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STATE OF IOWA
LIBRARY COMMISSION.

The forward movement of library affairs |n the siate of lowa during
the blennlal poriod covered by this report has been steady, and perma-
nence and stability chaj rize the p dition of the work. The
impetus given by the erection of new bulldings, as noted in the previous
report, has been felt durlng this period, and the free public libraries
of the state are now deve'oping plans for future growth under the
conditions which the occupancy of m bullding of thelr own creates
for permanency and service.

It has to be the lmmediate task of the Library Commission
to forward the Interests of the free public librartes first, and ald In
their establishment, because of the close connection of free librarles
with Ihl welfare of the communities in which they exist as centers for

hough the broad fleld of service which opens up
for the future in lndlutld by the fact that the dutles of the
slon Include the glving of “adviee and counsel to all free and other
publie libraries and to all mmlmltlu which may propose to establish

E

'nu lowa Library Commission has lr.m in touch with the trend of
l.lhnr:r development in the United States as represented in the Amerl-

can Library Assoclation, a natlonal organization of mm Import-
anco and with o memborship and a record of service In the
ment_of the publie library movement which has placed this country
in the recognized position of leading In this modern educational work.

Innsmuch as the activities of a lbrary commission are largely those
of developing lbrary work In communities where there Is lttle knowl-
edge of the serviees which a publie collection of books may render,
the work takes on hing of a missl ¥ phase; hence commission
workers are osp 1 in_the 1 g the crea-
muum—mumwmauanm.mm
of malntainiog a library on limited funds, the prime importance of care-

?
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Library Commissions, a national organization affiljated with the Ameri-
can Library Assoclation, compésed of the representatives of the various
state commissions and other state agencles which exist for purposes
of library extension. The Secretary of the Iowa Library Commission
has been active in promoting this organization, believing that it will
be of great practical service to the Commission with which she is
associated, and she now serves as Secretary of this national organization.

The Iowa Library Commission has been represented at the annual
meetings of the American Library Association by the President of
the Commission, Johnson Brigham and by the Secretary and at the
meeting in 1904 at St. Louis, where the American Library Assocla-
tion meeting was one of unusual importance on account of the World's
Fair, the Commission was also represented by Mrs. Towner, Mrs. Norris,
Mrs. Howe and Capt, Johnston. A meeting of the Library Commis-
glon was held there at the time on account of the meeting of the
lowa Library Association being held there, several of the Middle West
state associations holding their meetings at the same time and place,

During the period covered by this report the terms of three of the
Commissioners expired: namely, Mrs. D. W. Norris, July 1, 1903, Mrs.
Jessle Walite Davidson, July 1,1904 and Mrs. H. M. Towner, July 1,
1905, Governor Cummins reappointed Mrs, Norris; Mrs. Davidson, finding
her home duties required her entire attention, was Succeeded by Mrs.
H. J. Howe of Marshalltown and Mrs. Towner was appointed to suc-
ceed herself. One ox-officlo member, Hon. R. C. Barrett, has on account
of his retirement from the position of State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, been succeeded by Hon. John F. Riggs. During the period
meetings of the Commission have been held as follows: October 8,
1903 at Marshalltown; December 15, 1903 in Des Moines; May 5, 1904
In Des Moines; October 18, 1904 at St, Louis (in connection with the
meeting of the lowa Library Association and the A. L. A.); March 23,
1905 in Des Moines.

At the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis, 1904, the Library
Commission made an exhibit of its work of library extension in thls
state, showing plctures of the mew library buildings, maps showing
location of libraries, charts with a few statistics and one of the Travel-
Ing Libraries. The Commission was gratified to receive the award of
a silver medal for this exhibit and a handsome diploma of award set-
ting forth the same,

New Libraries Established—The following towns have voted favor-
ably upon the question “Shall a free public library be established” as
provided by the state law: Albla, Cresco,-Laurens, Pella, Spirit Lake,
Storm Lake, Tama and West Branch. At Maxwell and DeWitt free public
lbraries established in 1901 were not Included in our former report.
At Mt Vernon the citizens have the free use of the Cornell College
library for which Mr. Carnegle provided a $50,000 buflding and inas-
much as it was necessary to provide for the support of the library by
both the college and town, the library law was amended by the 30th
General Assembly providing for this joint support.
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A local library association is often the beginning of a movement
which eventually develops into a free public library, and the Com-
mission has encouraged the organization of these associations as a
first step toward the voting of a municipal tax. Such associations
have been formed at Anthon, Bedford, Clarinda, Creston, Lake City,
Norwalk and Parkersburg.

