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(Fentlemen cof the Board of Eduoation
and of the General Assembly :
In conformity with an aet of the Board of Education, entitled

* An act to provide for the eloction and to define the duties of the

Seeretary of the Board of Eduecation,” I beg leave to submit the
- following
1 REPORT:
' On the 14th day of January, 1858, I filed my Bond with the
- Secretary of State, and entered npon my official dutics. With as
' little delay as possible, I had the Acts aud the Journal of the
1 Board of E&!mﬁou printed and distributed as required by law,—
ten thousand copies of the former and five hundred copies of the
e e T e
Acts, soventy-five ul on in
office. 1 also had two thoosand tive hundred copies of the roport
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to the Board of Edu-
cation, st their first regular Session, printed as provided by a res-
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1t is scarcely necessary that I allpde to the embarrassments un-
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‘inconvenience, and the progress of our schools would have J

on seriously retarded. Since the Acts of the Board of Educa:
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tion hiave taken effect, the confusion resulting from the causes ""?"
pamed hus gradually disappeared, and I feel warrsated in saying
that our schools are now in as prosperons a m“d"“,’“ as could
reasonably bo expected, in view of the heavy financial pressure
that has overshadowed all the interests of the country for the past
two years,
I visited the Judicial Districts of the State in the following or-
der:
The third District, Augnst 17th, 1859, at Quiney, in the county
of Adams. The following County Superintendents were present:
Edmund Homan, of Adams County.
James W, MceDill, of Union Couonty.
Wendell Poor, of Ringgold County.
E, D, Bulen, of Taylor County.
B. B. Hutton, of Page County.
Wm. C. Means, of Moutgomery County.
Jamos W, Hrown, of Ciess Connty.
Mr. Rue, of Pottawattamie, Mr. Bell, of Fremont, and Mr,
Beott, of Clarke, were reported sick.
The foorth District, Angust 25th, 1859, at Dennison, in the
County of Crawford.  Superintendents present,
Thomas Dobson, of Orawford County.
Charlea Amy, of Callionn County.
The eighth District, October 1st, 1859, at Marion, in the County
of Linn. Buperintendents present, "
Albert Manson, ot Linn County.
H. W. Lathrap, of Johnson County.
The uinth Distriet, October 4th, 1859, at Independence, in the
County of Buchanun. Superintendents present,
O P. Roszell, of Buchanan County.
Troman Steed, of Black Hawk County. -
The tenth District, October 6th, 1859, at West Union, in the
County of Fayctte. Superintendents present, '
8, W, Cole, of Fayette County.
. 4.0, Strong, of Chickasaw County.
Alonzo Brown, Clayton County.
The seventh District, October 18th, 1859, at Davenport, in the
Gounty of Scott.  Superintendents present, Vg
A, 8, Kissell, of Scott Conunty.
J. Van Antwerp, of Olinton County,

_ T

The first District, October 15th, 1859, at Barlington, in the
County of Des Moines. Superintendents present,
R. J. Graff, of Des Moines County.
John A, Nann, c;' Lew &uuty
E. W. Gray, of Hen unty.
The sixth Di{u-ict, Ocl'o’ber 18th, 1859, at Oskalooss, in the
County of Mahaska. Supo;nwndanctao present,
J. M. Longhridge, of Mahaska Conuty.
The second i):tr:ﬂgt,&Omher 20th, 1850, at Albia, in the County
ot Monroe. Buperintendents prosent,
E. M. Bills, of Monroe County.
John Anderson, of Lucas County. A
The cleventh District, November 4th, 1859, at Webster City, in
the County ot Hamilton. Superintendents present,
E. H. Blair, of Hamilton County.
Jacob Davidson, of Wright County.
W. N. Davidson, of Franklin County.
J. M. Comstock, of Iardin County.
The fifth District, November 24th, 1850, st Adel, in the County
of Dallas. Superintendents present, o
Joseph R. Reed, of Dallas County.
Geo. 8. Walton, of Greene County. _ _
I am unable to assign any reason why the attendance at these
meetings was so extremely limited, upoehlly in the older portions
of the State, where the facilities for traveling are much better than

they are in the new and partially settled Counties. 1 think, how-
ever, that it may be attributed to various canses, and among the
most prominent is probably the fict that no provision is made for
defraying the expenses of the Superintendents in guing to and
trom the place of meeting. Tt is ulso true, thut many of these of
ficers either expected to be, or nctually had been superscded atthe
reguldr election in October, and were therefore less inclined to in-
cur the expenses of the trip, without some remuncration, In &
| es the salary of the Supcrintendent is
ﬁ%ﬂw sufficient to defray his
, in the legitimate duties of his offiee in
the County. Itis not unreasonuble, therefore, to conclude that
some of them were actually pecuniarily unable to attend the meet-
ings appointed by the Secretary of the Board. Others doubtless
tailed to attend from sheer neglect, or indifference. Notwith-
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standing my disappointment in meeting so limited a numbel" of
them at my regular appointments, I had the pleasure of conferring,
personally, with many of them in my travels through the State,
and of eliciting much information relative to the workings of our
school system, under the present law. In these interviews, 1 en-
deavored to avall myself of the result of their personal observa
tion, in ascertaining what really were the leading objections to
the law. On this point [ found quite a diversity of sentiment.
Bome were of opinion that the law in the main was a good one,
susceptible, however, of improvement in gome of its less impor-
tant provisions, yet they doubted the practicability of making any
amendments, lest any attempt at legislation might prove detri-
mental to certain teatures which they regarded essential. Hence
they preforred that no changes should be made. Others, again,
were favorable to its general provisions, but considered additional
legislation essentially necessary, to render it efficient and accepta:
ble to the people. A third class, limited in number, however, re-
garded ull its leading features as objectionable, and were there
fore in fuvor of ite repeal, snd the substitution of an entirely dif-

ferent system. The views of these officers, as far as my observa-

tion has extended, constitute & sort of index to the sentiments of
the people. In order to get information in a tangible form, 1 re-
quested the Superintendents to farnish me, in connection with
their annual report, & brief statement of their views, relative to the
operations of the law, and also suggestive of any amendments
they might deem necessary, 1 have appended these statements
in full, to this report, and beg leave to refer you to them for & more
complete exposition of the opinions of the Superintendents.

There seem to be but three objections of any note to the law:

First—That the system is 0o expensive.

Second—The district organization is too intricate.

Zlhird—The office of County SBuperintendent is inexpedient or
superfluons,

I propase very briefly to notice these objections in the order
above stated. And first as to the expense of the system. The

objection is not founded in truth, and is doubtless the result of

hasty lmpressions, rather than of correct information. In proof of
this, let us contrast the expense incurred under our present and
tormer systems in one of the older conntics:—tuke, for example,
the county of Cedar, which contains, according to the recent State
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Censns, & population ot 12,175. The expenses of a certain school

district iu that county for the year commencing April 1st, 1857,

and ending March 31st, 1858, under the old law, were as follows:
Amount paid Secretaries for collecting School house

L S A A R L s~ Tk L U S S R 8179 79
Amonnt paid Secretarics for collecting Rate Bills.. . 158 65
Amount paid Secretaries for Incidental Expenses . . 24 00

R P T £362 44

For the year commencing April 1st, 1858, and ending March
31st, 1859 —under the new law,—they were, for salary of Secre
tary, § 40 00,

Thus showing & decrease in the annual expenditures of the die-
trict, under the operation of the new law, of §329 44,

The expenses of the Connty for the period first named, were ns

follows @
Amount paid School Fund Commissioner for salary

and contingent expenses. ... ... .. ... T AN 51 £365 00
Amonnt paid Seeretaries for collecting School-house -
TRES S s o U o S SRS B 420

Amount paid Seeretaries for collecting Rate Bills.. 575 0
Amount paid Secretaries for salaries ... ... . ... ase 0o

TORad SRSt , oA e 81,728 88

The expenses of the county for the period last named, were,
For salary ot County Superintendent . ... ......... 8450 00
For salary of District Secretaries. ... ............. 275 0o
L] i
Total amount. ........... a1 PTRE 00

Showing a decrease in the annual exponditures of the county,
for school purposes, nnder the new luw, of §1,003 8s.

Agnin: sappose two-thirds of the annual expenditures of Gedar
county, ,nmfu uder the _‘ﬂﬂfhw.ib be an average of the annual expen-
ditures of the eighty-one counties from which we had reports
for the year, from which our figares ure taken, and we then have
as a total sonual expenditure of the State, $93,850 52, of which
$29,204 21 was paid for the salarics of School Fund Commission-
era, and the remainder, § 84,165 31, for the compensation and



tees :Jl' District Secretaries. Take also the same avernge under
the new law, for the eighty-six counties, from which we had re-
ports for the year, from which our figures are taken, and we have
$41,566 77 as the total annual expenditures of the State. Deduet
from the foregoing amount the sum paid County Superintendents
for salary, which, in the absence of authentic information, we as-
snme to be $25,000, (believed from the partial data in our posses-
sion to be very nearly correct,) and we have $16,566 77 as the
amount paid for the annual compensation of District Secretaries,
showing a decrease in the annual expenditures of the districts un-
der the new law; of $47,588 54, and of $51,792 75, in the annual
expenditures of the State.

