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hats—manufacture all our agricultural implements—all onr b
hold farniture—our woolen and cotton cloths—our wagons,
riages and harness—our barrels, baskets and brooms—our e

locomotives—our ergines and machine work of every de
Under this system of economy we would not send our rude

rials one or two thousand miles to be worked up, and retw
ug, with the cost of finished commodities added to that of
portation for our own use; and thus our money would m
ways be flowing out of the State. But they would be m
tured in our midst'—the producer and artizan would be b
face to face—they would operate their several branches of
along side of each other. What one class of operatives p
would be eonsumed by others, and thus their exchanges wo
made upon the same theatre of action, a home market ere
their money or the profits of their labor retained in the
be employed either in the arts and adornments of life, or
other enterprise where it would again re-produce itself 0
other form. Under no other system of operative industry hasa
State or people on earth ever become rich and powerful.
But the question may be asked how is this to be acecor
The first step undoubtedly would be for the Federal Ge
to return to the tariff of 1842. The second, for the pe
State and tor you, by your legislation, to ofter every
ducement for artizans and manutacturers to settle in our
“ This doue, the population and wealth ot the State will
new bound. Tt will have the effect to refine and dive
* pursunits of our people—to emancipato labor and make i
give to the laboring masses a feeling of moral worth—a
selt respeet—a perception of the rights, dignity and duties.
i ) = e
Invoking the spirit of Divine truth to crown your efforts
public weal with success, I now take my leave of this branel
the publie service. wlh pelieg
? - RALPH P. LOWE
January 9th, 1860, v o vl
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ot all political power, the laws are necessari

INAUGURAL.

Gentlemen of the Senate, and
ths Houss of Representatives :

The people of Towas have placed in your hands, for the time
being, the law making power of the State, and therefore they look
to you, that, during the time you hold thias trast, such course of
policy ghall be pursued and such laws enacted, as will tend to pro-
mote the honor and the weltare of the State,

The office to which T have been elected, and the responsibilities
which T have just assamed, associate me with you to a certain ex-
tent in this work, by impomng upon me, among other duties, that
of communicating to you such information, as will aid you in the

'perfonnniw ol your duries, and recommending to you such mea-
sures ns in my opinion will, if adopted by you, advanco the

ublic weltare,

‘Under a government like ours, where the ]people are the sonrce
: fair reflex of the
intelligenee and morals of the people; and thmfm it becomea

the first importance that the standard of intelligence and moral- .

should be raised as high as possible. In this view it has

been the scttled policy ot the State to foster and encourage in all

suitable ways, the education of the youths of the State, so that
hen at a more advanced poriod of life, they take part in the di.

setion and eontrol of public affairs, they can do so understanding-

. , and with ao intelligent regard to the public welfare. Under
pur constitation the snbject of education has been almost wholly

withdraswn from you, and placed in the hands of & board specially

sonstituted for that purpose, leaving with you, however, the power
f revising and amending their action, This board has just closed
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a session at which they have made such changes in and ame
ments to the school law as they deemed expedient and proper, a8g
in my opinion it would be prudent for yon to interfere with ther
action only in case that you shall find, upon examination, an ove
pewering necessity for so doing.

