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Tn compliance with law, T have the honor to submit, herewith,

1 Report of this Department in regard to the condition
~ "‘ﬁomwdlmbﬁtp-hdm-




frsscsesssesscssscarsmtatens | mesessaen

(VR TuRan e vars Sh Fan dgnnsmeanasesr npan
§ TORMRIE: 1= 5 s v voias. 5 NPTy EorNronss

%‘}1 AMmBiresseassessbeREaALEL SravaEsaat R ianEreras

!!‘8‘3838853958803283250

M Oﬂ.,gn.................... n.m.m,u.mm. lﬂ. 210
AdAImS. ... cevivrianinanraaaanaraaenss, . 189, 185, 139, 148, 147, 151, 210
AIMIINKEE. vy wunsveinene oneeanas O, 188, 185, 129, 143, 147, 152, 211
APPADOOSE. ... iiuniiranane e 188, 185, 189, 143, 147, 153, 218
Au DB wannesreasesonse <61, 183, 185, 139, 143, 147, 154,918
B T P ........(‘l.l’.mlﬂ.lc.w.ul.;ﬂ
HAWK. .« ccvns cransnssonensranss oa.188, 185, 189, 143, 147, 165, 314
BOOBE. .. evsannnniniaierenaanneenne s 08, 183, 185, 189, 148, 14, 106, 215
Bremer:....ceeeveniien varrannaananesas..189, 135, 189, 148, 147, 156, 215

Y




REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS—CosTisvEp—

CONTESTR

BOCDRORD ¢ s« i 4 s suwnivy sunibsony oyt 18, 185, 139, 148,
...... 3,
Buenn Vists. ... ..63, 133, 185, 129, 143, 143, }:”

Batler...aisesrssrsassns ... 188, 185, 139, 143, 14
tcnﬂh:rr:n ................ 133, 135, 139, 143, 14;'11:;
ﬂ::. ............. g lﬁ, 135, 139, 148, 147, 150, 219
f:ﬂ].}. ........... e --138,135, 139, 143, 147, 150,915
Grd ...... F .« ese «se 138,135, 139, 15!.1(7,1&:‘,
Cerro Gordo. .. ..... WA B o Yon o e 4 133, 185, 189, 148, 147, 160, 219
-« 04, 183, 145, 130, 148, 147, 101, 29

~+-188, 185, 180, 148, 147, 161, 399

.. 183, 135, 189, 144, 147, 162, 2
.-..138, 186, 139, 144, 147, 183, 25
.64, 133, 136, 139, 144, 147, 103,09
.85, 138, 136, 139, 144, 147, 164, 299
e Ak 138, 136, 139, 144, 147, 165,28

....... -+ 06, 133, 136, 139, 144, 147, 165,284
-....183, 136, 139, 144, 147, 166, 355
B R €7, 133, 130, 139, 144, 147, 106, 235

‘.':lz"-'wi.'mxao.mmx 170,
<. 163, 16, 140, 144, 1212.'

..........:....ts;lu.m.m,m.ua,t 05
WAL ..o cnees T 18, 10, W0, 18,3 ‘l;l':ﬂ“
Rl 3o s ensannees 188, 197, 140, 145, 1 177, 296

QOO -0 us.uv,m.uma.mm

L T 0 o ..........uc.m. 140, 145, 148, 1

gm‘n ey R SRR ........nl&lﬂ,lﬂ.tﬂ.mlﬁyﬂ
m.::::.:::::::.:':::""""""“"‘ﬁﬁ&mmn
Kossuth........ .‘..............._...u.m,m.ut.us.mm

BB ucinivs sesanchsinsnannns voones B, 204187, 141, mmm”

CONTESTA. i

REPORTS OF com:'n' SUPKIBNTBDENTB—WW
4 .. ..87, 134, 187, 141, 145, 149, 185, 244

..Q 134, 153, 141, 145, 149, 156, 245
134,187, 141, 14D, 149, 156, 245
............ 184, 17, 141, 145, 149, 187, 240
04, 184, 187, 141, 145, 140, 188, 247
05, 184, 137, 141, 145, 140, 180 248
...... 134, 187, 141, 145, 149, 180, 248
...05, 184, 187, 141, 145, 140, 190, 240
...... 184, 147, 141, 145, 149, 101, 250
« .96, 184, 187, 11, 145, 149, 191, 250
... 97, 184, 187, M1, 145, 149, 192, 251
..,-134, 187, 141, 145, 149, 183, 251
— .98, 184, 187, 141, 145, 149, 198, 252
.. 134, 187, 141, 145, 140, 194, 253
134, 137, 141, 145, 149, 104, 253
184, 187, 141, 145, 149, 195, 258
T 184, 147, 141, 145, 149, 195, 254
L 98, 154, 137, 141, 145, 149, 105, 254
.0, 184, 157, 141, 145, 149, 196, 255
100, 134, 187, 141, 145, 140, 196, 235
. 184,197, 141, 145, 140, 197, 258
134, 187, 141, 145, 149, 198, £57

colt s aa bkt ek Ar s L1834, 187, 141, 145, 149, 198, 257
Bhlbyane virs anrneennasnesasees -...108, 154, 137, 141, 145, 149, 100, 258
B e i s savas s aenss B AN 1ET 14), 146, 148, 199, 305

154, 137, 141, 145, 140, 200, 350

B ....u..........m.m.w 146, 149, 201, 260
e aweereessed 104, 184, 188, 141, 146, 140, 201, 261

v au.s..105, 184, 188, 141, 148, 140, 202, 261
WADONO. . e vanomcsaninsn sonier +vn e 108, 134, 188, 141, 148, 140, 203, 263
WALTED, axnnssnnnanss sasasnsbasnrsorsns .154, 138, 141, 146, 140, 203, 268
m........... vuee s asnenen«nesdibly 158, 141, 146, 14D, 204, 263
WRYDE. .« capspuesnesssseseesn saenans 108, 134, 135, 141, 140, 140, 205, 264
wm......... L P ....‘..m.m.m.m.m.w.m.m
WIRDODARO. ««x +xnevvavssnmsscssanansses m.m,ut.m.m.m.lll
WABDESUIER. oo vsvnacnasan woseieis uo.m,m. 142, 140, 149, 207, 266

W ..... AT R 184, 188, 142, 146, 140, 208, 207
.m.mm.m.m.mm.m

wu.n .. 184,188, 148, 146, 150, 208, 207




yim CONTENTS,

REPORT OF BTATE UNIVERSITY—(Exhibit B)—Coxrisvep—

Normal Diploma. .......ooieie tiiimmiviiamiinnsiarianiiiinn,

Normal Course of SBAY.. ... .oooaiinsbeinsst sxbase »iniyl i RN

Normal Graduates, 1866, 180 s

Colleginte Department..........cviue it vrvireiosiniennananas,,

f:‘;gr:u Course of Study ... ’ THIRTEENTH REGULAR REPORT

College Gradustes, 1888, 1667 .. or Tz

POOUY 5o vsitasasbiuvisssinnnce ool

Aradeany ool A SO im SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.
Atlndambycounﬁqlm-lwu....’::.. B

YRR, <cooveosbevedinnainnonunats 2

Military m‘.’ ................. si5 svetes ; On the firet day of March, 1867, Hon. Oran Faville, on account
3::‘;" ....... 4 I S % of impaired health, was eompelled to resign the office of Superin-
ST R e il er tendent of Public Instruction, which he had administered for a
Oonnvauhhnilu term of years in a manner honorable to himself, gratifying to the

T S T L e : friends of eduneation, and advantageous to the State. A few days

Boldlers' Orpbans. ....ocovavuviesviiernran ; lll‘l!qmﬂ . the undersigned received from his Excelleney, Gov-
Financial Statement. 1 J .

...................... 1= ornor Wm. M. Stone, an appointment to fill the vacancy thus cre-
e e ——— : RTINS detr of Mirl; chunsh ol “Shg RS
Tocome for year ending June 20, 1867, ... ....... .. ! > of official duties.

L L e R PR . agwd&olm“pmfmmbmmmouﬁon
Appropriations for year ending June 20, 1868, ............ : had narged from protracted civil war, in which the peoplo of

-bmonmﬁuwd honerable part in the sup-

STATISTIOS— it
rebellion, and the maintenance of constitntional gov-

Statement of ModMApponmmnthymmmm

(Exhibit C) . URER Ry cmmm. Two years of peaceful industry have succeeded ; and,
Am‘a ;f). County Seperiotendents' Statistical mpm, ms, (Ex- thongh our Common Schools were not permitted to languish during
w3 seouassansitons .ll those years of sanguinary strife, the return of peace has accclerated

e ;""“"’ Soperinendnt’ Sttivicn i educational progress. This improvement is indicated in the in-

................................... sEameve o iR i Sebelitions volsirtasily made by the people fue the w
port of schools; hthlnmnedmdnoolponmonhwﬁ
8 higher n of their benefits; in the increased
number of teachers and their more liberal compensation; and,
dn,l-lhmmmumhnmwium
canse of popular education,

Tables, mmgmmu information nqnlnd by law,
by eounties for the years 1866 (Exhibit D), and 1867
t E), and by District Townships for 1867 (Exhibit F), have

been prepared, and are appended as a part of this report.
For greater convenience of reference, the summary of the tables
{orlﬁa:hmpnedwith the summary from the tabular state-

LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.. ...coccoviverusnnnsernns 300
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ments of 1867, The results for 1867 arealso compared with those
for 1857, as far ms the comparison is praeticable, ehowing at g
glance tlm progress for the last ten years.

Number of township districts (ineluding independent
distriots) in 1868, . « v.00viv aalaina ket ar an s sese
Number of township districts (including independent

districts) in 1867....... B b « I i et e
THCrendl: csuside oasnisses vannbesansentnnes
Number of sub-districts in 1866........c000cvunnn.
Number of sub-districts in 1867.........ccvenn...
Inorease in OD8 YOAL. ..oxssiverihivaass cons
Number of districts in 1857, ...0vvnirininns vy

Tncrensn in ten FOATE. ..o cvraversaesarans

Number of persons between the ages of flve and
twenty-one yoars, in 1866—males, 180,197; fe-
males, 168,301 5 total.ve vy venreenennns o

Number of persons between the ages of five and
twenty-one years, in 1567—males, 192,607 ;. fe-
males; TRO,BOR: tobal. . -« - cn:civeomnsnsannrnnn

Total inerease in 0ne FOar.....ccoisovienass

Number of persons between five and twenty-one

Joarn, of age, I ABBT. ... oo dicnen o vnoantimmae

Increaso in ton YOATE. ... oeersss mensessssns
Number of schoolsin 1886........0c0vcuninnsansan
Number of schools in 1867............ P

TNRveRNs 10 ONS JORE. & .« v - v u soni i ttananss
Number of schools in 1857, .....covanirnnirnnnass
Tncrease in ten Years........oooeae. Rt b

Number of pupils attending school in 1868. ..., ....

Number of pupils attending school in 1867.........

Ineresse in one year...... PR R

Mwmmgwhmgrﬁp!-v-n

Incrense in ten years. .

Awmmdmm 1m¢w.omi-.t-muu pci\.
1567.... .

‘Wﬂﬂmm LR LR R
Incrense in onE Year. .......ocunsissnessnnn

TR TR TRy
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Number of teachors employed in 1566—males, 2,673 ;
femalea, 68,6705 1ol . eu.vnnniiiiiniiieiienens 9,843
Number of teachers employed in le‘?—ms!es, 3,676;
o T R R B 10,343
Tuerease in NG FOAr: «cueuiiiisivnsriinnnns 1,000
Number of teschers employed in 1857—males, 1,572 ;
TR LTI e e 2,006
Increase in ten Fears.......:.vieiveone.n.n 7047
Average compensation of male teachers per week in
IBOU. oy v wapariesvvan s vanyewRBEs 2o Pl s 0L $2.40
Average compensation of male tawbaﬂ per week in
o U SRR AR TR e 897
Increase in one year. .......cucuvniininiins a7
Average compensation of male teachers per week in
L S e e 6.00
Increase in ten years, . 2,88
Average compensation of femnle tacher- per waok
i v + 4 8. :¥:0 50580 + x4 anss ansbss 5.04
Average compensation of femalo teachers per Iraek
T R SR s 6.16
* Tnerease in one Year.............oor. ... 23
Average compensation of faml- mehm per week
hwaﬁ&’vvo‘sqn ArBRrsst b crn e s eSS BuH m
Increase in ten Years.......cvo opresvneses 292
Nomber of days schools were taught in 18866—sum-
_mer, 3174723 winter, 312,448 total............. 620,015
Number of days schools were tanght in 1867—sum-
mar, 315,048 ; winter, 382,732; total....... caeeey 048,680
Mmiumyw..........‘....... 18,765
Number of days were taught in 1857........ 188,276

Im& L R 480,404
Average cost of tuition per week for each pupil in

1866—summer, $0.36; winter, 80.40......... $0.38
Average cost of tuition per week for each pupil in

1867—summer, $0.34 ; winter, $0.35.... ........ $0.343

Decrease in 0ne year............. ki v i F $0.034
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L 4
Aggregate amonnt paid teachers in 1866..., ..... . $1,006,693.00
Agrregate amount paid teachers in 1867, ...ocv. ... .+ 1,161,653.13
Increase in one Fear.... ... .. vee saeeee  155,030.18
Aggregate amonnt paid teachers in 1857 ............ 198,142.35
Incrense in ten JEArS. ... covaueeeaesases... 96351078
Amount of teachers’ fund in the hands of District
Treasurers in 18668, ...... o P O st o $14467371
Amoust of teachers’ fund in the hands of District
Treasurera in 1867......cocvavivee coesasvssenss 160,525.8F
Incroass iN ONE YeAr......cc seevsensarains 15,852.16
Amount of teachers' fund in the bands of District
Treagurers in 1857.....cvecvnrnceninne cnanaes  45,900.35
Iumminlenyears..,,”..,i............. 114,535.53

Number of school-houses in 1886—brick, 382; stone,

1085 fiame, 8,766 log, 698...........ccc0ens.e 5,009
Number of school-houses in 1867—brick, 436; itone, .
206; frame, 4,200; log, 612........cc0vnncennvae . 5,454
Inerense in ONG YOAF. ... .ooo cassonnrsssnsne 445
Number of school-honses in 1857—bnck, 168; stone, "
47; frame, 936; log, 535...0.uuuun.. i « o 1,686
Increase in ten years....... T 8,768
Value of school-houses in 1866, ... . ceneeseresees s $2,886,757.06
Value of school-honses in 1867. ... .... S veeees 8,450,978.93
Increase in one year. ......o.ve <ues oK ﬂ!,m
Value of school-houses in 1857, ...c0vurresranesss. 871
Increase in ten Fears. «.ocoveannnanss e e $2,870,015.08

Amount of distriet tax for building and repairing
school-honses in 1866.............
Amount of distriet tax for building and jrepairing
r-ﬂwl-houm in 1867....
Lh;;‘ll of district tax for buﬂdingwboolrhmmin
1 7!"iﬂl§lll'li... Cseserrrisssawsrrastanen

hmm«~.- Cesssicsrecnanneas
Amount of district tax for library and apparatus in

Mtttbonalaoot‘too; ]

cabsserasra e

B

$538,005.66

$94,07.00

657,011.11
119,816.45

146,708.74
81

}
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Amount of distriet tax for library and apparatos in

UOORL oo o R Vs s s o3 Pk an eon s a0 84,123.38
Deerease in 00€ FE&F. ..sevvsrancrssonanvets 374.12
Amount of district tax for the rent of school build-
inge in 1880w s camn s ci iR anns i s dvE R e s sa e $14,082.79
Amount of district tax for the rent of school buildings
i 180T . - - vaenns p AN kas s s v ak s C 55w AR Ae 13,006,390
Deerease in one year........oouoceeennnen.s §1,076.40
Amount of distriet tax for fuel in 1866............ $110,921.39
Amonnt of distriet tax for fuel in 1867............ 183,105.58
Increase in one year............ capavanasue SR ATTIO
Amount of district tax for compenuh'on of Secretary
and Treasurerin 1866.... ...ccvvsuncinrnnaesss. $33,785.08
Amount of distriet tax for wmpenmmn of Smmy
and Treasurer in 1867...c00c0tneenesercnanesss  89,703.28
Increase in 0NG YEAr.. o ccaueessassncns .o. 8597020
Amount of district tax for teachers’ fand in 1866... §503,160.14
Amonnt of district tax for teachers’ fund in 1867, .. 620,341.12
~ Ineresse in one e S as s oty b reansaes $117,180.08
Amonnt raised by *rate bill” or voluntary mbourip-
tion for teachers’ fund in 1857.......cc00vvuneaes  STLT8L58
Increase in bon Years..........oovseeanns.. $548,550.54

Amount of spportionment received from mty
treasurers in A866. ... ceruieians senenassesen.. $456,500.51
Amount of apportionment uulnd from oounty
trensurers in 1867, ... ..o iiie viiniiinaiiieees 478,525,908

Ilmhcneyur ..... 3le o o ik dm s tint SEONS.AT
Amonnt of ment received Mnthmuty
school commisaioners in 1857......,c...... $120,857.07

Iuauninmm.................... ... $352,168.21

Number of voluwes in district libraries in 1864.. .. 10,684
Number of volumes in dietrict libraries in 1867.. 9,308

Decresse in one year., .. 1,331
Number of volumes in diuﬂo& libnriu in 1857 623
Increase in ten years............. SIS 8,680
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Value of apparatas in 1866.....ooeviirovnninnnns $67,151.80
Value of apparatus in 1867.....occivasinnniinnsns
Increase in one year............ T $14,561.08

REMARKS ON STATISTICS.

Comparing the results of 1807 with those of the previons year,
we find thst the number of persons of school age has increased
seven per cent.; the number of schools, five and one-half per cent,
the attendance at gchool, six and one-third per cent; the average
attendance at &chool, nine per cent., the number of teachers, ten
and one-half per cent. The increase in the number of teachers,
which is just one thousand, is observed to be wholly in the num.
ber of males, there being actually three less female teachers than
in 18665 and yet the number of female teachers remains nearly
double the number of males. While the compensation of female
teachors has advanced three and three-fourths per cent,, and that
of males, six and three-fourths per cent., the aggregate amount
paid teachers has increased in one year fifteen per cent.; and the
amonnt paid for building and repairing school honses, twenty-two
per cent.

But comparisons instituted for short periods are sometimes fal-
lacions and deceptive; let us, therefore, take a broader view.
Compuring the statistics of 1867 with those of 1857, we find that
in ten years, while there hus been an inerease in the number of
persons of school age of ninety-one per cent., the number of schools
has increased one hundred and thirty per cent.; the attendance in
the schools, two hundred and twenty-three per cent.; and the
pumber of teachers, two hundred and forty-five per cent. Then
the male teachers exceeded in number the female. In the mean
time, the compensation of male teachers has advanced forty-seven
per cont. 3 that of female teachers, ninety per cent.; while the
wrgregate amount annually paid teachers has inereased four hun-
dred and eighty-six per cent. These facts and figures, so enconr-
WW%MMMIIHMMMMW#{
substantial progress in the development of onr educational sys-

ﬁam& Wtbnuhibito(ﬂumwﬂ;‘ h
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behalf of Common Schoals for the two years embraced in this
report, including the estimated salaries of County Superintendents
which sre paid from the county revenues, and mot reported to
this Department :

18686, 1867.

Teachers’ salaries.......cc.o0 £1,006,623.00 $1,161,668.13
Building and Rep. Sch. Houses.  538,005.66 ¢57,011L11
Library and Apparatuos........ 84,407.50 34,128.38
Rent of School Houses......... 14,082.79 15.006.39
) 2" 1 PR~ S T AT 110,921.39 133.198.58
Secretaries and Treasurers...... 83,785.08 89,705.23
*Salaries of Co. Supts......... 30,000.00 30,000.00

DRl il v snasanenas $1,707,955.87 $2,060,507.53

The eost of building and repairing school houses, and of library
and apparatus is included in the above, for the reason that at least
an equal wmount will be required each subsequent year, not of
course in the same districts, but throughout the State.

Tho cost of maintaining the Common Schools in 1857, including
the salaries and contingent expenses of School Fund Commission-
Tenchers’ SAlArio. . . v« ovnveevescenene ...8108,142.35
Building sehool housee. ....oavvvvnveneans 146,708.74

Contingent eXPenses. . ..o.vesczrssersnnans 19,206,258
Libraries . cooieronasscincccns iacnsasssans 463,50
20,204.21

S A R, L

Amryh“ of these figures with the preceding, shows that
during the last deeade, the total amount annuslly expended for
‘ co Schools throughout the State has increased

In 1857, the an paid was seventy cents per capita for the
entire population; and two dollars and two cents per eapita for the
entire number of persons of school age. ’

TIn 1867, the amount paid was two dollars and twenty-nine cents
per capita for the entire population; five dollars and fifty-five conts

——

*Estimated.
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per capita for the entire number of persons of school age; and
eight dollars and four cents per capita npon the whole nnmb," in
attendance upon the schools. In 1867, the entire cost of the
common schools was eight-tenths of one per cent., or eight milly
on the dollar on the entire valuation of the State. d

Prominent among the States on acconnt of intelli -
behalf of popular edneation stands Mnmhtxmtufnwglfot: Il?lbe:
expenditures and successful efforts to elevate her common schools
have long commanded the admiration of the conntry. [t
enable us to obtain a more intelligent view of our relative efforts
and progress, if we institute a brief comparison with that Jjustly
celebrated State. The data taken relate to 1864 for Massach 4
and 1867 for Towa. In those years Massachusetts contained
302406 persons between 5 and 21 years of age, and lowa, 372,
069, —numbers very nearly equal. The total amount appropriated
for the support of common schools in Massachusetts, was §1 508,
888.51; in Towa, $3,009,597.52. i
: Tu:ldmnt paid per capita on the number of persons betwoen
tz.!“. Eweunty-one years of age in Massachusetts, $£.33; in Towa,

Total amount paid for the support of common schools accord-
ing to the percentage of all taxable property in the State, in Mas-
sachusetts, ono and seventy-two handredth mulls (§0.00172); i;
Town, eight and eight hondredth mills (80.00808). That is, accord-
mgwnot t:fu ,',':M of the two States, Towa contributes for the
suppor common schools 1 i
e g e nearly five times as much as

g SCHOOL FUND.
On the admission of Towa into the Union, Congress donated to

the State for common school purposes, the sixteenth section in
every township, amounting to 1,013,614.21 acres. At the same

76 no x;u:dn; a e:t:la!m,mﬂmw
rom Uongress for the support of our common schools. Congress
also provided that the State should receive five per cent. of the

SUPERISTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 17

net proceeds of all lands sold within the limits of the State by the
Fedoral Government. These donations, together with the estates
of deceased persons that escheat to the State for want of a will or
Leirs, constitute the Permanent School Fund; the ineome from
which, according to the Constitution and laws of the State, is to
be annually apportioned and distributed to the several schiool dis
tricts in proportion to the number of persons therein between the
ages of five and twenty-one years,

According to the current Report of Hon. Jno, A. Elliott, Auditor
of State, the nmonnt realized from these sonrces and charged to
the Permanent Sc¢hool Fund, is as follows:

Amount loaned in the counties as per Clerks’

POPOFtS. s ocovvnvusnnnrvnanains yorinds $2,181,10L.07
Amonnt loaned the State. ... .....c..o000 . 12290575
Amount invested in U. 8. Bonds......... 102,008.00
Ambunt of other items........ ST v 151,702,298

7 PR R T SR S $2,6567,107.10

According to the current Report of Hon. C. C. Carpenter, Regis-
ter of the State Land Office, the smount of sehool lands still
remaining unpatented is 572491.61 neres; which, in a separate
communieation to this Department, ho estimates at three dollars

per sere, or & total valuation of $1,T17,474.83.
Uniting these, we have the following exhibit:

Cazh sssets reported by the Auditor. . ....$2,557,107.10
Register’s estimated value of unpatented

T T e IR s el .. 1,TIT474.88
L A YRR e $4,974,081.08

Making the known and estimated value of our Permanent School
Fund npward of four and a quarter millions of dollars.

