4 BLIND ASYLUM.

? services as Com’r, at $2,. 420 00
Mar. 9, 1868. To 210 days ”

9, 1863. To 11 days’ i . 22 00
Nov“ b e To expenses to Towa City to submit re-

port, books, papers, &e., to the Gov,, 14 50

474 75
Cr.
Dee. 19, 1861. By Warrant, ............. $ 13 00
Mar. 21, 1863. By Warrant,.... . ........ 423 25 436 25
Balance due me as Commissioner,. ........ 38 50

For which T have not yet drawn on the Auditor.

In my former report I reported $160.00 due me for services, for
which T had not drawn on the Auditor. I subsequently drew it
in Anditor’s Warrant No. 7185, of which the $13 credited above
is a part, and not then reported.

- EXHIBIT “D.” !
. Jas. B. Locke, Com’r, to the State of Iowa, - Dr.
To Notes uncollected at date of last Report,........ $ 82
To Auditor’s Warrants, amount of appropriation,... 10,000 00

10,377 21
Or’ -

By cash paid E. Erwin on brick contract,...... .... 146 00
By cash paid Finkbine & Lovelace on contract of en- -
G R M e 100 84
By cash paid Finkbine & Lovelace on contract of com-

2 e il e o veen . 10,000 6
By amount of notes uncollected, . ................. 130
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL.

To the Trustees :

e and freq

&

GextLEMEN :—Your personal

tion of the affairs of the Institution for the past two years
familiarized you with its growth, attainments, necessities, fi
and other affairs as to render any details from me un
Accept my heartfelt gratitude for that assistance and co-ope
which has aided and sustained me in my arduous, yet de

duties.
Towa Ingrrrurion ¥or THE BrinD,
Viston, JAN. 1st, 1864,

|
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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL.

7 the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of lowa:

Gestiemes: The Jowa Institution for the Education of the
Blind has had a marked prosperity during the past two years.
Rapid advancements have been made in all the varions branches of
the literary, musical and industrial departments. The standard of
deportment and attainments has been elevated. The aim of Trus-
tees and teachers has been to give a practical education to all the
blind of Iowa capable of education.

In compliance with the law, tables are aunexed exhibiting * the
whole number of students, and the time actually in attendance in
each year;” with name, age, sex, place of nativity, and cause of
blindness of each pupil. Also an account of the studies pursued
and trades tanght. The whole number of pupils enrolled is sixty-
one. About one-half of that number had never enjoyed the privi-
leges of the institution before; and there are yet scores of blind
youth in this State, enduring the long and cheerless night of phys-
ical and mental darkness, who ought speedily to be gathered into
the school. There may be found sitting by the fireside of scanty
homes, and within the walls of your poorhouses, many such,
whose physical natures are being dwarfed; whose faculties and en-
ergies are wasting for want of action, and their “immortal minds "
starving for the light of truth and knowledge; who might be
speedily transformed and their faces made to beam with joyous an-
imation and intelligence by a proper education. There are also
many adult blind, now helpless dependents, dragging out a listless,
hopeless, inactive existence. who by proper training in handicraft
might become industrious, self-sustaining, and independent eiti-
zens.  The census returns for 1863 show 205 blind in Towa. And
one of the effects of the present war will be rapidly to increase
the number. Already several soldiers have returned rendered
blind in the service of our country. There is also reason to be-
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lieve that some local cause productive of blindness .exists in our
midst. Perhaps it may be the prevalen‘ce of the violent and gl
most constant prairie winds, bearing m.th them dust and sand,
which produces so many cases of opthalmia. The canses of blind.
ness of the inmates for the last two years are as follows:

()ptlmlmil ................................ 26 cases,
Various accidents . ... ..cocovvveenncnanans 10.. %%
Congenital ......cvonummnieaaaeiaieciiaans 7..%
Viarious favers, ... ..cc.ocv sesoavesaccaons T
Barolde . ). 2o VT s e s 4, .l
AMBrois! . v His el Tdoiieshen sl dne 8. S5
o T e b e (ORI Sl - S N 2. SN
Nearalgia. ... ...0.covieoieiiindiiae. 1 case
OO . A T N N TN 1. /ay
VL T e SR R SR P