Library Buildings—In the former report a list of gifts of library
buildings to the state from Mr. Andrew Carnegie and from lowa citi-
zens showed a total amount given for the erection of these buildings
in the state previous to July 1, 1903, to be $1,268,200. Since that date the
following gifts have been announced, Webster City and West Branch being
gifts from citizens of those towns:

Albia Free Publle Library $ 10,000
Cherokee Free Public Library 10,000
Colfax Free Public Library - 6,000
Des Moines Drake University Library 50,000
Fairfield Parsons College Library 15,000
Indianola Simpson College Library 10,000
Leon Free Public Library 6,000
Nashua Free Public Library 5,000
Odebolt Free Public Library 4,000
Osage Sage Public Library 10,000
Pella Free Public Library 10,000
Spirit Lake Free Public Library 6,000
Storm Lake Free Public Library 10,000
Tama Free Public Library 7,600
Webster City Kendall Young Library 50,000
West Branch Enlow Public Library 2,600
West Liberty Free Public Library 7,600
Winterset Free Public Library 10,000

Gifts From lowa Citizens—The most notable gift that has come to
an lowa library ls the bequest from the late Kendall Young of Webster
City of about $250,000 to found and maintain the Kendall Young Library.
The trustees of this fund were authorized to erect a fire proof bulld-
ing and the income from the remainder of the estate provides a maln-
tenance fund. The building has been erected since our last report
was issued, the funds having become avallable for that purpose, although
the library was established in 1898 by Mrs. Young who gave the
Young residence as a temporary home for the library. Though the
new Kendall Young library building was dedicated after the date of
this report, the announcement of the gift and the erection of the bulild-
ing must be recognized as probably the most unique and gratifylng
library event of the period in the state. The building with equipment
and furnishings cost $50,000 and the income from $200,000 will be availa-
ble for maintenance.
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Another gift from an Jowa citizen is that of the tasteful 1ittle
library building at West Branch presented to the town by Mrs. Huldah
Enlow and costing about $2,600. This building was given on condition
that the citizens should vote a municipal tax which was promptly done
and the library building was dedicated in September, 1804,

Commission Rooms—The growing work of the Library Commission
and the need of sufficient shelving to properly care for the books of
the Traveling Library and for the periodical exchange led the Execy-
tive Council of the state to assign rooms in the basement of the State
House to the Commission in December 1903. The Commission has
greatly appreclated this provision of adequate room for the increased
work and already finds the shelf capacity of the rooms taxed to itg
utmost capacity.

It is the expectation of the Library Commission to occupy the
ground floor rooms of the east wing of the new Historical building
as soon as it is completed.

Publications—Probably the most important publication issued, for
which the Commission has any responsibility, is the “Check List of
the Publications of the BState of lowa" authorized by the Bxecutlve
Couneil and prepared under the supervision of the secretary of the Library
Commission. Heretofore no list has been available of the printed matter
issued by the various state officers and departments. The Library Commis-
sion had made a beginning in the compilation of this list but lack
of funds for employing the additional help necessary in its preparation
made it impossible to ecarry out the plans. At this juncture, however,
the Executive Council, through its chairman, Governor Cummins,
expraesged the desire that such a list be prepared and provided for the
necessary help. The careful examination of the publications that were
accessible, in the entire absence of data in many of the departments,
made the difficulties of the work very great. It is gratifyving to note
the appreciation expressed by the - various departments at the State
House and by the libraries of the state as to the tusefulness of the
“Check List".

A "List of Books by Iowa Authors” is a pamphlet of 30 pages
issued by the Commission in October 1904. It was compiled by Mrs.
Henry J. Howe of Marshalltown, a member of the Library Commis-
glon and a member of the Auxiliary Committee from Towa for the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition. The preparation of the list grew out of
the efforts of the Commitiee to bring together a collection of books
by lowa authors for the Iowa State building at St. Louls.

A "List of Books in the Traveling Libraries” was issued late in
1904 and contained lists of titles in 106 of the G0-volume libraries
that were in use at that time, affording a means by which patrons
could make selections of libraries desired. A number of new libraries
have bLeen added since that time and it will be necessary to issue a
supplement to this at intervals.

A new edition of the leaflet on “Books for the Blind" has been issued
on account of the postal provision for free transportation through the
mail for books loaned to the blind and the adding of new titles to the
collection,
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The Quarterly issued by the Commission continues to be a most
useful means of communication with the libraries of the state.

Library Laws—The laws which provide for the establishment and
maintenance of free public libraries in lowa have been on our statute
books since 1872, but have been modified and enlarged as the needs
of these Institutions have demanded. There are still many points
wherein these laws could be strengthened, and new conditions call
for new legislation which will make It possible for Iowa to keep pace
with the onward movement of library sentiment in the Middle West.
‘The Juties and powers of library trustees need to be stated more
fully and explicitly, and the new responsibilities which have arisen In
connection with the erection of library buildings through gift or other-
wise call for some statement In the law as to this matter,

Township or county support of libraries located in towns and citles
easily accessible to residents In the adjacent country has proved success-
ful in other states. It is the hope of the Iowa Library Commission
and the lowa Library Assoclation that such legislation may be pro-
vided for Jowa by the 31st General Assembly.