This magnificent fund is aimost exclusively the gift of a gener-
ong and beneficent government; aud to the State is confided the
important trust of its management for the benefit of the common
schools. It should be made to yield the largest income which
judicious management and strict economy will insure. The Report
of the Auditor shows that the amount of interest from the cash
pmolat.hfud collected and distributed for the support of the
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schools during the year 1566 was $140,666.83; the amount tiing
eollected and distribated for the year 1867 was $160,158.35, making
an average for each of the two years of §154,912.50,—an average
income for the two years of siz and one-tiventioth per cent. on the
cash part of the fund. The unsold lands are of course unprodus

tive of income; but if the cash part of the fund yielded interest gt
the rato of eight per cent. per annum, ns contemplated by law, the
amount for annunal distribution would be $204,568.62, or an ip-
crease, in round numbers, of fifty thousand dollars over the amount
now apportioned. 3

The Auditor's Reports show that during the last five years, fhs
delinquent school fund interest has averaged $285,806.63. The
Anditor estimates that there have been already lost to the Sm., ;
throngh carelessness and corruption, upwards of onebmdmﬂé(' )
twenty-five thousand dollars of the permanest school fund.
Under the present arrangement, the greater part of the fund is dis-
tributed throngh the counties; and the fands and lands are man-
aged or mismanaged by connty officers, withont that precision and
striet aecountsbility which under other circumstances might be
secured. This system is belioved to be radically wrong. No sane
man with two or three millions of dollars to invest, would appo nt
a hundred different sgents in a hundred different counties, an
scatter his money broadcast over a whole State, and especiall
he expected these agents to look after his interests withont any
special compensation.

From facts similar to those which must have come under the
personal observation of many members of the General Assembly,
it is doubted whether the school lands are always or generally
sold for as much as ghoold be received for them. Sold, as they
usnally are, on long credit, they ought in all instances to bring
good prices, The Constitution of Nebraska prohibits the sale of
any of the school lands of that State at a less sum than five dollars
per acre.

\s the law requires the Superintendent of Pablic Instruction to-
Wﬂ the General Assembly such plans as he may have
fund," it is respectfolly suggested whether it would not be well to
place the remaining unsold school lands under the care and dispo-
sition of the Register of the State Land Office, who would then
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have a complete record of all the lands belonging to the school
fund, and who could manage them with the same facility that
public lands are controlled in a Federal land office. It is also
recommended that as rapidly as practicable, the school fund now
distributed throngh the counties be called into the State Treasury
and invosted in State or National interest-bearing bonds.  If these
fands should be needed to enable the State to place its educational
and benevolent institations npon a firm busis, or for other purposes
of State expenditure, they might be so nsed and State bonds issued
to the sehool fand, thos avoiding the necessity of present heavy
taxation for those purposes, diminishing the probability of futare
loss to the fand, and, at the same time, increasing the certainty of
a regulur income for the support of schools.

The Auditor's apportionment of funds for the last two years will
be found npon suother page, (Exhibit C.)

Whila speaking of the School Fand, permit me to call your
attention to another point, though it be not one of great import-
ance, I am informed that it is the practics to enumerate the
children in the Iowa Soldiers’ Orphans’ Tlomes, for school pur-
poses, in the districts in which the Homes are respectively located ;
and this is nndoubtedly in accordance with the letter aud spirit of
the law. Under this arrangement the districts in which the
Homes are located have apportioned to them several hundred
dollars more of public money than they would otherwise receive.
There would be no injstice to the orpban children in this, if these
distriets provided fur their education, which is not the case; s the
“Homes” provide their own schools and employ their own
teschers. The reception and appropriation of these funds jnvolves
the obligation to provide adequate facilities for the education of
all youth enumerated, including those congregated for special por-

which these districts would. consider a hardship. It is
undoubtedly just that all the childron of the State should share
equally in the benefits of the school fand; and this might easily
be accomplished so far as theso orphan children are concerned, by
making the “Homes” independent school districts for the pur-
poses of euumeration of children, distribution of school funds,
aud reporting to County Superintendents.

The Superintendent has decided that it is the duty of district

[ T —
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townships in which County poor-houses are situated, to make pro-
vision for the education of the indigent children contained in sueh
eleemosynary institutions. In some counties this is felt to by |
unjust. If it is desirable to afford relief, it might easily be dg% i
by requiring the county to pay said districts the average cost of
tuition of the children referred to. ;

ESCHEATS.

The law relating to escheats seems quite defective. See, 2408, !

Rav. 1860, requires the Oonnty Judge to notify the Superinten-
dent of Publie Instruetion of property which should escheatty
the State; and by Sec. 2470 the property may be sold or appro-
priated on the order of the Superintendent. L

On the 15th day of October, Hon. T. A, Graham, Probate Judg
of Tama county, filed in this office the receipt of the county tres
gurer, showing that the sum of $172.28 had been paid into
county treasury from the estate of Charles Ryan, deceased,
the benefit of the permanent school fund. The receipt was
sequently handed to the Anditor of State, as his voncher for
charging the amount to Tama county. This is the only case
corded in this office, showing sn sctual accession to the school
fund from escheats,

Two cases have been reported from Benton county, and th
order for sale issued, but no furthor report has been receive
These were the estates of Patrick Cosgrave, deceased, and
Johnson, deceased. The estate of John Dargnval was repo
from Marshall county, but as it subsequently appeared that
case was likely to be contested, District Attorney Bradley w
requested to defend the interests of the State, and the order for
galo hins not yet been issued. 1

The duties imposed npon the Superintendent, in refereuce to
escheats, belong more appropriately, under the Constitution, '3
the Auditor, to whom they should be transferred. The Anditor
should have & record of such cases in his office, to aid him
tlements with county treasurers. It is belioved that there
be additional legislation in this direction which would be b
to the school fand. The subject is recommended us worthy
sideration, L. i
] | = L]
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INDEPENDENT DISTRICTS.

By the act of the Bosrd of Edueation passed December 24,
1858, the formation of independent districts was restricted to
¢ities and incorporated towns. By sct of the Eighth General
Assembly, passed February 26, 1860, the privilege of forming
such districts was extended to unincorporated towns and villages
containing not less than three hundred inhabitants. In 1566, the
Eleventh General Assembly, by act of April 8, still farther
extended this privilege to “any city, town, or sub district eontain-
ing within its surveyed limits not less than two Aundred inhabi-
tants, and certsin territory contignons thereto.” Under the stimn-
Inz of this last legislation the formation of independent districts
has been much accelerated, and it will require but little more
legislation of the same kind to eventually destroy the townghip
district system. In 1505, seven years after the law permitting
such organizations had been in operation, the number of inde-
pendent distriets orgauized, was reported at enly 107. During
the last two years the number has more than doubled, and is now
reported at 930, In several counties the number of indcpendent
distriots i half as great ns the number of township districts. Tn
Bcott county there are fifteen of the former and only sixteen of
the latter.  Of the fiftoen, eleven have been organized during the
last two years. While the indepondent district organization is
appropriate for cities and incorporated towns on account of their
greatly differing eircumstances when compared with thoso of the
raral sub-districts around them, it is believed that their rapid
multiplication is not promotive of the general edueational interests;
and it is, therefore, hoped that the limitations to their formation
which existed prior to the session of the last General Assembly
L

P

~ TOWNSHIP DISTRICTS.

. »

Tt is now nearly ten years sinee the law of our Stato first pro-
vided that each civil township shonld constitate & school district,
and have its educational affairs managed by one board of directors.
This feature, at the time of its introduction, was a great innova-
tion on the previous system in which each sub-district, ns now con-
stitated, was an indopendent district, managing its affairs withoat
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snggestion or interference from others. As was to be expestad
such a radical chaoge excited opposition; but as the benefits of e
township district system became more apparent and its workings
better understood, this opposition gradually subsided, and it ig ny . o
nequiesced in and approved as one eminently suited to the :
gities of our State. Under the operation of this systei, the tgg
for the payment of teachers and contingent expenses is le
amniformly upon the whole township, and all the ordinary exp
of the schools of the township are paid from the common tres
The tax for the erection of school houses is also, with some e
tions, levied upon the township. No change is recommend
this respect; but it would be desirable to see the number of
exceptions diminished rather than increased, as has been the
dency of legislation for the last few years. The perfection of on
system in this respect, would be to have all school taxes
uniformly uwpon the whole township, and to this de tu
legislation should constantly aim. The advantages of this town
ship system are 80 numerons and apparent, that prominent edues
tors in other States where it is not yet introduced are
earnestly for its adoption.

TOWNSHIP GRADED SCHOOLS,

One of the happy features of onr law, is the authority whi
grants to establish township graded schools. Ohapter one ¢
school laws now in force, in enumerating the powers of the
ship board of directors, section twenty-two, says: “They
establish graded or union schools wherever they may be necesssr
and may select a person who shall have the general supervisi
the schools in their distriet, subjeet to the roles and regulati
the Board.” Bchools of this character have been es! b
numerons localities, but as a rule they have not received
attention in thought and action to which their excellence

“advantages entitle them, They are believed to be better suit

mlouuﬂ,mquadnﬁdrnppmmmmﬁw
not like the independent school, entirely from the locality.
township, too, derives advantages. The school being under
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control of the township board, advanced papils from the whole
township may be admitted and receive gratuitous instruetion,
relieving the other schools of their presence where they are not
safficiently numerous to form classes by themselves, and bringing
them together where, under competent teachers, they may receive
all the benefits of the graded school. If the graded school has a
central location, all the scholars can board at home; and thus, &
source of expense and dangoer in attending school from lome,
be avoided. Many children are deprived of the advantages of
extended cnlture becanse their parents are nnable to bear the
attendant expense; other parents fear to separate their children
from the influences of home, and consign thewm to the temptations
and snsres that beset youth on every side, when they leave the
parental roof. These evils can be avoided and the Lonefits of a
higher eultare extended, by the multiplication of township graded
schoals. There would also bo established a bond of union and
sympathy between the town and country. The country youth
might sequire the enlture and refinement of the town, and the
town youth somewhat of the stamina, industry and perseverance of
the country. The prospect of being adwitted to the graded school
when a certain proficiency i3 made, would be to many pupils &
powerful ive to stady.

The P“l heory of our law is to give to all the children and
youth of the State equal edueational facilities, regardless of rank,
wealth, color, or pativity. But it may frequently happen that in
the organization of independent districts, the surrounding territo-

ry is left with such & sparse population and limited resources, that
lt is impossible to msintain sehools of average excellence; and its
youth are practically denied the advantages which others receive
at the expense of the State. By a strictor adherence to the town-
ship plan, the inestimable blessings which the State bestows, may
be more widely and uniformly distributed.

EDUCATION OF TEACHERS.

Education may be denominated as of two kinds,—general and
special. General edueation prepares its recipients to perform
efficiently the ordinary affairs of life in which all are interested.

Special or professional education fits its recipients forsome partic-
\ﬂll'pﬁmit All Jliberal enlture, however, promotes special edu-
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eation, just as all professional training contributes to the geners)
effect. “Snuch is the unity of the human soul,” says Dr. Hijl
“hat its cultnre in any single particular improves the whole ; .ﬂ‘
on the other hand, the general caltivation of its powers mm‘
the force of each.”

For every pursnit or calling the education should be both
general and special.  General edacation constitutes a broad
foundation for the superstructure of special culture,

The narrow views entertained in regard to education, is one
canse of the low estimation in which teachers are sometimes held,
Many think that education consists in storing the mind with facts,
in teaching the mechanical arts of reading, writing and “epyhe
ing," in a parrot-like repetition and memorizing of words m
rules, and instruetion in those elements of knowledge necessary to
the sucesssful prosecation of some trade or other humble calling
As their estimate of the work to be done is low, so is also thels
estimate of the agencies by which this labor should be perfo
and hence follows the too prevalent idea that any one can
school.

But the term education in its proper sense is not thus limited,
Tt signifies literally a drawing out, an unfolding, a development?
hence, in its broadest sense, education is a harmonious develap
ment and discipline of the three fold powers of man—the physieal,
the intellectual, the moral. It comprises the development and
culture of all the varied facalties of the human soal.

The body should be developed into symmetry, and all its
musclea trained to obey the mandates of the will with promp
and accuracy. The mind should not only be made the re
of facts, but it should be trained in its power of thought,
and will; in its power of observation, reflection, and concep
inits power of reason and julgment; power to contrive and
adapt means to an end ; power to adopt good ends with firmne
and pursue them with efliciency; power to influence others, an:
the still greater power of self-control; the power to search for
truth, and a willingoess to work for God and humanity.
moral nature should be taught to hate and to shun every
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walls of the school-room,—all is thie appropriate work of the
teachier.

To aceomplish kis work well, the teacher must have both gen-
eral and gpecial knowledge. 1le must have general knowledge,
for he ean teach no braneh which he does not himself fully nnder-
stand. Buat he must have more than s knowledge of reading,
arithmetic, and the varions branches in regard to which he is called
upon to give instruction, The teacher, besides possessing schol-
arship and the requisite moral qualifications, must have eptnoss fo
teack and ebility to govern. Ile mnst have a knowledge of the
various and best methods which may be employed in the govern-
ment and instruction of the young. These methods aud latter
yualifications the ordinnry schools and institutions of the State
and country do not profess to give and cannot supply.  Our com-
mon schools and colleges furnish facilities for a general or liberal
edneation, more or less extended; while to the Universities are
attached sehools for the pursnit of such specinl branches as Medi-
cine, Law, Theology, and Sci

The special knowledge which teachers require is not merely
the result of instinct or intuition. Instinctive knowledge admits
of no advaneement ; but the science of teaching is progressive.
Thaongh Dr. Johnson asserted, one hundred years ago, that educa-
tion was then, and had long been, as well understood as it ever
would be, the history of advancement since that time shows the
utter falsity of his statement. While it is admitted that persons
differ naturally in the development of their faculties, and there-
fore differ in their ability to communicate knowledge, it is not
true that the sbility to teach well eomes generally by intuition.
The art of teaching is founded in philosophy. It is founded in a
knowledge of the laws of mind. He who best comprehends the
capacities of & human soul, who best understands the manner in
which its varied powers may be systematically developed and dis-
ciplined, who best knows how permanent impressions may be
made, and, in addition to all this, possesses the ability to put Lis
theory into practice,—he is the best teacher.

If this principle bo correet, the course to be pursued in the
education of teachers is apparent. The aim should be to instill
correct views of education in its most comprehensive sense, to
Ihnilin:u the laws of mind, to caltivate the ability to impart

-
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instruetion, to rednee theory to practiee under rigorous criticig
to train up the teacher in the way he shonld do, and geneun, i
render familiar all those meaus which may be successfully
ployed in the administration of the affairs of a school desigued { .
the education of the young, Irom observation in those states and
eountries where institations for the special training of teachers §
have been in operation for a long period, no fact is better et
lished than this :—that apevial inatruction or a professional eduey.
tion way greatly assist in developing the powers of the futurg
teacher, and conduce to the attainment of that success which js
merited by the intelligently active and the perseveringly fuithfal,
It is adwmitted that persons may become expert in conducting
the affuirs of a school-roota by experience alone, But it is a prin.
ciple of universal application in education, that theory and practie
should be united. The perfection of edncation, requires the com
bination of theoretieal knowledge and practical skill. The teacher
who commences his protessional labors without special study, rai
investigates the principles which constitute the foundation of his
actions. e has seen certain methods employed, and he forthwith
adopts them without a momzent’s reflection upon their tendency s
ultimate effect. Such s person can never attain eminence as g
teacher, because hie lacks familiarity with the great principles of
edncation, which should ever be his geide. e may do well whil
every thing goes in the old rontine; but when a new ineid
transpires, when comes the oceasion for which there is no pn
dent, there is required a larger comprehension of principles
mere experience ever gave or practice ever can give.
theory alone does not fit men for the discharge of active dutie
gives them u great superiority over those who are deficient ina
knowledge of general principles. The man of theoretical knowl
edge takes general and comprehensive views; the man o
practical ekill confines his attention to minor details and part
lars. " Cases are constantly occurring,” eays Dr. Way
*which can be provided for only by a knowledge of gencral I
and “ﬂhnnogﬁdcbutpuaﬂcdtlﬂl,wmnﬂ
i Btyc Lord Bm. “Expctmm can
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expression to the same sentiment: “ When theoretieal knowledge
and practical skill wre happily combined in the same person, the
intellectual power of man appears in it fall perfection, and fits him
to conduct with a masterly hand the details of ordinary business,
and to contend successfully with the untried difficnlties of new and
hagardous situntions. In conduecting the former, mere experience
toay often be a sufficient guide, but experienee and speculation
must be combined together, to prepare us for the latter.” This
principle is goneral in its application, bat applies with peculiar
force in the edueation of the teack It is raportant that he of
all men should be prepared to meet promptly and wisely the
emergencies which may daily arise in the administration of affairs.
He sghould linve sn extensive knowledge of the general and funda-
meutal principles of education ; he should be familiar with the
known laws of mind; he shonld be able to take large and compre-
hensive views of different methods of instruction. To make him
all this, previous proper professional training is indispensable,

In so far as teaching is a science, the teacher may be taught.
In #o fur as teaching is an art, the teacher may be trained. In so
far us teaching depevds npon tact and natural adaptation, the
teacher mny bo developed.

Prowinent among the agencies relied upon by the great mass of
teachors in Towa for special instruction, are

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES.

During the year ending October 4th, 1566, sixty-one Institutes
were held in the State, with an estimated attendance of 4,850
teachers. During the year ending October 4th, 1867, there were
held sixty-two Institutes, with a total attendance of 4,914 teachers
and persons intending to teach, or an nverage attendance of 79.8,
at u total cost to the State of $3,100, or an average cost of less
than sixty-theee cents for each person instrocted. Daoring the
two years, Institutes were held in seventy-three different counties,

‘with u total attendance of nearly ten thousand teachers. Fifteen

eonnties of the State, not incladed above, wera excluded from
holding an Institute and receiving State aid, on account of not
baviog & sufficient ber of teachers to comply with the law;
leaving ouly nine organized counties with the requisite number of
teachers, that during the two years have not availed thomselves of
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the provisions of the law and held an Institute. Thisshows s
general appreciation by the teachers of the benefits of Inﬁhtutqa
well as of the generosity of the State in appropriating fifty doﬂﬁ;
for the support of each one held.

A record of theattendance at Institutes was not commenced by
my predecessors in office until January 1st, 1866 ; heace the record
is incomplete except for the last year.

Herewith is presented s list of the connties in which Institutes
have been held during the last two years, place of meaﬁn‘, and
name of conductor and lecturers. The list of lecturers is in mang
instances imperfect, in equence of the neglect of mpmnw
ents to report, The fact that the names of a few counties appea
twice in the same list, needs a word of explanation. Herew re,
the Institute year has mmmenesd Jannary 1st, and the report has
incladed those held during the civil year; bat on acconnt qﬁ‘g
impossibility of gnﬁmmgalube statisties in time for the Repor

*

date on which our general school yoar begins. Thongh soms
counties appear twice on the same list, they have drawn bot one
appropriation in the same civil year.

- TEAOHERS' INSTITUTES HELD DURING THE YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 4, 1866.
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TEACHERS' INSTITUTES IN 1865-6—Coytisuen. 8
| | NUMEER OF
COUNTY., PLACE. TIME, | TEACHERS IN CONDUCTORS AND LECTURERS,
| ATTENDANCOR. |
] . 1865,
Mabasks. ... ..|Oskaloosu., . ... Nov. 27|.. +++ |0 Piper, T, 8. SBmedley, Profs. Oarpenter, Hull, McCurty.
Mills. ... .....‘leenwoo&.._..Dm ) | SRR F ol 21 T T RCIT IR e T RS R
NSRS .. . . LA o5 o IR LT v v d s BORE, EoROREL ¢ s0 65 niom s v vsiomn diBoms s o6 nns ¥ 64 4aas
Dabuque. ., , ..‘Duhnque...,..Dm. 18...1.....|0. A. Brownson, C. G, Kretchmar. . ...... ............
Btory.........|Nevada........[Dec. 18]..........|W, S McFeaters, F. D. Thompson, Col. John Seott, L.
Museatine...... L [ 0 R I [Q. Hoggatt.
Henry........|New London...|Dec. 25.......... U. Ben Darwin, J. L. Smith, Prof, Vancise. ... ........ g
....... Knoxville, ., ..« « een 101W, AL MeKee, C. B. Boydswn, Wi, Blain, Dr. Danean, %
Fy o oo 2one [Fontanelle.. ... coveone 8300, L, Enot.. [Innd Revs. Bonner and Jacob. =
vaish «  JAIEONK e wx 01| MO Ilev C, Ta{vor E. 0. Mi M. Taft, Miss Junct =5
I v vv o |Monnt Ayr, . . . [Mar, 19]. J. Hadden, T. Lan rhling ]31' Stevenson. . J[Pierey. =
Wapello ......|Ottamwa. ....[April 2. ; J I’?pur,J Vn.lenuna, B. F, Shone, Rev. D, Lave.... . B
Monroe.,.....|Albitg, oo ooofdpri J. Piper, ... .. v oo suns[Valentine, J. K. Sweene
Wullington.. Washington .., IR ey J. Plpﬁsr D. V. Emock, A S, Prather, A. M. Guw,i
J an s | NOWEOBL. oo« oo |APE. el e ane Darid Oralg. vt iivs o ons vhes
Jefterson,. ... .|Fairfield ..., .. Apr. 80].. R S I O T
T 1y TR SRR . v N S I LEmnu ............. B #aa v 5,0 5 A KWL
;memﬂpﬁngs o AL, Tindales .o o viase s TRPER ) A e
Bristol..... ... . 8. MoFeaters, Jamos Koeler. ... ... vveserss ion ;
i . B.Meli'wm R ¥x 0 s Nt A
70|4. C. Olarke, J. P
Euos.

Pollewwsins 50l ul:lnimml.g:g. 9; ; .....mmxm ilmwnu J P [ Mr, Btone,
lnmakee . . osing «... .. [Sept. TU R rmstron re acht d
Dallas. ..« ... et { g ﬁ L. 8 Ho 45 Fhmolare o el -
s ....... ./Gleowood. . ..Bum 10}, .....EﬁA.E Cluunﬂun, L. S.Wllﬂnms,w M Brunh R
ka.k... ....Bomlbom....g:pt.” .ggﬂ i; Euo‘nl e ST ol
eokok. ... ..|Sigourney,. ... Sept, 17]. e ] v nnne ¥ db R R T
Wayne. .«[Corydon. ... ..[8ept, 17], +raBOJA, Ewﬂwkrnm S IR R SRR
ubor xirm . - . 24 Enos, ... s
" <88 Tumes Root, % W m;}-','iﬂ' V. Ohiilds........
..W‘D nnklin Wells < oiovaeoiian ool grommicd 0% oo AN
8847 I Einos. . R e ns R

v vn o D8I, J. Tisdale. Certraieteseiineiieiieiieis

TEACHERS' lmmummnﬂm.m THE YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 4, 1867,
1560,

Buchanan. ....|Independence .[Oct.  8|.......110/J, Piper. G el s b sl E
Bm.lar... +++«|Butler Center. . (Oct, 8|, J. Lplgnmu " : vekaarenaes
wvevsos|Guttenberg.. .. |Oct. 8 1 T Ly NV &
Fnyutln. v au|West Un |Oct. - Bj... ..»%I‘G.J Tludaba it USRS 3 v a

Black Hawk. "ateclon .....|0ct 15[, ......243J, P N e e
Floyd.... + - |Chacles Gity . .. [Oct. 13| ... 631G, J. TMnla,Mr. Clark, Mr. Pratt, and up Tucker. .. g
Frunkli n......Hmptu... aef 185 vs s e oA L, Book.:ose inensannon

Oct. 18I........92| ..Ulen, J.’8. Coon, P A

J. Plpu

D, Fnuichn [

M. Iogalls, P ‘W Mar.w F Puwn. J. M.Lnuks

Rev. Alva Bush, Messrs, Loring, Coleman L. Rood, O,
wood, A. K. Eaten, Misses Addington and Tupper. 22

Jones. . .......Amm.‘....
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COUSTY. | PrACE TINE | TEACHERS IN AND LG
e | ATTENDANOR.
1804, .
vm,.,....rmu....,,.m RS, T e e R BT R PR
Van Buren.. . .|Keosau eosauqua . ... |Oct, 22 ........56D. Frlnklianl R l;lubblrd, A. T. Gianque, H.
Turton, J. D. Horuby, Geo. B. Walker, (ila
Teter, S. M. Clark, and RB. M. Huines......000rie...
Chickasaw.. ... New Hampton, 20(. .70/G. J. Tisdale.
&mﬁno... ; uumm...... 2 .......1gs}) Frankin Wells, A. M. Gow, F. M. Witter, M. Tngalls.
Cerro Gordo. . Mason City. .. 5luveeni. . 40|W. 8. McFeaters, J. W. Doughty and Nathan Bass. . 5
‘Davis.... ....|Bloomfield ... et 5 a4 5 g e e S L z
Deastor o35 . [Leon. .0, [Nove 8)..io.... 3.0. Olnrke and A. J. Abbott........
Linavevs v o JMarlon ... ...{Nov. §]....... ells, C. W, Burton, Rev, Whmug and

T

Clarinds, .....[Nov. B|....,... SRR ;2 o o s ot nd ol [Mr. Munsou, ;

A ......ﬁulnoy v s pRav, A9, i JLEnoo ..................... Senap oty S
inho Pl nqnokm A T B T R N e . L) [net
vvanes|Oskaloosn. ... . N T5 O gl J. Ptper. 5. Vn!enline,A Hull, Revs. I{olll.nd and Deu-
Oedar....,:... Ti ...|Nov. D. Franklin Wells, Rush Emery....,....... el Crt
G ¥ n.... eiNows 201,055 s 98J. L. Enos........ N T e e Y SRR
: .l[agnolil. s [ | PR .L.Euu..:. ................................... ‘

&on......N ..............................
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TEACHERS' INSTITUTES IN 1867—CoNTINUED,
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The first legislative recognition and encouragement in our State,
of Teachers’ Institutes as a means of special culture, was contained
in the *“Act for the Pablic Instruction of Tows,” approved March
12th, 1858. Since that date down to the period embraced in this
report, Institutes receiving State aid were held as follows:

In 1858, there were held 20 Ingtitutes,

In 1859, there were held 14 Institutes,

In 1860, there were held 34 Institutes.

