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REPORT.

STATE LAND orncl.}
Drs Morxes, lTowa, Nov. 1231h, 1867,

To His Ercellency, William M. Stone, Governor of Iowa :

Str :— Complying with the order in which my predecessor pre-
pared his last Biennial Report, in detailing the business of this
office for the last two years, I shall consider :

1st—The 500,000 Acre Grant.,

24 —The 16th Section Grant.

3d —Mortgage School Lands.

4th—University Grant.

5th—S8aline Grant.

6th—Des Moines River Grant.

Tth—Des Moines River School Lands.

p Land Grant.

9th—Rail Road Grants.
10th—Agrieultural College Grant.
11th—The Five per cent. Fund Security Real Estate.
12th—Claims under dlp“.hwl!i’hth GononlA-‘uW
13th—Miscellaneous,

As the very able and full report of Mr. Harvey, two years
comprises & complete history of the several grants, and a
tion or digest of all laws, State and national, bearing upon
down to that date; and, as some fifteen hundred mmw
port are now on hand and will be furnished to those desiring in-
formation upon the q at issue in respect to these grants, it
vmbonnu“,{u ' to s the expense of printing,
&e., by relterating the inform; ‘contained therein. T shall,
therefore, confine myself pﬁ!dpdly m eurrent business of the
past two years, except where questions of public interest,
which the information afforded by the position, may ehed sor
light and dictate a departure from snch a course.

You will, therefore, under the first head find : ¢!




The following tuble exhibits the number of acres patented singg |
date of last report, total number of acres patented, nnmber of acres
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1e7.—THE 500,000 ACRE GRANT.

unpatented, and wml number of acres in esch connty:

M. neres Totsl No. ‘ T
= patentod liﬁl:ﬁ < No. neres | Tolal in euch
oOUNTIE, lafl“e of p:l:;?:d‘ | unpatented. | county,
Adair e 180,00 2,&7.&“ o4, 3}.'“
Adams .... .... 406.49 465.00{  1,255.00|
Allamakes. . ... . 985.00  66,075.67 4,115 56
Appumn_ma 40.00 2,080.00 320.09
Benton...vevu.. 480.001 10,899.07] 1,382.73
Black Hawk.... 200,000 5,105.60| 277.24
Boone .....uus. 80.00/ 802.12 160.00
Bremer........ 343,120 17,663.81| 146675
Buehanan ....., ‘ 100.00] 2,085,690 300.75
1 TP SR N R S 478.51|,... ..
(6,17 PRI RS v i,ﬂ?‘ﬂ.ﬁ&‘ I 185,52
Chickasaw 80,000 1,571.31 i
Clarke 105,80 12,856,28
Clayton 960.00| 19,776.12
Clinton 120,00 19,763.41|
Dallas . .oovuiis 160,00  11,902.86!
TR - 0 S P e e i G06,25
Deentur ..o, 58,07 96,057.72
Delaware....... 160,00 11,314.95
Dubugue .... .. 520, 15,519.05
Fayetto . ....... JRTAT 20,138.00
Floyd ......... 200,000 2,071,068
Haedin coos o sfsssnivs veee| - 1,820.00
Hzmﬂtuu...‘.,..‘ 200, ,848,
Hurrison. ......| 1,877.84 350040
Town .........,.| ‘218033 17,065.08
Juekson........| 860,00 047,
Jusper ... ool B0.00F  1,674.04
dones. o wwetoal 940,69  26,507.05
E&u T P Ty 590,04
e tiron v's 200.00, 10,230,832
Louies......... sow« B40.00
rwww wawes| Wy 4
Madison,. ... ..| 05,00 884047
ﬂlMt ranag 122,85 9,118.19
s A AN e 1
lhrilull....... .l 6.085,89
u"“fw oven]e eend w e 086,56 ChER AR
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~ Nos nuirvs Tnhl No. | e o :

da pmmd Tinm Nio. acres o mn::'e-‘e
nseat hwgﬁ e e a*s; 33
MR eawn s 5000, S0.00) STT.
g‘—wlk m ...... 200,00, 942517 45 242568
Poweshiek 3 820000 4,020.751  8,004.49) 18,715.24
Ringgold .. .- .. s0.74l 81495 20935 607.20
Shel:y ........ Lo ) 5 56,81 a6.51
Story... 5, 140,00f 2,037,838 682,241 870074
Tamt. ... ... 240,00, SS4T57 280287 11,650.44
Union ...oonen- 531301 8,573.56] 216451 10,788.07
Wapello. ........ ses v vaind] | 008840 820,00  T,002.48
e Ty 5,250.06 38499  5,643.07
Wagte ... ... 789,51 13416.76| 2,190.15] 15,606.91
Webster.., .. ... 160.000  8,170.64] 9,85349] 15,024.00
Winneshiek . .. 380.93| 922, mm.u‘ 1,781.80)  24,447.00
Total........| 1626500 47617955 58,080.811 52085500

20 —THE 16rn SECTION GRANT.

The following table exhibits the number of acres patented since
date of last report, total number of meres patented, number of
acres unpatented, and total nnmber of acres in each conuty :

=

Now, seres

e pnm“h‘ﬁ: ::y 'hm"‘ No. acres | Total in ench
dpt cepart. | P - .
Xiir, ... WJ.W BA5.00,  9.405.00]  10,240.00
Adwms ... .,.. 460.00( 186000 5,520,000  T,680.00
Allamakee. ... 280,00) 0040000  2.480,00 11,520.00
Appanoose . . ... 1THL00; 6,280,000 960,00 10,240,00
m ubon | 35,000 476,000 7904000 T,680.
Benton. .. .. . 670,50 11,866.60)  943.40) 12,800,
Black Hawk . . 455.00|  6,086.15)  4,208.85  10,240,00
Boone .........| 1040000 510000] 5140.00] 10,940,00
%aau“'“"m.;;”""‘ LOR00| 850000 Tsa000] 1094000
Baent VIsth. oo |oooveernlone crrenn| 10.240,00 10240.00
Butler ...uuena| 14404 £,0060.00]  5,580.00, 10,240.00
Calhoun ....... 160, 820,00{  9,020.00]  10.240.00
g:r;uu. eeel 2160, n,mw E%%* ig.m.gg
Codar ......n 2133 0723.69 51681 10840
Cerro Gordo 630,00, 1,587.00 s,m,oe 10,240.00
Cherokee.. . ., j 170.00 170,000 10,070.,00]  10,840.00
Ohickasaw , 820,001  4,120.00] 3,460, 7,680.00
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couirigs,  [mveoied smacel” TN JO- | N ——= OF THE STATE LAND OFFICE. 7
Clark |t o, | Dopeienid e — | Nasom ‘
= T T 5 el TP | " Total F g
ok g 1 »ow‘ 472000, 296000,  7,050.00 dute Je’“" il Mo, | Nomors | Totslin ench
Clayton ........ ¥50.00! 11091, r;l 10,240.00,  10.240.00 I pory, | D, ty.
Olibton . . «u o ui’s 783.54) 1,601.067 9.093.41 240,00 450,00] Y 040
Crawford....... 8.495.00 10,686.24  2,330.53) - 1,240.00 %Bﬂow 10,240.00
Dullas. ... . v.. I "945.0 il 4,185,000 6,105.00 i 540,00 b+ .00]  8,000,00
Davis e . ives m'(:?l 5,506.80|  4,643.20 1,168.62 ; 4’1%2‘00 10,240.00
Deecatnr........ p)o'm-; 8,840.00)  1,400.00 80.00 '3%.3(8) 18,788, 74
Daluware. . .. 50,00 7,590,000 2,720.00, 10, 48 . ‘e 5,120.00 s
Des Moines. .. .. 900,00 10,118,958 12102, 08 N 380,00 '790.0 880,00
Dickinson. . ... T QUSO8 13108 I0MOMIEE  Guoscls..-onifes-smract 10, m’u& e =
Dbique . ..o eeinens| 11,0080 10003 TAENE  Page..iiiicies| | HON 7‘530'03 10,240.00
%mmﬂﬂ. S b A i 55. ‘.".) Il."gg.l(} 230:00 440.00 1:300.00 lg'gig.gg
Payetto . ..o . .. . Y a0 20000 USEIEE  Blymouh......| GAL 5 it
Fiow g Saon 2,000 00 Bomonlics,.| - S0 lomesel 1dTao0
ranklin L ,HO0, 300000 1500  Folk.......... 81041 ‘ ¥ S
Fremont 11 . 2,470,00 7‘-‘131:"0(": ll:g':. aae svsansn £10.21 ll‘l.?.&("llg‘[: }Pvmw
Greeneo 844000  6,640.00 wattamie...| 1,851.84 088,18 0,240.00
Grundy 1.860.00 8'880.00 B ) 360.00 9'880.00 17,526.01
Guthrie 1,32000]  7.640.00 inggold ...... 1,270.00 2'980.00 10,4800
HamiMos 35280.00‘ “.”oo.oo & .......... n‘gaoiou lgcm-gg
Haneoek 1,440.00 8'300'00 Sh db‘y """""" "806.50 S 1994
Hardin ... 94000 10,000.00 i Sl A b ( it
Harrison. 5,080.000 456000 S ey smpn e
H@“r’_ A 4.080.47 7‘179.53 ml..:.“’l!'
Howurd 7,420.00 960,00 T Ui 3ot
Hombold 2538 30|  7,701.64 Dlow' s vxiens
Ida..... 1,378.12  0,200.88 Van Buren.....
Towa , .. 320,00/ 7,360,00 Wapello ... S
Jackson . 18.578.00 1,662.00 Warren........
Jusper. ... 0,830.96/ 29320 Washington... ..
Jefferson 9,640.000  8,160.00 Wayne ..o..oe
Johnson. 7,550. 120,00 e o A
Jones . ¢ 0,641 1,288.71 in e
| TA 8.857.10  1,889.90 Winneshiek ...
h . § 7'985'00 2,255.00 "M‘ e
m. SRR 40.00 ll‘.ls}m,oo 16,400.00 ;ﬂﬂl. S ol il
L - 200.00" m-f,‘“’-“ ue.sx' Fight caeevias
an‘ﬁ:.“aun..u. o :, I 6‘1‘3&5’.% 2%03 l — :m ; .
e dwnauinee % b 0 Total ..oeun 74.76) = -
) i&f@" - e 40000 5,520.00 1-300503 50,074.76] M,‘mﬂ ‘IW-MELUIB,U‘“.Q.I
PRSI T PR 11,620.00 #0.—~THE MORTGAGE SOHOOL LANDS.
g o AR l» gmoc 10:*07” l’lg:g TPhis is the class of Tnif o) r-m : y
Marion.. . ...l &] ; Deing .
20, 8,720, 1,520.00 W’mh.:: of school fand loaned and having bllg s:ﬂf::fw%
bought in by the State. It coustitutes a class of it
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which does not belong to either of the original grants, and frop
the faet that the business is transacted in the several comnties ang
no report of forfeited land made to this office, except when {hg
eounty comes to sell and the party purchasing applies for a paten
it is impossible to report only that portion sold and patented.
I would, therefore, respectfully snggest that the Legislature
make it obligatory upon the District Olerks in the several countiey
where this land is fonnd, as fast as foreclosures take place, to send
to this office either the Sherif®s deed or a certified copy thereof.
By so doing this office wonld be constantly informed as to the
namber of acres accrned to the School Fund by foreclosures, and by |
having the Sheriff’s Deed or a eertified copy for record, would be
enabled to keep an unbroken chain of title which, under af
cireamstances, is impossible. T have heretofore declined to mak
patents for this land notil the Clerks furnished evidence, either by
the Deed or a certified copy, that the land belonged to the State,
Bhut it seems to me, as this office is intended to be a depository of
the records, showing the chain of title to all lands held by the State
that these titles shonld be recorded here ns soon as scquired.
The following table exhibits the number of acres patented since
date of last report, total nnmber of acres patented, number of
lots patented since date of last report, and the total namber of lots

patented in each county:
No. neres Total No. | No- Luts ..
] teoled sinee Total
counties  (Fle"of last atmoiad: Paete o jast|loe pateatel
A;pﬁ report, b report.
7P'nm. seaafsamnsanrna|sassnanons fucnscsanss
Benton......... 145.00 7&'(.12" 1
Boone v........| 40.00| L N R PR
BROmPY. . . « 2ueolers or agbinn 820,00 1
thﬂhﬂw..‘.... 90,00 000522 50504 o ane
SIRRNERN .. . - o oo s b il e+ o auers s ks
Olintéa.... ... 40.00 02.001. ... cecna
) B e i by 4 s g 40.00!....... PR R
DR T R
. Doy 732,00 1,132.00 L
Delaware. ...... 40.00 SEBND. e v voswafiinsnns caphll
D“MM‘@@-&A,M h 40.00 00.00 ﬁ .
! i EE Y R 5&&........... creasenanns
mhu... TOWN0T, - o v oasianls < e o rRiun
: RS = 60.00 SN0 50 s ods s vis e
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== | No. neres | ~No, o | 5
comvrms  FaLEel S Mo | e s .
Feport patented. roport :
Harrison. .. 160.00 200,00 l
L R RPN T S0.00/ 1 3
Jefferson. ...... 40,00/ B0.001. ; - =55 avox RS
DONBE =2+ sassvs]ersmanntns 280,00 3 53
o 943 .00 H3.00 1 1
Louisa.....o.... 40,00/ 156,00 1 1
Lucas. . .... e 80,001 S0.00 2 2
s TV A (R Wy 40,00/ . 5
TSI, e 13400 134,001, .
Poweshiek. ... . 160,00/
Ringgold ... ... 120.00,
Boo . iy wiien i 76.80;. ,.
- TR 1%.0(]’
Washiogton.. ..[...o...... 267.001
Warren. .. § 84,00 S-Ltm‘ /)
Wayne. . ..ooves 120, 380,00,
Webster. ... .. 360,00, 970.00]
Winneshiek ....)..oo..ouinn 80.0()3 1
Total........| 2418.00( 6,525.64 a4 a0

4ru—THE UNIVERSITY GRANT.
The following table exhibits the number of acres patented since

date of last report, total number of acres patented, number of acres
unpatented, and the total number of aeres in each county :

Mo, aores |

; Totsl No. | - |

patented s Ni Total in ench

DOUNTIRS. Mdn': ;!':' ey nm m:v.
Appunoose . ... 1 £0.00 (40,00
BOORE s arnse-s TILET  2,61348
TN e 1,187.80)  1,207.36
Dalkad vaavvn s 1 BT2.0T
Decator ..., 2.560,00
Hardin, o oeuvae 10,335.54
TOWR s e o nn iy . G665
Jaapdr' ..l o A 4,611.86
iu non .. 3 . 100.(113 1,280,060
RS s o v 0 wndli's 234612 4,645,444
117 ) 3,416,256 5,104,190
Sy ghisl s

P cassnnans Db, a;821.
Oalolniordv i 39}.“ 638,20
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= — e —— ==——
S—— ipjﬂﬁ '-Zm T‘;':‘,L,N - No.seres | Total in ensh
| | laatreport | Paienied o e i
Wapello.. .oou.. 280.00 1,566,68 350.82 1,920,00
Wlxtrm...,.....' 19279 2279 71531 338000
Total........ | 264095 2558347 2029537 45,098,

Sru—THE BALINE GRANT.

The following table exhibits the number of acres patented singg
date of last report, totsl number of acres patented, number of acrsg
unpetented, and total number of acres in each county :

No, ncres

Total No.
|patented sinee No, acres | Total in

COUNTIRS. | , ;i “:: lg,rrt‘ 77']:“0:;?‘“'7 j t lvll’-
Appanoose . .... S02.70]  §,208.73) 4,590.50
Pavig ..o ooes 280,00 280.00] 260,00
f o R R S S 2,160.00 400,00
Enoas . oue srivn 140410 24,832.22 059.24
BEORTOR & ey v v a % s ¥y 960.00 160.00
Nan Buren. i ...]. . 00, 18| R e
Wayne......... 145.811  1,277.61 1,51&.1&|
Total,..oova| 9,39.99 38,4&18.551 ’T,Mi.ﬂﬂl

fri.—THE DES MOINES RIVER GRANT.

Since the Report of my predecessor, which is very full in refer-
ence to this Grant, and is unnecessary for me to recapitulate, s late
decimon of the Supreme Conrt of the United States hns entirely
unsettled the tenure by which the Railroads running east and
west across the State, north of the Raceoon Fork —the beneficiari
of the Railroad Land Grants of May 156th, 1856 —held the
numbered sections within five miles of the Des Moines River
Lands which, previous to the Supreme Court decision at the De
cember term of 1850-60, (22 Howard 66, Dabuque and Pacifie
Railroad Company vs. Litchfield) were sapposed by the weight
authority—in the fluctuating opinions of those controlling the Land
Department of the Government—to belong to the Grant of A
8th, A. D. 1840, And as this decision gives a lucid summary )
many conflicting opinions in reference to these lands, is of vital
importance to the State, and especially interesting to the peoples
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the Upper Des Moines Valley where they are situated, I insert it
in full:

SUPREME COURT OF THE U. 8.