Not only is it highly important that the voice of our people,sé
expressed through the ballot box, shall be enlightened and in
gent, but it is imperatively necessary that the ufterings of
voice be correctly and honestly reportec. In a government
ours, without privileged classes, and where the laws affeet all s
we need not fear that a majority of our people will delibel
pursue a policy intended to operate injuriously upon the
welfure, because by so doing they wounld be acting con
their own best interests. We therefore feel at all times
submitting quietly and cheerfully to the will of the majori
ly and constitationally expressed, confident that if' at an
from any cause, the people are led into error, they have th
city speedily to detect and the honesty promptly to corre
error. DBat if through frand or violence, the ballot box sha
to report to us correctly and honestly the will of the ma
corrupt and interested men are enabled to substitute their
that of the people, then the assurance of safety derived to
the honesty, the intelligence, and the interest ot the p
longer exists,— onr confidence in. our government is los
feel that we are at the mercy ot dishonest men, who seek
trol ot our affuirs, for the pnrpose of promoting their own
interests rather than the public good. We cannot therefore
with too much care, the sanctity and purity of the ballot be
my opinion, there is no measure so well calculated to ¢ffect
Ject, as a carefully prepared and well gunarded registry law ;
respectfully recommend that measure to your consideration.
be objected Ly some, that the operation of such a law is
some to the electors. I am satisfied that the supposed .
in this respect, is much over-estimated, and even wero
eannot conceive that any elector who properly apprec
value of the privilege he enjoys as such will deem bur
any reasonable amonnt of time and attention that it may
sary for him to bestow, in order to prevent his honest vote fi
being destroyed by a frandulent one. "
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The institations for the care of the insane, and for the education
of the mute and the blind, will, I doubt not, receive trom you
prompt and cliesrful attention and support. Established as they
bave been, in answer to the requirements of thase better feelings
of our nature, which prompt us to protect the weak and succor
the unfortunate, you may rely with confidence upon the approval
by our people, of all reasonuble and proper effurts on your part to
make them useful and eflicient means lor carrying out the noble
purposes for which they were created.

I would also recommend to your favorable consideration, the
State University, ut Towa city. It is bused npon a grant made by
the Congress of the Uunited States 1o this State, fur the suppors
of such aun institution, and, having accepted the grant, we are
bound by a proper sense of State pride, by our duty properly to
execute the trust confided to ns, and by the interests of education,
in which are invelved the best interests of the State, to render the
institution sueh an one as will be uselul and creditable. to the
Btate,

The condition and affairs of the penitentiary, located at Fors
Madison, will necessarily emgage your careful and serious atten-
tion. The salety of society requires that the building be such ss
will afford proper fucilities for the safe confinement of thuse vicious
persons whose liberty is dangerous to the lives and property of
peacetul aud law abiding citizens,

An agrienltural college was originated at the last session of the
General Assembly, and has since been loeated in Story county.
Agricalture will be fur many years to come, as it has been in
times past, that interest which nnderlies and sapports all other
interests in our State; and any aid that can legitimately be given
to ity shoulid be given generously and not grugdingly. I Lave nos
sufficient intormation tonching this institution, te enalle me to
mako any specitic suggestions in regard to it, and can only recom-
mend the whole matter to your careful and friendly consi®ration.

The present condition and future management of the purmanent
school fund of the State deserve your serions investigation and de-
liberation. Under tormer and existing laws, this fund hos been
lent to individuals, and in many eases either throngh the carcless
neas or dishonesty of the officers by whom it has been lent; the se-
curities taken therefor have proved to be entirely inasdequate, so
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that large losses to the fund must ensue. By a provision m‘-’l r
Oobnstitution, all thess losses fall upon the State and becom
tunded debt nupon which the State must forever pay the inft
Many of the loans thus made, are now or soon will be fi
due, and it becomes a matter of grave importance to determine
what manner the moneys when paid shall be again disposced off
I consider the present system open to much objection.  Not o
are losses of the principal constantly ocenrring under it, witie
State is bound to make good, but even the interest is not protig
paid, so that the active fund for the support of schools is fluc
ing and uncertain. 1 am strongly inclined to the opinion that &
better policy would be to direct the payment of the principaly
it falls due, into the State Treasury, to be used as other moneys
for Stute purposes, binding the State to pay the interest on
same for school purposes. In this way the money wonld, in
first instance, go to the benefit of all the people of the State
by lessening to that extent the amount of money to be raise
taxation, aud the interest would, in like manner, be paid by
people and be applied dircetly to their use in the support of
public schools. If this shall be deeméd objectionable, T waor
recommend that the money when paid in, be invested either
stocks of the United States or in the best stocks of interest-pa
Btates. In case you shall deem it proper to adopt this or a sir
policy, it will be advisable to vest in the officers to whom
money shall be paid, in the first place, discretionary power to g
indulgence of time to those borrowers whose loans nre araply
seeured, 80 as not te cause unnecessary hardship or distress; dor
ing our present financial difficalties.