Take another test, which varies the amounts a little, but shows
very nearly the same proportion between the old and new laws.
For the respective years from which our estimates are taken, the
number of persons between the ages of five and twenty-one years,
reported under the old law were, for the State, 203,408, and for
the county of Cedar, 4,534; and the number reported under the
new law were, for the State, 233,927, and for the county of Cedar,
4,612,  As before stated, the annual expenditures of this county,
nnder the old law, were $1,728 88, and under the new law, $725.
Now, divide the annual expenditures of the county, under the old
law, by 4,634, the number of pupils reported, and it shows the
snnual expense of the old system to be thirty-cight cents and one
mill for each pupil, or $77,408 45 for the whole number of pupils
reported in the State under the old law. By the same process,
taking the annusl expenditures of the county under the new law,
as & basis, it will appear that sixteen cents is the annusal expense
tor each pupil, or $37,428 32 for the whole number of pupils re-
ported under the new law; showing under the new law a decrease
in the annual expenditares of the State, of $40,070 13, although
the population between the ages of five and twenty-one had mean-
while increased fifteen per cent.

I'will also present another case from a different comnty. The
annual expenses of five adjoining districts, as organized under
the old law, for compensation and fees ot District Secretaries
were §01 50. Under the new law, the five districts are emhraceti
in one, and the amount paid the Secretary for the year was $15;
and this was the sum total of the expenses incurred, showing a,
decrease in the annual expenditures under the new law, of $76 50,

or $15 30 for each district as tormerly organized. There were
seventy nine districts in the county under the old organization,
and there are nineteen under the present. Assuming the districts
named to be a fuir average, (and their locality warrants this as-
sumption, they being in a remote part of the county,) it will ap-
pear that the decrease in the annual expenditures of the county,
under the new law, is $1,208 70, equal to the compensation of the
County Superintendent for two years.

It is not pretended that the foregoing estimates are strictly ac-
curate, but they approximnate the truth, and show clearly that our
present system is more economical than our lormer onej and if
the facts could be fully given, it is believed that they would pre-
sent a statement more favorable to the operations of the new law
than our estmates do. It will be perceived that the decrease in
expenditures arises chiefly from our present district organization,
and this will not appear strange when we become acquainted with
the fact that under the old law we had 8,265 districts, and only
932 under the new one, as shown by the reports of the late State
Superintendent, It is also worthy of note that the whole amount
paid for the salaries of Sehool Fund Commissioners and the fees of
District Secretaries for the colleetion of taxes and rate bills, was
taken directly from the funds that would otherwise have acerued
to the districts for school purposes, amounting at a low estimate
to $61,281 86, so that they get just that much maore for school pur-
poses, under the present law, than they did under the former one.
For it will be remembered that the salaries of School Fund Com-
missioners were paid from the interest of the School Fund, and
the fees ot the District Secretaries, by far the heaviest item of
expense to the districts under our former law, from the funds
which they collected. ol

The next head under consideration, is the intricacy of our pre-
sent, district orgenization ; and there is 8 degree of plansibility in
the objections uxrgvc{ against it. 1 am satistied, however, that
much of the dissatisfaction has arisen from a partial misapprehen-
sion of the law on this point, and the temporary inconvenience
produced in the older counties, by the change trom the old to the

ew system. The construction of that portion of the law is quite
different in difterent parts of the State. The only objection of
any force that I huve heard urged againet the present district sys-
tem, is éelative to the cunstruction of school houses. Bome one or
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two sub-districts frequently want schoo! houses, when the town-
ship district is nnwilling to incar the expense -of building them.
The sub-districts, therefore, ask that they be invested with the
power to build when they desire to do go, and at their own ex-
se, without consulting the township district. Whether this
change wonld be politic, is exceedingly questionable, and certainly
would not be as equitable as the present provision. The people of
the more densely populated portions of the township district, be-
ing already provided with echool houses, are diepoecq to be a little
arbitrary, and perhaps rather selfish also, in providing for the
more isolated and thinly settled sub-districts. Hence the objee-
tion, so far as the construction of school houses is concerned, is
not in reality the fault of the law, but of those who administer it,
or rather who fail to administer it. The same difficulty oceurs
in the establishment of schools. Sub-distriets, having no school
houses, are consequently left without schools, and the money
drawn by the enumeration of their children, and designed by the
law to be used for their special benefit, is applied elsewhere. This
is all attribatable to the delinquency of the township district and
ita authorities, and not to the law, as the law provides for the
erection of the houses and the establishment of the schools, This
state of things, therefore, only shows that the law may be evaded,
and rather indicates the necessity of more stringent provisions.
The provision for varying the per centum of the tax voted by
the dietrict meeting for school house purposes, is somewhat am.
biguous, and has created much prejudice against the present dis-
trict system. For the construction given it by the undersigned,
you are respectfully referred to my letter, of April 1st, 1859, to T,
O. Bishop, Esq., of Fairview, Jones County, presented herewith,
My impression is, that if this feature ot the law was correctly un-
derstood and faithfully administered, much of the trouble growing
out of & misconstruction of it, wonld be removed. There is evi-
dently sufficient indefinitenecss about it to render a correct con-
struction very difficult, and it is proper to add that the complaint
against it is very general, and I believe that a large proportion of
the people are in favor of its repeal, and the substitution of some
other system. I think it desirable o avoid radical changes, unless
they are essentially necessary, as every new provision involves a
series of difficulties arising from misapprehension and misconstrue-
tion. Hence I am not fully persuaded that any material change

11

in the present case wonld be productive of good, and I am quite
at a loss, in the event an alteration is made, to determine what
ghould be snbstitnted. To remodel and simplify the 17th clause
of section 37 (the provision under consideration), and empower
each sab.district to determine by a vote the question ot building a
school house, and if they decide in favor of it, make it the duty of
the Board ot Directors to levy a tax on the taxable property of the
township district, and constroct the house without any further vote
by the township district, may partially if not wheily remove the
difficulty.

Sub-distriets already provided with school honses, object to being
taxed for the construction of schoel houses in other sub-districts,
but our present law, if properly understoed and strictly complied
with, works no injury to the older sub districts; for the time will
soon come when they will have to substitute new houses for those
they now have, and they will then have the reciprocal aid of the
wew sub districts in doing it. This feature of reciprocal aid is also
applicable to all repairs made on school houses built under our
tormer organization. The formation of school districts is the chiel
source of trouble in the establishment of a school system, and hence
the most mature deliberation is necessary in the enactment of any
provision for that purpose. As 1 shall have occasion to allude to
the subject again, I shall dismiss it tor the present.

Next and last in order ia the office of County Bups;ﬁnte:;den{t 1;:
Common Schools. The rincipal argument against it is, that it
attended ::ﬁ.too much fxpeual:l qa:dg?l therefore impracticable for
the present. With the view of testing this objection, I requested
the Buperintendents to report the amount received for salary from
the first Monday in April, 1858, to the first Monday in April, 1859,
but many ot them have failed to do so. The following is & list of
the counties that have reported, showing in addition to the salaries
ot Oonnty Superintendents, the salaries of Sehool Fund Oommis-
sioners for the year ending Msrch 51st, 1858, and the present
population of the counties:

" |
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———— m:&’-tf_ ary asd thIIl WJI'- slua
COUNTIEN 1""’”‘“"‘“—1”&:2';"':“' __,___i

Adair : 00 15.00 1,01
1 -l R 2500 $es00 1418
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R0 16001 20 4583 118,50 865
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BORIAPS s vt o e Gas s b 1 56.20 120,00 680
A AN A | 11916 17500, 9,754
e A N e | 500.00 g0s.00| 8,393
Ry oL e T 1 900.00 500.00| 16,299
I U SR AR | 50,00 240.00 519
J L s 0 i + 637.50 265.00, 9,193
Jefferson. .. .. | 47500, 356.50| 14478
Jones =P R 700,00 SU0LO0 13470
I s e e 50.00 180,00 310
S A Sy 15 h ot 1,200.00 860.00 31,242
7 M RO 3 900. 540.00, 17,720
T R B | 750.00 285,00 16,167
SIS 150, o rasiivowa Sl omion : 300.00 39500, 4,381
o ot 4 P8 v onf 1y o+ 300 454.77) 8674
MC LR N l 4’5.% 385-00' ll‘”a
) TN R 195, 865.00 2,507
= A 500, 30100 5346
’ T e R ] 1 ’lﬁ.oo 13&7 s'm
WO T BB e o s « | 200.00 570.00, 2,596
Winneshoik. .. .. cooovuuans 500.00 420,001 12,211
Wright. ... .. .one. B i 42,00 115,00 632
. T pe—— TR T 815,100,007 §14,257,55 K6, 748
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Thus it will be seen that in forty Connties, including three of
the largest in the State, and st least ten of the sccond class, the
annua] compensation of the County Superintendents, under the
new law, exceeds the annnal com of the Fund Commis
sioners under the old law, only $540.35. This {s the only credit
which the old system has against $51,792.75, saved in the snnnal
expenditares of the State under the new. The Seperintendent of
Dubuque County, informs me that his compensation has been re-
duced the present year from $1,800, as it appears in the toregoing
statement, to §800. Similar reductions are reported from other
Countics. But while the expense incident to the office of County
Superintendent, under the new law, seems to be greater than that
pertaining to the office of Fund Commissioner, it is really less,
owing to the fact that the former, ar required by law, was pald in
specie, and the latter in County Warrants, which in many of the
Conntics are subject to a considerable depreciation. In order,
therefore, to instituto a fair comparison, it is proper to reduce these
County Warrants to a specio basis! Their specie valae ranges, in
the several Counties, from twenty-five to ninoty cents on the dol-
lar. In the County of Pottawattamie, 1 learned, incidentally, that
the compensation of the Superintendent (a man well qualified for
the position, by the "g:; the past your, was $200, oqoivalent
to ahout $60 in eash. From another County, I learned that the
salary was $100, equivalent to $25 in cash. T might present many
similar cases, bt those already given are sufficient for my pur
gso. ~ Assuming, then, that the average dopreciation of Connty

arrants is twenty per cent, (and any one familiar with the finan-
cial condition of the several Qountios, must admit that it is a low
estimate,) we reduce the aggregate amount paid -County Superin.
tendents in the 40 Counties above named to $12,088.52, thus mak-
ing it $2,172.08 less than the aggregate amonnt paid Fund Com-
missioners. This methed of reasoniing Way he met with the reply,
that the Connty pays the whole amount, and hence the deduction
for depreciation is unwarranted. Our rejoinder is, that it pays it

