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onr record of the war, has been made to me, and will be duly
submitted for your inspection. I recommend that this valuable
document be printed and a sufficient number of copies ordered to
supply all proper demands. The affairs of this office, from the
beginning of the late war to the present time, have been conducted
with distinguished ability, and have reflected great credit upon the

officer in charge.
CONCLUSION.

Other subjects I might have presented, but space will not permit.
What has been omitted, however, your individual intelligence and
collective wisdom will readily supply.

Aeccepting this high office at a critical juncture in public affairs, the
duties which devolved upon me were grave and difficult. In the dis-
charge of these duties I have endeavored to advance the public wel-
fare, and my conscience scquits me of any motive incompatible with the
honor of the State. Whatever errors may have occurred are miti-
gated by the reflection, that the State has emerged from its vicissi-
tudes, and enters upon a new period, with its finances and institu-
tions unimpaired, with a name high on the roll of fame, and its
people prosperous and contented. With these suspicious omens to
cheer us, and no cloud sbove, the helm passes to another.

In a broader field great events have transpired. The power of
treason has been crushed, although its spirit still lingers in the land.
Freedom has been exalted, and a gigantic nation redeemed. From
shore to shore of the great Oceans, from the Lakes tothe Gulf,strong
arms and resolute hearts are uniting to strengthen the institutions of
liberty and perpetuate a government which their valor and blood
have defended.

Will this nation pause at the threshold of destiny, and forget its
noble army of martyrs? Shall the progress of the revolution
started amid the carnage of war and the agonies of men, be
thwarted by a perfidious arm? lowa answers, with a voice
emphatic as the thunder of her guns: No!—xEvEr! NEVER!

As there is but one Throne before which all can bow, so may
there exist but one form of government for all, extending its
blessings, under the providence of God, until they encircle the whole

brotherhood of man,
WILLIAM M. STONE.
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Genllemen of the Senale and House of Representatives :

With gratitade to the people of Iowa for an election to the respon-
sible office of chief magistrate of the State, I appear before you
to take the solemn obligations preseribed by the Constitution, and
to give assurance of fidelity to the interests of the Commonwealth,

The period in which we meet is distinguished with peculiar favor,
The labors of the husbandman have been ecrowned with plenty;
Pestilence and Want have not visited us; a spirit of good will
and fraternal regard has prevailed throughout all our borders.
Let us gratefully acknowledge the beneficent Author of these bless-
ings und recognize our obligations of obedience and love,

The prospects of our State were never more hopeful. The
finances are in a sound and healthful condition. Notwithstanding
the heavy burdens of the war, we find ourselves untrammeled with
debt and free from exbausting taxation. Our seasons are kindly,
and harvests abundant. The useful and mechanic arts have not
been neglected in the development of our resources. Never in our
history has the spirit of internal improvements exhibited such strength
of purpose as to-day, and energy and enterprise are everywhere
striving to promote the commercial facilities of the State. Espe-
cially is this manifest in the rapid developmentof our railway commu-
nications. In 1859 the number of miles of railway in operation was
three hundred and ninety ; in 1805 it was hundred and ninety-
three; vkllouthmﬁnoltulnlk than twelve hun-

dml-ndnﬁiiuﬁmm but & fractional - - part of
chartered lines, we see how hopeful, how full of pmi‘lhm
fatnre in this partienlar. The growth of onr cities and towns; the

d of our commerce; the multiplication of schools oolu‘u
g our midst, are evidences of a substantial and progressive pros-
perity.
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The representations of the condition of the State in its details
by my predecessor have given you a favorable introduction to jts
nmd interests, and I bespeak for bis recowmendstions your careful
consideration. To again consider the topics which have been so recent]
l:ll'.llo'oﬂ presented would seem unnecessary upon the present ocu’-'
sion, Hc:renﬁer I may deem it my duty to invite your attention to
some p?menllr subjects of legislation, and therefore I shall be par-
doned if I now turn to the more extended field of national nﬂ';irlp

