devoutly to be wished," when law and an enlightened pubr 
-Opinion shall ·'work together for good" to our ed11cational Zion. P rogr ic 
I ' th . d 't . " tch· " 688 
s ID e air, an 1 1s ca mg. Where there is a correct ideal a high 

s~d~rd is held_ aloft,_ pu~lic attention is drawn, thought is pro;oked, i:~ 
qmrv 1s made, d1Bcuss1on lB aroused, the public mind is agitated and th 
tone of public opi~ion rega~ding the] teacher's character and pre~aration: 
and the value _of hie work, 1s elevated. Teachers a re improving in their 
~ork, and the _1mpro:ement of their work in the schools consequent on the 
improvement 10 theU" own minds, is k nown and read of all men and this 
reacts upon the public mind. These remarks apply only to some 'teachers , 
those that are teachers, who began with a reasonable amount r . o prepara-
tion ~d so~e general fitness, who have the spirit of progress in them 
capacity for 1t, and a love for their work. We have many dead-beats that 
must_ be weed_ed out, and this cannot be done until we get stronger legal 
sanctions, a dilferent system of examination, and difl'erent otber things t 
~ be menti?

1
ned just now. May God speed the time when the ax of auth:~. 

tty shall be laid unto the root of the trees,'' and "every t ree which brio th 
not forth good fmit" shall be " hewn down .,, ge 

co!: to the outw~rd signs of progress, sometbfog may be said for this 
_ty. Our area 1a small, but we are making some healthy growth• 

ul:tJon, in wealth, in scllools and churches, and in koowJedge. Sin~: i~~;;: tb; pres:nt Superintendent began his public duties, not to go back 
tao her, ~re ave been built in this small county tbil'ty-fourscbool•housee 
impr:,V~ ~ m~ved to bett~r loca.tiona and improved; others enlarged and 
build.i . construction, they are just the common country school 
furnla~geds, s~tahll mostly, but respectable, convenient, well-lighted and well-

wi modern styles or f ·t 'Tb 
tion in these is lhro 11 d urm_ ure. e only provision for ventila-
wlth jealous ug oore a~d w1"°:dows; but such aa it is, we wat.cb it 

care, and see that it receives encb attentiou as the health of 
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children and teacher demands. 1n the four town schools built within the 
period mentioned, attention was given to ventilation in the construction of 
the buildings. All are well lighted. The heatini:r; is done by tbe orctinary 
stoves, good of their kind, except the school built.ling in Livermore, which 
has ventilating flues connected with the stoves. 

Tue s\tes are now all pleasant and the surroundings healthful. The pub
Ile Interests are now carefully guarded by a stricter watch over the school 
property. Qut,.houses are kept in a tolerably decent condition, and, where 
new ones are buUt, more attention is given to their relative position as well 
as their condition . 

.Every year since the enactment of the law requiring the planting and pro
tection of trees In every school yard, attention bas been called to it by cir
culars and newspaper articles addressed to school officers. Some have not 
yet regarded it, many have, and good, substantial fences have been built 
around the school yards. 

As to length of term, in I.be town schools we have nine months'; in one 
township, this year, provision has been made for eight months school ; in 
two they limit themselves to six months; in all the others they provide for 
seven months. 

The lowest wages paid is $20 in summer and that only in a very few 
schools, as a bar to third grade certificates. The least paid ln most of the 
country schools In the summer is $25. Tbe highest paid in winter iu lbe 
country is $85. Iu Dakota and Livermore $40 and $50 are paid in I.be two de• 
part.ments. In Humboldt $46 to one, $40 to each of four, and $60 to the 
principal. 

Only tlie common l£ugllsb branches are taught in the country sctools, 
which Includes book keeping in a very few, and to whicb is l\dded elemeut
ary algebra in one or two. In the towns additional branches have been 
taught; in Livermore, algebra and literature; in Dakota, book-keepiog, 
physics and algebra; l11 Humboldt, the work embraces all the above and in 
addlt.lon Lat1n, German, geometry, chemistry, civil government and }.lhys
ical geography are taught. The last named is also taught in Dakota. 

1•eomaneblp is taught. in all the schools with more or less success. Draw
Ing bas been taught but very llttle In a few schools, and that most!) for 
" busy work," for the little folks. 

Vocal music is not taught except to the extent of a few songs sarg by 
rote. This Is done In nearly all the schools. No regular instruction ts 
given In musical notation, however, in the country schools, though some 
work bas been done in that direction, nearly every year, in the institute. 

Hygienic pbysloloAY, in compHance with the School law of 1886, is taught 
to some extent in all the schools, and it shall be taught in them so long as 
the law requll'es it. 

The teachers' normal institute is a source or inspiration and strength to 
tbe teachers and growing in favor with the people. 

Our rund being small we have been unable to follow the State course for 
lnstllutes, because as it requires four years for its completion, it would 
seem to require four dlvlsions and as many teachers, and this we cannot at-
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rd ince institute workers, tbe successful ones, demand high wages. So 
fo ba:e heretofore worked in two divisions, uniting in some of our work and 
:ptiog our work t-0 what seemedlto be the most pressing needs. Tbis year, 
however, we shall try the State course, working two divisions at a time, and 
a1terne.tiDg them. I see no reason why such an arrangement would not 
work. Yet I cannot say that I am enthusiastic over the State course, or 
very hopeful of great good to accrue from it. So far as knowledge of the 
branches taught in the common schools is concerned, tho86 intending to 
teach should have that before they apply for certificate or school. The end 
and aim of the institute ie not, in two or three weeks, to do the work of 
years in the 11chools, bot to teach sumetbing of the philosophy and the his
tory of education, and to exemplify the best ~ethods of teaching, using the 
eommon branches as the means and the instruments tor the accomplish
ment of this work. 

The best teachers, I observe, go to the institute every year, as the tribes 
of Israel were wont to go up to the annual feasts at Jerusalem, to renew 
their spiritual strength for the struggles of Jife before them. 

But I am not disposed to criticize our institute work at all. I see nothing 
better that we can do than to go right on with it, as we are doing, until we 
can get training schools enough to serve the purpose. Just now it seems to 
supply a pressing need, and we cannot dispense with it. This is what we 
are trying to accomplish by the institute, to teach where teac11ing is needed, 
but, in all cases, to give inspiration and uplift for the great work of train• 
iu,i the youth, and so determining the future of the race, to hold up a higher 
standard of professional excellence, and to exhibit the most approved meth
ods of the best teachers. 

JACKSO ~ COUNTY. 

BY W. l\1. WELCU. 

I CONDITION. 

a. In general. 

be. The schools are far from my ideal . As a rule they are falr- many would 
. d:med good Weak spots are found occasionally. These

1

a re due to (a) 
lll _erent patrons, (bJ indifferent school officers and (c) incompetent teach-
ers, licenRed und ' 
def er protest for lack of better material and occasionally in 
\tr1.~rel ace to the wishes of communities that ask ·' a teac11er of their kind " 
nue the fo · . · 

regoing 18 true compared with what my ideal of what they 
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ought to be even In thls "conditional age of imperfect work," yet I believe 
our schools wlll compare quite favorably with those or the le&ding COllDtiea 
of Iowa. 

IJ. 8yatem and 8Uperi:i8ion. . 
All the rural schools of this county are pursuiug a uniform course of 

sLud:,. Every teacher leaves a record of the amount of work accompUshed 
by eacb pupil during the term, together with a complete report of the 
organization and plans of her school to her successor. At the close or the 
first week or each term the teacher sends a complete report of the organiza
tion and claas.iOcation of her school to the county 11uperintendent, showing 
him what every pupil is doing, the programme of study and recitation. the 
number or classes, and the number of minutes for each recitation, etc lhe 
superintendent is thus enabled to have supen;sion over the organization of 
each school and the work of each pupil. On receipt of tllis report the 
superintendent Immediately notifies the teacher of defects in organization 
of 11chool, suggests combinations to lessen number of clas,es, names of 
pupils who are not pursuing tbe proper studies, and has generally a close 
supervision over the work or each school. All defects are noted by pencil 
marks on these reports, aud are referred to by the superintendent when be 
vi&lt11 the school. 1'bis work is surely reducing the country school work to 
system, increasing the efficiency of the work and leading the people to 
realize that the county superintendent has really something to do with the 
&upervlslon or each school, or each teacher's work, and or each pupil'& 
work. 'l'be process is slow but sure. We have graduated cll\Sses from a 
few schools, and we hall th~ dawn or a l>etter day for our country schools. 

II TRA<.:l1ERS1 NOIUlAL INSTITUTE. 

Here, as In the country school work, we have classified and graded. W& 
have no in11tltute course of study of four )iars, based upon the outline of 
the St.ate department. We follow the same course from year to year with 
only slight mod!Ucalions. Teachers are thereby enabled to study the work 
of their respective divisions during the year and come to the institute pie
pared on the work of their respective ~rades. .Every teacher in this cou11ty 
knows the division ot the Institute course to which she belongs. Their 
name11, as classllled, are published two or tbree times each year. and 
chnn1tes and 1>romotions are made known to each teacher interested. 

U runst not be Inferred from tbe above that each division is promoted lo 
toto ooch year. On the contrary. all 11romotions are indi\'idual, the best. 
advanctng, the poorest remaining. Neither must it be supposed that ea.ch 
teacher ls conllned Lo the work of her grade. Every teacher's peculiar 
ueeds are considered and 11\rge range for selection of particular work lo 
other lllvisious Is permitted after first consulting the superintendent and 
deciding that such outside e-election is for the b&-t interest or the teacher. 
ff{lre, too, as In country school work, an institute record or classification 
aml work is kept, and the entire institute is classiUed and organized and 
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~ in work at eight o'clock A. M . on the fi rst morning of the in&ti
readY ~ere Is no day or so to organize and get things to running. 
tute. k tbe first year Lo get this plan matured, so we bad no graduating 
It~ 1.,o, In 1885 we graduated eleven professional teachers, and in 

C~ ID 00"• 
ar11.duated twenty-one. Instead of ceasing to attend institutes 

1 we &·- • b 
th ~duates are among the most progressive teac ers we have. They 

esee, erclse an intloence for better work over the whole teachlng force 
:; rend to Improve it. I call the alumni my" H ome Guard." 

01. -SCHOOL· HOUSES. 

4 r.nd 1,. We have the average country school-house, which is about the 
same tbiog all over the State. 

c. Since we cannot secure improved methods of ventilation we are push
iDg for having windows bung on weights so as to Tentilate easily from top 
or window, a few inches of aperture in each wlnd.>w. 

d. School seat men are fast improving the comfort and convenience of 

school-houses. 
e. The chief lack in country school-houses is an insufficiency of black

board. There should also be more closets for apparatus, as hundreds of dol
lars worth is lost annually because tossed about, no place being provided 
for it. 

IV.-OUT·HOUSES, 

a. Often in bad condition, even in d istricts where one would not expect 
tt. Repeated circulars to several omcers are calling their attention to this 
matter and many are improviag things. 

b. No fences usually. 
d. Trees enough as a rule. 

V .-SCHOOLS. 

a. IA!ngth of term, three or four months. 
b. Wages 500 to $3-5. 
c. The common branches; German also in a few school&. 
d. L'enmaaship. drawing, hygienic physiology. We are doing something 

with all these studies, but only in a crude, rudimentary way. 

Vl.-l MPROVEllfENTB SUOOESTED. 

I. Give us the township system, with a board of three to five members 
acting for the whole township, as city board acts for city. 

2· Fewer sch:>ol officers, elected for at least three years and properly 
paid for the services they render to the public. 

3· Extend superintendent's term to at least four year&, as is now the 
~ 111 lllinois. Elect him in the spring with other school officers, because 
be la a professional educator (not because he is a professional politician) 
or let bi be • ' m elected 111 a manner similar to that of the superintendent of 
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city schools, by a. board of education consisting of the presidents of the 
various township boards. 

4. Let us have a normal school in every county, or a normal depart. 
meot Jo every graded &ehool. to educate the matertal we have io the county. 

6. Let tbe school-books be owned by the district. 
6. Let teachers be allowed pay for oue day each month, or at. least two 

days each term, for attending teachers' d8Sociations called by the county 
superintendent, pr1>vlded teachers attend. A. similar law has passed the 
present Illlnols Legi!ilature on second reading. 

JEFFER 'O"N COUNTY. 

UY 8. N. llOI'KINS. 

,~ location le known to be n most prominent feature In the progress of a 
people. The common school ls the foundation ot Intellectual development. 
Among the things which contribute to the welfare of society, the school 
receives its 8bare or attention by the average citizen of ,Jefftirsoo county. 
U Is viewed as the "channel" through which the child la guided to ua& 
ful manhood. Yet, our tax-payers look well to money expeudll<l in this 
direction. "Schools are expensive," they say, and in too many cases the 
motive which prompts the stand taken ls the saving of dollars and cents. 
and for this the schools sufTtir 

JefTtirson county Is not the rule In this m'ltter, neither is it the exception. 
N otwlthstandlng the above hindrance, we are pltiased to <lay that our schools 
show a m1uked change tor the better io many things with each succeeding 
year. Our teachers are willing, and each In her way contributes her mite 
toward the general welfare of the school. T1> show this growth or interest 
outi needs ouly to mention the gradual increase in the promptitude and re~
ull\ril> ot attendance; however, special 10t.erest has been taken in this 
teatun• during the last five or six years. The per cent of attendance tor 
each year was greater than the preceding year. At the close of the last 
spring term, three reports from country schools were sent to I.bis office show
ing tlmt there had been n<me absent nor tardy during the term. and a good 
numl>er shO\\ Ing the average attendance to be lel:IS than two below the total 
enrollment. On comparing the total report in the county of the winter 
terms closing March, 18!33, with that closing March, 1&,7, we find an increase 
lo the average allendance of 7.43 per cent. These facts give some idea ot 
school work In the county. 
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N ORMAL INSTITUTE. 

rds in this office show U.11,t the first normal institute was held 
The reco . 

t 1674 The enrollment that year being 91, 1md the followmg year 
,Augtl) • • . 

b· latter number being an average institute for the county up to 1682. 
lS9; l ' personal knowledge of the work in the county until 1879 
111are no . . . 

1 ? the graded plan was first began m our county 001 mal mstitute by 
T1; seoberger, county superintendent at that time. T he measure met with 
:· 

0 
proval ot the teachers and many of our people from flrst introduction; 

~steadilY gained and now meets with universal sanction. The plan 
: done much to improve the educational interetils of the county. Before 
~g this step. 1-10 was an average Institute for Jefferson t:ounty. Since 
its adoption, our numbers have increased with each ducceedlng year. Last 
year our enrollment was 261; being 120 more than the average institute 
before the introduction of the graded plan. All concerned, are impressed 
with the importance and necessity of the plan. Our course of study con
sists ot four years or grades, with rules of promotion from grade to grade. 
A number ot teachers have graduated from our institute for each of our 
llbtfour years; making an alumni of thirty-nine. Members of the alumni 
are entitled to a professional certificate on application "ithout taking the 
te.icben.' examination, after once having complied with the requirement tor 
a 6rsi.clas~ certificate. 

It has been our purpose to employ the very best available instructors, and 
to insist upon tbe practics of the best methods in all class work. 

Each member of the institute is required to keep a book for recording 
note:; and suggestions of the instructors; the matter to be of a nature that 
will aid the teacher in practical school.room work. These books are col
lected, marked and returned to the owners at the close of Lhe institute; the 
marking being made a part of the institute record. A normal certificate is 
given to each member at. the close, showing their standing In all work done 
at the Institute. 

SOBOOL DOUSES. 

Tbare are six brick and ninety-one frame school-houses in the county. A.s 
a rule, they are in fair repair. Two or three are built. each year to Lake the 
place or buildings that have become unfit for use. '£he average school
hou~ or Jefferson county is 2u26 feel, with three windows of twelve lights 
each, on each side of the room, n door iu the center of the end of the bulld
iog, a black-bonrd across the entire end of the building opposite the door, 
~ls facing the black'-board, a twelve-foot ceiling and a coal stove at or 
near the cent.er of the room. Tbe ventilation being only such as h! afforded 
by tbe windows and door. The room being comfortable and conveniently 
arranged, 
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GROUNDS. 

The school-house site UBually consists of one acre ot ground, and about 
ftve out of six are enclosed by a pine or oak-board fence. Many or our 
scbool yards appear naked and bare, owing t.o a lack of shade trees ; yet, 
there are a very few yards In which trees have not been set out, but In 
many the trees have perished. A. new supply is put out each season, and we 
hope that within a few years the school yards of this county will be well 
sha.ded. .Many of the out-houses in our school yards have been neglected. 
A. good deal of pains bas been taken t.o bring about a remedy by remindinir 
our school offlce1'8 when meeting them, and by circular and private letter. 

SCIIOOLS. 

The gradually increasing zeal on part of our teachers and patrons tend5 
toward keeping our 11cllools fully abreast with the times Grading our 
normal insUtule In lb82 was followed by the grading of our common 
schools In 1856. Our graded course of study consists of six grades or years, 
each grade to be completed by the average pupil in ten mouths, makio,t 
si.Jty months for the common school course. The course or study gives tbe 
br1mcbes lbat should be taugnt in eacb grade, with the nature and extent of 
the Instruction for the same. It also contains mies for promotion trom 
grade to grade, a few sectious of the school Jaw, and makes provision 1'or 
graduation and diploma. The grading was begun in sixty-four schools or 
our county during the fall and winter of 1886, and at present eighty.one out 
or the ninety-tour common scnools of our county are working upon the 
grnded plan. The teachers and p1ltrons are taking great interest in this 
measure, and we Hrmly believe, evt!n at tbis early date, lhat It is a decided 
success In Jellerson county. The number of months of school in eaob dis• 
trlot, per year, vnry from six to nine months, with an average of about eight 
ancl one-third months. '!'he average summer wages for teachers was a trille 
more than $23.00 per month, and the winter, $82.60. Tbis was for the year 
closing J uly, 1886. 

All tbe common branches receive due attention in our schools, usually ; 
in a few Instances they do not. Drawing and vocal music are taught to a 
llmlt.ed extent, and, so far as known, special physiology is taught in all 
schools of Lbe county. 

COUNTY Tl!:ACHERS' AbSOCIATlON. 

Our County Teachers' Association is a source of much good in our school 
work. '!'he association was orgnnlzM at the close of the normal institute in 

A uguet, 188~ A constitution aud by-laws were framed, adopted, and 
omcers, cons1stln.1t or president, vice-president, secretary and tre&Surer, 
eleoted. Ftom rour to six o.r these meetings are held each year in the t.owns 
aml villages of the county. They are well atwnded by wachers, school 
otllcers. patrons and pupils. 

1.'he credit given these meetings as a help in school work bas increased 
with each sucoooding }ear. They are beginning to be looked upon as a 
necessary lhlng to successful aud progressive school work. 
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JOHNSON COUNTY. 

UY O. A. BYINGTON. 

Considering Johnson county as e. whole, the conditions of our schools is 
not di!cOuraging, and fair progress has been mad~ i~ advao~lng our educa
tional interests. The general pubHc seem to be g1v10g an increased atten
tion to our public schools. 

The attendance at the normal institute of 1886 was tbe largest in the 
bl!tory of the county, and the prospects are f<1vorable for an increased at
tendance this year. There seems t.o be a more general disposition on the 
part or the teachers to attend, and its importance seems to be more fully 
appreciated than formerly. We are attemµting to make the sessions of the 
!nStitute what the Jaw contemplates they should be-a normal training 
achoo!. In arranging our courses of study we are seeking to give more at
tention to the study of methods. liowever, 1t is still necessary to embrace 
aome academic t1aining in our Institute work. We are making a special 
effort to impre,s upon our teachers of experience the value of an annual 
study and discussion of the most approved methods. Our aim is to make 
Ule institute an annual meeting of' all the teachers of the county for the 
atudy of normal methods. 

'fbere is such unU'ormity in the construct.ion of our school-houses, and lu 
I.be character or the school-grounds, that little can be said concerning them. 
Our school•houses are nearly all frame structures, with no attempt at arc·hl
tecture; painted white; with a seating capacity of perhaps ftfty; about 
l.hlrty by twenty feet in size; heated by coal or wood stoves; Lighted by 
windows on both sides, and wlth no special means or ventilation other than 
the doors and windows. Except in extreme weather they are reasonably 
colll!ortable and convenient. The grounds geuerally comprise about one 
acre. Many of our school-houses are located in natural groves, others have 
numerous planted trees, while a few are without sbade. Many t rees have 
been planted or recent years, and in the near future our school-grounds 
will be much better shaded. 

The average length of wrm during the year is about e ight months. Tbe 
wages or the teacher have been unusually low during tbe past year. but 
lbey were frequently thus lixed because of the prevaiJlng low prices of all 
articles of produce. 

During the past year a greater number of educational meetings were held 
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:In the county than during any previous year. Meetings were held in vart. 
ous localities, aod thus local interest was eoljsted. A.s a general rule t~ 
meetinics were well attended and productive of good results. 

During the past year the board of supervisors, at the request of the 
county superintendent, purchased a classillcation register for ea.ch school 
in the county. We anticipate excellent results from its use. The object is 
t.o make a record of the school work of the term. l t enables a new teacher 
to classify the scholars without difficulty. 

In concluslon, the educational interests of the county are not being neg
lected. It can confidently be said that our schools are improving. The 
quallflcatfons or our teachers are better and the standard of education is 
raised higher each year. 

KEOKUK COUNTY. 

BY NANNCE TORRENCE. 

The normal iustitute of 1886 was a grand success in point of attendance, 
numbers, enthusiasm and work accomplished; the enrollment being 26.'i, the 
largest tu the history of Keokuk county. Tbe one object kept steadily in 
view at our instHute was the elevation of the schools. We endeavored to 
1nspire the teachers with a love for tlleir work and to rouse such an enthu• 
slasm that it would be felt in their schools. In 1883 a course of study con• 
forming with the State course was adopted, which has been adhered to ever 
aiuce w1U1 but few changes. That year a class of eighteen completed the 
course. In 1884. there were thirteen graduates, in 1885 seventeen, in 1886 
twenty-one. 

As a supplement to tile normal institute we have a teachers' association, 
which is doing good work. We have township meetings each month and 
county meetings twice a year. They are well attended, and muoh interest 
manifested by teachers and patrons. 

'rhree new school-houses have boon built during the past year, two in the 
rural districts and one In Sigourney, costing $18,000. It is a beautiful, com· 
modlous building, heated by the Ruttan system. The lighting is excellent. 
The greatest attention was given to the arrangement for the comfort. and 
convenience of the pupils. The grounds of a majority of our schools are 
well cared for. being well fenced, and shade trees in good, thrifty condition. 
.Am sony to state, however, that in quite a number of our districts the 
reverse of this is true. We are doing all we can to better the condition of 
.affairs by calling the attention of the directors to this neglect. 
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Tbe length of term, as well as the salary of the teacher, is steadily iu

creasilli· 
The school boards of our county, with but one or two exceptions, have 

taken what steps they could to comply with the law in regard t.o teaching 
the effects of OAl'COtics and stimulants. 

An effort (which we think will be successful) is being made to grade the 
country schools. We are blessed with earnest, hard-working teachers, who 
are doing all in their power t.o further any object they believe will benefit 
the schools. Welch's Classification Register is used in some 'of the schools, 
but bas never been adopted and provided by county board. 

The Teachers' Library Association is in a flourishing cond1tion. The 
library, which js kept at tbe county superinten dent's office, and of wbioh 
be, by virtue of his office, is librarian, consists of nearly one thousand vol
umes. It is increasing constantly in membership and number of volumes, 
and is well patronized by the teachers. 

The Reading Circle is doing excellent work. We have ninety-two mem
bers, an increase of fifty per cent over last year. 

The circulation of the School Visit.or, a oounty educational journal, is 
rapidly increasing. Nearly every teacher in the county takes it in addition 
to other Journals. It ls sent free t.o all school officers. 

While there is much yet to be done for the schools, and many places " ·here 
they can be improved, we feel that the cause of education is making rapid 
advancement in our county. 

KOSSUTll COU.NTY. 

BY B. F. REED. 

In subm~tting _this report I feel that I am fully justified in stating that 
the educational interests of this county are advanoiog. A majority of our 
teachers ~r~ the ambitious and persevering daughters of pioneer farmers. 
~bey exb1b1t a fortitude and courage seldom witnessed in any other profes-
81?n-many of them walking a mile and building their own fires during the 
wtnter term. In their tact and ability to govern our teaohers even In the 
lowest ad h ' ' gr es, ave reached a standard of rare excellence · out of tbe one 
hundred d ' , an twenty teachers employed during the last winter term only 
ser ven showed 8 weakness in this important qualification but owing to the 
act that ma f th ' ' . tell ny O em entered the professioe before they had strength or :at ~n~r force of character to render effective school work, [ regret to say 
in th . Y fouod about fifty who showed any marked degree of superiority 

eir aptness to teach. I am convinced that they are too limited in their 
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general knowledge, and found wanting !11 mental discipline_ and depth of 
education. I have done everything I could to have them realize th~lr sltua. 
tlon and It is encoarasting to know that they do A.a our last mstltute 
exa~iMtion, In which all of the teachers participated, WM ten per cent 
more difllcult thnn any previous one, it left many of the teachers on proba
tion with a lower grade of certificate than usual But Judging from the 
way they are studying aod working, r know 1t will not be long before they 
will overcome this deflclency. At present there is a general educational 
awakening all along the line. They are thirsting ror methods, and are pur
suing courses of sLudy and seeking light wherever it can be found . 

.Notwitbat.anding the rigidity of the examinations and other exacting 
requlrements, my teachers consult me as a friend and treat me with all the 
courtesy that I could deelre. 