In 1861, thero were held 43 Institutes.

In 1862, there were held 44 Institutes.

In 1863, there were beld 62 Institutes.

In 1864, there were held 63 Institutes,

In 1865 (to Oct. 4th) there were held 25 Institutes.

Whenee it appears that during the ten years from 1858 to 1867
inclusive, in which annual appropriations have been made for their
support, there have been held 431 Institutes, with an estimated
sttendance of 28,000 teachers, and at a total cost to the State of
about 821,600,

‘While Institutes cannot supply the deficiencies of nature, the
good qualities possessed by the individual may be developed and
quickened, Correct modes of imparting instruction may be given.
Uniformity in methods of teaching und governing may be pro-
moted. Such new methods of teaching as experience has eanc-
tioned may be recommended. A spirit of noble emulation among
teachers may be created, and a community of interests formed.
Popular sentiment may be enlisted more and more in favor of
public schoole.  Mind coming in contact with mind in the various
exercises, n spirit of improvemeont is awakened. The
of each becomes a common stock for the benefit of all. In this

- are concentrated and promulgated, not theories morely, but
the conclusions of experienced teachers. American in
their origin, democratic in their tendencies, within the reach of all,
Institates are admirably adapted to the spirit of our institntions,

In regard to the utility of well conducted Institutes, the friends
of edneation have but one opinion. The Superintendent of Publie
Instruction for the State of New York in his report to the legisla®
ture in 1863 says of them: “No other provision for the instraetion
of common school teachers has been more successful than these

modern organizations.” In Indiana, the Superintendent in his

. 0. Pratt.
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report for 1866, eays of them: “To say that these Institutes ‘
producing large and good results is hardly an adequate statem
of the facts; they are producing both larger and better results iy
proportion to their cost, than any other agency in onr system™
The Superintendent of Vermont in his report for the same yegn |
asserts that “They are the best known instrnmentalities for thy
accomplishment of certain necessary resnlts ; and constitute, by far,
the most efficient means of widening and deepening the genersl
interest in the prosperity and good management of our commey
schoole.” Ohlo bears similar testimony in the report for 158;
“No application of funds now made,” says the uuperintend* ‘
“ gither direetly or indirectly, for school purposes; yields results s
largely beneficial to school interests as the funds expended in oup
Institutes.” Similar testimony might be adduced to an indefinite
exteut, but it is deemed unnecessary to cite more. The preceding
extracts are given merely to show the universally high estimation
in whieh Institutes are held in other States. As a means of
arovsing the people to inereased interest in our publie schools, ss s
means of special enlture to those teachers who have never enjoyed
8 professional training for their work, as a means of exciting allte
greater zeal and faithfulness, they are an indispensable agency.
Bat while Institutes have done so much for the improveme
our teachers and schools, it is believed that their efficiency
increased. A msjority of them are held during the three
months, and it not unfrequently happens that in some con
is found impossible to obtain the services of a eompetent conduetory
and the Institute is a failore. The State appropriates funds for
the support of the Institute, and makes the suspension of
schools and the attendance of teachers compulsory. Why,
should it not guarantee to the teachers snitable instraetion ¥
Tt is believed that all Institutes receiving aid from the pu
treasury, and which teachers are roquired by law to attend
be under the supervision and control of the State. It is
n; that the Superintendent of Pablic Instruction be au
ized to appoint the time and place of holding sneh Tustitnt
the law now provides; and also to appoint not less than two
sons of eminent qualification, who, nuder his direetion, 1
assistance as they may receive in the counties, shall co
Institutes receiving State aid. Such an arrangement would render
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it possible to appoint a series of Institutes in contiguous counties
for snceessive weeks,—a thing hitherto devoatly wished for but
never attained. Sach an arrangement wonld greatly diminish the
traveling expenses of the conductors, and would require but a
slightly increased appropriation, even if the persons thus appointed
were to receive salaries from the State, as they doubtless shonld,
in lieu of the appropriation now made to the connties. While
sach an arrangement might not secure Institutes better than many
which bave been held in the State, it would insure uniform encel-
lence; and though imposing increased labor and responsibility
npon the State Superintendent, it would enable him to work omt
his plans for the impro t of the schools with greater success.

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL.

The greatest efficiency of our noble system of common schools re-
quires that they should be supplied with teachers thoronghly versed
in the principles and practice of their profession. Institutes do not
aim so high. Owing to the limited perivd for which they are
held, it is impossible for them to give that thorough compre-
hengion of the principles of edneation, and especially that prac
tioal training in the art of teaching, which iusure the greatest

suceess in the daily work of the school-room. Common schools
ﬂmﬂmmmmmlﬂh&mhh&eml; It
is the sppropriate work of Normal and Training schools.

The term normal—signifying a rule, law, or standard—was first
employed in France to designate institutions designed for the
special education of teachers. By a Normal School is mennt an
institution in which young men and young women are instructed
in the principles and seience of edueation, and in methods of
tenching and governing children and youth; and in which they
are trained in the application of those prineiples and the practice
of those methods under intelligent supervision. There is usually
connected with them, model sehools, or schools for practice, in
whose instruction the pupil teachers take part, with a view to their
becoming practically familiar with the duties of the school-room,
The best institutions of this kind have separate schools for ohser-
vation and practice. The Normal School aims to do for the young
teacher what the military academy does for the army officer, what

the medical sehool docs for the physician, and what the agrienl-
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tural eollege does for the scientific farmer. Tt has a thoroug
conrse of stody, in which instruction is given by expe ienced
teachers, with a view to impart, not only a knowledge of thg
branches themselves, bt also a knowledge of the best methods of
teaching theu.
The tirst school specially intended for the professional education
of teachers was institnted at Rheims, in 1681, by the Abbe de Is
Salle. In 1697, Franke established at Halle a teachers' class iy
connection with his orphan school ; and in 1704, a Teachers' 8§
inary, which in a few years becamo celebrated, and from which
improved methods of instruetion, government, and sehool organk
zation, were disseminated thronghont Emrope. The first
teachers’ semwinary in Prussia was established in Pome
1735; and the second in 1748, at Berlin, by Hecker, a pupil of
Franke. But so rapid was the spread of these institutions, thati
1863, the different states of Europe contained two hundred an
sixty-four Normal Schools, of which fifty-one were in Prussia, and
nipety-seven in France. Nearly all of these were estubli
during the present century, France instituting her first ¢
1808,
Normal Sechools were first suggested in this country during th
Inst centnry, but the suggestion was not carried into practical
until 1839, when Massachusetts significantly established
one at Lexington, where, sixty-three years before, was for
first butle of the Revolution. The number has
increased, until now nineteen States coutain thirty-one .
Schools supported by the State, and almost yearly addi
being made to the number.  All but three of the norther
have made provision for them.* There are also many

L of Hon, H Barnard, U. 8, Commissioner of
mmwwvz the Mowl.;:{hz of Normnal Schools in the Unite

STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS—LOCATION

{1ty Adopted as s State Normal School fn 1963
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institutions of this kind, and others which have a local support.
For the last four or five years, Davenport has sustained a most
excellent Training School in eonnection with the publie schools of
that city, for the special preparation of her own teachers. More
recently, & Training class has been established at Ottumwa in

tion with the public schools of the place, which promises to
be of great benefit to that immediate seetion of the State,

The idea prevails to an extent, that the State ghould make ne
special provision for the education of teachers ; and such provision
has been denonnced as class legislation. * Let teachers take care
of themselves,” is the ery, “and provide for their own speeial
education, as do lawyers, clergymen, and other classes.”

History is said to be philosophy teaching by example. It is the
theory of our form of government to give the largest seope to
individual enterprise ; and this is well. DBut it is the testimony of
all history, that the education of the of the people has
been most thoronghly sccomplished, when edueation has been
fostered and conducted by the government, In no other country
of the world bave the people so universally received the benefils
of elementary and higher education, as in Prussia. It has been

List of Normal Schools—Continwed.
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the boast of the Prussian army that it contained not a single m "
nnable to read and write. Bat in that Kingdom teachers are odp,
onted, appointed, and dismissed, if needs be, by the govern

Education is a national institution, and teachers are officers of ¢ ¢

government.
Education is one of the chief interests of a state, the perp

virtue, The full fruits of educationa  labor, are not immed
apparent ; hence, in many communities and states, when lef o
individunl enterprise, there is felt too little interest to sow the
seeds whose rich harvest is in the dim future. Ten years siy
Towa adopted the wise policy of making the property of the Sty

wdueate the children of the State. While more than two mi

children and youth of onr Commonwealth in the common schools
no adequate provision has yet been made for supplying the sch
with competent teachers.
The paramonnt importance of education to a state as a stale,
well as to its individual members, is the chief reason why the
establishment and maintenance of schools, and the speciul trainiog
of teachers, can not be left to individual enterprise. The othe
learned professions are commonly snpposed to be more remunéms
tive than teaching, and to give greater promise of promotion
distinetion ; hence many of the ambitions are attracted to { m
Baut the State needs its best minds to be the educators of its people,
and to engage them in that department, it must present ad
inducements. . -
It is n gratifying fact, that in Towa, the duty of the State to
teachers a special education, has repeatedly received legisla
recognition. By act of the General Assembly, approved L
15, 1849, the State was divided into three districts, and &
Bchool loeated in each; namely, at Andrew, in Jackson
Oskaloosa, Mahaska county; and Mount Pleasant, Henry
One clause of this act is here quoted : *The sum of five!
dollars is hereby appropriated annually to each scho
drawn g‘mhﬂy ont of the University Fund by the sev
nrers. * * * Provided, always, that the friends
tion shall farnish funds to the amonnt of not less than fi
dollars to erect such buildings for the use of said norm
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us the Board of Trustees may deem necessary.” It is diffieult at
this day, to conceive how statesmen could have entertained the
ides thut a Normal school could be established and maintained
with an annual appropriation of five hundred dollars. And yet,
biad the efforts of the State been concentrated upon a single insti-
tution, it is quite possible that there might have been laid the
foundations of & normal school, which, ere this, would have blessed
the State with hundreds of good tench Under the stimulus of
thie act, two small buildings were erected; but the schools never
went into very successful operation, and in 1855 the appropriation
was withdrawn. By the act of March 19, 1858, one thousand
dollars were annually appropriated for the support of Institutes.
During the winter of 1859-60, this was changed to fifty dollars
for each Institute, which is still the law. In the act organizing
the State University, approved February 25, 1847, the grants
therein made were upon the “ express condition ™ that the Univer
sity should “commence and continue the instruction, free of
charge, of fifty stadents annually in the theory and practice of
teaching, as well as in sach branches of learning as shall be
deemed best caleulated for the preparation of said students for the
business of common school teaching.”

The Normal Department of the Usiversity was opened in the
year 1855, since which time upwards of one thousand persons have
received therein a purtinl course of instruction. A limifed num-
ber have graduated, some of whom are now ocenpying the first
places in the common and high schools of the State, and exerting
an iofluence which is felt in constantly widening circles ; others
havo been called to responsible positions in other States. It is
Teared, howover, that the Department, though under the instraction
of an able Professor, has lost much of its efficioncy as an agency
for the gractical training of teachors, by the recent suspension and
abolishment by the board of trustees, of the model amd teaining
echool formerly connected with it. In so fur ss the ability to teach
well is an 77, it can be acquired by practice under intelligent criti-
wisin, a8 & scionce it may be tanght theoretieally. Butin ull insti-
tations for the special training of teachers, principles should have
an immediate application in practice, under the eye of experience
and akill.

'rhegmdm.mwmm show that at a very early
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period in the history of our State, the necessity of special pre -
tion for teaching, and the duty of the State to provide the nesss.
sary facilities, were recognized by onr Iegialmm: 4
It might be remarked, that the only appropriation hitherto muly
from the State treasury for the education of teachers, is that mads
for the sapport of Institutes, the Normal department having
eceived its aupport from the University fund donated by Oonge
The University already feels the need of the whole of this fund
for the support of the literary and seientific departments of fiy
University, and for the establishment of other schools of spesig
culture which properly belong to a university.
Normal schools are no longer an experiment. In those Stak
where established, they have fally realized the anticipations of
their friends; and where longest established are most firm
rooted in the affections and judgment of the people. 1
Hon. R. 8. Field, one of the trustees of the New Jersoy Sia
Normal school, in his report to the Legislatore in 1860, declares
that the State, by “that simple act™ of establishing the Normal
schiool, “did more for the canse of popular education in New
Jersay, than had ever been done by the combined efforta of all
who have gone before them.”
The twenty-third annual report of the board of edneation
Mussachusetts, in referring to the Normal Schoolsof that Sta
established twenty years previously, holds the following langusgs
“Theee institutions having more particularly the direction s
supervigion of the board than other departments of edueatis
ocenpying as never before the attention of the State, are snst :
ing the reputation they have previonsly earned, and exhib
increased evidence of the wisdom of those through whose
they were provided. No appropriation of the State, turns
larger dividend of real effcient wealth, nor sccomplishes
efficiently the objoet for which it was made.” ;
Hon. B. G. Northrap, who for ten years has been the ag
the Massachusetts board of education, and who has enjo
most ample facilities for seeing the Normal teachers at
their school-rooms, says of them: “The more I vigit sch
observe their methods and results, the stronger is my con
the necessity and usefulness of Normal schouls. My obse
in schools and among the people asswre me, that our N
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schools have widely diffused better ideas of education and awakened
increased popular interest in public instruction.”

Similar citations might be multiplied to an indefinite extent, but
farther evidence of this character is deemed unnecessary. No
person well informed on educational matters can donbt the great
utility and necessity of Normal schools.

The materisl resources of the State are developing with won-
derful rapidity ; and if we would have the development of mind
keep pace therewith, if we would have our common schools
improve with the general advancewment, if we wonld have them,
not ouly cheap enough for the poorest, but also good enough for
the most wealthy, we must provide additional facilities for the
education of teachers. Other states have felt the necessity that is
now upon us, und have established Normal Schools to meet the
emergency. Io loyalty and patriotism, Towa stands in the front
rank of the beautiful sisterhood of etates; and such, I am assured,
ig her destined position in regard to education and intelligence.

It is believed that the public sentiment of the State is in favor of
& Normal School. The State Teachers' Association has for several
years in succession, passed resolutions in favor; and similar reso-
lutiotis have been unanimously adopted in a very large number of
Tostitutes.

To erown the efforts hitherto made for securing = supply of well
qualified teachers, it is earncstly recommended that thero b imme-
diately established @ Normal and Tvraining School under the
auspices of the State. Such an institution, well sustained, would
became a center of influence, whenee would flow streams that
would refresh and vivify onr whole educational systom. It is
believed there are many communitics that would willingly nssist
in fornishing the necessary buildiogs and grounds, as . partial
consideration for the substantial benefits that would resalt from its
location in their midst.

Excessive taxation cannot be urged as m resson for farther
delaying this necessary measure ; for if other fands are not at hand,
a portion of the permancat school fund may be used, and State
bonds issued therefor. Indeed, if permitted by the Constitution,
the income of the school fund could ot be used more
for the support of common schools, than by diverting a portion of
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it to the support of Normal Scliools, to educate common
teachers.

It is the opinion of some of the friends of education, that the
should be & Normal School established in each Congressi
district of the State; and this measure was approved by the St
Teachers’ Association at its last meeting, thus repeating, in s
stance, the legislation of 1849. The Association comprises many
of the best educators of the State, and its deliberate opinion j§
entitled to respectful consideration. While a namber of Nors
Schools, wall sustained, wonld greatly promote our education
interests, and no one would rejoice in their establishment and
maintenance more than myself, it is believed to be a better poliey
to establish one at the present time, on & permanent and 1
basis, and add to the number as our necessities and ress
inerease. If, however, the other view shonld prevail, it should by
remembered that Congressional districts, formed for political par
poses and often of irregular shape, are subject to frequent changes
of boundaries, Should the principle involved in the action of the
Association be adopted, separate Normal school districts should b
establishied, which would be independent of political mutations,

The superintendent of Poweshiek county, in his report, among
other suggestions, recommends that the State should make annust
appropriations to some half-a-dozen of our best colleges, that ehould
be selected to instract Normal classes. There can be no doudt
that such an arrangement would be productive of good,
ghonld not be adopted as a substitute for Normal Schools.
relative value of Normal departments in academies and co
and of independent Normal Schools, but little need be said,
New York, where the practice of making appropriations to ¢
academies which shonld annnally instruct classes of teachers
itonsly, has been in operation many years and thoroughly |
it is universally conceded, that the system, though accom
good, is less economical and less ¢fficient than the Normal 8

Qongress has been profuse in the distribution of public
aid of education and ioternal improvement ; and it is not in
ble, that, if solicited, donations of land would be made
several states for the endowment of Normal Sehools. I
therefore, suggest that the General Assembly memorialize G
grees on the subject. -
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TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES.

Section -§ of the Aet defining the duties of the Superintendent,
passed March 19th, 1884, provides that “he shall prepare and
canse to be distributed to the several county superintendents a
form of certificate in blank, to be granted to teachers,” During
previons years, only one form of certificate has been distributed
from this office. There has been a strong desire, however, on the
part of teachers and county superintendents to have certificates
graded, o that they would show the relative qualifications of those
holding them. So earnest has been this desire, that in many
counties the superintendents have cansed other forms to be printed
at their own expense or the expense of the county, which would
indicate the grade. To secure greater uniformity throughout the
State, as well as to gratify the geueral desire, in November I pre-
pared a series of graded certifieates with which the counties are
now being supplied. Iquote a brief description of thesecertificates
from a circalar addressed to the superintendents throngh the
Sonoor. Jovrsar :—* Three forms have been prepared. The cer-
tificite marked *First Grade™ iato be awarded to those who
sustain u thorough examination in all the branches required by
law, and who possess the other requisite qualifications. That
warked  Second Grade ” is intended for those whose examination
and qualificationa are not equal to those of the former class, but
who are considered competent by the county superintendent to be
intrusted with the instruction and government of a school. This
is the lowest grade which is recommended to be given. The third
form ie styled * Premium Certificate,” and is designed for those
who sustain an examination in physical geography, physiology,
algebra, and natural philosophy, or their equivalents, in addition
to & thorough examination of all the bracches required by law.
In the *Becond Grade the time is left blank, enabling the saper-
intendent to fill in with such period, not exceeding one year, as he
may deem proper. The other two are to be given for the full period
of one year, which is the longest time the law now permits.
Forms of these graded certificates are herewith given :
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FREMIUM CERTIFICATE
) (= , County Superintendent of Commeon Schools, in snd for the Coggly
ol Seaivee and State of Towa, hereby certify that I have this day examined ghe
bmvr ......... in Orthography, Reading, thjng Aruhmcﬁc, Geogrs

mdwugmﬂymhﬂcdmli...;...ponuulgoudmnmli:hm,
tench, and ability to govern, I hereby grant unto . ....... this * Premiom C;
cate,” by which <.ooouee is authorized to teach in any of the Public Schools
this County for the period of one year from the date hereof, unless this Certificate
i# sooner revoked. _
In lestimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my namest ..., .. 4 B
chnarann dayof......cs ,A. D, 186..

County 8

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATE.

I, «<ses2+ County Superintendent of Common Schoals, in and for thadanly
(i ;.mﬂ&mnﬂonm;wuiythnlhmlhkdnym

qualified in the same; snd being fully satisfied that ........ possesses & good
moral character, aptuess to tesch, and ability to govern, T hereby grant ssta
........ this “ First Cluss Certifieate,” by which ........ is suthorized to teas
in any of the Pablic Schools of this County for the period of one year from the
dste hereof, unless this Certificate is sooner revoked.
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name st ......o
3 o A OF 55 v5u s oty A D, 1.«
.......... . nng

County Buperintendent of Common Se

SECOND CLASS CERTIFICATE.
1, «.oeuvisy Cotnty Superintendent of Common Schools, in and for the € ity
of ...v.. . nnd Btate of Towa, hereby certify that T have this day exam
bunt ....... , in Orthography, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geog
History of the Uullad States, and Eoglish Grammar, and that I find
qualified in the same; and being fully satisfied that ........ possesses
morl character, aptness to teach, and ability to govern, I hereby gn 9
wsuneves Whis “Second Class Certificate,” by which ...... +- I8 suthorized to tead!
in any of the Publie Schools of this County for the period of ....... [rom/
date hereol, unless this certificale Is sooner revoked, [
hmm 1 have hereunto subscribed my name st ..oioee-
+dayof ..ouiensy A D, 188, '
aEEEsEES STanias l;'

County Superintendent of Common Se
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In many localities, the compensation of teachers is determined
by the grade of their certificates. This measure is just in itecli
and at the same time one that is & powerful incentive to teachers
to perfect themselves in their voeation. If the law specifically
recognized the grading of certificates, and authorized County
Superintendents to grant premium certificates that should be valid
for two years, this would be an additional stimulus to teachers to
self improvement, and is recommended for yonr consideration.

EDUCATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINERS,

The Board of Education, by act passed December 20, 1861, .
ereated a State Board of Examiners, consisting of the Faculty of
the State University, for the examination of school teachers. By
the act referred to, the conrse of stady in the Normal Depart-
ment of the University is made the busis of examination, and the
certificates granted are perpetual.  The Board ie required to hold
all its sessions at the University.

There are many teachers in the Btate, whose faithfol and long-
eontinued services entitle them to the honorable recognition which
a State certificate would give. Some of these have already
made successful spplication to the State Board; but for various
reasons, their number is small. Oune of the most common objee-
tions i8, the necessary expense attending a trip to Iowa City to
attend the examination.

To realize the benefits originally intended, some means should
be devised to popularize this feature of the law. Some teachers
have suggested that there should be a board of examiners in each
Congressional or Judicial district; but this would deprive the
system of & head, which is 8o essential to its unity of purpose and
of action, and which is now very y located in the Stute
University. It is possible, thatif the President of the Board, who
by law, is the Professor of Theory and Practice of Teaching, were
authorized to hold sessions in different parts of the State, and em-
powered to call to his aid two or more peraons of the respective
localities, the desired result might be accomplished ; and thut too
without serious expense. Even authority to hold an examination
in connection with the annnal meeting of the State Teachers’
Association, would in part remove the objection,

These perpetnsl certificates should not be granted on scholarship
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alone; but evidence of successful teaching and governing shoglg
be required.

NORMAL DIPLOMAS,

It is one of the anomalous features of our law, that we hase
an inktitution under the eontrol and supervision of the State,
a course of study and training approved by the State, through i
appointed agents, which is designed to accomplish a certain spe
cific purpose, namely, the education of teachers; and yet, afier
the teachers have spent two or three years in mastering the eourss
and have complied with all the requirements of the State,
received the Diploma of the Institation, they are not considen
competent by the law to instruet in one of the commonest, ey
of the common schools of the State, until they have recei
certificate from a eonnty superintendent, or have a state ces
This is absurd and unjust. Let the State throw such guards
deems necessary, aronnd the awarding of diplomas; but,
they are once fairly earned, let them have some substantial
It is recommended that the diploma of the Normal Dep
of the State University, be made legal evidence of qu
to teach in any of the common schools of the State.