* By direction of the board of trustees the goods and furniture
longing to the institution were removed from Towa City to Vi
in August, 1862, and by the kindness of the contractors of the
building, Messrs. Finkbine and Lovelace, such rooms as were
essary for occupancy were speedily finished, and we were en
to furnish the same and open the school with 24 pupils e
October, although the building was not completed until latein
vember. The new edifice is upon a sightly elevation of a pi
land containing 40 acres, which belongs to the institution,
situated one-half mile south-west of the village of Vinton.
of hewn limestone, easily chiseled, but which hardens by expos:
Fronting to the east, it is one hundred feet long, and seventy feet
wide, four stories high including the basement, and capable of a
commodating about 80 pupils. The roof is of pine, and the buil
ing being warmed by stoves, there is a fearful liability to fire frg
the chimneys. At the time of removal the grounds were an 1
broken prairie. The water from the roof of the building in times
of heavy rain, for want of sewers, ran into the basement.
amount of earth, and stone, and rubbish, which had aceumnn
with the erection of the building was immense. Such improy
ments therefore as were absolutely requisite in order to its oce
puncy were made under the direction of the Board of Trustee
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part of the grounds were broken up and fenced, the rubbish re-
moved, sewers and walks, and roads were constructed. A tempo-
rary woodhouse and stable were built, a large number of trees were
transplanted, and a cistern and well provided.

The interests of the institution require the immediate erection
of a building which shall combine the purposes of work-shops,
gymnasium, and vegetable cellar: also, the construction of an area
wall around the main building to prevent dampness in the base-
ment rooms, and to prevent the main walls from injury. The
President of the Board has authorized the recomiendation that
one thousand dollars be appropriated for the construction of the
area wall; and the further sum of four thousand dollars be appro-
priated for the erection of workshops. Said improvements to be
made under the direction of the Board of Trustess,

HEALTH.

It is a source of great satisfaction, as well as a canse for devout
gratitude to God that the health of the inmates has been almost
uninterrupted during the past two years. Only three or four cases
of severe sickness have ocenrred ; and those, by the faithful watch-
care of the Matron, and the promptuess and skill of the Physician,
soon yielded to treatment. The almost uniform health of the pu-
pils, is due in part to the healthful location, to the spacions halls
and sleeping apartments, to a simple and wholesome diet ; but es-
pecially to the active exercise of body and mind, required of all,
and the cheerful associations of Institution life, by which their
morbid tendencies have been connteracted. No physician has been
regularly employed, but the preferences of the sick have been con-
sulted. Drs. Boyd and Clingan have generally been called, and
have been prompt and successful.

CHEERFULNESS,

The blind are capable of about the same happiness as the seeing;
yet it is a constant source of wonder to observers that the blind
should be so cheerful. The merriment, the joyous emotion; the
cheerful song, and the ringing laugh, heard in the halls and upon
the play-grounds in times of recreation, seem to visitors incompat-
ible with blindness. It is true INMMW

-
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selves better in the Institution than in any other place. And the
great secret of their happiness is that they are employed. Activ-
ity removes that mental, moral and corporeal rubbish which too
often lates in the secl of home. And life, therefore,
ceases to be a “stagnant pool” and becomes as the “living water,”
clear, pure and joyous.

COMPENSATION.

In the increased tenacity of the memory, in the more exquisite
sense of touch, in the quickness of hearing, and delicacy of smell
quent upon blindness, there is a partial compensation for the
misfortune. The perceptives are so refined that some persons en-
tirely destitute of the organs of sight, upon stepping into a room
for the first time, will tell at once about the size of the room and
whether it is occupied. They will not walk against an animate or
inanimate object of the size and height of a man, unless it be in
times when there is confusion of sounds. In the city they will
readily distingnish the open spaces from the buildings. And in
the varied they will indicate the direction of the hills
and forests, from that of the valley or lake. The blind themselves
may not be able to give a satisfactory explanation, yet they will
doubtless testify that not having eyes they “see” these things in
their own peculiar way. The necessary introversion of the mind
upon itself is in many respects favorable to mental culture. They
tell us that Democritus put his own eyes out in order to make him-
self a better philosopher. And that Malbranch in order to put his
mind to its utmost energies was accustomed to close the window
shutters of his study and contemplate in darkness. The blind have
the windows always closed and therefore easily trate their
mental energies. {

THE SCHOOL.

