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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT

STATE OF IOWA,
Orrice oF State Fime Marsnarn,
Des Moines, February 2, 1914,

Hox, Georae W. CLARKE, Governor of Towa.

Sm: In compliance with the provisions of Section 14, Chapter
128, Acts of the Thirty-fourth General Assembly, I have the honor
to submit herewith my third annual report of my official acts and
of the affairs of this office, eovering the period beginning January
1, 1913, and ending December 31, 1913, both dates included.

Druring the year 1913, 3,600 fires were reported to this office, in-
volving a loss of $6,292,645. The property involved in these fires
was volued at $22,431,725.

Of the loss thus reported, property to the value of $4,070,059
was covered by insurance, leaving an exeess of loss over insurance
of $2,222586, and involving 1,378 properties. Included in this
excess are 628 properties involving a loss of $279,037 upon which
no insurance was carried. :

The daily fire loss during the year amounted to $17,212, and the
average loss in each fire was $1,743.

During the year seven fires ocenrred, in each of which the loss
exceeded $100,000, as follows:

$1,336,721

The loss sustained in these seven fires exceeds 21 per cent of
the total fire loss of the state during the year 1913.
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The number of dwellings burned was 1,524, and the loss on
buildings was $708,151, and on the contents $293,790. The sound
value of these dwellings wes reported at 2927257 and that of
their eontents at $879,781.

The number of barns burned was 656, and the loss on buildings
was $528,018 and on the contents $375809. The sound value of
the barns was reported at 587,511 and that of their contents at
$437,439,

The number of stores burned was 306, and the loss on buildings
wns $428.654, and on the contents $961,558, The sound value of
the stores was reported at $2,371,530 and that of their contents at
$2,612,129,

The number of factories burned was 55, and the loss on build-
ings was $159,199 and on the contents $332,786. The sound value
of the factories was reported at $858,603 and that of their contents
at 1,253,827,

There were 63 deaths reported na the direet result of fire, Of
this ber 26 were and 21 were children. In 21 cases
fatal to life coal oil or gasoline was involved. Nine children were
fatally burned as a result of playing with matches or fire, or being
in close proximity to a bonfire,

Five hundred twenty.four inspections of buildings and premises
were made in 83 different cities and towns in the state, upon the
basis of which there have been issued 153 clean-up orders, 126 re-
pair orders, 47 orders to change, 119 orders to remove buildings,
and 57 clean-up and repair orders, or a total of 502 orders.

One hundred ninety-nine suspicious fires were investigated in
72 different eounties of the state.

In addition to a number of indictments pending, 23 arrests and
prosecutions were had during the year. Of the cases which came
to trial, 5 resulted in rietions and sent to the penitentiary,
1 was given a jail sentence, 1 was deported, 1 was paroled by the
court after a plea of guilty, 3 were acquitted, and 1 ease was dis-
missed by the county attorney.

One person was sent to the hospital for the insane. Eight in-
dictments are pending and 3 are under arrest and bound over to
await the action of the grand jury.

Twenty-one public add on fire p tion were made in

various cities and towns of the state, twelve of which were before
teachers’ institutes.

e e e i—
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Appended hereto as a part of this report are five tables which
set out in detail the reports of the fires and the work of inspeetion
and investigation done hy this office.

Table I shows the number of fires reported, by connties, the
value of the buildings and contents involved, the damage to build-
ings and contents, the total insuranes on buildings and contents,
the number of fires partinlly covered by insuranes, the amount of
exeess of loss over insurance, the number of fires affecting prop-
erty withont any insurance and the total loss upon propery not
covered by insurance.

Table 11 shows the nature and charncter of the buildings de-
stroyed or damaged, the value of each, the amount of damage
thereto, the value of the contents of ench and the demage thereto,
the kind of material of which each was constructed and whether
the Joss was total or partial.

Table 111 contains a summary of the origin and cause of the
various fires reported, the number of each and the damage to the
buildings and contents, specified by causes.

Table IV contains a list of the cities and towns in which in-

_ spoctions of dilapidated buildings and inflammable eonditions

were made, the number of places inspected at ench point ngul the

number and kind of orders issued, based upon such inspections.
Table V gives a list of the places nt which investigations of

fires of suspicions origin were made and the date when such in-
i‘- 13 w“ 1

REPORTS OF FIRES,

There has been a marked improvement both in the promptness
with which fires have been reported to this office by those re-
quired by law to make reports, and in the completeness of the
roports made.  This improvement may he acconnted for in part
by the faet that the Thirty-fifth General Assembly amended the
law relative to compensation for making reports.

As the law was originally ted, no ¥ tion was pro-
vided for the reporting of fires to this office by chiefs of fire de-
partments or mayors who received compensation from the city or
town which they served. Chapter 224, Acts of the Thirty-ffth
General Assembly, amended this by providing for & fee of fifty
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cents for each report, without regard to whether the official re-
porting is paid a salary or not by the municipality he serves.

The same chapter provides a penalty for a failure upon the
part of the chief of a firs department, & mayor or township clerk
to make the investigation and report required of him. But per-
haps the prineipal eause which has aided in securing more
prompt and complete reports is the fact that the work of the de-
partment is more generally known and better understood and ap-
preeiated by the officials charged with the duty of making these
reports, as well as by the publie.

Inasmueh as full and correct statistieal information concerning
canses of the fires which oeccur in our state is of the highest
value in determining the application of remedies or preventives,
it is of the ulmost importanee that this phase of the work be
given the most careful attention.

While, as already stated, there has been a marked improve-
ment along this line, T fully realize that the system of making
reports of fires is still far from perfect, and T am therefore con-
tinuing to nuse every legitimate means at my eommand to improve
this part of the serviee.

EDUCATIONAL WORK.

Renewed efforts have been put forth during the past year to
give potency and effect to that provision of the law requiring the
teachers of our publie schools to give instruection in the eanses
and dangers of fires, ns well as to give regular fire drills. To
this end, I have sent ont additional supplies of Bulletin No. I,
prepared for use in the publie schools of the state, to all of the
superintendents and prineipals of our graded schools, as well as to
the various eounty superintendents, in sufficient number to place
copies of same in the hands of all the teachers. During the
months of June, July and Aungust, T personally presented the
subject of fire and fire dangers, as the same relates to the
instruetion whieh is required in the publie schools, before teachers®
normal institutes in the following ecounties:

Woodbury, Museatine, Mahaska, Lucas, Kossuth, Van Buren,
Story, Page, Adair, Butler, Plymouth and Cherokee, ,

While there are no doubt many schools where this subject is
not given the attention which the law contemplates, T have reason
to believe that the interest in this matter is growing. The draw-
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backs to the efficiency of this, as well as of mueh other m?rk
that devolves upon the t her, are the frequent ch which
take place in superintendencies in our publie sehools, and espe-
cinlly the annual additions of teachers without any sx.pnriem
and without any grasp or comprehension of the educational de-
mands of the times.

We are living in a practical age, an age which demands, _nd
has a right te demand, a practical education. ‘What instruetion,
may I ask, is more practical than that which teaches the ehild
to be cautious, careful, honest, upright and mindful of the rights
of his neighbor? The question, how far education should be prae-
tical and how far purely diseiplinary, is one which, though na?r
in form, is ol in controversy, and we may well leave its _acldeme
discussion to the realm of pedagogies. ‘While lnden‘m eduea-
tional thought may differ as to the scope and ingredients of a
practical education, they generally agree that the pm_ent-day
demand for such an education must be met. What l':nnltlhtlcl o
practical education cannot be answered by the theorist, Tt will
ultimately be answered by the practical men and women of this
generation. T submit, however, that a knoll‘rleflge of the prin-
eiples underlying good, sound substantial b\uldmg;‘n! l_lw dan.
gers attending improperly installed heating and h?huna sYs-
tems; of the constant P ted by the p use
of the parlor mateh; of the danger to which property and life
are subjected by the eareless smoker ; of th_e great value of elean-
liness in and about all buildings and premises; of the nature and
danger of gasoline and other highly inflammable substanees, nmt
the importance of handling the same with the greatest care; lluh
patriotism need not be ogpressed in fire and noise; ﬂu.t crime
erime and should be punished; that the moral sensibilities shonld
be {rained so that the child will spurn a falsehood “1@ tﬂtlha
truth at all times; that the will be so strengthened that the u:
citizen and official may dare to do right and dare to he tmi:n
every relation of life; that the greatest eivie virtue is ohed u‘u:u:
to law; these, all of thess are pssential elements in a pr
education.

While some of the other lines of work preseribed by the law
and followed by this department may produee immediate w’

ropre-

vietion that no
that are more striking, I am firmly of the con e
i th the fi
J will compare in efficiency or permanency
:::t‘i,:n work done intelligently and conscientionsly by the poblie

school teacher. f
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FIRE PREVENTION DAY,

Realizing that it is rot only desirable to educate the children
in the enuses, dangers and prevention of fires, but that it is im-
portant that public opinion be aroused in relation thereto, the
subject of fire prevention was given special attention in this state
on October 9th, which day was designated by you as Fire Preven-
tion Day in the following proelamation:

A PROCLAMATION.

In recent years there has been much discusajon about the conservation
of natural réesources, Heretofors they have beon wasted to the amount
of millions of dollars. Tho people have been in o great hurry to gather
in the natural wealth of the country. They swept ncross the continent
bullding hurrledly, negligently, recklessly. In nelther eity, town ner
country was there thought of fireproof materials or permanency. We are
Just entering upon the day when there {8 thought of permanency and of
bullding for far-distant years, as well as for the present. There is thought
now of conserving and preserviog the wealth placed in the buildings of
the eountry. While conserving the natursl resources it |s the part of
wisdom to provide agalnst the annual millions of dollars of loss by fire,
Danger lurks in the thousands of wooden structures in our citles and
towos. Danger of loss in thousands of dollars is imminent daily—indeed
oocors almost dafly. The strictest vigllance Is necessary to save from
this loss.