No, 2M—Decomber Term, 1806,

Somnel G. Waleott, Plaintiff in Error, v, the Des Moines Navi-
gation and Railrond Company. I error to the Cirenit Court of
the' United States for the Svuthern District of New York.

Mr. Justice Nelson delivered the opinion of the Court.

This is m writ of error ta the Qirenit Court of the United States
for the Sonthern Distriet of New York.

This Is an action by the plaintifl, Waleott, against tho defend-
auta for breseh of covenant.

The defendants eonveyed ly deed-poll to the plaintift, on 1st
Angust, 1859, the east half of soction 17, township 88, range 27,
situate in Webster County, State of Towa, containing three hun-
dred and twenty acres, for the consideration of §3,040, and war-
ranted the title. It is charged in the declaration that the title has
failed, whieh is denied on the part of the defendants, This pre-
sents the wain issue in the case.

On the Bth of Angust, 1846, Qongress passed an act by which
they granted to the Territory of Towa, for the purpose of aid in
the improvement of the navigation of the Des Moines river, from
its month to the Raceoon Fork, in said territory, an oqual moiety,
in altornate sections, of the public lands, in a strip of five milesin
width on euch side of said river, to be seloctod within said terri~
tory by an agent of the Governor, subject to the approval of the
Bocratary of the Tressury of the United States,

The second section provided that the lands so grunted should
oot be kold ur conveyoed by the territory, nor by any State to ho
formed ont of it, exoopb us the improvements progressed—that is,
sales wight be made so as to produce the sum of thirty thousand
dollars, and then coase, until the CGrovernor or State, ns the case
might be, should certify the fact to the President of the United
States that one-half of this sam had been expended on said -
provements, when sales again wight be made of the rem
lands enflicient to replace this amount, and the sales wore thus to
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progress as the proceeds were expended, and the expenditures gg
certified to the Presidont. Agents were appuinted by the Gover
nor, who selected the section designated by odd numbers, through.
out the whole extent of the grant, which, as claimed, extendeg
from the month of the river to the northern boundary of the 8
The lot in queation is one of the sections thus selected and
proved by the Secretary of the Treasury, and duly certified by the
Governor of the State to the President, according to the second
section of the act, and was sold and conveyed, among other pap
eels of land, by the Stute to the defendants. The section of land
of which the lot in question is n part was situated above the Ra
coon Fork. :
Some year and a half after the passage of this act a (nestion
aroze before the Commissivner of the land office whether the grant
of the odd sections within the five miles extended above this fork
He determined that it did, and that it extended throughout the
whole line of the river within the limits of Iowa. It appears
however, that he afterwards changed his opinion, and on the 19tk
Juoe, 1848, a proclamation was issued by the President, connter
signed by him, ordering a sale of some of these odd seections
among other lands, lying above the fork, and which was to take
place in the following October,  On the attention of the Scer
of the Treasury being called to the subject he, after an exam
of the act, determined that upon a true construction of it the g
extended above the Raccoon Fork, and directed that the odd see
tions should be reserved from the sale, which was done accord:
ingly, and the State of lowa duly notitied. This was on the 16t
June, 1540,  On the Gth April, 1850, the Seeretary of the [uterio
whose department had in the meantime been established, and I
which the supervision and eontrol of the general land office had
been nssigued, reversed the previous decision of the Secretary (
the Treasury, and determined that the grant did not extend
the Raccoon Fork. Buthe directed that the lands should be
from sale which were embraced within the State’s selecti
The question was then brought before the President, aud
referred by him to the Attorney General, who differed with the
Seccetary of the Interior, and concurred with the Secretary of th
Treasury. But before the promnlgation of this decision the P'resi
dent (lelor)ﬂ'l,id, and o new cabinet coming in—and among
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others a mew Attorney General—he overrnled the decision of hia
predecessor, and affirned that of the Seeretary of the Interior.
The canse was then brought before the new President and Cabinet,
and the result is etated by the then Secretary of the Interior,
nnder date of October 20th, 1851, which was * that in view of the
great conflict of opinion among the exeoutive officers of the
Government, and also in view of the opinion of several eminent
jurists which have been presented to me in favor of the con-
struction contended for by the State, I am willing to recognize
the elaim of the State, and to approve of the selections, without
prejudice to the rights, if any there be, of other parties.” Under
this arrangemest the Seoretury of the Interior approved of the
odd sections above the fork s eertified, according to the act of
Congress, tll in December, 1858, the number of aeres amoanted
to over 271,572, On the 21st Mareh, 1856, the Commissioner of
the land office sgain decided that the grant was limited to the
Raceoon Fork, aud the question was again referred to the Attorney
Geueral; who advised the Seeretary of the Interior to acquiesce in
the views of bis predecessor, (a change having taken place as to
the incumbent,) snd to continue the approval of the lands as cer-
tified to him nuder the law, which was done accordingly. In the
meantime, the improvement of the Des Moines River had been
carried vn by the State, and by the Des Muines Navigation and
Railroad Company, who, on the 9th June, 1854, had entered into
an engagement with the State to finish the improvemonts, as con-
templated hy the act of Oongress, and to expend for that purpose
some §1,300,000,

The question as to the true construction of this grant of Sth
August, 1846, and in respect to which such great diversity of
opinion existed among the exccutive officers ot the Government,
cume before this court, and was decided at the December term,
1860-60.  The Court held that it was limited to the Raccoon fork,
and did not extend above it.—(23 [low. 06, Dubugue and Pacific
Railrond Company ve. Litehfield.)

Wherenpon on the 24 Mareh, 1861, Congress passed a joint
resolution providing that “all the title which the United Stutes
atill retain in the truets of land along the Des Moines River, and
above the Raceoon fork thereof, in the State of lowa, which bave
been certified to said State improperly by the Department of the
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Interior, as part of the grant by act of Oongress approved Angps
8th, 1846, and which is now held by bona fide purchasers nndey
the State of Towa, be, and the same i hereby relinquished to the
State.” And, on the 12th July, 1862, Congress enacted *thag
the grant of lands to the then Territory of Iowa for the improve
ment of the Des Moines River by the act of August Sth, 1544, js
hereby extended so as to include the miternate sections (designated
by odd numbers,) lying within five miles of said river, between thy
Raceoon Fork and the northern boundary of said State; such landg
are to be held and applied in sezordance with the provisions of the
original grant, except that the consent of Congress is hereby gives
to the application of & portion thereof to aid in the construction of
the Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and Minuesota Railroad, in aces
ance with the provisions of the act of the General Assembly of the
State of lowa, approved March 22, 1858,

If the case stopped here it wonld be very clear that the plaintiff
eould mot récover; for, althongh the State possessed no title to the
lotin dispute at the time of the conveynnce to the Des Moines
Navigation and Railrond Company, yet, having an after-acqnire
title by the et of Congress, it would enure to the benefit
grantees, and g0 in respect to their conveyance to the pl
This i in accordance with the laws of the State of Towa.

But another act of Congress is relied on by the plaintiff, pass
May 15th, 1856, as showing that the United States had dy
ported with the lands, of which the lot in question is & par
previous to this act of 12th July, 1862. It becomes necessary,
therefore, to examine this act. It grants to the State of Towa, for
the purpose of aiding in the construetion of certain railroads speel-
fied, every alternate section of land, (designated by odd numbers
for six eections in width on each side of said roads, with the fol-
lowing proviso: “That any and all lands heretofore reserved to
the United States by any act of Congress, or in any other manner
by competent authority, for the purpose of aiding in any oljects of
internal improvemends, or for any purpose whatsoover, be, and
same is hereby, reserved from the operation of this aet, except &
far as it may be found necessary to locate the rontes of the said
railronds through such reserved land, in which case the right
way shall be granted, subject to the approval of the President.
This grant to the State fur the benefit of the railroads, it is admi
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ted, covers the tract within which the lot in question is situnte,
unless excluded by the proviso. The question turns upon the con-
struction of this proviso, and in reading it in eonnection with the
act of 1846, granting lands to the State of Towa for the improve-
ment of the Des Moines River, and in counection with the serious
and prolonged conflict of opinion that arose among the executive
officers of the government, extending over a period of some eight
years, and which related to the title above the Raceoon Furk, in
respect to which this aet of 1856 was dealing in the grant for the
benefit of the railronds, we think it diflienlt to resist the conclnsion
that Congress, in the passage of the proviso, had specially in their
minds this previous grant, and conflict of opinion eoncerning it
and intended to reserve the lands for future disposition, if the title
under the first grant should torn out to be defective. The decision
of this eourt had not then taken place, thoogh the litigation was
probably pending in the court below, in the district of Towa, The
words of the proviso point almost directly to this grant, and to the
dispute ariging out of it among the public anthorities—“All lands
heretofore reserved,” &e., “by any uct of Congress, or in any other
manuer by competent authority, for the purpose of aiding in any
objeets of internal improvements," &ec. These improvements of
the Des Moines River were then in progress. Now, if it had
turned ont that the true construction of the act carried the grant
above the Raceoon Fork, then the lands would have been reserved
by uct of Congress, and no forther legislation necessary. But, not
satisfied with this, as if to provide for any result in respect to the
title to them, if reserved in any other manner by competent an-
thority, for the object of internal improvements, then the enacting
clanse shonld not operate to carry them under the new grant.
Tt bas been argned that these lunds had not been reserved by
competont anthority, and henee that the reservation was nngatory.
As we linve seen, they were reserved from sulo for the special pur-
pose of sidive in the improvement of the Des Moines River—first,
by the Secretary of the Treasury, when the land department was
under bis supervision and control, and aguin by the Seeretary of
the Interior, after the establishment of this department, to whiel
the duties were assigned, and afterward continned by this depart-
ment, under instructions from the President and Oabinet. Besidos,
if this power was not competent, which we think it was ever since
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the establishment of the land department, and which has Iy
exercised down to the present time, the grant of Sth Augnst, 184
carried along with it, by necessary implication, not only the pe
but the duty, of the land office to reserve from sale the
embraced in the grant. Otherwise its object might be utte
defoated. Hence, immediately upon a grant being made
Cougress for any of these public purposes to s State, notice i
given by the Commissioner of the land office to the registers and
receivers to stop all sales, eitber public or by private entry. Sueh
notice was given the same day the grant was made, in 1846, for
benefit of these railroads. That there was a dispute existing as (o
the extent of this grant of 1546 in no way affects the question
The serious eonflict of opinion among the public authorities on ¢
subject made it the duty of the land officers to withhold the
and reserve them to the United States till it was ultimat
disposed of.
It shonld be stated, also, in connection with this proviso, that
the improvements of this river were in progress at the time of ¢
passage of the act of 1856, and had been for years, but
suspended soon after, on aceount of the refusal of the land depar

appears from the certificate of the Governor of Iowa, the sum of
$332,034.04 had already been expended by these defendants und
their contract.
Judgment of the Court below affirmed.
D. W. MIDDLETON,
Olerk Snpreme Cougt U. 8.
From the foregoing decision, it will be seen, that up to the pas
sage of the Joint Resolution of March 2d, 1561, the State, an
congequently parties holding under it, had no title to any portion
of the lands which had been certified above the Raccoon Fork
nnder the wrong construction of the act of Sth August, A. D. 1848,
It, therefore, appears unquestionable that parties residing upon th
lands previons to the 2d March, 1861, are entitled to pre-empt thel
land under the laws of the United States, and should be protectes
by legislative enactment against harrassing attempts at ejectment
while cstablishing their eluiwe. It may be said that though the
State had no title to these lands in 1858, when it made a settlement
with the Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Company, th
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subisequently nequived title would enure to the benefit of its gran-
toes.

This may be trae so far a8 intervening adverse rights do not in-
terfere before the Act was passed under which sueh subseqnent
title was nequired.  Although the State by the settiement of 1858,
transferred these lands to the Company, the transfer was only
such title ns the State held, and of which the Company wore
woll informed, by the laws of Congress and the numerous contliot-
ing decizions of the Land Department, before the contract was made
which resulted in this settlement and transfer. The State can in
uo sense be under obligation in the nature of & warranty, and of
course is not legally or morally aceonntable for failure of title,
And i view of theso faets it scems but the folfillment of a duty
demanded by the prineiples of justice and humanity, that the State
ehonld protect the citicen, in overy logal right possible, who, in
addition to his straggle with the wilderness, ia now brought in con-
fliet with representatives of a powerful corporation by whom he is
threatened with the loss of a home he has labored for years to im-
prove, with the expectation that when these legal conflicts were
finully settled, he would be able to purehase if, at the minimum
price fixed by the Pre-emption Laws.

Tt is evident that all right of the Des Mbines Navigation and
Railroad Company to lands held by Patent from the State under
the several certificates of the General Government found in Tables
numbered 1, 2,8, 4, and &, of the Appendix to the last Report of
Mr. Harvey,—dated October 80th, 1851, for 81,707.98 ncres,—
March 10th, 1852, for 143,90R.37 ucres,—December 17th, 1853, for
83,142.48 neres,—and December 80th, 1853, for 12,813.51 seres,
(this last nmount heing those previously approved ns & part of the
BON000 aere grant)—failed with the decigion of the Supreme
Qourt of the United States, Decembeor term, 1850-60. The title of
the State thes becoming void, it econld convey none to a third
party s therefore the title acquired by the Joint Resolution of
March 2d, 1861, for the benefit of its grantees wus the only title
the State ever had, and constitutes all that could enure to its
grantees.

The Tables marked A, B and ©, exhibit the land obtained undor
this confirmatory act as held presions to the decision of the
Supm;. Conrt herewith published. Undor this decision it is
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alleged the lands within five miles of the River included in fhs
lists of the several Railroads, running east and west, above the
Raccoon Fork, will also enure to the Des Moines Navigation ang
Railroad Company. A Table of these Railroad lands will g
found herein marked “D,” and by comparing them with the lisg
“A, B, 0, it will be seen these lands were carefully excluded by
the Department of the Interior in the preparation of the certifical -
under the Joint Resolution of 1861; as also are the 12,8185
acres School land, in regard to the status of which there had been
an unsettled question, finally determined by the adjustment
the agents of the State, of May 21st, 1866, in favor of the ON00
acre grant.  As all lands lying sbove the Raceoon Fork weranp
part of the original grant of 8th Aogust, 1846, no confirmutory s
like that of 1861, nor decision of the Supreme Court, can createn
title superior to t.he pre-emption right of a settler, nor that con
firmed and recognized by the United States Land Department in
respect to the 12,813.51 acres on the 20th of February, 1851, wh
they were certified as a part of the 500,000 acre grant. And th
certificates under the Joint Resolution of 1861, as shown by th
one published in full, attached to the list marked *O,” make
carefnl reservation in favor of valid interfering elaimants, Tt will
also be observed by reference to the list “C," that after the fnal
settlement made by the Land Department with the agent of 1l
State, which was ratified as a finality, from one item of 11,001,850
acres, debited against the State, 500.85 acres have been deducte
for pre-emptions not reported at the date of the adjustment.
this connection 1 also publish a letter from the Commissioner of
the Genernl Land Office, which indicates that it was the intentio
of that Department to withbold from the eertificates under the
Joint Resolution of March 2, 1861, all lands of the class referredt
in this letter, and that, even though insdvertently mrlilld,vil it
considered only a color of title, and not in fos simple. :

DEPARTMENT OF THE wu!mm
Grxprar Laxo Orreies, August Sth, R

His Kreellency, Hon. Win, M, Stone, Governor of Towa, Des Moines, Towa ;

S :—Under date of March 10th, 1852, the 8, W. § 8
T. 86 N, R. 28 W,, Fort Dodge Land District, was approved to
the State of Jowa under the Grant of August 8th, IMH‘ he
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improvement of the Des Moines River. This solection was held
illegal in virtue of the testimony, s being above the Raccoon
Forks, under the ruling of the Supreme Court at the December

. Term, 1859, in the ease of Dubugue & Pacific R. R, Co. vs. Ed-

ward (. Litchfield, 28 iloward, page 06.

Willism V. Garduer, of Webster Qonnty, Iowa, has eatablished
the faet by good und sufficient testimony, that he settled npon aaid
traet in Decewmber, 1858, and has resided thereon ever since, cal-
tivating und improving the same, except during the time of his
absence in the military service of the Government. The improve-
ments of Gardner, are worth §1,500.

Said Pre-emptor having plied with the requirements of the
Pre-emption law, my predecessor, under date of May 16th, 1866,
approved Mr. Gardoer's eash entry, No. 5,214, made at Fort Dodge
June 5th, 1865, and embracing the above deseribed tract. Subse-
quently, June 14th, 1860, said land was inadvertently approved to
the State of Iows, under the Joint Resolution of Mareh 24, 1861.