Moat of our village schools are in charge of experienced instructors, and 
very favorable reparts are coming io In regard to their excellence. 

our cit.y achoo la were never under the control of a better corps of teachers 
thau they are at the present time, and now, that we are fully established In 
our commodious $ 19,000 school building, we have a system of graded 

schools that. 18 a credit to our county. 
In this county we have 126 teachers employed at the same time; although 

we have only 1C4 regular school buildings, and these contain all together but 
74r, volumes of library books and $3,270 wortb of school apparatus. It 
further appf'ars that these buildings were erected at a total cost of $47,650, 
and are surrounded by only 78 sbade t.rees. During the past year over 
$::11,539 were paid for the services of our teachers, in addition to nearly 
86,600 that were paid for rent and repairs of school buildings, fuel, dictlona
r ie!I, apparatus. insurance, salaries for janitors, secretaries and treasurers, 
nod for supplies, brooms, chalk, etc. We have 8,816 pupils of school age; 
but for some reason 918 of them were deprived of free education, as only 
2,fl03 became enrolled, and the average daily attendance in I.be county sank 
down to 1,786. 

Tbe average cost of tuition per month for each pupil In the county Is 
1tbout f.~ 10. The Independent Dletr1et of Algona comes to tbe front with 
fin average cost of only $1.16 for each pupil per month, while some ot the 
townships have reported an average coat of $-5.9,5 for each pupil during the 
same lenglh of time. 

The Northern Iowa Normal School, located at Algona, under the efficient 
management of such an able and well known educator as Prof. J.C. Gil· 
chnst, has already done m uch to inspire a spirit of educational activity 
among our teachers. Thia prosperous institution having attxacted the 
attention of many of our sister counties, blds talr to be the leading seat of 
Jt1aming in this part of the State. 

Our last normal Institute waa a decided succeas in many ways. Although 
we had an attends, ce of one hundred and seventy-four teachers, being the 
largest number ever enrolled in this county-and I think the largest Lu the 
State, io proportion to our population-we avoided the monotonous lecture 
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by Creating separate departments, a feature that met with i:ni\'ersal 
efStelD 

approval. 
In egard to the affairs of the office, I will say that so much territory is 
b~ced in big Kossuth tbat the adjusting of differences between the 

elll bip boards and other interested parties ns to the removal and location 
!~::ool-hooses. the boundary lines of sub-districts, the establishing of 
granted &ehools, etc., occupies nearly one-half' of my time. But, notwith
standing these encroachments, by the aid of speciRl deputies which I have 
mploved at my O\Vn expense, I bave been able to attend to the omce <le

~ils and visit nearly all the schools once each term since I have held this 

position. 
'l'he Kossuth School ,Journal, published monthly in connection with this 

office, wbich circulates among all the teachers and school oflicers. is a 
pot.eat factor in my work, and of more assistance to me than a regularly 
appointed deputy could be. 

LEE COUNTY. 

BY J. J. DOYFLEMYER. 

Tbe educational interests of Lee county are advancing. The schools in 
the cities and towns bave closed an unusually successful year 's work, and 
the teachers, generally, have a gre11,t reserve force of enthusiasm for next 
year's duties. 

( have this year discontinued the third class certillcate. 
We expect a large attendance of teachers and students of the profession 

at our normal institute. It will be divided in two parts: a araded section. 
and an ungraded section. The former will iuclude those who teach in first, 
second or third grades of public school work; the latter all others enrolled. 
Each section will have instruction adapted to its needs, and will be separate 
from the other as a body. The ungraded section will be further cl8881fied 
on U1e basis of the quallHcation and experience of its members. IL will be 
thus sub-divided into tbree parts: A , B, C. 

We shall this year endeavor to accompliRb much that. shall be or Imme
diate value to our teachers. To this end the work attempted wUI be such 
a.s baa been proven necessary, and will be so arranged t hat it may be Imme
diately given a place in the teacher's outline of her own work in her next 
school. 

I believe much is lost in our institutes by not duly regarding the preselng 
Deeds or the schools. Too often tbe work at.tempted is purely academic. In 
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such instances It Is tar too ambitious for the Ll!ually short session_ ot the 
normal, and 111 barren of good results Teachers expect that whtcb will 
prove helpful to them in their urgent needs. 

Tills county bas very many pretty school-houses. A large number of them 
are brick or stone; others are nrat and substanlial f~ame bou8?5. Most all 
are properly heated and well lighted; but few are wtsely ventilated. Aa a 
rule, comfortable and convenient furniture is found, and some money bas 
been expended for apparatus for country schools. Io some few schools there 
Is no apparatus worthy the name, and the furniture is the most crude. 

The general condition of the grounds around the country school-houses Is 
t.hat of neglect. The out-houses generally are monuments to the low 
thoughts of those barbaric vandals which invade and debauch most schools. 
A round most, the fences are well kept, and there bas been a generous pro
vll1lon for shade in the planting or trees. 

The city school-houses and grounds are in splendid condition. Th~ 
schools are also amply provided with the very best furniture and the most 
useful apparatus. 

The length of term for our schools varies f rom six to nine monthe. 
[n most Instances salaries are fair; but we have a few who would almost 

t,eaoh for nothing and board tberusclves beside. These, I need not add. are 
not onr beat teachers, and we have our official eye on all or them. All of 
tbe common school brnnrbes are tau~ht in the schools of that grade, aod 
our high scbools, in this particular. rank with those of any county. 

In the city schools, penmanship, drawing and vocal music are taught by 
special teacbers. This Is found to be the most fruitful method of instruc
Uon. In the schools of Keokuk and Ft. Madbon, vocal music bas proveo 
t~etr a great blessing in the way or general discipline as well. The law 
concerning pbyfiology bas been very generally observed in Lee county, but 
[ am not now able to make a full report of the manner and extent of In· 
structlon In the same. 

LINN COUNTY. 

BY F. J. SESSIONS, 

The schools of this county are in a fair condition, and are making sub
stantial Improvement In many directions. As a rule, I find each community 
having as good schools as the people Intelligently and persistently demand
I have labored earnestly and constantly t.o awaken a more lively 1ntere11too 
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b part of patrons In the cause of tbe public school, to the end that the 

dl e and for better schools might be imperative. In the pa.st year there ern , 
1 

• 
have been organized aocounty teachers assoc atson and three district asso-
chitlons, each of tbe latter embracing from two to Hve townships. There 
bal"e been held three county meetings and thirteen district meetings. 
The interest and enthusiasm or teachers in these association meetlnjl's have 
been most hearty. The patrons of the schools have attended. in fair num
bers, and have taken part in many of the discussions in a way which baa 
!ken profitable t.o all. The results luwe been very gratifying. Already I 
see a t.endency t.o bold good teachers in place for longer terms or work, and 
I think there Is a desire to re-elect faithful directors. There is also a grow
ing disposition on the part of school boards t.o replace old mixed lot11 ot t.ext
books with books modern and uniform. There is also a tendency toward 
the payment of better wages for good teachers. 

The people of Brown township have just vot.ed to organize lheir nine 
acbools on tlle independent township dist.rict plan; thus cutting down the 
number of directors from nine t.o six. 

At the last meeting, lo March, the board of directors of the district town-
1hip of Fairfil elected Mr. C. E. Bonner as principal of the township high 
11ehool and made bsm township eu1lerintendent of schools. The plan is 
working finely, and is resulting in good lo the schools. 'l'be boards of two 
other townRbips are considering the plan, and I hope in a short time each 
will elect township superintendents. The plan, briefly, Is this: tbe board 
appropriatea$100to pay a township superintendent; then selects the teacher 
of the township best (Jualilied for the work, and arranges bis term of schools 
ao that be bas one month or more to devote t.o Inspection and supervision of 
the other schools: when he is teaching be devotes as much time as possible 
lo assietlng bis t:eacbers and advising direct.ors. He does not do the work of 
lhecouotysuperinteodent, but supplements it by looking after many details. 
which it is Impossible for the latter to attend to In bis necessarily burried. 
Yislta. The couaty superintendent plans and directs the work in general, 
and the township ,uperintendent sees that the plans are carried out in 
detail. The results are, system and uniformity iu the work of the schools. 

The schools of the county are being graded or clasalOed according t.o 
Welch's acheme as,.rapldly as possible. Before Use close of the next fall 
ltnns [ hope to have all rural schools working up t.o tbjs plan. 

It Is not necessary to speak, perhaps, of the work of tbe city and town 
grsded schools in detail. Jt is sufficient to say that we have seven graded 
8Chools which Ht pupils for entrance to the freshman classes of most of the 
college.,of the Stat.e. Some or them do work still more advanced than thiA. 
All are in excellent condition. 

There are fewer district quarrels now than when I flrst came in office and 
l have bad but one appeal case come to trial. • 
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NORMAL INSTITUTES. 

Tl1e teache111 of this oouoty are divided into four classes tor institute 
work, and follow substantially the plan outlined by the State Department 
or Public Instruction. 

I seek to have my Institute iru1tructors impress best methods of teach
ing by followmg those methods in their classes at normal. I do not 
have as much academic work done in institute as some superintendents do 
but aim to have much of didactics and normal met.hods. ' 

Laat year l organized the primary teachers of the county Into a class by 
themselvea, anrt gave them a teacher specially Hlted to instruct them In 
beet primary methods. The results were such as to warrant me in doing 
the same this coming lnsUtute. I also formed a principals' section for the 
dlecusslon of topics of special interest to principals and high school teachers. 
This feature was a success and I shall re-organize the section again thla 
year. 

SCUOOL-HOUSES. 

Of the 197 school-houses In the county, 170 are frame; twenty-five brick, 
and two stone. Country school-houses are, with few exception&, built or 
wood. They are all b&ted by stoves and ventilated by means of the 
windows. As to comfort and convenience little can be said in their favor, 
though most of them are well seated and fairly well supplied with charts, 
maps and black• boards. 

The city and town buildings are more pretentious, notably those recently 
built lR :cedar Rapids and SpringvJJle. In lbe pa.st four years three fine 
buildings bave been built l11 Cedar Rapids, all of which are heated and ven
tilated by the best air system and provided with dry closets. The Marion 
high sch()()I bulldlng ls heated and ventilated by a steam system. 

GROUNDS. 

Generally the county school-houses are pleasantly located on good roomy 
grounds, which ln too many cases are Indifferently fenced, they are, how• 
ever, mostly surrounded bv few or many shade trees. A few scbool-hoU886 
have no trees aud there seems to have been no attempt to grow them. I 
am pleased to report that generally I find the out-houses lo fair condition, a 
few Me in filthy, obscene condition. There are but few double privies, and 
Rt msny I sobools the t'nt.rances to the out-houses a re screened by high 
fences. In the maiu I can see some Improvement in the condition of out· 
houses In the past year. 

SCHOOLS. 

The average lengLh of the school year for the country is 7.2 months, for 
the whole county is 7.6 months. Terms of scho,>l vary from two to tour 
months In length. Our schools enrolled seventy-one per cent of the school 
populatton last year. Two good colleges, a business college and an academy 
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ill the county dro~e a good many of the older pupils from the public schools. 
,Average saiary paid males last yea~, $W.05; females, $26.88 per month. All 
the common branches are taught 1D schools having pupils old enough to 
take the blgher ones. Penmanship is being taught in all schools. An ef
fort Js being mlde to ha,•e m >re attention paid to the teaching of th' 
bra!lcb. At the last in~titute a special instructor in drawing gave lmpet~= 
to this work, and now 10 many schools drawing is being taught in a limi
ted way. The scho~ls ot Cedar Rapids, Marlon, SpringvHle and Mt. Ver
non, each have drawmg in the regular course, and do good work Tl 1 . . . 1e aw 
in regard to bygie~1c pbys1olog~ Is being very generally complied with. I 
do not know of a srngle school rn which instruction is not being given in 
this hranob either orally or from a text-book. 

OENJICRAL. 

IVllile the schools of the c.:>unty are not all that I should like to have 
them, yet I have many reasons to feel encoursged and filled with hope for 
their future. Among the many things needful to assure th · e1r more com-
plete sucoess are the necessity of a more compact and wield di t I t 

. ti . th th . Y s r c or-
gan~ on, WI e township as the unit. A longer tenure of office tor 
the director, longer terms o_f employment tor the teacher, and the entlre 
removal or the county superintendency from the influence of politics. 

LOUISA COUNTY. 

UY .MRS. L. O. MURDOCK. 

Ue~~ c:a~:tlon of education in tl.ls county compared with adjoining coun

Tbe' nonnai =~t:::ea~~~~eu degree of progress in every department of It. 
...,...,. y growing. 

4. From two ungraded cl f 
lraded divisions with k ~es our years ago, we now have three large 

b • wor smted to each grade. 
· I have sought to mak teacll 

the Idea that th e ers, not scholars; have tried to abolish 
"cram" tor an e:a~~~: is : :iace wherein to freshen the memory or 
leach. on, u a school for the purpose of learning to 

c. The methods employed to . 
acbool-room work the . accomphsh this have been largely practical 
to the school. ' presentrng of subjects to teachers, aa they should be 

d. The BpeclaJ features of o 
1'1th actual classes and th ~ normals have been the primary methods 
the county, and dis' l ed e exhibit of work brought from all the schools in 

P ay after the manner of a fair. 



182 
REPORT OF THE [Bl 

l!CUOOL·UOUI.IES. 

a. The majority of tbe houses are frame, constructed without any 11pe
clal plan, belng mostly of the same slze, 20x2-t feet. 

b. One One brick building at Lettsville la heated by furnace; all othen 

with common wood or coal stoves. . . 
c. llut three or four houses in the county have any means of ventilahon, 

er;cept by the windows and doors. 
d. About 7r, 1,er cent are comfortable and convenient, with entry way, 

shelves and books for dinner pall!I and wraps; the balance need repairs to 

make them truly comfortable. 
a. The general condition of grounds is very good; a few yards are 

uncared for . 
b. But 8 small proportion have good, clean out-houses. ?,'here 1e gener-

ally one in a passable condition, but it is rare_ to find two ID good repair, 
and there are several districts in this county without any whatever. 

c. The itri>ater number of yards are enclosed by good fencPs; a few are 
without, and two or three still cling to barb wire in lieu of an upper board. 

d. In many districts there are natural trees; iu others, where not already 
growing, Arbor Day was generally observed, and from tlfteen to twenty 

trees planted. 
a. The average length oC school term i.n this county is_ 7.7 months. 

A.bout 60 per cent hold niue months or school, 20 per cent eight mouths, 

and the remainder six and Reven. 
b. The average salary paid male teachers is $43.37; females, _$28 40. 
c. Jo the country schools the common branches, and sometimes algebra, 

are taught. Io the graded schools, algebra, botany, ancient history, 

geometry, astronomy, ete. 

SPBCfAL lHlANCBES. 

d. (l. ) Writing is done in nearly every school, but penmanship seldom 
taught. (2.) Drawing la not taught, except by merely copying patterns of 
objects as a recreation from study. (3.) All schools learn songs and ~lo~, 
but. vocal mualc Is not vretsented as a study, as a rule. (4.) HygLe~o 
physiology Is generally tanght, and both teachers and directors are domg 
the best they know to fulftll the requirements of the Jaw regarding It, 
although to many districts the patrons, and oftentimes the directors, are 
not In sympathy with it. In some instances, parents have refused to fur
nish text.-books on the subject, and the instruction has been entirely oral. 

On the whole, the schools in Louisa county are doing good work. In 
some Cl\888 the want of proper text-books, maps, ete., 1s a great drawbaclt, 
but In some way the teacher manages to go on. As a rule, the pat rons need 
to be awakened to greater interest, and this 1 have made effort to do, In 

school and social visitation. 
The question of havlng good, clean out-houses on school grounds, needJ 

more attention everywhere. I have urged this necessity upon dlreetDn , 
t eoobers and the people, on every opportuni ty, and sball. so long as there 18 
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cause. As a suggestion, if vocal music wa.s made one of tbe common 
branches to be taught in tbe schools, the result could not. be otherwise than 

tor 8 good and moral eftect. 

L UCAS COUNrY. 

BY J . M. llULtN. 

In compliance with your request or April 30, l herewith submit. a state
ment or the condition sod progress or education in Lucas county. 

CONDITION AND P ROGRESS. 

Our scbools present. a pleasing record or increase during the year m nearly 
all ti'e ite~ which indicate effective school-work; marked Improvement in 
country school-houses; greater attention given to the sanitary condition and 
the general care of buildings and premi.ses; a greater demand for better 
qaalilled teachers; more attention given to primary instruction; an increase 
In the enrollment and average daily at.tendance. 

Reasonable efforts have been made to increase the interest of the people 
in education; to bring before the directors the responsiblllty of t heir omce, 
and lo Induce teachers to seek a higher standard or preparation tor their 
profe. slon. We have a line educational library of several bundred volumes, 
well 11atronlzed by the teachers, while ninety-five per cent of our teachers 
read good educational journals. 

NORYAI, lNSTlTU'fl!:. 

Ouroormal institute bas been steadiJy growing io popularity, interest and 
iolluence. In 1876 there were fifty-!our members, in 1886 one hundred and 
seventy-four. Our aim iB the improvement of the teacher in everything 
that pertains to the discharge or his professional duties. We seek to in
c~ bis scholarship by presenting higher standar<ls of attainment; to io-
9PU'6 him with clearer conceptions of the nature and objects of education, 
and to acquaint him with those principles and methods of teaching and 
management. which are the basis of success in bis work. In my visits to 
tbe schools I note the defects and errors observable aud In the normal in
stitute try to reach and correct the greatest and mo;t prevalent. We also 
seek to establish a bond of sympathy and interest between teachers and tbe 
people. 
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SCR00L·R0Usgs. 

School-houses built the last ten years are commodious, comtortable, con
venient, well lighted, with better means for ventilation provided. The 
usual dimensions are twenty by twenty-four feet, and ten to twelve feet 
high, for thirty pupils. This gives sixteen square feet of floor surface and 
from 160 to 192 cubic feet to each pupil. 

GROUNDS. 

The grounds are very generally high and rolling, securing good surrace 
dralna(te, and well removed from swamps and stagnant waters, where ma
larial and miasmatic vapors would endanger the health of pupils and teach
ers. Io almost every instance the houses face the soutk or east. Nearly all 
the grounds are surrounded by substantial board or smooth-wire fenoos. 
Many of the grounds have natural groves of oak and hickory, and. on most 
of the others, maple, oak, elm and box-elder have been set out. A number 
of schools in the rural districts obsecved Arbor Day in an appropriate and 
very beautiful manner, the patrons in many instances participating. 

SCHOOLS. 

The length of the school-year, the enrotlment and attendance, and the in
crease of teacbeI1l' salaries, have increased the present year. Orthography, 
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, language, history, and hygienio 
physiology as required by session laws, 1886, are taught in all the schoola. 
Drawing, algebra, elementary physics and rhetoric are taught In a number 
of the schools. A merican and English literature, geometry, book-keeping 
and En~llsh his~ry are taught in the schools of Chariton and L ucas. 

GENERAL. 

There is no open hostility to the law requiring iostruction on the effects 
of stimulants and narcotics. While, in some districts, It has not been as 
fully enforced as it should have been, there has been a very general effort 
on the pint of all to observe its provisions in good faith. 

LYON COUNTY. 

BY B R. PERKINS 

Replying to your inquiries regarding the condition and progress of educ&· 
tlon in Lyon county, I would sav: 

SUPEJU.~TE~DENT OF PUBLIC L'l'STRUCTION. 185 

our schools are finely organized with the course of study found in W eJch 'a 
Classiftcati0n Register. 

We have been working to secure the unity of the rural schools and place 
them on equal vantage ground with town schools. 

our methods proceed primarily from the teacher's enthusil\Sm. By tltis 
we seek to eotbuse directors and people. Through them we endeavor to 
present to the people all reforms. 

No epeoial features prevail. In general our work is done by correspon
dence and reports. We make annual visits and are able to reach some dis

tricts oftener. 
As to normal institute work of the State we do not venture to offer crit• 

lcism. In our county, however, we have endeavored 
1st. To secure professional in distinction to scholastic work. 
2d. To foster the social and fraternal element among teachers. 
Our school houses are of the ordinary old fashioned gable roof style, ven

tilated often by broken windows, and heated by rickety stoves and with 
poor fuel. We have, however, some model of comfort and convenience to 
which we are constantly pointing for emulation. 

Grounds generally fair. No fences. Trees according to statute generally. 
The annual term is generally seven or eight months. Salaries range trom 

$2-5 to $36 per month. 
Common school branches taught with occasional algebra., botany and 

zoology. Penmanship receives considerabl_e attention. 
Drawing is neglected, save in map drawing. Vocal music is practiced but 

not taught scientifically. Physiology taught according to law. 

MADISON COUNTY. 

BY E. R. ZELLER. 

The graded four years' course was adopted for our county normal Institute 
three years ago. The teachers and those about to enter upon the business 
we~ divided into four grades. An average standing of ninety per cent le 
TeQuued of the A grade for graduation, and tbe same per cent of the other 
grades fo_r promotion. In addition to this the A grade Is required to have 
an expenence of nine terms in successful teaching before diplomas are 
granted. Two results are hoped for from this plan. First, regular attend
ance through four consecutive sessions by those who expect to make teach
:!ct~eir busine88, and to discourage and hinder those who would make of 

hUlg 8 temporary expedient. Second, the gradual closing of our school-
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houses Lo all teacbers who have not completed the course, and offertng 
greater Inducements for those to enter who have. 

Since adoption or the graded course rejluJar study and reci~llon in the 

11taple subjecte of common school work bas been the special buamess or the 
lower 11:radea, while algebra, rhetoric, civil government, general history and 
natural philosophy, are added lo the higher grades. Penmanship, drawing 
and didactics are treated Incidentally and in a general way. 

No altemµl has been made at gradation in our country schools. Other 
object.a to be accomplished are more essential while the circumstances are 
unfavorable. L,n!tormity in text-books, in length of school year, in ability 
or teachers, in attendance of pupils, and in a quickening of an educational 
tntereet. Is what. we seem most In need of. With this, unlformit.y of school 
work will be easily accc mplished; without it, gradation only in name, 1a 
Impossible. We hope tor much in this direction from our co~nty normal 
lnstitut.es. When a cerlitlcate of attendance for four consecutive terms at 
the institute and a diploma of graduation shall become a test of a teacher's 
quah6calion, there must Inevitably be a nniformity of methods, of lnteres~. 
and of teaching and ability. Tbe want of uniiormity in text-books Is a 
great. obstacle to uniformity of work. lt 1s a great evil, and all the more 
annoyln11: because easily remedied. Give us free text-books or statutory 
probiulllon of the text-book tratllc. 

IJurlug the past two years a persistent and systematic attempt bas been 
mndo to arouse Interest in the P"1blic school. Schools have been visited and 
revisited, townsbip and neighborhood meeti1111:s have been held, m wbirb 
directors a, d parents have been induced to participate. These meetings 
ltave uean growing in Interest and results have been far reaching, enduring 
and most grntlfylog. 

During the past year Rn effort has been made to bring out a special school 
exhibit at the county fair. We were successful far beyond our most Bl.LO· 

gltlne expectations. There were over Live hundred entries .. Specl~eos of 
school work were clusifled under four beads as follows: Anthmet,c, pen
mansbl p, map drawing and Industrial work. This exhibition of school 
work baa bad the effect or wonderfully arousing the minds of pupils, teach· 
ers and parents on the grand possibilities or our common schools. Without 
awakening a vain hope for better school-houses, better teachers and bett~r 
methods. the people can nevertheless be made to believe that now aa 
formerly the" public school is the hope of our country.•· 
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MA.IlA.SKA. COUNTY. 

Our normal institute is divided into a courge of tour years, embracing 
instruction in all of the branches required to be taught by law in the State. 
The last year of the courJe is given to the study of elementary algebra, 
American literature, botany, the history of education and civil government 
of the State and Nation. Where teachers have tlnisbed this prescribed 
course anJ passed a satisfactory examiuation, they are awarded a diploma 
with the standing in each branch marked. The promotions made each 
year are based on attendance and class Tecords. The instruction alms 
to enlist close thought and observaiion to principles to be taught and the 
most approved methods of presenting them. 

Last year we atked the teachers to preserve a note book outline of the 
instructions given, which was examined by the county superintendent, 
marked on neatness and accuracy, and made a part of the institute records. 
It proved to be beneficial in many waJs. While visiting the district we 
found many of these note-books doing service in the schools. In this way 
the enlbusiasm and spirit of the instructor Is carried it1to the schools. 

~o one is granted a diploma who hatl not obt.ained a first class certificate 
and had successful experience in teaching. As lonii as teachers holding 
these diplomas show themselves to be progressiv11 and awake to the best 
interests or the schools. we have encouraged scboo,l officers to give them 
special consideration. It 1s an incentive to others to become members of 
the postrgraduate class The usefulness of the institute would be greatly 
enlarged if there could be greater uniformity in Its course of study through
out the State. The diplomas awarded should be recognized outJide or the 
county where they are given. 

Our achoo! houses are generally well lighted, comfortable and tolerably 
well supplied with apparatus, but the out-buildings need attention. The 
average length of term for the year in the entire county In 1886 w~ seven 
and one half months. Tbe average salary was, males, $31;.<H; females, 
t,~.~-

Thne ls a good interest in penmanship aod drawing, and a few of the 
district townships have authorized algebra to be taught in their schools. 
The one thing receiving special attention just now Is the classiflcatlon of 

18 
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the country schools. Welcl:) 's Classi.flcation Re~ster has been p11rchasec1. 
by the board of supe1 visors and is now in use in aU of the districts, A. 
course of study has been adopt.ed, and when adhered to closely has always 
given a new impetUB to the school. These measures for better organization 
have been well received by the people, and the teachers are in hearty accord 
wlth tbelr object and design. 

Acting on the suggestion of the State Department, we have held town
ship meetings In the district townships and some of the independent dis
tricts with good results. At these meetings the educational interests of the 
district were discUSBed in an informal way. 

Compliance with the narcotic Jaw has been, with a very few exceptions, 
heartily and unlversally responded to. Most of the instruction has been 
given orally, but books are slowly working their way into all the grades. 
Taken all In all, the school work in this county is advancing, and will be 
more encouraging as we become better organized. 

MARION COUNTY. 

BY 0 . 13. BOYDSTON, 

Wij tblnk It can be truthlully said that the condition both of the schooltt 
and the teachers of this county has been largely Improved In the past year, 
and tu general the educational work in this county is in a more satisfactory 
condition tbau at any previous time. We do not wish, however, to be un
derstood as saying that tucy condition of educational work is flatteringly 
good. 1'bis would not be true if said, nor do we think it eminently true in 
any portion ot ou1· State. Our code of school laws is so barren or good re
sults in many particulars, lacks in force to carry forward the work success
fully In so many ways, that the highest and best results of the free-school 
system are practically barred. 