The same teachers have continued since the opening of the school
at Vinton.  And the sucecess which has attended their efforts is a

pleasing evidence of their faithfulness and efficiency. The recent

exhibition in your Legislative Hall of the attainments made by

many of the pupils, and your personal examination of them in the 7
various branches of study enables you to jndge not only of the ea-

pacity and industry of the scholars, but also of the fidelity and

»

+
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zeal of Trustees and Teachers. The method of government has
been, first, to create a high sense of duty, propriety, integrity, and
virtue; and then to appeal to that sense as a motive to proper con-
duct. The prevailing spirit among the pupils has been that of sub-
ordination and gratitude to teachers, and of “peace and good-will”
towards each other. To the influence and example of the older
pupils, is due especially the pleasing state of harmony and disci-
pline which characterizes the school. Eugene Ketcham, Margaret
Marrin and Josephine Porter, pupils in the school, have rendered
important assistance in teaching.

The prineipal studies pursued are as follows:

Reading raised print.

Orthography and Definitions.

English Grammar,

Geography.

Arithmetie.

Writing with grooved board and pencil.

Writing with Braille’s Apparatus.

History.

English Literature.

Rhetoric.

Physiology.

Natural Philosophy.

Natural Theology, (Paley’s).

Mental and Moral Philusophy.

Algebra.

Geometry.

Astronomy.
~ Thorough Bass.

WRITING.

The facility with which the blind learn to write by means of a
grooved board and pencil is remarkable. Many write legible lot-
ters to their friends in this way. The deficiency of this method is
in the fact that the blind eannot read what they write,

Braille’s method of writing introduced into this school by the
President of the Board of Trustees, Hon. E. Sells, about one year
since obviates the diffienlty of the former method, and enables the
blind u; communicate with each other by writing without ?‘* nid
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of the seeing. By this method they can record their own compy-
sition, facts, dates, music &c., and then refer to, and read the supe
at pleasure. The special design in the introduction of Braille's
method was to assist the pupils in learning orthography, and in this
it was effectual. <y

MUSIC. H

The services of Prof. Price, the accomplished teacher in this de |
partment, have been invaluable. From two to three hours Mn o
are devoted to music. L

The Band, composed of fifteen performers, execute with surpris.
ing skill the compositions of their teacher,—our national airs, and
a number of overtures and other compositions of the masters iy N
music. 4

The Chorus, consisting of about forty persons, sing some of the -
finest sacred and secular choruses with thrilling effect. The pupil
are thoroughly trained in the theory, and composition of m
Some of them compose music with facility, and bid fair to mw
competent teachers. Miss Porter, a pupil, teaches a class in
music,

i)
‘w

INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENTS.

The work department for males has beer carried on under
great discouragements for want of work shops and materials, |
room in the main building has been fitted up as a temporary sl
but it is not competent to accommodate one half of the p

handicraft has resolutely persevered against all inconvenie
a number have learned to make excellent brooms, brushes and
mats,
In the industrial department for females, under the directi
the matron, assisted by Miss Marrin, a pupil, great profici
been attained. By patient industry the pupils have
skill in sewing, knitting, and the manufacture of bead wor
commands the approbation of the trustees and teachers.
A:Mhow«!ﬂumMn,ﬂmhlindgirhMQ
lection of fancy worsted and bead work, which, as persor

M.? the benefits of our soldiers, were sent to the North-
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ern Sanitary Fair, held at Chicago, in October last. The contri-
bution elicited the following notice from the Chicago Journal:

“And here is hing that great ion from everybody, and ex-
cites the admirstion of old and young. It isa beautiful display of bead and
worsted work. wrought by the wonderfully ingenious and delicate ﬂnFen of the
girls of the blind institution at Vinton, lows. Patiently they have toiled in their
noble and erous work, and have Pmdnoed from their long, dark night a dis-
play of articles as rich and iful as any sur ding them, which will be
doubly prized by their purchasers as a donation to a worthy cause from hearts
that though they cannot see. God bless the loyal blind girls.”