Under these cireumstances, and in order that a patent may issue
to gaid Gardner for the land in question, it is respectfully re-
quested, that the proper State and Company authorities will exe-
cute & relenze of their color of title to the 8, W, § See. 13, T. 88,
R. 28 and trausmit the sume to this office,

1 amy very respectfully, your ob't. servant,
JOS, 8. WILSON, Commissioner.

Tv muy, however, be argued that these lands were a reservation,
“reserved by proper authority,” and as such the settler conld not
acquire an equitable fitle in them by virtue of settlemont and im-
provemont. Bat npon this question the following act of Congress

‘appears to be in point, and the last proviso would seem 1o remove

every doubt in reference to it:

AN ACT 1o extend pre-enption rights to certaln landa therein mentioned.

Be it enavted by the Senato and House of Represomtatives of the
United States of Americo in ussembled: That the pre-
emption laws of the United States, as they now exist, be and they
are hereby extended over the alternate reserved sections of public
lands along the lines of all the railroads in the United States
wherever public lands bavé been or may bo granted by aeta of
Oongress ; and that it shall be the privilege of the persons residing
on any of said reserved lands to pay for the ssme in soldiers’
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bounty land warrants, estimated at a dollar and twenty-five centy
per acre, or-in gold and silver, or both together, in prefercuee f
auy other person, and at any time before the same shall be offered
for sale at anetion. Provided, That no person shall be entitled g
the benefit of this act who has not settled and improved, or shall
not ettle and improve sueh lands prior to the final allotmeat of
the alternate scetions to such railroads by the General Land Offjgas
and provided farther, that the price to be paid shall in all cases by
two dollars and fifty cents per acre, or snch other minimum price g
is now fixed by law, or may be fixed upon lands heteafter granted
and no one person shall have the right of pre-emption to mope
than one hundred and sixty acres. And provided further, 1
any settler who has settled, or mny hereafter settle on lands b
tofore reserved on nccount of claims under French, Spanish,
other grants, which have been, or shall be hereafter deelared by
the Supreme Court of the United States to be invalid, shall be s
titled to all the rights of pre-emption granted by this act and
aet of fourth of September, cighteen bundred and forty-one, e
tled “An act to appropriate the proceeds of the public lunds and
to grant pre-emption rights,” after the lands shall have been n
leased from reservation in the same manner as if no reservati
existed.

Approved March 3d, 1853.

For the purpose of effecting an adjnstment between the State of
Towa und the General Government, the Eleventh General Ass
bly passed the following act:

AN ACT providing for tho sdjustment of certain land claims with the Gens
Government.

Waereas, The excess of land certified to the State over and.
above the amount it was entitled to receive under the Aet of Con

eral Government; and

Wangreas, The lands falling to the State, under the Joint e
lutions of Congress of March 3d, 1861, entitled “Joint Resol
tions to quiet titles in the State of lowa,” and under the Act
Congress entitled * An Act confirmiog a land elaim in the St
of Towa and for other purposes,” approved July 12th; 1502, have
not yet been eertified or approved to the State; and
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Wugenis, The claims of the Btate against the United States,
arising under the Swamp Land Grant, remain to a very great ex-
tent in an unsettled and unsatisfactory condition ; and

Whereas, The interests of the State, and her grantees demand
a speedy settloment of all said matters; therefore

Skorion 1. B it enacted by the General Assenidly of the State
of Jowwa, That Josiah A. Harvey, Register of the State Land
Office be, and he is hereby appointed a Commissioner on behalf of
the State of Towa, to adjnst with the General Government all the
mwatters and claims aforesaid.

Sgo, 2. Sald Commissioner shall proceed to Washington City,
and prosent said claims to the Department of the Interior; and
nrge the same to settlement as early and ns speedily as may be
consistent with the interast of the State, and he is hereby anthor-
ined to adjust the said excess of the 500,000 nere grant, by per-
mitting the United States to retain ont of the indemuity Jand fall-
ing to the State under said Act of Congress of July 12th, 1563,
an amount equivalent to such excess, Prowided, That nothing
herein contained shall be construed to be a relinquishment of the
elaim of the State under the said 500,000 acre grant to the
12,818 51-100 ncres selocted ng & part of such grant, and subse-
quently rejocted from s supposed confliet with the Act of Con.
gress approved August 1840, known as the Des Moines River
Grant, nnd the said Commissioner in heraby instrueted to secure a
restoration of said seloctions an s part of the 500,000 acre grant,
and & confirmation of the title of the Stute thereto, as a part of
anch grant.

Bro. 8, As svon as the elaim or claims, or matters of differance,
nuder any one of said uets, shall be adjusted, said Commissioner
shall raport the same to the Oensus Board, setting forth the terms
and mode of adjustment, and said Board sholl exnmine and pass
upon gaid adjustment, so presented, and the approval of a major-
ity of said Board shall make the settlemont of sald matters, or
claims final and binding nrm the Btate of Towa. Such approval
shall be in writing sigoed by the members of &aid Board, agreeing
thereto, und attested by nhu grent seal of the State of Imn.

Sko. 4. Said Commissioner shall receive as his mmmnﬂﬁhl

two dullars per day for the time actually engaged in the discharge
of the duties by this Act imposed, with his necessary expenses in
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attending to tho same, and his aceount for such time and expenses
made ont from time to time, or at the conclusion of his services yy
such Commiseioner, and sworn to by him, shall be presented to the
Oensus Board for allowance and if approved and allowed by them,
the Anditor of State shall draw his warrant on the State Trensarer,
who shall pay the same ont of the General Revenue of the State,

Sue. 5. The amonnt of expenses incnrred and paid ont of the
Treasury, as provided in the preceding section, in carrying out the
provision of this Act, shall be approved by the Censns Bourd, gs
nearly as practicable, pro ratz, among the parties receiving, op
entitled to receive, the benefits resulting from the adjustment of
said several matters with the General Government, and the amonnt
thus apportioned shall be pmd into the State Treasury by such
parties respectively before they shall be entitled to rewin the pro.
ceeds or benefits of such settlement.

Seo. 6. All indemnity scrip received from the General Govern.
ment and all swamp lands patented to the State shall be conveyed
to the connties to which they belong, and all money and indemnity
serip received from the Government shall he placed under the con.
trol of the Board of Bupervisor of the several counties to which
they belong, leaving the counties thereof through their respective
Boards of S8npervisors to settle with their grantees.

Sko. 7. This act being deemed of immediate importance, sball
take effect from and after its publication in the Iowa State Regie
ter and the Towa Iomestead, newspapers published at Des Moines,

Approved March 30th, 1866,

By virtue of the provisions of this Act Mr., Harvey as the Com.
missioner for the State, proceeded to Washington, effected a settle-
ment with the General Government, of the Des Moines River
lands and the excess sclections of the 500,000 acre grant, and re-
ported the same to the Uenena Board, which settlement was ap-
proved by said Board.

The following is a copy of the report of said settlement :

Wasmixeron Crry, Muy 21, 1806,

Pursuant to the anthority conferred by the Act of the State of
Towa, approved March 80, 1866, “for the adjustment of certain
land elaims with the General Government,” I, Josiah A, Harvey,
Register of the State Land Office, and as Commissioner on belalf
of the State, do hereby nssent to the adjustment as herein stated,
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the sald adjnstment to be held ms binding and conclusive on the
said State as provided in said Act. ]
JOSIAH A. HARVEY,
Register of the State Land Office,
and Commissioner on behalf of the State of lowa.

Wassrsaros Cirv, D. C,, May 23, 1886,
Tb the Honorable Censies Board of the State of fowa, Des Moinos :

Parsnant to the requirements of Obapter 70 of the Acts of the
11th General Assembly, I bave the honor to veport that I have
consmwinmated an adjustment with the United States, of the excess
of lands reeceived by the State under the grant of Sept. 4, 1541,
also the Isads eonfirmed to the State by the Jeint Resolution of
Mareh 2d, 1861, and the lands falling to the State under the Act
of Congress of July 12th, 1882, and tranemit herewith for your
approval & eopy of the sgreement containing the terms of said
adjustinent.

Tv will bg observed that the State in this settlement is credited
with the whole amount of land in odd numbered sections and lying
within five miles of the Des Moines, froin the Raccoon Fork to the
Northarn boundary of the State, determined to be 558,004.06
aores.

The State is then charged with the several quantities of land

following, to wit:
1st. Indemnity land selected nnder epecial certifioate dated
April 25th, 1868.......... veeenannernen s 307,008.74 ncres,
2d. Remaining lands in place yet to be cer-
tified. . Gos dermertenanyereonss s+ 107,100,08 gores.
Bd. M iu p!zm wnﬁrmodl hy lhe Joint
Resolution of Mareh 2d, 1861, ...... cavirenses 44,888.64 acrop,

4th.  Lands selected and hevetofore cortified on
the East fork of the Des Moines River and more
than five miles from the Western, or main braneh. 11,661,80 acres,
th. The excess selected and approved to the
State us n part of the 500,000 nere Grant under
Act of Sept. 4, 1841, ......... vereteneiees BB ATS.54 aores.
Muking in all 536,686.74 neros, and letvlng due to the M to
balance the whole amount of the Grant, 1,317.92 acres.
For thie balance a apecial cortificate will be issued.
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The 11,661.80 acres on the Esst branch of the Des Moiney
River, heretofore approved to the State ss a part of the Dq £
Moines River Grant, and disposed of by the State as such, are
held by the Department wnder the decision of the Attomgf
General to be a legitimate and proper offset to so mnch of this
Grant; hence they are charged to the State in this settlement.

The #5,478.54 acres charged in excess under the 500,000 Acre
Grant (Aet 1841) includes the 22,660.05 acres over and above ﬂh’ 4
500,000 aeres which is embraced in the Book of Diagrams
approved and certified to the State on the 12th of Septembar,
1854, and which has hitherto been considered as the ewcess, u&
also the 12,813.51 acres, which were once approved as a pu-t of
the 500,000 Aere Grant and afterward rejected, and approved and
certified as & part of the Des Moines River Grant. These lands
have been known ss the River Sehool Lands. Notwithstanding
that they linve been disposed of as a part of the Des Moines River
lands by the State, said Chapter 79 requires that they shall be
inclnded and certified us a part of the Grant of 1541,

Deeming it my duty to earry out the provisions of the law,
regardless of my personal opinion as to their correctness or
propriety, I have thus included these lands, thercby increasing
snid emcoss to 85,478.54 acres, nnd allowed them to be deducted
from the amount of the Des Moines River Grant doe the State, gs
the Department had determined., §

The necessary and proper lists according to the terms of this
adjustment will be made and approved by the Secretary and de
livered to me or sont to the State,

In the preparation of these lists ull lands which appear at the
General Land Office a8 having been selected as swamp nnder aot
of September 28, 1850, and sll tracts to which pre-emption rights
had attached prior to July 12, 1862, will be excluded.

1If, however, any of the tracts thus listed and certified shall be
found to kave been duly selected under said Act of September 28,
1850, and shall be shown by legal investigation to be swamp or
overflowed, or to belong to the State by said Act, the Governmemt
will approve and certify other lands of like quantity in lien thereof,

‘This adjustment, which I think is fair and jnst and shoald bo-
satisfactory to the State, will when approved by you be a Jinad
settloment between the State of Iowa and the United States of all
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claims nnder the Des Moines River Grant, as well as of the Act of
1841, except so far ns valid and legally subsisting adverse rights
may be found to exist to any of the tracts thus approved to the
State.

The excess of the 500,000 Acre Grant (35473.54 acres) thus
deducted is by an agreement hotween the State and the Des Moines
Valley Railroad Company (the beneficiary of the Grant) to be
eredited to said Company, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five
cents per sere in the satisfaction of claims against the State on
secount of the improvement of the Des Moines River. Said Com-
pany shonld therefore be credited on the claims they are under
obligation to satisfy with the sum of $44.341.07.

My authority extends only to settlement with the General Gov-
ernment, 1 have no power to carry out this agreement between
the State and the Qompany. It is but just, however, to say that
this settlement has been made with the United States with the fall
understanding that this arrangement should be carried ont.

The Company through its agents, has for a long time been labor-
ing to this end. The opinion and decision of the Secretary of the
Tnterior, a copy of which accompanying Mr. Kilbourne's Report,
made last winter, is herewith transmitted for your examination in
connection with this ndjustment, is the result of their efforts,

The Jabors of these agents (Messrs, Kilbonrne & Magon) here-
tofore in the premises, have groatly relieved me, and enabled me
to elose up the settlement thus early. 1t is duo the Company that
this credit be given as soon as possible.

1 hope, therofore, that this entire arrangement will meet with
your approbation, and that you will, as T think you have the right,
and may safely do, fully consnmmate and corry it out by giving
said Company the beuetit of said eredit against said claims with-

out delay.
Very respectfully submitted,
J. A, HARVEY, Commissioner.
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Adjustment of the lorea Des Maines River Grant under the Aot Aot of
Jidy 13th, 1862 and Joint Resolution of March 2d, 1861,

DEBIT. ACREs,
The State of Iowa with the quantity of indemnity lands

selected under Special Certificate, dated April 25,1868 207,603.74

The lands in place to be certified. ... ..ouevevunnn,. 167,100,038
The lands in place confirmed by Joint Resolution of

March 24, 1861........... 44,838,604
The quantity selected on tha Eut I-‘ork of the Du !

Moines River and certified to the State under the

original law of Angust Sth, 1846, ... ....coiin. ... . 11,661.80

The excess selected and approved to the Bute under '
the 500,000 Acre Grant of 1841......0vuunennnn.. 85,478.54

‘ 556,680.74
Remaining indemnity due the State,...... Fitaeser 1,317,

—_——
558,004,008
—
OREDIT,

The State of Town with the whole area of the Grant
above the Racooon Fork. .........iveeeereennss 558,004,08

GexERAL Lawp Oprrce, May 91, 1566, o
J. M. EDMUNDS,
Commissioner General Land Offica,

DEPARTMENT OF THE ug'gm 3,!,

The adjustment, as herein stated, is hereby approved.
JAS. HARLAN, Secretary.
THE BTATE OF JOWA—s. "

The within adjustment, us stated, is hereby approved by Mh
the State of Towa, June 20th, 1566,
W. M. STONE, Governor,
JAMES WRIGHT, Sec'y State,
JOHN A. ELLIOTT, lndztor,
W. H. HOLMES, Tmmrer,

The item in the annexed adjustment of 35,473.54 acres being
excoss eelections under the 500,000 Acre Grant to the State of
Towa, approved to said State February 20, 1851, includes 12,518.51
acres described as follows, viz. :

=
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Parta of Sections. li’ Isl Acres.
T P R R R eeannns| BTG 80.00
B s 7isTia6| s97.02
AP e o b Saass L d vy AT T i 087126 820,00
N B R TR e T 15|87/26] 820,00
BN i vin i s R O e Y S A A 10187 |2u 60018
W T M A AR oy o P A nllﬂ':laa. 320,00
w Q [ B A B gy 1 o 1 (s i, et 2318712 i"ﬂ 290,00
W TR e e, 2 R e o7l87ian mx,nmo
e A0 G FOL W «vi3s 5 55 svhn s T a0|87/20/ 320,00
w b ha ** ................... BisTa0| 6093
dlotel, 8,3, and ¢......... 18627 241,
. i “f - w*'“ .......................... e 320,00
of se and!w ....................... 1|87,2 240.0
:e*f.. 3 *' ...... TR e 787(27]  160.00
BRI St ainn s st i yygias -« » £Pe AR n 9/8727| 820,00
(T NS R R S N R 1187/27|  820.00
B O e 50 v o 3 4 R o it i o 1 o AL s 14 37[27 40,00
TOMBRANE . . boxlbinndlin « 45U sih o0 a5 nsss v o 15/87.27|  113.00
AR I S it o e ol ohisi Vg in sk vl ing*;qg; g(t)g.;g
noi.lndnefofr. M s o ey i i 31871 !
6, and e ¢ of lo i e e 23187127 275.50
SO SRS MR 95/87/27,  604.25
WOl s et ha e s ceeenens 3TSTIT 320,00
all of.‘..........‘........,...i.......,..,sas':lm 340.00
17 o A S | e, ey
w*ofuei uimﬂeinwi
ne} R vl
aiot‘se}.nw{-oru},mdlohI,S,md8..
wfrogofmhon,nnd M0 v 1 5n & ek v iy o
ed ucﬁon,nd ni otuw}
' . " LR R b!ll.t'lol-lun‘
ﬂl B R TR SRR §

l @ B PP
A e R S S

nioflectlcn,

BB R e nanvishrinnn s

Tot‘ll-qn,.t-l-omnrnnnl'."éh't’v.’..mu Keenaneas

Subsequently to said approval, the sbove lands were deducted
from the lists as improper selections because found in conflict with
the River Grant of 1846,

The above action of the Department, rejecting the above
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12,513.51 acrea from the original lists, was disapproved by the
Seeretary of the Interior, under date of February 28, 1865, hetcs,
snd in view of the annexed adjustment, covering ‘the while

amonnt of excess selected and approved in 1851, the title to said
above deseribed lands is affirmed a# enuring to the State of Ioﬁi»l
from the 20th February, 1851. P

L

GENERAL LAND OFFIi
: Mar 28, ‘.IMG:&I'
The above is respectinlly submitted to the Hon. Seeretary of thy !
Interior for his approval. " S
J. M. EDMUNDS,
¥ Comimissioner, ‘
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, j
May 20, 1866 1}'
Approved, '
JAS. HARLAN, Secretary,

Filed in State Land Office, August 2, 1566,

J. A, HARVEY, Register.

The General Government having rotained 35,473.54 neres of tha
lands belonging to the Des Moines River Grant, nnder act of July :
12th, 1862, in settlement for the same amount which was the excess !
selected under the 500,000 acre grant, the State Census Board M
eredited the Des Moines Valley Railrond Company (the beneficiars

& e =

of the Des Moines River Grant) with tho said amount of lands 4t
81 25 per ncrey as follows:
“ Wiengas, David W, Kilbourne, appointed and eommiui]m&‘
by the Governor of the State of Towa to select the indemnity lan
and to procure the certification of all the lands belonging
the Des Moines River Grant, under the act of Congress approved
July 13th, 1862, found it necessary in order to procure the eerti
cation of the same to the State, to allow the United States Govers
ment to retain thirty-five thonsand four hundred and sevents
acres and fifty-four hundredths of an sere (35,473.54 acres) in et
ﬂw for the same number of acres, which were the excess
selectod and approved to the State under the five hundred thoussud
acre grant of 1841 over and above the said five bundred thousand
acres. . g B
Axp Warneas, The said David W, Kilbourne did report to the
Governor that the Des Moines Valley Railroad Company, lite
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the Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and Minnesota Railroad Company,
which Compuny is the beneficiary of said grant, subject to the
payuent of certain debts against said grant and subject to other
conditions would eonsent that said lands shonld be so retained by
the General Government on condition that said railroad company
should be credited by the amount of lands so retained at one dol-
lar and twenty-five cents per acre upon the elaims duo the State
against said grant as set forth in the ninth seetion of the act of the
Legislatare, approved March 28, 1804, grauting said lands to eaid
Coropany.