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

The reports of County Superintendents to this Department, ts
which you are respectfully referred, (Exhibit A) show that th
schools have generally been visited each term, as required by
amended law of April 3,1866; and that these visits have unifor
resulted beneficially. [

Tt is now nearly ten years since the first enactment of a law i
our State creating the office of County Superintendent of sehool
and to the intelligent observer there can be little doubt that tf
rapid advancement which the schools have made within that t
has been largely owing to efficient connty supervision.

ﬂinywm of county sapervision in vogue with us, is one wi

l:m adopted in a large number of States, and e i
with most satisfactory resnlts. “The friends of educ
those states where it has not yot been adopted, are
eurnestly for its introduction, Equhnnhhdlﬂd
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the most cflicient, and the most aconomical method of supervision
yet devised.

To perform the duties of Saperintendent well, requires as much
knowledge, as mnuch talent, as much labor, as much tiwe, and
involves as mueh responsibility, as to discharge the duties of any
county office whatever; hence the compensation should be equal
to that received by any other county officer. The Superintendent
should be a teacher, in knowledgo and skill, at least equal ta the
best teachers of the county. He should haveability to enpervise,
equal to that possessed by the best superintendents of eity schools.
As a public speaker, he should surpass many men who devote
themselves exclusively to the entertainment and instraction of the
public. With no less qualifieations can he discharge his duties
in examining, instructing, and advising teachers; and in awa-
kening an enthusi nong the people in behalf of edueation.
But the services of a person with these qualifications can not be
secnired without an adequat ti The best teachers
and superiutendents of city uchoolc in Iowa are now receiving
frow one thoueand to eighteen hundred dollars per annum ; and in
some other States as high as four thousand dollars.

It is & common and just cause of complaint, that in many eoun-
ties, after the Superintendents have filed their sworn statements
as required by law, the Board of insist upon cutting
down their accounts, and the superintendonts are left the alter-
native of submitting, or of instituting legal proceedings. They
usually sabmit, and resign in disgust,—too often to the prejudice
of the educational interests of the connty. In some instances
supervisors have raised technical objections, refusing to allow an
aceount at all, because tho Superintendent had not visited every
school each term ; when, perhaps, owing to the nnmber of schools
and the short time for which they were taught, a literal compliance
with the law was impossible.

It is recommended that the General Assembly fix the compen-
gation at some definite amount, which will enable the Snperin-
tendents, of at least the more populous to devote their
whole time and energies to the appropriate duties of the office, and
relieve them of the necessity of engaging in some other pursuit to
eke out a subsistence. In the populous counties the salacy should
notbu!‘euﬂuntweln hundred dollars per annum. The Super-
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intendent of Louisa county sugeests that it be “one hundred

dollars per year, with an addition of ten dollars for each organizeg
school in the county.” It should be remembered that Supesin’
tendents take their pay in coanty orders, which in some connties
are greatly depreciated.

STATE TEACHERS' ASSO_TATION.

A very eatisfactory cvidence of the healthy condition of saheg
interests, is found in the existence and maintenance of voluntary
associations among the teachers for self improvement and fhe
promotion of popular education. e

The State Teachers’ Aseociation, which has had an active exise
ence for thirteen years, is an important agency in the disseming
tion of enlightened educational views, through its lectures and
disenssions. The last annual session, held at Des Moines, was
largely attended by the representative teachers of the State, and
by other friends of educational progress. We introduce at this
place brief extracts from the proceedings of the Association, np
4 few important subjects :

“The rt of the Committee on Institutes was presented by
Mr. A. E. Roberts, of Des Moines, and adopted. Y
The Oommittee on Institutes respectfully submit the follo
‘Wagreas, Teachers’ Institutes have hitherto contributed
to infuse into the teachers of the State an ardeut love for their
calling, and an earnest desire to qualify themselves more fully fo
the weighty responsibility resting npon them; and, A
Wiagkeas, We believe no ageney within onr immediate reach
can be made so efficient in preparing teachers for their work, a
well-conducted institutes ;
Resolved, First, That we reaffirm the action of this Assoc
at its former meetings, in expressing its unqualified approb
Teachers’ Institutes as a most nln:ﬁo auxi in preparing tes
ers for their labor.
h%d. ;l’ltut tcllnlo Superg::aufdentof Pub}ie Inm-neﬁonhl:noq st
nt such a number of com t instructors as y de
s to conduct these insﬁtn?t::.m o
8d. the thanks of this Association are due to our agent
who have hitherto labored so faithfally in behalf of the edues:
ﬁonlllmvoﬂhshu,nndwhohudomithl :
in many instances at great personal sacrifice.

mm.umbn onlud o
Mﬂl’m_‘ holding ese associations,

it Bt
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5th. That the Executive Committee be requested to secure
during the eoming year, the holding of as many Normal Institutes
as may be deem exg:ﬁent for the. improvement of teachers in
those portions of the State where such assistance may be most
needeg,a and that the time for holding said Institutes should be two
weaks, or more, if 8 proper inteML manitested.

A. E. ROBERTS,
Chairman Committee.”

“The subject of Normal Schools was again ealled up, by Prof.
Piper offering an amendment to the first part of the report, as
follows :

Lzesolved, That a committee of three be appointed by this Asso-
ciation to memorialize the Legislature to pass a law which shall
secure the establishment of one Normal Sebool in each Con
ional District, as soon as fifty thonsand dollars shall be secured
from the people tor baildings and site in each.

After much earnest diseussion, the resolution of Prof. Piper was
adopted, and the second part of the report was stricken out. So
that the resolution of Prof. Piper became the report of the Associa-
tion on the subject of Normal Schools.”

“Prof. Perkins presented the following resolutions on the subject
of musie, whioh were adopted : s
Resolved, That vocal wmausic, practical and theoretical, ongbt to

bezuglsﬂ‘n ull the publie schools of the State, as a regular branch
of education.

M'“f That all Normal Schiool graduates and teachers licensed
to instruet in the public schools of the State, onght to be qualified
to instruct their pupils in singing.

Lewlved, That at the wm-mwnm
be appointed to superintend this department, whose duty it shall
wnmlnnﬁwﬁhnrucQMm” » e

“The report of the committee on resolutions waa read by Mr. G.
J. Tisdale, of Chickasaw county; and the report was sdopted; ns

That we have reason to feel ndl 1 to

Alm for the pr!ﬂle%c of again mmnﬁ: in {hgn:p’:dty

of u Tenchers’ Convention, in the abundant evidences we see

wround uofﬂnbh-io?o! pmndplnz,ad the many in-

g‘i’wio‘m of a constantly increasing interest in the great work of
ncation.

Resolved, That the b and most important work of a free
government, is to pro krthc]l;mcud thorongh edueation
of the masses,—an education that secure the full physical,

intelloctual and moral development of all its people, regard-
less of race, n’i’d:.giou, mdiﬁo&, or eolor. -~

Resolved, t we ice that onr statesmen and legislators are
beginning to wime truth of this proposition, as shown in




52 REPORT OF THE

the recent cstablishment of a National Burean of Education, g
the head of which has been placed that noble worker in the cayss
Hon, Henry Barnard of New York, and we hope that this by
will soon be made a departiment, second in power and influence
no other department of the government. C
Leesolved, That sinee it devolves npon the State to provide
the edueation of its children, a thorough supervision of the sehogly
becames a necessity of the State, and we urge upon our legi
the fact that the State Superintendent, County Superintendents
and District School officers ghould be liberally paid, and required
to visit their several charges, and exercise a thorongh supe
of the same.
Lesolved, That it equally devolves upon the State to see
the common schools are provided with good teachers, thoroy
qualified, who should be paid according to qualifications and lak
performed, and not as now, according to sex.
Leesolved, That we will favor the clection to office of only such
men as are willing to labor for the furtherance of the cause gf
neral education; and while we believe in the exercise of the
t liberty on all political and religions questions, we wish tha
those in whose hands is the educational charge of the S hot)
officers and teachers, should be strictly temperate, troly l::;:‘;
of untarnished moral character; and to such alone will we lend
onr support,”

TIOWA INSTRUCTOR AND SCHOOL JOURNAL.

The subseription to this Journal for the purpose of sending it |
County Superintendents, as authorized by the Tenth Geners
Assembly, has been continued. As heretofore, the Journal hus
contained all the decisicns of this Department in appeal cases, ang
some of the opinions in regard to the administration of the
law. The editorial labor is gratuitously performed by the 8
tendent of Public Instraction, asssisted to a small extent by per
Aappointed by the State Teachers’ Association. The Journal is
in its ninth volume. It forms an excellent means of cornmunicat
with teachers aud gchool officers throughout the State.

BOOKS.

Subsequent to the date of the last report, my |
office made very few changes in the text-books recommended for
use in the schools, though several additions were made to the lis
&mmmmmmmw
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Under the present law, nniformity of text-books throughont the
State is impracticable. Uniformity in each school is absolutely
essential to its highest success. Uniformity throughont a town-
ship district is important, and may easily be attained noder presont
legislation, and should always be enforced by the Board of Direc-
tors. Uniformity throughont a county or State is desiruble, but
not indispensable.

INCORPORATED INSTITUTIONS.

The State has nndertsken the importaut work of the edueation
of its children. Upwards of two millions of dollars per snnum
are now expended for the support of our system of common
schools, and it iz desirable to know to what extent the benefi-
cent aim of the State—the education of all its children—is accom-
plished. There are now in the State 372,960 persons of school
age; of these, 257,251 attended the common schools during the last
year, leaving a balance of 115,688, or thirty-one per cent. of the
whole number, who were not registered as belonging to the sohools
at all. Some thonsands of these were attending colleges, acade-
mies, and private schools, bat the actnsl number so attending is
unknown ; and we ean never know how many of the youth of the

State are growing np in ignorance, until reporta are received from

private and denowminational iustitutions. May not some inexpen-
sive means be easily devised for receiving such reporte, either di-

rectly from incorporated institutions, or indirectly through coanty
Superintendents 1

AMENDMENTS,

No radical change in the school law is recommended. Frequent
changes are detrimental to the interests of the schools. There is
no other law in whose administration so many are directly
engaged ; and slight evils are less objectionable than great and
frequent alterations.

Under the present system, which has been in operation about
ten years, our educational interests have had a remarkable develop-
ment ; and year by year the system is becoming more firmly eatab-
lished in the confidence of the people. True policy dictates an
adherence to the main features of the system, and an endeavor to
perfect it by the removal of defects as they become apparent. If
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the modifieations previously referred to are made, and a Nig
School established, it is believed that we may advance with §
creasing prosperity. There are, aléo, some minor alterations g
which I will briefly invite your attention.
To Section 15, Chapter 1, add the words: “or with the consey
of the board of directors,”
In Section 17, Chapter 1, in the seventeenth line from the
of the page, substitute the word “ten " for “five.””  This isn
sary to make the section harmonize with the fifth clavse of Seot
7. The want of harmony is evidently the result of oversight,
In Section 48, tenth line, substitute “board " for “meeting¥
The board is the proper custodian of school property bmd‘
electors cannot be called together until the annual meeti
which time the oceasion for interference may be passed.

STATE UNIVERSITY.

This Institution, located at Towa City, is in a flourishing eon
dition. It has a liberal endowment, elegant and eommo
buildings und grounds, an able and industrions Faculty, and
but to be more widely known, to be universally apprecinted
Since the reopening in 1860, it has enjoyed a rapid gmmh, ur
with the continued fostering care and liberality of the State,
become the just pride of our Commonwealth. _

The term of office of Hon. 8. J. Kirkwood, L. W. Ross,
Rush Olark, members of the Board of Trustees of the Universi
expires January 1, 1868, ]

For n detailed acconnt of the condition and progress of i
University during the last two years, reference is respectfully ma
(Exhibit 1), to the biennial raport of the Board of e
hereto appended.

METRIC SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES,

This is the application of the decimal system of notat
weights and measures. It derives its appellation from its
unit of extension—the meter, which is equal to 30.87 inches.
this initial unit are derived units of area or surface, cap
weight; and all the tables are formed from decimal divisi
multiples of these respective units, In other words, it is
application of the uniform scale of ten, which is found

e 4
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Federal currency, to all of onr weights and measures; and the
advantages which would result from its general adoption, are well
illnstrated by the superiority of United States enrrency to English
currency, as regards ease of learning and facility of computation.

The metric aystem had its origin in France, and i now nsed in
that conntry and her colonies to the exclusion of all other systems.
It is nsed exclusively in Spain and her colonies, in Portugal and
her colonies, in Holland and her colonies, in Belgium, Chili, and
Eyguador. Tt hns also been adopted, permissively, in sixteen other
countries of Europe and America, By nct of Congress of July,
1866, the metric system was legalized in the United States, and
provision made for its immediate introduction into the postal
department, and for sapplying the several states with sets of
standards. It has been in use fora long time in onr own conntry
among scientifie men, by whom its advantages were early appre-
ciated.

The adoption of the metric system will enable us to disy
entirely with our present tables of weights and measures, with
their incongruous scales and inbarmonions nomenclatore, It will
wonderfully increase the facility with which this part of arithmetic
may be learned in the schools and applied in busivess. The
systom of weights and measures which is now perfectly understood
by mone, will then be familiar to all. Its adoption by the principal
comuercinl nations of the globe which has now taken place, will
naturally lead to its adoption by all civilized nations ; which will
secure o uniform langnage of weights and measures from the
Equator to the Poles, and strengthen the bonds of the great broth-
erhood of man. This system, which has ulready been legalized
with us, will undonbtedly, in a few years, by the further legislation
of Congress, be made compulsory and exclusive. That we may be
prepared for the change, which is inevitable, the now system should
be familiarized through our public schools. Teach the children,
and they in turn will becomo the instructors of their parents. Its
introduetion into our schools should be encouraged by the State,
and its use in actual business legalized.

D. FRANKLIN WELLS,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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0TS FROM REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS,

FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 4, 1807.

—_— e

ADAIR COUNTY. :
WESLEY TAYLOE, SUPERINTENDENT, .

Adair county is increasing in popnlation very rapidly, The
schools are much larger than they were the preceding year, and
more numerous, and the demand for good and experienced toach-
ersis great. The applicants for schools are many, but well qualified
and efficient teachers are scarce. The schools of Adair county
during the past year have prospered tolerably well, considering
the many difficulties, arising from a lack of good and efficient
toachers ; every year, however, brings in an additional amount of
talont, either by immigration, or home enltivated genius, and

as our county settles, schools will continue to grow in numbers and
interest.

ALLAMAKEE COUNTY.

THEODORE NAOHTWAY, Ilﬂ’nmﬂ

-'l'
1 commenced visiting the schools in the county the 25th of
January, 1866; T have visited nenrly every eohool in the county
me’&mhm T would have visited them all, had they
been in operation or session when I made my regular visiting

tour. I generally visited two schools a day, staying two or three
honrs in each school. I think these visits were generally (with a
few exceptions) appreciated by the teachers and pupils both.
‘When I entered npon my daty, T found only one eclass of certifi-
cates in the hands of the teachers, which had been a custom of
my predecessors to issne only first grade certificates. Secing that
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it would be an insult to a good teacher to put them on the
basis with a poor ove in regard to standard of qualifications ¥
have changed that system and granted certificates of three gra
Those who answer correctly 80 per cent. of the questions m
or possess & thorough knowledge of the several branches
taught, receive certificates of the firet grade; 75 per cent., of |
second ; and 60 per cent., of the third. In my opinion this gysts
is & fur better one than the former. It gives several advantage
directors are enabled to distinguish between first, second andy i
class teachers, The best teachers ought to command the highs
wages, and boards of directors ought to fix the compeneation ;
cording to the grade of the certificates. I have from Jany
to October 5, 1806, examined 100 applicants, and issued
lowing graded certificates: 86 received a first class, 45 a se
class, and 28 a third class certificate, and ten were rejected.

I have taken great pains to ascertain the general condition of
schools and am satisfied, that while some of them are condug
in an efficient and progressive manner, many are deficient in ¢
government, system and methods of instruction. e
several reasons for the deficiency, amoug the more prominen!
which is s want in the number of good practical teachers.
I'have the satisfaction to state, that there is some progress,
many things are wanting, many difficulties to be encountered
upon the whole, they are advancing and I think, by prope
agement, they can all be made first class schools. In submity
the annexed report, I regret to say that some of the items
correct or reliable. It is impossible to obtain correct returns
long s sub-directors and secretaries take no pains in gatl
the iteme. Sub-directors should be paid for their work,
would be an inducement to them to do their duty, and see
should be paid better for their work, in order to make it
for educated persons to take sn office of that kind.

As I said before, I have visited all the schools in the count
I cannot visit them again, unless the board of supe
change their views in regard to the matter. Boards pert
are not always the best educated, therefore they don't kn
importanes of the duties of superintendonts; and our sch
not becowe prosperons, uotil the control of them is
their hunds ; forignorance never will produce wisdom and
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AUDUBON COUNTY.

B, F. THOMAS, SUPERINTENDENT.

L Fieting achoole.—Since last January I have visited all
but two, and some have been visited twice. I spend, genorally
abalf day in each, and sometimes more. Children and pnmt;
seem glad at my presence. [ usually talk a little to the scholurs
and teuchers, for the improvement of both.

IL  Zchers.—1 examine both verbally and written.,  The
board of directors are informed, and wages wro given accordingly ;
the higher the grade, the higher the wages, and tho greater Ih;
effort. A majority take some edueations! Jjournal.  Good
close examination, Tenehors’ Assaciations and Tnstitutes,

1L Teachers Inatitutes.—Nearly all attend the Institate.
They may be improved by lhiaving the very best educators for con.
duoetors,

TV. Let us have more Normal and Teachers’ Teaining Sel
We have two teachers from South-western Ohio Normal ssclm:nol?h.

BENTON COUNTY.
AMOS DEAN, SUPERINTENDENT.

Ounr school system needs no radieal chan Excellont seh
are tho result of its aetion, wherever it h‘i:tolliputly lnm
detnimd‘ Our citizens keonly nppreciate the u
of one or more Normal Schools for the preparation of teachers for
onr common schools; also of a State Reform Sehool for juvenile
offenders. Muny touehing instances have come nnder my notice,
humanity of our legislators for a law making

by & course less revolting and diegracoful and botter ndapted t
tho
desired end, than imprisonment in fails g
Pl ml:pn Jjnils and penitentiaries, with old
A lnw definitely authorizing boneds of directors to areet suitablo
buildings, and establish at central positions in their respective
distriet townships, ubooltofuh[glmmdothmﬂwmm




of the best and surest method of obtaining a higher st
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school, which shall be open to all peraons without regard to 7o, in
the district township, provided the applicant has attained g
required grade of qualifications for admission, would offer g
tages of which many enterprising districts wonld hasten to yyg
themsel ves. o

I believe it would be better to eleet directors for the term of tw
years and have the members divided in two classes, onelulf
hold over each year. Their experience wonld benefit new i
bers. Members should be paid a r able comp tion fop tiy
spent in official services. y

BOONE COUNTY.
M. T. HARLAN, SUPERINTENDENT.

Duriug the summer each school has been visited onee.
visite were spent in a thorongh analysis of the school system|
this connty, after which the connty superintendent was e
vineed of the great necessity of achange ir the system. el
fore has adopted the graded system. It was ascertaived thatuy
the present system (classification) of our common schools, & mul
plication of classes wns working a great injury to the school
some schools of thirty scholars each having as many as fif
classes, and each class reciting as often as four times a day, Th
is great need of system in our schools,

Examinations have been so fur oral, keeping a record o
same. Each certificate Is graded, also each separate branch; b
two grades of certificates, first and second. The grade
certificate has reference to the ability of the bearer to go
conduct a school 3 that of each branch to his or her profic
answering questions in the branches. This plan is d
give the directors an opportunity of knowing the real
the teacher.

Undoubtedly Institutes and Tenchers’ Associations are valna
auxiliaries to our schools ; but they cannot satisfy the demunt
the present time. It is too mnch like n finishing toneh up
shapod tool ; too much practice withont theory. My own opi
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qualification of teachers is quite different from many others who
have written upon the subject. This I conceive to bo trua of the
haman mind : no manean do a thing properly until he has learned
t? do it. Then the first object songht is, how to prepare institn-
tions in which tho teacher may be tanght Lis profession. We have
such an institation in our State, but it is too remote for many parts
of the Stato to get benefit of it ; therefore the following has strongly
suggested itself to my mind: The State ehould bo divided into as
muny normal districts ns there are congressional districts, and one
or more uormal schools should be establised in each of said districts
for the education of teachers and those who desire becoming such.
This, I think, will meet onr wants. The genius of onr govern-
ment is admirably adapted to this system.

The law should be so amended that each director give bonds for
the faithfnl performance of his duties, and that the said director be
paid for all services. Chapter 1, section 12, should read  between
seven and twenty-one.” Ohildren shonld not enter the school-room
at five years of age. Section 5 of the same chapter ghonld be
canceled, and section 30 of the same chapter ho so amended a8 to
rend, “Tt shall be tho duty of the hoards of directors to lovy a
J_ﬂmn:n t::'eh mdb:’f:hi that a good, snbstantial sehool-house be
erected h sl et in their respective townshi ;
officers should be elected in the fall. iy e

Arguments might here bo produced in favor of the above, but
it is deemod nnnecessary. Wo are all agroed that without edn-
eation there can be no free institutions of government, and we all
know from the past that the ignorance of tho masees is the sword
of the tyrant and the strength of the monarch. If the head and
heart bo well educated, the government is safe.

BUENA VISTA COUNTY,

OLE M. STALA, SUFERINTENDENT.
Ihmevi-itodﬂ:snhoahuuhuuhmm.nmhwuqm
lmmhuyw‘hvcnﬂmm'to.u hold of first class
toachers yet; but they aro taking a higher stand, I have had
great trouble in gathering the itams of this connty, beeause the
Al
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secrelary has been absent, and I bave had mno report from | X
We have no school-houses here yet, but we shall have two res
in time for winter school.

CHEROKEE COUNTY.
GEORGE E. FISUER, SUPERINTENDENT,

I have visited most of the schools of this county twice, an
some of them three times, during the past year, and found fle
generally in a flourishing and prosperous condition—perhap
that could be expected in our sparsely settled community. Th
teachers for the summer schools were mostly beginners, but labor
carnestly for the improvement of the pupils under their charg
although, I regret to say, their efforts were not, in all cases, fu
appreciated by the parents.

The people of this county fully appreciate the importanea
our schools, and cheerfully submit to heavy taxation to sup
them. Our school directors are generally faithful in the dischs
of their duties, and anxions to promote the welfare of our schog
and increase their usefulness.

CLAYTON COUNTY.
6. W. COOK, SUPERINTENDENT.

I regrot to say that many of the items of my statistical rep
not reliable. It seems to be impossible to obtain correct returs
although special instructions were issued to cach of the dist
secretaries. -

Visiting schools.—During the year I have visited nearly all
schools in the county, many of them twice, spending on an
one-half day in each, My efforts have been chiefly di
correct methods of teaching, and the establisliment and prese
of good order. Always cordially received by the teacher

M ;
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There is & growing interest in the schools of the county—the
best teachers are engaged long before the schools begin. It is to
be regretted that we have so few jfirst elass teachers, ss there is a
constant demand for them. The people are beginning to consult
their own interests. Our schools ave making rapid strides, and are
wore prosperous than ever before,

Teachers—My method of examining teachers is both written
and oral (oral preferred) and only use the written when I have
large classes to examine,

Certificates are graded npon the plan adopted by Prof. A, 8,
Kissell.

One normal gradueate teaching in the county.

School qfficers—1 have thought more full and correct reports
might be obtained by giving &chool officers suitable compensation
for the time employed ; as few men like to spend their time and
receive no pay, while others are being remuncrated for their
services,

Appeals.~There have been but fow appeals. I am of opinion
that the majority of appeals can be settled at home by the super-
intendent, if he will make the effort. I am not troubled with

DProgress~During the year 4 considerable number of good new
school-houses have been erected, and others are in progress, Per-
haps in wo former year bave 8o many good houses been erceted.
There is yet room for improvement, and we trust the people will
see to it that each sub-district is furnighed with a good school-house.

OLINTON COUNTY.
R, J. OROUON, FUFERINTENDENT.

I have but few suggestions to make. Ounr schools are in a
flonrishing condition, and more interest is being manifosted by
our people in the advancement of our educational interests than
over bofore. This is evidenced by the first class school buildings
that are being erected in all parts of onr connty, and the steady
increasing demand for a higher grade of teachers!