I have thought it ¥, theref in with a cust
already established, to set apart a day called Fire Prevention Day and
do hersby proclaim

THUNSDAY, ooTomen §, 1013,

as puch day and urge upon the peaple of the state, eapecially in the cities
and towns, to observe it am a day to il A inting na
sources of danger from fire, both {nside and ontside of buildings and with
epecial reforence to buildinits where large numbers of persons work, to
the end that there may not be only a very great saving of property losa
but also that we may be spared the appalling disasters in the loss of
human life that sometimes gecar.

_ 1t s of littie use to bewail conditions after the great loss and shocking
disnster. mmubuwm:um-mm‘mr
ronces, There ought to be dafly inspection and pr th The app
mont of & special day may kave the result of leading to such end. It is
hoped: that public officials throughout the state will take such steps an
may be n ry for the proper pbservance of the day, A meeting of
cjtizens for the-purpose of dlicussing conditions and fire prevention would
ermate a much nodded public sentiment and start the work of prevention.
Much good may be doné and tauch loss prevented by an earnest observance
of the day. Indifference and neglect are the parents of disasters, 1 hopo
attention will be given this very important matter.

STATE FIRE MARSHAL L]

horeof, I have hereunto set wy hand and caused to be
.ml‘ut‘:;ll::::e:mﬂ“rw the Great Seal of the Staie of lowa, this 4th day
ot September, A, D, 1913, S A )
Governor.
3 i i jied by an urgent letter
A copy of this proclamation, accompanied
uut?:g observance of the day in the public schools, was Bl:lft to
::Ery supctimmdenl in the state, as well as Lo every mayor. From
reporis received from schools, as well as from rejquests from sehool
ehildren for fire prevention literature, saying that they wantid the
same in order {0 prepare essays on the suhject u.f fire enuses and
fire dangers, 1 am satisfied that the subject was given considerable
ents i ia schools,
ttention, at least in the public schools )
: Reanlizing that the Holiday Season is a time thnf the Iyr:nr wlnie’:l
ing 1 ly to the &8 in-
fires are apt to be numerous, owing Iarge.y h
cident to the rush and hurry prevailing then, 1 wued_nnd enused
to be published in the leading papers of the state during the first
part of Decembor, the following:
HOLIDAY FIRE WARNING.

TO MERCHANTS:

bl i the fire bazard.
Look gut for the wirlng of your alectric Ehmn.l.lnns,
Keep fire extinguish in fon for use.

match,
the smoker and his cigar, and the ublquitous
‘:r::::t your lights. A breeze may blow & [imsy fabric agalinst an

protected L
“G rd l!lht i among your piles of hollday
unrd A P

goods, by providing tor reasonable ventilation.

lﬂrﬂlmﬂl“tdm ployes the imp af
tlwumcllmllnnﬂnllplmure._ IS
Clean up your packing rooms and dally.

wrapping paper are highly inflammable. Permit no amount of “bus)-ness”
o lnterfore with this precaution.
“Balety First"
TO PARENTS:
Mumm&lmmmmﬂm!mll
m?iuum“mummh-munmmmm
ximity to s lght or fire. = - . '
’Nm.‘m‘mwnthm?uvmmn;:t‘“h P snow
fine snow A
‘m ::::um not wear cotton whiskers, Many a life has been
in such t
mbuauﬂﬂ“m that will burn have no place on a Christmas tree. Una
tingel or other non-inflammable material.
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Clfldren should not experiment with 1
e i matches and candles or other
Don’t hang cellulold presents on the Chris
tmas tree nor place the
anywhers near a fire or light. Cellul ! =
_—_— by ulgld s among the most Inflammable
Watch the tree closely as long as the cand
les nre lighted and have
means at hand to
- e put out Instantly any fire that may start among ths
Bet the tree securely so that it can't ti Y
e P g jp over. Don't let the children
Inquire as to the safoety of the places of a
musement wh -
Gﬂ;“my attend during the crowded holiday leuo:n S
't Tet the bol :
o iday spirit make you careless In the matter of guarding

INSPECTIONS OF BUILDINGS AND BUILDING
CONDITIONS.

Inspections of dilapidated buildings and extra fire h
made in 83 different ciios and. tovas, 8 ey
w! _unpnl.imil found in Table No. IV appended hereto.
moi:;gtolhalmiud.fomumymmmd,lhnemtbmab]e
”thtu:: :im m bnlérl:aw given attention only to
iefs of :
. o departments or interested
orders issued for repairs, clean i
-ups or removals of build-
mv_e.uamle,mﬂwithmdympthnu. In only one in-
mmﬂadt&oomo{.pmeﬂyphmemnmﬁngmm
marshal from enforeing his order to remove a building
npoT:hm;wmdthntbe-m‘r—nspmul‘ fire hazard.
unminthaitydlhbnquewheumoldm;ldih'-
::dthne:&oryfrmhnﬂdinzmurdmdmowd.oanrﬂ-
“-iDem 29th last. Shortly after the expiration of the time
it set in the order, the owner made application to the distrist
mi&Wmvfummo{ammmiﬁm
Hmnﬁeﬁmambrhuﬂulnppundinpnmnmdby
Sampson of the attorney general's office. Upon our ap-
mﬁmhmtmmww d his ease and filed a written stipula-
remove the
o vy objectionable structure on or
my last annual report I ealled attention to the value
as a fire
mﬂwdp@d%dbﬂ%mﬂpmb
authorities of the eities and towns, and submitted a form
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of an ordinance providing for an inspector and preseribing his
duties.

While some of the municipalities have taken aetion along the
line suggested, 1 regret to say that this subject has not met with
the popular support which its importance demands.

Our cities are, 88 & rule. alive to the necessity of providing for
more improved fire fighting apparatus, and many of the smaller
towns of the state have, during the past year, made provision for
the establishment of water works in order that better fire protec-
tion might be afforded to their people. This is right and proper.
[ know of no place where too much money is being spent for this
purpose, but the work that is going to count in the future in mate-
rially redueing the enormons fire waste which now annually takes
place in this country, is the systematic and thorough inspection of
buildings and fire hazardous conditions and the enactment and en-
foreement, without fear or favor, of such laws and ordinances as
will compel greater care and oleanliness in and about all places of
business,

One or two good, intelligent, fearless men neting for the eity
who would see to the cleaning up of dirty basements, and the re-
pairing of unsafe firepl and chimneys, compel the safe hand.
ling and storage of gasoline and other inflammable oils, inspeet
poor electrie wiring and other unsafe systems of lighting, would do
more than any other ageney to reduee the annual fire loas in our

vities.

INVESTIGATIONS OF SUSPICIOUS FIRES.

A list of the places where suspicious fires were investigated dur-
ing the period covered by this report, together with the dates when
such investigations were begun, is found in Table No. V appended
hereto. In brief, this table shows that investigations were made
of 199 separate and distinet fires, located at 117 different places in
the state.

The duty which the law places upon the state fire marshal in
the matter of investigating suspicious fires is as diffieult as it is
important.

At the onutset, we are met with a natural unwillingness upon
thaputuf:nmm!awhnlmwuon or less about a fire, to
tell the whole truth, The fear of the ineendiary deters many good
people from telling all they know. Then, too, jurors sometimes be-
come unduly exercised for fear that possibly an innocent man may
bamvicted,mdthormltiloithera!aﬂnmmindietwhwm
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indietment should be returned, or to conviet when a eonvietion is
fully warranted by the evidence.

While, as a rule, this department has had the hearty co-operation
and support of eounty attorneys in the prosecution of persons
neused of eriminal burning, there have been two or three instances
where these officials have shown an utter indifference to their duties
along this line, I refer specifically to one case where it beeame
necessary to invoke the assistance of the attorney general’s office
for the reason that the eounty attorney informed my assistant who
presented the evidence to him that there was little or nothing in
it and that it would be his duty to so advise the grand jury.

The fire in question was investigated by Capt, Amos W. Brandt,
one of my assistants, and considerahlo evidence was gathered hy
him tending to show that it was the result of design. Two persons
were placed under arrest charged with the erime, Believing that
the county attorney was mot favorable to a presentation of the
matter to the grand jury, Assistant Attorney General John
Fleteher, at our request, proceeded to the county seat and entered
his appearance in court for the purpose of condueting the investi-
gation before the grand jury. The appearance of the assistant
attorney general was resisted by the county attorney, who eon-
tended that the attorney general's office had no right to appear in
any case before the grand jury of any eounty, and the presiding
Jjudge, taking the same view of the law, issued an order prohibit-
ing the attorney general or his deputy from appearing before the
tribunal in question. Consequently no one representing the attor-
ey general's office examined any of the witnesses which suhse-
quently appeared hefore the grand jury,

Believing that the order of the court in excluding the attorney
general was erroneous, Hon, George Cosson, attorney general, sued
ontnwﬂtuteertimariinlhompﬂmmﬂ of this state, and
after hearing, the eourt held that the attorney general and his
deputy had, under the statute, full power and autharity to appear
befmmmdjuryinthnmteinmuuinwhkhthnﬁu
ol]omwuiateratedwtowhieh it was a party,

See Cosson vs, Bradshaw, 141 Northwestorn Reporter, 1062,

The question of the enforeement of law and the punishment of
crime is one of the greatest that asks for solution at the hands of
an intelligent people.

How may strength and eourage he imy i

iparted to our lnw-enfore
officinls so they will do their whole duty t G
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How may the twelve men who serve as jurors be inspired by a
patriotic zeal to ‘‘let justice be done though the heavens fall’'?

How may the men and women of our land, who, in the last
analysis, must be held responsible for the administration of justies
and the eaforcement of law be endowed with a holy desire to tell
“‘the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth’ when
called upon to testify in court?

These are questions that touch the very vitals of our govern
ment. They cannot be answered by passing resolutions. They
must be solved in the home and in the school. We should bring
to their right solution every ageney and every influence at our
command.

I have endeavored at all times to give every suspicious fire, re-
ported as demanding an investigation, as prompt attention as
possible, but, owing to the fact that the field is exceedingly large
and the men &t my disposal are necessarily few, it has been im-
possible in maay instanees to give every ease either the time or the
prompt attention which its importance demanded.