Axp Waengas, The said David W. Kilbourne did report to the
Goverpor that the General Government required the consent of
the State of Towa, by some duly authorized agent to the retention
of said lands in settlerent :

Axn Wueeeas, The Legislature of the State did by an act
entitled “ An Aect for the adjustment of certain land claims with
the Gonersl Government, approved March 30th, A. D. 18686,
aathorize and empower J. A, Iarvey to give such consent and
make such settloment with the approval of the Census Board and
to proenre the certification of the lands of said grant to the State:

Axp Wuerkas, said [arvey has given the assont of the State
to the retention by the General Government of the said lands in
settlement and has recommended that said eredit be given to said
Railroad Company on the eaid debts due to the State:

Axn Wagnkas, The suid Railrond Company by Hngh T. Reid,
its duly nuthorized sgent for that purpose, hus assented to the
retention of gaid lands for the purpose of said settlement; there-
fore the said settlement g0 made by said Haevey, with the credit
s recommended by him to be made to said Ruilroad Company, is
hereby approved, and in consideration of the consent given by said
i Company to the settlement of the said matter in manner

esaid and in considerstion of said Railrond Company agreeing
and consenting that said thirty-five thossand foor hundred and
seventy-three thirty-four hundredth acres of land contained in said
grant of which said Railroad Company is the beneficiary shonld
bo retained by the General Government for the purposes aforesaid
sud for the purpose of carrying out the said agreement on the
purt of said Stato with said Railrond Company, therefore it is
bereby farther ordered that said Ruitrond Company be eredited on
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said indebtedness and npon the claims which it is required to pge
and said Railrond Company is hereby credited on the eaid indebteg.
ness with the sum and amount of said thirty-five thonsand foge
bundred and seventy-three fifty-four hundredth acres of land g
the rate and sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre being
forty-four thousand three hundred and forty-one eightytwo hyp
dredth dollars, to date from the 20th day of June, A. D. 1568, i

—tme Ix tesTIMONY wiEREOF, We, the Censns Boarg
; L. 8. } the said State, have hereunto sffixed our hands and
=~ 1 the seal of said State. Vi
Daone by said Census Bonrd while in session.
W. M. STONE, Governor. .
JAMES WRIGHT, Sec'y State, | Census Boand
JOHN A. ELLIOTT, Auditor, [ g, Of the
W. H. HOLMES, Treasurer. take of Id

The following lists marked A, B, and C, exhibit all of the D
Moines River Lands 1v rrace which have been approved and
certified to the State of lowa under the Joint Resolution gf
Qongress of March 2, 1861, and contain in the aggregate 55,991.09
neres :

" A‘n

A List of Dos Moinea River Lands State,
o el B B e T el i Qo St 4

ﬁ! of sectlon, |SIT.R]  Acres.

B i “’E,
18 l

 Total,
T

—

Filed in Slate Laud Office August 2, 1568
e
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wRe

A List of Des Moines River Lands approved to State, June 14, 1880, under
* Joint Resclution of March 34, 1901, in Fort Dorige District,

“Parts of section. | &1 J1L] Acres. | Paris of Section. |8.(1./It] _Aeres.

i o 8 B25. 02811 0. s uanaeinners 1587 640.00
all :‘f ! #2480 all of. | 040,00
R X 640,00
ni.. 640,00
all of. 040,00
b <0 100,00

b 820,00
............. §20.00(all of. 35|87 640,00

48 B40.00| w fr Wf Sec.and wir, |
[, R SR 0.0 bWfofeht........ 19028, 46075
|l“ f o | Bibo 28 Bd2.18
o Bl0O] 04804
BROL . o5y isnansi o 11 [DOeS 20,00
«| B 07 42
s B HI0.08
alq 82,00
640,00
abf.. .. 640,00

n frhf. o 0 00
[y A vesnsas|17|860127 : 220,00
e W ne and sw nw.. (1657127 120,00/l of... b B40 00
u—::.s,umnm 7 L72.60/nl] (enst of river). .. 626,60
WRIEW, . 0uyyeress|IB8 80000t 1,2, 8,4...... |18 01 188,90
B - pinisagns 611.25/al af... «asfll 840,00

; 331 00al of <. 04000
320,00} of . £40.00
640 2,9 . Bl
07 oot K
ﬂ‘lﬂ:ﬂo{. :ﬁm
603,02 TIZ'.ZIIIZZZI;I: 160,
64000110t 1 (west of river).
GA0.00 1ot 3, 4, and & hf Bea 83|
040,00/ w hif ow, und w hlsw 5[ 02)28] 10
L P T O S R RN v [ i)
Filed in Stale Land Office August 2, 1800,
‘uc.l)

GENERAL LAND OFFIUE,
Ocronan 17, 1807, i

1, Joseph 8. Wilson, Commissioner of the General Land Office,
m certify that the annexed, on pages 1 to 2 inclusive, is a

q
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trne and literal exemplification of the original approved list on iy ‘

in this office.
~se  Is Tesrmwoxy Wuereor, I have herennto subseril

L., | my name and eansed the seal of this office to be affixed,

{ at tlw city of Washington, on the day and year aboye

-——~ written.

JOB. 8. WILSON, il
Commissioner of the General Land Offioe, ; ‘

wnder the Aet of Auguat 8, 1848, “ for the improcement of the nusipation
Den Moines River,” and confirmed by Joinl Resotution of Mareh 9, 1861,

FORT DODGE DISTRICT.
4| Parts of Section

d e [

l‘mﬁinnll L A 3 |

mghna_wwmmvzmmmm;wg'mgmmg
o

. Wak saiiain i a0 a4 e n i (LODBIAT
viofue} ,}n o

GO B VI vk pi st s ne o dves] TOAIST
Rl O e aidvien s i ot Bl081OF
T e A N o el 710297
7 e R B
o M S e T e 159231
al D 2 o AR " oY A mmr*r

20182137
81(92/27)
.Millaqtuaq:hlﬂ 10

Ilm:iofl’nat,........... NS Y NCHR £ ‘mj‘ l’ﬁg
|

L S P

:ull () AP v Ty TRl

R R N

TR R
1 ne fr nﬁrialmr T A R
*0’“ T T 3193 28
18 wiufu unllmil Sand B.iv......
mnim‘nm....n....,.“.... salwawuse )
oha}wduw&nlui...... cenns | (1109128
Ol s sovan W oA mheA A slmem a b o a% ks LU DR 0
ST T B e IHBEI%
RN £ W h sl v i F 0 ot ..%M

.,-*.,.............@-.......
% s -.*‘.. i A \E?

@ of n' SWA el e a
‘*ﬁ“i-uw-w IR RS ([

125 naiu

28)
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GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
June 18, 1867,

1. Joseph 8. Wilson, Commissioner of the General Land Office,
do hereby certify that the foregoing, on page one, is a true and
correet list of the lands confirmed to the State of Iowa, by
Joint Resolution of March 2, 1861, in connection with
the act of Sth August, 1846, for the improvement of
the navigation of the Des Moines River — being the alternate
odd unumbered scetions of land, formerly selected by the State,
on the east fork of the Des Moines River, and making the quan-
tity charged to the State in the final adjustment of May 21, 1866,
(exeopting five hundred and nine acres and thirty-tive one
handredthe of an acre, for interfering entries). They are now
submitted for the approval of the Secretary of the Interior; sub-
jeet, however, to any valid interfering rights which may bave
existed at the date of said Joint Reeolation of Mareh 2, 1861,

—_— I Tesriwony Wreeeor, T have hereunto snbscribed

1.8, | my name, and cansed the geal of the General Land

" { Office, to be aflixed at the ity of Washington, on the
——~ day und year first herein above written.

JOS. 8. WILSON, Commissioner.

DEPM\THENT oF THE INTERIOR, |
Wassivarox Crry, Juny 8, 1807, }

Approved subject to the conditions and rights above mentioned.
W. T. OTTO, Acting Becrctary.
Filed in the State Land Office, October €3, 1807,
0. C. CARPENTER, Register,

By the provisions of See. 4, ehap. 108, acts 10th Session, the
Governor is anthorised to convey to 8. IL. Taft, ten secfions of the
Des Moines River lands i placs, upon which he has located o
colony, at §1 25 per acre, the money to be deposited in the State
Treasury for the benefit of the Keokuk Fort Des Moines and Min-
nesota Railroad Company (now the Des Moines Valley Ruilroad
Company) when they shall become entitled to the same nnder the
provisions of said act.

The Governor, on the 34 day of April, 1867, conveyed to My,
Taft 1,674.95 acres, the proper amount of money having been
deposited with the State Treasurer,

The lands thus conveyed to Mr, Taft, and which are all that he
hns as gmappr'liml for, are described as follows:
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7ri.—THE DES MOINES RIVER ECHOOL LANDS.

As heretofore stated, 12,818.51 acres of land included in fhp
liste certified to the State under the mistaken interpretation po
upon the Act of Sth Angust, 1846, and subsequently transferre]
to the Des Moines Nuvigation and Railroad Company, had besn
previously approved to the State, viz.: on the 20th of Febr T,
A. D. 1851, a8 a part of the donation provided for by Act of C
gress September 41k, 1841, and known as the 500,000 Acre G

On the 6th of June, 1853, these lands were ordered into marke
as Bchool Lands, and 8,804.80 acres were sold by John Tolm
Sehool Fand Commissioner of Webster county—the present conn.
ties of Webster and Hamilton both being embraced in Websterat
that time,

On the Oth of Jannary, 1854, however, the Superintendent of
Public Instruction was notified by the Commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Office that these lands had been certified, on the 30tk of
December, 1853, ns part of the Des Moines River Grant. Sij
that time, these lands have oscilluted between the Des Moines
Navigation and Railroad Company, the Dubuque and Sioux City
Railroad Company, the State, the General Government and
500,000 Acre Grant; finally becoming an item in the settlement
made by Mr. Harvey with the Government, and ratified by the.
State, whereby they were recognized aud confirmed unconditionally
a8 & part of the 500,000 Acre Graut—the same purpose for
they were originally selected by the State and approved by
retary of the Interior. y

The Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Company has ¢
to any portion of these lands; they have not been certified
the Joint Resolution of 1861, as their approval to the State
8chool Lands in February, 1851, precluded them from bein
re-granted in 1861, ten years snbsequently.

The Government of the United States, in the adjustment
the State, recognized and trested them us part of the 500,000
Grant—as may be seen by reference to the terms of adjustm
the settlement made by Mr. Harvey—and has received the ad:
tage arising from the eredit in that settlement. y

But sside from the title confirmed and established by this

sdjustruent, it seems to me that there.could be no questio

REGISTER OF THE STATE LAND OFFICE. 51

stataz of these lande, after the decision of the Supreme Counrt of
the United States at the December term 1858-80,  Other lands
under that decision—had it not been for the subsequent decision
wude & part of this report—might, and undoubtedly would have
fallen to the Railroads when within the proper limits; but this
12,818.61 acres must have remained & part of the Sehool Lands.

Nothing seems clearer then, that when the title of the State,
under the Act of August Sth, 1346, was declared invalid—that
being the only adverse right to the one sequired by the State,
February 20th, 1851—that of February 20th, 1851, wonld immedi-
ately become valid—a vested right—which no subsequent legisla-
tion eonld cither wesken or destroy. And as the 3,3D4.80 ncres,
sold by Jolin Tolman, area part of these lands, it is diffienlt to see
why the injunetion which was served nn my predecessor, to prevent
these lands from being patented to the bone fide purchasers under
Toltaan, has not long since been dissolved.

By oo fair construction of the settlement of 1858, could thess
lands Le held as included in those disposed of to the Navigation
Company ; as they were vearly all sold previons to December 23d,
1858, and all lands sold previous to that date were specially ex-
copted in the settlement ; and now this last decision of the Supreme
Court, which limits the title to March 2, 1501, makes assurance
doubly sure.

If the dostrine of enuring to original Grantees is true in refer-
ence to the lands which were held by the Railrosds, and they, as it
is elaimed, ennre to the Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Com-
pany, under the Joint Resolution of 1861, since the Supreme Court
has swept away other interfering claims, then these lands must
have enured to the 500,000 Acre Grant, under the approval of the
Land Department, February 20, 1851; and that the Government
g0 regarded it is proven by the fact of the recognition and con-
firmation of this title in a subsequent settlement with the State.
And especially must this be true, when we consider that the clause
in the Railroad Graots, of May 185, 1856, relied npon to exclude
the Railroads from acquiring title to these lands, viz.: “That any
and all lands heretofore reserved to the United States by any Act
of Congress, or in any other manner by competent anthority, for
the purpose of aiding in any objects of internal improvement, are
reserved from the operation of this Act, except so far us it may be
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found necessary to locate the rontes of the said Railroads thropg
such reserved land, in which case the right of way shall be gran 4
subject to the approval of the President,"—was not in opemmmg!‘
1851, and econsequently would not invalidate the location of ths
School Lands within such limits. .

I have corresponded with Major O’Conner, Attorney Gammli
relerence to proceeding in Court and getting the injunction ﬂﬁ
solved, which has prevented these lands from being patented sings
1504, &0 that patents may be issued to the parties who should hase
received them years ago; and he has promised to do so as soon oo
the duties pressing upon his time will permit.

1f there is any appropriate legielation possible, which will haste
this consnmmation, it wonld be an act of simple justice to ] hﬁ i
purchasers. The eubjoived list designates the land sold by
Tolman.

The whole 12,813.51 acres will be found in the first list, unde
the head of Des Moines River Grant, in connection with Mr. H
vey's Report of Settlement.

AFPROVED TO Tilk STATE UNDER THE
BO0000 ACRE GRAST. FUND
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SOLD BY JOUN TOLMAN A8 SCHOOL
FUXD COMMISSIONER.

munm TO THE STATE UNDER THE
S00,008 AcHE BRANT. |
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fri. — THE SWAMP LAND GRANT.

My predecessor gives a careful summary of the laws and
decisions bearing wpon this geant, up to November, 1865, and
since then there has been no change in the rulings of the Land
Department at Washington to render the situation of claims noder
this grant more satisfuctory than at that date.