Thn;imlﬂdytbamliut,thmou I am convinced that it
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ghonld be the policy of educational men and women througly,
the State to ask for a law compelling the attendance of Uhi!w
at school between the ages of seven and fourteen years, and [
submit that T am sustained in this conclusion by the facts in g
case.  When we come to notice the disparity between the rm )
of pupils enumerated, and the number actually in school, the
record ig, indeed, startling, and should call loudly for a remedy, i
The basis of onr free institutions is emphatically the intelligene
of the people, and never was this more fully demonstrated thanjg §
our late contest for the preservation of our government. Thy
people of the loyal North, educated in our free schools, were trye
to their eountry and humanity, while the people of the Son
ignorant, having been deprived of the benefits of free schog
were ready to destroy the government, and became the easy dupesof
corrnpt and designing men.  If then, the State should be requin
to provide for the education of her children as a guarante
their good behavior ns citizens, and the prevention of crime and
misery, she undoubtedly has the power to require that all shy
avail themselves of her beneficence, especially when her securits
depends npon it. Ioping that this subject may have the earng
and ecareful consideration of the friends of education thro
the State, T herewith fling my banner to the breeze with
motto, “intelligence is aecurity, ignorance is danger, The Stal
compels the education of her children as a pledge of eafoty.”

DALLAS COUNTY.
AMOS8 DILLEY, SUPERINTENDENT.

I have epent a week in collecting material for this report; and
it is a8 nearly correct as T have been able to make it. The report
of tho district secretaries, with but two exceptions, have bee
almost worthless, and it is only at the expense of a great deal ¢
time and labor that I have been able to make a report at all. |
send it at the earlicet date, that if there should be any mistake
you may have time to return it to me for correction.

T was appointed in June of this year to fill a vacancy, and kb
but little of the past history of the schools in this connty.
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board of supervisors has made it the duty of the superintend.
ent to visit ench school twice during each term, paying bim there-
for three dollars and fifty eents per day.

1 have made since my appointment, eighty visite, spending as
nearly as practicabla one-half day in ench school; and I think
that thess visits have been of some benefit, Some schools are in
good condition, and show that they have been mauaged by come
petent teachers, while many others show that they bave been
handled by incompetent persons or those who eare nothing for
their eeliools, except as a means of obtaining a mouthly ealary
from the school fund, Such a condition of things is deplorable,
but I can searcely eonceive how & anperint t, singlo handed,
is to remedy the evil. There are several canses operating together
to prevent our schools from bocoming what they ought to be.  One
of these coauses is the fact that most of the distriet boards have
fixed the compensation of teachers so low that competent teachers
aro driven to seek employment elsewhere, Bo that, except in
those sub-distriets that are ablo to raise by individual contributions,
o snfliclent amount in excoss of the sum allowed by the board to
cnable them to pay & fair salary, they have to put np with second
and even third rate teachers. And if the saperintendent should
raise the standard of qualifications to what it should be, they
would be compelled to do without schools, Another is that the
patrons of the schools take no pains to inform themselves of their
condition, and scarcely ever visit them. I am not prepared to sng-
gest any changes in the echool laws. Of the necessity of provid-
ing additional facilities for the professional education of teachers,
there can be no doubt, but as to the means, I have not investigated
the matter sufficiently to give an intelligent opinion.

DECATUR COUNTY.
J. W. PRNNEY, SUPERINTENDENT.

1 entered upon my duties as snperintendent in January, 1866,
and was the firet to visit the schools of the connty, In many dis-
teicts I found teachers, pupils and patrons ready to welcome me,
and all seemed anxions that I shonld know how they had been




08 REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS,

spending their time. I soon perceived, as I thought, a et
amoug teachers and school officers on the subject of school matte
and accordingly ealled all to attend the Teachers’ Institute and gy
for themselves the importance of taking a higher stand in g¢
matters. This meeting resnlted in much good. I received y
assurance of nearly all present that they would unite with me g
raising the standard of qualitieations in those who are to s
the door of the temple, to & point never reached in this oy
before. Some of those who had been teaching in the county fo
some time were refused certificates.  Sowe of these afterward p
tarned, whom I found fur advanced in the scale of intelloctual eyl
ture, and even thankful for being thus gently suspended for a tim
I regret that something cannot be done to induce parents aud
rous to take more interest in the morul and intellectunl welfirg
those whom they are called to protect and provide for. 1y
found wherever the parents are in the habit of visiting the el
once or twice n month, that the scholars are advanced at lo
per cent, above the general average; and that the advancem
increases in an accelerating ratio as the interest of patrons is my
manifest.

The schools of the independent district of Leon opened Septe
ber 24, 1866, under the superintendence of Mr. A. J. Abbott,
merly of Bac City, Sac county, lowa. Mr. Abbott is n gra
of the Normal Department of the State University, a
teacher, and under his supervision the scholars are maki
proficicncy. The conduct and management of the schoo
is the sure harbinger of & bounteous harvest of good things
youth of Leon and vicinity,

-

DUBUQUE COUNTY.
3 3. E. NORMAN, SUPERINTENDENT,

The echioals of this county generally are doing very
+ believe the duty imposed npon county superintendents ti

schools under thier supervision, is exercising o beneficial |
for while it is coursgement to faithful, energetic tes
¥
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acts as & cheek apon those who are thoughtless and careless in the
discharge of their datics.

Lsminations—1 employ two methods in the examination of
teachers, oral sod written—have no set form of questions—select
ten practical examples from the branches preseribed in the law, and
determine from the aecuracy aud promptoess of the applicant how
to docide,

Cortificates.—1 bave three grades, based npon a seale from 0 to
100, and issue no certificate noless the applicant answers correetly
60 per cont. of all the questions given. I renew vone but first-
class cortifieates,

Appeals.—The present law suthorizing “appeals” to connty
superintendents should be sbolished in toto, Its existence is o
mere invitation to *any one aggrieved " pursonally, politieally,
and gometimes religionsly, it we may uee such a term, to flod fault
with, and annoy district boards and school officers.

Indspendent distriet  boards,—Vive officors, in my opinion,
wonld manage the business of independent districts botter than
seven, to-wit: president, vice-president, secretary, tressurer, and
one director ; secretary and troasurer to give bonds for the faithfal
disehnrge of their duties, be elected annually and receive a fair com-

for their services, Neither independent nor distriet
bonrds shiould be authorized to exwmine or issne certificates to
tenchers, and shonld base their appointments upon the grade of
certificate given by the connty superintendent. Many reasons too
numerous to be embraced in this report could be given for the
above suggestions,

All sehioal officers should be remunerated in proportion to their
officially discharged duties.

Our bowed of enpervisors bave at all times remunerated mo
liberally for my services. L receive 83,00 per day for office dutics,
and $3.50 for visiting sohools. My whole time is fully occupied
with the duties of my office,
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FAYETTE COUNTY.

4. M. FELTS, SUPERINTENDENT.

1 have visited nuarly all the schools in the county ones, g
many of them twice, since the first of January, 1866, Jy
from the receptions with which I have met, I think my se
have been highly appreciated by teachers, patrons, and scholus
1 think onr schools are better than the schools of any adjoind
county, better than teachers and people from the enst expeot |
find them.

I bave conducted my examinations orally since my term of o
began, thongh I prefer written examinations, and am pry
questions for that purpose at present. The grade of u tenclie
certificates is the principal criterion by which teachers are Judg
when they are not personally known, or otherwise by reputation,

‘We have no Normal graduates, though a goodly number of g
teachers, most of which subseribe for an educational journal, )
have n great many poor teachers, but few of which subecribo.

We do most decidedly need a higher standard of qualification
teaching. I thinkif the Normal Department of our State Unis
gity were in successful operation, a good standard raised (attal
there, and patterned after through the State, we might eas
secure ik

We have had no “Institate™ this year, but will hav
week—oxpect a large attendance. I make attendance a
for receiving certificates. Institutes may be made more inter
and useful by making them more practical,

Prompt and full reports may be secured by having teachiors |
school officers supplied with registers, books, &e. I'think
shonld be paid for their services and compelled to do th ‘
I think the delay and expenses attending litigation may be avoid
in part, if not entirely, by submitting matters of controvers
arbitration. '

T do not think it necessary to logislate more at present to ence
age the purchasing of district libraries. _
Our schools are iucreasing quite fast in interest and efficle
and if our teachers received a fair compensation, so there
some attraction to indves good teachers to come into the
¥
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we oonld reject more of our poor teachers, we might soon have
good schools as a general rule; otherwize we sbounld have good
Normal schools to educate onr own teschers.

FREMONT COUNTY,
0. L. BUTTS, SUPERINTENDENT.

Visiting sohools.—As my appointment was in September of
1866, and election in October, there was but little time for me
to visit schools, and consequently did but little in that sphere; but
this year 1 have spent a half day with nearly all the schools in the
connty, and find the majority of them prospering tolerably well,
congidering the accommodations, and negligence on the part of
many of the school officers. Yot 1 am proud to say sehool officers
are becoming alive to their high position, and are putting forth
renowed energy in the great cause of education,

Books.—We have, unfortunately, got our county supplied with
Wilson's scaries of readers and spellers, instead of MceGufly's,
which are as far superior to Wilson’s as the light of the eun is to
that of the moon ; but we have a move on hand to make a change
8 goon s practicable.

Teachers— Thorongh qualified teachers are becoming more
numerous, and would be in abundance if the several boards of
directors would raise their teachers’ salaries so as to sufficiently
compensate them for their services, and always make a difference

in the salary according to the qualifications of the teacher, which
idea some of the sub-dircetors are beginning to rightly appreciate.

Livaminations,—They bave been principally oral, and certificaten
and qualification, regulated according to time of the grant of the
eertificate.  The differont grades being twelve, nine, six, and four
months. A few have been granted to teschers, whore I could not
grant them consistently, by the teacher presenting a petition from
the district in which he desived to teach, signed by all or

ty, of the patrons of that distriet.
W that is done, the examination might as well be dispensed
the offica of connty superintendent, likewiso.—Superin.
tendont Public Instruction).
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Teachers' Institute.—There was no iustitute last year, bug
year we had one, which was pretty well attended, consideri 1
cirenmstances surrounding us. lot-—The.totcheu have not §
fully aroused to the vast importance of it. 2d—There hasf
but few here, and last year was missed, hence, there has he
enconragement, but the prospects are flattering now for the

Remarks.—The connty superintendent should have a sty
annual salary sufficient to support him, that he may spend b
whole time in visiting schools, examining teachers, deliverin >
least, one lecture on education in each district township, to amy
patrons, hold institutes, and see to the interests ol‘
general. But as it now is, here, I can make tonclu.ug ol
(select) from §3.50 to $4.00 in greenbacks, per day, but in ten
to my office £3.00 per day in county warrants, which &
worth only fifty cents on the dollar of the gr.eenbwk. Her
get $1.50 per day ; now can a man afford to live on $1.50
(and now he could not apply more than four months’ servies)
leave the chance of getting $3.50 for the sake of what the
allows? ‘

HENRY COUNTY.
REV. SAMCEL L. HOWE, SUPERINTENDENT. .

The schools in this county are more flourishing th
koew them before. The teachers are more in earnest to
themselves thoroughly for their work, and more faithfal in the
charge of their duties. Iow long they will remain so it is
sible to tell.

If party politics and sectarian interests are to control
of county superintendents, as in this connty, our schools ¢
be what they ought to be. The only rule, in my judgms
people to adopt, is to choose the most competent and &l
they have, elect Aém, and then pay him a reasonable alary,
salary should be fixed by law, and not left, as now, in any me
to the mercies of a board of supervisors. The frequent ch
superintendents works injury to onr schools, greater by
the frequent change of tenchers. Unless a remedy

¥
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can be found, the office of sonnty superintendent is in many eases
worse than aseless, and in most cases of little benefit, and should
ba abolished, for » suflicient length of time, at least, for the people
to learn more wisdowm in the selection of a man to serve them jn
that cipacity.

All schiool officers, as T regard it, should be paid a reasonsble
componsation for their services, und then under penalty be cow-
pelled to perform their daty.

Paronts should be compelled by law to send their children to
sohool, a cortain number of school years; and by no other neans,
I think, can the whole people bo educated.

Our institute is thought to be the best and most profitable ever
held fo this connty. At the first session, one bundred and fifty-
eight teachers .wore present, and one handred sud twenty-eight
continned till its close. The interest increased continually till the
end of the last session. These are important facts in our favor,
a% institates very generally decrease in numbers, so that often-
times very few remain at the time of adjournment, and the interest
is apt to flag as its termination approaches.

HOWARD COUNTY.

) REV. T. W. LEE, SUPKRINTENDENT,

 Wikitiny schools.—1 havo visited all the schools (except three),
In my connty, twice, spendivg in the small ones & half, and in
e large ones an entire day. I requeat the teachers to pursne
usnal course during the forenoon, (for T can tell as much
about teachers’ real qualifications by seoing thom in motus] service

s I can by hearing them answer a fow uestions), and in the
afternoon, 1 examine the l!lihlihhlh‘llr? 8, point out the
i teachers and

errors I seo during the day, and

scholars to do right Gater all cIrotpia g ® *

From three to four o'clock T w Tectare on the daties of

midm, and teschers, and importance of an edn-
, and the best way to obtain it, &e., do. :

Our school-houses have boen mn:'rod bat very little since my

first . ;dlmnlohndmyldv!oe.lndmkyhgm



4 REPORTS OF COUNTY BUPERINTENDENTS.

govern themselves accordingly. I invite parents and
officers to visit the schoole with me, snd all seem well il
with my method of procedure. :

improving from year to year, and more especially for the |
three years. The most of our teachers are trying to fit thems
for the worlk, and in some of our school districts they are well
for their labor. We hope soon to be able to employ tencher
first and second grade omly, (and send those of a lower pm
farther west), and pay them as the first and second class should
paid.

Teachers~When 1 inspect a large class, I use written questis
and the candidates are required to give written answers, but
small clags I use oral questions, In grading certificutes, I i
into cousideration what I see in the school room, (qualificatic
manage a school, &e.,) as well as the answers to a list of questi
I grade my certificates first, second, third, and fourth grade. T
three first I give for a year, and the fourth for six months,

Abont one-fourth of our teachers tuke the Jowa Sehool Jour

QUESTIONS FOR THE EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS FOI 18

1. Write your name, age, and post-office address.
2, In what academy, seminary, or college, have you pun
your studies ?
8. How many terms have you taught school ? ;
4. Are you a regular reader of any educational journall
5. What is spoken langnage? k
6. Name the organs of voice, and of speech?
7. What is a letter?
8, What is the power of a letter in distinction from its
9. What respectively are vocals, subvocals, and asp i
10. Write words containing the first, second, third and |
sounds of a; first and second of ¢; firet, second and third of
and the first, second, third and fourth of u. -
11. Define a proper diphthong and improper, a proper tf
thong and improper, and give an example of each. ,
12. How may the number of syllables a word contains al
be known
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13, When is the hy equi ' i

oMt n\tu requisite and when not, in the forma-
4. Qorreet the following words: Ruime, Etamo i

T . &, Etamollogy, Elipcis,

Metafor, Cinechdochee, Febuary, Runing, Sirtificate, l;mx[hry,

READING,

. .lém-l)nﬁne articulation, inflection, aceent, emphasis, and pronun.

2. Makeand nume the prinei i ‘
iR ¥ pal points or marks nsed in writing
3. How much do you require a class to read at o
: ne timo §
:. glu; does the circumflex nsaally express |
+ Lo what kind of enbjects is the monotone proper] :
8. What constitutes good reading e

GEOGRAPHY,

1. What is the earth !
2. How much less is the dizmete: ;
B g oqnuo:! wmeter of the earth from pole to
8. Into what three departments is geography di
| phy divided ¢
: wm‘?mdﬁﬁmm ia spherical 1
i ure polar es located just 984 degrees, rather
than a few degreos farther north or sonth of the polest
:. m‘mthonmuo“hepdndrdut
. meridian usually divides th  Enstern
and Western Hemispheres ! ? i
:. gm is a continental island ?
9. Do you understand the use of globes and ontll
ﬁmjnvnmﬁ&AM'tg Sk
10, Km the capital and chief towns and rivees of Towa,
11. Bouuad Olio and Norway, and give their eapitals,
1. What is grammar? 1
2. Nawe the parts of spoech,
8. When do proper nouns become common, and why |
4. How may a common noun become proper i
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5. Show how suy word, sigu, phrase, or sentence, may b
a nonn,

6. What are defective verbs? y

7. Define s compound verb, and show how it should be parg

8. How are adverbs formed from adjectives and nouns?

9. Deeline goose. e .

10. Parse wersin the sentence Well, sir, said I, how dw
like my pett

11. Parse sorn in the sentence: And the next day,
morning and afternoon, he was kept by our party, ‘

19. Parse speakisg in the sentence: Properly speaking, th
is no such thing as chanee, i

13. Parse ¥roym mETWeEN in the sentence: From bety
seaks, the eye glances up to a bright eloud.
P"’:*. Analyze and parse the following sentence: Thuat i w

1 eaw.
ARITHMETIC,

1. What is arithmetic.
2, Define mathematics. : ,
4. Define respectively notation, numeration, addition,
tion, multiplication, and division,
l.' Wluﬁ. ia necessary that numbers may be added inko ong
5. What is meant by the reduction of Mlufu%
6. Write a pure, & mixed, and a comples decimal {
7. ‘What relation does time bear to longitude? N
8. What is compound interest, nnd how does it
simple interest !
0, Define alligation, and state its use.
10. Define the cabe root of a number.
11, What is the difference between (6-|-4)x2, and @

2 L4838
19, 9—j5—1-x—of-% —
a 28 4 8 :
18. Find the length of a ladder reaching 12 feet into the!
from a window 82 feet high. D
14. How many feet of boards will be required to m

dozen boxes whose inner dimensions shall be 24 feet in
breadth, and 14 feet in depth, the boards being 1 inch in
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JISTORY.

1. When, and by whom, was North America first discovered

2, Where ¢id Columbus first land, and when !

8. Where did the Pilgrim Fathers first land, and what lady was
drowned while landing !

4. Tell what you know of Capt. John Swith; also, of Poca-
hontas.

5. Where, when, and by whom were slaves first landed

6. Tell what happened at Lexington, April 19, 1775.

7. Tell what you know of William Penn, King Philip, Rogor
Williams, Daniel Boone, Benjamin Franklin, Patrick Henry, Gen,
George Washington, Lafayette, Warren, Braddock, W. Beott,
Cornwallis, Wolfe, Robert E. Lee, U7, 8. Grant, and Abraliam
Lincoln.

8, When was the battle of Fort Sumpter fonght, and how many
were killed !

9. When did President Lincoln issue his emancipation procla-
mation !

10.  When, where, and how many men did Gen. Loe surrender
after the fall of Richmond

Teavkers® Inatitutes—Our Institates have been attended by
about fonr-fitths of our tenchers.

Hon. G. J. Tisdale conducted onr Institate in 1860, and Dr. J.
L. Enos, in 1867, Each was a success. I think our last, con-
ducted by Dr. Enos, the best we have ever had in this connty.

I think » Teachers’ Institute should not exceed six wocks, nor
bo leas than two in duration. Teachers usnally go to the Institate
Monday snd retnen on Saturday, which leaves but four fall daye

tor instruction and improvement, consequently too many of them
roturn to their sehools, and soon back-slide into the old track, and
forget the many important facts they had not time to commit to
memory.

T make attendance a requisite for obtaining s certificate.

Sohool gfficers.~The Inw should be amended so ne to give all
school officers pay for services.

Appeals—The most of appeals ean be settled at home by the
enperintendent, if' he nnderstands the school law, (and will do his
duty), and will make the effort.
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N
I think a decision from the Superintendent of Public Iny
tion will generally give better satisfaction than oue rendered §

arbitrators, . .
The county superintendent should receive a salary large enogy

T

to enable him to devote his whole time to the interests of o
schools,

Text books should be uniform thronghout the State ; and
readers ghonld be changed every four years.

Large schools should be properly graded. )

Exagr:ises in gymnastics should be introduced into .u-.g
schools twice a day or more frequently, to drive away drowsins
and dull care in summer, and to vivify and enliven in winwr,!

“Man, know thyself!” Therefore let the study of anat )
and physiology be introduced into our schools, and let males ay
fomales who are far enough advanced, study this imiportag
neglected, branch of learning.

JACKSON COUNTY.
D. A, FLETCHER, SUPERINTENDENT.

My annual report is half a month behind time, on
township secretaries failing to report te me in time. Sta
be of any value, should be accurate. Tam pretty well sati
some columng in my report are not correct. Ont of twent
secretaries who report to me, not one had the amonat res
from the county treasury correct. I got that item from the
clerk. Some report the number attending school the sam
number of children in the township. The items of this
I knew to be incorrect, I have left blank. Some add to
number of those attending winter and summer schools,
the total as the number attending school during the year,
manifestly, nearly doudle the trne number. I think thes
would not be made if you should furnish for distribution, with
blanks, a small sheet giving precise directions to the secr
how to report these items. o~
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JOHNSON COUNTY.

BEY. JONATIAX OSMOND, SUPERINTENDENT.

Tt is gratifying to be able to say that there is evidence of incross-
ing interest in onr sehools. A larger number and a much better
clusa of school-houses have been erected during the enrrent year,
Some advance has been made in the salaries of teachers. Under
the operation of the revised school law, the superintendent has
visited all the schools in the connty, This had not been done for
several years. This visitation afforded him an opportunity not
only to address the pupils in every school, but also to enjoy much
pleasant intercourse with echool directors and the parents of the
children in their homes and the public meetings which he ad-
dressed, and whero he conferred with them a8 to the best means
of advancing the cause of true edueation. Tt beeame evident in
the conrse of these visits, that the vandal pirit, (alas! o manifest
in the county hitherto) in the wanton destruction, dilapidation aud
dofi t of sehool-h and their furniture, has been arrested.
This indicates the prevalence of a higlier moral tone in our teach-
ers, and its infusion into the minds of their pupils. This we regard
as a vital point, for if onr teachors fuil to possess the proper moral
(as well as intellectual) qualifications for their work—fail to renlize
their responsibility, as those to whorm the edueation of the rising
generation is intrusted—our edueational system must be o failure,
Tt will soon cease to command the respect or confidenco and |
eration of the patriot, to say nothing of the Olielstian. The word
of God is read in the majority of our schools; shoald be in all,

The Tonchers® Institute, held in Towa Oity in Decomber, was
very efficiently conducted by our worthy State superintendent, and

hus oxerted a very beneficial inflnence on onr schools in sovers]
respects.

The most enconraging advance in the county in the right diree-
tion has been made in this city. The public sehools are now under
the management of an able and cfficient board of officers who were
elected without regard to politieal partics, They are devising lib-
eral things for the instruction of the young, and have placed our
schools in the hands of very competent texchers. We now hope
that the reproach nnder which the ancient eapital restod with refor-
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.
ence to public schools, will soon be wiped out. And just i
portion as the canse of publie instruction flourishes in the eity,y
the schools improve thronghout the conuty. .
It 18 but simple justice to mention here, that those teachor
have enjoyed the advantages of the Normal Department
State University are very far in advance of their associates,
are, with very few exceptions, efficient teachers. O of gayg
nies wil.
While we believe that we are progressing, it most be confl
that we have only made a hopeful beginning. Particular log
in the connty might be mentioned which seem to be in the vy
improvement, but ss it might seem invidious to single out &g
where all cannot be mentioned, we forbear,
As a general thing the most intelligent men are elected soli
directors. There are some sad exceptions to this rale, and §
too, where intelligence most abounds. There are instances wh
the control of the schools seems to be sought in order to wi
them for party ends. )
Our advantages for obtaining superior teachers, owing te
facilities afforded by the State University in our midst, are
fear, duly appreciated ; or incidentally, these advantages ten
gome measure to lower the standard of remuneration to
and thus the grade of qualification ; the supply being in
the demand for teachers, and the less enterprising prof
remain near home, and in order to do this are willing to
lower per diem than those of more energy. School off
think that economy always consists in obtaining cheap com
ties, are found employing those who offer to work for
wages. *We can get five times as many teachers as we wan
what we have been paying; I don’t see any reason for raieis
wages,” was the remark made to the writer by a school ¢
far from the State University. For this reason onr best te
are (many of them) employed outside of our own county,
The same classes of certificates and standard of grad
continned. My predecessor, W, J. Iaddock, Esq.,
during bis term of office, the intellectual standard o
and I desire to maintain this, and advance it if possible.
also, by carcful examination aud otherwise, to raise the s
of general qualifications excluding those wonld-be teaches

h_ua not & proper appreciation of the responsibilities of the posi-
uonlheymktomvhmduehnmmmd of natural
and moral fitness for the work of instracting the yonng.
.'I‘Iul,etiouof the legislatare in requiring a knowledge of the
history of the United States, was very proper. If our State
authorities wonld from time to time add to tho Jist of subjects of
examination, such requirement would greatly tend to deter the
unqualified from presenting themselves as candidates for certifi-
cates, and would stimulate our schools to enlarge their course of
stuly. Some systematic offort should be made to clevate tho
staudard of qualifieation on the part of our teachers, and give

r;ir purenit more permanency, and more adequately reward thoir
&, -
.

