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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

T TRE

GOVERNOR AND LEGISLATURE.

Tug Board of Trustees of the Iowa Institution for the Edo-
cation of the Deaf and Dumb, in accordance with the Act estab-
lishing the Institution, would submit to the General Assgmbly of
thiz State, their third Report.

It is with na ordinary degree of satisfaction, that gince the date
of our last Report, we have witnessed the uninterrupted progper-
ity and snccnss of this Institution, over which we liave been cre-
ated Trustees,

Its widening usefulness has been limited only by its restricted
resources and Inadequate circumstances.

The advantages and means, which the Institution has enjoyed
have not been unimproved, as actual results can testify.

We do not propose to indulge in further general remarks, but
shall at once invite attention to several particulars, showing the
progress and condition of the Tnstitation from its adoption by the
State, to the present period ; and more especially dwelling upon
the history and faets which properly belong to the present Re-
port.

LEecisraTion,

Previovs to the estallishment of an Institution for the Deaf
and Dumb, the State had made a liberal provision by which the
mutes of thiz State were enabled to acquire an education in the
Asylnms of neighboring States.

But this measure failed to benefit the greater number of our
mutes; who, by sympathizing and anxious parents, and friends,
were not permitted to go so far from home to obtain an educa-
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tion; and hence were doomed to ignorance. Besides the Statute
making this provision was not so guarded as in every case to se-
cure the designed application of the funds appropriated. It is
doubtless true that the existence and nature of the law were not
generally known ; for a special effort is sometimes necessary fo
inform the friends of these unfortunate persons, of the existence
of an Tnstitution ; and afterwards to induce them to avail thew-
selves of its advantages. But as intelligenee becomes more gen-
eral, this dificulty will diminish and all will be happy to accept
every means to elevate and jmprove the afflicted.

Phe following sppropriations have been made by the State for
the support of the Institution :

For 1855 and 56, $10,000,00

“ 1857, 7,000,00
Deficiency for 1857 1,000,00
For '68 and '59, 16,000,00
Total $54.,000,00

The most careful ecanomy, consistent with the purposes of the
Institution, has been exercised in the disbursement of the above
mentioned appropriations, which have in no single instance ex-
conded the actual wants of the establishment; but rather fullen
below the demands of its highest usefulness.

A Financial Report for the past two years is herewith sub-
mitted,

BurLomyes.

As no steps bave yet been taken to secure a permanent build-
ing, which might be regarded as a home for the unfortunate mutes
of our State, the Trustees have been obliged to lease such build-
ings us could be obtained, and affording as many conveniences as
possible.

The Institution kas occupied three different buildings, each re-
moval improving its condition, and enlarging its ndvantages and
fucilities to accomplish its work.

Tho Trustees have contracted for the lease of the Park House,
o former botel in Towa City. for the term of two years ; the lease
beginning June 13th, 1859.

The present rent is sixty deollars per month.
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This building answers our purpose as well as any we could
rent in the State; but is evidently inferior to an edifice designed
for a Deaf and Dumb Institation.

Its advantages are, more ample room and comfort, than hith-
erto enjoyed.

Its disadvantages are:

1. Want of surrounding grounds.

Publicity and exposure to unfavorable influences.
Inadequacy of arrangement.
Incapacity to accommodate all who may apply for admis-

e

sion.

It is capable of accommodating fifty pupils with case and com-
fort; and its advantages so superior to our former huildings that
we are disposed to bide our time, and wait the pleasure of the
State ; simply exhibiting the facts in the case, and leaving infer-
ences to a justand generous public.

- Heavrh,

The general health of our pupils has been good. Indeed, con-
sidering the character of the buildings formerly occupied by the
[nstitution, the freedom from disense has been greater than might
have been predicted ; for it is well known that health cannot be
enjoyed in crowded apartments; nor where circumstances deny
the privilege of full and free exercise.

It is perhaps true that the Deaf and Dumb, as a class, do not
possess the energy and power to resist disease, that belong to
such as suffer from no physical infirmity.

Their physiology i# defective, and it is a received law — that
where one member suffers, all the members must suffer,

The alsence of the important sense of hearing, and the silence
and inactivity of the vocal organs, may be a source of imperfect
health.