In the war for preserving the unity of the Republi .
of Towa bore a leading and brilliant pn.,er Well m:; t::g m‘:;‘?;;f:
ourselves, therefore, that the labors in whichwe have shared, the sor-
rows in which we have participated, the hopes and miieﬁs which
we have felt in common with loysl hearts sll over the ilml, hav
eft;blishgd it upon firmer foundations than ever before. The l:
nimyt dj!gili of “Srate Rights” perished with the sword wlfi:h
was drawn in its defense. It is one of the first fruits of victory that
we are nct. 8 Ilep!lblie of eorporations, but a Republic of the fzeople
m§ that in questions affecting the interests of all the States, the ulﬁ:
mate arbiters are the people of the United States. While the rights
of none are to suffer encroachment, and the prerogatives of each
to be jealously guarded by the power of the whole, the popular :i’;

:::d hﬂﬂ? lﬁu:u ;mndor l:; the Constitution. The ery has been
ing and fortifying the pow i
the people are in danger of losing the{r lfbeniop: sot::;::::
cited to show that we are imitating the anhappy policy of other fi
qumumu, in which, first the spirit, and then the form of thr?.
mnk!mtiou perished.  But it is forgotten that men haye nov;r bef::
attained o froedom worthy of the name, and that if they fail
they failed because they were unworthy. =
Our own experience has more meanin
Ir g lessous for us
;fnﬂ%moz f«m{r success or ruin. Disclaiming the hc?e:; ::{
ot “ym : u;;"" thing and fhu State nothing, let us at the same
: o t we have established so firmly the paramount SOVEr-
ignty the Union over all ity parts, that in the hour of great
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spared from the perfection of our theory. With the idea that the
suthority of the whole is supreme, must be eoupled the principle that
the States have a sphere of action, limited to be sure, but nevertheless
a distinct sphere, which the general government has neither the
power nor wish to invade.

To vindieate the integrity of the Union required s lurge expendi-
ture. Huappily for us and for the success of our cause, the eredit of
the nation was equal to the great emergency which called it into
exercise. In times of nnprecedented difficulty and when our finan-
cial ability seemed the pivotal point of trinmph or Jefeat, it proved
an unfailing rock of supply. To maintain that eredit constitutes
our most sacred duty; and whatever responsibilities it may impose
upon us, the highest standard of national good faith will command
the verdict of the American people. The citadel of finaucial henor
ean not be guarded too sucredly. 1 should reprobate as the most
calamitons of misfortunes any legislation on the part of Congress,
tending to invalidate the plighted, or even the fairly implied, faith of
the nation.

Tt has become the conviction of some that a part of the national
bonds could be redeemed in currency, without fraud upon the holder.

The advoeates of this policy base the righteousness of such
redemption upon the fact that the bonds themselves contain no
stipulation of payment in specic. A more subtle, insidious, and, at
the same time, deadly attack upon the public eredit, eould not have
been made. Apart from the faet that gold is the recognized
currency of the world and the standard of value, and that we can not
exempt ourselves from the operation of this law, there was, in this
instance, an implied understanding with both parties to the cove-
nant, that louns to the Goverument should be paid in specie.
The Seerctary of the Treasury placed this interpretation upon
the contract at the time the loan was being negotinted. All the
eotemporaneons acts and sayings of the men who framed the law are
explicit in the assurance that no other intenticn lurked in the pur-
poses of the Government. The scheme of repaying the publie loans
in an irredeemable paper issue, was n cauningly devised after-
thonght —the offspring of a desire to evade the payment of our
obligations in accordance with the rules of common honesty,
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The l?ﬂify of the American people to pay the utmost farthin
of their indebtednoss, the loast sanguine have never questioned Ag
the present ratio of inerease, in twenty-five years, our weam; (;
population will double themselves; in the year 1900‘ our val 4
ean not bo less than four bundred and Gy billions, Mincs gre
;?cafng, farms mn.ltvplyi‘ag and property inereasing upon the inven-