Quarterly reports from the industrial departments are made to
the Board of Tr , and the pr 1s therefrom are paid to the
Treasurer.

RECAPITULATION.

The following is a pitulation of the d made under the directi
of the present Board of Trustees, for the years 1862 and 1863:

Books. stationery, printing and postage........ 283 64
“  Freight and express charges. ........... SRS 08 07
“  Medical attendance. ... soemsns 68 00
“  Braille writing apparatus, &c.... 110 00
% Removal expenses.... .. .... . 8190 58
“  Music and musical instraments. . 703 86
“  Beads, wire and worsted. ........ooi0nians 183 00
“  Broom-brush, bandles, wire, &.... ... ... . e 170 64
“  Oil cloth, lamps, curtains, fixtures, &, ... o000 wenesy  SOB W7

TMPROYEMENTS,
Paid for labor and rial for fencing grounds.........

“  Cupola, to Messrs Finkbine & Lovelace. .
“ Extra spouting and drain...... T
“  Work onclstern......... ideDamdn
“  Btone masonry for sewer and vaults
L TR o work on out-buildi
“  Btone masonry on rear wall. .........
“  Railing on same....... Sang e osa s
“  Hauling finishing lime. ...
“ Extra carpenter work in building .. .......,
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LT a4 2T OF S

Brullnggronndlndmmhhlnglndmungum 12260
—

Amount on hand in treasury Jan. 1, 1804, . oeoevioennninieiinn 1,586 08
17567 4
By the practice of a judicious economy, together with the ad-
vantage of a balance in the treasury, which accumulated in times
of cheap subsistence, the Trustees have been enabled to keep the
Institution free from debt, and preserve a balance in the treasury.
In view, however, of the advance in the price of labor, pro
furniture, bedding, &e., and the pressing need for uldiuon.lng. -
sical instrnments, mmd books and maps, and machines for the
work-shops, an increase of twenty-five per cent. upon the former
appropriations will be necessary in order to carry forward the In-
stitution efficiently, and in a manner creditable to the State, for
next two years. Considerations of economy and of human
prompt to ample and efficient provision for the education of
blind eapable of instruction. The liberality of your State
erected a building suitable and competent for all purposes except
mechanical department. It therefore only remains that workshe
be erected and farnished, and that suitable provision be made:
musical instruments, books, maps and other appliances for teach
and for the current and ordinary expenses of the Institution.
In reviewing the past two years, the officers and teachers have
the satisfaction of knowing that substantial progress has b
mtdo, althongh in the face of many disadvantages. The Pri
ﬁmn desire to tender their grateful acknowledgments t
ngul Bacon and wife, the former Principal and Matron, and
;oa&inudwhm in the Boston, New York and Phil:
nstitutions, for valuable suggestions gained by personal
and observation, o
For what has been accomplished devout gratitude is due to ¢
Giver of all good, whose providence hath fulfilled those
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“And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not. I will
lead them in paths that they have not known. I will make dark-
ness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things
will I do unto them and not forsake them.”

The cordial gratitude of the pupils, though it were not expressed,
is none the less felt towards the Trustees, the Legislature, and
the people of the State, for that interest and liberality which has

tablished and sustains this Institution, again commended to the
fostering care and liberal patronage of your honorable body.

Respeetfnlly submitted,
ORLANDO CLARKE, Principal.

Jowa Institution for the Blind,

Vixrox, January, 1864.




MALE PUPILS INSTRUCTED DURING THE TERM COMMENCING OCT. 1, 1862, AND ENDING JUNE 80, 1863.