I agnin bespeak for this department an additional appropria-
tion to the end that this work, as well as that of fire inspeetion,
may be made more thorough and effective,

ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS.
PORTLAND TOWNSHIP, PLYMOUTH COUNTY.

On October 2, 1913, one Ed Sanford was sentenced at Le Mars
to a term of five years in the penitentiary at i, Madison for
setting fire to a haystack in the night time, the crime having been
committed in 1910, Sanford was indieted shortly after the com-
mission of the erime but successfully eluded the authorities until
about a month before he was sentenced,

COUNCIL BLUFFS, POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY.

The ease against Mrs. M. A. Gallagher, to which reference was
made in my last annual report, came to a second trial Oetober 2,
1913, on a new indictment. To this indictment defendant filed a
demurrer on the ground of former jeopardy in the previous trial.
The eourt overruled the demurrer but intimated that certain evi-
dence used at the former trial could not be used at the second
trial, Thereupon the case was dismissed on motion of the county
attorney.
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UNIONVILLE, DAVIS COUNTY.

In the spring of 1912 a fire destroyed a house and barn owned
and occupied by one Millie Houk and her husband George W
Houk. The property was heavily insured but the loss was adju.nlmi
and paid. In the fall of 1912 this office was requested to make an
investigation of the case. During the eourse of this investigation
mueh evidence was unearthed tending to implieate both Millie
Houk and her husband in the erime of setting fire to the property
for the purpose of injuring the insurer. An indietment was later
returned against Millie Houk and her hushand by the grand jury
of Davis county charging them and others with conspiracy to h"lll';l
hot_h the barn and the house with intent to injure the insurer
This indictment is now pending in the Davis distriet ml.;rt. E

DES MOINES, POLK COUNTY.

On the evening of July 6, 1912, a fire took place i rocery
store in Des Moines, ocenpied by S,. Vinetz. F’oll)luw-?n;;ntl‘:e'mp' .t
hy t‘Iu? ‘va.arlment of information to the effect that there were

I . 5 ted with the fire igati
was made as to the cause and origin thereof, T’h: [;viil:i:;t;sau&n
greq was submitted to the grand jury and that body mturm:; .
}mllctm{‘n.t against Vinetz charging him with setting a fire m‘t:
intent _rn injure the insurer. On January 28, 1914, the ense oa
to a trinl which resulted in a verdiet of not gni.ll.}'.‘ -

CRESTON, UNION COUNTY,

A fire oceurred August 20, 1912, i ‘reston,

ing the residence of one James Balingl.n f{n MVeat;’;:SanE’;fs“m
hy_l)n-puty Tracy of this department shortly thereafter, during
which a sufficient t of evid was obtai ‘l.ovm:n.n th
grand jury's returning an indictment against James Saliugtm;
nl!m nguim.l Earl Madden and Everett Emerson charging th

yn_th conspiracy to burn the Saling property _for’ the pu ﬂn;
injuring llge insurer, Further investigation brought to lir:;:ee:i-
dence tending to show that Saling and Madden in the summer of
1911 had conspired together to burn certain property belonging
ta‘undrhnu Cromwell in order to obtain insurance money, Later
enﬁmuwnéilwuudhndingtommmuunmmmé
Earl Madden with a fire which destroyed property bolonging to
the former, loeated at Corning. All of this evidenee being pre-
mlodtolhegnndjm,amindiumantwunmdlnﬁ:t
these three persons charging them with conspiracy to burn all
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three properties. An indictment wis also returned against Mad.
den alone for arson, he being charged with setting the fire to the
Saling property at Creston in the night time. On the 5th day of
February, 1913, the case of Earl Madden eame on for trial in the
Union County Distriet Court, and after o hard fought legal battle
lusting four days, the ease was submitted to the jury which body
found Earl Madden guilty of conspiracy to burn, and he was there-
after sentenced by the court to serve a term of three years in the
penitentiary at Ft. Madison. This ease is now pending on appeal
in the supreme court.

On April 7, 1913, James Saling was tried in the same court and
on the same charge. The jury failed to agree on a verdiet in this
case and a second trial of James Suling was had, beginning Novem-
ber 17, 1913, After o three days’ trial the jury found James
Saling guilty of conspiraey to burn and he was sentenced by the
court to a term of three years in the penitentiary at Ft. Madison.

The ease against Everett Emerson who was indicted on the same
charge as Madden and Saling, is still pending.

Much eredit for these convietions is due to Deputy J. A. Tracy
for his energy and skill in seeuring evidenee, and to County At-
torney I P. Armitage and his assistant, Mr. H. E. Valentine of
Centerville, Towa, for the able manner in which they handled the
state’s side of the case in eourt,

GILMAN, MARSHALL COUNTY.

On the night of February 21, 1013, a fire broke out in a black-
smith shop at Gilman, belonging to one Ben Ingraham. In the
newly fallen snow those who eame to the fire found tracks leading
from the blacksmith shop to & building nearby. In this building
they discovered Randy Long and Dell Peeper, two men residing
at Gilman. An investigation of this fire was taken up very soon
after its oecurrence and the evidence seeured was submitted to
the grand jury of Marshall county with the result that an in-
dictment was returned against Dell Peeper and Randy Long
charging them with arson. The ease against Randy Long eame
on for trial on or abont April 10th and resulted in a verdiet of
not guilty. Shortly thereafter the court dismissed the ecase
ngainst Dell Peeper,

COUNCIL BLUFFS, POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY.

In the early part of April, 1913, a series of fires took place at
Conneil Bluffs damaging the Y. M. C. A. building at that place.
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The nature of these fires was such as to leave no doubt as to
their being of incondiary origin, and an investigation begun soon
therealter by this department brought to light evidence indieating
that the guilty person was some one thoroughly familiar with the
V. M. C. A bnilding. Suspicion finally fastened on one W. E.
Cattrell, who was then seerotary of the Y. M. C. A. When ques-
tioned elosely, Cottrell made a sort of rambling, written confes-
sion to the effect that he might have set these fires but that he
bad no elear reeollection thereof, ete., ete. Later, upon informa-
tion filed by his father, Cottroll was adjndged insane and sent to
the asylum at Clarinda.  After he had been eonfined there for
som# six weeks the superintendent of that institution decided that
Cottrell was not insane and he was discharged. A charge of
arson was then brought against him in the justice eourt at Coun-
cil Bluffs and he was bound over to await the action of the grand
jury. When that body convened at Couneil Bluffs in the fall of
1913, the evidence collected by this department was submitted to
them but they found that inasmneh as Cottrell had onee been ad-
judged insane he could perhaps not be legally convieted, and
hence they returned no indistment.
SIOUX CITY, WOODBURY COUNTY.

Tn April, 1913, a series of fires ocenrred in Sionx City, the last
three of them taking place within a half hour on the morning of
April 17th. A man found in olose proximity to the last fire was
arrested by the police. He gave his name as William F. Peebles,
An investigation of these fires was later made hy Deputy Tracy of
this department, nt which time Poobles made & confession, in
which he admitted that he had set fonr fires. On or about June
3d he was arraigned and pleaded guilty to the eharge of setting
firo with intent to burn and was sentenced to a term of five years
in the penitentiary.

CEDAR RAPIDS, LINN COUNTY.

A number of suspicious fires took place in April, 1913, in and
about Cedar Rapids, affecting especially the property of the Rock
Tsland railroad eompany. An investigation was made by this
office a to the canse and origin of these fires, with the result that
it was found that a piracy existed g several young fel-
lows working in the Roek Island shops at Cedar Rapids, said
conspiracy having for its object the burning of eertain property
belonging to the company. Two of the young men, William
Smith and William Keller, made written confessions to the effeet

.
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that on the evening of April 20th lots were east among the fellows
involved in the conspiracy to see who should set the fire and Smith
and Kelley drew the fateful numbers. They thereupon proseeded
to carry out the plot. These two parties were placed nunder ar-
rest and later bound over to the grand jury to which body all
the evidence in the case was submitted when they met in the fall
of 19M3. The grand jury, however, failed to indiet.
COUNCIL BLUFFS, POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY,

At 11 o'clock on the night of May 15th, 1913, a fire took place
in Council Bluffs partinlly destroying s house oceupied as a
residence by one W. W. Porter, There were several cireum-
stanees conneeted with the fire indicating ineendiarism and when
these were brought to the attention of this department an in-
vestigation was made at onee. A large amount of evidence was
secured tending to show that Porter had set the fire for the pur-
pose of obtaining insurance money. The man was arrested,
charged with the burning, waived to the grand jury, and in de-
fault of bond, was held in jail. On or about November 12, 1913,
he pleaded guilty to the charge of sttempting to burn s building
and was sentenced to a term of one year in the county jail.

SIOUX CITY, WOODBURY COUNTY.

AL midnight on June 13, 1913, a house at Sioux City ocenpied
as a dwelling by one Geneva Gates was damaged by fire. Several
cir t ted with this fire indicated that it was of
ineendinry origin, and one J. €. Blackburn who was rooming at
the house at the time of the fire was arrested, charged with arson,
given a preliminary hearing and bound over to the grand jury.
Later that body returned an indietment against Blackburn charg-
ing him with arson, whieh indictment is now pending in the
Woodbury Distriet Court.

BLOOMPIELD, DAVIE COUNTY.

On the night of June 18, 1913, a fire occarred at Bloomfleld
which destroyed a barn belonging to Hattie and Ella Miller, and
also damaged their residence. There were seversl suspieious

i t ted with this fire tending to show that it was
the result of design, and a request was made to this department
for an investigation. This investigation diselosed the fact that
these women had at one time been inmates of the insane asylum
at Mt Pleasant, and that there was some reason for believing
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that their minds were still unbalapeed. Charges of insanity
were filed against the women but when the case eame up before
the commissioners it was dismissed. They were then arrested on
& charge of arson and a preliminary hearing was had, the result
of which was that they were bound over to the grand jury by
which body they were later indieted, charged with arson. This
indietment is still pending.
SI0UX CITY, WOODBURY COUNTY.