ry faster than in any other nation on the globe,
min t;,he Yory.f;o.e of this unquestioned ability, we are met by the

at no civilized nation pays so high premiums upon j
et pon its loans

Where are we to look for the grounds of this humiliation? Tn
'l.”n’ pfrbnps. to. _the sophistries which have been promulgated
for evading the spirit of our obligations, and in part w our dela:
in the resumption of specie payments. 7o
‘ e o represcnt the opinions of :
the authoritative announeement :f some des‘:n‘::f:;mi :‘;:1: :Zﬁ

& poliey would tend to realize i i

) € in our eircalation the perf
earrency, in which notes could be exchanged for eoin -ndpw T«:
command equal respect in the markels, >

Meanwhile the publi Service should be distinguished for the
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two years has demonstrated that it is a work quite as full of
dificulty as that which we crowned with success upon the field.
Let us not forget that we have merely ascended to another
scene in the struggle. It has passed from the battle-field to the
forum, but it is the same combat, waged for the same purposes, and
snimated by the same ambition. The spirit of the rebellion is still
alive and strong; strong in the influence of its controlling minds ;
strong in the devotion and numbers of its followers; strong in the
social distinctions which gave it birth. The hope that forbearauce
and healthful reflection would soon baptize its votaries into loyalty
and love for the national flag has been dizappointed.

In the light of this fact our government has devised s plan of
reconstruction, establishing a temporary military government in the
South, to remain until its people shall ask for admission to the
councils of the nation upon the basis of equal rights and political
equality.

In this poliey I heartily concur. Power undoubted snd plenary
is in our hands to prescribe the terms of restoration. When it is
urged then, that the application of military law to the refractory
people of the South is despotic, it is forgotten that an
appeal to arms involves s compliance with its bloody decision.

They who, with long years of intrigue, boastfully and arrogantly,
challenged the nation to the sanguinary field, empowered us to
work our will upon them, restrained only by our duties as statesmen
and Christian men. To deny this principle, severe though it be,
would be to deny the correctness both of history and reason. To
declare that its adoption in the present instance is impolitic and
unnecessary, would be to set the seal of untruth upon every report
that reaches us from that misguided people, and brand with falsehood

the utterances of tried lovers of our Republic. No government
can secure respsct at home or abroad, which does not protect its
eitizens.

The magnanimity of the American Republic in dealing with
treason is unparalleled in history. Its epirit was declared in
the words of its noblest martyr, “ Malico towards none; charity for
all”  Indemnity for the past has been forgotten in the task of
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m: gusranters for the futare. Content with establishing
oy sf:inst prubab.lg .danger. busied with the work
% pacting ;?d solidifying the prineiples revealed |
- war, ’tlm sword of the Jaw has been withheld 3
|'“ 1 dua';:'l:ng sacrifices, and the sacred altar of Ju::m
o \'E:: “;{, &u;‘t. be stained with the blood of a single vic-h'r:e
v, A uH m_y(hnwe been questionable leniency, I will nu;
D By ;,h] h:w far the legal and traditionary punishment
9 B St b ve heen extended, patriotic men may well have
:ﬁeredi.i”d e "ic‘l(mg. hjl’haz same retribution should have been
g - g ; chiefs, a punishment sufficient to have made
" s n,m to bave stood as a warning monument of
ger of like unballowed ambition, I have no hesitation to d:cl 4
L are.