1 depreviated paper, and if it was paid _
ould answer the purpose. The people in their corporato eapacity,
constitute the Connty, and pay theirstaxes with this doprecated
paper at pay, while the actual amount they pay into the County
%:entuy in specie, is twenty per cont less than the amoant of their

in oash, n much less sum
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taxes, and hence the amount paid Connty Superintendents isreally
twonty per cent leas than than it purports to be.
From the facts gathered from the 40 counties that have reported,
it is evident that the sum paid for the salaries of all the County
intendents in the Btate, does not exceed $20,204.21, (it is
very donbttul whether it is equal to it,) the amount psid for sala-
ries of Fund Commissioners, from which deduct the twenty per
cent, and we have $25,863.37, as the total amount paid the Super-
intendents under the new law, or §5,840.84 less than that paid the
Fund Commissioners under the old law. We are unable there
fore 1o see the force of the objection against the County Superin.
tendency on the score of expense. If the office is necessary, a
roasonable expenditure for its support constitutes no valid objee-
tion to it. That it or some similar office is necessary, cannot be
denied, and in case it is abolished, I am unable to suggest a sub.
stitute for it, that will cost less, and at the eame time he pro-
ductive of a8 much good. 11t is well filled, and its duties faith-
fully administered, | consider it the life and soul of the systom.
At the same time, [ am satisfied that it is unpopular with the peo-
ple, yot I believe that with some modifications and a few years’
esperience, it will be regarded with sa much favor, as it now is
with distrust. Some of the Superintendents themselves advoeate
its discontinnance. Many of them, however, regard its continu-
ance essontial to eur edncational interests; and it is proper to add
that this opinion has been us freely expressed by those who have
retired from it, a8 by the present incumbents. I do not believe
that any ot them have been actuated by sinister motives, but have
expressed their views frankly and candidly for or against it. To
render our school system efficient, it must have some representa-
tive head in the Countics. The experiments of other States con-
firm this nssertion. Pennsylvania, after many years' experience,

sdheres to her County Superintendency., New York institnted and”

then abolished it, and has subscquently restored it—or what is sub-
stantially thoe same thing, a Buperintendent for each Assembly
District, making in some cases two or three officers for one
Oounty. The new Qounties of onr State have some canse of dis-
satisfaction. They ure really unable to compensate a competent
and efficient officer, and if they elect one, he is unable to devote
his time to his official duties without compensation. In this way
the oftice becomes merely nominal, and at least tails to enlist the

T
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sympathies and co-operation of the poople, if it does not really in-
cur their opposition. But the settlement of the country will grad-
ually remedy this difficulty,

I trust it will not be inferred, from the facts and estimates 1
have presented, that my design has been to make a sort of special
plea in favor of our school system, as now coustituted. Such is
not the fact. I have simply endeavored to contrast our former,
with our present urganization, in order that we may determine
wh.ether- we have advanced or receded, and my investigations fully
satisfy me that the latter is true. Still, there is room for improv-
ment, and I am tully persuaded that the Board of Education and
the General Assembly will exercise the soundest discretion in
their deliberations, and suffer no opportunity of sdvancing our
educational interests to pass unimproved. I mm wedded to no
partizular system of education, but wish to secare that which is
the most efficient, and costs the lenst,

A great variety of gquestions concerning the administration ot
the school law, have been presented in the course of the year, all
of which T have endeavored to answer in sccordance with the
strict letter of the law. Many of them have necossurily been ans-
wered during my absence, by Mr. Josiah T. Tubby, formerly See-
retary pro tem of the Board of Education, whose services I engag-
ed as clerk when I took charge of the office. His familiarity with
the law and the diseussions attending its enactmieut, has enabled
him to do so with despatch and accuracy. Al difficult questions;
howeyer, were submitted for our mutual consultation. 1 have
issued but three cirenlars during the year, copios of which are
presented herewith, as they contain my answers to some of the
inquiries propounded. I have found that it gave better satisfac-
tion to answer these questions by special eorrespondence, than by
‘with the exeeptions above named. 1 have frequently been re-
quested to exercise the semi-legislative authority conferred upon
me by section 50, of act 8, of the Board of Education, Lut, leat T
might transcend it, I have declined doing no, excopt in a fow un-
important cases, A cnso of much interest to those concerned was
resented which seemed to demand some intervention, but after x

full mminmon, and a consnitation with several members of the
Board of Edoeation, 1 became satistiod that the provisions of see-
tion 60 were not applicable, as they are limited to defects which
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are “evidently the result of oversight.” 1 sllnde to ulrillng:e in
the western part of the State, located on the boundary line of two
adjoining counties. Under the old law the village afnd a portion
of the & ljuining territory, from each of the respective .wmmws.
constituted » school distriet.  They levied & tax and built a neat
and substantial sehool house. Under the new law, school districts
cannot extend beyoud the limits of the county in which they are
created, and in consequence of this restriction nearly half’ the in-
habitants were excluded trom the old district, and thrown into a
new organization in the county in which they resided, and were
taxed for the tonstruction of a echool house some two miles dis-
tant, and at the same time deprived of the privilege of sending
their children to one within g lew roda of their doors, for the erec-
tion of which they had previously been taxed. There are several
other cascs in the State somewhat similar, and 1 think provisions
ghould be made for their relief. I would much prefer that school
districts shoild not extend beyond the county litnits;, but in o few
cases pecessity seems to require s departure row this general
rule.

Table % A" in the appendix to this report, contains an abstract
of the reports of County Superintendents. From this abstract it
appears that there are in the State 098 organized township school

distriets, 4,574 sub-districts, 240,531 persons between the ages of

five and twenty-one years, (125,144 males; and 115,357 temnles)
4,248 sohools, 142,849 pupils attending school, with on average
attendance of 70,411, and 2,901 male and 2,363 femule teachers.
The average compensation of teachers per week is, for males $6,02,
and for fomales £1.20, The average cost of tuition per week for
each puplil is, for summer term 95 cents, and for winter term 80
gents, The aggregate amount paid teachers is §383,580,20, and
the smount of teschers fund in the hands of district tressurers is
$59,007.11, There are 2,620 district school houses, towit: 230
brick, 05 stone, 1,481 frame, and 844 log, valned at 81,040.707.41.
From this item we may infer that 1,623 of cur public schools are
‘tanght in rented hounses; but the next item seems to indicate at
least the partial removal of this defect. The amount of tax levied
in scliool districts during the year is, for the erection of school
houses 163,747,568, tor teachers fund $160,511.74, for” contingent
exponses $67,241.43, and for district libraries $370 35 The amonnt
of public movey received from the county treasury is §361,265.59.
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This item refers to the interest of the school fund and the county
-e.hn?l tax, which by law is paid into the county treasury, and ap-
portioned snnually to the distriets by the County Judge. The
number of volumes in district libraries is 627, and the value of
apparatus is $2,484.90.

These estimates in some cases are not strictly reliahle, For in-
stance, under the head of “amount reised in the distriet during
the year by tax, &e.,” in some districts the per cont simply is
stated, and hence in all such cases the amonnt raised does not ap-
pear in .!'.he respective columns under the above head. It is also
uncertain whether the amount collecfed during the year is given,
or the awmount levied. 1 presume as & general thing the latter is
true. Iu reporting the “aggregate number of days the schoeols of
the district have been taught,” some distriets have given only the
averaye, while others have given the aggrogate, us the law contem-
piates. Itis impossible, therefore, to derive any satisfactory intor-
mation from the figures given under this head.

‘ Thera is an item embraced in the abstract to which, from its
intimate connection with auy contemplated changes in our district
organization, [ desire to call spocial attention.  refer to the 4074
sub-districts. These sub-districts are a fair representation in size
and population of our regular school, districts ander the old law.
The report of the Sup't of Pub. Instruction, of November, 1857, the
lnst made under the old law, shows that we then had 3,265 organ-
ized districts, and the abstract betore us shows that we now have
993. The increase of population, and the constant necessity for
creating new school districts; would have increased the number, it
:.30 old law hﬁaMﬁMinf;’:Lw to 4,674 at the present time.
Now suppuse the average annual compensation of the Secretary
and Treasurer of each of these districts to be 810, ($5 each,) wo
lrave #45,740, as the sunual compensation of theso officers for the
State. The compensation of similar officers under the new law,

does not vary veiy materislly from that of their predecessors under
the old law. But suppose the average for the State under the new
law to be fitty per cent greater than it was under tho old—say $15
—($7.50 for and $7.50 tor Treasurer) and we have as the

total amount for the State $14,875, or $30,845 less than the som
required under the old law—being more than the totsl annual com-
pensation of County Superintendents. This estimate is confined

to the ?omt paid for the salaries of Becretary and Treasurer, avd
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Joes pot inclade the eollection fees, of from five to ten per eent on
the amount collected, paid them under the old lsw..