CAUSE OF BLINDNESS. | HOW LONG BLIND. TIME PRESENT.

-|Present the whole term .. ... .
«|From Oct, 1, 1862, to May, 1 .
v A e : ....... June 30, 1868, .,

.[Inflammation ......... 12 years.....

o|Aceid't, kick'd by horse.|10..". .

+'Small pox .. .......Ilt)..‘l
fever

From May 1,
lein!.erm. s

7 i O MR oy :
: B B 8 | RN O T imiz e O NRAPRRIRI s 55+ ..[From Feb. 4 lsua,to.luneso '''''
o At +..o0 |17 Jackson . ... .|Ohio .. .|Accident with a knife..|T R R e S i e
gm h g M I years J bnumlfum ........................

Camenare aan T Ry

F1Id0d 20 HNHOTVLIYO

TIME PRESENT.

From Feb. 1, 1563, to June 81), 1863.

2 rom Oct. 1, 1862, 10 June 15, 1863. .

From Oct. 1
[Entire term.. .. ... coo oo
..!From March 1, 1863, to June 30, 1863.

From Feb. 1, 1863, to June 50, 1663..
L R P M oasssnnee sensesanerrrasiens

TTdAL 40 HAHOTVLVO

st
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TIME IN ATTENDANCE.

‘ym
Partially blind. ... Came Bept. 1, and new in attend
../Came 1, 1863

veveaeees./Came Bept. 1, now in d
..........'I'mmsepi.l,lm, date of thi
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FEMALE PUPILS INSTRUCTED DURING THE TERM COMMENCING SEPT. 1, 1863

I!I RESIDENCE. |NLﬂ'-I'!Al'!I0' lllm' HOW LONG BLIND. I TIME IN ATTENDANCE.

o TP . ETom infancy ..... Came Sept. 1, 1868, and now in attendance
mmation. . .. From infi 3 "

Came Sept. 1, 1868, and now home, ill health.
Came Sept. 1, 1863, and now in attendance.
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JAMES CHAPIN, Treasurer,

STATEMENT.

STATEMENT.

in account with the Institution for the Education
of the Blind.

i { R. Hutchinson, former Treasurer -
¥ 'd ol u y T
July b T0 8 TEC Biijah gells... ... ;
Mg 18 & A in State Warrants. . ,m
Dt 15, ® “onw wiiw “ oyl
g ML «  from sale of Jumber. ’“
Nov. 22, © “ “ inBtate ‘Warrants. o
1, » * “ fromsale of lumber. . < la
“w ll - " - - LI mm’ .
w g, % % @ principal sale of articlesat TowaCity......... 10675
1863.
't. rec’d in State Warrants...... Who b sass pub s EIN
b l‘&'l’o-n‘t. “ ;omlmhnlmll)npt.ﬁorl’smdu....
.. 0 “ “ - - m
9, o
“
“
“
"
“
“
Total ..
1862,
July 4 By paonter o
- ". “ooa " “
Sept i
Nov.”s: “aow e
" W A
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il - “ “
By v
- & “wo- “ “
Dn ‘. L “ “
W e e
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“«u w
T
“ " “-ow “w “
- “. " - - -
" “‘ "W " -
" ”‘ "o “ - 0.
wogg « % 4w 90 Teacher's * —Miss Butler... .......v
w o 9g, « @« « 91 Prof. Price's salary—music t e
woge 4 WTTM LY MN.G 's salary—! AR
“ 96 % % %« 23 John Cisna's salary—teacher of Mech. ..

T

1863,

Jan. 15, By

Feb.

Mar.
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STATEMENT.