JONES COUNTY.
J. Bt STILIMAN, SUPERINTENDENT,

A!lhongh we have many good schools in Jones county, still the
fact is very apparent that the educationsl interests of our county
are ut & low ebb, and so will remain as long as our board of super
visors return votes of thanks to retiring connty superintendents for
not doing anything in the way ot visiting schools, thereby saving
the county necdlese (1) expense. They do not objest to payi
89,000 per yoar for gopher scalpe, but do objeet to paying s
Lundred per year for visiting schools, .

However, wo are hoping for more Iiboral views from our super-
visors, as public sentiment is far in advance of thewm.

The schools of this county have not boen visited by n
tendent for more than u year; but I propuse to do semething in
that line when our winter schools aro in session, as I am satisfied
& thorough visitation ean and ought to be beneficial to the sehools.

We now have many teachors, nody a8 a matter of
course, many poor scliools. There is no donbt that the teachers'
standard should be raised, and o thorongh Normal sehool for the
edueation of teachiers would be a great benedit to our State, Lot
teschers undorstand that they must make a more thorough prapa-
ration for their great work, or cease teaching and then may we
hope tnlrlmn live tenchers.
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If some statistics could be published pertaining to the gy
superintendency of our schools, showing something of the gey
course pursued, schools visited, &e., it wonld be a matter of p
interest to many, and might pacify some of these false econog
who claim that vigitation is unuecessary.

KEOKUK COUNTY.
REV. D). V. SMOOK, SUPERINTENDENT.

I regard ours as an admirable school system, but possibly
ing some little amendment in the details, as experience muy &
gest. For six years I have in some way filled the offics frg
which I now retire on acconnt of health too feeble to continuad
exposure of visiting the schools. Last winter I was laid by,
in bed, for three months ; consequently I have not visi
than half the schools &uﬂng the year. Indeed, it is impi
to falfill literally the requisitions of the law. The sumn ‘
frequently are only two months, and no man can in that §
epend a half day in each of the one bundred and ten seliog
Some schools need only half an hour in them, while others sh
bave a half day. ‘

The board of supervieors has acted liberally, and paid {
dollars a day, leaving me to visit as [ conld and monghk
pedient. The schools in the connty have improved, bnt the
still much room for improvement. The people have been b
ing pretty decent school-houses. In the county they are
$46,000—double the value two years ago. At Sigourn
sehool building, worth some $15,000,'%s in process of e
wo hope to have in a few months a respectable school
Richland their house wns burned down last year, and they
ereeted a far better one (brick), worth some $4,000.

We havo held no institute this year, the pecple of the
place in the connty where the teachers could be boarded gi
them such n reception last year that it is very dmbml
thirty of them desire to hold an institute. This omi
injure the educational interests of the county. ‘

I would recommend that examinations of teachers be held se
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annuslly, to continue two days—the middle of the week—and
that the county superintendent employ an assistant, who shall re-
ceive three dollars per diem. Then T would have distriet exam-
inations as often as the superintendent might deem necessary, of
which previons notice should bo given, the applicants paying n fee
for examisation.

One of our great demands is Normal 8chools. I doabt whether
the people are yet ready for as many ns are needed. Might we
not have one in ench Jodieial or Congressional District, to be held
ton weeks, beginning eatly in Beptember? Let the county super-
intendents b empowered to select the place from year to year, and
two, throe, or fonr conductors.  Pay them a fixed salary, say $150
per term,  Let their certifieate of qnalification entitle the papilsto
teach in any conaty in the distriet for twelve months. When the
pupils are gradoated, having attended three full terms, and been
thoronghly examined, let them teach without any other certificate,
Let thew be examined on the bruuches required in our schools,
within two weeks of the beginning of the term, and rejected if not
tolerably well sequainted with these branches; or olse have a
primary school, and retain the primary pupils one term before
entering on the regular course. In this way, a building and other
accommodations where there is n permanont institution, might be
abtained for u trifle during its vacation. Five hundred dollars a
year might defray the expense of ench ten woeks’ institute, and in
each there should be annually trained in the art of teaching four
hundred or five hundred pupils.  If larger numbers should attend,
it wonld justify the employment of more professors and an
increased expense.

One or two iustitutions in the State wonld only benefit a limited
locality, while eight or ten endowed ns colleges wounld require an

nditure for whish we are not prepared,
%Mmghh, nfter some refloction, are hastily thrown togethor,
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KOSSUTH COUNTY.
REV, 0. TATLOE, SUPERINTENDENT.

T have delayed making out my report for a few daye, vs'r
of difficulty in getting reports from some of the teachers, 1y
hereafter we shall establish the rule that the teachers mug
their reports with the secrotaries before they can receive orders i
their pay. There is some diserepancy in the report from Qre
which I fonnd on examination to be very imperfoet, and linvas
plied the deficiencies us far ns possible from stutements of pep
residing in the township. I believe a school was tanght thep
fall and winter, the report of which is not included in thefs
except in the number of teachers and the aggregate amount
teachers, i

I think that all of the sub-distriets, which have failed to
a school during the full time preseribed by law, have had o rey
able exeuse.  Right new sub-districts were set off in our di
township Algona last fall, one more has been set off thi
or two more are called for, and most of these in seetio
township where two years since there was not an inhsl
Almost the first thought with persons coming in here with fun
appears to be to secare schools.  The district township of
raises a tax for school house purposés as high as the luw wi
mit, and has borrowed $3,000,00. Three new school-hon
nearly completed in this township, not ineluded in the
FProbably three or four more will be bailt in this tows
season, one at an expense of more than §3,000.00, Bat
itants in the county do not wait for the pnblie to provi
houses, Schools they wiwst kave, honses or no houses,
the schools in the county, I found two in private how
a slight partition between the echool and the family. O
& forsaken log shanty, which needed neither door nor
let in light and air, the crevices between the logs as
windows, though not quite large enough for a door. One
10 8 mere temporary board shanty, without any floor,
the summer. They have a new honse nearly or quil
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more commen in other places when people lonrn how comfortable
such houses are.

For various reasous 1 was able to visit but few of tho schools last
winter. During the summer I vigited all the sehools excopt one,
which was about 20 miles distant, thongh sickness prevented my
visiting them as enrly as T wished. The schools generally I found
doing ns well as conld be expected nnder the circnmatances. In
soma subdistriots the families have all moved in recently from
diffiarant purts of the country, and the children have a great variety
of books, and some of them no books at all, and at present it is very
diffieult to get books in this place, as no one keeps them for sale,

W have some oxcellent teschers in the eounty, and T think that
the number of such is increasing. My impression is that our
teachers, ns a class, will comparo favorably with the teachers in
Now England, at least with the teschers in New England ten
yeurs sinco. I judge from porsonal ohservation,

A large proportion of the teachers in the county attended tho
Institnte which we held lust March, aod were examined daily,
during the session, withent being nware of it, nud certificates were
given at the close to snch as were thought to be worthy. Hereto-
fore my examinations have been oral, but I propose to have & set
of questions on each branch printed sson.

Onr tenchers at the Institute resolved very unanimonsly that
“the lows Instructor and School Journal should find & place on
the table of every teacher in our eounty,” but [ believe not one of
them takes it. Perliaps thoy loave o place for it if some other
person will put it there. I believe the board of directors in Algona
township bava voted to furnish the Jonrnal tw each sab-district.

HEPORT FOR 1807,

T do not know that T have any suggestions to make respocting
the sehool law. 1 think if the legielature will let it nlone nbont
ten years, it will be soen to be an excellont Inw.

We have no independent districts in the connty. We have
started an institotion which we call the North-Western College of
Towa. It hos been in operation about six weeks with very favor-
uble prospects.  An arrangement has been mado by which one
tenolier is to have the genernl oversight of the publie sehools in
the town of Algona this winter, 4
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LEE COUNTY. ‘8
Z. B. BOWERS, SUPERINTENDENT,

The annual report of the superintendent of Lee county,
year 18656-6, is the most defective that has emanated from
office during the adwinistration of the present incumbent, @
one of the twenty-ome reports received from the secreturies
strietly accurate, and four that are admissible. T shall endeaye
prevent the recurrence of these errors in the future, 1

Number of Normal gradnates engaged in tuching in this

county . iee s civene

Number of tcnchera exammed since lut repon vt

Number of teachers obtaining certificates, grade No. 1.. 4%

Number of teachers obtaining certificates, grade No. 2., 1

Number of teachers obtaining certificates, grade No. 3., &

Number of teachers obtaining certificates, grade No. 4.,

Number of teachers rejected.......c..ovivivunians

Sixteen printed questions, in the examination of teachefs
used in each of the following subjects, viz.: Arithmetie,
Grammar, Geography, History of the United States, and

Ninety per cent. of correct answers entitles the ap
certificate, grade No. 1; eighty per eent., grade No. B"" :
per cent., grade No. 3; sixty per cent,gndo No. 4; oh
sixty a failure. i

I bave visited the schools since the enactment of t
1864; have spent from two to six hours in each school, dg
upon the number of pupils, and condition of the schools.
of the schools I made appointments to return before the
of the then term, (summer of '66); and although the !
exceedingly warmn when I fulfilled these engagements, st
number of pupils present at my first visit had not decreast
the advancement of the pupile in their studies was ¢
them, and the interest of both teachers and students was.
by the anticipated visit.

Without previons engagement, I visited the same
sohools the second time during the sommer term, and
of these was the order, or proficiency in the nhinuut
edge, equal to those mentioned above.
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About forty of the teachers of this connty can conduet a graded

LINN COUNTY,
T. B. EASTMAN, SUPERINTENDENT,

I have visited nearly all the schools in this county, spending in
some & half day, in others a whole day. These visits have gen-
erally been kindly received by pupils, teachers, and parents, The
effort has been to make them useful. Tt appears to me that a
superintendent ought to be in a school at least a half day before
attempting to do or say very much. After becoming acquainted
with the pupils and teacher, and the teacher’s mode of teaching,
he will be better qualified to make profitable suggestiong, and, if
necessury, condoet a few recitations, showing, if he is able, a
more cxcellent way; but this shonld be dove with duoe respeet to
the tescher.

Our institutes have been well attended, and have nndoabtedly
done mneh good in raising the standard of our schools. I have
given some offense by refusing certificates to those who did not
attend the institute. I cannot disregard the law, although
requested to do so by the county sapervisors. In my opinion the
Iaw in relation to Teachers’ Iustitutes is a good law, and onght to
be obeyed.

Linn county employs abont one hundred and seventy-five
teschers at & cost of thirty thousand dollars, giving to each an
average of one hundred and seventy-one dollars. Board varies
from two to five dollars per week. A medinm between two and
five is three aud a balf. If the teachers hire their board by the
year they must come out in debt. An Illinois suporintendent
comes to nearly the same conclosion that I bave. ITe remarks:
“Whether the teachers beg or stesl their elothing, he is not in-
formed.”

~In our schools we do not want invalids for teachers, but persons
of sound mind in sonnd bodies; nor novices; persons who wish
they conld teach—persons who hope to learn to teach. We may
permit & young attorney to experiment in a suit for us; we may
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permit a young sargeon to perform his first operation in gy
on our leg; we cannot afford to take this course in
It is preposterous to attempt to employ qualified, efficie
trions workers, at this time, at one hundred and seventy d
per year. Many of the people think we are paying enorg
for edneation ; some say we will not stand it, there shall
change, Let ns look: we pay thirty thousand dollars anug
for the education of ten thonsand children, three dollars fur
child—not half what is required to keep a steer so long.
we pay double for the raieing of steers that we pay for the ed
tion of children each, we must not he surprised if the ox
the best appearance in the world, and discharge their duty bes
Small as the compensation of teachers is, a majority of th
receiving s great deal more than they earn. We bave son
teachers who are doing well, who are an honor to their profess
but the greater number do not begin to earn their board,
meun jost what Ieay. A blacksmith, a wagon maker, aly
carpenter, or 4 tailor that did not understand his business Iy
than three-fourths of our would be teachers, could not and wo
be employed. I will give a few specimens of answers to g
commencing October 26, 1867: 1 examined nearly one hun
teachers before one was found who could give the mood of!
verba in the sentence, ““ Let me go.”  To the question, “Defines
us used in grammar,” one teacher answered : Voice is o noise
by the mouth. Another bounded Pennsylvania on the
the Migsissippi river, and Iowa on the west by Ohio and I
In parsing the sentence, * Let ns retract when we can,”
parsed lef as an adverb, and us in the nominative case, and
inative after retract.
I have no idea that one-half of our teachers can parse any
tence of six words correctly. ‘
The alphabet, reading, spelling, arithmetic, and geograpl
by most teachers taught, if taught at all, nearly as they were
L went to school fifty years ago. Now I wounld not blame t
if 1did not know positively that there is a much better way.
Tt is not guessing. There need be no experiment; T
children ought to learn more in three months than they ¢
twelve. Bot they cannot teach what they do no :
not to be expeoted that teachers will organize & good
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they have never seen one.  And a majority of onr teachers never
saw & good school. I wish it wers possible to describe on paper
a good sehool. T suppose it is not. I have never known it to be
done perfectly. Holbrook, in his Normal Methods, has done ao well
as can be done, but T do not suppose that there are six copies of
itin the county. Teachers can learn grammar, arithmetic, &e., in
school or out of school, if they will. But they may understand
these well and be poor teachers. What kind of teachers must
those make who do not understand any of these?

When I conteast the school books now in use with those nsed
when I went to school, and for a long time after I bogan to teach,
it appears to me that any one might take these books and teach a
good school.  But noue do it, so I suppose it eannot be done.

Our Inatitute passed a resolution in favor of Normal Schools,
I hope several will be established in the State. Bat it is not the
name that makes a school,

LOUISA COUNTY.
WAL J. RONALD, SUPERINTENDENT.

Thongh onr schools have much improvement yet to make before
they become what our needs demand, and while thore is & load
call for earnest labor in their behalf, yet their general condition js
ercouraging. The standsrd of tenchers’ qualifications is fully
twenty-five per cent. higher than it was two years ago; there is
more demand for well-qualified teachers, at increased wages; less
changing of good teachers, and moro interest in the canse of eom-
mon schools manifested by the public generally.

On the 16th of March last, thero was a convention of school
officera and teachers held in the connty-seat, at which was adopted
a number of regulations in regard to teachers’ wages, text books,
grading schools, &e.  Most of the boards now regulate the wages
of teachers by their certificates. Whare teachors are well qualified
there is generally a disposition to pay them liberally, but the great
need of our publie echools is thoroughly.qualified professional
teachers.  This, I am well satisfied, can never bo supplied until
our Lolq’illuno establishes a gystom of Normal und Training
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schools. Until then, alne-ml;un of our ;ulehmi:m adopt l::ﬁ..
| a temporary employment, and leave it as soon as they
::Eo‘r!n: :;l){nawha::lw{ﬁad for their duties, so that our schools will
be all the time in hands of apprentices, instead of master work-
men. The Normal Department at Towa City is wholly inadequate
for the accomplishment of the object. Though bordering on the
county in which it is located, our county has but one graduate from
it. Sho has covstant employment in the same school at good

Bov;nl amendments should be made to our school law

1. The sub-directors should be paid for the time necessarily
spent in the discharge of their duties. The time of men well
qualified for the place is valuable, and they cannot afford to spend
it for nothing, nor can 1 see why they should be compelled to,
when every other public officer down to township trustee in.p.id
in foll. The Constitation of the United States says: * Private
property shall not be taken for public use withont just compen-
sation" and if & mau's time and labor are not property, what is?
The people generally are willing to pay them, and in at lu'-t two
townships in this connty they are paid.—[Though the ;?ﬂncxplo of
compensation for services rendered may be correct, if they are
puid from any school fund it is in direet violation of Section 34,
Chapter 1, School Laws 1800, Under the present law only the
secretary and treasurer can receive compensation.—Supt, Public
Anstruction. )

2, Every child between the ages of ten and fifteen years should
be compelled to attend sehool at least three months in each year,
unless exensed on sccount of sickness, or for some reason deemed
sutisfactory by the president of the board. If the rich are com-
pelled to fnrn{nh m«l;uoy to edueate the children of the poor, the
poor should be compelled to send their children to be educated.

8, The salury of the connty superintendent should be definitely
fixed by law, and not made to depend on the whim or prejudice of
the Board of Supervisors. I wonld suggest one bundred dollars
per year, with an addition of mdoﬂmforunhmhd school
in the county.

4. The county superintendent should be a Normal graduate, or
u practical teacher, and have a State certificate. Why insist on

f
{
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well qualified and professional teachers, and not on at least us well
qualified men to superintend them

On the 16th of March last there was a convention of school offi-
cers and teschers held at the county seat, at which a number of
regulations in regard to teachers’ wages, text-books, prading
schools, &c.,, were recommended to the district boaeds of direc-
tors for adoption, as follows:

L. School officers will endeavor to have eight months' school
in each year. The summer term of twelve weeks will commence
with the second week of April and end with the last week of June.
The winter term will commence about the middle of Oetober, so as
to have ten weeks of school before the holidays; then, after two
weeks' vacation, have ten weeks wore, ending about the middle of
March. In no case will any echiool continue through the hot
weather of summer, or during the time of the muddy roads of
spring.

3. Teachers' wages will be determined mainly by the following

Teachers who hold first grade certificates, and huve established

a reputation of being first class teachers, will receive $40 per
month for the summer term, and $45 per month for the winter
term.
Teachers who hold second grade certificates, and have estab-
lished u reputation of being second class teachers, will receivo §38
per month for the summer term, and $38 per month for the winter
term.

Third closs teachers, determined as above, will recoive #26 por
month for the summer term, and 31 for the winter term ; and
fourth clase tenchers will receive $20 per month for the summer
term, and 225 for the winter term,

These prices, however, will be modified by the sccommodations
farnished for teaching, that is, the condition of the honse, seats
and apparatus, and also by the eize of the sehool. [IF the school
is large end the accommodations poor, the wages will be increased
£5 per month. I the aceommodations are good and. the echool
small, the woges will be decreased £5 per month. If the accom-
modations are good and the school large, or if they are poor and
the school small, the wages will remain nnchanged,

If suitable teachors offer to work at less than the above rates,
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gohool officers will take them at their offers; but in no case will
they pay more than the above rates for third or fourth class
teachers.

8. Good teschers who give satisfuction shall be retained in the
same school as long as practicable.

4. Any teacher who dismisses his school for a short time, for
his own convenience, without the consent of the snb-director, and
pot on accoant of sickness, shall be required to make up at the end
of the term twice as much time as be has thus lost,

5. ‘The following list of text books for the use of the schools of
this connty, shall not be changed, save by a county convention of
school officers.

For the first year no new classes shall be formed with any other
books than theee, and after the 1st of April, 1868, no other books
shall be need in any of the schiools of the connty.

Edwards' 1st and 24 Readers.

Willson's 2d, 3d and 4th Readers.

Willson’s Spellers.

Eaton's Primary Arithmetic.

Eaton's Intellectual Arithmetic.

Kerl's Grammars,

Guyot's Geographies,

Berard’s History U. 8.

Ray's Rudiments of Arithmetic.

Ray's Part 8d Arithmetic.

6. All the conntry schools of the county shall be graded accord-
ing to the following plan. Pupils now belonging to either of the
three lowest grades shall be kept strictly in the grade to which each
belongs, and only advanced, with or withont the class, after a strict
oxamination. Puapils now belonging to either of the two higher
grades will be graded as near by this plan as possible:

A, or (1st and 2d Readers—Edwarde’.
1st < Lessons in numbers.
Grade. ( Oral Instruction.

or ( 2d Reader—Willsons.
‘ Primary Arithmetic—Eaton's.
Grade. | Primary Speller—Willson's,
o %aﬂwm(;-wuugn'-. e
wary ot’s,
3d Rudiments o A':i mclio’-—Bay”n

Grade. | Tntolloctosl Arithmetio—Eaton’s,
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History of U. 8,—Berard"
D, or Primngy Gnmum-—lierl':
4th { Part 3d Arithmetic—Ray's,
Grade. | Intellectual Arithmetic, finished
Higher Speller—Willson’s, ¥
- gh Reader—Willson's.

B, or ommon School Grammar—EKerl'e
Sth { Common School Geography—Guyor’
Grade. Pgrt 3d Arithmetie, gt:i:l::l{‘. gt

Higher Speller, finished.

DAILY PROGRAMME.
Openiog exercises, reading Seripture and singing or

PERYOF. s as s anavenn iuatcans sana vk y
Miscellaneous business............. . . it t:oL
A, spelling, and oral imtruetion.........:.. .......... 9.15
T S e e A 9‘!5
ON M 950 ) W s eyl Sl 9'88
D, bdstory. ., .o .viuis N AW 5 i 045
E, reading................ WA Jieve), ek v vk S OD
B, aritimetic...... ... Zoa B L oo Y
C, geography................ ......................10:50
Dy GIRMMAL . ous vy wmuawiansaning vavennuewsvs vennssd1.08

General nxamim.... 11.20
AT T R R ot 4 .'.11.85

TOCOPINIBNION o ¢ vavin ook seieas s s v s 5405 25 Eor ety ol 12.00
A, spelling, and numbers.................... 1 o’clock, P: M.
Byreading...ii coveinn it DTSR, 1. |

O, arithmetic, (mdimonhludi.l;t;l‘l;;w.l.l).........'.....L!O
B} gooqraphy.s cutv.. caiasn s avisnds . voh ks Se U
D,lrlﬂunoﬁe(l’m&llndhﬂW).......u..,..aum
im ......... senle s Howy BV n s sn WV es sseilivuin s e BB

,l'.d'ng..n.n....-uu...--n...n"nuﬁnno-’“
Blﬂdo, wm(w)-o-oa-~u.pmucn’vnlcnol,li»n’to‘n"-“
WIRLOR o s v dion s ool e, 0 0 < DL
By arithmostio . svoniobon St AR AT 2 vins v o DTN
D and E, spelling, (onalates).. ... ..,. ....::3
Olmligrou.......;.v..-.............-.........s.r.im
Dismission

R ..--.IDQW
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The above programme will serve as a guide to tenchers in
arranging their daily exercises. In a eehool containing all the
grades, it will answer without any change. The A grade will
spell and pronounce in the resder. It will go through and be
examined in the first reader, and then take Edwards' secoud
reader. The B grade will spell and pronounce all diffienlt words
in the reading lessons, The O geogruphy clnss will nse the lesson
as a reading lesson before reciting it.

8. Teachers will be reqnired to give their pupils advance
lesgons three weeks in each month, except the last—to epend the
first four days of the fourth week in reviewing, and the last day of
the school mooth in examination, The last two weeks of each
term will be spent in general review, and the last day, in examina-
tions ; and parents and school officers are nrgently requested to
attend these cxaminations,

0. Any pupil having been absent from school shall bring s
written excuse therefor from his parent or gnardian, and any pupil
having been absent from school three days, without excuse, will
not be permitted sgain to enjoy the benefits of the school till he
bring s written permit from the sub-director,

MAHASKA COUNTY.
J. F. EVERETT, SUPERINTENDENT.

Herewith I have the honor to transmit the annual report of the
public schools of Mahaska county for the term commencing Octo-
ber 5, 1865, and ending October 5, 1866,

On account of the inucenracies of the reports of the distriet
secretarios, it has been impossible for me to make as correct a
report as I desired. I have corrected and added to their reports
ns far na T was able, both from the county records, and from notes
which I have taken of the condition, average, &e., of the respect-
ive sehools of the connty, while visiting said schools, but still T
am aware that sowne errors must still exist in this report, for soma of
our secrotaries have issned orders for the pay of teachers without
requiring them to make any report whatever. I have instrusted
the differént secretaries not to issue & single order hereafter to a

b |
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teacher until he has enbmitted a full and accurate report of his
school.