It becomes our gad duty to record the death of two of our pu-
pils.  Leoxanp Scuyors, and Many Learnerwoop. The former
g:;eld of lung fever. The latter from the cffects of an accidental

From the innocence of their lives, and from the feeble glimmer
of moral light within them, (for they had not been long at the In-
stitution,) we believe that the transition has been to them a trans-




Ition fram darkness to everlasting day. The Futher of us alf, is
marciful, and makes us responsible only aceording to our advan.
tages and attajnments,

IsTeLuporUAL Deragrsest.

To many minds the education of the Deaf and Dumb presents
n mystery, that would vanish upon closer abservation.

It is probable that this class of persous has existod sitice the
world began, but wo aro indebtod to a recent age for the happy
discovory, that their education is o possibility ; and the myslery
connccted with it disappears, when we reflect that s langunge of
wigns may bo constructed so perfoet as to express any ideas how=
ever abstract.

This langunge is used more or loss oxtensively by the Aborig-
ines of thiz Continent; and indeed, we may assort that all men
have recourse to gosturos and signs in expressing their thonghits
und emotions; and more espocinlly those who lack o ready ut-
terance, '

How casy then the labor, when necessity impells, of buildingup,
by means of natural and arhitrary signs, o medium of communi-
cation. The path ouce discovered, and progress bogua, the mind
woes forward with interest and oase, in the invention and use of
silent symbols of thought. : -

The Deat and Dumb prior to any systemntic attempts at theip
education, were degraded ouleasts from socinl privilegos and eyil
responsiliilitios.  They moerely existed ; and did not actively em.
lark in those pursuits, nor share in those enterprises which bave
impellod the world forward, and made the grand foatures of his
tory. Thoy were not represented in public sentiment, nor foltin
any political developmonts, conmerdial movements or moral rev-
olutions; Dut naturally and usnally wore numborod with the mis

nnsl;!& Idlors, ﬂ'[::pors or eriminals of our race.
ch was their doom until in the eighteonth century, the pili-
lwﬂ-mpla Dra! Eeex, of France proved to the ‘I;'uli?t!y the 'ﬂi
bility of ?W;; hm;piorhs a system of pantomine hd
ROsturcs, as o means by w, 1o convey to thei
S SR | ¥ ﬂzrmiu_du,thor_:ﬂ
Mo did not hesitate to mitke great. sacrifices to aecomplish his
seenorous object ; and posterity will weation him among the et
efactors of mankind.

7

The Sign-language, is our grand medium of instruction, and i
is 50 peosfocted and systomatized, as to be capable of conveying,
with grisce, impressiveness and easo, the most refined and sbstruse
tipaght, ns well as the most heantiful and sacred emotions.

It is o silent and ample stresm on whose mystic bosom fleets
of knowledge may freely sail, laden with the wealth of varied
lenrningg, into the harbors of those minds from which

4Wisdoam ix by one entrance, quite shut ont"”

There is no class of rational beings so sadly unfortunate as un.
oducated mutes: for theirs itis to presont the disheartening spoce-
tacle ol intellects capable of unlimited expansion, but doomod hy
a terribile afliiction to darkness and desolation.

It is difficult to conetive of their profound ignorance so univer-
<l is itg dominion over their minds,

The Blind, without the advantages of an Institation, can learn
mueh that is valoable at home, and can enjoy many of the sweets
of socinl life. Not so the Doaf. The mute child sits solitary
and wnresponsive in the family eirele. The words of intelligonee,
the flash of wit, the charms of postry, the power of music, and
even the saered oracles of God, are all lost upon this vietim of
silence.  Happily one source of pleasurc is possossed by him : he
can comprehend and enjoy the expressions of affeotion and sym.-
patly, visible upon the countenasces, and in all the actz of those
wnde 1iear to him by nature:  Nor is this & teifiing consideration,
nor & light pleasure, for the unfortunate ckild is over the recipi-
ent of unwearying love and solieitude, and this brings light to hi
beart: but parents should beware lest an undue partiality and
exeessive indulgonce ruin the disposition of their aflicted chil-
dren. nnd prove wore an igjury than & benofit.  They should be
tanght habits of prompt obodianco at home, and while young.—
Teun nffection will manifest iteelf in sseking the highest welfiare
of its oljoet, -

