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REPORT.

To the Twenticth General Assembly of the State of Towa:

Tak undersigned, constituting your committee to visit the Peni-
tentiary at Ft. Madison, beg leave to submit the following statement
of their doings as such committee, under Concurrent Resolution No.
10, defining our duties, as follows:

¢ CONCURRENT RESOLUTION.

“Resolved by the House, the Senate concurring : i

«That there be appointed committees to visit the several State in-
stitutions, each of said committees to be composed of three mem-
bers, two from the House and one from the Senate; said committees
to report to the General Assembly on or before the 15th day of Feb-
ruary next. They shall examine and include in their report—

« First. Whether the appropriations made by the last General As-
sembly have been wisely and economically expended. .

« Second. Whether they have been expended for the object appro-.
priated. :

« Third. Whether chapter 67 of the acts of the Seventeenth Gen-
eral Assembly have been complied with, in not contracting indebted-
ness in excess of the appropriations.

« Fourth. Whether there has been any diversion of the money
from the specific purpose for which it was drawn from the State treas-
ury.

«Said committees shall also report the names and number of persons
employed at the several institutions; for what purpose employed, and
at what salary; also, whether any of the employes receive, or have
received, anything in addition to the salary, in the way of board,
rooms, lights, fuel or clothing, or anything else, at the expense of the
State. The said committees shall also examine and report as to the
sufficiency of the means of fire escape in case of fire, and also as to
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the protection against fire. And said committees are hereby author-
ized and requested to present other and further report than herein
mentioned, which they may deem necessary to be made known to
the General Assembly.”

We arrived at the prison on Tuesday morning, the 5th inst., and
remained until Thursday afternoon, the 7th inst.. devoting our entire
time to a personal examination of the prison, its workings and man-
agement, and to interviews with prisoners. The Warden and officers
affording us every facility in their power to assist us in the discharge
of our duty; and if it has not been well done no blame should be at-
tached to them.

We find that the five thousand dollars appropriated by the Nine-
teenth General Assembly for general repairs and contingent purposes
has all been expended, and out of it there has been erected a frame
ice-house, a brick soap-house; new floors have been put into shops No.
one, three, four, six and eight, used by the chair company and the
farm tool company; about one thousand feet additional sewer pipes
have been laid, to supply more perfect drainage, and many other use-
sul and necessary improvements have been made from time to time,
a8 required.

We find the buildings and property in fair repair, with a few ex-
ceptions. That seventy-nine and eighteen one-hundred dollars have
been paid on account of repairs made, ont of the support fund.

That the two thousand dollars appropriated for the transportation
of discharged conviots has all been expended for that purpose, and
$125.55 paid out of the support fund for this purpose, in order to enable
the Warden to carry out the provisions of the law, as contained in
soction 4779 of the Code, relative to the payment of the railroad fare
of each discharged convict to a distancé from the prison equal to that
from which he had been sent.

That the one thousand dollars appropriated for fixtures and apparatus
in the wash-house and bath-room has all been expended, and the State
has a plain but very perfect bath-house, with accommodations for fi fty
men at one time, where the prisoners are allowed, and required, to
take n bath once a week, which, in our judgment, adds greatly to
their health.

That the four thousand four hundred dollars appropriated for re-

. pairs on old and the crection of new water-works, has been used in

the erection of a new reservoir, on the hill in the rear of the prison,
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of about 6,000 barrels capacity, at a cost of about one thousand dol-
lars. A new and substantial brick pump and coal house, with iron
roof, has been built on the river bank, at a cost of about four hundred
dollars, in which has been placed a new steam Dean pump at a cost of
about six hundred dollars. A six-inch cast iron main has been laid
from the river to the reseryoir, a distance of abont 2,000 feet, also
in the prison for the distribution of the water, at a cost of .tbfmt
fourteen hundred dollars. And the balance of said appropriation
has been used in the purchase of valves and fixtures and ropairs on
old waterworks and in making a well with filter at the river from
which tke water is pumped to the reservoir.

That the four hundred dollars appropristed for the purchase of
rubber fire-hose has beeen well expended in the purchase of 700 feot
of hose and reel for same. :

That the two hundred and fifty dollars appropriated for furniture
for warden’s house, has been expended in the purchase of n?v onr-
pets, parlor furniture and fixtures now in place in the warden’s Tesi-
dence.

That fifty-eight of the sixty dollars appropristed r.nr the plllrohm
of a new wagon for prison use has been invested in ?he artiole for
which it was appropriated, leaving two dollars of this fund unex-

pe'l;‘?::.the eighty dollars allowed for the purchase of new suits for
the surgeon and hospital steward, was by the warden paid over to
the gentlemen filling these positions and their receipts taken there-
fo:l“hat of the three thousand dollars appropriated by the last Gen-
eral Assembly for steam-heating apparatus, there muin:l l;la::-
pended the sum of seven hundred seventy-nine and 11-100 dollars;
that eleven hundred sixty-sight and 77-100 dollars of said sum w;.
expended in 1882, and ten hundred fifty-two and 12100 dollars in
1883, We find that the shoe shops, wash-house, dry-room, ooll-rwm,d
turnkey’s office, warden's house and office are vlm?od by steam, n:"
the danger of loss by fire, also the ;;p-m:id keeping the same co
thereby been y dimi i
for;:l‘;n?w noyfu umn been able to ascertain, sll;ﬁ .:::
appropriations have been wisely and economically expended for
purpoouudobjmmwmsd.mopuwm. 5
That chapter .in_y-unnolmmofms«um General
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Assembly have been complied with in not contracting indebtedness
in excess of the appropriations, and that there has been no diversion
of the money from the specific purpose for which it was drawn from
the State treasury, except as appears by this report.

