16

Dr.

Des Moines River Improvement,
To Baxcs Broriens & Co.,

For amount due on 10 Certificates of In- b
debtedness, up to 20th Jannary, 1859, $6.192,
Amount paid for Water Lime, £570,00 -
Add 20 per cent interest, as per Contract, 114,00
“ Int. as per Contraet up to Jan. 20, 1859, 508,51

[tem on Interest of $5,000 from Oct. 1, to
Nov. 1, 1851, :

Int. on said item to 20 March, 1857, 1 yaaus

Add 20 per cent on $5,000 as per Contract  $1,000,00

Int. to 20 March 1857, 562,94

Int. to Jan, 20, 1859. _ 23508 %

Costs in Supreme Court, ‘ 70,00 "L =8

REPORT OF

WM. C. DRAKE, COMMISSIONER,

OF THE

Res Roines Ridber  Jmprobement,

Cr.
By cash Deafl received of BEowix Maxyixe
~count o!'-rnbo.va S #6000,00

TO THE
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I0WA ;

Er:ior in n of Interest of %ﬁ,‘ﬁ""

Ballance due Banes Brotiess & Co, three  $3049,02
thousand dollarsand forty-nine 2-100 L
dollars, .1 SOF LI iy
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REPORT. : ‘

To mis ExcerLexoy, Raven P. Lowe,
Goveryon or lowa

Str: Your Commissioner has the honor to present to you, and
through vou to the Legislative Department of Towa, the following
Report of the present condition of the Des Moines River Improve-
ment. It will be sufficient to stato that this Improvement is based
upon, and has been prosecuted by, means of uguﬂlofhmhby
thoﬂmaﬂﬂomnm:,byutorﬂanm.&ngtu&h 1846,
for the special | pn!'poh of wuu hﬂmon of the Des
Moines River.

The State of Tows, through its Board of Pablic Works, prose-
cuted the Tmprovement about six years, and up to June, 1854, at
which time, the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioners of
the Tmprovement entered into contract with the Des Moines Nay-
igation and Railroad Company for the completion of the Tin-
thtmmm&,wJ\d"ﬂﬂ‘lﬂ. y

And for the completion of qum and ac-
wﬁqhﬁ&%&&ﬂﬂfﬂﬁﬁammﬁnﬂiﬂw
to give that Company all the remaining unsold lands in the Grant,
subject, however, to the restriotions and nmmmwmiu
the contract, St o

The Tmprovement remained under ﬁt‘ﬂﬂgﬁmm of this
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Company till the year 1857, without, however, anything be
done by said Company to give confidence that their pm af
contract would be performed or the Improvement be com
by them. And thus it became neeessary to refuse that Comy
any more lands than had already been certified to them under
the contract referred to.

It will be seen by reference to page 195 of the Acts of
Seventh General Assembly of Tows, that the provisions of ¢
act disposing of & Grant of lands made by set of Congress, g
ing land to the Territory of Iowa to aid in the nnprovmqm A
the navigation of the Des Moines River, conditionally grants te
the “Keokuk, Ft. Des Moines & Minnesota Railroad Compuy,
for the purpose of building a Railroad from Keokuk, and slong.

the valley of the Des Moines River by way of Fort Des "
tothe north line of this State.

The terms of this Grant embrace all lands, now or at lny
hereafter, obtained by the State from the United States, w J'Lt
the Grant referred to at the commencement of this Btpoﬂ., i
which had not prior to the passage of this act been disposed of
otherwise, to this Company, to take effect and vest these land "5
said Company 8o soon as the title to such lands shall vutig he
BState, or Congress assent to and approve such diversion o{ it
lands from the original purposes of the Grant, ,-

And thus it is, that by far the greater portion ot’thadn
your Commissioner have been removed. , m,‘

Yet it was deemed proper by the Legislature to retain in onr
statutes the office of Commissioner of the Des Moines Riyer Im-
provement among the officers of State, as will be seen by refer-
ence to section 8, chapter 159 of the acts of the Seventh Ger
Assembly of Towa, in the act entitled “an act revising and
ing title Fourth of the Code and further providing for elections,”

-
|

b

Your Commissioner has had the honor to examine the present
condition of the four Dams yet to be completed by the State, and
find such works, materials, &e., to be in the condition and pro-
gress, as stated hercinafter, to-wit:

CROTON—FIRST DAM.

At this point the dam is in good condition; been repaired by
Colton, and Gray & Wells, mill owners on the different sides of
the River at this point. No estimate received from the chief en-
gineer of expenditures in making such repairs,

PLYMOUTH—SECOND DAM.