Table “B" is a statement of the annual appertionment of .tht-.
interest of the permanent school fuad among the several counties,
made by the Aunditor of State on the 17th day of March, 18.59. Its
conneetion with our educational history, is deemed a sufficient rea-
son for inserting it in this report. The number of persons between
the ages of five and twenty-one ycars is 233,927, and the smount
appertioned is §145,084.74, being 62 cents for each person. A
large proportion of the persons reported do. not avail themselves ot
the privilege of attending school. Our statistics show only 142 840
in regulsr attendance, so that we have really about one dollar-for
each pupil. The interest added to the county school tax, gives
$361,265.59 as the total amount of publie money apportioned in the
State, being about $2.52 for each pupil sttending school. The bal-
ance required for the supportof the schools is raised by district tax.

By section 56 of “ An act for the public instruction of the State
of Towa,” of March 12th, 1858, the sum of one thousand dollars is
appropriated annually to aid in defraying the expenses of Teach-
ors’ Institutes. Fifty dollars of the sum appropriated for the pres-
ont year was applied for the benefit of an Institute in Bremer
County, on an application made in the latter part of 1858, to the
Superintendent of Public Instruction. I have appointed 14 Insti-
tutes nnder the above provision, and have appropriated the sum of

$50 for each, to wit:

Van Buren County, at Koosauqua, April 4, 1850, £50,00
Buochanan “  at Independence, May 9, * 50,00
Polk “  at Des Moines, August 22, 50,00
Benton “  at Vinton, August 29, “ 50,00
Marion “  at Knoxville, * " 50,00
Black Hawk “ at WII.GI'IOO, 1 i “w m'm
Mahaska *  at Oskaloosa, Sept. 12, * 50,00
Hardin “  atlowa Falls, * o 50,00
Madison “ gt Winterset, “ 19, « 50,00
Decatur “  at Leon, nall » 50,00
Jasper “  at Newton, “ 26, " 50,00
Marshall “ ' at Marshall, <« & o 50,00
Wayne *  at Olio, October 3, “ 50,00
Cedar “ at TiptOB, @ % “® 50,00

Total amount. $700,00

-

10

This leaves & balance of the appropriation, not vet drawn, of
§250,00, for which applications are already on file. It is to be re-
gretted that the appropriation is not sufficient to adwit of a greater
number of these meetings. They are a source of much informa-
tion to the teachers, and exercise a very salutary influence npon
the people. I am satisfied that we cannot rely upon other Staves
for a supply of teachers. We must educate and train them at
home. The trath is, the success of onr school system depends in
a great messure upon the efficiency of our teachers. A few well
qualified and energetic teachers in each county, who have become
permanently identified in feeling and interest with the people, will
Jdo more for the cause of education than any other influence we
can apply, with donble the expenditure of means. Henes, if we
are actuated by no higher motives, self-intevest alone should
prompt us to aid and encourage them in every manner possible.
[ the protession of teaching were as luerative as it is laborions,
then our gid wonld be unealled for. In no protession do we wit-
ness g0 muech patient endurance and selfsacrifice, for so small a
remuneration, as in that of teaching. 1 would therefore beg leave
to suggest the propriety of inereasing the appropriation, and of*
naking it the duty of the County Judge of each county in which
the meetings are held, to furnish a room for the purpose at the
expense of the connty. ' '

It is proper to add that I appointed an Institute in Jackson
County, at Bellevue, on the 26th of September, 1850, and for-
warded a warrant for $50,00, bat owing to the protracted iliness
of the County Superintendent, it was not held, and the warrant
has since been returned, and is ineluded in the above balance.

During my absence last fall, & communication was received
trom the Rev. Samuel Storrs Howe, under date of ber Sth,
1859, formally tendering to the Secretary and to the of Ed-
ucation the use of the columns of the Literary Advertiser and
Public School Advoeate, upon certain conditions, ws a permanent
medizm of offieial comuiunication with the several school officers
and gchool districts in the State, Not feeling nuthorized to uot
npon such a proposition, I have deemed it proper to present the
matter for your consideration. ’

Allow me, in conclugion, to add a tew suggestions relative to
amendments. As before stated, I am averse to radical changes,
unless they are regarded indispensable, and 1 very much doubt
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the expediency of any such changes at present.  Were it not for
this conviction, my reeommendations wonld assame an entirely
different character, Under existing cireumstances, I would ree
ommend the continuance of the office of County Superintendent,
with sueh modifications as will probably obviate some of the ob-
jections to it. The salary should be definitely fixed, and not left
in part subject to the action of the presidents of school districts as
ut present, It is also my impression that it will be better to elect
the County Superintendent at the time of electing school distriet

I concur fully with the late Superintendent of Public Instrue
tion, Mr, Fisher, in regard te large districts. He recommended
the township system with some hesitation, not because he doubted
its utility, but because he foresaw the tewporary inconvenience
that must necessarily arise from the change from an old to a new
system; and in this particular I can tully appreciate his feelings.
Large districts give us a much more eflicient and less expensive
organization. Indeed, if each county were constituted a school
district, they wonld be none too large, if the people were preparedi
for what would now be deemed so ultra a measure. [t is to be
regretted that the early educators and legislators ot the county
over incorporated the teature of small districts into their common
school systems, The precedent established by them, has obtained
#0 firm & hold on the public mind, that none of those who have
sucoeeded them are willing to assume the responsibility of depart-
ing materially from it, Bat the organization of districts and sub-
districts under the present law, and the connection existing be-
tween them, does not entirely meet my approval, It is too com-
Mlicated to be readily nnderstood and administered, and econse.
quently leads first to confusion and diseord, and ultimately to neg-
lect and indifference smong the people of the district.

It it were deemed adyisable to re-recognize the entire districit
ayatem, L should withont hesitation recommend that each Congres-
sional township be created a permanent School Distriet, and thae
the Sub-Distriets be abolished. This general rule would require
somo special provisions tor the tractional townships, and those
traversed by the larger streams, and for the formation of districts
frem parts of two or more adjoining townships ; and in extreme
CHACH, i‘romplru of two or more adjoining counties. Each town
or village, with a restricted portion of the adjoining territory,
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should constitute a separate Sechool Distriet, subject to some-
what different regulations, and the remsinder of the township
should be erected into one or two districts, us might best sub
serve the interests of the inhabitants. Then let each district
be divided into not less than nine election precinets, for the
election of one director from each, who together should constitute
the Board of Directors for the district, with power to eleet a pre-
sident from their own namber, and a secretary and treasurer of
the district, (the secretary of the district to act in the same capa-
city for the Board of Directors,) from the district at large. Divide
the Board ot Directors into three elases, to be determined by lot
among themselves, the first class to continue in office for one, the
second for twe, and the third for three years, and their successors
to be chosen annually thereafter, for a term of three years. Give
them power to levy taxes (not exceeding a certain per cent. for
each yeur,) build school honses, and establish schools at such
points in.the districts as the convenience of the people might re-
quire, and make it their duty to do so upon the written applica-
tion of a certain number of legal voters in any settlement in the
distriet not provided with a scheol. Make it their duty, betore
levying any tax for school house purposes, to ascertain, as nearly
as poseible, the amount of district tax for that purpose, heretolore
paid by each property holder in the district as now formed, under
former district organizations, within a stated period, and then an-
thorize them to exempt such persons, annually, from a certain
per centage of the tax levied until they are tully reimbursed after
which time all the property in the district wonld pay an egual por
cent. of the taxes levied.

Such are the outlines of a plan tor the organization of school
districts that my past experience and observation induce mo to
vonsider best adapted to our wants; but it is perhaps unwise to
attempt its introdaetion at present. It is in many respects similar
to onr present system, and is presented more with a view to some
modification of this partienlar feature ol our present law, than to
its adoption. The idea relative to an equalization of the echool
house tax, it is believed would be a judicious change in the provi.
sions of our present lnw for varying the tax.

My only preference for the Congressional over the Civil Town-
ship organization is, that through the former we RECUTe perinanen-
ey and uniformity (two important features) of district limits, while
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under the latter, our district boundaries are subject to perpetual
changes. If the present system is continued, it is hoped that the
General Assembly will remedy this defect. Every change made
in the boundaries of a civil township by the County Judge, affects
 the boundaries of our districts and sub-distriets, and is attended
with much inconvenience, and often great injnstice to our schools.
Permanency, vimplicity and (fficiency, are the three essentinl ends
to be attained in the formation of school districts; and indeed |
way add, in the establishment of & school system. Prudence scems
to dietate that our only safe policy is, to amend the present law
with these ends in view; and in doing so, to make as few changes
as possible in order #o render it acceptable and useful to the people.
It is at once my duty and my plessure to eo.operate with you in
arduous labors. I am confidently assured that you clearly
comprehend the fall scope of the vital interests entrusted to your
care, and humbly trust that Divine Wisdom may guide you in
your deliberations, and that your efforts may be erowned with the
most permanent und salutary resulte,
I have the heovor to be,
Vory respectfully
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS H. BENTON, Jr,

Secratary of the Board.

APPENDIX.

My original intention was to present the written Reports of the
County Superintendents entire, but finding it :mpnﬁael.bh to do
so, I have simply given such extracts as refer more particnlarly to

the operations of the law. -
Seo'y ov e Boaxp or EpveaTion.



EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORTS OF

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

ADAIR COUNTY.

I think the schools of this county are in as flonrishing condition
as could be expected in a newly settled county. There is a great
searcity of Text Books thronghont the county, or rather there are
too many kinds. We have had excellent tenchers this last year.

GEORGE W. WHITE, Co. Sup't.

———

ADAMS,.

In my view, the present school system is well adapted to the
advancement of the interests of Edueation in our State, though
susceptible still of great improvement. I also think that it is rap-
idly growing into favor with the people of this county. The schools
of the county, though not what they should be, or what we hope
soon to see them, exhibit decided evidence of labor on the part of
teachers and pupils; consequently our schools are in a better con-
dition than at the time ot our last annual report.