[ would also suggest to you the propriety of a carctul exan
ton of onr revenue system, with a view to aseertain if it ca
‘be made more certain and efficient. Any system of revenue w
permits large amounts of taxes to become delinguent and to be
ulﬁmm% lost to the State, must be defective, and must operate
unjustly and untairly upon our people. The defiziencies thus
ated in the revenue must be provided for by additionsl taxa
upon those who have alroady discharged their duty as citizens
paying the taxes assessed upon them, and they are thus compe
to bear more than their due proportion of the public burden. The
taws should provide for the most rigid and exact accountability of

i
s
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all officers charged with the collection, control or disbursement of
the public money. Any vagneness of the laws which permits an
officer to retain in his hands, without detection, any portion of the
public moneys, or to use them for his private benefit, not only de-
trauds the revenne; but introduces among officials a laxity of mor-
als highly dangerons to the public interest. The Governor is au.
thorized by a law passed at the last scssion of the General Assem.
bly, to institute a carefal examination of the accounts of the State
Officers once in each year, and I have not any doubt the law
will be found beneficial in its operations. But the amount of
money paid by our people into the State Treasury, is but a small
proportion of the total amount paid by them in the shape of taxes

A much larger amount is paid for couunty and other purposes, and
in.my opinion the existing laws are defective in not requiring a
more careful scrutiny of the aecounts of those to whom this money
ts paid and by whom it is. disbursed. 1 therefore recommend to
your consideration, in addition to any other measures your wisdom
may suggest, the passage of a law requiring the Judge of each
Judicial Distriet, to appoint once in each year a skillful accountant
ineach county of his District, whose duty it ghall be te examine
carefully the books of each county officer, and to state and record
an account between such officer and Lis county, and when neces.
sary, betwoen officer and officor. Such examinations by disinter-
ested persons would, in my opinion, have a decided'y beneficial
effect; the expense attending them would be very small, and I
have no doubt the people of the counties wounld cheerfully bear
that expense for the satisfaction of knowing that the large amounts.
of money they pay as taxes, are applied to the proper object.

[ apprehend it is scarcely necessary for me to recommend to yon
s close and rigid an economy in the matter of appropriations aa.
is consistent with a proper administration of the affaire of the State.
The searcity of money, conaequent upon the financial revalsion of
1857, and the failure of onr crops to a great extent since that time,
has caused the payment of the taxes necessary to the support of
our government, to be felt as & sensible burden by our people, and
they have the right to demand and I think do demand at our
hands, that until the present pressure is somewhat removed, and
our financial affairs have beeome somewhat more casy and pros-
perous, we shall limit the oxpenses of the State to the smalleat,
sum compatible with & due regard to the public interest.



An event has recently oceurred in our sister State of Virginia,
causing in that State an intense excitement, which has to a greater
or less degree extonded throughout onur country. I allade, of
course, to the late unlawful invasion of that State by John Brown, |
and lis associates. The moving causes that led these misguided
men to that mad attempt, in my opinion, may be easily and cer-
tainly found. On the 4th of Mareh, 1838, President Pierce was
inangurated as the chiet magistrate of a happy and united peo-
ple. The administration of his predecessor had been marked by
a settlement of the agitation of the question of Blavery, growing
out of the acqnisition of territory from Mexico, as the adminis
tration of Mr. Monroe had been marked by the settlement of &