Another matter which many who are interested in Towa llbrary
progress deem worthy of consideration by the General Assembly Is
the question of the maintenance fund which the law permits as pro-
vided in Section 732 of the Code and amended by the 20th General
Assembly. Inasmuch as this library tax s permissive and not man-
datory it would make it possible for those who are struggling with
the difficult problem of maintaining a library on the extremely meager
income of most of our libraries to plan for growth if this limit should
be placed at three mills on the dollar instead of two mills. The present
levy simply enables a small library to exist, but not to grow as it
should. With an annual income in many of our libraries of from $200
to $1000 per year which must provide absolutely every expense of
operating the library, including librarian’s salary, the heating and light-
ing of the room or building, the purchase of books and periodicals,
the binding of periodicals, the rebinding of worn books and the employ-
ment of a janitor in case the library-occupies its own buflding, it
will be seen that there is little provision for real growth so far as the
«collection of books is concerned and the library must depend on publie
spirit and philanthropy outside the tax income for more than a limited
purchase of much needed books.

Regarding the Library Commission law, the rapid growth of the
work In which the Library Commission has been engaged for the past
five years {s evident to any who have observed library conditions
in the state, Library extension or field work, which requires visit.
and conferences In varfous parts of the state by a representative of
the Commission has grown to such proportions that no one person
can in any reasonable degree cover the entire state or meet the requests
for personal visits and when in connection with this the various duties
fn the Commission office are considerad, such as records, correspond-
ence, ete,, It is evident that these varlous Intereata call for more help
if they are to be cared for in a satisfactory manmer.
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By reference to the part of this report devoted to the Traveling
Library it will be seen that the work of that important department hag
more than doubled during the biennial period. With a circulation of
books during this biennial period of 58,118 volumes, as compared with
28,927 volumes for the preceding period, and with 995 libraries sent
out as compared with 477 for the preceding period with the additional
loan of 126 books to the blind it is clear that the work has increased
more than 100 per cent.

This condifion of affairs has made the work of the Commission office
g0 burdensome that it has been impossible for the very small stam
of workers, whith our small income provides, to adequately take
care of the large amount of work which is daily coming to the Com-
mission office. The need therefore of an additional appropriation to
provide for the growing work of the Commission is absolutely neces-
sary for the continuance of the important educational work which the
gtate has committed to the Library Commission. The $6,000 appro-
priated annually for all of the work of the Library Commission does
not enable the work to be enlarged as it ought. By economy the
amount has been made to ascomplish a most creditable amount of
work, but the inerease in the doors of opportunity which have opened
and wlich cannot be entered because of lack of funds, leads the Com-
mission to feel than an increase in the annual income is absolutely
essential to the further progress of the work.

Library Outlook in lowa—The outlook for the library Iinterest of
lIowa is hopeful. The enthusiastic and confident spirit exhibited in the
meetings of the State Library Association each year may be taken
as an index to the library sentiment of the state, as this Association
is composed of library trustees, librarians and others who are inter-
ested in this method of public education. The librarians are realizing
more and more the responsibilities of their work and the importance
of being prepared to be of service to the people by a thorough know-
ledge of their books and of technical methods and means of making
their collection of books quickly accessible and useful. Trustees are
also becoming better informed regarding the aims and methods of the
modern library movement,

Free Access to the books, on the part of the public has come to be
recognized as absolutely essential in bringing about the best use of
a public collection of books, for it is evident to any person who uses

books either for entertalnment or information that it ls much more

satisfactory to examine the group of books on the shelves rather than
to be forced to ask at long range for specific titles, of books which
he has not heretofore examined. Furthermore, in connection with
the use of books in the free public library, it must be borne in mind
that the collection of books belong to the people of the community
and the lbrarian and trustees are simply serving the public in mak-
Ing these books of value to the people who should be permitted to
use them with the greatest freedom consistent with the protection and
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care of public property. The burden of proof as to permitting the pub-
lic to have access to their own books rests with those who refuse it