On June 29, 1913, a fire damaged a house at Sioux City belong-
ing to F. J. Sulzbach. It was found upon investigation that the
house had been burglarized and one Joe Arentz was arrested
eharged with the burglary, and also with setting the fire. He
pleaded guilty to the burglary and was sentenced to a term in
the penitientiary for that erime, but he denied having set the
fire.  The supposition is that while he was prowling about the
house looking for plunder he dropped a lighted mateh from which
the fire originated.

MeCALLSBURG, STORY COUNTY.

Ou July 31, 1913, a fire oceurred at MeCallshurg burning a
barn belonging to one L, H, Bakka. One Axel Haugnes, a
young fellow living in or near the town, was suspected of having
set this fire. He was arrested, given a preliminary hearing and
bound over to the grand jory, Deputy Tracy of this department
made an investigation of the case during which evidence was ob-
tained tending to show that was of d mind. He
admitted having set the fire but gave no reason for his aet. Inas-
much as this young man had but recently come to this eountry
from Norway and seemed to be desirous of returning whenee he
had eome, the matter of his deportation was taken up hy the
county attorney with the Federal authorities, with the result that
Haugnes was deported to Norway on or about October 4, 1913,

BURLINGTON, DES MOINES COUNTY.

On August 5, 1913, at or about 10 o’clock in the morning a
straw stack belonging to a neighbor of Joseph Schmitt, near
Burlington was consumed by fire. An investigation of this fire
was made by this department, in the ecourse of which it de-
veloped that the fire had been set by Mrs. Joseph Sehmitt, she
making a confession to that effoct, giving as her reason for her
act that she wanted to see a fire. From all the facts and eir-
cumstances obtained in conneetion with this ease it was evident
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that the woman was of unsound mind. The ease is now pending,

having been submitted to the county attorney of Des Moines coun-

ty to be dealt with by him as in his judgment seems proper.
DUBUQUE, DURUQUE COUNTY.

On Sunday afternoon, August 25, 1913, an attempt was made
to burn the residence of Dr. W. P. Slattery of Dubuque. The
alarm was given by one K. C. Bergener, a young man about seven-
teen years of age living in the neighborhood. His story was
that he had gone to the Slattery home to pay a visit. He found
no one at home but Mrs. Slattery’s mother who was on the front
porch. The front door being loeked, Bergener, in order to un-
loek it, went around to the back door to get into the honse. When
he got in he elaimed he found the house on fire in several places
and he thereupon gave the alarm. After the fires had been put
out it was disecovered that the telephone wires were cut both
upstairs and down, and on a desk in the doetor’s private office
was found a blotter on which were written several words with
some pointed instrument, Bergener stated that just as he was
going into the house he had noticed some person walking rapidly
away from the place.

The case attracted eonsiderable attention, inasmuch as the cir-
cumstanees conneeted with the fire pointed unmistakably to in-
cendiarism. The newspapers contained detailed accounts of the
fire and young Bergener came in for much praise for his activity
in preventing the fire from causing more destruction than it did.

This department having been requested to make an investiga-
tion as to the canse and origin of this fire, Deputy Tracy accom-
panied by Assistant Frowick, went to Dubuque on September 4th
for the purpose of making such investigation. The evidence se-
cured indicated very strongly that Bergener was guilty of setting
these fires and he was accordingly called in and asked to give
an account of himself, He finally admitied that he had set the
fires, making a written confession to that effect. He also ad-
mitted that he had eut the telephone wires, had written the line
on the blotter and had made up the story abont secing a man
walking away from the Slattery place. Later Bergener was ar-
raigned, charged with setting out fires with intent to burn, to
which charge he pleaded guilty but was paroled by the court.

EKEOKUK, LEE COUNTY.

On the night of September 27th, 1913, a house owned by Mrs.

(. Keppel of Keokuk was damaged by fire, An investigation
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subsequent thereto disclosed evidence tending to conneet one
James Grigsby (colored) with the setting of this fire, his motive
lwing rovenge. The evidence upon being submitted to the grand
jury, that body on or about Oet. 2, 1913, returned an indictment
agninst Grigsby charging him with arson. This indictment is
now pending.

COUXCIL BLUFFS, POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY.

About midnight on November 2, 1913, a fire occurred at Couneil
Bluffs damaging o house occupied as a dwelling by one Rosario
Litaa. Upon the arrival of the fire department they found in the
kitchen of this house a bucket half full of gasoline and they also
found oil soaked paper and burlap lying on the floor. It was
evident that the fire was of inecendiary origin and this department
was immediately notified and an investigation was begun, It de-
veloped thuat the contents of the house were greatly over-insured
and in view of this eireumstance and other evidenee gathered dur-
ing the investigation, an information was filed against Rosario
Lima and one Sam Mongano charging them with the burning, and
these parties are now being held to await the action of the grand
Jury.

OBKALOOSA, MAHABKA COUNTY.

In the early part of November a strike of street ear men took
place at Oskaloosa in conneetion with which, as is usual in such
cases, there were sundry riotons ontbreaks resulting in the de-
struction of property. On the evening of November 8th a street
car was wet on fire by a mob. Pursuant to a request by Gov-
ernor Clarke, a representative of this department went to Os-
knloosa to assist the department of justice in an attempt to secure
videnee ;qinst those who might be guilty of setting fire to prop-
erty. During this investigation a large amount of evidence was
gathered and submitted to the authorities. The grand jury of
Mahaska county later returned indietments against seven persons,
among whom was one William Richmond, the latter being charged
with the erime of wilfully setting fire to the street ear referred to.
This case is now pending in the district court of Mahaska county.

DAVIS CITY, DECATUR COUNTY.
At 3:80 n. m, November 19, 1913, a restaurant building lo-
cated at Davis City was damaged by fire. It was found at the

time of the fire that a large part of the inside of the building had
been thoroughly saturated with coal oil so there eonldhfe no
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doubt but that the fire was the work of an incendiary. Sus-
picion fastened on one Alva Cox, 4 young fellow whose home is
at Leon, a nearby town, and this man was arrested, given a pre-
liminary hearing and bound over to the grand jury. An inves-
tigation was made by this office and considerable evidence was
secured which has been submitted to the county attorney as pro-
vided by law.

DEATH RECORD.

During the period covered by this report the following persons
lost their lives by fire:

HOWARD A. HAMBSCH, the two-year-old son of Amos P. Hambsch, of
Malvern, Mills county, dled January Sth as the result of burns received
when, alose in the house, he had evidently tried to pour coal oll into
the stove from a cup 38 he had seen his clders do, and his clothing
caught fire.

M8, ANNA M. EVERIST, of Sious City, Woodbury caunty, died Janvary
16th, from burng received when her clothing caught fire from a gas
heater in the bathroom.

CARL NICKLAUS, an old man of Parkersburg, Butler county, died Janu-
ary 19th, as the result of burns recelved when the house in which he
was asleep took fire. Tho cause of the fire was the explosion of an
oll stove.

DAN BROWN, of Keokuk, Lee county, died January 26th as a result of
burns recelved while he was at work in a condult tunnel. It is sup-
posed that he used gasoline to thaw out a water plpe and that an
explosion took place, setiing fire Lo the man's clothing.

MARGARETA HUENENMUELLER, of Manning, Carroll county, died as
the result of burns recelved in an accidental fire January 2Sth. She
was eighty-four years of age and feeble and It is not known exmctly
how the burning occurred.

ELIZABETH REIS, of Odebolt, Sac ty, died J y 20th as & result
of burns received when her clothing eaught fire.

MHS. FANNIE J. HARRIS, her son, MAJOR I, HARRISB, the son's wife,
DAISY R. HARRIS, and the son's two children, PERVIS, aged 9, and
ARNET, aged 7, living near Richland, Richland T ip, Keokuk
county, wera all burned to death about one o'clock A. M. January
315t when thelr home took fire, probably from an overheated stove,
and burned tb the ground.

KATHERINE E. CAMEROY, of Winterset, Madison county, died February
1st, as o result of burns recelved when she pulled a large coal oll can
down off the top of & warming closet, the ofl being spilled on the hol
stove and setting her clothing on fire. e
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PETER PETERSON, of Audubon county, died February 3d as a result of
burns recelved when his clothing eaught fire from the explosion of g
stove Into which he had poured coal oll, thinking the fire was out.

GEORGE BEAHR, of Traer. Tama county, dled February Tth as a result
of burns recelved when a gasoline can exploded by belng ignited from
n blow torch.

HARRY D. HOGAN, of Sigourney, Keokuk county, dled February 10th as
a result of burns received in an explosion when he poured kerosems
Into the kitchen stove. '

IRWIN H. LANNSPACH, the threeyearold son of A. Lanuspach, of Des
Molnes, Polk county, was burned to death February 11th when the
house caught fire from a spark fying {n through the open window.

TANA JAGER, of Germanin, Kossuth county, dled March 7th as a result of
burns recelved when the house where she was staying caught fire from
the exploajon of a gasoline torch.

HARRIET N. OSBORNE, of Denison, Crawford county, died March 10th as
o result of burns received when her clothing eanght fire from a lamp
exploston. Bhe was going upstalirs carrying a lighted lamp when she
stepped on her skirts, stumbled and dropped the lamp.

MRS. JOE C. CLARK, and her three small children, RUTH, FRANK and
ERSLINE, of Belmond, Wright county, were burned to death Mareh
18th when their house caught fire as the result of a coal stove ex-
ploston and was burned to the ground.

MARTHA M. RUHD, Davemport, Scott county, dled March 25th, as @
result of burns received when her clothing caught fire from a stick of
wood falling from the heating stove.

ANTONIO BARTELL, the Infant son of Antonlo Bartell, of Albia, Monroe
county, dled March 31st as n result of burns recelved when his older
brother struck a match and set the Infant's clothing on fire, the two
children belng alone in the house at the time,

HAZEL KIRBY, of Barnes City, Mahaska county, died April Sth as o
result of burns received when her clothing eaught fire from an
explosion ps she was pouring coal ofl Into a heating stove.