From considerations snch ns have jost boen presentod, wo mny
feol safe in the nssertion that public policy and Stute intorest, re-
quire  the education of every mute of proper age and capaoity.
within the limite of Towa. -

The canrse of studies pursued by our pupils is eminently prac-
tical.  Our grand aba s fisst, (0 teach them the English Lan.




guage, and this is no easy labor; for, upon entering the Instity.
tion, not knowing a single word of the language, they are re.
quired to begin where the infant begins, and learn the meaning
of each word, and also the mode of forming words into senten.
cox.  Their progress depends on their talents. The process is
slow, but the result is sure. Patient labor will accomplish woy.
ders,

Our pupils are instructed in Geography, History, Arithmetie,
sud in the elements of general science.  While upon this branch
of our Report, we would take occasion to recommend, to the
teachers in similar Institutions (to whom this Report may be sent,)
“ Lower's Gramwar of Composition " as a work peculiarly adap.
ted to the wants and eapacity of mutes, who have made some pro.
groms in their course.  Weare happy to state thatnot a few house-
holds have already been gladdened through the instrumentality
of our infant Institution; in seeing their afMicted ones i
from ignorance into the light of knowledge ; and from rude and
rebellious propensities, into principles and habits of refinement
nnd propriety.

While upon this point, we wonld be recreant to justice, did we
fnil to acknowledge the power and influence of the Christian re-
ligion over tho minds and conduct of our pupils ; and we are hap-
py to bear this testimony, that the spirit and principles of the
Bible are “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, aml
for instruction in righteonsness.”

1t alike affords restraint to vice and insubordination, and incen-
tives to growth in knowledge and virtue.

In connection with this division of the Report, we would men-
tion with hearty approbation, the action taken by the fifth Con-
vention of American Instructors of the deaf and dumb, agninst
habits of vagrancy on the part of some former pupils of our In-
stitutions,

At this Convention, the following, among other resolutions, was
ndopted ;—

“ Resotven, That this Convention discountenances and wholly
disapproves of this vagrant course of life; and earnestly recom.
mends to the officers of our public conveyanees to give them no
facilities for travelling, but place them upon the same footing in
this respect, with other passengers.”

9

charity express i in securing labor for mutes ; and not
in [n:':rdmg means to e::fragn vagabond and injurious habits.
Nussen or Mures.

Tho number of mutes in the United States, is estimated at ten
lhmw proportion to the general |mpulnian i% ns one to
two thousand, and upon the supposition that the State of Towa
contains six hundred thousand inhabitants, we have within our

imi mutes.

llm';‘:omnm State of Towa for the year 1859, ghows the
present number of wutes in the State to be three hundred sud
one: which verifies the correctoess of the above data.

OFf the mutes in this State not less than eighty (80) have en-
} i instroetion.

Mgie? ﬂn}w::::g: go lnst Report, sisty-one have been at the
Institution; and fifty pupils are at the present date in actual at-
tendance, besides applicants not yet admitted. :

The building now oceupied, is capable of accommodating cow-
fortably, fifty pupils, and by a little crowding, sixty-pupils.

Of course, the mate population will increase with the goneral
increase of population; and it is easy to caleulate the probable
number of deaf and dumb in this State, ten vears henoe, provided
the future general growth corresponds with our past progross.

TraDES.

The attention of the Trustees has been mnﬂyt::lhdlwrit:“
i of our male learning some useful trades doring
andm at the mﬂﬂhm; and steps have already been
taken to effeet so dosirable an end.

With a good education, and a good trade, our male pupils will
e able to leave the Institution, as indepondent, self-relinnt and
productive citizens,

The advantages of this undertaking are too numerous and ob-
vious to require explanation, or argument.

The female pupils are instructed in duties pertaining to house-
keeping, and also, in dress-making, and plain and fancy needle-
work.