The following named persons are employed at and about the
prison:

. -3
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2 NAME, z
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SIVP R, o, m e A 0 DMERRIRRONY: .. - » s a5 » 5 o g wen o bom e amsters
Deputy Warden.,|J. Townsend........coconrevrsvovearinarss J§ 166,66
Clerk M. T. Butterfield BB T e A 100.00
4{Chaplain R A BRI 'y & o b ar i WR Ak im0 s 6 e i § i 70.00
5| Physician . .. JAL W, Hoffmeister s SRR L IR S 70.00
6{Hospital Steward. [Wm. Moore.............oocienniinsiieninnns | 50.00
IEREORRY; «. o civni b L R ! 50,00
8Guard ... .. UL DAY ¢ v N u it o Aiidia i Ve Sl gl
Guard .. LG, Jamieson.,
10{Guard . . .Jos. Moore. ...
Guard . . L Andy Young..
12/Guard . ... ...|P. L. Carbouh .. g
18Guard, ........... IT. Stone
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That the Warden receives in addition to his salary the use of the
house in which he resides, the furniture therein, fuel and lights, and

T
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the Deputy Warden receives in addition to his salary the use of the
house in which he resides free of rent. No other employe receives
anything in addition to their salary in any way, so far as we are able
to learn.

We find that the means of fire escape and the protection against
fire are ample. The danger of fire has been very much diminished by
the substitution of steam for heating purposes in place of the stoves
heretofore used, and the facilities for extinguishing fire much in-
creased by the new water works and the purchase of new houj; and
in our judgment the replacing of the stoves used in the chair and
wood shops of the Farm Tool Company by steam-heating apparatus
will add greatly to the comfort and health of the men, and very
much lessen the expense and danger from fire.

"After a careful examination of the wants of the il'llﬁbtl‘.lﬂn,."o
recommend the following special appropriations for the ensuing bien-
m‘llﬁpr::.mdA.n lppropﬁtﬁen of fifteen hundred dollars to furnish the
cells with iron bedsteads, to take the place of the old, bug-eaten and

2 en ones nOW in use.
brosk;l::i‘.)"A: o:dpproprinion of three hundred and seventy-five dol-
lars to purchase new porcelain-lined slop buckets for cells, in place of
the old oaken buckets now used, which have become by long con-
tinued use saturated with offensive and unhealthy odors beyond the
i to remove,

WI;;: d:nm:::‘r;:rhhon of twenty-two hundred dollm‘for the
mnupomdonofdinhngedmm Taking the past as a crite-
rion; we think the above amount will be necessary for this purpose.

Fourth. An appropriation for extending and completing the steam-
heating apparatus the sum of two thougand dollars.

Fifth. An appropriation of five thousand dollars for general re-

ingent expenses.

pol‘;;:'d Tr appropriation of five hundred dollars, to be uu‘: l:y

the chaplain and teachers in the prosecution of .ﬂu good wo 'ml:

which he is so earnestly engaged, in finding discharged con

and emplo; |

o D tnquiry and inventiguton into the fusios ad hon-

esty of mm.h.ubymd Fort Madison against the Btate

for supplies farnished during the latter portion of Warden Oraig's
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administration, and are of the opinion that the claims are just and
should be paid.

We think gshops 13 and 14, known as “the iron clad,” with a small
expense in the way of repairs, will answer very well for the coming
biennial period, Steam heating apparatus has been placed in this
building so that there is but little danger from fire, and it is isolated
from other buildings; so that, with the present facilities for putting
out fire, there would be but little danger of burring any of the other
shops should this one burn.

We found no complaints upon the part of the contractor, and but
little upon the part of the convicts ; the latter very generally said
that they were not overworked, had enough to eat and received fair
treatment.

We found four hundred and one conviets in the prison on our
arrival there, and were surprised to find so little sickness. We learn
that only three deaths have occurred in the last two years. Dr. Hoff-
meister, who ministers to the physical wants of the prisoners, is in
our judgment a competent and pains-taking physician, and diligent
in the discharge of his duty; as is also Dr. W. C. Gunn, the chaplain
and teacher, who impressed us with the belief that his whole soul
was in his work of ministering to the spiritual and intellectual wants
of his flock, and that his hope of reward was in the future.

In conclusion, your committee feel that they would come short of
doing their duty if they failed to make special mention of Warden
McMillen, and commend him for the ability and fidelity with which
he has discharged his official duty.

Respectfully submitted.
J. L. Kasrag,
On the part of the Senate.
W Burreg,
W. T. R. Humpnrey,
On the part of the House,
February 14, 1884,
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