Depreeating the arrogance of victory we have

ﬂmlr‘::ihd; g: d‘;me to be vindictive or m‘::p '.['h: ro::o:::
= ﬁhbigmuu. e::; S;sles were n part of our own territory, and
“umu,w th,e hi;‘w o Qnr own people, whose well - being must
ety - 'm;k ; glory nf} our eountry, has been the light in
;g i of reconstruction has thus far progressed. At
ol ,;,: w: have felt bound to insist that those étm
gt [;n;: nm;;r gusrantees are essentinl to the fut‘ur:
oy B duakn ; © can not permit the truths established by
b mu“,dpu n;bo u state uf. doubt, uor the fruits of victory

e ,‘rp n s magnanimity which ueglects its own sal-
vation. u afford to be generous, but we must not be unjust.

In restor
no diserimiinn:[z:e :“ m people to rights within the Union, let
Government should be against the black man. Fidelity ‘O.le
B e the. high privilege of suffrage
RS, Sats 0 A5 L A anitmfing sontzel
bas only been ul loyalty, much less to hands whose open hostil
s Mnonlad b; their weakness. If any voice Yy
doubtful ’M::h post six years, it proclaims: Beware .,m
"Mdm-,.,.,,..:"m""“"‘"” of your liberties. Secure the
iy sty R o Let ail loyal men share in
% 2alav sl Sethay moa v WIS e Tin sscxies
carnival of treason wust not be allowed to
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deprive us of the co-operation of four millions of people whose votes

and ncts would interpose the most formidable obstacle to the designs
of saditions men. To rofuse to stay up the handa of the Union men
of the South, who resisted secession in its inception, and maintained
their opposition to it, through all the trying extremities of war, by
making the alliance of the black man available, wonld be a8 ungrate-

ful to them as perilous to ourselves.

The theory of our goverpment awards to the individual the largest
measure of politieal trust consistent with the public safety- It
declares that ** Governments are instituted among men, deriving their
just powers from the comsent of the governed.” Consistency,
therefore, requires that emancipation should be followed by the right
of suffrage, for equality is o eardinal principle of the Ameriean Con-

stitution.

o the negro himself the ballot is & necessi
will be to him an pndefended fortress. Give him » vote and you at
once invest him with a panoply which his recent owner will have
neither the power nor wish to assail. The sentiment of maukind
will approve such a policy, and our justice will bo repuid by the
presence of & loyal army of defenders of our Constitution in every

Southern State.

Many profess to se¢ danger from this extension of the elective
franchise. In these apprehensions I have no shure. Awsy with
distrust of a people who braved the lash and blaodhound to shelter
the soldier of the Union, or guide him to the protection of his flag!
Let their ignoranee be forgotten in the remembrance that it never
beguiled them into the subtletios where Refinement fell, The solemn
n‘q’wﬁbﬂiauof sufleage can bo ns safely entrusted to the heroes
who charged at Fort Wagner and Port Hudson as to the enltured
aristocracy who raised the flag of rebellion at the Behests of personnl
ambition. An honest instinct is worthier than perverted intelli-
gence, [Entitled to our gratitude for thewr unwavering attachment
to the national canse, and for the leroie coursge they contributed
to its defense, and challenging our respeet for their judicions nse of
the privileges of freedom, let us invita them t0 share in the blossings

which they have helped preserve.

ty. Withoutit frecdom
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.],3:'- own Sum' h.u already taken the initintory steps toward the
L“' on of n!l distinction of race and color from the Constitution
- us n]w fail at this session to advance the work inaugurated hy.
predecessors, of giving to our colored po Tati joyme
of those political privile i e
ges which have hitherto been denied
:1:::;1- Tlm‘;v .lmvteh demonstratod their wanhood in the stern reialiﬁet:
» aud in this enlightened Commonwealth :
[ Ith o lo :
prerogative of manhood be denied to man, Thag allx;:fj‘lltt mﬁ
;;:oer before the seeming dificulties of this measure, should he‘:o
,h,:l,:ggim-ﬂﬂt~ to us. Let us not emulate their cowardice nor
> eir dishonor. Let the alacrity with which we concede th
:mn g;gu equal the readiness with which we gave them our fla, 4;
;:t l;lﬁin forth to fight our battles. Lot those who nobly '8"“
o ; snd gallantly defended the flag of the Union — wj, ?;::;
@;ﬂrﬁ tf}:‘ f'ue u;_mi our heritage of & common country nar:r have
! ge lowa with lack justi
¢ g i g of courage to do Justice to her
Gentler . :
mﬂsmmtullm cy;nlhe Assembly: 1 ean not neglect the opportunity to
e you upon '}"f favorable auspices undor whioh you enﬁr
o fh e ulm.. War with jis Btern necessitios no lon r tre h
],: N the iqdu?tnnﬂ interesta of tho Stato, While these mm "h:IF .
ave ceased with the overthrow of the rebellion, oth S