In 1886 the normal institute of this county was thoroughly graded on tbe 
course laid down by State authority. The result bas been of great value to 
teachers of this county. Notwithstanding the lack or force in our law to 
require attendance, eighty-five per cent of our teachers were enrolled at the 
normals of 1856-7. I t was our chief object in the normal instructions to 
secure uniformity of work among the teachers in the best and most ap
proved methods. In this we were largely successful. We venture a crit
icism upon the normal institute work in many places where it seems to be 
the chl~f object to enroll large numbers, rather than benellt those who con· 
stitute the teaching force. It is nonsence in the highest degree-worse, it ia 
criminal neglect of the interest of the teachers for a county superintendent 
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tin bis time canvassing his county with a brass band, ba.ss-drum and 
to P~s Included, to enroll an army of three or four hundred in bu; normal, 
: when assembled be can neither manage, nor benefit. Normal institutes 
should be run soltly for the benefit of teachers, and not for sbo,-, or for ad
vertisement in dttap school journals or county newspapers. 

As the old school houses wear ont they are replaced by new ones of modern 
style, with better means of heating, ventilation and light. Several of this 
class have been erected,in,the last two years. 

Doring the last year Welch's Classillcation Register and course of study 
for common achools has been purchased by our board of supervisors, and 
placed m every rural school in the county. At onr last normal thorough in
structions were given in classification and grade work. The out look at 
present is very promising of success in the introduction or this system. All 
the t.eachers are pleased wlth this "new departure," and take bold of it with 
a commendable zeal that is worthy of success. 

Ilygienic physiology as contemplated by the enactments of tile Twenty
first General Assembly, is being taught by evary teacher in the county. In 
m&11y cases it is not taught with tbe beet results, for the reason that boards 
of directors, through indolence, willfulness or parsimony neglect to provide 
the necessary means. 

We venture a few suggestions as to the needs of further and more definite 
legislation. The duties of school boards as set out in section 2, chapter 1 of 
the acts of the Twenty-first General Assembly, providing for the teaching 
of the effects of stimulants and narcotics, are so meagre and indefinite that 
boards of dir1:ctors construe anything, or nothing done on their part as 
"observance of this statute and making provisions therefor." This statute 
should be so amended as to specifically point out the duties of boards in 
!urnishing supplies, such as charts, etc., for the use of teachers. 

We ought to have a Jaw that would secure to us a uniformity in text-books. 
A law that provides for a closer supervision of the schools by the appoint

mentor election of townsbip supervisors, would be of incalculable benefit. 
As it is at present, the field is so large and the work so varied that it is im
possible for a county superintendent to do all the work necessary for the 
beet interests of the schools in bis county. 

It would be a wise provision of law that would compel teachers t-0 attend 
normal institutes, and prohibit the enrollment by the superintendent of any 
who are not teachers. 

In order that the highest and best results of a free school system may be 
attained, we must have some form of compulsory education enacted t hat 
Will not allow one-third of the school population of our great State to re
fuse or neglect to attend the schools provided for them. 
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MlLLS COUNTY. 

BY W. M. llOORE. 

ln educational matters Mills county seems to compare very favorably With 
her neighboring counties. The county is a sman one, and consequently we 
cannot report so large a number of teachers employed or so many school
houses as many others do, but wen, there any way of estimating and com
paring lhe Item " interest in education," which so seldom finds a place in 
statistics, we beHeve that MIUs county would not be behind. Our country 
schools are not so well graded as they should be, but the teachers are learn
ing the value of reducing classes in number, laying out a line of work for 
each term, and or leaving a complete record of the work accomplished dur
ing tile term, for the benefit. of the succeeding teacher. We find the Clll.8sl
flcatlon Register, wbich our board of supervisors so kindly furnish to all 
the schools, a very valuable aid in this work. 

In district organization we have sixty independent districts and five dis
trict townships containing twenty sub-districts. '.l.'he interest in school 
matters seems to be greater in the independent district than in the district 
township. 'l'hese districts usually pay better wages, have longer terms and 
consequently secure better teachers. The county is unfortunate in having 
many large and very irregular districts. Tbe result of this is that many 
chtldren are almost deprived of school privileges, the school-house becomes 
the "bone of contention," and the school suffers from the neighborhood 
quarrels which 11re sure to follow. 

Education, here ns elsewhere, suffers trom the constant change of teach• 
era, bu I, we can realize tbat teachers are growing in professional zeal and 
knowledge, and by constant and careful supervision and school visitation 
we have been able to discover the teacher's weak points, and by remedying 
the same to lmprove the teaching force of our county. Tbere is not a 
teacher at work in tbe couu Ly wbose work baa not been personally inspected 
by the county superintendent. 

Tbe teachers' normal institute ts the principal lever used in elevating 
tbe teacher. At the Institute and our teachers' associations they gather 
their zeal and gain most or their proressional knowledge. Tbe institute of 
tbis county is organized on tbe basis of the State course of study for insti· 
t\1tes. The first class graduated in 1886, and there are prospects for a large 
class ln 1887. 

We aim to plan our work so as to bold as many of the graduates as possi· 
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ble In the institute. believing that although they have finished the course of 
study, they will still find much that ~s new and profi~ble in the work of the 
institute. It bas always been our aim to make our mstitute better rather 
than targer than the one last year or the one in the adjoining county. 

while oar actual teachers have been regular in their attendance at. the in. 
stitote, and we have tried hard to induce all who desired to teach to attend, 
yet we have never encouraged anybody to attend the institute merely to 
swell the number enrolled, and who couJd be of no benefit to the institute 
other than to deposit a doJlar in the fund. The attendance has varied, for 
the last ten years. from 81 to 136. The methods used are about the same 88 

throughout tbe State, and the objects aimed at are to make better teachers, 
cultivate their habits of study and reading, and thus improve our schools. 

The county contains eighty-five school-houses, six of which are brick and 
the remainder frame. Outside of G Jen wood there have been no provisions 
made for beating, lighting and ventilating. other than the ordinary doors, 
windows and flues . The school-houses are very plain. but usually comfort
able. The equipments, suob as maps, charts, etc , are rnther meager, and 
it seems that the avetage school director cannot or will not appreciate the 
value of a black-board, judging by the condition and amount usually found 
lo the county schoo!-houae. Our towns are well supplied with comfortable 
a.nd commodious school-houses. As a rule the school grounds receive but 
little care. They are nearly all enc,osed with good board fences and contain 
the required number of trees. Many of our houses are situated in natural 
groves, while others are surrounded by nice shade trees that have been set 
out for some time. The out-houses are usually kept in fair condition, but 
there may be found a few that are in very bad condition and appear as a 
stigma upon the reputation of the school. 

The term of school varies from six to ten months each year, the average 
being about eight months. The wages paid vary from $80 to $46 in the 
country, to S40 to SIOO in town, the average being $41 for males and $84 for 
females. All the branches required by law are taught, nearly every school 
lo the county bavin'I complied with the new law concerning physiology and 
hygiene. Drawing is taught in most of our town schools and a few country 
ecbool~. Penmanship is the neglected study, not but tbat teachers try to 
teach it, but the poor provisions for teaching it, and the inability of our 
~ers to create an interest in this work, produces very poor results. 

It 18 in this ~ioe particularly, that we need all supplies furnished by the 
school autborit1ee, and f ree to the pupils; but we hope that at no distant day 
our echools may all be supplied with text-books writing materials and all 
nsefuJ apparat f , • us, ree to all pupils. Then we may hope to realize such re-
~ulta from our schools as will be consistent with our expenditures and the 
abor of the teachers. . 
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"ITOllELL OOU/iTY. 

or k, c. flARR&J'T, 

1 believe that ldJt<:hell county stand• blgh among the sister counu .. or 
lhe s1.ato lo educaUonal work. Her prominence bss however been stLaloed, 
not by ap, .. modlc effort but n1tber by an onward movement which bid, l&lr 

to continue IIOd develop. 
Our normal ln1muto hM been steadily growill!I in lotorest aod contlollfl 

\o galu In ra,or with te8':bers and people, generally. f'rom ao enrollmool 
of 123 in 168:l It hae grown to 207 lo 1886. 

The in•Lltuto I• divided ln\o !our grad .. and a course or study slmil&t In 
many reapeel.ll to tb•l recommended by the Supertntoodeot or Public lo
atrucUon is M•owod. At l8""t t wenty-live per ceut of the teachers of U.. 
county have completed I.he counie of study but e&eh year ilnds them agal,, 
In attendance. Diplomas have oot as yet been given but te8':bers "" 
granted optional otudlea attor having Jlnlshed the course. 

We believe that few counUes can show a better class of teachers than n 
....,, but we are seeking for still higher quallilcallons on the part or teachen 
and working to remedy the defects noted In school visttat1on as well aa ta 
preoeuL better mot.hods o! Instruction. The normal Institute la doing 1 

grand and noble work lo this oouoty and In words 1l mllar to I.hose of San· 
oho PdoUl we aoy. blessed be Lhe man who Invented tile normal Institute. 

DurlnK the past year !our new school bulldiogo have been erected aod • 
oumbl!r o! otb&l'll ha ve been put lo IIOOd repair. Nearly all of our bulldl<p 
are reaao1111b\y well provided with necessary ocbool appuatus. We regrel 
that our boardool direc\ol'll b&Vo given so little !bought to ventilation, heal
Ing and llgbllng; but these Important matter• are beginning to receive Ult 
alteutlon their lmportanoe demands. 

l!ehool grounds are, generally speakloi1, kept In very good condition, A 
largo number of them are well feueed and provided with trees which In• 
few years wlll altord au abundaoC8 of shade. I do not h .. itate \o say tbJl 
In rruwy e&alll! UtUe or no attention la given to the condltlon ot oor oo~ 
houae• and the evlla arising from these placeo of pollution are allowed ta 
cooUune through I.be false mod .. ty of school oillcers and te8':hers. 

Sebool work bu been carried forward lb& past year In a peaceable "°d 
proeperous manner, teachers lo many districts nave been retained througb· 
out \ho year. On an average eeveo months ochool have been tauKbt doriq 
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lb• ~t 1.,.r and the tendency now I• to dMde tb& ocbool year luto throe 
rmi imtead or t."Wo as bas been eust.omary. 

lt TM queoUon or teachen1' aalaries hss i-u frequeotli- br~ught to the no
u.,, of ed•IOI omcers as ll well needs be when a dltrorence or nearly 11r1eeo 
dollart por month Is allowed to e,n•t between the wag .. pald male aod re-

mal•-
Tb• ..i,ool• or th• county are well elasslfled and organized, each now 

baring a deOnlte !lo& of work to pursue. .lolde from the rogular bn1nches, 
under which i• lucluded physiology lo compliance with Stale law ot IS86, 
word IUlalyals, civil government or Iowa, drawing and Englloh literature 

1,., taught In mnny school•. 
Tb• t,esl o! lnt.ereot still prevail• In 011, teachero' MsociaUous and I can

aot but beli&ve that. much of Lbe entbustasm lbat exist.a l u our work. can be 
,.-1 directly to these meeting>. 

Our ,oadlog circle I• yet in il.ll Infancy, but our teacl1era are eotbuslaotlo 
In lbecauoe and U1e lndlcatlou• are tbM the circle will be largely Increased 
lh• oomlog year. 

A t811cllers' library association, the object ot whlcb I• to oupply choloe 
ttadlng matter to 11B members, was organized at Vie last 8ellsiooof the oor
mal I08utute. It already has a membenblp or Ofty. 

Wblle we are well pleASed with I.he resull.ll thus far 110hleved we hope dur
ing tho coming year to eclipse all previous elJorts and with tile hearty oo-
0peratlou or teachers, acllool officers and patrons success will orown our en• 
dtavor. 

MONONA OOUNTY. 

OY .,., r. Fl8nBR. 

Our llcboola are Improving and educational Interest la lncroaeiog. Our 
teachers, ss a rule, realize the importance or the work in which they are 
tngaged. and are atrivlog to Improve lo scholarship and lo met.hod! ot 
~g. No third grade certiOcates bave been Issued since the On1t day 
er Jn17, 1887. 

TKAC111t·as' NOR AL fNSTITlJTE . 

We bad \be bestin•tltnte ever held In Monona oounty. The teachers were 
ll'id&-awueand attentive. We enrolled 130, 'll'hlcb was the Jargeat attenJ
lllce weever bad. We are seeking to raise the grade or ouroouotry acboola 
by glflog the teachen Instruction in met.bods. We bad special work lu 
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reading and physiology. The only criticism 1 have to offer Is, that tbe 
work of our normal iostitute is not practical enough. 

SCHOOL UOVSES-

Most of our school houses are frame structures. a few brick or log. 
'l'hey are heated by stoves and lighted by windows; ventilated by doon,and 
windowe ; falrly comfortable and con\tenieot. 

OllOUNDe . 

Some are well fenced and set oat with shade trees ; others bo.ve a wlro 
fence or none at all. 1'be out- houses are in a bad coodltion. 

The length or u,rm is usually three mouths. '.!.'he teachers receive from 
twent)-five to thl.rty-Ove dollars per month. The branches taught are thos. 
required by law. Drawing and vocal music are taught in some or the 
scl,ool•. Physiology. wltb s1>eeial reference to the effects of narcotics aud 
stimulants, Is taught in all of tbe schools. \Ve need better houses, more 
blackboards. maps. etc. 

MONROE COUNTY. 

BY J). ;J. DELL, 

For many years tbe tendency In this county was to encourage pupil, in 
advanced studies. to the great neglect or those engaged t.n elllJllentary work. 
lL was no unusual thing to Ond the common school programme burdened 
with such studies ns advanced geography. advanced grammar. higher arltb· 
metic, algebra, and even ·geemetry and natural pbtlosophy. The elementary 
work was hurriedly and very lmperreetly done to give place and time for the 
advancecl work. 

Bx-superintendent W. E. Elder did a valuable service In calling atl<>otion 
to the import.~nce ot more careful elementary work, and in teaching better 
methods or Instructing primary pupUa. And the present incumbent bas 
earnestly labored to eliminate rt-om the common school course au higher 
stud! .. , to confine the work to the purely elementary and practical, and to 
improve upon bis predecessor's methods or primary instruction. 

In these efforte, the almost univenial co-operation of the teaohers bas beell 
experienced. Ot course, opposed to these efforts have been those or lllllll7 
advanced (?) pupils and their parente; but the great mass of patrons lll1d 
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U are thoroughly in accord 1vltb the theory that the work of common 
po: ~ obould be conlined within Lhe limit,i designed in the organization and 
:a:eaanee or the ~ysteru, furnishing the masses an elementary aocl pmc~ 
Ucal education. 

10 JS.SI a course of study for the country schools was prepared; teachers 
.-ere Instructed as to its meaning, and the use d .. igneJ to be made of it. 

.Many schools bave been organized and conducted lo oeeordauce with the 
,pirlt of the eoun,e. But owing to the frequent cl11mges of teachers amt the 
oeglect of many to leave au intelligible_ record or the state of tbe work at 
the olose of the school, comparatively little progress bas been made in the 
direction of systematic conformity to the course of study. Yet nearly 
every school in the county has been much Improved in poiut or gr,w,i. 
tion

1 
clas.si6catlou and instruct.ion, In consequence of the hold the s pirit of 

the course has takeu upon the whple teaching forceuf the county. 
In 18So a careful lu.ooection of the school registers revealed the !act that 

about three-fourths of them were not correctly kept. 4.s n consequenc.,, at 
least that ratio of reports to district secretaries must have been incorrect. 
What reliance. then, can be placed in the school statistics of tbe whole 
State, If tbooe from Monroe county are an average in point of correctness? 

Effort haa been made to col'reet the defects noted. Some improvement 
1, noticeable. But tbe constant influx of new and inexperienced tenchers 
is an illsurmouut,ible barrier to complete succe"" in this di reetion . 

.A IIAlnllon ha• been called to tbe educative force of the child's surround• 
wga. u a love or, and a taste for tbe beautiful, shuuld be cultivated, the 
oblld must be brought lnto contact with, and 11uder the in{luence of the 
beautiful. 1f the child is aeenstomert to the unsightly at bome and at school 
hh taate tor the beautiful can not develop. I-Ce grows up coarse and rude 
with the spirit of destructiveness unduly developed. 

School oflicers have been urged to put and keep the school-house, grounds, 
fences, and out-buildings in proper condition. Teachers aud pupils bave 
b<en eocouraged to beautify tl,e school-room by polishing the stove. cur
taining the windows and ador11ing the walls with pfotufes a,nd mottoes; and 
ill the summer season they have, in some instance. cleared the grounds of 
rubbish, and planted. and eared !or, varieties o! decorative plants. Muell 
bss thus been accomplished iu tbe cultivation of the a,sthetie nature of the 
pnpUs. lluch remains to be done, but the way is uow opeu. and in this par
ticular. the proapects are promising. 

Great care has been exe,-cised lu the issuing of eertitleates. Tbe standard 
or qualification bas again and again been raised; aod yet some Incompetents 
succe,,.d In meeting the letter of tbe reiiulrements. 

The followlug are tile present demands: 
I. For third class ce,t!Ocate: (a ) Of/our months; a minimum etand!ng 

of 6-5 per cent, and an average of 75 per cent. 
(b.) Of •i• months; a m.ln,mum standing of 66 per cent, and an average of 

liO por cent. Those who have taught one term must average 80 per cent, or 
"" .. ru,ed. 

19 
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2. For second class certlHcate: (a.) Of oiglu months; one ter?''• expert. 
ence a minimum standing of 7? per ceot, a.nd au average of s.::, per ceut. 
Tho;., who have taught two or more terms must meet these req11ireineni., 
or b& reruaoo. 

(b.) Of 1,n months; tbe same requirements as for elgbt months, except 
that lb• average must be ~O per ceut. 

3• For nrst class certiOcate: 'l'wo or more t.erms' .suecesdul experience, 
a minimum standing of b~ per cent, and an average_of 9.1 per cent. 

1.he quest!ous used in examination are those r,u-nu,hed by tbe Depart1tent 
of Public Iostru.ct.ioo. 1J,1he making of answers is very :areruuy done; the 

ucant is credited with all bis .MSS. are worth, but with no more. Tb• 
a~~e pursued in the issuance of certiOca.tes bns, of courdo, improved lbt 
c allty o! the teaching force; but the general standing Is still com1>ar&tively 
qu • f . l l"f '.I' b 1ow 

I 
owlug to tbe brevity of the teach~r ~ pro ess~oua t e. ea~ ers are 

constantly dropping out of lbe profes>ion, and their places are berng filled 
by peroons of Inexperience. By this process tbe body of the te~chlog _ ro,,,. 
I• composed of those \\ho bave had but ti.tree or four terms expenenoe. 
Aud while lo scholarship and in theory of inotruction and goveroment, the 
teachers vi w day are much superior to those or ten years ago; yet, In prao
Uce there is not diocernible so great dUierence. But In tbe midst ol eo 
many discouragements. tbat t.here is u.ny perceptible improvement is certainlr 
srrouod for encouragement. 

1'~ACUBR$' NORMA"C. l ~$Tl'rUTE, 

Orga>lfralion.- The J.uwa graded cou_rse of study is the ?asis ot tho ln.,tl. 
tuto worl<. The members of the instit ute are arranged mto four cla"3oa, 
named respectively, hnrat,.year." Hsecond-year/1 "third-year," aod "fourth· 
year." 'fbose who have never attended institute compose the ~rst..class; 
the other classes are composed of such as present normal cei-ti0catas ol 
uromoUon showing them entitled to position in the class Into which Ibey 
seek entrance. 

.O..ign.-1'be pur1>ose of the inotilute ls to Instruct teachers In rigbt prln· 
clples aud methods of education; to Inspire in them high Ideas or their 
worki to develop ta them a greater love for, and a deeper zeal In, thfir 
work; in shllrt, to produC6 gtJOd tMeJin"s, . 

Msdwds -lnatructorN of ex.tensive and successful experience are employed. 
'l'hese are expected to become model teachers in the presentation or u,eir 
several subjects. The subject is presented, not so much for the matter of 
It, as ror the illustration or right principles and methods in teaching. The 
instructors are expected to give. i_u addition to good models, preceptire 
instructiOJ\ in principles and methods Of iustruction. . 

Sp,ekd (euture:-Eaeb member of tbe institute i.s expected to provide 
himself with the text-book In didactics designated in the course of study., 
the basis of tho work in the class of wbiolt lie la a member. And Ille 
Instructor In didl\Otlcs Is expected to conduct his work in eucb a manner"' 
tlmt each member will experience the necessity of a, carefully preparing hi1 
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dJICtlC ,..0,1, os be prepares any other work ••signed bim In the iustltnte. 
~l!cnlar attention Is to be given tbe elemenl$ ~I me11tal science aud the 

!!cation of Its principles to the work of education. 
apb •fcisffi-' upon tM institutt work of the &ate.- 1. 'l'he general tendency of 
i t7.~tes, as shown by their courses of study, is to furnish academic, rather 
~ didactic, instruction. Too much attention is given to the •· What to 
teach•·; too little to the "llow t? teach." It may_ be said: a?d truly, that 
tbere Is great need of the academ,c work. But, while adm1ttrng I-bat fnct, 
we sbould not lose s ight ol the true desigu of the institute, nor relax our 
efforts to limit it. to its o'i\'tl proper sphere. 

2. A course of reading in full harruouy with the institute course ol study 
&bould be prepared. Evidence that one hos done the reading rec1utred 
,bonld constitute part or the basi3 upon wblcb a normal certificate of pro
Dl<>llon is Issued. 

SCllOOt..r-llOUS~. 

C,n,truai<>n.- .'learly all the school-houses in the county are oue-story 
tnuue buildings. 1'he material used tn building is medium in quality. 
The workmausbip is very ordinary. 

H,atinq and lighling.- .Every country school-house is heated by a stove 
located near the middle of the roow. In cold weather, those seated near 
the sto,·e are uncomfortably warm, while those in more remote parts of the 
room are suffering from cold. • 

The light i•. in most cases, admitted through three windows on each side 
o! tl,e room. l o some instances. the degree of light may Ila modified by 
ineans of slmtt.ers, and in others by means of curtain• or slrndes. 

r entilation.- ln the construction of country school~housea, no pr.ovision 
ha., been Ulade for venti.lation Many te"'}bers who appreciate the Import
ance or pure air contrive ways and means by which to secure It. Many 
others cao teU lww to ventilate, but fall to v,ntil<il<. 

Camfmt q11(1 r.on•<>u-...C..-Aside from the features of discomfort already 
noted, many rooms are comfortable and convenient. Io mauy ample pro
•islon is inade for !be proper disposition of maps and lnnoh-ba,kets; and 
11,e seats are comfortable. fn many others, no adeq uale conveniences are 
provided. 

OUOUNVS. 

Omeml c,>nd~.i<>11.-A few grounds are well cared for; very many are 
Kr .. uy neglected. With few exceptlom, the grounds are well located for 
tbegeneral purpo!!ea or the school, and would admi.-ab!y serve those pur
l)OSOII if properly cared fur. 

O•~how<,.-t;ot one in the COU!)ty properly constructed. In many dfa· 
tncto, there are no such things; and In many districts pretend.Ing to have 
them, the moral and physical results are manifold worse tban If there were 
n~ ,ucb pretentions. Again and again, the attention of patrons and officers 
has been called to the Importance of properly constructed, and properli 
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cared ror out-houses. Some seem convinced, but none have as yet actetl up 
to the necessities or the cai,e. True, some have moved in the rigbt direc
tion. and the [ut.ure may reveal a bountiful barv~st. from the seed sown. 

Fenu -Some grounds are not fenced; many are poorly fenced, and a few 
are nicely and substantially fenced. 

n-cu.-<,1ulte a number or grounds are a<lorned by native groves. In 
about one-third of the districts, trees ha,;e been planted and car~ for. 1n 
some dlstrlcts, trees have been planted and allow~d to die: and 10 others, 

00 
at.tempt hall been m~de to comply with the requnemeots of the law con

earning tree-planting, although the attention of officers has frequently been 

called to the matter. 

BCD OOL!-1 

ungth. of tenn.-The average school year is less than se,,en months. A 
few districts keep school open eight or nine months each Jear, but many 
others would keep open lus than ,ix months aunually if they could devise 
any reMonable excuse for so doln1r. 

'.Lwchtrll' salariu.-The discussion of this topic furnishes a key to. the 
whole situation, deplorable as it ls lo this county. T he wages of teachers 
are 80 low-less than $200 annually-that men and women cannot secure a 
livelihood In the business. Let tbe advocates of, aud the apologists for, low 
wages writhe under this statement; they cannot flgnre out of -~a) ear a 
decent living for auy one peraon, to say nothing about tne support and edu
catloa of a ramily. Young persons who cannot. understand the situation 

00 the ba~ls or a mathematical calculation. after a few terms' experience, 
realize it 11pon the basis of a practical demonstration. And about the time 
they become valuable as teachers, they are rorcad to abandon the occupa
tion and to seek a business tbat will afford a livelihood. As a result, our 
sc!:..ools are conslantly in the hands of those wbo have bad lilt le if a11y e:r.• 
perlence. A young person without experience bas little intluence in mould· 
l.ng public opinion in matters pertaiuing to tile best mtere~ts of the schools. 
Because or' th0lr !u~xperlence and consequent weakness, much property 18 
destroyed Md irreparable loes Is sustained by the children eutrusled to 
thelr care. llut looking no farther than to the property loss, pRtrons and 
officers excuse themselves from their obligations t.o furnish, and keep lo re
pair, conveniences, upon the plea that "it's no use to provide, tbey'll ooiJ 
be deetroyed." Too true, too sadly true; they'll only be destroyed if en· 
t rusted to the care of inexperience and incompetency. But is there not 1 

wiser economy? l s there not a remedy for these ills? Certainly; employ 
as teachers men and women of mature minds; persons of successful expe
rience and oonse<1ueut power in coutrolllng and instructing. liut, it may 
be &Rid no such persons i\re applying for the schools. True; but l)eeaose 
there \~ no demand tor t hem. Let such salaries be otJered as will enable 
live, wide-awake men and women to live decently and comfortably, and 

keep abreast the tlmes in educational thought and methods; and plenty of 
good, unsel6sh, zealous, enthusiastic teachers of experience will offer them· 
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, lad of the opporlnoity to ~e~ote themselves ,~nr~servedly to the 
etl\t.' gt trans('end.8 every other 10 1mportaoce. and 10 its 1nftueuce for 
,rork th'h __ Let this line or economy be pursued and see what a 
..,....i to f e l<>VU• • 
11'""' lion will take place in our schools! A few dist nots in the county 
transfonna d . h ked h . l . •ec1 this policy in" measure, an 1t as wor c arming y. 
ha,etn d" 11· d I "tin Brantha taughc.-Reading-lnclu lDg spe mg an anguage, w ri g, 
antbmetic, geography, English gramma_r, physiology- in compllan_ce with 
ecb l laws of 1 6, and United tates history are the regular studies pur-

edoo • the country schools. Drawing 1s taugh t the primary pupils in 
au in . . . . • 
manJ schools. Vocal music 1s not taught sc1eut1flcally in any school tn the 

county. 