Ty the law appointing Mr. Harvey a commissioner to adjust
other unseitled land claims, in which he was very suceessful, he
was also empowered to adjust, as far as possible, the swamp land
claims of the State.  Up to date he has not made mach progress
in this department; he, however, intends to retnen to Washington
and renew his efforts in respect to the settlement of the swamp
land matters, as soon a& Congress reassembles, 8 he can then have
the moral sopport of our delegation in that body, and he feels
assnred that with this, he will be able to farther the interests of

the State very materinlly in respect to these lnnds. In the mean

time it seems to me possible for the legislature to make a partial
sottlement of this qnestion without relying upon this circumlocn-
tion office at Washington,

As a majority of the land grant railroads have forfeited all right
to railrond lands nunder the terms of their charters, they will be
befure the Legislature, the eoming winter, asking extension of
time; and it will then be practicable for the State to make terms
with the delinguent companies, whereby these lands shall I:e
relinquighed to the counties having a right to them. Or other
wise, it will be in the province of the General Assembly to reshme
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these lands, and in regranting them either to the old or “ﬁ’
companies, to reserve the swamp and overflowed lands that eom
under the sct of 1850. Espeeially shonld this relinquishment by
required where they have passed into the hands of bomafidy
purchasers from the counties. In some instances tracts have.
been gold for years, valuable improvements have been made ui;ml
them, and subsequently to the selection and sale by the coun
under the rulings of the Land Department at Washington, th.’\
have been certified to the railrond companies, and the grantee of
the county who has spent his all upon them, finds himself without
a title, in the hande of a powerful corporation, and of eourse
ruined man; as no money whieh the county ecan refund will
remunerate him for the loss of his home and sacrifice of hig
improvements,

A list of the lands patented to the State, and by the State to the
Counties will be found in connection herewith. The land '
patented by this office, to the counties as fast as patents are.
received from the Commissioner of the General Laud Office,

This list also shows the indemnity lands enuring to the State
under the act of 1855, which have been patented to the State, and
by the State to the Connties.

‘There is now in this offiee serip belonging to Appanoos
Clayton, Mills and Marion counties, of which they have been
duly notified, but as yet have taken no steps towards locatin
This serip should be located soon, as public land in this State i§
becoming scarce, and to it the locations will be confined.

The following table exhibits the number of acres cortified gs
enuring to State, number of acres patented to State and by the
State to the Conuties, number of acres of indemnity serip issned
and the number of acres of indemnity patented to the State and
by the State to the Countics—since the date of last report:
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The Floventh General Assembly passed the following act,
resuming cortain lands within the “five mile limits” of the Des,
Moines river, which had heretofore been approved and certified to
the State for the benefit of the Mississippi & Missouri River
Railroad :

AN AOT to qolen the tile to certaln lands sald by the Stato to Individusls as
. part of | Moines River Granl.

Wisnras, By act of Congress, approved August Bth, 1846,
thore was granted to the State of Tows, certain lands for the
improvement of the Des Moines river, and nnder said grant lands
lying along said river, and within five miles thereof, above the
Taceoon Forks, were certified to the State by the Department of
the Tnterior, and were sold by the proper State authorities, to
individuals, and patents issned therefor, and the proceeds of such
gales applied to the improvement of the river;

And, Whereas, The Supreme Court of the United States hns
decided that the Des Moines River Grant of lands extended only
to the * Raccoon Forks;"

Am!,s W hereas, Since said decision Congress has extended the
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Des Moines River Grants to the northern b-:-mrdm-y of the
State, and relinquished to the State all title which the Uniteg s a T
States retained in the tracts of land along the Des Moines rj PR IE . |£ IEIE g
hmtui;m:a certified b-y the Department of the Interior as Plﬂ gt ER86C. DWEBE D BN W, 0 6. eononerrors 7008 62043
the original Des Moines River Grant, and which is now held by BEWNEL DWD W, 8 WO WBEC.oieisasnsnnnn 17(79(28)  280.00
bona fide purchasers of the State of Towa; Rt FWRW W EEW. cavivr isevses vosnssresns 31233 iig'?;
An.d' “"M’rwc, A l”g% portion of the lands sold b the & 1 TR o i At S ¥ e b R ‘1-’;( | )
to individuale; and. sinco. fulling within the limits.of the gl S TRl ds3a
known as that of the Mississippi & Missouri Railroad, has bees BT s s st ok s § b Sy WTs A lisis 4000
forfeited to the State, by the failure of said road to co Iy wi AWDEOFOW, AW 0 W.oeesinsnnes e 20|78 160,00
the conditions of its grant, and rocoguizing it s the duty of (Ul &5 e b nwaEser o | D000
State at all times to proteet individuals holding its pajent fop EHTED WBE BN vovrisvninressnssiinis i 170124 50868
lands purchased in good faith, and for a valuable consideration, jy e e e T S BT, S|T024 40,00
the quiet possession of their farms and houses ; therefore e ¥ Foniands....... T e A e zﬂfg‘ ;g] e
Secrtos 1. e it nactd by the General Awenily of o Sl f]l 4 oy w48 0w h S enenre oo LI 24000
of Joioa, That the lands and all the rights to the hereinaftes T G A, LT AR SN L7024 4000
deseribed lands and the interests, rights, powers and Pri?ifaguﬁ ! ofewimdedn w dooouuiiiniiriinnnanan HIEJ 24 r:mn.m
and ﬁo‘mdmminz such lﬂﬂdi., L‘ﬂﬂg within five il f ’_H Bl s Seasasseeseiaaias e Vet s ' 1::3‘ iu 2 64000
; Tited z , ‘ o8 of thy whaw,saaw, lots T, B, 0. . uiiivuviioniaas | LT|THA4 980,95
Des Moines river on either side thereof heretoforo conferred op L T R A 19/79(24]  646.74
intended to be conferred npon the Mississippi & Missouri Railroad e N e R 1{70/24{ 120,00
CGompany, if any suech lands, rights, interests, powers, or privile sfece.nwadnednwine....... 5 wane s 2317024 600.00
Jeere ever so conferred by an act approved July L4th, 1850, ;1;’,‘:*‘::1‘---‘0110-:..a.-n-un T ;Egga igg%
tod *An Act to accopt the grant and carry into execution the R e e s e e iIT0l94]  160.96
trast conferred npon the State of Towa by. an act of Congress § R MW s ar o Sura s W sasamannunwses| 80124 86,61
entitled an net making & grant ﬂr‘]‘l“‘dltﬂthasm'noflom 8w .'I'I.“"““”””““""“““””lﬁsmﬁ‘ 160.00
sltenate sotiont, 10 aid in the construction of corain railrondef | 01 o netoirs oo L e Lo 5084 4000
uid‘Btml, mdhymmufﬂouwupmmdl{ny 15th, 1856, BN A s i e a i T RS n;w{m 50,00
entitled “An Act making a grant of lands to the State of Tows DEEMA W d. o cirnieonennnn avunanunee. 93801341 480.00
in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of certain railroads DBEBOO W W s d.niens ansd o5 ns b rdinesomen .. (258024 480,00
in said State,” and b i n ratlrosds. nenesweEwso.. ... B S e .......ET%W‘M 240,00
= ¥ an act of Congress approved June 2d, 1804, edo,and B WO .iiiieiniiiieanans. .. [30,80/24 120,00
entitled AnActtoumundmwtenﬂMmaMmukiml rrant’ nwdand whsod.cioniee cinneniin e 3880184 - 940,00
of lands to the State of lowa in alternate uet&m.mﬁdi‘ ”““"“'"'"““"““"““”“'"“g;gg;t ﬂg;g
construction : . E o A e e R G i Wiy 0,
= of certain railroads in said State,” be and the same BN W, 8400, A0 BWE 8. .enensrrinnrn.os| 1/7825  048.05
WMWIMdmﬁmlymumndhythe State of Towa, O W, Bnd @ F S Wer e i iesisnenneisie.a| S{TBIE6]  617.19
Frovided further, That the resumption hersin provided for shall edn o s wne and .amw...,.‘............ulmu 160,00
not be considered as a waiver of the right of the State to resams BO8 O s sounnaesicn i 181835 40,00

winesene wgsed.. ooiiiiiennnn .|28(70125 600,00
R It Ay sk A 9579.25] 640,00
n?nv}rwu,l WB e ne s sl [STIT0135) 60000
winoehwhseand wdooooooriiniinen...8070°25) 480,00
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the remaining lands conferred or intended to be conferred u ,
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Beoriony 2. That in lien of the lan. |
7 | 1 d hereby confi int
vidnal purchasers, the Register of the State Iinwd umzds:;m

equal number of acres from the Grant kn i1 [ b
i;&dag (reserved in Section & of Ohaupter 108 of :h.a ;11:: of the
- mm-nl Assembly) granted by Acts of Congress approved
July 12th, 1562, and accepted by the General Assembly b
Resolution, dated Sept. 11th, 1862, Lrovided, That none

Mississippi and Missonri Railroad

‘ | Company unl

gamt of the United States shall dwtdep:hfn th.;‘:n:: duge
Seetion 1 of this Act, were included fu the Grant of |

made to the State of Towa by Act of Qon
’ 3 ‘ gress Fov .
Mlﬁs»ﬁmldd, farther, that before any of t;pnp;:;m |
d shall be certified to the said Ruilroad Company
hinmd. Mmimum saffered by said Company upon th
- IM‘, b O any part thereof shall be re

»
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Mississippi and Missouri Railroad Company shall be certified to
said Company or its assignees, and before the Governor of this
State shall certify to the completion of any part of said Road, they
shall file with the Register of the State Lund office, a formal and
legal release of all lunds described in the first seetion of this act,
and an acceptance in lien thereof of the indomnity lands set apart
by eaid Register.

Seeriow 4. That should the rights and grants conferred upon
the Mississippi and Missonri Railroad Company by act of the
General  Assembly approved July 14th, 18506, be at any time
resutied by the State and granted to another eompany, then all
the provisions of this Act ghall be held to apply to the company
upon which such rights and grants ure conferred.

Approved April 2d, 1866,

tri—RAILROAD GRANTS.

The questions of a judicial and legislative character presented
in the eomplieated position of the railrond land grants, were stated
in the last Biennial Report from this office. Nothing has since
transpired to render the relation of the compunies claiming these
lands, to the State, or the general Government, more satisfactory
than at that time,

With two or three exceptions, nothing has been done for several
mouths to extend the several ruilroads intended to be advanced by
theso grants, while other roads in the State, unaided by grants,
are being pushed forward with energy and success.

Whether anything can be done by legislation to insure the
building of the railroads as contemplated by the act of Congress
making the grants, does not come within the province of this
oftice to inquire, anly 8o far ns such failure may affect the title to
land of which the State is the trostee, and should have a super-
visory ¢are. In this view it seems that though the Dubuque &
Bionx City Ruilrond Company — which reeeived the most munifi-
cent grant of any in the State— have not found it convenient,
or us shown by the correspondence between Mr. Platt Bwith and
other members of the company did not design to construct any

road west of lowa Falls; nevertheless, the company has had the
remnrkable enterprise to go as far west as the Des Moines Valloy,
gixty miles in advanco of any completed road, where its agents have
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#old large quantities of valuable lands i
;a;mpnruilm; t:; dispose of land more m:g"tw:;;h-:ialﬂ;; :L :
of completed road, was geners | ioned P
mindg, to gl’ ve these mnuitiann myhli?;::;;!’::: ::i{ t:]ba e
Slmt Fransterred throngh the agency of mortgages ;nd i
© courts, to what was called the *“Homestead Op, My
%ﬂndmnmd to be an aliag for Dubuque & 8::‘0,:2“;{'“
Fine nz:‘f'i':“ﬂ. !nnd l'lv.uf: sold ot in small traets by this wu?:; e
o tea the decision of the Supreme Courr of the U el
, Docem hqr term, 1868, in the Waloott case, it tn kx
:x: :II::::g}h other irregulurities wonld not lm';a vit;:,t
Mni;@ n‘v;;a;x:d numbered sections within five miles of the "hA'
i |‘wi °INE & reservation when the mct of May 15 m_ 1.
e y Were not included in that 8rant, in fact were gpa
¥ excepted from jt, B
ﬂl:t ;;HL@:PJ::; m‘:::nl:up lng;u‘lnture seriously to inquirg hyy
OCompany may be protected lm;:lﬂ::"ﬂ' i Tap
Dubt:"q;a '& Bionx City Railroad Uumparlr; ﬁnmwu;:t “'1‘ ‘
- v .gn drﬁ:. to cnmber all the odd sections between the ‘-2"
T ssouri rivers for the next two years, it will be i
1@ express condition that the company mak '
illegally obtained from these pnrchuen.y G sk

And then, a5 the Des Moines Valley Railroad Comyp

shall reccive a title on payment of a fair price; at Iaulnm

n Ptors pay along the lina of other roads, Thesn s

l:;thm out in reference to these m‘ ds, abo

applied to others, when delinqueney u’m':"?"
ve inf

pany, legislati terference, :
N S ‘ e It certain
zw:m gecurity for the future ang n“llm:{nd 1
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By an Act of Congress approved March 3d, 1805, entitled : An
Act extending the time for the completion of ecertain railroads in
the Btate of Minnesota and Towa, and for other purposes, the
10th Section reads 8s fullows: * And be it further enacted, That
the tinis mentioned in an act entitled an act mwaking a grant of
lands to the State of Tows, in alternate sections, to aid in the con-
struetion of certain railronds in eaid State, for the completion of
the railroads nemed in smd act, be and the same is hereby
extended two years " (U, 8, Statutes, page 526, chapter 105, laws
38th Congress). The time being thns estended to the State two
years, which will end May 15th, 1868, these delinquent compa-
nies will doubtless ask the Legislature to besiege Cougress by a
joint resolution for additional time, while they will lock to the
Btate, for a like extension; and it will then be within the power
of the State to settle ull of the disputed points in relation to the
tenure by which the companies profess to hold these grants. By
nearly all the companies, if not all, the trusteeship of the State
seems to be entirely ignored, they deeming a formal transfer of
these lands, by patent, from the State, upon the completion, in
accordance with the terms of the grant, of any portion of eaid
ronde, unneceasary. In any new terms made for extension of
time, or resumption and transfer to new Companies, it should be
plainly “nominated in the bond,” that under no cirenmstances
shall the trusteeship which Oongress designed the State ghould
exercise over these grants, be surrendered, until a final transfer, by
patent, under the great seal of the State. This shonld be done
not more for insuring the fulfillment of the law in respect to the
construction of the Railroads, than to protect innocent purchasers
or pre-emptors who bave prior rights upon tracts of these lands,
and to insure the settloment of Swamp land conflictions, especially
when third parties, holding titles under the Counties, will other-
wise suffar.

Letters of similar import to that which follows, are frequently
referred to this office :
AR )

Iy Ereellency, Hon, Win. M. Stone, Governor of Jowa ; Des Moines, Towa )

Brei—Under date of July 18, 1856, Robert Cole filed a decla-
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ratory statement upon thew 4 s w} Sec. 3, T. 83 n R, 21
Moines, Towa, Land District, alleging settlement therwon (; '
previonsly, and on June 13, 1857, Mr. Cole “proved
loecated Warrant No. 12,057, 80 acres, et of 1553, upon said g
showing by good and suflicient testimony that he had settled g
the land deseribed in good faith. I

This land is within six miles of the “Central Air
road,” and was approved to the State of Iowa, for the use of |
mailrond, October 24, 1850, the right of the road having attache

wi:nd :;,]T 83 n R. 21 west, March 17, 1857,

. e having proved a settlement n e

months before the right of said railroad ntf:c';:e:;i e
respectfully requested that the proper State and Company guy
ities will execate a release of their color of title to said tract,
forward the same to this office, in order that 4 patent may isene

Mr. Cole, upon his suid location with Warrant No, 19 057, ’

I have the honor to be very reapectfull o

\ g

Your obedient servant,
JOS, 8, WILSON, Commission %

lnoneor!mhlhnmlmndoounelumtodued :
held by the Railroad Companies, and forwarded blunk eo;ira:‘b the
Becretarics of the Companies interested, asking that they »
them exeented by the proper officers of their Companies, u
their Corporate Seal, &e., in order that I might enclose them wit
the release of the State to the Commissioner of the General Land

quishment of the do :

lugnnoumbrhldhﬁudg‘ﬁ;
and as prior existing rights were
of land certified to the State, for
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empowered to release, in order that deeds may be received, by the
State, for the proper tracts of land. Several instances of this
vature have happened in reference to the donations for the Agri-
cultnral College, made by parties in the counties of Story and
Boone.

Herewith will be found lists of the lands enuvring to the State
of Town under the Act of Congress of July 12, 1862, The lists
of those én place, are given in full, with description of the sub-
divisions; while the aggregate of the indemnity lands certified to
the State under the same act, will also be found immediately
following the lists.