The selection of books is a subject of the most vital importance
to all libraries, but especially to the small library, with limited funds,
where the value of every dollar seems doubly enhanced by the effort
of the book committee to provide the best books for their llbrary,
selected from the enormous output of books-each year. With a book fund
annually of from $100 to $300 and with 8,201 new titles being issued
from the press in one year, (1904) it is evident to the most casual
observer that some means should be provided for selecting the best
out of this large number, The League of Library Commissions has real-
ized this need and the Wisconsin Free Library Commission has for
several years prepared a recommended list of recent books which they
have generously placed at the disposal of other state library commis-
sions. It has been the hope of the Commission League that the Amer-
fean Library Association would take up this work, Inasmuch as it was
fe't to bhe a national need rather than a state need and it is gratifying
to report that the A. L. A. has recognized this and is now publishing the
A. L. A, Book list for the express purpose of providing a selected list
of the best new books. This list is issued monthly and the lowa Library
Commfission supplies it free to each publie library in the state and to a
selected list of assoclation and college llbraries,

Reports of the work done by each library are required by the state
law. Library statistics have been a source of perplexity to many
Hbrarians, but there i3 every evidence of much more care and system
in the complling of statistics and the making of reports than has here-
tofore existed. Libraries are adopting business methods and the librar-
ian feels that she must be able to make a detailed report to her Board
of trustees on the activities of the library in all departments. The
Library Commission has used every effort to bring about this condition
of affairs by providing report blanks for daily statistics, monthly reports
and annual reports, to include all items required to be reported by the
state law.

Endowments—The problem of the maintenance of free public librar-
fes upon the meager incomes has been mentioned and also the splendid
endowment of the Kendall Young lbrary at Webster City, These two
facts emphasize the importance of some provision for book funds, either
by the creation of an Increased maintenance fund or a separate book
fund, either by taxation or endowment. A most worthy provision can
be made for the benefit of the people of & community by the gift, from
those who are blessed with wealth, of a lbrary endowment fund, the
fncome of which shall be used for the purchase of books, Splendid
memorials to those who are gone would exist for generations and per-
petuate the name of the donor in such gifts, all books purchased from
the fund teing plainly marked by a book plate showing the source.
Higher institutions of learning such as our colleges and universities
eould not possibly exist if it were not for endowments, as the income
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provided through the regular channels is wholely inadequate for the
maintenance of these institutions; and surely these “universities of the
people” which are open to all, without restrictions as to age or previous
preparation, are equally worthy of such generous consideration.

TRAVELING LIBRARY.

No feature of the Library Commission’s activities shows more rapid
advance than the work of the Traveling Library. This method of dis-

tributing books from a stale center to points in the state that for various

reasons find it impossible to have a local collection of books for public
use has grown to be recognized in very many states as a potent factor
in developing more intelligent citizenship. During the biennial period
the Traveling Library work has more than doubled and the plan {s
becoming more generally known throughout the entire state. The collee-
tion of books consist of {wo groups; viz., (a) regular 50-volume libraries
of miscellaneous books for general reading, consisting of well selected
books in the various classes of literature and (b) books arranged by
subject which are drawn upon in varying numbers to supply requests for
literature on special subjects,

An exhibit was made at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St
Louils in 1904 of the Traveling Lilrary work as well as the general work
of library extension carried on by the Commisison. A Traveling Library
was on exhibition, with printed matter relating thereto for distribution
The award of a silver medal was a gratifying recognition of the modest
exhibit made there. An exhibit was also made at the Bienniel meeting
of the lowa Federation of Women’s Clubs in Waterloo in May, 1905, and
much attention was attracted to the work which the Traveling Li;:rnry
Is doing, especially in connection with supplying study clubs with books
on their various subjects of study. This exhibit of both miscellaneous
and subject libraries, maps showing location of centers, charts of sta-
tistics, picture bulletins and wvarious suggestive features of library work
attracted many Interested visitors and has no doubt increased the
number of requests that are pouring in for books on special subjects,

Subject Libraries are a more recent development of traveling library
work than the miscellaneous libraries for general reading. When
requests for books on subjects of study are recelved, the books are
saleet}ad from the general collection arranged by subject, this collection
consisting of over 7,000 volumes classified according to the Decimal
classification; the number of hooks sent varies according to the
material available and to the importance of the subject. Hence the
slz¢ of the subject libraries varies. On the return of these books
they are returned to the shelves ready to go out again in other groups
according to demand. This feature of our work shows most gratifying
results but calls for careful work.