similar agitation in connection with the territory purchased from
France during the Presidency of Mr. Jefferson, and as these two
settlements covered all the territory then belonging to onr Gove
ernment, our people fondly hoped that for a long period of ‘time,
this vexed and irritating question would be kept out of our no-
tional councils, and that the angry and embittered feelings always
arising from its diseussion, would then die out for want of food.
As an additional basis npon which to rest this hope, our people
bad the solemn pledge of honor of the political party then domi-
nant in all the branches of our national government, deliberately
given at the time Mr. Pierce was nominated by them for the Press
idency, that if placed in power they would resist, to the extens
of their power, the agitation ot that dangerous question, both in
the Congress of the United States, and out of it. Untortunately
for the peace of the country, and for the preservation of those
kindly and traternal teelings which should always exist among our
people, Mr. Pierce and his political triends did not redeem that
pledge.  On the contrary, the first important act of his adminis
tration was the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, by which the
settlement made daring Mr. Monroe’s administration of the ques-
tion of slavery in the territory acquirod from France, was set
aside, and the fountains of strife so recently closed, again opened
to pour forth among our people their bitter waters. The excuse
offered for this wanton, uncalled-tor and most unfortunate act was
the alleged desire on the part of those who did it, to settle the
question of slavery, then in a state of perfect quietude and re
pose, and this was to be done ly introducing into our legislation
& new policy which denies to Congress a power claimed for it by

the fonndars of our government, and exercised by it from the be-
ginning ; which declares that to be unconstitutional which the ms-
kers of the constitution declared to be constitutional, and which
rests nponi the strange assumption that the government of the
United Stutes cannot set up and maintain in the territories of the
United States a form of government demanded by a majority of
our people, and identical in the disputed particular, with the form
ol government of a majority of the States of our confederacy.
If the men who did this thing, did not know that their action
wonld aguin produce among us agitation, heartburning, jealousy,
and ill-will, they were so wholly ignorant of the temper and feel-
ings ot our people, as to make them unsafe public servants. If
they did know, they were unfaithfal, In either view they were
faithless to the pledges they had given, as the inducement tor
placing power in their hands. The Kansas-N. ebraska bill was long
pending, and its passage was strenuously resisted in -Oon_grus.
The debates in that body upon it were aerimonions and exciting |
the discussions in the public press were bitter and inflammatory,
and when the passions of the people in the different sections of
our country had been thoroughly aroused, their prejudices inflamed,
and their pride enlisted in the contest going on in the halls of
Qongress, that contest was by the passage of the bill, mlfme_d
from these halls to the plains of Kansas ; from the representatives
in Congress to our entire people ; and thus was cast in'lo the arena
as a prize to be straggled for by an aroused and excited poople,
a territory which, in size, in soil and in climate is equal to
some of the most powerful monarchies of the old world. Did the
men who passed that act expect and desire that struggle to be &
friendly und a peaceful one? The country would fain so believe,
yet such beliet requires that we should attribute to them a want
ot knowledge and foresight but little less eriminal in men in their
position, than would have been the expectation and desire by them
that the struggle should be as it was, a hostile and a bloody one.
It is my deliberate conviction, that on the day on whit_:h the op-
ponents of this new and most mfm:mnlto measure, aided by »
few of its original friends, defeated its legitimate consummation
by defealing the passage of the socalled Lecompton bill, which
sought te enforce npon the people of Kansas a constitution they
sbhorred and which would have required for its enforcement the