There have been taxes levied and school houses built during the
past year, but a number of houses are still needed in the county.

I would suggest as an amendment to the law, either that the
Distriot Board of Directors be authorized to levy tax for building
purposes without a vote, or that each sub-district be empowored to
levy its own tax and build its own house. The above, I think per-
haps vrznld save some trouble, and cause some more houses to be
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built than otherwise will be erected soon. In the majority of the
sehools all the branches required by law in a teacher’s certificate
are tanght, and few of them have gone beyond this.

EDMOND HOMAN, Co. Sup't.

BENTON.

I would suggest the following changes in the law now in iorce:

1st—That the civil townships, in all casea, be made school dis-
tricts, and that the property held by districts formed out of two
townships, be appraised and sold for the benefit of the sub-districts
from which the money was raised by tax to purchase the same.

2d—That the Township Board of Directors he constituted of n
President, Secretary and Tressurer, and that all the business for
the entiré township be transacted by these officers, who shall be
paid for their services a reasonable compensation,

3d—That the sub-district system be abolished.

4th—That a Teachers’ Institute, at the expense of the county
be held in each county in Iowa annually, '

5th—That the galary of the County Superintendent be fixed at
the same as that of the Olerk of the District Court, and be paid
out of the school tax,

6th—That he shall not be compelled to visit the schools in his
county more than once per annum, and that in making his tour of
visitation he be directed to deliver a lecture explanatory of the law
and in favor of the Common School system in each county. ‘

JOSEPH DYSART, Co. Sup’t.

BOONE.

The machinery of the present schoel system, is too cumbrons
and expensive, The District Board system never will work weil
uor give the people any satisfaction. The sub-districts ought to
have power to hire their teachers, and levy taxes for all purposes,
_llonoy onght not to pass into the haunds of District 'I'reunrdrl,
nor sub-directors, but be paid out by the county financial oﬁm,
who has control of the general school fund, (who in my opinion,
onght to be the County Superintendent.) to be paid out semi-

annually, say the first Mondays in April and October, to accommn-
modate both summer and winter schools, thereby doing away
with a fruitful source of contention in school districts. The basis
of distribution to be, one half in proportion to the children be-
tween five and twenty-one years resident in each township; the
other halt in proportion to the seholars sent, and days kept, in
each school, g8 shown by the Teacher's register, which, when
signed by the proper officer, should be his or her warrant for
drawing from the county officer, his share of the funds, when de-
posited in proper time. By this change in the law, all would see
the propriety of keeping schools in session as long as practicable,
in order to entitle them to & greater share of the funds so distri-
buted.
The schools of this eounty are not in as prosperous condition as
I would wish to see them, owing in part to the want of money to
build proper school houses and hire a better class of teathérs, and
also the want of interest manifested by district efficers, parents,
and guardians, in careying ont the provisions of the school law.
JAMES PHELAN, Co. Sup't.

——

BLACK HAWK.

First, nine tenths of all the difficulties we have in this county,
grow out of the sub-district system, which might be obviated, if
not entirely avoided, had we the Pennsylvania township system.
Second, I understand it to have been the design of those who
framed tho Constitution, to remove the educational interests from
the arena of politics, which would be approximated, were our
County Superintendents elected when the other school officers
are, and not at the General Elections. I would, therefore, ask
your honor, for and in behalf of our children, to use yoor influence
to have this (as far as may be) removed from demagogues. Third,
we would be at least six montes in advauce of our present posi-
tion, were our school taxes collected s our road taxes are at
pregsent, Fourth, we of this eounty, hold that it is not required
of the District Trensurers to present a dratt to the County Trea-
surers for any moneys, except that levied by the County Judge,
and interest derived from permanent school fund ; from the fact
that these are the only moneys “apportioned” by said judge. If
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we are eorrect, it is impossible for the District Becretary to keep
account with the Distriet Treasurer, seeing the Jatter can draw
money trom the County Treasurers, without the knowledge of the
former. I have condensed these remarks as much as possible, as
doubtless you will have your attention called by many others.
Yet I do regard these as not wholly unimportant.

TRUMAN STEED, Co. Sup't

BREMER.

The school law operates badly in Bremer county. 1st. The
greatest objection urged agrinst the law is the size of the districts.
If esch sub-district had full powers and were entirely independent
of the balance of the township it would remedy that objection, and
also remedy likewise, No, 2, which is the number of officers creat-
ed in each township, under the present system. Their duties
might be performed by the present sub-directors, and thereby
save the expense of & Township Board. No.3. In the blindness of
the law, (if I may use that expression,) and the consequent varie-
ty of interpretations put upon different portions of it.

The above are the main objections, and in my opinion, four-
fifthe of the inhabitants of this county would preter the old school
law, with all its defects, to the present one. Had we a law with
the free school system of the present, without its cambersome de-
tails, it would give satisfaction in this county.

W. W. NORRIS, Co. Sup't,

BUTLER.

I would suggest that the township District Secretary be elected
at u different time, or that the time of reporting to the County
Superiniendents be so changed that they shall not be compelled
to report matters that have been transacted some six months pre-

vious to the election, and also that the headings of the blanks for -

the sccrotaries’ reports correspond with the blanks for the County
Superintendents’ reports; also, that the sub-directors be empower-
od to vote a tax for building school honses, snd tor teachers' fand,
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without the aid of their neighboring sub-districts ; also that when
the township distriets neglect or refuse to vote & tax for inciden-
tal expenses, that the bosrd shall levy a tax for that purpose.

D. W. MASON, Co. Sup't.

CARROLL.

I think the School Law will work very well after the people
get used toit. We get slong very well in our county, and have not
had any trouble. All of our houses are in pretty good order, and

I think we will have schools in them this winter.
W. H. PRICE. Co. Sap't.

————

CEDAR.

I have no snggestions to offer in relation to the School law, ex-
cept to allow it to remain as it is. The greatest diﬁicn%ty experi-
enced in getting the present law in operation, lies mainly in the
repugnance of communities to adapt themsoives to & new state ol
things. [ earnestly hope the law will remain unchanged.

JOSHUA MAYNARD, Co. Sup't.

—_——

CERRO GORDO.

That the present School law has its excellencies no one wlfohn
carefully examined it will deny. It tends to diffuse throngh the
county and through the State all the wisdom possessed by our
beat educators ; it renders it moro difficult for subdistricts to do
themselves injury by employing unskiliul teachers. But these
seem to me to be nearly connterbulanced by the dlﬂicultm. inter-
posed in the way of apecial effort on the part of the sub-districis
themsclves. [Reform, progress, generally commences with indi-
viduals, and with the smaller bodies. Any moditication ot the

law that would incrense the power of suv-districts to advance their

own schools, and thus furnish the appropriaste stimulus to action,
would, in my view, operate beneficially. See. 2 will undoubtedly
be made cxplicit; @ it be its meaning that & Township District
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ey in all cases draw public money, provided a school is taught in
some one of itz Sub-Districts for twelve woeks, once in two years.
I think the penalty is althgether inadequate. I think two public
examinations of Teachers annnally, say last Saturday in April,
and Jast in October, with provision for special cases, would be bet-
ter than having one each month. There is great advantage in
bringing the teachers in the ¢ounty together, in order that they
may see each others’ standing. If any sre rejected, the canse of
their rejection will be apparent.
THOMAS TENNEY, O5. Sup't.

OHIOKASAW.

Yon wish a brief statement of my views relative to the opera-
tivn of the School Law. [ admire the main features of the School
Law. 1 am decidedly of the opinion that the property of the
State ought to educate the children. The schools of the county
under the new law have made a decided advancement. In some
respeets, I think the Bchool Law could be wodified so as to be
better adapted to work in the county,

- J. 0. STRONG, Co. Sup't.

CLARKE.

Owing to the uncertain condition of our present school system,
and in view of the tact that the General Assembly may materially
alter it the coming session, I do not deem it necessary to make
mauy general remarks upon it,  As I view it, under the constitu-
tional pravision, it will be an utter impossibility for us to have &
permanent school law; or rather it will be impossible to make a
law providing for an efficient system of Public 8chools, as neither
the Board nor the Legislature alone have the power to doso. The
only remedy we have, is to get along by eommon consent, until
the Constitutional difficulty is got over, or that feature in the Con-
stitution is abrogated. Hence all suggestions in regard to onr
school laws, from me, 1 decmn wonld be mostly, if not entirely,
superfluons,

However, T would say that 1 deeidadly-npprgve of all the main
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features of our school system as organized by the present law. It
is based upon the only correet principles upon which a good sys-
tem of Pablic 8chools can be based. I am clearly in favor of the
Township District feature; but would suggest a few alterations in
some of its details. It has always been my opinion, and my expe-
rience in this county strongly eonfirms me in it, that the power to
levy taxes for the erection of school houses and contingent expen-
ses, should be put into the hands ot the Board of Direetors, under
proper restrictions, I shall not trouble you with my reasons for
it, as 1 deem it must by this time be obvious to a large majority
of the County Superintendents in the State.

I also think that the money should not be apportioned to the
sub-districts in proportion to the number of youths of lawful school
age in each; as this is retaining one of the most reprehensible
features in the old system. It gives the strong sub-districts the
benetit of much the larger share of the public fund, and an undue
advantage by this means over the weaker ones. One of the
strongest objections urged against the new school system, was,
that it would give towns, villages and densely populated neighbor
hoods a decided advantago in sharing the public fund; but had
the distribution of said fund been left to the diseretion of the Boards
of Directors, as I think was the intention of the framers of the law,
this might have been entirely obviated, and perhaps would gener-
ally have been done. '

The duty ef the respective Boards of Directors in relation to the
transier ot scholars from one Distriet Township to another, and
the manner of paying over the money to the distriet to which they
are tyansferred, do not seem to be sufliciently plain in the law.