The circulation of btooks in rural schools selected from the graded
list of books prepared by the Board of Educational Examiners of Iowa
has been continued and much appreciation has been expressed by the
teachers for these books which augment the small co'lection provided
under the library law regarding school distriet libraries.
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A “List of Books in the Traveling Libraries” was issued in 1904
giving list of the titles contained in each of the regular G50-volume
libraries, Nos. 1 to 100 inclusive, and also the six juvenile libraries of 50
volumes. This enables the library centers to select the libraries they
think most desirable, each library being numbered and a series of
desirable numbers being sent in. Since that list was issued several new
libraries have been added and a supplementary list will be lssued for
distribution before a great while,

A splendid field for extending the, work is in conneetion with the
Farmer's Institutes and the county system of ¥. M. C .A. work which
{s now being developed in Jowa, but a lack of funds to provide for
sufficient help to enter into this work has made it impossible to do more
than make a beginning, There is no reason why, if funds were available,
there ghould not be a traveling library exhibited at every county farmers'
institute in the state with a personal explamation by a representative
of the Library Commission of the plan which the state provides for
sending books to the remotest corner of the state with but a trifling
cost to those who have the benefit of these books.

Books for the Blind have proven to be a featire of the travellng
library work which has brought the most personal and genuine apprecia-
tion. The blind readers seem to appreciate the opportunity which
the Commission has given them of having access to books in N. Y.
Point which they can read themselves. This work was begun as an
experiment in 1908 and in our former report .he plan was given in detall,
At the time the work was begun the Commission undertook to pay
transportation on the books because of their earnest desire to do this
much needed work, and it is gratifying to report that in June, 1904,
the United States postal laws were so amended as to provide for the
free transportation of these books through the United States mall. This
provision had been urged by librarians for some time and is most grat!l-
tying to all who realize how much the use of these books s appreclated
by blind readers. Since the last report was issued 27 bqoks for the
blind have béen added to the traveling library collection.

The office recotds for operatiig & Traveling Library must be care-
fully kept as the distribution of books over such a wide area as &
state calls for more information and In a more gpecific manner than for
the circulation of books by & local Iibrary. Not only is the selection
and arrangement of the books important but the question of geographical
disribution, méthods of shipping and receipt, the examination of the
condition of the books, and varlous unique features of the work call for
records that #re accurate to answer the various questions that are
likely to arise in connection with the loeation of the books and thelr
condition. Such records and such oversight of the Traveling Library,
even with Its present proportions require a larger force of helpers
than the Commission can employ with the f-nds at their disposal and If
the work is to increase as It should to keep pace with the spreading
desire for knowledge that Is In our state an increased force is an abso-

lute necessity. d
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Summary of Traveling Library Conditions—At the end of the biennial
period the condition of the Traveling Library is as follow : total number
of volumes in Traveling Library collection, 13,871. Of these §,750
volumes are in fixed collections of 50 volumes each for general reading
and 7,121 are in the general loan collection which includes books for
subject use, the school district collection for use in the schools and
books for the blind.

There are 316 centers in agreement with the Commission for the use
of the Traveling Library, these centers being located in 84 counties of
the state. It will thus be seen that there are still 15 counties that are
not taking advantage of the opportunity for books which the state has
provided.

There were 995 libraries sent out during the blennial period; 557 of
these were the regular numbered libraries and 438 were general loan
or subject libraries; 126 books were loaned singly to the blind. There
were 18,827 readers reported for these books, the books being used 58,118
times.

The above figures do not fully show the use made of the books as
it is difficult to secure full reports from the centers,

TRAVELING LIBRARY CENTERS ARRANGED BY COUNTIES,

ADAIR: BUCHANAN: CERRO GORDO:
Greenfield. Fairbank. Mason City.
Adair (2). Independence (2). Rockwell,
Fontanelle. Winthrop. Thornton (2).

ADAMS: BUTLER: CHEROKER:
Corning, Clarksville. Cherokee (38)

ALLAMAKER: New Hartford. Washta iy
Postville (2). CALHOUN: ;
Waulkon. Rockwell City (2). CHICKASAW:

AUDUBON: Lake City (2). Nashua.
Aundubon.s Lohrville. New Hampton.
?:xl{: (2). Pome1uy, Osceola,
rwin, Farnhamville. CLARKE:

BRTON: CARROLL: Tonia,

. Coon Rapids (2).
%ﬁwﬁﬁm- Glidden (3). CLAT:
Keystona 4 Manni ng. : chk ens,
Beile Plaine. Ralston, Petarson.
Blairstown. - Cass: Royal.

BLACK HAWK: Atlantie, Spencer,

La Porte City (2).  Griswold. CLAYTON:
Winslow. CEDAR: y
Waterloo. Clarence, R

BOONE: Durant. CLINTON:
gndrid- Tipton. Clinton.
eaver. West Branch,

Ogden. Mechanicsville. o

BREMER: Springdale (2). CRAWFORD:

Sumner, Centerdale, Manilla (2).

DALLAS:

Dallas Center (2).

Linden,

Perry.

Redfield.

Van Meter (2).

Waukee.

Adel (2).

De Soto.
DAVIS:

Bloomfield (2).
DECATUR:

Weldon.

Lamoni.

Leon.

Garden Grove.