In addition to these, several thousand scres (probably not less
than 18,000 unincumbered) of the most valuable land in the Des
Muines Valley—lying within fifteen miles of the Dubuque and
Sioux City Railroad line, and elaimed by that company, previous
to the deeision of the Supreme Court of the United States, cown-
mouly called the Waleott case, and herewith pablished, but by
that decision enuring to the State under the act of July 12th,
1562 —are to be disposed of in accordance with Chapter 108, of
the laws of the Tenth General A bly, and Chapter 22, of the
laws of the Eleventh General Assembly, entitled * An aet supple.
mental to Chapter 108, of the laws of the Tenth General Assem-
bly,” which reads as follows:

Suorion 1. Be it enacted by the General Assombly of the State
of Iowa, That all moneys received by the Register of the State
Land Office, as provided by section 13 of chapter 108, of the
Laws of the Tenth General Assembly, shall be paid over to the
State Treasurer, who shall pay out the same as follows: 1st, The
expenses of such classification, appraisement, advertisement and
sale; 2d, sums due the State for moneys advanced or due other
parties as in seetion 0 of the Act to which this Act is
suppl  8d, he shall pay the warrants provided for in sec-
tion 2 of this act, pro rata, as ench moneys shall be received.

Sgo. 2. That there is hereby out of the money
thus to be paid into the State Treasury the sum of one hundred
and seventy thousand dollars, or 8o much thereof as may be neces-
sary for the payment of the claims of the following persons, or
their ussignees:

Jun? J. Kinnersly, Jonas Houghton, Adam Iline, Wi, Baker,
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R. Jackson for heirs of A. Miller, Wm. Armstrong, Edwin Mg
ning, Johu Parker, H. D. Stewart, Van Buren connty; Mesk &
Bros., Joseph Benning, George Grey, D. Kennedy, 8. Dywight
Eaton, Peter Tobie, Thomas H. Harlan, Guy Wells, J. P. G
Robert P. Gray, Felix Deck, John Stefford, J. Benning, Admi
trator, Wm, McOowan, Issne P. Gray, Gray & Co., Wells, O
ester & Co., Green, Bragg & Co., E. T. Colton, Meek & Sops
0. H. P. Scott, H. K. Love & Co.; and the Auditor of Statejy
hereby required to deaw warrants therefor upon the written apyli
eation of James J. Kinnersly and the other parties mentioned jy
this section, or their assignees. which warrants shall be paysble g
of the moneys mentioned in Bection 1 of this Act, and shall
interest at the rate of seven per cent. per annum, provided snh
warrants shall not be construed as rendering the State liable to i
the said warrants except out of the aforesaid Fund. ]

8gro. 8. The written application for said warrants shall specify
the amount of warrants that shall be issned in the name of eachef
said parties, or their assignees, the correctness of which shall be
ovidenced by the certificate of the Register of the ﬁhh‘
Dﬁen.

shall be receivable in wrnent for lands told under the provi
of the Act to which this Act is supplemental,
See, b, The Des Moines Valley Railroad Company may at any
time pay any of the warrants mentioned in this Act upon the I
condition that they are anthorized by the Act to which this is
plemental, to pay off the claims thercin mentioned ; and if the
said company shall be unadvised of the whereabouts of such
warrants they may puy the fonds for the redemption thereof in
the State Treasury, from which time interest shall cease to acorus
on such warrauts : Provided, however, that no part of the laods
mtkmod in this Aect, or in the Act to which this is supplemental

shall be conveyed to said Railroad company until all mﬂk wa
rants shall have been paid,
Seo. 6. When the funds for the redemption of said warrauts
shall be received by the State Treasurer, he shall give
thereof in the munner now required to be given for the redemp:
tion of mmmg nmm.
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to which this act is supplemental, shall have been offered for sale,
under the provisions of eaid act, for the space of three months and
remain unsold, it shull be competent for the Register of Lhe State
Land Office with the advice and approval of the Census Board, to
sell such lands at a less price per acre, if by said Board deemed
advisable, provided the said lands should not be sold at a price less
than §1.95 per acre, and provided said Register shall first give
thirty days’ notice by poblieation in the State Register, and the
Tows North-West, of the time of said sale, at sneh reduced price,

Bge. 8. All persons who may at the date of the passage of this
Act be in actual cconpation and possession of any portion of said
lands, shall have prior right to purchase the same at $2.50 per acre,
not exceeding 100 acres to any one settler.

Sgo. 0. This Act being deemed of immediate importance by
the General Assembly, shall take effeet, and be in foree from and
after its publication in the Iowa State Hegister and lowa Home-
stead, newspapers published at Des Moines, Towa.

Approved March 12th, 1868,

Mauy 12, 1564, an Act of Congress was approved for the benefit
of the MeGregor Western Railroad entitled, “An Act for & grant
of lands to the State of lowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the
construction of a Railroad in said State;” (which Act may be
found on page 72, chapter 84, Stututes at Large of the 38th Con-
gress, or in Mr, Harvey's last Report.)

In response to this the Eleventh General Assembly passed tho
two following laws :

AN ACT 10 wmm of the Grant wnd earry into execution the Trost eonferred

the State of Tows, by an Act of Con runmhlld"&nut[hn tof
Jands 10 he hmmdlw”ihdm.uu&m.. % aid n the S0mstrackon of A

Srorion 1. Be it enated by the General Assembly of the Stats
of Jowa, That the lands, rights, powers and privileges conferred
upon the State of Towa by the Act of Congress entitled “An Act
for  grant of land to the State of Towa in alternate scctions, to
gid in the construction of a railroad in the State of Iowa,”
approved May 12, 1864, be, and the same are hereby accepted
upen the terms, couditions, and restrictions contained in eaid Act
of Conpgross, ;

Swo, & That so much of the lands, interests, rights, powers,
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and privileges, as are or may be granted and conferred in pursnane
of the Act of Oongress aforesaid, for the purpose of aiding in thy
congtruction of a railroad from Sionx City, in the said 8 of
Towa, to the south line of the State of Minnesota, at such poingy
the suid State of Towa may select between the Big Sioux and fhe
wesl fork of the Des Moines River be, and are hereby dmpm -
granted and conferred upon the Sioux City and 8t. Paul Raileosd
Company, 8 body corporate existing under and by virtue of yls
laws of the Btate of [owa.
Srko. 8. That said company shall loeate and definitely ﬂt the
line and ronte of said road as soon as practicable after the passuu
of this Act, and shall file a map showing such line or route in the
office of the Governor of the State of Towa, and also in the ofis
of the Seeretary of State of the State of Iowa; and it shall be the
duty of the said Governorafter affixing his official signature the
to file, or canse to be filed snch map in the office of the Seere
of the Interior, Bat the loeation of such line or route, how
shall be considered final only go far as to fix the limit and boun
within which lands may be selected under, and by virtne of sl
Act of Congress.
Sro. 4. The said road shall be constructed upon the usual gagus
(gange) of other first class roads in this State, and the iron us
the track shall be of approved quality and pattern ; and the
road shall be construeted and finished in a style and of & qu
equal to the average of other first class western roads ; and v
the eaid rond shall be intersected by uny other railroad hereafi
constrneted, it shall be the duty of the company receiving th
benefit of this Act to furnish all proper and reasonable f
aud to join such other company in muking all necessary c o
tarnouts, sidelings, and switches, and other conveniences for the
transportation of all freight and passengers over their road,
the rates for transportation shall not in any case exceed the
tarifl of charges on said rond. i
8ko, 8. The said company shall assent to and. mmtu ranb
by this aet conferred, by a written instrument under the sesl of
such corporation, and signed by its President and Secretary, and
shull file the same in the office of the Secretary of State of th
Btate of Towa within six months after the passage of this Ac
Bro. 6. Thesaid company is hereby anthorized and empowered
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to seleet and designate the point upon the sonth line of the State of
Minnesota, to which the said road shall be built, between the “Big
Sioux” and the “west fork™ of the Des Moines Rivers, as desig-
nuted in said Act of Congress.

See. 7. 'The Company wmceepting the provigions of this Aect
shail at all times besubject to auch rules, regulations and restriction
of rates for the transportution of passengers and freight as may be
enucted and imposed by the General Assembly of the State of
Towa, not ineonsistent with the provisions of this Act and the act
of Oongress making the grant aforesaid.

Beo, 8. The said Company sccepting the grant of land under
the provisions of this Aect, shall take the same with the conditions
imposed und the terms provided by this Act, and in no event shall
eaid Company have any elaim or reconrse upon the State of Towa
by reuson of the conditions imposed by this Act.

Swue. 0. All persons who, at the time said graot was made, held
valid claime by actual oscupation and improvement npon any of
the lands embraced in said grant, shall be protected in the same
und entitled to porebase and enter the same upon the terms and
conditions provided in Sections 1308 and 1309, Ohapter 55, of the
Revision of 1560,

Spo. 10. This Act being deemed of immediate importance,
shall take effect and bo in fores from and after ita publication in
the Daily State Register, & newspaper published in Des Moines,
and the Sionx City Jonrnal, a newspaper published in Sionx Oity,
said publication to be without expense to the State,

Approved April 8d, 1866,

mm’l‘wuﬁnm L of Yand 1o the Btate of T made
ﬂ:o{ﬂ lﬂlm n:um" tmn.l:I ;m.m«..'ﬂ?'uum mmed. "&:

nw Stute of lmn. 1n aliernute
in suid Suate,"

Suerron 1. mﬁmumomm of the State
of Towa, Thit the lands, rights, powers, duties, and trusts conferrved
upon the State of Iowa by un Act of Congress, approved July 12th,
1864, entitled “An Aet for a grant of land to the State of Iowa, in
alternate sections, o aid in the constraetion of a Railroad in said
State, are hereby accepted by said State, upon the terms, condi-
tions, snd restrietions contained in said Aect of Congress,

« 8ko, 2. Whenever avy lunds ghall be patented to the State of
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Towa, in accordance with the provisions of said Act of Conpros
said lands shall be held by the State in trust for the benefit ."—\
Railroad Oompany entitled to the same by virtne of said
Congress, and to be deeded to said Railroad Company as shall b :
ordered by the Legislature of the State of Towa, at its next repoles
sessfon, or at any session thereafter. ; |
Sro. 3. This Act being deemed by the General Assembly of
Immediate importance, shall take effect and be in foree from
after its publication in the Towa State Register, and Towa Home
stead, newspapers published at Des Moines, Towa. 3
Approved April 20th, 1566,

What the position of this grant now is, I am not inforumed. g
lists of the laud enuring to the State, under the grant, having .
yot beon certified from the Department of the Interior. 1 believe,
however, the plats of the roads, as required, have been fled with
the Secretary of State, and other preliminary steps were being
taken to insure the certification of the land.

It however transpired in the course of these proceedings, that
complaints were made to Mr. Harlan, who was then Secretary of
the Interior, that the Company had not fulfilled the conditio s of
the grant, neither in the initiatery point from which the line
startod westward from the Mississippi river, nor in the oilh
located ; a portion of the line runping through Southern Mis
nesota.

Mr. Harlan therefore sent a special agent to examine il
and report upon these disputed matters, This agent
adversely to the right of the Company and against the
tion of the land to the State. Consequently the clai
the Company still remain in abeyance. I, however, have
little h;it;rmnﬁon in respect to the questions involved, and
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Parts of Section. lg a
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Filed in State Land Office August 2d, 1866.

In addition to the lands included in the foregoing lists, thee
bave been approved and certified to the Stataof Iows, three
of Des Moines River Indemnity Lands, embracing 208,
acres, and are as follows:

In Sioux City Land District, 200,704.28 acres.

In Fort Dodge Land Distriet, 08,215.17,

Two of these lists embracing 207,503.74 acres were A,
the State June 14, 1806, and filed in this office August 2, 1868
other list, embracing 1,315.71 acres, was approved to the
March 13, 1867, and filed in this office April 3, 1867.

10m—THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE GRANT.
o Thore endawae domted by st of Cungres approved July %4,
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by the Secretary of the
g oﬂhnjeirlsﬁ‘mdvmnpprwd ¥ ’ ]
‘I,:::rior on the 13th of December, 1864, and are located ns fol

1 to wit:
- 1IN THE FORT DES MOINES DISTRIOT.
QUTSIOG OF RALL|
COUNTIES. 'm;o?::umm‘ m&:ﬁ:\. TOTAL :ou:.w
Tt | woanners | RIS J il
w?ﬂh ...................... 3‘429:512 ﬂ,&gﬂ.’l’ﬁ
gr:';&b.'.'f'.' - "'i,'x‘fs’.éi.. it s, 1,175.65
08
Tm;jygg._m*el.l:_...........I........,.... 6,804
- IX THE BIOUX OITY DISTRICT.
AMOUNT 1% RATL [OUTSIDR 0F u.u.l <oTAL Aal
COUNTIE. t ROAD LIMITS __!nn_n_l.}!:r_:} B R
TR -
i Vi 1,765.38 1,072.2 837,
R ke 9400910 . cnenens | s
.............. * 871949 8,710,
S i MR 510067  5,160.87
B sy anid 860415 00415
}':dmm 591282 s,m.o;
et (RSS! 112000
O Brion. vavssnns neenilisovanvadones Lae
Palo, Alb0, . v os an snas] s 050 '1'%%'66‘ AT
Plymonth..oeveeeees 4 .OG lmﬁ
m’m"“.'.'.'.'.'l'.'.fil g a0 10,108.46
O T 7| 14,556.98  59,075.87

umrmmmnmmn.

——— e BT oo
T cousms. AT | nan s _%
ma-‘% e ! S e EAEY - o
Wyu'; soasonss sl n"o.n”'h.‘p'h ' .;‘ o ._&“!.m
. 'm“‘iy,ml-o sene W ennensrns 'mﬂﬁﬂ,‘la
Huboldf /12750 e iRan)  sk10820
Bal, Alte: susbasuiaii summesn SR SRR St 30,20
Poeahontas .. « sevs s TN e | g: :
‘Webster. ..eos0 T cakan waEsese ‘%
WHAEBY. o ovneceresse FTLE T IO 04
Dotaleevvaees oeeel 1690857 121834400 18843607

Aggregate number of acres, 204,8
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Tn addition to the lands granted by Congress, there are, aceords
ing to the records of this office, appropriated for the benefit of ;
Agricultural College, and under the control of the Timst
thereof, the following lands to-wit:

Five Section Grant (in Jasper Connty).......... 3,200.00 sorog

Lands donated in Story Connty......coouuennnas 72100

Lands donated in Boone Counmty e, veessss vesns 200,00

neres) of the five section grant in Jasper county and 135.00 neres
of the lands donated in Story eounty. 2
The following Act was passed by the 11th General Assembly in

relation to the eale and lease of the lands granted to the Stats by
Act of Congross:

Brortoy 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Staly
of lowa, That the Trustees of the Iowa State Agrieultural Collaga
and Farm, are hereby aunthorized to sell or lease all of the lands
granted to the State of Towa, by the Act of Congress entitled, “An
Act donating public lands to the several States and Terri
whieh may provide Colleges for the benefit of Agriculture
Mechanic Arts,” approved July 24, 1862, which grant W
accopted by the General Assembly of the State of Towa, Beptem
ber 11th, 1862, npon the following conditious, regulations and
restrictions, to-wit: Nono of said lands shall be sold for a les
sum than fifty per cent. above the price that each piece of said
lands respectively was appraised at, by the Trustees of the Agri-
cultural College and Farm, in the year 1865, but may be sold by
the purchaser paying one-fourth at the time of sale, and the balance

at any time within ten years from the day of sale, the purchuser to
pay eight per cent. interest per annnm, annually in advance ontl
deferred puyment. Aund a failare to pay the interest or the prine
pal within sixty days after it becomes doe, the porchoser shall
forfeit all elaim to said land, as well as that portion of pdwiyﬂq" i
interest he had paid to the Agricultural College. -
Sgc. 9. That any of said lands may be leased in smonnts not
to excoed 160 acres, to any one man, for any term not exceoding
ten years, the lessee to pay eight per. cent. per annum in advines
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upon the price of said land, which iu"hemhy dw{ t;l l;n 13::1’;
per cent. additioual to the price at which each pio:; o g
respectively, were appraised by the Trustees of : o .
Agricoltural College and Farm, in the year 186 ,;n“m‘m
\essee shall have the privilege ofl pubr:hu;mﬂl;‘ sisdeg
the expiration of the lease, ut the o vemi N ly tegh
Tho lessen failing to pny the interest on g g
the same beeomes due, shall forfel 5,
mthti‘: ﬁi‘:l? tll: amount of the interest he has paid, and the
improvements thereon. ‘
Sgo. 8. The money arising from the sale of said Iulz’do.thtznéltz:
aid into the Btate Treasury, which shall be iuwmué 5‘ 2
p’l‘rwumr in bonds of the Stute of Towa, or Un nu Bhtu“m
Roghlnm,l bonds, as divected by the Act hc:f Or:grﬂl,t nml :.‘u -
i interest o
lands, And the moneys arising fgorq the in gy
i ahall be paid over to the Trustoes o
:‘ilm;h:;i:‘ﬂ College and Farm, to be loaned by suid dl::-urd u::
Tfuawea, o good and sufliciont security, antil needed to defray
es of the College.
“l;::? 4, The Trustees of the Towa State Agricultural Oolqu:
and an are hereby endowed with all necessary mthm 4
appoint ng:am, or do any other Aets to earry ot lhebprow \ #d
this At as well us the provisions of ﬂh»u{ one ‘maudm "
gaventeen, of the laws of the Tenth General Assembly ; and
purts ar provisions of Qhapter one hundred and :llhmthh “Mm
Acts of the Tenth General Assembly, conflicting
hereby repealed. .
go. 5. ‘Thia Aet being deemed by the Gnnr:l mm of
fmmediate importaoee, it ghall be in foree from an  ite
o in the Town Stato Rgiter, published ut Dos Moines
and thie Town North-West, published at Ft. Dodge, Fﬂ'ﬂw
Approved March 20, 1808,
1 understand that the Hon. G W. Muﬁum:f ur{::lwll
to sell and lease these lands, hns loased & quau! :ym ‘I -
Lave, however, no official knowledge of the amonn! ensed.