OENA.RAL REMA!tKS AND SUGGESTIONS. 

To the educator with high ideals of common school work, Monroe county 
Is along with many of her sister counties, in I\ truly deplorable condition. 
Tber& are, It is true, some bright spots, and these encourage to continued, 
penevering effort. 

The general stringency in monetary affairs, a nd local shorLage of crops 
for a series of years, are, in many in<itances, made tbe prPtext for t hat 
ecooomy in school expenditures that is properly denominated niggardliness. 
Whenever the necessity for economy-retrenchment-is felt, tbe pruning 
knife is first applied to the school branch of government.. Teachers' wages 
are cot down; contingent expenses are reduced below the point of providing 
conveniences; school-houses are allowed to crumble to ueeleseness; and the 
llltle that is expended in tbe school work is largely wasted because of the 
weakness or the force it secures 

~early all the teachers are earnest, and willing beyond their capabilities, 
to serve the public good in their respective spheres. But. in very many in
&tances they do not receive that sympathetic co-operation Crom officers and 
patrons that would enable them to work with lighter hearts and stronger 
hands, and consequently produce better results. 

Hrlef, pointed, pungent tracts from the department of public lnstruotlon, 
dMrlbuted through county superintendents and by them through the 
echools to officers and patr,>ns would certainly be productive of good. Let 
MCh tract discuss some one phase of the common school problem. Let 
two or three be sent out during each month that schools are generally In 
aesalon. This course would greatly strengthen the county superintendent 
and render bis work much more elTicient 

The law should be so amended as to provide for the election of the county 
aur,erintendent at the meeting of district, township and independent dis
trict electort1 on the second Monday of March of every alternate even-nwn
bered year. ~uallHcation, certiHed to by the State noard or Examiners, 
abould be the only test of the eligibility of a candidate for the county su• 
perlntendency. Such provisions would remove the office from the arena of 
l>OliUca, and would make the term four years instead of two. 

The law should be further amended to abolish the office of disLrict treas• 
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er and provide that tUstrlct ord1>n1 be drawn upon the county treasurer, 
urh • ball keep a tund account with each district and shall pay all district 
;d:1

8

8 from the funds belonging to the districts several~y. This would 

e In Iowa an annual saviug of tbOtlsands of dollars 10 the shape of prov • •, . 
salaries, to aa) uothlng ot other tosses that are annually occurnng under 

the present plan. 
The foregoing facts, criticisms and suggestions are submitted_ in the hope 

that they may prove of value in showing lbe educational standlDg of Mon-

roe county. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

BY J. Y. SAYLOR. 

INSTITUTE. 

Our Institute has been organized upon the State course or study for three 
year11. Tbla graded work meets wltb much favor among the teachers, yet it 
must be admltt.oo. that It is vet an experiment and will reoulre time and ex
perience to bring it to a standard where it will be thoroughly practical. Tbe 
Interest Io the teacher's training school In this county bas always been es
pecially marked. 

We have endeavored as much as possible Lo make it a training school as. 
against the atrtclly "review·· school, i. e., a review of text-books. We 
malte professional principles a prominent. factor, and especially that period 
covering tbe 6r11t six or seven years of the child's school life. In our rural 
1ch0l1ls we flnd this work-oral teaching-too much neglected. llence we 
proceed on the principle that the institute should supplement t he demaoda 
of the public school. 

CR ITICISlf", 

1st. Not uniformity enough th~o11gho11t the State. 
2d. Too many of the so-called graded iostitutes are only so in name. 
:~. Tbere is uo way to guide and control inexperienced superintendents. 
Uh. Rules for promollou are often very untrustworthy. 
6th. They are frequently too much of a" review" school 
6th. Tho attendance should be compulsory. 
7th. Too faucy p1ices are paid for instructors. 
Stb. There should be more legi~lalion touching the control aud conduct 

of our Institutes. 
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SCUOOL-IJOUSK:,, 

b e type of school-houses familiar to all. They are loosely 
w, bAfe t ~o;rten. cold, and with little attention pl\id to ventilation. 

construJted ht 16- a'iven to light cloak room, convenience. nor black-
little ti.Oil~ " ' Bet accommodations we speak more particularly of tbe rnral schools. 

t,oard ldin in our towns bave been constructed with special care and 
The bui :;: the above points. Nature llas given us goo<l school-house 
,11oogbt as 

1 
but out-houses fences and trees and the school building 

si~ as a ru e, • 
t always receive the care that It should. We have no more 

ltJelf does no . 
mplain thanourneigbbors in this respect, m fact the patrons or reason to co . . 

ry COunty are thoroughly alive to tbetr educational Interests 10 lbe 
}lootgome . 

1 Ptation of that term but we feel that too much money ts spent 
usua aece ' . 
trttbout a full knowledge or the ends to be obtarned. 

BC,'TIOOLS. 

Weare li~ral tn tbe number of months allotted to school work, ranging 
frorn seven to nine. Teachers' salaries, however, are not as encouraging aa 
one would wish. A. very general compliance bas been observed in the 

1111tter of teaching narcotics and stimulants. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

Notwithstanding the fact that our district organization, and tbe bap• 
bal.ard way of runring our rural schools have been exposed and condemned 
by school men generally, yet it seems to be so thoroughly rooted in the 
costoms of the people that it is a roost difflcalL taak to uproot it. The peo• 
])le are aware that tbeircblldreu do not progress as rapidly nor as thoroughly 
u tbey should, yet they fail to diagnose tbe case thoroughly. The failure 
Is usually RSCribed to Inefficient t.eacbers, etc., where in fact tile failure must 
be placed primarily upon the board of education. The impor tance of a 
fully officered board is not generally understood. Our rural boards stop 
when they have electtld a president, secretary and a treasurer. Tbe most 
Important officer ls left out. The people place the schools in the keeping of 
the boirds. and bold them responsible for knowing what the schools are 
doing and knowing what to do for them. The above two functions have 
never been fully met by rural boards because lack or experience on the part 
of their members, and lack of time to visit schools. Experience has given 
11! but one successful way to accomplish this, viz.: school boards find it nec
Msary lo elect a fourth officer, usually c~lled a principal, upon whom these 
rtsroosibllitles are placed. This man ls usually selected because of bis ex• 
perience in these matters. By bis meeting with the board making regular 
and frequent visits to the schools it Is impossible; (u) to keep the board in
formed all to the workings of the schools; (b) efficiency of teachers; (c) to put 
lllacourseof etudy; (d) rules and regulations; (e) reconls; (/) conduct, pro• 
motions; {g) keep uniform books, in fact meet any and au needed improve• 
mentsandcbanges. Until our rural boards employ this principal or super-
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intendent. to enforce its mies, inspect the schools, and counsel with them, r 
know or no sure amt safe way to lift the country school out ot it.CJ present 
inefficiency. 

A year ago we began the agitat.lon in this county. We conducted over 
fifty meet.mgs, beslcles using other methods to get the matter before the peo. 
pie. We are more than gratiOed wltb tbe success. Enough sentiment has 
been worked up to in.sure its adoption sooner or later. There ls scarcely 1 

man In tbe county who does not rapidly fall in when the actual facts~ 
the proposed changes are snbmilted. 

SlJ II-DIST ll1CT8. 

The sub-district organization too is a most harmful agency. It fosters 
local strife, favoritism &nd discord. We wisb the time would come when 
each townsl1ip could be made independent, and with a board who act as one 
man upon all questions, and not one ml\n acting as a board upon moet 
qneatlons ae we now find it. Tbe cutting up of townships Into lndependent 
dlstrlcts makes t.oo many officers, does not cure the local strile drawback, 
and Is In fact a failure. 

l!l:LKCTION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

ls it not a strange condition of things that the positi\)n of city superin. 
tendent should be filled wltb men averaging twenty-five per cent more ln 
ability tbP.n our county superintendents over the Statei' and this too ln an 
oOlce or less responsibility. It all comes rrom tbe pernicious manner or 
elt1cUon. City boards choose from school men any where In tbe United 
States. 'fbe county chooses from party lines 10side of the county. The 
former bunts tor ability, the latter for avaiHbllity. 'l'be one goes into office 
tree to act.., the other weighed down with party prejudices I realize that 
1 »m saying nothing new on these points, but to bring about these changes 
It 1s neceJ1:1ary t.o keep talking. You must excuse this lengthy discussion, 
but as a matter of tact there is more room for discussion under the bead of 
"general remarks'' than under the specltlc points given to discuss. 

MUSCATCNE COUNTY. 

BY O. W. CO\- E R , TON. 

l11 reply to your request I beg leave to submit the following report of tbe 
schools or Muscatine county : 

I. The schools of .Muscatine county are In a fair condition, and gradu• 
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. The people are becoming more interest.eel in the work. 
all1 iJDpro'Vl~g. West Liberty and Wilton schools were never before up to 
Tie l(u eati.Detan, dard The indications are that the coming year we will 
their present s . • 

t advancement " all along tbe line.' 
111,,ke greaO nize August 8th, and continue tw~ wee~s- (I have no record 

U. 0
· rgatb first institute was organized to this county.) II. We are 

to sbo11' wben e . h fr . to make the scholars, but are seeking to make teac ers om 
R:.I stelillg T chers will d<l the work in institute that will be required of 
11Cbolar8- be. :~l room d. General, forms and methods; special, great 
ibem in t e SC • h b. t tte l11 be put on the primary work. e. I, too muc su Jee ma r 
effort ~ 

2 
t often tbe instructors shoot over the teachers ; 3, the work 

uogbt' · ._.
00
t te is not that required i o the schools; 4, the teachers take 

d,,oe in loss, u h h "-t 
l ese diftlcult things-these exceptions to rules, and trfy _to

1 
tea~ t ,_em ~ ore 

their pupils know the simple things. ( We bav_e ten at ures 1~ tue primary 
· tlie more advanced. We are go10g to try to strike a t the root l'Ori to one m 

or the evil. l . . 
Ill. «. Wood in most rural district; brick in all others. b Ueat10g w 

Mil!C3tiue city is done by steam ; In all other schools, is done by furn~es or 
,l!ivM; lighting, by windows at back or sides of room. c. Larger b~1ldings 
nave ventilators in the wall ; others ventilate by etove, door and "1odows; 
d Tbeold desks are giving way to the best patent seats. 

I\'. a. A s a general thing our school-houses are well located as to 
ground, and have fine school yards b. Out-houses not generally well cared 
f,,r. c. Fences Renerally in fair condition. d. Plentv of trees in nearly all 
yards, except where tbe soil bas not been favorable to their growth. 

\'. a. From six to ten months ; average, eight and one-bait months. b. 
~lariea from $20 to $160 per month; average, about $38 per month. c. Io 
tbe 110graded schools all the common branches, and frequently bookkeeplnll'. 
and algebra. d. 1, 2, In Muscatine, special teacber In penmanship and 
drawing is employed; in other schools, the teachers are paying considerable 
attention to this part of the work; 3, vocal music is not taught as It sllould 
be; 4, hygienic physiology is taught, in compliance with school Jaws of 1886. 

\'I. l think tha.t we need a course of study for the State; tbatl pupJls 
abould do a certain amount of work before they are promoted. Our great 
effort neit year will be in t he primary grade. I want to have the work tor 
that grade dellnltely outlined. 

20 
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O'BRIEN COUNTY. 

BY DAVID ALOYEH. 

O' Brien may be considered as one or the youngest counties or Iowa, and 
little was done on the line or school work until l873. Then the county wa.s 
visited by the grasshopper seourge, and as a result a changing, moving pop
ulation made it Impossible to have our schools organized with any degree ot 
permanency or system, until about tbe year 1879, when the county began to 
be settled by a class that "came to stay," and a healthy growth from that 
time to the present bas developed an earnest demand tor a thorotJghly or
ganized school system for Lbe county. 

A course of study for tbe ungraded schools was prepared by the present 
County Superintendent, and bas aided very materially in systematizmg the 
school work or the county, wbicb now employs one hundred and t.en wide
awake, enthusiastic teachers. \Ve are striving to make the schools ot our 
county as eOlcient as possible. 

Oul' teachers' normal instltut.es a re al waJ s organized according to a care
fully prepared course of study, and we try to so classify and arrange the 
work 811 to meet the requirements of every teacher. We are seeking to 
make the normal institute a thorougly practical school of met hods, and to 
arouse a del'p Interest and hearty enthusiasm among teachers and school 
officers. Every t.eacher is required to uerform a ce1tain amount of claSi 
work dally. aud we have no use for the instrnctor who wishes to occupy the 
time In what is called the" lecture method." There can be no development 
or the fncultles of the teacher \\lthout individual effort. We have no 
hobbies lu Institute work, but believe that t he study of the English Ian• 
guage ought to be emphasized. 

The normal institut('I, if not properly controlled, becomes a vehicle that 
canles many damaging in nuencea, and one incompetent instructor can make 
the work ot an institute a failure. 

Our school-houses are constructetl according to the latest and most ap
proved plans, very well arranged tor healini, lighting and vontilatlon, but 
In 11001e C.'\ses not properly seated, the seats not being of the required 
height. Our school grounds are very fine and kept in good condition, bot 
not generally fenced, nod some attention is given to the planting and cul· 
Lure of trees. 

The length of term is generally seven months in ungraded schools and 
nlne months In the graded schools. 
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, salaries as a rule are not sufficient to induce good talent to re• 
r~e:e "°ork, and hence each year a large number of inexperienced 

main Ill are employed. In addition to the branches required by law, we 
"°r~kkeeplng and primary algebra taught in some dtstricts. More lime 
11ave to be given to penmanship, drawing and vocal music. We are mak
oarbt ·a1 effort to have hygienic physiology taught in a thorough manner. 
~:pecicrying evil of our Jo\\a school system is the disjointed relation of 
IICh ~ officers. There mast be a county board of education in every county, 
~ ot one representative from each district, township, and independ

co:dlstricl, before we can expect anything like system in our school work. 
~ll school officers, including county superintendents, s hould be elected at 
the spring elections, and tor longer terms. I hope tbat our legislature will 
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1.be necessity of amending our school laws next winter, and trust that 

Ion will continue to be tbe banner State tor common schools. 

OSOEOLA COUNTY. 

BY W. J. R~VES. 

I ,rill call your attention to a few statistics compiled from tbe several sec
retarles1 and treasurers' reports. 

The number of ungraded schools in the county is 02. Number of graded 
acbools 2. Number of teachers 99. Females 76. Males ~- Tbe average 
compensation of the former being $32.66 and $-11.86 of Lhe latter. I wish to 
state here that there Is no di fference in wages between male and female 
lncbers in our country schools. The apparent difference is owing to the 
fact that. most or the male teachers only teach during winter when wages 
are advanced from $8 to $6 per month in most townships. The bigb salar
l11 paid the principals of our graded schools also help to make this differ
t:ice. 

Number of persons between five and twenty-one years is 1,622. There 
being 766 males and 700 females. 

The tot.at enrollment during lhe year was 1,163, or only about 78 per cent 
of our school population. 

The total number of school buildings is 63, valued at $39,260. 
The value of apparatus is estimated at $2,46-1. 
The number or trees planted on school-groundo is 4.82 of which 331 are in 

Sibley and Ashton. ' 

Tbe expeoses or the several townships and independent districts is given 
below: 
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.Baker . ... . . . ............................... S 538.20 S 1,090.70$ 253.76 
Fairview . .. . ............... ..... ········· 134.72 668.65 222.5 
Goewey . .......... . .............. ......... 49l.70 1,895.60 400.00 
Gilman ...... . .......... . .. . ........... 002.86 1,483.66 128.18 
llorton . ... . ... . ... . .. . .................... 873.63 889.65 166.29 
Holman. . . ............... ..... ... ......... 1,487.65 2,631.60 l,76U8 
Viola . ...... ... ... .. .. . . . . . ....... ..... 262.69 897.85 . ....... ... 
WilB-On .... .. ... . .......................... 419.49 1,440.00 HB.40 
Ind. Dlst. Sibley . ........ . ............... . 1,114.61 2,797.87 1,444.34 
Ind. Dist. Ashton . ...... . ...... . . .. , . ..... 2-56 65 767.00 296.10 
9cheyedao . ... . . . .... ···· ···· . . . ... ..... 693.90 1,767.19 1,658.10 

Making a total in the county of $6,670 49 for contingent expenses. $13,-

900.62 tor teachers and $6,156.26 for school-houses, grounds, etc., which 
gives us the grand total or $26,717.37 as the cost of our schools for one year. 

r notice the salary paid secretaries and trustees varies from $46 in Wilson 
township to $140 iu Ocheyedan township. 

OUR COUNTRY SCDOOLS. 

I am pleased to report these schools steadily ou the advance. The teach• 
ers, as a class, are live, progressive and conscientious, seeming to realize the 
importance of their work and determined to do their best. Many of our 
summer schools are taught by young, inexperienced teachers, yet very sat
isfact,ory work was done. With one or two exceptions our winter schools are 
being taught by teachers of three or more years' experience in the work. 
Already the most flattering rep_orts reach me of the effieiency of their work. 
lo my visits I have endeavored to correct t he impression tbat the superin
tendent le to be dreaded as a critical stranger wbose chief object is to find 
fa.ult. 

'fhi, superintendent should be looked upon as a friend, with whom all 
school matters should be freely talked over, that he may better point out 
errors, and suggest improvements. '!'he attendance in our county schools 
bas uot been what It should be, but the teachers are trying to correct this 
as much 1\8 possible. 

OUR GRADED SCROOLS. 

While 011r country schools have been progressive, this is especially true of 
our graded schools, where a sufficient salary is offered to secure the best 
teaching talent. Sibley may well be proud of lier schools. It is no flattery 
to say they compare very favorably with any similar schools in the north· 
west . 

The work of the tall term just :closed has been thorough and very satia· 
factory. An excellent course of study with rules and re'fulations for the 

SuPERINTE~DE~T OF PUBLlO INSTRUCTION . lb7 

eroroeot of tbe schools, bas been adot>ted by the board. which has done 
govch to systematize the work. Thus beneftting both teachers and pupils. 
; school was never in a. more prosperous condition than at present. 

/am sorry to report that much of the work done in the Ashton school 
b been Jost on account of the frequent change of principals. There bav
;; been three changes du~g U1e year. The present ~ut~ook for the school, 
b wever. is very encouraging. Mr. Roth, the new pr1nc1pal, appears to be 
a~ntleman of superior teachin~ ability. We shall look for many good re

sults from bis labors. 

UNIFORIDTY OF TEXT BOORS, 

The text-book question has been disposed of for three years to come, by 
the almost universal adoption of a uniform series or text-books in a11 the 
county schools of the country. 

The wisdom of this action on the part of the scb.ool(boards will be appar
ent to all. Our teachers bave long been hampered by the endless variety of 
teJt-books. While this uniformity of books is very desirable in many 
branches taught, teachers should not forget that they should endeavor to 
rise above and become independent of text books. In many subjects that 
can be taught topically a diversitv of books will be found advantageous. 

THE C LASSIFICATION REGISTER. 

Each school in the county bas been supplied with a copy of the classifica
tion register fnrnisbed by the couuty board. 'l'hese register have not been in 
use long enough to make their usefulness apparent to au. 

There surely is need of more systematic work. With our constant change 
of teaching the good results of one term are almost lost through each teach
er's Ignorance of bis predecessor's work. A graded course of study accom
panies each register, which, if followed carefully wilJ do much toward 
grading our country schools. 

Each teacher is requested to send to this office two report!! each term. In 
most cases this bas been carefully and promptly done. While this has adued 
much t.o the work of the superintendent's office, it bas aided me very ma
urially in the supervision of the schools. 

l believe these reports may result in as much or more good as the visits of 
the superintendent. · 

E:X:A.MlNATIONS. 

1 have, during tbe year, examh.ted 110 applicants for certificates fifty-four 
or_whom have received first-class, and forty-six second class certificates ten 
reiected. ' 

bal have endeavored to make~my examinations thorough and practical, and 
ve striven to treat all applicants fairly and impartially. 
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TEACilKRS' Ml!:ETINOS. 

Last winter we organized two teachers' associations, one at Sibley d 
one at Ocheyedan. Twelve meetings were held, at nearly all or .which than 
was a good attendance and much interest manifested. ere 

NORMAL INSTITUTE. 

Our normal institute, held at Sibley from March 2'>...d to April 8d was a de
cided success. While the enrollment was not quite as large as usual the 
interest was unabated from the first . The work of the instructors was most 
practical, and the good results were quite noticeable in our sum:ner schools 
Primary work was made a specialty, two lessons being given each day. i 
am satislled that the instruction given in this work alone paid every teacher 
for at.tending. 

I should be pleased to have a three weeks' session this year. but I fear this 
eannot bfl done unless we change the time of holding until August, 

l expect t.o make our next institute a great improvement on the last. r 
am making my arrangements with great care, and am satisfied that our com
ing iustit1tte will be one no teacher can aff'ord to miss. 

For report of condition of institute fund see county treasurer's report. 

'l'llE NEW LAW. 

The act passed hy the last General Assembly requiring the teaching of 
physiology and hygiene with special reference to the effects of alcohol and 
narcotics in the humao system, went into effect last July and is now in full 
force. This Jaw provides that the subject shall be taught in all schools and 
to pupils of all grades. Districts not complying, forfeit their apportion
ment of school funds. After the first of uext July teachers are require<l to 
pass a satisfactory examination on this subject, or be debarred from teach• 
tog In the public schools. The law will be strictly enforced so far as it 
relates t.o my work. l am glad to report a manifest desire on the part of 
the teachers and school officers to comply with the law. 

I MPltOV J!:MENTS. 

There bas been built during the year. four new school-houses, one each in 
Holman and Goewey, and t.wo in Baker townsbip These buildings are 
well built and well finished, the aggregate cost being $2,680. I notice, also, 
a few minor improvement.a in out-buildlngs, and there is much need of 
more improvement iu this respect. 

It ls safe to say that fully one-half of the out-buildings lo the county are 
u~fit to use. The smallness, cheapness and architectural plan, together 
with the neglect of directors to keep these buildings in repair, is, I believe, 
doing more than any other agency, t.o debase and weaken the moral Dl\lnre 
of our cbilclren. I would urge, U1erefore, that school directors keep these 
buildings in good repair at whatever cost. Teachers should remember that 
i t is their duty to take care of all school property. I shall take note of this 
when l visit schools. 
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COUNTY ruon SCHOOL. 

With our rapidly increasing school population it Is quite evident that some
thiug must soon be done to give our youths a higher training than can be 
secured in our common schools. Our supply of teachers must of necessity 
be drawn largely from th~ young men and women of the county, but we 
cannot hope to supply the constantly increasing demand for "first class" 
teachers and maintain any degree of efficiency so long as our facilities are 

15 meager as at present. 
our graded schools have, in the past, supplied this want i n a measure, but 

this is about at an end. These schools are becoming crowded, and already 
we bear they are refusing to admit pupils residing. outside the district. To 
sapplytbis want I would propose the establishment of a county high school. 

This report is already too long or I ,vould like to m ention some of the 
many ad,•aotages likely to arise from such a project. [ believe such 8 
school could be made nearly, if not quite self-supporting, for if properly 
conducted it would call in scores from neighboring counties. I earnestly 
urge upon the board and the people of the county generally the immediate 
necessity of measures being taken to secure higher educational facilities. 
Yy first year's work bas been quite agreeable, though arduous. 

l wisb to thank the teachers of the county for their willingness and 
promptness in aidlng me in my efforts to advance the cause of education. 

The kindness and encouragement received from school officers and pat
rons, bas been highly appreciated. I sllall enter upon the new year with 
renewed zeal and a fixed determination to do all in my power to advance 
the cause of education in Osceola county. 

PA.GE COUNTY. 

BY L01'T[E E. ORA.NOim. 

tblnSaccordance with your request, and following the outline received from 
re ta, tedepartment, it gives me pleasure to review the condition of educa-
1001 matters lo Page county. 
During the one and h lf pl ased one a years of my superintendency 1 have been 

r:.Cb t-0 note a general awakening all along the line of educ~tional work 
yond :t partlcularly _the younger ones, are reaching out for somet.hing be~ 
are do· 

6 
present aitamments. This is shown in the quality of work they 

lllg, and by the" . te t . 
in"" Bo · . u 10 res m and attendance upon edncatiooal meet-

...,. ards of directors t 1 k " propert . , 00, are oo mg after the condition of school 
&od d~~rovtding for the use Of their children things at least comfortable 
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Th• lawn or tM tllOCl'.,,ful r.od •lllc!eot l.l!ICbor art1 appreel•~. ""dm. 
erally the lrulb 11 dawning upon the mlodB vr our dlrectoni tloal 10 -11•
uance of ,..ell-dooug lbere i. power nod reward. 

ot.c:riminallon 10 the ..eltcUon or a Lf:llcliet i! becoming mon• not!,.. , 
and 10 alroogly la Ibo teacl,er bound bf Wa c<lnU'l\Cl that M POOD 110 bl■ 1<ork 
i■ prnv•n \Al 1,p a failure It 11 not IL diOlcult matter to dlaponoe •'1th hla ,.,. 
, 1cm. Thl.s l■ M ll abould be, for 10 on• t•rm of mtarule and faulty Uwh
log more harm can be done tbAo an elllclent teacher can counteract ID 1 
year. lodl"d. wme !rulta ur tbe evil tot.chlog and permitted dl..,bod1!'net 
are riatbcred 1on11 after the ~hool-room la !orgotltin. 