I would suggest the propricty of the law fixing the minimum
number of echolars, as nearly as possible, that each sub.-distriet
should contain. It would prevent the Boards of Directors from
sub-dividing the districts into two small sub.districts, as some of
them seem inelined to do; and I wonld suggest that no sub.distriet
should contain less than forty or sixty youths of lawful age, unless

" cirenmstances were such that this conld not be done. I am of the

opinion that, as a general thing, each township district should be
sub-divided into not more than four sub-districts The greatest
fault in our old * independent district system,” was, perhaps, the
tendency to cat the territory up into too small districts, and onr

J
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present system does not wuard safficiently agaiost this danger, or
mj; zni‘ngf‘;z:'q:f‘:‘:: County Superintendency teature; bt wouald
nrge the propriety of the law fixing the whole salary of that officer,
and pot leaving any portion of it to the Boards of Presidents—it
in zo! uneertgin and capricious. When 4 person enters upon the
duties of that office he has no assurance whether he will got a fn‘ll
salary or not, hence he doea not know '.whal.her to devote all his
tiwe and cnergies to their discharge. His efforts and zeal must
neccssarily be erippled. The consequence is, that we cannot re-
ceive the full benefits designed by the crestion of that effice, nor
can we get the men to take the office who would be competent Lo
benedit.

Sh‘:’::nﬂ:ru sct of Mareh 12, 1858, was passed, establishing our
present system of Common Schools, that.s?'atom meE with the eor-
dial approval of a large mujority of the citizens of this connty 3 but
the decision of the Supreme Court threw a damper upon ns, m.:.d
created an impression that the system was insecure and uncertain
—_ht it is of no use to do anything, as the Legislature or Supreme
Oourt wonld more than likely undo all we might attempt to do,.g;g
—_and this state of uncertainty in the public mind has been very
fatal to anything like rapid or healthy progress in school matters.
This state of feeling will continue until the whole matter becomes

anently ecttled, and the people become satisfied that what
they may do this year, will not be undone the noftt year. There-
fore, the interests ot onr system of Publie Instruetion, the interests
ot the hundreds of thousands of the youth of Iowa. demand that
this whole matter be speedily adjnsted, and our system .ot-...Oomm?n_
Schools be placed in proper condition, and upon 4 permanent basis,

4 possible.
SRR J. H. L. SCOTT, Oo. Sup't.

DECATUR.
: vill, . 4
There is so strong an opposition to the school system, in its pre-

sent, form, among all classes, that it is impossible to get any one

man to perform the duties of bis office, as required by the law.
A etatement of my views, relative to the operation of the school

T

law, can be given in a few words; that is, repeal the whole sys-

tem, and give us one more easily understood, and abolish the office
of County Superintendent.

THOMAS JOHNSON, Co. Sup't.

DES MOINES.

I feel justified in saying, that the schools of onr county have
been much improved since our present school law went into oper-
ation,

Schools would have been kept open longer in our city, and in
several of the District Townships, it the money which was voted
and levied last fall, had been collected and roturned to the dis-
tricts last spring.

There is yet considerable opposition to the present School Law,
in our connty. The people huve been made to believe that it is
very much more expensive than the old law. The office ot Coun-
ty Superintendent is particularly objected to, on sccount of the
salary.

1 have visited the echools of the county twice, and many of
them oftener, since the date of my last report.

We have organized a Connty Teacher’s Association, which I
think has greatly benefitted our teachers. The regular meetings
are held on the first Saturday of each month. We propose hold-
ing an institute this fall or winter.

I think, if the money could be apportioned to the Districts on
the first Monday in March, instesd of the first Monday in April,
it would be better, Many of our teachers close their winter terms
about that time, and consequently have to wait, according to pre-
epnt arrangements, several weeks for their wages.

Dividing the money among the Sub-Districts, according to the
number of persons between five and twenty-one yecars, does not
work well in our county, as it enables gome Sub-Dis'ricts to have
school very much longer than others. 1 think the Distriet Board

should have the privilege of vsing the money to keep schools in

each Sub Distriet sbout the same length of time.

R. J. GRAFF, Oo. Bup't.
b
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FAYETTE.

The townships have generally kept up schools where they had
bouses. There are several townships without good school houses,
and that will not vote to build any under the present law. The
masses are opposed to the present Township-Distriet system, and
ask for the power to vote to build houses and manage their own
affairs. They are in favor of the {ree school law, the County Su.
perintendency and the law generally, but they want it fixed so
they can vote, and build houses, and not be governed by the town-
ships,

8. W. COLE, Co. Sup't.

——

FLOYD.

In regard to the School Law of Iows, the prevailing opinion in
our county ‘s, that it genorally lacks finish; that it has none of
the working gear of law; that points are made but there loft;
there appears to be no working power to it; and the opinion is
with us, that the law is generally defective in this particular. My
opinion is that the law embodies none of the characteristics of a
law; that one set of men may work it one way, and another set
work it another, and either be right or wrong, or both.

The general condition of our schools is good, taking into con-

sideration the hard times, &e.
L. L. HUNTLY, Co. Sup't.

FRANKLIN.

The School Law worka satistactorily in most respects, in this
county. It would, perhaps, be better if the sub-director of asnb-
district had no power to act on the Board in relation to matters in
which his sub-district has no interest; such as the question,
whether or not more than one school shall be taught in a
sub-district named—hiring a teacher, &c¢, The County Superin-
tendent should have some notice given him of the commencement
ot particnlar schools, the location of school house sites, the inten-
tion to build school houses, & In my opinion, also, the law in

:;;:h::: at;o:ppeﬂald 2 to a;l::;poﬁnmndont from decisions of District
80 48 to regulate the time within v
;1;‘.‘:! appeals may be taken, and the general mode of l p;:c:dl:::
I County Superintendent should have the management of the
bl:hool ‘L:mls and Fund. The present arrangement has rendered
: e dnt:es‘ of County Treasurcrs too multifarious and liable to con-
usion. Some method should be distinctly pointed out by which
?:rl::lngzn‘:'espegm may be paid out of the School Fund, as by
i 1¢ County Judge for surveys of the Sixteenth See-
The schools of the county are in a flourishi
. shin diti i
mcreasf-d from 12 to 16 since my former rcportg, :'ul:]ih; lt(;ln; l::]::?
houses in process of erection will cost in the aggregite, $4,000,00
W. N. DAVIDSON, Co. Sup't.

GREENE.

I have no suggestions to make with
. regard to the |
I would not wish to see the system mtofiually cha:g;d";tm

or till it is thoroughly tried. -
however, be of advan tig o‘“-' SBome slight amendments might,

JACKSON ORR, Co. Sup't.

GRUNDY.

I think there is a deficiency i regard
: cy in the School Law in
manner of borrowing mouney from the School Fund by th;opui:

tricta. They should give th i
ol A g:h : e County wecurity for the same. Sub-
house tax, or else the sub-districts sho '

_ uld
whole matter be left with the townships. Ab: :z‘;;lilll:mi' llmi -
people will be as well snited with our b

slightly amended, as with any that could be passed,

privilege of levying their own school

present echool system, when
ELIAB MACY, Co. Sap't.

—

HARDIN.
Even the casnal observer must acknowledge that our school
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in this county, has been a posifive success. It we had
5od school houses, our schools would soon vie with any in .tha
State, Our schools have made up:ld stri:en toward perfection,
are of many clogs and weights.
“:;:ﬁt:; fh':“pm year, n.:arl;s:very child in the ecounty has had
an opportunity to attend]school. Bchool houses have been better
arranged, more ample and eligible sites have been afscnrmd, upon
which school houses are to be erected. The physical wanta of
pupils have been more cared for. Our s(.!hools have been better
classified, by securing greater uniformity in text books.
Teachers have been better qualified, and have mam‘tested o
strong desire to improve themselves. While the population have
remained nearly stationary, since 1857, as shown by the enumera-
tion of scholars, the aggregate pumber of months of school tu.ngl:t
in the last year, is at least four times greater than it was in 1857.
Public opinion has responded to the gentiment, *we must edu-
cate.” ; .
Our present system is constantly gaining frmnd?, tl_;ough I think
the lng of Pennsylvania, which gives to the District Board .thl:
pbwer to levy taxes is more ¢ficient than ours. Wefo each su
district permitted to build its own school house, we might perhaps
gecure houses sooner in some localities, but I am satisfied that we
have poorer ones. . )
.h;ultgink thimeounty superintendency a very important lever in

the system. EDWIN FULLER, Co. Sup't

HARRISON.

) i1 my term of office, done all in my power to assist
u:'mn:hi eiuaa of education; and 1 can safely say, that
the new sehool law, us passed by the Legislature, and remodelled
by the Board of Education, is working like a charm. Few find
find fault with it in aoy respect, and were the same more efficiont-

put into effect, and more zeal manifested for the cause by each
individual, its design and benefits would ghine forth with greater
- JOSEPH H. SMITH, Co. Sup't

.

e
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HENRY.

I think our school system will never Lo satisfactory, or meet
the wants of the people, whilst the sub-distriet plan is continued,
and discriminating power is given to the several boards of direc-
tors. I would abolish all sub-districts, and give the Township
Boards powers sufficient to meet all exigencies created thereby.

SAMUEL L. HOWE, Co. Sup't.

HOWARD.

As a general thing, the people would like to have the law o
altered, that each subdistrict may levy and collect taxes, and
manage its own affairs. The free school feature of the law, and
the county superintendency, the people are well pleased with.