At this point the locks, walls, &c., have been well constructed,
and are in good condition. But part of the Dam is washed out, .
and repairs will be necessary. It is ostimated that $4,000 will
put the same in good repairs. ,

BENTONSPORT—THIRD DAM.
AL this point the Dam has been rebuilt the summer past, at an
expense of over $8,000, by Gen. Brown and others. ﬁl%

are now in good repair, Lo 5

KEOSAUQUA—FOURTII DEES S

mmmmmbp-ﬂbmﬂs Mmﬂmlﬂ
rebuilding works st this point, estimated at $2,000. A large

amount of materials have been sold under execution on & pre-

tended judgment of Houghton against the State. 3 A
Your Commissioner begs leave to stato further, that owing te

the proposed change, in the objects to which the Grant of lands

made by the United States to the Territory of Tows—on the Bth
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of Angust, 1846—for the purpose of improving the navigation o
the Des Moines River—and the changes made in the mannery
prosecuting said Improvement, and changes made in con
and contraets in regard to the same, and the fuct that
Legislature has seen fit to continue said office of Commissiones
said Improvement, which was doubtless neeessary by the pos ur
of the affairs of said Improvement—without providing any
pensation for the services of such officer—your Commis 0
had to take the management of such Improvement—to
to defend and protect its interests and inquire into its eon
—as well as to defend ngainst divers suits, now p’ent:li'ngl
the same, which haye grown out of the previous complicati
thrown around the affairs of the Improvement by contracts lien
tofore made with companies, and individuals; and all ¢
Commissioner has had to do at his own expense, and wi h ne
cent of money either from the State or the Improvement, and 1 vith
no salary provided by law for his compensation. - -
It i known that the United States Government has seen fit
after giving to the Tervitory of Towa for the purpose of impr
ing the navigation of the Des Moiues River, a munificen
of lands, extending from the source to the mouth of sa
and had acquiesced in our rights to the same from 1846 ¢
by its decisions, crowned its injustice to the State of
making an attempt to withhold a large portion of the lands
wined in this Grant, thus virtually withdrawing the
not grudgingly bestowed by the General Government on’ S
of Towa, us if that Government were sshamed to haye don
justice even in one instance. 8
At the lust session of the Legislature a Commissioner ¥
pointed to get the lands contained in this Grant ¢
State from the General Government. But with what
efforts have been erowned is not known to your Commissions

But it must be apparent, that if the General Government re-
fuse to permit these lands to be certified to the State, or approve
the action of the State throngh its Legislature, ceding these lands
to the Keokuk, Ft. Des Moines & Minnesota Railrond Company,
for the purpose of construeting a Railroad along the valley of the
Des Moines—that & new policy will have to be adopted by the
State in regard to these lands, or at least further action taken on
the subject—and indeed it would seem that the sooner all such
questions, which tend so effectually to prevent any decisive
action on the subject ut present, are effectually and permanently
settled ; the better, as under the pre‘aent arrangement and posture
of things, it will be impossible to prosecute the Improvement of
the Des Moines River, as contemplated by the act granting those
lands to the State, and it will be equally impossible for the Keo-
kuk, Fort Des Moines & Minnesota Railroad Company to use
these lands in building their Road, and thus diffuse the blessings
of commeree throngh the Des Moines valley, until these questions
are definitely and permanently settled, e .

Your Commissioner, therefore, begs you 10 consider, if but lit-
tle has been done by him, the difficulties under which he has been
compelled to labor, in his efforts to perform the duties devolving
upon him as such officer; by law. All of which is metfuﬂy

itted b _radial

submitted by c. v AK

- Com. Des Moines River Improvement.
 December 10, 1859, ;
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DES MOINES RIVER IMPROVEMENT IN ACCOUNT.
WITH WM. C. DRAKE, COMMISSIONER.

Feb. 12, '59. Expenses advanced for State to Keo-
ssuqua, and other points on the Des Moines
River, Keokuk included,

April 27th. Expenses visiting Keosauqua Court and
other points tending conrt, &c.,

Stationery for the year ending Jan. 1, *60,

Office rent, ending Jan. 1, ’60, at $3 per month,

Moving things pertaining to office,

Bill for copy of papers of pending suits,

Oct. 25th, '59. Expenses looking after the situation
of the whole Improvement,

Hire of horse for twenty days,

Interest on same counting the whole for six months
at10 per cent.,

Commissioner’s salary, commencing Jan. 1, ’59, and
ending Jan. 1, '60,

gl

£50 00
40 00
25 00
36 00
10 00
10 00

60 00
20 00

£251 00
12 50

1200 00

$1463 00

ADDRESS

Mniversity Education,

DELIVERED IN THE
REPRESENTATIVES HATLIL,
] AT DES MOINES, FEBRUARY 6ru, 1860,

BY THE
A REV. SILAS TOTTEN, D. D,

PRESIDENT OF THE I0WA STATE UNIVERSITY.

DS MOINES, IOWA.
JOHN TEESDALE, STATE PRINTER.

1860.