What 10 awful n,eponolb\llty ii thta training and teaching or Ibo 1ouni; 
and oh bow Ughlly lo tho taok uodertakro by many wboao only tbougbl ~ 
llrat lb~ .canty ,umclency to get a cert1ftcato, and then the " p,11try doU., • 
att.,r th~ time hH been put lo: .. We must educate." How o!L reitenl.fol 
bu beell u,11 statement I \\'Ith ttdoubled rorce ,t oomea \Al U1e co11oty ••· 
fl"rlntendent wben b• reoognl1.ee the need• or hi• teachers. 

So 111301 or our toaehMI have coroe rrom the rural schools to the wvrt o! 
te:icblng U1&• ,t ta lltUe -.·onder we r..,1 1 he oe,,d of eduor.Ung our t.oscben 
Not that In ollr rural achoola art! bO)'I •nd girls lees bright tbAn lb"°" who 
OJI ou~ city acbools, but that their 01,portuo!Uea for culture and ro6001Uoo~ 
eucb M oome from pleaasnt aurrooudl,,ga, 1ogether with the enmt•le 111d 
elt:ect of the beot ln•trucUoo, are 10 few that IL ia by their uatlve ablllty >w 
.. 111ppllcatloo the del{l't!6 o! advancement ta aucb •• It 1,. 

l'ecuolarv ooodlUolll of llllln)· of our teaobert1 are such that all !or...., 
or knowledge muat oome through experience In tbe work or t.eachlog &1,d 
tl,rouRh the oorm•I lnatltuto. 1le11ce It la that our normal ln,Ututelo 
doing, v•ry tal')tl!IY academic work. This we know Is· not the pronn,-. ol 
the uormal lnalitute, but so l1Jo~ u pre:58.nt condition& rem.atn aa tbe-, .._..,. 
lbl• work m111t be done. 

Al((l!hr&, civil government, phyalaal &nd locnl geography, the art o! poo
manAlilp, r.nd tbe science or orthogra1>hy are rarely touched uvan bl ':"' 
touotry 11tbool work. Yet be who would bold the better grade of mt!!-
1,ate and Oubb the Slate aradNl """""' of atudy for normal lnstitul<!s nlllll 
be familiar with lbeao branch••· 

Before they can be taught bow to t8Ch it, teMhoro mu1t 61111 lit.., 
qualuled with • aubjoot. Beue<1 lt baa been our aim In uormal bl•tit•,. 
work to mab a ape<:lall)' of tbooe brancbet suppo8fJd to lM> lout nndert""1d 
by tho average teacher. 

Last year vart1cular attention was pt.Id to clvU government of Iowa. loca 
lll!(\gnlpby IWd by~eue. 'l'hlt year readlng and penmanablp Wert madt 
a1>1!claltl••· In ooch .,... o.ot IO much attention w .. given tbe tn•I wd " 
WM gl>011 the aubJoe~ Another year physical geography, gt1U111Dar and 
ortbogravby may be emphMl1od,asul by lh1• It la meant to have actual dn~ 
work done In tb~ vulou.1 brnocbes. 1.'be lu1t.ructor, theu, bt-oom~• 
model t""°b~r and 1be tot.ohen are modol puplh!. 

1'bl1 kl.lld or work done at the normal UU1titute !a ••• y 11&U1taet<>rJ to tlle 
ter.c.be111 &od hold.I their attention, aocurlng excellent attendance. 

surEKL'ITILVDK.',T o~· PUl!LIC !NSTRUCTIO~. lill 
.u to the State work of the normal Institute, too great dlve1111ty prevalla. 

Tllt 1n>Utut.e abould be graded on a tlDlform baala, and the OOIU'8C of study 
to be po.nued outltoed by tbe Staui depArtmeol.. 

Cotll o11< ochool work, rrom dtatrtct to State, la more nearly unlffed, 
111m cannot be unlvonal progress. 

,<llOOI boll-Are lnvarlably lO) small, rudely Onlahed, POOrly ,.,.trd and 
Jllf ,eotllar«I. To fiod equlpmlllltl In apparatus, library, etc., la tbo ex
...,11ou. Wardrobes are ll'aDtlllg very frequently, a11d hlaekboard apace not 
...-raurtb of what !JI needed. Few 11ehool lota are fenced, and rarely 1, 
,.,..i •baol• found. Out-buildings are usually In !air condition where one 
tor each "'" It found, otberwloo they are not only out of repair but un• 
11p~J. ASA hopeful ludlcatloo, we wish to say that by ca\llng atteollou 
u, th- tblop. the light or a new or<ler of thwK• Is dawning upou 11,, 
lllnd.• or -ome of onr people. Tbe P8.l!t year hou•ea have tie.n re-modelrd. 
nlllt\\bM pro,!ded, blockboards made, seallng Improved, •Praratuo added, 
t,,oc:t1 buill, lteell planl"<I, and geoeml Improvement In all part!culan,. or 
CIOQiR lht uteut to whleh 1h10 good work Is carried Yllrieo wllh !he oom
munltJ and Its gooir•I spirit o! orogrese. \'et example ts powerrul, aurl 
I,;, d- tl,e .. f!OOd thlDIIS have• Mlntary •ITect throughout t118 oountJ. 

Tbett have been varlou• chBngea lo wa~es and length of terms, yet ..,-0 
boll>1·0 th• oblllll!N bave been, for the most part, !n the rlRht dlrecllon. 

llll'tlf aoylblng beyond the ordinary branches Is taught In our scbo<1ls, 
Olwl pupi!I are !olllld whose parents object to having grammar, geography 
uJd pby,u,logy !aught. lly common conseut and established usage the pa
lNll la the proper one to decide tb!s quesUoo. and lbe teacher muat be at
leDUfO LO tho domand. Oreat llbertl.., are e .. rol11ed lo our rural school• 
l,r lmnla or directors have leased a larl{e majority of their powers ' 

Xoape:lal branches nre requlred to be taught Vocal mua,c ;8 0 .;..d only 
u, pa.limo, no att.ontion wtiauiver belbg givoo to Ule rodlmenta ot mu•lc. 
.1., Jo h111'1•,ne, everJ sobool boArd, we believe, baa adopted a book u, com
plJ wllb tLe re,1ulremenUi of the •tatuto. A majority of lb• 11ehool• Rte 
e.mplyl.ug lo aplrit and the letter. Jo some dlst.ricts nothlug has been dono 
tonnl ""l'l'J'"II: out tbe l11struct1on1 of the board, for tbe hoard 11 no1 par
llt'alarlJ lnterelttd Patrou, reflllO to have Lhl1 brooch LaUgbt, and DO 

l'l•.r ii enrol'Cfd to bring about the de,,lred euJ. H would •eem very ad• 
awabl• to l•t tho penalty fall where It ls due, but It•• uot 0u,_ to exe,·ute. 

And tbl1, 10 • baaty 111100<1, describes the educational 1tatu1 of i'uge 
o,untr. At will be aeen, tbe best thing about It all 18 the ttn,u,,r,

1 
u, do 

lttter tlolo~. ll'beo the term ot oftlclal1 ii lengthened and 1eacb•ni who 
>re wortliy, are oonUnued, tbeo may we expect~ eetablloh ounielve• ln the 
brat tilings. lJutll that d&y, we mll8l not be weary ut rep,1lltlou, though 
""' boar!. ratot and our courage wane. 
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PALO ALTO COUNTY. 

IIY B. E. KELLY. 

In compliance with your request, I now endeavor t.o give you a condensed 
report of what we have been doing in the educational line since my coming 
into the superintendent's office of this county. 

rn regard to the teachers' institute, will say: At tbe one held last year 
in this county, we virtually followed the course prepared by you for the 
work in tlds State, and graded our teachers accordingly. We bad a larger 
atLendance than ever before in the history or the county, which was ob
tained principally by addressing personal letters to nearly every leacher in 
the county, urging them to be present, outlining the work, etc. Our at
tendance was 93. This year the attendance came up to 103, and we substan• 
tiully followed the State course. Both institutes were prolific of good re• 
suits, and were, l believe, remarkable for bard work on the part of the 
teachers, and great interest was manifested by them In the work. We have 
been seeking to accomplish more fitness on the part of the teach.era and a 
greater int.erest in thb cause of education and school work, which, I am 
glad to say, is gaiuing ground very rapidly here. We have endeavored t.o 
net only Instruct in these institutes where needed, but we have endeavored 
lo make them a school of the very best methods practically as well as in 
theory. Besides this general work, we have made a special featUI6 of all 
important questions coming up in the work, and that were in any way new 
to the t.eachers, by discussing the subjects thoroughly and endeavoring to 
make clear what we found the teachers not well posted in, and never leav
ing a subject until fuUy understood by the whole class. 

We have no criticisms to make on the normal institute work of the Stau. 
save and except the seeming lack of interest on tbe pa.rt of a great many of 
them, and whelher this is due to the inefficiency of the superintendent and 
llls Instructors or of the teachers themselves we cannot say, buL believe it 
Is partially to both. 

SCROOL·IIOUSES. 

Most of the school-houses iu our county are well built and are large 
~nougb to accommodate the pupils. The heating and lighting of these 
frame bulldings is, we believe, as good as the average school-house in the 
Stale. The ventilation is without doubt good. The comfort and conven· 
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ience of the pupils are not in aJI cases what they should be, there being a 
lack of furniture and apparatus in a great many instances, and it is due to 
the inefficiency, in our judgment, of the directors, wbo, because the office 
is simply that of a school-director , wholly fails and neglects to perform any 
part or portion of his duties save ~e hiring of the teachers; there bis in
terest, H any ke bas, ceases; there 1s an end of further effort on his part, 
and should the teacher request anything of him he simply forydts to grant 
aucb request, or willfully neglects it. 

GROUNDS. 

The general condition is on t he average fair. In a great many cases the 
out-houses are in very bad condition, very many of them being unclean and 
without doors, and in very bad shape. Very few of our school grounds are 
fenced. Most of the grounds have trees planted, and they are doing nicely. 

SCIIOOLS. 

The length of term in summer is, as a rule, three months, and in winter 
from four to five months. The salary of the teacher ranges in winter from 
$:!ii to $85, and in summer from $26 to $30 in the country schools and in 
some instances they have not paid more than $20 per month in the s'ummer. 
However, during the last year and a half teachers' wages have been getti 
a little better, I think, owing to the" weeding out" of a great many inco:~ 
pe~ent and leaving the supply somewhat smaJler, and those who do teach . 
being more competent; and, as a natural consequence, in order to get a 
teacher directors must pay better wages. 

The branches taught are those required by statute, being t he common 
bcancbes. The specia~ b~ancbes we have none at all taught in the country 
schools, _save the bygiemc physiology, to comply with the school law of 
1686, which _has_ been brought about principally through the teachers, they 
having bad 1t discussed and taught in the institutes, and a course of study 
prepared thereon by me and given to every teacher to follow in the t 
achoola. coun ry 

PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 

DY CARRO!: BYRNE. 

1. CONDITION AND PROGRESS OF EDUCATION. 

llave succeeded in tt· . 
&raded after th W 1 ge in~ um~ormity of text-books, nearly every achoo\ 

e e ch class1flcation system. 
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tr. TE.ACREB.81 NORld.AL tNSTITUTE. 

a. Qrganfaed about fourteen years ago ; we are following State institute 

course. 
b. Am eeekiDg to accomplish more systematic work, better gradation and 

more enthusiasm. 
e. Methods-the t>est we can Hod. 
d General and special-Primary work aod drawing. 
e.' Not enough methods-Inst-ructors are not acqualnt.ed with the wants 

or country echools. 

JJI. SCfiOOirHOU8E8, 

a. Construction-Mostly frame, and majority of good size. 

b. Stoves. 
c. Windows doors, ventilators. 
d. School b~uses keJ)t in good repair; kept. clean, and window shades for 

windows ; moat have wash-basins, towels, mirrors, etc. 

IV. GROUNDS 

a. General condlUon- Fair. 
b. Qui, houeea-Kept in good shape, as a general thing. 
e. Fences-But very few schoot-bouses are fenced. 
d. Treea-Some school-houses have groves surrounding them ; around 

others, a number of trees ; and around some, none at all. 

V. bCBOOLS. 

a. Length or t,erm for year-Seven, eight, nine mllntbs; majority elgb 

and nine. 
b. Salarlea-Flret-class teachers, $36 ; second class, 1!25 and $30. 
e. .Branches taught-All the common branches ; in some schools, algebra, 

bookkeeping. _ 
d. 1. Penmanship ts given a great deal of attention. 2. Drawing 1_8 

taught In nearly every school. 8. Not very much mueic. 4. Hygienic ph59i

ology given special attention. .All, without exception, receive m11~uct1on. 
Boards of directors furnished automatical charts, and older pupils have 
books. ·rbe younger ones receive oral instruction. 

l 7,) 
SUP.1!:RINT.E. DKNT OF PUBLIC INSTHUCTlON. 165 

POLK COU~TY. 

DY C. F. SAYLOR. 

1. Education receives very liberal l\ttention in Polk county. There are 
four colleges for higher education; there are also three business colleges ; 
also training schools ; and industrial education receives some attention, 
with 3 prospect that the future will develop a great deal in this direct ion. 
n. a. The graded system of county normal institute has been int roduced 

In the county with four grades, following as nearly as possible, the work 
laid out by the Stat.e rommittte. b. We aim to get as much professional 
spirit stirred up among the teachers as possible, that each school in the 
county may have the benefit of good organization , thorough methods, and 
live, energizing principles of school work. c. We a im to accomplish this by 
bringing into the professional work of the county some of lbe most tat· 
ented instructors in the country. d. We divide the lnatitute work or the 
county into two departments, viz.: the county normal i natitute and the sum• 
mtr ,chool of methods. In th~ county normal institute are four grades. 1'hia 
work is arranged for teachers who necessan ly have all the branches, such 
as are usually found in the rural districts, and In the different grades the 
work is arranged to suit the demands of tbat grade; for instance, In the 
6rst grade are found teachers who have had but little experience, and in 
each grade are aBSociated teachers of like experience, and the work a rranged 
accordingly. Iu the second general department, viz.: the aummer school of 
ruthod,, are enrolled the teachers who are doing grade work, or whose work 
In tbe school-room is of a more specific charact.er. In tbie depar tment are 
three divisions, viz: the primary, the intermediate, the grammar. Thie Is 
more strictly a ach.ool of mdhod&, offering splendid opportunity for "speolal
lung" io primary, int.ermediat.e, or grammar work. We bad enrolled 
between four and five hundred teachers during t.be past summer, about one 
hundred and twenty-llveof "hich enrolled in the primary department of the 
Slimmer school of methods ; among these were teachers from all part.a or 
the tate, who desired to conf.lne their attention to primary work; the same 
waa true of the intermediate and grammar departments. e. I ~bin k the in
elltute work of the State has too much of a tendency to do "text-book" 
work i and I also think that not enough care is used in the selection of in-
1natructors. 

Ill. I cannot say very much that would be favorable to the ecbool
houaes or the county outside of the city. They were built, as a class, in an 
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earlier day, and of course, the conveniences that they present are not in 
keeping wttb their environment, but I am glad to state that in building new 
achool-bouses boards are correcting this. 

IV. I might say the same thing wilh rl'lff!rence to the grounda that I have 
said about w,,ool-hoUJ'U, with tbe exception that the county has been pretty 
well wooded by nature, and most of the districts have found it very easy 
to start a few shade trees on the grounds. 

v. a. The average length of time is about eight months. b. Outside of 
the city teachers' salaries are not very high, and, in fact, they are not what 
they should be. They range from $25 to $35 for spring and te.11, and $30 to 
$46 for winter. c. The branches outside of the city are the common 
branches, with occasionally algebra. botany, geometry, rhetoric and book
keeping. d. There Is not much attention paid to the special &ranches, with 
the exception of "hygienic phyait>log,J," which, I think, is taught in all tbe 
schools, In full compliance with the law. 

VI. There are about one hundred and sixty teachers at work in the city 
of Des Moines. The schools are models In most respects; especially are they 
atr/)fl,!} in the kindergarten and primary feature;;. The high schools are doing 
good work ; they are strong In tbe practical and useful sense. The teacben 
are mostly of tile professional type, and keep generally abreast with progress 
of the age in educatlonal matters. 

PO'l'"l'AWATTAMIE COUNTY. 

DY J. W.W. LAIRD. 

NORMAL INSTITUTE, 

Our normal tustltute is not accomplishing the good it could under more 
favorable oircu!)lStances. The county superintendent being elected for 
only two years it Is impossible for bim to carry out bis plans as he would if 
be bad a longer term of office. The normal institute in Iowa should be 
entirely divorced from the examinations for certificates. They should be 
summer schools, where teachers who wlsh can prepare themselves to do 
better work, and not aramming schools where teachers (i') go to "post up" 
for examinations. The attendance should be voluntary and the C(lunty 
superintendent should not allow his teachers a credit of a certain per cent 
lf tbey attend the institute; neither should be refuse to grant a teacher a 
first class certitlcate because he does not attend the institute. 

Tooobers who attend institutes are often disgusted and discouraged be· 
cause the methods of teaching and the plans for management of schools, 
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ced by some instructor, are utterly impracticable. We have too 
ad\'&D tbeories aDd not enough practical work. 
DJAIIY bject of the institute in this county is to help our teachers, and 

Tb~~Y the teachers in our rural districts, to teach better scMols. The :5:1

0t Iowa has good graded schools, but owing to our cumbersome dis
trict township system, and some other causes, the rural schools of Iowa are 
not as efficient as they should be. 

SCHOOL· HOUSES. 

This county is well provided with good and substantial school houses, but 
they have few conveniences and are poorly arranged as a rule. They are 
well lighted, but many of them have no blinds or shutters, so that the light 
can be modified or partially excluded. There is no doubt that the eyesight 
of many pupils are injured in this way. Thev are generally heated by a 
large stove, placed near the center of the room, whereby the heat is 
very unevenly distributed over the room In the majority of our school 
buildings in the country there is no mode of ventilation, except by 
r&ising and lowering the windows. There Is a la.ck of blackboards in the 
buildlogs, and the seats are too large for the pupils. Many schools have 
bntlittle apparatus and few reference books. 

GROU-NDS. 

Tile grounds are being improved within the last year. Trees have been 
aet ont, and there seems to be a general effort made to beautify the grounds. 
The out-houses are in a shameful condition in many respects. The 
rronnds are poorly fenced, as it i3 impossible to keep any kind of a fence, 
mept one of barbed wire, which is prohibited by law. There is a general 
feeling among school directors that the law should be repealed. It is im-
1)069ible to keep out heavy cattle with any other kind of a fence. 

SCHOOLS, 

A large majority of the schools are in session nine months in a year, 
Teaeb11TI1' salaries range from $2-5 to $45 per month. The branches tangbt 
generally are those in which an applicant is required to be examined for a 
certlOcate. Very little attention is paid to drawing and vocal music. Pe!l
manshlp ls taught daily. The law in regard to the teaching ot the evil 
effects of stimulants and narcotics is being generally complied with as far 
as possible. 

GENERAL REAU.RKS A.ND SUOOESTIONS. 

We need a law prohibiting a school officer from employing a relative to 
teach his school without the consent of the board of directors or the patrons 
of the achoo!. 

The tree text-book plan would benefit our schools very much. 
A law requiring the teacher to file her certificate with the secretary before 
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~•nlng acbool would be a creat help to both the county 111pet1otezuleot 
and aecretarl,., and would pn,veot an1 ooe trom commencing a aobooi 
"1thout I e<•rtlllcat.e. 

Anything that would awall:en the pe.,ple IO the fact that a t.eaeb,r ll!uit 
koow more lhaD lbe braocbee to be taught IO be a teacher would be bei.d. 
ctaJ We have too many who attempt IO teach without havllllJ read 1 
educaUooaJ paper or an educational book. 

l'OW.ESUIKK COUNTY . 

.JIV 8. W. UEATB. 

Tl,e eduoat1onal lnterMt In Poweob!elc county is on the advsnoe. nu, 
gen,ra.J tmpres•lon of the people la that more work and bett<,r resulta ba,.. 
been acoompllahed during the year jll8t p....,d tbao any p~ng 1..,. 
We could oot ~k for a more hearty co-operation than we have n,oel,1111 
from olllcers, tsatbers and patrons. We have called special attention in our 
visits tn thOBe subjects or the moat practice! lmportanoe to the pupll lo 
every-day ure. \Ve ca.rrled with •• a set or l:aggy'a Allatomtcal Chart,, 
from which we gave a talk, showl■g u,e effects of •ttmulaota; AlM> a 80101 
crayon oketchee sbowlug the eff:ecta of tobaooo by repl'Mentlng ch.....,tan 
ruined by its use; a set of maps showing tbe geography trom the acbooi• 
room IO the State. With theo& charts we etirred up quite an lnte<Mt. 

The normal lnatltul;i of U!S6 enrolled 229: the largest enroUment ,,.., 
made in Ibo county. lt waa considered one or the moat anceeaarw llffoJom 
••or held In the county. 1'be Stele couree o! study was foUowed with 1 

few mod1JlcaUon& JJoolt-keep!ng waa aubstltut.ed ror algebra, and •ocal 
mus!o wu added to the course. 1'hlrty•fi•e teachers completed the oourR 
anti received diplomas. 

1'be l!Cbool-houae& are or the common style Heated by a etove near th, 
center or the room and ventilated by towering the windows. 'I he light 11 
usually admitted only at the aides. then, being no window• at lh• eodl. 
There are lour high !!Choo! building• lo the county, au built on mndtra 
plaot, wilh all the latut Improvements. Iowa Qollege, located at Grtnn,.11, 
oomprlao tonr large buildings recenUy built and equipped with all moden, 
lmprovemeoi., lhua matlog one of the best collegeo In the St.ate. A nlllD
bt>r or new ho~ WIii be built in the co11Dty tbla year, and several n,uwd
•led. 

The leocilh ot ~ llSt yearwaS7.~ mouths; percent or ~hers, males.2:1; 
average "'ages,U!l.78: perc1mtof teacher., females, 77; average wsges,13(1.10. 
The common braochoa bne beeo gt,en special attention, and lo add!Uoc 
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14 lbose drilla have been required ""d glveu on lhe rolluwlng mbjeets: 
»a.,..., uarcolica. diacritics, music, drawing. local geography, local hi•• 

1011, c,1nl g0vtrnmenl, objects and letter writing. 
Tbers bal t,een a rea.,~nable compliauce "ith tbe law regardlog stlmu

lanll and Q&l'OOIJCS. 
n,, gmtest ueed In our rural ocbools is plenty of good blackbollrd au,t a 

.. pp1, ol apparatus. Effort• will be put forth the comlog year to work up 
th• supplies. 

.I. plan or scbool e1hibit bas been lntrodue<><I into lhe achool• which bas 
pro<en 11u=••· It conslats of cardo, post.al card olze, ou which the pupil 
.,.1 m" a map or any d1vlalon from the district to the State, or any kind 
ot IIChool work may be placed on these cards. 

RINGGOLD COUNTY. 

lJY T • .B. DODO JS. 

~ eduoatlonal work In Ringgold county Is in a prosperollll condition. 

NORIUL INBTITUTE5. 

Orp.nil:Ald in 1873. Tbe object is to arouee the people lo each district In 
Lb• oounty-get them lntereated i.n the ocbools. The boy• and girl• who at,. 
ttnd normal inetltntes from the country scboolo. become the befit workers 
in Lbs dl.9trlct 11<:hools. Normal expense, of the teacher should be paid by 
11,e ocbool dl.9lr1ets. 

SCHOOL-llOUs_..,, 

Ar• all frame buildinge except \be Ml. Ayr Illgb l:!cbool. They an, fairly 
1,gbtad aud heated. Yeolilatloo fair. The moat of the l!Cbool-hou ... are 
well ,eated and comrortable. 

OROUNDS. 

Ani lo ll'OOd condition. Out..housea poor. 1-'ences In poor condition. 
Ouly about oo&-balr of the diatrlcts take any pride In their 1cllool-boue,e. 

SCIIOOL8. 

IAogtb or term, •ix to nine months. Teache'"' salariea, S20 to $-10 per 
":""th. AU htaocbea taught that the law require&, and In addition, alao, 
&:pbra, rhetoric, Lalin, geometry, botany, oatural blatory. 

'!'lie people take more pride In their schools than ever before. 
~2 
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SAO OOUNTY. 

UT CL.-\UENCS JIMSJm. 

Our normal ln•tltuu at preaent,. organized Into three dlvhlons. 0"11l( 

to ftftJu•ot chanl!M and aearclty or teaehera, we have not been abl• to carry 
out 1uCCN•fully a ro11r•7oara' graded work, but hope to accompllab that i. 
Ille future. 

We give our t.eacb•n eta .. •drill, not lectures, requiring the teache111t 
mnke regula, recltatlona from the outlined work, paying eapeel&l atten1,,,. 
to method! ur p,....ntlnR topics to cl•••es, 83 well .. genenl eebool -. 
aiiemeut. 

Our ecnool-bouaes are in fair condition. A• to ventilation, most 1-b,:i 
are compelled to reeort w lowering window•. Tbe achool-bou•es atf .,.. 
Rily warmed by co"1 owvea. The aeatll are comfortable, but we lack a•~ 
alent qmrntltf or blaoi.board room In many or our rural schools. 

The l(l!neml condition uf acbool ground• and out-houses ls good. Onlr • 
small peroeotage of t.be ,;round• are renood. Trees have generally boon !ti 
In the y'41'dt. but owing w a lack or moisture for the past year many ban 

died. 
Oor rural school• have an average of 7.6 months of school durlux u .. 

ye.ar. paying the teache.rt from $20 to $35 per month. 
The law with refenmce to hygleolc physiology bas, wltb few e,ceptlons, 

received prompt and cheerflll compliance. Most o! our popil• from tbt 
third rl!ader grade up, are uaiog text-bOOk•, and the lower grados - ,. 
oral lt11tructlon. 