aid ot federal bayonets,—on that day, the union of these States
2
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met and escaped the greatest poril to which it has yet been suby
jected. But happily for all, unexpectedly to the tears of manyy
adwersely perhape to the wishes of some, that great peril was ess
caped, -und Kansas, with a constitution which accords with the
lagislation which, in the last generation dedicated her to freedom,
and with the wishes of her people, stands ready to ask admission
llll?-our Union ns & free State. I do not recur to these past trans
actions for the purpose of again stirring up ill feelings now meas-
arably appeased, but for the light, which, in my opinion, they
throw upon present events. It is a8 true now as it was in the
oldcfn time, that “they who sow the wind shall reap the whirlwind.™
Daring the struggle in Kansas which makes her story a blot on
the page of our country’s history, the free State men of that
territory were treated by their pro-slavery brethren in that terris
tory, and in the States, and by the General Government, asif they.
had not any .rightl. legal or natural, which either were bound to.
respect, Is it strange thatsome of them should have ceased to re-
spect the rights of those whom they looked upon as their oppressors
—should have learned to hate the institution for whose advance:
ment t.b.ey were oppressed ! During the same period that other
new policy called fillibnsterism, and the doctrines. by which it ise
langht. to be upheld, attained foll force and vigor. It was. in-
siu;od in substance, by onr southern brethren, and either opcnlj-ﬂ'
tacitly approved by many in the north, that if our people should
find upon our borders, or within reasonable reach of us, a weak and.
helpless pation, who could be attacked with comparative satety,
und whose form of government did not attain to our numdudci»‘
perfection, it was not only the privilege, but the mission of sneh .
of our people as desired to engage in the landable undertaking, to:
invade her territory with fire and sword, to bring upon her pu:nm
M-ilhﬂ‘?ittnb. men, women and children, all the horrors of wary.
and having thus carried throngh and pertocted a process of “re-
generation,” to establish on the ruins of her government, our own.
freo institutions, protinent among which, according to the advo-
eates of this doctrine, stands human slavery, |
’ Is it strange that the bare promulgation of these doctrines, act-
ng upon the minds of men maddened by the recollection of wrongs
med upon them in Kaneas because of their love of freedom
should lend them to the conclusion that they should do and dare.
sa much at home for liberty, as those whe have oppressed them:
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were doing abroad for slaveryl It ecems to me most natural, and
while 1 deeply deplore and most ungualifiedly condemn, 1 cannot
wonder st, the recent unfortunate and bloody occurrence at ar-
per's Ferry. DBut while we may not wonder at, we must con
deman it. It was an act of war—of war against brethren, and in
that a greater crime than the invaders of Cuba and Nicaragna were
guilty of, relieved to some extent of its guilt, in the minds of many,
by the fact that the blow was strack for freedom, and not for
siavery. Still it was a wrong, and as such the deliberate public
sentiment of the north, as well as of the south, condemns it, In
my opinion, much misapprehension exists on this subject umong
otir southern brethren, and this misapprehension renders proper
the present allasion to it. The mass of them relying upon the state
ments of the leading men of the south, who should know better,
and of prominent men in the north, who do know better, but fulsify
for w purpose, believe that the sympathy expressed by many ot our
northern people for the leader of that invasion, covers and containg
s approval of his aet.  This is a great, and it may become a dan-
gerous error.  While the great mass of our northern people utterly
sondemn the act of John Brown, they fecl and they express adwmi-
ration and sympathy for the disinterestedness of purpose by which
they believe he was governed, and for the naflincaing courage and
cglm cheerlnlness with which ho met the consequences of his failure.
Many, very many, of our northern people feit deep sympathy for
the gallant Orittenden, who died eo bravely in Caba, for an sct
they strongly condemned, and the tears of many of the best and
bravest of our revolutionary sires bedewed the grave of Andre,
who, by their own judgment, died the death of & spy, his sentence
approved by Washington. When passion has passed away, and
culm reason has resumed its place in the minds of our southern
brothren, they will fully appreciate our feelings, and then, if I1do
not mistake them, while with us they condemn yet pity John
Brown as a misgaided but not buse minded man, they will also”
with us detest and scorn these men in our midst who now seek by
distorting our language and falsifying our sentiments, to nse the
passions and prejudices of our gouthern brethren na & means to
pave their own base way to power und place. |
[ eanmot concur it: the opinion expressed by sotne persons, that
the consiituted apthorities of the States of this Unicn have dis’
ehiarged their entire duty, when they have looked to aud cared for
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their own internal affairs, and that they travel out of their legiti- 13

mate sphere when they in any manner concern themselves with®
the affuirs of our General Government. The several States, as
tnch,._ are the constituents of oue branch of the National Congr:_
and lf.it be true that the constituent may and should concern-h::—
self with what is done by his representative, it must be true thas
each State may and should concern hierselt with the actions ut thas
General Government of which lier representatives are a part; i
it be u"lw that the States of our Conlederacy are interested in :he
administration and preservation of that compact but for whicl the |
would be wholly independent and rival, perhaps hostile sovr;reigli

depend wpon other nations for a right of way to onr own posses-
sions and our own homes, when we can havo such way within
our own limits.