BESSIE GUIDER, a nineyear-old girl at Van Horne, Benton county, died
April 14th as a result of burns d when her clothing caught fire
mum&mmmlmhmlm:m

momawmmmm«uv.wmun-m
Polk county, died from burns April 18th, received when his clothing
caught fire from a plece of burning paper which blew against him
from a burning pile of rubbish.

NICK ARVANDITIS, of Cedar Rapids, Linn county, died April 20th, as a
result of burns d when bis clothing caught fire from an explo-

slon of gasoline with which he was trying to start i fire,

' MARY V. RUSSEL, the six-year-old daughter of Ray W, R Wichita,
. Ruseel, of
Guthrie county, died May 6th as a result of burng received when her

clothing caught fire from a
S burning straw stack near which the child
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MELVIN LAMBERTSON, a four-year-gld child of Clear Lake, Dickinson
county, died May 13th as a result of buros recelved when he got up out
of bed, struck a match and set fire to his night clothes.

JOE GIBSON, a tramp, was burned to death May 13th in a box car on the
Kapsas City Short Line mear McCallsburg, Story county. He was
stealing a ride and had evidently thrown a lighted match down on the
olly floor setting the car on fire.

MRS, CORA (. WEBB, of Highview, Hamilton county, was burned to death
May 24th when her clothing caught fire from an explosion of boiling
linseed oll on the kitchen stove.

HELEN 1. CAMPBELL, the six-yearold daughter of Mrs. Edith M.
Campbell, of Wallingford, Emmet county, died June 9th as a result of
burns received from a toy stove with which ahe was playing in the
yard.

CYNTHIA M. STREETER, of Washta, Cherokes county, died June Tth
as a result of burns reccived from an explosion of turpentine and
linseed ofl bolling on the kitchen stove,

MARTHA ARENTSEN, of Walnut, Pottawatfamie county, died June 23d as
a result of burns supposed to have been recelved from Lha explosion
of 8 kerosene lamp.

ROLAND G. ENGLE, a threeyearold child was burned to death at
Paullina, O'Brien county, July 26th, when his clothing caught fire as a
result of his playing with matches.

CHARLES A. VAN VLECK, of Des Molnos, Polk county, died August Gth
as a result of being sullocated when his bouse caught fire.

RUTH C. BEADE, a two-year-old child at Kellerton, Ringgold county, died
August 9th when her clothing caught fire as o result of her playing
with matches.

BLIZABETH WELCH, of Center Junction, Jones county, died August 11th
as @ result of burns received when she attempted Lo start o fire with
conl ofl, the ean from which she poured the ofl containing gasoline
instead, which exploded fmmediately upon the striking of the match.

ALLEN ACHUFF, the threeyear-old son of Arthur Achuff, of Waterloo.
Black Hawk county, died August 16th as s result of burns received
when his clothing caught fire from matches with which he was playlng.

MINNIE S8CHAAPVELD, of Lone Tree, Johnson county, died August 17th
as a result of burns ived from an exploslon of i

MRS, T. H. LUNEMAN, eighty-one years of age, Was burned to death
August 30th at ber home at La Porte City, Black Hawk county, when
ber clothing caught fire from a gasoline stove.

THE STERNWE!S FAMILY, near Waupeton, Dubuque county. About
midnight, August 21st, a fire destroyed the dwelling house, barn and
corn crib on the farm of Henry Sternwels. In the ruins were found
the charred remains of Mr. Sternwels, his wife, s boy of eight, a girl
of five, and an infant eight months old, The cause of this fire 18
unknown.

T —
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|UNKNOWN PERSON, probably a tramp, was burned to death in a fire
which destroyed the barn of Thomas Felper, near Orchard, Floyd
county, August 26th.

GEORGE E. STONEBREAKER, the four-yearold son of Joe Stonebreaker,
af lowa Falls, Hardin county, died August Z7th as a result of burns
reciodved when his clothing caught fire while he was playing with
older boys who had a torch, a can of kerosene and a bonfire. The can
of oll was kicked over and the child’s clothing saturated with the oil

MARY E BYRNE, of Hawkeye, Fayette county, died September 10th as a
result of burna received from the explosion of a gasoline flat iron.

W. C. JOHNSON, n man 852 years of age, living at Kellerton, Ringgold
eounty, was burned to death September 16th when the house in which
be lived caught fire and burned to the ground. the old man being unable
to get oul

MRS MILLS B, ALLDREDGE and MIS88 HUTSON, of Des Moines, Polk
county, came (o thelr deaths on the morning of October 17th when
their house caught fire, burning so rapidly that the two women were
unable to sscape,

1. 0. BISHOP and J. E. WILKINS, of Murray, Clarke county, were burned
o death October 18th when a garnge and blacksmith shop in which
they wera working took fire as a result of an oxplosion of gasoline.

MRS, MARY ERPELDING, of Bode, Humboldt eounty, burned to death
November lat, presumably as a result of her clothing catching fire
from an explosion of stove pollsh.

MRS. ALEINDA FLESHEHR, of Liberty Center, Warren county, died
November 13th as a result of burns ived when her clothing eaught
five from a spark from the stove.

MRS, HERT KAPPLE and two-year-old son, DONALD KAPPLE, were
burned to death November 18th at thelr howme {n Clarinda, Page county,
s & result of the woman's clothing catohing fire when shé dropped a
lamp she wis earrying opstaire,

WILLIAM B, EZELL, of Centerville, Appanoose county, was burned to
death November 28th when tho house in which he lived caught fire and
burned 10 the ground. It fa supposed that this man was drunk snd
hnd probably set fire to the house. -

MRS, BD. HOXEY, of Storm Lake, Buena Vista county, dled December 17th
as & result of burns received when hor clothing caught fira from burn-
Ing floor polish which was being heated on an open fire and bolled over.

TOBIAS SEVERSON, of Kelly, Story county, was burned to death Decem-
ber 22d when the house In which he Hved caught fire. The man was
elghty-three years of age and infirm, and the bullding burned so rap-
idly that he was unable to get out.

MRS. F. M. BALES, of Falrfiold, Jeffersan county, died December 224 as a
result of burna recelved when ber clothing caught fire from a gas stove.

Of the sixty-three persons mentioned above, who came to their
deaths as & result of being burned, twenty-six were women and
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tweuty-one children, In twenty-one enses of fire fatal to life coal
oil or gasoline was involved, 1In seven eases the person who was
burned to death tried to start or quicken a fire by the use of oil.
Nine children were burned as a result of playing with matches or
fire or in close proximity to a bonfire.

A part of the information confained in the above record of
deaths was secured from the records of the Department of Vital
Statisties connected with the State Board of Health.

BUILDING CODES AND ORDINANCES.

Realizing that the construction of buildings in our eities and
towns is closely related to the work of fire prevention, I have
given much itime and thought to the matter of better building
regulations. My views upon this subject are quite fully set out
in an address delivered by me before the League of Towa Munioi-
palities at Marshalltown on September 23d last, which is respect-
fully submitted herewith :

During the year 1912 the per capita fire loss in the United
States exceeded $2.31. During the same period the per eapita loss
in six of the leading nations of Europe was less than 40 cents.
While there are o number of contributing eanses to this excessive
loss in our country, the ehief canse undoubtedly relates to or grows
out of the building eonditions in our cities and towns.

This is a8 yet a comparatively new country and our state is a
young state, Within the memory of many men now living, the
greater portion of Tows was an open prairie, not only devoid of
cities and towns, but having very few farm houses. Our growth
has been rapid and marvelous, but the speed with which our
prairvies have been settled and our cities and towns have been
built, has been at the expense of durability.

It has only been during the last dozen years that any real fire-
proof buildings have been erected anywhere in the state. It is a
source of satisfaction, however, to be able to state that there has
been, and now is a real awakening to the necessity of better build-
ings in our cities and towns, and that during no like period of
time have so many substantinl business buildings been erected—
buildings that are very nearly or quite fire-proof—as during the
past two or three years.

Unfortunately the civie pride which stimulates one property
owner to build in the very best possible manner does not govern
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the wetions of his neighbor, and for that resson it has become
necessary to provide by law for the adoption of fire limit ordi-
nanees, and to prohibit within such limits the erection of buildings
or additions thereto, unless such buildings conform to certain gen-
eral direetions.

Prior to the enactment of Chapters 63 and 64 of the Acta of the
25th General Assembly, the only power which cities and ineor.
porated towns p 1 in the matter of regulating the construe-
tion of buildings, is set out in Sec. 711 of the Code, which reads as
follows :

They (cltles or towns) shall have power to make regulations against
danger from aceldents by fire or electrical apparatus, to establish fire
Hmnits, and to prohibit within such limits the ercction of any bullding or
addition thereto, unless the outer walls be made of brick, irom, stone,
martar or other non-combustible material, with fireproof roofs, and to pro-
vide for (he removal of any structure erected contrary to such prohibition.

Our supreme court has held in the case of Des Moines vs. Gilerest,
67 fowa, 210, that no ordinance establishing fire limits and pro-
hibiting the ercction of wooden buildings within such limits could
be legally passed, except in aceordance with the provisions of this
section.

A eareful reading of the section quoted will convinee anyone
that it was wholly inadequate to the present day needs of build-
ing regulations, for, while it gave the municipality power to pro-
hibit the erection of buildings unless the outer walls be made of
certain non-combustible material therein specified, and with fire-
proof roofs, it did not give power to regulate or preseribe how the
interior of o building must be constrneted. Bxperience has shown
that the term ‘‘fire-proof roof’’ is a very elastie one if left to the
Jjudgment, caprice or favoritism of the particular officer in charge
of the enforeement of the ordinance.

In not a few cities and towns having limit ordinances drawn
almost in the identical language of Section 711 of the Code, the
aulhoﬂﬁuhaupmnitwdlhcuuﬁono!hmbuﬂdimwixh-
in the *‘fire limit distriet,”” with only a thin covering of eorru-
qudm.mdhavanhmﬂywﬂthuthilwnammpﬁmu
with the requirements of the statute and the ordinanee which
provided that the outer walls must be of ‘‘non-combustible
material,”

Not until quite reeently has our highest court had oeeasion to
pass upon the question, what eonstitutes an ‘‘outer wall.”” In
the case otlfnnn-mnn-lmhor Co. vi. Storm Lake, 151 Towa,
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130, our supreme court held that the outer wall when construeted
of brick, stone or eement must be of sufficient thickness to be
self-supporting, and that a sheathing of corrugated iron does not
comply with an ordinanee enacted in conformity with See. T11 of
the Code.