Experience haz proved that mutes can succeed as well as others
in soveral branches of industry, and many of the deaf and dumb
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Lustitutions in the United States, aud Europe, bave introduesd
trndes us an important feature of the instructions imparted to
their pupile, and the reselt in these Institutions prove that trades
ure somwetimes romunerative, often selfsupporting; amd always
Ieneficial to the Institutions thomselves, and a decided advantage
15 the pupils.

Tur Boawn ov Trusyees, y

We have no special remark to make of the Board, exeept to
recard the loss, by & removal to a neighboring State, of the for-
wer wortlyy President of the Board, the Bev. F. A. Sugani.—
As one of the earliest, most eonstant and usefil fricnds of the
Lustitution, with sn anceasing interest in its prosperity ; is name
in this Report dessrves lovorable mention; a5 it is already re-
vorded in lasting charaetors upon the hearts and memories of not
i fow of those for whom the Institution was ostablished. Il bos
i worthy successor in Mu. H. D. Dowsgy, who has recently hoon
appointed to 411 Lis vacancy.

Panyaxest Looamiox.

Thore is ne question so impoctant o, the deaf and dumb of
lown, s the location of their Tustitution, and the charactor of
the building which shall be provided for thew by the State, as
their pormanent home. -

It is uot the purposs, nor province of this Beport, to recom-
mened the tine nor the place for the location of the Institution ;
bt it will ot bo considored intrusive to offer some genoral views
whichs should have some woight in the ual detormination of this
attor s and fiest of all, evidently, the chiel question in the loca:
ton of the Tustitution, should bes  Where will the intorests of
the Tnstitation e best promoted ; ot what other interests cin bo
palserved by ite location. -

What nno point presents the advasntages of ready acesss from

the various localities of the State; of healthful situation; of con-
venfont proximity o the officers wud Legislators of tho Statez of

i aweans to interost aml instract pupilss of nffording all
that mlght untarally and properly be requived to support an In-
atitution ; — bosides othor ndvantages which will suggest them-
l&i\'ﬁ- 5 : . -.—‘ . 4 TLr. |
T should be borne in mind that e permanent building isnot

’

11

for one 'day, nor one generation, bat that it will be an almonser
of good to gencrations, yet unborn: and that not for curselves
ulone, but for posterity is this charity intended.

Although it may scom prematare, yot we will express the hopo
that whenever this State shall determine to ereet an Asylum for
her Deal und Dumb, the present New York Isstitation may be
the model; for it combines nearly every possible excellonce of
arrangement and capacity, nod possessts every modern improve:
ment. Tt is the result of many years of experience, and may be
safely selected a5 8 model.

OF conres the State of Towa will not soon need 5o extensive o
structure ; but the plan is possible and worthy of iwitation, on
» smaller scale.

g are aleeady in process of ercetion for the Insane
and the Blind of our Stute; also liberal provisions have been
minde for onr Universitys snd other educational purposes.  “Ihis

~ Roport does not complain at any such acts of wise and liberal

poliey; tut only would &k not to be made « suerifice th advance
other and kindred objects. Justicn may shino in Charity as well
ua in human law and human pursuits,

The st Census of our State shows a lerger number of mules
than of any other unfortunate clnss; and those acquaintod with
thwir uffiction and its affocts, know that thair appeal for relicf
Jlent a8 it is, pises from an infirmity distressing in itself. aod
worthy of every possible mitigation.

1t §x feurod that the presont financial erisis will postpone the
day for the completion of an Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb;
wod should fhis be the case, wo can but bow to thint necessity
which knows no law, and hope for a brighter future,

Tug PrEsest wAxTs oF THE ISSTITOTION.

The appropristion made by the General Assembly of 1838, ha«
et the demands of the Tnstitution with the.excoption of a suall
deficiency at the close of the pressnt yoar 1858 ; whon it will not
be possible to pay the salaries of ﬂaomplom The apprupri-
ation would have proved amplo but for the purchase of a cousid-
crable quantity of furniture ; the purchaso of which was made &
condition necessary in order to socure onr present building.

The deficiency will spproximate five hundred dollars.