MARION COUNTY,
C. . BOYDSTON, SUPERINTENDENT,

The robbery which our connty treasury suffered during the past
year has produced serious results to our schools, At the time it
took place, (February 9, 1867,) our sehools were doing better than
of any previous period. Directors and people generally were in-
terested nnd alive, but the loss of §21,000 school money dampened
their ardor for & while. T am glad to say that the people are
coming up and levying a tax soffleiont to meet the emergency.
During the sammer, private schools were tanght in most of the
districts,

In regard to the necessity of making provision for a State Nor-
mal and Training school, I am clearly of opinion it is our duty,
and hope to send such representatives from this county ss will give
aid in this direction.

MILLS COUNTY,
REV. L. § WILLIAMS, SUPERINTENDENT.

T have much rosson to think my statistical report is, in general,
more accurate than for two years past, with ane exeeption. The
sacretaries’ reports were more intelligible than formerly. 8tll I
have had moeh to do in reetifying and filling up. In the case of
White Cloud township, the secretary left the State two or threo
weoks ago; but told me before ho left, that he would send me all
hia papors, so that I conld make ont his report. Only a small part
of them came, however. I then wrote to the board to forward them
to me, But, after waiting in vain, I rode about twenty-five miles
to find what I could. The result you will see in the report. That
township is in a bad eondition, for want of sttention on the part of
sehool officers,
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1 am happy to assure you that the canse of our common schools
has been, on the whole, progressive, There is more interest in
general, and our teachers are of a better class. The most perfect
order in the schools is finally secared, and teachers are, in general,
aiming to deserve credit for industry and faithfulness. The labors
of the superintendent are more and more appreciated by all classes,
with the exception perhaps of some wealthy old fogies who have
no children to educate.

I would not suggest any particular change in onr school laws at
present. But would say that something more should be done by
our State for the proper training of teachers. And it to me
that a number of training sehools in different parts of the State,
where the theory and practice of teaching were the prominent
objeets, wonld be much better for Iows, in her present condition,
than for a vast snn to be expended on one great Normal School.

MONONA COUNTY.
WILLIAM A. DORWARD, SUPERINTENDENT.
REPORT FOR 1866,

I know I am weeks behind the time appointed, but I have done
my best, without increasing the oxpense of the county. The fact
is, the board of supervieors are doing all they ean to save money
for the county,and the first is the department of public instruction
—the most important for the present as well as for future genera-
tione,

The new laws of 1866 came rather late for me to visit all
the schools for the snmmer term, so that I cannot give yon
a full report.  On the whole, 1 think there has been a great im-
provement in our schools. I think about half of our teschers
might be ealled efficient, and our schools in this connty will com-
pare favorably with our common schools in Wisconsin. I may
also inform you that the county of Monona has inereased in popu-
lation nearly one-half, and instead of having six townships we now
have fourteen. TIn consequence of #o many changes of officers, and
people selling out to new comers, I have had hard work to find the
township clerks; and after all, the report is not eo full as 1 would
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wish. T hopewe will be able to send a full report next year, and
in proper time.

REPORT FOR 1867,

I am very sorry to think this report is so much behind time, bnt
I could do no better. I have just returned from a journey of sixty
miles, searching for those school reports. I sent the blanks
directly after I received them from yon. T have also written to the
Secretaries since, requesting them to send in their reports, and now
I find that they have been sent but never reached me. Now the
report is not as I would wish. It is not an essy matter for the
clerks to report every thing required by law this year. Bome of

‘them have only been in office gix months. The towns have been

cut up 8o much in the last year, they cannot give the eorrect
amonnt reeeived from the county treasurer, and I canuot send yon
that amonnt until the treasurer wakes his report next month, 1
hope that this report will answer the purpose,

MONROE COUNTY.
JOHN W. W. GRIFFIN, SUPRRINTENDENT.

I herewith transmit the annual report of the county superinten-
dent of common schools of Monroe eounty, for the year ending
October 4, 1867. The report should huve been made by my pre-
decessor, Hon. E. M, Bill, but he being a candidate for the State
Senate, resigned his position a short time prior to onr last electinn,
leaving the office of county superintendent vacant, I was elected
for the anexpired term, as also for the fll term, and was qualified
sbont the 18th ult. T have made the report us early as practicable,
under the circumstances, and hope it may not be too late,

An Institute was held in our county last March, which was well
attended by our teachers, T think ot least two-thirds of our
regular teachers were in attendance. I intend to make such atten-
dance a requisite for obtaining certificates,

MJ‘;I have not been so situated that 1 conld visit any of our
1
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schools, but contemplate visiting them all during the coming
winter and spring.

I use printed questions in examination, and require written
answers, | issue but two grades of certificutes; ninety per cent.
of snswers entitles the candidate to a certificate of the first grade,
and sixty per cent. to the second grade.

Yon will observe that the report is not complete, but it is the
best I can make from the data before me,

The office in this county will not pay more than three or four
handred dollars per annum, under the present programme, and as
I desire to dovote most of my time to it, can you snggest any
means by which I may realize a reasonable compensation for my
time! I have a family to maintain, and onght to get for my ser-
vices at least seven or cight hundred dollars per year.

MUSCATINE COUNTY.
R. M. M'OAMPBELL, SUPERINTENDENT.

This, my second report, is a few days late, owing to tardy work
of the township secretaries. I wish you could devise some means to
produce better reports from secretaries. I find it almost impos-
sible to got a reliable report from the data that comes to me from
the secretaries. I would suggest that the time of making the
reports be changed from September to April, or the end of the
secretary’s official year; then, surely, a man could give an account
of his own actions for the year. As it is, if there is a change of
secretaries in the spring, and report made in the fall, each one has
to report the doings of some other man, and as but few are book-
keoepers, they cannot give an intelligent report.

POLK COUNTY.
LEONARD BROWN, SUPERINTENDENT.

I have wiited the achools of Palk cousty three tisses sinesd
came into office. The board of sapervisors of Polk eounty being
enlightened and liberal men, see the need of properly remunera-

.
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ting the superintendent for his work, I have, therefore, been
quite liberally paid, receiving three dollars per day for the whole
time employed, and oue hundred and fifty dollars per year addi-
tional. If our covnty orders were not thirty per cent. below par,
what 1 am paid would be sufficient for the sapport of my family.
In visiting schools I have tried to impart to teachers instruction
in methods of teaching, when I have seen need; examined classes
snd lectured to the children. We have, in Polk county, now a
good corps of teachers, and the schools are improving. Two
Tnstitutes have been held in this county within the past two years,
with benefit, I think, to the teachers present. My examinations
have been oral in part, and in part written. T prefer written
examinations.

The only suggestion I ghall make in regard to change in the
school law is, let the law in reference to superintendents be
entirely repealed, or let it be so amended as to make the office
remunerative. As it stands now it is a vexation. TLet any man
serve nuder the present law as superintendent one term, and do
his duty, and be will feel that he has been a servant surely. If
rich, he can find no more charitable work to do, if poor, his own
family must suffer want, and he will close his term humiliated
beyond question—a wiser, if not a better man.

POTTAWATTAMIE ;COUNTY.
REV. JAMES B. OHASE, JR., SUPERINTENDENT.

Enclosed T send you my report. Tt is s correct a8 I ean make
it from the imperfoct reports sent to this office,

The schools in the county, so faras I huve been able to observe
are in very good condition. The teachers seem to be anxious to
do their duty so far as they are able. The sehool interests of the
city of Council Blaffs are receiving considerable attention. We
now have three fine brick school houses. .

October, 1866.
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POWESHIEK COUNTY.
PROF. BAMUEL JAY BUCK, SUPERISTENDENT.

There are now three independent districts in the county, all
formed within the year past. They are Dresden independent dis-
trict, in Deep River township, Grionell and Montezuma, The
lnst two are well graded, having four teachers in each. A mueh
needed new school building is in process of completion in Brook-
Iyn. It will eost between $6,000 and §7,000, and sccommodate
four departments.

The school at Forest Home is to have two departments hereafter,
Sinee the last biennial report, twenty-five new school honses have
been built and are in use. Several more are being built not re-
ported by district secretaries. Teachers’ wages have increased
more than forty per cent., since the last published report.

About £1,000 worth of apparatus have been purchased within
the past year. This apparatus consists of outline maps, globes,
charts, cubical blocks, dictionaries, &e. This will be of incal-
enlable value to the schools.

Our teachers are improving rapidly. I use graded certificates
and most district townships grade the pay of teachers according
to grade of certificate.  Originally I issued certificates of four
grades. The county supervisors requested me to discontinue the
issne of the lowest grade, a measure which I was just about pre-
pared to adopt upon my own responsibility.

This dropped about fifty teachers, too many of whom were
employed in our connty to the exclusion of better teachers. Asa
consequence of raising the standard of qualifications, we bave better
schools and more continnous employment at better wages. The
district townships are in many places increasing the time of the
school year, having seven, eight and nine months instead of six
months.

The county supervisors have been generouns with me, giving me
all the salary I asked, and contracting with me to visit the echools
once & year.

They cansed to be printed for distribution one thousand copies
of my report for 1866. They also require me to give public
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addresses upon the subject of common schoole, at least one in cach
township duriog the year.

The most gratifying results of these talke, if any good results
are traceable to sach efforts, are the increased amonnt of apparatus
purchased and general attention to the grade of certificates.

We held an enthusiastic and successful Institute hore last fall,
conducted by Messrs. Piper and Ingalls, at which about 120 were
present. Finding it necessary to revoke one certificate for inex-
cusable absence from the Inetitute, I have since made all cortificates
valid only till the time of holding the next, which was fixed for
November 25, 1867, before the adjournment of the last. As no
one will be qualified to teach who does vot then or thereafter
receive a certificate, T shall expect a very general attendance.

I suggest a few points in our school law for the consideration of
our Solons next winter:

1, Pay sub-directors reasonsbly for their work.

9. Locate school-houses as you do roads, i. e., where needed, not
where somebody will se?l or give the land.

8. Give us some provision for district libraries, especially a
professional one on theory and practice for teachers.

4. We need, and, I think, shall have, sometims, some system of
compulsory education,

5. Central high schools instead of independent districts.

6. The demand for good teachers is largely in excess of the
supply, and promises to be for years to come, hence, give us one
Jirst class Normal Sehool, centrally located, one worthy of our
State, and that will give us a good name abroad.

7. Let State aid be given to one half dozen or more of our best
colloges, doubling the private endowment for the normal professor-
ship and model training school department. The conjunction
would prove s mutaal stimulus to each, and the result would be
that the best educated would be the best teachers.
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1 here make nn exibit of the plan which I have sdopted in
examination. [ have printed npon a large envelope a disgram
like the tollowing :

= [ Or. [DeE|ArL. | Gr. Goo His) R\ V. TaP) |

1 N T O [ T O O - T ¥

] =l
—m | ' | |Postofiee. ... .ouinn..,

B ] ) | Ll G s vunans Laninih

5 | -

8: : ‘ ! ; \5 [ ‘| } —— | Number of terms taught,
_'n | I 1 ] ol i [ p = Books on teaching read,
) | | | pR=1

Il 1 | Grade of certificate. ., ..

10) .y i il
Toml.| | | e [l h:

Unually ten questions are propounded npon each branch, These
are answered in writing, the papera folded and filed nway in these
envelopes. In grading the certificate, if a guestion is answered
correctly, it is marked 10; if incorrectly, 0, Answers pertly ecor-
rect are graded between. This gives 100 per cent. if all answers
are correct in each braneh.

Questions are aeked involving general principles, and such as
are adapted to all the text books in common use. This {s a pretty
fuir test of the teacher’s sequnintance with the branches to be
taught. Tt does not pretend to be n perfect test of capacity to
seeare order or communicate knowledge. No examination for a
single day can be perfectly satisfactory. A visit to the sehool-room
farvishes & better test of the efficiency of the teacher in the general
conduet of the school, OFf sucoesstul instruetors, those with the
beat qualifieations should be chosen. Where nothing else is
m:nn, the grade of the cortificate may be relied npon as a fair
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SHELBY COUNTY.

THOMAS WOOD, SUPERINTENDENT,

The schools, as & general rule, in the connty are improving as
much as conld be expected under the interest manifested by
patrons and school officers.  On inquiry, while visiting the schools
during the summer, I found that but barely three sub-directors had
done their duty in visiting their respective schools. I tried tourge
the necessity of their inflnence and eneonragement in order to
incite a greater interest both with pupil and teacher,

I found that the preliminary branches in the schools have been
very much neglected, and without a greater interest on the part of
both patrons and school officers be exbibited in future, no teacher
can sucoced in arousing that interest that the importance of eduea-
tion demands. I think a change of the school law, somewhat
similar to that of the State of Illinois (see echool law of Tllinois)
would, in a grest meastreo, remedy this evil, from the fact that
under our present law, what subserves the interest of one sub-
district will nearly, if not quite subvert that of another. For
instance, the patrons of one sub-district may be composed of one
nationality and another of another; hence their socinl, religions,
and politieal (not to sy their educational Interests) eannot bo
harmonized under the present law,

It will be seen by reference to school laws referred to, that this
change in the law will not lessen the mmount of money which is
to be derived from the general school faud, but simply gives each

distriet its proportional amount of money.

[The writer undoubtedly bas reference to that provision of the
law of Illinois, by which each sab-distriet is entirely independent,
an old system which Towa disponsed with ten years ago. It is
momewhat significant fact, that tho ablest friends of education in
Ilinois are Jaboring carnestly to seeure the adoption of the town-
ship district organization in place of the oue which our friend
recommends.—Svrr, Pun, Insr.]

Aunother benefit to be derived by this change is, that while one
district may not desire to have more school than the law requires,
another may desire to have from eight to ten months, which it may
have by taxation, which is very difficilt to do under the present
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law, from the fact that no sub-district desires to have another rise
above it in any respect, and particularly in this, The general ten-
dency is, to legislate go that one sub-district shall not advance faster
than another ; at least, this is my observation.

[By a special proviso in Section 81, Chapter 1, School Laws of
Tows, edition of 1866, it is entirely practicable for each sub-district
to have school for any desired number of months.—Surr. Prn,
Issm.)

STORY COUNTY.
REV. 4. 0. BECKLEY, SUPERINTENDENT,

My schools are in a prosperous condition, T think it is no exag-
geration to say that they have improved at least two hundred per
cent. in the past two years. I try to keep the letter of the law in
reference to visiting the schools of the county, and find it very pro-
motive of their interests, The board of supervisors allow me $3.00
per day for this and all other official work.

UNION COUNTY.
HENRY KEATING, SUPERINTENDENT.

My annual report is as nearly correct as I can get it from the
imperfect manner in which the books and records are kept in the
different townships. We think there has been much improvement
in the class of teachers, and a more general interest felt in educa-
tion throughout the county in the last two years; still there is a
great necessity for still groater improvement, and the teachers
have resolved to hold another Lustitute this fall for that purpose,
but as yet I have failed to engage & suitable person to conduet it
1 have visited the schools throughout the county twice during the
past year, visiting both snmmer and winter schools, and spent a
bhalf day in each school, and labored to make improvements
whenever T aw an opportanity. T think fhat & great smount of
good can be accomplished by visiting the schools and giving
encouragerent, assistance, and instruction, ss the cases may
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require. Our schools are generall: an
teachers are not as well qoalified -meg mzm
have been expected, since we have had no Teachers’ Institute until
last fall, and no opportunities for teachers to improve, or to find
mwhathertheymdcingthdrwkﬁghtorw.
I;ivegmdndwﬁﬂenha,mdinhndtouhlhgrdﬁﬁ
high as I can and have a supply of teachers to fill the sehools. 1
find a few teachers in the county who are doing a noble work, and
are well worthy of & place in the schools of any county, and such
I intend shall not be ran oat by low priced teachers. Many of
the districts have subscribed for a supply of ontline maps and
school apparatus this full, and my next report, I think, will show
some better figures under that head. We are greatly in need of
more and better school-houses, but some are now being built in the
county, and others are being repaired, so that I am in hopes we
will keep pace with cur physical advancement in that respect.

—_

VAN BUREN COUNTY.

GEORGE B. WALKER, SUPERINTENDENT,

The schools generally in this county are in good condition—
making progress in the right direction. There are now eight
independent districts in this county, four of which have been

erected and completed some twelve or fifteen school-bouses during
the last summer, and quite a number of the sub-districts are levy-
ing a school-house tax, preparatory to building houses next year.
Ibvo visited nearly every school in ﬂilﬂlllyduh' the year,

o pos -
in the evening, g,and gave them a talk educational
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fident that I have gained more real kunowledge of the
cl:o::i:, :f the teachers by visiting the schools, than I could gain
in any other way. Indeed, 1 think a superintendent is not fully
qualified to judge of a teacher’s qualifications until he can see that
teacher in the school-room. In the examination of teachers, I use
both the oral and written methods; the former when there are
only one or two candidates. I formerly issned three grades of
cortificates; now only two. Those who answer correctly eighty-
five per cent. of the questions asked, receive a first grade certifi-
cate, and those who answer sixty-five per cent. receive a second
grade. My knowledge of the applicant’s qualifications in the
school-room, the manuer in which the guestions are answered and
the reasoning of the candidate, are all taken into consideration.

In conclueion, I will esy, many of our teachers have never
attended any school higher than a district school; some have
attended college or high sehool for a short time, but have received
no special training to prepare them to teach successfully. We
want more trained teachers, and I believe the people are willing
to compensate in proportion to the qualification.

I do not know of any better plan to supply this deficiency than
by the establishment of a Normal school in each congressional or
judicial district, by State appropriation, with a model school con-
nected with it, for the exclusive training of teachers.

—

WAPELLO COUNTY.
A. O, OLNEY, A. M., SUPERINTENDENT.*

The last of the secretaries’ reports came to hand only on last
Saturday. Some of these reports were quite defective, and on
some points almost unintelligible ; indeed quite so in one or two
cases. In some instances I have been mble to correct errors and
supply defects from knowledge obtained from other sources, though
lhnpmllybmsbhwduwwbumedtobe.ﬁmdn
necessity of the case, a correct (or nearly correct) conclugion from
the data before me. That the report as I send it will not bear &
eritical cross-examination, I am quite well aware; still I think it

* Present ncambent.

L 3 " —
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approximates mathematical accuracy porbaps as nearly as can
reasonubly be expected in a document derived from so many
authors. I am sure at least that it gives generally a correct view
of the state of things in our county.

We buve an excellent school in Ottumwa, with a good house and
a fine corps of teachers. Wo have some other good schools in the
county, uud the operation of our school law is, T think, very happy
in stirriog up an ioterest generally on the subject of education.

I have been in office since the first of Jannary, 1566, and have
visited ull the schools in the county at least once, except a few in
distant parts of the county that were not in session when [ was in
their neighborhood. T find tenchers value these visits very highly,
and even citizens in the district complain if their schools are neg-
lected in this matter.

In examining teachers I usually adopt both the oral and written
methods; indeed, I don't see how either can exhibit aZl the quali-
fieations needed in a teacher. By the written method, how can 1
discover a teacher’s capacity to instruet in the matter of eloention
or enuuciation! By the oral, how can I discover his ability to
teach penmanship, or even to solve the more difficult problems in
arithmetic.  But the best method to discover one’s ability is to see
him at his work in the school-room. One day’s observation in
this way is worth seversl of merely personal examination. I
shonld feel suthorized to give or withhold a certificate from obser-
vations tuken in this way, though & mere private examination
might indicate an opposite result.

Sehools are and must be a thing of growth and development,
both as to systems and plans, and as to qualifications of teachers.
Those that [ examine are often assured that they need not look for
a certiticate of the same grade to be renewed, unless they have
made some progress doring the interval between two examina
tions. Indeed, I intend, if possible, to be constantly raising the

standard of teachers' qualifications. The public, I think, de-
mand it. B. A. Sravioiso, Supt.
October 3, 1866.
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WAYNE COUNTY,

DAVID KIRK, SUPERINTENDENT.

T have visited all the schools in the county twice and a few three
times within the last year, spending from half a day to a day,
owing to the number of pupils and amount of work to be heard.
I nsually spoke a word to the school conecerning things which I
thonght of most importance to them. While in the school-room
I took notes of all I found wrong in either method or government
and before leaving submitting them to the teacher for his consid-
eration and made such suggestions to the teacher as I thought
would be for the benefit of the school. My visits were kindly
received by teachers and scholars, and my suggestions as a general
thing closely adhered to. Teachers and scholars, all express a
wish that I should visit their school the second time during the
term. Much good has arisen from visiting the schools. The people
always received me cordially and are manifesting a deeper interest
in education than heretotore by their willingness to pay good
wages for good teaching and their unwillingness to employ poor
teachers at any price.

My examinations are written, on public days, when classes
are large ; when classes are small partly oral, (prefer part oral) No.
Normal graduates teaching in the county—abont twenty teachers
subseribe for an educational journal. I give certificates of three
grades—the advantages arising from it are that is stimulates teachers
to more thorough study and investigation, and enables school
officers to see the advance of education in their midst, and those
who do not improve themselves drop off. The standard of qualifi-
cations of teachers has been raised every year for the last three—
the result is, the schools are up and require much higher standard
of qualification—the best method I know of securing it is the
earnest, faithful working of county superintendents with teachers
and people until they see and appreciate the fact that as the stan-
dard of qualification of teachers is in the county, such will be the
standard of the education of their children.

About three-fourths of our teachers attend the Institute. I
require all to attend or give a sufficient reason for non-attendance
before giving certificates. Our Institutes have always been excel-
lent, and think the means of improvement in our teachers as a
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general thing. Institutes may be made mora useful by spending
more of the time in class-drill. Many persons who engage in
teaching have education sufficient to teach a common school who
have little or no knowledge of exercising or drilling a class. T
think that a State Normal and training school is highly necessary.

The law should be so amended as to give school dircctors pay
for their services and fine them for failure of duty.

Delay and expense of litigation attending appeals I think could
be avoided by submitting matters of controversy to arbitrators and
with more satisfaction to parties.

WEBSTER COUNTY.
E. M. WILSON, SUPERINTENDENT.

From a careful consideration of the subject of Teachers’ Insti-
tutes 1 am decidedly of the opinion that too much can not be said
in favor of Institutes per se.

They are, in fact, in this section of the State, our only available
resource for the improvement of teachers.. Without entering into
any discussion of the subject relative to its merits, allow me to say,
that I thick we cannot reap the full benefits of Institutes without
farther legislation relative to the following points :

1st—They should not be held during the usunal term time of our
schools; hence let two months (say March and April) in the spring,
and two in the autumn, be the stipulated time for holding Insti-
tutes throughout the State.

2d—They should be appointed at least six months in advance,
that teachers may contract in such a manner as to provide for
attending them.

3d—They should continne not less than two weeks, and under
proper circumstances be allowed to continue as long as four.

4th—Teachers should be compelled, as now, to attend them, but
not allowed to take that time from their schools, if they should be
in session.

5th—Instead of holding one in each county, let it be lawful for
four counties to unite for that purpose.

6th—Let a sufficient number of conductors be appointed by the
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proper authorities, after a thorough examination: relative to their
ability, fitness and proof against bribery, to condact said Iustitates.

I would also suggest the propriety of embracing in our code of
school laws, all the opinions and important decisions up to the
present time, under such a classification as shall enable
school officers to determine a nice point, without having to
refer to all the sehool journals back to the beginuing. County
superintendents certainly need such a work.

Our county is advascing in the right direction in the matter of
schools. Good school-houses are going up all over the county, and
the people bear taxing admirably. They highly spprecise the
services of a working superintendent and faithful teachers. Our
Institute of July last, of two weeks, was a perfect success, and has
made a greater impression, both upon teachers and people, than
could have been expected. I think our teachers will not need
urging to attend Institutes again.

WINNESHIEK COUNTY.
JONN M. WEDGWOOD, SUPERINTENDENT.