The court, however, held in this same cuse that & non-combustible
preparation used as the outer covering of a roof, although sup-
ported underneath by boards and rafters of lumber, is a rea-
sonable compliance with an ordinanee requiring ** fire-proof roof."’

In view of the fact that the power of cities and towns to adopt
adequate building rvegulations was greatly cirenmsevibed by the
provision of the Code, the enactment by the Thirty-fifth General
Assembly of Chapters 63 and 64 was an exemplification of leg-
islative wisdom and foresight, the value of which only the future
can fully demonstrate. Said ehapters read as follows:

Chapter 63. “Cities and towns, including cities under special charter
and cities under the commission form of government, shull have the power
to adopt by ordinance, a building code, providing for the districting of
#uch citles into one or more districts, establishing reasomable rules amid
regulations for the erection, reconstruction and isspection of bufldings of
all kinds within their limits and for a fee for such inspection and pro-
viding penalties for violation thereof.”

Chapter 64. “Cltles, Including citles ncting under speclal charters and
cities neting under commission form of government. and towns shall have
power to make regulations for protection agalnst fire and electrical appa-
ratus, to establish fire limits, to prohibit within such limits the erection of
ull bulidings, and structures of every kind, additions thereto, substantinl
nlterations thersof {nvolving partial rebullding, not constructed of fire
proof materials, in whole or in part, as prescribed by ordinance, and to
remave or take down any bullding or structure or part thereof erected
contrary to such ordinances and to collect the cost thereof from the
awner.”

The difference between the provisions of Chapler 64 and See-
tion T11 of the Code, for which it is a substitute is this:

That while the latter only authorized eities and towns to pro-
hibit the onter walls and roof from being construeted of com-
bustible material, but gave no power to preseribe or regulate
the interior construction, which is quite as important, the new
law gives the munieipality full power to provide that fire-proof
material must be used thronghout both in the exterior and in the
interior construetion.

Chapter 63 gives to cities and towns the general power to
adopt, by erdinance, a building code. If such a code he adopted
it should set forth with reasonable detail the requirements for

_—-—-—_.p_._—;-‘
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the erection of the buildings within the particular district ineluded
within the territory designated as the fire limit distriet.

Having thus been given ample power to regulate both the inner
and the outer construetion of buildings within their territory,
it is ineumbent wpon the various municipalities to take action
so that the power conferred may be duly exereised.

Some of the states in the east, notably Ohio, have had under
consideration for some time the adoption of a comprehensive
building eode which is to be made a part of the statutes of the
state.

From the standpoint of enforeibility 1 can see pood reasons
why such a eode would be desirable, although there might arise
questions s to whether or not it could be adapted to the peenliar
needs of all the various eities and towns of our state. Then, too,
T doubt if public opinion has as yet been sufficiently erystallized,
or ¢ven formed, in relation to this matter, so that a reasonably
satisfactory code eould be adopted and enforeed.

I am, however, firmly of the opinion that the state should by
law provide certain minimum requirements as to the construetion
of buildings within the fire limits fixed by the people of any par-
tieular municipality. The statatory provisions should lay down
certain general principles of construction, leaving it to the particu-
lar eity or town to prepare & code or ordinanee in detail, but pro-
viding that the same must be in harmony with the general require-
ments laid down in the statnte.

While T do not wish at this time to attempt to formulate a gen-
eral plan for such a law or ordinance, I desire, however, to sug-
west a fow gencral prineiples which ought to be kept in mind both
in the enpetment of additional legislation and in the adoption of a
municipal building ecode or ordinanee,

1. Foundation. Due attention should be given to the construe-
tion of the foundation of every building. The thickness-of the
sume should be based upon the height of the building and conse-
quent width of the walls, and the depth at whieh the foundation
should be placed in the gronnd should be governed by the same
prineiples. If there be no hasement, provision should be made for
placing the foundation below the frost line,

2. The Chimney, Minimum requirements should be
for the material, size and construetion of all chimneys i:m
buildings as well as in dwellings. -

3. The Walls. Provision should be made for the minimum
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thickness of all walls and also of all partition walls and the kind
of material of which such walls should be constructed should be
sot out.

4. The Roof. It is not sufficient that the roof be designated
as fire-proof for experience has shown that this term admits of a
wide range of construetion. The ordinance or eode should specify
the general kinds or classes of material that should be used in the
roof and how the same should be supported.

5.  Imterior Construction. Provision should be made for the
inlerior construction, especially as to girders, rafters and beams.

6. Stairways and Elevators. All stairways should be of non-
combustible material and all elevator shafts should be enclosed in
the same material, and provision should be made for the antomatie
closing of all doors leading to elevator shafts, thus preventing
them from becoming, what they too often are, in case of fires,
ehimneys or ventilating flues.

7. Windows. Provision should be made for window shutters
or else for wire sereened windows.

8. Hrating. Specific regulation should be made for the instal-
lation of heating plants. If stoves be used, provision should be
made for the protection of the floor and that no iron flue pass
through wooden partitions. If furnace be used, provision should
be made for its location and how far it should be from the floor or
ceiling. If steam heating plant be installed, the same general pro-
visions as to safety should he made.

0. Lighting. TP electric lights be used, the installation and
wiring should be passed upon by a competent clectrician. If gas
be used, provision should be made for cutting off the gas on the
outside of the bmilding in emergencies,

10. Fire Escapes and Water Pipes. Provision should be made
for the equipment of all buildings of three or more stories with
ample fire eseapes, and water pipes shonld also be installed the en-
tire height of the building.

The above outline should apply to business huildings in general,
loeated within the fire limit distriet, but not to mills, elevators or
factories of various kinds, the construection of which should be
rogulated by specific ordinance.

Special ordinances should also be provided for the construetion
and equipment of opera houses, moving picture shows and other
places where large numbers of people gather, the point to be kept
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in view in all snch cases being the safety of life, as well as the pro-
teetion of property.

As recommended in my last annnal report to the governor, I am
thoroughly convineed that in the future no hotel, opera house or
other place of public entertainment should be ereeted in any eity
unless the same be fire.proof. [ am furthermore of the opinion
that eities should limit by ordinance the height of all business
buildings to be erected therein, and that no building should exeeed
pight stories in height unless the same is absolutely fire-proof. By
that I mean that no wooid or combustible muterial should be used
in any part of its construetion. For sanitary reasons na well as for
safety no school huilding should be more than two stories high.

1 shall not enter upon a discussion of the question as to the ad-
visability of adopting a comprehensive building eode by aet of the
legislature. Possibly we are not as yet prepared for that. Tn my
opinion the time will eventually come when city building will have
o be regulated by statute to & greater extent than it is today. The
great difficulty, both in relation to eity ordinances and statutory
provisions, is the enforeement of such provisions. It is of little use
1o ennet laws or adopt ordinances that are not enforeed. On the
other hand, it will not do for legislators and ecity afficials to sit
back and wait until a demand is made by the people for more
stringent building regulations.

In this matter, as in many others pertaining to the welfare of
our cities and towns, the officials who have practical knowledge of
their needs must take the initiative. We are still living in an age
of cheapness, and so long as the poorly construeted fire trap rents
as readily as the fire-proofl building there is not much encourage-
ment to the builder or property-owner to build as he ought.
Eventually the compelling power must come from the law-makers
of the state, with an eye solely to the safety of life and the protec-
tion of property.

My concluding thought, then, is that certain general prineiples
containing minimum requirements relative to the constrnetion of
buildings in cities and towns might well be enacted into law, leav-
ing it to the various municipalities to fill out or enlarge upon the
skeleton so outlined. If, in the enforeement of law or ordinances
the city and the state are united, there will be no difficulty in se-
curing the ohject of the law, If they be mot united, little will be
neeomplished

To my mind there is no more important subject before this body
than that of building fer the future. Jowa may never have a great
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metropolis. It now Les a multitude of enterprising, prosperous
and progressive cities and towns. If these cities and towns would
keep pace with the development of the nation and the age, they
must build better buildings and thus render life and property
within their borders not only more attractive but more secure.

INFLAMMABLE OILS.

Carelessness in the storage, handling and nse of gasoline, kero-
sene and other highly infl ble and explosive oils p ts an
ever increasing danger not only to property but to human life.

During the year, 186 fires, involving a loss of $125,841, were re-
ported to this office, which were traceable directly to this cause,

While the earelessness and indifference of the individual user
can only be reached by edueation, the carel of the dealer
should be reached by proper ordinances or specific statute.

In no case should gasoline or other highly inflammable or volatile
oils in any quantity be stored or permitted to remain in any place
of business but should be stored in a detached building, or, better
still, underground,

The manner of conducting the public automobile garage which
is found in nearly every town, as well as in the eity, should receive
earnest attention upon the part of all munieipal officers who are
concerned in fire prevention. During the pust year 50 garages
were reported to this office as having been destroyed by fire, in-
volving a loss amounting to $115,684.

For the benefit of cities and towns which might desire to adopt
an ordinanece relating to this subjeet, I submit the following, which
has been adopted by the National Fire Protection Association:

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE AUTOMOBILE GARAGES.

Be It Ordained by IR ....oovviviviriinas
....................... as follows:
Secriox 1. By the term “Public or Commercial Garage” is meant a
bullding or that portion of a building wherein are kept more than three
automobiles or motor cars charged with or containing a volatile inflam-

mable liquid for fuel or power.

Where any portlon of a building In used for a garage, the garage shall
be d d to emb all of the bullding not d from the garago
proper by standard fire walls. All openings in such walls shall be protected
on both sides by standard fire doors, constantly closed except When neces
sarfly lly opened for
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A privete garage bouwsiog not more than three automoblles If within
fifteen (15) fect of any other bullding must be of incombustible material.