CHAS, E. BROWN, Co. Sup't

HUMBOLDT.

The Sehool Law of the State operates well in this connty, and
I do not now see how it conld be amended to advantage.

GEORGE W. MANN, Co. Bup't

——

IOWA.
There has been, in this county, a strong opposition to the pre-
sent School Law.
C. 8. JENNIS, Co. Sup't.

—_—

JACKSON.

I will only suggest one or two amendments to our School Law,
which I eonsider important. In my opinion the law should be so
amended as to empower & Sub-District to levy a tax lor building,
or repairing, when a majority of the voters of such sub-distriet



shall so determine, even though the district might determine
otherwise.

1 wonld also suggest that, as the County Superintendent is made
the medium of commanication between yourself and the District
Boards, returns shonld be made to him, of the election of district
officers.

But I should rather discourage than encourage amendments as
present. The law is doubtless imperfect, and neads slight amend-
ments ; but I do sincerely hope its main features will be permit-
ted to remain undisturbed until there shall be an opportunity of
judging of its merils by its ¢ffects. 1t is impossible that these
should be apparent in a year or two. Having full confidence in
the ability and integrity of our worthy Secretary and Board of
Edueation, 1 will await your action, hoping you will be guided in
your deliberations upon this important subjeet, so as to rejoice
the hearts of all true lovers of education, and tend in the highest
degrece, to place the principle ot free schools upon a firm basis in
ounr young and growing lowa. Don’t change the principles of our
present law,

J. P. EDIE. Co. Sup't.

JEFFERSON.

1st. The schools in this connty have very much improved during
the year past. Our teachers have labored with great enthusiasm
and fidelity. No dinterest (political exceptec) is more cared for
among teachers and pupils than Education.

2d. I would respectfully suggest the following alterations in
the school law: (@) That the beginning and ending of the school
year be fixed by law. (4) Also, that the number of days which
make a school month be specified, and that the nnmber be twenty.
(0) That the school law specify where tractions of townships incla-
ded in the sub.districts of other townships, shall be enumerated and
taxed, and where the voters in such fructions shall vote in school
matters,

I would also suggest as a very important amendment to that
portion of the law defining the duties of the County Superintend-
ent, that he be reguired to hold an Institute, or school, exclusively
for the teachers of his county, at least two weeks in each year.

,
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Also, that certificates for a definite limited time be given to teach-
ers. Also, the County Superintendent shall examine teachors by
proxy only in case of sickness on his part. As the law now reads.
aman totally incompetent, can hold the office and perform its
daties by a deputy, and a certificate may be for any numbor of
years, even twenty. There are other points in the law which need
alteration, but which, no doubt, being the result of haste in making
it, will naturally be remedied next winter.
KEED WILKINSON, Co. Sup't.

JOIINSON.

There are but few subjects connected with the administration of
the school law, on which I have anything to say more than was
contained in my report to your predecessor, made one year ago.
Many of the reports of the Seeretaries are defective, in consequence
of a failure of teachers to file with the proper officer a report of the
schools taught by them. In many cases the teachers, on the close
of their schools, have drawn their pay and gone from the distriet,
thus putting it out of the power of the Secretaries to obtain from
their registers, which they have lost or taken away with thom, the
desired information. There should be some provision of law re.
quiring the teacher to file with the Secretary of the Distriet, the
Register required by the 31st section of Act No. 8, of the Board
of Education, and a prohibition against drawing his pay until such
Register is filed.

In several portions of the county great difficulty has arisen in
consequence of subdistricts, ns they cxisted prior to March 12th,
1858, being divided by township lines; in some of these sub-dis-
tricts school houses had been erected, and in some they had not.
I am of the opinion that the District Boards should have the power
to change the boundaries of their districts by concurrent action, in
such a manner as will obviate the difficulties that now exist, and
accommodate settlements in regard to the location and building of
school houses.

In my examination of teachers during the first six months of my
term, I found them generally so ignorant of the elementary sounds
of the English language, that I purchased four dozen of Page's
Normal Charts, and furnished them to the districts of the county

i
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a% cost price, which was $1.65 each, and I find their use has become
‘wery popular, and highly beneficial. There should be one in every
school room in the State.

. H. W. LATHROP, Co. Sup't.

L]
e ——

By comparing the statistical report herewith sabmitted with the
onc of the preceding year, we elicit the following results: The
number ot youths between five and twenty-one years has increased
from 4,663 to 5,009, or 7§ per cent; consequently, other things
being equal, our school accommedations and expenditures ehould

_increase in the same ratio. We find, however, that our school in-
terests have advanced in a much greater ratio. The number of
schools have increased from 61 to 88, or 44 per cent. Theaverage
uﬂmchnms trom 1,852 to 2,184, or 614 per cent.  The number of
teachers from 81 to 167, or 106 per ecent.  The average number of
days’ school has been tanght from 86} to 114, or 84 per cent. The
aggregate number of days school has been taught from 5,163 to
10,089, or 04 per cent. The number ot school houses from 53 to
64, or 20} per cent. The value of school houses t:rotn $10,730.00
w0 $15,804.50, or 47 8-5 per cent.  The amount raised the present
year for the erection of school houses is $0,244.61, or 58 per cont
on tho value of our school houses one year ago. The average pay
of male teachers per week has been increased from £4.82 to $5.35,
and that of femules from §2.48 to $2.75. :

As requestod, 1 will present a brief statement ot my views rela-
tive to the operation of the schoel law. My observations lave
been eontined chiefiy to this connty ; bat jadging from what I have
asen of its operations, 1 aim & decided favorite of the law. Not-
withstanding the machinery is new, and needs some time to work
amoothly, yet I can percoive that it has already accomplished much,
and I'should deem it one of the greatest misfortunes that could
befall our Educational interests, to have it repealed and the old
Jaw revived, A wonderful stiaulus has been given to the canse
of education since ita inanguration. The law may, withont doubt,
be amended in some pai:mn!nu.

I will suggest the following : 0 _
~ For Section 2, Act 8, passed by the Board of Edueation, T wonld
substitute Section 2 of the Act passed by the General Ambliy,
substituting therein “twenty-four weeks” for “sixteen weeks.”

41

I think that Soctions 85, 26 and 87 of Act 8, need some amend-
ment. First, by limiting the validity of certificatos given to teach-
ers to one year, as provided for in the Act passed by the General
Assembly. Second, by requiring the County Superintendent, in
all his examinations, to call to his aid two or more assistants.

The 12th sub-division of the 27th Sece. of Aot 8, which requires
the District Board to visit schools, &e., is almost altogether neg-
lected, althongh one of the most important provisions of the school
law. If possible, some amendment should be made which would
remedy this evil. T wounld suggest that it be made the especial
duty of the several District Secretaries to have a particular over-
sight of the several schools in their respoetive districts; to vigit
each school menthly, in addition to the commencement and cloge ;
to see that the teachers keep a full and correct rogister of the
school, as required by law—to examine into the branches taught,
text books used, and all other matters connected with the intereats
of the school, and to make a full report of oach school to the Co,
Superintendent; in short, to act as the County Superintendent’s
deputy for his respoctive distriet, The Seceretaries of cach district
conld attend to these duties, and st much less ineonvenience and
expense than the County Seperintendent.  Buat in order to insure
the faithful performance of them, he should reccive a fuir compen.
sation, graded by the number of schools in his district. DBy this
arrangement, the County Superintendent might be required to visit
each seliool once only during the yesr, unless particular circum-
stances should require otherwise; and I would recommend that he
be required to meot the citizens ot each district in his county,
twice at least, in the conrse of the year, and to lecture on such sub-
Jjects as ehall best promote ity educational interests ; at which every
teacher and school officer at least in the district, would be expected
to be present, 1 think that the salary of the County Superintend-
ent should be definitely fixed by law, as that of other county offi-
cors, instead of depending, in part, on the discretionnry pay which
ho receives at present.

BARRETT WHITETMORE, Co. Bup't.

LEE.

Considerable efforts have been made during the past year to
improve the schools in this connty, and T am glad to eay, with
6
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considerable success. Much interest has been taken in the causo
of education, and in many distriots they have had excellent schools,
and have made much progress.

I would respectfully suggest the propriety of the Sub Directors
taking the census of their sub.district, and report the same to Dis-
trict Secretary. Living in the immediate neighborhood, they will
always possess better means of obtaining a correct report than the
District Secretary, who may often be a comparative stranger to
many Sub-Districts.

I would also suggest the propriety of an equal division of the
public money due to each Township District among the several
Sub Districts of the same, instead of the present division pro rata;
thus & weak Sub District would be assisted by the stronger ones.
At prosent, it is a diffionlt matter for the weak Sub l}ittri::u to
carry out the law of having four or six month’s school without
laying a very heavy special tax. One or more of the Townahip
Districts have seted on this plan of equality and thus assisted
euch other, .

I would aleo snggest that the Board of Education definitely fix
tho salary of County Superintendents. DBy the present method,
it Is likely to be influenced by clectioneering movements.

JOIN A. NUNN, Co. Sup's.

LINN.

Under the present law the schools have greatly improved. The
system is cheaper and better than the old; yet the pment.mh
deficient in many respects, and is unpopular. The office of Coun-
ty Superintendent must be abolished, or it will be at hulf pay and
disregarded; not that the office is annecessary or useless, but be
cause it has a salary. Very many of the vut:rs of this w;::uty

thing in the shape of & tax, however ns
TR e A. MANSON, Co. Sup't.

LUCAS.