A great central trunk route, with branches at either end to se-
eommodate all parts of our country, both upon the Atlantic and
Pacific, vould meet our wants and eommend itselt to the sound
sense anct calm judgment of our people. 1 aléo recommend that
vou memorinlize Congress in favor of that measare.

There is one aspect of the vexed and exciting question of sla-
very to which I wish to direct your attention as one npon which

ties, instead of R £
t::} ;}aﬂ;aﬂu‘; 5?::,:1%&“ A enited A, 1500 be true thas perhaps our whole country can harmonize. Recent events in Vir-
those to whose hands :-‘10 nc[‘:!ﬂ !..Im.mself e st - iy risioly ginia have drawn the attention ot our Sounthern brethren to the
mitted, discharge theirlf:;t ministration and preservation are com- danger sarrounding them, by reason ot the great mumber of froa
Th 59 colored persons among them in contact with their slaves, and the
the u?,,f:g:f:f.? Eﬂlcfvt‘f,::j“i #h,the; messore commanly koowivg ex'citemine of the mdfnent hes caused some of their State Legis-
good, preventing in,a grenr: dt;:ju(?}:?:locn'n?;l?md :cm'e of much latures sceriously to entertain the terrible proposition to compel this
of large bodies of the public lund | quisition, by speculators, antortunate people either to become involuntary exiles from the land
tlers, and by enabling annml:‘“ s;' ) (; L.c‘;n_]ur:v of the actual set- of their birth or to become slaves. The repugnance, the prejudice,
e ¥ honest and industrions poor men who if you will, of the people of the Free States, especially of the north-
y large influx of these unfortu-

eannot now do 80, to enrol themselves in the elass of inde
farmen who are the support and strength of our ;:::i;;:ﬁﬂd;::
government .price of & quarter seetion of land may appear te; man
a small and insignificant sum, but the many thousands of the tami
:n of the west who have opened farms either *“in the woods* or
on the prairies,” can more justly appreciate the great benefits de-
;i::;‘:et:- ﬂ;;n that small amonnt in their work of toil and I.rimion
spectiolly recommend th ialize © y
o 2 ugch s at you memorialize Congress lor the
Che building of a Railraad to the Pacific O .
which, in my opinion, is demanded by the be::??i'tei:e:t:l E?“:;;
whole conntry, In case of war with any of the great maratime I
powers, the States on the Pacific wonld be pecaliarly open to sttack, |
and our Government conld afford them the necessary aid for their
defence only at great risk and cnormous expense. Troops could
not be sent to their assistance through our own country, exce L by
the overland route, which experience has shown to be, !'(:r an a.llm >
almest imnpracticable; while it sent by any other ron;u;. they mi i: '
be compellad to fight their way to the States they aro sent to ‘crld-
fend. It secms to we to be & bad policy that would compel us to

western States, against allowing an
nates among them, is well known and must be heeded by those whe

make laws tor those States. The dangers and difficulties attend
upon thwe presence ot free colored persons in a slaveholding commu
nity, prevent emancipation by many who would otherwise gladly
set free their slaves, and have in some States cansed the passago o
laws prohibiting or greatly hindering emancipation. Indecd the e
dangers and difliculties are to-day the great hindrance to the aboli:
tion of slavery in and by the Slave Stdtes, and the apprehended
danger that in case the Sonthern States shonld abolish sluvery,
the Fres States wonld at once be overrun by the ignorant slaves
just manumitted, is gkillfully used by partizan politicians amon
a8, to raconcile the Northern mind to the exteunsion of slavery in
other directions. Moved by these considerationg, I deem it m
duty to recommend to your carceful and favorable consideration, &
plan for the colonization of the tree colored population of our cont
try in Qentral or South America, under the protection of our Gen
eral Government, bronght forward in the Congress of the United
Btates, by a distinguished member of that body from the State ¢
Missonyi, with the view that if the measure shall meet your approi
bation, you may memorialize Qongress in its favor. The subatang