Sso. 2. By the term “Volatile Inflammable Liquid” s meant any Mquld
that will emit Inflammable vapor at a lemperature halow elghty (80)
degrees Fahrenheit,

Sec. 2. No frame buflding shall be used as a public or commercial
garage, and no bullding exceeding one story In height shall ba used as
such garage within the fire limits unless it be of fireproof construction.
No basement or cellar shall be allowed under such garage, nor shall any
bullding be used as wuch garage unless the floor on which automoblles con-
taining volatile Infl ble liquids are stored shall be of concrete, or
other saltabie non hainy aaals

8re. 4. No stove, forge, torch, boller or other furnace, and no flame or
fire shall be used or allowed In any garage. All eleoctric ﬂrmm and

motors oot actually part of the iblle, except proof” or
fully enclosed motors, shall be Imtnd nut less than five feet above tha
foor, All 1 lights so | d as to ba d to hani

Injury shall be protected by approved wire guards, and ail arc lamps shall
be 80 located as to be safe from mechanleal Injury, and shall be of the
enclosed type: approved re-enforced cord must be used where lamps are
used for portalile purposes, Movable incandescent lights in a garage shall
be protected by approved metal guards and ghall be fitted with keyless
nockets, and all electrle switches and plugs shall be wmenu; located at
lenst five feet above the fNoor, and losed In a firep The
entlre i shall to the rules contained in the
lltﬂtadillﬂutlhoNlthu!MeﬂCnd&

Bec. 5. Ne volatile inflammable liquld shall be kept or carried in open
mm-m-Mmmunwmamnhdm
except into approved safety cans of a city not ng five gall
each, and then, with the exception of llqul.dl with lhlhmuu above 80
degreee Fahronhelt, only for the purpose of Immediately filllng the tanks
of automobiles contained in a garage. In lleu of the above safety cans,
portable filling tanks, not to exesed sixty (60) gallons in capacity, may be
used for transporting volatile inflammable liguid to and from the storage
tanks for filing and charging the automobile. The sald portable tanks
shall be supported on rubbertired wheels and liguids must be drawn by
means of a tightfitting pump, Hose attachment must not exceed ten
feet In length, equipped at the end with a shut-off valve.

S0, 6, No volatlls infiammable liguid shall be allowed to run upon
the floor or to fall or pass into the draloage system of a garage, nor shall
mnnauqmummmummmmu.umm
any light or fire on the same is burning.

Sec, 7. Where 1 is Installed or placed in a
nmummmmmmmmmm
the biles to be ch shall be placed within a room separated
from the main garage by fireproof walls, which wall shall not be Interior
in fireresisting qualities to tion four inchos
in thickness; any openings from sald room into the main garage shall be
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protected Ly self-closing fire doors, and door =llls shall be ralsed at least
elght Inches above the foor lovel.

Sec. 8. No person shall emoke {n any garage. A notice in large letters
“NO SBMOKING" ghall be kept displayed In a conspleuous place and
manner on all floors and at the entrance of all garages,

Sgc. 9. On Llle dloor of every garage there shall be constantly kept
and Intal on les filled with sand to be used In
absorbing waste oils on the Boor in addition thereto sand shall be kept on
every floor in boxes or buckets provided with hand scoops to be used for
fire extinguishing purposts only. There shall be one such box or bucket
for each two thousand square feet of floor area or fraction thereof, or in
lieu of such boxes or buckets there may be maintained a cart on wheels
filled with sand, such cart to hold not less than four cuble feet of sand.

Beo. 10. There shall be malntained at lenst one chemical fire ex-
tingulsher for each two thousand square feet of floor space or fraction
thereof.

Sec. 11 Belf-closing metal cans set firmly on fourinch legs shall be
kept on all floors of every garage, into which all Inflammable waste
materials shall be deposited at all times when not In use, and there shall
be one such can for each twenty-five hundred square feet of floor area or
fraction thereof. The contents of ull waste cans shall be removed from
the building daily.

8rc. 13, Calclum earbide shall be kept in alr-light contalners of non-
combustible material, preferably galvanized iron of not less than 18 U, 8.
metal gauge, with bottom at least six Inches above the foor, and having

fastened le closing covers.

8o, 13, Two printed coples of this ordinance sball be kept comaplo-
ucusly posted on each floor of every public or commercial garage.

See. 14.  Any person, firm, or corporation who shall violate any of the
provisions of this ordi shall be d d guilty of n misdemeanor, and
upon convietion thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less than
five dollars (§5.00) nor more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

Exc, 15.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the fore-
golng are hereby repealed.

See. 16. This ordinance stall take effect and be in force from and after
its passage.

iy

LIGHTING.

The kerosene lamp is fast going the way of the tallow candle
as a means of lighting, not only in our cities and towns but even
in many farm homes. Lighting by electricity is becoming more
and more common snd when properly installed it is not only
cleanly but reasonably safe.
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Our observation, however, has convineed us that much of the
eloctric wiring done in the past is unsafe either by reason of im-
proper installation of the wires or beeause the motors or generators
are overloaded.

During the year 45 fires were reported as being due to defective
electrie wiring, involving a loss of $62,032. T have no doubt but
that this loss is not overstated, but am rather inclined to the
opinion that a number of the fires whose cause is designated as un-
known may be traced to this same souree.

Provision should he made by ordinance in every city or town
Where an eleetric lighting plant is operated, for the thorough in-
speetion by a competent eleetrician of all wiring installed.

In addition to the gas for light and fuel manufactured in most
of our cities there are n number of special devices or preparations
for generating gases for lighting purposes, which have been placed
upon the market during the last few years, The variety of these
methods or systems is such that a word of caution may not be out
of order, as every little while some new plan or scheme is proposed
along this line. As a rule the person who places these devices upon
the market is interested in making a sale and for that reason pre-

sents their good points but never refers to their possible dangers.

To all those who contemplate the installation of special lighting
plants, T would suggest that they thoroughly investigate, first, the
safety, and secondly, the serviceability of the proposed system.

Generally speaking, the material of which the gas is made should
be placed and kept ontside the building which is to be lighted.

MOVING PICTURE SHOWS.

During the past year, the department has had numerous re-
quests to insp ‘mving,“..shows,etpeciallytheboo&lin
which the machines are operated, as well as the exits. As nearly
every town and city in the state has one or more of these places
of amusement and ag they are frequently erowded, a good share of
the time by women and children, wo have deemed it of the utmost
fmmﬂmthatthuphmhlmngedmdmdneudnuw
w&ah@m&cmﬁﬂowwmmwhmvﬁt

Forlhelnidmeo!eitymd town officials who may not have an

i mmminzthhmbjwt,lwmampecﬂnﬂywmﬂn
folluuiin!. whiuhhulbeappmﬂo!thexaﬁm.lﬁui‘mﬁm
mdlhofthemtiamllhudufmumz
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AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE EQUIPMENT AND OPERATION
OF PICTURE MACHINES AND PREMISES WHEREIN
THE SAME ARE OPERATED.

Ite it Ordained by the ... ... i el el R cooas O IRE L ol as D
Sa e R L Ly e as follows: .

Seeron 1. By the term “Pleture Machine, as used in the following
sections, is meant any machine or device operated by or with the ald
of electricity, calclum Hght or other illuminant, and adapted or used to
project upon a screen or other surface pletorfal representations in which
inflammable films are used.

Spr, 2. From and after the af this ordi no plet ma-
chine shall be Installed, maintained, operated or Heensed, exoept when In
conformity with the provisions of this ordinance.

A=A . 15 Sociomsd

Ske, 3. Every plcture or shal
within a booth, to be not less than 6x8 feet In slze and 7 feet high, the
frame of which shall be composcd of angle lron not Jess than 1% Inch
by 1% by %inch, properly braced to secure rigidity, and securely riveted
or bolted at the joints. Ewvery such booth shall be sheathed and rn:!a:
with sheet iron of not less than No. 20 U, 8 meotal gauge, or with 14 h:‘
hard asbesios board securely riveted or bolted to the angle iron l’r::;
or 2 Inches of solld metal lath and Portland cement plaster may be . s

(n) The booth ghall be floored with the same materinl as the sldes
and roof, riveted to the lron frame and covered with some non-conduct:

material.
m‘(b) The entrance door Into the booth shall be no larger than !fe:: z
5 feot, of the same consiruction as the booth, and so n.rn:nd 2y
close automatically by metal rope and welight attachment, or by a spring
of wufficlent strength and tenslon to keep the nnnrﬂn:ur:'lr t.:lm Al
The orifice or opening for the op: s 3 rough
tb:?kture Is thrown, shall not be larger than 6 inches by rl:e:::: .1;:
shall be provided with a gravity door of the same const ganrex
booth, which door shall be held open b:.f;lll:::' 11?::.;’:::.1 A i
fing cords, so arranged that onp of tl plogees gt il
in the slide of the apparatus, or the
Arranged ua 10 b bormmally thosed and Beld open by pressure of fhe
operator’s fool. 5 ;.

”td} All shelves, furniture and fixtures 'mmtlommuﬂalm e :onc;
structed of Incombustible material, and no col iy 4
sort whatever shall be permitted or allowed to be within suc axcop

1he s il Jo N SEERES 3% 0 S twelve inches In
(e) Each booth must have an opening not less than twel
dlameter, for ventilation, which must be lu!l:! to m‘ry mm e
ductor pipe for exhausting the hot air g at n g dgpdomyy
Connection for ventilation should ‘::‘ut to
order to carry off hot alr or cxplosive gases.
~ % .::m machines shall be equipped with Incombustible
"‘f.",‘" iving and dellyering the films during the operation of
th uw‘~ must be provided and placed lu front of the
e
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rondonser of the machine, so arranged that same can be Instantly closed by
ihe operator. Films mot In the machine shall be kept within the booth
enclosing the machine in metal boxes, with tight-ftting covers. Hot
carbons taken from the lamps shall be depesited in a metal receptacie.