The following law bearing upon this Land Grant is given in
full :
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AN ACT to amend the fifih section of sn et eatitled “An Act donating

lands to the s=vers! Stutes snd Territories which may provide Cal o

the benefit of Agriculture and Mechanic Arta” approved July 8, 1862, lﬂﬁ%
extend the time within which the provisions of act shall be secepled, and
such Colleges established.

Ba it enacted by the Senats and House of Representatives of thy

United States of America in Congress assembled, That the timg

in which the several States may comply with the provisions of the
act of July 2, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, entitled “An Aet
donating public lands to the several States and Territories which
may provide Colleges for the benefit of Agricnlture and Mechanie
arte,” is hereby extended so that the acceptance of the benefits of
the eaid act may be expressed within three years from the passage
of this act, and the colleges requnired by the said act may ba
provided within five years from the date of the filing of such
acceptance with the Commissioner of the General Land Oﬁlu}
Lrovided, when any territory shall become a State and be admit-
ted into the Union, such new State ghall be entitled to the benefils.
of said act of July 3, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, by express.

ing the ncceptance therein reqmred within three years from (he

date of its admission into the Union, and providing the college or
colleges within five years after such acceptance, as prescribed in
this nct ; Provided further, that any State which has heretofore

expressed its ncceptance of the act herein referred to, shall have

the period of five years within which to provide at least one

college, as deseribed in the fourth section of eaid aet, after the

time for providing said college, aceording to the act of July 2,

eighteen hundred and sixty-two, shall have expired.
Approved July 23, 1866.

1lrn—REAL ESTATE BOUGHT IN ON FORECLOSURE OF MORT-
GAGES GIVEN TO JAMES D. EADS, IN SECURITY FOR FIVE PER
CENT FUND,
The following real estate was mortgaged to secure the payment
of school fund loand by Jas. D. Euds, as Superintendent Publie
Instruction.  The mortgages have been foreclosed, the property
sold wpon execution and bid off by the State and sherifi’s deeds
for same are npon record in this office.

gy
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Addivon.

Lots.

= El
|

ional
t of bloek 18 lying west u'f a
Mnﬁ:trhomd gouth line runnin
through the ai:““ ﬁfm‘:&lﬂw\ﬁoﬂ
e vk e X ad. to Keokuk. .
18, @ §asren, moroor o)1 T L

whi (5 acres).... .. - LN
'h‘ (5 m}. .......... 55....'.“..!‘.‘”‘&._
whi (5 “‘“’f’ ............ \7 ..... e M3
e ht (5“!&5... ........ 7-.--.-:-25 ...... - g e R
o e @ b sres oo 0% 108 lolgarly 1 Sgso's lowes
7, 8,9,10,11, 13.... add. to Keokn
partly in Reid's add.
to Keokuk...cooaeses

. Commencing at the
five ncres described s follows:
mm corner of the south-west quarter of section ::!d township
85, range 5 west, thence west on the south line of quarter |
m’sﬁon to the south-west corner of suid quarter section, thence

id quar-
e, thence east parallel to the south line of sa
l‘:k:.t;‘:‘:o;o chains and 50 links to a post, thence ud;&“::
chains and 92 links to a post, thenco east parallel nuumm“
ohddqnuurueﬁonﬂehdund wlinhhnlp:u.i“ho
sonth 50 links to the place of beginning, situste and lying

connty of Lee and State of Towa. s
Acres.
R A i e
WHE of BW GF. coenssenunseneniter st rlogy Syhels. -
w BF of DG qFencvsnvenrisnessonnee
12
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Although the following report was recei ’

‘ : . ived after onrs had :

';::he hands of the Printer, we insert it in its natural eon‘::
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFI 3

Des Mo Ul 8

m;“:al - Py 158, Nov. 15th, 1867, tc

:—In aceordance with requirements of ch o

e d ! apter 94, of the

i mmmw; ve to Cavenor’s land in Warren oonnt}, Ib_i; ]

That on the 224 of October, 1867, sai "

at 2 said lands (for particolar

description see deed of Sheriff) were 'oold at Shetisr’n l?l:.h “le ‘

south half of north-west quarter of section 15, township 77,

range 25, was bid in by Robert Dickey for $800.00—the e

b%}:ﬁ: were bid in by me for the State. %—‘

915 o'

e ds, 015 acres brought at the sale.........87,547.00 A

o T NI T

Amount of sale.......eeveeirnnsnn LS A ::'%.w:
R
"d:';":"mmmd’ by the General Assembly |
P I‘nf:ll. ol&ohndmdtm.g@‘ 1

» veeds of the sale the oo Sl
e R s ortginuaou.u.ﬁoo,,‘..
v fand. &
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The lands will sell readily for the price at which they were bid
off by the State; one tract, viz: the sonth-west quarter of seetion
4, township 77, range a5, has been already sold for $2,320.00,
being $14.50 per acre.

For further particulars T respectfully refer you to record of pro-
ceedings of the Commissioners named in said act, and also of the
Oensns Board, in reference to disposition of said land, in the

" office of Secretary of State.

Very respectfully your obedient servant,
HENRY O'CONNOR,
Attorney Genersl.

10t —OLATMS AGAINST THE STATE UNDER CHAPTER 16, AP-
PROVED MARCH 8, 1860, LAWS OF EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

It will bo observed that warrants have been issued on all except
three of these clsims, Several of the claimants did not apply for
their warrants ontil within a fow months, owing to the fact that
after the claims were allowed and filed, they drow ten per cent.
interest, while the warrants issued by the Aunditor drew seven por

cent.

Althongh the elaims for which warrants remain unissued only
amount to little more than eleven thonsand dollars, yet the diffor-
ence in interest amounts to goveral hundred dollars per annum,
and it seoms to me it should be reduced on claims to the same per

cent. as paid on warrante. ;
When mﬂ
fled to whom war-| Amount

insned.
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e 3
2 | When -
Claimant. | 5 £5 | Woen fled Ifed to AudiiTo whom nr.l
: g3 tor. lmuwmiqu“
H. D. Stewart. ... wu.mhm 22, "1 Murch 80, 'w'u. . Stewart
Van Buren Co...] 114.000inoe s
Yoo Buren Go...| 11400 Iar LI e s ;
Joseps Besaieg. .mg]:-;t::::-::“"“ e
Oct.
George Gray....| 70000 Jone 23,61 lmhn,'oz.loh’nwml;idmc
D. Kennedy ... | 70000 Tune 22,701 A ] el
8 Dwight Baion.| 30000 2. V.. [July 20,06 8. Dwight Eaton
R I!uiél;. moa..“......“...mno 11, "64] Peter Tobie e
B T e “..|March 22, '06/John W, Bidman
Guy Wells. ...... 1000 \
Juimes A, Brown, 19150 21 ff'-?.’..?.’"m """""""
L P.Gray.......| 140000 .« .00 « ]| Marek. 83, "0
Robert P. Gray...| 70000 June 22,'61|March 22, '68, Robt. P. Gray...
Felix Deck W I :
elix T
Joha Stalord....| B850, .?‘r...!?.":"llmh
J. Benniog, Ad.
Tenne (dee
Win. McCownn, .
Isanc P, Gruy. ...
Adam Hine, .....
Gray & Co......
Green, Bragg & Co
E Colton........
Meek & Sons, ..
%B.P. Seolt, .,
- Tobie, .. ..
m‘ Y
BEbuie
m:.w;.
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18rr—MISCELLANEOUS.

lndocingthisl{epoﬂ,l will be pardoned for making & few
jons in reference to matters connected with the business of
this office. Itis of great importance to the people of a State that
land titles shonld be unqualifiedly good, ss upon such titles the
order, content aud prosperity of the community are largely
dependent, It therefore becomes the duty of the Legislature to
provide, s far as possible, that citizens deriving title direetly from
the State shall receive a patent without a cloud or blemish.

By an net of Congress approved June 15th, 1544, it was enacted
that when the sixteenth Section was wholly or in part, included
in private land claims, held to be legal, the State could select
otlier Jands * which have been offered at publie sale and remain
ansold,” to an equivalent amount; and by an act approved Feb-
ruary 26th, 1850, other lands were appropriated to compengate for
deficiences of school lands in fractional townships, when section
Sixteen ie fractional, or in case of deficiency from any nataral
canse.

There is no record of Jands selected under these laws, in this
office, and when certificates are sent here on which patents are to

isened npon the bare certificates, unsupported by any evidence of
record mammmmamumm~ '
deforred until we can write to Washington and receive an answer
as to whether the land has been sclected and approved to the
State in ien of the sixteenth section.
The daty of getting plats of these lands and procuring the
to of the Commissioner of the General Land Office as to
i ' «wumaa.ammmafw.wmm
m be obtained at small cost, while he is in Washington,
plats in the futare would donbtleds save great trouble
and expense, and might prevent the ruin of private individuals,
;uhommlﬁWﬂMﬁ which the State had no
o. ,
This office should also be supplied with plats of all fractional
snbdivisions of the sixteenth section. In fact there should have
been plats of the entire sixteenth section grant, before any patents
were issued, 80 they could have been marked up as the sales
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progressed, and thus have precluded the dan
llpp!ing sales; but as they were not obuined,g:::gf tgzuble’ 0_1' -
partially disposed of, it would perhaps not pay to %mm'
would, however, bave saved many couflicts in titlez::f -
been farvished years ago; and the fractional sections shoul -
be platted, and kept here in order to avoid errors in nul:‘i, .
patents, and to detect mistakes in selling, so frequent! "y
the local authorities in the different counties, whe e
are found. e
' Plate should also be obtained on the Des Moi i
in plrm en.nring to the State, under the :f::‘::‘ J::";;,I;*v
especially will they be necessary if sales take place n '; c:lul*.A
108, acts 10th General Assembly. e
ATho 1361851 ors oflnd belonging 0 he 500,00 e 1
:ul' u::mg to-lhe econstruction put upon the g'nut of Augnst
Sl m;ﬂ w: not platted with the balence of that grant, now {
e o by the adjustment with the State, and the decisions
i rprem Court, should also be platted for the use of this
mu w::re sales commence or patents are issued upon it. lg
Smwcfe rol;‘h lh:dt gfant, amounting to over 522,000 acres, ﬁ ‘
N 8 fornis wfth plats years ago, and they have y
gervice in keoping the business in eonnection with ig
propuhf order; and are to-dsy more frequently referred to for
To;nuﬁon, than any other book among the records of thhué |
23 @ person having charge of this office should also be author
ized to get books, the binding of which is nearly worn out from
hﬁgﬁ:nd constant nse, re - bound. : .-
- mmot railroad lands, and other grants, and copies .
s General Government to the State, sho
 bound in a darable and permanent form, not. only
of convenience to those frequently referring to the ot
keeping, us in their present shape, from froquent M
 will nearly, if not quite destroy thom. pid o
decessor reported upon the apportionment ai
of the Swamp Land Indemnity Fund::bhind‘h y
der the act of March 24, 1535, But as those warrants
wough this office, aud us I have no official knowledge

h to found any report in reference to it And
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gs that more appropriately belongs to the De ut of the
Treasury, any information desired respecting ity will doubtless be
found in the Treasurer’s Report.

In Chapter 20, laws of the Eleventh General Assembly, the
dause in favor of Ezra Vincent is evidently & mistake, as it
anthorizes the said Vincent to purchase 280 acres of the 500,000
aere grant, al $1.25 per scrd, while the other parties similarly
gitnated, only get a quarter section each, that being the number of
acres evidently designed to be secured to each one of these claim-
FULEN

Mr. Vincent's application on file in this office, embraces the so
qr of se gr of section 7, and the e hf of ne qr and nw qr of ne qr
of scction 18, township T0, range 43, west of 5th p. m; while the
Jaw describes the se qr of se qr of section T, and the ¢ hf of ne
qr, aud nw gr of section 18, township 79, range 43 west.

It will be observed that one forty in Mr. Vineent's application
is not embraced in the law, while a full quarter section i8 described
entirely disconnected from the balance of his claim. 1 therefore
refused to make ot & patent for only the oné bundred and twenty
mmmmhw?imt’nappliuﬁonudmhw; and the
Legislature should pass a curative “Act authorizing & patentto issne
Qﬁﬁgmdhﬁm viz: the N. W. } of the N. E. i of
‘Bection mmmm&. West, as the other ‘quarter
section described does ot include this forty; aod to patent the
whole 280 mionldhnnﬁiﬁ»lh; Sehool fand, as pn that

right of competition among purchasers
* Xty js not generally anderstood by those parties who
bought of the State, and paid for Des Moines River L
W‘hm»nmﬁm theDuloinuBmig-mund
Railroad Co.), aud hold certifieates for putents, that such patents
are in this office ready to be delivered on presentation of the

i free of m;wnu;mum-m.\ym
save trouble nﬂdupanin&nﬁmusuh certificates are,
liable to be lost.

EXPENDITURE OF CONTINGENT FUND.

The Elevent General Assembly appropristed 88 a contingent
.hﬂmdnw-mofnehrkinﬂmommfamwetm
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years, ending December 31, 1867, the sum of. ..... ¥
And for a deficiency for the year 1865, the sum of.. .. ey

2000 ta

Making in all %
: TBe ;x;}enditum from thie fund have been as follows: | )
o D. E. Jones, regular clerk from Octo 5, o O
Janonry 1,1868... . i i i unesun i m& ) ‘
T‘, Dk Jon“, e J‘nw .................. 200,00
y 1, 1866, to January 1, 18 0
To D. E. Jones, from January 1, to Jannary 7,.;’88‘;67 ‘,

To John M. Davis, regular clerk, fi
November 1,1867‘ .......... wi .’...".J?...Jmuuy o S14.¢

............
........................ 20)!

Leaving a balance in the treasur, i

y to the credit of this fund
$166.00, sufficient for the ment of ;
December of the pment'ymp..’ s 2h R SO >

Respectfully submitted, 1
Register.

C. 0. CARPENTER,

I purpose in a few pages to review some of the T
n!'mﬂt! flow from this vast system of land gunu.""‘;: w
historian in fature years, comes to record the rapid p ogress of
Tows fo weslth und education, the foveeast ‘of the Jeghiieul
whom the people have entrusted the management of these
cent land grants, bestowed upon her to md in the establishment of
a liberal school system, and in the construction of long lines of
:;{:’wg‘,pglmlﬁm one of its most interesting chapters. In

\ who come aftel i

of‘tvhgmotuad.’. r us will read the wisdom or
e have received and control, for the pu of aid
common schools of the State, an a;gugmofmﬁf
of land besides the five per cent. fund ; 208,430.30 neres
benefit of an Agricultural College; 92,030.37 acres to oo
towards ,’M‘Uniudty fund ; and to aid in the cons
o roilroads 3,270,702 acres already certified, while the
amounts inuribg to the State for the different roads unde
of May 15, 1856, July 12, 1862, May 12, 1864

leﬂjﬁmntbynmuchm ;:m" ¢ 0
::'-M, ‘can only be indefinitely estimated in their pr
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growth and prosperity of Towa, however, may be approximated by
comparison with the advantages acernivg to other States from
grants of a like natare.

Proposing, without reference to the grants for edneational pur-
poses, or the Swamp Land Grant, to consider especiully the hiopes
which bave been excited, and should be realized, in view of our stu-
pendous land grants to aid in the construction of railronds, we have
before s the history of the linois Central Railroad from which
to draw some conclosions as to the futnre of similsr improvements
in Tows. From the initistory steps taken in the survey of that
road, to its completion, and up to the present hour, its construction,
its munagement, snd the per cent. it lus paid to stockhiolders, bave
more than met the expectations of its friends. Comprising in its
main trunk and braneh wore than 700 miles'of road — passiog
mostly over what was seventeen years sgo the trecless expanse of
the grand prairie — it bas advanced civilization in the State of
Tllinois at least one quarter ol & century.