14

of this plan as subsequently presented in the U. S, Senate, by one
of the S?nntor,a from Wisconsin, is, that our Government shall by
) tmn!y with som? of the Central or South American Governmoents
acquire the rights and privileges of settlement and of citizen-
ship for the bfmeﬁt of such persons of color of Atriean descent
may voluntarily flasire to emigrate trom the United States, :;::i
form themselves into a colony or eolonies under the laws of the
State or States to which they may emigrate, the United St '

; [ ates, in
sonsideration of the commercial adyantages of free trade with such
golony or colonies making and securing the necessary and proper
engagoments to maintain them in the enjoyment of the rights and
privileges acquired by such treaty or treaties.” The colunization
of this unfortunate race in some conntry peculiarly adapted bydi-
_ _ppte.nnd production to their nse and occapation, has long been ,n
favorite scheme with a large portion of the people in all 'sectiopp
of our country, and until time and experience had shown the qip-
erations of the Bociety which proposed to colonize them in their
. native country, to be, by reason of the expense, impracticable asa
* means for relieving our country of the vast nnmbers of these peo-

- ple among us, 'that. Society received, as it justly deserved, a grﬂ
~ degree of publu.: fayor. That the operations of that Socicty have
prod uced unt.l___wxll produce great good to Africs, I have no doubty
and I s_lml.l rejoice to see its ability for usetulness largely extended.
. But experience has shown it to be wholly ineflicient as a means m
- removing f‘ro.m among us this large and rapidly increasing pcnpﬁla;
& 8 on. f}ol_nmzation in Central or South America by means of the
ar oximity of the proposed colonies, would be much less expensive,
. and therefore more effective, and if the General Government sq;i-.
ted by the several States, should take the matter in hand with
sarnestness and zeal, it seems to me that we might congratulate
i elves upon having done a work which would not enly be pro-
dactive of great good to ourselves, but also enable us to cum:hmﬁ“
the payment of that vast and accumulated debt we owe this wronged
. nd m;fortum.;te. race, and which would, perhaps, enable “r :
to soe g.]:ei::ef::tnt:nﬁ t‘;xt t;mtdmost desirable end, when our. land
‘thall | e la 2 i :
&IE e e nd of the free” as it Las been and iy
~In conclusion, permit me to say that although ounr politi :
is not unclouded, although anger and jeag:uzy hln):l;n;l Imh&
ent taken the place of brotherly kindness and good'will among
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our people, although some men occupying high position under
our Federsl and in some of our State Governments, inflaenced by
pride and passion, utter sentiments disloyal to our Union, and
others in like high position, but governed by baser motives, either
openly or silently approve these sentiments ; still, in my opinion,
those who love our Constitution and our Union, have mot very
great cause for alarm. Passion will subside, reason will resume its
sway, and then our southern brethren will discover that they have
been deceived and misled, as to our feelings and purposes; that the
people of the north, while hoping and praying for the day when
no slave shall press our soil, yet do neither claim nor desire any
power to interfere with slavery in any of the States where it exists ;
and that the good old ways wherein we walked, when to talk of
disunion openly or to approve it silently, was to incur the scorn
due a traitor, are ways of plessantness, and that the good old
paths our fathers tanght us to tread, are paths of peace. And
they will join with us in believing that the men who achieved our
independence and framed our Constitution, were as true patriots,
and understood the Constitution as well as the statesmen of the
present day,—will unite with us in following their teachings and
walking in their footsteps, and in discarding these new measures,
and this new policy which have produced no fruits but those of
discord and bitterness, and will again pledge themselves as we
to-day pledge ourselves in the full depth and force of its meaning
to the sentiment of the true and stern old patriot of the Hermi-
tage—* The Union—it must and shall be preserved.”
SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD.