21
p'd order No. 24, Jus. Chapin, advances impt's....... 100.40
5 - 6, Prlncl;-rl‘or books, mmiu‘l)‘u &...... . #0130
© v v, - fumiture and trip for pupils. ... 20664
: 7, " current ex) 400.00
* % 38 Jus Cha 86.57
¢ 20, Principal, cu 400.00
SR 3t
% 5 Eugene 1000
b = 88 i 175.00
* M % 34 Matron a2.50
85, Prof. 87.50
¥ow 4 6, Miss But 50.00
© & % 7 John Cisna, teacher of Mech 22.00
g 48, Principal, current expenses 0546
woowow gy “ 400,00
“ o« w40 Jas Chay 644
+ % 41 N, C. Robinson, salary—teacher. 30.00
“ %% 42! Tus Chapin, 100
*ot v 48, Principal, current 400,00
¢ w W 4e Jas. Ohay .0
® tethoad AN Braille .43
BERE moe
L 1
: w w48 Miss 100,00
P L 0
e
“ - “w 5',%
- “w “ m‘ md
- “ “ nm
- “ - “m
. gzg C.
" as.
“ 6w
S L
T
i Ll J. Chapin, adv, current sal's
- "o« a“i:w& t
balance in Treasury......
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EXERCISES.

“w
w

HE ORDER OF EXERCISES FOR EACH DAY
A TABLE EXHIBITING T B OHE WEEK.

Pupils rise at 8 o'clock A. M.
Breakfast at 6§ -

Reereation. n b
Morning Service, 7:20 to 8 A.
Three classes in Arithmetic from 8 to® A. M, on Monday, Wednesday and

m . i o
"hryen classes in English Grammar, from $ to9 A. M, Tuesday, Thursday and
s Payvishly SO P 10 W

A class in Ph; -+ on - Wed -

Ldmhmﬂh‘rﬂuﬂpﬂnmﬂmlo,% Moadey, Wednenday, SN

4 classes in Orthography, with dufin’s, 9 to 10, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturdsy.

A class in Algebra, from 10 t0 11,... ... t‘” g -

A class in Writing, from 10 to l;.. - n e ednesda Friday.

A elass in Mental Philosophy, 10 to 11, W =5

Ldmhww:,lowﬂ..} Tuesday, Wodnesday “

; 5 1 gre
A class in Geometry, from 1102 P. M., W and Friday.
Ammwmmmvn.&....%m’ dnesday. 4
Au-ummummm-swa,m.wwym i
A class in Geography, from 2 to 3, Tuesday and Thursday.
rwomummmwmsmmm.
Cholr, from 4 to 5 each day.
Recreation from 5 to 6 o'clock each duy.
Supper at 6 o'clock each day.
Musie from 6 10 7. o <iaely .
Class in English Literature, 3
Cluss In theory and composition of Music, from 8 to 9, Monday and
('mMﬂthlmMSon’MA.!.

nd Lecture from 3 to 4 P. M. 3
Puﬂhmldehmn-uﬂplmntmortmhpuemwm.

-
Wiat i)

NOTICE TO APPLICANTS.

NOTICE TO APPLICANTS.

This school is strictly educational, and not for the treatment of
disease. The annual term cominences the first Wednesday in Sep-
tember and closes the fourth Wednesday of June, giving July and
August as a vacation in which the pupils visit their homes and
friends.

Scholars from lowa, of suitable age and capacity for education,
and who conform to the regulations of the institution, will receive
their boarding and instruction at the expense of the institution.
Their friends will be expected to furnish them with a competent
supply of clothing, and to be at the expense of their traveling to
and from the institution,

Pupils may be admitted from other States upon payment of $140
per annum.

Applications should be addressed to Orlando Clarke, Principal,
Vinton, Benton county, Iowa, and should contain answers to the
following questions :

1st: What is the name, age, residence, nativity, and cause of
blindness of the applicant?! Who is the nearest friend, and to
what post office should the reply be sent?

2d : Is the applicant of sound mind, free from contagions diseases,
and of sufficient physical strength to receive an education ¢

3d: Is he or she totally blind ¢ 1f not, ix the degree of blind-
ness such as to prevent the acquirement of an education in a school
for the seeing ? ‘ :

4th: How has the applicant been heretofore employed f what in-
struction has he or she received, and at what age did he or she be-
come blind ¢

5th: Who will provide clothing for the applicant, and take
charge of him or her during vacation ?

Upon proper answers to the foregoing questions, parties interes-
ted will be notified as to the result of the application.