SHt::LRY COUNTY. 

8\ C. I'. AWLPT, 

Shelby oouoty bas one hundred and sixty-three schools. T he educat oul 
lotemt.a here are certaloly much more thorougbl7 awakened every J"" 
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S<J,oO}boUlt' are gen•n,lly In a ralr coodltloo, and patron• or schools are ~l!I, •t>?P" to..,.. that they are properly •upplled willl map,. globe,, cbarui, 
bla(k·bo&rd• •• ....,,.,,, et.c The average oumber of months taught during 
tl'• ,...., ID thi• county Is elitbt months and a !racrlou. 

'I'll• ,.0rk of rnch•rs and pupils Is better and more practical Ibis year 
than rorm•rlJ, I n>l{llrd the condition or education to lb!• county as being 

1 
good t,as!s Schools of our county are making llOOd progn;oa. Att<ind• 

;, 11 belle<, aad tbe course of irtstructlon ls l>N:om!ng broader and more 
pi11Cl1cal, 000.,.1u•ntly pareutJ! are taklog more Interest In tbe culture o f 
u,,tr ehlldron. and more boy• and glrl8 read, writ.. and clpbor to.day tban 
fom>frly' for the --➔Oll that tbe prol(tfSS lo the &cbool• ha• been I.O meet 
u,ed!lllRDd and eocoarage students and teacbera to take a more acliH In• 
t,mt In 1.be!r work. 

T&ACRERk' NORMAL lN~TITUTB. 

lfe have adopud the coun,e of study ror the Institute of Shelby 0011 nty 
that -ne rrep&red by th• State Boanl or Education, w,tb such ch••~••"" 
,., dHtoed neeeesary to suit tbe want.a of the t.iMlhers or our county. The 
1116titote 18 diY!<led into four grades. During tile Institute or lb86 the Stal>l 
oouroe or 1tudy ""' po.nned, and seven teachers completed It and ,..,.,,ved 
Iii• l••tltute diplomas. 

.. ,\1 II the normal 1oot1tute so ls the county school," la a trite saying. 
w~ m tri tog in ~••rr -Y to make our lost.I tut.. a tralolog school, where 
u.e roung mfo aud women of our county who do not bave the meaoe to at
w,d • normal echnol may receive ouch Instruction a, wl!I best fit them to 
tnlD the mind• or our bo.ly• and girl• ror future usefulness. 

Our mPthoda. are vartou.81 and our t.eachers are preeentLIJg and usiug such 
...U,,,lt, as are 1,raellcal and ooot calculated to awaken Interest, aod cause 
pod and useful results. Auignmeot of leasous from text-boob, proptr 
tlaal6cal!on ot otndeut,. noitorrnlty or text-books on the various aubjecta 
taw~bt, are lboroughly discussed, and only such conclusions adopted as are 
incllcal and will meet tbo wants and needs or ~be schools. 

T!,e general features of tbe Institute conalst or drill• and methods, and 
lllf ho,. to teach and present the d11Tere~t anbJects. The opeclal teat urea 
ol Ibo in•t!tote wlll be the k;Joderga~n work. The prominenl feature or 
~,. rnauy of oor l01tltnt•• !1 to prep.re the teachert tor the Hnal examln•
tlon al lbe cl-. I think thia tendency to make of thP !nslltut~ • mere 
...,le.,lc 11<:hool ls an evil tbl\t should be reslated aod overcome. We mullt 
hlfeknt/tm' lnsmutes lo fac~ao well ao In name,dolng the leitlUmate work 
,,r t,a,b•rt; conventloos """"mbled to dlocu•• bow to Impart Instruction In , 
lbool•mentary branch .. , and bow to ol'l{allue and itovtm scbool8. l Uunk 
tb, lmJIOrt,mt and dlatlucuve work of the lnoUtute 18 to l!lve not more i.nowl· 
..,I<" or ILs oubJect.-matt..r or the common acbool atud!e1. but more \nowl• 
"1p or the principle,, or teachlog; more ltnowledgo of the establllhed math• 
odt of l111truct1on; more alrill In cla3o work; and more tact lo sebool mao
"l'~t; and more liberal v!ewe or education. 
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SC.:IIOOL· IIOl't!~"'i. 

The BChool-boose• of our couuLJ are generally con,lructed or fra.,. 
llrober. They are almost uuh ..-111111) frame bulllnga. I beliHe tbere la .i~ 
one .. toool•bulldlng In our county that "' ant rrame, and tliat Is • btitt 
building localed at Uarlao, onr county seat. Our school-liou,... an, h1111e4 
wllb cual. al moot unh•en1&lly ao, there being only one or two bouae. In U.. 
county where wood la used for fuel. Each school•houae has from 1001 lo 
ilx windows which afford plenty of Ugh\. Ventilation la ""8\ly llecured ~ 
lowering the windows from the top or by raising the lower window. n, 
echool•houses to this county are generally In a good comfortable ooodft1,o 
for tho besltb •nd convenience of the scbola111. The school-hou, .. are "11-
orally arranged so aa to accommodate all the district, as noorty .. CIII ba 
done. Each township, with few exoepUons, contains nine IM!hools, 1114 
tcllool•hoo1161 are generally armoged In order and number and ano locai.ci 
two miles apart. Conse<tuenlly all ohlhlren of proper school age lllld onlla
ary health bave convenient uecess to the schools of their respeeure lOCll

lllea. 

OR011NDS. 

The general condition of the ecbool grounds ln our county la JlllO<I, 
Sohool·h0UMl site& are generally selected with due regard to h•altb, be&llly 
and conv•nlence. The outbousea I ilnd to be uaually 10 a healthful UJ4 
generally convenient condit!on,although • little eloMr attention on the PIii 
of u,e president of eome of our school boards would be right and Pf'llllf, 
The aebool•bouaea with few exceptions are fenced, or at least partlJa 
They are usually fenced with boanl• Rod protected from tho lot.n,m, 
of stock or other trespMSers. [ do uot Hod mauy treea in the lldlool 
grounds, although I think that every echool ground shouJd be pl&nlal to 
troea that wUI glve shade, comfort and beauty to the life and light of ll<l>col. 

Shelby county baa one hundred and sixty-three schools. Neatly m,r 
dl1trlot baa nine month• school during the year. the average number ti 
mo:nth! taught being a fraction over eight. Our teachers' salaries ""'ll· 
moat Invariably thlrly•ilve and forty dollars per month for country llclioa!I. 
no dl!lorene<1 being made on accouut of sex. Our lady te&Chers 11tl lh• 
same wages that their brothers get,. 

Orthography, reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geography, Ua!t.4 
States blatory and physiology are generally taught in all the county IIObooll. 
Additional branehell are frequently addod In m•ny school•, ••d tho -.111'"1 
BCllools genon,Uy llave the higher braoebes. .Much altenl!on is belog gilll 
to leseens In civil government and vooal m .. ic. and ID many looaUUl!I ali" 
bra and bookkeeping are taught. Many or our t611Chlll1! teach civil govm· 
meat In connection with Uo!tod Stat.es blotory, aod they very pl-Ut 
outline the two branchoa Into one pleasant, important and u..,ful ~ 
wblob. I am glad to say, 18 doing mnnb to increase general koowled~ ol 
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and n11tlonal gnvMument In our common sohools. l'enm1Ul!blp 
IIOlll ~ W1 suCOll"'lruUy botb In tbe country and graded schools of our 
11 iallP l)raw!Dg is uegleeted to some extent, but more Interest Is being 
.,..,\.,,110 tba' direcl!on. Drawing was taught in lhe J) grade of our 
.,..,ireslO IJ5t year, and will be in two grades o f the coming iootitute. VO<l&l lliJll:,... taught in ail grades of the institute last year, aod lbo rudiments 
ai>fi "'"1 ., .. 1o are t,elog tanf(bt by uuwy le..chers In our country aud Yill&ge 

off i,. l'I\J'•iology and hygiene, wllll special reference to Lile effects or 
=,Uc ,umulaots &ud naroot,os upon !be bu man system, iJ! taught. I um 
"to"'"'• lo every B(!bool In the county. Hooks to meet the rtquirement., 
~ IIJO ..,.- aw b .. e t,eon adorted by all bo&rd.• ur dlrectol'!!, and the teeUog 
-~all clu,es of rN>ple Is to comply wltb the law. 

SlOl'.X COUN'l'l.'. 

W]ille the cond!llon or our ed ucaUon•l work lo not 11U that lo desirable, Y•l 
111iwork t., In &!good condition as cau rel\llOnably be expected. takinf( into 
<OCJlderalloo the tact that we are laboring under the disadvantage of being 
..,,1y o,wwlud and ha,•lng to bear the heavy expense or butldlng echool
hoc,os, tbos leaving us In a position where economy ts nece898ry, cons&
""1UJ our oupply o! apparaws, etc., Is limited. Notwlthataudu,g our 

lllld,ao~, our people are much Interested, and are pushing forward 
.ilh I det•rmlnallon to place the educational mterests Into the front rnuke. 
n. cumber of scbool8 ha8 been Increased from ninety to one hundred and 
t.c\r In the paat four yean,, and there has also been material Improvement 
• tho olasl or work doue. 
Theaooual tea.hers' lnatitute bas proven a very lmport.aot factor In our 

lllaaiUo!!AI eoonomy. Only ouch work 88 can be t&lr.en Into the r11blio 
cool room bJ every teacher of energy and reasonable ability, bas been pre
•lf<I ID lbe lnatllute. 

llutl of our eebool• bouses are roomy, well-constructed and comfortable. 
~It I• e1pealalty true or those built In tbe lbree or tour yean, Juel post. 
liOml>of ll1•" pioneer'' 9ChOOl•hon&e8 ran below our !deal or a scbool•bouse, 
b,t \bt.e are being rapidly replaced by b<,tter structures. With very few f: our oobool•bouaes are furnished with good, comfortable l!Chool 

°"' ecbool grounds have not recelv9d the attention due them. Only 
•hm 101<hers bne taken the matter In hand bave the grounds bc<ln placed 
111 creditable condition. Oar directors are•· too busy" to attend to tl!Me 
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tLJn,.. Bu~ re• ground.a an, ron""d ; ill fact, we flnd lt not PractlQI to 
renoe; tbi. beillg a prairie e.>untry the fences stop the 11t1ow aud the ICbOO( 
ground lx,comee a a.11ld snow dr!rt ln winter. 

In aom• localltlee trees have been planted, and are In a tbrlrty C<>u<lilloQ. 
\,ul our i-ple were never r .. u, aroulled to au active lnletf!at until lbJi 
ytA<, "Arb<>r Day" wna very ieneralJJ ob:,e,.Nl, and about two thofUOot 
1.r~ pl8n1Aod, teaebera, 11Cbolar., parents and directors au Laking au ICtln 
lntt1•l In tho matter. 

Out,bo~, •• a rule, are In fairly good condittoo, and COllll.ructtd"' 
good plane. There are, or coul'te, excepUons to this role. 

Tb• •••"'lie length or 1.erms tbe put year was •ll!bt monlba, aru1 1-
aven.g~ oalarle~ were, males, $39. 76, femalu, $33 2h per monlb. Tben 11 
no <ll.crlmioatlon between male an4 lemale teachers. &lanes are 11111d 
upou gra,1 .. ol c.,rtUlcate. This lnclud .. graded and ungraded ICbools. 

c 1,lly u,e olomentarf brancbea are t1111ghL. 
There are no bJgh school8. Some attention 18 given to special braneb,o 

aml hygienic pb)'llology baa been taught In all aeboole since tbe l&w l'fqo!r: 
log tt went Imo ~tt..,t. 

A gradNl course or study bas been Introduced and used, and tbe .....i11 
are blgbly eatioCa,tory. The edur•tloual work or the couuty, we b.ll•Yl.11 
In a healtby coodltiln, and with the united elrort.a ol au Olll cltl>elll, ww 
make rapid advancement. 

STOltY OOONTY. 

BY O. 0, I\CIB, 

NOR)tA t. INrrlTUTat&. 

Toe attend1U1ce al nur norm&J ln•tltute, and tbe interest t&k•n Ill Ila 
work, bave been 1\8dl1y iocreaalng trom Y""' to y81lJ". Tbe St.ate rTIIIW 
, oune Qt •tudy """clOIM'ly followed lo 181>7, with the very beot or resula.
nlne poreona c~ltably ftolllhlng the course, Teaebers who rouow a grad<,! 
c,,urae lulow Ulat they 11,n1 working toward 81lme d•0nlte eod; and \hit l)Oll

oelou••- adds much to tbe eJDctency or the normal aa an educel!OD.11 
ogenoy. ll'blle muoll aUentlon bas been given to methooa, tbe lmrnr\all" 
or ecbolarsblp hu never been lost slgM or. and conal4erable academic .-ort 
11 done, eep<!<:laUy during tbe ftrat ~wo years or tbe COW'MI. No teacher cu 
lntelUgently maat.er or succew'ully apply educational prlnclplee nul8"' b• 
flm pou...,. scbolanlblp. One noticeable feature of Iowa normall, d•.ll· 
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Ille ... t few yean, 18 the w-ge attendance-in lllllny C&llel t\Vlce as large 
Jngu,,,ouUretNCbinRlo~or the county. While ouch sttendaocemay be 
: pLir,loC to th• am1"tlou, supermt•ndeot, It Is orteo detnmentlll 10 

lb#.., bf'>\ illlA!'""ta ol th°"" for whose beneHt the normal lnBUtute was _,..i. namely, tbe "teachers and those who may desire 10 teach." The 
,_1 &bat ,uch losUtuteo partake more ur th& ch&raeter or grammar schools 
Ill.Ill ICl!<>Oi. ol method!, keep many teachers from atteodlng them. 

la tbll M1nectloo it may not be out or place to suggMt, tbat peraous who 
.,.,.., Cl1!dltabb wmpleted tbe normal institute course be given due cN!d!t 
for ,.0rt done. when p~oUng tbemoelve., u candidates for State certlft• 
,.,., bofon, u,a State board of examiners. 

SCIJOOL·ll0USJ!8. 

,It w !.heir ir<neral coodltloo, Ute school-houses of our couoty may be 
tJawfl!'d u folio,..: Seventy•slx per cent good; seventeen per cent fair; 
.,.i ,effll per cent poor. The buildings enicted during the last low years 
II&•• t>.en well con•trocted, cooveoleol, aud comfort.Able; yet comparatlvoly 
111t1, atteoUon hM been given to the be•t methods of healln11 and ventll· 
a\!l:lf. Some iteneral plan of llgbtlug, beating and ventilating should be 
,.t..,,tt,.1 br U1e department ol public lnatructlon to the achool olHcers or 
th• ~t•te. t.:nUI thla la done, tbere wlll be but little re!orm In this dlreo
ti<111 

01\0\J~DS. 

With a few exception•. our county t1Chool-bousea are localed ln tbe geo
JIIVhtcal ccot,er ol the district, and nearly all dlstrlcte consist or four see
n,..,. ol land. 1'he appearance or lbe groonds ls not &!ways tbe best, many 
bfh>J .-;thout fence, a.ud as a cooveq11eoce tbs tr"'l• once pl&nted b.ve been 
d,,lrOJ!'d. Arbor Day was duly observed lo many of our dlot.rtcta, IU!d 
... ,rar buodn>d trees were planted on tbat day. 

SCUOOU!. 

Th• average length or term during lhe 1wt year has beoo a trlfte over 
l!ffil months. The aalarle• or teacher• have remained unchanged duriog 
U.• )etr. OIC<'pt lo two or tbree dllJtricts where the ht.rd tlm•s ha•e efrectoo 
• 1111,gbt red11ctlon. During the past two years we havegh·eu e1>eelal at.
t'1lttoo to tbe better teaching of n'lding, langua/11! and droU'lng, and 11,n1 

lt,hly graUded wltb tlte succeas or our efforts. '.l'bere bas beeo,. gooeral 
"'"'Plian<• with tbe law requiring tbe t.eacblng of pbyalology sud hygiene 
•Ith •J1E<:1al rel'ettnce to the eJTect o r alcoholic drlokl, ete., UPOn the 
h11>111 •l"t<>m, w our l!Cbools. What ha.s been laeklng to tbe w&y ol •~ 
dGc d1rer11ooa from board.• or directors aa to bow tbia work should be coo• 
dllClfd, hu be<,n 1upplled by the faltbfulo088 wJtb wblcb our teachers have 
•ppU,,i Lhem>elvee 10 the task of carrying out the law In letter and aplrlt. 

1• oonclllllon IL &frorda oa pleBSllle to be able to report that the cau"8 or 
ed,c.uoo Is •te.dlly advanclog lo our county. Tbe oommon school, eus-
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Wned u it la by an Intelligent and appreciative public owLlment, la ,..,11 
growing in power. Tbe lowa Agric,ultural Oolleg&, and the lwo moot tx-c,l, 
Jent b!gb .. lioole at Ne~ and Amea are dolog much lo Lbe way of'"'· 
nlahlng doalrable recru1i.. ror tbe ranu ot our prore11Sloo. Too high •• 
oallmat.e c&llDOl b& pl&CM upon tbe farther loOueoce or theee loatltutio!ll 
in dlrtctlng the tbouaht or our people toward the detirablllty and value 01 
Wgber edue&lloo. 

No Utlle rrtdlt I• due our ecbool officers ror the promptneaa ,.-Jtb WbJcb 
nearly all make their report.I to tbla office. The gNal need or our ac,i,,,.,i 
11stem 11 beLt,,r organJullon With lbls acoompllsllmenL, oar P"""'1I 
supervlalou may be doubled In efficiency. '!be president• or lhe dlt!,rent 
achoo! boar<IJ abould rorm a county board or education. 'l'hla bclard alwuld 
have power to adopt oou~ or study, and to make rul .. and reguJau0111 
gvr•ming the achnols or tbe co11Dty; they might alao be glveu tn• Po- to 
adopt text,booka. Sucb board need not m .. t orl<!uer than twice a rear,and 
need l>tl or uo expense to lbe tax-payera. Will not our next L(>glelature do 
aomelhln)f rn tl1l1 dlrectionY 

TAMA COUN'rY. 

uv w. o. ruumv. 

To Indicate the prngrt"8 or edncallon lo the laal ten years the foUowiJol 
data coualstlng of utrarto from tbe annual reports ot county 1uperlo~d
eol.a ror t11e year ending October ~I, 1!178, and O<:tober ~I, 1868, n,opecthely, 
It tubmltled: 

co•o1T10> or •ntNU.TlOlf. I 
R::,.:t ,~ rn: ~tr:'-==~=::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: HI! ffl .. . ------Tola.I numti.r or depia.rtrrm,u In Lbakboot.l .•. ................. ... ... 
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TZAC'n&a.s' NOftllAL INSTITUTZ:, 

'!'Ill<! t .. btto a j?I"Mt advancement made In th~ lo•lltuto slnoo Ila orpn
t.a!IOD, bOlh lo atteudan08 and methods of in•tructlon. The institute 

0
,.,u.o,,ot In !6'14 was 170. In tbe slx year1 followtng lbo !falD por cent 

- but 61, For lbe six year1 ending with the s""8lon of 1886 the gain per 
..,,, ID attl.lldance waa 107, the enrollment renoblng S6t. To our )fraded 
..,.,.. or 1tudy do we ascribe much or lbe success that bas atl<!nded on our 
losmute work ID the past sir )'e&l'!I. The course or study provldea ror tb~ 
,art' •ork. the completion or which entitles to graduation. Tboae com
pitting the "ork In tbe s«'Ond year or who bold Onit-clall,'I certlflcatu and 
blftottendtJ thn,e or mol'fl "'8Slons or a couoty ln•tltute are admitted to 
u,o tblrd year'• work. 

TbOIO oompletlnlf lbe wort In tbe nnit year or who bave had an erperl, 
"""'oroneyearor more In teACblng and have attended one or more-• 
,!alls or a C()unty Institute, or who have diplomas of graduaUon rrom blgb 
ocboOl• or the )fraded •ountry acbools are admitted to the work In the Ber· 

1111d year. All other1 are clasalOed In the Orat year. Oandldatea ror promo
lion to a blibor grade or year, are required In the Onit grade to have 8 
tt<dit or eighty per cent lo the work or that year. ln the lleCOud grade a 
er«llto! olnety per cent and In the thlrtl grade to entitle to graduation a 
crtdlt or ninety-two per cent. Special etudiM &re provided ror those wb 
bTO 8nl•bed lbe three yeara' counie and wbo eUII desire to be PreMlnt a: 
Lbe hut!lHte. Al the close or tbe Institute thoS& tn 11ttendaoce every day 
ol th• ....ion and wbo taught during the pa.,t year in the lK'hoois of the 
OOlln\y, "ho prnmptly fumlobed to the county •uperlntendent all reilO la 
called for, and who Oled in his office sp,clmene of their puplla' l!<:hnol w:rl< 
aai ti.,·e tbeir oerllOcatea dupllcat~ In all branches not below elgbly-6Ye 
p,r omiL TbOl6 wbu enroll In the Institute and have completed or do com
pl<le d~rtng lb• .... ion tbe work of the third grade, mny at the olo11e nr 
the-100, b•v• tb•Ir oertlOcate,, dupllcal,od for one year. 

Te"'.'bm from other counties noL bavlog diplomas of graduation from 
Olber uatllulea, a011 !M'n!Ons wbo have heretofore Called in eraminatlons In 
lblt wunty ara requlrl'<I to write Lbe mu ex&mloatlon. };acb 1~.,. rre lbe 
ei-01 tht ,Ptlnx ..,h,>0ls an outline of the wurk to be puraued In the ln• 
,,11,.t• i. tent to each teacher. Wblle In 11•neral the character or these 
OUllln•• i. Ule l&Ille year by year, still through observation or tbe plan or 
wort P•r>u,d by the teaeheu in thelrreapeotlvel!<:bool1 many modlfkatlon, 
"• llltdo, and ln the lutlltute ,)freat care la exercleed io preunllng tor 
Uuil co,n•id•ra\lon, aod 11 .. 1og the lnstTucllou lnolude those reature1 ot the 
~•work that oeem to have betn neglected In tbe ll<:bool room. rt 11 
t,, J,._.•ble >n au lnalltute or two, three or rour ,.. .. ks' duration to Imi,a, 1 
_,.., 

10 att,,odance thu<!At tbe knowledge that will oecure to them th• 
hi:! to leach, J•t to a oon•lderable extent lnatruoUon that wtll aid to per-
1 u '6cbola.l.lr knowledge or tbe common branches aa must be rurnlihed ;:,::•1 tbera be who att,,od those annual ll<:bOOI• ror the teacber1 wb°"~ 
~ or lbe simplest prioclplea le very defective. With rew excep, 
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uon■ tbooe upectlna to teach in the country attend the lnatlLut.. bud, 1 
oUlllbor or ln~tructora It employed aa 'll'i11 permit -h ooe lo doot, Ma 
ti..,. a,,4 alt<eDtiOD to oot a,0re than t"o IIDet ot wort Nolbu,g h■a dollt 
IO mud> In Tama cuant7 to a4...,.. lbe causeol educatlon aa tl,e 1ac1,n 
onr111al ln■Utut.. &lld educatlooal m~Uop which are of ~eot OCCIJ. 

reoce tlurinR th• year. 

lb~ rural ■cbool-ho..- an, wllb lour exceptlo ... lraioe 1tn1rtorM, u.,,,, 
u~1••t<I bring In oo• 1b•t&nce • brl<k hou:,e, U,e th~ ol.bor ~ 
atone alru.-ture&. In R•"~"'I the ho•-ue w•ll built; manr ot th..,. bt!oa 
ablplawfd and uack-l'la•terfd, In addition to being weather-b0ar4e,I. n. 
u,t,,.riora a"' w,ually ••II plute-rtd and dnlabed with "&lntc:0t101 lrom boo, 
ol ,.,udo" l., lb• ft ,or, A goodly number an, provided with , Ii~ i, 
.. ato:m n>0t1.11 '' wtlb •o _,l or aoul11 ent~- .S•rly an are f11ru~ 
,.,u, comf<>rt.able aud oon•onleot eomblnallon wood and lrou -II lod 
d01k• Th• more rKf•nUy •.-ected or re-modeled etructuree being 11rovld!d 
with 11111le ••at• and excellent slate block-boards. The mlerlor wood won 
It uau•llY u,11l7 painted and lo 10me lnataoCN baod1um•ly graintd. lloob 
!or bill• an~ ,mp■, aoJ ab<!h• for lunch baaktll aod apparat111 ar■ 1.,. .. 
in .. .,,. 1Cbool-bo111• Tl,e room■ are he11~ with r,w ex.,..ptlona bi ....., 
or toll ooal ato•••• 1111,ou,tb tu llmbt'red dl&trlct1 wood 11 ,om,t,mN Rb-
1tlt11l•d, and lo a few lu111wce1 hard cool. The tendency Is lo dl•1-,n,olth 
th• b<,rlM>Dlal at"'l<:h of atove plpa ex~ndlDR n,er lbe pupil■' h.aJ,. U11 
IDot..aJ lo ba•• tht chimney IO ,1tuated as to permit or c:ommll.ll!Cllloo 
lbo•••llb bJ m.,.u■ uf a ,·ertlcal atret.cb of pipe. 

'l'h~ room• are llghtf'CI l,y window• on eltber aid .. uaually three on a Ilda 
In w•u•r•I t~• ll111ttlu)( 11 good; Lot tho provision• for ventilation In l!Wlf 

of th• <>Ider atruclurt• are •orJ lndlD'erent. Little thought attm■ to baTt 
bttu "~"~ lo arnnl{IDK for the Introduction of r...,.b air, ao that U. 
boaltb llf the oecupanll mlibt not ouffer from upoeure to 1LlvnK d,aai;M,. 