The echools of this county are in a much more prosperous con-
dition than ever they huve been. Nearly every district has voted

a tax the present year, for building purposes, Teachers' Fund, and
comtingent expenses. If political foeling would leb it alone, it
would be soon an efficient lase.

JOHN ANDERSON, Co. Sup't.

MARION,

1 would snggest a remodeling of onr School Law almost entire.
I am in favor of Sab-Districts being entirely independent, and
have the power to manage the building of school houses and con-
ducting schools, by a board in their own district. T am also in
favor of levying a certain tax, throughout the entire county, for
school purposes, say, four or five wills to the dollar, and no other;
and that this tax, with the interest from the permanent School
Fund, be apportioned to every child in the county, between the
ages of five and twenty-one years, and held sacred for the use of
such child a certain length of time, and if not used in that certain
time, then let it be reapportioned and held sacred again for a
time. Let the County Superintendent be the general presiding
officer of the county, to visit schools, form districts, grant changes,
in fact, enlarge his duties; keep him in the field every day, and
pay him a salary that will justify him to stay there and work. Let
him have a list of every child’s name, and how much money it
has on hand for its own spoecial benefit,

CLAIBORNE HALL, Co. Sup't.

MILLS.

The schools in this county are improving, Detter teachers are
employed than formerly. Considerable improvement has boen
made in school honses, and wore attention ls paid to the cause of
education generally.

Vevy little complaint is heard against the new School Law.

J. W. DANIELS. Co. Bup't.

MUSOATINE.

The decision of the Supreme Court, in regard to the validity of
the School Law, interrupted the schools of this county fur a season

-
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The uncertainty of legislation, and doabts as to the power of the
Township Districts to lovy taxes havo had a bad effeot, and seri-
ously impaired the efficiency of the system. This last difficulty
is, however, only temporary, and can be removed by the ensuing
Legislature. In this county, public opinion strongly tavors the
abolition of the Township District system. It is in favor of each
aub-district being entirely independent in the control and manage-
mont of its schools,

- WAL F. BRANNAN, Co. Sap't.

_— =

POWESHIEK.

It becomes my duty as well as privilege, to commaunicate to you
o few facts, which are not embraced in my accompanying statisti-
cal report.

1—0UR SOHOOLS,

The improvment in our sohools during the year and a half of
the operation of the *free school system,” has been o marked as
to preclude all cavil. During the winter of 1857-58, we had only
twenty public schools, but during the first winter aftor a common
school education was offercd to every child, “ withont money and
withont price,” there wero thirty-one schools, being an incresse
in the number of schools, of fiftyfive per ceat., while the number
of pupils was increased, probably, not less than one hundred per
cend, '

2—scHoOL HOUSES,

These are fow compared with our wants, Those built during
the past year are more commndions, better built and hetter for
nished than their predecessors; while those planned for the ensn-
ing year will not indicate less taste or be less comfortable.

J-—TEACOTERS. \

Sometimes one is employed who “will do for us,” but those who
propose to engage in the business of training the Daaphins of our
country, are generally “live teschers.” Nearly every one who
has been examined for the second time has made decided progross
during the intorval of teaching ; while some have vacated the
chuir of the teacher to oconpy that of the pupil. Knowledge is
consiflered essential, But our teachers are beginning to consider

.....

the ability to {mpart it, as well 48 the power to govern no leas 60.

=

Most of them are determined to “amount to something,” either &n
the protession or ouf of it. Our drones have nearly all retired to
more private life.

4—THR SCHOOL LAW.

Neither the wisdom nor the good fortune of our law-makers has
ever saggested a law more popular with us than that which makes
education as free to every pupil, as our common sun-light. The
old “ Rate Bill” echeme excluded many of the children of poverty
from our schools, and, had that system been in operation during
the last year and a half, no one supposes that one halt of the * av-
erage attendance” which we now exhibit could have been shown.

But, while the main provisions ol the law are exceedingly pop-
ular, there are some portions which the people would be glad to
have changed.

1. A provision to enable & sub-district to build its own honse
by tax upon itself, even if the majority of the township should be
opposed to it,

2. That no land should be liable to taxation for building school
houses in several different sub-districts in aa many successive
years, when such sub-district is required by the Board of Diree-
tors, to baild its own house, and to be thus liable to double and
triple taxation by a mere change of snb-district lines.

3. The permission by express enactment, to send to schoel in
any sub-district in the township under such regulations as the
Board of Directors may adopt,

4. Bome modification of the provision tor Teachers' Institutes
which will enable a county containing so few teachers as this, to
receive some aid from it

5. Some legislation in favor of those who wish to prepare them-
selves for tesching and which will be of service to them, without
attending the State University,

ST ppra—. S 4 L. ¥. PARKER, Co. Sup't.

POLK.

In regard to the operation ot the School Law, I would suggest
the propriety of so amending it as to take it entirely out of the
hands of the County Judges, and have the duties now pertaining
to his office devolve upon the County Superintendents, So far as
the provisions of the law have been fully executed, I wn not aware
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that there are any serious objections urged against 'it; the !.ondest
complaints are for want of more thorough execution of it; the

ple desire stability in the institutions of the uuu-nty more than
anything clse, and for this reason I would not advise any changes
unless glaring defects are apparent. )

Amongst the numerous improvements witnessed under the pro-
visions of the present school system, none seems to be of greater
public utility than that in relation to Teachers. Institutes. We
have had the honor of holding the first one in this county, in Au-
gust last, and although it was but sparsely attended, 1 feel_ c-onﬂ-
dent it has been worth more than it cost. Such Associations,
when properly conducted, are the surest basis for formning correet
aystems of the manner of teaching. It is therefore hoped thf.t
this important link in the educational interests of the State will
not be overlooked by the legislative authorities of the State.

There is one other matter which I neglected to mention i-n ita
proper place; it is this: A great divemityto! oPin:wn prevails in
regard to single districts as against township districts. I am de.
cidedly in favor of the township district system, for reasons ob-
tained by practical observation. The following are amongst many
which might be addoced :

1st—1 have observed in thinly settled portions of the county,
that if the government of the single districts were in the power of
the residents therein, in many caaes their school houses would be
loeated 5o as to deprive a portion of the children of all the benefits
of school, entirely.

9d—That in slmost every sub-distriet there is some relative who
would likely be forced upon them as a teacher, to the prejudice of
persons better qualified if the matter was submitted to the unbi-
ased judgment of a Township Board.

3d—That in many sparscly settled portions of the county, there
are not a sufliciont number of youth to justify the employment of
s teacher, notwithstanding that district may, and probably does,
contribute the largest amount in the shape of taxes, towards the
eommon school fund,

SAMUEL BELL, Co. Bup't.

RINGGOLD.
As n whole, the School Law has exceeded our expectations, and
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given more general satisfaction than the most sanguine anticipated ;
and the people have commenced in good earnest to use if as it is;
making the best of its provisions, confidently believing that such
amendments 8s are necessary to perfect the system, will promptly
be made by the law making power.

That there are amendments necessary, I presume will not be
denied. Some ot these I will endeavor to point out:

First—So amend the law defining the boundary of districts as
that each Congressional Township shall form a school district;
providing for the alteration of such boundary in extreme cases,
such as towns, cities and county lines, or streams of water, &e,,
&e., and let those lines remain permanent.

Second—Let the Board of Directors be elected as is now provi.
ded by law, and their duties be extended to the entire business of
the Township District.

Third—Repeal the law establishing Sub-Districta, and Sab.
Directors, and empower the Distriet Board to build such numbers
of school houses, and at such times, as their judgment may suggest,
and the wants of the district require.

Fourth—To define the length of time school districts may bor-
row money tor building school houses and procuring sites, as pro-
vided in the 5th Article of Section § of School Law, and also the
manner by which said loan is to be secured, and the amount and
kind of security required.

Fitth—To change the time for the apportionment of the connty
school tax and permanent fund by the County Judge, to the first
Monday in Mareh, instead of Apnl, in each year, as provided in
Beection 29 of Act 8; thereby securing a sufficiency of time for the
notice required of the Judge, to be made to the Board of Directors,
as set forth in the 17th clanse of the 27th Section of Act 8 of the

School Law.
WENDELL POOR, Co. Sup't.

—— —

STORY.

The schools thronghout the county are in as flourishing condi.
tion as could be expected, from the short time they have been con-
ducted under the new law; which, from its ambiguity in regard to
taxation, the division and jurisdietion ot distriets, leads to many
misunderstundings and collisions between the members of the dif
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{ The number of schools is about ten per cent over last year, and = < | EEREELEIITRETZIITESTIEESR
. their condition shows mnch groond for encouragement. One ol 2 S| EZ RIS EESSERERAE3ERE
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l building, tew of which are here put down. The School Law has § = '
in favor with our people, until scarce a growl of the old = — - — - = ——
teeling is heard. 1 have not answered more than one twentioth of e ‘521-‘:’5'5'5:’3':."3-31;2'-3-12"??‘:35:?55?53?;5\3
the questions concerning the law, that beset me lust year, the best % 3l 4 5 e et T ::—i':.,,,.ﬁv"‘?:
possible proof that it only needs to be understood and appreciated, W E 3
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umouuomn building school houses. Our non-residents not -"'1’ ks e A L B M B
being compelled to pay their taxes only once in three years, it is : = : :
hard to collect school house tax where they are willing to build 3 R T R ORI e ey o . 2
houses. It each district could build its own house, I think it 5 ST RS ERER L ok AE ¥
would be more satistactory to the people, ' 2 | o s B e RS S R B S
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An Abstract of the annual report of the County Nuperintendents of Common Schools, to the Secretary of the Board of Education, for
the period commeneing October $th, 1858, and ending October Sth, 1859.
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