Davis City.
DELAWARE:

Manchester (4)

Greeley.

DES MOINES:
Burlington.
Sperry.
Danville.

DICKINSON:
Arno'd’s Park.
Spirit Lake.
Milford.
Superior.
Orleans.

EMMET:
Hstherville,
Ringsted.

FAYETTE:
Oelwein (2).
West Unlon.

FLOYD:

Marble Rock.
Nora Springs.
Charles City.
Rudd.

FRANKLIN:
Sheffield.
Latimer,
Popejoy.

FREMONT:
Tabor.
Randolph.

GREENE:
Rippey.
Jefferson.
Grand Junction,
GRUNDY:
Relnbeck.
Dike.
Conrad.
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GUTHRIE:
Guthrie Center.
Stuart.
Panora.
Casey.
HAMILTON:
‘Webster City (2).
El'sworth.
Williams,

HANCOCK:
Corwith,
HARDIN:
Eldora.
Iowa Falls,
Union.
Steamboat Rock.
Alden.
HARRISON:
Dunlap.
Magnolia.
HENRY:
New London,
Salem.
HUMBOLDT:
Humboldt (2).
Renwick.
Haridy.
IDA:
Ida Grove.
Arthur,
Battle Creek,
IOWA:
Victor.

Williamsburg (2).

Conroy.
JASPER:
Colfax,
Andersonville,
Seevers.
Monroe.
Prairie City.
Newton.
Reasnor.
Baxter,
Killduff,
Mingo.
Kellogg.
Lynville.
JOHNSON:
Oaslis,
JONES:
Oxford Junction.
Scotch Grove,
Monticello.

KEOKUK:

What Cheer,
Keota,
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KOSSUTH:
Burt (2).
Germania (2).
Algona (2).
Irvington.
Swea City.
LEE:
Denmark.
Keokuk.
Sawyer.
Ft. Madison,
LINN:
Cedar Raplds.
Central City (2).
Marion (3).
Rogers,
Springville (2).
Viola.
Mt. Vernon.
Liscomb.
Coggon.
LOUISA:
Grandview.
Wapello.
Morning Sun,
Co'umbus Junction.
LUCAS:
Chariton (3).
Lucas.
Russell (2),
LYON:;
Inwood.

MAHASKA:
Oskaloosa.

MARION:
Knoxville,
Pella,

MARSHALL:

Le Grand (2).
Marshalltown (2),
Rhoades.

State Center,
Van Cleve,
Ferguson.

MILLS:
Glenwood.
Hillsdale.
Hastings,

MITCHELL.
St. Ansgar.
Osage,

MONONA:
Mapleton.
Castana,
Onawa,
Blencoe,
Turin,
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MONTGOMERY:
Villisca.
Elllott.

Red Oak.

MUSCATINE.
Muscatine (Z).
West Liberty.
Wilton Junction.

O'BRIEN:
Hartley.
Sanborn,
Sutherland.

PALO ALTO:
Emmetsburg (2).
Graettinger.

PLYMOUTH:
Merrill

POCAHONTAS:
Gilmore City.
Laurens.

POLK:
Des Moines (3).
Polk City.
Valley Junection.
Ankeny.
Sheldahl.

POTTAWATTAMIE:
Avoca.
Macedonia,

SECOND BIENNIAL REPORT

POWESHIEK:
Brooklyn.
Grinnell,
Malcolm.
Montezuma (2).

RINGGOLD:
Mount Ayr (2).
Tingley.
Benton.

SAC:

Early.
Schaller.
Nemaha.
Lake View.

SHELBY:
Harlan.
Shelby.

SIOUX:
Hawarden.
Hospers.
Ireton,

STORY:
Slater (2).
Huxley.
Ames,
Maxwell,

TAMA:
Gladbrook.
Tama.

TAYLOR:
Bedford (2).
Lenox.

UNION:
Creston.
Thayer.

VAN BUREN.
Cantril.

WAPELLO:
Bidwell.
Ottumwa (2).
Wapello.

WARREN:
Indianola.
New Virginia.
Norwalk (2).
Summerset

WEBSTER:
Callendar.
Gowrle.
Winnebago.
Forest City (2).
Buffalo Center.
Lake Mills.

WINNESHIEK:
Decorah.

WORTH:
Hanlontown.
Northwood.

WRIGHT:
Eagle Grove.
Clarion.
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SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL.