The great work wrought by the inflnence of this road cannot
better be summed up, than by an extract from the last Report of
Cominissioner Edmunds of the General Land Ofiice; he says:
“By an sct of Congress i 1850 a grant was wade to Ilinois to
aid in the eonstractiou of railroads. It conveyed for the purpose
505,053 acres, which have been valoed as bigh as thirty millions
of dullars, resaiting in an extraordinary impnlse to the settlement
and prosperity of the State. At the date of the grant nearly balf
the public land within the \imits of Lllinois was vacsnt and undis-

of. Now, after the lapse of only fifteen years, the United
States has virtnally retired as 8 Jandbolder from the State.”

Besides this influx of imwigration stimnluted by the Central
Ruilvoad, snd the wealth, commerce and industries which it has
drawn to those prairies, the per cenl. paid from the earnings of
the road into the State Treasary, bas lifted n considerable burden
from the showlders of the people in the way of relief from tax-

ation.

In siew of this astonishing success, what may we not expeet, if
properly managed, from the influenee of onr Railrond grants upon
the fatare of Iowa? It may be anid that land grants are not &
sofficient inducement of themselves to insure the construction of
lhllronii;; but that capitalists will baild Railronds where they can
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rely npon local business to sustain them, or as ecting
between great centers of trade and pop'uluxion,g:vnhl;ls N
land grant roads unaided by these commercial advantages, will
receive the consideration of men possessing railroad experi
Not proposing to question these views, it requires but a —
glance at the centers of wealth and population which will
upon our east and west roads, to dispel any doubt of their succes,
'Cf% bnm our estimate of the future upon the assumption th
Olumgo_ ia to be the great commercial emporium of the west; ﬁ
lh'e belief that the projects of 1402 which stimulated the b
prise of Columbus, and inspired the explorations of Bdw' -
no.w—-nf(er more than three hundred years have ehp@ed since by
vain endeavors to find a direct western route to the East ﬁg.
and the Empires of Asia—about to be realized in the com "
of the main trank of the Union Pacific Railroad. The day is :’
distant when over this road and its several branches, tinﬁ ast
commerce of the hitherto East but future West will be b
by a ronte three thousand five hundred miles shorter thuh'
merchantmen of the British Empire and of Western Enmphgir
heretofore traversed. Five hundred and seventeen miles of thia
road west from Omaha are now completed, and from the Superine
tendent’s Report for the quarter ineluding the mouths of May,
June, and July when but three handred and twenty-five miles
were in operation, we learn that the net earnings on passengers,
freight, telegraph and maile; excluding the transportation
contractors’ materials and men, was $485,759.0+. If such. is the
result npon 325 miles of road terminating in a plain, nninhabited,
save by hostile Indians, what may we not calculate will be its
prodigions business when after A. D. 1570 it not only M
the Atlantic and Pacific Ocoaus, but is tapped by a great net work
of feeders on the Pacific const and in the Mississippi Valley?
Fonynmly for Towa her position is central in this M*
work in the Mississippi Valley, and towards hor western bordsr
the railrond routes of the Northwest as naturally converge 88
hnmml!uuhthpdn The commerce which will in
future years grow up between the East and California, Oregon,
‘Washington and Alaska, cannot be turned away from her Rail-
ways. These conclusions are not the vagaries of local M
the unmistakable evidence of engineering science Mh‘
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is located upon a line between the commercial centers of the East
and the most accessible crossings of the Rocky Mountains. To
attempt ® great throagh-line farther porth would be to contend
Iy with the never-melting snows, the short saasons, and
the uncaltivable plains—supplying fesw elements of logal trade—of
that latitude. To go further South wonld be to incresse the
distanee by a carve from the direct routes between basiness
gonters, besides coming in contact with the no less formidable,
waterless plaine and sandy deseris of Arizona and New Mexico.
These facts designate the Ratlroads of Towa as the thorouglifires

of n large proportion of the world's commerce. The Territories

of Colorado, Montana, 1daho and Utah, each Pouoning inexhaust-
ible treasures within their borders—that in future years will
employ the energies of tesming populations, and are now attract-
ing thonsands of immigrants to those mountains and rivers lined
and choked with gold—must also od an outlet for the wealth of
these mines, and an inlet for the food to sapply their inhabitants,
over the main trunk aud branches of the Union Pacific Railroad.

Although sll these Territories do not lie due west of Lows, yet
every consideration dm&emofmwmthe
ountlets of their rivers, and the impassable deserts and mounntaing
whieh snrronnd them, will for many years necessitato a concentra-
tion for east and west communiecation upon the line of the Union
Pacific Railroad.

And as by far the greater portion of their wealth and popula-
tion lies north and west of the main trunk, it insures the passage
of travel and commerce through our State.

Aside from these ficts, we have s atill more telling influence in
favor of Jowa in the unlimited resources she containe within her

the valuable farming Jands for all pnrposes of grain and stock
raising sre practically at an end, until the Pacitic const is reached.
Mmmmp&hﬂﬁoﬂdhmﬁshmbsfwlodim
like Salt Lake Valley; where by means of irrigation and other
artificial sids some agricultural saccess is attained; but the extrs
cost of such farming will eventually drive all classes in those
regions to the business of mining, while they will look for cheaper
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food by railway transportation from states ad i
Towa will do much towards supplying the v:r:.:it:e:fl" ﬂl‘{ﬂ!\ |
stretching along the Cordilleras of the North American f:)ﬂ;tg ]
nent, with food for the non-producing popalation which wilj ¢ s
in its canone and gulches. ' -
Cosl is not thought to exist i i ;
:iou:‘ rIl{ivel' and ‘:ﬁa Roecky l:t ""!. "I:nhn:’d i uw'yn .
mberless plains which intervene will o  theie A
from lowa. Stone from her quarries .'t?l'i.la ':::u th;:d e
building purposes to the ranches, villages and cities of mﬁ lai for
hay frown her prairies will be sold by the bale in the ';lo::y.
mountaing; cloths from her factories, manufactured from wool shorn
from' sheep lhn foed upon her pastures, will go far towards
clothing the miners along those streams ; flour from her mills, made
from the wheat of her fields, will do its share towards feedin the
people of that region.  To do the immense business growini oat.
of this commeree, besides the local and foreign trade which will
pasa over our thoronghfares, will prove by the time our eontem-
MWI»M. are completed, that they are none too numerous,
- cannot see that within the next ten years, even if these
estern States and Territories increase in population no faster
than during the past ten—half of which have been ocenpied in the
all-absorbing work of snbduing a great rebeilion—-logclhu with
gn natural growth of eustern trade, and the commerce of the
m:dﬁc. secnred after 1870 by the completion of the main trank of
Ml’Union P-:Lﬁc .f:itlhr:d—dm all 6f our proposed roads will be
b";unplo::’&u‘ sy trade will still demand greater facilities
n the 15th of A.D. 1 making
a grant of lands ::!'d in the m;rn'of':r::l':?xm>
the Stato of lowa. Under this Act sevaral corporations -
organized by anthority of the General Assembly of the State, and
have for the last eleven years assumed to control these Land Grante,
W\m the different contemplated routes, Railroad lives haye
been loented, and the work of construction carried forward with
mm iz less success, according to the ability of the different

The Burlington and Missoori River Compan, o
on and Miss pany surveyed
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of eounties north of the Missourl line—s portion of the State
unenrpassed in agricaltural fertility, and possessing all the advan-
tages in climate, water, timber, and surface necessary to promote
settlement and eheap construction of Railways.

Within this time the Company have completed this road to
Chariton, in Lucas Connty, one hundred and thirty miles west of
Burlington, and the work is now progressing between the former
place and Afton in Doion Oounty, being nearly completed to
Oseoole.

This road reecived underthe Land Grant a8 certified, 287,005.34
acres of land, which in connection with local advantages, should
insure ita speedy completion to the Missouri river.

The Mississippi and Missouri River Railroad, now the Chicago,
Rock lsland & Pacific, is one of the most important lines in the
State; tonnecting when completed. by an almost direct route,
Cliieago and the Union Pacific at Omaha. Paseing throogh the.
rich interior counties of Towa, it binds together Duvenport, Towa
City, Des Moines and Couneil Bluffs, with all the intervening
towns,

It is now finished to Des Moines, one handred and seventy-five
miles west of Duvenport, and work is being pressed west of the
Oapital, with a prospect of completion to Council Blufls at an
enrly day, where it will connect with the Union Pacifie, North-
western, aud Council Bluffs & St. Joseph Rouds,

This rond has enuring to it under the grant of 1856, 474,674.36
acres of land.

The Tows Centrsl Air Line, or Cedar Rapids and Miesouri
River Railroad (now known as the Northwestern) is the only one
comploted neross the State, extending from Clinton, on the
Missiesippi, to Council Bluffs, on the Missouri, a distance of 350
miles. It passes through a rich tier of counties and a nomber of
important towns, erossing the Cedar river at Qedur Rapide, the
Towa near Marshalltown and the Des Moines st Montana and
Boousboro. From the vicinity of these last numed places, large
quantities of conl are being mined for delivery at difforent points
eust on the line of the road, besides a eonstant shipment west for

use nlong the Union Pacific.

This road received 775,454,109 acres of land. Althongh th
road is built across the State, the company are now extending &
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braneh of the Union Pacific Railroad, from St. Joly point
which the Cedar Rapids & Missouri River RIH:DI': t:chu ﬁ: .

Missouri valley, up the valley to termi i i

extension not more for the pur;{oee of bnilll:i‘i:k:‘::a; tchl:n -

on the Missouri at which the Onawa braoch of the Cedar !hptm
and Missouri River Railroad will terminate, than to secure the
business of the Upper Missouri River. This branch is reported

far completed to Little Sionx River as to be ready for the iron. .

The Dubnque & Sionx City Road is now completed to I
Falls, one hundred and forty-three miles west of Dabnque, wi(;:“
branch extending from Farley to Cedar Rapids, fifty-six m;l u:
a !:eoder from Waterloo to Waverly some twenty milu“”n.
main line of this road passes through a rich and rapidly im min‘
conntry ; and the ronte upon which the nncompleted portio‘:r from
Towa Falls westward, is located, is through a country | ’ml in
‘u?;u':;wmmn,pwﬁuamm &

@ lund grant which will ennre to it, upon completion, amounts
101,226,538.92 ncres. Add to these undp:':aorzmo:wnh the
erection of a bridge across the Mississippi at Dubuque, the com-
pletion of this road to Sioux City, and the construction through
Nebraska of 8 braneh of the Union Pacific Railroad to s janetion
jmh the main trank at or nesr the South pass—which \vlJll make
this ns direct a ronte from Obiengo to the Pacific States as any of
the contemplated lines—and there is great reason to bclim’l“
the next two years will witness its completion to Sioux City.

This road passes through a region of Iowa which will furnish
wwﬂ~wm:a of permanent improvement required for the
o west. The building stone, lime, and coal found
N ows, Boone and Des Moines rivers will supply the
- o of the coming thousands who will live and prosper upon

o prairies west of these streams; whila the inexhaustible quar-
ries of gypsum abounding in the vieinity of Fort Dodge, will
farnish & superior building material, both for ornamental finish
WWMMWHI be songht for in other States of the north-
kmm m.n @eimtn of transportation will permit. This road
e ‘be under contract, from Jowa Falls to Fort Dodge, a

stance of fifty-five miles, and the work progressing.

_The McGregor Western Raflroad is comploted, west: from
McGregor, to Oreseo, some sixty-six miles, from whence the

3
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company have tursed sorthward locating their road through
southern Minnesota. But as the act of Congress making a grant
of lands comprising over 1,500,000 acres, is for the parpose of
aiding in the construetion of i railroad, from McGregor to Sioux
Qity, runnitg west om, Of Dear the forty-third parallel of latitnde
antil it intersects the Sionx City and St- Panl Road, in O'Brien
connty ; it seems improbable that this stupendons graut, through
a region unexcelled in fortility, and presenting every advantage
for railway construction by way of unbroken surface, and cheaply
bridged streams, should be allowed to revert to the Government,
Some company will duabtless be found, if opportunity is offered,
willing to take it and build & railroad in accordance with the
terms aud spirit of the grant.
Besides the foregoing roads, those running north and south, in
the State, built, being built, and projected, sre all destined to add
y to the wealth of Jowa, and prove a success to their stock-
bolders. Although but two of these roads receive any direct
encouragement in the way of land grants, yet the indirect inflo-
enee of the increase in wealth and population produced by the
constrnction of land grant ronds, creates the necessity for, and
business t) SUPPOTL NUMETONS CrO8s raileonds. By means of these
ronds, will the great lumber regions of the north, whose products
are destined Lo play o conspicaous & part in the settlement and
improvement of Iows, be wade more acoessible to our population,
.mmm«mswm.uqmm«wmm
y when nndergoing numerous reshipments, be bronght to
the doors of the copsumers at cheaper rates; while our agricul-
mdpfodnﬂammbem-pomdlobothdmhﬁmdn
always requiring breadstuffs, at far less than tho present eost.
M“wz:ﬂhﬂmmo Tows Central, eontrolled
by an enterprising company, and in fair way for early completion
throngh the rich counties from north Missouri to Oskaloosa, and
from thenoe to Cedsr Falls; the Cedar Falls & Minuesota road
said to be under contenct to Charles City, in Floyd county ; the
Cedar Valley road up the Cedar river from Cedar Rapids to
Waterloo, Waverly, and thence through Mitehell to conneet with
the road raaning through southern Minnesota; the branch of the
Ohicugo, Rock Island & Pacific railroad, extending through Mus-
catine, Washington and adjoining eounties the Keokuk, Ft. Madi-
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son & Muscatine railway, passing aronnd the rapids of the Missjs.
sippi, connecting the cities of Muscatine and Keokuk ; the Iowa &
Minnesota railrond in eourse of construction from the Missouri
line to Des Moines, with the ultimate design to intersect the
Northwestern in Story county, and the Dubugue & Sioux City,
by uniting with a feeder now being built from this road to the
conl fields near Eldora, in Hardin county, the whole line event.
nally to constitute a link in the great railway from St. Paal,
Mi ta, to Galveston, Texas. The Des Moines Valley railroad
is now completed to the city of Des Moines, one hundred and
sixty-two miles from Keokuk, intersecting the Burlington & Mie
souri river railroad at Ottumwa, and the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific at Des Moines. Its route lies along the Des Moines Valley,
whieh for agricultural and mineral resources will compare favora.
bly with any valley in the world, and having the aid of nearly
hialf a million aeres of land, a portion of which is equal to any in
the country, this road ought to be built to the north line of the
State, where it will interseet the St. Paul & Sionx Uity road, within
the next two years.

The St. Paul & Sioux City railroad, another land grant road, iz
projected from Sionx City north-cast to near the point on the
Minnesota line intersected by the Des Moines river, thenee to form
a junction with one of the land grant railroads in Minnesota, now
in course of construction from St. Paul south-west. Althongh
this road will pass throngh a country comparatively timberless,
there is no better prairie in the union, and with the advantuge of
a railrond will be speedily settled. To-day its dry unbroken sur-
face, covered with a coat of grass that constitutes as fine natural
meadows as any in the west, and drained by numerous beantiful
streams, does not look so forbidding to the immigrant as did the
grand prairie of Illinois previous to 1850. The Sioux City branech
of the Union Pacific, designed to connect St. John, the point at
which the Cedar Rapids & Missouri river railroad touches the
Missouri valley, with Onawa branch of the Northwestern or Cedar
Rapids & Missouri river railroad at Onawa, and the St. Paul &
Sionx City railroad at Sioux City, is being construeted under the
supervision of the Cedar Rapids & Missouri River Company, and
is now partially graded. The Council Bluffs & St. Joseph railroad
is nearly completed in its entire length, r

Ly
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her with several projected railways, among _wl.nch
is :::::lmo Towa Southwestern and Nebraska City l;ulru:;
from Afton, in Union connty through Taylor, Page n?d remo :
counties to Nebraska City, comprise the wv?nl l!nu in course :
construction, constructed and projected, which mll.eon.lhmr o
railway system of ITown. The State now hu v_rmnn ite 'altl
over 1200 miles of completed railroad, with six bundred im.:;
ander contract, while the number of miles in c'sontampl‘nlion, wi n
certain prospect of future construetion, will bring the inhabitan "
of every county within reasonable dil:!:noo of railway communi-
on and consequent access to & market.
u'jndging the future by the past, we may safely calenlate th:lti ;l.l
these railroads, checkering the whole area of our State, will
completed in the next decade ; then the farms, the mnfufacwrnu,
the mines, the mills, the cities and villages of lown‘ wllliretnlrln h:
census of over two million inhabitants, while these railways wi
bt links in that great chain which will span every _Smo betwe&:
New York and San Francisco, and bridge every river upon
North American Continent, to stand, through coming years, 'i:
memorials of the unlimited resonrces, tireless enterprise and

statesmanship of this generation.
14
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