Ol\(U1lU>8, 

t:on•ld,rable care h111 been obatrve.l In lbe aelectloo o r acltool 111& la 
m, .. t lu■Lall- lb<! b•Kt.- are plMAOtly eltualAld, OD •ell dralotd CTOUdl 
U•ul'1IJ aulllcwnt -• baa not been ob■en'td In the aeloc,tk>o or ~ 
,,,_. !or lbe out bou-- Tbey are ~n•rallr ..Wble from any ~t of l!it 
lf'utlnd• In not a f•" ln1tance1 • partition only ■eparate-a th• cl,,ept 4P 
1lgr, .. 1 for tM u•• or one M'X froru Uiatde.lgnl'<I for the other. In th• 1» 

JorltJ uf c.-. bowt\,r, .. parate b11ll,ltn~• are pron,ted, but altuat,,d lllllB 
,_,..r to .. b olb<r th•• o.,._ily r"'l•I...,. or a pr.•~• ffll!l'rd !Of prln<J 
wlll aJmll of. :s ... t 1,oard 1.., .. u k rule eoclOM' the gnnmrl•. W1lb tllllll 
or jCiltN aL the tulrant.'lfla TbeN'I are a few a:h1>0l ground.a tbouih tbll lff 

n<>I ,uul0ted, are r,~~td and delkllat.o and a dl•K=• to the t<lmmunltl!> 
Utal ~mil them lo rtmaln In their p.-nt dilapidated coodltl~n. lun1 

of lb• Jn>uaJa ~l • moel pl-Ing ap.-,aoet; bavlnl! ,r..,1 ..,.., 
beau\llul lf<I'• and In the lllmm,r lime ftll ttpt beds or 11,,,..n. 

•rrKRLYfJ;',l)llt'(T OP PUBLIC IXSTl!l'CTIO'(. 179 

ne cllJ oebool dlo~eta or Tama, Toledo, Trau, GIAdbroot and Montour 
.... _..,0<110111 bnck acbool-bou-; lbe city IDderendtnt of Dyaart bu 
• ,nil b,lllt trame acbool-bou... Tb119e buildings ,...,.. all plaoned wtlb a 
new 1,0 Ulf proper hghMK and veotllat1on ot the ditre...,nt roo1111, aod are 
,rry aro411Abte to the dl&lrict■ lo ,..blcb localed. All are provided W'llb 
f#- ~t-boolnl•. are ..-,11--~. are ■upplled ..-Ith mapa and chart■, good 
MblVlM a11d • fair amount of acientlOo appaMltns ror the higher depart
....,11. In p:,,nt or areblta:ture and all moJern C<Jnveulen°"" the city dl.
lrlcl ot Toi""" bu one of the ftoetl achool bnlldin,118 In <t'Dlr&I I~..-.. It la 

:..i IIIN~ul b7 ■team; and. while a model or ■) mmetry. I• yet .., 
om,UQttetl at 14 permit or the proper bMllng and v.ntUatlon or every 
rocm. 
n,, city dlatrlct of Tama employs nlu~ lnchen; lhat ot ToleJo. •l,11hl; 

Trae<,-tn, <,ladbroot. tour; Moowur. four; and Dyaart, tour. 

8CUOOL9. 

Tb• mlot111u111 oalary !'l'ld rural teocbera la $26 per month. The maJorll 
,r ltl<ll,n tt<'flvo as bl~b u 130; many $:\~. and the ma.lmum aalao pal! 
Ii S,Sll. lo <llatrlcl l-,'"11blp1 • dltrerenco of from$!~ to $3.00 la maJa lo 
btor ot ~ lwldlor ftrtl-ellb eerllOcat•. To be entitled to a Bnt
C:W c,,rtJJ!cate a tncber mu,t have taught tb= ~rm, and In examination 
:; a ...,.,.1 •••"'R'I or PO per ctnt, with no one branch lower tbnn &O per 

no braocliea of 1tud1 purtued are 11•n•rall1 tho .. pN-.<'rlbed by la"; al
,b ill aomo of Ibo rural ■chnola ~bra, philosophy, genuaJ blolo 

... bgllsh literature are ta111ht. '"' 
Wtwe 11,,.. bl1h,r brancl1es are Introduced the t..a•hefl usually re,. 

"1•e • 1tt1tn compenoattou for their labora. llyglenlo pbyalolOjty 111 com
plian,e w,tb tit• late leglslalh• enactment, 11 taught In e,ery achoo! In tbe 
eo:nity, ctr aoJ rural. It rN•• LOlert"atloi to the puplla. aad meet■ wllb 
lllt 11p9robatlt<1 or patro111 ll•Mrally. 

Vocal 
11 

mUllc 11 not taught u a braneb lo •lther city or niral 0<:boolo ,.:!"· h•t•••r, Is a feature or tlte programme In nearly every ochool In th; 
~ n,tn1¢lwn In voeal mualc wu one or the featuru of the normal 

lhla J.,, Ind It 1,rovfd a very lnl•rwtlnr oue. 
Qly dln,:ton l'Af lh•tr 18th ..... folio-■: 
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A diploma or llfaduaUoo trom tbe ~00l1 or Tama, Toledo or Tra,r, 111. 
mltl \Ile boldff to the t""bman ci-lo the Slate L'olvenlty. Iowa ('ollq. 
CorMII Colle«e ud Wsttm Coll-

ID eoncJullluo, Tbooe who i-11 ID the oublle achooll do ool, u • ni:._ 

n,cetve the pror11t•looal lralolog, nor po11e.1 the Kholaatlc lwowlN!p
l'M&ry to make them muter, of lbe acltoce. nor adepte In the art or lead> 
1011• Too many under the preaeot aylltem of llc:enalog teacbe" aru 1,lmlttod 
to the teach•"'· raou who ha,e r-h•d no lo1t1 uctloo but that obtatn<d II 
u,0 coootry :,.-1-1, 1Dd wbo bave D .. or ~lveo the prlociplet ot ~ • 
tLougbt. 

Tbe county acboot is overburdened. It la cro,.ded with )ODDI men &od 
women who 1hould ,pend a )tllr or two In 10me 11ood acbool ere tblnktniror 
applying fur• !lceo•• to t,,ach. It Is beyond the reeourcea or the rouuty In• 
nltote to properly Ot tbeoe yuuo11 people ror the l<'acher', work , 

We oeod more proftMlouat achooll lUld a 1latulor-,, prorlololl roqulrtcf 
that 1,, be tl1111blo tor a llttD&e to t'8Cb, l11t10 must ba,·o bttu aD 1t1.ad
aoQO or Dot 1-tbaD one , .. rat one or th..., tucbtn1' .,bo.>11. 11 ,roi:Jj 

h .. • the t.tr•d or eltmlna1101 trow our public ..chootr, that cl'"'" or ludm,I, 
ual• who t.ach merely tor the 11urpo.., or mnklog a few dol1111 1n wb\ 
they cooaldtr a mon, g,nte~I war than by manual labor. 

l ' .NION t:OUNTY. 

\\ e are 1.r71u~ to do all"" can to adftDCe the tducatloDal 1nw-uoroa 
county. l)urlog the put 1prlur we have 01gaolttd a county t-ben' -
clatlon. 
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oar-oty oormal 105tllute bfcln• July ~lb; oontinn"' thl'ff ,....,kl, We 
.. .,. ,dopud tht irradfd COON! of fnur )tllrll' work. We are trylnR to In• 
•oce tMChtn to 1.&k• a higher st.Audard lo tbtlr prepar111!00 and ,obool 
w,rk. w, t,a,·• M printed work out for tbl• aummer, but our ohj,ct la to 
pn 1.,. t,rot metb,•I• •• can 11'!1· 

W'• • .., tbt e,mmoo woodf'll bnlld1nit, iD tho conotTT. ),(QOt of our 
tc!,oOl·boateo are wtll batlt, and h,..ted by sto,·eoi- wood or coal. Our city 
od,ool·b00511t are part brick Wt have 6Ye brick bulldmg1, ,.,11 llgbled 
aod frotUak,1-thal IS, aa w•II as It CAD be d OM wl1h wtndowa- and &ll 
Ila•• sood -t•. Our city acbool• are comfortably arranged but the coun
t:J .....i,o.,t. ..,_ Ml, at 10&.'lt not all or them, and bO\O but very UlUe 000· 
~ about them • 
o_..i colld1llon or tbo llf'lunds fair. Out,bo..- many or them Ln a 

ll!lrlb!• condluon: no privacy about them. Feucea ore nearly all lfi)Od. 
11101 or the dlstricll have planted 1,- wblcb 01'1! grC>WlDII' ul°"ly, but .-are dead. 

Time of acbiJOI, Crom six to ten months. Salarltt lo our country ,obooll, 
,-~ t.o 134 per mool.h; lo tbe craded 8Cboola, trom $30 t.o sec>. priocl• 
pola and RpertDWldeota, trom MOO I.O ••.ooo per ,-. 

w, 11a .. no v.-1 mltlic taught., only as ao opeulog exerclae. 
Oa I.be .. bole"" teem I.O be Improving, and we are gradually r11l1lo1 the 

otandanl, 

VAN UUREN OOUNTY. 

BY JOUN U. L.l.XDU. 

le oompllan<:OI with your ffijueat, l t.ranamlt the followlog report or I.he 
rllool! ot V&n Buren OOUDty, Permit me I.O aay that tbla report m111t 
-,Uy be t,,mo" bat uueatlaCactory, owing to the tact that l wu ap
,ollltfd eoUDty ■Uf"'rinteudeot at th~ ~ginning or thla year, and u I wu 
~PIii or the acLoola here I •t.o eupged lo my 1nd1vld11al acllo<•I unUI 
~ - tloeed, wbkli waa about the middle or Hay. For tbll -•on I am 
DOI Well prepare.I to give In del&ll ouch a report u I ,.,..,Id wlah t.o aeod 
Int,, 7our dopartment. 

CONOIT10!"f AND PROOllEU. 

'1"be CIODd,tlou of the acboola lo thla county 11 001 llatterlng, allh<,uih I 
Wok uar lCboota are a vt,ry !air aver11119 with l.booe or tbe adjololDI oouD• 
U.. Thtte baa bMo llttle 1uha1&otlal progresa or late yean, although ,re 
\ate aome IIOOd tet.cben,. But we have too many pOOr ooee, wltbou~ •irpe, 
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rienoo and poorly quallfted, Ooe reason for I.bis lo that we &r6 ao Sllu&t.,j 

that our t-bera cannot bave lbe advautage1 o! blgber education Wilho<-
golng off to 10me college, aod tbl1 only a row do; and those who b&•e dont 
80 Ood better employment 10mewbere else. If we bad a good acad,1111, 00 
the normal plan, lo tula county, It would be well attended, aod would bo 1 
wonderllll •ux!Uary lo building up better 9Chools. Al It Is, tho large.,._ 
Jority o! our teacher• have only a common achoo! education, and too i,.. 
queoU1 It la ,ery common. and achoo! bo•rda do not sofllciently dllCl'lnuJ,. 
nLo bet .. een ,,..,hen holding llnt-RradO cerUOc&ta and tbOINl bold.log third 
grades. Our normal Institutes bavo done great good, but I.be term la too 
1bort to prepare pupils !or 1eacbero. 

NORMAL JNSTlTUTBS. 

Our norm&! rnotlt-ute wu organized 1000 after the law ,alabllsblog tbtm 
bad been pa ... d. and wo have bold one session aonuolly In the month r 
August. Tbo comlog ""8aloo wUI be the fourteenth for this county. ~l'J• 

lilly we hold a threo-weelu' term. Thue lnolltut.es ar~ well att..nded, anti 
mnch good Is done. 

Our principal aim bas been to give our te8'lhers aeademlcal lnotruotl011, 
aandwlcbed each day with 110 entertaining bour un the subject o! lheolJ' or 
te8'lbtog. \Ve have 1W inatllule library of text-book& on tile eomm,a 
branch .. and civil government, ranging from eevenly-flve to ono bundtt,I 
and Ofty cople• on each branch. Theae are furnished to the wembonof 
tho lnsutule rr.e of charge while attending the losUtute, &11d are u,..i Ii 

tat-books In class work. Tbe lnamute Is divided Into lbNMI Artd,s, ri~: 
A, Band C. Tho A'• bold ftrat-class O<!rtlticatea; B's second class,••~ C, 
third cl ... , It any. Tl1e B and C d1vtalons pursue tbe common brand!!< 
Tbe A dlvtalon !bis year will take up algebra, tlterature, and llewlll'• Ped· 
agogy. All the dlvl•lon• wlll be ioatrucLod lo hygiene and phyalology ID 
eompllaoco with the new 9Cbool law. 

ISC'Il00L-Il0U8K8. 

Tho acbool-bou- of 11111 county are generally n .. t., well aeated a11dcow• 
rortoblo, Ventilation 11 u ""ll secured ao c&o well be by means of Windon 
Wlt.b thl~ mode of ventl!atlcn the purity o! the alr In the 8Chool-room 4'
pende largely upon the walcbfulneas and tact or the le8'lber. Our bn..,. 
are well Ugble<I and uaually well •oppUed with blackboarda. What I ha" 
""Id of ecbool-bou••• applles eapeci&!Jy to tbooe tbat bave been conslru<lfd 
wiU1in the IB8L ten or twelve yean,, We have aowe very poor bou .. , , i... 
old log bou... BuL It 11 only a matter of time when tbeae will &II lie ,.. 
pl1ced wltb Ibo modem p.1luted frame. 

OROOND@. 

Al fM u I have oboerve<I the school ground,, are genenlly ••'1 TIii 
fenced, 111d shade t,- receive conelderable attention. The out..hou.., Ill 
generally a Oltby null,anoo, conlamlJl&tlng not only to the nose and ere, but 
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~•a to tbe moral 11ensiblllties of the young, who must gus 01>00 tbe 
_., 1anguago and pictures dally that d.Ole the walls and O .>Ora of these 
,_b pens, Ju my opinion there 18 not a feature of the public schools \bat 
aiOO lorredreSS more persistently and with greater moriL than doea this. 
II ll<llhl to be rpgulated by law. 

EC800LS 

Tb< 1e,,gU, of onr school t~rm does not vary much, but •land• close to an 
.. ,...,. or "'"n mouths. Teachers' aalarl.a lluctuate somewhat Jo ISSO 
tl,,avl!f1.I• wag .. were, males, $30.98; femal .. , $l!3.69. In IM!i they w,re, 
..., ~• OS; temal••• 126 r7. Tbis year the report shows a slight decrea,o 
fl'O!II wt year. mal\'8, SU.46; femal .. , $26.60. 

Tbe common ecbool branches. thank! to the normal Institute, are g¥nM• 

allr all being taught, and not merely arithmetlc to the excluelon of the 
albtr braocb,a The poorest work 11 done In reodlng and grammar. Pen• 
m&IWIIP I• fairly taught. Drawing and vocal must, ArUoarcely attempted. 
tbm ,eem1 to be a general deaire to conform to U1e requirement.a of the 

••• 1CbO<ll law regarding lnatr-ucLlon in bygeloe aud phyalol0gy, etc. 1'here 
1,a1 bePn aome miaunderstandlog as to what would be a compllaooo. Some 
bolrd!ba•e LllougM ao teachera were noL requtred to pau examlu•lion 
,ot!e tbll bead until alter J uly, 1867, that boards we.re not required to act 
anW that time. Such mistakes bave been corrected rrom thia office .,.hen 
/Olllld to e1Jst. So far 1 have not heard ot a board re!ual.og to acl In com• 
J'li.lDCt! when they rightly understood the matter, nor have I beard any com
plalnl from boanla or teachen In regard to tha matter. We claim Lo be a 
Joyal oommnolty, aod hence the law wUI be enforced without any aorloua 
l'llllPlaiDt, 

1 bore already made my report quit<i lengthy; therefore I will forbear 
lllklng auy "generol remarks and suggealiona" untll I have had 10me ex
i,cteoce In the dutlet of thla omoo. 

WAPELLO COUNTY. 

6-Y W. A. ll'INTlRE. 

Tbocondltlou of the 9Cbools and achoo! lnLoreeta In Wapello connty Is 
•"1&lnly very eocouragtn«. Each •nccee(llng year furnishes a bettor el ... 
111 -en than the preceding one. .Each succeeding acltool omcer seem• 
10 be betterquallfted tor hl.o duLlea and to take more Interest In the 11!'.lln 
of ICboola lban bis predeceaaor. l think this Is all due to the education ol 
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lhe •bole people. The school !ntereats dtmand better ocbool ollleen. 1114 
beller 1upervlaloo tblul formerly. 

The beat t...cbtra lo the 00unty &tll lo demand, atll 110ugbt !or by IICbooi 
boards. The b,.t cllluo, now b&ve lot.treat enougb In tbe 1eboo11 to 
aerve u membe11 or ocbool board• aod 1eboul officers. .\a• re,iult or thlo 
It l1 the rule now and not lbo ••ceptioo to receive oorreel rtport, '""' 
ochool .eetlltarlea and tre..,,uren,. I have had no difficulty in furnlahJnf 
the Slatt drpartmenl accurate re1>0rta for the pa,;t five yean. 

A te• ye,irs .go children lo the country l!Cboola sele.,ted their o..,, •llkl
lH at ple .. uro. There wu no S)Blem or unlrormlly In the achoo!•. ~• 
many dllfereut teaebt'rs ,me ernplosed In the school district•• tbue..,. 
wrm• of act ool during 1he year. It Is now the custom to employ t,,aer,.,. 
tor the .. bool year. In 18>\'l a oourse ot study wu lntrodu- and throun 
the earneot e!Torts or the best teacben w .. adopted by nearly evtry "boOI 
board lo the oouoty In less than a year. rt outlined tbo work !or er.ch 
l(fade and oontalned auggostlo111 t.o young teachers bow t.o uae It. 

By the united elrorta or teachers and 1upertoteudeot the school■ ,..,, 
pracllcallr graded and clasel8Ad. In 1 ... than two years. To Mllat lo._. 
tog unllormlly or work !lats or queotlons oo esaminatlon for each grade bl 
the acbool are prepared aud sent to each school from this office. Enmtna
tlou day• are appointed by the auperlnteodent, all the rural arb00ll In Ula 
oounty laklog the esawtnallon the same days. 

"l'be uamlnallon manuscrlpta rrom each school ars sent to the county••· 
pertnt.eudeot's office. Thia Induces children to take the course of ltlldf 
prtaerlbed that the, may be able to compare favorably with other puplll Ill 
the eumlnoltoo, and that their achoo! may compare favorably with otbor 
aehoolo lo the township and county. I tnow by obaervatlon that II wc.:b 
eJtct>llent results. 

TJUCD..&ll8' NORNA.L IN8TtTU't'E. 

We can hMIJy eoUmate ti•• Importance or a oyetematlc, well orpnlad, 
well cuuducled normal watllute. 1 think It la V.. Important educaUOOII 
!actor lo the lo"'* echool •y•Lem. To be aucceaarul a graded coune ot 
atudy muat be followed. The 8"me eystem and dl'lelplioe that lllUd • 
good ochool makea a good Institute. Io 1881 we rntroduced a {our yean' 
coum, or 1tudy lo our lwltllute very similar t.o that sent out by the SW, 
doPArtment.. '1'o cluslt, and grade 1.be lnetltute wu a diObult problem bl 
the btglnoiug, but we labored with It uoW It baa been solved sat1'!aclort!J, 
We have ooL •pactt lo give our ayotom In detail but results ■peak pWDIJ 
In lilt!! we eurollod but 67 m•mbers. Th11 attendance has oteadlly lncren4 
witl1 each succeeding ,ear t.o ~ In 1~7. There &n1 no more teachers Lu ll>t 
counLy now thAn thrre were In 1881. We have resorted t.o oo oompobo'!" 
meuu,.., to 1e<1ure this lncreaatd atl<!ndance other lbao to r«Juinl IPlll
cants to attend at !8118t one SOMion or the institute be!ore reeelvtng a~
er·• certlOcate. My obeervatlon Is that teachers will volont.arll) au.! 
whenever the Institute la aucb that they 1'$lllz.e that lboy gel lull vuloe I< 
the Ume and money ••pended. 
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We~ 00,. foUowlng the St.ate oourse or study to t.bo lett<lr, and a.re en

g to mue our Institute more and more a acbool or methods; to 
~ the great dl1trlbntln11 POlnL or the best m"tbod• or tbe beot 
_.,.,. Ill the county and the best Instructors that CJ1n be procured. 

BCUOOV 000!!,£8. 

nocbool•bon.e,; that have been built recently are model,; compared \\"lib 
u.,. of a 1,...- f""" ago. Nearly evuy n11w school-house bas a belfry with 

1 ilrll t,,11 tliat oan be heard all o,•or the dlrstrlct. Wtndo..-, have been 
.,.....i ,nth relerenoe to admitting the llgbt properly rather th•n the out,. 
m •riarance or the building. C.lliugs have been made 1Jl2hor and the 
_. pn1vlded ..tt.ll comfortable """'"· Io the rural districts no •peoJal 
profl.11,,u, have been made for ventilation. Last year a commodious eight,. 
room building was put up m South Ottumwa, wblch l• a credit t.o the city, 
n,bulldiog la bea!A!d byate&m, as are All the sobool bulldlnga In Ottumwa, 
...i lh1 ventilation la good. 

OROUNOS. 

In """e or tb• rural dlstrtct8 tbe sobool grounds and outbou!1611 are neg• 
l!c~ J know that I abould bear a ebare or tbe responsibility In tbla mat,. 
w, u l have been, until within the last two yean, negligent about calling 
u,utt,nllon or achoo! boards t.o the necessity or keeping up feocea, pro
t,cllog lb• trees, aod 08peclally to keeping the outhouses In proper oondl
tian. Por the pMt two years, during my visit al the acb001, I ltsve been 
...ntn, tbe attention or school boards to lbeae watten, when 1 oonld see 
tlltm. Wbeo not convenient to oee lbem, I have written them lo care or 
u,o tachor. to nearly every loatance they have attended to tbe matter at -Our oountry schools have Crom alx t.o eight mouthll school a year. The 
~ o! terms bu not lucreased, but teachers' sslarl08 have been ralaed 
111 all the lowoeblps In the county e,i:cept two lo the past rour years. 
Tw new law In reference to teachlog tho e!Tecte or aloohol, aUmulanwi, 

at,., I.I being compiled with by teachers with but httle or uo oppoalllon by 
popils or t••renta. 

I tblnk much baa been dooe throughout tho State, In the paat lour yean, 
lo olenllug the oonc!JUon of the rural ochoola. Too much credjl can oot 
"'a,,en our worthy ,;late Superlnteoden~ Elon .. J. W. Aken, for hla eam
•I Ind euccnsrul ,aorta In this direction. lle bas eudeavored to uolfy and 
IJIIOIDIIU,e the ,rork of the normal loaUtutos and oountry acboole, and baa 
-•rab:y 10.-.Jed. A work that bad before been overlooked, or at leut 
W DOI been U<X>m pllabed. 

lfe have bad but little 11ebool leglalaUoo Jn the past four yea.rs, and oon• 
~ lslor oome or the bllls that have been presented, I lblnk it la very for
~ that aocll Is lbe case. But ln the tntereeta or our l!Cboola there 
e.uJd be eome changes and add.itlooa to our school laws. 

2' 
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Our 1Cboola abould be aupplled with Cree text-boob. A -, &hOllld lit 
pro"1ded for eban1tlng the boundartea of Independent dl.&trlcta. c011111 
1uperlntendent1 ■hould be elected for tour years. 

WA.SHINOTOY COUNTY. 

BY BBLL frlLOOJtl:, 

Tbe ,ceneral condition or education In WMhington county la enoou,..,nr 
Emlgratl<,n trom aome paru of tbe county hM cauoed a decline lo the ••m
ber enrolled In the ocboola, but the average attendance LI better, wltb I fllr 
degne or lnter,st. More of the dlatrlctl are malting rui •!fort to retaill tbt 
teAeher• ror • longer term. 

'lbe normal lnatltute hM been of great value to our t611Cben, u ma,,1 
young penaoua attend one or two term, before beglnntng to t.eaob. We uoo 
tho graded course ot study, giving attention to the matter to be taughl,. 
well u methods of teacblug. 

Moro care lo taken In the construction of ocbool•bousee, yet rar t.oo lltUe 
attention la paid to beatlog awl ventilation. 

Many of the echool-grounda are without feoCeA. Some are weU 1badfd. 
and more t.reea were pl.&nted thlo year. 

The average length of term ia seven month•; average salary, '31.llll p,r 

month. 
I think every dlalrict bu tried to comply with the law requiring loalrucl• 

Ion In "hygiene" to be glveu to all pupils. 

WINNESHIEK OOIJNTY. 

BY DAN 8111U.. 

NORllAL INSTITUTES, 

In ISS.3 the w1nn .. blel< County :S-ormal ln1tltnte waa organized la ao
cordance wllb U1e plan ""t forth lo the outline course ot atody pnpare,I 
by the Slate Soperiutendent, Hoo. J. W. Aken. 
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Aec,w,oor 1tudy, baaed uPon the above named ollllin<, baa been prt'parPd 
ll)d i., 00,.. 1n use la lbe lootllutee ot this county. This ...,,,. provides: 

1
,~ "•JJteDl&tized plan or grading, wllb an outline ot the work to b<I pnr• 

.,,ed 111 ,etb grade. 2d. A sistem of promotion ln which teachers complet,. 
,,,, tbe .-crt In any jIT8de •re promoted to the gn1deor dhislou next higher. 
J,L Ai,-.c.em of graduation In which tbe t....beni who have completed lbe 
tolitt -· and laugbt three years, are granted diplomas ot 11raduallon 
l'!Oll lhe 1n1Utute, upon passing saU1rac1<>ry examination. 

n,eobJecll or a gnlded norm•! courae are: lat.. 'l'o secure a uniform sys
""' or •orl<. 2d. It wlll Rive te11Chers a de0nit.e aim to accompllob, narnel)•: 
eoinrl•ttog a preecrlbed oourse of instrucuou and rec;,lvin~ a dlplomll. 
Joi. it will gh·e teachen who have completed the courae and ~lved a 
d)plomA of gniduatlon from lbe Institute In any county. an OPPortunlty 
'°~i•e cncllt tor all Institute work done In any part of the St.~te. Ith. 
It will be a great a.Id to ICbool olllcera In securing teachers, 88 now but lboee 
i,,.,bl~ b8d a 11A~ amount or experience In teaching. aud who have com• 
pl,~ a thorough courae of normal and mental training, will receive a dl
plama. 