The importance and place of summer schools in educational work has
become so generally recognized that they have become accepted fea-
tures of many of our educational institutions. The lowa Summer School
for Library Training has passed the experimental stage and results
have more than justified the expenditure of funds to maintain it.
Students who have come for the six weeks’ course have returned to their
libraries with higher ideals, more definite understanding of the service
which a library should render to the community and with a clearer
understanding of the detalls of the library both as regards records and
the relation of the librarian to the patrons of the library. The fourth
session of the Iowa Summer Library School was held as heretofore at
the State University at Iowa City, June 20 to July 24, 1904, and the fifth
session June 19 to July 29, 1905. As was stated in our former report,
this school is intended for the librarians of the smaller libraries, for
assistants in the larger libraries and for those definitely appointed to
library positions in the state who wish to prepare for their work., It is
in no sense offered as a substitute for the regular course given in
the regular library schools. Those who can possibly do so are advised
to take the course in one of the following recognized library schools,
giving courses of one and two years: State Library, Albany N. Y.;
University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill.; Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y,
Drexel Institute, Philadelphia and Western Reserve University, Cleve-
land, O.

The Director of the summer school is the Secretary of the Library
Commission and a Viece-Director each year alds In supervising the work
of the school. Instructors who are recognized as authorities In spe-
cial subjects have given the daily lectures with practice work following,
and visiting lecturers well known in the library world have brought to
the school a larger view of the relations of the library to the world at
large.

The instructors for the session of 1904 were Miss Esther Crawford,
classification and cataloging; Miss Edith Tobitt, trade blblography and
binding; Miss Annie Carroll Moore, library work with children and
Miss Tyler and Miss Brown of the Library Commission. Chief among the
lecturers who are always welcome to the Summer School is Miss M. E.
Ahern editor of Public Libraries, Chicago, who gave a most practical and
entertaining talk on “Business Methods”. An unaccountable omlission
of Miss Ahern’s name in our former report leads to the further state-
ment that Miss Ahern's lectures have been appreciated by, the Director
and students each year since the school has been in existence and it
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was' a source of great regret to the Director and the class of 1905
when Miss Ahern found it impossible to make her usual visit,

The session of 1905 showed many changes in the instructors; the
cataloging instruction being given by Miss Delia C. Sanford, heal
cataloger of the University of Iowa library; classification by Miss
Miriam E. Carey, librarian of the Burlington, Towa, publie library; refer-
ence work by Mr. Maleom G.- ‘Wyer, librarian of the State Univer-
gity and children’s work by Miss Carolyn F. Gleason, children’s librar-
fan of the Utieca, N. Y. library. It was a cause of deep regret that
Miss Crawford who had been identified with the school from the begjn-
ning and to whom the success of the school is largely due, found it
Impossible to accept a position as instructor for the session of 1905.
When the history of library progress in Iowa comes to be written, no
name will deserve greater recognition than that of Miss Esther Crawford,
who in the early years before she left the statée for a broader field
was closely identified with the organization of the state Library
Asgsociation and who in recent years, after having reached a position
of prominence and service as a library instructor, came back to her
native state for four succeeding summers as the head instructor in the
lowa Summer School for Library Training, It was also a source of
deep regret that Miss Annie Carroll Moore, who has made the course
in children’s work so valuable in our school, found it impossible to give
the Instruction in 1905. Her three summers in the school have left
an impress on the state of great value.

A new feature was added to the course of 1905 by the instruction
in literary criticism given by Prof. C. F. Ansley of the State Uni-
versity, the course being given to aid librarians in their estimate of
books. Misg Fanny Duren served as revisor of practice work for both
the sessions of 1904 and 1905. The members of the Library Commis-
sion have always taken a keen personal interest in the school and
each year give talks to the class, In addition to the lectures by the
Commissioners the class of 1905 had the rare pleasure of two lec-
tures from Miss Blectra C. Doren, Vice-Dean of the Library School of
Western Reserve Univergity, who spoke on “Libraries and schools” and
“Bad Books”. Miss Bessie Sargeant Smith, librarian of the Dubuque,

Iowa, public library and ‘Mr. M. H. Douglass, librarian of the lowa Col-’
lege library, at Grinnell both spoke on book selection and book buying.: :
The plan which the Director has adopted of securing a fraternity

house for the home of the Instructors and students while in Towa City
has proven to be the most satisfactory arrangement possible. In 1904
the Phi Delta Theta ‘house was seeured and in 1905 the Sigma OChl
house, thus providing an enjoyable center of social life for the stu-
dents as well as providing for their conifort.

The instruction in Ubrary work with children which has ‘from the
first been a distinctive feature of the 'Towa Library ‘Scheol was given
for three succedding years by Miss Annie Carroll ‘Moore whose work
In "this partiquiar ‘field ‘has placed ‘her in ‘the foremost rank of chil-
‘ron's lfbratians, being at the ‘head of ‘that ‘work in ‘the Pratt /Insti-
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tute library. It heing impossible for Miss Moore to give the instruc-
tion in this subject in 1905, Miss Carolyn F. Gleason of Utiea, N. Y.
gave the two weeks course in a most acceptable manner,

There were 26 students enrolleq for the session of 1904 and 18 for

i

_-the session of 1905,

STUDENTS OF THE SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL, 1904.