L}
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Our estimate for the coming two years is as follows: —
For deficiency of 1859, 500
For support of Inst. in 1860, 8,500
o, el o O 9,000
Total, £11,000

This estimate is as low as it can poessibly be made, consistently
with the purposes of the Institution, and the growing demands
upon its treasury ; for it must be remembered that the numbor
of pupils is now constantly increasing, and each pupil will of
course, inereaze the general annual disbursment.

Our family has within the pust two years, avernged in actual
attendance, about forty-five persons. It will, during the next
two years, average not less than sixty ; so that our expenses must
increanse,  With the appropristion which we have named, and
now respectfully ask of the Representatives of the State, we do
not expoct luxury, or superior advantages ; we simply desire com-
fort, and usual facilities to accomplish the end of our efforts —
the elevation of an unfortunate class,

To the Genernl Assembly of thiz State, we again commit the
interests of our Institution, confident that no appeal to your in.
telligence and generosity, will be unheeded : and assured that the
cause of education in all itz departments will be liberally sus
tained and encouraged,

W, PENN CLARKE, Pres.
' W. E. HAM.S, Skc.
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Frxaxecisl Revowr or Tae Iowa InstrrerioN For THE EvvcatioN
oy Tae Dear axp Duxs, vRox JASUary 1st, 1858, 10 DecEn-
reR 13ma; 1859.

ReceveD,
Appropriation by Gen. Assembly for 1838, £2000,00
Iuterest on the same, . 1031
Appropriation for 1859, 8000,00
$16070.21
Expexpun. |
Total for 1858, $7500,63
w w1859, 811458
Estimate of indebtedness Jan. 1st, 1860 for
suleries &o., 566,00
168570,21
Deficiency, 500,00

p—

Of the ahove expenditurcs, the following general statement will
sot forth the purposes and amounts: —

; in 1858, $2012,50
F:r nl:ﬁu oty 1557 10
Rent in *58 and 59, 1668,00
Wood, (approx.) 850,00
Meat, “ : £00,00
Bread, i m

* Furniture, © :

The balance has met ovdinary current expenses, for which sat-

u hield by the Board.
isfactory vouchers are held by W. E. LJAMS, Szc.




CATALOGUE OF PUPILS FOR THE YEAR 1858 AND 1856,

~ N, AGE. Resmevos. Prack o Namviry, | CAUSE oF DEAFNESS.
Ballard, Samuel A. 23 | Sheffield- | New York _mml. 1
Ballard ?nlney 20 Sheffield. New York ital,
Bayles Matilda. 20 | Mt Pleasant. Obio. Clto Infantam.
Bennet Isanc L. 11 £ lTowa. Typhoid Fever.
Bickford Margaret. 14 pingham. Towa. Congmura Fever.
Box Emma. 17 Fort Madison. Lowa. ping Cough.
Boyee James, 13 | Ageney City, Wmm‘ ever.
Brower Jacob, 9 | South English. Ohio. Inflasnation of Brain.
Bryan William. 23 | Marengo. Pennsylvania, Scarlet Fever.

Horatio, 21 Dubnqne Oliio. —
Canine John. 13 Indiaua. Tidamees,
Cross Isaze. 11 Webster Towa. Congestion of Brain.
Cubberly Charles. 18 | Keosau oo e . —_—
Dixon William, 11 England. Congenital.
.'Doml Catherine. 16 | Hamli's Gma. Tufluenza.
. jgjnmt,

OATALOGUE OF PUPILS—-CONTINUED.

Holka Alfred.
gtolh Ju;-In
ghmu ;;:. '
0 ;
David.

10
12
18
o

i
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Toledo.
Toledo,

Gormany,
Gormany.

Towa.
Towa.
Indiana,
Town.

Indim
Pmnsylmin.

Iowh _

Ohio.
\!ichigan.
Virginia,
Cunada.

Towa.
Towa.
Towa.
hin.
ilinn.
Indinpa.
Town,
Tndians.
Germany,

Congenital,
Congenital,
erings,

Scarlot Fover.
Dropsy in the head,
Congenital.

.
Congenital.

Searlet Fover.

Fover,

A fll.

Congenital,
ital,

Senrlet Fever,

Congenital.
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