111• ,1 ... 16cntlon under tbta plan as adopted in this county ts .. ronowe: 
Te■cl>era holding eertlftcates whose general average la ninety per cent or 
-. ooustltut,i the ·•A" division; those holding aecond class certlOcate., 
,outitule the •· 11" division; wbtle those boldtng third class certl0cal:8 
.. d tbose who have never taught, constitute the "0" divl■ton. 
r .. c11,ra holding ffnt class certlffcat.eo. who have taught three yeara and 

&:1'llded lbre;, normal toalltut.ea COillllltute a "normal" divlslon. 
Tho work of lbe lnatltule la devoted 38 much to melboda and manner of 

pl!IOl!Ung anbjecta, 38 to tbe aubJect matter of the text-books. A kuowl
olgo of fM:to ta not the only qualillcatlon required to make a good teacher. 
llocb dei,eoda 0Poo his ablllty to organiza and manage a BCbool, his 11<111 In 
preaooUng 1ubJeclA In a clear, dlsUnct and compmhen1lve manner. Owlng 
lo the ul"8tl.a(aetory resu.lto obtained from the J»"imary ....,.k Io our BCboots, 
tbla feature of our Institute work Is made one of the m01t prominent. 
llan1 peJICDI seem to think that any on, can teach •mall ecbollll'I, and that 
~lat1ter end more adyanced puplla should receive the moot attention from 
lllo teacller. The racla are, the primary pupla are the ouea who should OC· 
lllJl1 • sn,at portion or the teacher'• tlm.e and attention, as It la In lbl.& 
Ille• of the child'• achoo! life lhat the habits ot application or lndlf(erence 
lo1tua1 an, formed. It la In Ulla stage tbat lbe mind of the cblld ta llnl. 
lla<io<I In the mould and opened tor development, and It hi& h&bltll ol 1tud1, 
Of thlnung, and of actlllg are once Improperly formed, they are dlftlcult to 
bnu op It ......- overcome. 

81>1llt111g the Importance of tblo branch of tbe work, we take palm, to 
llllke It one of U1e lead 1011: reaturea and apore neither Ume nor expenae In 
""'11ag competent and elllelent Instruct.on In that line. 
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ms KuooL4. 

The lolal achool populallon or lb< oouuty 11, ~.>IM; ot tbl• nu111btr , . .-~ 
were eo1olltd during the year enJtog S,p~mbor M, 1866. 

The ,,.i.i «-I ol operallu11 th• acbonLI durlnt: tho same PttlGd .., 
""~ or lhLI amount SJ.$,lt5 .... paid lo '-"lien.. 

Th• a,,raa, oumbfr or 111out.h1 or acbool wu aeven, 1'hlle I.he a,1np 
eo&l of lUllfo•t WU one dolln and alxty•f+')Uf CC"Dtl. 

The a>•m1tt1 1,nre P•ld IOM"l1tra (outside tho city and •illtA• 1<lrnol11 -.., 
malH, 1-'I.S.~: rema1 ... Jl?:l.llO. The •••reJte ,,rice paid lo prtnolpa11 o1 ,r.. 
laJ!t! 1eboola 11 about t,)IJO I"'' y•ar, and $1.3-10 11 paid the 1ur,,,rintllldei,1 ot 
1b, O-rab orhool.l. Th• 1n~rmedlale and primary teeeh,ni lo Ille, 
achoola rtno"• a A1arJ or S.WJ to ll-00 per ,._. 

Tb• Oeoorab puM!c 1ehoul LI the ouly one lo lht oouot7 lo wblch a •r«la 
u..cher of ,,..umaneulp 11 employed. Prof. (). U. Valdor, who 11fllbob11 
,tanda at th~ hflld or hie profe•lon ae a blri,.-.t,,,,,rd writer. hu bad cllqo 
or tbla dtpartrueot lor ntarly ten ytara. IJ la plan or teaching 1h11 UIIJIOl'l
ant brao•h 11 ,nllrely rrom U,e blact•board, and the n,aultl ut bla -
and uUrtn1 elfor1a in that dlrfCUOD bave beeo IIIOII graUfylnJ, llysladt 
pbyaloh'l!Y, aa rtqulttd by art or the Twentr•l!rot General Autmbly, lo 
bflng prelly tl1oroo11hly 1au11ht In every ,c,bool to the ooun,y. 

The a<llool bc>&rd1 la every dl11rtct, In order to meet the rtc1ulr.moo11 ol 
the law, have adopted and put Into u.,e, book• wbleh have bffa publlllel 
111 com1•llanN1 with 1h11 lflllalaUon, wblle the teachers are eam•Ur • 
d,avortn« to ptrform their duty 111 tblo ,uptet tJao 

TD& WORK OP TBS ICTIOOLS. 

About three y,-... ARO we prtpared Alld publlahed a gradNI rou,.. Ill 
atady tor 1be acboola of the county, and the 111m6 bu been adoptod bf u.o 
nrlou1 ocbo,,I dl.lttlctl and la now In llMI tbrouibout the 001101,. s,..,. Ill 
the priDc,lpal f•tUttS of thLI plan ut: bt. Tbe quantity and quality of lllt 
wort •hkb II being uulformly carried out lo all the achoola. !!d Jin 
,.,.1emat1< and tborouab work done by the IAlaebuo. Sd. The puplla bm 
bffD oumulated by a dealre to oomplete a prHCrlbed oouree ot wort w 
N'<lOlva a dl11loma. 4th. ~o particular branch 11 developed. at the ear,oa 
of anolber, but, on the eoatrary, NCh branch la atven due rou.1dtratloc, 

lo coan.,·tlon wltb tbla cou"" or 1tudy 11·0 bave a cla!aiGcatloo ffl'!:<r 
In -11 .,1.x,1, wbk:h enabl,. the tacber to 1..,, .• a pl'rnuuwnl r<Cllnl ti 
lb• atandlns and pro- of th• ac:hnol, loi.~ber with the Dl&u8 of pa 
prumotod and th- wbo bave complttee Lbe C<lllrMI aod rt1~1,·ed a-! 
dlr,IUmlL 

An-an1•m•nt1 ba•• alao bffn made whereby puplla \tho .-omplol<! lb< 
coo..., a.a,I rettlve a diploma are admitted to tbe ~rah blab ~ 
,rbere a ldentlftr, clualcal or bualneoa courM may bo eom~l•led If dtllml. 
With tblaarran~ent.,,., now ba"a oonuecllo« lint bet..- tbe mtl• 
ungradtd orbool and U.e bl1h ecbnoL Alrt'acly fully ooe baudNCI (IIIIICi 
bave oom1•l•led tbl■ con-. and from the encoura~meot the work II~ 
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• and rrom tbe lot«bt a.ad ean>Ntnea manlreetecl oo the part or 
::"' ....;.,.,.., pupil• and patron,, I am aallsCed that much good oan be ..,.. 

.,..pluhed 
KllOOL BtnLOlNOI AND OUOC'NOS. 

.t.t ,......t .,. bn• about one hundred and l!rty ecbool bnildlnira In the 
<OIIDl1• nJued at about $t!l0,000. Tbe ltfflert.l structure or the butldto111 II 
...,.i III lb• malo, altbougb II LIie, If any, a,tenuoo bu been given lo proper 
r.,WtlH ror IIRhtlolf and veaUlatlug. 

o,,rtu, lb• paot few years there baa i-o a Renert.I tendency lo fumlab 
et 1"lildilrl■ ,rltb aultable and eomrortable rurnltu1~, and at the 11.-nt 
11a1 -11 ., -,, bOU58 11 !urnlabed with _, •• deab, tablea, ete. or the 
-aad ....-IDlrrovecl atyle■• 

'll'illl buL few ucepUona Ule out-bouae• and reucea are In good condition, 
•hll• th•re la 1<·..-ooly an 11ode1lroble ocbool·bou .. 1lte to be fouud In the 
,....1y. Jo aome eaeea, to be ,ure, the location la not lbe moet convtolent 
IO _,.,,,nooate the patroua or the ocbool•, but tbla t.lme and clrcum• 
-alon•..., ttmedy. 

WOODBUIU- COUNTY. 

8Y J. t. flllOllP. 

n. ed\'IIIKelllWt of the public 1<bnola o! tbb county during the laal t<1u 
ton bu bem one or rqular, steady, bMltblul growtb, botb ao tar u oum

lltf <A pap1la enrolled and actual work don&. 
llluldtttd ~-rapblcally, 1h1111 a large oounty, ooaalatlug or more than 

1-.aty,rour ruu congreaaiooal towuablps, or about one and one-bait per 
f<IILot tlleentlro ~tale. Thia county, uoul a rew )tara IIAO, wu b11Ltblol1 
"1tlc!d. aacl OOost<JUtotlJ many or the achnol.l w,re amt.II, bot wltblo tb• 

I•• Joan lbe papulaUon baa la111el7 loc,.,..ed. The teacbto11 or tb• 
11111111) l!l'nen!IJ, bu been good. ETAJ'J' year quite a uumbfr or nP"W leech· 
mh■ffftl>PROII In the worlt. Theoe new teacbera generally begin durl1>11 
llleaprtog, and their Ont term la considered probaU01>Rry to a cerlalu ~,runt. 
11 bu 1""'o the aim or the 1u11Erlntendent to rof.aln the 1>N1 or tbeoe, wlule 
Ult Ol.bor1 oalu.rt.lly drop out or lbe work. Tbe better cla.,a or lffehtra 

alway1 tali.to mu<h ioterMt In u,e norm.al lnatltu~a. and bJ kNp101 
-.Jr ap .,,,u, the work u ltad\lncee from year to rev, have au~ed In 
nCallllDc ll>!!lr p1- from year to year. 
n. aonnaJ ln1tltute or tbla oouoty la graded, and baa a regular coune 
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o! alody,lbe completion of which require. reiiular allendanoe al leut u,,_ 
-Ion• of lbe LMl.llule, aJlhougb many require a g-ler l•nglb ol U1114, 11 
prom,,tloo from one pile to anolb.r IJ dtlermlneil bJ uam.lnallaa, 11111 
artul nptt!enas lo lbe ll<'bool room. 

Tli• cou,....of ■tudJ pru'1.le1 tor \b<lrongb drUI In all lho com moo brancbi., 
and•••• a.lK•lira, ~mtlrY, and bola.DJ, 

ll IJ "quired ol t.each~ra of lb• advanCf'd grade to h••• aunlcl•nt koo,r~ 
od119 of &IJffl,r& and ~m•lrJ to ,oable lh•m to 18Ch •ratemallc'1l, llld 
lcltol1ftcally, any th:o,r lu «>onectloD wtlh lbe 1ubJttl of arllhm¢e. $o 
t,,xl boob of any kind art' ullld ID lhe ln•lllui.. About one !1QUr -i, 41y 
la d~Tut~1 lil the 1ubJttl ol dulaelloa. Hore, allO, lbe wont IA dlll...,nt,. 
lhe dlfl,r,,nt gradee, 11•• n>RU!ar ,eulon of Institute la lb"'" ,..,.kt, 11. 
lbUUJfh tlllo year tbore have been hold lhn?e special .-100, or two w,tlJ 
taeh. Cb-, -1001 ..... held dUrlnJf the aprin1 ..eatloo1, and """' ... 
&lgu..i cbl•ftJ for the ...... at or tie JOUDJ!V and I• oxl)UIODcod oe 
ln<h-. .u so many w,Aclloracomm.,,.,. teacblnlf for the llnt L11110 tlllriJlr 
tb• •rrrnx wrm,and u a cou .. quenoe lfO Into th• work wllboul 0111 noraia: 
train In~ or lnJJlrucllnn wbAt.cver, I think lhe spring IUllon moy i,,. mid• 1" 

be or Jfrffllt b.-Dl'DL to thom. 
Al the ,..,.1ar -Ion ol losmui.. a portion or lhe lime IJ dnoted lli't'(1 

allr to h-'ilru,•tinn1 lo rrimar, method._ 
The public IIC))ool1 of lhl1count1 are now 011011 • couraoof 1tudy, VIL: u,. 

one 1,r~1•11,rr,d t;y Uut c,,mroltt,ee •PPlllnL&l l.ly t.be 1uperlntendea .. ' oonnr.
tlon for tho nortbem dl•trlcl ol Jowl\. Thia cour,6 of ■ludy I• al•" uMd la 
tbe ln,t,lul• In co,,nfCllno wllb Ibo r-gular ln,llLui. courae or adf. 

8CDOOt. nous&&. 

Tho ochool•hou•u or thla county are generally good, and kepi In llood ,.. 
pair. 'l'h,y nrt mootly ol auffl,•lout ■I•• U,a~ no dlnlt,nlty b .. bMo opor\
eum ,r tb rol(&ril to .. nulallon. W llb the excepllnn of oome of the bclld· 
lo,rl ID Sinor City, and lbe. buildlnc In Corncllonvllle, lbty are b•ltd bJ 
mean■ of ,w.,... Th• tch,10l·bon- In the country, with oo• u .. puaa. 
are w,,od,n •tructurt■• Many or llll'm are 1eated wllh alnglo -u &lld 
d ... ~ •• w•II suvpllc.t •dlh black botlrd, dlctlonarl••• map1, etc. 

ORAJO'B])◄ 

Kcho.1l-lfOl!b<U lo the counlry conol■t or one """'• m.,.uy uralrl~ •Jd, la 
aomeouee-.JNI to tolue Jf1115• TIily a,6 genorally loo~ \\Ith •••rd,,• 
f•w l'ilLh wire cablea aull II•• wlrl.'8 The out•bou~ are g,,nerally In JlO'ld 
co,,dtllon, but DC>l all or lb•m. Tbe 11rbJttl of 1•l1U1tiog tr,, .. bu ,..t,.. 
eotnd u wnth atteutlon IA th aecn,ut7 u It lbould baverettt•fd,althoq!t 
IOIDI OI !Mm an IOrTOUndod by VNJ DIN rro•N ol bor elder, roap!e,""" 
t,n,...,,d and olhet for .. L t.rf!H. Som• or lheocbool-hou ... w•n, built"""' 
lhe country ,..,. c,1m1•rall,11!1 thinly tetlled; a• J"lPUIAllOD lncrM'IN ud 
lhe cuoJ1LiC)I .. Of the l•~illhborbood chanpd. It ... round DeCMIRrJ '°'""" 
w-or th•m, aod mvre or tb•m will 7et probllblr be moved to iw• al~ 
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nit I< ~rb•ll'I one rN>W<>D why more ati.nUoo wu oot paid lo 11lant1011 

..... 
ICDOOVT&AR. 

n,e i..,,;tb .,r a,., lerm varl08, -e,·eraJ ol lbe dl!llr1cla ha•lnlf nine or too 
...-,lid, ..,m• ehtbt, 110m• aeven and a f•w only six; bul there seem, to be 
ro,rilla a _..,.,..i dll!poelllon !or lonll'!r term,. Teachera' aalarles In ooun-
111 ..i,ool• dllrinl! lb• summer vary from tw•nty-dve to thirlJ·D•• dollan 
,..-lb • .,,., dono11 tho fa.II aod winter from thirty to fony dollan pu 
...,.,u,. ,\lpbr& 11 taught In qune a numbt,r of lbe country ,cbool1, draw-
111(....i bool-kN'p1ng In a fow or them, v0<·al music, u a branch or 1tud7, 

1
, oot 11111111 111 auy or the country srhoola. Jlygloolc pbyalolol<Y. u ro

.-ired bJ atbOOI ...... or l~-.J. ii laU!(bt In evory achoo!, and, IIO ,,., u I 
Uff - abl• l~ oboo"•· It 11ugbt talrly ,rplJ; I-•· Oil thl, aubj..-l a"' 
(.T1II dallJ IO all ~. an,1 teaebere ttr<>rl monthly lbe amoaut or work 
... TuL-booU OD Ible branch have 1-D adopted by lb• nriou1 boanl■ 
rl d,n<el<lr■, and lhe la,. In all respeclo h•• generally beton well com11llod 
•Ill>- f hH• al lbl• date, May 10, received nolloe or but oue claaa ha•ln!I 
-,ltttd lhe aubiecl. 

Q'Nll"OR1UTY OP' TEXT-BOOKS. 

,,._ or th• b<Janlll or directors bav• adopl.l'd book• 1<1 be uaod In lhrlr 
,-1,vo dl•ltlcll, but th•re baa never been any atl<lmpt made toward 

lJ W1lf~rm1ty. 

CITY AND TOWH ICOOOL@. 

. , 011.1 CltJ hu 1i1 brlek and air wOOllen bulldlng11, conlllnlng In a.lJ rortr• 
e!;ihL N<>IDI, wtlh a 11eaUng OApaclty ol 3,000. In addition 1.o the etly IU· 
pulDIHl~oL DfLJ•one 18<:h•re are employNI; lour or lb- are g,nlltmen, 
~ rt■t ladl• The alary ur tbe city auperlnleodont l1 $1,!iW per year; 
~-• ol UIAth!'n YU'/ from 12.50 l.o s,,,o per rear. The year 0001!111 
r t.birtJ-•l~ht ""'ks The high echool course embnite1 four toll yMnO, 
C"lncllouvllle bas a·acl>ool ot rour deporlmeote; prluclp•l'1·aa1ary 8,hll(I; 

1o1e1ttra· •lat!,. •~o -b; high ll<'bool coune or three years. Danbury 
• ~ ,1 of u,,... d"partmenta; lb,.,. are alJo lbn,o olber ll<'bovl1 out• 

lllo of town an~r the IUJ"'n·Won or tl,e ume prioelpal; 1•rlacipal ·• alary 
r.l'; ~b•ro' ularltt SMiO; high acbool couree or three yearo. tiloan bu 
• acbool of lltN'I departmeuta; prlnclpal'a 111\lary $fl00; t.eacbent' 111<la1l•1 
m. DO hlJI• ochonl (l()U1114'. Sergeant'• Uluff• bu a ocbonl or l.hrec, dt• 
P!\afrlb; 1irloclpal'1 ulary $700; l8Cb,ra' ■alarfee $:••J aml 1-100, lll1b 

I «>arae lb- ,...,. Smithland bu a ll<'bool or two depart111~11!; 
1'll!t,lpai'1 alary t,61. i.rt,tr'1 salary s.v.o, 111gb acbool course three y•ra. 
'"111 bu• ocbool or lwo d,r,artmenl.11; principal'• aalary $00; teaeltor'■ 
llWJ 130ll i;.o,geant'a mull'• haa two brlrk bullding1. Tbeochool•1round1 
1 ' '<I) larg,, &Ad all plauled lo abade lrt'n aod .. et1«1 wllb bloe-gr11111. 
~ blllldiDl'I at CorrecUOD\'llle, Danbury and Smithland .... gl>Od build· 
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lnJ!I bat made o( wood. The building at Sloan 11 In good repair, but not•f 

1umclenl 11u to &C)COmmodate tho pupUs. 'l'be same la al10 true ot Sat,,. 
bot at bOtb th- placu new buildlnp will probubly be bum dort.na lb 
pre&ellt Y•"'· It la abo designed to add a tall high eebool COUl'le IO lb, 

connie of 1tudy at Sloan. 
The t,,wa ol Oto 11M a large building of two rooms, but al prnent ooJ, 

one II u,oed. Several new towns In the oouoty will be obliged to build nnr 
bouou lo IJJ• near tuturo. 

WORT!l COUNTY. 

BY j,. 0. UAgKEM. 

ln reply to your ttquest I will endeavor to picture brlefty tho oomllt1on 
ond progrt11111 of education In our county. I believe the advanoonent al 
educalloa within our bouudarloa during the last lew years baa kept a lllr 
pace with the lnduatrlal lmprovemente, and the&& have been very mark,d. 
Much credit la due tom, predecessor, Mr. R. T. Toye, whose antlrinK II! 
dn&trJ and superior 0tneu 811 an educator, enabled bim to BC(l()mplllb, 
great deal tor tbe good of lbe schools. 

NORXAL IS'fflTUTB, 

One ol tbe cblet lnatrumeote for the gradual raising of the 1t&lldald of 
education In our county bavo been tbe normal Institutes. Tb08e form at 
1•re...nl a very Important factor In our educational system; and wbat,v,r ft 
done by tb• State or co11Dty lor tbeir encouragement tllld support 11, I bt
lleve, Ume well 1pent and capital well lnvealed. The gteateat ....,.U&l by 
fnr. or a good school, t, a good practical tAou:ber. and it is to the rr.pars
t!on and empl~ymentol socb that the lo0uenoe or every lover of educatloo 
1houl4 espeelally be brought to bear. Many or our teachers have, at l.blir 
out.isot N!Ulve<I but lllUe professional tralnlnR. and to tb- a weil•orpz>
lted and ably-conducted lnaUtote 11 or toeatlmable worth. Another of !hf 
many good re•ult1 or oouoly inoUtutea ta the counteraction or the evii. 
arlolng from• ouollouAl change or teacber11, by helping to mate planuod 
meU,ods nnlfonn. Our CA>uoty bu had TOll80n to look up w Uie nor'IDII U>· 

stllule sy1tem with pride &nd hope. ,H our last tall'• llel!BIOO ol thrff 

'll'l!eu, not leu than ooe hundred names were on the roll from begin.otni lb 
clo■e. The lnalllute .,. .. divided Into three gndea. and tour loalr"<t• 11 

nre employed. We find avmo difficulty lo tbeaeleetlon or lime lor N>ldJof 
the l01lltute, bavlng -• to tbe public school blllld!ng only during ..... 
\Ion,. Thia compels us W hold the (all lrultltole tn the latter part ol 
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1.lll"i>t. ,rhlcb time, to m•ny or our teacber11 who all wurlc tor a low oalary 

111 td»JI, must be opent In fdrm work. 

SCBOOlrtlOUSKS. 

A bulthY bod1 I• essential to a healthy development or the mind. A 
l(ho<~-b,1uoe abo·tld aff,rd as maay or tho favorable conditions dictated by 
ll>01111'1 M hygiene, as possible; and I think tbe people or thi• couut>· mn•t 
bl•• reo,111"-' this raet. '!'be school-bou .... •~toJ or J ,te are not only 
i.,guthan former bu!ldlogs ol the k1nd, but St1Pfrl0r to lb .. e lo tt•p,ct to 
t,,oUoJ, ll~bllng. vent!Jal!oo, soalinf, black-board and c«mtort and con
l'tDl<Doe tu g,-n,raL The old time prl1on school-houses have been con
,.,c,J Iulo model hoUS<!S; and pluslng are the etTeets. 

OROU.N'OS. 

I hHe but little W say on this topic, a, less aU.entlon bas bePu 1rh·en to 
R, pl'lltUeally, amoo11 us. Nor bao this been ol prhoe importance to most 
...,.., u our oounty la largely a prairie district, an(! each eebool•hou•e com
maod1 tbe best acre or some or the oo .. t aad moat r~vorably located la d 
oo Ihle N>Dllneot. Only in a few cases have any fences been built aro n (I 
ius<llool·houoe lot. Le8II iwportance than desirable hllS been atracb..:

1
~

0 
u,, proper con,trucUoo and location or out,.houses. and stlll 1,88 to k!!eplng 
tlltlllll6 lo good rep•lr. Thia often Is a sad ne11lect, aad It Is difficult w 
tnolf lfbat the "'°"l dl'eoth•e remedy would 1,e. The law In ro1iard to the 
plaoll"- •~ lrtta on scuool grounds ba.s been complied wilh fn mo•t dJa
lrl<I•, ~ml m no....., bsa lbe neglect beeo Intentional. What hsa 001 been 
....,mphsbod, will be at tbe lint opportunity. 

SCDOOLS. 

our OCIUlty bu el~hty seveu schools. Most township• have from ,ix to 
,mo months or school during the year. The wlntor term 18 almost In• 
tlltlbly ooe mooth l mger than the aummer term, Two or three Wwnshlpa 
•1II have ~hi months o[ ~cbool thl1 Y•ar. We have but two term ltb 
lbe txceytloo or tho mdepeuJeot schools, where the ochool year 0::

0
" 1 

ltoo1thht1••~ to thirty-eight weel<a. Our teacber11, I am &<lrry to eay.p..:: 
DOt ••U p1ld. compensation ranging from $.» to $3\ In winter. and trom 
Dl lo S30 lo summer. A. few Oret grad~ t.eaebero will at the end or a to 
or tores montba only draw $78. This ts mtoer11ble, considering u,a:~ 
~er, beeld&1 giving all her time to the work, baa al110 a capll.1\1 Invested :::;a- Our best teachera frequently step out ot the ranb. \Vhat can be 

'11~,'!~t b:ocb•s oovered by a teacber·s examination are taken op In 
School llf• : a cm,n I lhlulc too many boob are studied at one time. 
IIUt matUtud l(l'f&t wany loslnocea Is wo abort for 1110 muterlng of a 
lboold, • al sciences. and to every caae readlnll', writing and ipelfln 

<cop1 lbe moat prominent place on the dally programme un!IJ we!~ ·~ 



194 REPORT 01' SUPJ!BL.'ITEND.ENT OF PUBLIC lNS'rRUOTION. [B t 

mut.ered. Tb- branchee should include language training. PelllDllllbip 
ls receiving more and more attention. We ahould teach l>Olllion, l'OD
holdlng, apaelng, height or lettera. alant, neatnees, ete., at the very bei!la
ning. We belie•• the abUlty to write a good and ftoent hand la &JUeat h!lp 
in all tuture aebool-worl<. 

Drawing and voes! musle. though not ertenlllvely taught in!our acboola 
are ,.,.,.,1vin11 some aU.entlon, eapecl.slly in tbe graded aehoola ot North: 
wood. 

I am proud of being able to report a g\!Deral eompll.snce with S. L. ot l!!IJI 
In rel(l,fd to the teaching or phyalolog, and hygiene. We have adopt,,! 
textrboolu, and where booka are lacking the teaching Is taken np oran1, 
The law la very popular in our loeallty, and on Its merits we buUd lDlkb 
hope tor the future. Long live the good people in wboee philanttuop,, 
mlod.a the l&w wu conceived. 
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