See. 5. Portable cords shall not be allowed within the booth unleas the
same |8 pertinent to a proper conoection to the lantern itself, and in ali
other respects the electrical wiring must be In accordance with the rules
and requirements for electrie wirlng embodled in the Natfonal Electrical
Code. Ench lamp connected with a picture machine must he provided with
a separate switch located within the hooth. There shall alse be two
switches controlling the lights In the exhibition room, one of which shall
be operated from the booth and the other so placed that it Is within the
reach of the tleket taker or other person alationed at the entrance door,
There shall be provided a separate syatem of lighting, controlled by
switchen located within the reach of the ticket taker operating red signal
lamps, and there shall be one such lamp placed at cach exit, with a sign
marked “EXIT" in letters not less than five Inches high, The location
af theso signs and lights shall be determined by the Chief of the Fire
Dopartment.

Sweo. 6, No picture ‘hine shall be Installed intained or A |
In any building that does not abut directly upon a street, and in no case
shall the maln floor of such exhibition reom be more than four feet above
or below the adjoining street level. To overcome any difference of level
on the ground floor gradients shall be employed of not over one foot in
ten feot: no steps shall be permitted. Exit doors must be at the level of
the sidewalk. In exhibition rooms di Iy abutting upon one street, the
booth enclosing the picture machine shall be placed at that end of the
room which {s opposite and farthest from the street, or on a balcony. No
room to be used as an exhibitfon room unless it has at least one separate
and distinet exit In addition to the front exit. In exhibition rooms located
at the corner and dl.m:tly abutting upon two stroets, or on n street and
an alley, the hooth encl the 1 may bo located at the end of
the room opposite to and farthest from elther strest or alley. Every

in
fastened to the floor and shall be so arranged that there will not be more
#lx seats between an afsle and a wall and not more than twelve

~ No #tage, platform or scenery shall be placed, malntalned or allowed
to remaln in any exhibition room for pleture machines unless of fire-
tod : .

(if
H
i
£ig
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Sec. 7. Incandescent electrie lamps shall be used throughout for border
lights, footlights and stage purposes.

8ro, 8. No individual, partnership or corporation shall be permitted
to conduct the business of moving pleturd exhibitions, s herein described,
until the applicant therefor has procured from the Chief of the Fire
Depariment his certificate that the premises where the exhibitions are to ba
given and the apparatus used In connection with the sald exhibitions are
In | with this ordi

Spc. 9, The Chief of the Fire Dopartment ghall have authority and It
shall be his duty to revoke the leense Issued to any person, firm or cor-
poration for ducting or maintalning pleture hine exhibitions, when
he shall be satisfied that such llcensen has violated any of the provisions
of this ordinance. Provided, however, befors rovoking such Iicense oppor-
tunity shall be given such llcenses to appear befors sald Chief of the
Firo Depurtment and show, if posaible, eause why the same should not
be rovoked.

8re. 10, The requirements hercln numed wo far as Installation of
moving picture device and the construction and location of booth are
concerned shall apply to theatres, churches, schools and public halls.

8. 11.  Any person or perzons found gulity of violation of any of the
provisions of this ordinance or failing to comply with the terms thereof,
shall be fined not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than twenty-
five dollars ($25.00) for each offense, and overy day of malntenance of
prohibited conditions shall constitute a separate offense.

8ro. 12. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the
foregolng are hereby repealed.

Seo, 13, This ordinance shall take effect and be In force from and after
it passage.
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STATISTICAL INFORMATION.

As a part of this report, I have appended hereto five tables as
follows :

TABLE NO. L

The footings of this table have been briefly set out in the in-
troductory portions of this report. By months the fire losses and
the number of fires reported to this office for the year 1913 were
us Tollows:

Month. No. of Firos. Loss,
Janmry ..o § 511,247
February 538,386
Maureh . 474,202
April .. 549,633
May ... 251,893
June ... e pe 420,078
T s v e s et 2 412,542
August ...... raas . 782,537
September 318 436,502
October . .. T44,570
November 614,878
Decomber . .. ¢ 377089
s AR NS TR R S e 3,600 $6.202.645

The abnormally large fire loss during the month of April is ac-
counted for by the fires which destroyed the Julian Hotel and the
Cooper Wagon Factory, both at Dubuque, on the 7th and Sth,
respoetively, of that month. The loss resulting from these two
fires aggregated $421,108.

The otherwise large loss in the month of August was further
augmented by the Creston fire which oceurred on August 30th
destroying the eold storage plant of Swift & Co., and some adjoin-
ing buildings, entailing & loss of $155,300.

The exceedingly large October loss was oceasioned by the fire at
Ottumwa which oceurred on the 19th of that month, destroying
the Ont Hard Company’s building and other adjoining
property, resulting in a total loss of $332 790,

There were two large fires in the month of November, increasing
the aggregale loss of that month; to-wit, the fire at Davenport
on November 13th, destroying the Schmitt property valued at
#142,901, and the fire which destroyed the plant of the Atlantic
Canning Company at Atlantic on Novembor 22d, resulting in a
loss of $114,000.

STATE FIRE MARSHAL a8

TABLE NO. 1L

Table No. IT contains a list of the kinds of structures destroyed
or damaged, the value of the buildings, the damsge thereto, the
value of the eontents, the damage thereto, and the character of
the buildings.

Classified by nse the ten highest classes of property affected by
fires come in the following order:

BPWEIRIE = 5 s v vy e mony o pinys pipmse s s dems e va oo Ao

Hay, aﬂ‘i‘n' ‘and straw stacks .
T R e i S a8

BARN FIRES,

In my last report, T called attention to the large number of
barn fires which annually ocenr. As most of these affected farm
barns which were without any fire protection, the loss to buildings
and contents was almost total.

During the year 1913, 656 barns were destroyed or damaged,
representing a value in buildings smounting to $687,611 aml a
total damage to buildings in the amount of $528,018; value of con-
tents, $437439, and damage to contents, $375,809,

As was the ease a year ago, 8o now the decidedly greater num-
ber of barn fires oceurred in the last half of the year or from July
first, 1913, to January first, 1914, Of the 656 barn fires in 1915,
210 ocenrred during the first six months and 446 during the lnst
six months, This large diserepancy between the losses on barns
in the winter and spring and those in the summer and fall, must
be accounted for, in part at least, as suggested in my former re-
port, upon the theory that many of the fires were the result of
spontaneons combustion eaused by the storing and close packing
of hay before the same was properly cured. The correctness of
this theory is further fortified by the fact that of the 446 barn
fires oceurring during the last six months of the year, 222 oecurred
during the two months of August and September,

Undoubtedly the careless smoker and the man who scatters
matches and mateh heads wherever he goes are also responsible for
a great many of these fires.
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The average farm barn as found in Towa today, containing as
it does high grade live stock and otheér valuable products of the
farm, represents an investment, the loss of which is often severely
felt, and for that reason slone it is important that the greatest
care be exercised for the safety of these buildings. This is the
only remedy I can suggest.

TABLE NO. 1IL I
This table contains a summary of the causes of the fires reported,

with the number of properties destroyed or damaged from each
canse and the amount of the damage to the buildings and contents.

Classified in their order by , the ten highest el are as
follows:
Cause. Number. Atnetiit.
DRRDOWIL oo i v svbna v hs i ssansons ve 064 $2,880,982

Sparks from flue
Adjoining fires
Defective flue

Lightning ..... . 2T 402,670
Spontaneous combustion . . 153 468,509
Incendiary and probably incendiary 116 147,118
Children and matches 98 52,280
Sparks from locomotive 101,576
Smokers' carelessness 85,060

L e 2,068 $5,473,642

-

The fires reported as of incendiary or probably incendiary origin
during the year 1913 number 116 or 3 & per cent of the total
number of fires reported, while the loss from said couse during the
year aggrogates $147,118, or 2 % per cent of the total loss,

During the year 1912 the incendiary or probably incendiary
fires amounted to 8  per cent of the total number of fires ra-
ported, while the loss from said eause during that year amounted
to 2 § per cent of the total fire loss of the state.

During the last six months of the year 1911, that being the first
six months of the existence of the state fire marshal's office, the
incendiary or probably incendiary fires reported amounted to
m?ruthnnlwmto!mml number of fires and the loss from
said canse during the same period was more than 10 per cent of
the total loss then reported,

The number of fires of “‘unknown origin’' still eontinues to
head the list, both ns to number and amount of damage. What a
Mmrhhmmlﬂeﬂt;e&uwiﬂndaﬂnlm&umh

! No doubt the midnight incendiary and the
cowardly sneak who sells out to some insurance company play a
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wot unimportant part in these fires of unknown origin. But the
greater number of them are due to carelessness and want of clean-
liness, The dirty basement and attie, the unsafe and sooty chim-
uey, the improperly installed heating or lighting system, the in-
flammable oils carelessly stored and handled, the matches and
mateh heads promiscuously scattered sbout, the smoker and his
ubiquitous pipe or cigar, each and all contribute to the great un-
known eause of fires.

The past vear, like the two preceding ones, experienced quite a
number of destructive lightning fires. 1 am firmly of the opinion
that a well constructed lightning rod, thoroughly grounded, serves
as & preventive of lightning fires. I am strengthened in this con-
vietion by the fact that of the 540 lightning fires reported to this
office since the first of July, 1911, only three affected property pro-
tected by lightning rods, and in at least one of these three cases
the rods were old and defective.

The year 1913 was a severe one, so' far as fire losses in Towa
were concerned ; the total loss exceeding that reported for 1912 by
#1,350,625.

While some of this increase should be credited to the improved
system of securing reports of fires and is therefore more apparent
than real, the fact remains that the year just past, whatever of
good it may have brought, left a bad fire record. 1t is to be hoped
that the year 1914 will show a material reduction in this useless
waste of our resources, and to the attainment of that end I invite
the earnest and patriotie co-operation of all good eitizens.

Respeetfully submitted,

0L 0 Ao

State Firs Marshal.
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AND TOWKS IN WIIOH INSPEOTIONS OF DELAPIDATED

INPLAMMABLE CONTATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE DORING
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AND KIND OF OROERS INSUED [N OONXECTION THERFWITI.
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