stantial fields inyige your effort,  Our State s ;nt‘ :; i.tt:du::;g;ub-
ly man-

But twenty-nine
ne years have elapeed sinee 4

mlki:g bot-]y of the “Now Purchase nssembled in :wlif;: :i".
MM“,'Z.: mng,l; gengmtinn has passed away, singe the Mr seattor :yd
g pon the banks of the Mississippi, whose abiding fuith ;
mn ::en;ed even then to. foreshudow the glorions raali “:nm

B t; 1: vigor uI;uI strength of an inlang empire. The Ehiav‘:
ments past will be succeeded by other adyan : ‘

. ees, no | -
bt hga: ::mh::a bn_l‘the pioneers of the milliong wh; a::ﬂ';:ﬁ
in =% On her praivies. The abundang J, ‘ ‘
e i 1 harvests i

| M:rmhu. ate oursclves, are but an earnost of m@;ﬂm‘:?;::

resources ¥egion, richer even than our thought or hope

m!l.'h ":1’& o: h"::umhunvuld%u Prosence of a variety of min.
possibilitios may prove o Breat veservoir of pnw&
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fur the démands of eivilization. The streams which divide its sur-
face must be made to roll the wheols of machinery and mould the
produets of our care into the fabries of trade. Regions hitherto
undeveloped arve to be bound to our commercial centres by links of
railway communication. Worthy industries are to be encouraged
and joternal improvements of every kind zealously promoted by the
Judicious patronage of the State.

Let it be our boast and pride that we fear nothing so much as
ignorance and artificial distinetions between man and man.  Let us
establish our power firmly upen the foundations of intelligence and
liberal ideas, making manhood our only title of nobility, and believing
in nothing so hopefully as sn educated publie opinion.

But one - sixth of our lands are yet enclosed. Our hopes for the
settlement of the millions of acres whose wealth ia yet in reserve
arc largely offected by the character of our institutions. Immi-
gration gravitates toward social order, free schools and equal
laws. Our population is largely enviched every year by the tide
which reaches us from other and less favored lands, They seek,
under the beneficent patronage of our inatitutions, their privileges
as furmers, mechanics, merchants and professionnl men — trans-
planting to onr soil that love of liberty which impelled them from
their old homes. We have nothing to fear from their presence.
The sturdiest defenders of freedom are those who bave felt
its loss.

In the guardianship of the sacred trust which has been reposed
inus, the good of the State should be our ruling motive. A just
sense of onr rosponsibilities will forbid us to harbor the spirit of
partizanship or balanece the cluims of section or party against the
good of the whole. However cherished may be our political
convictions, let us remember that we are not the representatives of
particular interests or favored classes, but are the servants of the
whale people, and that, in our keeping, the rights of mujority and
minority should be equally sacred,

Full of hopo in the future of our State, whose past hns boen so
favored of Providence, and whose present is so rieh in prosperity,
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let us apply ourselves with zeal and fidelity to the advancement of
ker interests. If we should not summon to our aid the wisdom of
statesmanship, iet us, at least, meet our responsibilities with faith.
fulness, integrity and earnest devotion to the Commonwealth ;
and may the God of Wisdom and Justice guide us in His own
appointed ways.

SAMUEL MERRILL,

.