There has been a marked improvement in our schools during the
past year. During the year I have visited most of the schools once

each session, and bave made reports of the same in onr county

paper. It has been the means of stirring up our teachers to greater
diligence in their work, und to far more thoroughness in their
methods of teaching. Short lessons, thoroughly learned, is now
gouerally practiced. We are, year by year, raising the standard of
qualification of the teachors, and the poorer ones are compelled to
quit the business, or study as they never have done before. If we
judgo from the number of school-k in process of erection, and
alroady completed, there is a manifest interest by the citizens never
before felt in matters of education; and also in the length of
time many of the schools are to be taught duriug the present year,
from seven, eight, and in one district, nine months. The people
are in advance of their representatives and senators, and well they
may be. Some of the districts are paying larger wages; and,
although it is far from what it should be, we are hopeful for the

1

REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 111

fatare. At Decorah City we have a graded school under the
supervision of J. Breckenridge, assisted by six young ladies. Itis
a success. In visiting our schools, I have been generally very
warmly welcomed by teachers and citizens,

WORTH COUNTY.
JAMES KEELER, SUPERINTENDENT,

I have visited all the schools but one, once; many of them
twice, and some of the larger ones three times. This seems to be
generally appreciated, and the schools are in a healthy condition,

My examinations are chiefly oral, with a few written guestions,
Have raised the standard of qualification.
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BIENNIAL REPORT

oF THR

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY.

o the Superintendent of Public Instruction, for the State of Iowa:

In compliance with the laws of the State, the Board of Trustees
of the State University would submit to you the following biennial

report:
PLAX OF ORGANIZATION.

In accordance with the announcement made in onr last report,
the original plan of organization by departments has been mate-
rially modified by the introduction of the class system; thus
conforming to the couree pursued in other Universities of a similar
character, The good results of this change are already plainly
manifested in the improved grade of scholarship shown by the
students,

For the courses of study, diplomas conferred, facilities of
library, cabinet, laboratory, &c., and for general information,
reference is made to the catalogue for 1866-7, pages 83-52.

MdmthhUnlquofmmw
ments, viz.: Preparatory, Normal, and Collegiate.

15

.
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PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT.

To meet the public demands of the State, this Department was
at first made to cover a course of three years, but with the im-
provement of our common school system, and the multiplication
of high schools and academies, it b evident that the grade of
admission might be raised one year without doing any injustice to
the claims of the State. After taking the matter into consideration
for several months, the Faculty and Execative Committee recom-
mended to the Board, at their meeting in June, 1867, that the
first year course of this Department be abolished. Their report
was adopted, and the is thereby reduced to two years,

Sinee the date of the last report we have bad to mourn the death
of Prof. Charles E. Borland, the Principal of this Department.
Prof. Borland died January 20, 1867, after a prolonged illness that
had been very much aggravated, if not produced, by his severe
habits of study and whole-souled devotion to the work of educa-
tion. Of him we can truly say, that his scholarship, prudence and
moral worth were of the choicest quality. In his death the Uni-
versity has sustained a severe bereavement, and the State has lost
a noble and patriotie citizen. ' The vacancy thus created has been
filled by the election of Prof. 8. 8. Howell, a graduate of the
class of 1864, and since very favorably known in this State as a
teacher. ;

INSTRUOTORS.

The following is a list of the instractors in this department:
8. 8. Howerr, A. M., Principal.
*:: Eu.n A.Dlmu, A. B,
AVINIA DAY
Miss Esova Buo"',.’ Assistants.
Miss Ozria A, Moore,

-
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PREPARATORY COURSE

SCIENTIFIC.
FIRST YRAR FIRST VERAR,
Full Term —Laves—Harknessy' Lessons || Fill Term. —Larix—Harkoess' Lessons
(con (commenced).
Matugmarios — Robinson's  Higher|l Marnmsmatics— Robinson's Written

Written Arithmetic. Arithmeric.
ExovLisn—Greene's Grammar. ExaLmn—Greene's Grammar.
—Zachos, Erocurion—Zachos,
Winter Term.—Lavix —Harkness' Read- || Winter Term.—Lavix—Huarkoess' Read.
er. er.
Grerx — Harkness' Lessons (com-|| Marmexatios — Robinson's Written
und Stoddard’s Mental Arithmetie,

m
MaruemaTics — Robinson's Written || Excuisu—Greene's Apalysis.

and Stoddard's latellectual Arith-'|Spring La
Spring Term.—LaTiN—Spencer's Casar o gou-u‘- Written
and Harkoess' Grammar, Arithmetic (completed).
G::x—-&rh-' Lessons (contin- v
mfunwru:(— Rohlm)l.:'n Written SECOND YRAR
o | Full Term.—GuuMax - Plessner's Gram-
SECOND YEAR mar.

Fuall Term—Latix— Frieze's Virgil's Fasquelle's
Aneid sod Harkness' Grammar. Hisrory—Goodrich's United
Guerx—Harkness' Lessoos (comple- MMM — PERMAN —
Hisronr—Goodrich’s United States. Lavis—Frieze's Virgil's Xaeld, or
Winter Term —Larix—Frieze's Virgil's Koapp's French Reader.

Exercises in Composition throughout the Course. Penmanship and drawing
Innhu:n-onhm
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NORMAL DEPARTMENT.

The Normal Department is under the charge of the Professor of
Theory and Practice of Teaching, and is specially designed for the
education of teachers.

The requirements for admission are the same as those for the
Preparatory Department except in respect to age. Young men
entering this Department must have attained the age of seventeen
and young Iadies that of fifteen years; and all students on their
admission are required to give a declaration of their intention to
engage in the business of teaching, as follows: We, the under-
signed, horeby declare that it is our intention to engage in the
business of teaching in the schools of [owa, and that our object in
resorting to the Normal Department of the State Uriversity, is the
better to prepare ourselves for the discharge of this important
duty.

By a resolution of the Board of Trustees, two students from
each county, recommended by the County Superintendent, the
Judge and the Clerk of the District Court, may receive instruction

of charge.

Others will be received upon the payment of the incidental fee
of five dollars per term.

It is desirable that each county should be fully represented;
those having the appointing power are requested to give the sub-
ject their careful attention, and select for this favor persons of good
natural abilities and irreproachable moral character.

DIPLOMA.

A diploma is awarded to those who complete the prescribed
course of stndy and training, and give satisfactory evidence of the
proper qualifications for teaching.

4
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NORMAL COURSE

JUNIOR YEAR.

Foll Term.— MaTuestatics—Robioson's Higher Arithmetic.
Histony—Goodrich's United éll‘.
I;-nmwut—l)rﬁo :
Winter Term.~MAaTursarics—Robinson's Higher Arithmotic completed).
¥ Robinson's Algebra (uunnu;‘d). (
Theory and Practice of Teaching.
Elocution and Druwgnphy.
Spring Mng&ﬂanﬂn—R b 's Algebra (continued

- = M e Robinson
ATHEMATICS— 's Algebra and Geometry.
Peck's Ganot's Nataral 4
Winter Term.—MEsTAL - g l;l:od. o e
Histony—Willson's Avclent History.
Puvsics—Hinrlehs' I lc Chemistry,
Spring M—:uu. Pm#mru;—n ayland.
wroRY—Willson's Modern, or English Literature (eloot)
School Bystem of lows. e -

Voeal Music thronghott the Course,

It will be seen that this course of study remains substantially as
at the date of the last report. It is, however, the intention of
Prof. Fellows, in whose charge this Department was placed by the
Board of Trustees at their last meeting, to recommend such a
change as it is believed will greatly promote the efficiency of the
Department, and enable it to send forth its graduates fully qualified
to take charge of onr academies and high schools,

In the work of instruction the Principal is aided by the assistant
teachers of the Proparatory Department, and also in snch studies
as are in the collegiate courses, by the Professors in the University.

The following is a list of the graduates of this Department
since our last report :

GRADUATES FOR 1806,

Mrs. Mastie L. Lak C. M Low Moor.
L T
Ads Hemsted, Newport Center, Henry A, Turton, ¢
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GRADUATES FOR 1867,

Thompsos, Julis A .
Wood, A, Jennle. ...
Zimmerman, Helen R......ooo v i

Brown, Willism L. cocoooscooens
Foutes. s ..
Williams, J. Madison
Wdl,hn' apv
Wiylie, James R.....

arsanansassiiny

COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT.

Two courses of instruction are laid down for this Department.
One, termed *the Classical Course,” conforms to that adopted in
the best colleges of this country—as a preparation for the degree
of Bachelor of Arts—with the exception that in the more advanced
classes a pupil is permitted to elect some of the studies of the
Scientific course, in lien of some that are regularly in his own
covrse.

The other is called the *Scientific Conrse,” and its completion
entitles a student to the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy.

This course has been carefully examined by some of the best
educators in this country, and has everywhere met with the
warmest commendation. It requires four years to complete it, and
ita graduates hold the same rank in scholarship as those who
obtain the degree of Bachelor of Arts.

UNIVERSITY REPORT.
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COLLEGIATE COURSE.

OLASSICAL.
YRESIMAN YEAR,

Fall Term —MATHEMATION—
Rigetos st GaseagyraY
Prvsics—Peck's Onnon Nutural Phi-

hmp—h&m de Senectute et Ami-

Mr Tierm.—MariEsatics — Robln-
son's Solld Geo
Puvsics—Hinrichs' Inorganie Clhem-

hl:l’xy—l‘heoln‘l Livy.
- )hﬂmu-no— Robin.
"' L ‘ completed).
Puvsics— Hnﬂell Organic Chem-

Istry.
Lamix—Liscoln's Horsoe's Odes.

Fall. Term. —Marmesmatics—Robinson's
Trigonometry and Gillesple's

Winter M—uanmnu-mﬂn'
Bpherical
METEONROLOOY—
hm—'l‘ykr‘l Tachins—
Torm —MATHEMATIOS—Davies'
Annlytical Geometry,
Boraxy—Gray,

LaTie—Cicero —Tusculan  Disputa-|
tions.,

rabilia.

Moners Laxauaor—Dramatic Lite.
rature (elective),
m Term —Muxtar Prvosorny —

~—Willson's Ancient History,

Ounx—l ohnson's Herodatus,

Monens Laxovaat—Dramatic Lite-
rature (elective)

|
|

]Wh

SCIENTIF10,
FRESHMAY YEAR.

Fall Term.—M
P — Anunm-lbum )
Puvsics—Peck's Ganot's Natural Phi-

GERMAN—Peissper’s Grammar,

Frexcu—Fasqoelle's Grammar.
ATHRMATY

son's unud Geometry. -

= Hinriehs' lnnrgule Chem-

Glx;yA!—— Adler's Reader,
Pusrn—-k‘mﬂri Ru‘n

muA brm (oo lmd
Irmklu l(‘)'

fele from D) lo Li

BOPROMONE YRAN,

Full Term. —~MArwusatios—Robinson'
Plane Trigonometry, Gillespit's

&lm’ In&v
lolT—O-rdy

An-
Iﬁ‘:blr’*l"om MarnesATIoN-
~MaTnrsa “Robin-
Spherioal T,

m—&a h
Voo Kobell and Dnu%
Qur Term —MaTurMATICS—Davies'
e
Agricultural with leotures.
JENIOR YRAR,
Fall —ELoouTion—Zachon
Pl’t:“umv—l)np"
Marnesamics—Chorel's Diffsrentinl
MopEn¥ LAxaoaae—Dramatio
¥ature (elective) e
Term —Muxtar Pursosoriny—
Inou- ‘e Anul-sm
Iu
rmnl—cr German (eleetive), Dey.
”hr-.-loun PutLosorny—
mn—w
i Wson's Anehnl mlary

du;wmbyhuu‘
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Collegiate Course— Continued.

CLASSICAL. SCIENTIFIC.
BENTON VEAR. SENIOR YEAR.
" Full Term.— Esovsn Lovenatvae—|| Full Term. — Exouisn  LirsraTune—
Pu(i‘:'.o':;‘r:dv'- Butler's Anslogy. I:Gm-whl Lectures.
di ZooLow und

Guerx—Woolsey's Greek Trag r— Gould.
Winter Term —Loaic—Whately. Winter Term.—Looio—Whately,
Gmu:v—l'hu Geno6y—Dana.

Greex — Chiamplain's Dummnull ErgcTricrry —with lectures,

de Corona. | Spring Term, —8crexce oF GovERN-
Spring Term. — Seigxce or GoVERN- MENT—Mansfield.
MEST—Mansfield. Pnulcb—l)gi‘l:-, with lectures,
Prrsios—Loomis' Astronomy. GroLooy—Dana.

Gresx—Woolsey's Plato’s
Recitation in Greek Testament oo Monday morning by each of the Greek
classes, after the first preparatory year.

LECTURES.,

-

In addition to the recitations of the several classes and the regu-
lar lectures given before them, the following General Courses of
Lectures are delivered on the principal branches of Science and
Literatore :

Exousn LITERATURE ~INTELLECTUAL AND
Moras PitLosorny, } ................ PrEsipENT.

These lectures are free to all students, and also to persons not
connected with the University. The object of the Faculty in
establishing these Ouurses of Lectures is to offer the greatest pos-
sible facilities to all the students of the University for gaining
that degree of general information on the more important topics
of Science and Literature which is so indispensable to a liberal
education.

Mathematics and Astronom s

Chemistry.
and Literature,

guages and Literatare.

Teaching.

B L e e -
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GRADUATES—1886.
DACHELOR OF ARTS,

William W, Baldwia......... . Keosa {
.......... SeeRsass s R s s et U,
GRADUATES—18687,
BACHELOR OF ARTR
Hulebison, Lanra Q... ... Cephuis Towa Olty....cos vuviinn Johnson.
Howe, Charles M....... Vinton
............................ Benton,

Brenley, Milon...,...,......... e R S J::nlm.

BACHELOL OF FIILOWOPHEY.
Springer, Prank............ « « v Calumbrus Ciy
Wright, Caig L. ..............., Des Moskoes .

The following s a list of the Fuenlty :
Naruan R. Leovarn, A. M., President pwo tem., Professor of

Taeovore 8. Parves, A, M., Professor of Natural H
y A M., L istory,
Gusravus Hixxions, O, P., Professor of Nutural l’hihnop'gy and

Omanies A. Eoorer, A, M., Professor of Modern Language

Asos N, Corwizn, A, M., Professor of Latin and Greck Lan-

Cnarves A, Wurrs, A. M., Professor of Gealogy.
S. N. Frucows, A. M., Professor of Theory and Practice of

16
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ATTENDANCE

The following tabular view is pmemed as conveying in the
growth of the University—and the

briefest manner an idea of the

character of that growth:

ANSTRACT OF ATTENDANCE AT YHE CNIVERSITY FROM sErTEMuER, 1860, TO
JASUARY 1, 1868,

m:.:n;r;u;;—m;;u. COLLEGTATR. | z i
e | |
E“E'!gsglgxg
slelf| 215234
AHIERELE R AR AR R AR EIE H]
wou| || _‘_.'__ v _3‘2\'2‘_ 1
1801-2 . __l_ mlmlmia_v 8
1862-3 1_ o et i 3 g’:ﬁlg.u 9
et | ||| { | { | | femladet | o
iy R & L -_*10‘!&“0!3 0
amsa || i e oo | e gn [1s08-2_fa00msioslir)
et | o w0 a8 a7 @ 3344‘9&‘3 %
'M—.'l’w'u:‘ﬂul‘"w

*To Jannary ). 1 This year abolished.
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ATTENDANCE BY STATES—UNIVERSITY, 1800-07,
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Attendance at the University—By Countics—1860-87— Continved,

[1800-1 | 18018 18623 18634 mullsu: oes-7 15072
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' i of absence
In April, 1866, President Spencer applied for a leave
for ;n.l: ll’nonth, to enable him to visit Earope, and proposing to
relinguish his salary for that poriod. This roquest was granted,
and the active daties of the Presidency were devolved npon Prof.
Leonard.
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At their meeting in June, 1867, the Board received the resigna-
tion of President Spencer, and after mature deliberation concladed
to accept it. It is but just here to acknowledge the faithfalness
and ability with which Dr, Spencer discharged the arduous duties
of the Presidency. A man of eonrteons manners, scholarly habita,
and a high-toned enthusiasm, he contribated in an unuenal degree
to make the University a blessing and an honor to the State,

The vacancy thus created has not yet been filled, for the reason
that the Board were so well satisfied whth the administration of the
Acting President, (Prof. Leonard) that they thought the highest
interests of the University wonld be subserved by leaving it in his
hands until, after & thorongh canvass of the subject, they might
find a man of just such talent and reputation as would completely
fit him for this high and honorable position.  This delay in the
choice of a President has, too, been almost forced upon them hy
the important fact, that the Institution is unable to offer & salary
which will command the very best talent of the country for that
position, and the Board have been led to hope for the assistance of
the State in this emergency.

GYMNASIUM,

After a trial of four years, the Gymnasinm has been discon-
tinued.
- MILITARY TRAINING,

Inmaioninlnlhryl)rﬂlmgimby Prof. Borland, the
Prineipal of the Preparatory Department ; but for some time pro-
vious to his death he was obliged to discontinue this part of his
labors, and since that time no provision has been made for an
Instructor in this Department.

ThoBoardhn,hom,MuhMlplu?
hlbputtohmpudtoOonWb]lawaﬂ.qof o
United States Army, for the establishment of Military Depart-
uhinmmul“mwhpuﬂulnbdqh
ench State, to be provided with Instructors drawn from a list of
dmhdliﬂhryOﬂmthmmmmm
expressed their approbation of the plan proposed, and are mot
without hope that his plan will become & law. And in case of its
adoption the Executive Committee were anthorized to organize a
Dopartment under it.
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CUEMICAL LABORATORY.

The entire first story of the new building (North Hall) was
especially constructed for and is now oceupied as a Chemical Lab-
oratory. Exclusive of ample halls and the basement rooms already
partly used for chomical purposes, the Laboratory proper has an
aren of nearly 3,500 square feet, with & height of fifteen feet. It
{s divided into four large rooms, of which the “Stadent’s Labora-
tory " is thirty by sixty feet. The Laboratory is already well pro-
vided with cases (in two stories, the lower eight feet high, the upper
seven, accessible from a gallery), filled with apparatue, chemicals,
minerals, rocks, &e., &e It is aleo provided with the most nec-
essary furoaces, distilling apparatus, gas and water fixtures, balan-
cos, spectroscope, &e.

The Laboratory was constructed according to the detailed plans
of Prof. Hinrichs, as adopted by the Board of Trustees, June,
1886. For want of funds, only about onethird of these plans
have as yet been carried out. When completed, this Laboratory
will be second to none in the United States.

LIDRARY.

The Library of the University has received large and important
additione during the past year. It contains the most valuable and
necessary works on the different branches of Science and Litera-
ture, and is unusually complete for its size. It is open to all the
gtudents of the University, and has proved of great benefit in
furnishing them with all desirable help in the pursuit of their
studies.

CABINET.

The Cabinet of the University contains a large collection of
valuable specimens specially adapted to the illustration of the
Geological Formations, and the Natural History of Iowa. It
has been very largely increased during the past year, and contains
s complete set of the rocks and fossils thus far noticed in the
Geological Survey of the State.

Besides the Cabinet of the University, students in the depart-
ment of Natural History, have the benefit of the very extensive
and valuable Cabinet of Prof. Parvin, which is deposited in the
University.

f
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COUNTY SOHOLARSHIPS.

Four students from each county will be reeeived without pay-
ment of the Incidental Fee, two in the Normal Department and
two in the other departments of the University, on presenting
T dations signed by the County Superintendent, County
Judge, and the Clerk of the District Court, for the county in which
th. Sand + soTr Adad r 4

The recommendations thus given will remain good while the
appointee continues a member of the University, but will become
void from absence without permission; from the same cause with
permission, if such absence is for a greater period than one term;
or by suspension from the University for a longer period than two
weeks. The removal of the appointee from the county whence
the recommendation issned, does not work its forfoiture.

BOLDIERS,

By an action of the Board of Trustees in June, 1865, all Towa
soldiers now citizens of the State, who served three years in the
Union arwy, or have been honorably discharged on account of
wounds or other disability incurred in the service of the United
States, will, on presenting their discharge papers, receive a ticket
entitling them to the privileges of the University withont the
payment of the Incidental Fee.

8oL m’ ORPIHANE.

All orphans of Towa soldiers are adiitted to the University
free of charge.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Amount of Jand and mortgage notes. ... .$189,582.36
Estimated value of property from which
an annual rental is received. . .........  6,000.00

C o R —— FAREERE L T
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UNPRODUCTIVE ASSETS.

Unsold lands valned 8t.. c.oiovevinesess $ 25,000.00— ﬁ.()m’).ﬂo

Total endowment, . uoeeveroasssisennssssann £220,582.36

The land and mortgage notes will yield an annual interest of 10

eent. A small portion of them—not exceeding, perhaps,

$8,000—has yielded no revenue for some time past. Some of
these are now in Conrt.

INCOME FOR TIE YEAR EXDING JUNE 20, 1867

Balance in Treasury June 20,1866, ... cooovvnennnns 8§ 20050

Interest received......coovevnasivaranrs reenh inie ARULIAL

Incidental or Tuition fees. ........coceivcvrenrianens 4,218.50

Rents and miscellaneous. ...coovvvvevinvnrenaneson 668.02
Total income...... P P A PP $25,200,84

EXPENDIYRES.

Pald ont oD WATTAIEE . covsciseorovonss mssvisvsvons SSQIALTT

Balance carried forward........ cooviiriririiiiiia 2,158.07
Pothlc. i o 558 3 055 Ere PRy = 3 L T veo $25,200.84

An idea of the character of the expenditures will be conveyed
by the following list of appropriations for the year 1867-8:

APPROPRIATIONS FOK THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 20, 1868.
Dne Troasurer, OVerpaid.... ... coassssesansssessens § 615.98

Dne on outstanding warmants.......cooeeees cvsnvsen  1,200.00
President’s salary........... e B bk & abae CANRS SR NSD 1,800.00
Five Professors nt $1,400 e8ch. ... «ccvsseesrvsacones  7,000.00
One Professor........ceenes ki o Kitata syl b A 4 . 14250.00
One Principal Preparatory Department.......... o es  1,250.00
O 00  cn s 5065 5 snan s o niss one b anin R v 1,000.00
Four fernale assistants. ... ...c.ovvenae ey & viucs i RO
T R S S m——e S
TOTROEAL L bt i+ .55 550,65 3 0570 masinw sis-Sa K KR OUO
Incidental, including repairs. ....oveeeneses ospemam (5000
Chemical M--...--.-.....--..--.u..-vo-u 270,00
Porfodionls. o vscovsnvovassinansisrrsn sinsavhssnnse 100.00

.

29

Printing. . . ccveovt S vt o' WENES o o B eavasene 500,00
IRS0TRD08. + -« cvv it v ss wriulen oh .............:‘ 701)‘60
b2 e CRTT TS s ol NG 0¥ 1R Rk s e N «  750.00
PRYRRETPOE. o5 o wav b s ol Wi w4 1,200,00
aay o ST SOy et S .. '800:00
Geological Cabinet. ..........ccovviineeniriin.., 200,00
Bemoving Libeafy: cosieruouresasintansns onno . 50.00
Bills ordered paid......ocv00eipunnn... 779.45
O e A 08 T A L e S b $24,015.43

The estimated income for the FOREIS. i iievis $21,500.00
To which add balance bronght forward, ... ... ... ... 2158.07

Gives a total income for 1807-8,............. 23,058,071

We would eall your sttention to the fact that as nearly all the
lands belonging to the University have been 8old, the present pro-
ductive capital is not likely to meet with any econsiderable addi.
tions. It then becomes a serious question as to what course the
State will take to insure the permanent endowment and progperity
of thie State Institution. In the course of seven years the Uni-
versity has attained a position of which its friends, and the State,
are justly prond. It has met with very flattering notices from the
educated people of other States. Bat after reducing their appro-
priations to the lowest possible amount, and cutting off
source of expenditare that conld be spared, the Board of Trustees
find it barely possible to complete the present year without
involving the Institution in debt. Furthermore, they foel that st
the present low rate of salaries (§1,400 per annum) they are
paying to their Professors, they will be unable to retain their
services, in the view of far more lncrative positions that ure being
offered to them elsowhere. Nor will they be able to increase the
number of Professors, as the necessities of the Institntion even
now demand. Herein is to be fonnd one great reason for the
delay in securing a President. It wounld be idle to think of com-
manding the services of such talent as that sitoation demands, for
sny sum that the present state of finances of the Institation
would justify the Board in offering. In this situation of affairs
the Board of Trastees, and the friends of the University, look to the
&uﬁir.’wehddnmhuddwplm&hhm upon
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a broad snd substantial basis, where it may become for Towa such
an honor as Ann Arbor is to Michigan, or Yale and Harvard are

to their respective States.
All of which is respectfully sabmitted.
By order of the Board.
N. R. LEONARD, | p. o
RUSH CLARK, §™* e
Towa Crry, Decxupen 6, 1867,
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