*Second year course,

Name, Place, Library.
Bahner, Pearl Forest City Publie
Bailey, Flora B. Perry Publie
Bailey, Myrtle Grinnell Publle
Bryant Ursula P. Marion
Cook, Lillian E. Clinton Publie

* Douglas, Mary M. Cedar Rapids Publie
Freed, Kittie B. Ames Public
Gabrilgson, Carolyn Ames lowa State College
Goodrell Edna A, Des Moines Library Commission
Hnmilton."l‘h.eodusia Indianola Simpson College
Harris, Grace W, Ogden, Utah Publie
Hauer, Mrs. Luella West Liberty Publie
Ho!man, Almeda M, Mason City Publie

*Horton, Mrs. Elizabeth M. Algona Publie
McBride, Jessie E. Davenport Public
MeNish, Mabel O, Fremont, Neb, Publie

. Miltimore, Cora Stillwater, Okla, Agri. & Mech. Coll,

., Parker, Marian Mashalltown Publie

- *Parkhurst, Mary L. Marion Publie
Ray, Mary K. Kearny, Neb, Public
Ritchie, Jessie E. Oskaloosa Public
Roberts, Jennie BE. Iowa City State University
Swan, M. Blanche Mt. Pleasant Ia. Wesleyan Unly.
Thompson, Elinor Jacksonville, Ili, Publie
Tiffy, Bessie E. Clinton, Mo, School

*Townsend, Eliza E. Keokuk Publie
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Name Place Library - The plan of the periodical exchange is simply to serve as a medium
Abel, Clara L. Decatur, IL Public for the exchange of periodicals, either single numbers or complete
Adams, Mary N. Atlantie Publie volumes. The Library Commission receives magazines from libraries or
Bankson, Georgetta Waterloo Public individuals and passes them on to such libraries as desire to complete
Clapp, Alice B. Burlington Public their sets, the only cost being that of transportation.
Duble, Mrs. Annie L. Spencer Public During the biennial period, the Library Commission has sent out
Fuller, Mrs, Luella L. Marseilles, TIL Public 2,092 complete volumes and 5,126 single numbers of magazines making
Hamilton, Pearl Marengo Public a total of 17,678 magazines sent out in two years to libraries to ald
Jay, M. Berdena Shenandoah Public i in completing their sets. This means an immense strengthening of the
Jones, Mrs. Jennie Manchester Publie resources of these libraries for reference purposes.
Lilly, Elizabeth Burlington Public
Morton, Frances Falls City, Neb, Public
Murphy, Genevive Clinton Public
Myers, Grace H. : Denison Publie
Noll, Amy W, Grinnell Public .
Smith, Mrs. Calista 8. St. Joseph, Mo. Publie
Tirrell, Mrs. Eliza J. W. Manchester Trustee
Whitney, Mrs. Elizabeth H, Fairfield Parsons College
Yates, Mrs. Anna 8. Tipton Publie

PERIODICAL EXCHANGE.

Much valuable literature is often first presented in the periodicals {
before being issued Iin book form, but the greater part of the contri-
butions to periodicals do not appear in any other form. No more valu- !
ahle matedial for reference work can be found than in the files of .Il
standard perlodicals and hence the Library Commission encourages the I
libraries to complete their sets of a few of the leading magazines for H
reference purposes. L

Poole’s Index to periodical literature, Abridged edition, is an abso-
lute necessity in every library in order that the material in the perlodi-
cals may be quickly accessible. Poole is the only key to the magazine
‘articles which were printed in the periodicals from 1815 to the end .
of 1899, The supplement to this Index covers the four years from ,'
1809 to the close of 1904. The two volumes, namely, Poole’s Index
Abridged, (costing $12) and the Supplement thereto (costing $5) should
be purchased by any library that expects to build up a set of any of Y
the standard periodicals such as Atlantic, Harpers, Century, Forum,
North American Review, etc,

Current periodicals are indexed very thoroughly and promptly by
means of the Readers’ Guide to periodical literature, a monthly publi-
cation issued by the H. W. Wilson Co., Minneapolis, Minn., for an annual
subscription of $6 per year. This with the two volumes of Poole men-

tione 1 above gives the library a complete index to periodical literature
both bound and current.
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OOLLEGE AND ACADEMY LIBRARIES.
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SOHOOL LIBRARIES.

Btatistics of school libraries, arranged by counties, may be found in the
Biennial report of the Superintendent of Pablic Instruction .
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LIBRARIES SUPPORTED BY THE STATE.
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